
SANA’A, Jan. 21 — The First
Regional Training in Disaster
Management in the Middle East was
lunched in Sana’a last Saturday. The dif-
ficulties the government faced during
the rescue operations in the ravaged vil-
lage of Al-Dhafer were highlighted dur-
ing the opening ceremony of the training
course, as well as the importance of the
role of women in the management of
such disasters.

The training course was organized by
the Islamic Relief organization
(Emergency and Preparedness Unit) in
Britain, in partnership with Islamic
Relief – Yemen Office, UNDP and the
Yemeni Civil Defense. 

Concerning Al-Dhafer village disas-
ter, the Minister of Interior, Dr. Rashad
Al-Alimi said in his speech during the
opening ceremony that the situation in
the field was totally different. He point-
ed out that it was only when they were
there, he and other officials did realize
the difficulty of the rescue operations.
He confessed that the civil defense was
unable at the beginning to act by itself.
The rescue operation started when they
received help from the local citizens. He
mentioned that there was also a problem
with the evaluation of the type and num-
ber of necessary equipment needed for
the rescue operation. As an example, he

said that around 50 ambulances were
sent to the village while only five ambu-
lances were actually needed. 

As for the role of women in managing
crises, Dr. Al-Alimi, who is also the
Chairman of the Civil Defense Supreme
Council, indicated that the need of
women police was great. “They have
done a great job in helping and manag-
ing the rescue operation” he added.  He
stressed on the role of different govern-
mental bodies and other local organiza-
tion in aiding the work of the civil
defense. He gave the example of the
absence of clear addresses of houses and
streets names in the capital; a problem
that makes the work of civil defense,
such as the fire brigade, very difficult. 

Khalid Al-Mulad, Yemen regional
Islamic relief representative, Flavia
Pansieri UN regional Coordinator,
Micheal Gifford, the British ambassador
in Sana’a and Dr. Hani El Banna, the
founder and chairman of the Islamic
relief addressed the course. They all
spoke of the importance of methods of
addressing disaster and to find ways of
access to   specific data, and early warn-
ing. They demanded effective dealing
with such matters.

In his part, Khalid Al-Mulad, said that
the external aid and the international
help in managing local disasters can

never be as effective and adequate as the
local ones, pointing out that time is a
crucial factor in the rescue operations.
He added: “I am not exaggerating if I

say that the external aid is unable to do
anything without a national capability in
managing disasters.”

Continued on page 3

SANA’A, Jan. 22 – No Peace Without
Justice (NPWJ) distributed a press
release this week stating that the Yemeni
Parliament will consider approving the
International Court of Justice’s Roman
Law at its session next week.

NPWJ, a non-profit organization pro-
moting human rights, was invited to
Sana’a to shed more light on interna-
tional criminal law on the eve of parlia-
mentary vote on the law.

The group’s head said in the state-
ment, “We welcome Parliament’s sched-
uling the law and we urge MPs to ratify
it.”

The NGO head added, “The
Parliamentary decision will be in con-

formity with one of Sana’a  regional
conference’s important recommenda-
tions on democracy, human rights and
the International Court’s role. The
International Court is an international
establishment for rule of law and com-
bating immunity, which enables officials
to evade their crimes. It is also for the
defense of basic human rights.”

Roman Law went into effect July
2002. Mexico and 100 other countries
worldwide ratified it. “Yemeni ratifica-
tion of the law will be a promoting step
to the International Court in the Arab
world. It will place Yemen among major
participating countries in the Middle
East and North Africa,” the group added.

“International Court law is a resilient
law set to coexist with different judiciary
systems, including Arab ones, which
adopt complicated legislation. If ratified,
Yemen will be part of the international
community promoting democracy on an
international level,” the statement
added.

The release continued, “As interna-
tional media focuses on Yemen for its
wrong orientations, we urge Yemeni leg-
islators to prove their country’s readi-
ness to protect democracy’s future and
human rights.”

The statement concluded by thanking
the Yemeni government and activists
who defend human rights and democra-
cy, saying, “The pledges and commit-
ments signed by the Yemeni government
two years ago now are due to be ful-
filled.”

IPS news agency quoted lawyer
Mohamed Naji Alao as saying, “Arab
regimes are reluctant to ratify the
International Court law because they
think the basis of these laws is not in
conformity with their people.”

He continued, “Abduction, torture
and imprisonment without charge or
trial are prevalent in the Arab world. The
pretexts of these oppressions are aggra-
vated under terror fighting laws.”

In a statement to IPS News,
Parliament’s Human Rights Committee
member Shawqi Al-Qadahi criticized
Arab countries that signed the agree-
ment and refused to ratify the treaty.

SANA’A, Jan. 21 - In a Saturday
morning sit-in at the Yemeni Women
Journalists Forum, several members of
parliament, journalists, officials and
members of civic organizations showed
their solidarity with Al-Jazeera reporter
Ahmed Al-Shalafi, whose telephone con-
versation was wiretapped and distributed
by email to some journalists.

Participants denounced wiretapping as
a lawbreaking act and said investigating
with wiretaps is unnecessary. MP Ali
Hussein Ishal said monitoring journal-
ists’ telephone conversations is as old as
the security authorities themselves. He
added that journalists are attacked
because they disclose corruption and
defend rights and freedoms.

Mohammed Naji Allaw, Coordinator
of Hood Organization for Rights and
Freedoms, revealed that Yemeni authori-
ties allow telecommunication companies
to operate on condition that they provide
devices to monitor customers’ telephone
conversations.

Prominent Socialist Party leader Ali
Al-Sarari affirmed that tapping journal-
ists’ telephone conversations is a clear
indication of the indecency and lack of
morals of those who wiretap.
“Wiretapping frequently has been used,
but what is new in such a shameful act is
that wiretapped telephone conversations
now are publicly disclosed,” he added.
Al-Sarari also stated that wiretapping is a
security official’s creation and that MPs
should hold the government accountable
for such an “immoral plan” made to pur-

sue the opposition, journalists and count-
er-opinion writers.

Abdulrazaq Al-Hijri, member of
Parliament’s Constitutional Body, said,
“Wiretapping is a clear infringement of
the constitution, which ensures privacy
of telephone conversations. Telephone
wiretapping is a dangerous act of aggres-
sion against journalists. By this act,
authorities try to undermine the morale
of journalists.” Al-Hijri urged journalists
not to be affected by this new “infringe-
ment” and to continue their great and
firm stands.

MP Ali Al-Ansi made it clear that the
monitoring of Al-Shalafi is a message
implying that others’ telephone conversa-
tions undergo the same treatment.

MPs Al-Ansi, Al-Hijri and Ishal?,
announced their solidarity with Al-
Shalafi, saying they stand on the side of
journalists. “We affirm that we will ques-
tion ministers regarding Al-Shalafi’s case
to reveal the truth and if they do not
respond to our demands, we at least will
limit telephone wiretapping,” Al-Hijri
said.

Yahya Al-Sabri, head of the Nasserite
Unionists’ Political Unit, also participat-
ed in the sit-in, commenting that the Joint
Meeting Parties see that monitoring tele-
phone conversations is not new and
should be stopped. “What happened to
Al-Shalafi is one way to interfere with
journalists’ privacy and aims to make
them mute,” he added.

Joel Campagna, Senior Coordinator of
the New York-based Committee to

Protect Journalists (CPJ) - Middle East
and North Africa Program, also partici-
pated in the sit-in. He said two of his col-
leagues arrive in Yemen this week and
will meet journalists and government
officials to discuss press freedom issues
in Yemen. Campagna stated, “I am here
in Yemen to show solidarity with Yemeni
journalists and share their concerns.

Though they face acts of aggression, I am
optimistic that they still are active. When
two of my colleagues arrive in Yemen,
we will meet members of the govern-
ment to discuss the situation of journal-
ists and freedom of press. We hope to get
a real picture of the journalistic situation
in Yemen.”

Murad Hashim, head of Al-Jazeera’s

Sana’a office, affirmed the difficulty in
accusing a specific party of monitoring
Al-Shalafi’s telephone conversation.
However, his office sent a statement to
Parliament questioning the government
about the incident and denouncing the
wiretapping of Al-Shalafi’s conversation.
The statement asked the Ministry of
Telecommunication and the Ministry of

Interior to investigate the parties
involved in monitoring Al-Shalafi.

Lawyer Jamal Al-Ja’bi suggested
sending a letter to the head of Political
Security, as well as the head of National
Security, as these two authorities have
monitoring means, or at least should
investigate Al-Shalafi’s case.

The issue of press freedom in Yemen
has been dealt with by many organiza-
tions inside and outside the country. At
the end of 2005, Women Journalists
without Constraints (WJWC) issued a
report on freedom of press in Yemen. The
report mentioned more than 50 acts of
aggression against Yemeni journalists in
2005. Aggression ranged from attacking
and kidnapping journalists to attacking
newspapers, assaulting and closing
newspaper establishments, preventing
journalists from writing and cyber piracy.

On November 16, 2005, the CPJ urged
President Saleh to publicly condemn
brazen attacks against the media and per-
sonally ensure that appropriate law
enforcement authorities conduct thor-
ough, transparent and expeditious inves-
tigations so assailants are held account-
able to the full extent of the law. On
December 12 of the same year, the CPJ
issued a statement concerning attacks on
a number of journalists. The statement
mentioned, “Government officials and
suspected state agents have targeted sev-
eral Yemeni journalists with threats, bru-
tal assaults, abductions and criminal law-
suits. No one has been held accountable
for these acts.”

Sana’a:Hadda St. (01) 441099/8/7/6, Zubairy St. 249878

Aden: (02) 245627/8, Taiz (04) 252455

Hodeidah: (03) 208689, Mukalla: (05) 354844

Seiyoun: (05) 404288, Ibb: (04) 407418

Take A Break From Your Work
Load and Take
Hertz
Along with you.......

Universal Rent a Car 
Sanaʼa Tel: (01) 440309, Aden (02) 245625

Sheraton Branch (01) 545985

Inside:
Business: Iron and steel

factory project underway

in Rayan

Culture: Pilgrims’ homecom-

ing met with kinsmen’s joy

Health: Burn victims

need health care
Report: Educated

Women are lost treasure

Monday, 23 January 2006 •  Issue No. 914 • Price 30  Yemeni  Riyals • Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf       www.yementimes.com

10 12
Opinion: There is no

sympathy for Sharon

here
84 11

SANA'A: Head Office 210540, Al-Asbahi, 40th str. 678160,

Al-Zubairi str. 472136, Al-Hasahah str. 563847,

Haddah str. 427252, E-mail: unionfx@y.net.ye

ADEN: Mad ra str. 220241, Taiz: Jamal str. 266270

MPs, officials, and journalists who participated in the sit-in held in consolidation with Al-Jazeera reporter, Sana’a
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Pansieri and Khalid Al-Mulad
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Terms of Reference for AUDIT of NEX Projects

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) office in Sana’a, 

Yemen, would like to announce for an audit bidding. Interested firms are 

requested to read the scope and requirements of the audit and respond 

accordingly. All bids must be submitted no later than February 10th 2006 

with a subject of “NEX Audit Proposal” in one of the following methods:

By Mail:

Ms. Samira A. Al-Farah

United Nations Development Programme

P.O.Box 551

Off sixty road, near Alawqaf complex

Sana’a, Yemen

By Fax:

+967 1 448841

By Email: registry.ye@undp.org

Background
In each country office, the UNDP Resident Representative serves as the Resident 

Coordinator of Development activities for the United Nations system. Through such 

coordination, UNDP seeks to ensure the most effective use of UN and international 

aid resources. 

National Execution (NEX) is an agreement whereby UNDP entrust these resources 

and funds to national government counterparts to undertake and manage UNDP-

supported projects. The national government counterpart responsible for the overall 

management of the project is called the executing agency. These executing agencies 

are responsible for the management of all UNDP resources of nationally executed 

projects, and they are accountable to UNDP for the entirety of UNDP resources under 

their management. Each nationally executed project must be audited at least once in 

its lifetime. For audit scope and programme size/location information that will be 

included in this audit exercise please access the following link on our website:

http://www.undp.org.ye/bids.php
The auditors must submit the final audit report to the UNDP. 

The audit should start 1st March 2006.

The draft audit report should be submitted to UNDP country office 

by 8th April 2006. 

The final audit report should be submitted to UNDP country office 

by 22nd April 2006. 

SANA’A, Jan. 22 — The General

Authority for Specifications,

Standards and Quality Control

(GASSQC) last week banned entry of

refrigerated poultry imported from

countries suffering proliferation of

bird flu.

The authority permitted importing

refrigerated poultry from France and

Brazil since both countries are free of

bird flu.

GASSQC General Manager Ahmad

Al-Bishah noted that the authority fol-

lows up the epidemic’s development

at the international level in coopera-

tion with concerned international

organizations.

A committee chaired by the

Minister of Public Health Population

recently was formed to monitor any

proliferation of bird flu, with field

teams periodically visiting poultry

farms throughout the republic. The

committee officially announced that

Yemen is free of the epidemic and that

the disease cannot be transmitted by

consuming chicken or eggs. The dis-

ease is transmitted by air; however,

the virus dies at 60 degrees

Fahrenheit.

Locally, no campaigns have been

launched to raise awareness among

poulterers and poultry slaughterhouse

workers about risks of the epidemic

and the need to use masks to ensure

more safety from infection.

Slaughterhouse owner Saleh Ali

Ghailan said there is no awareness of

the epidemic. He learned from the

media that people died of bird flu in

some countries, but he never paid

attention to the issue since bird flu

does not exist in Yemen or in neigh-

boring countries.

Veterinarian and Marib Poultry

Firm deputy director Wahib Sa’eed

Mansour noted that Yemeni poultry

farms are free of avian flu despite the

fact that health authorities do not

monitor poultry. Many poultry firms

have cooperated with the ministries of

agriculture and public health in

launching campaigns to develop

awareness in poultry farmers.   

Concerning some bird deaths in the

country, Mansour mentioned that

Yemeni birds die from epidemics

called “Tuksil” and “Jimpuda,” which

are less serious than avian flu. He said

some poulterers do not follow any

health instructions when discovering

birds infected by an epidemic, which

require burial in remote places.

GASSQC bans poultry imports for fear of bird flu

SANA’A, Jan. 21 — The Women’s

National Committee (WNC) celebrates

its 10th anniversary this March.

Coinciding with the celebration, the

group will hold its third women’s con-

ference March 6 in Sana’a.

Women activists from different

Yemeni governorates are due to partici-

pate in the conference. The conference is

considered the culmination of successful

achievements by the committee, which

works to design national women’s poli-

cies, monitor their implementation and

take necessary steps to upgrade

women’s status in various areas.

Among the committee’s achievements

is preparing a gender needs report and

designing gender policies within the

three-year plan for development and

poverty alleviation for 2006-2010.

Additionally, it adopted the National

Strategy for Women’s Development, the

first of its kind in the Arabian Peninsula.

The WNC made some legal amend-

ments to Yemeni laws discriminating

against women and currently is prepar-

ing an annual report on the situation of

Yemeni women. It plans to distribute the

report to all concerned parties working

in compliance with its goal to tackle the

persistent gender gap.

Supported by Arab Women’s

Development, the WNC conducted

many studies and surveys on women’s

educational, economic, health and media

issues and will review the results and

output at its March conference.

The committee also initiated a cam-

paign encouraging women to participate

in decision-making positions and advo-

cated allocating a 30 percent women’s

share in such posi-

tions, the main

objective being to

push forward the

wheels of devel-

opment.

The WNC

exerts extensive

efforts to enhance

women’s partici-

pation at local and

national levels,

occasionally hold-

ing consultative

meetings with

ministries, con-

cerned govern-

mental bodies,

community civic

organizations and

political parties.

Such efforts aim

to integrate

women’s needs

according to well-

prepared plans,

projects and pro-

grams.

The WNC often

organizes training courses, sessions and

symposiums targeting different social

classes throughout Yemen’s gover-

norates and issues periodic reports on

Yemen’s regard for women-related inter-

national conventions.

WNC to celebrate 10th anniversary

ADEN, Jan. 21 — Preparations are

underway for Aden University’s 13th

Arab Pediatric conference March 6-

8, under the auspices of President

Saleh. 

Aden University rector and Arab

Pediatric committee head, Dr.

Abdulkareem Rase’, presided over a

high preparation committee meeting

to review scientific research. So far,

there are 50 scientific research papers

prepared by participating pediatric

and specialized scientists in Arab

universities.

Rase’ praised the widespread

enthusiasm of pediatric specialists

both inside and outside Yemen to

participate in the conference. He

pointed out that the conference will

be a major scientific phenomenon

positively impacting Yemen’s

pediatric field.

Prominent pediatric conference

subjects include: diseases of the

heart, kidney, nervous system,

immune system, blood, skin, eye,

tracts and ductless glands;

neurological, infectious, serum and

nutritional diseases; infant and

general disease; diseases related to

environment, tumors, cancers and

polio in Yemen.

Thirteenth Arab Pediatric
conference to convene

Bride kidnapping incident denied

Readersʼ Voice
Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ

Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
Do you think that the authorities
will allow fair presidential elec-
tions next September
No  70%

Yes 26%

I don't know 4%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Do you think that the

wiretapping on journalistsʼ
telephones is done by Yemeni

security?

Yes

No

I donʼt know

AL-MAHWIT, Jan. 22 — A security
source denied media reports that armed
men kidnapped a bride and killed her
groom at a wedding in Al-Mahwit
governorate.  

Brigadier General Hidra Mohammed
Al-Shakri, the district’s General
Director, confirmed that the story
reported in various media sources
lacked accuracy. “What happened was
that a woman was invited to a wedding
in Bani Musaed district in Al-Mahwit
province. Her ex-husband stormed into
the wedding to kidnap her, killing one
guest in his attempt to run away with
her. However, police managed to arrest
him and rescue the woman, who is now
in her family’s home,” according to the
source.

The ex-husband wanted to enforce

his divorced woman to remarry him .
Therefore he coordinated   with her
brother and other four men who
decided to attack the wedding party
and kidnap ex- wife.  Two gusts (one of
them was the mother of the woman)b
were injured in the attack ,  and anther
gust was killed  . “We could capture
four of them, including the ex-husband
and the brother and we are searching

two others” said Alshakri.    
Earlier this week, foreign and local

news websites reported that five
gunmen stormed a wedding, kidnapped
the bride, bundled her into a car, drove
off at high speed and fired at the
groom, named Mastoor Ahmed.
According to media sources, the attack,
in which five guests were injured, was
arranged by a man the bride previously

refused to marry.
The websites linked this incident to

Yemeni women’s rights, saying, “The
press and women’s rights activists
continue to investigate and denounce
violations of women’s rights in
Yemen.” The activists claim that
common law, social custom and
Islamic Sharia law, as interpreted in
Yemen, discriminate against women.

SANA’A, Jan. 22 — Recent repro-
ductive health field surveys in Amran,
Shabwa and Marib, revealed deterio-
rating care of mothers during pregnan-
cy and after childbirth. The survey
also revealed declines in child care,
family planning and reproductive
health awareness.

Conducted August through October
2005 by the Central Organization for
Statistics, the survey was part of the
American USAID-funded Catalyst
Yemen project. The survey found that
48 percent of women in the project
area have access to family planning
and reproductive health, while 57 per-
cent do not have any health care
access during pregnancy. This figure
rises to 61 percent for the entire coun-
try.

The survey also found that 90 per-

cent of women receive no post-deliv-
ery care, as 79 percent of deliveries
occur in the home. It also revealed that
16 percent of women do not know nec-
essary procedures in such cases and 44
percent of husbands ignore the impor-
tance of caring for the mother post-
delivery.

Field surveys found that 40 percent
of infants complete two years of
breastfeeding, but only 36 percent
begin breastfeeding within the first
hour of delivery.

The rate of children completing vac-
cinations is 34 percent, while 60 per-
cent have no access to health care at
all. As for the 58 percent contracting
fever and cough, 51 percent do not
have health services. Diarrhea also
proved to be a major fatal disease.

Family planning and reproductive

health awareness is declining in these
governorates. More than 53 percent of
reproducing women know nothing
about family planning and more than
80 percent use no means of birth con-
trol. Women who know about AIDS
are 52 percent and 92 percent do not
agree with female circumcision.

A project symposium held with the
health service, heads of households
and community leaders concluded that
there is a lack of medical facilities,
personnel and some other important
departments. There was a consensus
among symposium participants that
home births mainly are attributed to
absence of female medical profession-
als. The symposium also noted that
absence of female teachers in girls’
schools is an important factor in girls
dropping out of school.

Reproductive health
care continues to decline



SANA’A, Jan. 22 – A special penal
court held its first session Sunday, hear-
ing the case against Watani Bank chair-
man, Dr. Ahmed Ali Al-Hamdani, and
other employees accused of breaching
trust and squandering clients’ deposits.

Hamdani’s lawyer, Abdullah
Hashim, maintained the court’s unau-
thorization to prosecute the case. He
pointed out that bank affairs are com-
mercial, whoever the borrowers are,
and requested the court commission a
special firm to study the case and sub-
mit a report.

Hamdani denied all prosecution
accusations against him. The other nine
suspects, including a Pakistani nation-
al, also denied the accusations,
demanding to be tried before a special-
ized court.

Lawyer Nadia Al-Kholaifi, another
member of Hamdani’s defense team,
also demanded suspending penal pro-
cedures until the case’s commercial
aspect is determined. She said the
appeal against the Central Bank’s right
to seize the Watani Bank is not decided
yet. It concerns the Central Bank’s
action following its declaration of the
Watani Bank’s incompetence to meet
depositors’ rights.

Al-Kholaifi also rejected the Central
Bank’s right to refer a civil case to the

court if it is to con-
sider the penal mat-
ter. She requested the
court lift the ban on
her three client’s
salaries because they
are not included in
the Central Bank’s
seizure. She also
demanded her
clients’ release on
bail, as their deposits
exceeded the value
of loans granted to
them. The court post-
poned considering
their release and the
salary matter until its
next session Feb. 6.

The court assigned
a translator to the
Pakistani suspect
who cannot speak
Arabic. It also
allowed defense lawyers to photocopy
case files, but prohibited publicizing
case details starting from the next ses-
sion.

The 10 suspects are accused of
embezzling YR 19 billion in bank
deposits. They deny the charges, but
admit obtaining legal loans and regu-
larly paying their installments.

Dr. Hani El Banna stressed on the
importance of educating the local peo-
ple and enhancing their awareness in
dealing with and responding to natural
as well as human-made disasters. He
again stressed on the importance of
women in the relief process since
women and children are the most vic-
tims of such crises, pointing out that
60-70 percent of the refugees after
such crises are women and children. 

The 5 days training course, which
will end on December 25, includes
participants from Islamic Relief staff
as well as staff members of other
Islamic Relief partners in the region of
Middle East. The course is taking
place in Kawkban Hall, Sheraton
Hotel, Sana’a. The course includes
representatives from different Arab
countries including Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Iraq, Palestine, Jordan
and Egypt, as well as representatives

form the Yemeni Civil Defence, local
NGOs and relevant governmental bod-
ies in Yemen.  

The course aims at building the
capacity as well as enhancing the
knowledge of participants of the sub-
jects relating to managing natural dis-
asters. These subjects will include ana-
lytical methods of developing the
understanding of dealing with disaster
and its different aspects such as needs
assessment, available resources, prin-
ciples of humanitarian work, “sphere”
as well as working with refugees and
IDPs applying the recognized interna-
tional criteria. 

It is worth mentioning that Islamic
Relief is an international relief and
development charity, which aims to
alleviate the suffering of the world’s
poorest people. It is an independent
Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO) founded in the UK in 1984.

23 Januar23 Januaryy, 2006, 2006 3

� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.

Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.
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Embassy of India,
Sanaʼa

REPUBLIC DAY 2006
The Embassy of India, Sanaʼa cordially invites all Indian nationals in the

Republic of Yemen, along with their families, to join in the celebrations of 57th

Republic Day of India on Thursday, the 26th January, 2006 at the Embassy

premises (Building No. 12, Djibouti Street, Off-Haddah Street, Sanaʼa). They

are requested to assemble at the Embassy at 0800 hours. 

PROGRAMME
0815   Hours - Flag Hoisting

- National anthem

- Reading of the Presidentʼs Address

- Patriotic Songs/ Cultural Events organized by

the Indian Embassy School, Sanaʼa.
- Refreshments.

To all members of Indian Community in the Republic of Yemen

PS: (i) The recipient of this circular may kindly circulate the information to

other Members of the Indian community known to him/her.

(ii) It is requested that cameras/ bags etc. should not be brought inside

the premises. Otherwise these will be kept at checking-point at

ownerʼs risk.

Job Vacancy
Executive Manager - AJ - 001

Company Interoduction:-

Al Jawdah company is a leading company serving in the fields of consulta-

tion and upgrading quality management systems through a well - experi-

enced team of consultants.

Al Jawdah provides Technical and Engineering consultancy, review, recruit-

ment and inspection to qualify industrial and non-industrial companies to 

meet the requirements of the quality standards [ISO] through upgrading 

thier quality management systems [QMS].

Deadline: End January 2006.

Position:   Executive Manager.

Location:  Sana’a.

Minimum Requirements:

a. Bachelor Degree in [Business Administration] or equivalent discipline.

b. 3 or more years experience in the Administration / Marketing.

c. Fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English.

d. Good knowledge of computer skills.

e. Good knowledge of ISO.

Applicants should send thier CV with a covering letter explaining why 

they are qualified for the post either to fax no: 445232 or to 

E-mail: aljawdah@yemen.net.ye.

Candidates selected for interview will be contact by Al-Jawdah. 

SANA’A, Jan. 22 - The United

Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) office renewed its

Jan. 20 appeal for action to stem the flow

of those falling prey to smugglers in their

flight from Somalia and Ethiopia.

The appeal followed the Jan. 16

appearance of a boat on Yemeni shores

carrying 65 people and six dead bodies,

UNHCR staff in Sana’a said. Another 14

people reportedly died during the voyage

– six who threw themselves into the sea

because they could not bear the thirst and

another eight who died on board of thirst

and hunger and whose bodies were

thrown overboard.

“Once again, people are dying trying

to reach Yemen aboard smugglers’ boats

crossing the Gulf of Aden from

Somalia,” UNHCR spokesman William

Spindler said in Geneva.

The boat, which left near Bossaso port

in Somalia’s Puntland region with little

food or water, encountered difficulty

when its engine failed, drifting in the

Gulf of Aden for six days.

“That horrific voyage is not unusual,”

Spindler told reporters in Geneva.

“Smugglers frequently beat their passen-

gers or force them overboard while still

well away from shore. In the past,

UNHCR has thanked crews of passing

ships who saved people found drifting

helplessly in the shark-infested waters.”

UNHCR staff arranged medical assis-

tance for survivors – some of whom had

bite marks from crazed fellow passen-

gers – and took 25 others to a transit cen-

ter.

Last September, the agency called for

international action to stem the flow of

desperate people crossing the Gulf of

Aden, after at least 150 migrants died in

a three-week period. 

UNHCR has been working with

authorities in northeast Somalia to

inform people about the dangers of using

smugglers to cross the Gulf of Aden

through videos, radio programs and

other media.

The agency reiterated that Yemen, one

of the region’s few countries to sign the

1951 Convention on the Status of

Refugees, has been generous in receiv-

ing migrants and refugees. Yemeni

authorities automatically grant refugee

status to Somali citizens arriving in

Yemen.

According to UNHCR, there are more

than 80,000 registered refugees currently

in Yemen, some 75,000 of whom are

Somalis and possibly hundreds of thou-

sands more who have yet to register.

SANA’A, Jan. 22 - National

Atomic Energy Committee (NAEC)

chairman Mustafa Bahran said the

visit of two International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) delegations

has no political appearance.

The first delegation is headed by

the official for technical cooperation

with North and East Asian countries,

Jone Quiel, who arrived in Sana’a on

Friday. “Dr. Quiel and his colleagues

are meeting with involved Yemeni

institutions, mainly the NAEC,

Ministry of Health, Ministry of

Water and Environment, Ministry of

Oil and Minerals, Ministry of

Electricity and others, to discuss the

republic’s priorities and needs for the

next 10 years in all areas of peaceful

application of atomic energy,”

Bahran stated.

The second delegation, including

WHO members, is headed by the

agency’s cancer program head and

will meet with the committee

established to formulate a national

cancer control strategy. “Such a

strategy will include prevention,

early diagnosis and treatment in

order to reach the lowest possible

level of cancer risk in Yemen,”

Bahran added.

Atomic Energy
teams visit Yemen

Al-Alimi admits the incapability of the
civil defense in rescue operations

Continued from page 1

SANA’A, Jan. 22 - The European
Commission allocated 2.5 million euro to
address basic sage water and health care
needs in rural Yemen. The aid will bring
relief to some of the population’s most
vulnerable, with an emphasis on women
and children.

Louis Michel, Commissioner of
Development and Humanitarian Aid, said,
“The humanitarian needs of Yemen are
too often forgotten by the donor commu-
nity. Yet the effects of chronic drought and
lack of access to health care on the most

vulnerable are increasingly severe: water-
borne diseases are one of the first causes
of mortality among children and maternal
deaths account for a staggering 42 percent
of deaths among women of childbearing
age. The commission remains committed
to improving access to sage water and pri-
mary care for the most vulnerable in
Yemen throughout 2006.”

The Yemeni government remains
unable to respond to all of the basic needs
of its population, especially in rural and
remote areas. The commission and its

NGO partners will provide supply sys-
tems for potable water to approximately
30,000 beneficiaries. They also will
extend support to approximately 70,000 in
the health sector. All interventions are
expected to strive to achieve sustainabili-
ty.

Selected health facilities will benefit
from simple rehabilitation and medical
equipment and crucially from permanent
water supply. Basic training will seek to
revive mother and child health services.
Some activities specifically will target

children under age 5 and women needing
prenatal care. Resources will be mobilized
to prevent and treat malaria in endemic
areas. Education in safe water handling
practices and responsible water usage will
be emphasized strongly, in connection
with health sector activities.

The European Commission is a major
donor to Yemen. Over the past five years,
it has provided 90 euro million in aid, of
which 12.2 euro million was for humani-
tarian assistance and 34 euro million for
food security.

European Commission provides
2.5 million euro in humanitarian aid to Yemen

Hunger and thirst killed African migrants

بقلوب مؤمنة بقضاء االله و قدرة تلقينا نبأ وفاة 
المغفور له بإذن االله

الشيخ / وازع عبد الحميد ابو اصبع
وبهذا المصاب الجلل لا يسعنا سوى أن نتقدم 

بأحر التعازي و أصدق المواساة إلى

د. نجيب وازع ابو اصبع
سائلين االله العلي القدير أن يتغمد الفقيد 

بواسع رحمته و أن يسكنه فسيح جناته و أن 
يلهم أهله و ذويه الصبر و السلوان

و لا حول و لا قوة إلا باالله العلي العظيم و إنا الله و إنا 
إليه راجعون 

المعزون:
أ.د. همدان زيد مطيع دماج     

أ. مطيع زيد مطيع دماج     

.. و كافة آل دماج          

صدق االله العظيم

Special penal court tries Watani Bank employees

Dead Somali refugees in Yemeni shores

Watani Bank building in Sana’a
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By: Fatma Moh`d Al- Ajel

II
t is of no doubt that education is
important for both genders.
Educated people are a national
resource and a treasure that
every country works to gain. It is

also obvious that quality education
advances communities economically,
politically, culturally…etc. Since socie-
ty is made of both man and woman, it
important that both are well educated,
and hence are capable in developing
their society. Consequently, schools,
universities, and other educational
institutes are established for both males
and females.

Society and educated women
However, in third world countries such
as Yemen, women are still suffering
from discrimination when it comes to
educational opportunities. In our coun-
try, some people associate education
with mainly males because the Yemen
is a male dominating society. On the
other hands, women no matter how
educated remain subjected men’s con-
trol and are not allowed to feel respon-
sible, respected and self-assured. The
society judges educated women, that
they only strive to achieve high posi-
tions in the community or imitate for-
eign women in their pursue of educa-
tion and not for education itself. 

Misconceptions
This conception is spread among both
uneducated and educated Yemeni men.
They miss out on the real meaning of
education for women. Most men
believe that women go out to educa-
tional institutions in order to escape
from the house confinement, and to

enjoy their time away from domestic
chores and in some cases to look for
husbands.

Why some men refuse to marry edu-
cated women
There are rumors that many educated
men decline to marry educated women
because they believe educated girls
have had relations with their male
classmates and they must have fallen in
love. Others say that educated women
have strong characters and they love
authority. Therefore, men prefer to
marry an uneducated woman and it is
even better if she is from village so that
they can dominate and control their
wives.

It is tragic to find such thinking in
21st century especially when it comes
from highly educated men. Over 55%
of university students in Yemen are
females and this shows the large num-
ber of educated women. It also shows
an encouraging trend towards educat-
ing females in this country. Yet in spite
of this high percentage many Yemeni
men in our society still refuse to marry
educated women because of traditional
typical old fashion reasoning. What
Yemeni men forget when they adopt
this attitude is that of this 50% of edu-
cated women there are their family
members whether sister, daughter or
relative and those women would be dis-
criminated against in the marriage deci-
sion.

Women build the society
There is an Arabic proverb that indi-
cates to the importance of educating
and well raising the woman because
she is will become the mother who rais-
es the next generations. People, includ-

ing men always repeat this proverb
every time and everywhere, but they
don’t realize its significance. Because
if you need to invest in the woman to
breed better generations then how can
this be achieved without educating
women? 

Women’s double role
Mothers are in essence women, regard-
less of their education level. So if the
society ignores educating women, this
will lead to having illiterate mothers
who will be unqualified to teach and
educated their children. An educated
mother is the reason for potential
female doctors and teachers or educat-
ed females in general. Educating
women is not just about producing
female doctors or teachers it includes
women in all their roles in the society,
especially as a mother.

The challenge 
Most Yemeni women realize the impor-
tance of education. They want to
improve themselves and develop their
society although they know that by
doing so their chances of getting mar-
riage will be less. A student in the uni-
versity said to me when I asked her
why she is studying knowing that she
might not get married: “ I will not
waste my time waiting at home for the
future husband. I have to study and
improve my self for my sake first and
second for my society.” 

It seems that lately men started to
think seriously about this phenomenon.
Ali Mohamed is an accountant com-
mented on this by saying “I regret get-
ting married to an uneducated woman.
Ten years ago I disapproved of marry-
ing educated women and I preferred
my wife to be illiterate. Now when that
my children have grown who go to
school, I couldn’t find someone to tutor
them and attend to their studies espe-
cially when I am always busy with my
business. I confess that it is my mis-
take.”

There are many examples in the soci-
ety that show the selfishness of men
when they only think of their own
pleasure and don’t take the marriage
decision seriously. An ironic discovery
is that men who marry more than once
tend to choose their second wife of

higher education than the first. It seems
that men had suffered from the illitera-
cy of their first wives. Yahay is a pro-
fessor in media who said: “my first
wife is illiterate, she couldn’t adapt
with my community, my kids are not
good in their studies. I decided to get
married again, but this time I’ll marry
an educated woman who can under-
stand my needs.”  

Victims of selfishness
When the husband works most the time
outside the house and the wife is illiter-
ate then the victims of this situation
will be the children. Consequence of
this, in addition to the feeble education
system, is the low standard of students,
as sometimes students in upper grades
barely know how to read and write.
Nabila is a teacher in a public school,
she explained: “I can guess the educa-
tional levels of the parents through the
performance of their children in class. I
face a lot of difficulties with students
who have illiterate mothers or parents.”
She added.

Another woman, a uneducated moth-
er for three kids said: “my children
study in a private school, they have to
study English, computer, math and
other subjects. I can do nothing to help
them and it Is almost impossible to fol-
low their study progress. The problem
is that their father is uneducated as
well.”

Mrs. Nawal a doctor’s wife said,
“my husband spends money on tutors
and private lessons without use, no one

can fill in for the mother.”

The contrast
In some rare cases, we find the families
where the husband is uneducated while
his wife is. The mother looks after her
children’s education and follows their
schoolwork. Even as their father is not
well educated because of their mothers
the children are not affected much. 

Mohammed is uneducated man, he
just studied up to grade ten. He married
a university graduate who works as a
teacher.  Mohammed talks about his
experience by saying: “I have no idea
about my children’s study because my

wife is the one responsible for their
education. I work outside most the time
but really my kid’s grades are excellent,
it is because of the hard work of my
wife. She work inside the house as a
mother and a teacher in the same time.” 

Men have to be serious about their
marriage decisions and not indulge in
selfish attitudes. Both men and women
have to discard harmful ancient think-
ing and become farsighted in order to
have a better future for their children.
Our community needs all the help it
can get to improve and live up to the
international standards of the devel-
oped world. 

LL
ast few years in Sana’a

have seen emergence of

several organizations

headed by women. These

organizations are expand-

ing rapidly, involving women, especial-

ly young women, across the capital city

in the search for something they may or

may not be sure of. At this point I feel

it important to raise the issue of the

direction, perspectives and ways of

working of these organizations. Since

most of these organizations claim to be

working for women, their understand-

ing of women’s situation in Yemen and

their ability to unite in order to find

ways to improve women’s lives and

build a base of empowerment of

women are critical factors that would

determine effectiveness of their work

for women.

At present, those involved in these

women’s organizations are predomi-

nantly urban, middle-class and college

educated. Their activities tend to be

concentrated on holding workshops or

seminars on wide ranging issues under

the broad umbrellas of poverty and

human rights. Their style of organiza-

tion has tended to be formal with sever-

al positions, bylaws and so on. Most of

these organizations started as top down

structures lacking in a mass base. Some

have over a period developed presence

in their communities but most have not

yet done so. 

For these organizations to become a

women’s movement and to continue to

expand in the interest of women, they

must develop the ability to overcome

differences and develop consensus

about what and how they would search

together. This coming together is the

prerequisite for challenging existing

power relations that pre-

vent Yemeni women from

articulating their issues

publicly and from having

a share in the public and

private decision-making.

This is an attainable task

if the women’s organiza-

tions can bridge the gaps

created by different socio-

political affiliations, pro-

fessional and organiza-

tional rivalries, and per-

sonal aspirations.   

Every now and then, through our

work and discourses organized by some

of these organizations, we come to

know variety of ways in which women

are oppressed in Yemen. But these

organizations are just beginning to toy

with the idea of collaborating to act on

women’s issues. Collaboration is

indeed a good very good idea to work

with and also one which would hope-

fully make a few from these organiza-

tions stand up and point out the deficit

in their credibility to represent all

women from bottom up. Most of these

organizations have been engaged at the

tertiary and policy levels, discussing

international instruments and conven-

tions to protect women’s human rights,

away from the daily struggles of ordi-

nary women in the villages, small

towns and of those who stay within the

boundaries of their homes. No doubt

these instruments are essential for alle-

viating women’s condition in general

and acknowledging the fact that these

instruments provide the tools to nail

down the government on the issue of its

obligations but unless the women’s

organizations demonstrate their ability

to reach to ordinary women they can

not be regarded as rep-

resentative voices. 

It is important, there-

fore, that these organi-

zations act on the need

to relate to all women’s

needs, beyond demand-

ing gender mainstream-

ing in policies.

Understanding ways in

which they could work

with the communities at

the local levels to raise

awareness as well as consciousness

about women’s rights, and finding

immediate solutions for women’s day-

to-day problems would go a long way

in which these organizations can gain

representative power.

Collaborating and gaining represen-

tational strength means that women’s

organizations must create those struc-

tures that will enable them to move for-

ward in developing their abilities and

skills to collaborate and to bring about

change on ground. It also means pool-

ing together individual strengths of

organizations and working together on

their individual weaknesses. This calls

for willingness to be open, to accept

that individual identities may get sub-

merged into a collective identity and

that certain benefits and recognition

would come to the women’s movement

and its campaigns at large but may not

come as direct benefits to individual

organizations. 

Organizing to be a movement also

means that women’s organizations

must have a clear conception for the

kinds of change they would struggle

for. Women in Yemeni society may be

better off than women in many other

Arab countries but this does not take

away the fact that women here have a

very little share in both public and pri-

vate decision-making power. Women’s

organizations can gain support of ordi-

nary women by making small changes

that could pave the way for alteration of

power relations at home and in public.

This means, as a movement, women’s

organizations should organize around

issues that could be addressed quickly

and make demands that can be won in

the short term. This strategy does not

mean ignoring or bypassing long term

change needs. It only means dividing

time and energy in a way that would

make the idea of a women’s movement

a reality. Short terms gains won togeth-

er would give the women’s organiza-

tions the ability to move further and

motivate them to take greater challenge

as a movement. I feel that absence of

visible successes which have been

achieved together is a barrier to devel-

oping a faith that women’s organiza-

tions stand a better chance if they are

together and women stand a better

chance if they have a movement instead

of fragmented efforts of several organi-

zations. 

The key question apart from the need

to come together is determining with

women at ground what issues are in the

interest of ordinary women and then

determining what kinds of reforms are

possible. Initiatives to bring the

women’s organizations and their

women members together in a situation

of structured interaction and collabora-

tive action, however, must come from

the within. Without the need being rec-

ognized and acted upon by the

women’s organizations as matter of

their own initiative, a movement is not

possible.

In response to an article published in Yemen Times, issue
909 about “educated women cant get married”. I wrote
this article 

Educated Women are lost treasure

Women’s Movement in Yemen

New batch of young female university graduates

Female university students celebrating their graduation

Vacancies
The Technical Secretary of the National Population Council - 

UNFPA project and european union project announce the 

following posts:

1. UNFPA Project Manager

Qualifications:
 • University Degree in Accountancy or Administration.

 • At least Five years of experience in project management 

     preferably with UN Organization or International Organization.

 • Familiar with Microsoft office tools.

 • Very good command of English.

2. Financial Officers

Qualifications:
 • University Degree in Accountancy.

 • At least Five years of experience in Accountancy preferably        

           with UN Organization or International Organization.

 • Familiar with Microsoft office tools and financial computer       

           Programmes.

      • Very good command of English.

3. Excutive Secretary

Qualification:
 • University Degree in Accounting or relevant degree.

 • At least Five years of Secretary work.

 • Familiar with Microsoft office tools.

 • Very good command of English.

Interested persons are requested to submit their C.V’s to [The 
Secretary of the National Population Council] on the followin 
contact address: within ten days from the date of announcement.

The National Population Council 
Amran street, next to the Shura Council

Tel: 231214 - 228654
Fax: 220275 - 231525

[Any inquiries on job description or related information can be dis-

cussed with Public Relations Dep. in the National Population Council]

By: Nisha
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Eat-ertain yourself every Friday 

at the Mšvenpick Hotel Sana’a.

Every Friday start your day with a lavish brunch buffet from 

seafood to tandoori and much more.

While you enjoy our world famous Mšvenpick Ice Cream, our 

staff attends your precious ones personally at the kids brunch 

corner with activities they have always loved.

Mšvenpick Hotel Sana’a
Berlin Street, Dhahr Hemyer
P.O.Box 5111, Sana’a - Yemen
Phone : +967 1 54 66 66
Fax     : +967 1 54 60 00

www.moevenpick-hotels.com

By: Hakim Almasmari

hakim_almasmari@hotmail.com
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The spread of beer, wine
and liquor in Yemen

In 1994, and after the civil war that took place between the

north and the south, citizens and army troopers together

assisted in burning down the Seera Beer Factory of Aden.

Sira was the only factory in the country that produced

beer, wine, liquor and alcoholic beverages. Many citizens

believed that it was the end of the presence of alcohol in

Yemen. Ironically 12 years later, more alcohol is being

exported and consumed in Yemen then the Aden beer

factory could have ever produced.
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GAZA (Reuters) - Palestinian

security forces cast the first ballots

on Saturday in the Palestinian

Legislative Council election, voting

early before the main national poll

next week, the first contested by the

militant group Hamas.

The security forces are voting from

Saturday to Monday to free them for

duty on January 25, when Palestinian

civilians will cast ballots in the West

Bank, Gaza Strip and Arab East

Jerusalem, which Israel captured in

the 1967 Middle East war and which

Palestinians want as capital of a

future state.

"This is a very important day for

our people because all the parties are

participating," said Hisham Saqala, a

police officer. "There are many issues

that need to be resolved and they will

not be resolved except by this

election."

At one polling station in a Gaza

school, several members from all

groups running in the election,

including Hamas and Palestinian

President Mahmoud Abbas's Fatah,

monitored voting as officers cast

their ballots.

One officer, Nayef Khweitar, said

security men would not vote for

groups which "opened fire at

(police), fired rockets at our police

stations and killed officers", referring

to lawlessness that has raged in the

West Bank and Gaza ahead of the

vote.

Saqala and Khweitar said they

would vote for Fatah, which is

expected to make the strongest gains.

Hamas, which is running for seats in

the 132-member parliament for the

first time, is also expected to garner a

strong showing.

Policemen said Hamas had sent

campaign leaflets to homes of

officers, urging them to vote for the

group.

Hamas’s popularity

The popularity of Hamas, which is

dedicated to

destroying the

Jewish state, has

grown as a result of

the five-year-old

Palestinian uprising

and Israel's Gaza

pullout in

September, and amid

growing accusations

of corruption within

Fatah.

Top Hamas leader

Ismail Haniyah told

supporters on

Friday: "We urge our

brothers in the

Palestinian security

services to exercise

their right to vote in

complete freedom...

We assure you that if

we win, we will be at

your service."

Israel and the

United States

opposed Hamas's

participation in the

ballot, the second

P a l e s t i n i a n

legislative election

since 1996, saying

Abbas must disarm

the group and other

militant factions as

dictated by a U.S.-

backed "road map"

peace plan.

Abbas says Israel's

military activity

against West Bank militants harms

efforts by his security forces to

control gunmen and combat the

lawlessness in the Palestinian

territories.

Israel has vowed to continue its

West Bank raids against militants

after a suicide bomber from Islamic

Jihad blew up a Tel Aviv sandwich

shop on Thursday.

The bombing posed a challenge for

interim Israeli Prime Minister Ehud

Olmert, who assumed power after

Ariel Sharon suffered a stroke on

January 4 which has left him

comatose. Abbas said the bombing

was meant to sabotage the Palestinian

vote.

Islamic Jihad, which is not running

in the Palestinian elections, has

increased its attacks on Israelis in

recent months, while other militant

groups, including Hamas, have

largely halted violence ahead of the

legislative ballot.

Palestinian security 
forces vote in legislative poll

A Palestinian militant from the al-Aqsa Martyrs
Brigades fires in the air during a rally in support of
Fatah candidates for upcoming Palestinian parliamen-
tary elections, Balata refugee camp near the West
Bank city of Nablus Jan. 20. REUTERS

KIRKUK, Iraq (Reuters) - Five

members of the Iraqi president's staff

were wounded when a roadside bomb

struck their motorcade north of

Baghdad, police said on Saturday,

adding that President Jalal Talabani

was not present.

Lieutenant Colonel Abbas

Mohammed al-Bayati said the bomb

went off as the convoy entered the

town of Tuz Khurmatu, 70 km (40

miles) south of the northern oil city

of Kirkuk late on Friday. A presiden-

tial spokesman declined comment.

Police said an adviser to Talabani

was among the wounded, but the

extent of his injuries was not known.

The convoy had been heading to

Baghdad from Kurdistan when it was

attacked. Talabani is a Kurd.

Sunni Arab rebels are fighting to

overthrow the Shi'ite Islamist- and

Kurdish-led government.

Most senior Iraqi officials travel by

air as many of Iraq's roads, particu-

larly the main routes leading north

out of Baghdad, are too dangerous.

The motorcades of Iraqi officials

have come under frequent attack.

Sunni Arab rebels were angered by

the results of last month's parliamen-

tary elections which confirmed the

dominance of the ruling Shi'ite

Islamist Alliance, accusing the bloc

of poll fraud.

Within minutes of the election

results being released on Friday,

rebels launched mortar attacks on

two U.S. bases in the insurgent

stronghold of Ramadi, causing minor

injuries among U.S. soldiers.

The government on Thursday

imposed a 48-hour lockdown on

three predominantly Sunni Arab

provinces and sealed off Baghdad to

guard against insurgent attacks.

The U.S. military had warned they

expected a surge in violence when the

poll results were released.

Bomb wounds 5 on 
Iraq president's staff

An Iraqi soldier mans his machinegun at a checkpoint in Baghdad, January
20, 2006. Four bombs hit security patrols in Baghdad on Friday as the city
was all but sealed off ahead of the announcement of final election results.
REUTERS

DUBAI (Reuters) - Al Qaeda's
second-in-command, Ayman al-
Zawahri, praised Islamic fighters in
Afghanistan, according to an Internet
audiotape posted on Friday, a day
after Osama bin Laden warned of
attacks in America.

In Washington, a CIA
spokeswoman said it was Zawahri's
voice on the tape.

A U.S. counterterrorism official
initially said the tape was several
years old but then retracted the
statement, saying that the date of the
recording was uncertain.

"I am honored to recite this jihadist
poem," Zawahri said, praising
mujahideen fighters. "We shall remain
true to our oath (with the Afghan
mujahideen)."

The message emerged one day after
bin Laden, al Qaeda's leader, said the
group was preparing attacks in the
United States but was open to a
conditional truce with the Americans,
according to an audiotape attributed
to him.

In his 17-minute tape, Zawahri
praised an Islamist Afghan poet,
Mohebullah Kandahari: "The owner
of the sword and pen, who carried
both a machine gun and the Koran,
known in scholarly circles ... and who
could be seen in jihadi arenas from the
time of the Russian communist attack
on Afghanistan until the crusader raid
(led by the United States in 2001)."

The CIA spokeswoman said: "After
conducting a technical analysis, the
CIA concludes with high confidence
that the voice on the tape is that of
Ayman al-Zawahri."

The little-known Web site which

carried the tape said it was new, but
the U.S. counter-terrorism official
cast doubt on that assertion. "There is
no reason to believe it was done
recently. It could have been done at
any time," the official said.

The United States conducted an air
strike in Pakistan last week, which
officials said was aimed at Zawahri
and in which Pakistani intelligence
sources said "a few militants" had
been killed.

The last tape attributed to Zawahri
was issued earlier this month. He said
U.S. President George W. Bush's
plans to withdraw troops from Iraq
meant Washington had been defeated
by the Muslims.

Bin Laden and Zawahri have
eluded capture since U.S.-led forces
toppled Afghanistan's Taliban
government in 2001 after al Qaeda's
September 11 attacks on the United
States.

Qaeda's Zawahri praises 
fighters in Afghanistan: Web

A frame grab shows Al Qaeda's second-in-command Ayman al-Zawahri talk-
ing in an internet video released Dec. 7. Al Qaeda's second-in-command,
Ayman al-Zawahri, praised Islamic fighters in Afghanistan, according to an
Internet audio tape posted on Friday. REUTERS

SINGAPORE, Jan. 19 – The sale of
the much talked about and sought after
Islamic gemstone is now in its final
rounds in a report issued by the Office of
Eli Oliveiro. Ever since the Han family
made it known that they are going ahead
with the sale of their precious heirloom,
scores of art collectors, agents and deal-
ers and even some well known museums
have indicated their interest in acquiring
the prestigious gemstone even though
the sale is limited to only those who are
invited. 

According to the family’s close friend
Eli Oliveiro, CEO and Chairman of the
O&S Group who has been asked by the
family to manage the sale, “The past six
months have been a very busy period for
us due to the overwhelming response we
got even from those who are not invited.
Although many have offered very high
prices for the gemstone, to us it is more
important that the new owner is some-

one who is a serious collector and truly
appreciates the gemstone rather than one
who just buy it now to sell it later for a
profit. That is why we are taking our
time in our decision on who the gem-
stone may best go to.” According to
news reports, the highest amount offered
for the gemstone is now about USD 100
million but Oliveiro declined to com-
ment on who the person is due to the
request of the keen buyer to remain
anonymous.

The Islamic gemstone is said to be
given to a farmer in Cirebon on the
island of Java by a mysterious old man
in the year 1879, possibly in return for
the generosity and benevolence the
farmer had shown him over their many
years of friendship. Legend has it that in
1850, the old man came by and helped
the farmer by removing a large
rock pushed down by a group of villians
into the stream which the farmer

depended on for his crops with just a
prayer. After reciting a prayer, the old
man pushed the huge rock hardly with
any difficulty, and the farmer was left
astounded with what he had seen. It was
only after years of friendship did the
farmer realize that the old man pos-
sessed unexplainable abilities. Twenty
nine years later, the old man presented
the farmer with a gift wrapped in black
cloth and was never seen again. In the
cloth was a beautiful looking gemstone
that depicted a story, of which is yet
unknown. A bearded man with an
Turban, seating on a mat in what seems
to be a cave, reading. Beside him against
the wall, lies a scimitar. When the farmer
learned that the depictions had some-
thing to do with the Islamic faith, he
developed an interest in its studying and
eventually was said to have became a
Muslim himself. The sale is expected to
be finalized by March this year.

The Maternal and Newborn Project (MNH) is in urgent need for the following vacancy:-
________________________________________________________________________

POST TITLE: National Logistics Associate / MNH Project
CLOSING DATE: 27 January 2006 
DUTY PLACE: Ministry of Public Health and Population (MOPH&P), Extensive (50%) travel expected within and outside Yemen.
DURATION: One year initially (project span 4 years) 

Scope: The need for the staff member supporting logistics management for RH commodities was identified and documented under the
preparatory phase of the MNH project. In this project the Government of Yemen is supported by a joint UN effort between UNFPA, WHO
and UNICEF.

The following constraints related to the supply side of the supply-demand equation have been identified: a poorly organized contraceptives
storage and distribution system, shortage of contraceptives resources for existing service points and personnel, lack of assured funding for
contraceptive procurement and lack of planning capacity for estimating and costing contraceptive needs over the medium and long term
periods. 

The successful candidate will enable and assist the Project Manager to quickly and efficiently roll out the following key activities. Increased
availability of reproductive health commodities and associated services at Service Delivey Points (SDPs) and among Community Based
Distributors(CBD). The position starts from purely assistantʼs nature of work under the project, which could gradually be transformed into
national logistics officer position after the relevant specific training and on-job experience is obtained during the inception phase of the MNH
project.

Under the supervision of the MNH Project Manager and the UNFPA office - and working closely with the RH Commodity Manager
in the Family Planning Unit of MOPH - the assignment includes the following tasks:

(1) Assist the project in mapping of the commodity storage and supply deficiencies through support provided to the project manager,
international RH commodity logistics consultants and, upon request, RH Commodity Manager of MOPH in facilitating their operations;

(2) Render assistance in drafting comprehensive logistical plan for each Governorate/District based on each oneʼs specific geography,
location of major settlements and transportation routes and hubs and target districts;

(3) Support international and national consultants in designing and establishing a Logistics Management Information System at central,
Governorate and district levels which incorporates data from both supply and performance (service) perspectives in the participating
districts and service delivery points;

(4) Maintain record-keeping and reporting and on the use of the LMIS to appropriate staff at the district, Governorate and central level;
(5) Conduct physical inventories of UNFPA supplied RH consumables at storages/warehouses in the governorate health departments, district

hospitals and health centers for the project records and analysis. This will be carried out in close consultations with relevant MOPH staff
at all levels;

(6) Assist MOPH and UNFPA in the process of competitive selection of the RH commodity distributor. 
(7) Support MOPH and international consultants in development and implementation of the distribution schemes under the guidance of the

Project Manager, UNFPA Office and in collaboration with RH Commodity Manager of MOPH. Maintain monthly records and
recommendations for the logistics flow and the infrastructure for UNFPA records.

(8) Maintain ability to operate the future LMIS computer programme and, possibly the network system that is to be developed under the
project.

(9) Assist UNFPA and Population sector in conducting RH commodity security group meetings.
(10) Perform other duties relevant to the project upon request of MNH project and UNFPA office management.

Job Requirements:
Academic Requirements:
Bachelorʼs degree in business administration, public administration, finance, information technology, economics or related field is preferable. 

Experience:
7 years of relevant experience in the public or private sector. 

Languages:
Fluency in oral and written Arabic and English. Qualifications and Experience Required:

Other Desirable Skills:
Basic computer skills; proficiency in a second official UNFPA language of the region/country; good negotiation skills; ability to communicate
effectively by radio

Note: 1. The TOR could be upgraded to the level of the Project Logistics Expert by the completion of the inception phase of
the project and in view of project delivery requirements and environment. If so, the incumbent will have to undergo the
new job description matching exercise.

2. preference would be given for those able to take the post immediately

Please note that only candidates who fulfill above requirements will be considered and notified.

Sale of after Islamic
gemstone in its final round



WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The

White House on Friday rejected

Democratic complaints about President

George W. Bush's domestic

eavesdropping program and prepared a

high-profile campaign next week to

defend it ahead of a Senate hearing.

Bush will visit the National Security

Agency on Wednesday as part of the

effort. Air Force Gen. Michael Hayden,

former head of the NSA, will make a

speech at the National Press Club on

Monday and Attorney General Alberto

Gonzales will speak on Tuesday.

Bush is under fire over the highly

classified eavesdropping program. It

allows the government to bypass

warrant requirements and monitor

communications, such as e-mail and

telephone calls, into and out of the

United States by people believed linked

to al Qaeda or related terrorist groups.

Democrats contend Bush is

overstepping his constitutional powers

by approving domestic spying and

some Republicans have expressed

concerns about it as well.

"Let me be as clear as I can be:

President Bush believes if al Qaeda is

calling somebody in America, it is in

our national security interests to know

who they're calling and why," said

Deputy White House Chief of Staff

Karl Rove, Bush's top political adviser.

Speaking to the Republican National

Committee's winter meeting, Rove

denounced Democrats for opposing the

program with "wild and reckless and

false charges" against Bush and said

they are living in a pre-September 11

world.

"That doesn't make them unpatriotic,

not at all," Rove said. "But it does

make them wrong, wrong deeply and

profoundly and consistently."

As part of the stepped-up effort,

several members of Congress attended

a classified briefing at the White

House, including California

Democratic Rep. Jane Harman, a

member of the House of

Representatives Intelligence

Committee.

Senate hearing

The defense is timed to lay out the

administration's case ahead of a Senate

Judiciary Committee meeting on

February 6 that is to delve into whether

Bush has the authority to carry out the

program.

Harman told CNN Congress needs

wider briefings and must determine

whether a 1978 law against domestic

spying is being followed and if not

whether it needs to be changed.

Bush and his aides say sufficient

authority lies in the president's oath of

office in the Constitution that requires

he defend and protect the United

States.

Besides Bush's constitutional power

as commander in chief, the White

House says the authorization of

military force by the U.S. Congress

after the September 11 attacks gave

Bush the authority for the domestic

surveillance.

Two Senate Democrats, Edward

Kennedy of Massachusetts and Patrick

Leahy of Vermont, introduced a

resolution rejecting the notion that the

post-September 11 action could be

construed as approval for warrantless

eavesdropping.

"If President Bush can make his own

rules for domestic surveillance, Big

Brother has run amok," Kennedy said.

"We need a thorough investigation of

these activities. Congress and the

American people deserve answers, and

they deserve answers now."

Polls show a split among the public.

A Washington Post-ABC News poll

last week found 51 percent favored the

program as a way to fight terrorism,

while 47 percent did not. A Pew

Research Center poll found 48 percent

of respondents thought Bush's actions

were generally right and 47 percent

thought they were generally wrong.

The 1978 law, the Foreign

Intelligence Surveillance Act, makes it

illegal to spy on U.S. citizens in the

United States without the approval of a

special secret court. Bush secretly gave

the NSA authority to intercept the

communications without such

approval.
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GHAZNI, Afghanistan (Reuters) -

Hundreds of Afghans staged a protest

on Saturday to denounce a wave of sui-

cide bomb attacks, with many of the

protesters blaming neighboring

Pakistan for the violence.

"We condemn these suicide attacks,"

protesters shouted outside the provin-

cial governor's offices in the city of

Ghazni, 140 km (90 miles) south of the

capital, Kabul.

There have been 13 suicide blasts

since November, the worst last Monday

when 23 people were killed in the town

of Spin Boldak, on the border with

Pakistan.

The government blames foreign al

Qaeda and Taliban supporters for the

violence.

U.S. forces in Afghanistan say the

bombings show the insurgents are

becoming increasingly desperate, after

suffering heavy losses in their guerrilla

campaign last year, and are now going

after soft targets.

Security analysts suspect the Taliban

have stepped up suicide attacks after

seeing al Qaeda's success in Iraq.

Many ordinary Afghans blame

Pakistan, which backed the Taliban

before the September 11 attacks on the

United States, for the violence.

"Death to Pakistan, death to ISI," the

protesters shouted on Saturday, refer-

ring to Pakistan's main Inter-Services

Intelligence agency.

"The U.N. should stop Pakistan from

interfering in Afghanistan," Qari Baba,

a former governor of Ghazni province,

told the crowd.

Pakistan, an important ally in the

U.S.-led war on terrorism, rejects accu-

sations that Afghan insurgents get help

on the Pakistani side of the border.

It says it has reinforced the border to

prevent militants from crossing back

and forth but a small number might be

able to slip through the porous frontier.

Huge bomb defused

On Monday, shortly before the sui-

cide blast in Spin Boldak, a suicide

bomber threw himself in front of an

Afghan army vehicle in the southern

city of Kandahar, killing three soldiers

and two civilians.

An apparent suicide attack on a

Canadian military convoy in Kandahar

last Sunday killed a Canadian foreign

affairs official and two Afghans.

On Thursday, Canadian forces in

Kandahar dismantled a huge car bomb.

The improvised bomb, consisting of

a dozen 122 mm mortar bombs and

other explosives, would have caused

significant damage had it gone off, said

Captain Francois Giroux, a spokesman

for Canadian forces in the southern

city.

The bomb took 10 hours to defuse

but Giroux declined to give details of

the device, saying it was under investi-

gation.

The attacks have come as the United

States hopes to cut back its troop

strength in Afghanistan from about

18,000 to 16,500 in the next few

months.

Members of NATO, who have an

Afghan peacekeeping force of nearly

10,000, are due to increase their num-

bers to 15,000 and take over responsi-

bilities from U.S. forces in the restive

south.

But the plan has been thrown into

limbo by Dutch doubts about sending

1,200 soldiers to a region far more dan-

gerous than the north, west and Kabul,

where the NATO peacekeeping force

now operates.

The government says the insurgents

appear to be trying to frighten NATO

members from their expansion and to

unsettle Afghanistan's foreign backers

who will meet in London at the end of

the month to draw up a long-term plan

to help the country.

Afghan protesters denounce
bombings, Pakistan

White House rejects
Democrats on spy program

President Bush speaks about the economy during a visit to a moving-and-
storage company in Virginia, Jan. 19. REUTERS

KHARTOUM (Reuters) - African

nations were split on Saturday over

Khartoum's bid to head the African

Union, a move which could scuttle

peace talks in Sudan's Darfur region

and damage Africa's efforts to

improve its image abroad.

Khartoum, which is under fire for

human rights abuses, is hosting a

two-day AU summit starting on

Monday. Sudan is seeking to take

over from Nigeria as chairman,

based on a tradition that the summit

host becomes the next head.

Sudan says it has East Africa's

backing in the AU, where nations

tend to work in blocs. But diplomats

said southern, central and western

African states were still undecided.

"This risks dividing Africa," said

one West African government

official, asking not to be named.

"One of the options that the regional

bodies could propose to the heads of

state is asking Sudan to withdraw its

candidature."

Sudan is the only country to have

nominated itself for the position so

far and a Sudanese official said his

government would not withdraw.

"Sudan is definitely going to win

the support of the African heads of

state," Ali Tamim Fartak, Sudanese

presidential adviser, told Reuters.

But diplomats said another

candidate could emerge or a decision

could be deferred, leaving Nigeria to

continue as head.

Consultations

The 53-nation AU, set up in 2002

to encourage democracy,

development and human rights

across Africa, has won plaudits for

sending peacekeepers to Darfur and

promoting better governance

through a peer review system of

African countries.

Analysts say this good work could

be undone by choosing Sudan as

head when a 7,000-strong AU force

is monitoring a shaky ceasefire in

Darfur and when the government

faces widespread criticism for its

handling of the conflict there.

One southern African diplomat

said his country was against Sudan's

bid, but would vote with whatever

the southern bloc decided. "These

consultations will be held at the level

of the heads of state," he said.

The United States, which has put

pressure on Sudan to end fighting in

Darfur, said there would be "certain

contradictions" if Sudan was chosen

when the AU force was trying to

protect Sudanese citizens "in part

from the government of Sudan".

Darfur's two main rebel groups

have said they would quit AU-

sponsored peace talks in Abuja if

Sudan becomes head, although

Sudan says Nigeria would still host

the talks even if it was no longer

chairing the AU.

One official said the AU

presidency was supposed to be

chosen by a vote, but Mohamed Ibn

Chambas, executive secretary of the

Economic Community of West

African States (ECOWAS), said

heads of state should reach a

consensus to avoid a split.

"We don't think that this issue

should be allowed to divide Africa,"

he said.

Africa split

over Sudan's

bid to head AU

Job Vacancy

The Embassy of the United States of America announces for immediate
job opening within its organization.

“Information Specialist”
The position is located in the Public Diplomacy Office, American Embassy,
under the general supervision of the Public Affairs Officer (PAO) and
Assistant Public Affairs Officer (A/PAO).  Incumbent will serve as the senior
FSN advisor and specialist to the Public Affairs Officer and the A/PAO in
planning and implementing Embassy Sana’a information media and journalist
programs and is the Mission’s primary source for information on Yemeni
media trends.  

Qualifications:
Education: University degree in the liberal arts, political science, economics,
journalism, international relations.
Prior Work Experience: From two to four years experience in communications
media-related work as journalist, researcher, or writer required.
Language Proficiency:  :  Level V (fluent) in written and spoken English.  Very
high degree of Arabic fluency is required. 

Grade/Salary:* EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-05-Trainee (to be
confirmed by Washington) - Starting Salary.

* Ordinarily Resident:  FSN-09-Trainee (Starting Salary)

How to apply: Interested applicants should complete OF-612 or submit a cur-
rent C.V. (with awards, recommendation letters, copies of degrees earned) that
addresses the qualification requirements of the position as listed above and
contact the Embassy Human Resources, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar
Street, Sanaa.  Tel:  755-2050 & Fax No. 303-182, no later than January 30,
2006.

* NOTE: ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE
RESIDING IN COUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK AND
RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.
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AA
recent BBC poll came up with this ques-

tion after voters in Chile, Germany and

Liberia recently elected their first female

heads of state. Liberia’s Ellen Johnson-

Sirleaf is Africa’s first elected female

president. Michelle Bachelet is Chile’s first elected

female president and could be considered the first suc-

cessful president in South America. The only relatively

similar experience in North America was in Canada

where Kim Campbell was elected prime minister in 1993

but ousted just six months later. There are speculations

that Hillary Clinton will be hard to beat in the 2008 U.S.

presidential elections. Europe is full of examples of

female leaders: Britain had Margaret Thatcher, Germany

has Angela Merkel and France could get lucky with

Segolene Royal. Tansu Çiller was Turkey’s only female

prime minister, not to mention popular female presidents

in Finland and Norway. Asia has had many experiences

with powerful women: India, Pakistan, Indonesia, the

Philippines and Sri Lanka. The only country in the

Middle East with a potential female rising star is recent-

ly-appointed Israeli Foreign Minister Zipi Livni. Iran has

had its share of powerful females, beginning in 1951

with its first female ambassador, Mehrangiz

Dawlatshahi. Eight women nominated themselves as

candidates in the 1997 Iranian presidential elections, but

the Council of Guardians rejected them all.

However, women in the Arab world have not had their

fair chance to participate effectively in politics. For

example, Yemen has witnessed several attempts by

women to participate in the political sphere yet, many

times, their attempts were aborted or paralyzed. The

common compliant is that Yemen’s socio-political sys-

tem is not yet ready to accept women leaders. Still, if

Yemeni women did get the chance to become national

leaders, would they make better leaders than men?

Today, the world seems to be recognizing women’s lead-

ership abilities more than ever. Will this trend affect

Yemen’s system now that a new government is about to

be restructured in less than eight months? Especially

since the only female minister, Amat Al-Aleem Al-

Sosowa, is heading to New York to work with the United

Nations, vacating her Yemeni government post.

Moreover, the only female ambassador is Yemen’s

ambassador to Turkey, Nouria Al-Hamami.

Unfortunately, there were more names and positions held

by women in the past. Some say this is because Yemeni

women cannot get together for the same cause.

Apparently, according to a number of political analysts,

Yemen’s women’s movement has not developed and

evolved enough to promote women’s leadership and

encourage them to compete with men. So the question

will remain unanswered in our country until such a

movement develops or the quota system is enforced, as

demanded by the country’s women’s organizations.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Editor-in-Chief

MM
any people would think that this is really a mean

statement to say and that this comes out of sheer

hatred and lack of human feeling. As far as the

majority of Arabs are concerned Ariel Sharon was

absent of human feeling almost all his life with

respect to Arabs in general and Palestinians, in particular.

Sharon was responsible for a lot of the dirty work of Zionist dog-

matists, who sought to cleanse the Holy Land of any of its indige-

nous residents. In more simpler words, Sharonʼs hands were

stained with Arab blood – particularly those of helpless unarmed

civilians, or even unarmed soldiers who have surrendered to the

“Israeli Defense Forces”, in Sinai and other places. Even con-

scientious Israelis saw in Ariel Sharon a mean dogmatist and

after he engineered the Sabra and Shatila Palestinian camp

massacres in Lebanon, some 400,000 Israelis demonstrated

demanding that the Israeli Government remove him from his

position as Minister of Defense then and hold him accountable

for the death of so many innocent unarmed men, women and

children (the massacre took place in December 1982 and took

the lives of some 1,500 Palestinians killed in their sleep, by

Lebanese agents sent by no other than Ariel Sharon). Just when

there was some hope that Ariel Sharon was indeed going to be

called to questioning by an independent Court in Belgium, under

a Belgian Law that permits bringing international criminals

against humanity to be tried in Belgium, the latter was called off

due to some heavy pressure on poor Belgium by the United

States and the assassination of the man who was going to be

the star witness in the case. Eli Hobeika, the Lebanese

Commander of the Lebanese Maronite militias that were ordered

by Sharon to go into the camp “to look for Palestine Liberation

Organization militiamen”, as Sharon was later to unabashedly

admit, was blown to pieces by a “mysterious” bomb that was

placed in his car. This was right after he was ready to testify that

indeed he acted under orders from Ariel Sharon to carry out the

massacre. As if that was not enough, the United States put on its

pressure machine and literally forced the case to be suspended

by the Belgian Justice Department. Talk about protecting terror-

ists. This was in the early days of Sharonʼs Premiership in the

early years of the new Millennium! Just for the record, Sharon

was also responsible, directly or indirectly, for engineering, or

creating the conditions for also the following massacres in

Lebanon: Black Saturday–Karantina Massacre–Damour mas-

sacre–Tel al-Zaatar Massacre–War of the Camps.

Ariel Sharon has a long history of what most Arabs, especial-

ly the Palestinians, see as criminal activity, especially against

innocent human beings, who were already refugees of a previ-

ous forced dislocation from their original homes, as well as hav-

ing partaken in the killing of Arab soldiers, who were already

prisoners of war. This is something known to every Arab in the

street and there is no educational background required for hat-

ing a man who hates your people so much. Yet, one is surprised

that if so many Israelis in the early 1980s came out to the streets

to protest against Ariel Sharon as Defense Minister, why did they

“vote” him into office in the early part of this Century and have lit-

erally given him a full mandate to do whatever he likes in the

West Bank and Gaza, except make peace with the Palestinians.

Many think that the election of President George W. Bush had a

lot to do with it. George W. Bush, as Governor of Texas, had

gone to Israel in 1998 and Ariel Sharon then was his escort and

guide. It seemed that they had a lot of mutual ideas to exchange

and obviously both had mutual plans drawn up for their coming

ascent into the leadership of their respective countries. 

Back a few decades ago, Ariel Sharon was noticed quite early

by the “founding father” of Israel, David Ben Gurion, after dis-

playing his unabashed militant Zionist inclinations and the latter

did not hesitate to bring the young fanatical Zionist into his own

care and custody to further strengthen the ideological tendencies

of this promising “hero”, when he heard about the kinds of sadis-

tic tendencies that Ariel Sharon had against innocent Arab citi-

zens. Ever since then, Sharon was well protected by the inter-

national Zionist establishment, no matter what he did. 

One is truly amazed to watch the US coverage of the Israeli

Prime Ministerʼs latest illness and how little mention, if any, is

ever given of the black record that Sharon has accumulated over

the years. On the contrary there were efforts made to paint the

man as having turned to the only “hope for peace”, as he has

shown by his unilateral decision to get the settlements out of

Gaza. Nothing could be further than the truth. If you ask anyone

in Gaza, they will tell you that not much has changed since the

Israelis “withdrew”, as they are confronted with daily killings,

encroachments, assaults and what have you, to make life as

miserable for the residents of Gaza as possible. Not to mention

that the withdrawal from Gaza was never going to be complete

anyway as a “security buffer” is now being permanently annexed

to Israel. On the other hand, Ariel Sharon killed all the steps that

have been achieved in more than a decade of negotiations

between the Palestinians and Israelis, with international backing,

including American deep involvement, that almost culminated in

a final peace accord. Sharon was not ready yet for that at all, as

he had plans for the West Bank that, for all intents and purpos-

es left the Palestinians with little left to form a state of any kind.

Even that which is left is going to be broken up into little pockets

here and there with the Israelis in full control of the air, sea and

ground access to any of these pockets. In other words, Sharon

has turned the remaining parts of Arab Palestine into several

prisons, wherein life would be so miserable for the Palestinians,

that by sheer logic frustration is bound to keep the region in heat

for some time to come.  With American blind support to Sharon,

the Holy Land is far from being the haven of peaceful coexis-

tence, originally envisioned by the several negotiators who took

part in the peace process, before the unpaved “road map”

washed all those efforts aside. Just to add more of the bloody

taints on Sharon, under Sharon, Israeli troops and Caterpillar

tractors killed more international reporters and peace activists

than at any other time in Israelʼs black history. Among the casu-

alties: the American activist martyr Rachel Corrie, God have

mercy on her soul, and CNNʼs Ben Wederman, who was shot in

the back, but thanks to the Almighty, miraculously survived. How

can any conscientious human being find any sympathy for a

man with such a blood stained record?

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and

journalist for more than 20 years.

Do women make
better leaders?

The fall-out from technology
advances, notably globalization, is
clearly ahead of us. We need to
grapple with this and the sooner
we assess the issues and decide on
what we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Syria is not unaware of the
fact that there is an American
political agenda progressing
with steady steps to the end of
laying siege to Syria, isolate
and impose sanctions on it.
Syria fully comprehends that
the Bush administration
relates that to what goes on in
the region more than linking it
to Mehlis report which cer-
tainly helped the American
agenda. The Bush administra-
tion was planning the targeting of Syria
even before the assassination of the
Lebanese ex-prime minister Hariri and the
formation of the international investigat-
ing committee under the UN Security
Council Resolution 1595.

America began it actual provocation
against Syria since it had invaded Iraq. It
had delegated Colin Powell, its then sec-
retary of State on a visit to Syria on May
2, 2003. Powell’s visit coincided with
appointment of Paul Bremer as High
Commissioner in Iraq and with dividing
Iraq into three security zones. Powell’s
visit also came at time when Bush admin-
istration was in dire need of the Syrian
support. Therefore, Powell had then sub-
mitted a group of demands to Syria and
they actually were a number of dictates. In
the first place was the support for the
American occupation of Iraq through put-
ting an end to the resistance. Other
demands were that Syria lifts its hand
from Lebanon, to help disarmament of
Hezbollah and closure of Palestinian fac-

tions’ offices in
Damascus. When
Damascus had not
responded to those dic-
tates and did not meet the
demands that contradict
Syria’s constants,
America started a fierce
war on Syria and used all
kinds of maneuvers.
Those provocative
maneuvers could be
traced as beginning from

the Syria Accountability Act, through
imposition of sanctions on Syria and the
attempt of its isolation and ending with the
UN resolution 1559, which France had
participated in passing it. The resolution
obliged Syria to withdraw Lebanon. That
resolution was followed with the UN res-
olution 1595 that stipulated the formation
of the international investigation commit-
tee into Hariri assassination, chaired by
investigator Mehlis and it was followed
with resolution 1636 that granted Mehlis
unlimited authorities. It was inevitable to
set in motion the American-Zionist
scheme with the maneuver of Hariri assas-
sination on 14 February 2005. The timing
has implied indication of targeting
Lebanon and Syria together. The plot suc-
ceeded and Hariri assassination had led to
sabotage the relationship between the two
neighboring countries and further resulted
in causing schism inside the Lebanese pol-
itics embodied by one side supporting
Syria and another against it. 

Syria had pulled out of Lebanon but

that was not satisfactory enough for
America because it wants more than that.
America wants to eliminate any relation
between the two countries in prelude to
impose international mandate on
Lebanon. America wanted to take
vengeance for Syria’s non-abiding by its
demands that were submitted by Powell in
May 2003. Israel on its part wanted to
punish Syria for its support for Hezbollah,
representing the Lebanese resistance that
forced the Zionist state to withdraw from
Lebanon on May 24, 2000. 

The major objective is to besiege Syria
and isolate it. America and Israel intend to
gain their single leverage on Lebanon to
realize more than one deal, mainly to put
squeeze on Syria. America and Israel
intend to bury alive Hezbollah, destroy the
Palestinian resistance, and pave the way
for imposing international guardianship
on Lebanon. The maneuver has not come
to a halt and the scheme has not yet
achieved all its goals. 

The question is when the region and the
Arab and Muslim leaders would read
comprehensively this scenario and get
prepared for adoption of plans to resist it,
so that Syria could not be left alone or to
avoid the scenario being extended to
another country?              

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an economist
and a professor in Political Science and
an expert in administrative development.
He is the head of a number of profession-
al associations, such as the Arab Group
for Investment and Development. 

By: Prof.

Abdulaziz al-Tarb

Why the uncalled-for
interference in Syria?

CC OO MM MM OO NN

SS EE NN SS EE
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Notwithstanding the

apologies of the evangelists:

There is no sympathy

for Sharon here

OpinionOpinion

Education system in Yemen

Yemen a holiday
destination

II just started reading and
learning about your coun-

try, via the website BBC
World News, with the idea
of possibly making it my
holiday destination next
year.

I do not know the details
as to why the motorcyclists
are not allowed to use their
vehicle for business rea-
sons. But when the owner is
duly licensed and taxed, he
or she should be able to
make a living with it. I
recently returned from
India, where I hired the

services of a nice man with
a motorcycle. Together we
toured the country. I had a
wonderful journey and the
money I paid him for his
services during my three
weeks holiday, amounted to
a sum he would have had a
difficult time earning were
it not for his old but very
reliable motorcycle.

I am a tourist who
believes in sharing my
money with local people,
rather than giving it to over-
seas travel agencies.

I hope Yemeni people will
soon be allowed the privi-
lege of making a living!

And maybe I will experi-
ence the beauty of your
country.

Mia Venster
mia.venster@

brinkleymcnerney.com

Bin Laden’s Truce

AA lthough bin Laden has
offered Bush a truce,

the conditions of the truce
would result in the loss of
income for Bush’s friends.
Presently, the occupation of
Iraq has created hundreds
and perhaps thousands of
millionaires - all of them
Bush’s friends and, in turn,
much money from these

friends will be donated back
to Bush and Cheney. Also,
the majority of the US pop-
ulation still favors the con-
tinuation of the occupation
by Bush’s mercenary forces.

The occupation of Iraq is
a goldmine for the Bush
administration and, even if
bin Laden were to surren-
der, the occupation would
continue for years to come.
Nothing can stop Bush in

his desire to destroy the
Moslem world. Nothing
except thousands more sui-
cide bombers.

Robert Lindh
lindh@starband.net

Letters to the Editor

By: Kelly C. Wentworth
kcwentworth@myway.com

WW
hen studying Islamic
history, especially dur-
ing the time of Islamic
expansion, one thing
that always struck me

was how well Muslims adapted to the new
environments they encountered. They
adapted without losing the core of their
beliefs and culture. In your article enti-
tled, “Yemeni American Women Striving
for Education”, Ms. Ali seems to have lost
some spirit of this. In my opinion, she
also, however unintentionally, misrepre-
sents America in general, especially in
regards to her perceived notion of culture
and education.

American culture is not some
“Western” behemoth that is an unreach-
able goal for outsiders. On the contrary,
since the number of foreign-born individ-
uals has reached 35.2 million people and
make up for over 12.1 percent of the pop-
ulation, according to a recent Center for
Immigration Studies Report (2005), there
can be no set “American culture”, as such
influences would logically create a more
dynamic than stagnant culture. If there
are 700,000 Yemenis living in the U.S. as
Ms. Ali states, then they too could have an
amazing impact on American culture. If
people in her area are having trouble with
someone living in the bounds of their
native culture, then I suggest reaching out
to those neighbors and educating them on
why one would choose to follow one’s
own culture rather than having to fully
become part of the majority culture.

Americans, in general, are surprisingly
open and curious about other cultures,
especially ones that are very different
from what they are used to experiencing.
On the other hand, it is important not to

become culturally isolated, especially in a
place that allows for and has the opportu-
nity to experience so many different tradi-
tions.

While education is an important factor
in being successful in American culture, it

is not a necessity. Bill Gates, founder of
Microsoft and one of the richest men in
the world, is a familiar example. He
became a success despite having dropped
out of college before completing his
degree. I am not trying to downplay what
I see as the importance of a good, basic
education, but not all people seem to ben-
efit from a traditional education. The nice
part about the U.S. is if you have the drive
and motivation, then you can succeed
without education or even social status.
Contrast that to Yemen, where even if one
has completed a doctorate or beyond, one
is not guaranteed a stable, good-paying
job. Having been a former resident of
Yemen, I have witnessed this first hand
many times. Oftentimes, one is even fur-
ther limited because of social status or
even skin color. Ms. Ali did touch on this
in her interview, but seemed to only
emphasize success for those who have an
education.

Being a Muslim woman leader in the
U.S. is not an impossible endeavor either.

There are many groups, such as the
Muslim Women’s League and Azizah
Magazine, which work hard to promote
Muslim women leaders. I have often seen
examples of Muslim women being unable
to pursue leadership in the U.S. because of
pressure from their own cultural and reli-
gious groups. If a person, whether man or
woman, wants to pursue a leadership posi-
tion in the U.S., then there are many
groups, Muslim and non-Muslim, that
allow for such a thing. I encourage Ms.
Ali and others similar to her to do a little
research and get involved in such organi-
zations.

Also, if there is an activity that one
finds objectionable to her religious and/or
cultural boundaries being offered to her
children, then she could do what many
groups and individuals do in the U.S.,
which is either try to change it or offer an
alternative. When one’s children are face
with prom, for example, one could offer to
throw a prom alternative party that is
more in-line with one’s tradition. You
might even be surprised as to how many

of your neighbors might like to participate
in such an activity!

When I lived in Yemen, I observed that
when it came to basics, American families
and Yemeni families were much more
similar than different. I do not know
where Ms. Ali lives in the U.S., but in my
area of the country, the values taught to
American children are very close to those
taught to children brought up in Islamic
households. There are, again, several
groups that would help her foster pride in
her children not only in the American cul-
ture, but also in the Yemeni and Islamic
cultures. Muslim Scouts, which are con-
nected to the international Scouts pro-
grams in the U.S. and elsewhere, is one
group that is great for such a goal. If there
is not such a group in Ms. Ali’s area, then
she could either start a Muslim Scouts
group or some other group that would
help her foster support for the family’s
different cultures.

Balancing life as a working mother is
also not an impossible endeavor in the
U.S. There are often working mother
groups that help support those who must
work and without encroaching too much
on a touchy cultural issue, in a household
where both spouses work, it should be
natural for the man to help in such things.
Islam’s own Prophet Mohammed, often

helped in such matters, according to tradi-
tions ascribed to him. There are also
many areas of the U.S. that have a nice
enough standard of living where a couple
can live comfortably without having to
have both spouses working. There are
many families that have chosen this way
and have done well.

I applaud Ms. Ali’s efforts to promote
education among Yemenis both inside and
outside of the Yemeni community. In pro-
moting education, however, one should do
their best not to promote already harmful
stereotypes that many Yemeni people hold
against American people, and vice versa.
It is by finding the similarities in the dif-

ferences between two cultures that one
can ultimately hope to promote education
and understanding.



As-Sahwa weekly

19 Jan. 2006

Main headlines

• Islah party: Rima elections fla-

grant falsification of the people

will, we will think before partici-

pation in any future democratic

process 

• GPC government inaugurates the

New Year with rise in prices

• Islah sends condolences on

Kuwait’s Emir Decease

• Amid official secrecy, confronta-

tions between Al-Huthi supporters

and government forces renewed in

Saada

• International report, no economic

freedom and corruption a Yemeni

outstanding problem 

• Urgent need to change it, Elections

supreme Commission biased to the

ruling party

• Teachers Union Higher Council

holds session to take decision

regarding resuming of protests

• Head of Health Committee accus-

es the government of negligence,

demands for preventive measures

against bird flu

• The government refers the free

zone agreement to the parliament

Columnist Zaid al-Shami says in his

article that advocates of reform mostly

stick to the right and sacrifice for it but

in most cases do not care about what

comes after that. They may win and

achieve their goals in removing the

wrong and then leave the stage of life

to others. In many cases, opportunists

would come forward to invest efforts

of the strugglers and believers in prin-

ciples and noble values to resume

making of falsity anew and thus efforts

of reformers go in vain. 

Owners of calls and principles self-

denial towards taking part in building

the life and establishment of the state

is a kind of improper self-denial. It

might be an escape from shouldering

the responsibility. It is illogical that the

sincere should escape and should not

give in to pressures of accusations that

make them distance themselves.

Success is made by facing the reality

and overcoming of desires and

instincts of the self. Power is not a tar-

get by itself but rather the most suc-

cessful and powerful means for the

realization of principles and service of

the society. And this is a question very

difficult to be carried out by individu-

als, groups or political parties whatev-

er their capabilities were. 

We hear nowadays some call show-

ing pity and keenness towards Islamic

movements taking part in the political

life under the assumption that they

would submerge their brilliant strug-

gling history and would be unable to

achieve something on the ground. This

opinion I see as unwise. For instance,

no one can question the strife of

Hamas movement in resisting the

occupation, as one of the fruits of that

resistance was withdrawal of the

Israeli occupation from Gaza Strip. Is

then a shame for Hamas to participate

today in the political life and the task

of building and construction?

Ath-Thawri weekly

Organ of the YSP19 Jan. 2006

Main headlines

• The Washington Post: Yemen

tribes, poverty, bullets and absent

development 

• YSP assistant secretary-general

stresses the party stand regarding

the case of Jarallah Omar assassi-

nation 

• Political and social organizations

in Aden denounce closure of

Radafan Society and freezing of its

assets 

• Trial of defendants in kidnapping

5 Italian tourists in Mareb, begins

• Names of children registered in

voters’ record 

• Employees of Hudeida Land

Office begin open strike

On the Joint Meeting Parties initia-

tive for the political reform, columnist

Najib Abdulrahman Saeed writes say-

ing at last the parties of the JMP have

presented their vision of the reform of

the political situation through an ini-

tiative called initiative for the compre-

hensive political reform. My concern

here is not to study or analyze what the

initiative has contained but rather I

would try to read it and deduce its

implications. 

The initiative bears more than one

indication and introduces important

things mainly:

- The opposition parties have put

their foot on the right course of true

opposition away from courtesies or

fear or ambition. The proof are the

subjects it has presented including

constitutional reforms, accountability

of the president of the republic and his

authorities, calling for reducing them,

the necessity of the army and security

forces being under responsibility of

the cabinet. 

- The opposition parties have given

priority to the national interest against

all partisan or personal interests, tak-

ing forward steps and realized lessons

of the past.

- Touching on the issue of removing

sequels of the 1994war as a demanded

question in the reform of the political

situation in Yemen is considered a

strategic dimension of this initiative.

- Introduction of the initiative under

the present social, economic and polit-

ical circumstances that are leading to

comprehensive deterioration in institu-

tions of the state have founded an

essential basis for the initiative, mar-

ginalizing the value of he past differ-

ences. 

Success or failure of this initiative

depends on the extent of the opposi-

tion power of firmness in protecting its

alignment and resisting all upcoming

temptations. The opposition has to

stage a peaceful struggle for the sake

of translating it realistically.

Al-Mithaq weekly

Organ of the General People’s

Congress

16 Jan.2006

Main headlines

• The president left for Kuwait to

offer condolences on the decease

of Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber

Al-Sabah

• With participation of Journalists

syndicate, 

The Shoura Council discusses the

press draft law

• Suggestions for developing the

freedom of the press 

• Political parties dialogue resumes

next week, the higher committee

sets alternative if dispute is not set-

tled

• Ambassadors of European Union

and Japan say flow of tourists to

continue, the Yemeni people have

depicted a real image of their utter

refusal of kidnapping incidents

• Container port in Aden to be con-

verted into international station

Remarks on the new year is the title

of an article by Dr. Abdulaziz Al-

Maqaleh in which he says the Arab

human existence is no longer forming

something important for the world and

all his role is represented by his being

a first-class consumer. The writer pres-

ents his second remark that says the

Arab regimes that succeeded to ruling

the Arab homeland in the twentieth

century have not been able to work out

a project for the national renascence in

which the citizen would take part for

its achievement. Time is measured by

accomplishments achieved by peoples

who in turn define the extent of their

development and response to the inter-

nal and external challenges. The

writer’s third remark says that we as a

nation have lived for a long time

accustomed to a culture of praising

and derision. We extol those we love

though they do not deserve it and

deride who we hate even if they do not

deserve it. Out of this deep-rooted cul-

ture in the Arab conscience, we began

to look at the passing years either from

a perspective of being bad and dark or

good and white without subjecting our

judgments to the logic of reason and

analysis. The fourth remark is about

the high profile information that last

year spread widely. This has included

more than one Arab country mainly

Egypt and Lebanon. It is the orienta-

tion of welcoming the political solu-

tion at the hands of the foreigner. It has

injured the Arab intellectual, formed a

shock to the public, and made the peo-

ple more and more skeptical of stances

of the intellectuals, considering them

all propagating for occupation and

they are no longer advocates of free-

dom and revolt against all that threat-

ens independence and sovereignty.

26 September weekly

Organ if the Yemen Armed Forces

19 Jan. 2006.

Main headlines

• In a phone conversation with Arab

League Secretary-General,

President Saleh calls for speeding

up Arab commitments towards

building the Somali state

• Yemen refuses military option,

calls for dialogue and diplomatic

language in dealing with Iranian

nuclear file

• In the trial of Italian tourists kid-

napping, prosecution accuses kid-

nappers of forming an armed gang

for kidnapping foreigners

The newspaper has devoted its editori-

al to Yemen’s efforts with regard to

Arab efforts for a serious support for

peace and stability in Somalia.

Yemen’s efforts spring from deep real-

ization of the importance of bringing

to success efforts exerted for reconcil-

iation among the Somali factions of

conflict.

Stability in Somalia acquires Arab and

international dimension but the Arab

support is the most imperative dictated

by fraternity and neighborhood. Above

that is the importance of this African

country restoration of its healthy iden-

tity especially under the present diffi-

cult and complicated circumstances. In

this context come Yemen’s efforts for

overcoming difficulties facing Somali

reconciliation, bearing in mind howev-

er big the efforts are could not make be

alternative to any Arab collective

effort to help Somalia seriously to sur-

mount its crisis.
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any people flock to
the city of Aden,
mainly during the
Eid vacations to
enjoy its beauty and

nice climate. I dropped to Aden dur-
ing this Eid holiday. I was full of hope
and optimism while going around
with my wife and kids in the streets of
the city. I remembered what Robert
Hundle, former World Bank country
representative, told me when I inter-
viewed him some years ago. He said
that Yemen’s future lies in Aden and
its port which was during the British
rule the second important port in the
world. Hundle was questioning and
showing worry over the future of the
country after the oil runs out. He
stressed   it is only the investment of
the Aden port that can be a potential
source of income. 

This is completely true as the port
can be a good source of income to the
country’s national economy if atten-
tion is given to it by the people in
charge. Aden, as city of civilized peo-
ple, has a promising   future. I have
seen and felt that during my last visit,
maybe because of the wonderful
weather which gave the chance to
explore the beauty of the city.
However, everybody can really notice
and feel the change that city is going
through. It is growing and expanding;
it is also becoming cleaner and clean-
er for which we should give a round
of applause to the hardworking gover-
nor Yahia al-Shuaibi. 

Truly, the man needs the thanks and
support of all for his good job to be
able to work further. But, the man
who commands the respect of a lot of
the people nationwide can not work
further without having the support of
the big guys at the power center. Al-
Shuaibi should be given the authority
to whip out all illegal constructions
built by influential guys who do not
respect any law expect that of power
and influence. We have heard a lot of
stories about the looting of big chunks
of land by military and tribal figures
even in important positions on the sea
shore. This chaos of building without
following the design of the city and
looting of pieces of lands of the ordi-
nary citizens should stop. Also, the
constructions in the new areas of the
city should be done according to
designs and not randomly.

One of the reasons why the World
Bank cut its support to Yemen by 34%
is that the failure of the government to
create a good environment for invest-
ment. Yes, investments guys. There is
no way for this people to improve
their living standards expect through
foreign investments operating in the
country. The regime should not bet on
the support of the donors or the join-
ing of the Gulf Cooperation Council.
It should work harder to bring foreign
investments into the country. This, of
course, will not take place without the
rule of law, fair and independent judi-
ciary and security. Foreign investors
need to feel that their money safe. 

As I said earlier, everybody see the
promising future of Aden which can
concretize, if the people in charge
work to that end. Let us cross our fin-
gers in the hope that our officials are
now more aware of this fact and work
accordingly.

Another point that I would like to
strike here is the harassment exercised
by some policemen against the peo-
ple. I visited Taiz before the Eid.
While   I was driving my car with the
company of my wife and little daugh-
ter, I was chased up by a police car
which I was not aware of. The police-
men stopped me and asked me to step
down from car. I was asked to follow
them to the car which I refused before
knowing why. The guy said: “we have
reports on a missing car.” I showed
him the ownership documents and
even my press card. They left. I
thought they were right and doing
their job. But, the people in the area
complained to me the harassment of
the same car moving around in
Kalabah and Usaifrah areas, mainly at
night. They stop everybody driving a
car with a woman and start question-
ing about the identity of her and their
relationship or sometimes use “we
have reports on a missing car” phrase
the people are getting familiar with. 

I believe you agree   this nuisance is
illegal. Policemen do not have the
right to stop people and start asking
about their identity for nothing but to
blackmail. The minister of interior
and security officer of Taiz should
stop such practice which gives a very
bad impression about their policemen
who forget about their real business in
providing security to the citizens and
turn to act like highwaymen.

Aden: the potential
of promising city

By: Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi

mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
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By: Ralf Dahrendorf

II
n the last two decades, the world
as a whole has gotten richer, but,
while some national economies
have advanced sharply, others
have fallen farther behind. The

increase in aggregate wealth has not led
to the abolition, or even reduction, of
poverty.

Much the same is true within coun-
tries. Almost everywhere, globalization
has produced both a new class of multi-
millionaires and an underclass compris-
ing people who are not just poor in the
statistical sense of earning less than half
the national average, but who are
excluded from opportunities that are
supposed to be open to all.
Globalization’s dynamism has benefit-
ed many, but it has also increased
inequality.

Is that necessarily a bad thing? There
are many who think so. In fact, entire
countries have a built-in egalitarian
streak. They dislike the business lead-
ers who take home huge sums even
when they fail, and they hate to see
poor and excluded people in their
midst. 

But, while it is comfortable to live in
the social-democratic world of
Scandinavia, Germany, and other
European countries, many of them have

purchased their equality on credit from
future generations.

Moreover, an egalitarian climate
does not promote innovation and a
sense of dynamic development.
Creative individuals tend to leave soci-
eties in which there is strong pressure
not to be different. Inequality is not
merely compatible with freedom, but is
often a result of and stimulus for free-
dom.

Is that the choice we have to make
then: freedom or equality? Things are
not quite so simple. A free society rec-
ognizes two limits to economic and
general inequality. Both raise quite dif-
ficult practical questions, though they
are clear in principle. 

Inequality is incompatible with free-
dom if it limits individuals’ chances of
participation in the political communi-
ty, in the market, and in civil society. At
the lower end of the social scale, this
raises the old and vexing question of
equality of opportunity. What is clear is
that everyone must have access to elec-
tions and political parties, to education
and the labor market, and to the associ-
ations of civil society. 

In short, citizenship in the full sense
of the word requires basic rights and the
ability to enforce them. It also requires
a basic economic status, including an
income guarantee, which can be pro-

vided in a variety of ways.
One difficult question is where,

exactly, to draw the line that defines the
basic status to which all citizens are
entitled. In most countries, it should
probably be higher than it is now.
Another difficult question is how the
basic status is to be guaranteed. The
debate about individual income supple-
ments versus general public services
has become lively everywhere. It may
well be resolved with different answers
that accord with different countries’ tra-
ditions, although tax credits and similar
additions to people’s incomes are more
compatible with free societies.

At the upper end of the social and
economic scale, a different issue arises.
Many people object to business man-
agers who take away in pay, bonuses,
and stock options hundreds of millions
of dollars from their companies.
Indeed, there is a legitimate question
whether the behavior of today’s capital-
ists promotes the general acceptance of
capitalism. But individual wealth
becomes a problem only if and when it
can be used to restrict others’ chances
of participation.

When wealth turns into unchecked
power, something must be done to
restrict it. What has come to be called
money laundering, that is, the attempt
to turn illicit gains into legitimate rich-

es, provides one example of the need
for action. There are others, including
the question of inheritance taxes, which
have long been regarded as a necessary
component of a free society.

Nevertheless, while a free society
recognizes limits to inequality, it also
accepts that inequality exists, for it pro-
vides hope for many by showing what
one might achieve with ability and luck
– or perhaps even luck alone. Inequality
adds color and variety to societies; it is
one of the marks of lively, flexible, and
innovative countries. It is thus not bad
in itself, even if its excesses must be
capped in the name of citizenship for
all. 

Social exclusion and personalized
power through wealth are always unac-
ceptable. But if we want freedom, then
social and economic inequalities are a
legitimate, and necessary, price to pay.

Ralf Dahrendorf, author of numerous
books and a former European
Commissioner from Germany, is a
member of the British House of Lords,
a former Rector of the London School
of Economics, and a former Warden of
St. Antony’s College, Oxford.

Copyright: Project Syndicate/Institute
for Human Sciences, 2006.
www.project-syndicate.org

Inequality and discontent

By: Mohammed Khidhr

Sharonʼs brain X-rayed



By: Joseph S. Nye
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ussia began 2006 by

cutting off natural gas

exports to Ukraine after

its government refused

to pay a fourfold

increase in the subsidized price. The

crisis in Ukraine, many of whose

Soviet-era industries depend on cheap

Russian gas, soon spread to Europe,

which consumes 80% of Russian gas

exports, when Ukraine began to divert

gas from the pipeline that crosses its

territory.

Ironically, 2006 is also the year that

Russia takes over the chair of the

Group of Eight industrialized countries,

which is set to meet in Moscow this

spring. The improbable theme that

Russian President Vladimir Putin chose

for the conference is energy security.  

Even though it is no longer a global

superpower, Russia’s vast oil and gas

reserves make it an energy superpower,

and Putin seems intent on playing that

card. Oil provides somewhat less

economic power than gas because it is

a fungible commodity, and

interruptions of supply can be made up

by purchases on world markets. But gas

is expensive to transport, for it depends

on costly pipelines or gas liquefaction

facilities that cannot be replaced

quickly when flows are interrupted.

Gas provides a tempting form of

leverage, and Russia had already used

it against Georgia, Latvia, Lithuania,

and Moldova. But when Gazprom, the

Russian state gas monopoly, followed

Putin’s instructions to turn off the

spigot to Ukraine, Russia crossed a new

threshold.

At first glance, this looks like a

classic case of a large country bullying

a small country into submission. As

Thucydides put it in his history of the

Peloponnesian War, “The strong do as

they will and the weak suffer what they

must.” 

Russia had supported the losing side

in Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution” a

year ago, and it was time for payback.

But, as it turned out, Putin miscalculed.

He underestimated both Ukraine’s

leverage as the primary conduit for

Russian gas exports to Europe and

Europe’s influence as the major

consumer of Russian gas. In the

process, he damaged Russia’s

reputation as a reliable supplier of

natural gas.

The result was a hastily patched

together deal in which Russia and

Ukraine each gave ground on price, and

a shadowy Swiss-based company half-

owned by Gazprom rolled supplies of

cheap gas from Turkmenistan into the

equation. Some analysts, as well as

former Ukrainian prime minister Yuliya

Tymoshenko, raised accusations of

corruption against the company,

RosUkrEnergo.

But, charges of corruption aside, this

outcome indicates that gas is not such

an easy source of hard economic power

as it would first appear. Some

economists argue that there is little

power in relationships where buyers

and sellers consent to a price that clears

a market. However, in cases where

buyers and sellers are not equally

dependent upon the relationship, the

greater vulnerability of the more

dependent party can be used as a source

of coercive power by the less

dependent party. Russia thought it was

less dependent than Ukraine, and

decided to exercise that power. 

But it is one thing to hold the high

hand in a game that you play only once.

For the game to go on indefinitely, you

must maintain the trust of the other

players. In other words, the shadow of

the future suggests that a moderate

strategy is best.

Russia quickly discovered that its

threats against Ukraine were too costly

to its reputation as a reliable supplier

for Europe. When considered in this

wider European context, there was

more symmetry in the Russia-Ukraine

energy relationship than the simple

numbers on energy dependence

implied at first glance.

Where does this leave Europe’s

energy security? Germany’s

Economics Minister, Michael Glos, has

said that Russia’s questionable

dependability means that the time has

come to explore other energy sources .

That will not be easy. Gas provides

nearly a quarter of Europe’s energy,

compared to 14% for nuclear power.

Even if governments rethink their ban

on new nuclear plants, accelerate

development of windmills and solar

panels, and search for new gas supplies,

Europe will remain dependent on

Russian gas for more than a decade.

At the same time, as Europe’s largest

consumer of Russian gas, Germany has

built its hopes for energy security on

developing a rich web of economic ties

with Russia. Former Chancellor

Gerhard Schroeder even became chair

of a Russian-German consortium to

build a new gas pipeline from Russia to

Germany. But, as the Ukraine episode

indicates, pipelines dedicated to a

single country may be less reliable than

those that run through several

countries. 

If Russia is going to throw its weight

around, it is better to have allies among

those affected. The key to energy

security is diversity – of pipelines as

well as sources of supply. Small

neighbors without options will suffer,

but Europe may not. 

In the end, the next decade will be

marked by a delicate balance in which

Europe remains dependent on Russian

gas, but Russia’s need for export

revenues will also make it dependent

on Europe. The lesson from the

Ukraine episode is that while Russia is

less of a gas superpower than it would

appear, Europe would be wise for to

start building greater diversity into the

energy relationship.

Joseph S. Nye is a professor at

Harvard’s Kennedy School of

Government. His latest book is The

Power Game: A Washington Novel.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2006. 

www.project-syndicate.org
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The chimera of 
Russia’s gas power

By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali
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bsence of senior gov-

ernment officials par-

ticularly reduces

administrative per-

formance quality and

encourages further expansion of

already widespread corruption inside

Yemeni government establishments.

Many people complain that officials’

absence from work affects public

services productivity, especially eco-

nomic institutions.

Oddly enough, some influential

executive managers at government

establishments consider public serv-

ice as a gift granted them by the state

because they are ruling party affili-

ates. Consequently, this attitude dou-

bles corruption in those establish-

ments, leading to impeded production

and declining economic activities in

the country.

Despite the Civil Service

Ministry’s effort to modernize admin-

istration and implement an adminis-

trative and financial reform program,

official sources recently pointed out

that 246 government officials in sen-

ior administrative posts inside the

Capital Secretariat were absent after

Eid Al-Adha holidays ended January

14. Sources in the Civil Service

Ministry’s Monitoring and Inspection

Department noted that punitive meas-

ures will be taken against the absen-

tees. They explained that three day’s

wages will be deducted from senior

administrative officials’ salaries for

being absent January 15, the first

work day after the Eid, and a two-day

salary deduction from those absent

the second work day, January 16.

As for other government institu-

tions, the highest proportion of senior

administrative official absence was at

the Ministry of Expatriate Affairs,

where 19 senior officials were absent

the two days after Eid. In second

place were officials at the General

Authority for Martyrs Affairs, regis-

tering 16 senior officials absent, and

in third place were 14 senior execu-

tive managers absent in the Ministry

of Health and Population.

According to official statistics on

the number of administrative leader-

ship absentees in government institu-

tions inside the Capital Secretariat

January 15 and 16, the minimum per-

centage was recorded in four govern-

ment institutions: the Heritage Fund,

the Ministry of Electricity, the

Capital Mayoralty and Al-Thawra

Establishment for Press. They each

averaged one absent senior official. 

The absenteeism phenomenon of

senior government officials usually is

repeated on ordinary work days and

national holidays. This type of negli-

gence is widespread in some public

services and productive authorities

and consequently, hinders produc-

tion, work activity development and

export development. Some senior

officials mistakenly deem their posts

a gift offered them by the state in

return for their partisan services. This

wrong assumption impedes develop-

ment, keeps Yemen backward and

negatively affects the country’s rev-

enues and gross product.

Absenteeism at state 

institutions doubles corruption

AA
uthorities presently are
in the process of
c o m p l e t i n g
construction of an iron
and steel plant in the

city of Rayan, 50 kilometers northeast
of Mukalla in Hadramout
governorate. The project occupies an
area of 180,000 square meters at a
total cost of $26 million. The
project’s first batch of equipment and
machines is scheduled for March
delivery in Mukalla port. This
investment activity comes at a time
when Yemen needs iron and steel
products due to increased
consumption of such products by
public and private sector
establishments, in line with
noticeable building and construction
growth throughout Yemen.

Omar Abdulrahman Bajarsh,
chairman of the board of directors of
Hadramout Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, said, “The $26 million
project is financed by a number of
Yemeni investors and expected to
begin production by the end of this
year.” The factory’s initial production

capacity is expected to be 120,000
tons, rising to 300,000 tons annually
by completion of the project’s future
stages. The factory is designed to
produce construction steel bars of
differing diameters, steel used in
hangar construction and various other
steel structures. Factory production
will meet the needs of Hadramout and
nearby governorates. In its first
phase, the factory will employ 300
domestic workers.

The factory is one of the strategic
investments established in
Hadramout governorate and it will be
managed with high western
technology expertise. This investment
project is among this year’s other
Hadramout projects, including a
cement plant, oil refinery and two
residential and tourist cities in Durat
Al-Mukalla and Jawharat Al-
Mukalla.

Bajarsh believes the increased
demand for investment in Hadramout
is a product of efforts made by the
Hadramout Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in domestic and
international promotion of investment

projects. Yemeni businessmen and
contractors previously criticized the
government for increased iron prices,
which is imported from abroad,
especially from Turkey. They said
iron prices were too high for
consumers trying to build houses or
small businesses for cereals,
commercial goods or water storage.

A report prepared by a branch of
the General Authority for Investment
in Hadramout desert and valley
recently indicated that several
factories will be constructed in the
governorate this year, such a date
packaging plant in Sayoun, a drug
plant and factories for marble and red
brick. The report was presented to the
Hadramout valley and desert
executive bureau at its regular session
to review floundering projects.

The bureau studied a brief account
of the district’s 2006 investment
program for the third five-year plan
of development and poverty
alleviation. The program aims to
achieve sustainable development
rates, besides economic and social
development aspects, as well as
improve living standards and create
new job opportunities. It also aims to
enhance partnership with local
development donors and partners and
take advantage of available
investment privileges and investment
opportunities, besides encouraging
private sector development.

Iron and steel factory 
project underway in Rayan

An iron and steel factory. 

Despite the end of Eid Al-Adha holidays, 295 public

sector executive managers were absent from govern-

ment offices, disrupting public services.

Iron and steel factory’s targeted annual pro-

duction capacity is 300,000 tons. Phase one of

production is to employ 300 workers from the

domestic workforce.

In some government institutions, offices are almost empty because of employeesʼ absence from work even after the
end of Eid holidays.

Joseph S. Nye
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n his poem, Poetry “As It Seems
to Me”, Ali Abdurrahman
Jahhaf clearly spells out what
poetry means to him: 

If my feelings do not dance to a
poem, 

And if its discourse and rhythm, my
ears are not pleased by.

Then poetry it is not, and  call it
whatever you want, 

Except that poetry, which is sought
by all nations.

Poetry is then that which excites my
sides1,

And removes from my soul depres-
sion and pain 

…
And rejuvenates me with  feelings

and enriches my pleasures
And creates in me the smile, which

did not hence exist.
Yes, for Jahhaf poetry was indeed

his way of enriching his life, but the
enrichment he made to our lives by his
poetry is even more worth citing.
What is also worth citing is that Jahhaf
not only recited his poetry to enrich
Yemeni literature, but also to deliver a
spiritual message to his people (the
Yemeni people, his nation (the Arab
nation) and to deliver a message of
peace and justice to the world at large.
He wrote several poems addressing his
people advising them to safeguard
their spiritual heritage and not to be
suckered into falling in love with the
mundane.  He points out time and
again that it is through an ongoing one
to one relationship with God that hap-
piness can come here in this world and
in the world to come.  His religious
devotion was not a tendency to lean
towards the extreme, but a moderate
conviction based on reasoning and
logic:  if one is not convinced by reli-
gious ordinance, then one cannot be
faithful, as God would want one to be.
The cause that Jahhaf adopted was the
removal of oppression and injustice
and the cause was a universal one for
him.  Even his praises for Hezbollah in
his poetry can be seen as a praise for
those who sacrifice their lives for the
freedom of their land, for the defeat of
the arrogant aggressor, who has been
reputed to be an unbeatable tiger,
amidst a  nation that has forgotten its
honor and devotion to its cause.
Jahhaf sees Hezbollah, as a link in the
long line of those who have sacrificed
their lives for a different world that
their children should live in:  a world
free from plunderers who have come
from afar to take that which is not
theirs and to do so with tortuous agony
to anyone who may stand in their way.
Like all Arabs and most Moslems, the
victory of Hezbollah is Southern
Lebanon was a respite amidst so much
failure by an Arab leadership that has
forgotten its root, a leadership that has
forgotten that it also must have a cause

to uphold and defend, or else all it can
ever expect to see is failure:

Thanks to those who told Tel Aviv
“no”!

Is not that the word of the honest,
courageous and the adamant. 

Thanks to those who defeated arro-
gance, 

And destroyed the  saying about the
enemy, 

That they are the invincible.
Thanks to those from whom we have

learned 
That the tigers of Tel Aviv are just

paper tigers.
This may sound unpleasant to many

a western ear, but this is how most
Arabs viewed the victory of Hezbollah
in driving the Israelis out of Southern
Lebanon and for most Arabs, the
Israelis are viewed with the same dis-
dain that the American right wing
views Al-Qaeda terrorists.  After all,
the Israelis are the plunderers of the
Holy Land, as most Arabs and
Moslems see them. Notwithstanding
the phony peace which is being  sold to
most Arab leaders by the United States
and her Allies, with a lot more persist-
ence from the former, without justice
and without disciplining the Israelis
there can be no peace.  Poets have
always echoed how the Arabs “in the
street’ really feel about events at home
and in the world, and it should be
expected that Jahhaf would not be any
different from the Syrian poet, Nazar
Qabbani, who also echoed the feelings
of most Arabs in their contempt for
their leaders and in the pleading to
God to relieve them from all the frus-
trations of defeat and foreign plunder
of their land, their resources and even
their own way of living.

Finally, we come to some of the
verses in which Jahhaf reveals his uni-
versal inclinations.  The poem is called
“Let Us Pray”:

For a world full of love and faith
that enjoys happiness and prosperity.

For justice to exist to rise  and the
nights of sufferings to end!

Let us pray, my brothers2, so that
the air of brotherhood in our lives
shall prevail.

Let us pray, my brother in humanity,,
to God, who raised the sky.

For a world, wherein no beasts of
the jungle3 live, void of fear with
abundant growth.

Wherein men shall not oppress
brother men, or in which violence has
no place in life and by which life is not
ridiculed.

Let us pray my brothers, for a world
wherein peace, joy are not threatened
by wretchedness;

A world free of arms of destruction
and all the tools  of annihilation.

Let us pray to the Creator of life,
Who ordained the law for his creation.

So that men, under  the shadow of
the Lord, may enjoy with all their
upheld rights.

1 I.e., literally, my rib cage (the chest).
2 In mankind.
3 The barbarians of men.

The Full Poetic Collection

(final part)

By: Abu Al-Kalmah Al-Tayyibah

Translated by Edward FitzGerald
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“How sweet is mortal

sovranty”!-think some:

Others;”How blest the

paradise to come!”

Ah, take the cash in hand

and waive the rest;

Oh, the brave music of a

distant drum!

By: Ali Al-Qadhi
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ilgrims travel to Mecca,
Saudi Arabia, to perform the
pilgrimage rituals. They
visit the holy shrines and
circle the Kaaba. When they

leave their homes, their families say
goodbye to them, remaining on tenter-
hooks until they return. Last week,
Yemeni pilgrims began pouring back
by air, land and sea and were received
warmly.

Haj Mohammed Hussein, 72, was
received at a Sana’a bus station by his
children, grandchildren and many
other relatives. They had been sitting

until the bus arrived from Saudi
Arabia. Seeing him descend from the
bus, they hastened to hug him with
expressions of extreme joy overcoming
their faces. The old man was supposed
to have come a day earlier, but was
delayed. Some others looked around
for their returning relatives, but might
have to wait for some time. Haj
Hussein and his family got into a pick-
up truck and set off for their village in
Dhamar province.

It is interesting the way pilgrims are
hailed and welcomed. The joyous
heartening reception at the bus stop is
not the end of the welcome package.

Fireworks and gunfire
When vehicles set off, passengers
begin chanting verses of folk poetry
recited in a chorus. Greeters also use
fireworks and noisemakers used at
weddings to add flavor to the pilgrim’s
reception.

“We should celebrate the return of
our pilgrims,” said 25-year-old Ibrahim
Al-Maqdashi. “It is a well-established
tradition that a pilgrim must be hailed
when he or she arrives.”

Large quantities of fireworks are
used, guns are fired into the air in rural
areas and a festival marks the occasion.

When the pilgrim arrives at the vil-
lage, they slaughter goats or sheep and

make a feast served to villagers to
honor the returnee. Afterward, they
gather in their sheikh’s large sitting
room and listen attentively to the pil-
grim’s narration of his journey to the
sacred land. Women pilgrims do not
gather with men but sit with their fel-
low women in a separate place.

Pilgrims most often distribute
rosaries, hats and other tokens bought
in Mecca to their relatives.

According to 30-year-old Ali
Ahmed, the reason for this extraordi-
nary reception is, “In the past, going to
Mecca was a very difficult task that
entailed undergoing many difficulties
such as fatigue, travel expense, food,
etc. There also was the risk of being
robbed by highwaymen. Only a few
people could perform these holy rites.
They had to prepare a lot of money to
spend on the several-month trip by
selling part of their lands or proper-
ties.”

He continued, “Thus, people held
those who performed the pilgrimage in
much respect and regarded them as
very fortunate and pious. On the depar-
ture day, villagers would accompany
departing pilgrims for some distance.
While pilgrims were gone, their fami-
lies and relatives would wait impatient-
ly until they came back safely.”

Although today’s pilgrimage doesn’t
require as much effort as it did in the
past, people still highly respect pil-
grims because, after all, they are lucky
enough to have performed one of
Islam’s five fundamental pillars and
visited the holy shrines.

Stampedes don’t frighten pilgrims
Pilgrims consider themselves martyrs
and wish to die in Mecca. Although a
stampede may be a good reason for rel-
atives to worry, pilgrims do not worry
much about it. Haj Qayid Abdullah
said he would be lucky to meet his fate
in Mecca because it would bring him
eternal happiness in Paradise.
However, he admitted that a Muslim
shouldn’t intentionally put himself in
harm’s way because that would be
committing suicide, which is forbidden
in Islam. The risk of stampedes adds to
the impatience of relatives and, hence,
to the warmth of the returnee’s recep-
tion.

The swing tradition
The swing is a game children like.
However, this same game is used by
grownups as well. It is interesting to
note that it also is associated with the
solemn religious ritual of pilgrimage.

After pilgrims leave for Mecca, fam-
ilies at home set up a swing either
indoors, in their garden or in a nearby
public yard, especially in Sana’a. They
swing until the pilgrims return, chanti-
ng poetic verses that verbalize their
emotions and feelings. The swing’s
rhythmic movement symbolically rep-
resents the relatives’ inner unrest, anx-
iety and longing for the absent pilgrim.
The pilgrim’s clothes sometimes are
hung on the swing. People also make
sure the swing is strong enough, as it’s
a bad omen if it breaks.

Heritage conservation activists
worry this tradition may disappear.
With modern telecommunications,
people can now know about the safety
and conditions of their pilgrims.
Unlike the past, today there is a nation-
al television team following pilgrims’
movements, reporting on their situa-
tion and airing short interviews with
some of them. Moreover, there are cas-
settes in the market containing songs
and anthems expressing the emotional
state of relatives, thus giving them
some solace.

Unquestionably, performing the pil-
grimage once in his or her lifetime is
every Muslim’s duty, if capable, but
some do it more than once. Many pil-
grims are old people who hope to erase
their record of misdeeds and gain
God’s blessings, forgiveness and
mercy. Nevertheless, the young are
similarly committed and make up a
good portion of the congregation.

It is important to note that the social
traditions associated with this religious
ritual are remarkable, as they show the
spirit of togetherness and intimacy
among Muslims and exhibit a facet of
Yemen’s long-lived social conventions.

Pilgrims’ homecoming
met with kinsmen’s joy

Yemeni pilgrims return home after performing the pilgrimage rituals.

They are received with firecrackers and homely celebrations.

Children swing until the pilgrims return home.



12 23 Januar23 Januaryy, 2006, 2006 AdvertisementAdvertisement



Yemen Times would like to bring

to your attention that in last issue

number 913, there was a mistake

in confusing names of Dr. Noman

with Dr.Al-Shihari in the picture

captions and quotations. We

apologies for any inconvenience

this may have caused.

* Dr. Noman “If mar-
ket need is met with
appropriate quality
and price, the smug-
gler and the forger
will be defeated in a
natural manner.”

HealthHealth 1323 Januar23 Januaryy, 2006, 2006

By Henry I. Miller

TT
he issues surrounding the
possibility of a pandemic of
the H5N1 strain of avian flu
are extraordinarily com-
plex, encompassing medi-

cine, epidemiology, virology, and even
politics and ethics. Moreover, there is
tremendous uncertainty about exactly
when H5N1, which now primarily
affects birds, might mutate into a form
that is transmissible between humans,
and how infectious and lethal it might
be.

It is thus hardly surprising that com-
mentaries about avian flu often miss the
mark. A recent New York Times editori-
al, for example, decried wealthy coun-
tries’ “me first” attitude toward a possi-
ble H5N1 pandemic, because “[t]he
best hope of stopping a pandemic, or at
least buying time to respond, is to
improve surveillance and health prac-
tices in East Africa and Asia, where one
would probably begin.”

To be sure, good surveillance is need-
ed in order to obtain early warning that
a strain of H5N1 flu transmissible
between humans has been detected, so
that nations around the world can rapid-
ly initiate a variety of public health
measures, including a program to pro-
duce large amounts of vaccine against
that strain. But the massive undertaking
required to “improve health practices in
the poorest countries of the world”
plays better on the editorial page than
on the ground. 

Intensive animal husbandry proce-
dures that place billions of poultry and
swine in close proximity to humans,
combined with unsanitary conditions,
poverty, and grossly inadequate public
health infrastructure of all kinds, make
it unlikely that a pandemic can be pre-
vented or contained at the source. It is
noteworthy that China’s chaotic effort
to vaccinate 14 billion chickens has
been compromised by counterfeit vac-
cines and the absence of protective gear
for vaccination teams, which might
actually spread disease by carrying
fecal material on their shoes from one
farm to another.

In theory, it is possible to contain a
flu pandemic in its early stages by per-
forming “ring prophylaxis” – using
anti-flu drugs and quarantine aggres-
sively to isolate relatively small out-
breaks of a human-to-human transmis-
sible strain of H5N1. According to
Johns Hopkins University virologist
Donald S. Burke, “it may be possible to
identify a human outbreak at the earliest
stage, while there are fewer than 100

cases, and deploy international
resources – such as a WHO stockpile of
antiviral drugs – to rapidly quench it.
This ‘tipping point’ strategy is highly
cost-effective.” 

However, a strategy can be “cost-
effective” only if it is feasible. Although
ring prophylaxis might work in
Minneapolis, Toronto, or Zurich, in the
parts of the world where flu pandemics
begin, the probability of success
approaches zero. In places like
Vietnam, Indonesia, and China – where
the pandemic strain will likely originate
– expertise, coordination, discipline,
and infrastructure are lacking.

The response in Turkey – where as
many as 50 possible cases have
appeared in the eastern part of the coun-
try – is instructive. Officials in that
region warned the government on
December 16 of a surge in bird deaths,
but it took 12 days for an investigation
to begin. When a fourteen-year-old boy
became Turkey’s first avian flu mortali-
ty last week (soon followed by two sib-
lings), a government spokesman criti-
cized doctors for mentioning the disease
because they were “damaging Turkey’s
reputation.” This is ominously reminis-
cent of China’s initial response to SARS
in 2003.

For now, it seems that all of the
human H5N1 infections have been con-
tracted from contact with infected poul-
try. But the situation in Turkey is what
the outbreak of a human to human pan-
demic could look like at its earliest
stages: the rapid spread of confirmed
cases (and deaths) from an initial site to
nearby villages and cities. We would
expect to see a large number of illness-
es among both employees and patients
in hospitals where the victims are treat-
ed, and soon someone (perhaps even a
carrier who is not ill) would spread it to
Ankara, Istanbul, Tbilisi, Damascus,

Baghdad, and beyond. 
The anti-flu drugs Tamiflu and

Relenza are extremely expensive and in
short supply. History suggests that if we
were to make these drugs available to
poor countries for ring prophylaxis,
they would often be administered
improperly – such as in sub-optimal
doses – in a way that would promote
viral resistance and only intensify a
pandemic. Or perhaps they would be
sold on the black market to enrich cor-
rupt government officials.

A politically incorrect but rational
strategy would be for rich countries to
devote resources to developing coun-
tries primarily for surveillance. They
would obtain timely warning of the
existence of an H5N1 strain that is
transmissible from human to human,
but would focus the vast majority of
their funding on parallel, low- and high-
tech approaches – vaccines, drugs, and
other public health measures – that
would primarily benefit themselves.

If the pandemic were to begin rela-
tively soon – say, within a year or two –
there would be little that could be done
to attenuate significantly the first wave
of infections. But, if we’re ready to rush
the pandemic strain into an emergency
program to manufacture vaccine, we
could possibly blunt the second wave.

A flu pandemic will require triage on
many levels, including not only deci-
sions about which patients are likely to
benefit from scarce commodities such
as drugs, vaccines, and ventilators, but
also broader public policy choices about
how best – among, literally, a world of
possibilities – to expend resources.

Henry Miller is a physician and fellow
at the Hoover Institution and the
Competitive Enterprise Institute. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2006.

Hard truths 
about bird flu

The Small Enterprise Development Fund (SEDF), a governmental financial 

institution applying private business principles, seeks a  

Personal Assistant to the Executive Technical Manager

Responsibilities
• Managing the office of the Executive Technical Manager, including handling all administrative 

tasks of the office

• Support the Executive Technical Manager in the daily work

• Independent and timely follow up of all tasks and initiatives of the Executive Technical 

Manager

• Independent Internet research and following up new developments in the banking business

• Translation Arabic – English and vice versa

• Preparing documents in English and Arabic with MS Office applications, especially Excel and 

Power point

• Developing and maintaining the filing system

• Communicating on a daily basis with the Senior Management

• Close cooperation with and supporting the other departments of SEDF

Qualifications/Requirements:
• Bachelors or Masters Degree in Administration (or similar field) or BA or MA Degree in 

English

• At least two years relevant work experience, work experience in an international environment 

would be an asset

• Fluent in English and Arabic, oral and written

• Very good knowledge of MS office, especially Excel and Power Point and Internet Research

• Strong communication skills, well organized and hard working

Though SEDF is a governmental institution, SEDF hires on private contract base. 

For more information about SEDF please visit the homepage: http://www.sedf-yemen.com

If you are interested, please send your application in English only and with your salary expectations 

(in YRL), preferred as Email, but also paper mail or fax are accepted, to:

Hisham Al-Hakimi, Human Resource Manager

Email: HRDept@sedf-yemen.com or 

SEDF

Hisham Al-Hakimi, Human Resource Manager

P.O. Box 15233

Sana’a 

Fax: 01 500474

For inquiries before sending your application please call Hisham Al-Hakimi, Tel. no. 01 

260642/3, ext. 106 or 733778604.

Deadline for sending the application is 10 days after publication.

Please refrain from calling after sending the application. Please note that only short listed 

candidates will be contacted. Interviews will be held the second half of Jan. 2006, latest the 

first half of Feb. 2006.

By: Amel Mohammed Ariqi
amel11ariqi@yahoo

TT
hree months ago, 35-year-
old Ahmed Alzaidi saved his
neighbors’ lives when he put
out a fire that flared up in
their cottage. He got three

children and their mother out of the
cottage; however, he couldn’t protect
himself from the heat of the flames. He
was taken from his home in Marib to Al-
Jumhuri Hospital in Sana'a where he
passed away. “He died because of lack of
medicine and health care in the hospital,”
his brother said sadly. “However, he was
not the only one suffering burn
pains…There are a lot,” he added.

Victims every day
Alzaidi is one of many victims who die

from burn-related injuries. Dr. Saleh
Alaidhani, deputy director of Al-
Jumhuri’s burn and disfigure treatment
center, confirmed that the hospital daily
receives many patients suffering
disfigurement resulting from burn
accidents. “Eighty-five to 90 percent of
patients are victims of a gas leak leading
to an outbreak of fire. Hot liquids, direct
contact with hot liquids, hot solids,
caustic chemicals and electricity are other
causes leading to burn injuries,” he said.
“Most victims are from rural regions,” he
added.

Two centers
According to Alaidhani, the Al-

Jumhuri center has 24 beds in addition to
surgery and intensive care. He confessed
the center’s capacity is not enough to
receive all patients. “We receive only the
emergency cases whose injuries are
within the first 48 hours. Patients who
arrive later and suffer heat destruction of
the skin and infection, mostly are sent to
a hospital that has a section, containing
40 beds, for this purpose,” he said.

The Al-Jumhuri center has three
departments: men’s, women’s and
children’s. Most victims are women.

Alaidhani said there are no specialized
burn centers in Yemen except his and
another in Taiz. Both centers are new and
need expert staff. “Despite the fact that,
internationally, for every three million
people, there is supposed to be a special
center to treat emergency burn cases. The
center must be connected with hospitals
in the same region containing at least 10
sections ready to receive these victims,”
he said. “In Yemen, where more 19
million people live, there are just two
centers,” he added.

One killer
Gas leaks cause many victims’

injuries. Three such victims were in the
women’s department.

The plight of 26-year-old Warda was
very serious. She couldn’t see, hear or
speak. Her blind mother was the only one

to tell her daughter’s story. “My daughter
is the mother of four children. We live in
a village. When my daughter was injured,
we traveled a long distance on a very
long road and spent a long time reaching
this center, since there is no doctor
specialized in treating burns.”

Chief of nurses Abdulkhaliq described
Warda’s situation as “very serious” in
that 93 percent of her body is burned.
“We have no idea yet if she can survive,”
he added.

Asia, 28, is the mother of four
children. She insisted she didn’t smell the
gas when she struck a match to cook
dinner. “It took three hours to reach this
center,” she said.

When she arrived, she suffered great
pain, as her burns exceeded 83 percent,
according to Abdulkhaliq. “Her survival
is a miracle,” he added.

Fatama, 17, was luckier, according to

Abdulkhaliq, since she hurt only her
hands “She will go home soon,” he
noted.

Alaidhani said many victims insist
they don’t know how to deal with a gas
leak. “Most victims are women who cook
using gas. Because of the lack of
awareness, most women have no idea
how to act in such circumstances.”

Other killers
Hamdi, age 3, was injured while

playing beside firewood his mother used
for cooking. Abdulsalam, age 4, was
injured by hot liquids, whereas 35-year-
old maintenance worker Ismail was
injured by electricity. “There are no
safety programs that can significantly
reduce the incidence of burn injuries in
Yemen. Mass media does not play an
effective role in this regard.”

According to Alaidhani, national

television and radio programs, whose
audiences are mostly from rural regions,
do not provide enough information in this
regard.

Disappointment and stress 
Abdulkhaliq noted the depression and

hopelessness many victims experience,
particularly women, who are terrified of
the marks and deformity that burns leave. 

Alaidhani mentioned the importance
of psychological treatment, saying,
“Psychological treatment must be
associated with physical treatment,
particularly for burn victims. Such
treatment will help to raise their spirits
and reflect positively on their condition.

“Unfortunately, the center has no
psychologists. There are also no
specialists in natural therapy to
rehabilitate patients,” he added.

Also a burn and plastic surgery
consultant, Alaidhani confessed that
plastic surgery is very new in Yemen and
field experts are very few. “However, the
most important thing victims arrive is to
treat infection, the most common cause
of death for extensively burned victims,
as bodily fluids and minerals are lost
through the wound. The heart, lungs,
liver and kidneys are affected by
infection and fluid loss, so we focus on
saving victims’ lives first.”

Treatment 
Burn treatment, as Abdulkhaliq said,

depends on the extent of burns. Burns
covering 15 percent or less of the body’s
surface usually are treated by removing
dead tissue, dressing with antibiotic

cream and administering oral pain
medication. Burns of 15 to 25 percent
often require hospitalization to provide
intravenous fluids and avoid
complications. Burns of more than 25
percent usually are treated in specialized
burn centers where aggressive surgical
management is directed toward early skin
grafting and avoiding complications such
as dehydration, pneumonia, kidney
failure and infection. Pain control with
intravenous narcotics frequently is
required. The markedly increased
metabolic rate of severely burned
patients requires high-protein nutritional
supplements given orally and
intravenously. Extensive scarring from
deep burns may cause disfigurement and
limited joint movement. Therefore,
plastic surgery often is required to reduce
scarring effects.

Abdulkhaliq also noted the stress he
and his center colleagues felt due to staff
shortages. “We are only four nurses in
this center, working 24 hours a day,
trying to cover the needs of patients.”

More is needed 
It is difficult to find studies focusing on

Yemeni burn victims, as there are no
prevention activities. Many victims
asked why they must travel to receive
medicine, in stead of being treated in
thier local hospital. Doctors and nurses
confessed that many times they were
unable to deal with many cases due to the
shortage of medicine or experts.
Alaidhani said, “These people are victims
not just of the incredible burn pains, but
they are the victims of others’ ignorance.”

Burn victims need health care
There are many burn victims in Yemen, but there are

only two centers specialized in treating such victims.

Apology

* Dr. Abdulkhaliq “
authorityʼs role is to
control drug market-
ing

* Dr. Al-Shihari “.
there are 70 kinds
of drugs now being
manufactured and
exported”



II
f Adam and Eve

were the first

humans on Earth,

then what must

Eve have used to

charm her way into

Adam’s heart? Well if

this doesn’t raise a storm

in your brain, it sure will

tickle your funny bone.

That’s right. We are

referring to one of the

earliest forms of jewelry in the world

- the necklace, a piece of jewelry that

has been romanticized to the extent of

becoming the paradigm of feminine

beauty, chastity, grace and grandeur,

as much as of decadence. If collars

and chains were the marks of nobility

and the velvety, beaded and sequined

chokers were aesthetically erotic, the

rosary, symbolizing the Virgin Mary

invoked strength, power and peace by

bestowing conscious understanding.

The neckwear has been one of the

most fascinating pieces of jewelry, not

because it is often crafted beautifully

but because it holds a timeless appeal

and exudes a magical charm to entice

both the wearer and the beholder.

Essentially a necklace is a large ring

worn around the neck or near the

region of the heart. Because of its

positioning around the torso, it is

believed that the necklace can accen-

tuate one’s communicative skills. It is

also a repository of positive energy

that is beneficial for the heart and the

lungs. Popularly known as the ‘Adam

and Eve of jewelry’, the necklace

enjoys the status of being one of the

most sought after and prized orna-

ments through centuries, besides

being the first man-made object for

wearing round the neck. The preroga-

tive of the rich, the elite and the aris-

tocrats, 5000 years ago this coquettish

ornament suggested ‘clothing’ for

men and women. Fundamentally,

necklaces functioned as apparel. The

pre-historic norm of dressing up the

neck and torso was in the

form of fibulae (the

ancient safety pin), neck-

laces, brooches, pectorals

(breastplates) and belts,

etc. They were used to

clasp the layers of cloth-

ing or to pin them for the

sake of convenience. The

accessorizing of the

necklace and its use as an

adornment came into

vogue only after the Middle Ages.

Medieval necklaces or neckbands

were practical and rather simple. The

14th, 15th and 16th centuries wit-

nessed the glamorization of the neck-

wear as they metamorphosed into

sophisticated and intricately designed

chains and collars to suit the needs of

ladies, damsels, mistresses and lovers.  

Great legends and stories have

been spun around the neckwear. Of all

the ornaments that adorn a lady’s

boudoir it is indeed the glitziest of all,

flaunting an equally flexible attitude.

After all it was only a necklace that

led to the downfall of an ancient

French regime. The famous ‘Affair of

the Necklace’ scandal in the court of

Louis XVI was quite an intriguing one

as it involved an adventuress - the

beautiful Countess de la Motte, the

Queen Marie-Antoinette and a dia-

mond necklace worth 1,600,000

livres! It was a mysterious event in the

1780s that incurred the French popu-

lace’s displeasure, and finally culmi-

nated in the momentous French

Revolution. In neighbouring Britain,

the Earl of Leicester, enamoured by

the virgin Queen Elizabeth is said to

have gifted her a chain of gold,

adorned with diamonds of all shapes

and sizes. The necklace had an orna-

mental diamond studded clock

attached to it. 

If man was so enamoured by this

interesting piece of embellishment,

could the Gods be left far behind?

According to an old Norse legend,

The Brosings’ jewel was a necklace,

which had been crafted by Brisingas

for the Goddess Frejya, the wife of

Odin and the goddess of love, fecun-

dity and death. In Greek mythology,

Harmonia, (daughter of the Goddess

Aphrodite and God of storms Ares),

was gifted with a necklace made by

Hephaestus on her wedding day. The

necklace bestowed irresistible beauty

upon the wearer. In ancient Greece,

priestesses wore beaded amber neck-

laces because it was believed that

these necklaces were the repositories

of exalted energy.  It is believed that

Eurymachus, an Ithacan nobleman

and one of the many suitors of the

beautiful Penelope, had presented her

a gold necklace entwined with amber.

Richly ornamented and gorgeous

necklaces formed an integral part of

the attire of the ancient Egyptians’ life

and prominently featured in their folk-

lore. According to the Egyptian

mythology, the Ankh was worn as a

necklace with a pendant. It was the

amulet of life. An indispensable part

of the ancient Egyptians was the pow-

erful ‘Menet necklace’. The necklace

was characteristically associated with

the goddess Hathor and her son Ihy.

The belief goes that this necklace

radiated the powers of Hathor. The

queen is often shown as the high

priestess of Hathor in Egyptian lore.

Thus the ‘Great Menet’ as it was

known, embodied such positive con-

cepts as life, potency, fertility, birth

and renewal. Worn as an amulet it was

believed, the ‘Menat’ brought joy and

wealth to the wearer.

Let us make a detour and head for

the ‘Gateway to the East’, in our quest

for the necklace. For centuries the

Arabian Peninsula has enticed its

inhabitants as well as outsiders to its

mesmerizing array of exquisite and

ornate pieces of jewelry. It is a glitter-

ing world of silver bells, shining

turquoises, deep-red garnets, glim-

mering gold, sparkling pearls, and jin-

gling coins.  The traditional tribal or

contemporary chic necklaces along

with other jewellry    form an obliga-

tory part of the rich Arabian dress

code and culture.  In the Arabian tra-

dition, the neckwear, unlike the ban-

gles and bracelets or rings, is more

than just an item of personal embel-

lishment. It is a form of security, and

it is also an important social and eco-

nomic marker. Most necklaces in this

region are made of silver or silver

alloys; they are intricately designed,

carefully handcrafted and exquisitely

encrusted with precious and semi-pre-

cious stones. The decoration on the

necklaces is done using the techniques

of ‘embossing’, ‘repoussé’ and ‘gran-

ulation’. The delicate Filigree work,

which has been a popular form of

Indian art for centuries, is also a

familiar modus operandi with the

Arabian artisans. The lovely Arabian

jewelry owes its opulent appeal to the

Bedouins. They are not only aestheti-

cally gratifying but also steeped in

history. Its necklaces and other forms

of jewelry are direct reflections of

skills and styles of long lost civiliza-

tions. They are supposed to be the

most rapidly evolving of accessories

show-casing the influences that

migration and trade had on their

region. Bedouin necklaces are a har-

monious amalgamation of the styles

of the Phoenicians, the Etruscans and

the Egyptians. ‘Arabesque’ patterns in

the form of esoteric symbols like cres-

cents, geometric shapes, and natural

motifs like leaves, flowers and ani-

mals and also Quranic inscriptions are

heavily used to design them. This

practice owes its genesis to Islamic

calligraphy. Prevalent in the ancient

times they are still a preferred choice

in contemporary neckwear. The souqs

are filled with a dazzling display of

long filigreed chains with gold coins

suspending from them. Turquoise

embellished necklaces are also a pop-

ular pick. Traditionally turquoise is

believed to possess the power to ward

off evil.  Some necklaces are adorned

with little bells to frighten away

malevolent spirits. Saudi necklaces

use a symbol of a hand as a talisman.

This is a century old tradition. It rep-

resents the 5 tenets of Islam.  A sign of

wealth, dowry, a gift, a ritualistic

ornament or simple decorative piece,

the necklaces of the Arabian world are

as priceless as myrrh and frankin-

cense.      

Dating back to the days of the Indus

Valley Civilization, the necklace has

all along been an indispensable part of

the Indian way of life. The idea of the

necklace as ‘the accessory’ of femi-

nine grandeur and grace is evident

from the figurine of the Harappan

Naked Dancer, the cave paintings of

Ajanta to the many masterpieces of

modern day artists. Generations of

women have only carried the hoary

tradition forward and made it very

contemporary.  The antique Hindu

amulet, ‘nauratan’, made of a gold

plaque with nine precious stones is

used to form the famous Nauratan

Haar or Necklace. With the passage of

time this ornament acquired specific

traits of the local craftsmen and folk

influences. Thus we have the elabo-

rate silver Filigree necklaces from

Orissa, enamelled and Meenakari of

Rajasthan, the Kundan necklaces from

Delhi and the Nagercoil Temple neck-

laces. Though the Meenakari and

Kundan reflect Mughal influences,

they are fashioned into the very mod-

ish chokers that go well with Indo-

Western fusion wear. The Nagercoil

necklaces are traditional with red and

green precious stones set on them.

They are usually offered to the Gods.

In Assam one finds the interesting

motifs of orchids, the local flora and

fauna on necklaces and pendants. The

range of Indian necklaces extend from

religious and the domestic to the aes-

thetic.  Temple complexes abound in

little shops selling sanctified trinkets.

Popular among them are the beaded

necklaces- scented sandalwood bead

neckwear, rudraksh malas, or the mul-

ticoloured silk and gold thread neck-

laces. One also comes across chains

with pendants as lucky charms or

divine cures. These are looked upon

with veneration as they are supposed

to ward off evil. The ‘Mangal sutra’ (a

combination of black beads and gold

pendant) is another variety of the

ornament for the neck worn by mar-

ried Hindu women. It symbolizes love

in holy matrimony. In Hindu, Jain and

Sikh communities a necklace is gener-

ally considered as ‘Streedhan’ (‘Stree’

meaning woman and ‘Dhan’ meaning

wealth). This is because women usual-

ly do not inherit the landed property

of their families, so jewellery in the

form of necklaces, bangles and rings

is their means of security and invest-

ment. Amongst tribals and nomads

necklaces, chokers and pendants are

types of identity markers, assets, dec-

orations and currency. A necklace is

often a cherished gift from the elders

to welcome the new-born in the fami-

ly.

The beaded necklace was known as

the Tamasay or Tamasai in ancient

Japan. The Ainu women wore it dur-

ing special occasions. If the necklace

had a medallion it was known as the

Shitoki. Fashioned out of large glass

beads, the Shitoki represented the

white-tailed sea-eagles that the Ainu

tribe hunted. The more the strands and

beads the more valuable the necklace.

Highly treasured, this necklace was a

kind of heirloom that was passed on

from generation to generation. It was

worn during ceremonies and rituals,

because it protected the wearer from

evil spirits. In some parts of Japan,

women also wore a necklace called

‘Rekutunpe’. This was a long, narrow

strip of cloth with metal plaques

attached to them. For the Chinese,

Jade necklaces were a very common

ornament. Jade was considered to

bring good luck as it represented

nobility, perfection, constancy, and

immortality. So most necklaces were

carved with a Jade figure or an

ideogram. The belief goes that a Jade

worn by a person will gradually dark-

en as it absorbs good energy from the

wearer. And in times of need, it will

break or lighten to release the energy

and protect the wearer from bad influ-

ences.

The neckwear has undergone a sea

change in the present context. Once

upon a time necklaces used to be fash-

ioned out of ivory, horns, berries,

seeds, stone beads and other indige-

nous materials. The oldest known

necklace dated over 25,000 years old

is made of fish vertebrae!!!  But

nowadays it has innovative nomencla-

tures attached to it. Enter the dazzling

world of Costume neckwear, Cocktail

neckwear, Funky neckbands and Junk

necklaces.  The idea is to wear your

attitude around your necks with

panache. Commonality is out and

individuality is in. Unlike the older

generation, women prefer to swap

their party and daily neckwear as they

straddle across their multidimensional

lives. Necklaces with semi precious

stones, swarovski crystals, feng-shui

charms, coloured stones and beads are

now considered as hip and happening.

These days necklaces are being aptly

teemed with capris and a T-shirt to

suit the fashion sensibility of the chic

gal. It is no longer mandatory to wear

them with traditional attire. The Gen

Y has learnt to adapt the age-old

accessories with new-age couture

trends. They like their necklaces to be

ethnic- a blend of the old and the new.

The Neo-Man, too does not shirk

away from sporting a pendant with a

shark teeth, a bullet, or a medallion

with inscriptions. It’s the statement of

the ‘cool dude’. Every famous young

thing is endorsing them like crazy. 

The necklace has fanned the imagi-

native genius of many a poet, writer

and moviemaker.    How can one not

remember the necklace that becomes

the turning point in the life of

Mathilde Loisel? The fake necklace

that poor Mathilde mistakes for a real

diamond one.  We are talking of Guy

de Maupassant’s ‘The Diamond

Necklace’. Maupassant brilliantly

uses the motif of a diamond necklace

to create a story of female vanity and

pride. It is indeed a profound study of

the female psyche that yearns for the

beautiful things in life. One night’s

extravagance robs the stunning

Mathilde of her beauty, her youth and

fills her life with sorrow. The sellers

of candyfloss dreams on the silver

screen placed the necklace on a

pedestal when it was presented as

“The Heart of the Ocean”, in the film

Titanic. The blue diamond necklace

that Rose wears captured the imagina-

tion of many a beating heart. It

became the ultimate symbol of ever-

lasting love. As a tribute to this stun-

ning piece of jewelry one can only say

what Geoffrey Chaucer says of the

necklace, or chevesaile as known in

French in ‘The Romaunt of the Rose’,

“About her necke of gentle entaile,

Was set the riche chevesaile, 

In which there was full great plenty 

Of stones fair and clear to see.”

ELTP a n o r a m a
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(Sabri, a student comes
late to class; Waleed, the
teacher is teaching)

Sabri: May I come in,
sir?

Teacher: You are always
coming late to my class,
aren’t you?

Sabri: No sir. I’ve never
come late to any class.

Teacher: No. You are
telling a lie. You came late
last class.

Sabri: Sorry sir. I didn’t
come late at all. This is the first time I am
late to class.

Teacher: Why are you late today?
Sabri: The bus I came by hit a small

boy on the way; I had to go to the hospi-
tal with 

that boy. I had to phone that boy’s
father and stay with him till his father
came.

Teacher: There was no one in the bus
to help him.

Sabri: All of them left without helping

him. So I had to stay.
Teacher: Is it true or a

lie?
Sabri: True. I have the

number of the bus and the
driver’s name, if you
want.

Teacher: OK..Ok.
Come in. Don’t come late
again. OK?

Sabri: Thank you, sir.

Activity:
You must have come

across such situations quite often. Can
you prepare a conversation between you
and a student, in which he/she narrates
an event in which he/she was helpful to
someone?

Good luck.

Judge your listeners while you
speak.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

PROF. M.N.K.BOSE

mnk_bose@hotmail.com

Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb

Amrita Satapathy

A letter to the teachers of English: 104

Conversation skills (4)

History of the Riche Chevesaile
A friendly student and
an unfriendly teacher

TT
he importance of English
can hardly be overempha-
sized. Its use in Travel,
Tourism, Teaching tech-
nology and Trade is uni-

versally accepted. Yet it is a matter of
concern for people like me that a sig-
nificant chunk of school and university
student population find it rather hard to
speak English elegantly. Here are a few
practical tips for such people to speak
English fluently.

1. Speak in a natural way
Speak in idea units naturally and

spontaneously. Divide a sentence into
idea units. Speak in word-groups that
contain an idea unit.

2. Train your speech organs
Acquire the power of pronunciation

skill because English is a
stress-timed language as
against Arabic or Hindi
which are syllable-timed
languages. The speech
organs such as your
tongue, lips, throat and
some other parts of your
mouth need special treat-
ment and training for this
purpose.

3. Practice material
Practice makes man

perfect is a well-known
adage. Bank upon good practice mate-
rial. There is no need to learn the prac-
tice material by heart, but you should
read it ALOUD several times. It gives
a clear picture of patterns of general
frames of word groups. It also forms

the habit of natural
speech, enabling your
organs of speech and
mind to work in harmo-
ny.

4. Learn to use the right
word in the right place

Increase your word
power, not by looking up
meanings of unfamiliar
words from the diction-
ary, but by trying to guess
their meanings from the
context. An elementary

knowledge of morphological process
of word derivation from roots can help
significantly. Acquire core words and
cultivate the skill of generating more
words. Take care to build up your own
vocabulary bank slowly and steadily.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
University of Science
and Technology,
Sanaʼa

Speaking English fluently (Part 1)
ELT Tips



Electronic / Electrical

installation engineer for

installing security alarm

systems

Degree / Diploma hold-

ers minimum experience

2 years. 

Fax C.V. 01-510397

[any nationality], PB-

2202 Hadda street 

Sana'a [733420510]

Manpower services

for all types of Indian

and Ethiopian 

manpower contact

Tel-Fax-674106

contact A.M

Mukerid:73660074

Required: A private

home tutor for ICGCL

ordinary level O level

for biology maths and

chemistry

student : Male 17 years.

please call 711443480

71115284                        

Tutor available for

home and private tuition

and teaching from grade

5 to grade 12 for all sub-

jects in english language

as well as electrical engi-

neering subjects upto

graduate degree/ diplo-

ma/ certificate levelss.

Mr.Ijaz Ahmad.

Tel; 733483954.

Bachelor’s English -

Experienced 5 years in

Translation+Correspond

enced+Mangoment+Sec

r e t a r i a t + P u b l i c

Rela t ion+Compute rs

programms and

Maintenance.

Tel:711832070.

E - m a i l : i n t _ 1 6 @ h o t -

mail.com. 

Yemeni male graduate

from great Britain col-

lege from 98 until may

05. the subject out as(IT)

computer+ Business +

Math’s + English lan-

guage+ business English

5 years work experience

plus a course in selling

and marketing in the

biggest + companies in

the gulf region-looking

to work as amarketing or

administration manager

in Yemen sales

Mr.Waleed Saif

for contact:

0 0 9 6 6 5 5 1 5 1 2 9 2 3 /

77770655- 01/300949.

Graduate from Sana'a

University specialist

public relation  and I

have secretary computer

and I can speak English

very well.

Saleh Hussein Al-fohed 

Tel: 77830159 -

71613653

Hussein  Mubarak

Experience: financial

Asst,  purchasing ,

cashier , Receiphinist,

Store - keeper, Librarian

, driver dispatcher,

Security, gen.services

for contact:711005504 

ph.D-Pharmacist

Dr. Saleh  Adhulmani

-long experience

educational,commer-

cial, and manufactur-

al pharmacy fields

with  fluency in

German , English

Russian  and Arabic

languages + knowl-

edge in admenstra-

tional accounting and

planning methods tel:

01246803 

8 yrs experience (from

Singapore)Indian male

looking for job in

Administration/procure-

ment/Project coordinator

/ secretarial post for con-

tact:73464552 or

manoimmanuel@yahoo.

com.sg

Ali Abdul Majeed,

electronics & communi-

cation Engineer univer-

sity of Baghdad , wide

experience in instating

and maintenance in med-

ical systems, wide expe-

rience in computer fields

poth pc’s

mobile: 73548199

Aiman Ahmed-

Secondary school - com-

ers level3 - diploma of

secretary computer -

English language good

in writting and speaking-

driving 

license experience(ware-

house keeper-inventory

control-follow up pur-

chasing)

for contact:73409652 

Adel Al-Sharafi-B.A.

degree , English, teacher

of ICDL for 3 years in

Yemen Holland(ICI)- 5

years in computer main-

tenance net Cafe build-

ing- very good in typing

Arabic and English

for contact: 73174751

Lovely one story +

basment villa in Hadda.

The perfect residence for

any family: 5 rooms, 3

baths, kitchen, extra

rooms in basement,very

nice garden,

please call:733802855

For rent fully furished

flat, Hadda’a area..2 bed

rooms , 3 bath rooms

fully equipped

kitchen,six chairs dining

room European sitting

room.Yemeni mafraj:

monthly rent $700

please call 733802855

For rent:

Landrover Discovery

, model 1996  with

good condition  , it

has CD player with

screen and fully

insured(with driver

or without)

for contact:77211181

or 671042

For sale Mercedes

Benz ML320 model

1998 with Air-condi-

tion movement Chire

lether six Piston

white color 5 doors

debel 4x4 with good

condition out side

and in side costam-

tain  + mercedes 230

model 92 Gear

Automatic custom

paid for more infor-

mation contact Mr.

Mohammed Mukerid

Mobile 733660074.

intel cpu 3200 ghz -

MB intel 915 ram 512

DVD-whiter - LCD-

genx-17

for contact: 71707819

Admiral washing

machine lo-k suitable for

big hotel.  New in it’s C

made in USA. for more

information contact by

the following mobile

number 71722865 

Have you sought treat-

ment  without an actual

medicine. Now, you can!

For more information on

the ancient Chinese

pharaohs art  of healing.

Call Dr.A.Latif

A.Mageeda consultant in

Yoga,magnet therapy

and Acupressure at :

73524031

BAIJU RAJAN, lost of

my Indian passport

no.E7088003, If some

one find it please contact

ME NO.  MOB:

71179718

JIJU 
Lost items

Treatment 
Without actual 

Medicine 

Society 

Computers 

Vehicles

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for

packing, customs clearance, domestic 

& international forwarding air & sea.

Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /

216048 / 407905

ITS Global Logistics,  Tel: 967-

1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-

1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye

itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O. Box

25159, Sana’a., R.O.Y. Business

Development, 73217750, Customer

Service: 73212272 Operations:

73217752 Exemptions 73214700.

Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright Forwarding

(Land/Sea/ Air). Weather Proof

Packing, Removals & Warehousing

International Door-to-door services

(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Exemptions,

www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.

COM

YEMEN PACKING &

FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC

CARGO)  Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:

967-1-208897 

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.

Operations: 408518/7904603 

Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,

Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright Forwarders

(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof

Packing, removals & Warehousing

International Door-to-door services

(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Exemption

Cargo ®∫s

Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism.

For domestic & international air

tickets with price busters all airlines. 

Tel: 219890/ 270750

Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Travels

Classifieds11

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 Tel :71616065 or By P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 
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ORIENTAL GEOLOGICAL

ENGINEERING COMPANY

Water well drilling & testing

Groundwater investigation

Geological exploration

Fuel & water storage tanks

Water treatment, water

supply & distribution system

Sewage treatment plants &

collection networks

Geotechnical investigation

Soil  and rock tests

Soil improvement & pile

foundation

Groundwater dewatering

Applied surveying & mapping

Geophysical surveying & well

logging

Fax: 02-232313, 02-231377, Aden - Yemen

E-mail: zwx002@hotmail.com

Chinese Company

Øq ±U ¢∫∑U§u≤t, ¢∫X ßIn Ë«�b..
®U̧Ÿ �b…, «±UÂ «∞ªDu◊ «∞πu¥W «∞OLMOW

‹: 702042 -  ≠UØf: 140862

Hadda Str. Sanaʼa Infront of Yemenia Airline,

Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All  your needs All  your needs 

under one  under one  roof .roof .

±J∑∂‡W «∞e≥‡d«¡
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Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518

Fax: 208897, 

Email: yempac@y.net.ye

P.O.Box: 3366.

SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.

WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

THE BEST IN
PACKING & 

FORWARDING

«_≠Cq ≠w «∞∑GKOn Ë«∞MIq ≠w «∞OLs

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade

191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident

(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs

252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,

Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station

282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent

203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 

Egypt Air               273452/275061

Gulf Air 440922

Lufthansa                     213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:

Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824  Tel.967-1-260823

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St.                274371/2/3

Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20

Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4

Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7

Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.:       04/210568/9/50

Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.    05/352917-306560

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain

Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274310/1

Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678

Taiz: 251816

Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 271623/4

Hertz Rent a Car                    Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625 

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car     417346-7927920

Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791

MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 

OPEL / GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000

TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_ Sana’a: 01 -446880

Computer Education              Aden: 02-237199

(Internet Focussed Taiz: 04-250343

Curriculum, E-commerce,   Mukalla: 05-307492

ISO 9001 Certified) Hodeidah: 03-206998

American Academic Institute 249294

CMT House                              Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648

Infinit Education                                        Tel:444553

German Language Institute 200945

Modern British Institute (University Branch)  203689

New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

NIIT Q u a l i t y _  

C o m p u t e r E d u c a t i o n Tel. 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882

Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988

Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543

Fax: 00967 1 448542

Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas                         602408

Shehab Dental Center                 400443/218824

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders                    407905

Al-Rawahil Olympia 278674/7909110

Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5

Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166

Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467

ITS Global Logistics 218142

Marib Travel & Tourism      

(Cargo Division)    441109/126  Fax: 440733 

Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital Tel. 600000/602008

E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com   Fax. 601889

The First Consultant center for the skin, 

venerial Diseases & Infertility            205517-73807737

Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922

E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com

Al-Jumhury Hospital                           274285

Al-Thawra Hospital 246366

Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230

Best Western Hadda Hotel:             415212/5

Hadda Town: 415900

Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8

ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5

Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6

Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 , 

Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,  Abyan: 604030

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029               Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13

Aden: 255668                           Taiz:240927/34

Hodeidah: 219545/8

Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,

Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345             Mukalla: 304292,

Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax:267619

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)

Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769

Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Canadian International School          418510 , 423364

International Turkish Schools     Sana'a         448258/9

Taiz     205593

Al-Hussein National Schools                  412826/7

Sam Yemen International School       Diplomatic Area 

Tel: 440353-440354           fax: 440355

Al-Majd Yemen School 206159

Middle East Modern School 447118

The English School                              419308

Tulip School   412249

Ienshams Modern school    671275, 671140

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French -

German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-

Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism tel:611560

Falcon Business Travel Center Tel: 446250 Fax: 446251

Al-Nasim Travel 270750

Al-Sunidar  Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808

Apollo Business Travel Center   Tel. 444000/888

Arabian Peninsula T & T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798  

Murjan Travel       Fax : 400555  Tel/ 216028 / 466881

Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      Tel. 01 -

417441 Fax: 412039

University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University                   449971/2

Sana’a University                            250553/4/5

Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES

TRAVEL

Translations

Supermarket

SCHOOLS

RESTAURANT

INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOTELS

HOSPITALS

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

DENTAL CLINIC

COURIERS

COMPUTER EDUCATION

AND INSTITUTES

CAR SHOWROOMS 

& SPARE PARTS

CAR RENTAL

BANKS

AIRLINES

 

Per line, Per year $300 Only
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To particepate 
contact: 71200540

CALYON
Corporate and Investment Bank

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale Required  Available For Lease   For Hire/Rent  Job Require  Situation Vacant
Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact Mr. Rashid, 268661/2/3, 71200540

±DFr Ë±ª∂U“… «∞AO∂U≤w

ÅMFU¡ - ®U̧Ÿ �bÁ - √±UÂ ±dØe «∞JLOr «∞∑πU̧Í
¢KHuÊ: 573662 - 092505
≠UØf : 916762
’.» : 5645
ey.ten.nemey@inabiahs :liamE

°Ußr ±∫Lb ́∂bÁ «∞AO∂U≤w
Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX
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suzuki car-leana
- 4  Doors.

- 5  Passengers.

- 16 Cylinders.

- 16 Valves.

- 1600 CC.

- 105 Power Horse.

- Gulf Specifications.

- ABS Brakes system.

- Conditioner.

- Radio Cassette, CD.

- Electronic Code for preventing

robbery.

- Attractive Price.

for fuller information and 

contact call at 73670361 or

71704391

Car for sale

TransGlobal logistics & Services Ltd.

Worldwide Movers

Tel: 01-444226/442135  FAx :01-442133

P.O Box 16884, Sana’a, Rep.of Yemen.

Email: transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website: www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo



By: Mohammed Al-Jabri

jabr2003@yahoo.co.uk

II
n qat fields, there are always

special guardrooms to protect

qat trees from being stolen.

At times, farmers keep watch

over their qat fields to

prevent their enemies from

destroying the trees.

In fact, the growing interest in qat

and the increasing number of qat

addicts has led many farmers to plant

more qat fields. Qat trees, in turn,

require protection and care. This can

be achieved by building and using

guardrooms as a means of control.

Over the past 20 years, qat addicts

have increased remarkably. Most

belong to the lower class, while some

are jobless. Consequently,

sometimes they are obliged to go to

qat fields and steal as much as they

can. Others steal qat just to get

money from selling it. This is why

most qat farmers spend their nights

guarding their trees.

However, looking back at history,

before the September 26 Revolution,

people did not steal or destroy qat

fields. At that time, qat was not as

important as it is now and people did

not sell it at high prices.

Most qat guardrooms are small,

with a five- or six-person capacity.

They are four meters high, with at

least three small windows. A qat

guardroom is best built on a strategic

site overlooking the entire field,

especially in mountainous areas.

If a qat field is planted on a plain,

then the guardroom is built on a base

and raised to enable the watchman to

view the entire field. Sometimes, a

farmer’s house is built within the qat

field itself, so no guardroom is

necessary.

In some mountainous areas,

farmers are satisfied to simply set up

a tent instead of building a

guardroom. They say this method is

easy, though dangerous, as they put

tents in different corners of the field,

thus puzzling thieves as to where the

guard actually is located.

Inside a qat guardroom is a simple

carpet with a few arm-resting

pillows. A gun, a strong thick stick, a

thick jacket and a lantern hang on the

wall. Some guardrooms have doors

and some do not. Some guardrooms

were built years ago, while others are

modern. Old guardrooms are made

of mud and large stones, while

modern guardrooms are made of

concrete and cement. If the qat field

is very big, farmers affix a large

torch atop the guardroom.

In general, qat guardrooms have a

special atmosphere, as they overlook

natural scenes. They are a good place

for friends to meet and some students

find a chance to review their lessons

in these guardrooms. Usually, young

men gather and get involved in

endless discussions, especially on

social and political topics. In some

areas like Khawlan, talented people

gather in guardrooms to recite poems

or hold poetry debates. But

nowadays this practice is beginning

to disappear as most farmers bring

televisions and radios into their

guardrooms, while others prefer

playing cards or chess.

At night, silence falls upon the qat

fields. Nearly everything is calm and

the task of guarding qat might seem

frightening and dangerous. In

mountainous areas, farmers

sometimes are threatened by

recurring fierce animals like tigers,

hyenas and wolves. Such animals

frequently visit qat fields in search of

prey and it may be that the farmer

himself is the prey. Those spending

their nights in guardrooms are armed

with a gun and they immediately

shut the door upon hearing a fierce

animal. Upon hearing or suspecting

an approaching fierce animal, guards

readily fire three to five shots in the

air. Those guarding from tents are

most exposed to danger. A fierce

animal can approach a tent and easily

attack those inside.

If there is a fierce animal, farmers

unite and launch organized attacks

against it, entrenching themselves

along the animal’s trodden path. This

takes much time because fierce

animals are cautious, but in the end,

the farmers win.

Camouflage

Farmers employ different methods

and tricks in guarding qat fields.

Some turn on a radio or television or

switch on the guardroom light and

then leave, making it look as if

someone is there. Others who guard

from their houses occasionally fire

warning shots at potential qat

thieves.

Qat tales

Four young men once went to a qat

field. Two went to the guardroom

and convinced the farmer to let them

stay with him. They talked, laughed

and succeeded in distracting the

farmer’s attention from watching the

qat trees. The other two men safely

stole as much qat as they could

carry!

A farmer wanted to know whether

his son (who guarded the qat fields)

was cautious and courageous. One

day, he went to the qat field his son

was guarding and threw stones at the

guardroom windows. The son was

more than courageous. Armed with a

strong stick and a gun, he left the

guardroom to search for a thief.

Finally, he saw his father, but did not

recognize him because he was

disguised. The son immediately hit

him with the stick and carried the

swooning man to the guardroom,

where he was shocked to discover he

had hit his own father!
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Qat guardrooms

A view of a qat guardroom overlooking qat trees

A farmer carrying his gun in his qat field


