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The Democracy and Freedom of
Expression conference came out with
a communique that triggered
criticism. Do you think that the so-
FDOOHG 6DQD«D FRPPXQLTX
the views of the people and NGOs?

| GRQ«W
know (14%)
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30 Palestinians, including 7 children,Palestinian women and 450 minors
in the Gaza Strip. Among them were 7The Israeli human rights organization
Yemen Times sides by human rightamembersof the Ghalia family who B'Tselem has confirmed that 85% of]
H INfernatianglorganizations around thewvere decimated in an Israeli gun-boaPalestinian detainees have been to
world and strongly condemns Israel'sattack on a Gaza beach. All the othertured during interrogation.
illegal attacks and siege of the Gazavere killed by helicopter missile and We call for an immediate end to the
Strip. These ongoing military opera-artillery fire. degrading and inhuman treatment o
tions are nothing less than the collec- We view the frantic international Palestinian prisoner8ve demand their
tive punishment of an entire civilian efforts to secure the release of a singlanmediate release and an end to th
population. As such they blatantly con-Israeli soldier captured in combat inextrajudicial killings of civilians.We
travene Article 33 of the Fourththe occupied territories as utterurge the Yemeni government and al
Geneva Convention which prohibitshypocrisy and disgraceful double-staninternational governments to hono
‘collective penalties’ and all likewise dards. There are at least 9,80Qheir treaty obligation to ‘ensure
measures of intimidation. During thePalestinians currently being held by theespect’ for the Fourth Geneva
period 20th May and 21st June thisoccupation forces in Israeli prisons. OfConvention relative to the Protection
year Israel's occupation forces killedthat number, Israel is holding 1260f Civilian Persons in Time diVar.

No (69%)
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Joint-meeting parties (JMP)
have recently declared its
candidate to the upcoming
presidential election. Do you
think the authorities would
allow the JMP to use the
state media instruments to
propagate for its electoral
platform?

- Yes
- No
, GRQ«W NQRZ

Go to our website at:

yementimes.com/#poll
andhave your voice heard

Al-Jazeera
Reuters

me, Bin Shamlan said, addressing hu

dreds of people at the Sheraton Hotel.
SANAA, July 2 — Under the slogan  “As the JMP insisted on my nomina-
“President for the sake ofemen, not tion, hard work and total commitment
Yemen for the sake of President,” thenave become a must.”

legal government under the Nairobi
Accord. Since thenYemen has not

Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) named-for The JMP candidate hoped that oppos
mer MP Faisal Bin Othman Bin Shamlan tion and all Yemeni people have good
their candidate for the upcoming presithoughts about him, pointing out that he
dential elections. Bin Shamlan is an indeappreciates the JRwhich gives a con-
pendent politician and has no politicalstructive lesson to other parties.
affiliation. “The JMP is a paved road leading tog

“I expected the opposition presidentialthe best of changes and forming a civi
candidate to be one of the JMP leaderdemocratic governance to help the
who are competent and more eligible thatyemeni people live in peace and secur
ty,” the candidate statedHe praised the
JMP and its comprehensive political
reform project, affirming that only peace-
ful struggle will be accepted.

The JMP released a statemenannouncing their presidential candidatelidate for the upcoming presidential
and political program that stated, “Basedace.”
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on the nomination by the JMP’s Shoura Opposition parties emphasized theyf
Council and central committees, as wellill back their candidate and prepaae
u e as confidence ofemenis to exercise their strong electoral campaign to win the sup
" electoral right for tackling their issues, theport of a majority of voters. They trust
JMP declares Faisal Bin Shamlan its-canBin Shamlan because he is politically ang
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SANAA, July 2 — Dr. Abu Bakr Al extended any financial assistance or

Qirbi, Minister of Foreign Affairs and arms to the [interim] government or the

Expatriates, denied last Saturday a stateourts.”

ment by a U.S. official thafemen is one  In a statement to Al-Jazeerah, the Al

of three regional countries supporting theQirbi noted: “I hoped that the U.S. offi

Islamic Courts movement in Somalia. cial, who said she would discuss the mat
“What the US official said is untrue,” ter with Yemen and Saudi Arabia and

Al-Qirbi commented. other governments in the region, did so
“Yemen only supported the Somalibefore releasing the statement to help us

police with light arms at an early time examine the matter.”

following the formation of the Somali Continued on page
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Around the Nation

Parliament to receive presidential
candidates’ applications

By: Asmail Al-Ghabri

General People'sCongress (GPC) tinues its investigation of elector
and the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP)yiolations that the  Suprem
SANAA, July 1 — Parliamentary which allocates 54 percent of seats t€ommission on Elections an
sources said that the Parliamenthe GPC and 46 percent to theRM Referendum (SCER) referred it t
Council will hold an extraordinary Al-Sayani added that the SCERThe Prosecutds office must evaluat

World Bank refutes connection
to Dubal agreement

| By: Yemen Times Staf

SANA'A, July 2 — Michel Richardsa
senior official on

agreement.

meeting next Monday to call on allasked the parties to fill in documentsthe cases and send cases that warfapgs no relation with the agreement upoport.

presidential candidates to submit theicontained on the CDwith the names trial to the judiciary.
nominations to the Councd’ of their nominees for supervisory, pri  SCER informed judicial authori

Authority in accordance with the law mary, and subcommittee positiongies, represented by the General

and the constitution. The Parliamentwithin a week and to send themack Prosecutor, of all electoral violations
will start receiving the applications to the committee to enable it continuewvhich reached243,500. Of those
for the presidential elections inthe execution of its tasksAs a first
September on July 4.

cases, 126,000 were of underage Vot

step, the SCER, after receiving theers on the voter rolls and 53,500 werepganization for Monitoring Human cials to reveal the nature of the roleCombating Corruption and to another file
played byMohammed Zimam, represen to the London Conference of Donor

which Dubai International Company
(DIC) was granted the right to operatedocument received from tiviorld Bank,
determinedly denying its relation with the right to run the Aden container port.
the

Aden container port.

In reply to a message sent by Lutfithe deal, of which a number &&meni

dence, to Judge Anees Al-Samawi
Lutfi Shatara welcomed the immediateChairman of the Supreme Judicial

response of thé/orld Bank in reply taa  Council, to prove the independence of
the Corruption query by the YOMHR to ascertain thethe Yemeni Judiciary and its role in pro
- Combating Committee (CCC) of thealleged involvement of thé/orld Bank

tecting the public purse and properties.

World Bank affirmed that the institution with the agreement concerning AdenThe file confirms the involvement of

high-ranking officials in misleading the
“This message is considered an officialYemeni people by granting the DIC,
along with its partner Abdullah Bugshan,

According to Al-Shoura.net,

Shatara, head of théemeni Group in officials misled the people,” said ShataraYOMHR intends to present a copy of the
file to the International Organization for

Britain and head of theYemeni

Putting aside the matter of beingnames of the nominees, will form pri-concerned with cases added | Shights (YOMHR), Paul Wolfowitz

legally and constitutionally eligible, mary committees in districts and localmonth. There are some 64,000 caseyorld Bank Chairman, and Susan Richtative of “Coast Cities Development Countries that is scheduled to be held in
S - . ‘ i Folosom, Richards mentioned that theProject,” the project financed Borld November.
of those wishing to nominate them sory committees in the governorates The General Prosecution has b&encorruption Combating Committee Bank, particularly when he was among Shatara declared that the deficiency in

the same sources said that the numbeonstituencies in addition to supervi-of duplicated names.

selves for the upcoming elections hasvith some 17,922 people.

Lutfi Shatara asketVorld Bank offt

provided with documents and photoSgiresses that WB has no tie with thishe members offechnical Committee Yemen is that ofuthority and not the

reached 13 people, tow of them The second phase will start afterthat prove such violations, aiming 10 ransaction, and WB does not finance anformed by the Cabinet in the Resolutiorshortage of resources and any financial

women. The constitution requires July 18 when the contesting periodmake the voters’ register free M| nas no intention to finance the project.”no. 188 in 2005.

candidate to get at least 5 percent afomes to an end, out of which theerrors as it is the key element forye; theyemeni government stresses that The YOMHR intends to present theaccumulation of debt will be to the detri

Parliament members votes to be ablaumber of poll boxes and committeegguaranteeing the conduction of presi-ne World Bank is a key party to the case file, supported by documentary-eviment of thevemeni people.
n

to stand in the election. will be decided. It will be followedty dential and local conductions in

support foryemen that will lead to the

The Supreme Commission foran announcement for calling electoraimpartial and safe manner, said-
Elections and Referendum (SCER)ommittees expected to consist oDain.
confirmed that September 10 wile 90,000 people. “The General Prosecution will
elections day since September 23 Al-Sayani expressed concern oveexamine all violations and will tak
coincides with Ramadan.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sayani, SCER SCER saying “the committee per tion laws. The measures include sys
member and the director ®&chnical forms its duties on time and accordingoending the participation of incomp
Affairs and Planning, stressed thato tasks stated in the constitution. If ittent persons in the forthcoming el
there has been no decision to postappens thahe SCER has errored intions as for underage voters and se
pone elections as has been rumoredllocating the quota or anything elsejng those convicted to the judiciary {o

He noted that the SCER had sent meshen it can be sued in accordance witkdecide upon their cases and cange

sages along with laser CDs to politi-law and official means.”
cal parties, including the quota and

them from the register.”
Al-Dain noted that the “SCER i

sites of electoral committees for eachGeneral Prosecution investigates keen about the existence of a clean

thé@he General Prosecution office eonto ensure electoral process’s success Contlnued from pagel

political block in accordance with the electoral violations
agreement signed between

electoralregiste, free from all defects

Cartoon film on the trafficking

of children under production
By: Walid Al-Boks II"E;M’

SANA'A, July 1 — The Shoudhab
Foundation for  Childhood and
Development (SFCD) honored paintel
WafaAl-Ashwal for her first rank cartoon
characters, featuringemeni family per-
sonalities. The painting will be turned into
a cartoon film for children.

Lamya Al-Aryani, SFCD’s director
has decided to produce the film, said the
“the film we [will] produce will help
spread children’s rightdie want each
child to live a beautiful life and avoid suf
fering and disregard, as well as having th
attention from adults.”

In collaboration with UNICEF and the
Ministry of Social Affairs and Laborthe Wafa Al-Ashwal With her character characters.

SFCD organized a celebration last Friday

in the Taj Saba Hotel, finalizing the first need and displacement. border, while others walked long dis-
phase of the production if¥emeni car One of the childrenwho did not men- tances.

toon film according to Maryam lbrahim tion his name, said that his journey start Adel Dabwan, Social Defense official
Al-Shawafi, executive manager of theed when somebodyoffered to help him at the Ministry, said that the numbers of
SFCD. The celebration was attendsd enter Saudi Arabia. trafficked children is falling. In his
an American embassy representative and “I was sleeping in Al-Hassba in Sana‘aspeech, he said that “the number of-chil
the Egyptian ambassador along with hisvhen someone came and asked mk ifdren trafficked into Saudi Arabia last year
wife. wanted to travel to Saudi Arabia,” said thereachedmore than 20,000 persons, but

Al-Shawafi explained the various boy. He spoke of mistreatment he -sufnumbers of children trafficked [have]
stages of the first phase. The first phastered along with many other childrencome down due to the spread of aware
“included diverse preparations and fieldwhen they fell into the hands of soldiers abess and the address of the prokiigrine
visits to five governorates to find moreYemeni checkpoints. These soldiergnass media.”
than 1,000 cartoonists participate in drawrefused to let them pass unless they paid Dabwan added that families looked at
ing the cartoon characters. 5,000Yemeni Riyals. the trafficking of children as a good thing

media statements that targeted ththe required actions according to elec-

Female presence and participation

In NGOs called “peculiarities”

SANA'A, July 1 —Yemen is arexcep-

“The issue of civil society has Human Rights, stressed the importance

Yemen, Alain Moureau at the openingsociety and that lies in the presence andl phases, she said.
“Civil society institutions are the out-

ession of the symposium on Civilparticipation of women in the non-gov-
Local ernmental

ociety, Citizenship, and

aganizations,”

Governance in Yemen. The event wasoted.

held Saturday in Sana’a.

“tion and has peculiarities in its civil become a challenge at the internationadf the civil society in Yemen. The issue
“society, said the French Ambassador ttevel. Yemen has peculiarities in its civil of civil society has gone through sever-

Moureau come of historical phases, and their

existence was proved by the existence
Khadija Al-Haisami, Minister of of the unification in 1990.”

Opposition nominates Bin Shamlan for president

The statement, read out by Ali Al-
Sarari, a JMP leader, added that “As all
opportunities made available to Yemen
were lost, the country [had] to suffer [from]
poverty, backwardness, poor living stan-
dards, epidemics, illiteracy, and corrup-
tion.

“The situation goes from bad to worse
due to poor education, health and elec-
tricity services, unemployment, restricted
freedoms, and increased assaults on the
freedom of expression, journalists and
opinion writers, coupled with preventing
civil society organizations from playing a
tangible role to defend F L W Lijigh€ ¥rd
promote equality.”

The country fell victim to the absence
of law and order, the inability of authorities
to carry out their responsibilities, disre-
spect for the independence of the judici-
ary, the exploitation of the public treasury,
cronyism when allotting government
posts, absence of political plurality, and
the creation of impediments to democrat-
ic transformation reads the statement.

These issues, the statement continues,
caused violations and deprived citizens of
having a state of order, law, and equity;
which is why the wheels of development
have gone in reverse.

“The JMP is heading toward a shining
future thanks to their comprehensive polit-
ical reform program, crowned with the
nomination of an eligible candidate [Bin
Shamlan for president]. This proves that
Yemen is rich with leading figures quali-
fied enough to build the country and help

it attain a prestigious status among other
nations,” the statement says.

The statement makes the argument
that democratic directives in Yemen have
faced obstruction with the intention of
mutilated them into mere slogans lacking
content. Perceiving such extreme difficul-
ties, barriers, and challenges, the JMP
insists on pushing forward the wheels of
the democratic transformation to help
restore content to democracy in Yemen.

The JMP listed their demands to
ensure that the presidential elections are
administered in compliance with the inter-
national standards and it welcomed the
international monitoring of the polls.

Concluding their statement, the opposi-
tion parties said that “Approaching the
presidential polls, the JMP bets on the
awareness of Yemeni voters, and the
competence and loyalty of its leaders to
tackle their F R X B\igduigs.”

The JMP is planning to gather voters
throughout the country to persuade them
that the best choice for Yemen is the JMP
as the election of JMP candidates will
help rescue the country from illiteracy,
unemployment, and corruption.

Y H P HsQpresidential elections are
planned to take place this September.
Meanwhile, leaders of the JMP nominat-
ed Faisal Bin Shamlan as their candidate

Well-informed sources reported that
Islah is the primary party supporting the
candidacy of Bin Shamlan in the upcom-
ing election.

Faisal Bin Shamlan was born in the
Hadramawt and assumed several high
posts in Qahtan $O 6 K Ds«Gokdrrment
before Y H P Hs@Reunification. He worked
as a manager of the General Corporation
for Electricity and Power.

Following the declaration of YH P Hs(
Reunification in May 1990, Bin Shamlan
was appointed a member of Parliament.
After the 1994 Civil War, President Ali
Abdullah Saleh appointed him Minister for
Oil and Minerals succeeding Saleh Bin
Hesseinun who was killed in the war.

Throughout his posts, Bin Shamlan has
maintained no party affiliation, even dur-
ing rule of the Yemeni Socialist Party in
the 3 HR SOémocratic Republic of
Yemen. He resigned his post as the
Minister so as to be elected to Parliament,
but tendered his resignation in protest
against 3D U O L B éelisowto extend its
term to six years instead of four.

The ruling General People Congress
named President Saleh its candidate for
the upcoming elections last Saturday.
Parliament will begin to receive docu-
ments for candidates who have been
nominated starting Tuesday. Any presi-

during a meeting last 7KXUV GD\ LQ 6der@id)edndidate must win at least 5 per-

The JMP consists of five parties; the most
important of them are Islah, the Yemeni
Socialist Partym and the Nasserite
Unionist party.

cent of votes in Parliament and the
Shoura Council where 20 percent of
members have opposition party affilia-
tions.

“Later, all the cartoons were subjectto The child described his situation inwithout evaluating its risks, “but now
the judgment of a specialized committeeSaudiArabia as dire, saying that he was they understand well such risks and
to select the wining cartoon, following thebeggar and then a camel herder for arefuse to hand their children to traffickers,
opinion poll of a vast number school ehil unspecified period of time. He did not getthough they live [through] hard economic
dren... thus, today the painting is beforeawage, but got paid in food améter. He situations.”
you and it will be in the cartoon film in said that he was compelled to steal some He welcomed the use of cartoon char
the second phase.” money and a pistol and run away acters in the forthcoming film for “chil

Another child, tempted by one of hisdren imitate cartoon characters they
Trafficking of children friends, recounted his escape that endedatch.”
The SFCD presented a report, prepareth him becoming a beggar in Saudi Nassim Abdul-Rahman, UNICEF
by the foundation in cooperatiowith  Arabia. Later on, he worked together withRepresentativan Yemen, highlighted the
UNICEF, on the trafficking of children to his friend as a metal seller, collecting 5000le played by the organization in creating
neighboring countries. The report, tittedSaudiRiyals over 45days. awareness about children issues—esp4
“Children out of Borders,” included child  “I bought clothes and came back tocially trafficking—and its attempt to find
narrated stories that conveyed their-perSana’a. Now, | have no money even tcolutions for them.
sonal experiences being trafficked.pay for transport,” said the boy “Yemen has started to [become] aware
According to the film, the main causes The report told of scenes of childrenof hazards, and it tries to [make] them
and motives for trafficking were those ofriding donkeys on theiway to the Saudi right,” Al-Rahman said.

Yemen, Jordan move
toward economic partnership

SANA'A, July 2 — President Saleh andtion to the situation in Palestine, Iraq, andvisit, both countries agreed on formiag
Jordanian King Abdullah Il chaired the Somalia.
Yemeni-Jordanian discussions that took Yemeni-Jordanian relations have -wit prime ministers of the two countries.
place today, focusing on bilateral relationsiessed noteworthy progress withbilat-
and exchange of viewpoints on matters oéral cooperation agreements signed sinaan scientific and technical cooperation in
mutual concern. the end of the eleventh round of the Jointhe field of oil and gas in 1990. Following

Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi, the Yemeni Yemeni-Jordanian Supreme Committe@ visit made by King Hussain after
Foreign Minister, declared that thewhichwas held in Amman in 2005. Yemeni Reunification in 1990, the
Jordanian king's visit t¥emen is of great  Bilateral relations between the dw Supreme Committee meetings started t
importance because of the deep relationsountries date back to 1988 when the twbe regularized and they resulted in the
between the two Arab countries.states signed comprehensive cooperaticzbnclusion of many agreements and-pro
Discussions are to focus on aspects of cuiccords. At that time, King Hussain bintocols, as well as the exchange official

supreme committee to be chaired by the

Jordan antdfemen signed an agreement

Yemen refutes supporting the

According to Al-Qirbi, stability in
Somalia cannot be achieved with partiali-
ty, whether such partiality favors the inter-
im government or the Courts. Only joint
efforts by neighbors can restore stability
and help make create a suitable atmos-
phere for dialogue between the govern-
ment and the Courts.

Al-Qirbi  said that the Al-Ejad
P Organization agreed with countries
neighboring Somalia to send a committee
to Mogadishu and then to Bedu to organ-
ize a dialogue between the Somali gov-
ernment and the Islamic Courts on how to
end the bloodshed.

Dr. Jendayi Frazer, U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs,
accused Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and
Eritrea of backing the Islamic Courts in
Somalia, which has recently taken over
parts of the country.

Frazer confirmed that representatives
of the Islamic Courts have no intention to
suggest alternatives to the interim federal
government in Bedu.

“The need for a dialogue between the
legal courts and the transitional federal
government is persistent,” Frazer opined.

She confirmed that the U.S. adminis-
tration is working with international
experts to tackle the restive security situ-
ation in the war-ravaged country.

Fighting terrorism in Somalia is one of
the numerous goals of American political
leadership in the horn of Africa. She went
on to say that her FR X GWdvyémment

D

tural and economic cooperation in addi Talal paid a visit to Sana'a. Following hisvisits.

“is still concerned about the terrorists
born outside Somalia, and found a safe
heaven for them there over the last few
years.”

“In the time at which terrorism is con-
sidered among important issues, it is not
so for America as it focuses on the gover-
nance mechanism, providing human aids
for the Somali people, and enhancing
regional stability and security.”

"U.S. and other countries discuss with
the Arab League the matter of money
flows from the Arab countries to Somalia,"
said Frazer.

"l do not want to say that Saudi gov-
ernment supports the Islamic Courts, but
| know that money comes from Saudi
Arabia. The money and arms come from
Yemen and Eritrea as well as other
places through Somali businessmen."

When asked about the measures fol-
lowed by the U.S. to put pressure on
Saudi Arabia minimizes the flow of
money, she said that "We surely want to
speak with governments of Saudi Arabia
and Yemen as well as other governments
in the Middle East."

She also pointed out that they get con-
tradicting messages from the Islamic
Courts. When Sheikh Ahmed, a moderate
personality, sends reconciliation mes-
sages to the U.S., Hassan Dhaher Auis,
who is in the U.S. list of those affiliated
with Al-Qaeda, has been appointed as
the Islamic Courts' Head.

Wishing not to mention their names, a

Islamic Courts

number of Yemeni political figures told
Yemen Times that "a large number of
Islamic Courts leaderships studied in the
Al-Eman University, Dammaj Center in
Sa'ada and other places across Yemen.
They get support from the same sources
that support Al-Eman University and
other Centers that teach Sunni Faith,
which is close to Wahabi thinking."

The same sources added that a lot of
Somali students, who has not finished
yet, in the above mentioned centers left
weeks ago to Somalia to support their rel-
atives, under the consent of their Sheikhs
and Arab sponsors.

Yemen Times contacted Al-Eman
University to verify the news that speaks
of the involvement of some leadership in
the university in supporting young leaders
affiliated to Somali Islamic Courts. Al-
Suhili, the manager of the university rec-
tor's office said "any allegation against the
University is not true and it aims at
defaming the educational and scientific
status of the university. The claims that
the university supports [the Islamic]
Courts' leaders are baseless."

Regarding the existence of Somali stu-
dents at the university, Al-Suhili said "We
have a lot of students, belonging to differ-
ent countries, and all students study here
under the consent of their countries,
among them Somali students." Ultimately,
Al-Suhili asked mass media to be cau-
tious and make sure of the validity of
information they publish.

~
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Sana’a International Conference on Democracy, B R T . me
Political Reforms and Freedom of Expression

By: Raidan Al-Saqgaf

T
the world through this conference thatmulate mechanisms to measure the- suappointed in the briefing of the final com 4@ S S_
democratic development ifemen and cess...— and focused primarily on -dis muniqué which was presented during the > P e -
aking place in Sana’a on Juneother developing countries is only condi cussing and reinforcing the variousclosing session of the conferenétaving =

25th-26th, the  Sana’a tional to economic development, callingregional initiatives. Therefore one can overlooked first part of the objective of
Conference had a substantialon donor countries to focus on helpin conclude that any success of the Sanathe conference related to the assessmePibpoVIDING A HIGH QUALIT Y EDUCATIO N FOR 35 YEARS
agenda to be discussed.economic development i¥emen just as conference was only partial and limitedmechanisms, most participants did no

allowing participants in the much as they focus on democratic develconsidering that moatemeni NGOs had find the communiqué brief reflective of
conference to have higher expectationspment as both go hand-in-handarticulated the need to measure and assesegir discussions or inclusive of their rec ‘ o ' o ) )
than usual, especially as the stated ebje®resident Saleh stated. The conferenceur progress in order to know where weommendationsvhich they had voiced or Beautiful purpose-built faci liti es on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setti ng.

tive of the conference was “to assesstarted with an interesting concern raisedtand and in which direction we are headsubmitted to the organizerdNews ofa
progress made in dialogue for democratity Dr. Erayni, who chaired the first ses ing on the democratic development mapparallel communiqué started to spread a
reform since the Sana’a 2004 Conferencesion, stating that a discussion on democ There were three roundtable discusseveral representatives of NGOs whg

facilitating and reinforcing the various racy would be unfeasible if the govern sions during the conference discussingvere present in the conference grouped to

initiatives carried out in the MENA ment continues to monopolize broadcastemocratic reform; fostering freedom offormulate their own communiquéemen

Region in the last few years”. and radio media and if the judiciary is notexpression; and the enhancement of th&imes received three different commu

President Saleh insisted that he inaugimpartial and does not have independenble of women in the political system. niques following the events each claiming  perormance-Based curriculu m for 5 years of age through secondary school
rate the conference himself to explain teenforcement mechanisms. The discussions resulted in several {findto be the parallel communiqué, reflecting]  personalized education/ small class sizes run by highly qualif ied & experien ced te achers
~ — However, the roundtable discussiondngs and recommendations which werehe disorganization of participant NGOs. Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for ~ all ages

diverted away from the first part of theendorsed by most participants. Below is the revised version of the Sana'q  Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, cr aft, drama, & sports
conference’s objective — to assess and for- Nevertheless, the participants were discommuniqué. Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified st udents

\

Dr. Abu Baker Al-Qirbi,
Minister of International Affairs

Scott Carpenter, Head of
Delegation, US Dept. of State

Lawyer Mohammed Naji Alaw,
Director - HOOD

Laura Salama, MENA Program -
Article 19

Dr. Lotfi Najji, Persident of
Tunisian Journalists Union

AbdulRahman Al-Rashed,
Chairman - MBC Board of
Directors

Hafedh Al-Bukari,
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fiel ds, basketball and tennis courts .
Large indoor multi- purpose area for voll eyball, basketball , badminton, gymnastics,
table te nnis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

2

Graduate s atte nd Americ an, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern univer siti es

Final Communiqué of the Sana’a Conference

Under the auspices of President AliRegion, based onehf
Abdullah Saleh, President of the Republipositive experienc
of Yemen, the Sana'a Internationalofthe involvement o
Conference on Democracy, Politicalother actors in th
Reforms and Freedom of Expression waprocess;

convened in Sana’a on 25-26 June, 2006. - In reference t
The Conference, which attracted morehe implementatio
than 500 participants from both govern mechanisms of de
ments and civil society from countriesocratic developmen
throughouthe Regionwas hosted by th  the participants -
Government ofYemen in collaboration emphasized the folf!
with the non-governmental organisationdowing:

Specif ic age appropriate experi ences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Attracti ve premises near the French Emba ssy including a garden and play area
Certified experien ced Britis h teacher assisted by paraprofe ssionals

School hours are from 7: 55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday th rough Wednesday)
Ar abic progr am from 12:00 noon — 2:30 p.m.

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Email: gordonblackie@qsi.org Web site: http://yem.qgsi.org

Accredited by th e Middle States Assodation of CollegesndSchools (MA)
MemberaffQuali y Schools Internationa

Human Rights Information antraining - Firstly, to call
Centre (HRITC) and No Peat#ithout  upon governments t dom of expression should bedertaken be encouraged armlipported, to ensure
Justice (NPWJ). accelerate the pace in genuine consultation with a broadthe promotion of professional standards

The Conference participants includedreform and to includel” 1 e & spectrum of interested civil society organ in the media.

representatives of governments of theivil society in order H.E. Mohammed Al-Tayeb, confernece coordinator and isations, including the media, for example

Region, the G8 and other democratic partto overcome the mul-chair of the Shoura Council Human Rights Committee.  through the establishment of governmentPrinciples on the work of journalists

ners, as well as international organisationple  challenges _ . ... civil societyworking groups. - Support for the work of media freedom

and non-state actors, including peliti faced upon the path towards democratigrogress on reform in the Region, finding_ Any legislation adopted in the area ofand journalists’ rightsNGOs should be

cians, parliamentarians, academics, intekevelopment; and, to provide enablingoperative techniques to assess and evaly. . jom of expression should be consisencouraged

lectuals, democracy advocates, opiniomonditions for the development of goodatewhat has been done in each country: o ith relevant international law and- Journalists must be able to exercise their

makers, NGO and media representativejovernance by removing those obstacles That participants call upon th&rab o 4ards ~as contained inter alia imight to freedom of expression without
The Conference was held in the framewhich impede the peaceful, free and-eague to review the proposed difab  icie 19 of the Universal Declaration of fear of prosecution or intimidation, which

work of the Democracy Assistancetransparent organisation of civil societyCharter for Human Rights with a view to, - - Rights, Article 19 of the would undermine effective jour’naﬁsm

Dialogue (DAD) to offer a viable plat- and political parties. promote its acceptance by Arab countiegy e national Covenant on Civil andand the free flow of information to the
form to consolidate free dialogue among Secondly, the need for all governmentégovernments and civil society actors). - pgjiical Rights, Article 32 of thérab  public. Effective measures shall be taken
participants over vital issues pertaining tan the Region to establish timeframes for Charter of Hum,an Rights and the Sana'#o preventand punishany such persecu-
democracypolitical reforms and freedom the realisation of peaceful democratic(B) OnDemocracy and thBule of Law 5o \oradion on Promoting Independention or intimidation.
of expression. transition. - That international law and national deg o,y pyralistic Arab Media. - In times of conflict, the status of media
The ga.thering fOS'[ered the free' Thlrd, to Commit to the fO||0Wing baSiC |S|at|0n Safeguardlng the Independence O? practitioners as non_combatants Sha" be
exchange of ideas and provided a valumechanisms for peaceful democratic tranthe courts be respected; Principles and ethical omediaregula  respected at all times, and measures taken
able opportunity for participants to criti sition: - Thatterrorism, in all its forms and man o, 2n 4 nolicy to ensure their safety

cally review the achievements made with- Remove restrictions from all forms of ifestations, be regarded here as a SeriogsGovernmentS should encourage the The right of journalists to establish and
in the Region since the launch of themedia - whether audio, visual or print threat to the growth and to the develop e, ejonment of knowledge societies byoperate independent syndicates and asso-
BMENA initiative, including in particular and allow the private ownership of mediament of democracy, and world PeaCey, ioring the development of legislationciations without interference should be
the two sessions of the Forum for thethrough the breaking of state monopolies/\Cts of terror create an atmosphere of dis i, 4 view to legalising private and com-guaranteed by law and in practice

Future held inMorocco in 2004 and - through legislation, guarantee the secufust, panic and fear which undermine, i proadcastingwhere not yet in - Criminal sanctions for offences comnit
Bahrain in 2005, along the path of democrity of judges and the independence of thgniversally cherished values such as thg, ted in the course of the practice of jour-
ratisation and political reforms. Otherjudiciary, the latter being the underpin-freedom of thought and the freedom of gy ance the capacity of State broadcasalism should be abolished or replaced by

of the on-going DAD dialogue were alsonerstones of democractic transition; ~ addressing also its root causes; ming and reflect a plurality of views  a journalist should be fair and be held
reviewed. - Recognise that the freedom to establish . . -Theindependence of any public author-before an impartial court.

N civil society organisations and political (©) On The Role of Civil Society in iy \yith requlatory powers over the media
The participants parties is the backbone of democracyPemocratic Processes should be protected by lasnd througy ~ Contentrestrictions

- Acknowledge the successful experi while empowering the independent judi - That priority be given to the promotion o » vica| measures - Restrictions on freedom of expression
ence ofemen in democratic practice andciary to monitor and evaluate theier ~ Of democratic values within the threecy g e of 5 publication should not beshall only be permissible foreseen by law
partners in the DAD program; - Fourth, with the practical involvementjudicial and executive authorities) 10 gqqrt \yhere less intrusive measures haveLaws which protect individuals against
logue in the democracy-building processpf which would be tanonitor and report €ssential to accelerate the process Of'P0"? The development of knowledge soci-debate about the functioning of public
sharing an important responsibility aleng on the accomplishments and failures ofcal reforms and to guarantee progress ios spall be encouraged by facilitatingofficials
side governments; democratic transitions, and the protectiorihe protection of human rights as well 8s,..o5¢ 15 the internet, and avoiding '

- Renew the commitment of the ceun of basic freedoms throughout the Regionf0 foster the transparency and accountytemnis to monitor it. Access to information
tries of the Region to strengthen demecra- The participants also take note of thebility of institutions; - Given the contribution of satelli®/ to - Governments and civil society shall
cy and to broaden the scope of partieiparepression experienced by professionai That necessary measures be taken o reajisation of the right to freedom ofwork together to examine the possibilities
tion in political life as well as the com associations in the Region, and call foromote the values of peace and tolerancg ,e<sjon in theegion, promote access of adopting and implementing laws guar-

mitment of the G8 and other partners tdhis situation to beremedied through through cross-cultural dialogue; to satellite television. anteeing the right to access information
accompany and support effectively theseespect for the independence of these That the role of youth in the dialogue held by public bodies.

mutual respect. In this respect participantformity with the aims of this conference. strengthened and that, to this end, Meas | iarives to develop journalistic codesimposed on the ability of journalists to
welcomed the announcement of the estab Finally, Request that the results of theures be taken to increase youth participay¢ aiics should be encouragattl sup- gather news, including on access to meet-
lishment of the board of directors of theSana’a Conference be presented duringen in good governance; that media andj i "as 4 step towards the replacing afigs of official bodies

Foundation for the Future and recomthe third meeting of the Forum for thecultural exchange and school curricula b&eicia'requlation by self-regulation '

mended that it operate in consultation anéuture (Jordan, December 2006); encouraged to contain principles of “ro osiaplishment and development oBn the role ofWomen

cooperation with other regional and inter - Acknowledge the important support ofdemocracy and democratic values; training institutes for journalists should No recommendations

national initiatives supporting democracyitaly, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Endorses the many civil society net '

in the Region and in particular the DAD; U.S. Middle East Partnership Initiative morkzin tthe Tﬁgiog ant(jj rltjac_ﬁmmends :EJ

- Reaffirm their intention to continue and United Nations Developmentin€y D€ streginened and bullt assume thegr
the current and future political reformsProgramme for their financial contribu role as a strong partner in the democractfe WOULD YOU LIKE TO BUILD A CAREER IN

and to undertake concrete action to impletions to the successful organisation of théefordm procesls in the region; - , 17 <FREIGHT FORWARDING INDUSTRY?
ment the commitments made within theConference. - And in conclusion, as it is at the naton
DAD processes; - In concurrence with the above, the-para| level that commitments taken at thd WE ARE H I R I NG NOW

- Reaffirmed their commitment to ticipants welcome and endorse of the red?egional level need to be implemented in
advancing the implementation of all fec ommendations of the three thematic-sesrder to be effective, the participants weH

ommendations made jointly by sions,which are annexed to this decu gtf)rlrg; ;h:n;vimggsgzg m%ft ,i';ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ;’;r?ﬁf“' M AR KET| NG EXECU'”VE S

Governments and non-State actors at thment.

Rabat International Colloquium on follow up on the commitments which .
Political  Pluralism and  Electoral RECOMMENDATIONS resulted from the first year of DAD activ (For 6 D Q an@Hodeidah)
Processes of October 2005 and those ities on political pluralism enshrined in
made in plenary at the IntergovernmentaDn Democratic Reform: the Venice Workshop and Rabat - go — getters
Conference on Empowering/lomen in Colloquium declarations. .
Public Life, inAnkara inMay 2006; (A) On Palitical Systems and - achieve goal & targets
- Welcome the commitment of the DemocraticTransformation: On Fostering Freedom of Expessio - meet deadlines
Government ofYemen and HRITC to - That parliaments of the Region engage That, as a result of the conferenee, |
propose a mechanism of consultatiorin a process of dialogue with their ceun Process be initiated towards the formula - team player
between governments and non-statéerparts to reinforce their skills and capaction of Arab standards on freedom O'I - leadership
actors, identifying clearly defined time ities; expression, consistent with internationa

frames and benchmarks, to pursue theThat institutional reforms be accompa law and taking into account existing stan . . _
DAD theme to promote freedom of nied by reforms of administrative struc dard-setting documents relevant to thg¢ Salary is no bar for the right candidates.
expression in line with international stan tures, including increasing the professionregion, includinghe AfricanDeclaration

dards; alism of the public servants and theof Principles on Freedom of Expression. L
- Encourage the expansion of DADaccountability towards the citizens; RUSH YOUR CV (within a weekJO:
activities and partnerships in order to- That Regional countries shall developProcess for eform Sales team@mail2marines.com

enhance its operational reach across theith NGOs their own systems to evaluate Any reform of legislation affecting free-
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Cinema In the Arab World

Islam and the

The recurring culture clash themes on Islam vs. West
conflicts are being outrightly abandoned by Middle

Eastern film producers. They favour a return to an art

cinema free to choose its own topics.

By: Antonia Naim of the whole history of cinema, that is,
the political and artistic dimensions.
he burden of the Israeli- The Palestinian filmmaker Elia
Palestinian conflict and Suleiman is one of the most notorious
the continued occupation examples. Through his last films,
of Palestine are obviously “Chronicle of a Disappearance” and
involved. “Divine Intervention”, he inquires on
As for Lebanon, the feverish recon circumstances that pretend to foste
struction of the country and the remi Civilisation, but prefers going back to
niscences on the civil war, the weightthe introspection of his main charagter
on sectarianism and the deep rifplacing him at the centre of the story
between classes, almost totally pervade This is also the case of recent films
the new Lebanese film industry which,such as “Atash” byrawfik Abu Wael
though often supported by Europe (2004), a biting, radical piece; or
there is no public assistance for the-cin‘Paradise  Now” (2005), by the
ema in Lebanon — remains a nationaPalestinian filmmaker Hany Abu
cinema portraying a national reality.
Starting from this trend, can wereceived an Oscar nomination.
obtain a new cinema? It would be of an AbuAssad chose to tackle the partic
unusual nature, probing into a period ofllarly controversial topic of suicide
confrontation. And is this cinema upre attacks through the history of two child
lated to the social reality, to thehood friends living in Nablus, Khaled
Palestinian citizens that massivelyand Said, selected for an attackTel
elected the Islamic party Hamas or thé\viv.
Israeli extremists that refused to leave
the colonies in Gaza? The story of Khaled and Said in
“Paradise Now”

Revisiting political and artistic  Although they start off as voluntaries in

dimensions

an Islamic group, the two friends starfThe comeback to politics in Israeli
Cinema, the 7th art, has always beerfiaving doubts on the need to commitinema

West. Beyond Entertainment

ical sites, which seem more like theprogressed even further by producang
reunions of a sect... cinema d'auteur which although
As for fiction, the filmmaker Amos abstract, it deals with shapes, space,
Gitai has of late cast off his interest fortime and the loss of memory, sueh
Jewish orthodox communities repre central theme in Lebanon.
sented in his film “Kadosh”, and is Itis a minimalist film, which reflects
going back to research in his disturbingAntonioni with his adventures, where
film Promised Land, which thrusts us insilences make sense. Beirut is there, an
the slave trade and the Eastern prostinconspicuous star, and for the first
tutes market and unveils the lack of-valtime our senses are spared of the
ues of Israel’s society. wounds of the civil war or of its fever
ish reconstruction: they remain in the
A “clash of civilisations” in a very background, in that non visible space,
personal light the viewels imagination.
A distressing, highly subversive film Considering this brief summary of
that has been much criticised in Israelthe cinema in the Middle East, we can
“Alila” and “Free Zone”, are also dis ask ourselves: is cinema the last barri
turbing films. They are tales of freecade under siege or on the contrary, the
women, stories of friendship betweerbuilding ground for a future trans-
women of opposing cultures, onenational civil and secular society with
American, the other from Israel, thestrong international ties?
third Palestinian, the famous clash of In any case, the cinema witnesses the

Cinema in the Middle East responds to Western clichés by revisig the
political and artistic dimensions. The Palestinian filmmaker Elia Suleiman is
one of the most notorious examples.

Assad, which has had a big success arafjyree with the myth of martyrdom andrecruited as a young girl in the ClandeSCivnisaﬂonS again, but in a very person conflicts that cross each one of these

returns to the debate on politics; if thetine Jewish army of Palmach, marriedy) light... societies, that animates them and makes
violence of the Palestinian colonisationan Arab communist intellectual after As for the Lebanon, some youngthem live or tests their own existence.
fosters further violence, that of attacks1948 and then became a leftist Israelfjlmmakers like Ghassan Salhab It represents a place of contact, of
it prompts an even more terrifying vio militant. (“Terra incognita”,1998, “Beyrouth dialogue even between societies at.war
lence, that of the destruction of the After the first Intifada, Arna created fantéme”, 2002), Danielle Arbid The fact that cinema, being present in
Palestinian society, human morality theatre in the refugee camp of Jening‘Raddem”, “Dans les champs defestivals world wide, instantly becomes
The film was shown in Ramallah, inwith the camp’s children who, she will pataille”, 2004) abandon the aestheti@n international show should lead us to
one of the two cinemas left in Palestinediscover as her son returns to Jenine ifgodes imposed by the large Egyptiarthink on how European societies take
the Al Kasaba theatre on Septembe2002, will have come to a tragic end:fiim industry as well as the Amerioa part in the financial aid, the co-produc
2005. either killed by the Israeli army or model, by creating new codes andion of these national cinemas, of this
became kamikaze... crossbreed narrations that thrive orfregional” Middle Eastern cinema, of
Avi Mograbi is one of the enfants ter Eyropean art cinema and other morevhich | have tried to pull out some
ribles of Israel's cinema, a troublemak remote cinema. common characteristics, beyond the

year after year, a shield against narrowthis agtion. Th.roughoqt the film, we getAs _f_or Is_raeli cingma, the comeback teer who is set, fi!m after film, to build  |n “A perfect day” (2006), Joana clichés of the clash of civilisations.
minded religions and values, trying toacquainted witttheir lives: they work politics is especially strong in docu awareness for his people and to decorHadjithomas and Khalil Joreige haveSource: www.gantara.de

impose their vision of the world and tooff and on in a garage, but spend mosnentaries: a few filmmakers chose testruct Israés myths. In his last film, in

colonise the political sphere of seci Of their time on the top of a hill, wateh question society and to battle againse005, “Pour un seul de mes yeux”,
eties. Even Censorship, both Easterilg over an occupied Nablus, day the fake representations imposed by thBlograbi abandons his former grating

eEXPress concern over
street vendor deaths

and Western, has a scant long ternfireaming and brooding over their dailypresent power, to denounce the lack cdind burlesque comedy to investigate

effectiveness on this matter. humiliations and lack of freedom andrespect of human rights, the pursuit oftogether with his public and his peo
Today, some would like to prove towork. colonisation in Palestine, the erectiorple) on two Israeli myths:

the world that Middle-Eastern societies Deep wounds have marked theirof a totally illegal wall condemned by Samson (who is classified as the first

have become almost totally Islamic andives: Khaled's father was tortured byinternational conventions. kamikaze in history) and the myth of

are populated by kamikazes manipulatlsraeli soldiers. As for Said, he has to the Massada hill, extolling the collec

ed by religious groups that advocate théve with the disgrace of a collaborator Simone Bitton and her film “The tive suicide ofthe Zealotes. The young

destruction of th&Vest. Cinema in this father, executed by Palestinian militiaWall” — Juliano Mer Khameis and the Israeli generations have had their fair] SANAA, 25 June (IRIN) — Human allowed to sell in specified parts pf
geographical area reacts to these clichéghen he was 10. striking film “Arna’s Children”, an share ofthese two mythsboth in rights a}ctivists are calling for gree}ter_the city Theyare banned from work-_
by revisiting two essential dimensions The filmmaker at this point fails to homage to his own mother who wasschool and during group visits to histor | protection of street vendors following ing on major streets so as not to gef in
reports that several had been killed byhe way of pedestrians or cause traffic
local officials in cities throughout jams.
Yemen. Street vendor Ahmed al-Raimi, 3p,

The tree that killed its caretaker

The following is a true story of a farmer who
died in his gat field while hanging onto one of its
tall trees.

By: Mohammed Al-Jabri
him, “Even if you asked him to leave

atem Ali grew up in the his house to sell you gat, he wouldb
gat fields of his grandfa- leave his comfortable seat and gat ses

thers. As a child, Ali sion to fulfill your demand.”
used to spend some time Ali paid much more attention to his

in the gat fields watch- qat fields than other farmers. He was
ing his father and grandfather pick gaimatchless in caring for gat trees. Also

leaves from the trees. When he becamee used to describe qgat leaves witl
a grown-up, Ali befriended the qatsuperb detail

for them throughout the four seasons ohighlighting gat’s advantages.

the year.

about the best qat, locals would sayput money to buy gat went to Ali’s
“Ali’'s son Hatem is the best at caringfields to request some qat leaves, as

for gat.” They also used to say abouﬁ1

and was the bes
trees after spending much time caringlescriber of gat in his village, even

Ali was known for being a generous
Ali was famous for having the bestfarmer with a sense of humor thath
quality gat in his district. When askednever left his countenance. Those with

In some cases, unlicensed vendorsaid that municipality workers reg

their wares in the streets — have beeaff the streets, and accused the
shot at or beaten by municipal effi forcing him to work in “an environ
cials, say human rights workers. ment of fear”.

Khalid al-Anesi, executive director Human rights activist and lawygr

never disappointed anyone requesting Tragically, Ali's life ended this past
gat without money. He also used to sellanuary. Having prayed Al-Fajr prayer,
gat on a post-payment basis. he headed for higat fields as usual,
Those farmers who worked with him having his breakfast under the very treg
bear withess to his being a generousn which he soon after died. It was 10
nd good man and he treated thera.m. when he set a stepladder again
indly. They never got bored or tired ofthe tree because it was too tall for him
working in his fields, especially to reach its leaves. The ground below
ecause he used to create an atmowas full of water. His death hour quick-
phere of humor for them. When he sawy approached, as he didn't notice the
a sad worker of his, he said to himglectrical wire touching the tree and thg
“Hey man, why are you sad? OK, chewsteel stepladder.
some gat and forget the world. There’s Ali ascended the stepladder and
rr]wo need to get upset.” picked a few leaves. Unknowingly, he
As usual, Ali went to his fields after took his last look at the other gat trees
}AI-Fajr prayer to care for the gat treeshe inherited from his father. Suddenly,
and water them, even if it was too coldhe electric shock ran over the stee
for him to touch the water. His wife stepladder and Ali died holding onto
brought his breakfast to him becaus¢he gat tree.
e preferred having it under the shade It was a black day for all the vil-
of the gat trees. Afterward, he went tdagers because they lost one of thei
sell his gat in the market until middayarea’s best local residents. Ali lived in
re., until 5 or 6 p.m.). a Sana’a suburb and died at age 35.

place.
“Attacks against street vendorsstreet vendors this yeafhe lates
have become a daily scene,” he saidcase was on 13 June, when Ali

including beatings and killings — hadhood of the capital. “This reflects t
been registered with HOOD, but thatviolence of authorities,” opine
“there are other cases which hawen’Arman.
been disclosed”. Yahya al-Shu’aibi, the Governor
Yemen is a poor country, with Sana’a, however, said that such fg
some 42 percent of the populationattacks were isolated cases and
currently living under the poverty not represent a trend. “If it happe
line. Street vendors, therefore, ae then it's the result of resistance,”
common site in almost every neigh Shu'aibi said. “The municipality i
- bourhood. tasked only to remove those whov
According to a recent law issued,late the rules, not to take aggress
however, street vendors are onlymeasures against them.”
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Al-Jazeera Information Technology &
Communication Exhibition (Jitcom 2006)
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the leader of its current victorious procession
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Announcement

The Poverty Reduction Strategy Follot
up and Monitoring Unit in the Ministry
of Planning and international
Cooperation, is announcing fBrinting
the “National Human Development
Report” (English language)

Interested applicant, should be sent in
sealed envelop, (in one week of this
announcement) to the following
address:

Poverty Monitoring Central Unit
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation
Sana’a, R.O.Y

Tel: 01 239 705
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Opinion

Words of Wisdom

The fall-out from technology
advances, notably globalization, is
clearly ahead of usWe need to
grapple with this and the sooner
we assess the issues and decide 0
what we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of YemenTimes

or the second time
Sana’a hosted this
international con
ference  where
those concernec
with democracy in the Arak
nation gather. The importanc
of the gathering, similar to th

=]

previous one, was signified b

OUR
OPINION

Football? Amen
4

ey tall guy, do something wit

your head. Move it or remove
it, we want to watch the
game!” One of my tall friends,
Ayman, is not quite happy wit

his height these days. Apparently he continuously d
nagged while watching World Cup football match
on open-field screens. Following the tournament

become a sacred ritual for Ayman and many ot
Yemeni youths and adults alike. When | ask Aym
how is football these days he gives me a “yo-mg
kind of gesture and says, “football rules!”

Actually these days football does rule. A rece
story in Time magazine shows that one person out
five around the world are following thé&/orld Cup.
This includes people who lack access to the matc
and people who do not knowhat TV is in the first

place. So, out of the people who do have access, el

haps the percentage is in the nineties if not grea

the large numbers of intellect.
als, journalists, broadcaster
government personnel, an
opposition members who

Dues must be paid

By:Dr. Abdulaziz

Al-Magaleh

attendees to present their opinthat they had attended more than 15 meegither have democratic systems that are
ion, instead of being limited to ings of conferences to discuss a project dfeginning to emerge, are still incubating, or
a few minutes of discussion ondemocracy and political reform with theare embryonic.
each topic. same dissertations. Nevertheless, they haveThis frank description springs from pro-
The conference was notnot witnessed the application of one itenfound political experience and accurate read-
without of interesting state- discussed at all those conferences. It is natg of the Arab nation’s reality. Though Al-
ments. Among them was a ref-surprising that these attendees remain inteEryani has not named the regimes reviewed
erence that stressed that tallested in preparing for listening to the samén his paper, the reader can discern which
about democracy and political working papers again and again. states Al-Eryani is talking about. His assess-
reform had been so frequent so There were many first-rate working papersnent confirms that the achievement of
as to cause monotony. Untilpresented at the Sana'a conference, butdemocracy in the Arab nation is a long way
now, democracy remains merecannot hide my admiration of the paper subeff. There are manybstacles that hinder
talk. The essence of somethingmitted by Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Eryani. The reaching this goal. Dues inevitably will have

attended. From June 25-26, the conferendi&s in what is seen, rather than in what ipaper contained a genuine and highly impoto be paid both before and after so that such
discussed three key issues: democracy afig¢ard or read. It is a fallacy that Arabs aréant description of the reality of democracyan achievement is realized.

political reform; democracy and freedom ofsatisfied with talk and are unconcerned aboun the Arab nation through his evaluation of
expression; and democracy and the situaticetion.
of women. From my standpoint, it was quite Furthermore, it is not surprising that athat the Arab states implementation offemeni poet and intellectual. He is the director
enough to focus on one issue, allowing alumber of conference attendees emphasizeiémocracy remains halfhearted. Arab statesf theYemeni Center for Studies.

the practice of Arab states. Al-Eryani note®r. Abdulaziz Al-Magaleh is a prominent

bts
S ith a dia
q logue last
er ing for
n more than
" t w o

months, the ruling Genera
t people’s Congress (GPC
bf headed by President Saleh a
the Joint Meeting Partie:

e?JMP) have signed an agre
ment on “elections impartiali-
erly,” which is the first of its type

By: Abdulbari Tahir

Will there be impartial elections?

Though interpreted to be ulates that publicly owned media will agreement. The agreement bans the use of
mindful of the democratic remain impartial and that all parties andoublic funds on publicity campaigns, even
process, JMP’s decision topolitical organizations will participate in the though it is difficult to distinguish public
participate in the elections elections. Other articles relate to control anchoney from personal propertye find that
imposes further burdens on antransparency. Parties are to be provided witBPC leaders behave as if state institutions
already confused opposition. electronic copies of registered voter lists. were their own property, while merchants
Achieved by dialogue, the What is dangerous in this accord is theontributed one billionYemeni Riyals to
agreement is considered ancollusion to sideline woman by using fleat support Saleh’s campaign.
important accomplishment, ing formulas instead of allotting a definite The agreement also disallows the use of
yet what is more important is number of posts for women. Articlédl public institutions and mosques for electoral
the commitment to this agree-should represent gender equalitwithin propaganda. Though prohibited in extant
ment to the letter and in society election laws, emphasis upon this issue-indi

|ein the Arab world and perhaps in other Thircaction. Those who followremeni politics It is necessary to suppofemeni woman, cates that there has been abuse. In reality
World countries as well. know very wellthat Yemenis are experts in defending their constitutional antegal the agreement is no more than analgesic,
It GPCs5s signing of such an agreement indipenning agreements, yet their difficulty liesrights without any condescension. “Womemmedicine to tranquilize the tensions of polit-
Idcates a lot, for election impartiality is a rightin realizing the substance of these agreere half-brothers of men,” and all partiescal life, which are coming to a climax.
guaranteed by the constitution and lawsnents. and political organizations should consider What is positive is that the “antagonist
Though both the constitution and legislated Agreement on going to voting boxes forwomen’s political participation a national brothers,” the ruling party and opposition,
>N COl I ) . » laws may be imperfect, the defects of thespresidential and local elections is noigoal. have managed to compromise. Further, the
anticipating, and cheering. Iraqi Sunna, Shia, ghdstatutes can be reviewed and discussed bysignificant, but what is more essential is Article 11 does not go beyond preachin choice of resorting to dialogue even an
Kurds_ sat tc_ngether as did Turk_s W'th. the G_err_na SiparliamentYet, the moody and angry naturethat these elections are impartial, free, andnd a call on women to participate, a styleninimal degree is another encouraging act.
FEQ\lljeer)'/gzse \év&ihagggaiﬂlg?sciiﬁ“g;]:#g:s ‘;Vr':g ﬁ?tgzt';n : pf the ruling party have made this importantransparen.t. So, does the agreement live mitable if voiced bya pr.eacher or human While the GPC sinned by refus.in.g the prin-
love of this fascinating game. issue the battle of all battles. to these aims? When the GPC allowed theghts defender, but not in a draft law. For ciple of dialogue, the opposition's flaw
From the start of this year, thefdifences SCER to be a subject of dialogue, the oppalause like “Women are half-brothers ofmanifested itself when it increased its
between the ruling party and the oppositiosition decided to participate in a committeamen,” which was adopted from tihemeni demands, then retreated and accepted a sub-
athave mounted to the point that the opposiwhich has had its legitimacy called intoconstitution amended following the 1994standard agreement.
wtion has hinted at revolution. GPC’s signingguestion. war, is a meaningless chatter As for comprehensive reform issues, they
o of the agreement on elections is considered Lets leave all this aside and read the The awfulness of this text lies in the factwere set aside and compensated for in the
edto be a confession of the flaws in the elecdetails of the agreement where the first iterthat it promises more than it really will give.agreement by promised legal amendments
stsions mechanism and a decision to abandmtates that two more members will be adde@hat is more appalling is the fact thator in laws suspended until after the elections
t its policy of not tolerating criticism ofthe to the seven-member committee to make itwomen, though comprising 55 percent ofake place. The issues relate to the forma-
i I ) aSupreme Commission for Elections andiine-member committee. This actionthe Yemeni population, are representedaby tion of the SCER from a pool of impartial
message and re-branding a nation's image as a Whbl&eferendum (SCER). It is in fact a tactic requires a constitutional amendment. Theingle woman in a parliament containingand competent judges, reforming the admin
With the latest developments in Gaza, | feel sad gnd, .\ partial retreatYet, the agreementtwo extra members will be chosen from301 members. Though the ruling party andstrative and technical apparatuses of the
sorry for the way things turned out in my region, e remains important on the grounds that thamong those selected previously by parliathe opposition agree upon women’s rightscommittee, and finalizing the civil register.
Middle East. If only there was a way people could ST . : - . .
gather around themes such as world peace and ju Cg;PC |mpI|C|tIy adm|t§ mlgconduct and ment, when the committee was lformé*tie we find the text to be more a sermon tlaan ,It seems that this agrgement represents
like they do around a sport such as football. Andfif expresses an |nte.rest in fixing the probleragreement caII.s for the division Qf thecode, and mere promises exist .where the@tente for the GPC, y\{hlle it h.as bgcome
only there was a way to portray a trirage about | and maintaining dialogue. supervisory, primag; and subcommittees should be definitions and commitments.  impasse for the opposition parties since they
Islam and the Arabs, a more positive one: to useffan The JMP also retreated in its allegationsvith 54 percent of positions for GPC- In many Yemeni areas, women arenow should accept the SCER’s elentio
opportunity like Germany has with the World Cup arfd that the SCER is but a toy in the hands dbacked members and 46 percent for oppositeprived of inheritance and mogemenis results, as they are a participant in it is activ
tell the world that Muslims and Arabs are more th@n the ruling party, partial, dependent, andion parties members. contrive to leave women penniless. It seenisies. Furthermore, the opposition should
what perceptions tell. If only we could use such @n biased. For accepting the participation of The GPC considers the agreement t@bethat even her rights of voting and nominatnominate their presidential candidate, and
opportunity to get rid of violence that targets our fd- two JMP membes on the committee doewaiver since it still clings to its right to ing are manipulated. agree on the names of its nominees in the
low human beings and to unite with the entire wolld not mean that this partisan committee wilhame parliamentary chairs. Moreoyver Though they speak of the impartiality ofgovernorates.
under the rubric of humanity, peace, and justice. suddenly become unbiased and indepen@PC's acceptance of checking voter regishe allocation of public sector jobs, the
Nadia Al-Sakkaf ent. Ironically, this agreement will diminish tration lists to eliminate errors was a signif legitimate use of public money, and the neuAbdulbari Taher is a Yemeni Journalist and
the claims of opposition parties andicant concession. tral role of the army, what is more pressinghe former chairman offemeni Journalists
decrease the credibility of their demands. The fourth article of the agreements stipis the level of practical commitment to thisSyndicate.

There hasn’t been a more unifying subject for peo
globally than sports. In the last Olympics both No
and South Korea paraded holding one flag togethe
was then said that sports achieved what politics co
not.

This year, football fans of various persuasion
even conflicting minorities—sat together watchin

“Zu Gast Bei Freunden”

The host for the World Cup this year made it clear t
it would use the occasion as “a time to make n
friends.” Germany is re-branding its image in order
be known as a friendly nation. The government urg
Germans to be friendly hosts this summer when gus
would arrive. So, football is not only a game th
unites people, it is also an opportunity for conveyin

Editor-in-Chief

Letters to the Editor

It GRHVQ W
fit! Next one!

Nightmarish news “You see the killing in Palestine, Iraq, Movenpick hotelWe were warmly received

t was a request of my mother, my wife, and Sudan, Somalia, Afghanistan, and all oveby my Omani friend, but one guest was rude

my children to switch off the TV. It was the Arabic and Islamiworlds. Thecrying of ly treated.
news time onY.tv, Al-Jazeera and CNN. It mothers and children give me nightmares. A hotel employee shamelessly mentiope
was not an amazing request really, becauset is so difficult to see all these catastrophethat the management would not permit ong
understood what they meant quicklyand not feel a great sadness. My son, tdorthe guests, who was wearing traditioha
Watching the news means spending a niglthe Arabic and Islamic leaders see whaYemeni attire, to enter. The employee
full with nightmares.A Palestinian family we seeon TV?” adamant about disallowing the man into [th
killed in cool. Hundreds of dead in Iraq. Abdulkreem Al-Awage hotel wearingYemeni attire, saying he wgs
Bloody clashes in Somalia. Confrontations in abdulkreem_h_alawage@yahoo.commerely doing his job.
Sudan. Killing in Afghanistan. Threatening If hotel rules rule out the entry of guept
Iran over its nuclear program while other Yemeni traditional Dress Unaccepted  clad in traditional attire, why wasn't this pogt-
countries have nuclear bombs. | feel offended when traditionafemeni ed? These hotel ‘rules’ hurts our natiopal |
Unemployment, corruption, the false democ | attire is not honored. Our national garb ipride and | will not compromise with
racy adopted in the Arab world, the tyrannyculturally rich and it has a place deep in ouwhomever created these horrific rulgs
of Arab leaders, and the tyranny of the develsocial milieu and heritage. My problemsl believe that the Ministry ofourism shoulg I
oped countries over the underdeveloped ondsegan when an Omani official guest, whanvestigate this case to see if the hotel is-ope

The request had to be taken into considehappened to be my classmate during my cohting in accordance witfiemeni laws.
ation. | asked my mother “Why should welege days abroad, invited me and others to Ali Sherif
switch the television off now?” She repliedwatch aWorld Cup football match at the “alisherif50@hotmail.co
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CoOMIMON SENSE

The arrogance of power

_— ' T he horrific majority of innocent
DY Monarnrned nicdnr latest vie civilians, we have the
lence that US Ambassador to thg
) ) . ) . ) ) has erupt United Nations calling
AL-Wahdawi elections minister, the American mistreated them and violated their ed last Damascus the cause &f
weekly, organ of - Two persons killed and four other =~ ambassador toremen criticizes rights it could be their right because week in Gaza and ir all  this mayhem
the Nasserite wounded in armed confrontations  the president’s speech they are their masters. On the othe Iraq only goes to show unleashed by  the
Unionist in Bani Hushaish - Al-Hamdi: Presidential elections, hand, the rulers remained considering that unilateral posses Israelis for not surren!
Organization - Imprisonment to two officers an opportunity to effect change inthemselves as the shadow of God oh sion of power at the dering Khalid Mashal,
(NUO), 27 Juin condemned of kidnapping, the Yemeni reality the Earth. international and the leader of Hamas
2006. torturing and raping of a child, - Massive festivals by the JMP The rulers might accept democracy regional levels only By:Hassan Al-Haifi That is not exactly
Main headlines Citizens storm Yafie security demanding for reform and freeas a slogan and form to improve thei underscores the danger what calling a spade a
- NUO central committee approves administration elections image before the world. But the that can come with such hegemonyspade is all about.But then John

participation in the upcoming - Despite apology of the foreign- Criticized violation of the democracy that they accept is the ong

o ) ; - Here we have the “decorated” StateBolton is one of the engineers of the
principles agreement by the rulingthat does not approach their position

of Israel releasing all its powerful biggest flop in American history with

N party, The NUO assistantand limit their authorities or affect | \ eanons against a helpless civiliarthe invasion of Irag.One wonders
5 secretary gen_eral Asim: retragtio their privileges as well as |tshould not population that is already sufferingwhat John Bolton hato say about
of the president an expectedlead to cross the red lines byl y,o most miserable conditions ofthe rape and murder of an Iragi
. drama _ criticizing them. The rulers think | poing totally besieged without woman along with the three other
el I Iocra IC re O rl I I - Al-Mouayad demands ending hisconstitutions and laws as a formal o.qrse to any relief from any out-members of her family, including
3000-hour suffering complementary aspect of the state

. . - ; side force that might have somechild, carried out by the very forc
m St roceed - Symposium onYemen accession similar to the flag and the national| oy il to dish out on these help-that Bolton and his havoc engine
u p to the WTO anthem. The decision taken by the |oss Gazians.lt is not enough that ing friends in the RightWing

- General Assembly ofYemen ruler stays above the constitution anq |grae| has frozen any possible ecoEstablishment that is holding th

t is fine to have :E;n?urtrgrvng;:gtvge ife?r InFe_rnatlonaI I,3ank _ approves the law. . . nomic activity to allow these help- helms in the United States?
Ztcatt(;arsnﬂ]r;c;?-satﬁ President p%i raising the Bank's capital t tAT;t "’;i rr?SUHIt Orf tthk:srdeispg:lc nannd less Palestinians to eke out some sort Israel has an unlimited scope fo
debate  common Abdullah Saleh On the president's retraction fromeoxi&;teanfe Col:‘ usi afatei}or? bitwger of subsistence Iiving. They have nounleash death and destiuction Fo
concerns in the addressed the demoerg g decisi%n of not running for powers, the sover%i nty of the law| 2SS 10 the outside world. Theydefend iself, says the White Houge
Arab countries like what cy conference noting . . . 9 P : gnty AW have no access to clean water. Thegven if it means the annihilation of
presidential elections for a secondpeaceful transfer of power, and| to anv readilv availthe Palestinian peopleBut anvone
happened last week at t that democracy and o “\riter Muamar Mohammed al-respect of human rights. Balloting ave no access Y Y 1 peop v
Sana'a conference ol reform = cannot  bg Bato’ul says the Arab rulers are amondpoxes competition remainé overnec able ald.that could come to themwho dares ra|se.a.1f|nger of ressta €
democracy, political thought of being enacted Y T mp 9ove from their fellow Arabs, or other to the most horrific occupation of all
reforms, and the freedon while terrorism strikes| rulers who stay the longest period inby the will of rulers. That situation | 5y sill kind people in the interna-times is a terrorist and murderer n

of expression. Although By: Mohammed the region. He said that POWer It has become a habit practicechas made the opposition compete in
the conference was dorm Y- P the West is nowmaking by majority of Arab presidents, exceptelections with the state that possesse
nated by the governments theories on democracy in very rare instances. ThéArab all capabilities and powers rather thar

and its recommendations were not ugnd civil society organizations whil citizen is not accustomed to see on theith another political party

tional community. Now the Israeli the White House glossary of words,

S«Defense” Forces, which have beenwhich now even the United States
on the offensive since the date of theSsupreme Court can no longer sto
establishment of the State of Israelach.

7

to expectations, still such activities arethe people of the region are pogr ground a democratic practice, unleashes all its power to destroy The increasing horrors that th
good. It is good to encourage the-netSardonically, he said, *teach ys peaceful transfer of power without what ever is left of the vital infra- region is being witness to are the
working of civil society reformers in [democracy] and feed us.” any problems except in the example of structure that may keep these peoplengineering fine works of the rig
the region by brining them together to | should ask why thaVest has to| Lebanon. Many of Arab presidents Al-Balagh on the borderline between death aneving establishment on behalf of their
discuss the possibilities of boostingteach us and feed us as if we were their managed to score records in the length weekly, 27 Jun survival. Yes. the IDE has decided tolsraeli friends. who seem to ha
democratic reforms in their respectivebabies. It is not their responsibility tb  of their stay in power. 2006. make use of a minor military disap-driven this region into an abyss §f
countries and the challenges aheadlo all this while we remain idle, wait The president's decision of not ointment, when its forces w{ere conwiolence, for which no clear ex?; is i
provic(ije_d that such zcti]:/ities ﬁre_ noting for their sympathetic support. nominating himself for another term ?ronted with a legitimate resistancesight ’

turned into propaganda for authoritari i i i . . . '

an regimes. Why terrorism and poverty? ‘;":; ?hzufrr:t? Loeé?)?ggogralkt) l\/ei/zger?ﬁalg;s:sdiltligis parliamentarians: No against an illegal occupation that led Thank you, Mr. Bolton for your

to the imprisonment of a conscriptedcontemptuous appraisal of events in
Corporal to bring death and destructhe region. We wish to tell Mr.
tion to the vast majority of the civil- Bolton that it is American weaponr
ian population of Gaza.With its that is being unleashed against the

| heard the presentations made byhe region is plagued with terrorism
some of the government representabecause it lacks democratic traditions.
tives who presented a very rosy picturdnstead, it has an authoritarian culture . . . . . . .
about den?ocracy in their)::oun)t/ripes. Inthat fails to recognize the right of ett historic and national de0|5|_on and he Chaurman_of the Higher _Councn
2004, | remember attending a similarers to exist or express their differene would have been the firshrab of the alliance of the tribes of | 1ohq standing ready to mop up, theeople of Gaza and not the toys pf
conference on participatory govern of opinion. Talking about the| Presidentto do something like that. Marib, Jawf, Shabwa, and Saada| |graeji artillery and aircraft shelling weapons that Damascus may own.
ment in the Middle East and NorthPalestinian issue, making it the sqe think the president had had a full = The tribe above partisanship, ourl ot ciyijians and the unlawful deten- We also wish to tell him that it is the
Africa countries in the U.K. where reason of our plight, is unjustifiable.| ~conviction in not nominating himself  alliance aims to make the stat€l (joy of designated political leaders,lsraeli Mossad that is actively at
heard similarly pleasant speechés. understand the ordeals of tile foranother term butit seems there are listen to the tribe voice democratically elected by thework fomenting all sorts of violence
asked the audience then why were w&alestinians and the outrageous atrqci some centers of power that do not Armed clashes renew W-Hadda Palestinians to hopefully bring themin Iraq and elsewhere in the regioh
there if the situation is so wonderful. ties the Israelis carry out against thepn. prefer this matte. These powers are - Whooping cough disease spreac out of this predicament of Israeliincluding Lebanon. Perhaps Mr

| guess these regimes will neverYet, it is unreasonable to halt develop beneficiary from of his stay in in four villages in Bait al-Fagieh occupation, world indifferent, local Bolton is not aware that a big ring d
freely realize the challenges and themental and reform processes that tarfiet governance and keeping the situation Government  forces  launch authority ir,1competence anoi manyMossad agents was captured
democratic reform gap between us an@undreds of millions citizens living it as it is. These forces consider the intensive attack on Jumaa rBi many other ills that seem not to findLebanon planning for another maj
the rest of the world. The first stepthe other Arab countries! know that | - president's departure from his past Fadhil area in Saada any cure with anyone holding theexplosion there, after all the previot
towards change and reform is thewe do not fully agree with the foreigh  geparture and loss of their interests Prisoners of the military prison in helms of authority in the Holy Land. explosions the latter of which ar
acknowledgement that we have a probpolicies of theiVest, but this does Nk - 4 power. Hudeidah demand the parliament ., can the world allow su)::h bar- becoming less of a mystery now th

lem. But, these guys are reluctant tgnean that we should look at their sup the formation of a committee to . o
admit we are sick and need to beport for our democratization with sus ; ) i e barity to occur? this ring was captured.
investigate into violations and Yet amidst the world outrage at

healed. picion. : :
Yes, the region is in flame®/e see  Again, our poverty and backwarg crimes perpetrated against them | \ynat is obviously a bad exploitation Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemehi

considered a good initiative and  Hope for the JMP in the upcoming
conclusion had he clung to that elections

—
=P 0 =357

violent and terrorist acts here and thereness are not completely due to our lack i i i of a mismatch, let alone exaggerategbolitical economist and journalist fo
However, we should not try to fool Of resourceswe are poor because w Al-Wasat weekly, ~ The newspaper editor in chief| .\ qq 0 nishment against the helplegsore than20 years.

ourselves and the world, claiming thislack good governance and powerfjil 28 Jun 2006. dlscu_sses in an article acceptance df

is because of the Palestinian-Israellegislatures that are able to nip the-cor President Ali Abdullah Saleh to

conflict or the situation in Iraq or ruption of the executives in the bud and nominate himself for theYemeni democracy pillars is the basic thing,agreement that maybe the first of its
Somalia. Yes, these are a majorhold them accountabléVe are poor Main headlines presidential elections. He says maybéooking towards the future andkind in our Arab homeland or maybe
headaches that affect all the countrie§ecause nobody knows where ourpub - Bin Shamlan most prominentthe opposition would say that thefighting corruption is the hope and thein our third world. The decency of
in the region. It is illogical, however, to lic money goesWe are poor becausg opposition presidential candidate action has been a kind of a drama odemand. elections is a right guaranteed by the

cratic and political reform until these instead of health and education. If ojr acknowledgement of liquidating that millions of the people have gonehoping to hear from the oppositionelections. It is known thahe Yemeni

say that we have to postpone demomost of our budget goes to armame}'ts - Considering the presidest’ other such descriptions but the fact is The writer concludes his article by constitution and the laws regulating
issues are sortamlit. Thisis ridiculous resources were channeled prope| Nasseritdeaders as self-criticism to the streets to tell the president to bevhat would help build the democraticconstitution and the election law

and nonsensical. none of the Arab countries would need  AL-Afif demands the regime to their candidate to the presidency.eTh process and to play the ball in its courstipulate that. There might be in one of
Even the Palestinians who are undethe support of tha\Vest or other rich unveil bodies of those executedwriter says the masses of the peopli the correct way them or in both some shortcomings in
occupation and are in a real fix nowa countries, or let us say our need then  anq geem them as martyrs have done that voluntarily and that this regard and in such a case
days have impressed the world inwill be limited. - Asking for civil disobedience, their action portrays theéfemenis conducting dialogue and through the
demonstrating their democratic rights VY]hat }[/;/]e needh ‘Lom ;onfgre_ncest Sana’a conference excludes civilnature that is ready to bear difficulties parliament such shortcomings could
?rgﬂ :AZ?EE? n?;niv;rp?r:“fgr;emég g;veéyrs#ecre afecoem?ggn d(;tiolrrlls er]%ap';“g organizations and  reflectsand hunger and poverty for be reviewed and rectified.
very good examplé that V\;e as Arabdalks. Rather, weeed developed coun gover_nme_nts vision participating in what they think is Al-Nidaa weekly, Th_e agreement '_[hrough dialogue is
are fully mature to handle democracytries to exercise effective pressure pn America |r_1ten5|f|es |tsm|I|tary_ correct. _ 28 Jun 2006. an |mpor'_[ant gain b_ut the mqst
We are not juvenile or, as our regimesArab regimes so that they stop harabs presence in the Horn of A_frlca The truth _of what happened B important is thfe commitment to it in
claim, unprepared for democracy andng democracy activists and journg waters, warnsYemen against spectacular image of democracy that _ _ word and action. Observer of the
the peaceful transfer of power. Suchists. TheWest needs to lay down it supporting _the Islamic courts ~ means dlversn_y_ and dlf'f_er_enw a Main headlines Yemeni case can see the extent of the
kinds of discourse are fabricated bysupport for greater progress in politicpl - The president thanks tribestime the opposition says it is not with- Main opposition presidential Yemenis response to the signing. In
oppressive and tyrannical regimegeforms and the freedom of the medig. sheikhs and criticizes his pamgy’ nomination of Ali Abdullah Saleh. It is candidates, Bin Shamlan, al-fact the accord to go to ballotn
which want to remain in power forev | agree with Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahirr leaderships in the capital also at a time other some declares in Hamdi and Damaj boxes in the presidential and local
er, preventing any possible changethat Arab regimes should show - Under request from educationwritings that they do not want- Sana'a declaration calls onelections is an important matter and
They have even created this “horrortimelines for democratic transitiong, minister presidency security president Saleh. There are on the other governments to respectwhat is more important is the
movie” that they are the key element tceven though it is impossible to sat prevent women school inspectorshand the masses who took to the independence of trade unions anéchievement of an amount of decency
the stability of their countries, and thattimeframe for such an open-ended and  from protest streets to support Saleh’s nomination. to unleash the media freedom  freedom and transparency. &h
if they stand down, their countries will Sophisticated proces¥et, such time This is indeed the democratic schoot Attempted assassination againstuestion is whether the document
collapse.We saw these tactic used inlines would provide some evidence pf  p Apguimalik al-Mutawakil writes the president talked about in his taxes authority deputy during hiswould provide those aspects.
Sana'a last week. _ their determination to implement seff — g5uinq \vhile we are seeking to budd speech and this is the freedom of son’s wedding ceremony Probably the most dangerous thing
I do not knowwhat kind of stability ous action. Non-state actors Shofld democratic society we have to admibpinion and expression and the Financial corruption inYemeni in the agreement is the connivance
these people are taking about. Théhink strategically and figure out what o major problem from which freedom of choice, the writer says. islands against the role of the woman and the

Avrab states have always lagged behindzan be exactly concretized, and not just
according to the international develop keep their heads in the cloudsror
ment reports. It is really humiliating example, in the field of media, we nes

our least developed societies suffer is Now the ball is in the court of the - Government institutions and resorting to floating formulas instead
g that we, as rulers and the governedpposition that is in need to take its influential personalities seéz of defining proportions of her

that people all over the world take toto see the end of the state monopgly have  remained  hostage  ofdecision to declare its candidate to the = endowments lands in Saada participation whether through the
the street to demand their rulers stegver the broadcast media and mdre authoritative despotic culture that hagpresidential elections. The opposition quotas or certain  percentage
down while we in the Arab countries room for journalists to operate withoyt dominated over our societies for longhas signed the agreement of principles The writer ~ Abdulbari Tahir obligatory to the two parties.

ask for the reverse. It is painful that werestraint. Don't you agree? period of time. The majority of the with the General People’s Congressliscusses in an article the impartiality Regarding neutrality of the official
have come to think that our already. citizens consider themselves asnd competition is required in theof elections saying after two monthsmedia and public service and public
horrendous condition is more i Mohammed Al-Qadhis a Yemeni subjects not as citizens. They considedemocratic process and the existencef dialogue the ruling GPC party andproperty as well as the armed forces, it
blessing than the unpredictable futurejournalist and columnist. their rulers as heavenly ordained. Ifof more than one candidate & parties of the JMP (the politita is a good mater but more important is
Other people look forward to a better(mhalgadhi@hotmail.com) the rulers treated them well it @ required matte Above all the opposition) have signed a documenthe extent of those institutions

favor done to them and if theytendency towards stabilization ofon elections honesty. It is ancommitment in practice.
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REPUBLIC OF YEMEN Tender

Ministry of Oil & Minerals
Petroleum Exploration &
Prodl:JctionXAutholrity An n O U n Ce m e nt

Announcing the general tender No. 2 for the year 2006, the Petroleum Exploration & Produthiamityz(PEPA) invites well-qualified consultants to prepare
studies and design of PEB Building.

PEPA invites experienced companies and consultation offices in and outsida,Yeaving the desire to compete for the tender, to apply to thedREEheral
Administration for Financial and Administrative Affairs, the Politicalng, opposite to the National Tobacco and Matches Company, during the dfficial
working hours to receive the tender documents for a non-refundable sum of 50,000 Yemeni Riyals.

The following requirements have to be met:

1- Submitting bids in envelopes stamped with red wax.

2- The technical offer must be submitted in one envelope and the finarierahadnother envelope, and each envelope must contain an original and three
authorized copies of each offer.

3- Enclosing a photocopy of the tax card valid for 2006.

4- Enclosing a photocopy of the insurance card valid for 2006.

5- Enclosing a photocopy of the zakat card valid for 2006.

6- Submitting a preliminary deposit, with the financial offer, equivalent to 2,5%tedbid value. This can be via a payable check or a bank guaranteg from
an accredited bank in Yemen valid for 120 days from the date of opening the envelopes.

7- The sum must be paid in local currency (Yemeni Riyal).

The closing date for receiving technical and financial offers is Tuesday, AL U2006.

Technical envelopes will be opened at 11:00 of the same day in the presér@ewners or their representatives. No bid will be accepted after the-apove
stated deadline.

For inquiries, contact us at the following address:
General Administration for Financial and Administrative Affairs,
Petroleum Exploration & Production Authority,
P. Box: 7196- Sana’a,
Tele: 967 1 441230
Fax: 967 1 448726

University of Science
and Technology

Offers New Intake for the Academic Year 2006/2007 in the following Domains:

Faculty of

Medical Science: Medical Science  Dentistry Pharmacology Medical Labs.

Faculty of Science  Computer Science and IT Electronic Computer Communication

and Engineering: Architecture N . _ Engineering Engineering Engineering
Engineering Civil Engineering

International College: In Collaboration with Malaysian Universities Information Technology (MIT)

Business Administration (MBA) Graphic Design and Digital Media Interio r Architecture
Faculty of Human and Computing and Administrative Islamic and Arabic Studies English
Administrative Science: Science Language
Social Sciences
2 years (for Diploma Degree after Bachelor Degree in any related area
High School) (for master programmes)

Separate campus includes most colleges for female students

Distant Learning programs

The Road to a Better Future

HEADQUARTERS: UST Street, Sana’a. P.O. Box 13064. Tel: 227072/3, 373236 Fax: 373234. Website: www.ust.edu email: info@ust.edu
DISTANT LEARNING CENTER: Tel: 374007, email: dl@ust.edu. REGISTRATION AND ADMITTANC E: Tel: 408247/128, 408244 Fax: 467877
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Ahmed Al-Absi: a Yemeni photography master

By: Atif Awad

machine in Aden where he met an Indiaf

of Persian origin who was a photographef
hmedOmar Al-Absiwas and owned a studio. He became his dlisc
born in a village in cen- ple and picked up skills from the photog
tral Yemen in 1911, rapher, as hkept observing what he wa
according to his son doing in terms of taking and developing
Mohammed Ahmed photos. Hewas keen noto neglect an
Omar, a doctor in Dhamar province. Hispart of the man’s practice.
grandmother used to retell the story of Spending considerable time with the
her son to her grandson. Mohammed stillndian photographer, Al-Absi becanae
remembers his grandmother describingrofessional in the art of photography. He
the story of Al-Absi and his fascination then thought of returning to his native
with the camera. province ofTaiz and introducing that first
marvelous machine — the camera — t
former Northyemen.

People had heard about it, but fe
believedit. Adenwas an isolated British
colony that no one could enter easily Pre-Revolution Taiz city, a photograph taken by Ahmed Omar Al-Absi.
aside from the fact that traveling at that
time was difficult and tiresome. Not the horrible executions of revolutionistscity have something to do with this great
many Yemenis could afford to pay thein a square in the city @iz, both those photographer, who was a pioneer and
travel expenses to Aden; therefore, thef the 1948 and 1955 revolutions. master in the art of photograptji-Absi
majority used donkeys and mules as Of those revolutionists whose execu-sensed his responsibility toward his
means of transportation and less fretions were memorialized on film by Al nation and his people and carried it regu
quently by automobiles, which were veryAbsi's still camera were judge Al larly and constantly without reluctance.
few. Sayiaghi and Al-Lugayiah. Through hisHe taught all those wanting to learn pho

Despite difficult circumstances, Al- lens, he depicted the horrible sword otography and master its nuances. No
Absi continued to practice his belovedAl-Woshah, the imam’s executioner only that, he also helped those who want
profession in the city ofaiz. He encoun- beheading revolutionists. Even theed to learn but had little sustenance.
tered many hurdles such as the allegesthoment of executing Al-Woshah him  Al-Absi’s son Mohammed displayed
illegality of photography which soen self, the imam’s faithful henchman, wasgreat quantity of pictures his father shot
muftis say is against Islam. Howevéd-  attended by Al-Absi’'s camera. Each photo retells a thousand tales an
Absi wasn't practicing the profession to It was not only executions that werestories, reviving memories and enliven

“As a child, he used to hear grownupsearn his living but rather spontaneouslyecorded by the lens of this creative andhg scenes frorifemeni villages and peo-
mention a machine that could marvelousand instinctively spontaneous artist. Al-Absi also shotple in the past. The collection is a registry
ly depict people’s faces and bodies when With his camera, he wanted to recorchumerous scenes from the miserable lifthat surpasses organized corporat
they stood in front of it,” she recounted.Yemeni events which thereafter contin of Yemenis at that time and their villagesgfforts.

“He became obsessed with it. When héled to conjure up sad but importantas well as public places and the remark While showing the collectionAl-
became a teenager, he went to Britishmemories. Hadt not been for Al-Absi, able landmark# Taiz and Aden. Absi’'s son voiced his wistio see his
colonized Aden, hell-bent on seeing theYemenis couldn't have acquainted them- Abdul-Rahman  Bajjash,  deputy fathers works cared for by the state or
machine that could exactly reproduceselves with atrocities perpetrated againgtditor-in-Chief of Al-Thawra daily, said any organization by publishing a book
faces in pictures and on paper.” Yemeni revolutionists by the imam andpractically every real photographer indisplaying and preserving such an invalu

Al-Absi began searching for the hishenchmen. \lth his lens, he captured Yemen and every studio in angemeni  able heritage.

Ahmed Omar Al-Absi.

Ibb city as in 1950. Al-Tawahi Aden asin 1952.

Koran Studies:
A Reappraisal of the position of womer

approached in Islam. The Islamic feli having to fear charges of apostasy oMuslims.A Muslim man came to me and
gious tradition of dialecticékalam) has heresy said, “What you have written is certainly
long offered tools to “crack open” texts. interesting, but it is unfortunately once
Exegetic and hermeneutic work withinHow do you then deal withVerse 4.34? again directed against us men.” WHen
Islam is nothing new, yet this has beerBecker: The first exegesis of thigerse then told him that a well-known contem
largely forgotten. was actually provided by the Prophetporary male scholar had come to very
Our work, therefore, should not behimself. He said, “Do not beat women.similar conclusions, he changed his posi
understood as any sort of final answerThose who hit women are amongst thdion and was at once prepared to engad
As subjective beings, there is no way wevorst of creatures.” Supported by thein a detailed discussion on the topic.
can provide definitive answers. prophetic example, the word “hit” could  This is a great problem, as such work
be interpreted within the given context todone by women is not taken seriously
mean “hit out upon or adopt anotherenough. And it is women who are affect
compiling a work on Verse 4.34? dition of Islamic scholarship or rather  path.” In this case, it doesn't refer to theed. This also indicates how men funda
Luise Becker: For one thing, th&/erse in an anti-traditional role? And how emotional domestic conflict, but rathermentally think about women. Of course,
in Sura 4, which goes under the heading0 you assess dogmatism in Islamic distances itself from this context.this phenomenon is not just specific to
“Women,” is regarded as a bone of eonteachings? Curiously, this prophetic course of con Islam. Whenever a man expresses th
tention per se in terms of relationsBecker: | think that this is one of the duct is not considered. same opinion as a woman on a topic
between the sexes in Islam. No other tex@reatest problems in Islam. An absolute The actual problem, however, ispeople are prepared to listen to the man
offers at first glance such a misogynoustandpoint is very often taken accordingvhether one takes the context into Yet, we have also experienced positive
definition of prescribed relations to the motto “this has already been statedccount when interpreting the Koran ando euphoric responses from Muslim
between men and women. But, as |,sapy such-and-such a scholar centuriesvhether one is prepared to say that evewomen. Even some men have responde
at first glance, and in its translated verago.”With all respect, this easily leads tothe word of God has, quite naturally positively, rarely in writing, however, but
sion. opinions gaining acceptance as “Godbeen conveyed within a specific conteximore often in telephone calls or persona
The impulse for our work came from given” laws. In contrast, we regard ourand that herein lies the binding and timeconversations. This once again show
the fact that this topic has been veheposition as being in accordance with thdess essence of the Koran with respect tbow men fear making a public admission
mently discussed in the German andpproach of early Islamic scholars, whqustice between the sexes. Should onef such views.
Western European context and alsdended to hold the view that “my opinioncite texts that state the equality of the
because this text poses a great difficultglies with me.” sexes alongside those, such as the abolB®es the ZIF enjoy contacts with other
for Muslim women, especially those who Such a path, followelly AbuHanifa, quotedVerse, with no context, thereby Muslim groups following similar
lack the foundation to interpret and criti for example, is actually quite an enlight generalizing the historical example forapproaches?
cally approach th¥erse. In addition, this enedone. Yet, all this is apparently for all times? Becker: Unfortunately, there is still no
text is still used by men to underpin theirgotten or ignored as a result of special This would probably leave readerssufficiently established network for
supposed God-given privileged status. interests. This is why our work includesextremely perplexed and unable to seeooperation in Europe or even werld
Our work, however, also aims to pro the commentaries of past scholars as wethe equality advocated by the Koranwide. But it is emerging. Previously, it
vide a signal to German society byas contemporaryecademics, and also Fortunately, the apparent contradictionsias been mainly individuals, such as
demonstrating how texts can bepoints out the contradictions to the origi have been extensively explored and alsBatima Mernissi,Amina Wadud, and

he supremacy of men over
women in Islam is often
substantiated by citing
Verse 4.34 in the Koran.
An academic institute in
Germany has just published a new
study on the Verse. Susan Javad of
“Qantara” interviews the editor.

Luise Becker, how did you and the
Center for Islamic Women'’s Studies

(ZIF) in Cologne arrive at the idea of Do you then see yourselves in the tra

the sexes as prescribed by the Koran.
We would like to see an end to tradi Islamic world.

mental debate that has to take place in theork. We would like to establish cen
tacts with women and groups that use th
Koran as the basis for their work and dg

Verse4.34: )
“Men are the protectors and main-

tainers of women, because Allah has tional, conservative ways of thinking and

given the one more than the other & retumn to the open-mindedness that praVhat reaction have you so fareceived  not only regard Islam as a significant

vailed in the early days ¢élam. Atthat from Muslims to the publication? cornerstone of culturelo date, we are
time, ijtihad (independent interpretation) Becker: Most of the response has comehe only group in Germany using this
andra’y (personal judgment) were prac from non-Muslim circles. | tend to regard approach to interpret the Koran.

ticed and there was room for alternativahe meager response from Muslims as
opinions and pragmatic solutions, with being rather typical. The topic evidently© Qantara.de 200&ranslated from the
out those expressing varying viewpointsnvolves still too many risks for German by John Bergeron

[...]: As to those women on whose
part ye fear disloyalty and ill-cor}-
duct, admonish them, refuse to share
their beds, and beat them!”

2}

nal text with respect to relations betweerdebated among Muslims. This is a fundaRifaat Hassan, who were noted for such Al-lyani, and their tribal allies from man, according to the author, and rg

The Rubaiyat of

Omar Khayyam (36

Translated by Edward FitzGerald

The ball no question makes of ||/
ayes and noes,

But right or left, as strikes the
player goes;

And He that toss’d thee down
into the field,

He Knows about it all - He
knows-HE knows!

By: Abu Al-Kalmah Al-Tayyibah

Yemen: The Peopl
and Culture (VII)

Author:  Qadhi Abdullah Abdul-
Wahhab Al-Shamahi

Language: Arabic

Publisher: Dar Al-Hana Printing
Year Published: 1973

No. of Pages:370

Yemen. During the reign of Ali Bin
Mohammed Al- Sulaihi relative pead
prevailed and Sana’a and many citles
saw a flourishing building boo
which included enlargement of the
Grand Mosque. However this peacg

and-off Zeidi rule and tranquility was not to last. The

that  sometimes first Sulaihi ruler was killed on hip
encompassed all of Yemen proper; i.eway to a pilgrimage to Mecca in the
the geographical bounds of naturalYear 456 AH in the plains of Tehal
Yemen extending from way inside theHis son, Al-Mukarram Ahmed Bin Al
Hijaz, the Central and Southern high-Al-Sulaihi took over the throne. THe
lands of Yemen, Hadhramaut and evetatter was able to sustain the Sul
Oman. However, by its nature and its dynasty and overcome the rebelligns
calls for rebellions against any tyranni-that began to rise after his fatlse
cal or despotic ruke a sustainable death. After some intermittent fig
institutionalized Zeidi regime could ing among the various Sulaihis them-
not be well established iYemen. selves and the beginning of the disfo-
Thus, much intermittent warfare lution of their vast domain, a fe
occurred throughout the 1000 years ofulaihi rulers came and went until the
so of Zeidi rule and it would not be throne became in the hands of Qu¢en
unusual to see brothers warring againsArwa around 492 AH, where she rulgd
each other, with each brother claimingndirectly or directly up to 532 AH,
that he is more competent in upholdingDuring her reign several achievements
Gods law on Earth. Along this period, were realized and many architectufal
however other dynasties flourished insymbols are testimony to the grandg¢ur
the more subdued regions of Yemenand aesthetic inclinations of the

ith the entry of the
Zeidi faith, began a
long history of on-

Sa’ada where Imam Al-Hadi Yahyato hold on to. However, death of th
Bin Al-Hussein had set up the Zeidi Queen ended the zenith of power &
ecaliphate, with almost all the Imamsprosperity reached by the Sulaihis

ally followed the Imams that descend-areas of “Sa’ada, Hashid and
ed from Hassan'’s brother Hussein.  Ahnoom”, which the author notes wa

Notwithstanding the above, it is neglected by the Sulaihidn addition
worth mentioning that there were sev-other sultans and local chiefs
eral states that rose in the intervalsheikhs were able to establish th
between Zeidi rule, which were repleteselves in their local regions and Ye

a)

regimes and note there significant conauthor titles him, Ali Bin Mahdi Al
tributions to Yemeni modern culture. Himyari took control of Zabid. His

The Sulaihi Dynasty
The Sulaihi dynasty began with Ali the “rule of the State should be ung
Mohammed Al-Sulaihi, who rose in the Qurieshis as the latter.
436 AH from the “castle of Masar”, as known for his scholarly attributes a
the author states, in what is todayalso believed that tyrannical desp
Haraz. He was followed by the fol- should be overthrown, if necessa
lowers of the Ismaeli Shiite SectHle He followed the Hanafi sect to a cd
was able to defeat the prominentain extent, but did not mind takin
Yemeni leaders that thought thefrom some of the other sects a
Ismaeli sect to be heretical, includingbeliefs that agreed with his schola
the Rassi leader Ja’afar Ibn Al-Qassinpersuasion. He was a devoted pioy

ly

al-
Hamdan led byhe Sultan Abi Hashid ly felt that he was fighting in the right

£ Ibn Al-Dhahhak, and after fierce fight- path, since he never refused to cefpse
ing in several fronts the Sulaihi forceshis determination to establish his vigw
got the upper hand and finally tookof a proper Islamic state. The noted
Sana’a after the latter was defeatedignificance of the rule of Ali Bi
and killed in the Bani Matar area.Mahdi was the complete dissolution|of
Within a short while after that, the Ethiopian influence in Yemen afpd
Mohammed had control of most of“Yemen was never to se the latler
Yemen and a significant part of thecome into prominence to this day”,
Arabian Peninsula. He brought says the author.
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Talz antl-TB center: Citizens
must pay for treatment

By: YemenTimes Staff manager addressed aipril 10 Failure to complete the full round of until they reach age 4.
Taiz bureau memorandum numberedl1l to the treatment also can cause the aegeace e Avoid smoking tobacco or water
Ministry of Health, wherein he of TB bacterial strains with acquired pipe with others.
he current prevalence of highlighted the situation at th&aiz drug resistance, further complicating ¢ Good and balanced nutrition.
tuberculosis (TB) in center According to the memo, the treatment by increasing the length and e Early diagnosis and early treatment.
Yemen is 1.5 cases percenter has established a lab to increase cost of therapy. The emergence of <Allow light, heat and air to enter the
1,000 people. Medical its income by conducting routine multiple drug therapy-resistant bacteri house by opening windows becaus
reports estimate that medical tests like blood tests, typhoid, strains is a serious problem, particularlyfresh air with light and heat kills TB-
between 2,000 and 2,50@menis die rheumatism, pregnancy tests and liver because no ready drug treatment isausing bacteria.
from TB every year, making it the and kidney function tests. available to combat newly emerging While Al-Sulwi confirmed that TB
fourth cause of death iMemen. This Additionally, the center opened strains. isn’'t a hereditary diseasi,is chronic.
estimation seems in sync with severapharmacy selling medication at costs TB is transmitted from person toHowever it's considered preventable,
hospital statistics. In realitymost similar to those in the private market. person usually by inhaling bacteria-evenin those who have been exposed
deaths inYemen occur outside of According to the memo, such additions carrying air particles. When a TBto an infected individual. Fatality
hospitals, especially in rural areasare against the program’s policy and its patient coughs, sneezes or speaksccurs only when the patient is late in
where the majority of the populationmain aim, which is building and small particles carrying twdo three diagnosis and treatment.
lives. equipping aTaiz governorate center ) ) _ bacteria surrounded by a layer of DiagnosinglB requires two separate
Therefore, in cooperation with specialized in treating TB patients The anti-TB center in Taiz governorate. moisture are released into the When methods.Tuberculin skin testing i
international organizationthe Yemeni freely, like centers in Sana’a and Aden. another individual inhales thesemethod of screening for exposure to TB
government is conducting a National TheTaiz center manager couldn't beimportant to our work because we carSulwi stated, “WHO predicts that particles, the bacteria may lodge in thainfection. An individual infected with
Tuberculosis Program aimed atinterviewed because he suffered prepare and save reports and databasestween 2000 and 2020, nearly one person’s lungs and multiply TB will have developed a
eliminating TB in Yemen. Anti-TB Stroke due to an attack by unidentifiecof our patients, our center and othebillion will become infected with the hypersensitivity to the TB bacteria,
centers have been established in maridividuals who struck him on the head.sectors and units,” he explained. TB bacteria and 35 million will die The Taiz center opened a even if he or she didn't develop the
governorates to receive patients andhe deputy manager said he coutdn’ from the disease. Ninety-five percent ol : disease.
. _ . , : . . - lab to conduct routine . . :
examine, treat and provide them drugsdo an interview, saying he was very Handling 600-800 TB these patients are found in developing . . o A purified protein derived from the
Additionally, the centers ~are busy, particularly with the manager oo annuall, center countries.” medical t(_:«‘StS in addition pacteria is injected into the skin and the
responsible for preparing medical filesabsence. 2 ) According to Al-Sulwi, the reason to0 TB testmg_ area is inspected for a bump 48 to 72
including dates of patients’ cases as Dr. Ameen Al-Swidi, head of the staff are exposed to infec- for the disease’s prevalence in suct hours laterA positive test implies that
well as determining methods to helpcenteis lab section, said the center tjion transmission due to countriesis their low treatment rates TB infection has occurred. Skin tests

patients become involved in thereceives very few TB samples. “The lack of public knowledae because patients don't complete the full Al-Sulwi pointed to many general arent 100 percent accurate and they

treatment program by providing themnational anti-TB program has openec p 9€.  six to nine months of antibiotic therapypreventive measures that can be takeson't always indicate the presence of

with free medical services. Suchanti-TB units in manylaiz governorate required to cure TBMany stop takig to reduce TB’s spread in public placesactive disease.

measures are supposed to removéirectorates to reduce difficulties Regarding the safety of the cerger antibiotics when they begin feegin including: TB diagnosis also is done by

obstacles for mostly poor patients. patients face in traveling to the centerstaf, Al-Swidi said medical st&fare healthier but successful TB treatment < Those infected with TB should identifying bacteria in sputum (matter
We also trained technical personnel inexposed to infection, particularly thoserequires therapy beyond the period otover their mouth with a handkerchiefcoughed up from the lungs) or other

The Taiz anti-TB center these units to test, diagnose andvorking in the lab because they deabbvious symptoms. or tissue when sneezing or coughing. bodily fluids and tissues in conjunction
distribute medications,” he said. directly with TB-infected patients or When patients fail to followthe ¢ Those infected with TB shouldn’ with an abnormal chest X-ray and the
manager was attacked by  «The few samples that reach thesamples that are considered verprescribed treatment, they may becomepit on the floor inside homes but rathepresence of TB symptoms. Once TB
unidentified individuals center are for microscopy dangerous. actively infectious, spreading thein a tissue thatmust be burned has been diagnosed, further testing is
and the deputy manager examinations. Such samples are sent to “There’s a lack of knowledge in this disease to others. An infectedafterward required to determine the most
. the center if routine tests fail toregard. That is, many patients don’individual may infect as many as 10to ¢ Children must be vaccinatedappropriate drugs to treat the particular
excused himself from giagnose the infection,” he added. ~ know that sneezing, coughing orl5 others in a single year against TB immediately after birth andstrainof TB bacteria.
being interviewed. Samples reach the center in closedspitting are sources of contagion. S

sterilized plastic containers preparedrotective materials employees use i - -
for that purpose. “The containers arghe lab aren’t enough because they'r WH u ateS aVI atl O n
However, manyTaiz governorate used only once. Used containers arexposed to infection in the corridor or|
patients claim that such measures arerpurned directly after we finish the testsanyplace where patients have spit 0 " - -
applied at theTaiz anti-TB center, as to insure that they won't be the cause ofoughed, especially given that u I d e I I n eS fo r T B reve ntl O n
patients must pay for everything and irinfection,” he explained. sanitation inside the center isn’t good
every section of the center, beginning Al-Swidi confirmed that the Taiz enough,” he said.
from diagnosis and ending with the cos@nti-TB center is ready to diagnose TB Dr. Abdulwarth Al-Sulwi, also from WHO today issued updated guide Prolonged journeys of more thanlocator card has been developed| If
of medication. infection by direct testing or the Taiz center discussed the diseasq lines for the airline industry that will eight hours in a confined aircraftthere is suspected case of a commu
The national anti-TB program microscopy examinations, adding thatnd its treatment, explaining that T8 further minimise the risk of tubereu cabin may involve an increased risknicable disease of internationpl
the centeris discoverig a chronic and acute bacterial infectior] l0sis (TB) and other infectious dis of transmission, but the risk shouldimportance on board, designatpd
600 to 800 TB cases caused by a rod-shaped bacteriur] €ases being passed from passengbe similar to that in other circum passengers would be asked fill it
annually called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. It to passenger on bo_ard alrcraft. Thetances Where people are togeth_er iout. The card records the name, sgat
“If there are any defect primarily attacks the Iungs, but also ;'.I'uberCLtJ.Ios:stantilfl'{l'ravel' ?wde_th ?ther (lzonflndeq sqﬁctes.. Th?t gwdt.e.m]imbert. and emergency contgct
) . ines stipulate that people withlines also advise that aircraft venti information.
or Froublg, we cgntact t,he may affect the brain, kidneys, bones infectious TB must postpone long-lation systems should continue to "Increasing global TB incidenc
natllonal |nst[tute in Sapa a, and lymph nodes.. . distance travel, while those wit operate when the aircraft is delayednd the emergence of drug resistant
which provides uswith TB symptoms include coughing, | myitidrug-resistant  tuberculosison the ground and the doors arestrains of the disease has raised-cpn
everything we  need, chest pain, shortness of breath, loss ¢ (MDR-TB) must postpone any air closed. If not in operation, groundcerns about the international sprelad
whether —equipment or appetite, weight loss, fever, chills and travel. delays should be kept to less than 36f particularly dangerous straing/e
solutions,” he noted. fatigue. Children and those with| To date, no case of active TB hasminutes. need clear and effective procedules
Howeve, Al-Swidi  weakened immune systems are th| been identified as a result of expo The InternationalAir Transport in place to reduce the risk of trans
confessed that thélaiz most susceptible to TB and half of all| sure on a commercial aircraft. TheAssociation (IAA) and its partners, mission of infection on board
center still lacks some untreated TRases aréatal. quality of the air on board commer including WHO, are actively lock flights, and to ensure the approprigte
equipment. “We have “Every year, eight million people | cial aircraft is high and under ror ing at ways to improve the accuracyfollow up when necessary,” sald
The Taiz anti-TB center lab diagnoses00 to 800 asked for a computer for contract this disease and tuberculosi Mal conditions cabin air is cleanerand availability of passenger infor WHO's Director of Stop TB, Dr

1%

TB cases annuaj. many yearsA computer is causes two million deaths a year,- Al than the air in most buildings. mation. As an interim measur@, Mario Raviglione.
he media, clinical research alone, there are more than twentyecently published an extensive articlesystem has serious shortcomings anlikelihood of passage anytime soon.
legislators,  and trials, but there is million subjects, half of whom on the unethical practices of the largesgaps. For example, there are highly de- Opposition to serious reforms to
other organizations little  awareness represent drug trials. Worldwide, thiscontract  research  ganization centralized ethics committees withprotect human subjects in research
often raise that the number of number could exceed fifty million, conducting some clinical trials in varied qualities to protect humm comes from two groups: the
concerns about subjects enrolled in with about half that number in drugFlorida. Trial subjects drawn from subjects. The EU directive does nopharmaceutical industry dn
human-rights violations anc research is much studies. These staggering numberglegal Latin American immigrants regulate social and behavioral researchniversities. The objections of industry
ethical breaches in clinica larger than the present an awesome responsibility fowere threatened with reporting of theirwhile the US. does not regulaterest on the narrow issue of added
research. Such cases are legi numbers enrolled our citizens and our governmentsillegal status to the US Department ofresearch that is privately funded andinancial cost. The objections coming
Human subjects are allowed 1 in clinical trials alike. Homeland Security ithey complained not related to drugjcensing. from universities are more puzzling, as
be bitten by 100 mosquitoe By: Adil E. Shamoo alone. While some  The immediate ethical issue facingabout the risks of the drug that they Further down the chain ofit is in their long-term interest to
that could carry malaria in « research-related us is the real harm inflicted onreceived. supervision, research institutions areconduct research ethically.
study in Brazil A French doctor deaths reach the unsuspecting subjects through a vast That is only one example. Thedesignated to “manage” their own In both cases, the effective

performs a face transplant without thepopular media, the actual numbefr array of indignities, adverse eventssystem of protections for human conflicts of interests as well as those oprotection of human subjects should
benefit of the usual research thatleaths in research is higher. Everinjuries, and death. Many of those whasubjects worldwide is eithenon- their investigators. Yet many receive much higher priority, thereby
would accompany such a high-riskregulators and industry experts are naare harmed are poor, uneducated, arekistent or broken. In Europe sinceinstitutions and investigators have gustifying the modest added expense,
procedure. An 18-year-old subject in saware of the true numbers of deathgolitically powerless. Some areMay 2004, all clinical trials in the 25 financial stake in the clinical trials they which probably would amount to no
genetherapy trialdies, with numerous and adverse events, due to the lack ampaired in their ability to give nations of the EU must conform to theconduct. Most investigators have littlemore than 1-2% of the overall casft
lapses in the clinical trial noted afterproper reporting. informed consent due to mental orEuropean Directive (ED) issued inor notraining in ethicsand regulatory clinical studies. If such research is
his death. The large numbers of humancognitive disabilities, or are exposed ta2001 at the behest of pharmaceuticatompliance, for which there is notruly to serve the public good, the
Just months ago, a clinical trial insubjects in research are an outgrowthoercion, improper monitoring, andindustry. Each country’s regulatory mandatory education. safety, health, and dignity of human
London that saw the first use ofadrug)f the legitimate need for more andpervasive conflicts of interest. body will have to issue their own Advocates in the US, such as thesubjects should not be compromised.
in humans resulted in six healthybetter health care throughout our everMoreover, the justice of the regulations thatre within the bound ten-year-old human rights
subjects becoming violently ill. Two of lengthening lifespans. No single entitydistribution of risks and benefits isthe Directive. organization, Citizens for ResponsibleDr Adil E. Shamoo is Professor at the
the volunteers nearly died. The keeps track of the real extent of thequestionable when research subjects The Directive brings the protectionsCare and Research (www.circare.org)University of Maryland School of
volunteers were paid several thousand@buse of all human subjects engaged iare concentrated on a vulnerabldor human subjects in Europeanwhich | co-founded, have proposed aVedicine and Editor-in-Chief of the
of dollars to participate in the trial. ~ research either in the United States osegment of our society. clinical trialsin line with those in the universal National Human Subject journal Accountability in Research.
The general public is aware ofworldwide. | estimate that in the US Bloomberg Market magazine US. Butin both the US and Europe, théProtection Act. However, there i  Source:Project Syndicate, 2006.
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Republic of Yemen
Cooperative and Agricultural Credit Bank
Sana'a, Head-office

International Tender Notice
TENDER NO.:01/2006/CACBANK

1) The Republic of Yemen has received a Grant from the Government of the United State of AmericeW#8ds the cost of
the "FY 2003 Food for Progress" and intends to apply part of the Grant proceeds toigdniéspalyments under the contrac]
for consulting services for the upgrading and modernization of the Cooperative and Agri€riggiiaBank (CACBANK)

2) The Cooperative and Agricultural Credit Bank (CACBANK) invites qualified internationabultants with a minimum
experience of not less than ten years in restructuring of Banks and financial institutions, and shatsintseéled bids for
the following services:

a) To enhance CACB’s management by possible identifying of three strategic hiresiforrmanagement positions and
evaluating current staff, responsibilities and staffing levels;

b) To propose improvements to CACB’s organizational structure;

c) To assess the strength of CACB’s capital accounts in terms of preseat adpijuacy and future growth, evaluate nejv
sources of capital, and formulate a plan to develop the existing public/priletenship;

d) To prepare a detailed plan to strengthen CACB earnings;

e) Toreview the CACB risk management system and make recommendations toibrlimgitvith industry norms and best]
practices;

f) To evaluate CACB’s new accounting system for functionality and efficiency and prapaféective disaster recovery
plan;

g) Toreview CACB’s lending strategy and design work plans that will improve traininggguees, quality and oversight;

h) To design a multi-year strategy for CACB’s banking activities; including rurabsaad agricultural lending aiming to
improve lending and minimize existing and future risks; and

i) To propose a methodology for assessing new product offerings and suggesting additional proohgst orl(e

with a high likelihood of success.

j) The consultant shall carry-out a financial market survey to collect the rédpfioemation and data in orde
to asses the level of liquidity available, new products demand, target grmyps emable CACB to exercise
different future banking activities.

k) The consultant shall look into the possibility of opening an Islamic winddneath level as part of CACB
future products.

3) Consultants shall submit proposals for all of the tasks generally described &vopesals will be evaluated based on bogh
Quality and Cost, and compensation will be on a lump sum basis.

4) Interested Consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the faraites the proect
tasks.

5) Documents shall be purchased at below address on submission of a writteatiappfor non -refundable fee of US$
2000(two thousand dollars), plus US$ 100 for the courier charges for overseas delivery ( if requirethefrimffowing
address:

Cooperative and Agricultural Credit Bank
Saba Square — Head office

Sana'a- Republic of Yemen

P.0.BOX 2015 or 2850

Tel: (+967)-1-220089/ / (+967)-1-563810
Fax: (+967)-1-220088/ 220105

E-mail: cacbhank@y.net.\ye

6) Bids shall be acompanied by a bid security of a minimum of USD ($20,000) or its equivalent in a freely convertitdg cyyre
and valid for a period of 120 days
7) Bids shall be valid for a period of 90 days from date of submission and shall bereftlin sealed bids to the addreg
mentioned above on or before 10:00 noon, Sunday 17th September 2006, late bids will lneanejereurned to bidders.
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Sports

Al-Sagr needs 3
points to clinch title

By: Ismail Al-Ghabiri

n round 22 of Premier League
play, the Al-Saqgr team froffaiz
drew Al-Yarmouk last Friday at
Al-Meraisi Stadium in Sana’a.
The draw postponed announce
ment of the first placed team as the title-
holder. Al-Saqgr, howeverm increased it
points to 50, needing only three points
to win the title. Al-Yarmouk raised its
points to 28 and is in eight place.

At Al-Kibsi Stadium in Ibb, Sha’ab
Ibb reclaimed second place with 39
points thanks to early goals from Fikri
Al-Hubaishi in minutes 16 and 31 with
a 2-1 win over Al-Telal. Machawba,
from Congo, scored the visiting team’
goal in minute 43 of the second half.

Al-Hubaishi has become the top

Al-Sagr team

More than a game

By: Neil Stormer In order to allow both sides of the con-been bringing Muslim and Jewis
flict to see the greatest ever play the/outh together to foster understanding
game, a 48-hour ceasefire was callednd to overcome differences through
and honoured.A single footballer sport. The Peres Centre for Peace has
stopped a war used football in a variety of ways to fos
ball is a matter of World Cup qualification can do it ter peace between Israel and Palestine,
life and death. | am too. Cote d’'lvoire is in the middle @ from a mixed Israeli-Palestinian exhibi
very disappointed with that attitude, itCivil war. After the country’s qualifica tion team to camps and tournaments for
is much, much more important thantion for the World Cup, President children from both side of the divide.
that!” Laurent Gbagbo acquiesced to the pleas Acknowledging the role sports can
With those words, former Liverpool of the Ivorian football federation and play in building peace, among other
football coach Bill Shankly inadver- restarted peace talks. The countow  things, the UN General Assembly
tently alluded to a new reality: football enjoysa tense ceasefire, thankslely passed Resolution 58/5, proclaiming
is not just a game, but is also an ecoto the team's trip to Germany. The2005 to be the Internationdlear fa
nomic force, a model of globalisationpeace may not survive much longerSport and Physicdtducation. Theyoal
and, more importantly, a vehicle forthan theWorld Cup, but anycessation was to use sports “a@means to pro
conflict resolution. in fighting isareason to celebrate. mote education, health, development
Two days ago, irthe pagesof this Football can be a force for violenceand peace”.
paper, Pascal Boniface discussed theowever. There is tendency towards  Organisations that promote under
relationship between football andnationalism and racism, arble 1980s standing through sportee in them an
geopolitics. In the context of his article,witnessed the rise of football-relatedunrivalled ability to overcome cultural,
Boniface jokingly stated that football gangs notorious for criminal behaviourpolitical and religious differences while
fans believe that Firshould be given and drunkenbrawling. The game has promoting unity and understanding.
a Nobel Peace Prize. While concertecilso “started” a war: a riot eruptedaat ~ While the temporary ceasefire in
pro-active efforts need to be ned series of games between Honduras anidigeria during Pele’s visit and Ivory

ashington, D.C.—
“Some people
believe that foot

scorer with 20 goals netted and has pended for five games undelivameni points.
three goal lead over Ahli Sana’a for Football Federation’s decision. Al-Telal Sha’ab Hadramawt beat its ho
ward AdelAl-Salimi who has been sus remains in the fifth place with 35 Helal Al-Hodeida 5-4 in a dramatic pla

. . to jump to the seventh place with 3
Premier League standings

before the noblest of Nobel Prizés EIl Salvador, and thensuingdiplomat- Coasts World Cup-inspired peace are
5 conferred upon football's governingic collapse resulted in the 100-daynot to be overlooked, these examples
Y body, it is true that football and sportsSocceiWar. are only part of the bigger picture. The
lin general can play and have played But the violence is the exception, notpath topeaceshould bepaved not jus

role in limiting the reaches of war andthe norm. Sports have long servedaas with the one-off event and top-down,

de-escalating violent situatians means of bridging gaps through peacetournament-inspired ceasefires, bubals

points, while Al-Helal retreated to
fourth place with 36 points

Team Games Wins | Draws Losses| Goals| Goals To-taI In Abyan, Hassan thrashed its gugs There are numerous examples fronful exchanges and act asdiplomatic  with long-term eforts of those who try
played for | againsg points| Ahli Sana’a 3-0 climbing to sixth placeé the 20th and 21st centurigsowing jus  tool. While rivalries are occasionally to build fromthe ground up.
Al-Sagr 22 15 5 2 39 13 50 in the league with 34 points, while the how large a role football and sportsinflamed through athletic contests The premise behind the practice is
; visiting team retreated to the third pla¢ehave played in mitigating conflict. Sports exchanges are seeraasfe ice- simple: just as theéNorld War I-era
Sha'ab Ibb 22 1 6 5 39 28 39 with 38 points. Consider the Christma3ruce during breaker British and Germans who entered iato
Ahli Sana’a 22 11 5 6 37 28 38 In a Shabwa game, Al-Tadhamunworld War I; caked in mud and nearly The real sports-related conflict reso-wartime Christmas football match
Helal Hodeida 22 10 6 6 42 33 36 defeated its guest Shabab Al-Jeehfrg frozen, Germans and Brits climbed outution success to be had thoughrist  would not readily fire upon each other
Hodeida to take tenth place with 26 of their respective trenches along thdhrough the temporary unity achievedthose who play together find it difficult
Al-Telal 22 1 2 9 33 30 35 points, while the loser fell back to the front, set aside their guns and mutuafluring international tournaments or theto remain foes
Hassan 22 9 7 6 24 20 34 twelfth place with 23 points. animosities and celebrated Christmagliplomatic thaw following a friendly No one seriously contends that foot-
) At 22 May International Stadium in py playing football. The truce didn’ football match. While a successfulball is more important than life or
Sha'ab Hadramout 22 9 4 9 28 36 31 Aden, Al-Shu’ala downed Al-Rashig |aystf)th)é vgar continued, but soldiews national teans efforts can bring war- death, but if applied to more serious
Al-Yarmouk 22 7 7 8 25 28 28 from Taiz 4-0 taking ninth place with 27 poth sides found themselves unable téing sides together for the duration ofpursuits, it can mean the difference
Al-Shu’la 22 8 9 7 27 26 27 points, while the visiting team slid t0 fire out of their trenches— to fire the World Cup, the way to leverage between war and peace.
eleventh place with 25 points. across their erstwhile football pitek- football and all sports in the name of
Tadhamun Shabwp 22 : 2 12 27 36 26 Round 23 kicked off on Thursday at their enemiesA large amoﬂnt of conflict resolution is through consis Neil Stormer works in confliatesolu
Al-Rashid 22 7 4 11 21 30 25 with the 22 May team from Sana’a wasted ammunition was recorded orient, grassrootsefforts to enlist the tion and foreign policy inAashington,
Shabab Al-Jeel 22 ) 5 11 23 28 23 defeating its guesta’awen Ba'adan 3- the following days as guns were trainednasses in peaceful interaction. D.C.
1 to occupy the penultimate place withat the stars above and not at the enemy An increasing number of organisa-This article was distributed by the
22 May 22 > 3 14 28 44 18 18 points, while the visiting team |n 1967, Pele travelled to Lagos tions take advantage of this form ofCommon Ground News Service
Ta'awen Ba'adan| 22 4 5 13 31 44 17 remained in last place with 17 points | Nigeria, then in the midst of a brutalpeace building. Football 4 Peace is onéCGNews) and can be accessed at
civil war, to play an exhibition match. such organisation. Sin@01, F4P has www.commongroundnewsgor
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Braz” O — 1 France Exciting Career Opportunities
LEGAL COUNSELS
holders Brazil out of the World Cup as
France moved into the semi-finals.

[Inspired by man-of-the-match The Ministry of Oil and Minerals (MOM) and Safer Exploration & Production Operations
Zinedine Zidane, France were the bef- Company (SAFER)are pleased to announce a new initiative to recruit and train gradodtes
ter side in the first half, but failed to . . .
create clear chances to trouble Dida. work as Legal Couns_els f(_Jr_ SAFER Co. _'I_'he succesful candidates will go through rigorous

That changed just before the hou language and academic training to be qualified to work in the Legal Department at SAFER Co.
when Zidane swept a free-kick to the
far post where it wasumptuously Mini R . ts:
volleyed past the Brazilian goalkeepe INiMum _Requir emgn S'_ . .
by Henry. * Must haveuniversity degree preferabley degrean Law from a recognized & reputed

Fabien Barthez denied Ronaldo late university with a minimum of 80% or GPA 3.000ther disciplines may be considergd
on to set up a semi-final with Portugal, as Petroleum Engineering if they have excellent English language skills

Prior to that save Barthez had g g y g guag )
flapped on a couple of occasions, but |t * Age 22-28.
wasa mark of Brazil's lacklustre play « Commitment to travel abroad to complete a Masters degree program in Inteinftiona
that Ronaldo’sshot came in stoppage Law.
time. C . . . S .

Brazil had strolled their way to the  Commitment to undergo intensive English language training in Yemen if needed.
quarter-finals, but Carlos Alberto e Students with strong langauge skills are encouraged to apply. And those whadre
Parriera’s sde had no answer to a position to sit for the TOEFL or IELTS are encouraged to do so.

France team that combined defensive . in this field i | ial
discipline with some wonderful attack- « Experience in this field is a plus put not essential.
ing play. * Must have strong work and learning ethics.

France’s route to the last eight has
involved plenty of huffing and puffing, L L
but the knockout stages have brought ADpllcatlon.Crlt_erla. .
out the best in Raymond Domenech’s - Applications must be submited NO Later Ti&aptember 23, 2006.

Sidze'd ficent throughout, Thierry Henry's superb volley sent holders Brazil out of the WorldCup as - Application Form could be obtained from our Webslig chosing the following path
idane was magnificent throughout, . ; ot

while after the interval the speed ofFrance moved into the semi-finals. htto.//wwwsafervemgn_.com/download.htmthen click on download application under

Henry and Franck Ribery unsettled the “Legal Counsel Qualification Program for Work at SAFER Co.”

Brazilian defence. _ _ starting Vieira went close with a glanc-encounters. - A member of our recruitment team will call you if you are selected for taates

As early as the first minute Brazil ing header from a Zidane free-kick. Brazil: Dida, Cafu (Cicinho 76), interview
were given a glimpse of what they As the second half developed Hennlucio, Juan, Carlos, Juninho (Adriano . - .
were to experience for the remainingoegan to come to the fore, first sprint-63), Silva, Ze Roberto, Kaka (Robinho - Selection will bebased on the most qualified applicants.

89 minutesss Zidane glided away from ing past Cafu, then troubling Lucio, 79), Ronaldinho, Ronaldo. - Please make sure that your application contains all the needed persoradf aadt
a succession of Brazilian tackleshe before the Frenchman’s backheel nearSubs Not Used: Cris, Emerson, Fred| lifi i inf i

. o - ; . D qualification information.
executed a quick turn and that tradely released Vieira. Gilberto, Julio Cesar, Luisao, Mineirq, A i . hat d , h .. . ilb id d
mark stepover. So often in their careers with FranceRicardinho, Rogerio. - ny application t gt oesn’t mee’Ft e minimum requwementd\ml € consiaered.

A Zidane flick that deceived Cafu Henry and Zidane have failed to quite Booked: Cafu, Juan, Ronaldo, - Handed-In CV's wilINOT be considered.

‘évf?saﬁ?juf‘;'gsgrga}gig”&/V}’Sg'}'g"fr‘]‘; htﬁ'gt?“%k, bUttOtr_‘ 57 Tf'”uttes they Comb'“ed'EUC'O- Barther. Saanol. Th - The scholarship committee on behalf of the Ministry of Oil and MineralsSa#ER
o devastating effect. rance: Barthez, Sagnol, Thuram), - . . . : " "
ball. | Zidane whipped in a free-kick to the Gallas, Abidal, Ribery (Govou 76)| Co., is committed to give all applicants equal, fair and competitive opportunities.

Not to be outdone, Brazil's numberfar past that Henry spectacularlyMakelele, Vieira, Zidane, Malouda
10 Ronaldinho deftly touched the ballvolleyed past Dida into the roof of the(Wiltord 81), Henry (Saha 85) | If you meet the above requirements, please forwgodir resume, Application Form anda
into Ronaldo's path before thenet. Subs ~ Not Used: —Boumsong) | -,y of your university transcript and a copy of your TOEFL/ITP/IELTS score if available]to
Brazilian striker was closed down by Soon after the waspish Ribery nearChimbonda, Coupet, Dhoraspq . ;
the French defence. ly created a second goal for Francdiarra, Givet, Landreau, Silvestrg, the following address:

A Zidane free-kick set up France’swhen his penetrative cross was almosirezeguet. Safer Exploration and Production Operation Company
best chance in the first half but Floreninadvertently turned into the Brazilian Booked: Sagnol, Saha, Thuram. Attn: Human Resources Department
Malouda headed over. goal by defender Juan. Goals: Henry 57. ' . .

A minute before the interval another Ribery then almost latched on to a Att: 48,000. Recruiting Section
piece of Zidane wizardry releasedHenry pass, but Dida just got to the Ref: Luis Medina Cantalejo (Spain). P.O. Box 481,

Patrick Vieira, who wascythed down ball before the Marseille winger. Fifa man of the match: Zinedine Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
by Juan, who was booked. The win means France have beated@idane '

Within a minute of the second half Brazil in three of their four World Cup ~ Source: BBC Sports
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: rade |n|Used Car:

AbayaS and Sk|rtS o B L Bever o0 for Sale

A Brand New Second-hand BMW, Land

t car for a Very Attractive  price Rover and Rover are available

By: Beth Boal, Larin Brink traditional roles, as feminist movements Nevertheless, there are some promine
and FahadM ohammad in theWest did. Rather, change just seemexceptions to the rule. In severatab

to be happeninggs many Arab regimes countries, like Lebanon and Kuwaits “—

ichmond, Virginia; Kuwait are slowly embracing women'’s suffrage women make up one-third of the we, 3 MT 0& @ D an
City, Kuwait; lowa City Almost a year ago, Kuwaiti women gotforce, and they are even entering nfal e
lowa - Black shadows walk- the right to vote and run for parliameat, dominated occupations as ambassadorfs, . \ MT < n
ing side by side with wonme breakthrough political decision that wasdoctors and engineers. In addition, man q :D U Oa af = ( S
wearing Escada Jeans and debated for years and one already enacte¢cbmen have started businesses a e “—

tops while flaunting the latest Prada bag in Bahrain and Qatafoday conservative entered the stock markets, forcing thei SN ~ o () S

are a typical scene in many of the oil-rich Islamist MP’s have acknowledged theway into the patriarchal business sect AX3Y W00 A» w

Gulf State shopping malls. Tlabaya a positive impact of this decision and haveand paving the road for the next gerer 571 th G{X"’ﬂ Y ~

long, loose cloak covering the entire body already taken steps to win women votesion of Arab women. Opening up the pos Q+ Vo' VSRS JOZl o 0 A» W

from head to toe is often worn Byrab by putting on the table anti-discriminationsibility of greater economic freedom for ' S Y 983Y d=®

women. However, it has had to make/wa laws. After decades of being &alf- women could be the catalyst needed f 232 3

for the latest European and American democracy, Kuwaiti women can nowgender equality in the region.

haute couture. Just a few decades ago become involved in the political process. Flip through Arabic TV channels these

most Gulf women were seen only in black The involvement of women in politicsas days and you will see significant change

abayas, but today denim and abaya-clad must to show th&Vest that Arab women and paradoxes in Arab societies. There ale

women are as frequently found side by are not merely oppressed, and willelegantly dressed news presenters dgn

side. In politics and the workplace, increase respect for Muslim countriesLebanese channels, raunchy, hip-shakin

women are also making strides in bring everywhere. video clips of HaifaWahbi, Elissa and

ing together the modern and the tradition In the economic arena, howeyerother female singers, and women speal

al, in unique anduietways. women have made only minimalers at financial presentations in Doha an

There have been numerous misconcep progress. For women in tididdle East, Dubai.Change is both subtle and dramat

tions concerning Arab women by theseen as mere sexual objects. In contradiarriers to employment perpetuate théc, andwill no doubt always seem “odd”

Western world, but negative stereotypesithough women in the U.S. are notgender inequality of the region. Theto Western eyes. It is inconceivable that ' @ CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

by the media are slowly being trans required to wear tight jeans and low-cutWorld Bank report “Gender andthe women in this region abandon thg
formed by Arab women themselves. Foitops, many choose to do so knowthgt Development in MENAWomen in the abaya and the hijab in favour of low-top

instance, Arab women are often seen bthis will increase their sex appeal. The endublic Sphere” addressed the issue; staand skirts, but it is quite possible that
their Western counterparts as being veiledesult, ironically, is that Arab women areing that “[a] key entry point to bring about women will rise to the top of the political

by an oppressive patriarchal society. Theeen as oppressed and American womerhange is to focus on women’s economistructure. Theworld should not expect CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
reality is quite different. This reality are seen as liberated, despite the fact theghts.” While blue collar jobs will no outcomes that parallel the development o

varies, however, depending on whichthe latte’s wardrobe seems designed taloubt remain off-limits to women, there iswomen’s rights in théVest, and foreign AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS
Arab country you are referring to, andbe physically pleasing to men while thealso a thriving corporate job market values and ideologies mustn't be impose
which Arab woman you are talking about.other attempts to downplay the physical. which women are often unqualified for on the region. Rather, we should celebrat

. . e Petrochemical plants, refineries. e Offshore structures and underwater works.

For years\Westerners have misconstrued However, Arab women are subtlybecause of a lack of education. €Th that a balance has been struck betweg @ Heavy, light industrial plants. @ Pipelines construction and maintenance.
the hijab, the Islamic practice of womenincorporating western fashion into theirimpact is great. If a country does notabayas and skirts. @ Power and desalination plants. @ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
wearing a veil, as a control mechanisnown styles, as if to send a messagthéo employ half of its citizens, it stifles inno @ Fuel and water storage tanks. @ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
used by Arabmen to oppress women. Western world that they can create & balvation and possibly stagnates developBeth Boal, Larin Brink and Fahad @ Oil fields ancillary installations. @ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
What mostVesterners do not know is thatance between these opposing viewpointsnent. Because of high unemploymemt, Mohammadarote this article as part of @ Air purification for industry @ High quality buildings & sports complexes.
wearing the veil is not mandated in mosand incorporate both of them. It is notlack of a female work force, and a largethe SoliyaConnect program, an online @ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea @ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
Arab countries, and Arab women chooseincommon to see women wearing brightpopulation of people too old or too youngdialogue program that allows students berths & refinery terminals. systems.
to wear it in effort to avoid the male gazely collared hijabs, some decorated withto work, theMiddle East and North Africa from American and Arab universities to

The veil is based on Islamic religiousglitter and using striking, bright patterns,have the largest economic ratio dependerengage in inter-cultural dialogue. This
doctrine, but is not much different fro  with tight, hip-hugging denim jeans. cy rate in the world, which is to say, rela article was written for the Common
Christian-Judeo tradition which also calls In a similarly paradoxical wayArab tively few wage-earners provide fa Ground News Service (CGNews) and ca Sanaa Aden
for women to cover their heads in certairvomen are gaining access to other pariarge segment of the population. Somde accessed atvww.commonground- lg'}é_(?96677'11))"f411663380 -lli-eel;(?96677-22))337777372186
circumstancesWomen who choose to of society that were formerly closed toreports show that a householif&ome news.og. E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

wear the veil do so to protect themselvethem without having created an overtcould increase by 25% if women wexe Source: Common Ground News Service
from unsolicited stares and to avoid beindeminist movement or even denouncingmore active part of the labour market. (CGNews)May 30, 2006
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