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Secret deal behind
release of Italilan hostages

By: Mohamed Bin Sallam

SANAA, Jan.7 — The five ltalian |
tourists taken hostage by Al Zaidi tribe
in the province of Mareb, 170 km east
of Sana’a, were released followireg
secret deal with kidnappers Friday
morning after seven days in captivity.

Armed men abducted these touristy

National Somali reconciliation

Saleh facilitates Somali leaders’ peace agreement in Aden

\~ 4

By: Adel Al-Haddad in order to make &
an end for the
ADEN, Jan. 5 — Somali Presidentcivil war and use
Abdullah Yousif Ahmed and his rival peaceful  waysg
speaker of the Somali Parliamentor resolving their
speaker Sharaif Hassan Al-Sheikttlash.
signed in Aden declaration on President Sale
Thursday for the Somali national rec<congratulated
onciliation. The agreement was undeSomalia leaderd

sponsorship of President Ali Abdullahfor reaching this

Saleh. The declaration consists of fivaeconciliation. ﬁv
items, which confirm to conclude theThe president
fight in Somalia. The two Somali lead-Saleh said “It is
ers agreed on importance of activedime to rebuild
coordination, and respecting the prinnew democratic
ciples of the federal charter ofSomalia with the
Somalia. participation of
The declaration set that the twoall political parties of Somalia,” . He the problems and claims of the past.
leaders had agreed to “leave behind alllso stressed on the importance offe also called upon the Somali leader-
the past differences that hampered theoving all state institutions of ship, parliament, and governments, to
function of interim institutions” and Somalia into Mogadishu. He said thatmove to the capital Somalia
“act together to under the agreement.the international community would Mogadishu.
The declaration also stated that thénelp Somalia, if its leaderships unified. The Somali leaders expressed their
Somalia’s 275-member transitional President Saleh called upon the peddratitude and  appreciation  for
of Parliament  should meet withira ple and the weapons traders to altePresident Ali Abdullah Saleh for his
month in the Somali areas. The declatheir trade to building Somalia. Heefforts in decrease disagreement
t ration called international community advised political leadership to closebetween the two Somali leaders.
etand all over world countries to offer all
f forms of support for holding the first
IMmeeting of the Somali parliament in
P the Somalia.
The two Somali leaders asked fro
all Somali people to put armies aside

Middle East progress amid

to put pressure on the government tq
set free eight tribesmen detained by thg
security authorities since the final days|
of 2004. The government held the eight
people in detention to force the tribe to
hand murderers of Sheikh Abdulwali
Al-Gairi who was killed by a group of [
armed men-who the authorities say ards
from Beit Al-Zaidi-in the capital city of
Sana’a by the end of 2004. ’
Mediation efforts by Sheikh Jaabal

Tuaiman, MP, and Sheikberham Al-
Dhama, General Secretary of the Loca
Council in Serwah District, where the
tourists were held captive, succeede
in securing the release of the kid-set free. Mahjaza local under the name
napped ltalians, tribal sources told the Security sources said the kidnapper$lane Al-Ameri.

media. The mediation efforts cen who were arrested were transferred to Non-official sources indicated thg
vinced the kidnappers to release théhe security apparatuses to be investihe Yemeni government made a sec
Italian tourists in exchange for follew gated, pointing out that they have beeuleal with kidnappers with the aim g
ing up procedures of the case of Alholding the Italian hostages in a housenaintaining status of the State in retu
Zaidi eight tribesmen detained by then Al-Mahjaza, a village with harsh for meeting the demands of the kidna
security authorities. The kidnapperstopography, 25 km northwest of pers.
demand that their fellow detainees béMareb. The house belonde an Al-

—

|||.

Agreement signing in Aden

PHOTO BY MOHAMMED AL-QADHI

gome of the released ltalian tourists.

Continued on page
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BUdget@ Arab Middle East Shows Improvement, Despite Continued Repression Major
Gains in Ukraine, Indonesia; Decline Noted in Philippines Notadle Gains in Eid Al Adha Al Mubark Offer only 60$
Worldwide Freedom y
Car Rental Map of Press Freedom 2005 - Breakfast buffet.

NEW YORK, Jan. 5— Thepeople of ts.
the Arab Middle East experienceal
modest but potentially significant
increase in political rights and civil liber-
ties in 2005, Freedoouse announced
in a major survey of global freedom
released today

The global survey, “Freedom in the
World,” shows that although the Middle
East continues to lag behind othe
regions, a measurable improvement ca
be seen in freedom in several key Aral
countries, as well as the Palestinia
Authority. In another key finding, the
number of countries rated by Freedo
House as Not Free declined from 49 i
2004 to 45 for the year 2005, the lowes
number of Not Free societies identified
by the survey in over a decade. In notelBLL s Eele
worthy country developments, Ukrainefrom Free to Partly Free.
and Indonesia saw their status improve According to Thomas O. Melia, acting “As we welcome the stirrings of
from Partly Free to Free; Afghanistanexecutive director of Freedom Housechange in the Middle East,” said Mr
moved from Not Free to Partly Free; andThe modest but heartening advances iMelia, “it is equally important that we i
the Philippines saw its status declinghe Arab Middle East result from focus on the follow-through in other [

i activism by citizen groups and reformsregions and appreciate the importance o

by governments in about equal measthe continuing consolidation of democ-
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Mecca Hajj hostel death toll reaches 76

MECCA, Saudi Arabia (Saba)- Four
Yemenis were killed and other threq
injured in the accident of in the collapse. -
of a Muslim pilgrims’ hotel in Saudi |
Arabiaon ThursdayOneYemeni is still
missed. Allyemeni victims were work [
ing in store in the hotel. The bodies off
the four men, Mohammedtusof Al, _
Abduh Saleh Hamad, Adel al-Sharabilk 4
Abdullah Hafdallah transferred to one off
Mecca’s hospitals. The other thredg
injured people, Ali Qasam Ahmed,|
owner of the shoes store, Mohamm
Abduh Yahya Al-Matari, Khaled
Mohammed Saleh al-Alaj are now
receiving healing E

Maj. Gen. Mansour Al-Turki, [J&&
spokesperson of the Interior Ministry &
said that 76 persons were died in th@™
accident— 48 men and 28 women. H
pointed out that the number of thef
injured at 62. According to a Health|g
Ministry official, 59 people have beenf
saved from the ruins. 3

He addedhat 62 had been wounded
in the collapse of the building ong
Thursday in the Muslim holy city of
Mecca, where more than a million -pil
grims have assembled.

The tragedy occurred days beforeRU

in Mecca.

bbles of the collapsed hotel BBC PHOTO

(" 5HD G H/Uibe: )

Yemen Times features “5HDGH
Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs.

This HG L V¥ bir§ion:

Belgian mission concludes
artificial limb training

ADEN, Jan. 4- TheBelgian mission trainees so it will continue in a good
in Aden concluded training and qualify manner
ing sessions January 2 on artificial limb The Belgian mission’s medical head
procedures within the past five yearsfor artificial limbs expressed her grati
Thirteen people were trained at theude for cooperation during their work.
Center for Persons with Special NeedsShe also expressed happiness for th

General Health and Population manfacilities the center furnished in over
ager Dr. Alkidir Nasser addressed theoming obstacles they met.
appreciation ceremony. He praised the Certificates were awarded to distinc
Belgian mission’s efforts in training tive students at the end of the ceremo
and qualifying Yemeni staff to help ny. Laila Ba-Shomail, manager of the
treat the disabled. They helped manyenter for Persons with Special Needs
overcome their disabilities. Nasserand loub AbubakrWork and Social
assured that Aden’s health offiedll  Affairs general manager, also attendedl
direct care of the disabled to thesehe ceremony
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Do you think that Yemen can

persuade all the Somali

¥ factions to reach permanent
reconcialation?

- Yes

- No

-1 G R GknbW

" Last HG L V¥ bhirSion:
Yemeni prisons are full of hundreds
of detainees without charges. Do
you think that the government will

reconsider the cases of these
detainees through trial or release?

No 66%
Yes 30%
| don't know 4%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
\and have your voice heard! J

SANAA, Jan.7- Various media and seven thousand Euros by the en
instruments published last Thursdayof January. The cost will be paid ly
news that the Ministry of Civil Service World Bank credit as part of the
was finalizing arrangements forframework for updating the Civil
installing the Biometric System (the Service as part of the financial andand photos.

Sunday’s start of the five-day Hajj, when e yilding was at least 6 stores higtPresident Ali Abdullah Saleh had spokenuse of photo and fingerprint cards) ancadministrative reform program in the According to the same sources,

2.5 million Muslims cram into the

Lo and about 30 years old.
mountain city

The Saba official news agency saichboutYemenis were among the victim

SANAA, Jan. 7- The Banks
Monitoring Sector at the Central Bank ofin Yemen not to grant new loans to any ofind service companies, tourism and-tr.
Yemen (CBY) has recently revealed thathe people whose names mentioned iel agencies, factories, hotels, private-h
there are 323 debtors to banks working ithe blacklist. The circulation warned pitals and commercial groups.
the Republic ofremen. banks against violating those instruc What arouses astonishment is that

A statement distributed by the meni tions, otherwise they would be exposedlacklist contains names of real estat
toring to different media and consideredto imposition of fines or severe prece and egg, plastic bags and sweets sh
by the CBY as a top confidential dures that the CBY realizes are neceghat must not be granted loans by any g

issuance, clarified the list of debtors wasary. vate banks operating viemen undea
prepared in dependence on data gatheredReading the names of blacklisted peoCBY ban. The CBY publication neve

from banks and results reached by fielgble, it has become apparent that they amaentioned figures on sums on debtors
inspections carried out by Bankssocial personalities of distinction, inrepay nor did it contain details of deb

Monitoring Sector. addition to fifty reputable trade firms. against each name on the blacklist.

14,000 infected by AIDS daily

SANAA Jan. 4 - Results of a survey Most recent statistics estimate th
by theYouth of Yemen Union revealed internationally, 14,000 are infected I
that Yemeni youth are disappointedAIDS daily and 12,000 of these al
about “the tarrying of involved autheri between ages 15-49. In 2005, 67,0
ties in carrying out its responsibilities towere newly infected by HIV in the
define and raise awareness of AIDSMiddle East and North Africa region.
risks.” Total AIDS deaths increased from - )
79.44 percent of survey participantss5,000 in 2003 to 58,000 in 2005 the Dutch national, Ahmed Ali Ahme
confirmed that involved authorities according to UNAIDS. Additionally,
have negative attitudes in this matterthe region’s total AIDS deaths increas
whereas 18.89 percent of participantalmost six-fold since the early 1990s.
believed that authorities’ role was posi- Yemen recorded 1,769 AIDS casgs
tive. However, both sides demandedip to December 200%fiscovering 20
authorities handle this issue moréeef cases by chance. WHO assessme

=din the Central prison in Sana’a.

,ntkhe Dutch wife was found dead in D

to the Minister of Endowment to as

The CBY demanded banks operatingrhe blacklist also included 20 tradin

SANAA, Jan.7- The murderer of
"Nawas, was executed last Wednesd
Nawas was condemned for the my

der of his 30 years old Dutch wife. 4
death squad carried out the execution

k

5.

g
\Y

DS

1
e
D|

issuing occupation cards in all thecountry. implementing the Biometric System
units of the State’s administrative sys- Official source clarified that the this year aims to put an end to multi-
tem next February. Fingerprint and Photo System will dippers and prevent any future recur-
The Ministry will finish training include all government civil, security rence of the phenomenon.
workers on devices and equipmentind military employees according to The sources mentioned that multi-
specialized for applying the Biometricthe law.A photo and fingerprint will dippers who voluntarily resigned num-
System and distribute them to governbe taken for each employee to be thehered up to 5581 and that the remain-
ment facilities in all th&emeni gover granted an occupation digit in his/hering days of January would be a dead
norates, the media said. administrative unit. line for multi-dippers to select one job
It pointed out that the German com- Then the database will be collectedand resign from others. If multi-dip-
pany entrusted with implementing thefrom governorates to the Mainpers do not respond by the deadline
project will finalize the procurement Database at the Ministry of Civil they will be eventually dismissed from

h&f other devices and equipment for theService, which will have a central sys-the government jobs and sent to court,
F?%roject at a total cost of two million tem for the collection of fingerprints Ministry of Civil Service source said.
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SANAA, Jan.7-Abdulmalik Abboud, shortage and economic difficulties itthe real number of refugeesYemen.
Foreign Relations Officer at the UN faces.” According to Abboud, 12-14 is the
Higher Commissionerfor Refuges He pointed out that the figure 78786annual average border points in
(UNHCR) confirmed in a statement tois the latest score of refugees and refugéemen’s coastline across which
the media that the Republitemen seekers from the Horn of Africa until refugees from the Horn of Africa infil-
could not alone afford the burdens oflast October. trate intoYemeni territories.
refugees on its territory. Reaching an agreement with the Concerning the reasons behind the

He appealed to the international comYemeni government, the UNHCR car-latest protest staged by refugees, {eav
munity to stand byyemen and help it in ries out a statistical program to identifying many Somalis killed or injured, the
the provision of additional resourcesthe number of refugees ilyemen UNHCR Foreign Relations Officer
nd means of good support to enable through renewing their ID cards andrevealed that protestors listed many
do its humane duty for the refugeesin inaugurating six permanent centers fodemands to be met, among them the
better way. refugees’ registration in cooperationright to naturalization.

In an interview with Al-Wahdah with theYemeni Interior Ministry. He confirmed the UNHCR could not
weekly,Abboud said, “I highly appreci-  These centers started work in the miguggesta solution to those issues and

tively.

alm area in 2000. The husband w

expect this number to readh,227. T .
works as a driver in a tourist compatr

knew the Dutch woman and marrie
her shortly before her murder. She
used to work in a Dutch developmen
organization that supports develop
ment projects in Yemen.

This is the second execution for &
convict who killed or kidnapped for-

| Continued from page 1

hte the humane role played by theof last December in the governorates ofhe Yemeni government is the con-
yYemeni government and the support iBana’a, Aden,Taiz, Hadramout and cerned party responsible for tackling
doffers for refugees despite the facilitiesShabwah to help the governmédmniow

them.

»

Secret deal behind release of Italian hostages

ed for robbery and killing a Yemeni
national.

eigners. Last Tuesday convict Faisa
was executed for kidnapping foreign
tourists in 2001. He was also convict-

The same sources said that Sheikh
Tuaiman convinced the kidnapper§
not to resist government security
forces who were spread excessively i
the area. They added that the Italial
Embassy in Sana’a played a great ro|
in persuading the security authoritie
not to use force against the kidnape
and to opt for a peaceful dialogue.

The humanitarian appeals by rela] *
tives of the hostages have had the
effect on the intensification of the|
pressures on the kidnappers to immg ..
diately release the Italian nationals
The Italian President Ciampi and
Prime Minister Berlusconi expresseq
their great delight at the release of th
five hostages itvyemen Friday momn
ing and thanked th¥emeni govern
ment for the efforts it paid to sav |
lives of the kidnapped.

Ciampi said, “ it is wonderful news|
and the daytime became more illumil
nated, | thank those who worked har b : A
for the _re_lease of hOStaqes’ esPeF'all¥he Italian ambassador with some of the released Italian tourists.
the officials in the Italian Foreign PHOTO BY MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
Ministry and the Embassy of Italy to
Sana’a, as well as efforts of thein response to the arbitrary orders ohmong kidnappers themselves, but
Yemeni government.” kidnappers. In the early morning, wetowards the end we felt that the sitya-

On his part, the Italian Foreign heard periodical shooting of fire andtion gets more complicated.”

Minister Gianfranco Fini expressedthe drone of helicopters.” Tonetto described the ordetl,
his heartfelt regards to higemeni “My captive companions were opti- “‘when the kidnappers heard the
[o
ed
ve

counterpart and said in a letter to Abumistic that they will be released shooting of fire, two of them started
Bakr Al-Qirbi: “ This will enhance the immediately, particularly after the point their guns at us and demand
friendly and traditional relations kind treatment they received from theus to remain motionless. Later on,
between Italy andemen.” captors. But after days of the kidnap heard one of the kidnappers talking|in
One of the kidnapped women,ping, we started to experience thea loud voice to his accomplice, thén
MauraTonetto, narrated to the official nervousness of the abductors and thelre returned to us and demanded |his
media her experience along with othebad style that did not last for a longaccomplice to go out. When the tyo
companions while being held captivetime. This made us believe that wewent out, we found that they had
“l along with my companions stayedwill be freed safely in a short periodthrown their guns, and at that moment
laying on the ground throughouteth of time.” She added, “we were laugh the police stormed the place where we
night in the day preceding our releaséng at the disputes that occurrechad been seized.”
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By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

t all started with a letter to the |
YemenTimes.To whom it may
concern, it was titled and the
story followed. Gillian and
Wilhem Magar are a couplef
from Europe who have been cycling
around the world. Their journey begal
two and half years ago from France an
they have cycled through 12 countrieg
France, Italy, Slovenia, Croatia,
Bosnia, Sicilia,Tunisia, Libya, Egypt,
Sudan, Ethiopia andemen.Today, as
they are inYemen, more specific they
are right now in Mukala, Hadramout,
they are both excited and disappointed
“We are two world cyclists unable to
cycle in Yemen” they said. Reason
being is that with the recent kidnapping
and security issues of the country th
tourist police did not grant our two ath
letes permission to cycle around thg
country.
Gillian said: “We really hope the kid
napping situation is resolved so tha
tourists can enjoy the kindness of th¢
Yemeni people as we have experience
so far.We cannot say more about the
landscapes though, as we only kno
Sana’al”
It has been three weeks for Gillia
and Wilhem in Yemen since their
arrival on the 20th of December, ang
yet they have not had their share of thi
beautiful country. Now that it is Eid
holidays there might be an opportunityGillian and Wilhem cycling in Sana’a
to see theYemeni people celebrating
and enjoying peace and fun.
Coming from the north of the globethat we came here, although we camore freely then | wish folYemen
Discover the world

cycling self-sponsored journey in quesin Yemen, then Pakistan and India.éW people are very friendly and nice.”
to discover the world for themselves.haven't decided where to go once we
Two and half years agdyilhem, the are in India, but at least we knome Kibda wa Kalawi Mashwiya and Qat

judge.”

decided they would become world €iti getting the suitable vis&Ve still want

“We want to see through our own eyes@Gillian explained.

Adamant to get something from
French accountant and his wife Gillianare heading there for noWl/e hoped to Upon trying Yemeni food, Gillian has Wilhem | asked again, “then tell me, if
the development activist from Irelandvisit Iran but we were not successful indecided that she likes best: Kibda wgou would change something about the
Kalawi Mashwiya (grilled liver and whole world, what would you change?”
zens for the next decade of their livesto visit Iran if we had the chance.” kidney). “She likes Kabab too” addedhe thought a little before he said: “A
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Gillian and Wilhem'’s diary in Sana’a

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen
Email:

would become an international citizen.three weeks in Sana’a: “We are happyther way of expressing themselves Old Town Sana’a

17th December 2005 After a late awaking, we go out. The streets are buzzing

and now they are heading east. Nexdnly talk about Sana’a since we havemore space and to be free in expressir with activity and radiant under the strong sun rays. Not a cloud in sight. This
They started with an idea to carry eut stop would be Oman, through Mukalanot been able to go else where. But ththeir mindsWe have been here only for
a short period and we really cannot

high altitude town at 2,313 metres (7589ft) is dry and dusty. Women are shop-
ping. They are fully dressed in black, withliga (long black dress), makrama

(black headscarf) and lathma (black veil hiding their faces from strangers).
Only their eyes and hands are showing. Foreign women are easy to spot...they
aren’t covering their hair...Spokes, out of respect for tradition covers hers.
Great we think! Surrounded by this new traditional way of life. Yamenis

make us feel comfortable and welcomed, greeting us with sheer smiles and
‘salaam Aleikum’ Spokes receives a few “welcome” from beneath the veils

Wilhem teasing her. They have triedworld without boarders where people with smiley eyes.
because everything we here is seme Gillian andWilhem chose to travel Arais (bread with minced meat), can freely go from one place to anoth

A striking sight is the cheek of most men. One side of their mouth shows a huge

body’s else’s opinionWe want to learn by bicycles because it is the most enviYemeni style beans, chicken and meaer.” Impressed with his answer, | had to swollen cheek. Once you look more attentively, you realise it is their fasourit

and understand different cultures andonment friendly way to travel. They “We had Qahawa bilhail, it was very agree.

meet different people”, saitlVihem decided to makeYemen a stopping tasty.We liked the coffee” Gillian said.

when | asked him about the purpose opoint because of the encouraging eom Socializing withYemenis, the couple Spare parts

their journey around the world. Theyments they heard about the countrhave had their personal Qat chewinduring their stay inremen, Gillian and

are even planning to have a baby somdrom a Dutch couple they had met inexperience. “I chewed from 2 in theWilhem came across many funny inci
Gillian commented on their after noon to 10 at night. | didn’t feel dents. “It is enough to think of all the
high as they said | would, but | could simple phrases théemeni people use

where on the road. Their baby for reaEgypt.
n't sleep for many hours after that”.everyday on casual basis.'Wilhem

Wilhem said. However Gillian hada
little bit different experience: “I fela

it was a wonderful experience.” &h ence.”

Yemen.

A world without boarder to be delivered inYemen.” Wilhem

jumped Wilhem. “It wouldn’t be

believes or my opinion and not whatnever gotten  them.” Wilhem

but she had something more to ad, “théhings done inYemen very easily”

pening because people do not have aryere and it is very much available.”

In a small cafe in Dairee street.

said. Gillian added, “Cycling down the
river bed and trying not to fall in a hole
little different, | guess it was because or get hit by a car coming from
danced a lot. | chewed from five to 10,nowhere is also an amusing experi

If there were one thing you would said. Asif the universality of the spare
change aboutemen, what would it be? parts was not enough, the parts wer
| asked the couple. “Nothing at all” delivered in Aden and stayed there unti
they were claimed by the couple to be
Yemen if | changed it. If | change it thatsent to Sana’a. “Had we not known
means | am putting something of mythey were in Aden, we would have

the country actually is.” Gillian agreed exclaimed. “But at least you can get

kidnapping incidents, if they are hap Gillian interrupted. “there is everything

chatcheeksMWe first metchatleaves when we were in Ethiopia. In Yemen, they
import them mainly from EthiopieChat acts as a stimulant and “opens your
mind”. In Ethiopia, they chew it and swallow it; in Yemen, they stoteder

their cheek and suck the sap out of it, till the corner of their mouth turns green.
In Yemen chatplays a very important role into Yemeni social life. People gath-

er most afternoon anchat together, drinking water and soft drinks to cut the
bitterness out of the leaves. All class of society does it. Shopkeepersnpet,
drivers, consulate staff, men, women, you name it...they chew it...so did we!
Some keep it for the weekend (Thursdays and Fridays) some do it all day, every
day.

We manage to get some take out food - chicken and chips - and then head to an
Internet point. Internet plays a strong part in our journey, as without it we
wouldn'’t be able to keep the website updated, or write to friends and family!

couple were introduced to Qat first in  Perhaps one of the funny incidents
Ethiopia, but there the people swallowthey had when they ordered for spare
the Qat leaves not like they do inparts for their bicycles. “We ordered the
spare parts from England in Ethiopia,
the apre parts were made in France ar You wave; it stops. Each time you sit in a minibus, it costs you 20 Rials

Moving around in Sana’a
20th December 2005 Using minibuses in Sana’a is very easy. You wait by
the side of the road and when you spot a white and yellow van, it is a minibus.

(0.10EUR), whatever the distance the minibus covers. For the unaware travel-
er, an amusing yet startling sight is the musical chair balletrtbatand

women perform in the minibués Wheel was comfortably sat, a 10 year old

girl comes on the minibus followed by 2 other girls, and, with a flick from the
hand, commands Wheel to shift out of the seat to let them sit. Wheelgken
surprise executes. Next stop. Two more women get on; more men shuffle,
until two adjoining seats are made available for the ladies to sdabreach

other, well away from the opposite gender. Women will simply not get on the
bus if only a sit near a man is available. Funny side to it, you quickly adapt.
From Spokes perspective, it is a refreshing and liberating change. In the west-
ern societies, people miss the positive boundaries placed upon women in some
Muslim countries: respect and safety in public places.

countries-the highest number in the sur-

Continued from page 1

This represents 64 percent of the Z R UsO Gains for freedom, though the region as

Among the 35 countries in the

a whole overwhelmingly consists of Americas, 33 are electoral democracies.

Middle East progress amid global gains in freedom

On the whole, the state of freedom
showed substantial improvement world-
wide, with 27 countries and one territory
registering gains and only 9 countries
showing setbacks. The global picture
thus suggests that the past year was one
of the most successful for freedom since
Freedom House began measuring world
freedom in 1972.

“These global findings are encourag-
ing,” said Arch Puddington, director of
research. “Among other things, the past
year has been notable for terrorist vio-
lence, ethnic cleansing, civil conflict, cat-
astrophic natural disasters, and geopolit-
ical polarization. That freedom could
thrive in this environment is impressive.”

Although the countries of the Middle
East lag behind other regions in areas
such as adherence to democratic stan-
dards, independent media, the rights of
women, and the rule of law, the past year
witnessed modest positive trends.
Lebanon experienced the most signifi-
cant improvement; its status improved
from Not Free to Partly Free due to
major improvements in both political
rights and civil liberties that followed the
withdrawal of Syrian occupation forces.
Elections exhibiting increased competi-
tion in Iraq, Egypt, and the Palestinian

Saudi Arabia <« fnmedia environment are
among other encouraging signs in the
region.

According to the survey, 89 countries
are Free, the same as the previous year.
These F R X Q Whehkly1 ¥/ killion inhabi-
tants (46 percent of the Z R Us(Gpula-
tion) enjoy open political competition, a
climate of respect for civil liberties, sig-
nificant independent civic life, and inde-
pendent media. Another 58 countries
representing 1.2 billion people (18 per-
cent) are considered Partly Free.
Political rights and civil liberties are more
limited in these countries, in which the
norm may be corruption, weak rule of
law, ethnic and religious strife, and a set-
ting in which a single political party
enjoys dominance. The survey finds that
45 countries are Not Free. The 2.3 billion
inhabitants (35 percent) of these coun-
tries are widely and systematically
denied basic civil liberties and basic
political rights are absent.

Aside from the Middle East, countries
in the former Soviet Union were most
notable for improvements in freedom
during 2005. In addition to Ukraine,
improvements were noted in Kyrgyzstan,
whose rating improved from Not Free to
Partly Free, and Georgia. Positive

territories; the introduction of Z R P HQ <change was also noted in Latvia and

suffrage in Kuwait; and improvements in

Lithuania, two states where democratic

freedoms had already been consolidat-
ed.

Further gains in the region will likely
depend on the development of the kind
of mature and credible opposition that
emerged in Ukraine and Georgia prior to
their nonviolent revolutions. At the same
time, authoritarian leaderships in
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Belarus, and,
most importantly, Russia have adopted
policies that will make it more difficult for
the development of a genuine civil soci-
ety and will impede the development of a
democratic political opposition.

In Uzbekistan, state violence against
demonstrators, the repression of civil
society, and an overall decline in human
rights conditions during the past year
was sufficiently pronounced to warrant a
decline in the FR X GWrdadom in the
World score to the lowest possible rat-
ing. Only eight countries worldwide
earned a similar status as the worst of
the worst, and two, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan, are in Central Asia. In
Russia-whose freedom status Freedom
House lowered from Partly Free to Not

Y Hs\83-year history.

 Of the four countries that registered
an outright decline in status, the most
significant was the Philippines. The deci-
sion to downgrade this country from Free
to Partly Free was based on credible
allegations of massive electoral fraud,

corruption, and the JRY H U QsPiiQiWV <

dation of elements in the political opposi-
tion. The period since September 11,
2001, has witnessed steady progress in
majority Muslim countries in regions
beyond the Middle East.

*« The steady record of progress
observed represents a powerful argu-
ment against the proposition that Islam is
incompatible with democracy or is an
impediment to the spread of freedom.
Indeed, there has been a striking
improvement in the level of freedom in
majority Muslim countries over the past
ten years. In 1995, 1 majority Muslim
country was Free, 13 were Partly Free,
and 32, or 70 percent, were Not Free.
For 2005, the figures are 3 Free coun-
tries, 20 Partly Free, and 23 Not Free.

Regional Patterns

Democracy and freedom are the domi-
nant trends in Western and East-Central
Europe, in the Americas, and increasing-

Free one year ago-the Putin O H D G HsU VIKih the Asia-Pacific region. In the former

anti-democratic tendencies appeared, if
anything, more pronounced in 2005.
Among the V W X Gther findings:
» The number of electoral democra-
cies increased by three, from 119 to 122.

Soviet Union, the picture remains mixed,
while in Africa, Free societies and elec-
toral democracies remain a minority
despite recent progress. As noted
above, the Middle East has experienced

countries in the Partly Free and Not Free
categories.

Of the 48 countries in sub-Saharan
Africa, 11 are Free (23 percent), 23 are
Partly Free (48 percent), and 14 are Not
Free (29 percent). Of the African coun-
tries, 23 (48 percent) are electoral
democracies.

In$VLD
are Free (41 percent), 12 are Partly Free
(31 percent), and 11 are Not Free (28

In all, 24 states are rated as Free (69
percent), 9 are Partly Free (26 percent),
and 2-Cuba and Haiti-are Not Free (6
percent).

In the 18 Middle Eastern countries,
only one, Israel, ranks as Free (Israel is
also the only electoral democracy in the
region). There are 6 Partly Free states

R W I B9 tbinirieR Q (33 percent), and 11 countries that are

Not Free (61 percent).

percent). A solid majority of the UH J kR QVorst of the Worst

countries, 23, are in the ranks of elec-
toral democracies.

In East-Central Europe and the former
USSR, there is now evidence of a deep-
ening chasm. In Central Europe and
parts of Eastern Europe, including the
Baltic states, democracy and freedom
prevail; in the countries of the former
Soviet Union, however, progress has
been decidedly mixed. Overall, 17 of the
27 post-communist countries of East-
Central Europe and the former Soviet
Union are electoral democracies. In
addition, 13 of the UHJEk Rt@es are
Free (48 percent), 7 are Partly Free (26
percent), and 7 are Not Free (26 per-
cent). Meanwhile, of the 12 non-Baltic
former Soviet republics, 1 country is free
(8 percent), 4 are Partly Free (33 per-
cent), and 7 are Not Free (58 percent).

Western Europe consists largely of
Free countries and democracies, with 24
states Free, 1 country (Turkey) Partly
Free, and all 25 ranking as electoral
democracies.

There are 45 states that are rated as Not
Free, in which a broad range of free-
doms are systematically denied. Among
the Not Free countries, 8 states have
been given the V X U ¥ ldWwest rating of
7 for political rights and 7 for civil liber-
ties. The eight worst-rated countries rep-
resent a narrow range of systems and
cultures. Cuba and North Korea are one-
party Marxist-Leninist regimes.
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are
Central Asian countries ruled by dicta-
tors with roots in the Soviet period. Libya
and Syria are Arab countries under the
sway of secular dictatorships, while
Sudan is under a leadership that has ele-
ments both of radical Islamism and of the
traditional military junta. The remaining
worst rated state is Burma, a tightly con-
trolled military dictatorship.

There are two worst-rated territories:
Tibet (under Chinese jurisdiction) and
Chechnya, where an indigenous Islamic
population is engaged in a brutal guerril-
la war for independence from Russia.
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Israelis keep vigil after Sharon's surgery

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - lIsraelis keeping him sedated,” neurosurgeomcting prime minister oWednesday
kept a nationwide vigil for Prien Felix Umansky told reporters late onafter Sharon fell ill.
Minister Ariel Sharon on Saturday Friday Much of Sharon's popularity amon
after he underwent emergency surgery Hadassah hospital director Shlomdsraelis stems from a belief he cou
to staunch renewed bleeding in hidMor-Yosef said Sharon's brain scartake bold steps toward reconciliatig
brain from a massive stroke. following surgery showed "significant with the Palestinians which other

Doctors at the hospital whereimprovement”. No further medical would not get away with, given hi
Sharon lay in critical but stable condi bulletins were expected, barring majobackground as the archetypal hawk
tion said it could be days before theydevelopments, until after the Sabbath But two opinion polls published ir
knew how much damage he had-sufends at sundown. newspapers on Friday suggested t
fered. But medical experts believe that Nonetheless, throughout the Jewistlunder Olmert, Kadima would still wir]
if he survives it is extremely unlikely state, radios were tuned to on-the-houaround 40 of parliament's 120 seats|
he will ever return to work. news broadcasts for any scrap of newvell ahead of Likud, the rightist part

The death or incapacitation ofinformation. Sharon abandoned, and center-l
Sharon, 77, who raised peace hopes Sharon's doctors, speaking befordabour
by pulling Israeli settlers and troopsFriday's sugery, cautioned against Sharon had been campaigning arj

out of Gaza in September to end 3&indue pessimism over his condition. platform of readiness to give up somegy|| going to die, we're all going to die," |

years of military rule, would create "For some reason, everyone is menoccupied land in th&Vest Bank, but
huge vacuum in lIsraeli politics andtioning the less pleasant things ... anjias vowed to hold on to majdvest
the Middle East peace process. assessment is irresponsible -- tlingBank settlement blocs, a prospe
At Jerusalem synagogues where thean go one way or the other,” ShmuePalestinians say would deny thean
Jewish Sabbath was being observe8hapira, Hadassah's deputy directoriable state.
and atTel Aviv beach cafes where told Israel'sChannel Wo television. In  Washington, White House
youths carried surfboards under their spokesmanTrent Duffy said Bush
arms, Israelis anxiously awaited wordCrucial juncture for peace process continued to pray for Sharon's reeo
on the ex-general's fate after a five- Sharon is reviled ithe Arabworld ery. Rice spoke to Olmert briefly b
hour operation on Friday but increasingly seen by thdest as telephone and an Israeli politicg
"We're all praying for him. He ia  having opened up new prospects fosource said Egypt's President Hos
giant of our nation,” said Jonathanpeace. He suffered his stroke at hi$lubarak also called to wish him wel
Eilat, 47, wearinga prayer shawl at Negev Desert ranch at a crucial junc Palestinian President Mahmou
Jerusalem'$VesternWall, the holiest ture in Israeli politics, as he was fight Abbas telephoned Olmert o
site of Jewish worship. ing for re-election on a promise to endThursday to express hopes Shar
Surgeons at Hadassah hospitatonflict with the Palestinians. would recover, but some othe
staunched renewed bleedingn Underlining his pivotal role, U.S. Palestinians were less forgiving of th

London looks for normality
~ sIx months after bombs
d LONDON (Reuters) - The first thing eﬁ

NGary Stevens saw after a 650-met
Swalk down a dark, smoke-filled tunnel
5 was a young man leaniragainst the |
wreckage of a London undergrounc
train with his left leg missing.
hat But even that shocking sight was
nothing compared to the carnage the
“greeted the duty station manager insid
the carriages blown apart by a suicid¢
efhomber last July 7.

"l didn't realize until then it was a
bomb. He was hysterical saying ‘we're

Stevens, 42, told Reuters.
"There were a few fatalities, somep
Clyery, very seriously injured peoplel
missing limbs and severely traumatized
people as well."

'
.‘dg LONDON
The emergency services took 4CG-
minutes to reach the scene deep unde

V ground at Russell Square station an_he City of London coat of arms is seen as police officers stand
gtevens who had toqstep over corpse%uard in front of the closed entrance of Aldgate undergrou nd station

lto reach the wounded, spent the nexfflfter the bomb blasts in London, July 7. REUTERS

Nkhree hours helping those who had been

- hurt. rying out their attacks nearby, were als@ngines racing past King's Cross.

d He was one of the many unsungphilosophical about the threat. "I think people have got on with it.
M heroes who helped the dazed and "In the early months, we were awarelt's back to how it was before the bomb-
Ofinjured caught up in the four blasts --of being in closed spaces, of peoplengs,a London Undeground inspector,
I'the first ever suicide attacks in westerraround you and what they were carrywho did not wish to give his name, told
€Europe. ing. There was a certain amount of irraReuters.

e

Sharon’s brain on Friday but said theySecretary of State Condoleezza Ricésraeli leader's harsh measures to fight The hombings by four young British tional fear," said project manager Des He said people were no longer obvi-

would only be able to assess the extertanceled a trip to Indonesia anda five-year-old uprising

of damage in days ahead when he iAustralia because of concerns over his One preacher at Friday prayers

weaned off drugs that they said wereondition and the risk of another erup Gaza denounced him as "the man W

keeping him in an induced coma. tion of Middle East violence. wiped the smiles from the faces
He was on a respirator after the Political analysts said Israel'schildren".

operation, his third since being rushedvlarch 28 election, which Sharon had Even before Sharon fell ill, hope|

to the hospitabn Wednesday been widely expected to win as heador peacemaking were dwindling ove
"There is always damage in case®f the new centrist Kadima party a possible delay to January 2

like theseWe have to wait to see how would become an open race withouPalestinian elections and growin

he will react when we lessen thehim. unrest in Gaza anithe \est Bank.

dosage of the medications that are His deputy Ehud Olmert was named

Suspected rebels blow
up Sri Lanka patrol boat

COLOMBO (Reuters) - Suspected
Tamil Tiger suicide bombers sark
naval patrol boabff Sri Lanka's east
coast early on Saturday and 13 of th
15 crew were missing, the navy said
in the worst attack at sea since a 200
truce halted civil war

Nearby fishermen pulledwo sailors
alive from the water after the pre-
dawn attack on the Israeli-built fast
patrol boat just outsid@rincomalee
naval harbar and the Navy was
searching for the rest of the crew, al
initially feared to have died.

One of the survivors saidTager boat
had rammed their boat and exploded
destroying both vessels, a militar

source said. Harbor police said they =8 e
had heard a loud explosion. ;
If confirmed, it would be the first sui- [ ™,

T P gy -
ger fighting boats put on a display to mark the Tami | Tiger "Heroes'
in this Nov. 27. file photo.

cide attack on the military since th el

ceasefireA similar atackonthenavy Sea Ti ' '
in Trincomalee harbor and killed 12 Day" off the east coast of Sri Lanka's Mullathivu

. . : REUTERS
sailors led a previous ceasefire to col-

lapse in 1995. analysts say shows they are using this due in Sri Lanka on January 23
Officials said crews searching thetruce to regroup and rearm
Trincomalee site after daylight couldThe boycott helped hard-liner emment has put the onus on him
not even find debris from the two ves President Mahinda Rajapakse win thesort out the venue. Analysts say bg
sels. election. sideswill haveto compromise orisk
"We believe itvasaTiger suicide mis- Each recent attack on the military hagacinga gim scenario.

sion.The Dvora (fast attack craft) wasalso come on the heelsTifger reports Foreign Minister Mangala
completely destroyed,” said Navyof army abuses and killings. The gov-Samaraweera, capping afiicial visit

spokesman Commodore Jayanth@amment is probingne such incident to Washington where he sought
Perera. "V&'re still looking for the 13 after five Tamil youths the army said American help to avoid a slide bagk

missing." were blown up by their own grenadeinto war in the island state, sai
Military spokesman Brig. Prasadwere found shot dead execution-styleColombo was "still willing to walk
Samarasingheaid it was too earlfto  Sporadic violence also was continuinghat extra mile for peace"”.

consider the missing to be feared deagn the northern army-heldnclaveof

currents. territory, where troops conductedmitted to a negotiated settlement
In December 39 military personnel search and cordon operations to rodhis problem and we do not think th
were killed in a string of mine attacks, out suspectedigers. war is an option," he told reporters.
the deadliest month since a 2002rhe Tigerssay they want a political "We wantto bring internationalpres-
ceasefire that diplomats and trucesolution to the conflict, which has sure on the LTTE to come and sit wi

monitors sayis strained to breaking killed more than 64,000 people andus at the table to discuss the weak

point. displaced hundreds of thousands moraessesf the ceasefire anfind ways

The LiberationTigers ofTamil Eelam  since 1983. But they also say they arand means of strengthening it so thgse

(LTTE) were not immediately avail- ready for war unless they are given anlastardly acts do not happen agai
able for comment, but have routinelyethnic homeland in the north and eastSamaraweera added.

denied any hand in attacks on the-milwhere they already run a de fact The United States banned tHETE in
itary -- which analysts and the governstate.

ment say they cannot believe.

The rebels have threatened to resumsearch for peace
their armed struggle unless given wideNew President Rajapakse's governWashington would wade in militarily
autonomy ment and the rebels cannot even agratthe violence spirals intavar.
Suspected rebel attacks escalated afteh a venue for talks, with tHEigers Samaraweera called tfiggers a "bru
the Tigers helped sink the chances otlemanding they should be held intal terror machine" and said the go

ing Sri Lankan troops, but diplomat

the candidate seen as most likely t&urope and the government insistingernment feared a possible backlash i

reach a peace deal by boycottinghyn Asia or at home. the violence continued. But he sa

try to break the deadlock, and the ggv

teared "This is not because of any weakness
because they could be drifting in seaafna, which is hemmed in by rebelbut because we are a government cgm’

1997 and U.S. forces have been trajn

in Colombo say there is no chance

| Islamists on three underground train<Crawford, 50. ously suspicious of their fellow travel-
INand a double-decker bus icentral He added the second failed attackers.
NQ ondon duringthe morning rush hour had really put the public on edge but "The closed-off mentality that people
fkilled 52 people and wounded morepeople had got over that fear now. don't notice anything is back."
than 700 others. "You suddenly realized that it's going Michael Reddy, founder of the
It left Britons shocked and afraid, to be an ongoing thing and you adjustndependent Counselling and Advisory
land that fear was exacerbated twdo that at some level. Service (Icas) which provides psycho-
Sweeks later when a similar plab "You can't live your life constantly logical help to trauma victims world-
J attack three trains and a bus only failedeeling you are at some great danger awvide, said it was usual for populations
because detectives said the suspectesk," he said hit by terrorism to get on with their
bombers' devices didn't go off. lives.
Wrong train or wrong bus But they wouldn't forget what had
Threat still there "I was nervous the first couple of happened.

The threat is still there. London'sweeks," said private investigator "I would have thought that there will
police chief Sir lan Blair said last Joseph Furneaux-Gotch, 51, addindpe a handful of people who will still be
month the security services had foiledhat security measures also appeared &ifected," he said.
three credible plots sincduly ard have eased. "Many, many people will still have
warned that groups were planning fur- "I worked in Northern Ireland and an emotional connection when they are
ther attacks. I'm a bit of a fatalist. If you are on theclose to some place that has a memory

But six months on, most people saywrong train or the wrong bus at thefor them, or when they get on a train or
life on the streets of the capital hasnvrong time, there's not much you careven when they notice a stray packet or
returned to normality. do." a strange-lookinguy with a rucksack.

"I think the only way to prove to In the aftermath of the bombings, the "There will be reminders that will
these people who carried out this terrisound of wailing sirens from the emer-still trigger a small reaction. It's not as
ble atrocity that they haven't succeededency services would provoke anxioughough people have just 'forgotten.™
is for life to carry on and we'll go aboutglances from passers-by fearful of Gary Stevens agrees.
it in a normal way," Stevens said. another attack. "The seventh of July unfortunately

Travelers at London's King's Cross But on a cold, gray January morningwill stay with me until | go to my
mainline station, where the July barely anyone paid the slightest attengrave," he said. "lt's a day I'm never
bombers separated shortly before cartion to the sound of police cars and firegoing to forget."

US: Fewer hunger strikers
at Guantanamo

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The hunger strike. tives as part of the force-feeding process
number of Guantanamo Bay prisoners Martin said peak participation was onand then hurling religious taunts at them
taking part in an ongoing hunger strikeSeptembefl, the fourth anniversary of when they vomit up blood. The military
has fallen by more than half after the al Qaeda attacks on America, whehas denied allegations of deliberately
surge in participation that begaon 131 detainees took part in the protestnflicting suffering in the feeding
Christmas Day, the U.S. military said onHuman rights lawyers, however, esti process.
tOFriday. mate at least 200 were involved at the Most Guantanamo detainees were
th The military last week said participa peak. captured in Afghanistan after U.S.
tion in the protest by detainees, believed Military officials define a hunger forces invaded to overthrow tiialiban,
to be uniformly Muslim, had more thanstriker as a detainee who has refusedhich was harboring al Qaeda leaders.
doubled starting on the Christian holi nine straight meals, and often refer to
day on December 25, with 46 joining in,the strike as a "voluntary fast" and
bringing the total to 84 by last Thursdayforce-feeding as "enteral feeding."

But 44 of those had since ended their Detainees' lawyers say the strikd
dpar'[icipation, Army Lt. Col. Jeremy began in early August after the me
Martin, a military spokesman, said byaccused the military of renegingn
telephone from the U.S. naval base gbromises to bring the prison into com
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, site of the U.Spliance with the Geneva Conventions
rison for foreign terrorism suspects. Detainees are willing to starve them
The Pentagon said the prison houseselves to death to demand humane treg
about 500 detainees, many of whonment and a fair hearing on whether the
have been held for nearly four years, alinust stay, the lawyers said.
but nine without charges. The hunger Bill Goodman, legal director for the
strike has been going on since August 8lew  York-based  Center for | BAGHDAD (Reuters) -A female
with fluctuating levels of participation, Constitutional Rights, which representq Western journalist was kidnapped |i
Martin said. many detainees, said restrictions om Baghdad on Saturday and her tran
Lawyers for detainees call the strike information from the base made it| tor killed, police said.

Jprotest of jail conditions and the prison impossible to know just how many| They said she was on her Wayat}

S
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Police: Western
journalist
Kidnapped In
Baghdad
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"ers' lack of legal rights. The military detainees were taking part. meeting with a Sunni Arab lead

says it treats the detainees humanely "You can't believe them because they when she was kidnapped in the A
and says the strike is intended to "elicihave an interest in trying to purvey thig district near Malik bin Anas mosqu
media attention and bring pressure operspective that everything a | in west Baghdad.

the United States government to releaséuantanamo is fine and everybody i There have been a spate of kidn
them.” wonderful. In order to do that, they have pings ofWesterners over the past fe

Martin said 32 of the current 40to say there aren't that many hungef months after a lull during most

hunger strikers were being fed thrbug strikers,” he said. 2005. Four Christian peacemakera
tubes inserted through the nose into the Detainees' lawyers have accused theBriton, an American and tw
_stomach. military of violently shoving tubes | Canadians -- are still being held €3
He declined to speculate on why sahrough the men's noses and into thejrtive. A French engineer is also beipg
many had stoppedaking part in the stomachs without anesthesia or sedg held.

7]
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November's presidential poll, whichNorwegian peace envoy Erik Solheimwar was not an option.
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Opinion

Words of Wisdom

The rate of population growth is an
extremely vital factor in the ability of
the country to successfully develop. It is
imperative that the government, Non
government organizations, the media,
educationists, and intellectuals join
hands to make it clear to families that a
' large number of children is a burden
which neither the parents nor the
society can handle
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqgaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yamen Times

/@
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Tragedy of an
honest judge
doubled

Imost exactly one month
ago, | wrote in issue num-

ber 899 about an hones
Yemeni judge and his strug-
gle to remain sincere. At

that time, | did not mention his name du
to this country’s circumstances. Fearin
for his safety, his identity remained anon
mous, but his story had to be told.

On January 2, 10 angry armed me
attacked the home of Judge Sa
Mohammed Hamza and threatened to ki
him. “Come out so we can smash yo
head!” the armed men shouted, surrounc
ing the house. Luckily, he was not along
He was doing some paperwork with twg
judiciary police officers who came to his
rescue.

The tragedy of this is that the attackerg
identities are known. Their names wer
given to authorities and the judge ha$
demanded protection. How could it have
reached this far, to the point of attacking
supreme judge in broad daylight anc
threatening to kill him in front of others?
This is only an example of the extent chagp
controls this country’s security. The powe

power of law. It is sad that such a goo
person was treated this way. Not only is
the exception, he literally could be elimi

nated at any minute, causing last hopes ffo

whither away.
The only thing we can do is pray fo

Judge Hamza’s safety and hope authoritigs

prosecute the attackers and impose the la
We also hope this incident will not dis-
courage him from continuing his splendig
work as before. It is a difficult life; the
thing Yemen now needs most is more pe
ple like Judge Hamza, not fewer.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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2005 frustrations & woes
transferred to 2006

he year 2005 has
already collected
its papers and
departed us,
leaving behind,
as usual, a question an
queries with every single
individual about impact it
has left on their conditions
and in themselves. The er
of a year and the beginnin

sion of events does nit of a fortuneteller or reports of strateg
necessarily imply better studies centers to realize there is no ti
and deeper assessments.framework available for the process

Even before the begin reform. Nevertheless, we understand t
ning of the year of 2005, the absence of a time-framed progr
prospects were pointing would result in skepticism about realit
to its being an exceptien of allegations that the region can aceo
al year in the history of plish a political, economic and sociz
the region. It was then reform, quick and continuous. Fixing t
pregnant with develop- start point does not only mean a rupt
ments ingrained in the with the past and its heritage and movi
of another usually constitute region’s womb by evest to the future. It does not also mean-g
a crossroads for meditation of past years. Events of ting rid of the conduct of randomness.
and a review of people life and thingsthe past years were the result of longneans more important than thatle
over the gone year. If such a questiomlecades of weakness and deteriorationave to adjust the watch of reform
forms a stationary to think about a yearmade by disappointments created bygonformity to the highly-accurate timing
long march to fathom the human experifailures and losses characterizing théut not to local temperamental timings
ment and examine it at the individualwhole f its situations. There is assumption of guarantees tl
level, it is quite certain that events of an The year 2005 was supposed to be theustrations would not continue in th
entire year would constitute an importanbpportunity for repayment of political, 2006 NewYear. It maybe more certai
stop in the life of peoples and nationssconomic andaultural bills, payable for that the ArabNorld would be unable to
where at the end of it they would stop taa long time. Those dues were the producichieve the hoped for expectations
read their past recent, reconsider theiof self-weakness and inability toreform and democracy. Some o its co
actions and to keep a firm grip on theencounter challenges and threats, or twies would remain standstill in thei
fact and create visions that would supkeep pace with speedy changes in thposition in the hope of not falling deptl
port them to dream and work in a differ world in everything. However, the of disaster. Some other countries wo
ent way. painful facts and indicators denote a-conachieve limited gains that do not actug

It would be vitally significant to o cast tinuation and growing of that state. Thisly meet ambitions. But to come out ¢
scrutinizing look at a year gone out ofmeans inflation of those payable billsthis closed circuit obliges the Aral
the history of our Arab region with the entailing an increase in pressures antegimes not to merely give flower

By: Prof.
Abdulaziz al-Tarb

aim to appraise the change that tookensions that would impede efforts forpromises but rather to embark on sweepWw

place or that which did not and the posdisentanglement from inability anding offensive of irreversible reforms. &h
sibility of opening way for them in the destroy expectations to come out thgeople of the region should on their pg
future. Some might reply that one year isegion’s chronic quagmire. show more willand resolution and ta
a short span of time to assess peoples’ As the major issue begins and endstrongly grasp the moment to cross o
march which could be full of experi with reform, it was hoped hat the yearto a new year. Their new year should
ments, successes and failures and mayleould begin with enforcing the princi the starting point for a reformative revc
pains and ordeals, and therefore we havyales stipulated in the “Document oflution delayed for a long time.
to wait for a longer period. | would pledge, accord and solidarity” adopted at The New Year would witness the
respond that the speedy rhythm othe Arab summitiffunisin 2004 as well Palestinian elections, local and preside
human history does no longer allow foras its closing statement. Those weretial elections inYemen and changes i
waiting because it could be death or suiapprovedby Arab leaders and expressedhe Sudan and Lebanon.

cide. A one-year period in the twenty- the resolution to maintain steps of com
one century is more rapid in rhythmprehensive reform, enhancement of the Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an econo
compared to years of the last century anslpirit of citizenship and equality andmist and a professor in Political Science

more fertile in events, a matter makes iexpansion of democracy and the coursand an expert in administrative develop i

imperative to have immediate knowingof partnership. As a matter of fact, we arenent. He is head of a number of profes

of the actual volume of inputs and eut aware that there is no such a program. Isional associations, such as the ArapSa'ada.Complaints tahe Governor of such abuse of pow

puts of those events. Later compreheraddition, we do not need to seek the hel@roup for Investment and Development

of tribes and armed men has exceeded tfefominating the news, espe

affairs.

.confessions of prominent Arab politi wanted to expose the bloody casualtieare sure to diminish with them because

- through an Arab politician entangled inmath of these regimes’ elimination poli Yemen

Lebanon’s political situation in 2005

efore the end

Lebanese affairs, telling cies has crossed their territorial bordersit

eOn top of Sa'da,
now we have
kKidnappings

t seems likeYemen's problems will never end, b
rather become more intertwined and complex, to

at
m

e
g point that anyone seeking to find solutions will have

2t cerebral hemorrhage trying to figure out where to start
It and wherwill they end. When one looks at the exist-
ing situation in the country, we have a very loose security sit

uation, with a civil war brewing still in the suffering gov
norate of Sa’ada, which is getting more punitive for the
and gentle people of Sa'ada, who have never caused pr
&pr anyone beforeThe reports coming out of the governorate
sare not at all that encouraging and paint a terrible picture of
oppression and other abuse of power by certain elementsjof the
military and the security organs, including embezzlement,

|@pings took place and one would think that the Governors of
Jour provinces should be able to ensure the security of all peo
fple who happen to enter their governorates or who live there.
However in Sa’ada, the people of Sa’ada have been subjected
to a mind boggling messy security situation now for al
0 years and it is said that the Governor there takes a ot of
the responsibility for all the mayhem and even the oppression
rthat the good folk of Sa’ada are forced to live under, yet the
Governor of Sa’ada is not to be subject to any accountability
or all the agony of the citizens of Sa’ada Governoratere
Hés a lot of blood being spilled in Sa'ada and it is precious

Yemeni blood, not to mention all the misery that the people of

Sa’ada have been needlessly forced to live under, as an obvi-
ous sectarian feud is allowed to engulf the entire countryside
of the Governorate. The late General Abdul-Karim A
Mansour, was once a Governor of Sa’ada and he was

of such mistreatment of generally good law abiding citize
the people of Sa’ada are well known for being.
But the kidnappings in Mareb and Shabwa have cau

oneanything toprevent the kidnappings anywaince tribal
riction lies at the root of the problem of the kidnappings
a'ada, however, thehole population _of the Governorat

of 2005, them the following: their neighbors.However, these regime
Lebanon sur e All Arab regimes, always have ready excuses to justify thé
prised the including leftists, national intervention in other small neighborin
Arab and the ists and Nasserites, havecountries. Often, they allege it is to pr
international world by reached a deadlock. tect the independence and honor of

The  occupation, nation from Zionists, traitors and coloni

oppressing human rights, isers. At other times, it is to save its religi

more merciful with the and creeds. This is the reason why th
Arab nation than national regimes annex smaller countries, in the
regimes. People rebelled name of the nation’s unity

before, dreaming of rulers Lebanon cries out that all of ther

cially  Syrian-Lebanese

Due to Lebanon’s sensi
tivity, they chose the glove
unidentified by most of the
nation. It was the glove of
the misty, inevitable change that willmodern state, but these regimes proved tg and survival. They all are afraid g
overcome the dark area falling betweerbe a nightmare by the end of the last-cerwhat they used to warn others about. It
the Arab Gulf and the Atlantic. Lebanontury and the beginning of this one. the matter of dealing with imperialists.
illuminated this through statements and ¢ Through Khadam, the LebaneseThe problems initiated by Arab regime

By: Atif Awad

cians. Thesuffering Lebanese people and the mentality of canceling others, thés the inevitability of history
encountered qualified them for this #lu methodology of Arab regimes. The result
mination. of this methodology is this tragic situa Atif Awad is an Egyptian journalist

Lebanon addressed the Arab natiomion we now are experiencing. The afterand a short-story writer residing in

Letters to the Editor

is needed. In my view, what Mr
Considering the high rate Khaddam said is, in a sense, emen reputation h3g
of population growth, the more than treason. Thiest, been severely damagy
shortage of water resourcesespecially the United States,by the recent wave of kig
and declining oil production, is looking for excuses to take napping of foreign touristy.
Yemen does not have muchon Syria despite the fact thatThe government offemen
time to solve its problems. Damascus striving for have failed miserably t
try. 1 am responsible foa Immediate action is needed if regional peace and security establish security in th
German supported pro- peace and stability have to beNeutral observers also country .The tourism indug
gramme for the development maintained and conditions for believe that the efforts to try will be negatively
of the private sector. | hate toa decent live for the coming implicate Syria in theasssas impacted by the recent kid
read and hear every day thatgenerations are to be securedsination of Rafik Hariri is yet nappings. Alas Yemen
“Yemen is one of the poorest Best regards and wishes foranother attempt to build caseremains a lawless count
countries in the world”. | say a happy and prosperous newfor aggression against Syria.where thugs and feudal tri
to my colleagues, that Southyear for theYemen Times Under these circumstances,alism essentially rule th
Korea and Switzerland areteam and the people ofthe statement of Mr land. The central gover
examples for poor countries Yemen. Khaddam amounts to betray ment will never be able t
(lack of natural resources), al of his own homeland. establish law and security |n
but notYemen. Asyou as the In fact, Khaddam enjoyed the country as long as the
chief editor ofYemenTimes status of number two person tribal sheikhs remain part ¢f
have stated repeatedfemen ality in Syria for a long time the government. Tribal
does not lack resources, and therefore, his tirade sheikh who hold top pos
Yemen lacks political will and against his own country is tions in the parliament a
good governance.Strong not without motive. This ministries are anti law an
political will and respective President Abdel Halim highly irresponsible state orde, they mostly thrive o
action are urgently needed toKkhaddam following an ment could lead to a series ofchaos and disorder. They gre
establish good governance, toimmature and dangerousmisfortunes for Syria. the first people who bre
combat qgat, corruption, care statement by him that It appears that Khaddamthe law and behave i
lessness in the public sector President Bashar Al-Assadhas ultimately fallen to the gangsters. The government
illiteracy, low level of educa had threatened Rafik al West. This is yet another should never waiver to t
tion and skills among the Hariri, the former Lebanese example of Mir Jaffars and demands of these murder
mass of the people and toPrime Minister, who wa Mir Sadigs bringing miseries terrorists, but act firmly an
change those attitudes that areassassinated last Februaryto the Ummah for the sake ofdecisively against thede
not conducive for economic Syrian parliament has unani petty personal gains andmobsters.
and social development. mously voted to put Mr interests.
These are only some of theKhaddam on trial for trea Barkatullah Marwat
areas where immediate actionson. bumarwat@yahoo.com

Immediate action
is needed
wish to express my appre
ciation for your editorials
in Yemen Times, especially
when you write about the eco
nomic situation of the coun

Kidnapping in Yemen
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who would establisha became afraid and are looking for secufi

thing about it.On the contrary, many people in Sa’ada are say

ing that he is indeed encouraging their terrible plight and has
one all he could to encourage the anti-Zeidi storm that has

been lately unleashed for no understandable reason wi

I Isn't time to look at th

overnorate of Sa'ada and wonder why the Governor cannot
Gome upwith a solution to the problems he has helped so
much in instigating.

Yes, the kidnappings are indeed an unwelcome develop
rment and will surely do irreparable damage to our all| but
éiecapltated tourist industry and every effort must be matle to
end this bad stain on the imageYeimen. Everyday,Yemen
has been making headlines all over the world and one is

hocked to find that the news outside is even more detailed
an what we are getting at home.

Who are the people being kidnappe8a far almost all 0
them have been from the friendliest countrie¥emen, both
in terms of the bilateral aid they giveYemen and the nun
ber of tourists that have come to visit our land of peace
tranquility. One wonders if these kidnappings are really n
than just for settlement of tribal dispute®ne would thing
also that much government neglect of the area could dave
role in leaving people without access to health, education and
other vital services that could do wonders in keeping people at
ease and law abidingEven the released kidnapped peaple
have shown some sympathy for their captors as they jhave
found deprivation anajor concern worth noting by the g
ernment. If the people of Mareb, Al-Jouf, Shabwa and poor
poor Sa’ada are being so deprived, then what progress have we
really made in providing equal opportunities folamenis t
live in peace and to have access to the most basic of sefvices?

Surely it is time for Parliament to ask the Government-seri
ous questions about the state of the countydnapping
should be controlled and it is time that the tribal chiefs be
asked to start showing some real genuine leadership by con
trolling their constituencies and bringing law and order to their
domains.They can't just be given budget allocations and other
gratuities from the government without having to produce the
peace and stabilityemen badly needs if it is to ever have any
hopes for development.

If the kidnappings do not cease immediately, we can never
hope for a revival of our tourist traffic, let alone expect tciHsm

=

S,

and
ore

to become a promising thriving sectddoreover, for a co
try that once prided itself for its hospitality and friendly
come to all its visitors, who come in peace, we now Iz
badly tarnished image that will take miracles to corr&ets,
kidnappers must be dealt with punitivebyt then again, th
people of Mareb and Shabwa and Al-Jouf must have access to
basic services and jobs to keep the people busy, and let them
feel obligated to abide by the lasBut when they are getti
nothing to start with except new governors, who probablywill
not be able to do any better than their predecessors unless, they
start looking after their constituencies, in a more dignified
manner than what we are seeing in the Governorate of Sa'ada,
kidnappings will be just another indication of the inability; of
the government to keep the peace of the land.

el
ve

Hassan Al-Haifi isa Yemeni political economist and jour
nalist for more than 20 years.
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Yemen Press Review

By: Mohammed Khidhr

people has forced the higher commissiobesiege the ruling party. However, thq
of elections to annul the elections ininitiative mingled with a group of ideas
Baghdad and five other governorates anthat ungratefully deny many of the
reconsideration is underway to cancel th@ational pillars in which the people
election results in Basra and Babylonbelieve. If the JMP parties have figured
This is evidence that the elections wer@ut that this is the time for the cold war]
rigged in all governorates of Sunniand the initiative is their weapon, the
population and Shiite governorates agolitical reality has proved its failure
well. which lacks of national tactics and
Main headlines The popular pressure of the Sunnis irignorant of the political tactics. Thus it
Tragic stories in the Thaphir village, Irag who form more than 60% of thehas taken its way to trash basket.
search for survivals goes on people in Iraq and Shiite leaders of Iraa

Called for teaching citizens the with strong support by America and Iran o

freedom, Observers: Al-Yadoumi try to describe them as minority, forced

Annas weekly
2 Jan. 2006

omITOdmX W
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inaugurated the opposition programthe elections higher commission to| [
for peaceful struggle reconsider the rigged results of elections
- Crisis inside the Elections ]
Commission wivi ol ‘Kl Attariq weekly
- GPC distributes its offices among the (, — =1 3 Jan. 2006
General Committee amidsta | 4 '

Main headlines
Baaoum: YSP leadership committed
mistakes for the desire to cancel the
issue of the south

Security and military forces surround
the area of the Italians kidnappers
Symposium oriYemen unity in Aden
Baaoum rejects the JMP project

“democratic” dispute
The GPC musters its media and the
JMP alerts its press to fight the battleManbar Al-Shoura weekly

of initiatives 1 Jan. 2006

Rising rate of crime itYemen along

with rise in rate of controlling it in Main headlines

2005 New government headed by -Al
In Taiz, 235 illegal societies cancelled ~ Salami and disputes with IMP
Teacher kills his wife in Hafash - Kidnapped Germans released
district, Mahweet governorate Supreme Commission of elections
reaches solution with political parties; -
Islah puts condition of law amending
Woman police participate in rescuing-
victims of Thaphirvictims
Immunization campaigns changed-
into commercial deals

Yemen for joining the GCC

Victims of Thaphir village landslide
rise to more than 70 persons
Three villages in Amran receive -
American medical assistance
Smuggled medicines seized in Hardh

3

Columnist Dr Hosni Al-Jawshaie
devotes his article to talk about the UN-
role in the Iragi legislative elections
saying since the beginning of Iraqi-
elections on 15 December 2005 it was
clear for observers that the role played by Writer Abdullah Ahmed Banafie says
the United Nations was dubious and The political editor of the newspaperin an article after the latekilling prices
greatly biased to Irag’s Shiites. Since thesays in his article thatemen is not far dose implemented by our government by
very first beginning of elections from world policies or what happens inraising fuel prices by more than double,
statements were repeated by officials ithe world, of conflicts and cold and hotthe government has surprised us with
the UN that the elections werewars. In the past months the politicalwhat is called the wages structure. That
progressing in a good waOn his part the arena had witnessed clear indicationa of structure has hit the citizens with.
chairman of the higher electioncold war and made the political circlesdisappointment instead of treating the
commission  Hussein  Al-Hindawi question whether declaration of the JMRlisorder created by the price dose. Many

with the committees entrusted withsearch for a peaceful solution for the war
preparing its final procedures.

Yemeni-Gulf meetings for qualifying Al-Balagh weekly

Main headlines

structures and establishments

Islah party accused it with providing
climates for election frauds, Elections
Commission fails to report to the
Court of South-West Capital
Secretariat

After Bab Al-YemenMosque, Army
soldiers pull down another mosgsie’
wall, shoot at citizens

Islah condemns tourists kidnapping,
Third kidnapping operation in the
country in les than two months

In a tempestuous parliament session
to endorse state budgetA
government tampering with billions,
opposition demands for reform,
majority legislating corruption

instead of the sound of bullets. They-
asked why the parliament does not
interfere and finds a peaceful solution
where the states preserves its prestige and
preserve the life of the citizens and that
the solution should be according to the
constitution and the law with preserving
the higher interest of the country and the
citizens rights.

The writermaintains saying the victor
in this war is vanquished whoever may
be. Those who get killed are the sons of
Confrontations continue in areas ofthis homeland and tragedies that happen
Nashour and Umalmaalim, Army are insideéfemen not outside it.
troops advance towards AlSalem and The state is faced with great challenges,
put pressure onWaelah sheikh to more important is the economy and the
confront Al-Houthi supporters second is the political map. The internal
Kidnappers of Italian tourists demandchallenges are very many and those of Columnist Zaid Al-Shami says in an
release of their relatives andoutside are no less. The challenges dirticle says we hoped that the ruling party
reparations security and stability impose themselvesvould reconsider its address and
Man and two women killed in a 40- strongly and against them the state needslationship with the other political forces
year-old vengeance case in Mareb to close the file of Saada in order to beand considers them as partners rather than
armed gang attack a sewage project ifree in dealing with the other challengessubjects or enemies. It has nonetheless
Taiz The writer concludes by calling for maintained its disdain of others and
raising slogans of construction, peace angreaching them orhow to think and

Jan. 2006

announced the results would be broadcastitiative for the political and national journalists have written on this lame The editor in chief of the newspapersecurity and stability instead of slogans ofvork. It continued using phrases of
in two weeks. But after three days hepolitical reform was the first spark af structure that derived its sickness from itgjevotes his article to tackle the ongoingdestruction, war and that of the sound ofccusations and humiliations until they

began to launch the first test balloons taold war Theywondered if it was awar

showing noticeable progress of the Shiitetmospheres in the country prior towages law reflects the government’s si

alliance in Baghdad and Basra, even imonvention of the ruling GPC 7thtemperament telling people to accepthan 16 months. He says they felt

the governorates of Sunni majority. Thisconference. Th&PC tries to prove to all, what is given to them, brushing aside t

flagrant doctoring that occurred in theinside and outside, that it believes indemocratic language of addressing othergoing on there, requesting the parliamer
elections sponsored by the UN has placedemocracy and what is rumored ofThe bad characteristics of this wages lawo an actual intervention to end the wai

the European Union in a dilemmaexistence of democratic failures are jusmeant to ridicule the people and want

because it had praised the “decentéxposed attempts intended by the JMP tput an end to theniddle class. What we (ifferentiate between children, women or

elections, as the Europeans describekide behind to justify its political failure hear in the street is that the wag
from the beginning and are until now stilland inability. structure is implemented according

_ ( ed if i makers because it has not been studigfyhting in the governorate of Saadabullets.
sense reaction of other parties byahead of the presidential and locaknough in order to be aware of allmentioning he has received contacts from

announcing preliminary results of voting,elections or just to influence the politicalcircumstances and developments. Thgaada inhabitants appealing for stoppinn

had become fixed terms in the GP
dictionary ofaddresses. Whaas made it
worse is its intentional mixture between
the GPC as a ruling party and the
homeland possessed by the people of
Yemen and in considering itself as the
only representative of all theeople. This
assumption and mixing pushes the
brothers in the GPC to go further in
despotism and in dealing with others as
€glderly people. In their contacts SaaddMain headlines second or third degree citizensVe
tocitizens say the war has destroyed houses Opposition blocs in the parliamentwished to listen tocriticism of that

Ckhe destructive war going on for more

heurprised about silence towards what it

tand closing that file that does notAs-Sahwa weekly

keeping silent. But because of the popular The JMP initiative emergedold and  peculiarity of each governorate andand farms and electric power has been cut refuse the state budget, the majoritypehavior not to stabilize it, for otherwise

pressure and the daily demonstrationsomplains in most of its article from lossspecial attention is paid to some peoplgrom many of the villages there. The

approves it there is no meaning for pluralism

staged by various components of the Iragf political focus pivoted on how to because they were ready to be generowgizens wondered why the state does not Fighting corruption needs no newapproved in the constitution.

Semi-rational
exuberance

By: J. Bradford DelLong greater than zero. Those who invested The past decade offers us tw
and reinvested their money inreasons. First —if we grant that Shiler

Bradford DelLong is America’s stock market over the pastegression analyses correctly identifi¢
Professor of Economics at thedecade have nearly doubled it, evefong-run fundamentals a decade agd

University of California at after taking account of inflation. betting on fundamentals for the lon

Berkeley and a former Why was Shiller wrong?Ve can term is overwhelmingly risky. Lots o
Assistant US Treasury pointto three factors, each of which cargood news can happen over a deca
Secretary. take roughly one-third of the credit forenough to bankrupt an even slight]

In 1996, Yale economist Robert annual real returns of 6%, rather thardeveraged bear when stock prices lo
Shiller looked around, considered thezero, over the past decade: high; and lots of bad news can happée
historical record, and concluded that - The high-tech revolutions behindenough to bankrupt an even slight]
the American stock market wasthe very real “new economy,” which leveraged bull when stock prices log
overvalued. In the past, whenevehaveaccelerated Americacompanies’ low.
price-earnings ratios were high, futureproductivity growth. Thus, even in extreme situationrs
long-run stock returns were low. But
now prices on the broad index of theaway from labor and toward capital,late 1999 and early 2000 — it is ve
S&P 500 stood at 29 times the averag&hich have boosted corporate profits aslifficult even for those who believe thg
of the past decade's earnings. a share of production. they know what fundamental values a

On the basis of econometric -Increasing risk tolerance on the parto make large long-run bets on them.
regression analyses carried out byf stock market investors, whichis even more difficult for those wh
Shiller and Harvard’s John Campbell,appears to have raised long-run priceelaim to know this and who want t
Shiller predicted in 1996 that the S&Pearnings ratios by around 20%. make large long-run contrarian bets
500 would be a bad investment over the None of these three factors wasonvince others to trust them with the
next decade. In the decade up t@bvious in 1996 (although there weremoney.

January 2006, he argued, the real valugigns of the first and inklings of the If it were easy to pierce the veils ¢
of the S&P 500 would fall. Even third for those smart or lucky enough totime and ignorance and to assess lo
including dividends, his estimate of theread them). In 1996, betting on run fundamental values with a hig
likely inflation-adjusted returns to Shiller's regression analyses was degree of confidence, it would b
investors holding the S&P 500 was zeraeasonable and perhaps intelligent thingimple and safe to make larg
— far below the roughly 6% annual realto do. But it was also an contrarian long-run bets o
return that we have come to think of a®verwhelmingly risky thing to do, as fundamentals. In that case, the sm
typical for the American stock market. anyone who followed the portfolio money would smooth out th

Shiller's arguments were compelling. strategy implicit in Shilles analysis enthusiasms — positive and negative
They persuaded Alan Greenspan tdearned. of the uninformed crowd.
give his famous “irrational exuberance” This takes nothing away from the But, of course, we cannot overcon
speech at the American Enterprisémportance of the question that Shilledong-run uncertainty. As J.P. Morga
Institute in December 1996. Theyaddressed. Just why is it that stoclput it when asked to predict what sto
certainly convinced me, too. markets around the world are subject tprices would do, “They will fluctuate.”

But Shiller was wrong. Unless thefits of “irrational exuberance” and
American stock market collapses‘excessive pessimism”hy dont J. Bradford DelLong is a Professor ¢
before the end of January, the pastational and informed investors takeEconomics at the University g
decade will have seen it offer returnamore steps to bet heavily onCalifornia at Berkeley. He was th
that are slightly higher than thefundamentals and against theAssistant USrBasury Secretary during
historical averages — and much, muctenthusiasms of the uninformed crowd?he Clinton administration.

- Shifts in the distribution of income like the peak of the dot-com bubble |n

The oligarch wars

By: Boris Berezovsky courts exist merely to do the bidding ofthought that Russia was about to
those in power. become a market economy, they had
oris Berezovsky, a deputy  Putin’s war against the oligarchs isseen that the turn had already happened
head of Russia's National sometimes interpreted as a fight-and so were miles ahead of the game.
Security Council under against separate individuals or against Second, having quickly established
Boris Yeltsin, lives in ill-gotten wealth. In fact, it is a war their businesses, they had the will to
exile in London. against independent people with theget involved in politics at critical
I am in no position to be dispassion-wherewithal to stand up and be countmoments, and ruthlessly to defend the
9 ate about President Viadimir Putin'sed. The fight began with the parlia-political system that they felt was
war against Russia’s “oligarchs,” thementary elections of 2003, when indeneeded for capitalism to survive in
d%lass of men and women (yes, there angendent politicians were systematicalRussia. Boris Yeltsin's re-election in
Y some, the wife of Moscow Mayor Yuri ly stifled. | may disagree with the lib- 1996 was such a moment.
Pk yzkov being the most prominent)eral Grigory Yavlinsky and his  Unfortunately, at a certain moment,
*Mwho control the country’s most lucra-Yabloko Party, or with Anatoly some oligarchs started explaining
Ytive companies and natural-resourc€hubais (who continues to servethemselves. Mikhail Khodorkovsky
Kassets. How can | be neutral, as | arRussia by heading the national electhe jailed boss of Yukos Oil, for exam-
usually counted among them? But artricity company), but both faced insur-ple, began to repent his actions pub-
insiders’ perspective is valuablemountable obstacles to gaining seats iticly in order to please the Kremlin.
nonetheless, for only an insider knowshe State Duma (the lower house ofAlthough | hate to be critical of a man
Ywhat is really being done behind theparliament). unjustly imprisoned, his example
I scenes. They were kept out of parliamentshows that most of the oligarchs lacked
® Having been a target of Putin’ because, in truth, they represent morthe toughness to defend the political
It“war,” | can speak of it in very con- than themselves; they stand for peoplsystem in which they believed. They
crete terms. Because | was forced tavho sincerely wish to defend the ideabickered among themselves and fell
P leave Russia and defend myself fronof a “liberal Russia,” a country that isinto a trap.
©Othe Kremlin while in exile in England, free and democratic. They were basi- That trap was the phony belief that
™| know how the entire repressive powercally destroyed politically — scared capital and power can be made sepa-
of a state can be brought to bear on away, fired from various jobs, or rate. But such a wall of separation does
fsingle man. forced to leave the country. not exist in true democracies. On the
9~ Such a thing could not happen in a There is more than a whiff of contrary, wealthy people and business-
N Western democracy. Can anyone imagdaypocrisy in Putin’s anti-oligarch cam- es in countries throughout the world
€ ine the workings of the entire Frenchpaigns. Among the people persecutingompetewith each other and with other
€ state — the police, the security serviceghe oligarchs, | haven't met one whointerest groups for political access and
! the military, and the bureaucracy —isn't trying to become an oligarch him-influence.
arBeing coordinated to secure the imprisself. Indeed, Putin's treasured KGB Indeed, such political action makes
F onment of a lone individual? In Russia,cronies, who are supposed to be suctor responsible wealth. For only in this
it is more than imaginable. ascetic hard men, all seem to be marryway is great wealth made a healthy and
For years, the whole force of theing their government jobs with lucra- organic part of the country’s political
€Russian state has worked relentlessl{ive posts in state-owned enterprisesand social life. So, if Putin wins his
[]to ensure my extradition to Russia inThe infamous Igor Sechin, thewar against the oligarchs, it will be a
'korder to portray me as a criminal. ItCardinal Richelieu of Putin’s Kremlin, Pyrrhic victory: wealth will be more
took me three years in a London coursomehow also manages to have time tivan intimidated; it will become purely
to prove that | was being prosecutede the chairman of Rosneft, the biga creature and plaything of power.
f for purely political reasons. The British state oil concern.
f authorities ruled that | was to be given Two conditions marked Russia’s oli-
® asylum — a decision that fortunately isgarchs for persecution. First, theyBoris Berezovsky is a former director
not being challenged in Russia. At leastould foresee the future more clearlyof Russia’s National Security Council.
some in the Kremlin realize that not allthan others. So when everybodyHe lives in exile in London.
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Investment opportunities in Aden

The Yemeni government plans to single out spacious land areas in Aden 1
various building projects, parks and recreational facilities.

the beautiful appearance it deserves ahese practical measures to revive st
the economic and commercial capitahant investment, especially regardi
he Yemeni government of Yemen. land plots allocated for investme
intends taking resolute As part of government’s interest inprojects in Aden’s Industrial Zone. Th
measures to encourageattracting investments and offering state Free Zone Authority recent
investors and offer neededinvestment opportunities, théemeni announced a number of investme
facilities to activate pres- president also ordered granting landpportunities in Aden Free Zone, 4
ent investment sector stagnation anglots to a number of city investorskm south of Sana’a, noting that th
attract investment capital in availableaccording to a 99-year lease.are very good opportunities, especia
opportunities, especially in Aden Freelnstructions also include offering as investment law allows noreienis
Zone. investors vital building projects for to fully own projects and enjoy ta
In this regard, President Ali tourist, residential, industrial and cem exemption up to 25 years.
Abdullah Saleh directed speedy evacumercial purposes. Aden previously offered four larg
ation of Aden’s Badr Military Camp  Presidential orders previously stipu investment projects: an air freighi -
and its land handed over to the Freéated merging the state’s real estatdage at Aden International Airporg
Zone to build an air freight village. survey department and land registr\complementary project to build a co
Presidential directives also includedand the Ministry of Publi®Vorks and tainer station, a storage area and de
evacuatingrarig Camp and the Central Roads’ urban planning sector into oneopingAden International Airport itself
Workshop in Khor Maksar and usingindependent authority called, “TheA 60-hectare area was allocat
the spacious sites to build theAuthority of Land, Survey and Urbanaround the airport for the buildin
Republican Hospital authorities plan toPlanning.” The measure aimed to easproject.
begin soon in AdenThe modern hos- investors’ procedures in completing Another available investment oppg
pital is part of a plan to offer more their deals and obtaining land licensesunity was a heavy industry and pet
health services to the governorate’s citfor their projects. The directive fol- chemicals project, for which an area
izens. lowed theYemeni cabinet’s decision to 14,000 hectares was specified, in
Large land areas also intend to benerge the Investment Authority and“L” area west of Shaab township
allotted for building a number of parksthe Free Zone Authority into onebuild a heavy industrial zone aral
and recreational facilities for city resi establishment to facilitate investors’2,770-hectare area, “M,” on the nort
dents as part of continued renovatiorobtaining project licenses. ern coast to build petrochemical inelU
and development projects to give Aden Investment specialists considertries near Aden’s oil refinery

By: Mahyoub Al-Kamal i

Kidnapping’s negative impact on tourism

oA plenary meeting grouping high-ranking
representatives of security and cultural authorities
discussed enhancement of efforts to capture whoever

agtries to kidnap tourists to Yemen.
ng

Nt By: Yemen Times Staf
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limited time until security arranged for
hostages’ safe release without
uthorities are making exposing them to any harm. Attendees
efforts to reduce the also stressed the need to provide
impact of the convenient atmosphere for tourist
kidnapping actiity to progress normally.
phenomenon, recently Participants also discussed ways to
returned toYyemeni territories, on tour strengthen security efforts to control
X group numbers and falling touristthose attempting to kidnap tourists,
revenues. The tourist sectorconsideredYemen’s guests, and the
e contributes significant hard currencynegative results the kidnappings will
to the state budget. have on the reputation ofemeni cut action strategy fortourism in
At a recent plenary meeting inpeople’s ethics and on IslamicYemen and enacting the Shoura
N Sana’a, attended by Minister ofreligious principles. They also deemedCouncil’s proposal to create a tourism
velCulture and Tourism Khalid Al- the kidnappings as deformitgmens  ministry with expertise and staff able
Ruwaishan, Minister of Interior Dr image abroad and damaging theo work in that field.
edRashad Al-Alimi, tourist agency national economy by negatively Participants condemned all types of
0 officials and members of the touristinfluencing tourist activity and kidnapping, considering it a crime
promotion council, security and touristinvestment plans. rejected by religion and norms, in
I authorities inYemen, affirmed the A previous consultative meeting ofaddition to harmingYemen and its
0 need to enhance security efforts invahya Mohammed Abdullah Saleh,people and inflicting losses on the
ofcapturing anyone who tries to kidnapchairman of theYemeni Society for tourism sector. They recommended
heourists. Tourism andTravel Agencies, travel forces join to end acts committed by
0 Attendees discussé&ttmen’s tourist group heads and agencythose disregarding stability and
activity and the negative impact fromrepresentatives and tivemeni Union security and stressed that
h kidnapping of tourists by outlaws in for Hotels, demanded applying the lanimplementing the law to fight
S Mareb and Shabwa governorates. Th&o fight kidnapping and highwayman kidnapping is the most effective way
kidnapping incidents continued far incidents. They also demanded a cleato deter such criminals.

2005: Negative economic impact & social failure

Yemeni economists have reviewed measures to help commitment to requirements stipulated irists in this area consider that the opemesulting from installment interest andimplementing of infrastructure projects.

the government uproot corruption ,
corruption, approved byemen that sam

By: YemenTimes Staf ing countries’ practices, especially GCCyear. This led to&’emen’s being deprive

states, in dealing with tariff structure andof support from the Millennium Fund and commodity, consisting omore than 90

n 2005,Yemen accomplished eco organization. Another act involved salesa reduction of approximately $200 m
nomic gains and developmentstax law and what results from somelion in World Bank support.

the United Nations agreement to fighttrade policy did not reflect positively on allotting YR 29 billion for the same pur By implementing thisYemen will work

e the nature and structure ofemeni pose in the 2006 budget, indicating annutowards partnership with GCC statesin

d exports because oil still is the main exportlly increasing loan burdens. manner reflecting positively on expatri

This made financiers reconsider andates’ circumstances in those countries and

il percent of exports and about one-third ofeduce loans and assistance to about 3éalizing economic growth, approxirmat
the gross domestic product. Against thispercent. The situation increased finaning GCC demands regarding economic

especially in infrastructure cen exemptions serving citizens. There also Yemen was an increase in its foreigmon-oil export shares remained marginalciers’demands o¥ilemen for real endeav improvement.

struction. However, against thiswere financial

emerged many hot issues relatedeforms, such as a strategy to reform thesherein the volume of trade exchangedhan industrial product exports.

to implementing a price reform packagefinancial administration, raise employeebetweerYemen and world nations rose
in which prices of oil products increased salaries and restructure many governmenfR 755 billion. Officials expected th
thereby negatively impacting society andnstitutions. value of trade exchange to increasgRo

and administrative trade exchange the first half of 2005 imited to 8 percent of total exports, lessors in structural reform, establishiray

Specialists also expect 2006 will see
suitable environment to attract foreignreal and serious campaign against corrup
to AlthoughYemen managed to reduce itsnvestment capital and fighting corrup tion, especially after the president’
e external debts to $5.6 billion, equalingtion. announcement to form a committee spe
about 40 percent of the gross domestic Yemeni specialists and officials expectialized in fighting corruption. In the

leading to violent acts and confrontations. Economists view measures adopted by.8 trillion, compared to YR 1.4 trillion in product, it faces problems due to laclaof the country will witness noticeable eco wake of retreating international support

Among 2005 measures were legislathe Yemeni government to be among2004, a 21 percent increase.

clear strategy in dealing with loans, lacknomic recovery in 2006, especially infor Yemen, Members of Parliament have

tive and legal amendments to many finanefforts that might help uproot corruption While Yemen’s government officials of active coordination with concernedtourism, investment and infrastruatur worked toward setting up another com
cial laws, such as customs tariff law disseminatedthroughout state institu view the increased volume of tradeparties and weakness in monitoring anénd that oil prices will maintain their mittee to fight corruption. This may con
which created some conformity amongtions, but they need actual implementaexchange as resulting from trade liberalevaluating implementation of fundedincrease, produce a stable exchange ratjtute a reasonable limit on corruption,

customs work concepts and tried as muction, which was not done in 2005, norization and investment openness by

therojects. This led tappropriating YRL9  stabilize balance payments, assist goverrconsidered a stumbling stone to econom

as possible to overcome some neighbowas there any tangible progress seen dfemeni government since 1995, specialbillion in the 2005 budget to repay debtsment spending and provide for continuedc development ityemen.
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Temple of As-Sawda’
A South Arabian pantheon

A temple in Al-Jawf province
reveals the hierarchy of divinities.
The discovery sheds more light on the
South Arabian pantheons.

with bas-reliefsTwo of these pillars are
partially fallen with the decoration face
down.

The entrance portion to the temple

consists of six in situ pillars measuring
more than 7m in height. Followingeh
entrance axis at approximately 1.5m
the rear of it are two pillars. They are
fallen over and broken.

Following approximately the sam
alignment, towards the north, areotw
pillars. Two other pillars located &t

survey was organized in
March 2004, in Al-Jawf
area. The main objective
was to record the location
and the state of
destruction and looting in archaeological
sites inthe region. Part ahe job was to
bring to the attention ofthe Yemeni
authorities and international
organizations the disastrous state of
archaeological sites in Al-Jawin
general and the site of As-Sawda’
particular.
It was realized that all historical sites

g;rggiiﬁwrf]édwtl)?enﬂi]r? thixl(g:a\es?ﬁ‘l:vr\]/ yggrgnveiled the hierarchy of divinities in At the beginning of the seventh c. BC

the subject of illegal excavations whichancient Al-Jawf, especially in As- Nashshan suffered two military
are supporting a prosperous tra{fﬁckin awda’ city. It also revealed the horriblecampaigns waged by the Sabaean arm

of antiquities. Archaeologists visitedggi”"jlge of archaeological sites.

historical sites of Kamna, Ma'inAs-
Sawda’, Shagab Al-Manassa, and Darb
As-Sabi.

An urgent salvage operation féis-
Sawda temple was required. The tas
was undertaken by Remy Audouia,
member of the French Archaeological
Mission inYemen and an expert for the
UNESCO, and Mounir Arbacha
researcher at the Sana’a-based Fren

Institute for Archaeology and Social . . . .
Sciences (CEFAS). The expedition was Based on information from the eighth Temple | of As-Sawda’:

financed by the Social Fund forC: BC, there are several dedicatory and This temple, namedremple I, is

Development. In a report entitled commemorative inscriptions I_eft l_)y thelocated to the _north- east of the city o

“Temple | of As-Sawda’ a South rulers of Nashshan. Their title is notAs-Sawda’. It is 6m in length, 4rm

Arabian pantheon,” the Operationmentloned but it is probably “king” and width at its summit, 7m in depth and 2m
' not “mukarrib”. wide at the baseTwelve pillars were

northwards.

The pillars are covered with images
and inscriptions.A reading of them
reveals the hierarchy of divinities in
Nashshan. The naméeglude Aranyad
and Almagah,Yada’sum and Nab’al,

A cultic scene with the names of the divinities, Hawar and Nakrah.

robably Il. Athtar is one of the principal

the Sabaean kingdom.
Historical Background: The site of As-Sawda’ is located at
The city of Nashshan, the old name ofipproximately fifteen kilometers away
As-Sawda’, appeared towards the eightfrom Al-Hazm, on the left side of
ﬁ. BC as a city-state. Likeother small MathabValley. The site consists aftill,
ingdoms of Al-Jawf, such as Haram,approximately fifteen meters higfithe
Inabba’, and Kamna, it formeda wall of the city runs for 1500 meters, of
politically autonomous entity with its which only a few vestiges remain
own pantheon. It had its own temple, théncluding one well-preserved gate amd
-called “Banat ‘Ad,” attested iAl- few scattered ruins.
awf alone.

The names of goddesses Banat'i

above the scene dhe dancing girls.

divine heroes mentioned for the first
time such as Hamat,
Yatha'an.

Almagah, the official divinity of the
#ingdom of Saba’, is present in the
p
between Saba’ andashshan during the
eighth c. BC. The alliance with Saba’

excavated, six of which were decorated

distance of 1.5m to 2m from the previous
pillars, lie on the same axis, oriented

'Nakrah and Hawar as well as Athtar anc
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The Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam (8

Translated by Edward FitzGerald

<1 And look - a thousand
blossoms with the day
Wo ke - and a thousand
scatter 'd into clay:
And this first summer month
that brings the rose
Shall take Jamshyd and
Ka ik obad away:.
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- "MYivinities of Nashshan and dominates thended with Sabaean domination undeking of Nashshan, llmanbAmar. At the
Nashshan was eventually integrated 'm%ssembly of South Arabian pantheons. the reign ofaribil Watar

end is Banat'il or “Daughters of II.”
| The reading from top to bottom of the

appear at the bottom of the pillars andultic scenes with names of divinities, Obliteration of History:

demonstrates the hierarchy of the divine According to the report, in 2004#he
They are the only female divinities world during that epoch: At the top aresite of As-Sawda’ witnessed a partial
attested on these pillars. Their location aAthtar and perhaps Il. The properdestruction of its remains by illegal
the bottom of the pillars suggests theidivinities of the city-states of Al-Jawf are excavators and looters of objects.
rank in the hierarchy of the Sowthebia ordered as followsAranyada’andVadd  Looters have dug holes at every other
pantheons in general. There are othdjprincipal divinities of the kingdonof  two meters, walls were destroyed, pillars

Nashshan); Almagah (the official were pulled down, and numerous statues

Hawar anddivinity of the kingdom of Saba’) were uprooted from their inscribed

accompanied by Aranyada’; Hawar (thepedestals.
divinity of the kingdom of Inabba’);  The history of Nashshan has only
Nakrah (the divinity of the kingdorof  begun to be written. Researchers hope

antheon due to a strategic alliancéMa’in and of the city of Baragish); for large-scale excavations to begin in

Nab’al (the divinity of the kingdonof order to wunderstand the missing
Kamna); Yada'sum (the divinity of the millennium in the history o¥emen.
kingdom of Haram). Then comes the

Short story:
The Hidden Depressionpart 1 of 2)

instead of allowing people to justbecause her husband beats herlupkids started crying and complaining
grab a ticket and push their waysaid, “Well, go out, but don’t bother asking for their money back becaus
on’t think people through. others!” The woman pointeder the freezing water was unbearakle.
suffer depression only | watched my daughters fromm finger in front of my nose and said,took my baby with me, imagining he
if the weather s shady place under a tree. It was likél will get the police on you and your would have fun floating on the wate
gloomy. Don’t think watching a very hurtful movie, but daughter!” She and her daughterinside his life buoy and splashing
they feel depressed trustedmy kids.They could do it and went away and | saw her point twowater at me. Instead, his lips turne
only if they separate from a partneryreach their seats. They and all thdingers shouting at us, “Not oné, purple and the poor baby screame
suffer from a chronic or terminal other children were treated lika shallbring TWO!” because he could neither stay n
iliness; fail an exam, job, project orboxers punching bag. They were My daughter started crying arld wanted to leave the water. | carrie
interview or live in difficult pushed and pulled but succeeded inomforted her by saying we wouldhim by force out of the water. Hig
circumstances such as war, povertyeturning to their original point. My probably just go home. She asked mg@ws were shivering and his muscle
or stress. Depression has many othéids were patient, strong and brale. seriously if they woulddrag us by were hardening. | was praying tq
reasons, some concealed andas proud of them. Behind them waur collars and throw us in jail. Allah to save my baby.
wrapped in golden paper like gifts. an 8-year-old girl. She clearly waslaughed. We stood eating our ice | called the girl in charge and
pushing my daught&r shoulder.l cream when this mad woman camesked her to be brave enough and
The First Day examined the girl. Her featuresback with two young policemen. Shein the water. She refused, saying s
My friend and | planned to go with seemed to have some abnormgbointed her finger at my daughteris in charge and isn’'t allowed tq
our children the next mornin Al- signs. She was furious and lookedvho was now hiding behind mé. swim. My kids, their lips purple,
Sabeen Amusement Park. Althoughike someone ready to shoot. Shevent over to them and lost myyelled, “Liar! Liar!” The price was
it was the fifth day of Eid, it was still didn’t look like someone coming to temper.Trying to appear terrifying, 1,500 Riyals for adults and 1,00
quite crowded. | suspected it washave fun. Why do people ifemen the policeman said boldly, “Why are Riyals for children.We were about
even worse in the days before. Ougo out with a fighting spirit rather you people allowing your kids to hit nine altogether. | asked her why the
kids wore their caps to avoid thethan a spirit of enjoyment andother kids?” | whispered the wholedidn’t warm up the water, as thats
strong sunrays. As soon as we gopeacefulness? story to him, how it started, that thehumane demandAlso, the stem
inside the park, the children began Finally, my daughters reachedwhole family is abnormal and heroom and the Jacuzzi werén’
asking for bubbles and rubber yo-their seats but as soon as the ridshouldn't have believed them andworking. I lost my temper and told
yos. We bought them and enteredended and they were coming downfollowed them to this place in theall the kids to get out of the poo
while the kids happily jumped up andthis girl followed my daughter and first place. He glanced at the womarright away. They did and
down. In front of each especially pushed her violently for absolutelyand her daughter. He agreed, noddingnconsciously ran to the saunhb.
favored game, there was a veryno reason. |whispered to my his head. Then they left, telling thedidn't stop them. They needed
handicapped queue, if | may call itdaughter to just ignore her because&voman that we will not disturb her warmth. | asked the girl in charge to
so.We discussed whyemenis fail to she seemed mentally unbalancé@ anymore. | looked for my daughter give us back our money, but esh
make queuesand fail to respett then went to buy ice cream. The girlShe was weeping silently behired smiled and said that was impossible.
order. We noticed three queues,followed us with her mom who also nearby tree trunk. | hugged her and shouted, “Well, so is the water! It is
which had begun as one and theseemed abnormal. Although her faceold her things like this happen ahd impossible!”
suddenly scattered at the end intavas covered and only her eyesasked her not to exaggerate. | looked The kids started getting hungry.
three branches like a fork. Also,peered through her veil, | still at my friend. She looked at me andsent one of my daughters to bay
while moving forward, a normal distinguished that she suffered someve asked each other the samglate of French fries. It cost 500
movement for any normal queue inmental problem. Her daughter startedinspoken question, “Is this havingRiyals, more than the price of a Kilg
any normal place, women andmaking faces at my daughter, yellingfun during Eid inYemen?” of potatoes, so we expected the
children violently pushed and“Na Na Naaaah,” and sticking out would give a lot of French fries. My
elbowed others. her tongue. | held my daugh®r The Second Day daughter returned with very littlé.
Men had separate queues ahd wrist, as she was losing her temper Since the month before Ramadancounted the fries; there were aroun
respected that because if men an8he pulled away, ran and pushed thee had heard about a new clean anii3. There also were differen
women were inthe same queue, girl, shouting, “Behave yourself!” modern swimming pool for ony sandwiches on themenu. We
serious problems would have ariseiThe mother then told my daughterwomen and children/e visited and ordered, but the cook said she had
due to the pushing. | also wa not to speak to her daughter becauseere very pleased, as indeed it wabread so we were forced to bu
astonished to see some adults pusshe belongs to her! My daughter very clean. The pool size was idealFrench fries for the price of about 2
children out of the queue, makinganswered, “I don’'t care who shethe water was a transparent blue ankilos of potatoes. After we ate, the
them weep and feel terrified. Thebelongsto, but if she belongs to you, the decor was very colorful andgirls in charge began looking at thei
mood of enjoyment and fun then make sure she behaves herselffeautiful. Additionally, there waa watches and tidying up, although i
definitely disappears once a child It was awkward not to be by mysauna, Jacuzzi, steam room, aerobiagas only 4:30We were then asked
weeps. For example, how can anyondaughterso | stood beside her. | hateroom and a small cafeteriddle directly to leave because they wante
enjoy driving bumper cars afterviolence, especially of the tongue. entered walking while our kids to go home.We all felt depressed.
reaching the steering wheel throughasked the woman who she thinks shbhappily hopped and jumped. We had the feeling of being cruelly,
weeping, dragging and pulling?l is because | noticed great pride whemonestly, we were all excitedlet, fooled. No need to mention tha
suggest a third queue be organizecshe mentioned her daughterexcitement and happiness don't lassome of the kids started vomiting in
one for men, one for women and ondelonged to her. | told her to teacHong. the car on the way home due to the
for children. | also suggest anher daughter to behave herself or As soon as we got in the water, wecold in their stomachs. It was a tragic
employee stand beside each queustay home. The woman was so angryall screamed! The water wasday! | will only wish a day like it
organizing it and keeping it in line, she replied that she never stays homextremely cold, like melted ice. Theupon an enemm

By: SalwaYehia Al-Eryani

D

d
d
DI
0

S

y

Yy

D
&
t

d

Respect for children
(part 2 of 3)

you agreed on a reasonable basis. And
fear Allah and know that Allah is All-
Seer of what you do.” (Al-Bagarah:
223)
nder Islamic Law Allah also said, “And if they are
Allah made breastfeed- pregnant, then spend on them till they
ing an established right deliver. Then if they give suck to the
of the child, whether children for you, give them their due
his mother or someone payment and let each of you accept the
else provides it. The noble versesdvice of the other in a just way. But if
guaranteeing this right to the infantyou make difficulties for one another,
also guaranteed rights to all partieshen some other woman may give
involved, so that none will be harmed.suck for him.” (At-Talaq: 6)
The breastfeeding issue has different
sides to consider: 3. Rights ofothers
The wet-nurse has rights as well, as
1. Rights of the child relationships are established as
Islam prescribed breastfeeding andesult of the child nursing from her.

By: Abdulaziz Atieq
The Cultural Center for Foreigners’
Call

jocommanded children do so until they'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with
e attain full power and strength, asher) said that the Prophet (peace and

breastfeeding greatly impacts chil blessings be upon him) said, "The
dren’s growth and development. Allaheffect of nursing is like giving birth in
gave the required time period forregards to relationships such as mar-
breastfeeding. He said, “The mothersiage, etc." (Reported in Al-Mughni)
shall give suckling to their children Another fundamental childres’
for two whole years.” (Al-Bagarah: right under Islamic Law is giving
233) them good names. Manmade laws do
not consider this matter, almost as if it
2. Rights of the mother is insignificant. In contrast, Islam
If the mother is not divorced, sheintervenes in naming children and
should breastfeed her child as a reliencourages parents to choose good
gious obligation, not because she imames for them.
the natural mother. If she is divorced, Islam recognizes that a name affects
then nursing is dealt with as nafagala person, since it is associated with
(financial support), as established irhim throughout life and after death.
the Shari’ah. Nafagah of the child isAdditionally, his children and descen-
the fathels responsibility. The father dants will carry the name. It is com-
must give the mother compensatiormon to see and hear numerous cases
for her nursing. If she refuses to nursewhere people apply to courts to
then it is incumbent upon the father tochange their proper names (i.e., first
find and hire the child a wet-nurse.names) or surnames (i.e., last names)
However, scholars make it mandatorydue to inherent dissatisfaction with the
upon the mother to nurse her child ifname or embarrassment from associa-
the child refuses nursing by any othetion with a particular name.
or if the father doesn't have sufficient The Prophet (peace and blessings of
funds to hire a wet-nurse. Allah be upon him) told us to select
The Qur'an satisfactorily detailedgood names. He reportedly said,
nursing rights, “The mothers shal "You'll be called on the Day of
give suck to their children for two Resurrection by your names and your

hoWwhole years, (that is) for those (par-father's names, so choose good names

ents) who desire to complete the ternfor yourselves." (Reported by Abu
of suckling, but the father of the child Dawud) He also told us about some of
shall bear the cost of the mother's foodhe best names, "The dearest names to
and clothing on a reasonable basis. Ndllah are “Abdullah and “Abdur
person shall have a burden laid on hinkahman." (Reported by Muslim) Abu-
greater than he can bear. No mothe¥usa said, "I was blessed with a son
shall be treated unfairly on account ofso | brought him to the Prophet and he
her child, or father on account of hisnamed him Ibrahim." (Reported by
child. And on the (father's) heir is Al-Bukhari)

incumbent the like of that (which was The Prophet (peace and blessings of
incumbent on the father). If they bothAllah be upon him) also changed
decide on weaning by mutual consensome names to better ones. For exam-
and after due consultation, there is n@ple, he changed Harb (war) to Silm
sin on them. And if you decide on a(peace) and an area callédirah
wet-nurse for your children, there is(dirty) to Khadihra' (green), among
no sin on you, provided you pay whatmany others.
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Newborn

By: Joy Lawn Unfortunately, child survival pro of all women worldwide deliver witla
grams in the developing world have skilled attendant present.
ach year, four million focused primarily on pneumonia, diar

babies die in their first four rhea, malaria, and vaccine-preventable

weeks of life — over 10,000 causes of deaths after the first month of

deaths a day. Most of theselife, while safe motherhood programs

neonatal deaths go have focused primarily on the mother
unrecorded and remain invisible to allPrevention of newborn deaths has thus
but their families.Virtually all (99%) dropped between the cracks of pro-
occur in low- and middle-income coun-grams focusing on mothers and on
tries, but most research and fundinglder children.

babies are forgotten

In particular, integrated planning isinterventions that also benefit mothers

In sub-essential. In India, newborn healthand older children.

Saharan Africa, less than 40% offorms part of the national Reproductive Even with a weak health system, it is
women deliver with skilled care; in and Child Health Program. In Ethiopia,possible to achieve measurable mortali-
South Asia, the figure is less than 30%newborn care is being incorporated intdy reduction. But the world needs to act
Latin America and Southeast Asia havea new community-based healthcareow to generate the political will and

rapidly increased coverage, but at th@rogram.
current rate of progress in Africa, 50%

financial resources needed to save the

Of course, there is no “one-size-fits-lives of up to three million babies who
of women will still deliver without all” solution. The numbers and causeslie each year simply because they are
skilled care in the year 2015. Inof neonatal deaths, the capacity of th&orn without the basic care that is their
Ethiopia, a quarter of pregnant womerhealth system, and the obstacles facetght.

focuses on high-tech care for the 1% of This represents a tragedy that is aseed — for example immunizationin the highest income group use skilleddiffer between and within countries, as Indeed, to continue to fail the worsd’

deaths occurring in rich countries. avoidable as it is immens@ recent
The greatest risk of death is at theseries on neonatal issues in the Britising, simple care for low-weight babies,poorest women.

beginning of life: three-quarters of all science journal Lancet estimated thaand antibiotics for infection. Such inter  Low-income countries have demon

Lanka, Indonesia,

within one week of birth, and at leastdeaths could be prevented if simpleand packaging these interventionsSri Peru,

the availability of resources.

against tetanus, exclusive breastfeectare at delivery, compared to 1% of thedoes support from policymakers andat-risk children is to deliver a verdict of

wanton inhumanity against ourselves,

The additional cost of maintaining for we are a knowing party to an entire
neonatal deaths (three million) occurbetween 41% and 72% of neonatalentions are extremely cost-effectivestrated that rapid progress is possibleessential newborn health interventiondy preventable mass destruction of

andat 90% coverage in the 75 countriesiuman life.

one million babies die on their first dayinterventions were provided effectively together and linking them with other Botswana all halved neonatal mortalitywith the highest mortality is estimated Joy Lawn is Senior Research and

of life, many at home without any for where they are needed most. In othehealth programs reduces costs further during the 1990s. These countries’sucto be a mere $4.1billion per year. ThisPolicy Adviser,

Saving Newborn

mal healthcare. Moreover, almost 40%words, up to three million babies need Saving lives requires that motherscess has depended on sustained higlvrould supplement current spending olLives/Save the Children-USA, South

of all child deaths occur in the neonatalessly die each year

accounting for two-thirds of the total. interventions do not reach those most igreatest risk. Currently, only about halfcare.

and babies in the highest-mortalitylevel political commitment to providing $2 billion, only about 30% of which is Africa.
period, with Africa and South Asia Well known, low-cost, and low-tech countries be reached at the time ohigh-quality maternal and newbornfor interventions specifically aimed at

newborns, while the majority is for Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2005

Miswak, the natural toothbrush

trimethylamine, and

Many studies have concluded that using Miswak is ﬂaéenoid-f " . i
healthy. However, it is common thatthis natural overs and teeth whiteners, some

removers and teeth whiteners, some
material is misused. protect teeth against cavities, some are
By: Najwa Al-Harithi

saponins

bactericidal and antiseptic, some help

than one foot in diameter and reachingn healing and repairing tissue, some
a maximum height of three meters. ltgoromote remineralization (building) of

he Miswak, scientific leaves are small, oval, thick andtooth enamel and some give the taste

name Salvadora persica, issucculent with a strong smell of cress oand smell.

a natural tool for cleaning mustard. Physically, the Miswak is a natural

teeth used in many Arab Miswak's natural toothpaste is madeoothbrush composed of a compact

and Islamic countries. It is up of a number of substances that plagroup of minute natural fibers
widespread in southern Saudi Arabiagn important role in cleaning teeth.performing exactly the same job as
Yemen, Sudan, Egypt and elsewhereMany researchers have studied thisiormal toothbrush, except it is made of
The Miswak also is obtained from otherelement in depth and proven that thenatural fibers and not plastic ones. For
trees. For example, in Africa, it is cutMiswak contains more than 10 differentthis reason, it is gentler on gums.
from lime and orange trees, whereas imatural chemical compounds  Cytotoxic (cell damaging) test results
America, some are cut from the Sennaonsidered essential for good oral andhowed no cytotoxic &fcts from using
tree, taken from roots and branches oflental hygiene. These are: fluoridefreshly-cut Miswak. However, the same

particular desert trees. It differs fromsilica, tannic acid, resins, alkaloidsplant used 24 hours after cutting didtoothbrush, a clinical trial on Ethiopianwere not

familiar

one region to another, but in Arabia andsalvadorine), volatile oils (sinigrin), contain harmful components. Based oischoolchildren found the Miswak to betechniques.

Asia, Miswak comes from the Arak sulfur, vitamin C, sodium bicarbonate,these findings, researchers recommenas effective as the toothbrush in
tree. chlorides,

Salvadora persica is a small uprighbenzylisothiocyanate (BIT) and others Miswak and preparing a fresh part.
evergreen tree or shrub, seldom morencluding salicylic acid, sterols,

with  Miswak

people use the Miswak whosend is
either too thin or too thick, or they
don't cut end every day. Other may
Keep it in the mouth while doing other
things, forgetting that teeth have five
faces (inner, outer, two sides and
biting/chewing faces) and only
cleaning the outer faces.

The Miswak was known before
Islam, but Islam added a religious
aspect to using it. The prophet (peace
be upon him) recommended Muslims
clean their teeth using a Miswak daily
especially when waking up, performing
ablution, before prayer, reciting the
Qur'an, before sleeping and when the
mouth smells bad. Many of the
prophet’s teachings speak about it. It is
narrated that the prophet (peace be
upon him) said, "Ten things are natural
[for one to do]: Trimming the
moustache, growing a beard, [using]

Common mistakes in Miswak use:the Miswak, sniffing up water, cutting

calcium, cutting the day’s used portion of theremoving oral deposits. The study alssome people may misuse the Miswalkhe nails, washing hands, waxing
found instruction and supervision to beand that leads to not get the wholermpits,
Comparing it with the conventional important, since children in the samplebenefits from it. For example manyconserving water.”

shaving pubic hair and

Obtaining Arab Universities Union membership

he Watania University, based

in Taiz, celebrated the gradua-

tion of the 2004-2005 Batch

and obtained the membership

of the Arab Universities Union.

The university is considered a great
scientific edifice and an ideal example in
the sense of caring for leaving behind fin-
gerprints in the procession of distinctive
academic education. This edifice devel-
oped and was improved by virtue of
extensive efforts exerted by the universi-
ty officials to create educational opportu-
nities in the field of applied and human
sciences and scientific research. These
efforts also aim at developing society and
shouldering responsibility toward the country

Mohamed Al-Hayajim Dr. Shakeeb Al-Khamir

of honors to the talented in the Hall of Taiz
Tourist Club. The 8th Batch represents a qual-
itative addition to fulfill needs of the country.

and its children, stemming from the care for
effective participation and the exploration of
creative energies on the part of successive
generation.

Over the past few years, the Watania
University has experienced remarkable
improvements in its scientific programs at the
practical and theoretical levels that was reflect-
ed on the quality of its outputs. Many estab-
lishments and parties that receive graduates
testified in favor of the university.

Today, the university is continuing its suc-
cess efficiently to provide the country with bril-
liant graduates having experience and compe-
tence in different majors. On an illuminating
day that is Wednesday the 28th of December
2005, the Watania University celebrated the
graduation of the 8th Batch and the distribution

Mohamed Al-Hayajim, Deputy Governor of
Taiz: “The Watania University is a scientific
and national foundation that contributes, along
with other universities to developing and
enlightening our society.”

Dr. Shakeeb Al-Khamiri, Watania University
Rector praised the generous and kind spon-
sorship and limitless support of President Ali
Abdullah Saleh for the higher education pri-
vate foundations.

In the ceremony, opened with the recitation
of verses from the Holy Quran, Mohamed Al-
Hayajim, Deputy Governor of Taiz gave a
speech in which he expressed his happiness
for attending the 8th Batch Graduation
Ceremony. He congratulated graduates and
wished them success and prosperity in their
scientific research, expecting them to show

effective contribution to building the beloved
country. Al-Hayajim pointed out the Watania
University is thought of as a scientific and
national establishment that contributes, along
with other universities, to developing the
Yemeni society. Concluding his speech,
Deputy Governor of Taiz congratulated the
Watania University, on behalf of Taiz
Governorate Leadership, for obtaining the
membership to Arab Universities Union.

For his part, Dr. Shakeeb Al-Khamiri,
Watania University Rector, delivered a speech
on the occasion in which he said: “Today is

inevitably reflected in its products. The univer-
sity will keep on supplying the labor market
with capable and competent outputs that meet
demands of development in our country under
the kind patronage and limitless support of
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, the builder of
Modern Yemen who always pays closer atten-
tion to private foundations of higher education.
These foundations have witnessed remark-
able development and their scientific and
developmental role grows vitally with the pas-
sage of days.

The speech of the graduates was delivered

one of the brilliant days in the X QLY HsUhg-L Why student Adnan Mohamed Ali who said:

tory; it is the day of harvest and happiness as
we celebrate the graduation of a new batch of
male and female students majoring in different
scientific and human fields. He signaled out
that 2005, which folds its final days, saw
numerous achievements and diverse universi-
ty activities that add credibility to the growing
scientific and academic record of the Watania
University.

On the top of these achievements, he said,
are the X QLY Hslobtaing<the membership
of the Arab Universities Union, the establish-
ment of cooperative, academic and scientific
relations, and signing new cooperation agree-
ments with three universities in Egypt: Ain
Shams, Halwan and Asyout universities.

Concluding his speech, Dr. Al-Khamiri con-
firmed that the Watania University will continue
its distinctive educational and scientific per-
formance and expend precious efforts aimed
at improving its scientific programs that will be

“Today is prevailed by love and happiness for
being the day of scientific harvest.” He, on
behalf of himself and his classmates,

Watania University celebrates
graduation of its 8th Batch

cials, representatives of political
parties and civil community
organizations, teaching staff
members from the Watania
University and other universities
and VW X G p&emy attended
the ceremony that saw a number
of literary sections and recitals.

By the end of the ceremony,
we conducted a questionnaire
with some graduates and parents
to know about their impressions
on this day.

6 W X G Hparénig« “We are
proud of our children who gained
different scientific skills at the
Watania University.

Parent of Student Walid
6 D <H IB&ailan who graduated
from the Administrative Sciences
Faculty, Department of Computer
noted: “I am proud as | see my
children graduate from the uni-
versity along with other brilliant
stars in different majors. The

Watania University is pondered upon as a vital
reference for students as it established differ-
ent departments and specializations that can
be rarely found in other universities. The uni-
versity is distinguished with the selection of
top-quality professors and academics and it
offers distinctive services in a continued way,
which encourages parents to enroll their chil-
dren in the university.

Abdulwahid Hamid Hassan, parent of top
student Essam, Computer Engineering
Faculty graduate exclaimed: “my child, being
the top student in the department, made me
take pride of myself on this achievement. For
me, this day is historic and immortal com-
memoration whose effect remains in mind for

expressed deep gratitude to the X QLY HsU Va \ifatime. We thank the university people,

officials and teaching staff for the efforts they
paid to make them well-qualified and compe-
tent.

He emphasized that graduates will remain
loyal to this country through their distinctive
work, contribution to the FR X GWdélelop-
ment and embodiment of noble meanings in
real life situation.

By the end of the ceremony, Mohamed Al-
Hayajim Deputy Governor of Taiz, Shakeeb Al-
Khamiri Watania University Rector and
Abdullah Sultan Taiz Education Office
Representative awarded honors and certifi-
cates of merit to the top graduates and a num-
ber of establishments that cooperated with the
university.

A number of government and sectors offi-

mainly Dr. Shakeeb Al-Khamiri, the university
rector, for their fruitful efforts.”

Graduates on the day of the ceremony:

Adnan Mohamed Ali, who got the second
top place in the Department of Computer,
Faculty of Engineering told: “I feel very happy
on this day, which stands for an honorable por-
trait for the university officials who are always
interested in our progress and distinctive per-
formance.

Walid Mohamed Hashim, Department of
English, Faculty of Arts, said: “my happiness
on this day can not be described and | believe
that the scene of the university officials and the
teaching staff, as well as prominent education-

al personalities and parents of graduates will
be printed in our minds. Undoubtedly, we will
enter a new life to apply what we learned in
real life situations.”

Top student Hashim Mohamed Abdullah Ali,
Faculty of Legitimate and Legal Sciences
pointed out: “Praise be to God Who inspired
me to attain this position and | congratulate my
classmates on this occasion. | thank the uni-
versity staff represented by its rector Dr.
Shakeeb Al-Khamiri for the efforts they pur-
sued for our sake and whish the university
more success and prosperity in serving the
nation and the society.

Ahmad Sifyan, Pharmacology Department

graduate mentioned: “we are proud of being
the Watania University graduates and we
hope to be able to serve our society.”

Essam Hamid Hassan, top student,
Department of Computer, Faculty of
Engineering, noted: “on this day, | express my
gratitude to my generous family and | grant my
success to it and the university that had an
effective role in training us. | am also indebted
to the respected teachers and Taiz locals.

Administrative and Educational person -
ages have something to say about the
Watania University graduates:

Distinctive Initiative

Adnan Al-Qasus, General Manager of Taiz
Telecommunication Corporation, confirmed
the university already alleviated pressure and
burden on the governmental universities, par-
ticularly after the establishment of the national
unity. In addition, there is the distinctive com-
petition in creating new scientific outputs and
majors unavailable in other governmental uni-
versities.

He pointed out the Watania University has
played a great role in developing economy and
so he whishes it continued success and pros-

perity.

Pioneering University  with its Outputs

Abdurrahman Al-Ramaima, emphasized
the Watania University is one of the pioneering
universities in the country in terms of good
qualification and competence. The reason
behind this is that the university pays closer
attention to the practical aspects of learners, a
feature playing an integral role in the develop-
ment of Yemen, which is in need of efficient
and top-quality outputs to address demands of
the time.
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riting: The other face

hile 1 position of pre-eminence.  ered, their own signature took on an awegrabbing for far too long for this
have no Derrida’s ‘deconstruc some and alien power over them. Derridean twist to the tail/tale to be any-
wish to tive’ tactic made it possible  The emerging colonial and postcelo thing more than a flash in the pan. The
quarrel for us to make that quantum nial literature of the ThirdVorld consti  world is too graphocentric for the large
with leap from the notion of writ- tutes proof that this idea of writing as reg-majority of the people across the world ta
Prof. M.N.K. Boses ing as something fixed to imentation is alive and kicking evenallow them the pleasures of mobility and

Freshman-oriented take o
English composition, elab

the notion of it as an endlesstoday. The stuff of this literature is neth deferral associated with the Derridear
proliferation of meaning. ings if not the clash between the writterplay of the signA recent story inThe

Aieuertothetea?heﬁ;oquqHsh:102
Conversation skills (2)

Dear Fellow teachers,
am sure you will

Facial expressions d
play a crucial role in con

(]

agree with me wher
| say that one has t
be careful while
conversing  with

versations; you can mal
friends or mar your rel
tionship by your facia
expressions. Face is t

e

someone on the telephon
as you don't see the othe
person face to face. | hav
found conversing with my
students whose English i
not strong on the telephon
difficult mainly because
they misunderstand m
expressionsor the othe

Pror. M.N.K.BoSsE
mnk_bose@hotmail.com
Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb

index of the mind, isn't it
Some of the elders afe
clever in reading you
face while you are talkin
to them. Whileyou atten
interviews, for exampl

orated in his two letters ot
writing (No. 95 & 96),
published inThe Yemen

Writing was turned almost culture and the oral tradition. In theNew Yorker magazine (October 27,
overnight from an object of Nigerian novelist Chinua AchebeNo 2003), “Love Snares” by Louis Erdrich,
fear into an object of desire. Longer at Eas¢1960), for instance, writ- alerts us to this other face of writing

Himansu S. Mohapatra,

Times | feel that the
broader social and culture

Professor of English,
Utkal University,
Bhubaneswar — 4, India

From here it was but a shorting is shown for the dubious thing it real-involved in the European colonization of
step to the full-scale post lyis. On theone hand, itis seen as hayin the land of the native Americans: 8V
implications of writing structuralist glorification of an edge over the indigenou§ which, were snared in white men’s laws by then
need to be known by writing as the ‘kamasutra’, unlike the western-imported technologyWith a flare of ink in the capital city
teachers and students alike in order foas in Rolandarthes, and to the postmod-of the ink, is short-lived. On the otherrights were taken and given away
them to be able to take their stand as wriernist valorization of it as the inevitablehand, however, byholding someone Attempting to keep what was left of our
ers. They need to know, for instance, technology of those mixed, hybridizeddown to what he/she had said twentyand was like walking through a land-
that, of the many false hands that reachnd Diasporan identities called ‘cyst, years ago, it is seen to militate againsscape of webs.” These are webs cast
out to us as writers in our troubled eon obtainable in a first world space. Thechange and growth which is the very prinwriting, so innocuous in terms of looks,
temporary times, that which comes to uspotheosis of writing was complete. ciple of existence. Caught thus in a doubut so momentous in its consequence
with a Derridean name tag is probably the Justin case it makes us forget our beable bind, it is left to Achebe’s postcelo  How might then Derrida’s ‘deconstruc
most deceptive, if also the one that isngs, it is important to recall that in thenials to shuttle uneasily between theive’ take on writing work to resist this
most seductive. early era of print capitalism in the nine seemingly well-endowed space of thenove to ‘pen-lock’ (the word is an
It is true that Derrida (incidentally the teenth century writing was valued pre-written culture, represented aptly in theEnglish translation of the expression
first anniversary of his death fell oncisely on the unDerridean ground of itsnovel by the relatively well-stocked room‘kalam-band’, made famous by nine
October 10 of this year) did more thanbeing able to fix and arrest meaning. Thef the father, and the intimate but strippedeenth-century Indian, nay, Oriya writer
any other philosopher of the late twenti development of capitalism necessitatedlown space of the oral tradition, reprefakir Mohan Senapati) not only life and
eth century to keep alive the mystery andhe formulation of contractual laws which sented equally aptly by the stark and barkand, but also, in this era of globalization,
beauty of writing in a culture where it haswere binding on thapprentices. \iting, motheis room. the mind?To be pen-happy and to chart
been naturalized. The way Derrida by giving an air ofimmutability to things, So we see that writing which for one’s way through the chaos of prewriting
went about celebrating writing ecriture  became a key element in the establisiDerrida, coming at the peak of the develto the concrete reality of writing is not the

play an important role;telephone con bosses or students. It is difficalbt to let
versations often pose problems to somthe face express what is in your mi
people because the gestures and faciblt it is not impossible to control yo
expressions are missing. So, one has facial expressions.
be more careful, while conversing on the The purpose of introducing convers
telephone, to make the massage undetions in my letters hereafter is to hd
stood by the other person; moreover, it igou, teachers of English, to enrich yqg
also important to see that the other-perconversation skills so that your conv
sondoesn’tmisunderstand you. sations in English become healthy 3
Use of gestures and facial expressionmeaningful. In addition, they will hel
are a part of a conversation; over use ofou teach conversations effectively
them may also create problems. One hagur classrooms using the technique
to learn the art of conversation andaas role-playing. The students of English
part of it one has to acquire the art ohope, will also find these conversatig
using gestures and facial expression. Theseful to them. As | have said in one
nodding of head, for example, is a part ofny letters, lack of conversation skillsais
conversation. But it differs from one cul- major obstacle for most of our stude
ture to another; the westerners nod theiwwho are good at English, especially
heads while conversing with others inthe job market. | hope my attempt
one way, whichmay be different from present useful and day-to-day conve
the way we nod our heads while talkingtions in my letters will enable them

d,

ns
of

hts
in
to
sa
0

was by launching his ‘deconstructive’ment of evidence. No wonder, writing opment of print capitalism, was a way ofwhole story. It may be associated with the
raids on a series of what he called ‘binarcame to be perceived as a straightjackemnfixing and unhingingneaning, was at epistemologically crippling viewfrom
oppositions’ which have defined theby the poor journeymen who signed on the beginning of the same historicalthe top and has to be countered with writ
essence ofVestern civilization and cul- the dotted line or affixed their thumb process only a restrictive ‘ethos of let-ing from below

ture. The most crucial of these ‘deeonimpressions on a legal document abouters.” Which is to say that the slippery To tell the truth, a freshman or a seph
structive’raids was directed at the speechsay, the minimum wage, today, but haderridean seducer is only the beguilingpmore, knowledgeable only about the
writing opposition. Derrida’s coup d’e-tat second thoughts about the deal tomorrowace of the same rapacious actor. mechanics of writing, but unaware of its|
consisted in standing the opposition on it§hey found to their horror and amaze- The written word has been implicatedteleology, will probably not grow inta
head, thereby unseating speech from itent that, once signed, sealed and deliva the history ofmoneymaking and land good writer

The use of L1 in teaching literaim the TEFLcontext:

[he t her’s h di
y | learners succeed to comprehend the poiritaps (like the limited vocabulary, even
Another method is encouraging themore limited structures, absence of recep
learners to bring their English-Arabic dic tive and productive skills, unauthentic

tionaries into the class. This will help saveculturality of the literary masterpiece that

immediately, and addressedlinguistically different. include eye movements, facial expresa lot of trouble and time. If a student ishe is grappling with—all these on the part
by none buthem ony. The vocabulary even in the case of stusions, bodily gestures, sketches and lingoking up his dictionary during the lec of the learner, and the lack of knowledge

In the Yemeni context of dents opting for a degree in Educatiordrawings, board and chalk, clippings fromure, the teacher need not feel put oubf the learners’ L1, the unfamiliar cultural
TEFL (or ELF?), this prob- with English Languag@eaching as the the print media, clippings downloaded Rather he must be professional andontext in which he is trying to get
lem is to a large extent major component is woefully law from the internet, looking for parallels humane enough to understand that thepothold, the overriding fear of causing
squared up by appointin  Vocabulary being the major component oind contrasts, and so. learner is experiencing a difficulty andany religious or cultural hurt—all these
Indians as the Indians areand foremost tool to enter the exotic If the problem persists even beyondhat he is full ofinitiative and that he is on the part of the non-Arab English
handicapped to resort toworld of a non-vernacular and unauthenthe use of these arsenals, he resorts to thelping not only himself but others andteacher) prove ultimately to be the step
vernacular because of theirtic literature, it poses a great challenge. Agtervention of some bright and smart-stuthe teacher as well. The activity of a stuping stones to a rewarding pedagogic
lack of knowledge of Lyons (1981) says, “...there is clearlydents in the class. They are invariablyient looking up his dictionary shall beexperience.
Arabic. This handicap of some kind of connection between the disthere, at least one or two, sometimes evegbnsidered as a signal to the teacher that A word about English teaching-learn-
theirs is their strength. covery or formation of concepts ... andmore. The teacher encourages such stthere is a grey area in his lecture and thaihg in the Yemeni or any other context
Handicapped by an inade- learning the meaning of words” (244). Itdents to come out with vernacular/cutur hemust be alert enough to bring it to light. before winding up. Is it TEFL (Teaching
-arunachalam2004@yahoo.coin quate knowledge of L1 and envisages that EFL learners of English lital equivalents to the Gordian knot that héPerhaps many other students in the class English as a Foreign Language) or ELF
ates into a literal translatior. local culture, the non-Arab erature shall be enabled to discover theied but failed to cut with all his arsenals.have a similar problem but not initiative (teaching of English as a Lingua Franca)?
of English literature (here- teacher of English becomesconcepts and correlate them to the-releThis strategy is adopted sparingind  enough. The “goal of EFL learning is to be able to
after will refer to all literatures written in highly innovative. vant vocabulary items. rarely only. No teacher can afford to leave anyinteract with native speakers of English,
any variety of English) into L1, and Thus the non-Arab teacher of TEFL In the face of a situation like this, the There are certain difficulties and pit- point not well driven home however diffi and whose norms are therefore those of
poor one at that. For, the teacher once intfaced with a challenge-- the challenge ohon-Arab teacher of English may find hisfalls in adopting this strategy. Sometimesult and frustrating. The tenacity of theEnglish as a Native Language” (Jenkins
that groove finds it difficult to retract as stabilizing certain concepts that are Eurojob quite frustrating if only he does notthose bright and smart students may bgacher and the motivation of the learner8). If the objective is TEFL, it is stila
his learners look for more and more ofcentric, culture-specific, and unfamiliar tolove the job, is not committed to the pro shy and notorthcoming. Theteacher has fuelled by the knot ultimately lend themdistant dream. What in my opinion
this method and he also finds it easier andemeni students—but equipped with fession. By and large, every non-Aralbto employ a good amount goading and some technique, some strategy, somweighs strong is that the focus of Ein
quicker to finish the portion. cutting-edge English proficiency trans teacher in theremeni context is highly cajoling to make them come out. He tellsnethod of cutting it. The most importantcountries like India anlemen should be

As a teacher with thirty years of expe forms his handicap into certain techniquesnotivated, committed and in love with histhem that they may be the future teachergedagogic dharma that should guide then ELF which is often used interchange
rience in teaching ESL in India and conthe effective and imaginative use ofjob. of English inYemeni universities and that teacher in such a situation is that hebly with English as an International
siderable experience in TEFL, | havewhich to a large extent help save the-situ  Agreeing that the non-Arab teacherghey should be participative in the classshould not hastily jump to the conclusionLanguage the objective of which is facili
come across in both Indian alWdmeni  ation. are committed, motivated, love their jobwhich will provide them with the neces that his learners are unfit, dull, stupid,tating interaction through a mutually
contexts many an English teacher getting “To illustrate what we mean by the and all that, let us now look at how theysary preparation to meet the professionahcking in motivation, can never be madentelligible, non-native variety of English.
habituated to thisnethod and giving the intangible quality of ‘meaning’,"Todd tackle the above situation that of teachinghallenges. Okay, he got them to @mto learn and so on. Imagine the calamityfhe aim of non-native speakers need not
impression to a passerby that some- ve(1987) quotes words like ‘beauty’, ‘good English as a foreign language (or ELF?Jorth. What about the veracity of theirwith the consequent cascading damagése solely facilitating the native speakers.
nacular teacher is using a somewhatess’, ‘love’ and claims that it would be without recourse to L1. contribution to the situation in question?that will drown both sides in mutual acri The natives and the non-natives shalll
impressive amount of English in his Jec difficult to find two people who agree Il try to explain the case taking me asSometimes their understanding of the sitmony and animosity: the learners murmeet halfway, making sacrifices. The
ture. This tendency will in the long run, absolutely onwhat each of these words a representative of this clan of teachArs. uationmay be in the wrong. muring, murmuring deliberately loudly natives also must make a little sacrifice, as
apart from depriving the learners ofimplies” (79). In spite of our familiarity teacher, that is, a non-Arab teacher who It is normally easy to find out. If the enough for the teacher to hear, that he ihey can be proud of the whole world
achieving their goal, will render the teach with ‘words’ and using them in different teaches English as a Foreign Language totervention is apt, facilitating and expli not competent for the job, and the teachespeaking in their tongue, in differing vari
ers unfit for the task of guiding his learn contexts on innumerable occasions, it i¥emeni students in ¥emeni university —catory, the whole class will beam in thecursing the students as unfit even foeties though. This question of variety of
ers to the target. It is a big challengenot always easy to explain to others/learnwith knack and tact has stored up a aunthrill of having made a great discovery menial jobs, all this ultimately undermin English also poses a challenge to the non-
before the teachers and administratorers what a word means, especially tder of arsenals in his pedagogic armourgontrarily, if the intervention is mislead- ing and vitiating the academic atmos-Arab teacher of English in théemeni
which must be addressed, and addrességarners of English who are culturally ando surmount this problem. The arsenaling or wrong, the whole class will still phere. Such a culture should never beontext. There are students who are avid
continue to blink or there will be a suddenallowed to rear its ugly head. Whetheg w listeners of CNN / BBGNorld and also
outburst of clashing points from otherlike it or not, English has over the yearsinteracting with tourists who are either
interventionist students and from thegained an enviable place in internationahative or non-native speakea$ English
whole class awell. Thoughthey lack the  communication and been instrumental for -- all these being taught by Asian teach
competence tocomprehend by them- the vertical and horizontal spread ofers, taught both English and Non-British
selves the knot in question which theknowledge in every conceivable sphere okiterature. The problem arising out of this
teacher, in spite of all his arsenals, findsiumanpursuits. Andt is now spoken by situation can easily be solved by a careful
not feasible to untie, they are alert enough large number of native and a largeselection of vocabulary items, syntactical
not to be led into an altogether wrong-pasnumber of non-native  speakers.structures and by neutralizing the accent
ture by their fellow sheep at the head ofaccording to Trudgill and Hannah so as to make it near native.
the class. (1982), the geographic and demographic

The teacher moderates the situation tilkxpansion of English has led to a situation
the target is reached. Sometimes the targgf which it finds itself today “with more
is reached by sheer labour—technicallynon-native speakers than any other- larfReferences o
strategically, methodically; sometimesguage in the world, andnore native :/)fir'E“FSL. f;“u“::r'lgy‘Deesz&) 4°f ELT ..
serendipitously when the teacher or thgpgakers than any other language except,, Lyons, John, Lanéuage and Lingl.Jistics: An
learners clutch at an unexpected strawChinese” (4). And remember €VeN|ntroduction. Cambridge: CUP, 1981.
with the potential to cut the knot. May be,Chinese have started to teach aleern 3. Todd, Loreto. An Introduction to Linguistics.
it takes a lot of time at times. Thereais English on a massive scale. Beirut: Longman York Press, 1987.
pedagogic hiatus testing the patience of Abundant patience, devotion tothe 4. Trudgil, Peter and Jean Hannah.
the teacher. He may feel a vacuunprofession, conviction about his own abil interational English. London: Arnold, 1982.

to someone. Most of the gesturds, become more proficient in Englisfthe
think, are culture bound and we acquirédea of presenting them is to give yal
them along with oumother tongueVery  start; as | said in the last letter, these|are
rarely do we face problems in interpret not natural conversations. After all, the
ing the gestures of the people from otheclassroom teaching itself is a dmam
culture, but one has to be aware that the@here we play different roles, isn't if?
use of gestures is a part of effective-conGood luck.

versation. Even within a culture, there Control your speech; it can bring
are variations in the use of gestures, goodand evil.
think, between the old people and the

young ones.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

descending on him, enclosing him andties and a faith in the hidden, untapped
engulfing him, the earth under his feetabilities of his learners help the non-Arab
caving in. But, the method is quite English language teacher enable him to
rgwarding to both the learners and theuntiringly chase the elusive Godot and

he use of ver-
nacular in the
teaching of
English  and
non-British
English literatures to the
EFL learners, though no
discouraged by researcher
experts and practitioners, i B G
most contexts tends t angappan
become vernacular teachin HoD of English
of such literatures. By a nal Faculty OF Education
ural sliding effect overa Hadhramout University,
period the teaching degene SeYun
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Al-Tahadi Association for
hysically Disabled Women

he current official source for

disability senses in Yemen is

the population censes of

1994 as the result of the 2004

censes results have not been
made public as yet. Therefore, we use
the United 1 D W L @t@divds in this con-
text that estimates the disabled popula-
tion of 10% of the total population.
Hence, it is estimated that there is at
least two million disabled persons in
Yemen with various disabilities.
Moreover, Yemen is considered one of
the poorest countries in the world, with
more than 40% of the population living
below the food poverty line, and more
than 60% living below the upper pover-
ty line. Organized establishments deal-
ing with disabilities started actively pro-
viding services in Yemen in the early
nineties only. Today, there is only one
center for the mentally disabled, four
centers for visual disability one of which
for women, two centers for physically
handicapped for both men and women,
two mixed centers for hearing disabili-
ties and 56 handicapped associations
around the republic and the only reha-
bilitation center affiliated to an non gov-
ernmental organization is the rehabilita-
tion center for disabled females affiliat-
ed to al-Tahadi Association.

Change and need for more change
Al-Tahadi Association throughout its
field work has helped promoting change
not only in the humanitarian situation of
disabled females lives, through aware-
ness activities it has also promoted cul-
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attitude towards disabled people,
women especially.

Disabled people were isolated espe-
cially mentally and physically handi-
capped people. Women in particular
were hidden in homes sometimes for a
lifetime as they were considered source

of shame to the families. With the con-
tinuous effort of al-T D K Ds@\ksociation
among other institutions families gradu-
ally started allowing their disabled fami-
ly members to appear in society and
participate in activities organized by the
emerging specialized organizations, yet
reservations still exist regarding dis-
abled females. In addition to the social
exclusion, marginalization and negative
behavioral attitudes people with disabil-
ities are subjected to by the society,
there are other critical factors that high-
light the significance of this issue in

Yemen and confirm to the fact that there

is a real problem.

- llliteracy, as the ratio reaches as high
as 97% illiterate person of the dis-
abled population

- High cost of physical support equip-
ment and their scarcity

- Low employment and educational
opportunities

- Inconvenient infrastructure and public
transportation

- Ignorance that leads to worsening
mental and physical health of the dis-
abled, and the non availability of early
intervention tools

- Limited geographical disperse of
facilities

- Insufficient and inefficient training and
rehabilitation courses and focus on
male handicapped, which leads to
low skills among them

- Economic discrimination against dis-
abled people in terms of loans, proj-
ect funding and economic credibility

The Association

Background

The Association was established in
1998 as a ZR P HQ@ommittee of an
organization targeting disabled males.

To advertise please contact: 268661/2/3. Ext. 207

After a long struggle the committee
branched out and formed an independ-
ent association of 30 members dedicat-
ed to disabled Z R P HQissues in
Yemen. The foundation period was very
challenging and the association lead by
Ms. Gamala al-Baidhani faced many
challenges in a male dominated world.
Yet, the group of young activists decid-
ed to challenge all the obstacles and
fight their way through, representing
themselves through al-Tahadi
Association “Challenge”, forming by that
the very first specialized non govern-
ment organsiation in this field. Today al-
Tahadi Association includes 557 mem-

ers of young women 135 of which are
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The Association is composed of the
administration committee and this con-
sists of 11 women with movement dis-
abilities. A monitoring committee of five
women with movement disabilities. A
fixed advisory body of eight officially
allocated personnel five of which are

males and three females, this commit-
tee are government officials, parents
and guardians as well as donor repre-
sentatives. And finally a volunteering
committee of 70 physically healthy
young men and women whose interest
are the well fare of the society and who
are engaged in several of the
Associations activities and campaign-
ing.

Organizational capacity and adminis-
tration efficiency

Al-Tahadi Association has invested in
both human resources and institutional-
ization and structure in the same time.
Results of this strategy lead to qualify-
ing the $V VR F LD 3saff RiQuanage-
ment, and supervision of the
$VVRFLD setiviRi€g < in addition to
qualifying 15 vocational trainers, one
nurse, two computer tutors and 3 litera-
cy teachers. Institutional wise the con-
struction of a FK L O$dlud @eluding

sports facilities, a public library and in-
house hostels and accommodation for
30 disabled females was accomplished.

Regular activities

- Management of the deaf and dumb
and mentally disabled government
center

- Handicraft and vocational training
ongoing courses including sewing,
recycling and toys and puppet cre-
ation

- Literacy classes

- &KLO&lbtdr and club

- Computer literacy classes

- Provision of transportation for the
participants and students

Capacity Building
This includes training, building capac-
ity of the staff and beneficiaries as well
as education:
* Facilitating the employment of 15 dis-
abled females in government offices
» Teaching 170 disabled woman read-

ing and writing

* Qualifying 120 disabled females in
handicrafts and various income gen-
erating skills

* Formal adult education for disabled
females who know how to read and
write

e Computer literacy of 80 disabled
females

» Pre-school integration programs for
20 children every year

a Sports and physical therapy for stu-
dents all year round

Medical and equipment support

» Provision of 1200 wheelchairs grant-
ed from various donors

» Provision of 500 clutches for disabled
people

 Facilitating the provision of 2500 case
of artificial limps or disability aids

» Facilitating 13 rectification operation
for children below one year of age

 Facilitating 170 mild disability opera-

tion for people in the rural areas

Income generating

And this takes place through playing
an intermediate role between the pro-
ductive disabled females who have
been trained through the Association
and the market so as to enable the
women to earn from their work. The
Association also plays a vital role in net-
working and society awareness to assist
acceptance of disabled women and
their financial credibility.

Advocacy, awareness and networking

» Follow up of the government decree
number 407 for year 1999 that allows
disabled children to enroll in schools
and support in their integration in
schools

» Direct awareness programs in 4 hos-
pitals, 41 schools, 11 ministries, 6
companies, 7 banks and several fac-
tories in addition to media campaigns

e Creation of an alliances support
group of 30 rural associations who
play an intermediate role in convey-
ing our services to more than 3000
case of disability.

Early interventions

Through our visits to families during
our awareness work we realized around
30 cases of children below one year of
age who display signs of disability and
which could be helped if intervention
took place immediately. The Association
then realized a new scope for our work
and while it supported the 30 cases dis-
covered, we launched an awareness
project in order to assist further cases.
Today the Association is directly respon-
sible for the treatment of 20 more chil-
dren between 1-5 years old while there
is a waiting list of 40 cases of which 30
are female children.
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CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

@ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ High quality buildings & sports complexes.

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Pncesonemen'ﬁmesin(mnfCounUms-KSA:Znab,UAE:ZdWhams,Onmn:SOObaBas,Qaﬂu:ZHaB,Bmwam:200ﬁ¢

EE AN

3 eDdDV—'"

U.e "R N VIS

Prlnted by Yemen Times Est. for Press, Pr|nt|ng, & Publlcatlon
@% .11 Y3 e



