
By: Yasser Al-Mayasi

Eid Al-Adha is a religious occasion,
which Muslims celebrate around the
world in different styles. Muslims wel-
come Eid Al-Adha (Festival of Sacrifice)
as an important occasion to be exploited
for purifying their souls, visiting each
other and consolidating solidarity and
cooperation. The days of Eid undoubted-
ly have a distinctive taste to compensate
for the suffering of people in the Arab
and Muslim countries, where each com-
munity have their own style to enjoy the
occasion. 

People in different areas of Yemen dif-
fer in their reception of Eid and their cus-
toms and traditions are not identical.
Over the last few years, religious occa-
sions in Yemen and the joy associated
with them has been influenced by the
economic situation, as well as the aver-
age per capita income in the country. The
average per capita income defines the
limitations of enjoyment that the people
can reach, and the Yemeni markets in the
rural areas or in the cities become crowd-
ed with shoppers as the Eid draws near-
er. Roadsides and streets appear flooded
with commodities and goods needed for
the occasion. In these markets, particu-
larly the popular ones, people of low
income can not buy any cloths and other
Eid-related articles. As a result, people of
low income do not care for quality, as
most of the markets seem to be flooded
with poor-quality commodities and arti-

cles illegally smuggled to the Yemeni
markets. Despite the fact citizens know
that these commodities are smuggled,
they prefer them for their cheap prices. 

Abduljabbar, a government employee
said that he bought all the Eid clothes
from the popular markets and vendors
since they are cheaper and new. He con-
firmed that his salary can only cover the
cost of any clothes sold by vendors and
that he is sure that these clothes are
durable, and they make children happy
regardless of their quality. Popular mar-
kets and roadsides are not only flooded
with clothes, but also with all kinds of
sweets, chocolate and child toys, partic-
ularly firecrackers which sometimes
cause numerous problems and health
risks to children. Despite the large quan-
tities of imported sweets in the Yemeni
markets, the Yemeni raisin is judged the
best kind of sweet to be eaten during the
days of Eid, in addition home-made
cakes. 

Skyrocketing prices of cattle
Due to the deterioration of economic sit-
uations over the last few years, the
majority of Yemeni people, mainly the
poorest categories stopped buying sacri-
fices and eating meat on the occasion of
Eid. As the sacrifice (qurban) is a proper
Sunna in Islam, the prices of cattle:
sheep, goats and cows climb as Al-Adha
Eid draws nearer because of the rising
demand for them, causing obstacles to
people of low income. 

The price of sheep ranges from 10 to
30 thousand Yemeni Riyals (from 50-
150 US dollars while prices of cows fall
between 30 and 100 thousand Yemeni
Riyals, equivalent to 200-500 US dol-

lars. Eng. Mohamed Abdu, who works in
the implementation of projects run by the
Social Fund for Development (SFD) in
different parts of Yemen, affirmed that
during his travel to different provinces
before Eid Al-Adha he noticed that the
prices of cattle consumed on this occa-
sions run high, be the cattle sold in rural
markets or cities. Most of the people
share the purchase of cows and big bulls
and then divide the flesh among them,
each person according to his finance. He

attributed such
prohibitive prices
to the rarity of live-
stock in the coun-
try and holding up
the sale of cattle
until the Eid draws
nearer. Coming
back to some
habits associated
with Eid in Yemen,
we find that the
majority of people
in the cities travel
to the countryside
to spend the Eid
vacation with their
families. Tawfiq
Al-Humaidi, who
has business in
Sana’a, stated that
he has to travel to
the countryside to
spend the Eid
vacation with his
family, confirming
that the habits of
Eid in the country-
side are better than
those in the city, as
the former is far
away from the
noise of traffic.

Spending the Eid days in the countryside
makes you feel as if you are living in a
one family. Some of the joyful habits
practiced during Eid in Yemen are the
sessions for the Eid days to exchange
tales and talks. Large quantities of qat
are consumed on this occasion. 

The countryside in Yemen has a spe-
cial taste and style where people gather
in certain places to perform popular
dances. One of the rural habits associat-

ed with Eid is that people
visit their female relatives
after performing the Eid
Prayer. Men with their chil-
dren visit their female rela-
tives and shake hands with
them and offer them Asb
(money given to women by
their male relatives).
Children also get the same
Asb when adults visit them.
This habit has been inherit-
ed from one generation to
another since the ancient
times. Among the promi-
nent Eid habits in Yemen is
performing the Eid Prayer
in public yards and fields,
in addition to shooting at
specific objects to know
who is the best marksman.
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KUWAIT, Jan. 15 – Government of
Yemen mourns the death Kuwaiti Emir
Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah, who
had died at age of 78 on Sunday after a
long illness. The republic has announced
an official three-day grieving period in
expression of Yemen’s condolences and
sorrow about the loss. His Highness late
Sheikh Jaber had ruled Kuwait since
December 31, 1977. During his rule the
Yemeni-Kuwaiti relations had thrived
and witnessed many cooperations and
investment programs.

Under the constitution, Crown Prince
Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-Sabah, 76,
will become emir of the OPEC nation.
But because illness has incapacitated
Saad, political analysts expect Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-
Sabah to effectively run the country.
Sheikh Jaber had been ailing since suf-
fering a brain hemorrhage in 2001. He
had surgery on his leg in the United
States in May.

“With the utmost of sorrow and sad-

ness, the (royal court) announces to the
Kuwaiti people, the Arab and Islamic
nations and the peoples of friendly world
nations the death of His Highness Sheikh
Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah,” said
a royal court statement carried by the
state news agency KUNA. It said the
emir, “passed away at dawn on Sunday”.
Kuwait said there would be a 40-day
official period of mourning and that gov-
ernment offices would be closed for
three days from Sunday.

Kuwait, a founder OPEC member,
enjoys one of the world’s highest stan-
dards of living, despite its reliance on oil
exports, unpredictable oil income and
huge losses from the 1990-1991 Iraq
occupation. It hosts up to 30,000 U.S.
troops and some 13,000 U.S. citizens
live in the country.

Biography of the late Amir of Kuwait,
H.H. Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah:
KUNA

The late Amir of Kuwait, His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah, who passed away early
Sunday morning at the age of 78, was
Kuwait’s 13th ruler and its third since the
1961 independence.

Born in 1928, His Highness Sheikh
Jaber, received his preliminary education
in the Mubarakia, Ahmadia, and
Sharquiah schools, as well as by private
tutors for Arabic and English languages.

His father, the late Amir Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, allowed him
to visit many countries, and at the age of
21, Sheikh Jaber became directly
involved in politics.

He was appointed Chief Director of
Public Security in the Al-Ahmadi area in
1949, when Kuwait moved from a coun-
try dependent on diving to an oil-nation.
In 1959, the late Sheikh Jaber became
Head of the Finance Department, and on
January 17, 1962, he became Kuwait’s
first Minister of Finance and Economy
in the first Kuwaiti cabinet to be formed
after independence.

Sheikh Jaber was appointed Minister

of Finance and Industry on January 28,
1963.

And on January 3, 1965, Sheikh Jaber
became Minister of Finance and
Minister of Trade and Industry, and
remained in the post until November 27,
1965.

Sheikh Jaber became Prime Minister
on November 30, 1965, and an Amiri
decree was issued on May 31, 1966
appointing him Crown Prince. The
decree was unanimously approved by
the country’s first National Assembly.

He was appointed Crown Prince and
Prime Minister on February 4, 1967, and
again in 1971 and 1975.

Sheikh Jaber became ruler of Kuwait
on December 31, 1977 upon the demise
of Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah,
Kuwait’s 12th ruler. Thus, Sheikh Jaber
became the country’s 13th Amir.

The late Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah ruled the
country since 1977 until his demise this
morning.

ADEN- Jan.15- The media
community in Yemen mourned
decease of the prominent jour-
nalist Essam Saʼeed Salem who
died on Friday afternoon from a
heart stroke. The deceased was
transferred to the hospital imme-
diately after he had the stroke
but to no avail. 

Late Essam Saʼeed Salem,
born on November 12-1950 in
Al-Sheikh Ottoman Zone- Aden,
completed his high school in the
city of Aden and then he had his
university study at the Faculty of Archeology- Cairo
University. He was one of the founders and active mem-
bers of the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate. 

Essam was one of the great personalities having glo-
rious history in the profession of journalism since
1981when he joined the 14 October Newspaper and
worked as a reporter. He was promoted to the post of
the managing editor and later on to the position of
deputy publisher and editor-in-chief. 

Late Essam Saʼeed Salem was appointed chief edi-
tor of 22 May Newspaper during 2000 and 2001, and
after establishing the national unity, he founded a cari-
cature magazine named “Sum Bum”, which means
“Deaf and Dumb”. He remained editor-in-chief of this
magazine until he died last Friday. 

Media mourns death
of prominent journalist

Prohibitive prices while people dance to the music of pipe and drum
Eid in Yemen

Cleaning the animal before slaughtering

Late Essam

Sa’eed Salem

Kuwait Emir Sheikh Jaber passed away

Late Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
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Readersʼ Voice
Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ

Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
Do you think that Yemen can per-
suade all the Somali factions to
reach permanent reconciliation?

No  59%

Yes  30%

I don\'t know 11%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Prices of the sacrifice

animals soared this year. D you

think that poor citizens will

manage to buy their sacrifice

animals next year?

Yes

No

I donʼt know

LONDON, Jan. 11 — Mustafa

Kamel who is also known as Abu

Hamza Al-Masri 49, is currently being

tried at London’s Central Criminal

Court (Old Bailey). Abu Hamza  faces

15 criminal charges, including encour-

aging murder at public meetings and

using “threatening, abusive or insult-

ing words or behavior’’ with the intent

to stir up racial hatred. The prosecutor

David Perry claimed that Al-Masri has

a 10-volume “terrorist manual’’ and the

“Encyclopedia of the Afghani Jihad’’,

which contain detailed instructions on

how to construct explosives and carry

out assassinations.  Soliciting murder

carries a maximum sentence of life in

prison in Britain, while `”using threat-

ening, abusive or insulting words or

behavior’’ carries a maximum seven-

year term. The cleric denies the

charges. 

The Egyptian-born cleric, who is a

former preacher at the Finsbury Park

mosque in the north of London, was

questioned by Scotland Yard, in 1999,

detectives on suspicion of terrorism

offences in Yemen which accused him

of providing support and resources for

a terrorist group, called ( Abeen- Aden

Army) that took 16 tourists hostage in

the Yemen, in 1998. He is said to have

spoken to the terrorists before and after

the incident. Three British tourists and

one Australian were killed when they

were used as human shields during a

shoot-out with Yemen rescuers, it is

claimed. Therefore Yemeni authorities

had requested his arrest and extradi-

tion. However he was held for several

days before being released without

charge. He has always maintained his

innocence. 

In 1999, his son Mohammed

Mustafa Kamel was sentenced to three

years in prison in Yemen for his

involvement in a terrorist bombing

campaign when aged 17. He returned

to Britain in 2002 after completing his

sentence.

SANA’A, Jan. 9 — An intensive
training course to improve female
media employee skills in designing
websites concluded  two weeks ago.
Organized by Yemen Female Media
Forum (YFMF) and held at Information
& Communication Technologies City,
the course trained 22 women journalists
affiliated with the capital’s different
mass media: political, private and public
newspapers, as well as television and
radio.

YFMF chairwoman Rahma Hujaira
said, “Unfortunately, there is no special
website directed by Yemeni women to
fight negative and out-of-date concepts
used to address women’s issues. We at
YFMF aim to fund media issues, activi-
ties and all things related to women’s
issues.” She added that the course will
enable trainees to publish their issues
via websites and make achievements
under patronage of the National Grant
for Democracy Enhancement and
Information & Communication
Technologies City. “What distinguished
this course was that the best three web-
sites will be linked and sponsored by
YFMF, Al-Sahwa Net Journal and
Shora.net,” she noted.

Website technical design trainer
Abdulghani Al-Yemeni noted the
importance of encouraging female
media staffers to use the internet to dis-
cuss their problems. “Due to the small
number of women working in Yemen’s
media, Information & Communication
Technologies City hopes to encourage
them and assist them through informa-
tion technology. Therefore, the internet
will be of great advantage to them,
given the relationship between journal-
ism and the internet,” he said. “We teach
them how to design websites on the
internet, enabling them to contact other
people all over the globe, to solve their
problems and deal with large amounts
of information,” he added.

News Yemen website Editor-in-
Chief, Nabil Al-Sofi, participated in the
course by lecturing attendees on the
means of directing, running and select-
ing materials and resources for web-
sites.

YFMF deputy chairwoman Dalia
Hussain Anam noted the course is part
of a program aiming to upgrade female
media employee skills in handling
women’s issues efficiently through
modern means. The program has train-
ing courses in: modern technology and
skills to acquire information via com-
puter; internet and designing websites;
press art and editing and design

skills; communication skills and pho-
tography. Additionally, there will be two
workshops on gender discrimination
and moderate Islamic views on women
and training in international law and
local law (Treaty of Human Rights and
international promotion of women’s
rights and media liberty). Anam said 15
trainers from Yemen and other Arab
countries will teach the courses.

Abdul Al-Qudos Al-Mansoor, man-
ager of Information & Communication
Technologies City, said the minister of
communication was particularly inter-
ested in helping women in the media
benefit from the information revolution.

He declared the City will organize a free
computer illiteracy reduction campaign
for the public. “We have prepared
10,000 computers for this purpose. We
will be ready to receive 100,000 trainees
from all different classes in society;
50,000 of them to be female trainees,”
he said.

In 2005, YFMF trained 90 women at
Information & Communication
Technologies City under sponsorship of
the minister of communication, prompt-
ed by a YFMF study revealing that only
19 women in the media had their own
E-mail addresses as of the beginning of
2004.

Members of YFMF and some of the staff of Information and Communication Technology City

Al-Masri is being trialed

ADEN, Jan. 15  –  Al-Firdos

Women’s Development Society

launched a handicraft exhibition during

Eid Al-Adha on the Al-Boriqa coast.

The exhibition was organized in coop-

eration with Aden Refinery Company.

Society head Samira Abdullah said

holding the exhibition during Eid aimed

to activate tourism and promote the

handicrafts of the society’s 60 mem-

bers. She confirmed that a large number

visited the exhibition from several gov-

ernorates while spending Eid on Aden’s

coasts.

Formed last year, Abdullah said the

society seeks to promote the economic,

social and developmental spirit among

its members, as well as their cultural

skills and talents. It also endeavors to

help poor families in cooperation with

the Development Fund and other relat-

ed authorities.

Al-Boriqa MP Abdulkhaliq Al-

Barakani expressed his gratitude to the

society’s leadership for organizing the

exhibition. He said the exhibition

reflects huge achievement by a

women’s society less than a year old.

He called on the governorate’s lead-

ership to fully support the society so it

can extend its activities to all parts of

Al-Boriqa district, an area attracting

visitors from all governorates for Eid

vacations.

MECCA, Jan. 15 — Ministry of

Endowment and Guidance announced

that eleven Yemeni pilgrims died and

56 others were injured as they per-

formed the Jamarat ritual(stone-throw-

ing) in Mina last Thursday in this

year’s hajj session in Saudi Arabia. 

Minister of Endowment and Guidance,

Mr. Hamoud Ubad, said that five of the

dead pilgrims were members of the

Yemeni official Hajj mission, and the

remaining six are residents of Saudi

Arabia. Mr. Ubad said to the Saba

news net that the dead Yemeni were

buried in Mecca on Friday, while most

of the injured have got out of hospitals

being in good conditions. The dead pil-

grims are Saida Abdullah Nahshal,

Qaed Ahmed Nahshal, Ali Al-Hadari,

Mohammed Jarallah, Abdul-Jalil Al-

Hibshi, Hifzallah Ali Ahmed, Ali

Mohammed Abdullah, Mohammed

Saleh, Fatima Farei’Abdullah, Jawhara

Salim Ahmed, and Fatima Farham.

Saudi authorities announced

Friday that the death toll of

pilgrims who performed the

Jamarat ritual in Mina

reached 362 this year. A hun-

dred of them are Egyptians,

30 Pakistanis, 26 Indian

nationals, 4 Chinese and two

from Indonesia. Saudi

authorities attributed the inci-

dent to the “unruly pilgrims”

from outside the officially

approved tours. Saudi Health

Minister said “unruly pil-

grims and a problem of luggage”

caused the stampede. On the same

front, Saba News Agency stated on

Thursday that President Ali Abdullah

Saleh made a telephone call on

Thursday with Minister of

Endowments, guidance and chairman

of Yemeni Pilgrimage mission

Hamoud Ubad to get assure about

Yemeni Pilgrims and their safety after

crush accident of pilgrims in Mecca.

Minister of Endowments reassured

President Saleh about Yemeni pil-

grims,affirming that all Yemeni pil-

grims are getting all kinds of care.

This is the second incident in which

Yemeni pilgrims died this year. On

January 5, four Yemenis were killed

and three others injured as a hotel col-

lapsed near the holy Kaaba site in

Mecca. 

Eleven Yemeni pilgrims
died in hajj stampede

SANA’A, Jan. 15 — The
International Marine Organization
(IMO) organizes currently a regional
workshop in Oman on fighting piracy
and armed robbery against ships.
Yemen participates in this workshop,
which is being held between the 14 and
18 of this month. 

In April Last year, the IMO had
organized a regional workshop in
Sana’a regarding the same issue, in
cooperation with the Yemeni General
Marines Authority. It resulted important

regional and international decisions. 
In a statement to Yemen Times, Mr.

Khalid Ibrahim Al-Wazeer, head of the
of the Yemeni Marine Authority, said
that Yemen had earlier sensed the seri-
ousness of piracy over international
trade navigation, as it commands the
Bab Al-Mandab strait, through which
about 20 thousand ships annually pass.
Yemen also occupies a strategic posi-
tion, which raises its concern over the
phenomenon. Al-Wazeer added that the
authority is preparing a regional cooper-

ation agreement on fighting piracy and
armed ship robbery, in the red sea area.
However he assured that all issues are
being discussed by the region’s coun-
tries in Oman’s workshop.

Each of Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Somalia, and Yemen are par-
ticipating in this workshop.
Representatives from the IMO, UN,
Interpol, Italian and British Admiralty,
International Shipment Chamber and
the British Maine Cargo are also present
in this workshop.

By Sgt. Brian E. McElaney, USMC 

AMRAN, Jan. 13 — More than 780
animals received free medical care
recently during a veterinary civil action
plan event here. 

Local veterinarians teamed up with
civil affairs team members from
Combined Joint Task Force Horn of
Africa to treat herds in the villages of
Bani Mamoon, Thula and Hababa.
Animals were given vitamins and anti-
parasitic medication and were checked
for any other problems. 

While the number of animals treated
was lower than in past VetCAPs held
by the task force, team members said
they felt the mission to assist local vil-
lagers was a definite success. 

“The neat thing about this is that we
made a big difference for probably
700-plus families, each with their own
work animal,” said Army Maj. Jim
Riche, veterinarian and civic action
team leader, 404th Civil Affairs
Battalion. “Each animal was extremely
valuable to the owner, so we had a larg-
er effect on the human population own-
ing these animals than we originally
expected.” 

In addition to having the opportunity
to assist the Yemeni villagers, team
members had the chance to share and
learn new techniques with local veteri-
narians who worked alongside them. 

“They were a lot of fun, even if
communication was a little difficult at
times,” said Riche. “There were a lot of
tools we use that they weren’t familiar
with, and techniques they use we’ve
never seen before, so the experience
improved the profession on both
sides.” 

This was the second VetCAP con-

ducted in Yemen, and it is part of a
larger humanitarian aid effort being
conducted by CJTF-HOA at the
request of the Yemeni government.
Local and national government leaders
invite civil affairs teams into various
areas to nominate projects that range
from medical civil action plans and
VetCAPs to school and hospital reno-
vations, said Billy Wilkins, team
leader, Civil Affairs Team A 611. 

“These are exactly the kinds of proj-
ects we’re most capable of doing,”
Wilkins said. “As a civil affairs organ-
ization, it’s what we’re designed to do
— to help better our relations with the
Yemeni people.” 

Relationships formed among the
owners, the civil affairs teams and
local vets are the most important
result of the project for the health of
the animals involved, said team
members. More than that, they said
they appreciated the chance to learn
about Yemen and to share a little
about America at the same time. 

“I was honored to be one of the few
Western faces they will ever see,”
said Army Capt. Anthony Evanego,
civil affairs officer, Civic Action
Team, 404th Civil Affairs Battalion.
“It’s an honor knowing that their per-
ception of you will be the perception
of the entire United States. It’s an
opportunity not many people ever
get.” 

Relationships formed were also
important because the effects of the
project will be temporary, said Riche.
Medicines given during the event will
improve the animals seen for about
six months. But without further treat-
ment, parasites and dietary problems
will eventually cause health problems

to return. 
“We boosted their general health,

but the project needs to be repeated for
a long-term impact on health and the
economy,” said Riche. “The real
importance is more than what we did
for any individual animal, ... it’s that
we helped gain trust and friendship and
proved our intent to good for the peo-
ple of Yemen. We’ve broken the ice for
future projects to go to the region. 

“Hopefully, the word will spread
about what we did,” he continued, “and
someone like (the U.S. Agency for
International Development) can make
it back and continue these kinds of pro-
grams.”

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 — The
World Bank’s Board of Directors has
given its endorsement of a new frame-
work for a global funding program of
up to US$500 million to help countries
combat avian flu.

The new funding program is
designed to allow countries to access
funding on short notice to strengthen
their veterinarian and health services to
deal with avian flu outbreaks among
animals, and minimize the threat posed
to people, and prepare for, and respond
to, any potential human flu pandemic.

The Kyrgyz Republic is expected to
be the first country to obtain financing
under the new program. Bank officials
have been working on a project for the
Kyrgyz Republic worth about US$5
million.

The Board’s endorsement of the new
framework comes just prior to the start
of an international donors conference
in Beijing, co-sponsored by the
Government of China, the European
Commission and the World Bank.

The conference is aimed at securing
grant funds for countries from donors
to help them fight avian flu – respond-
ing to estimates by the World Bank that
at least between US$1.2 billion and
$1.4 billion is needed globally to help
countries combat the deadly virus.

The Head of the Bank’s Avian Flu
Taskforce, Jim Adams, says the Bank’s
new funding program will allow poor
countries immediate access to funding
to carry out national programs to con-
trol bird flu.

Adams says it’s designed to be a
flexible funding mechanism, also
allowing donors who pledge money in
Beijing to combine their grant funding
with Bank-supported operations to
reduce the overall cost.

“There are on-going discussions
with a number of countries – in Africa,
Eastern Europe, and in Asia. Turkey
has already approached us and we’ve
done some technical work and those
discussions are on-going and we
expect further talks in Beijing.”

Women journalists trained to
design their own websites 

Al-Firdos Women’s Society
launches handicraft
exhibition in Aden

Workshop on fighting piracy

Troops give work animals
free medical care in Yemen

World Bank Board endorses
funding plan to combat avian flu



TEHRAN (Reuters) - Iran said on
Sunday diplomacy was the only way to
resolve the impasse over its nuclear pro-
gramme but that it would not reverse its
widely criticized decision to resume
atomic research after a break of more
than two years.

Iran raised the stakes in the dispute
last week by removing U.N. seals to
gain access to equipment that purifies
uranium, which can be used for power
or, if highly enriched, in bombs.

The move prompted the United States
and the European Union’s three biggest
powers — Britain, France, and
Germany — to say the time had come to
refer Iran’s case to the U.N. Security
Council, where Tehran could face sanc-
tions.

Iran says it has no intention of build-
ing nuclear arms and has a clear right as
a signatory of the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to develop a
full nuclear programme for peaceful
purposes.

“Diplomacy is the only clear answer
to the current situation,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi
told a weekly news conference.

“There is no legal basis for referring
Iran to the Security Council. But if that
were to happen Iran is not afraid,” he
said.

Asefi declined to clarify whether Iran
planned to carry out small-scale urani-
um enrichment — the most sensitive
part of the atomic fuel cycle — as part
of its research work.

“Iran’s decision to resume nuclear
research activities is irreversible,” he
said.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad speaks at a news conference in Tehran January 14, 2006. Iran will not
be deflected from its drive to develop nuclear technology if it is referred to the U.N. Security Council for possible
sanctions, Ahmadinejad said on Saturday. REUTERS

Defiant Iran calls for atomic talks

By: Dan Williams

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Ehud Olmert

will remain Israel’s interim prime min-

ister until a March 28 general election,

barring a change in the condition of the

comatose Ariel Sharon, political

sources said on Sunday.

They said Attorney-General

Menachem Mazuz planned to declare

later in the day that Sharon, who suf-

fered a massive stroke on January 4,

was in a state of “protracted temporary

incapacitation”, effectively extending

Olmert’s tenure as his replacement.

In further consolidation of his poten-

tial power, Olmert this week was

expected to be named chairman of the

centrist Kadima Party, which Sharon

formed after quitting the rightist Likud

last year to push for peace with the

Palestinians.

In new violence in the occupied

West Bank, Israeli troops killed a

Palestinian woman and her 20-year-old

son in a clash near the city of Nablus,

witnesses and medics said. The army

said soldiers fired back after being

attacked by Palestinian gunmen.

Opinion polls predict an easy win in

the election for Kadima under Olmert,

60, who served as deputy prime minis-

ter under Sharon and is also finance

minister.

Israeli political sources said Mazuz

was forced to define Sharon’s incapac-

itation temporary for lack of informa-

tion from doctors who have been trying

to rouse him out of a coma induced

with sedatives to prevent his brain

from swelling after surgery.

Though medical tests over the week-

end showed activity in both sides of

Sharon’s brain, doctors reported no

signs he was coming around. Sharon

responded to pain stimuli on both sides

of his body last week, but has not made

notable progress since.

Olmert’s status could change

Were Sharon to die or be declared per-

manently incapacitated, the Israeli cab-

inet would convene to choose an acting

premier from among Olmert and other

designated Kadima deputy prime min-

isters.

The resignations of three cabinet

members from the Likud who quit last

week under orders from party leader

Benjamin Netanyahu come into effect

on Sunday. Foreign Minister Silvan

Shalom of the Likud leaves the cabinet

on Monday.

The resignations will have no direct

impact on the viability of the caretaker

government since Olmert can appoint

new ministers to serve until the March

28 ballot.

Palestinians are gearing up for their

own parliamentary elections on

January 25, but have warned Israel

against measures that would disrupt the

vote.

Olmert has agreed to allow

Palestinians in East Jerusalem, cap-

tured by Israel in the 1967 Middle East

War, to cast ballots in the city at five

polling stations to be set up in post

offices, a source in the prime minister’s

office said.

Israel’s cabinet is due to approve the

recommendation on Sunday, but will

not allow the Hamas militant group on

ballots.

Sworn to the Jewish state’s destruc-

tion, Hamas has carried out dozens of

suicide bombings in Israel and gained a

strong political footing among

Palestinians with an anti-corruption

platform.

Palestinians hope to name East

Jerusalem the capital of a future state.

Israel views the entire city as its capi-

tal.
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DUBAI (Reuters) - OPEC producer

Kuwait will adhere to its oil policy

aimed at keeping global markets well

supplied following the death of the

Gulf Arab state’s Emir Sheikh Jaber al-

Ahmad al-Sabah, Kuwaiti oil officials

said on Sunday.

“Kuwait’s (oil) policy will not

change. It will continue to cooperate

with OPEC in the interest of both pro-

ducers and consumers,” an official,

who declined to be named, told

Reuters by telephone. “The oil sector is

running as normal, both production

and exports.”

Kuwait, the fourth-biggest producer

in the Organization of the Petroleum

Exporting Countries, is pumping at

around 2.68 million barrels per day

(bpd). It controls about 10 percent of

global oil reserves.

“This (oil) is a general government

policy. There will be no change,” said

another Kuwaiti oil official.

Under the constitution, Crown

Prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-

Sabah will become emir. But analysts

say they expect Saad to be a figure-

head, while Prime Minister Sheikh

Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah will contin-

ue to effectively run the U.S.-allied

country — a role he has played over

the past four years.

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Sheikh Ahmad

al-Fahd al-Sabah said at last month’s

OPEC meeting that Kuwait, which has

a formal OPEC quota of 2.247 million

bpd, would continue to meet the needs

of global oil markets.

Kuwait’s government is trying to

push through parliament an $8.5 bil-

lion project, Project Kuwait, involving

multinationals to upgrade four major

northern oilfields to help boost its pro-

duction capacity, which totals 2.7 mil-

lion bpd now.

By: Mariam Karouny

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - The chief judge
in the trial of Saddam Hussein has ten-
dered his resignation in protest at politi-
cal interference, casting fresh doubt on
the U.S.-backed Iraqi government’s
ability to ensure a fair trial.

A source close to Kurdish judge
Rizgar Amin told Reuters on Saturday
that tribunal officials were trying to talk
him out of his decision but he was reluc-
tant to stay on because Shi’ite leaders
had criticized him for being “soft” on
Saddam in court.

“He tendered his resignation to the
court a few days ago but the court
rejected it. Now talks are under way to
convince him to go back on his deci-
sion,” the source said. “He’s under a lot
of pressure; the whole court is under
political pressure.”

“He had complaints from the govern-
ment that he was being too soft in deal-
ing with Saddam Hussein and his co-
defendants. They (government leaders)
want things to go faster.”

Technically the departure of the pre-
siding magistrate on the five-judge
panel can be overcome by appointing a
substitute; but Amin’s complaints about
government interference may do lasting
damage to the credibility of the Iraqi
High Tribunal.

The killing of two defense lawyers
had already highlighted problems with
the process amid a virtual civil war
between Saddam’s fellow minority
Sunni Arabs and the U.S.-sponsored
government, run by Shi’ite Muslims

and ethnic Kurds intent on quickly
hanging a man they say massacred their
peoples.

International human rights lawyers
have urged U.S. officials and the new
Iraqi government to send Saddam and
his aides to an international court abroad
while the defense has branded the pro-
ceedings “victor’s justice” imposed
under U.S. occupation.

“The defense team has long warned
about the dangers of political pressure
that has undermined the court’s inde-
pendence and integrity,” Saddam’s chief
attorney, Khalil Dulaimi, said.

“We expect the political pressures to
mount on the court after ... the farce it
has turned out to be,” he told Reuters.

Miranda Sissons, who has observed
the trial for the New York-based
International Center for Transitional
Justice, said that if Amin quit: “Public
faith in the tribunal will have disap-
peared ... It will be a signal to the Iraqi
public that political pressure on the tri-
bunal has had an effect.”

Reluctant
The source close to Amin said: “There’s
too much pressure ... it is a question of
integrity ... I am not sure if he will go
back on his decision. I don’t think it’s
possible.”

Amin, 48, told Reuters in November
his family was worried about him and
he had taken on two bodyguards after
pressure from friends. But he stressed:
“A judge should never be afraid.”

Spokesmen for the High Tribunal
were not available for comment on a

weekend following the Eid al-Adha hol-
iday.

In the first trial, which has sat for
seven days since October 19 and is due
to resume on January 24, Saddam and
seven others are charged with crimes
against humanity in the deaths of over
140 Shi’ite men after an assassination
attempt on Saddam in 1982.

After hearings last month, some
observers criticized Amin for allowing
Saddam to speak at length, making alle-
gations, including of maltreatment at

American hands.
The judge, whose dry wit and courte-

ous manner have been features of the
proceedings so far, rejected the criticism
and insisted the defense should have a
fair hearing.

Election
Al Qaeda claimed Friday’s shooting
down of a U.S. helicopter that killed the
two crew. U.S. commanders have
warned of an increase in violence when
election results come out next week.

International experts investigating
Sunni complaints of fraud in the
December 15 vote will deliver prelimi-
nary findings on Sunday or Monday, the
head of the team said. An election offi-
cial said he hoped for final election
results within a week.

An almost final tally of parliamentary
seats, obtained by Reuters, confirmed
Sunni parties would have about a fifth
of the seats, while the dominant Shi’ite
Islamist Alliance would fall only a few
seats short of retaining its slim absolute
majority.

A British journalist recounted a brush
with Iraq’s feared kidnap gangs, writing
in several newspapers how U.S. troops
stumbled across him five days after he
was seized in Baghdad on December 26
and forced to make a video calling on
the British government to pull its troops
out of Iraq.

While Phil Sands, 28, was counting
his blessings, another freelance journal-
ist, American Jill Carroll, was still miss-
ing a week after she was snatched by
gunmen in the Iraqi capital.

Saddam judge threatens to quit

The chief judge in the trial of

Saddam Hussein plans to step down

and will announce details of his

intentions after presiding over the

next court session on Jan. 24, a

source close to the judge told

Reuters on January 13. REUTER

Olmert to remain Israeli PM until March ballot

Makkiea Abdulla and her mother Ragaya Gallaf mourns the death of

Kuwait’s emir Sheikh Jaber al-ahmad al-Sabah. REUTERS

Kuwait oil policy
unchanged by emir’s death

Acting Israeli Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ehud Olmert addresses

the media during a news conference in Jerusalem Janauary 8, 2006. Olmert

will remain Israel’s interim prime minister until a March 28 general elec-

tion, barring a change in the condition of the comatose Ariel Sharon, politi-

cal sources said on Sunday. REUTERS



By: Zeeshan Haider

ISLAMABAD (Reuters) - A dinner invi-
tation to al Qaeda’s second-in-command
triggered a U.S. airstrike in Pakistan’s
tribal region but Ayman al-Zawahri failed
to show up, Pakistani intelligence offi-
cials said on Sunday.

Pakistan condemned Friday’s strike,
which killed at least 18 people, including
women and children, and summoned U.S.
ambassador Ryan Crocker to protest.
Thousands of local tribesmen also rallied
near the scene, chanting anti-American
slogans.

The Foreign Ministry said on Saturday
that foreigners had been near the village
of Damadola in the Bajaur region border-
ing Afghanistan and were the probable
target.

Pakistani intelligence officials said
they were checking reports up to seven
foreign militants had been killed and their
bodies removed by local supporters. But
they said there were no indications
Osama bin Laden’s deputy, Zawahri, was
there.

“He was invited for the dinner, but we
have no evidence he was present,” a sen-
ior intelligence official told Reuters.

Al Arabiya television quoted a source it
said had contact with al Qaeda saying
Zawahri was alive.

The U.S. government has not com-
mented, but U.S. sources familiar with the
operation said it was too early to deter-
mine his fate and the remains of the dead
would have to be examined to determine
whether Zawahri was among them.

The sources, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because of the issue’s sensi-
tive nature, said the airstrike was carried
out on the basis of “very good” intelli-
gence indicating Zawahri was at the tar-
geted location.

Another Pakistani intelligence official
said two local Islamist clerics, known for
harbouring al Qaeda militants, had attend-
ed the dinner but left hours before the
airstrike at 3.00 a.m. (2200 GMT).

Anti-American anger
The U.S. sources said CIA-operated
unmanned drones were believed to have

been used in the attack. A
Pakistani intelligence offi-
cial said four missiles had
been fired.

Washington has offered
$25 million each for
Zawahri and bin Laden,
who have been on the run
since U.S.-led forces top-
pled Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers in 2001 after the
September 11 attacks.

The two have long been
thought to be hiding along
the Afghan-Pakistan bor-
der under the protection of
Pashtun tribes.

The angry reaction to
the strike comes just days
after Pakistan, an impor-
tant ally in the U.S.-led
war on terrorism, lodged a
strong protest with U.S.-
led forces in Afghanistan,
saying cross-border firing
in a nearby tribal area last
weekend had killed eight
people.

Zawahri is seen as the brains behind al
Qaeda and has been its public face,
denouncing the United States in repeated
video messages, the most recent of which
was broadcast this month.

Killing him would be a major victory
for Washington in its battle against al
Qaeda, which has lost much of its capa-
bility to launch attacks globally after a
string of high profile arrests in Pakistan
and elsewhere, analysts say.

Zawahri, a doctor involved in Egypt’s
radical Muslim Brotherhood in the 1960s,
teamed up with bin Laden in Pakistan in
the 1980s when both were involved in a
jihad, backed by the United States, to end
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.
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By: Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepal will
go ahead with next month’s municipal
polls despite Maoist attacks around the
capital in which 12 policemen were
killed, a minister said on Sunday.

Five blasts rocked areas around
Kathmandu on Saturday. The deadliest
attack occurred in Thankot, 10 km (6
miles) from the capital, where heavily
armed rebels tossed a bomb at a police
post and sprayed bullets from automatic
rifles, killing 11 policemen.

In another attack, near the temple town
of Bhaktapur, one policeman was killed
and eight people, including seven police-
men, were wounded, state television said.

Two policemen were also missing
after the attack, officials said.

Other blasts around the city caused no
injuries.

“These incidents will not deter the
elections,” junior information minister
Shris Shumsher Rana told Reuters in the
first official comments after the attacks.

“Since the Kathmandu targets have
high propaganda value the utility of such
incidents becomes evident for those who
would want to impede elections,” Rana
said.

“We are prepared for any eventuality,”
he added.

The attacks were the first near the
high-security capital, home to 1.5 million
people, since Maoist rebels ended their
four-month truce on January 2 after the
government refused to match it.

The upsurge in violence follows a peri-
od of relative calm and comes as King
Gyanendra, who dismissed the govern-
ment and took power last year, prepares
to hold civic polls next month which
have been opposed by the Maoists and
political parties.

Rana said the Maoists had joined polit-
ical parties in a pact to scuttle the elec-
tions which King Gyanendra says could
lead to a parliamentary vote next year.

The rebels and mainstream parties
recently forged a loose deal to restore
democracy after the king seized power in
February last year, sacked the govern-
ment, arrested political leaders and sus-
pended some civil liberties.

High alert, residents scared
Nepali troops went on high alert after the
latest attacks.

At Thankot, witnesses said dozens of
rebels in plain clothes arrived in a bus
followed by armed guerrillas in another
bus. They carried out the raid then fled
into nearby forests.

Unexploded bombs and bullets left
after the raid littered the police post on a
highway linking the hill-ringed capital
with the southern plains.

Life in the capital was normal despite
the attacks but residents were dazed.

“We could not sleep the whole night
because anything could have happened to
us as well,” school teacher Madhukar
Khadga, 50, said as he stood outside the
raided post near Bhaktapur.

Khadga was among a group of people
gathered at the post, its walls scarred by
bullets.

“Fear kept us awake,” said Khadga,
who had helped evacuate some of the
eight injured to hospital.

The rebels have been fighting to over-
throw the Hindu monarchy and set up a
communist state in the Himalayan nation
wedged between Asian giants China and
India.

At least 12,500 people have died in the
nearly decade-old conflict that has also
devastated the desperately poor economy
sustained by international aid and
tourism.

Mainly active in the countryside so far,
the rebels have said they will expand
their revolt to Kathmandu and other
cities.

Rebel raids will not deter polls in Nepal

Nepali people walk around a bombarded municipality office at Chhyasal at

Patan in capital Kathmandu January 15. REUTERS

Zawahri missed dinner
that prompted US strike

A U.S. airstrike in Pakistan targeted
al Qaeda’s No. 2 al-Zawahiri but it
was unclear if he had been killed,
CNN quoted U.S. sources as saying
on January 13. REUTERS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S.
President George W. Bush on Saturday
called for a prompt Senate vote on
Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito,
playing down Democratic concerns
that he could tilt the high court too far
to the right.

Bush, in his weekly radio address,
emphasized Alito’s judicial experi-
ence, saying the judge approached the
law in a “thoughtful, fair, and open-

minded way” and would not impose
his personal views.

“His record shows that he strictly
and fairly interprets the Constitution
and laws, and does not try to legislate
from the bench or impose his personal
preference on the people,” Bush said.

“Now the Senate has a duty to give
Judge Alito a prompt up-or-down
vote,” Bush said.

The Senate Judiciary Committee

chairman, Pennsylvania Republican
Sen. Arlen Specter, announced his
support for Alito on Friday after five
days of hearings, but predicted
Democrats on the panel would vote
against him.

Democrats are worried about Alito’s
impact on the court because he would
replace retiring Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor, who was a swing vote on
controversial issues such as abortion.

Bush calls for prompt US Senate vote on Alito
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II
have decided to add another
article to the original four arti-
cles on this very important liter-
ary work, because of the signif-
icance of the writer’s contribu-

tions to Yemeni literature. 
In this week’s article we again see

the philosophical, conceptual and even
political development of the author as
he continues to speak his mind on a
number of issues that confront Yemen,
the Arab World and the Islamic World.
By this it is hoped that foreign readers
of the YT can have an inside look at
the minds of Yemenis  It is really
amazing to see the literary metamor-
phosis of this genius of Yemeni litera-
ture.  Thanks to God that he was not
hesitant in recording his perceptions of
things soon after he saw any new
event, region or phenomenon that
ignited his intellect and produced some
very interesting insights.  

In 1998, Ali Jahhaf was impressed
with the revival of the Zeidi teachings
in the Grande Mosque in Sana’a1

For the sake of learning, you should
persist

And retreat not from the gardens of
theology

My sons, the students of learning, I
am here

Driven by a heart drawn to you by
my heart.

In the theology of Zeid2, you will be
elevated,

And find a retreat from all that is
disturbing.

A more generous good sect you will
find not,

Coming from a good man, who
never had shortcomings.

Tell those who claim the sect falls
short:

You will not get away with trying to
belittle the sect;

The shortcoming is in your mind, my
friend; 

And that which is deficient can
never add to anything anyway.

Zeid is the Father of the Free, a man
of conscience’

The worshipper, the visionary and
the faithful.

Of course the Middle East problem
occupies the minds of all Arabs and
Moslems alike and their sympathy to
the plight of their Palestinian brothers
is unequivocal.  So it is with our poet
Jahhaf as uses modern Arabic prose to
show his support for the Palestinian
Intifidha:  He writes in the narrative
here, because like most Arabs, they
view themselves as stakeholders in the
Palestine issue, both religiously and
nationally, notwithstanding the orien-
tations of the Arab Governments, in
general:

A stone! A stone!
And another I throw from under the

belt

When hunger has tormented me.
Oh, Lord weapons I have not,
Except what may little grasp (of the

hand) can hold,
Of these stones, which I turn

stronger than all the power of  my
enemy, and all that one sees of his
pieces,

Of destructive weapons 
It is You, alone that is capable
To bring the fear to my enemy
And to grant me courage.
In 1993, Jahhaf went to Amman for

medical treatment.  He was amazed by
the city’s splendor, amidst a region
torn by turmoil and retarded develop-
ment and pain and sorrow:

Oh, Amman, Oh ye that are the sun
as it rises , in the eyes of every inno-
cent girl.

After a dialogue with the “city” on
what he has brought with him to
Amman, in which he replies that he has
brought all that Yemen can be remem-
bered for past and present, to Amman
that steadfast city amidst all the
anguish, continuing later,

Oh Amman!…Oh song at the mouth
of the olive tree

Oh ye smile that embraces the chil-
dren in the streets of tribulations,

In “Jerusalem”, Nablus, Mt.
Carmel and Galilee,

In every area3 and mountain.
…
Oh (city of) momentum, that still

gives live its original scent, 
And gives the slaughtered Arab

pride its original foundation, 
Its strength, so as to move forward,
To resist the ordeals;
And so as to prevent weakness from

flowing in its veins 
So that it can resist all the distur-

bances… so as not to be afflicted with
impotence.

Oh Amman, Oh how wonderfully
real you are, created by a vision

…
The home of true men!
You are the reflection of “Hussein”

and “Hassan”4

1The Zeidi Sect is one of the two
major Islamic sects predominate in
Yemen.  It is a moderate form of
Shiism, that stresses political freedom
and has contempt for any form of
oppression.  It also admonishes
extremism and allows the learned a
considerable degree of freedom to
deduce rational reasoning in deciding
on many matters facing the learned
scholar - i.e., deductive reasoning.. 

2 The founder of the Zeidi Sect and a
great grandson of the Prophet
Mohammed (PBAUH), who gave his
life in martyrdom for rebelling against
the oppression of the Umayyad
Caliphs of his time.

3 Literally “open space”.
4 In allusion to King Hussein and

Prince Hassan (his brother, who was
then Crown Prince and in allusion to
the ancestors of the Hashemite clan,
the brothers, Hussein and Hassan, the
sons of the beloved daughter of the
Prophet Mohammed (PBAUH) and
Ali, the brave cousin of the Prophet.

The Full Poetic Collection
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By: Abu Al-Kalmah Al-Tayyibah

EE
stablished on October 14,
1980, the National Library in
Aden was a gift from Kuwait. 

Upon opening, it consisted of the
following sections: General (for
borrowing), Reference, Foreign
reference, Information and microfilm,
Personnel administration

Today the library has 12 sections. In
1983, the Yemeni and legal depositing
sections opened. Supported by the
General Authority for Books, poet Lutfi
Aman Hall opened in 2003, containing a
number of modern and reference books. A
legal hall was approved in 2004, fully
supported by the Social Development
Fund, and will open formally in March.

The library system provides internal
and external borrowing and it is open
mornings and evenings throughout the
week. Daily visitors total 2,500. 

The library contains a total of 38,688
titles and 65,387 copies. There are 13,668
copies of 9,590 titles in the general

section and 1,219 copies of 4,593 titles in
the children’s section. The supply and
classification administration section
contains 12,596 copies of 4,866 titles and
microfilm administration section there are
397 copies of 107 titles.

Additionally, the Yemeni section has
5,889 copies of 2,029 titles. In the Arabic
reference section, 6,648 copies of 2,756
titles; whereas the foreign reference
section contains 15,410 copies of 12,944
titles. The legal deposit section contains a
copy of each of its 177 titles. In Lutfi
Aman Hall, there are 6,000 copies of
5,000 titles. Also, there are 1,031,225
copies of periodicals.

Aims of the National LibraryThe
National Library is a cultural science
institution entrusted to create a wide
cultural and national uprising as well as
keep historical and official documents.

Its purpose is to obtain all that concerns
community’s cultural and historical
developments, such as books,
publications, periodicals, scripts, written
and photographed rare films, and keep
them for research. It seeks to increase its
reserves in a way that achieves its goals,

according to library systems.
In this regard, the library
seeks to build relations with
corresponding bookshops in
the international and Arab
worlds to exchange
publications in a way
serving both the spread of
national culture and
enabling Yemenis to benefit
from humanitarian heritage.
The library also aims to
protect the rights of writings,
printings and publications,
according to deposit law.

Dr. Yahia Al-Shoibi’s contribution
launched the first effort to rehabilitate the
National Library. He offered the library
nine air conditioners and seven computers
with accessories. He also introduced
urgent requirements and furnished
specialized books.

Prominent personality Sheikh
Mohamed Abdu Saeed Hail Ana’am also
made outstanding contributions to the
library. He gave 450,000 Riyals, 150,000
Riyals of which was for developing and
qualifying the children’s library. An

internal information network will be
financed with 300,000 Riyals, to facilitate
readers’ quick access to information.

The legal section’s information
network recently was established and
connected with the Ministry of Work and
Social Affairs information center.

Among library functions was
organizing the first National Book Fair.
Fifteen publication houses participated in
the fair, which was the first step in paving
the way to promote future book
exhibitions. The fair also aimed to
promote the widespread use of books.

Translated by Edward FitzGerald
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With me along some strip of

herbage strown

That just divides the desert

from the sown,

where name of slave and

sultan scarce is known,

And pity Sultan Mahmud on

his throne.

BB
irds of prey, predators,
domestic birds, etc. await
the visitor of Sana’a Zoo.
Located in the southeastern
zone of the capital city, the

zoo, the first of the kind in Sana’a, drew
in huge crowds of people during the Eid
time who wanted to enjoy their holiday. 

Cages were scattered on the hilly area
exhibiting a variety of different types of
animals. Children and adults alike gath-
ered to acquaint themselves with the
exotic appearance of creatures they might
have viewed their pictures or just heard
about them. Amusement was discernable
in their faces. 

You may smile or even laugh when
you see the playful baboons swinging or
making funny gestures in the spacious
roofless cage. You can contemplate the
beauty, magnificence and majesty of the
peacocks swaggering on green meadow.
You can hear the menacing roar of lions
incumbent among barren crags. 

You can view the vulture, rock hyrax,
and spiny tailed lizard, not to mention the
python, sea tortoise, crocodile, hyena,
and many others.

Less room to roam
Eng. Adel al-Mujahid who particularly
appreciated the inclusion of the Nile
crocodile and the Australian ostrich to the
group of animals was happy to see the
improvements made to the zoo which
makes it “visitor-catching.” He com-
plained, however, that it is “small-sized
with no optimal use of its area.” accom-
panying his family, he couldn’t find a
suitable place to sit. “More services
should be provided and more bare areas
should be grassed,” he added. 

Abdu Abu al-Ghaith, who came with
his 9-member family, showed his surprise
at the huge number of visitors. “When we
visited it the other day, we could see only
a few people.” At the reptiles section, one

with difficulty can make his way
through the crowd to see the animals
displayed inside glass boxes.

Because of overcrowded space,
they were obliged to take just a quick
tour and leave. He wished the zoo
could be enlarged but that is unlikely
as houses surround it. 

People crammed in the relatively
limited space of the zoo do not only
create an inconvenience for visitors.
Jamil al-Juma’i, a zookeeper, expressed
his dissatisfaction at the fact that, due to
the high intake of visitors, trees, iron bar-
riers, and other stuff get damaged.
“People don’t find suitable places in the
zoo to spend a few minutes before they
exit. They may sit wherever they can
manage to and this results in damage to
our stuff,” he said.

Mohammed al-Bayadhi, 22, expressed
his happiness at the current status of the
zoo in terms of contents, cultivation and
organization. “Because it lies in the vicin-
ity of our house,” he said, “I have visited
it tens of times. There was negligence in
the past perhaps because it was in its

infant stage. Now it is organized with lots
of animals like tigers. Now I am pleased
with its shape and it is worth visiting.” 

Concerning overcrowdedness, Al-
Bayadhi admitted that he couldn’t com-
fortably see all the animals, attributing
the inconvenience to “randomness.” He,
however, imparted his wish for establish-
ing a larger zoo for the residents of the
capital city.

Zoo’s sections
The zoo is divided into a number of sec-
tions such as those for predators, reptiles,
birds of prey, and domestic birds in addi-
tion to a section for monkeys. 

A wide range of
herbivorous, car-
nivorous and omnivorous animals can be
seen including wolves, foxes, ostriches,
squirrels, honey badger, mongooses,
larks, cobras, etc. 

The predators are fed the flesh of don-
keys, cows and goats. By procreating
enough rabbits, mice, and chicks for
nourishing flesh-eaters, the zoo will be
covering quarter of the feeding cost. The
rest of the animals are given vegetables,
fruits and grains as well as honey. 

Concerning the absence of some ani-
mals such as the elephant, and giraffe,
Eng. Ali Humaid, director of the zoo,

responded that the zoo is considering the
procurement of elephants from Africa as
they did the pythons. However, he point-
ed out the difficulty in the case of the
giraffe. “The giraffe cannot live in Sana’a
because the local climate doesn’t fit it,” 

This zoo was established on May 30,
1999, on a 57816-square-meter area.
Inspired by an older zoo in the city of
Taiz, 260 kms south of Sana’a, the zoo
was meant partly to provide a place for
Sana’a residents where they can spend
recreational times, partly to contribute to
the efforts aimed at rescuing indigenous
species. 

“Some of the Yemeni animals are rare
and threatened with extinc-
tion,” said Humaid. “The
Yemeni ibex and tiger exist
only in Yemen and they are
endangered. There are as
well other types of falcons
and gazelles which are sus-

ceptible to
extinction. We
tried to bring
them in and
provide the
proper condi-
tions so that
they can repro-
duce.”

Asked about
whether the zoo includes all indigenous
animals, he replied that all of them are
almost available except for the lesser
Indian civet found on the island of
Socotra. “We brought it many times but it
died. The next time we bring it, we hope
it will not die because we will provide the
necessary conditions that suits it,” he
asserted.

The zoo succeeded in increasing the
number of lions, tigers and ibexes. Lions,
for example, reproduced until they
exceeded the desired target in number
and they may be sent to other zoos in the

future. 
Eng. Humaid, who was appointed

director of the zoo in 2005, commented
on the obvious signs of improvement.
“The process was gradual. Everything
starts small and then gets bigger.” The
bettering was matched by a parallel
increase in the number of visitors. One
year ago, the number of visitors over the
Eid holiday was estimated at 20,000 per-
sons while, this year, some 60,000 per-
sons visited the zoo over four days of the
Eid holiday.

The zoo’s administration has its plans
for the future: installing more cages for
animals, grassing bare areas, digging a
pool for swans, expanding the dimen-
sions of bird cages, procuring non-
Arabian leopards, and opening an aquari-
um featuring marine organisms. 

The zoo is often visited by students
from schools, institutes and colleges to
get a first hand impression of the animals
they read about in books. “Such visits are
vital for the effective learning. The theo-
retical knowledge should be enhanced
and consolidated by authentic experi-
ences,” said Abdullah al-Zikri, an assis-
tant vet at the zoo. 

According to the director, Arab and
foreign visitors showed their admiration
of the zoo for its hilly topography.
“Despite the limited resources, we try to
enable people to see what they want to,”
said Humaid.

The zoo has a slaughterhouse and a
veterinary clinic. The latter supervises the
hygiene, health and reproduction of ani-
mals. Ali al-Najjar and Abdullah al-Zikri,
assistant vets, said that the Arabian leop-
ard, which is a very rare animal, could be
reproduced in the zoo. They also suc-
ceeded in making the Russian lioness
reproduce and in saving its cubs which it
kills sometimes. They isolated offspring
from mother. They had a problem finding
a suitable food for reptiles but they
thought of increasing the number of
chicks.

There are also mummified animals:
lions, tigers, ibexes etc. “Those which
die, we  preserve their corpses by means
of special chemicals,” said al-Zikri.

Despite its shortcomings, the zoo has
proved itself to be a spot that much
attracts Sana’a residents’ attention. It is a
destination sought by many people as it
features distinctive stuff that ensures
interesting pastime. Establishing a typical
zoo seems to be a must.

Sana’a Zoo: Animals on the hill

A general view of the zoo

The National Library in Aden



By: Abdulhay Ali Qasim 

DD
oes the United States deal
with Yemeni democracy
with the same vision and
selectivity in its interna-
tional dealings of the past

few years? Will the U.S.
Administration’s stance toward any
infringements expected in Yemen’s
upcoming presidential elections be of
passive neutrality to let these regimes
make their decisions according to their
wills? Will the U.S. Administration not
react or exert pressure during such a
democratic process due to claims of
integrity? 

One can say that the U.S. has a spe-
cialized agenda, insisting on its success
similar to what has happened in
Afghanistan, Iraq and other countries. 

The U.S. Administration’s initiatives
and statements about spreading democ-
racy provoke sharp controversy regard-
ing its earnestness and credibility.
Democracy does not face any opposi-
tion from different countries and popu-
lations that were and still are aspiring to
establish democracy as a great value to
their political systems.

The sponsor of democracy and the
first holder of the flag of freedom in the
world has begun to face great opposition
in the shadow of the mounting wave of
suspicion about the U.S. Administration
and its policies. Washington’s latest
stance toward Palestinian democracy
and its selective vision reveals the kind
of democratic vision Washington pro-
motes. With a majority of 397 votes, the
U.S. Congress approved a wrong policy
threatening to half its financial assis-
tance to Palestine if the latter allowed
the Hamas Movement to take part in
parliamentary elections. Congressional
voters claim that Hamas’s participation
will expose U.S.-Palestinian relations to
danger. 

In the same manner was U.S. stance
toward Egyptian democracy, as selectiv-
ity was obvious. It warned against vio-
lating democracy and human rights sup-
ported by some organizations. Thus, the
third phase of Egyptian parliamentary

elections proved them right. The arrest
campaigns preventing people from vot-
ing, buying votes, beatings and attacks
against opposition leaders were all
infringements and violations against
Washington-sponsored democracy. 

After several advocacies by human
rights organizations regarding the criti-
cal circumstances, Washington showed
its concern.

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
which led to intensified security meas-
ures justified by a war on terror, com-
bating terrorism topped other priorities,
such as democracy and human rights, in
the U.S. agenda.

At the beginning of Bush’s second
presidential term, U.S. policy changed
and oppression became the target, how-
ever the means of relief was through
spreading freedom.

The fundamental issue which the U.S.
Administration views and tends to con-
stitute as a threat to U.S. security is not
terrorism, rather it is oppression. The
political elimination and economic mar-
ginalization to which Arab and Yemeni
citizens are subjected is fertile soil for
the growth of terrorism. Therefore, the
situation stipulates a change of means
and tactics to fight such an oppressive
disease. It is of primary value to treat the
disease itself.

Statements by the U.S. Ambassador
to Yemen about Yemeni democracy
noted that the democratic progress has
stopped; based on the allegation that
Yemeni democracy has no fundamental
meaning. Constitutional texts specifying
ways to reach out to U.S. authority and
administration were merely routine pro-
cedures for attaching legitimacy to
power.

Reactions from different parties to
Ambassador Krajeski’s statement com-
pelled him to recant, alleging that he
intended to say that Yemen’s democracy
is progressing slowly.

After President Saleh’s latest visit to
Washington, the U.S. stance appeared
very clear in another interview with
Krajeski published by Al-Wasat news-
paper. The ambassador explained
democracy’s difficult process and said

he did not expect each country to have
democracy in a month’s or a year’s time.
He forgot that Yemen has been strug-
gling to achieve real democracy for 15
years.

Based on the above statement, one
can infer that President Saleh and his
regime exchange numerous papers with
Washington. The entire response of the
Yemeni government toward security
cooperation and coordination in fighting
terrorism, its pledge to control arms
bearing, eradicate corruption and stop
arresting and imprisoning journalists,
causes the U.S. Administration to regis-
ter its stance on acclimating with
oppression.

Krajeski’s statement confirms that the
U.S. responded to and praised the
responses of these regimes and that
Washington must accept what is possi-
ble and easy from among political
reforms which do not threaten the secu-
rity and stability of their countries.
Public interest stems from reforms
based on well-studied steps. The pres-
ence of troops is better than handing
power to Muslims. But the reality is the
opposite of what these regimes believe,
along with their supporters, and testi-
monies about this are numerous. So,
regimes that rule their populations with
iron and fire are responsible for terror-
ism which threatens their security and
stability.

The U.S. Administration has to know
that presidential elections differ from
parliamentary ones, based on the fact
that political regimes in the Arab region,
including Yemen, accept only a limited
margin for maneuvering in any parlia-
mentary elections.

However, the matter is different for
presidential elections, as the democratic
margin can be absent, and barriers and
accusations emerge about any individual
or party planning to compete with the
ruler.

If the U.S. really wants our friendship
and restoration of what has been lost, it
should stand by us to achieve more rad-
ical reforms and exert extensive effort to
get rid of charges of a planned coup
against democracy.
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PP
resident of the Republic of Yemen Ali

Abdullah Saleh, had once stated:

“Some people in the world  own but

don’t rule, some rule but don’t own and

we in Yemen don’t rule nor own, we

just manage”. Considering the facts of today, this

statement sounds a little ambiguous, especially to

have been said by the president of the country who

had been ruling over 27 years and perhaps seven

more to come. In a famous TV interview end of last

year, the president explained his status again when

he said: “Some say that I don’t want to let go of the

power, but this is not true. I have no interest in the

presidency as there are no privileges in ruling

Yemen. Where would privileges come from? We

are just a poor country burdened with problems.

Whoever wants to rule, let him come. I won’t lose

anything.” 

As a Yemeni citizen I was both hurt and surprised

to hear these words. How have the Arabian Felix or

the Happy Yemen turned into a poor country bur-

dened with problems? I also feel insulted that my

president doesn’t feel privileged to rule my country.

And if it is true that there is nothing to lose, then

how come our president has backed off from his

words and is running for presidency in the next

elections?

Many well informed people in and outside Yemen

know that this is a country with rich resource and

full of potential. The strategic location of Yemen

alone if utilized could help this so called poor coun-

try get out of its inevitable doom. Yes it is true that

there had been some achievements, but never were

they enough and ever had they been accompanied

by some loss in other directions. 

I believe that it is a privilege to rule Yemen. And

I most certainly know that there have been chal-

lenges yet there are advantages whether power,

fame or money in being president. Saleh’s twenty

seven years of power had always been challenged

with instability, tribal resistance and corruption. I

admire this man for being able to stabilize the polit-

ical situation to an extent, and I know it takes some-

one with courage and wisdom to be able to handle

this country. However, there is a time for every-

thing, and if the burden is getting heavier maybe it

is time to pass it on to some other shoulders.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Editor-in-Chief

“D“D
ad, I am about to get married, can you
tell me where my wife and I will be hit-
ting the sack?” Fuad never had a more
serious problem in his life!

“Son, you can stay with us here in the house. Don’t you like
your spacious room?” The father knew his son had a good
question, but wanted to release some of his sense of humor.

The mother said laughingly: “Look son, just because your
room is in the Southern Side of the House1, that still means you
can enjoy being with your wife in Spring and Summer.”

“First of all, mom, the room is not even rectangular, it is a
semi circle with the angles at the tips of the diameter not more
than 10 degrees. You can’t even fit a bed in there.” Fuad could
see that his parents haven’t caught on to the seriousness of his
predicament. He continued: “Besides, the stray cats always
come into the room because the door rises above the ground by
about six inches.”

Dad saw a chance to carry on with his humorous mood:
“Well son, after you get married you will get a more refined
audience peeking through the bottom of the door into your
room.” 

“You are not serious, about keeping me in the room that used
to be where the goats were kept when Sana’a was still a farm
town. I need a good room, that will fit the nice bedroom set I
just ordered from Italy. I have been saving for it all my life, by
putting half the money I get from anywhere in a savings
account. It will arrive any day now and I can’t even think of
where to put it when it arrives in its boxes.” Fuad was pointing
out the first problem with the room while noting that the house
itself is unaccommodating for his furniture.

His mother couldn’t help carrying on with the joking: “Son,
why don’t you show your wife the room and let her see how
cozy it will be for both of you. The old houses of Sana’a have
such a nice cuddly aura to them. Just think! You will always be
so close together, no matter where you go in the room.”

“Mom, If I come within five meters of her house now, her
brothers might shoot me to pieces with their RPGs. You know,
now they even refuse to let her talk to me on the phone, let
alone allow me to pick her up to come see our absolutely cozy
room.” Fuad brought on some of the logistical and social short-
comings the relationship with his fiancée was undergoing as
the date of the wedding nears.

He then turned to his father: “Dad, you were lucky to have
been able to build three new houses in the good old days,
thanks to the land you inherited from your father. Why don’t
we get out of this sardine can and move into one of them. They
have such nice rooms and it will be a good way to let my wife
feel assured that she will be able to see during the day, without
having to switch on the light. That will save on the electricity
bill. There are actually windows in the rooms of the new hous-
es. My current room does not even have a window. With the
electricity off and on without any notice…”

The mother cut in: “
“You see what I mean, your room is just right for newly-

weds. Candlelight will do just fine. Your father and myself
always liked to sneak into that room, even when it was a barn
before we did some renovations in the house to turn it into a
modern house!”

“Mom, can you show me where the modern description fits
into this house? If you want to go modern, let us go to the house
we have on Haddah Road!” Fuad wanted out of the old house
and sees no other solution to his problem.

“Oh no son, that house gives us the highest income. If we
live in that house, how can I support the family? The other two
houses together do not bring in half the rent the Haddah House
brings in.” The Haddah house rent is enough to sustain us.” The
father wanted to put the economic factors in their right per-
spective.

That is exactly what Fuad was driving his father into saying:
“Then let us move into the House in Madhbah on the Western
side of the city.”

The mother wanted to point out that economics is not the
only consideration to bear in mind: “Son, you know how your
father can’t leave his Qat session group here in the Old City. He
does not even know the names of our next door neighbor in
Madhbah or Haddah. He is been with the same Qat session
group for forty years now and there is nothing that will change
that. No, you will just have to convince your wife that this is
really where life is at and I am sure she will understand.”

Just then, he heard some shouting by the door of the house
and the revving of a truck engine. He remembered his furni-
ture: “Oh no, what do we do now with the furniture?”

“Son, go down and show the driver where the house near the
Airport Road is. “Quickly now, before the other truck comes in
to pick up the furniture we will take with us from this house.”
The father was frantically trying to release the surprise they
have been hiding from their son for the last two weeks, since
he came from his studies overseas.

The son was so elated, he ran to pick up his dad’s mobile and
was heard mumbling: “Khadijah! We are moving to the air-
planes today, get ready now for the good life!” 

After waiting to hear her reaction he all of a sudden turned
red from embarrassment and said: “What airplanes? I mean to
the house near Airport Road. I better get there before my broth-
ers get there to take the room, which I had in mind for us. Can’t
you tell those brothers of yours to put away their RPGs for a
couple of hours while I take you to see the house?” 

After he finished, the mother asked what was the last thing
his wife to be said. He answered with amusement: “She said, If
I do that, they will shoot me before they shoot you! You know
how conservative my family is on such matters. You are lucky
they let you peek through the keyhole so you can see me on our
engagement day. It will just have to be long distance romance
for now until our wedding day”.

The mother couldn’t help already feeling nostalgic about the
old house: “You see your current room would have helped
make up a lot of lost time!”

1In Winter, the southern side of the houses in Sana’a turn into
refrigerators.

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and
journalist for more than 20 years.

Presidential
privileges

The fall-out from technology
advances, notably
globalization, is clearly ahead
of us. We need to grapple with
this and the sooner we assess
the issues and decide on what
we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

TT
he Bush adminis-
tration has taken
the initiative
when it has
admitted that is

experiencing a dilemma
when it turned towards Iran
seeking its help to deal with
the situation in Iraq. The
stand does really represent
and affirm a beginning of
significant concessions with
the U.S. ambassador in Iraq
is to embark on implementing a plan on
the necessity of heading towards Iran and
the use of diplomacy and dialogue with it
after the |Bush administration had put
Iran on the list of axis of evil countries. 

The new conservatives of the extrem-
ist right are exposed to intensive internal
pressures imposing on them the necessi-
ty of possibility of somewhat withdrawal
from Iraq despite the impression that
Bush had given in his address. There and
then Bush tried to express his suspect of
that to occur. All indicators confirm that
the White House is experiencing an acute
crisis and it is quite enough the drop in
the popular support to the lowest level,
the public opinion demand for withdraw-
al from Iraq added o that the American
material losses. The U.S. sustains losses
of $ 6 billion a month in maintaining its
military operations in Iraq, which is a
matter it could not continue to bear. In
addition there are the human losses in
tens of killed and wounded among its
soldiers. It is also no secret the democrat-

ic and republican con-
gress members activity in
their demand for the
troop withdrawal, taking
into account the legisla-
tive elections. The repub-
licans want to keep their
seats in the congress and
consequently do not want
to take part while on their
shoulders the responsi-
bility of the war in Iraq
that has lost its legitima-

cy. 
For al those reasons came the initiative

of contacting Iran as an attempt for com-
ing out of the current dilemma and to
open the way before the possibility of
withdrawing some of the troops from
Iraq in a way the Bush administration
would not seem to be defeated or to
appear as if forced to do that under pres-
sure of the Iraqi resistance. The Bush
administration fears much to look like
that and thus it fights hard in its attempt
to face saving. 

The initiative the American ambassa-
dor to Iraq would undertake its carrying
out is an attempt to salvage Bush from
the quagmire in which he drowned him-
self and to reduce the pressures his
administration is facing in the American
congress and the street. The military
might has failed to defeat the resistance.
There is no doubt that Iran would seize
this opportunity and America’s need for
its efforts to bargain with Bush adminis-
tration on other files, mainly the nuclear

dossier. For that reason, Iran has, in its
first reaction, not welcomed and did not
show its enthusiasm to communicate
with America, first to prepare itself for
bargaining and second to obtain some
kind of reward from America in other
files in return for its stand. 

Undoubtedly, the turning towards Iran
might be the magical formula for
America and the trump card for Iran at
the present time. It is particularly so as in
America’s invasion of Afghanistan and
Iraq it has achieved for Iran a hidden
desire for ending two of its arch enemies;
the Taliban in Afghanistan and Saddam
Hussein in Iraq. To be fair, we can affirm
that America has not succeeded in that
alone and Iran was rather always with it
and played an auxiliary role in destruc-
tion of the two regimes. 

America’s seeking of help from Iran
has not come out of emptiness. America
realizes the volume of the Iranian influ-
ence in Iraq and thus Iran’s assistance for
Bush administration in controlling the
situation could be a pretext for America
to say that the circumstances have
changed and the stage has become pre-
pared to reduce the number of its forces
in Iraq, especially after the general elec-
tions there.       

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an economist
and a professor in Political Science and
an expert in administrative development.
He is the head of a number of profession-
al associations, such as the Arab Group
for Investment and Development. 

By: Prof.

Abdulaziz al-Tarb
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“I can’t marry
into that room!”

Response to South Yemen

NN o body was happy like
our people in whole

(south and north) Yemen in
22nd,may 1990 the day that
the two part of Yemen
became One...And there are
a lot of Yemenis who are
very well educated in the
two parts of Yemen. So let’s
not think about the impossi-
ble thought of separating
Yemen again. Let’s think
together how to make
Yemen better for me, you,
our kids and the genera-
tions to come. This is the
mentality that all Yemenis
should think of, do not
think backwards, and think
about forwarding your
country to the future. But

we need to find the right
way and the right people to
do that (like the president
of India Dr. Abdul Kalam
and others like him).

So please brother(s)
“southyemeni@hotmail.co
m” stop trying to weaken
the country more than it is
already weak, and let’s put
our effort, knowledge and
strength together, and
peacefully try to get our
Yemen out of the darkness
of corruption..

Nabeel Albadany
nabeel_albadany@yahoo.com

Well said… you give
faith to all of us.. thank you
and God bless you

—Editor

About the landslides

RR egarding the resent
landslide in your coun-

try. I was employed in
Sana’a in the early 80’s and
was there during that earth-
quake. At the time of the
quake I was in my home
around noontime if I
remember correctly. It
rocked Sana’a city and the
surrounding mountains for
miles. After the quake I wit-
nessed a lot of landslides
over the next 3 years. Do
you think this recent land-
slide was due in long term
to this quake?

Kevin Dean
ookevin16@msm.com

Condolences

MM y name is Kees
Terlouw from The

Netherlands, my wife and
me visited from beautiful
country in 2004, we trav-
elled accompanied by BTA
in Sana’a 4 weeks in North
and South Yemen. We heard
about the tragedy after the
earthquake. Our thoughts
are with the people of
Yemen.

Kees and Diny Terlouw
kees.terlouw@casema.nl

Thank you for your sweet
feelings.. take care and stay
safe

—The Editor

Letters to the Editor

OpinionOpinion

U.S. stance on democracy’s future in Yemen



By: Barry Rubin

II
sraeli Prime Minister Ariel

Sharon’s disabling stroke has

thrown Israeli politics into tur-

moil yet again. Or so it seems.

Sharon was considered a cer-

tain victor in the planned March elec-

tions, for which he had organized his

own Kadima (Forward) party, attract-

ing leading figures from the Labor

party on the left and the Likud party on

the right. But will his departure from

public life really be as destabilizing as

many observers suggest?

To be sure, it was Sharon’s personal

appeal that made Kadima so popular.

His conservative and nationalist cre-

dentials sustained his popularity on the

right, while his new security strategy –

including full withdrawal from the

Gaza Strip – attracted supporters from

the left. In short, Sharon was the ideal

center candidate: a leader who recon-

ciled a dovish approach with a hawkish

outlook.

Yet Sharon’s untimely departure has

by no means reversed the fundamental

political and strategic shifts that he ini-

tiated. In the short term, while Kadima

will get fewer votes without Sharon at

the helm, some voters will be swayed

by sympathy for the stricken leader.

Indeed, polls show that the party could

still finish first. 

Moreover, Kadima still has an

impressive triumvirate at the top of its

list. Acting Prime Minister Ehud

Olmert, a veteran political maverick

and former mayor of Jerusalem,

inspired several of Sharon’s initiatives.

Shimon Peres, a former prime minister

and Labor party leader, appeals to

many voters from the left. Former

chief of staff and defense minister

Shaul Mufaz provides the security

expertise. Their differences will be

harder to patch up without Sharon, but

they have closed ranks and could well

lead Kadima to victory.

At the same time, the main alterna-

tive candidates on the left and right

have positioned themselves too far

toward the extremes to recapture the

center easily. On the left is Amir Peretz

of the Labor party, a populist and

trade-union federation leader with lit-

tle national leadership experience and

even less familiarity with security mat-

ters. Many Israelis distrust his ability

to lead the country.

It had generally been expected that

Labor would come in second in the

election and form a coalition govern-

ment with Kadima. Without Sharon,

Peretz might have more leverage in the

partnership, particularly since Olmert

has been more willing than Sharon to

embrace policy changes perceived as

dovish. A Kadima-Labor coalition

would have its problems, but it would

still form the basis of a solid govern-

ment.

On the right is Bibi Netanyahu, a

former prime minister and leader of

Sharon’s old Likud party. A year ago,

Netanyahu seemed certain to succeed

Sharon. But his opposition to the Gaza

Strip withdrawal, coupled with his

strong criticism of Sharon, cost him his

position as heir apparent. 

To gain control of the rump Likud,

Netanyahu had to move sharply to the

right. In the longer term, Netanyahu

may again rise to the top in a post-

Sharon era, if he is able to regain the

center. But in the upcoming elections,

he is likely to be left out in the cold.

More importantly, continuity on the

political front is likely to extend to

strategy and policy. Sharon embodied

a new national consensus, accepted by

at least two-thirds of the population,

that reflects deep-seated changes in the

country and its situation. From the left

comes the idea that, in return for full

peace, Israel is ready to withdraw from

most of the territory captured in 1967

and accept a Palestinian state. From

the right, the consensus acknowledges

that currently there is no Palestinian

partner for real peace.

The left’s advocacy of territorial

withdrawal gained currency as a result

of a general recognition that holding

onto land, especially Palestinian-popu-

lated areas, is not in the national inter-

est. Israel does not intend to claim this

land in the future, never derived any

economic benefit from it, and now

regards staying there as a security

problem rather than an asset. With the

Cold War over, the USSR gone, and

the Arab world weakened, a conven-

tional war with the armies of Arab

states is no longer likely, rendering

obsolete the strategic considerations

underlying Israel’s occupation of this

territory.

At the same time, though, there is no

hesitation about waging a tough defen-

sive war against Palestinian terrorism.

Israel will complete its defensive secu-

rity fence and strike back against ter-

rorists and those who fire missiles at

Israeli civilian targets. No one believes

that Palestinian leader Abu Mazin can

or will do anything to stop such

attacks. Indeed, it is understood on

both the left and the right that he and

his colleagues will not live up to any

commitment they make. The

Palestinian movement is falling apart,

the radicals are gaining control, and

nobody is going to make peace.

The bad news, then, is that the con-

flict will go on for decades, owing to

intransigence and growing chaos on

the Palestinian side. The good news is

that Israel can defend itself with rela-

tively low casualties, its economy is

improving, and tourism is recovering.

As Palestinian extremism and anarchy

become clearer, Israel’s stance may

gain greater international sympathy,

strengthening prospects for better rela-

tions with the Arab world and the

West.

It was Sharon who sensed a sea

change in Israeli sentiment and acted

upon it. But Sharon was the messen-

ger, not the message. The era of Israeli

pragmatism that he opened will not

end with his departure.

Barry Rubin is Director of the Global

Research in International Affairs

(GLORIA) Center and editor of

MERIA Journal. His latest book is The

Long War for Freedom: The Arab

Struggle for Democracy in the Middle

East.
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Sharon’s
triumph

By: Yuliya Tymoshenko

EE
urope’s sigh of relief at

the supposed end of the

dispute between Russia

and Ukraine over gas

pricing was audible here

in Kyiv. But the settlement raises more

questions than it answers. By placing

Ukraine’s energy needs in the hands of

a shadowy company linked to interna-

tional criminals, the agreement has

planted the seeds of new and perhaps

more dangerous crises.

As a result, I am challenging this

deal in court. Let a public hearing

before a judge reveal exactly who will

benefit from this deal.

The settlement between Ukraine and

Russia’s state-owned gas monopoly,

Gazprom, is intolerable because

Ukraine’s energy future has been

placed in the hands of RosUkrEnergo,

a criminal canker on the body of our

state gas corporation. RosUkrEnergo

was established in the last months of

the regime of our former ruler, Leonid

Kuchma. Yet it miraculously gained

control of all of Ukraine’s gas imports

from Central Asia. Under the deal

agreed this week, it retains that con-

trol.

As one who worked in the gas

industry before entering politics, I

know that the gas trade in the countries

of the former Soviet Union is riddled

with corruption. During my premier-

ship, my government sought to investi-

gate RosUkrEnergo – to discover who

precisely its owners are, how it gained

a virtual monopoly on the import of

Central Asian gas, and where its prof-

its go. Now that I am not in govern-

ment, that investigation has been

shelved. Ukraine’s energy needs, and

thus the certainty of energy supplies

across Europe, will never be secure as

long as gas transit is in the hands of

secretive companies with unknown

owners.

But the issues raised by the gas dis-

pute between Ukraine and Russia go

beyond energy security, reviving ques-

tions about Ukraine’s place in Europe

and the world. As this struggle shows,

Ukraine has been obliged to assume a

higher-profile role in European affairs.

It must consider where and in what

sort of Europe it fits, what balance it

should strike between Russia and the

European Union, and how it should

find the self-assurance needed to play

its full part in world affairs.

It would be sheer folly to suggest

that Ukrainians start with a blank slate.

Centuries of being part of the Russian

and Soviet empires have, in different

ways, shaped how Ukrainians view

their country and its interests. One

consequence of this is that Ukrainians

are often shy about asserting Ukraine’s

independent interests plainly – exem-

plified by Ukraine’s acceptance of a

deal that leaves its energy future so

insecure.

Like any country, Ukraine’s rela-

tions with the world are determined by

four interlocking factors: history, patri-

otism, national interests, and geogra-

phy. Each factor has special resonance

here. True, Ukrainians rightly feel like

citizens of a normal, independent

country, and want to be treated that

way. But this does not mean we want

to bury history and our historic ties.

We are a normal country with an

abnormal history.

Indeed, Ukraine’s interests form a

comfortingly familiar triangle of eco-

nomic, political, and strategic priori-

ties: free trade and open markets

across the globe; prosperous and dem-

ocratic neighbors; and not being on the

front-line of a conflict, still less a

potential battleground, between Russia

and the West. Our goal is thus a demo-

cratic Ukraine located between pros-

perous like-minded neighbors to east

and west.

Of course, the risk of tyranny, tur-

moil, and war within the so-called

“post-Soviet space” is large, leaving

Ukraine keen to limit its vulnerability.

Ukrainian enthusiasm about the EU is

based on the idea that European secu-

rity is indivisible.

We recognize, of course, that few of

even the most fervent supporters of

European integration want to help

Ukraine quickly become a member.

But the risk to EU gas supplies shows

that our fates are linked. Europe must

play its part as Ukraine redefines its

historic ties to Russia, and its actions

must do nothing to undermine

Ukraine’s national independence – or,

indeed, that of any of the countries that

emerged from the Soviet Union’s

breakup.

The proposed Baltic Sea pipeline,

which would bring gas to Germany

directly from Russia, bypassing

Poland, Ukraine, the Baltic states, and

the rest of Central Europe, is danger-

ous in this regard, because it may

allow Gazprom the freedom to cut gas

supplies to customers without endan-

gering supplies to its favored western

markets. That is a recipe for renewed

threats, not only to Ukraine, but to EU

members like Poland, the Czech

Republic, Hungary, Slovakia,

Slovenia, and the three Baltic states.

In broad terms, Ukraine seeks secu-

rity and stability, and it should be

remembered that our record here is

strong. Our decision more than a

decade ago to surrender Ukraine’s sta-

tus as a nuclear nation is the clearest

sign of our good neighborly intentions

and political maturity.

Today’s crisis over gas supplies

must not be overblown. Objectively

speaking, Ukraine today is more

secure as a nation than at any time in

its history. But Ukrainians do not feel

as secure as they should. 

The way to deal with uncertainty

and complex situations is to think

clearly and act decisively, not cut deals

that place Ukraine’s future in the hands

of shadowy businesses. Only by clear-

ly articulating and defending Ukraine’s

national interests can today’s dispute

over gas supplies establish our role in

a transformed Europe.

Yuliya Tymoshenko is a former Prime

Minister of Ukraine. 
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Ukraine comes in from the cold

By: Alexander Etkind

WW
henever you fill up

your European

compact car’s gas

tank, or that of your

American SUV, you

pay as much as a Russian schoolteacher

earns in a month. And every time you

pay, you subsidize a regime that relies

on energy, not information, as its main

product. You finance the pre-modern

and the inefficient, and perhaps worse:

every time you pay, you may be collab-

orating with political evil.

Russia began 2006, the year of its

chairmanship of the G-8, by launching a

gas war with Ukraine. Having a virtual

monopoly on supply, Russia decided

that it could dictate prices. But Ukraine

has a virtual monopoly on delivery, so

Russia blinked in this standoff as soon

as gas supplies to Western Europe

dropped.

Modern economies rely not on

monopolies, but on competition.

Contemporary Russians consume com-

petitive products: Nestle cereals,

Mercedes cars, Hollywood movies. The

problem is that they do not make them. 

Russians pay for this consumption

from the profits of gas and oil. State-

owned and private multinational com-

panies drill fuel in Russia and sell it to

Europe and North America. The gov-

ernment partially redistributes profits

by collecting taxes and paying salaries.

Gas prices are growing, and so are

Russian salaries. This causes inflation,

because, other than fuel, Russians do

not produce much else. To avoid infla-

tion, the government deposits a large

part of its profits into a Stabilization

Fund. 

But, because the Kremlin does not

trust its own stocks and bonds, the

Stabilization Fund invests in Western

securities. Thus, the government loses

its chance to modernize Russian cities,

roads, hospitals, and universities. But

inflation still grows, as do real estate

prices. Mortgages are available at outra-

geously high interest rates. No civil ser-

vant, military officer, or professor is

able to buy even a modest apartment,

unless they have an additional – often

illegal – source of income. Most don’t.

Russia exposes an ugly truth of our

era: illiberal societies can grow just as

fast – even faster – than open ones. Oil-

rich states need global networks to sell

their oil, to export their capital, and to

import technologies and technologists.

Among current United Nations mem-

bers, countries with large natural

resource endowments are also more

likely to have a non-democratic regime.

In the 1980’s, Mikhail Gorbachev

warned that Soviet oil resources were

exhausted. Of course, due to the

Western engineering and management

that became available after Gorbachev

launched his perestroika reforms, the

country was soon producing more oil

than ever – indeed, more than was ever

believed possible – and oil men like

Mikhail Khodorkovsky arose out of the

blue. 

But, while machines work every-

where, managers must abide by local

traditions and belong to indigenous

social networks. If the cultural compo-

nent is important, why share the profits

with Western-minded people like

Khodorkovsky? So no surprise that

other managers, with better relations

with those in power, now run

Khodorkovsky’s Yukos Oil, as well as

another major firm, Sibneft.

Foreign managers don’t seem to

mind. On the contrary, some of these

managers, such as former German

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, who

now chairs a Gazprom subsidiary build-

ing a pipeline under the Baltic sea, are

helping to expand Russia’s oil-based

imperial designs over Europe.

In the strange new world of today, the

modern and the pre-modern depend on

each other. Thus, Russians trade oil for

the products of knowledge. Imported

technologies are cheap if you convert

their prices into barrels of oil, so the

country produces a shortage of its own

geologists and chemists, not to mention

economists and lawyers. It needs only

one gang of politicians. 

In fact, for such a country, local

experts are not just redundant, but dan-

gerous. In their moments of sincerity,

Russian policymakers admit that Russia

is, from their point of view, overeducat-

ed. They recently discovered what their

Arab colleagues have known for a long

time: that for an oil-rich regime, it is

cheaper and safer to buy knowledge

than to produce it.

So hidebound conservatives run

Russian universities. Scientists go on

trial for technical espionage, while ex-

KGB spies sign multi-billion dollar

contracts. Non-governmental organiza-

tions are met with suspicion and harass-

ment, with new legislation seemingly

designed to vanquish them. Political

parties are created or banned by anony-

mous Kremlin clerks. Elections are

either canceled or faked. Oil-poor

neighbors like Ukraine are blackmailed.

An illiberal society can produce

growth, but it cannot enjoy it.

Redistribution schemes benefit the pop-

ulation if, and only if, they are con-

trolled by democratic feedback. The

Russian Stabilization Fund embodies an

unstable combination of anxiety and

greed that is typical for an undemocrat-

ic regime.

Dependent on gas, oil, and multina-

tionals, the G-8 countries accept quite a

lot of guff from their current chair,

Vladimir Putin. Still, the arrogance of

Russia’s rulers may have breached the

West’s tolerance. Alternative sources to

Russian energy are not the only means

to decrease prices. Global civil society

has developed instruments to halt con-

sumption that produces harm. Elegant

ladies, for example, no longer buy fur

coats. Many Westerners eagerly pay

more for “Fair Trade” coffee.

Would a similar approach work for

the gas in your oven? A century ago, the

idea of decolonization sounded just as

absurd. Public awareness is as crucial

now as it was decisive then.

Alexander Etkind teaches Russian

Studies at Cambridge University.
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Russia’s “oil-for-knowledge” scheme

Government

Kidnapper
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emen’s Ministry of

Agriculture and

Irrigation affirms that

the total annual honey

production is more

than 706 tons, 17 percent of which is

exported abroad, bringing $9 million

in revenues. The ministry points out

that the number of Yemeni beehives

exceeds one million.

In a recent statistic, the ministry

added that honey is considered among

five important and strategic products

and it will support it through a bee

breeding development project started

in 1993 through German support.

Since its establishment, the project has

conducted 253 short- and long-range

training courses, benefiting 4,037 bee-

keepers from various areas in Yemen.

The project is currently planning a

strategy to develop this activity.

Yemen’s honey is reputed through-

out the world for its high quality and is

among the world’s most famous due to

Yemen’s diverse terrain of high moun-

tains, vast valleys, spacious plateaus

and lengthy coast. This gives Yemen a

unique climate enriching the quality of

its year-round botanic yield. Yemen’s

kaleidoscopic nature produces rich

blossom varieties and various types of

honey. Yemeni honey is distinguished

by the fact that the bee itself builds its

hive without human interference,

thereby preserving its natural specifi-

cations. All this gives Yemeni honey

high therapeutic and food value, as

well as a delicious taste flavor and

beautiful dark color.

Regarding another agricultural prod-

uct, local sources in Hudeida gover-

norate, 300km west of Sana’a, dis-

closed that more than 120 farmers,

affiliated with 25 agricultural societies

in the governorates, expanded cotton

growth during the 2004-2005 season,

due to presidential directives to realize

possible larger production figures.

However, results were quite to the con-

trary. Farmers faced heavy losses,

leading some to declare total bankrupt-

cy due to insecticides supplied by the

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

and the state establishment for weav-

ing and textiles. The insecticides

burned spacious cotton farms, decreas-

ing this year’s cotton production by 20

percent of the targeted amount.

Farmers asked that an investigation be

conducted and those who caused this

result held accountable. They also

asked for compensation for the sea-

son’s insecticide burning disaster.

Farmers also accused the ministry of

not supporting them or taking an inter-

est in solving problems they face in

growing cotton, particularly fighting

cotton diseases. Organizers and spon-

sors of a workshop recently held on

fighting cotton insects and diseases

have switched to listening to cotton

farmers’ complaints. Farmers revealed

they do not get needed support and

there are no laboratories to examine

soil and water. They said the ministry

usually is late in its campaign to fight

cotton insects, beginning spraying

insecticides after it is too late and

exposing crops to damage.

Farmers also said crop losses were

inflicted by scarcity of irrigation water,

as the ministry does not supply them

with diesel fuel; the spread of cotton

insects due to lack of agricultural guid-

ance; not examining and determining

good cotton growing soil and seeds not

supplied in due time, leading to vary-

ing growing dates and causing insects

to move from one farm to another.

Beekeepers achieve good amounts of annual honey production, whereas cotton farmers suffer

great losses, forcing some of them to declare their bankruptcy.

Honey exports yield $9 million

By: Melvyn Krauss

TT
he most surprising and

controversial thing about

last December’s rate hike

by the European Central

Bank was that, after two

and a half years of keeping interest

rates at exceptionally low levels, the

bank ventured an increase of only 25

basis points with no promise of more to

come. Political pressure on Europe’s

central bank may be the reason for that

timid move.

Jean-Claude Trichet, the current

ECB president, may be in the same job

but not the same environment as his

predecessor Wim Duisenberg, who

famously remarked, “I hear the politi-

cians, but I don’t listen.” Political pres-

sure on the ECB today is much greater

than in Duisenberg’s time. The politi-

cal environment is much more hostile.

Some of this pressure may be seeping

through and affecting ECB policy deci-

sions.   

This is an extremely negative devel-

opment – and one of the central bank’s

biggest challenges for 2006. Not only

will politicians’ influence be towards

monetary excess, which of course is a

serious enough matter for a bank

whose primary mandate is price stabil-

ity, but also the excess will constitute a

serious barrier to structural reform,

which is essential for European pros-

perity in a competitive global econo-

my.

Increasingly, Europe’s politicians

regard excess liquidity and economic

reform as substitutes for one another.

The more the bank gives on liquidity,

the less the politicians will do on

reform. Duisenberg recognized this

linkage and held firm. The ECB’s pal-

try rate hike in December, together

with the supine promise of no plans for

further monetary tightening, demon-

strates that Trichet is no Duisenberg. 

Europe’s finance ministers have

played a clever game with the ECB.

Even though they were already

resigned to a 25-basis-point rate

increase, the politicians made a big

show of being opposed to it, aiming to

prevent what they really feared and

what was certainly more warranted: a

50-basis-point hike and a warning of

more on the way. 

Their strategy worked.

Luxembourg’s finance minister, Jean-

Claude Juncker, diplomatically

declared after the December meeting

that, “The result could have been

worse.” 

Indeed, even the markets were

fooled, giving the ECB a good grade

for its unremarkable rate hike.

Inflationary expectations, as measured

by the rates on certain market instru-

ments, actually fell after the hike, indi-

cating increased confidence that the

ECB will keep a lid on price pressures.

Although the meager rate hike was

presented as a consensus of the ECB’s

Governing Council, it soon became

apparent that the decision had been

controversial. Some Council members,

unhappy with Trichet’s dovish stance

at the December press conference,

made their displeasure known via the

press soon after. 

In an interview with Frankfurter

Allgemeine Zeitung, for example,

Bundesbank president Axel Weber

made it clear that future rate hikes were

very much on the table. Others spoke

out as well, and the futures markets

quickly predicted another 25-basis-

point rate hike in March. The consen-

sus alleged at the December press con-

ference simply did not exist.

With political pressures encroaching

on the bank’s policy decisions and a

faux consensus, it is not surprising that

there is now nostalgia in Frankfurt for

earlier times and for Wim Duisenberg,

even among his former critics.

Duisenberg’s great skills – under-

appreciated by the press and public

alike – were genuine consensus-build-

ing in a potentially divisive body and,

in Trichet’s own words, “an exception-

al ability to keep his nerve in some

highly demanding and extremely hos-

tile environments.”

In particular, the stubborn Dutchman

understood the extreme danger if

Europe’s top monetary authority

became too cozy with Europe’s politi-

cians, especially at a time when many

EU finance ministers view economic

reform and excess liquidity as being

essentially the same thing.     

Wim Duisenberg died last year, but

his values, philosophy, and wisdom

must not be allowed to die with him.

The New Year provides a perfect

opportunity for Jean-Claude Trichet to

resolve that, despite the more trying

circumstances in which he must oper-

ate, his own policies and procedures

will more faithfully reflect Duisenberg

and his legacy. Europe deserves no

less.  

Melvyn Krauss is a senior fellow at the

Hoover Institution at Stanford

University.    
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Don’t forget Wim

Duisenberg’s legacy Job Vacancies
All candidates applying for these posts must be Yemeni nationals

Technical Evaluation Engineer - Reference No. 040
Yemen LNG Company intends to support sustainable development programmes within the vicinity of the

Balhaf gas terminal and the pipeline route through the Marib and Shabwa Governorates. These projects must

be thoroughly evaluated to ensure that they are technically and financially feasible, and provide genuine long-

term benefits to the local population.Reporting directly to the Sustainable Development Manager, the

Technical Evaluation Engineer will have a broad and challenging remit. The position will be based in Sana’a

for the foreseeable future, but frequent trips to Shabwa and Marib will be involved.

The successful candidate will work closely with Yemen LNG Company’s Community Liaison Officers and

Senior Development Program Advisor and will assess the technical feasibility of the potential projects which

they will propose. This will involve visits to the proposed locations and the preparation (personally or via

experienced specialists) and review of the proposals, designs, feasibility studies and cost estimates. After

approval by the Sustainable Development Manager and YLNG senior management, the job holder will prepare

call-for-tender documentation, will advertise the tender and will participate in the evaluation and approval of

bids. The incumbent will then supervise the execution of each project, ensuring that the objectives are

achieved, that the required standards are maintained throughout and that YLNG management are provided

with regular and comprehensive progress reports.

Candidates must be qualified Civil Engineers with at least 8 years of experience of assessing and

implementing developmental projects in rural communities within Yemen, ideally on water, electricity, heath

and educational matters. Extensive experience of working directly and constructively with the representatives

and members of local communities and with Governmental and Non-Governmental bodies is also essential.

Deadline: Wednesday, January 25, 2006

All applicants for these positions must have excellent IT skills including extensive experience of Microsoft

Office systems. Fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English are essential, and candidates will be tested

to assess their current level and training needs.

Applicants should send their CV with a short covering letter explaining why they believe they are qualified for

the post either to the address below, or by e-mail to HR@YEMENLNG.COM.YE

The Human Resources Department

Yemen LNG Company

P.O. Box 15347

Sana’a, Yemen

Candidates selected for interview will be contact by Yemen LNG. Please send your CV once only and do not

telephone to discuss your application.

By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

TT
he Ministry of Water and
Environment and the State
Authority for Environment
Protection have planned to
bring about a prosecution

to be specialized in dealing with issues
of environment. The prosecution is to
consider violations of laws organizing
the efforts meant for preservation of
Yemen environment and protection of
subterranean waters reservoir. 

Sources at the Ministry of Water
have clarified that study is underway to
speed up the establishment of that pros-
ecution to control different violations
committed against natural conservan-
cies and attempts for changing the bio-
diversity of natural habitats. The prose-
cution is also to be empowered to tack-
le resolutely all ecological violations,
particularly those of pouring motor oil

wastes in the agricultural areas and val-
leys, random digging of water wells
and exhaustion of waters and to send
the guilty persons  to court. 

Meanwhile, officials from Sana’a
University have recently announced
there is a study conducted for the cre-
ation of a faculty specialized in teach-
ing the subject of ecology. The officials
have said the study would be referred
to the concerned parties at the Higher
Council for Yemeni Universities for the
funding of the college establishment at
the Sana’a University. The College of
Science at Sana’a University has lately
organized a symposium on chemistry
and industrial development in coopera-
tion with the national committee for
education, culture and science, the
ministry of education and the state
authority for ecology. The participants
in the symposium have called for the
establishment of a colleges for ecolog-

ical studies at Yemeni universities, the
establishment of chemistry depart-
ments at colleges of science, reconsid-
er their curricula and to be related to
needs of development. The symposium
has also recommended that the state
should seek help of researchers from
university professors to help solve
problems facing the state with regard to
waters, environment and pollution. 

Since 1990 Yemen has already
joined and signed many international
agreements and protocols in this
respect. More important of those agree-
ments and protocols are agreements on
protection of biodiversity, Vienna
agreement for the protection of ozone
layer and its annexed protocols, the
control of transferring dangerous
wastes across borders and that con-
cerned with protection of land and sea
species that are threatened by extinc-
tion. 

In defense of environment
against aggressors

Authorities plan to establish a prosecution specialized in holding those who

harm environment accountable

A cotton disease bug attacking the crop.

Yemeni honey is famous worldwide for its high quality.
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I. What To Say
Situations and expressions (83)
Love you, daughter

DD
aughter is an invaluable ornament to the
house, a source of joy and pride to
parents, and a charming presence for the

guests. She enlivens the atmosphere of the family
and fills it with an air of enchantment.

• Daughter! You’re a happy memory of our past, a

beautiful reality of our present, a big hope for

our future. With you are our sentiments attached;

in you our dreams dwell, for you our prayers

performed; around you our life remains focused.

• Our past has you, dear daughter, captured in our

memory, ranging from the days of our innocence

to the echo of your laughter, from the ecstasy of

our infancy moods, to whatever you did ever

after. Our present holds you as a beautiful reality,

which gives joy beyond measure, a solace, a

great sense of security, of belonging, pride and

immense pleasure. While our future is a promise,

where we’ll see you realize dreams, live upto

expectations, creating special occasions,

fulfilling family aspirations. Our wish for you is

to remain for us as lovable a daughter as you

were yesterday.

• Dear daughter, I remember the day when you

first opened your beautiful eyes and looked at

me, my whole world brightened. You touched

my heart with your innocence, and my eyes

brimmed with tears. I thanked God for blessing

me with you. You’re such a sweet bundle of joys,

so caring and loving, I can’t help thinking how

lucky I’m to have you.

II. How To Say It Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

1. He should like some milk, please.

2. He appeared having trouble with his car.

3. The police got suspicious of two men looking

into all the cars.

4. He would have made a distinction in the exam,

but he answered Q2 badly.

5. It’s not worth  having the trouble to write to him.

He never replies.

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

1. She was bruised quite badly in the accident. It

must still hurt a lot.

2. When we went to school we had to learn

English.

3. He didn’t cook the dish himself so you don’t
have to eat it all. He won’t be offended.

4. You needn’t have a special pass to get in. OR

You don’t need a special pass to get in.

[‘Needn’t’ acts as a modal verb here and should

be followed by a bare infinitive]

5. ‘Can I use the computer?’ ‘Of course you can.’

III. Increase Your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word
1. Daring, mischievous, or adventurous act, often

causing gossip or trouble.

2. Intended for a small circle of followers.

3. Practice of spying or using spies.

4. Level area or ground by the sea where people

may walk for pleasure.

5. Give one’s support to a cause.

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

1. One who wanders in search of adventure: errant
(n)

2. Irregular in behavior or opinion: erratic (adj)

3. Mistakes in printing or writing: erratum (n)

(plural errata)

4. Having, showing great learning: erudite (adj)

5. Moving stairs carrying people up and down:

escalator (n)

(B) Words often confused
Bring out the difference in meaning of the

following pairs of words

1. haste, hurry

2. funeral, funereal

3. enumerable, innumerable

4. diseased, deceased

5. compulsion, obligation

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

1. analyst (n) (one who make chemical analysis):

His brother works as an analyst in the National

Laboratory.

annalist (n) (a writer of annals or yearly

records): An annalist is responsible to write

annual chronicles.

2. escape (vt) (get free): He luckily escaped

punishment for coming late.

escapade (n) (an act of adventure): The highway

man’s escapade with the village chieftain’s

daughter was quite romantic indeed.

3. idle (adj) (not employed. The word implies that

the person is not willing to work even if there is

any): ‘An idle mind is a devil’s workshop.’

idol (n) (an image in wood, stone etc.): They

worshiped the idol of goddess of learning.

idyll (n) (short description in verse of a simple

scene or event of country life): The English

Romantic poets were fond of writing idylls.

ideal (adj) (satisfying one’s idea of what is

perfect): Dr. Mohammed is an ideal teacher.

lazy (adj) (doing little work): On Fridays I spend

lazy afternoons.

4. imaginary (adj) (existing only in imagination):

Utopia is an imaginary republic.

imaginative (adj) (having imagination): Poets

are imaginative beings.

(C) Synonyms and Antonyms
i. Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the

one given at the top

1. capitulate
a. to emphasize b. to rush

c. to surrender d. to overturn

2. recapitulate
a. to recover property b. to sum up

c. to repeat oneself tiresomely

d. to surrender again

3. reckless
a. irresponsible b. without fault

c. hopeless d. wicked

4. egress
a. admittance b. exit

c. crossing d. trespass

5 profess
a. to become expert at b. to proclaim

c. to foretell d. to plan

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

Word Synonym
1. deplete to exhaust

2. tactile pertaining to the organs of touch

3. feline cat-like

4. inconceivable unthinkable

5. benign kindly

ii. Antonyms
Chose the word that is most opposite in meaning to

the one given at the top

1. purgatory
a. reward b. flawless

c. celestial d. proximity

2. veneration
a. sacrilege b. static

c. downfall d. religious

3. pliable
a. tortuous b. illegal

c. unprofitable d. suffocating

4. lucrative
a. happy b. illegal

c. unprofitable d. unkempt

5. soft
a. blunt b. thin

c. delicate d. stubborn

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

Word Antonym
1. augment decrease

2. aromatic stinking

3. inimical friendly

4. inopportune timely or suitable

5. toxic harmless

(D) Spelling
Choose the correctly spelt word

1. a. apparrel b. aparell

c. aparel d. apparel

2. a. ansastral b. ancestral

c. ansestral d. encestral

3. a. acros b. acrooss

c. acrross d. across

4. a. beneftited b. benifited

c. benefited d. beneffited

5. a. battle b. bettle

c. batlle d. batle

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

1. appearance

2. achievement

3. apology

4. abridgement

5. affectionately

(E) Phrases and idioms
Use the following phrases in sentences

1. hurt abuse at

2. absolve somebody from/of something

3. get above yourself

4. above reproach

5. abound in

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

1. have something on (to be busy, to have another

engagement): I would love to go with you to

Aden, but I have something important on.

2. go great guns (to be doing very well, to be very

successful): Their relationship is going great

guns.

3. show (someone) the ropes (to explain or

demonstrate to someone how to do something):

Before my father went for Haj he showed me the

ropes about the business.

4. keep an open mind (to be willing or listen to or

accept new ideas): You should keep an open

mind about people and affairs.

5. drown one’s sorrows (to drink alcohol in order

to forget one’s sorrows): Don’t try to drawn your

sorrows. It may harm you.

IV. Grammar and Composition
(A) Grammar
Tell the difference in the meaning of roll in the

following sentences

1. We ate a roll for lunch.

2. We watched the big waves roll along the beach.

3. Get a roll of paper.

4. Please roll the ball to Jim.

5. The dog could roll over.

6. The teacher called the roll.

7. We could see the roll of the hills.

8. We could hear the roll of the drums.

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions

1. He warned me not to go too near the dog.

2. He threatened to hit me if I didn’t stop talking.

3. I asked how he was and he replied that he was

fine.

4. He admitted stealing the money.

5. He denied having to do anything with the

robbery.

6. She promised that she would never forget me.

7. We suggested that he should go to the cinema.

8. He thought that I was making a repeated mistake.

9. He claimed that he had seen a ghost.

10. He advised me to talk to her and say how I felt.

B) Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the following

maxim

103: THE DUTY OF THE HISTORIAN
IS TO NARRATE, NOT TO COMMENT

Suggested answers to the previous topic

102: TODAY WE KNOW MORE,
BUT FEEL LESS

In the modern world of unprecedented explosion of

knowledge, the more the frontiers of knowledge are

expanding, the more the individuals are drifting from

basic human values such as love, tolerance, sympathy,

empathy, charity, generosity, fellow feeling and so on.

In other words, as the human intellect is getting richer,

the inner springs of humanity and gentility are getting

poorer. The modern man is a hollow man, a stuffed

man, with his headpiece filled with straw in this

‘sterile promontory’ of the modern wasteland. That is

to say, as science and technology progresses, there is

a corresponding decline in humanity. In his blind and

obsessive pursuit of material prosperity he has utterly

neglected, or ignored the value of sensibility,

sensitivity and nobility. Man, in other words, has

become a thinking being and ceased to be a feeling

being. This does not augur well for the future of the

humanity, because the intrinsic worth of a society is

known by its matrix of values. It would be no

exaggeration to say that man has turned out to be a

mindless machine, stripped of its basic virtues of

grace, goodness, nobility and humanity. Examples

can be multiplied. How many of us are moved by the

misery of a poor man or touched by a breathtaking

natural scenery? In the mad race of life we have no

time to stand and stare, and feel the beauty of nature

‘in our blood and along the heart’. It’s high time we

reversed this phenomenon ‘where wealth

accumulates, but men decay’ and inculcate human

values in our younger generation to build a society

where head and heart, knowledge and feeling are

equally important.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

VI. Food for Thought
“Each of us has a fire in our hearts for something.

It’s our goal in life to find it and to keep it lit.”

—Mary Lou Retton
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Associate Professor ,

Department of English,

Faculty of Arts and Education
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Technology, Sana’a
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Tel: 311117, Mobile: 733523970

P. O. Box 14533, Sana’a

“It is Allah Who causeth the
seed-grain and the date-stone to split
and sprout. He causeth the living to
issue from the dead. And He is the

One to issue from the living.
That is Allah.

S6: A95

EducationEducation Presented by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

By Hamza.M.Alhassan
A writer from Sudan

O giant land of
All these countless miles
Of four leading eyes
Narrate in bliss and joy
To your chair and seat
Of governance and rule
How can you ignore
This divine fleeting sun-rise
Of birth and life
Bright glitter and rise
Those two fine eyes 
Of day and night
Whose beam and light
Is truth and beauty
While all of the time

Of flowers and thorns
O that giant land and earth
Of Yank and Uncle Sam
You see everything through
That broken spectacles which
Out of its policy
Of separate occupation
At that good land
Of Jerusalem and Palestine
Can lead and guide
Any powerful empire at
All these countless miles
Of east and west
With north and south
O that giant land
Of science and progress
To that end
Letʼs end death by suicide.

Poetry Corner

The broken spectacles

(Abdal Aziz, the
teacher is writing on the
blackboard and A’rif, a
student comes late to class
and knocks on the door.)

Teacher: Oh, You. Late
again. What’s the time
now? The class begins at
8 and it is 8.30. Why are
you late?

A’rif: I come from a
long distance.

Teacher: Where from?
A’rif: From Alwaraf.
Teacher: Al Waraf is not far away

and you are not the only one coming
from there.

Some others also come from there
and they are all here. What is your
problem?

A’rif: There is no bus from there.
Teacher: How did these people

come, then?
A’rif: I don’t know. It’s Ramadhan.
Teacher: OK. That’s why I allow

people 15 mts. It is half past nine. The

class is for one hour and
you come half an hour
late. Tell me the truth.

A’rif: I overslept,
because I went to bed
very late in the morning.

Teacher: Say that. You
could have said that in
the beginning. Why do
you blame the bus and
other people? You have
come late and you are
also telling a lie. Let it be
the last time. OK?

A’rif: OK. 

Activity: Can you imagine another
situation where you and a problem stu-
dent (eg. someone who often forgets
his/her pen) converse with each other?
Try to create a conversation on this
model.

Let your speech bind your friends
and attract your enemies.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

PROF. M.N.K.BOSE

mnk_bose@hotmail.com

Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb

A letter to the teachers of English: 103

Conversation skills (3)
A friendly teacher and
an unfriendly student

EE
ach one of us
thinks and
feels different-
ly about the
meaning of

happiness and the ways
and means of achieving it.
However, we can general-
ize and say that to most of
us happiness involves a
positive feeling and a
sense of fulfillment.

We may, at times be
helpless with regard to the obstacles
we can not overcome or causes of
unhappiness that are beyond us when
they are part of that tough and cruel
outside world, weird circumstances
and accident, or people who are indif-
ferent to us. Still good deal of that
sense of achievement comes from
within us.

The achievement of happiness starts
with overcoming the host of negative
emotions like anger, anxiety, fear,
helplessness that stand in the way of
the very first steps towards happiness.
They are feelings that stand in our way
of feeling and thinking and acting pos-
itively. They are factors that practical-
ly immobilize us. Think of the many
times when your feeling of shyness

prevented you from
meeting people you
love. Isn’t it tue that
feeling of hatred or jeal-
ousy kept you from
sleep? Haven’t there
been times when you
felt the urge to sit in the
house all day doing
nothing and simply
bored? Weren’t there
moments when anger
kept you from thinking

clearly and made you say something
abusive to someone you love?

Though certain negative emotions
may, at times, pay off such as shouting
at a child in an angry voice to empha-
size that we don’t want him to play in
the street, yet if we shout at others
because we are internally upset, then
we are losing ourselves to a negative
emotion. This is one of those times
when we have to think of alternatives,
to break away from the chain and of
those emotions that, consciously or
unconsciously, immobilize us. These
are moments when we are robbed of
those emotions that warm our hearts
and souls, feelings that provide us with
the sense of fulfillment we call happi-
ness.

The path to happiness

HUSSEIN AL-NOORI

TT
he press club, a
pioneering enter-
prise ‘By
Students, For
Students’ of the

University of Science and
Technology, Sana’a, has
brought out their maiden
publication captioned UST
Times. It embodies a delight-
ful recipe of well-chosen arti-
cles and write-ups by bud-
ding talents of the university
on a spectrum of pertinent issues.
Ayesha Badheeb, editor, Ashwaq Al-
Quss, proof reader, Ahlam Al-
Dhahbani, Suhayla Al-Hebshi, Amal
Al-Masory, Menya Nasher, Nada Al-
Aghbary, Hanan Bazara, Hend
Thowaba, blooming journalists
deserve glowing tributes and hearty
congratulations for doing an excellent

job. The young publication is clothed
in an appreciable format and reflects
the passion and professionalism of the
avant garde group. We wish the team
luck in their endeavor. May UST
Times cross many mile stones and con-
tinue to inspire and instruct young gen-
eration.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

Campus Jottings

UST Times: An
appreciable enterprise



Electronic / Electrical

installation engineer for

installing security alarm

systems

Degree / Diploma hold-

ers minimum experience

2 years. 

Fax C.V. 01-510397

[any nationality], PB-

2202 Hadda street 

Sana'a [733420510]

Manpower services

for all types of Indian

and Ethiopian 

manpower contact

Tel-Fax-674106

contact A.M

Mukerid:73660074

Required: A private

home tutor for ICGCL

ordinary level O level

for biology maths and

chemistry

student : Male 17 years.

please call 711443480

71115284                        

Tutor available for

home and private tuition

and teaching from grade

5 to grade 12 for all sub-

jects in english language

as well as electrical engi-

neering subjects upto

graduate degree/ diplo-

ma/ certificate levelss.

Mr.Ijaz Ahmad.

Tel; 733483954.

Bachelor’s English -

Experienced 5 years in

Translation+Correspond

enced+Mangoment+Sec

r e t a r i a t + P u b l i c

Rela t ion+Compute rs

programms and

Maintenance.

Tel:711832070.

E - m a i l : i n t _ 1 6 @ h o t -

mail.com. 

Yemeni male graduate

from great Britain col-

lege from 98 until may

05. the subject out as(IT)

computer+ Business +

Math’s + English lan-

guage+ business English

5 years work experience

plus a course in selling

and marketing in the

biggest + companies in

the gulf region-looking

to work as amarketing or

administration manager

in Yemen sales

Mr.Waleed Saif

for contact:

0 0 9 6 6 5 5 1 5 1 2 9 2 3 /

77770655- 01/300949.

Graduate from Sana'a

University specialist

public relation  and I

have secretary computer

and I can speak English

very well.

Saleh Hussein Al-fohed 

Tel: 77830159 -

71613653

Hussein  Mubarak

Experience: financial

Asst,  purchasing ,

cashier , Receiphinist,

Store - keeper, Librarian

, driver dispatcher,

Security, gen.services

for contact:711005504 

ph.D-Pharmacist

Dr. Saleh  Adhulmani

-long experience

educational,commer-

cial, and manufactur-

al pharmacy fields

with  fluency in

German , English

Russian  and Arabic

languages + knowl-

edge in admenstra-

tional accounting and

planning methods tel:

01246803 

8 yrs experience (from

Singapore)Indian male

looking for job in

Administration/procure-

ment/Project coordinator

/ secretarial post for con-

tact:73464552 or

manoimmanuel@yahoo.

com.sg

Ali Abdul Majeed,

electronics & communi-

cation Engineer univer-

sity of Baghdad , wide

experience in instating

and maintenance in med-

ical systems, wide expe-

rience in computer fields

poth pc’s

mobile: 73548199

Aiman Ahmed-

Secondary school - com-

ers level3 - diploma of

secretary computer -

English language good

in writting and speaking-

driving 

license experience(ware-

house keeper-inventory

control-follow up pur-

chasing)

for contact:73409652 

Adel Al-Sharafi-B.A.

degree , English, teacher

of ICDL for 3 years in

Yemen Holland(ICI)- 5

years in computer main-

tenance net Cafe build-

ing- very good in typing

Arabic and English

for contact: 73174751

Lovely one story +

basment villa in Hadda.

The perfect residence for

any family: 5 rooms, 3

baths, kitchen, extra

rooms in basement,very

nice garden,

please call:733802855

For rent fully furished

flat, Hadda’a area..2 bed

rooms , 3 bath rooms

fully equipped

kitchen,six chairs dining

room European sitting

room.Yemeni mafraj:

monthly rent $700

please call 733802855

For rent:

Landrover Discovery

, model 1996  with

good condition  , it

has CD player with

screen and fully

insured(with driver

or without)

for contact:77211181

or 671042

For sale Mercedes

Benz ML320 model

1998 with Air-condi-

tion movement Chire

lether six Piston

white color 5 doors

debel 4x4 with good

condition out side

and in side costam-

tain  + mercedes 230

model 92 Gear

Automatic custom

paid for more infor-

mation contact Mr.

Mohammed Mukerid

Mobile 733660074.

intel cpu 3200 ghz -

MB intel 915 ram 512

DVD-whiter - LCD-

genx-17

for contact: 71707819

Admiral washing

machine lo-k suitable for

big hotel.  New in it’s C

made in USA. for more

information contact by

the following mobile

number 71722865 

Have you sought treat-

ment  without an actual

medicine. Now, you can!

For more information on

the ancient Chinese

pharaohs art  of healing.

Call Dr.A.Latif

A.Mageeda consultant in

Yoga,magnet therapy

and Acupressure at :

73524031

BAIJU RAJAN, lost of

my Indian passport

no.E7088003, If some

one find it please contact

ME NO.  MOB:

71179718

JIJU 
Lost items

Treatment 
Without actual 

Medicine 

Society 

Computers 

Vehicles

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for

packing, customs clearance, domestic 

& international forwarding air & sea.

Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /

216048 / 407905

ITS Global Logistics,  Tel: 967-

1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-

1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye

itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O. Box

25159, Sana’a., R.O.Y. Business

Development, 73217750, Customer

Service: 73212272 Operations:

73217752 Exemptions 73214700.

Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright Forwarding

(Land/Sea/ Air). Weather Proof

Packing, Removals & Warehousing

International Door-to-door services

(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Exemptions,

www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.

COM

YEMEN PACKING &

FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC

CARGO)  Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:

967-1-208897 

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.

Operations: 408518/7904603 

Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,

Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright Forwarders

(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof

Packing, removals & Warehousing

International Door-to-door services

(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Exemption

Cargo ®∫s

Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism.

For domestic & international air

tickets with price busters all airlines. 

Tel: 219890/ 270750

Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Travels

Classifieds11

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 Tel :71616065 or By P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 
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ORIENTAL GEOLOGICAL
ENGINEERING COMPANY

Water well drilling & testing

Groundwater investigation

Geological exploration

Fuel & water storage tanks

Water treatment, water

supply & distribution system

Sewage treatment plants &

collection networks

Geotechnical investigation

Soil  and rock tests

Soil improvement & pile

foundation

Groundwater dewatering

Applied surveying & mapping

Geophysical surveying & well

logging

Fax: 02-232313, 02-231377, Aden - Yemen

E-mail: zwx002@hotmail.com

Chinese Company

Øq ±U ¢∫∑U§u≤t, ¢∫X ßIn Ë«�b..
®U̧Ÿ �b…, «±UÂ «∞ªDu◊ «∞πu¥W «∞OLMOW

‹: 702042 -  ≠UØf: 140862

Hadda Str. Sanaʼa Infront of Yemenia Airline,

Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All  your needs All  your needs 

under one  under one  roof .roof .

±J∑∂‡W «∞e≥‡d«¡
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Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518

Fax: 208897, 

Email: yempac@y.net.ye

P.O.Box: 3366.

SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.

WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

THE BEST IN
PACKING & 

FORWARDING

«_≠Cq ≠w «∞∑GKOn Ë«∞MIq ≠w «∞OLs

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade

191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident

(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs

252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,

Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station

282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent

203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 

Egypt Air               273452/275061

Gulf Air 440922

Lufthansa                     213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:

Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824  Tel.967-1-260823

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St.                274371/2/3

Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20

Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4

Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7

Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.:       04/210568/9/50

Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.    05/352917-306560

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain

Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274310/1

Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678

Taiz: 251816

Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 271623/4

Hertz Rent a Car                    Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625 

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car     417346-7927920

Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791

MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 

OPEL / GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000

TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_ Sana’a: 01 -446880

Computer Education              Aden: 02-237199

(Internet Focussed Taiz: 04-250343

Curriculum, E-commerce,   Mukalla: 05-307492

ISO 9001 Certified) Hodeidah: 03-206998

American Academic Institute 249294

CMT House                              Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648

Infinit Education                                        Tel:444553

German Language Institute 200945

Modern British Institute (University Branch)  203689

New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

NIIT Q u a l i t y _  

C o m p u t e r E d u c a t i o n Tel. 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882

Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988

Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543

Fax: 00967 1 448542

Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas                         602408

Shehab Dental Center                 400443/218824

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders                    407905

Al-Rawahil Olympia 278674/7909110

Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5

Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166

Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467

ITS Global Logistics 218142

Marib Travel & Tourism      

(Cargo Division)    441109/126  Fax: 440733 

Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital Tel. 600000/602008

E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com   Fax. 601889

The First Consultant center for the skin, 

venerial Diseases & Infertility            205517-73807737

Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922

E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com

Al-Jumhury Hospital                           274285

Al-Thawra Hospital 246366

Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230

Best Western Hadda Hotel:             415212/5

Hadda Town: 415900

Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8

ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5

Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6

Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 , 

Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,  Abyan: 604030

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029               Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13

Aden: 255668                           Taiz:240927/34

Hodeidah: 219545/8

Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,

Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345             Mukalla: 304292,

Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax:267619

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)

Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769

Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Canadian International School          418510 , 423364

International Turkish Schools     Sana'a         448258/9

Taiz     205593

Al-Hussein National Schools                  412826/7

Sam Yemen International School       Diplomatic Area 

Tel: 440353-440354           fax: 440355

Al-Majd Yemen School 206159

Middle East Modern School 447118

The English School                              419308

Tulip School   412249

Ienshams Modern school    671275, 671140

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French -

German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-

Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism tel:611560

Falcon Business Travel Center Tel: 446250 Fax: 446251

Al-Nasim Travel 270750

Al-Sunidar  Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808

Apollo Business Travel Center   Tel. 444000/888

Arabian Peninsula T & T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798  

Murjan Travel       Fax : 400555  Tel/ 216028 / 466881

Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      Tel. 01 -

417441 Fax: 412039

University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University                   449971/2

Sana’a University                            250553/4/5

Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885
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To particepate 
contact: 71200540

CALYON
Corporate and Investment Bank

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale Required  Available For Lease   For Hire/Rent  Job Require  Situation Vacant
Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact Mr. Rashid, 268661/2/3, 71200540
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Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax: 267619

P.O Box: 5465
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suzuki car-leana
- 4  Doors.

- 5  Passengers.

- 16 Cylinders.

- 16 Valves.

- 1600 CC.

- 105 Power Horse.

- Gulf Specifications.

- ABS Brakes system.

- Conditioner.

- Radio Cassette, CD.

- Electronic Code for preventing

robbery.

- Attractive Price.

for fuller information and 

contact call at 73670361 or

71704391

Car for sale

TransGlobal logistics & Services Ltd.

Worldwide Movers

Tel: 01-444226/442135  FAx :01-442133

P.O Box 16884, Sana’a, Rep.of Yemen.

Email: transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website: www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L

A N D  H E A V Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.

Heavy, light industrial plants.

Power and desalination plants.

Fuel and water storage tanks.

Oil fields ancillary installations.

Air purification for industry

Marine docks, harbours, deep sea

berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.

Pipelines construction and maintenance.

Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

High quality buildings & sports complexes.

Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

By: Mohammed

Al-Jabri

TT
he first

l ove b i rd s

came to

Yemen fif-

teen years

ago. Since then, the inter-

est for pet birds has

increased remarkably. 

By the beginning of the

1990s, the trade of pet

birds started to flourish in

Yemeni markets, espe-

cially in Sana’a city. Since then, love-

birds have gained popularity, and most

young people still prefer to own them

instead of other kinds of birds, because

lovebirds are linked with love affairs.

Before that, people used to own local

birds such as nightingales,

falcons, doves, and

goldfinch.

Mr.Bilal Al-Sabri, owner

of a bird store in

Sana’a, says that

Yemenis who have

traveled abroad were

influenced by pet bird

stores business. Some

local tradesmen began to

adopt the idea of importing

some of those birds to

Yemen. 

A lovebird is very affectionate, lovely

and cute. It is the smallest kind of par-

rots. It is about 13-17 cm in size and 40-

60 grams in weight. Lovebirds are kept

in pairs, because they form a very close

bond with one another. They can be

trained easily to perch on fingers, heads

or shoulders. People like to buy them

only for their attractive form. Some oth-

ers buy them as a present, and at times,

a young man gives them as a gift to his

fiancée, because these birds are the

symbol of love. Mr. Bilal explains that

children like these birds the most. The

child who sees them for the first time

insists on his father to buy them.  A pair

of lovebirds may cost 22,000 Yemeni

rials. 

Pet birds differ from one to another.

Some are small and some are medium

in size. In Yemen, there are many kinds

of these birds. The most famous are the

nightingale, blackbird, goldfinch,

pigeon, falcon, paradise bird, canary,

parrot, and cockatiel. Some of these are

imported from Australia and Holland,

but the nightingale, blackbird, falcon,

goldfinch and pigeon can be found in

different regions of Yemen. 

Before the coming of pet birds from for-

eign countries, the most well known

birds in Yemen were pigeons, falcons

and, to some extent, nightingales.

Young people paid special attention to

pigeons more than other kinds. They

found in them a profitable trade as they

used to sell them. Others liked to gain

them for hobbies. At times, owning

pigeons was considered a kind of pride,

especially when they had very rare

kinds of pigeons. 

It has been a hobby for most people in

Yemen to own as many pigeons as they

can. Some prefer to build special places

for them over the roofs of their houses.

Here they build rooms at about 30 cm

height and two meters long, with at least

seven holes on each room to allow as

much light pass through. Some others

find it sufficient to shelter their pigeons

in ghee or oil tins. Very few people do

use cages for keeping their pigeons.  

Training pigeons is very easy and does

not take much time. To train pigeons,

you only need to train them on how to

identify their place, so that when they

are allowed to fly, they can recognize it

easily upon their return. Mr. Ahmed

Taher, owner of pigeons, says, “ I have

many pigeons. I let them fly every

morning, and they come back easily and

never get lost.”

White pigeons are most endeared to

people, because they originally form the

Peninsula. In fact, people prefer to buy

pigeons in pairs. A pair of pigeons may

cost 4000 Yemeni rials. 

In fact, pigeons are sometimes exposed

to danger while flying from place to

place. Some boys take pleasure in

killing these birds. They make special

bows to kill them. Most of them do so

just to eat these birds, while others do so

for amusement. 

Cockatiels are attractive and can be

trained to mimic whistles and short

phrase.  A cockatiel bird is famous for

its fine-looking colors and the crown

over its head. It has a long tail. The pair

may cost 15,000 Yemeni rials.

However, the canary is the more expen-

sive than cockatiels, because it has

melodious sounds. The canary was

named after the Canary Islands. A pair

of canary birds costs up to 22,000

Yemeni rials. 

The falcon is another famous bird in

Yemen. Some tradesmen import this

bird from Yemen to Gulf countries.

Owning a falcon has been a hobby for

some people, and some others show a

great pride in having it. Very rarely do

people use it for hunting. 

It is observed that most photographers

in Sana’a city like to have falcons with

them, for most people like to take pho-

tographs with a falcon on their heads,

shoulders or hands. There are different

kinds of falcons, the most famous

known as the Free (Al-Hurr), which is

very white with black eyes and long

nick. This falcon costs up to 150,000

Yemeni rials.

Love birds have become a part of many Yemeni families

I will not follow you, my bird,
I will not follow you.

I would not breathe a word, my bird,
To bring thee here a new.

I love the free in thee, my bird,
The lure of freedom drew;

The light you fly toward, my bird,
I fly with thee unto.

And there we yet will meet, my bird,
Though far I go from you

Where in the light outpoured, my bird,
Are love and freedom too.

George William Russell

Pet birds: Love at first sight

A pair of cockatiel

The nightingale bird singing on a

tree


