
By: Stine Exler

SANA’A, Feb. 1 — ”We don’t want to
fight them. We are here in peace to
express our love for our messenger,”
says Isma, one of the many female pro-
testers. She is marching to show the
rest of the world that we should all be
able to live together with respect. In
peace. 

On Feb 1, the Al-Saleh Foundation
had gathered thousands of girls and

women at Al-Sabaeen Square. They
marched for two hours to show their
discontent with Danish newspaper,
Jyllands-Posten and the illustrations of
Mohammed that the paper published in
September of last year. The atmosphere
was thick with chanting and shouting
under the big banners reading: “Boykot
Danish products”. 

Western ignorance
The question “why?” was asked again
and again among the women, and a lot
of the protesters believe that the draw-
ings has to do with ignorance. People in
the West do not have enough knowl-
edge about the prophet Mohammed and
the place he has in the hearts of
Muslims. And all too often, Islam is
being linked to terrorism as in some of
the drawings.  

“If the editor of the newspaper had
known about Mohammed’s life, he
would not have published these draw-

ings,” says Manal, who lives in Sana’a.
“The people of the West should read
about Islam, because then they would
understand why we love him so much,
and why we feel so insulted by these
drawings.”

Nadia, a Sana’a student agrees:
“There are bad people all over the
world. Bad Christians, bad Jews, bad
Muslims. We all know that. But the
newspaper portrayed Mohammed as a
terrorist, and terrorism has nothing to
do with Mohammed or with being a
Muslim. And it seems like people in the
West do not always understand that.”

Danish regrets
Both the Danish newspaper and the
Danish prime minister have issued pub-
lic apologies and regrets recently. But
some of the women were not aware of
this fairly recently development.  

One protester said: “If I had known
that they had said they were sorry, then

I don’t think I would have marched
today. Their apology means that they
know they did something wrong.”

Among the people of Denmark, text
messages are being sent from phone to
phone to apologize to anyone who feels
insulted and misunderstood. In Yemen,

the Royal Danish Consulate has sent a
letter directly to the Yemen Times say-
ing that they deeply regret the publica-
tion of the controversial caricatures of
the prophet Mohammed and the way it
has hurt the sentiments of Muslims.
The letter stresses that Jyllands-Posten

has apologized for the publication, and
for its repercussions in the Muslim
world. It also mentions the regrets
expressed by the Danish Prime
Minister through correspondence with
the Arab League and the Organisation
of Islamic Conferences.
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By: Mohamed Bin Sallam 

SANA’A, Feb. 1 — Four patients were
transferred to Saber Hospital in Aden
for treatment while three others were
rushed to capital hospitals due to their
serious conditions, local sources told
media.

Three women died last Monday in
the area of Al-Kaima, 50 km east of
Ataq, the provincial capital of Shabwa,
as the Ministry of Public Health and
Population could not diagnose symp-
toms of their illness. Medical sources
said their symptoms were swelling of
the body and low blood pressure,
which cause death.

Locals in Al-Jawf province, 520 km
northeast of Sana’a, told media that
two children died from xerosis symp-
toms while media reported 15 child
deaths last Sunday and Monday from
cholera.

Official media reported last Monday
that the Ministry of Public Health and
Population sent a medial team to curb
the epidemic’s spread in Khab and
Sha’ath districts in Al-Jawf. Disease

symptoms were diagnosed by the
spread of severe diarrhea among chil-
dren in the two districts. Medical
sources stating that the ministry was
informed of the deaths of 10 children,
retracted and said only five cases were
reported. 

Locals in epidemic-affected districts
were surprised at different media out-
lets reporting that the ministry had con-
trolled the disease. They said they had
not seen any medical campaigns in
their areas in past weeks, claiming that
government media discussed areas that
may not exist in Yemen.

Polio
Minister of Public Health and
Population, Dr. Mohamed Yahya Al-
Numi, affirmed Wednesday that the
anti-child polio campaign’s first round
immunized 72 percent of children
under age 5 on Tuesday, the last vacci-
nation day, according to preliminary
field reports in targeted governorates.

Some media outlets mentioned that
the polio campaign encountered prob-
lems convincing Dhamar province

locals to vaccinate their children for
the second consecutive year. Some
Dhamar residents stopped vaccinating
their children because of a fatwa by a
Wahabi Sheikh who advocated boy-
cotting vaccination since it is unclean
and comes from the West. The sheikh’s
fatwa led to depriving hundreds of
Dhamar children of the vaccination last
year. 

Mohamed Bin Abdullah Al-Imam,
Sheikh of Dar Al-Hadith in Ma’aber
and a prominent Salafi hardliner, aban-
doned his former viewpoint on the
polio vaccination. He accepted it, call-
ing on parents to immunize their chil-
dren against the epidemic. He
described international support in
launching the vaccination campaign as
a type of cooperation in this regard.

In a letter to his fellow countrymen,
Al-Imam said, “We investigated the
vaccination and concluded that it is
clean medicine and there is no reason
why children should not take it.”
Vaccination teams in Dhamar photo-
copied the letter and distributed it to
those refusing to vaccinate their chil-
dren.

Shigellosis
In a statement published by Al-Sahwa
Net last Wednesday, Dr. Najib
Ghanem, head of Parliament’s Health
and Population Committee, held the
Ministry of Public Health and
Population accountable for the coun-
try’s deteriorating health care. “Yemen
recently experienced the proliferation
of numerous epidemics in more than
one area, climaxed with the spread of
shigellosis in Al-Jawf province,” he
noted.

Shigellosis is a bacterial disease
infecting the large intestine and the
lower small intestine. It is caused by
the shigellosis bacillus, which inflates
the mucus membrane resulting in pain
that may reach the stomach.  The dis-
ease is diagnosed in different parts
throughout the world including tropical
and cold areas.

Estimated annual deaths from
shigellosis worldwide are 600,000,
with more deaths among children
under age 10. The disease rarely
spreads among breastfed infants under
six months old. The disease’s microbe
is transmitted via contaminated food,
drink and dairy. It also is communicat-

ed through polluted hands and finger-
nails following excretion.

According to Ghanem, the spread of
such epidemics reflects an infringe-
ment by the ministry. He commented
that the ministry appears incapable of
supplying the country’s necessary
medical equipment, and even if sup-
plied, the equipment is not employed in
a good manner.

The parliamentary committee visited
Al-Jawf, discovering that it lacked pre-
liminary healthcare and medical serv-
ices, Ghanem reported. “The commit-
tee was surprised when it found the
province’s main hospital closed.”

Professor of Medical Sciences at
Sana’a University, Ghanem said
shigellosis doesn’t kill except if the
patient is ignored. He explained that it
causes severe diarrhea that claims chil-
dren’s lives unless they receive inten-
sive care.

A local Al-Jawf official blamed the
governor for being indifferent to curb-
ing the shigellosis epidemic scourging
the Khab and Al-Sha’ath districts. Ali
Al-Aji said Al-Jawf’s governor has not
taken serious action to curb the epi-
demic, as if it does not concern him.

No attention paid by health officials 

Epidemics kill dozens of children

Yemeni disabled children in a health center. ARCHIVE PHOTO

SANA’A, Jan. 31 — In a media state-
ment obtained by the Yemen Times, the
Yemeni Islah Party’s Shura Council
(IPSC) called on the Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) to work on their political
reform program and increase public
awareness of it.

The council urged all political and
social forces to uphold the reform pro-
gram proposed by the six main Yemeni
opposition parties. The program was
announced in the final days of 2005 and
aims to shape a better future for Yemen
and free it from the crises influencing
Yemenis.

The IPSC emphasized the need to
reshuffle the Supreme Commission for
Elections and Referendum (SCER). It
demanded the Islah High Authority and
General Secretariat work harder for
SCER reshuffling and seriously consid-
er participating in upcoming elections.

IPSC’s statement demanded all
national forces exert effort to improve
Yemen’s economic situation, holding
the ruling General People’s Congress
accountable for the economy’s deterio-
ration and lack of national security and
stability.

The statement called on the govern-
ment to apply the wage law based on
qualifications and years of service, not
on other unfair considerations. It added
that human rights abuse, restricting
public freedoms and other practices in
Yemen contravene the law and the
Constitution, urging the government to
respect human rights, as well as Yemeni
citizens’ dignity and freedom.

The IPSC condemned illegal prac-
tices reflected in combating the role of
civil community organizations and par-
ties, confiscating newspapers and other
violations. It demanded concerned gov-
ernmental parties reconsider the new
draft press law with the main objective
of protecting press freedoms and ensur-
ing journalists’ rights.

The council appealed to human rights
organizations and governments world-
wide to intervene in securing the release
of Sheikh Mohamed Al-Moyyad and
his aide Mohamed Zayed. It said the
U.S. Administration should be pres-
sured to limit such malicious conduct
and human rights discrimination.

The IPSC recommended the National
Committee defend Al-Moyyad and

Zayed to step up efforts and follow up
coordination between governmental
bodies and the public to secure the
pair’s release. It renewed its strong
rejection of charges filed by the U.S.
against IPSC Chairman and Iman
University Rector, Sheikh Abdulmajeed
Al-Zindani. It also praised efforts
expended by President Saleh during his
recent U.S. visit in defending Sheikh
Al-Zindani 

The council congratulated
Palestinians for successful legislative
elections that were an example of
integrity, freedom and transparency,
despite the fact they were conducted
under complicated conditions. It com-
mended Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas’s role in conducting
the legislative poll on time and in a free
and transparent manner. 

The IPSC praised Hamas’s stance
and adherence to joint work with all
Palestinian forces to fulfill Palestinian
ambitions, calling on Arab and Islamic
governments to support Palestinians. It
also urged the international community
to respect Palestinians’ will and help
them achieve their ambitions.

Islah calls on JMP to implement
political reform program 

Women march against Danish newspaper
The Danish drawings of the Prophet Mohammed have upset the
Muslim world greatly. On the morning of Feb 1, Yemeni women
and girls marched to show their frustration and anger.

Yemeni women showing their frustration and anger. PHOTO BY STINE EXLER
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JOB OPPORTUNITY

IT Helpdesk Support Specialist

A well established international oil company seeks a self

motivated and enthusiastic IT Helpdesk Specialist to join our

office in Sana’a.

Job responsibilities:

• Install, maintain and administer office computers and

peripherals.

• Operating system/Applications support.

• Maintain office LAN/WAN.

• Administering office telecommunication system.

• Ability to diagnose Windows server problems.

• Attend Users calls, find appropriate solutions and escalate as

necessary. 

Minimum Requirements:

• Tertiary degree or equivalent in computers.

• Relevant experience.

• Good exposure to MS applications and technologies.

• Ability to diagnose Windows Server problems.

• Excellent problem solving skills.

• Excellent oral and written English/Arabic skill is a must.

Interested candidates with the necessary qualifications and

experience are requested to submit applications, together with

detailed CV by facsimile to  +967 1 410314.

Deadline to receive applications is Wednesday 15th Feb

2006.

Job Vacancy
YemenSoft Company 

(IT and Software pioneer Company in Yemen)

is looking to recruit a highly  

qualified and talented personal to 

fill the following post:

Marketing Manager

For detailed information 

about the above post, please 

visit our 

website: www.yemensoft.net

Applications are only 
accepted online.

Technical Translator Job Vacancy

GOPA Wishs to identify services for translation of documents between English and 

Arabic (and  reverse).

Documents will normally relate to building construction contracts and a high stan-

dard of technical term accuracy will be required.

Translated documents will require to be provided in the same format as the original 

one.

Services will be required on an intermittent basis, but with reasonable response 

time performance.

GOPA Consultants, based in Hajja, will arrange for delivery and receipt of docu-

ments or reimburse costs.

Suitably qualified service providers are requested to provide a brief description of 

their capacities and cost of work per 100 words, including all out of pocket ex-

penses, together with identification of one technically relevant business referee.

Fax: 07 22 44 27, Mobile: 733008686, or email: [Gopa-Leibbrand@web.de]

SANA’A, Feb. 1 — The Saudi
Development Fund agreed to grant
Yemen five loans of 392,500 million
Saudi Riyals to finance several
development projects. 

Loans are dedicated for Hodiedah
Central Hospital, Taiz Faculty of
Medicine and Medical Sciences and
a road in Sa’ada governorate.

The loans come under Saudi soft
loans provided through the 16th
round of the Yemeni-Saudi coordi-
nating council. The Saudi ambassa-
dor in Sana’a delivered the funds
consent to Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation,
Mohamed Ahmed Sofan.

The Saudi Development Fund has
provided several grants and executed
numerous projects in Yemen. Saudi
fund aid previously was affected by
fluctuating Yemeni-Saudi relations.

Saudi Arabia
grants Yemen

investment loans

DJIBOUTI, Jan. 27 — A band

backed by a Djibouti big businessman

murdered a Yemeni trader over busi-

ness disputes, a Yemeni official source

confirmed Friday.

The source explained to Yemen

News, which published the story

Sunday, that the Djibouti band

deceived the trader, Sa’eed Mohamed

Senan Al-Hamadi of Taiz, into going

to a remote place and severely beat

him until he was comatose.

Al-Hamadi was transported to a

Djibouti hospital where he revealed

his attackers’ identities just moments

before he died.

According to the source, Yemeni

Ambassador to Djibouti and Minister

of Expatriates’ Affairs, Abdul Ali Al-

Qubati, is closely following up case

procedures. Al-Qubati informed

Djibouti’s interior and foreign min-

istries and security authorities of the

incident and called for them to arrest

the perpetrators immediately and refer

them to the court.

The ministry is expected to compile

a complete case file and present it to

the Foreign Ministry for contacting

Djibouti authorities to discuss the

case.

Al-Hamadi’s relatives fear the case

will be buried, as the perpetrators are

prominent Djibouti businessmen.

They mentioned that he had worked in

Djibouti since the 1970s and regularly

traveled between the two countries, as

a Yemeni doing business in Djibouti.

Yemeni trader
murdered in Djibouti

SANA’A, Feb. 1 — A parliamentary

report revealed that the medical situa-

tion in Dhamar and Al-Beidha gover-

norates has become serious and

requires consideration. 

Prepared by Parliament’s committee

on health and population, which visited

the governorates, the report confirmed

that many medical projects have expe-

rienced difficulties for years. Such dif-

ficulties prevent the medical sector in

those regions from offering good med-

ical service, the report stated.

The report mentioned that the gover-

norates’ hospitals and the medical sec-

tor lack specialists and technical staff

to fix and repair medical equipment

subject to breakdowns. Doctors and

nurses also are not distributed well

throughout the governorates.

According to the report, medical per-

sonnel mostly are in main cities,

whereas rural regions are lacking.

In this regard, the report referred to

Dhamar’s public hospital, launched 24

years ago in 1982. Hospital capacity is

250 beds and it continues using the

same old damaged medical equipment

needing replaced. The committee

report said the hospital needs develop-

ment and medical personnel.

The report also mentioned Al-

Thawra Hospital in Al-Beidha gover-

norate, saying it experiences cracking

and rainwater leaks inside hospital

rooms. The report also noted the gov-

ernorate’s Motherhood and Childhood

Center, whose budget is estimated at

20,000 YR ($100) monthly, but lacks

much medical equipment.

Malaria, bilharzias, tuberculosis and

leprosy are the most prevalent diseases

in Dhamar governorate, the report

found, confirming that malaria is con-

sidered the first medical problem, since

many governorate provinces and

regions are infested with it. Campaigns

to fight the disease cover some

provinces but do not reach all infected

regions.

According to the report, the program

to fight bilharzias is facing many finan-

cial obstacles; therefore the disease is

widespread in many governorate

regions, particularly in Aness province.

The report found that diarrhea,

typhoid, malaria, respiratory and uri-

nary infections are the most common

diseases in Al-Beidha governorate.

At the end of its report, the commit-

tee recommended completing medical

projects in these governorates and pro-

viding personnel, equipment and furni-

ture as soon as possible. It also called

for promoting the medical programs

through budgeting and expanding med-

ical services in reproductive health

care to include distant rural areas.

Dhamar and Al-Beidha medical service worsens

Yemen Times Staff

Muslims throughout the world cele-

brated Tues., Jan. 31, the first day of the

Islamic calendar’s New Year 1427

based on the Prophet Mohammed’s

migration from Mecca to Medina

toward the end of the sixth century.

In Yemen, celebrations took place at

mosques with people reciting verses

from the Qur’an and chanting religious

hymns. Clerics and scholars spoke on

the meaning of the occasion, which rep-

resents the starting point for Islam’s

spread from Mecca and carrying its

message to other parts of the world.

Speeches also underscored the pro-

found implications of the prophet’s

migration.

Some preachers seized the opportuni-

ty to lash out, referring to recent out-

rage caused by Danish and Norwegian

newspapers, which published slander-

ous cartoons against the Prophet

Mohammed.

“That disgraceful act is a violation of

all moral and human values and an out-

right breach of international conven-

tions, which prohibit any insult against

religions, faiths or prophets,” the speak-

ers said.

In other parts of the world, Muslims

marked Islam’s New Year with thanks-

giving, food offerings and giving zakat

(alms) to the poor. Some Muslims sent

SMS text messages to each other with

New Year’s wishes. As a non-working

holiday, people celebrate and spend it

fasting.

The lunar Hijra calendar turned to the

year 1427 when the new moon

appeared. The first day of the new year

also marks the first day of Muharram,

the Islamic year’s first month.

This year, East Asian Muslims will

welcome two new years back-to-back –

Chinese lunar New Year and Islamic

New Year. However, both are of differ-

ent significance. Chinese New Year is

not a religious festival but rather a tra-

dition, whereas for Muharram, it is of

religious significance where Muslims

fast. Muharram is important because

God distinguished it by many signifi-

cant events, such as pardoning Adam on

that day.

The Islamic calendar is a purely lunar

calendar, based on the motion of the

moon. Its months have no permanent

connection to seasons, thus Muslim

religious celebrations may occur at any

date on the Gregorian calendar.

Muslim nation celebrates
Hijra new year

SANA’A, Feb. 1 — Yemeni

markets witnessed recent price

hikes in foodstuffs, particularly

sugar, which suddenly jumped to

120 riyals, surprising citizens

seemingly out of the blue.

The increase from 70 riyals per

kilogram raised the price of a 50

kilogram bag to 5,600 riyals and

6,000 riyals in some remote towns.

The increased sugar price

affected most families, as Yemenis

greatly depend on sugar. The

increase raised the price of many

foodstuffs, such as juice, and

problems arose between citizens

and owners of businesses selling

sugar-related commodities.

Government silence on the recent

price hikes has fueled public

outrage. Economists attribute the

increases to confused economic

policy. Most economists criticized

the Ministry of Trade and Industry’s

remonstrative statements holding

merchants responsible for the

increase. A statement from the

Chamber of Commerce and

Industry in Sana’a assured that the

increase in sugar prices is due to

international increase. 

The disappearance of sugar is

attributed to merchant expectation

of future price increases.

Sugar disappears 
following price rise

ADEN, Jan. 31 — A three-day

AIDS awareness course, organized by

the Women’s Society for Sustainable

Development and the Women’s

Society for Health Awareness and

Psychological Guidance, concluded

in Aden Tues., Jan. 31.

Coordinated by Aden’s Public

Health Office, the course was funded

by the International Cooperation

Development Organization. The 25

participants were from the informa-

tion, security, education, health and

civil society sectors.

The course trained participants

how to provide accurate AIDS infor-

mation to the local community. It also

aimed to correct misconceptions

about AIDS and other sexually trans-

mitted diseases and protection meth-

ods.

Organizers and trainers lecturing in

the course included Dr. Nabee

Abdulrab, Manager of the National

Program to Fight AIDS; Mohamed

Arfan, Program Coordinator and

Representative of the International

Development Cooperation

Organization; Nabel Mocbel, head of

the Central Laboratory’s AIDS exam-

ination unit and Psychological Clinic

Consultant Shafiqa Ali Noman.

Participants were divided into

groups to prepare a plan to fight

AIDS and decrease its threat, as well

as prepare content for a community

awareness message using the media.

The course concluded with speech-

es about trained participants’ role in

joint protection efforts. Speakers

determined that field work will be

conducted in target areas to promote

and begin applying behavioral and

health guidance.

AIDS awareness course concludes

SANA’A, Jan. 29 — The Social

Fund for Development officially

launched the “Business Edge” program

(BEP) for small and micro enterprises

(SMEs) in Yemen. The fund’s Small

Micro Enterprises Development Unit

(SMEDU) will conduct the program,

sponsored by the Dutch government in

cooperation with International Finance

Corporation (IFC) World Bank Group.

The program will be offered in

Yemen for the first time by many

organizations, including New

Horizons, NIIT, SMMC, CMT House

and the Taiz Chamber of Commerce.

“Business EDGE,” meaning Education

for Global Executives, contains cours-

es on management, leadership, human

resources, marketing, customer care,

accounting and finance. It is designed

to combine various business and non-

business courses by applying theory to

real business problems. The program

helps students to understand the rising

impact of international competition

and how to operate in the global mar-

ketplace.

The Dutch Ambassador to Yemen

said the program’s benefits will have

huge effects on Yemeni SMEs and

development projects by raising aware-

ness about SMEs, which help create

new job opportunities and projects.

SMEDU Executive Director, Wisam

Abdullah Mohammed, pointed out that

the program will contribute to reducing

Yemeni unemployment by employing

more than 495 workers. The program

aims to increase incomes of the poor

and small businesses by training and

supporting them technically and finan-

cially. It also aims to achieve a sustain-

able training market in SMEs.

Dutch investor and CMT House

General Manager, Arco De Leede, said

CMT is the first institute in Yemen to

offer “Business Edge” tailored specifi-

cally to small to medium enterprises.

Through the program, trainees receive

higher education for global executives

and learn how to be good administra-

tive leaders. The program provides

valuable business insight and knowl-

edge through a structured and support-

ive situation that includes suitable

training and resource access.

Social Fund launches “Business Edge” program in Yemen



JERUSALEM (Reuters) - In a

potential blow to the cash-strapped

Palestinian Authority, Israel said on

Tuesday it expects to suspend monthly

tax payments during a policy review

after the shock election victory of the

Islamist group Hamas.

Palestinian Economy Minister

Mazen Sonnoqrot decried what he

called "an irresponsible and grave

decision" and said it would have "neg-

ative economic and social conse-

quences on the Palestinians".

Hamas spokesman Mushir al-Masri

accused Israel of "trying to steal

Palestinian money".

The Quartet of major powers trying

to broker Middle East peace said on

Monday that international donors

would continue to aid the caretaker

government of President Mahmoud

Abbas, at least until Hamas formed a

new administration.

The Quartet — Russia, the European

Union, the United States and the

United Nations — said Hamas must

reject violence and recognize Israel or

risk losing aid in future.

Israel collects customs revenue on

behalf of the Palestinians and hands it

over to the Authority, and the next

automatic payment falls due on

Wednesday, February 1.

The transfers typically total about

$50 million a month — this month's

payment was expected to be $55 mil-

lion — and the salaries of about

140,000 Palestinian employees depend

to a large extent on receipt of the

money.

"Acting Prime Minister (Ehud)

Olmert has ordered a policy review on

whether or not automatic transfers

should continue. That review is ongo-

ing and has not reached final deci-

sions," said Foreign Ministry

spokesman Mark Regev.

"Pending final decision, it is most

likely that automatic transfers will not

continue," he said.

Boycott Hamas government

Olmert said on Sunday Israel would

boycott a Palestinian government that

included Hamas, which scored a victo-

ry over the long-dominant Fatah party

in Wednesday's parliamentary election.

Fatah leaders have so far rejected

joining any coalition with Hamas,

whose anti-corruption platform, chari-

ty network and strong resistance to

Israel since the Palestinian uprising

began in 2000 propelled it to victory.

Regev said he could not say how

long the review of the Israeli tax pay-

ments would take. The Palestinian

Authority faces a financial crunch if

Israel withholds the money.

Unemployment in the Palestinian

territories runs high, at 22 percent, and

half the Palestinian population live in

poverty. In the Gaza Strip, many

Palestinians live on an average of $2 a

day.

Regev said Israel's position on the

tax payment was "in synch" with the

international consensus.

Hamas has rejected as "blackmail"

the Quartet's demands it renounce vio-

lence against Israel or risk losing aid. It

also suggested it could look for alter-

native sources of funding in the Arab

world and beyond.

"The Quartet decision was unjust

and a punishment to our people for

using their freedom of choice in a dem-

ocratic and fair election," said Hamas

spokesman Masri.

But he added: "Hamas seeks to build

bridges of trust with all international

parties."

Jihad al-Wazir, the acting Palestinian

minister of finance, said Israeli offi-

cials had promised in talks on Sunday

to make the tax payment on schedule,

but that Israel told the Palestinians on

Monday it would suspend the transfer.

"We contacted the Quartet and the

U.S., telling them that the money is

due for past requirements. The money

is not going to Hamas but to employ-

ees," Wazir said.

U.S. officials had no immediate

comment on the issue.
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Israel likely to freeze tax
payment to Palestinians

A senior leader and head of Hamas' list of candidates, Ismail Haniyeh, talks

during his news conference in Gaza City, Jan. 30. REUTERS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The

number of foreign soldiers in Iraq will

fall below 100,000 by the end of the

year, Iraq's national security adviser

told The New York Times in a report

posted Monday on the paper's Web

site.

Mowaffak Al-Rubaie, who is also

chairman of a joint-Iraq-American

group planning the transfer of security

responsibilities to Iraqi troops from

American, said the overwhelming

majority of foreign troops would be

out in two years, The Times said in a

report from Baghdad.

The Times said Rubaie's statements

offer the strongest indication yet that

the Bush administration is preparing to

carry out significant reductions in

American forces this year.

"I believe, according to this

conditions-based agreement, that the

multinational forces will be reduced"

to fewer than 100,000 by the end of the

year, he told The Times.

"By the end of 2007, the

overwhelming majority of the

multinational forces will have left the

country," he added.

There are now about 160,000

foreign troops in Iraq, including about

140,000 U.S. troops, according to The

Times.

Several countries with small

contingents have announced intentions

to withdraw troops this year.

U.S. officials have said any

withdrawal of forces would be

contingent on whether Iraqi military

units were capable of taking charge of

the war against the guerrilla

insurgency and maintaining order.

Rubaie told The Times there were

detailed plans, now complete, to begin

that withdrawal. "It's like an

instruction book," he said.

The committee Rubaie is on also

includes Gen. George Casey Jr., the

top American commander in Iraq, and

Zalmay Khalilzad, the American

ambassador.

Foreign troops in Iraq 
below 100,000 this year: NYT

U.S. Marines with the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) walk across the

desert at midday as they conduct a patrol near the western Iraqi town of Hit

Jan. 30. Marine patrols are conducting daily operations in and around the

town of Hit and along the Euphrates River in an attempt to stem insurgent

activities and locate weapons caches. REUTERS

JAKARTA (Reuters) - Indonesian

police are investigating possible links

between a purported new militant net-

work with al Qaeda, with initial indica-

tions showing it was set up by two key

Malaysian radicals, police said on

Tuesday.

On Monday, Indonesia's police chief

told parliamentarians that documents

seized in November showed Noordin

M. Top had proclaimed himself leader

of a group called Tanzim Qaedat al-

Jihad network, or Organization for the

Basis of Jihad.

Top has been Southeast Asia's most

wanted Islamic militant since

Indonesian anti-terrorism police killed

his sidekick, Malaysian Azahari bin

Husin, in a shootout in East Java

province that coincided with raids in

which the documents were found.

An expert in recruiting young suicide

bombers among Indonesia's impover-

ished masses, Top eluded capture at the

time but was still in the country, deputy

national police spokesman Brigadier

General Anton Bachrul Alam said on

Tuesday.

Asked what links Tanzim Qaedat al-

Jihad had to groups such as Jemaah

Islamiah, a shadowy network long seen

as the regional arm of al Qaeda, Alam

said: "This (Tanzim) was their group --

Noordin and Azahari. They have long

been involved in terrorism."

Top and Azahari were also key mem-

bers of Jemaah Islamiah.

The seized documents did not give

details about Tanzim Qaedat al-Jihad,

Alam added, although security experts

have said Jemaah Islamiah has recently

splintered, with concern among some

that bombing attacks were drawing too

much attention.

The previously unheard of Tanzim

Qaedat al-Jihad encompassed

Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei, the

Philippines and several other countries,

police chief General Sutanto said late

on Monday.

Investigators were checking to see if

it had links to al Qaeda, police said.

Indonesia's chief of detectives,

Makbul Padmanegara, however, told

reporters that Tanzim Qaedat al-Jihad

was not a new organization and might

be part of Jemaah Islamiah.

"There is no new grouping. But the

people in it might be new ... they have

to recruit," Padmanegara said.

Indonesian authorities have blamed

Jemaah Islamiah for a number of major

bombings against Western targets in

recent years. Top has been key player in

most attacks, police say.

A number of junior militants linked

to Top have been arrested in the past

couple of months in Indonesia, since

police killed Azahari, who was Jemaah

Islamiah's master bombmaker.

The two men worked closely togeth-

er on several attacks, police have said,

using their charisma and cash to induct

budding militants into their anti-

Western cause.

Western governments have warned

that Jemaah Islamiah was still a threat,

despite a series of arrests of various

members and the killing of Azahari.

An Indonesian police officer stands

guard in Jakarta, Dec. 30.

Indonesian police are investigating

possible links between a purported

new militant network with al Qaeda,

with initial indications showing it

was set up by two key Malaysian

radicals, police said on Tuesday. 
REUTERS

KABUL (Reuters) - A U.S. military
court found a second soldier guilty of
mistreating detainees in Afghanistan in
July and sentenced him to six months in
detention, the U.S. military said.

Sergeant Kevin D. Myricks was
found guilty of conspiracy to maltreat a
detainee and maltreatment of two
detainees at a hearing at a U.S. base in
Afghanistan on Monday.

The court martial and subsequent
punishment of the soldier reflected the
seriousness with which the military
viewed the incident, said Major
General Jason Kamiya, commander of
U.S.-led forces fighting insurgents in
Afghanistan.

Myricks, demoted to the rank of
private, was being held at the main U.S.
base at Bagram, north of Kabul,
pending transfer to Kuwait for
detention, the U.S. military said in a
statement.

Another U.S. soldier, Army
Specialist James Hayes, involved in the

same incident in the restive central
province of Uruzgan, was accused of
punching detainees in the chest, arms
and shoulders.

Hayes was found guilty on Friday of
one count of conspiracy to maltreat and
two counts of maltreatment. He was
sentenced to four months in detention
and also demoted to the rank of private.

Human rights groups and
former detainees have
criticized the U.S. military
for abusing prisoners in
Afghanistan and at the U.S.
detention center at
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

The U.S. military denies
any widespread abuse and
says soldiers who mistreat
detainees will be punished.

"We are fully committed to
investigating all allegations
of detainee mistreatment
and will hold accountable
those who are found to have

acted inappropriately," Kamiya said.
There are about 18,000 U.S. troops

in Afghanistan fighting Taliban and al
Qaeda militants and hunting for their
leaders.

U.S. and Afghan opposition forces
overthrew the Taliban in late 2001 after
they refused to hand over al Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden.

Second U.S. soldier found 
guilty of Afghan assault

U.S. soldiers are seen during a dust storm in

Ghanzi, Afghansitan, April 7. REUTERS

Vacancy Advertisement
An immediate vacancy exists at the World Bank Office in Sana’a for a 

Program Assistant.

The applicant is expected to meet the following requirements:
• Have at least five years of relevant experience, preferably with international   

   organizations.

• Have excellent interpersonal, communication and organizational skills.

• Have excellent command of verbal and written Arabic and English including   

  ability to do creative writing with minimum guidance.

• Be a committed team player able to work in a multi-cultural environment.

• Have flexibility to absorb ad hoc tasks and work under pressure.

• Have computer aptitude and proficiency with internet including ability to 

  retrieve information from various sources.

The incumbent will perform the following duties:
• Provide a range of tasks related to specialized support functions, including 

  monitoring the Country Office ongoing portfolio and deliverables.

• Independently prepare correspondence, working documents and responds on     

  various information requests using proper grammar, punctuation and style in 

  Arabic and English.

• Use computer applications for processing and formatting variety of texts and 

  developing non-standard databases and spreadsheets for specific project 

  reporting activities.

• Coordinate schedules and assist in preparation of events and activities.

• Participate in developing project/product timelines and participate in mission   

  work as required including field activities.

• Interact with different clients including government officials, external 

  organizations and internal institutional units.

For full consideration, please transmit by fax your letter of application 

accompanied by the CV before February 20 attn.: Office Administrator, 

Fax: 413 - 709/ 418-733, or via e-mail: WBYemen@worldbank.org

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Indonesia looks for new
group's links to al Qaeda
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Eat-ertain yourself every Friday 

at the Mšvenpick Hotel Sana’a.

Every Friday start your day with a lavish brunch buffet from 

seafood to tandoori and much more.

While you enjoy our world famous Mšvenpick Ice Cream, our 

staff attends your precious ones personally at the kids brunch 

corner with activities they have always loved.
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By: Hakim Almasmari
hakim_almasmari@hotmail.com

AA
s Yemen desperately
tries to instill the
importance of law in the
eyes of its citizens, the
government seems to

head in the opposite direction.
Problems and disorganization in all
government institutions form the core
of this ongoing dilemma.

A major concern of Yemenis living
in large cities is problems faced when
dealing with traffic police, as police
domination and oppression against
poor Yemenis occurs daily.
Blackmailing citizens for money is
common and widespread. If citizens do
not cooperate, they risk receiving
imaginary fines totaling three days’
hard-earned salary. Such threats and
behavior worry many Yemenis.

Recently, at one of the capital’s
busiest traffic posts at the intersection
of Zubairy and Hadda streets, instead
of traffic police, a child under age 10
stood directing traffic. During the
incident, there was no sign of any
traffic police to stop the child from
taking control, as all on-duty police
were at least 50 meters away from the
post, some chewing qat while others
laughed and mingled on neighboring
streets. Minutes later, after the child
got bored of his part-time job, he

stepped down and headed home.
When asked to comment on the

reason why he took over the traffic
post, the young child said, “It was
really fun. Sometimes the drivers
looked at me and praised my work. I
want to do it again.” He seemed
nervous at first, but opened up as our
conversation continued. “When I grow
up, I will show them how to stick to
their job and take responsibility,” he
added, proud of what he’d done.

At the capital’s main intersections,
like the one mentioned above, between
five and 10 traffic police are on duty
throughout the day, giving them full
opportunity to leave their posts when
necessary. Many locals, including
myself, were shocked at this scenario. I
took the accompanying photo to prove
such a case, clearly showing the
intersection and traffic jammed at the
height of Sana’a rush hour.

A growing phenomenon is this
country is feared more when the
government and its employees, who
really are in charge of enforcing law,
are the first to disobey such laws. The
government is given no importance
whatsoever, as people have lost hope in
change.

“The people fighting corruption in
this country are the cause and core of
corruption in Yemen. They act as if
they are above the law,” said Salim
Abdul Basit, a worried Yemeni seeking

positive change. “Only in Yemen will
you notice that laws and regulations
have no meaning,” he added.

Traffic police regularly tend to leave
their posts for long periods and, in
some cases, don’t attend their posts all
day long. Between afternoon and
evening, some even are observed
chewing qat on a side street curb, away
from their traffic responsibilities.

“After Asr (midday) prayer, the
number of traffic police decreases so
much. Why would they stay if they
already collected their qat money in the
morning from poor bus drivers?” Nagi
Al-Sabahi said. “Should we import
traffic police from foreign countries
like we did when we hired street
sweepers from Ethiopia, teachers from
Sudan and Egypt and nurses from
India? This is ridiculous,” he added,
angry at Yemen’s overall situation.

There is no government employee
discipline against such a socially
destructive phenomenon, as no real
sensor is present to watch them.
Yemenis are greatly concerned about
non-stop daily corruption not just
among traffic police, but in many – if
not all – government institutions.

“Look at all our neighboring
countries. Look at Saudi Arabia, for
instance. Traffic police there have
more respect and fear in the eyes of the
people because they themselves
respect and fear the law,” Al-Sabahi

added. 
While countries worldwide strive for

success, Yemen still is lost in an
ongoing fairytale. Citizens tend to
believe that improvement is noticeable
and change is on its way, while only
backward steps are visible in reality.

After unification, the government
promised a life full of opportunities

and chances, but since then, only
poverty has expanded its wings to
different areas, while corruption has
spread like never before. Yemen is
rated one of the most corrupt countries
by Transparency International and one
of the poorest according to the United
Nations Annual Report. Change is
possible, but requires more than a

miracle.
“If this is what government

employees are doing, then I have lost
all hope in change,” said Taher Ba-
Mutaa, who has sought change and
reform in Yemen for more than 30
years. “We can live with poverty, for
that is destined by God, but we cannot
live with corruption,” he concluded.

TT
he advancement of

nations can be measured

against the quality of edu-

cation states provide their

people. Education is the

real nucleus in development of nations

to become like more developed coun-

tries in economic, cultural, social and

political areas. Developing countries

are advised to pay close attention to

modern and advanced syllabuses deal-

ing with gradual education stages,

from nursery and to university.

Opportunities should be offered to

every learner according to his or her

major and area of interest.

Education in Yemen still experi-

ences a state of confusion and random

processes in the sense of changing

educational syllabuses and unwise

selection of specialized educators, in

addition to marginalizing the primary

stage, one of the most important to

students’ progress. This stage suffers

from a lack of well-qualified teachers,

padded syllabuses and large classes

that hinder students’ comprehension.

To learn more about the reality of

education in Aden province, we con-

ducted the following probe.

Corruption in edu-

cation

Mariam Ahmad Saleh

of Aden says corrup-

tion has become ram-

pant in numerous

education offices and

schools at the expense

a teacher’s personali-

ty and status in the

eyes of his students.

In the past, the

teacher enjoyed a strong personality

and educational status which made his

students to respect him. No one could

find a teacher to corrupt or receive

bribery because he was an honest and

discreet educator, she said. Nowadays,

that teacher has become corrupt,

exploiting the absence of firm admin-

istration to hold him accountable.

Some teachers were found to be

receiving money from families to help

their children pass to the next stage.

Education in Yemen is slow to

progress and cannot cope with the

era’s changes and advancements, she

added. Students tend to receive words

and instruction from their teacher

without any hard work while teachers

pursue traditional methods and tech-

niques in futile classes.

In some cases, one finds boys and

girls memorizing

verses from the

Holy Qur’an while

at the same time,

they cannot write

them. Syllabuses

are padded and

have no gradability,

teachability or cor-

relation.

Saleh concluded,

saying, “One can

question the fate of the general budget

allocated for education. We always

hear the Vice President stating to the

media that the edu-

cation budget

exceeds that of the

army. Meanwhile,

there are large num-

bers of students who

study outdoors with

outdated boards and

others in classes

with no power or

toilets.”

Schoolgirls complain

When we began investigating, coin-

ciding with first-semester exams at

Ibn Khaldon Primary School in Al-

Tawahi district, we met sixth-grader

Manal Abdullah. We asked her about

exams and the subjects she had that

semester.

After just completing the Qur’anic

exam, she responded, “I studied math-

ematics, geometry, Islamic education,

Arabic language and sociology, which

covers nationalism, geography and

history. Then we have an exam on the

three books at once.”

Q. Do you have difficulty under-

standing the syllabuses?

A. We have difficulties mainly in

mathematics, which includes two

books, arithmetic and geometry. In

other subjects, we

have books filled

with information

that seems futile and

we have trouble

understanding the

content in large

classes, as the num-

ber of students

exceeds 50 per small

classroom. This

makes it difficult for

us to understand what the teacher is

saying.

Q. What is your family back-

ground?

A. My family is composed of eight

children. My father is a simple worker

at the port and my mother has no

work. All of us live in a single room.

We sit and study at home only during

exams, but other times we play with

other children in the streets or watch

TV. I love watching boxing – George

Batistina is my favorite boxer. I also

pursue other activities and participate

in children songs.

Abdullah said her

family’s economic

situation is stable, as

her father works as

an expatriate in the

United Arab

Emirates, and that

she is interested in

magazines like

“Zahrat Al-Khaleej”

and “Al-Yaqada wa Al-Sada.” She

concluded by wishing all her primary

school classmates rapid progress in

their educational acquisitions.

Cheating is a means to success

In assessing the level of Yemeni stu-

dents, high school statistics teacher

Mohamed Ahmad Al-Azazi said,

“Students’ level has declined for a

variety of reasons, such as large class-

es and the fact that a majority of stu-

dents achieve marks through group

cheating in all Aden province schools.

“When we mark student answer

books,” he explained, “we find them

identical due to collective cheating in

all subjects, with no exception. In

marking student answer books, we

usually find numerous dictation errors

students should have overcome in

early stages of education. Some sec-

ondary level students

have not mastered

addition, subtraction,

multiplication or

division, but still pass

secondary school

exams.”

Al-Azazi contin-

ued, “I have worked

in the teaching field

for 12 years and

through my experi-

ence, I found the level of students

declined in passing years due to group

cheating, lack of attention by students’

parents and television programs. All

these drew students’ attention away

from study and sometimes made them

deviate.”

“We call on education authorities to

end the phenomenon of cheating,” he

added.

Asked about test items included on

high school exams, Al-Azazi replied

that when he previously marked

answer books of the literary section of

Lahj, Shabwa, Abyan and Al-Dhale’

provinces, he found that “questions

differed from one governorate to

another, although

ministerial exams

are supposed to be

uniform. Because of

this, some students

complain about an

unjust system,” he

added.

Al-Azazi referred

to errors in new edi-

tions of statistics

books assigned for the third secondary

grade, pointing out, “We find mistakes

in the printing, as well as in the style

of setting mathematical laws. So how

can a student score high marks in ran-

domly set subjects?”

Summing up, Al-Azazi insisted on

the need to eradicate cheating and said

cheats should not be allowed to pass to

the next grade unless they prove to be

hard-working and eligible to pass. He

recommended that concerned govern-

mental parties organize training cours-

es for teachers, study their areas of

weakness and suggest possible solu-

tions to improve them. According to

Al-Azazi, the Ministry of Education

should hold monthly workshops to

discuss the education situation, diffi-

culties teachers face and activate the

role of school administrations.

Education needs

restructuring

A b d u l q a w i

Abdullah Saleh,

General Manager of

A l - T a w a h i

Education Office in

Aden, discussed

exams, “First

semester exams

proceeded normally

in different Al-

Tawahi schools with no problems

observed. We toured district schools

and applied a control system using

secret seat numbers on students’

answer sheets. We tried to apply this

system in a better way to ensure com-

petent educational output.”

According to Saleh, education suf-

fers fluctuating conditions that should

be dealt with seriously. “When we

have to reach top-quality education in

order to serve the country’s develop-

ment, we must pay closer attention to

curricula form and content. Top prior-

ity should be given to teachers and

their qualifications, as they are the

cornerstone of the learning process.

From the teacher, we can make a suc-

cessful example of driving forward the

wheels of development in our coun-

try.”

Concerning complaints by students’

parents about their children’s deterio-

rating progress, Saleh said, “This is a

problem and we have a plan for teach-

ers to closely monitor and observe stu-

dents’ progress beginning from early

stages of education and then identify

and check their areas of interest.”

There are problems galore in

Yemen’s education system, as some

exploit the process to gain unlawful

subsistence while other teachers quit

classes and work as bodyguards for

senior government officials.

Additionally, many Yemeni teachers

gave up the profession and immigrat-

ed to Gulf countries in search of work

and material gain.

Only in Yemen: Children as traffic police!
Earlier this week, a child took charge of directing traffic at
one of the capital’s busiest intersections after noticing the
absence of all traffic police who were supposed to be on duty
at the time. The phenomenon of government employees
shirking their duties has grown tremendously.

A boy that volunteered to direct traffic in the absence of traffic officers.

Yemen’s random education and deteriorating output

Padded syllabuses

and absence of well-

qualified teachers

lead to declining

quality of primary

education output.

Errors in statistics

book, third

secondary grade

literary section,

exhaust large

numbers of students.

Varying high school

exams from one

governorate to

another is unjust to

students.

Group cheating has

become an illegible

means to success.

Lahj province

occupies top place in

this issue.

A classroom full of students, which makes it difficult for them to understand what the teacher is saying.
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TT
he European Community was thought to be
really mature in not letting itself become driv-
en to creating an aura of friction between the
continent and the entire Moslem World. In fact,
one would think that with sizable Moslem

communities in Europe, any European would think twice
about suggesting any form of intimidation that would pro-
voke anger amongst not only Moslems outside the Moslem
continent, but also within the European Community, many
of whom are also citizens of European countries. Why all
this fuss about some silly cartoons drawn by persons who
were not just merely showing “their freedom of self
expression”. One would wonder why any cartoonist far
away in Denmark would find it necessary to waste his tal-
ent on intimidating illustrations of hate and prejudice,
without reason or cause, especially as Moslems have never
brought any harm to him or to Denmark, as far as anyone
knows.

But, had it all ended there, it would not have been so dra-
matic. But why should there be a systematic effort to make
sure that all of Europe is embroiled in such obvious efforts
to foment hatred and bigotry and to break the sanctity of
people who have found that imagery in religion is counter-
productive and leads to unfortunate misunderstandings.
This is not freedom of speech at all but really a well organ-
ized effort to test the European’s people taste for meaning-
less hate mongering disguised as “freedom of speech” or
freedom of the press. Someone or some people are certain-
ly behind this evil streak that has been allowed to stain the
modular attitude that modern Europeans have generally
displayed in dealing with the peoples of other religions and
cultures. Is it really in interest of the Europeans also to join
the Zionist – Evangelical “Crusade” in order to protect
some mischievous cartoonist, who must have been driven
by lucrative offers to foment such an ugly project, certain-
ly drawn by those who thrive on human conflict. One
would almost be ready to say that such mischievous minds
are neither serving the ideals of free speech or the hopes for
world peace, which is what the observer believes is not
what the mind set of most Europeans would find “enjoy-
able”. This observer was not at all impressed by a
“Frenchman” who suggested that no one should prevent
the Europeans from enjoying the “right to laugh”, as if reli-
gion has now become no more than a laughing matter to
this and those many others, who view intimidating car-
toons on other people’s sacred personalities as laughing
matters. For fifteen hundred years, Moslems have avoided
projecting any images of their revered Islamic heroes or
messengers (including Jesus, Zachariah and the many
apostles revered both by Christianity and Islam, not to
mention the many prophets and messengers of the Old
Testament, including Jacob, Ishmael and Isaac and the
patriarch of all prophets, Ibrahim), for no other reason
except to make sure that Moslems do not succumb to idol
worship of any form; i.e. to keep their monotheism sacro-
sanct and intact. For fifteen hundred years, real faithful
Moslems never defied the sanctity of religious edifices of
other religious persuasions in their midst and have insured
that other people’s religious beliefs are tolerated with all
due respect. Surely, modern Europeans can not fail to real-
ize that it is not in anyone’s interest to succumb to the prod-
ding of those with evil inclinations, who have found it
worthwhile to serve their narrow and bigoted interest by
fomenting religious strife in this world, without any ration-
al explanation for unleashing such factional strife.

There is an obvious desire with some people to increase
anti-Moslem hatred in Europe, in the wake of Europeans
being cold to supporting the repression with which the
Israelis have continued to “govern” the occupied territories
of Palestine and it is not difficult to discern that an evil
Zionist hand is behind all this hate mongering. As Abdul-
Bari Atwan of London based Al-Quds Newspaper said,
Moslems living in Europe have always applauded the tol-
erance that Moslems have enjoyed in Europe and have
used Europe as a model of tolerance that would put most of
the repressive regimes in the Arab World to shame in this
modern age. No one would find any meaningful justifica-
tions for such senseless provocation, without succumbing
to the notion that there must be an evil intent behind all this
desire to ignite European – Moslem animosity and there is
no laughing matter in this for anyone, not even for those
who want to enjoy laughing at the expense of the deeply
felt spiritual inclinations of other human beings.

Corrections to last Common Sense on the Doha
Conference

While reporting on the Doha, Qatar Conference on
Enriching the Middle East’s Economic Future in the
Common Sense of Issue 917, please note the following
corrections:

The Conference was inaugurated by speeches by HE
Sheikh Hamad Bin Jasim Jabr Al-Thani, First Deputy
Prime Minister and foreign Minister of Qatar and Former
President Bill Clinton of the United States.

The participants from Yemen also included Mr. Abdul-
Rahman Hayel Sa’eed An’am (Vice Chairman of Hayel
Saeed An’am Group) and Mr. Abdul-Rahman Hayel Saeed
An’am, Director of HSA, in addition to Mr. Mohammed
Al-Ba’adani, Deputy General Manager of Yemen
Liquefied Natural Gas Company (YLNG), whose names
were inadvertently erased from the article.

On another note, Ms. Farida Hashem (the name was also
inadvertently erased in the article), Senior Consultant of
Felixia Associates of London played a significant role in
helping to coordinate the project between the various par-
ties involved.

The Conference will have more detailed coverage in this
and/or the next issue of YT, as the complete final recom-
mendations and results have just been publicized.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

The Arabs are preordained
to live in an inflammable
region. Thus it is predestined
that they have to get used to
the lava gushing out of that
volcano, then to surrender to
that situation and convince
themselves that they are
powerless victims unable to
face the dangers or at least
fortify themselves and pro-
tect their interests. 

This false conviction has
brought with it all forms of
meekness, indifference and weakness. It
has generated a stance that ascribes all
their problems and crises to fate and con-
sequently to foreign schemes and impe-
rialistic conspiracies as well as external
factors. No one admits of neglectfulness
in performing responsibility and duties.
None wants to stand up in defense of the
land and honor at this critical stage the
nation is experiencing and suffering
from injustice, from both foreign and the
kith and kin. This is how the Arab scene
looks as troubled, instable and burdened
with concerns and problems. And thus
seems the Arab entity, submissive and
receiving successive blows without
showing any defensive response. Those
who have the decision-making in their
hands have come out with a decision of
playing in the time-out, going to
extremes in the game of hopeless waiting
and wrongly using them. Any observer
of those practices can see clearly those
indicators. Among those disgraceful
practices are:

-exaggeration in unleashing resound-
ing slogans and phrases that have intoxi-
cated the Arabs for more than sixty
years. There are always words without
being followed by acts, not even a kind
of formalism, to give them some kind of
credibility and objectivity. Even those
words are stripped of their objectivity
and meanings. What an official says is
not as important as how and when he
says it. What he says is valueless without
being followed by decisions, stances and
radical curing. How and when the leader
practices his acts is more valuable than
the act itself. 

-with absence of accuracy and timing,
deception and enlargement of lies have
changed to addiction of another plague,
i.e. the entertainment of submissiveness
in every walk of life, our decisions and
acts. The role of being active has become
something of a marvel for the Arabs, if
not among the impossible. 

-paralysis has affected the Arab joint
action and has influenced most of inter-
nal activities related to it and the big
issues as well. All effective and serious
initiatives have frozen, except some
beautifying operations and token move-
ments for keeping situations as they are
and calming down crises.

-those practices changed into a habit
exhausting Arab potentials and disap-
pointing them. They work under effect of
intoxication is leading to taming the
Arab masses and makes them used to
surrender to the bitter reality under the
absence of the spirit of responsibility and
sacredness of duty. 

-absence of the sense of responsibility
has led to avoid treatments and refusal of
recognizing the present and future dan-
gers. This situation has led to stabiliza-

tion of the state of disuni-
ty and fragmentation and
to be a reality we have to
endure. 

Not one reasonable
will deny the existence
of hostile foreign
schemes planned before-
hand, stemming from
enmity or certain purpos-
es machinated by several
world and Zionist forces.
The question is where

our duties, responsibilities,
and plans are, and where are our resolu-
tion, decisions and efforts to unite the
ranks for confrontation and defeating the
enemies in defense of our rights, lands
and interests. It seems there is no ray of
hope or light at the end of the long dark
tunnel. There are only words without
acts and illusions without efforts and sur-
render to the “general” time as a weapon;
some claim it had achieved what was
hoped for many times in the past. 

In occupied Palestine the alleged farce
of democracy is repeated. One govern-
ment falls, early elections are held and a
new government comes to resume
implementing the same Zionist scheme.
The Israelis make fool of us and of the
world after they exchange roles and
alternatively put on the masks of hawks
and doves. Directing this farce contains
demonic details and bribes of alliance
with remnants of the Likud, and remains
of the Labor. Between them lie the small
rightist parties performing the role of
blocker to any decision or step to be
taken. As for the Palestinians and the
Arabs they have only to play in the time-
out. 

In Iraq there are elections succeeding
elections and constitutions follow a con-
stitution. Meanwhile, the country is
drowned in labyrinths of massacres, sec-
tarian seditions, and plots of partition.
Terrorism influence is aggravating and
the occupation is enhancing its bases and
realizing its goals despite the losses it
sustains and difficulties it is facing.
Frequent postponements and frequent
promises, conferences, mediations and
initiatives are active whereas the inno-
cent blood is shed and the Iraqi wealth is
being exhausted and the nation’s destiny
faces more dangers. Nevertheless, we
have to wait and hope for soon solutions
to salvage what is possible of Iraq.

In Syria and Lebanon, there are suc-
cessive postponements to decide the sit-
uation and disclose the fact about the
assassination of Lebanese former Prime
Minister Rafiq Hariri. We have to wait
for many months. Months should be ded-
icated for work of the international
investigation committee, the state of
watching, anxiety and stagnation in the
two countries, crises, exhaustion of ener-
gies and freezing of projects, more rifts
in Lebanese-Syrian relations, instigation
of sectarian seditions, threats to national
unity and spread of despair and disap-
pointment. Even the resistance in
Lebanon began to lose some of its capa-
bilities and state of unanimity, by virtue
of which it had scored victory over Israel
and forced it to withdraw from Lebanon.

Intrigues in Egypt began after the par-
liamentary elections, defeat of opposi-
tion parties such as the Nasserites and al-
Wafd, non-nomination of Copts and

women by the ruling National Party and
success of the Muslim Brotherhood by
more than 20% of parliament seats. Also
in Egypt there are the sentence of five
years imprisonment against Aymen
Nour, the United States demand for his
release and granting the opposition and
civil society organisations more free-
doms in work, in line with the principle
of democracy.

In Yemen there are the return of
bloody battles in Saada, the ruling GPC
party comes out of its 7th conference by
accusing the opposition parties- the
JMP- of bidding in their initiative about
the program of comprehensive reform
needed at this stage. Also there is the
president’s back down from not nomi-
nating for the upcoming presidential
elections. The year 2006 in Yemen is
witnessing local elections in April and
presidential elections in September. The
economic situation pushes the public to
demand for food security, security, med-
icine and curbing unemployment and
inflation. We have to wait for what hap-
pens after interference of the Central
Bank and taking control of one of the
national banks that was distinguished in
areas of credit and development and
granting small tradesmen and contrac-
tors facilities to carry out projects and
employment of labor.  

Those samples of issues give a clear-
cut image of the Arabs’ condition nowa-
days and their loss in oceans of crises
and secondary details and western illu-
sions. Against all that, the right is lost,
the land usurped, the fact hidden, inter-
ests confiscated and the citizen’s needs
neglected and his hopes disappointed.

The process of retreat continues and
the Arabs are prevented from catching up
with developments of the age and bene-
fiting from its scientific wealth and
exploiting their available riches. 

What I dread most is that after the end
of playing in the timeout we will discov-
er we have to return to it and enter into
its whirlwinds. The days of decision are
coming tomorrow, or in months or a
year. Are we going to look for another
timeout and gamble with our interests
and destinies of the people; in their pres-
ent and future? 

These sad words are not meant for tak-
ing part in a process of self-torture while
we are receiving the year 2006. They are
meant for pinpointing the points of dis-
ease and describing our present situation
and agonies that are torturing every Arab
human. They are meant to be a call for
reawakening and preparation for the
great imperative tasks and surprises
expected from the current course of
events. Is there an Arab strategy being
planned for this stage? This is a call for
the Khartoum Arab Summit. Are there
initiatives  for joining forces and fortifi-
cation of fronts while waiting for what
consequences there are going to be in
Palestine, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon,
Sudan and Yemen and in various parts of
the Arab land, which possesses riches
and all resources of development?            

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an economist
and a professor in Political Science and
an expert in administrative development.
He is the head of a number of profession-
al associations, such as the Arab Group
for Investment and Development.

By: Prof.
Abdulaziz al-Tarb

Will the Arabs continue
playing in the timeout?
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Unnecessary Provocations

& some important corrections

What is with Europe?

OpinionOpinion

Yemeni Jews

IIam a fan-reader of Yemen
Times. It is an absolutely

wonderful newspaper that
covers much of the on-going
affairs of Yemen. I was born
and raised here in the United
States to Yemenite Jewish
parents. We still have a
strong sense of Yemenite
tradition. I would like to
know, is it possible that
Yemen Times could make
an article dedicated to the
Yemenite Jews? I am not
sure how many there are left
in Yemen, but some figures
put it at 600-1,000. I have
been to Yemen and I simply
could not leave it. Because
of my profound love and
amazement of the land and
people, I stayed another
month over my expected
return to the States. I per-
sonally share
yementimes.com with many
of my friends here and else-
where. But, we would
appreciate it if more articles

could be brought up and
written about Yehude
Teymen, or Hebrew for
Yemenite Jews.

Deen Gollani

ezra_el_0203@yahoo.com

Fear of human
disaster in Red Sea

AA s we know there is
always some very haz-

ardous trip which the only
horn African refugees pay
its prize while crossing the
300km gulf of Aden, the
latest one approximately
400 desperate refugee had
lost their lives, during the
latest two months of the last
year. its running from Death
and to death was the day to
day activities which always
happens in that death Sea.

Moreover we had heard
the calls of international
human rights organizations
expressing their deep con-
cern about that tragedy and
as usual this does not
change the ways and rea-

sons, which causes the death
of the desperate refugees.
before its beginning in 1992,
the first was Goobweyn
Ship which was the first to
sail from Somali to Yemen
during the onset of the civil
war in Somalia.

The sole explanations
were the poor infrastruc-
tures of both the source and
target countries which could
not make possible to contain
that everlasting human
tragedy on one hand. And
the unwillingness of the
international community to
effectively address the root
cause of the problem fo at
least to diminish.

We believe as a Somali
refugee intellectuals in
Yemen that if the interna-
tional community does not
take a preventive and
responsive steps towards
these desperate horn African
refugees there would be a
real human disaster which
will happen during the

upcoming months. This has
few explanations:

First a prolonged drought
that hit the southern west of
Somalia had a wide impacts
of the great new influx to
Yemen for the upcoming
months particularly from
The region of Geode in
Southern Somalia was the
hardest-hit by the regional
drought that had affected the
neighbouring Ethiopia and
its epicentre in northern
Kenya.

People living mainly from
rearing cattle sold to their
Kenyan neighbours to buy
grain, their animals had
started dying by the hundred
and thousands. Inter-ethnic
clan fighting had worsened
as rival clans battled for the
few remaining water points
in the barren region, as aid
workers said the crisis was
as much a water crisis as it
was for food. as said by aid
worker

Second: the Somalis has

Letters to the Editor

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and
journalist for more than 20 years.
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ate in 2005, increasing

global attention to the

U.S. policy of holding

some terror suspects as

“ghost detainees”—indef-

initely, incommunicado, and without

charges at undisclosed locations out-

side of the United States—further dam-

aged U.S. credibility. Key U.S. allies

such as Britain and Canada compound-

ed the leadership problem in 2005 by

seeking to undermine certain critical

international rights protections. Britain

sought to justify sending terrorist sus-

pects to countries that torture, and

Canada worked aggressively to dilute

key provisions of a new treaty on

enforced disappearances. 

These governments, as well as other

members of the European Union, also

continued to subordinate human rights

in their relations with others whom they

deemed useful in fighting terrorism or

pursuing other goals. 

That tendency, coupled with the

European Union’s continued difficulty

in responding firmly to even serious

human rights violations, meant that the

E.U. did not compensate for this dimin-

ished human rights leadership. Fighting

terrorism is central to the human rights

cause. Any deliberate attack on civil-

ians is an affront to fundamental values

of the human rights movement. And

acts of terrorism took an appalling toll

in 2005. 

In Iraq attacks on civilians occurred

nearly every day, killing thousands,

while other terror attacks claimed the

lives of civilians in Afghanistan,

Britain, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel,

Jordan, Nepal, Pakistan, Thailand, and

the United Kingdom. But the willing-

ness to flout human rights to fight ter-

rorism is not only illegal and wrong; it

is counterproductive. These human

rights violations generate indignation

and outrage that spur terrorist recruit-

ment, undermine the public cooperation

with law-enforcement officials that is

essential to exposing secret terrorist

cells, and cede the moral high ground

for those combating the terrorist

scourge. 

Among other pressing challenges in

2005 were the Uzbekistan govern-

ment’s massacre of hundreds of demon-

strators in Andijan in May; the

Sudanese government’s consolidation

of ethnic cleansing in Darfur, in west-

ern Sudan; continued severe repression

in Burma, North Korea, Turkmenistan,

and Tibet and Xinjiang in China; tight

restrictions on civil society in Saudi

Arabia, Syria, and Vietnam; persistent

atrocities in the Democratic Republic

of Congo (“DRC”) and the Russian

republic of Chechnya; and massive,

politically motivated forced evictions

in Zimbabwe. Although the United

States responded to several of these

developments, its impact was seriously

undercut by its diminished credibility.

The effect was most immediate on

issues of torture and indefinite deten-

tion (indeed, the administration rarely

even raised concerns about torture by

other countries and would have been

labeled a hypocrite if it had), but even

when the administration spoke out in

defense of human rights or acted com-

mendably, its initiatives made less

headway as a result of the credibility

gap. 

European and other powers, mean-

while, had their own credibility prob-

lems or did far too little to correct the

balance. The result was a global leader-

ship void when it came to defending

human rights. Sadly, Russia and China

were all too happy to fill that void by

building economic, political, and mili-

tary alliances without regard to the

human rights practices of their partners.

China’s rise as an economic power, and

Russia’s determination to halt democra-

tising trends in the former Soviet

Union, meant that many governments

around the world confronted a political

landscape significantly realigned to the

detriment of human rights protection.

China’s and Russia’s disregard for

human rights in their foreign relations

created, in turn, further pressure for

Western governments to do likewise for

fear of losing economic opportunities

and political allies. Against this bleak

backdrop, certain bright spots could

still be found in the global system for

defending human rights. Sometimes the

major Western powers still managed to

stand up for human rights, as in Burma,

North Korea, and Sudan. 

Other times, governments from the

developing world stepped in. India, for

example, played a constructive role in

opposing the king of Nepal’s takeover

of the government in February and his

crackdown on political parties and civil

society (although India continued lend-

ing support to Burma’s murderous gen-

erals). 

The Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) did better with

Burma, successfully pressuring it to

relinquish its 2006 chairmanship

because of its disastrous human rights

record. Mexico took the lead in con-

vincing the United Nations Commission

on Human Rights to maintain a special

rapporteur on protecting human rights

while countering terrorism. Kyrgyzstan

stood up to intense pressure from its

powerful neighbor, Uzbekistan, to res-

cue all but four of 443 refugees from the

Andijan massacre, and Romania accept-

ed the rescued refugees for temporary

resettlement pending long-term reloca-

tion. Still, governments from the devel-

oping world were hardly consistent

themselves in defending human rights.

Some of them took the lead, for exam-

ple, in undermining the U.N.

Commission on Human Rights and try-

ing to prevent the emergence of an

improved successor, the proposed U.N.

Human Rights Council. Others prevent-

ed the U.N. General Assembly from

condemning ongoing ethnic cleansing

in Darfur. Moreover, even those that

showed a genuine commitment to

human rights lacked the influence to

make up for reduced Western backing.

At the multilateral level, there was also

some good news to report in 2005. 

The International Criminal Court

advanced with the filing of its first

indictments— on Uganda—and the

U.N. Security Council’s first referral to

it of a case—Darfur. A U.N. committee

concluded negotiations on a new con-

vention to combat enforced disappear-

ances, and fifteen African countries

adopted a new protocol on the rights of

women. A summit of world leaders at

the United Nations endorsed a

Canadian-sponsored concept of a global

“responsibility to protect” people facing

mass slaughter, and took preliminary

steps toward strengthening the organi-

zation’s human rights machinery, but as

this report went to press in late

November, major questions remained

about the fate and definition of the pro-

posed Human Rights Council. 

Human Rights Watch is dedicated to

protecting the human rights of people

around the world. It stands with victims

and activists to prevent discrimination,

to uphold political freedom, to protect

people from inhumane conduct in

wartime, and to bring offenders to jus-

tice. Human Rights Watch investigates

and exposes human rights violations

and hold abusers accountable. It chal-

lenges governments and those who hold

power to end abusive practices and

respect international human rights law.

It also enlists the public and the interna-

tional community to support the cause

of human rights for all.

Human Rights Watch began in 1978

with the founding of its Europe and

Central Asia division (then known as

Helsinki Watch). Today, it also includes

divisions covering Africa, the Americas,

Asia, and the Middle East. In addition,

it includes three thematic divisions on

arms, children’s rights, and women’s

rights. It maintains offices in Berlin,

Brussels, Geneva, London, Los

Angeles, Moscow, New York, San

Francisco, Tashkent, Toronto, and

Washington. Human Rights Watch is an

independent, nongovernmental organi-

zation, supported by contributions from

private individuals and foundations

worldwide. It accepts no government

funds, directly or indirectly.
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American formula for
democratic changes in

Middle East

Human rights violations

generate indignation and

outrage that spur terrorist

recruitment, undermine the

public cooperation with law-

enforcement officials that is

essential to exposing secret

terrorist cells, and cede the

moral high ground for those

combating the terrorist

scourge.

Fighting terrorism is central

to the human rights cause. Any

deliberate attack on civilians is

an affront to fundamental val-

ues of the human rights move-

ment. And acts of terrorism

took an appalling toll in 2005.

Against this bleak backdrop,

certain bright spots could still

be found in the global system

for defending human rights.

Sometimes the major Western

powers still managed to stand

up for human rights, as in

Burma, North Korea, and

Sudan.

A U.N. committee concluded

negotiations on a new conven-

tion to combat enforced disap-

pearances, and fifteen African

countries adopted a new proto-

col on the rights of women.

In 2005, evidence emerged

showing that several of the

world’s leading powers now

consider torture, in various

guises, a serious policy option.

By: Shlomo Avineri

TT
he victory of the

fundamentalist Hamas in

the Palestinian elections

will have far-reaching

consequences for the

region, some totally unexpected. Two

aspects, however, are already visible.

The Hamas victory is, first and

foremost, an indication of the total

failure of the traditional Palestinian

leadership to create a body politic.

Palestine is not yet a state, but it is

already a failed one.

Since the Oslo Accords of l993

between Israel and the PLO, the

Palestinians enjoyed limited transitional

autonomy. To be sure, the new

Palestinian Authority (PA) took power

under difficult conditions, but which

new liberation movement does not face

serious challenges when it finally must

govern?

The PA had an opportunity to lay the

institutional foundations for a

functioning state. But, but instead of

supplying the population with the

necessary infrastructure – economic

development, education, welfare,

medical services, housing, and refugee

rehabilitation – Yasser Arafat’s Fatah-led

PA spent more than 70% of its meager

budget on a dozen competing security

and intelligence services, neglecting all

other spheres of activity. It created what

is called in Arabic a Mukhabarat

(security services) state, very much like

what is prevalent in almost all Arab

countries – Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia,

republics and monarchies alike.

The vacuum that the PA left

elsewhere, including the social sphere,

was filled by Hamas. Indeed, its

popularity is due not only to its

fundamentalist Islamic ideology and its

commitment to the destruction of Israel.

The high esteem in which Palestinians

hold Hamas also grew out of what

Hamas actually did for them while the

PA squandered its resources. 

It was not only the endemic corruption

of the official Palestinian leadership that

turned so many Palestinians from it.

Hamas set up better schools,

kindergartens, crèches for mothers,

medical centers, welfare services, and

programs for youth and women – all of

this in addition giving special grants to

the families of suicide bombers. In the

elections, Hamas received its dividend

for doing what the Fatah-led Palestinian

Authority failed to do.

It is still an open question whether

Hamas in government will become more

pragmatic and less committed to

terrorism: it certainly is a possibility, and

one should not prejudge the outcome.

But nor, on the other hand, is it clear that

the existing organs of the Palestinian

Authority – especially the security

services at its disposal – will allow a

peaceful transfer of power. Indeed, no

such precedent exists: there has never

been a peaceful transfer of power in any

of the Arab League’s 22 member states.

Israel’s response to Hamas’s victory

will obviously be complicated by its own

elections on March 28, and by a

government headed by an interim prime

minister, Ehud Olmert, owing to

Sharon’s incapacitation just weeks after

leaving Likud and founding a new,

centrist party, Kadima (Forward). 

Despite Sharon’s absence, Kadima

maintains its lead in public opinion polls

– the most recent gave it 44 of the

Knesset’s 120 seats, compared to 21 for

Labor and 14 for the right-wing rump-

Likud, under Binyamin Netanyahu.

Kadima’s success is due to Sharon’s

main innovation in Israeli politics: the

successful unilateral disengagement

from Gaza.

That withdrawal was based on the

conviction that the gaps between the

Israeli and Palestinian positions are too

wide to enable meaningful negotiations.

Hence, Israel must start deciding the

future boundaries of the country

unilaterally, hoping for eventual

negotiations at a later stage.

This is also the line adopted by

Olmert. But Hamas’s victory suggests

that the gaps between the Israeli and

Palestinian sides will grow even wider,

and that the chances for a negotiated

settlement will recede even farther into

the future. This leaves further unilateral

Israeli moves – such as a partial set of

withdrawals from selected areas in the

West Bank – as the only feasible option.

Realistic conflict management will

replace utopian hopes for conflict

resolution.

In a region full of paradoxes, the

Hamas victory may have added another

one: usually, when extremists on one

side become stronger, it plays into the

hands of extremists on the other side,

producing a dangerous spiral effect. In

this case, however, the victory of the

extremist Hamas may strengthen not the

extremists of Likud, but, surprisingly,

the more moderate centrists of Kadima.

One cannot be certain of such an

outcome, of course, but it is now the best

that one can realistically hope for.

Shlomo Avineri is Professor of Political

Science at the Hebrew University and

former Director-General of Israel’s

Foreign Ministry.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2006.
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DD
uring the past decade –

particularly since the

September 11, 2001,

attacks on the United

States – Westerners

have generally considered international

terrorism to be the most urgent threat to

human security. Accordingly, vast

resources have been mobilized and

expended to counter its many forms.

Unfortunately, however, the US-led

invasion of Afghanistan and the subse-

quent invasion – without UN authority

– of Iraq underscore the primacy of mil-

itary solutions in the strategic thinking

of affluent nations. At the same time,

developing countries have continued to

grapple with the persistence of mass

poverty, endemic disease, malnutrition,

environmental degradation, and gross

income inequity, all of which have

caused a degree of human suffering that

far exceeds what has been caused by

terrorist attacks.

We need, therefore, to revisit today’s

global challenges from a Third-World

perspective. Indeed, a fundamental les-

son of terrorist attacks and insurgencies,

we now know, is that no nation, howev-

er self-sufficient, can afford to remain

heedless of whether others sink or

swim.

For much of the developing world,

the basic instability of international

relations – owing to terrorist strikes,

guerrilla warfare, and the preemptive

wars that America threatens on its ene-

mies – is aggravating socioeconomic

anxieties and fueling doubts about the

benefits of globalization. Certainly, we

are all beginning to realize how precar-

ious that process is – how easily market

mechanisms can be rolled back by cul-

tural resentments stemming from eco-

nomic exploitation, political oppres-

sion, and social injustice.

People in the industrialized countries

are already an estimated 74 times richer

per capita than those in the poorest

countries. Today, one-quarter of the

world’s population still lives on the

equivalent of less than one US dollar a

day, and the World Bank says that the

daily spending power of 1.2 billion peo-

ple is roughly equal to the price of a

hamburger, two soft drinks, or three

candy bars in the West. According to the

UN Food and Agriculture Organization,

815 million people, including 200 mil-

lion children under the age of five, go to

bed hungry each night. Obviously, there

must be an intensification of efforts to

reduce global poverty, which has

become a breeding ground of resent-

ment, envy, and despair – hence, a

ready producer of violence and suicide

bombers. 

The G-8 countries’ agreement last

year to a debt write-off for the 18 poor-

est states – 16 in Africa and two in Latin

America – is a splendid, but insuffi-

cient, beginning. The 100 most indebt-

ed countries still find the burden of

servicing their collective $2.3 trillion in

official debt increasingly hard to bear,

leaving them hard put to finance nation-

al programs spelled out by the UN’s

Millennium Development Goals

(MDG’s), which seek to halve global

poverty by 2015.

If we are to close the global gap in

personal security and economic well-

being, the community of nations will

need to cultivate a new ethos of mutual

responsibility. The Philippine govern-

ment has proposed that half of all

scheduled debt payments be withheld

for a specified period, to be invested in

reforestation, clean water, housing, food

production, primary healthcare, sanita-

tion, basic education, farm-to-market

roads, ecologically sound tourism,

micro-finance, and related MDG proj-

ects. For lenders, debt could be convert-

ed, wherever possible, into equity in

MDG projects with earning potential,

while building up poor countries’

capacity for self-reliance. 

But self-reliance will be impossible

to achieve as long as the rich countries

favor free markets and free trade only

when it suits them. Even UN Secretary-

General Kofi Annan has warned that the

unrestrained tide of globalization might

not raise all boats, but only the yachts –

while overturning a lot of canoes.

The most glaring injustice in this

respect has been the failure of the US

and the European Union to deliver sub-

stantially on their promises of market

access to agricultural exports from poor

countries. Bimal Ghosh, a former direc-

tor of the UN Development Program,

famously calculated that the daily sub-

sidy for every cow in the EU – current-

ly amounting to ¤2.50 – exceeds the

daily income of millions of poor people

around the world. The poor countries

argue that broader liberalization in the

EU, the US, and Japan alone would

yield benefits worth up to $142 billion

by 2015.

The G-8 nations and the global

alliance that America leads must aim

not merely to defeat terrorism. They

must address all aspects of human secu-

rity, including people’s well-being and

safety in their homes, neighborhoods,

and workplaces. And they must win

people’s allegiance by the power of

their values and their ideals – not only

by isolating terrorists and extremists,

but also by helping, in meaningful

ways, poor countries to prosper.

Above all, those who lead us today

must create a genuinely new global

order in which all peoples take part –

with dignity and an assurance of fair-

ness.

Fidel Valdez Ramos was President of

the Philippines and is currently chair-

man of the Ramos Peace and

Development Foundation and the Boao

Forum for Asia.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2006.

www.project-syndicate.org
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By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

TT
he General Authority for
Tourist Development
exerts much effort in pro-
moting markets in the Old
City of Sana’a as part of

the tourism product aimed at a large
sector of foreign tourists.

Culture and Tourism Undersecretary
Mohammed Mohammed Mutahar said

promoting Old Sana’a markets is part
of a plan to diversify tourism to meet
the desires of a large number of avail-
able European and other tourist mar-
kets. He noted that Old Sana’a has been
a UNESCO world heritage landmark
since 1986. Since then, continuous

efforts have been exerted to protect and
preserve the area to maintain its tradi-
tional architectural style, markets and
other aspects.

According a recent field survey of
European tour organizers, Yemen is
considered a target filled with huge
potential to attract tourists. Survey
results revealed that 70 percent of
organizers considered Yemen a tourist
attraction due to its unique architectur-
al heritage; 65 percent attributed it to
Yemen’s deep-rooted history; 56 per-
cent attributed it to Yemen being virgin
territory and a not yet fully discovered
country maintaining its original stamp
and flavor; and 16 percent attributed it
to Yemen being a suitable temptation
for adventure travelers.

Survey results pointed out that the
Old City always remains crowded with
tourists. It captures their eyes and cam-
eras and because of its wonderful hand-
icraft products. Above all, the markets
provide a good opportunity to observe
lifestyles and practices that mostly
have vanished.

Market life and activity begins with
the first rays of sunlight and continues
until late at night. Peddlers display
their wares on old stone sidewalks and
tourists snap photos of them with
astonishment and smiles on their faces.
There are women, children and vari-
ously-attired people of all ages and fea-
tures. The one who reads what
Jamaludin Al-Shahari, who died in
1176 H.D., wrote about Old Sana’a
markets in his book will realize the
markets’ true loyalty to their past and
the extent of their relationship with
their origins.

Old Sana’a markets were and still
are reputed for all kinds of Arab bever-
ages and sweets served with coffee.
The confectionery industry still pre-
serves its original flavor despite new
materials introduced like artificial col-
ors and flavors. Additionally, Old

Sana’a markets are famous for their
trade in traditional medical herbs and
drugs still widely used. Thus, it is no
wonder Sana’a markets are targeted by
Arab and Western tourists and indis-
pensable to those searching for the per-
fumes of the history and magic of
ancient oriental nights.

Such interest has moved some Old
City inhabitants to convert their houses
into much-visited tourist hotels com-
peting with five-star hotels. Tourists

are served traditional Yemeni meals
and there are sessions for coffee drink-
ing, listening to Sana’ani music and
singing. Sana’ani family house visits
are organized for tour groups to take
part in qat-chewing sessions and live
the traditional life of Old Sana’a inhab-
itants.

Old Sana’a markets still blend a bal-
anced and comfortable rhythm between
old and new architectural styles. Even
introducing businesses with glass

showrooms into the markets has not
influenced their originality and beauty.
They represent a continuous heritage
and history, where past meets present
in close relationship, giving visitors the
opportunity to see and experience it
with their own eyes. The markets are a
renewable historical landmark of
ancient Arabian life and considered a
living museum, documenting many
popular traditions and customs mostly
extinct in other Arab countries.

By: Stephano Micossi

TT
he European Commission

is considering a common

model of corporate taxa-

tion for the European

Union that cannot possibly

work. Instead, it should consider a sim-

pler, and more viable, alternative that

already exists.

Corporate income in the EU is cur-

rently taxed under widely divergent

national rules, based on separate

accounting (SA) of income earned in

each country. Cross-border intra-compa-

ny transactions are accounted for

according to market prices for similar

transactions – the so-called “arm’s-

length principle” (ALP).

The system is complex, expensive to

administer, and can result in double tax-

ation because members usually do not

allow full write-offs for losses and tax

liabilities incurred abroad. It is also

prone to tax evasion, owing to different

definitions of corporate income in the

member states and the vast opportunities

for cheating offered by ALP (since refer-

ence market prices often do not exist),

not to mention profit-shifting to low-tax

jurisdictions.    

The Commission is now proposing

that EU companies operating in more

than one member state be taxed on a

common definition of earned income –

the Common Consolidated Base

Taxation (CCBT). Earned income would

be calculated on a consolidated basis for

the group and then “apportioned” among

the member states according to a formu-

la reflecting each business unit’s contri-

bution to overall group income. The for-

mula could include such factors as sales,

payroll, and tangible assets, as in Canada

and the United States, or value-added,

adjusted to exclude imports in order to

measure the value-added “produced” in

each country. Each member state would

remain free to decide the tax rate appli-

cable to its portion of group income.

Under this approach, taxable income

would be determined from the consoli-

dated accounts based on international

accounting standards (IAS), which since

2005 have become legally binding for

EU-listed companies’ financial reports.

This offers full tax write-offs for losses

within company groups, and transfer

prices would no longer matter.

Even so, the Commission’s proposal

has fatal shortcomings. For one thing,

the factors included in the apportion-

ment formula would in practice be taxed

at the national rates, creating fresh

incentives for factor- and profit-shifting. 

But it is two other obstacles that ren-

der CCBT hopeless. First, the IAS

responds to the information needs of

financial investors, but it does not pro-

vide a reliable definition of income for

tax purposes. The accrual principle typi-

cal of financial accounting is incompati-

ble with tax systems’ realization princi-

ple. Moreover, the IAS leaves the allo-

cation of profit and losses to different

fiscal years largely undetermined, with

each member state choosing different

solutions. 

Second, common legal rules on group

consolidation do not exist; indeed, many

EU countries’ commercial law contains

no legal definition of a group. The attri-

bution of companies to a common group

would need to be based on legal control,

that is, ownership of some defined

threshold of equity – 51% or higher. But

a much lower share of equity often is

sufficient to secure de facto control, thus

encouraging groups to adapt their capital

structure – moving firms in and out of

the group’s boundaries – to minimize tax

liabilities.

Clearly, CCBT is a non-starter. But

this doesn’t mean that EU companies are

condemned to live with 25 different

national tax systems. The idea of a com-

mon tax base must be preserved in order

to simplify the system and narrow the

scope for profit-shifting. However, a

radical change in approach is required:

the notion of income as a basis for cor-

porate taxation should be scrapped alto-

gether.

Referring to corporate income made

sense when company taxation was seen

as a “back stop” within a system of pro-

gressive taxation of personal incomes.

But most countries have now adopted

“dual” income taxation that treat the

fruits of capital more leniently than other

personal income. More importantly, the

notion of corporate income is inherently

arbitrary, for it is based on correct meas-

urement of capital consumption in each

tax period, which has become less and

less reliable owing to the increased

importance of intangibles in the value of

companies.

Moreover, any tax whose proceeds

increase in line with company returns is

bound to discourage investment. This

disincentive disappears if the corporate

tax base is decoupled from current prof-

its and linked to some broad measure of

activity. Indeed, this would create an

incentive for each company to outper-

form the average, since above-average

profits would go untaxed.

Another reason to scrap income and

move to presumptive taxation of corpo-

rate activities stems from the EU’s

decentralized nature. While taxing the

return on capital at the national level

could discourage investment, taxing

companies in exchange for location

advantages might not. Countries that

offer world-class infrastructure, high-

skill staff, and simple business rules may

be well entitled to ask companies to pay

a commensurate tax in return.

In sum, the EU “federal” corporate

tax should be thought of as a benefit tax,

based on a broad measure of activity,

applied at a moderate rate, and unrelated

to current returns; nor should it be

deductible from other taxes. Among the

various options under consideration, the

value-added tax base – perhaps averaged

over a number of years – looks best,

since the accounting and tax-assessment

infrastructures already exist.

Of course, value-added includes prof-

its, and to this extent the incentive for

companies to manipulate transfer prices

may reappear. But the incentive would

be much weakened, because gross

returns typically represent a fairly small

share of total value-added.     

This model leaves the assessment and

administration of corporate taxes entire-

ly in the hands of member states, and

would not require harmonization of

legal and accounting rules. It would be

transparent, simple, and easy to adminis-

ter. The gigantic apparatus for managing

transfer prices and tax credit claims with

foreign tax authorities could be disman-

tled.

Indeed, the only losers would be

Europe’s outsized army of tax lawyers

and accountants.

Stefano Micossi, a former Director

General of Industry at the European

Commission, is Managing Director of

Assonime, a business association and

think tank in Rome.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2006.  

www.project-syndicate.org

Yemen Times Staff

II
n a Jan. 25 meeting in Beijing
between Yemen’s Minister of
Communications and Information
Technology, Abdulmalik Ismael
Al-Maalami, and his Chinese

counterpart, the two ministers discussed
bilateral cooperation in areas of commu-
nications, information technology and
exchange of expertise.

Al-Maalami also reviewed
with the Chinese minister
China’s technological capabili-
ties and Yemen’s prospects of
benefiting from them, in addition
to information technology and
communications development.

The two ministers met on the sidelines
of meetings of the seventh session of the
Yemeni-Chinese Joint Committee for
Economic, Trade and Technical
Cooperation January 23-25 in Beijing. 

At the meeting’s conclusion, the two
sides signed session minutes containing
results they reached, focusing on consol-
idating cooperation in various fields.
Main fields agreed upon were economic,
trade, oil, loans and future investment
programs. The minutes also included
special preparations for Yemeni President
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s expected visit to
China this year, as well as celebration

preparations for the 50th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between the two
countries.

The volume of trade exchange
between Yemen and China currently

amounts to $1.6 billion; however, this
does not correspond with the two coun-
tries’ high level of cooperation. Thus,
they intend to intensify efforts to expand
the relationship to increase volume of
trade exchange from $1.9 to $3 billion by
the Chinese government’s encouraging
its firms to invest in Yemen.

Cooperation between Yemen and
China has witnessed great improvement
in the areas of crude oil, natural gas, ener-
gy, industry and communications, among
others. In this regard, the two countries
recently signed $36 million in agree-
ments.

Yemen Times Staff

PP
reparations are underway

for meetings of the sixth

session of the Yemeni-

Egyptian Joint Higher

Committee March 1 and 2

in Sana’a. Meetings will be co-chaired

by Yemeni Prime Minister Abdulqader

Bajammal and his Egyptian counter-

part, Dr. Ahmed Nadhif.

Sources close to the committee said

the two-day meetings will discuss

more than 20 drafts of cooperation

agreements, protocols, memoranda of

understanding and executive pro-

grams. They include trade and econo-

my, information, judiciary, roads,

housing, youth and sport, media, sci-

entific and technical research, water

resources and irrigation areas.

Sources mentioned that arrange-

ments to convene the committee were

the focus and topic of a Jan. 25 meet-

ing between Yemen’s Minister of

Industry and Trade, Dr. Khalid Rajih

Sheikh, and Egyptian ambassador to

Yemen, Dr. Mohammed Badrudin.

During the meeting, both Yemeni and

Egyptian officials discussed prepara-

tion stages for successful committee

meetings guaranteeing positive results

for enhanced relations between the two

countries.

Trade sources said there are meeting

preparations for ad hoc committees

Feb. 25 and 26 in Sana’a followed by a

ministerial preparatory committee

meeting Feb. 27 and 28, also in Sana’a.

The ministerial committee meeting

will be chaired by Rajih Sheikh repre-

senting the Yemeni side and Dr. Faiza

Abulnaja, Minister of International

Cooperation on the Egyptian side. The

sources added that political, economic,

technical and cultural committees also

will meet, as well as two consular and

cooperation and drafting committees.

View of old Sanaʼa, the walled city with its unique architecture style.

What Corporate Tax for Europe?

Old Sana’a markets a top priority in tourist promotion

Efforts to increase Yemen-China 
volume of trade exchange to $3 billion

Yemen & Egypt at threshold 
of more developed cooperation

Old Sanaʼa markets are the main atraction of Arab and foreign tourists

Mr.Abdulmalik Ismael Al-Maalami

Yemeni-Egyptian Joint Higher Committee meetings

at the beginning of March to discuss 20 draft agree-

ments in various areas of cooperation.

In meetings of the seventh session of the Yemeni-

Chinese Joint Committee, the two countries agreed

to consolidate their cooperation in economic, trade,

oil and investment fields.

Markets in the Old City of Sana’a simultaneously

embody a combination of trading importance and

tourist attraction.
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ACROSS

1 Wine-producing city

5 They may sting

9 Away from the speaker

14 Vandyke site

15 Parisian lady friend

16 Moth-___ (stale)

17 Legal wrongdoing

18 Attorneyʼs aides

20 Song featured in several films

22 Split in two

23 Room for

9-Down, perhaps

24 Insectsʼ sensors

27 “Look before you leap,ʼʼ e.g.

30 Ernie on the fairway

33 Noted channel swimmer

35 What a wahine may pluck, for

short

36 Discontinue

37 First Emmy-winning song

40 Weigh station concern

41 Go one better

42 One of four in a year

43 French condiment

44 Itʼs unmetered

46 Hollywood mover

47 It has a wet floor

48 Lorre film persona

50 Rodgers and Hart ballad

57 Wife of Louis XVI

58 It sailed to Colchis

59 “Get going!ʼʼ
60 Caught in the act

61 British emblem

62 Fashion focus

63 Pre-ʼ91 republics

64 Paying for exercise?

DOWN

1 The five of “Macbethʼʼ
2 Type of business

3 One for the road?

4 Translate

5 Hard, black varnish

6 Gunsmokeʼs Kitty

7 Grosbeak, for one

8 It may bark

9 Entertainment for many millions,

informally

10 Uta of the theater

11 Card catalog abbr.

12 Depend (on)

13 40 percent of ninety-nine?

19 Paying guests

21 Edison rival

24 Assaults with snowballs

25 Be extremely fond of

26 Carpentry tool

28 Trash collectors?

29 Crime report initials, perhaps

30 Press the backspace

31 Begin an Internet session

32 Dog-tired

34 Board Amtrak

36 Oblique lines

38 Prelude to a hickey

39 Cow catcher (Var.)

44 Diminutive

45 Scenery chewer

47 Pesky neighbor

49 Signs of the future

50 Rainfall measurement

51 Promenade site of yore

52 Hardy role

53 Numbered rds.

54 Dixie Chicks, e.g.

55 “Petrushkaʼʼ composer

Stravinsky

56 Peak shape

57 Beast of burden
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Universal Crossword

By: Shadi Radman

radmanshadi@hotmail.com

TT
his is in response to Mr.

Nabeel Albadany who

criticized Mr. Clint

Carruth for supporting

sexual freedom and rights.

Mr. Albadany wrote about the myth of

sexual freedom and its influence on

people in America. From his response I

find he shows similarities to a person

with a narrow-minded attitude on the

world, no offence to Mr. Albadany. It

does seem he is generalizing the condi-

tion of a population based on the short-

comings of a minority. For example he

refers to the people he works with and

people around him as having relation-

ship and marital issues due in part to

their sexual freedom, alcoholism etc,

which may or may not be the case. But

does that entail that America in general

could be in social distress because of

their promiscuity or sexual preferences?

I do not think so.

Let’s take an example, let’s say you

are a male in a culture which socially

pressures you into having relationships

with other males, because that is the

norm. Although you’re not attracted to

males (for unknown reasons), what

would your reaction be in this situation?

Of course you would be dissatisfied.

Since this is a personal preference that

could be innate, genetic, psychological,

we don’t know yet. But let me make it

clear, an individual’s sexual orientation

or preference is unique to that individ-

ual same as physiology, personality,

behaviour etc. I have not mentioned the

position of any religion in my discus-

sion because it is a complex and sensi-

tive subject, and also because what I am

speaking about is a matter of human

nature. You can disagree with me on

this, but we can not define what is nor-

mal and what is not, just try and look for

that definition in areas of biological,

medical, psychological science today

and you will see what I mean. And from

the humanistic perspective one should

not judge or discriminate others in a dif-

ferent way just because they have a dif-

ferent sexual orientation. Keep in mind

that not that long ago people used to

discriminate against others just because

of their skin colour and religion. 

I believe journalists should have the

right to discuss anything that concerns

the public without favouritism and

without fear of harassment. They

should be able to talk about corruption

in the government openly, and they

should be able to shed new light on the

civil rights and freedoms of individuals

without personal fear. I think about

these issues which are of significance in

our society with tolerance and an open

mind. As a Yemeni Muslim I do not

want other people to decide for me. I

believe we should think for ourselves

and exchange and discuss those ideas.

We need to be critical thinking Muslims

not robots with fixed attitudes and

mindsets.

Liberated dialogue

By: Sulaiman A. S. Alnasser

sulimanco@rediffmail.com

OO
ver the past years which

followed the Yemeni

consolidation, Yemen

have been drawing Avery

serious attention towards

joining the GCC.Yemen authority high-

lighted that by implementing certain

roles and activities towards an indication

of positive willingness. Thus, some of

the Gulf States have drawn appositive

reactions to the Yemeni initiations trans-

lated in Avery outstanding covenants

which is suppose to be an approach to a

full membership in the GCC. Besides,

benefits which are generated in terms of

trade, in this time which is considered as

the semi initial stage in the period of the

GCC and Yemen are very tremendous.

Although the Yemeni and gulf coun-

tries are moving towards a better coordi-

nation especially in the financial and

security sectors. It is been observed that

Yemen and gulf press are not playing

their positive roles in motivating the

coordination. In addition, there is clear

diversification in the declarations and

reports issued by unrelated sides to the

issue.Meanwhile, the oppositions press

should play its role in motivating the

issue towards appositive result .The

atmosphere of a free press in Yemen is

required to be regulated in terms of justi-

fications of media sources. On the other

hand, the GCC presses are not taking into

consideration the importance of the coor-

dination between Yemen and GCC.

The last visit of the GCC main direc-

tor to Sana indicates the demand for

Yemen to be in GCC as far as the public

of various nations is waiting for the issue

to be in existence. In addition to what he

mentioned about the exchange opportu-

nities in investments. It’s to be notified

that, it’s all about securing the future of

the different nations where decision can

be unified towards better sakes.

Generations of the different countries

should come to appoint where their

futures are together secured and the past

which had been forgotten and not to be

redone because now there is an existence

of a real corporation.

The Yemen waiting for the full mem-

bership in the gulf council should be

done through a proper legalizations of

the investment security and loyalty in the

factors affecting the gulf region .Recent

gulf countries have gone through Avery

typical experiences of the incidents that

affected the region positively or vice

versa in the past, those incidents should

have clarified the demand of unity

between them and Yemen .Because it’s

the result that already drawn in the minds

of the gulf nations. I wish for a prosper

coming agenda that says Yemen is con-

verted from semi membership to a per-

manent membership of the gulf corpora-

tion council.

Yemen’s way to get a perpetual 
membership in the Gulf corporation council

“THE MATING GAME” by Fran & Lou Sabin

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

© 2005 Universal Press Syndicate

www.upuzzles.com

By: Waddah Al-Yemen

Email: waddahn@gmail.com

HH
ello to my follow

beloved people and

country.. I am in a

dilemma The subject

is: marriage. My mom

may god protect her carved in my heart

not to marry from the west.

That was the last thing she said to me

before I packed my luggage to my

journey abroad. Here I am mom 11

years later still single.

Single in the sense of marriage (God

forgive us all and let’s not go to the

details).

The problem is I have changed so

much in this time, no matter how much

you fight it, if you have been out of the

country for more than 3 years: You

have changed without even knowing it.

I found that out after my first visit

back home, I just start thinking

differently.

Things that I may have viewed as

wrong became so right to the point that

I don’t even remember why I used to

think that way? And vise versa.

That was the point of my life where

I started questioning the reason of my

mother’s request. I could not find an

answer. That is when I started planning

on marring Amy an American woman. 

Six months into it I had a change of

heart for one reason and one reason

only my kids. I knew I will have no

control over the way they will grow up

especially if I continue living in the

US. I am not saying it would have been

impossible to raise them as Yemenis,

but it would have been very heard. 

As much as we would like to think

that marriage is about two people

getting married it is not. It is a lot more

than that. It is kids, culture, families,

and most of all believe between both

sides. It is also about the small things

such as hearing your name being

pronounced the way it was supposed to

be pronounced.

Funny I guess I am no longer in a

dilemma, Yemen here I come.

Thank you to the best and kindest

people on earth.

If she doesn’t know where you

from, don’t bring her home

By: Yousef Al-Aater

alaater@hotmail.com

Eve can have the man she admire

The wood-porter danced with the

lass

The poet had the naiad in his bed

The maiden is no more by the scruti-

nizer

But all these trials I didn’t let pass

When my animalistic urges contented

The stars were still radiant

The ocean was still affluent

And the wood was still abundant

My pleasure was much to be

described

Because I had my sanity satisfied

With the stars my eyes were confined

To the surf my ears had listened

And the thorn I sniffed

Eve can have the man she admire

And at this time

The thing that went astray

Is now at hand

The wakening



CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENTS 

PAGE



Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries -  KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils

Printed by Yemen Times Est. for Press, Printing, & Publication

©∂FX ≠w ±‡‡‡DU°l ±‡‡‡Rºº‡‡‡W ¥L‡‡‡‡‡s ¢U¥L‡‡‡‡e ∞KB∫‡‡‡‡U≠W Ë«∞D∂Ú‡‡‡‡‡W Ë«∞MA‡‡‡‡‡‡d 
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Meeting friends at a café
has a special flavor

By: Yasser Al-Mayasi

ymayasi@yahoo.com

YY
emen knew cafés from

earlier times. They

were places where cof-

fee, tea and other bev-

erages were served and

their appearance was linked to the his-

tory of Yemen’s coffee trade monopoly.

However, as time lapsed, they grad-

ually evolved into ‘semi-parliaments’

for exchanging opinions. Yemenis of

different thoughts and classes met

there, breaking all social, political and

economic barriers. Such café meetings

were simple and unpretentious and

contributed to the spread of witty jokes

and humor.

Yemen’s most reputed café cities

were Aden, Sana’a, Taiz, Hodaidah and

Hadramout; however, they first

appeared in Aden. Research indicates

that Aden’s oldest café was Sialn

(Ceylon) in Craitor. There also was

Kashir Café, owned by Hashim Al-

Saqaf. Other Aden cafés were the

Alshajara (tree) and another called

Alqomairy.

Aden residents used to see their

leaders drinking tea and coffee

amongst ordinary citizens in these

cafés, breaking social barriers – one of

whom was president Salmeen.

Cafés in Aden and other parts of

Yemen used to be open all day until

late at night. Yemenis gathered to drink

coffee, tea and other beverages while

becoming absorbed in political, cultur-

al, social, literary and sports discus-

sions. They also listened to songs there,

with most composers introducing their

new songs in special café sessions.

Many such composers gained a reputa-

tion and became famous through café

audiences. Customers also listened to

news on the café’s radio and newspa-

pers read aloud, as most were illiterate.

Writers also wrote their literary works

there, as such cafés inspired them.

Cafés also were the meeting places

of free liberals who attacked coloniza-

tion. Some café owners resisted colo-

nization and the Imam’s regime, which

is why they often were under surveil-

lance by the rulers’ intelligence. Most

activists were arrested in such cafés.

Cafés in Aden and many other

Yemeni cities still serve tea in the tra-

ditional manner, as they did in the past.

Café establishments are on the rise due

to the distinct flavor of the tea they

serve. Many people pass their leisure

time in cafés due to the enjoyment they

find in playing dominos and cards with

their friends.

A friend in Sana’a acknowledged

that he often goes to meet friends and

chat while drinking tea in Tahrir

Square. He said tea has a special taste

in cafés, especially when he and his

friends reminisce about the good old

days of childhood and school. He

added that the tea he drinks at home

has no such taste.

A journalist colleague I met in a

small café on Hadda Street in Sana’a

affirmed that he and many other friends

like drinking tea with milk after the

evening prayer. They discuss many

matters, especially their career affairs,

and get acquainted with new friends.

Such café meetings are natural and

people speak freely away from artifi-

cial conduct.

Cafés remain attractive places for

those who love to meet and discuss

their private affairs with their friends

around tea tables. They are a legacy of

which most Yemeni urban areas are

proud. They represent small rest hous-

es in which social barriers are defeated.

They are places where Yemenis enjoy

innocent entertainment and they also

are the base from which jokes and

anecdotes are initiated. Finally, cafés

are places where you can meet friends

whom you’ve missed for a long, long

time.

Yemeni football in crisis

By: Ismail Al-Ghabiri

SS
ANA’A, Jan. 30 - Yemeni
football witnessed a new cri-
sis last week following some
teams’ refusal to participate
in governorate matches, rep-

resenting the league’s failure in its first
week.

Teams attribute their stance to
objecting to the Football Association’s
illegal provisional committee. They
demand electing a new committee
before commencing any internal or

external activities.
Sports critics think the dispute

between the association and opposing
football clubs will negatively impact
the league and other sports. In their
view, the clubs’ arguments contain
some justification while others are
unjustified; however, they believe clubs
must defend their rights.

Other critics believe the current crisis
is the aftermath of previous disputes
and splits culminating in FIFA-imposed
punishments. Still others attribute it to
absence of laws regulating Yemeni

football. The previous dispute between
the Ministry of Youth and Sports and
Hussein Al-Ahmar’s former provision-
al committee also was due to lack of
regulations. The current crisis between
the interim fifth committee and those
clubs which disrupted the league is a
problem of regulations as well. 

Yemeni football is now a victim of
moods. Clubs opposed to resuming the
league did not consider the sport’s ben-
efit, which was to conform to regional
and international contests about to fin-
ish their first phase.

A group of friends in a local café.

A customer enjoying his reading in the café.

Al-Telal football team, winner of the 2005 league with the president of the Republic.


