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Last edition’s question:
In light of high school results of
the recent years, girls seem to
outperform boys. Do you think that
schoolboys don’t work hard or they
are frustrated?

Schoolboys are

1 don’t ki 13%
frustrated (31%) on’t know (13%)

This edition’s question:

( President Saleh promised to
build nuclear reactors to
produce energy in
cooperation with the U.S. and
Canada. Do you think this is
possible?

- No
- Yes, in the next 7 years
- Yes, in the distant future

Go to our website at:

yementimes.com/#poll
andhave your voice heard

aleh announces projects,
criticizes US democracy in Iraq

By: Hamdan Dammaj

SANA’A, Oct. 2 — President Ali
Abdullah Saleh announced a project for
electricity through nuclear energy, a
seawater desalination project and to
begin fighting corrupt officials while
addressing an Iftar reception at the
Presidential Palace Monday.

In front of the senior government
officials, social personalities and politi-
cians at the event Saleh criticized the
US democracy in Iraq.

Saleh said his electoral program is
not merely a political address for prop-
aganda as some believe and the promis-
es he made were not meant for tickling
the fancy of the nation to grant him con-
fidence. He confirmed his promises are
serious moves due to be applied in real-
life situations in the days to come.

Saleh added the September 20 presi-
dential and local elections constituted a

democratic achievement appreciating
the local and international community.

US democracy:

Saleh discussed the deteriorating situa-
tion in Iraq saying the multinational
troops cannot control Iraq despite the
excessive presence of these forces. He
said these troops made the situation go
from bad to worse. Saleh questioned
which is better for Iraqis, Saddam’s
totalitarian regime or the American’s
democracy.

Citing the unstable situations in
Somalia, Saleh said Yemeni people ben-
efited from what happens in the region.
About September 20, he said Yemeni
people said: “Yes for security, stability,
safety and freedom,” as they fear any
harm to their achievements and democ-
racy.

Penniless inmates appeal to
president to fulfil promises

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Oct. 4 — Inmates in Sana’a
Central Prison appealed to the presi-
dent to release them all, based on the
slogan “The penniless inmate is a
state’s citizen, head of a household,
and has a lawful, constitutional, legal
and human right in life.”

In a statement signed by most pris-
oners and published by Al-Shoura Net,
inmates announced they received noth-
ing from the billions riyals paid every
year to release penniless inmates
through a legal committee in charge of
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following up their issues. They said all
the money didn’t help release any pen-
niless inmate, who finished serving the
imprisonment term several years ago.

In their statement, penniless inmates
indicated the president gave directives
for forming a legal committee to pur-
sue implementing amnesty with regard
to prisoners who served 3/4 the impris-
onment term, as well as to pay YR 200
million for poor inmates.

The statement mentioned reports by
the Human Rights and Freedoms
Committee at Parliament and Al-
Shoura Council, with regard to wasting
money donated to repay debts on pen-
niless inmates over the past few years,
revealed that a YR 200-million dona-
tion, in addition to another YR 70 mil-
lion, was not spent to repay inmates
debts.

Inmates questioned the fate of the
money, which was not spent on their
right purpose.

Another statement by 17 July Forum
Coordinator, Sameera Dawood, on
behalf of families and children of pen-
niless inmates, argued that the commit-
tee, mandated to pursue procedures of
releasing penniless inmates, was par-
tial in dealing with cases of penniless
inmates. It said the committee ignored
many penniless inmates who have
been jailed for several years and
deserve to be freed.

“The concerned committee releases
robbers, highwaymen and mutineers
every year and ignores those deserv-
ing. We are ready to provide clear-cut
evidence of what we said,” said the
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penniless inmates.

They appealed to president to treat
them in compliance with legislation,
law, constitution, logic and reason.
They questioned: “Will he, the
President of the Republic, respond to
our pleas and sponsor justice?”

A list of around 55 inmates includes
Yemenis, Arabs and foreigners, in
addition to juveniles who cannot repay
the debts on them.

“Every year, official media talk of
directives by President of Republic to
release penniless inmates, who have
been imprisoned for years,” an observ-
er said. “Such talk by official media is
merely for consumption.”

Corruption:

“We’ll restrict activities of corrupt offi-
cials. We’ll not allow them any chance
for illegal earning at the expense of the
nation,” said Saleh, echoing his cam-
paigns promise to fight corruption. He
confirmed that making money and busi-
ness legally is the only accepted thing.

Water shortage:

Water shortage is a top priority problem
and it is possible for the crisis to to
become critical in cities such as Sana’a
and Taiz. “The government has a plan to
establish seawater desalination stations
to meet the growing demand of people
for drinking water and not for irriga-
tion,” Saleh remarked. He emphasized
the necessity of using modern means in
irrigation and spreading awareness
among citizens about these means.

Qat:

Yemeni leader discussed harms associ-
ating with qat plantation and how qat
consumers tend to earn money illegally
to pay for qat. “I think that qat planta-
tion consumes 30 — 40 percent of the
available water. This forces us to be

economical in using water and the gov-
ernment and people should be responsi-
ble for spreading awareness about the
issue,” said Saleh.

Electricity:

i

Saleh confirms his promises during elections campaign are to be implemented.

Regarding electricity, the president
noted: “we’re working hard to meet
people’s growing demand for generated
power by liquefied gas. Power is to be
generated via nuclear energy in cooper-
ation with the U.S. and Canada.”

Nicholson to Sana’a University students:

Yemeni elections mark
Yemeni political history

By: Mohammed Al-Jabri

SANA’A, Oct. 3 — The Yemeni elec-
tions are “a milestone in Yemen’s polit-
ical history,” according to Baroness
Emma Nicholson, Chief Observer of
European Union Election Observation
Mission while praising the participation

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Oct. 4 — A security source
denies what was published in some
opposition’s websites, claiming the
participation of the American
Intelligence in the operation resulted
in killing fugitive Fawaz Al-Ruba’ai
and his associate Mohammed Al-
Dailmi, both of them affiliated with
Al-Qaeda organization.

The source declared “what was
alleged, concerning the involvement
of intelligence American officers
among an air borne force, lacks in
accuracy and objectivity.”

“That story is baseless and it is no
more than fabrication of news,”
according to 26 September.net,
assuring the securities forces used no
planes and the news published in Al-
Ashtraki website is a malicious pub-
licity aiming to “demean the capaci-
ty of security and military institu-
tion.”

The same source added, “Fawaz
Al-Ruba’ai was killed during the
confrontations with the security
forces and he was firing and hurling
grenades at the security, refusing to
surrender.”

The sources also pointed to the
contradiction of the story as declar-
ing the house was destructed by an
air attack and saying somewhere else

Security source denies
America’s participation
in killing Al-Rubi’ai

that Al-Ruba’ai was found killed in
his bed.

Sources say a number of American
intelligence officers among the air-
borne military force targeted the
hide-out of Al-Ruba’ai, in Bani al-
Hareth, an outskirt of Sana’a.

Eye witnesses assured the house
was completely destroyed after it
was attacked by a Yemeni helicopter
with an identified rocket, contradict-
ing the story put forth by the
Ministry of Interior.

The security source said security
forces laid a siege around the house
where Al-Ruba’ai was hiding. The
forces were forced to use weapons
and kill him when he refused to sur-
render and started firing and throw-
ing grenades at security forces.

The same source went on saying
that security forces attacked a nearby
hide-out where Mohammed Al-
Dailami was located and the con-
frontations with him resulted in his
death and the arrest of another al-
Qaeda militant.

One of Al-Dailami’s relatives said
he was assassinated in his house
without any resistance and he was
found killed in his bed.

It is believed that Al-Ruba’ai was
killed in the same way Abu Ali al-
Harthi was killed in Mareb’s desert
in 2002.

i

Emma Nicholson during the symposium.

of both the opposition and ruling par-
ties.

In a symposium held Tuesday at
Sana’a University, Nicholson said the
European mission is to release its final
report on the elections in a few weeks.
She stated the voting procedures were
conducted very well in 82 percent of the
polling stations the mission visited
countrywide.

According to  Nicholson, the
European mission is unbiased and con-
cerned only with the way the elections
were conducted.

“We are not concerned with who has
won the elections. We are interested in
the way the elections were conducted,”
she said.

“The aim of the European Union
Election Observation Mission is to
enhance public confidence in the elec-
toral process, deter fraud and violations,
enhance respect for human rights, con-
tribute to resolution of conflict, know
the degree of impartiality shown by the
election administration, fairness of
access to state resources made available
for the election, and the degree of
access for political parties and candi-
dates to the state-run media,” she added.

Richard Chambers, Deputy Chief
Observer, said the vote counting results
of the presidential elections were
announced on the legal period, but
those of the local council elections
haven’t been announced. He said the
EU mission visited 1000 electoral cen-
ters on the day of election.

“The voting process was conducted
in a good way, with positive indicators
to its being open and genuine,”
Chambers noted.

With regard to the legal aspects,
Chambers added the electoral process
met the international standards,
although there were shortcomings with
regard to the voters roll.

According to the  Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum, 9,248,456 voters were
registered in the polls, but the turnout
was 65 percent with 6,025,818 voters
participated in the September elections.
There were 648,580 votes cancelled.
Saleh gained a landslide victory, scor-
ing 77 percent of the vote, while his
main rival Faisal Bin Shamlan, of the
Joint Meeting Parties, receiving nearly
22 percent of the total 6 million votes
cast.
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New oil discovered
Oct. 4 — The British Company Soco
International exploring oil in Yemen
announced the success of its tests on
an oil well in Kharir Field, east
Shabowah, with over more than 8400
barrels a day.

An official statement issued by the
company declared that reserves in this
field are on increase, adding the
results were encouraging to continue
explorations in the whole eastern area
of Kharir field. The company
announced last August that Eastern
Shabowah area produces about 12,000
oil barrels a day.

French Ambassador ends

his work in Yemen

French Ambassador to Yemen Alain
Morouo is leaving Yemen after ending
his work as ambassador to Sana'a. In
his meeting with President Saleh yes-
terday, Morouo congratulated the
president on the success of the presi-
dential and local councils elections.
He expressed the French govern-
ment's gratitude to the Yemeni gov-
ernment for the efforts exerted to
release, in safety, the French tourists,
who were kidnapped in Shabwah gov-
ernorate.

Tourism agencies protest

kidnapping
Oct. 4 — Yemeni Society for Tourism
and Travel Agencies (YSTTA) urged
workers in the tourism sector to par-
ticipate in the sit-in which it organized
Wednesday noon at the Ministry of
Tourism in protest against kidnapping
of tourists.

The sit-in condemned the phenom-
enon of kidnapping and its negative
consequences on the sector of tourism
and travel, the services of hotels and
restaurants plus activities of craftsmen
and workers in this area.

In a press release, YSTTA said the
sit-in aims to put pressure on the gov-
ernment to take firm procedures
against the phenomenon and enforce
the Kidnapping Law.

Protestors also urged the govern-
ment to form a committee to study
compensations due for tourism and
travel agencies and hotels that suf-
fered losses as a result of kidnapping.

New dam projects set
Oct. 4 — The technical studies involv-
ing the establishment of Hassan
Valley and Surdud dams have been
done and they were signed between
Yemen and Abu Dhabi Fund for
development in UAE. Both projects
were assigned USD 250 million.
Further, the studies concerning the
implementation of Mareb Dam's
channels have also been performed.
UAE reconstructed Historical Mareb's
Dam with USD 75 million.

Taiz

Holy Quran

competition for girls
Oct. 3 — The National Cultural
Center began the Holy Quran memo-
rization competition for girls and the
cultural competition for the third time
subsequently.

About 50 girls will participate in the
competition representing a number of
schools in the governorate. The com-
petition will continue for five days.

Bakeries halt work

Oct. 4 — A number of bakery owners
in Taiz halted work following recent
price hikes, involving many food
stuffs as for flour after the victory of
the General People Congress in the
presidential and local elections. The
owners of the bakeries further
declared that some areas lack in flour
and it is bought in the black markets at
more than YR 3000. The prices
recently witnessed constant increases
due to the rampage of administrative
and financial corruption and the lack
of official control, say the owners.

Prosecution
investigates
soldier’s death

By: Yemen Times Staff

AL-MAHRAH, Oct. 3 — Prosecution is
still investigating the death of a traffic
soldier, Mohamed Sa’eed Abdu, who
died in Al-Mahrah prison last
September.

Relatives of the victim sent a letter to
concerned parties asking them to imme-
diately investigate the death of the sol-
dier. The relatives say he was tortured to
death for unclear reasons. They said
Abdu was jailed in Al-Ghaidha-based
Central Prison for allegedly drinking
alcohol.

In a statement to Yemen Times, one of
the victim’s relatives said Abdu’s father
refuses to take of the corpse of his son,
which is placed in the hospital’s morgue,

until finding out the reason behind his
death. There are allegations the traffic
soldier was beaten to death.

Chief  Magistrate of  Appeal
Prosecution in Al-Mahrah governorate
sent a letter to security apparatuses at the
Central Prison to investigate the soldier’s
death and then write a report on the inci-
dent. He sent another letter to public
prosecution to probe the incident and
verify whether the dead had been suffer-
ing any disease prior to being jailed.

A doctor is expected to examine the
corpse and write a medical report on it
for public prosecution. The Yemen
Times learned that colleagues of the vic-
tim and Al-Mahrah Traffic Department
sent a report about the incident, which
took place in prison.

Aden Port:
Stuck Negotiations

By: Yemen Times Staff

ADEN, Oct. 4 — Negotiations with
the Dubai Ports Authority are still in a
stand-still ~ while the  Yemeni
Government awaits the decision of the
International Company and its local
partner, The Bugshan Group, with
regards to the president’s decision to
halt the operation allowing the Dubai
company to manage the Aden
Container Port and renegotiate the
terms of the agreement.

A committee headed by the Minister
of Justice as well as several cabinet
ministers and parliament members was
formed in order to discuss the terms of
the agreement which was signed in
July 2005 in order to present the
modifications on the terms found to be
‘unfair’ to the Yemeni side.

Sources close to the Bugshan group
said Abdullah Bugshan is upset
because of the government’s stance

with regards to its legal obligations in
accordance to the signed agreement.

He has forwarded the modifications
demanded by the Yemeni side which
include the duration of the agreement,
financial returns and also terms of
arbitration, to the Dubai Company, the
source also said there are increasing
fears they might simply cancel
negotiations and void the agreement,
which potentially might be a blow to
the Yemeni side.

The agreement included three major
activities, the operation of the
industrial zone in the Aden Free zone,
the operation of the cargo zone in Aden
airport, and the operation of Aden’s
container port. Experts indicate that
Dubai was excited about the project
and was formulating plans in order to
develop and transform the port into a
world-class center for international
trade, but those plans have crumpled
after the president’s decision.

Prime Minister
honors top students

SANA’A, Oct. 3 — Top high school,
technical and vocational students were
presented with awards by Prime
Minister Abdulqader Bajammal, who
thanked parents and families of the top
achievers for encouraging these stu-
dents and providing atmospheres for
them to study.

The ceremony was for 117 top stu-
dents, but Bajammal also praised the
role of school administrations, as well
as the roles of teachers.

He praised schoolgirls for outper-
forming boys in scoring high marks,
affirming women will have their own
presence and role in building the coun-
try’s future.

“Providing appropriate atmospheres
for these students helped them work
hard, acquire knowledge and skills and
score high,” the prime minister noted.
“We have to respect the parents of these
students.”

Certificates of merit and in-kind
prizes, including computers from Al-
Saleh  Social ~ Foundation  for
Development plus mobile phones and
chips from Yemen Mobile, were award-
ed to the top students. Also, each stu-
dent received YR 20,000 from
Cooperative Agricultural Credit Bank.

Ali Abdurrahman Al-Aqwa’a, repre-
sentative of Al-Saleh Social Foundation
for Development, said this prominent
collection of students will play a
remarkable role in improving the socie-
ty and shaping a better future for their
country.

Minister of  Education, Dr.
Abdulsalam Al-Jawfi, said the results
were announced late as his ministry had
been keen enough not to commit mis-
takes while marking answer books and
listing marks. He added this year’s
results are better than those of previous
years.

Symposium to discuss
Yemen’s GCC entry

SANA’A, Oct. 4 — In cooperation with
Yemeni Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation, the Dubai-
based Gulf Research Center will hold a
symposium on Nov. 8 - 9 to establish the
mechanisms required for Yemen’s admis-
sion to Gulf Cooperation Council.

The event is scheduled to take place in
Dubai in the presence of senior officials
from Gulf council and Yemen plus
researchers and specialized experts in
foreign affairs.

“The main objective of the symposium

is to manifest the importance of historic
and cultural relations between Yemen
and GCC member states and discuss
strategic, security and political issues and
developments associating with Yemen’s
GCC entry in a coming stage,” said the
Head of the Gulf Research Center,
Abdulaziz Bin Othman Bin Saqr.

The symposium is due to concentrate
on analyzing the requirements and mech-
anisms of Yemen’s development qualifi-
cation, the size of funding needs and the
nature of joint economic, political and

strategic achievements. Additionally, the
symposium is to discuss a future vision
for the course of Yemen’s partnership
with GCC member states.

The symposium is due to review and
discuss different work papers on several
issues and developments related with
qualifying Yemen for GCC accession. It
is expected to discuss the experience of
the GCC economic complementation and
the funding demands to qualify Yemen
for GCC admission, as this is due to help
achieve mutual interests.

SCER postpones announcing
local elections results

SANA’A, Oct. 4 — The Supreme
Committee for  Elections and
Referendum postponed the
announcement of the local elections
results, attributing its decision to the
difficulties and problems hindering the
arrival of the final results from all
districts.

All committee members agreed on
postponing the results until all minutes
from the supervisory and primary
committees are accumulated according
to the law.

The committee declared last Monday
that 90 percent of vote-count was
complete. The initial results of the local
elections declared so far showed the
victory of the General People Congress
with over than 80 percent in the
provincial councils and 70 percent in
districts’ councils.

Out of the 425 available seats the
GPC won 338 seats with 80 percent,
followed by the Islah party with 31
seats that is equal to and then the

Socialist Party wining 12 seats. The
Socialist Nationalist Party got just one
seat and the independents won 25 seats
with a percentage of 6 percent.

Out of 6900 seats assigned for the
municipal councils, the ruling GPC
party won 4950 seats and the Islah
Party received 784 seats while the
Socialist Party won 168.

The Nasserite Party got 52 seats and
the Public Forces Union won 8 seats
and Nationalist Ba’ath received two
seats. While the Arab Ba’ath, al-Haq
Party and the Democratic Union of
Public Forces received one seat each
and the independents won 578 seats.

The number of contested vote-count
results of the municipal councils
nationwide reached 245, with the
exception being i the capital and Aden
governorate where no cases reported.

Taiz governorate recorded the high
percentage of contested ballots with 54,
followed by Amran with 21, Ibb 17,
Sa’ada 16, Mareb 15, according to Dr.

Ghazi al-Aghbari, Minister of Justice.

The numbers of contested ballots in
Hodeidah reached 24 and 12 appeals
were reported in the Appeal Court of
Sana’a and Al-Jawf and the same
number in Al-Dhala’e and 11 appeals in
al-Mahweet, 8 appeals in al-Baidha and
Dhamar and then Abyan with 7
appeals; while five appeals were
recorded in Shabowah, Lahj, and al-
Mukalla, two appeals in al-Mahara and
one in Sayun.

Ghazi added that Hajja, Shabowah,
and Rayamah appeal courts has decided
upon the contests and further the
assistant authorities including chairmen
of primary courts are looking into the
issues put before them across the
republic according to the available
appeals and documents.

The submitted appeals will be
resolved by the appeal courts after ten
days from the date in which the
assistant authorities presented their
opinions.

Fire destroys Al-Falah
Private School

By: Yemen Times Staff

ADEN, Oct. 3 — A huge fire broke out
in Al-Falah Private School in Khour
Maksar, Aden Governorate, destroying
the three-story school. The fire
brigades, which belong to Yemen Oil
Company, Aden Refineries and Civil
Defense, mobilized to the scene of the
incident and extinguished the fire.

“The fire incident, which is the sec-
ond of the kind within a week time, was
caused by an electrical fault in the old
buildings, which are made of wood.
These buildings, which are mostly made
of wood help fire incidents to break out
easily,” said Colonel Abdullah Qairan,
Chief of Aden Security Department in a
statement to Yemen Times.

“Yesterday, we lost the victim 11 in a
fire incident, which broke out in Al-
Khassaf Building and this incident
shocked us all. Today, we managed to
extinguish the fire as the fire brigades
arrived at the scene of the incident early
and rescued all the schoolchildren from
fire,” added Qairan.

The three-story building was wholly
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Fire brigae while trying to extinguish the fire.

destroyed since it is made of wood and
its electrical wires are outdated, accord-
ing to Qairan. He called on locals to be
on high alert of such incidents and reha-
bilitate their old houses.

Eyewitnesses said the fire broke out
suddenly in the front part of the school

YT pHOTO

and they started smelling the smoke at
12 am. The said firemen managed to
putt off the fire within two hours with-
out any injuries.

The loss of property caused by the
incident was estimated at more than YR
3 million.

Second Insha

SANA’A, Oct. 3 — The second
Inshad; religious singing; festival
started on Tuesday evening in the old
city of Sana’a. Different singing
groups participated in the opening
ceremony of the festival such as Al-
Hazzam group from Dhamar and
Attyaf from Mareb.

The festival is going to take place
in the open theater at the old city of
Sana’a. More than 200 religious
singers, Monshdeen, from sixteen
groups belonging to numerous
Yemeni governorates are contributing
in this festival which is organized by
the Ministry of Culture and several
Inshad Foundations.

“The activities of the festival,
which is expected to take place
outdoors for five days have included

national, social and cultural facet to
reflect the opulence of Yemeni
heritage and give cities that are rich in
traditional legacy more attention”,
says Khalid Al-Rowaishan, the
Minister of Culture.

Al-Rowaishan added that during
the festival’s nights, the participators
are going to present new tunes as well
as presenting current Yemeni national
occasions, such as the Sept. 26 and
the Oct. 14 revolution, and the recent
elections. He considered such topics
Monshdeen will touch on are an
indicator of an improvement in the
political scene. He hoped such
festival can really represent the
cheerful atmosphere in Yemen and
add a spiritual as well as cultural
dimension to fit the situation.

Festival inaugurated

Y .

More than 200 Monshdeen are contributing in the festival.
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Cuban ambassador praises ties with Yemen

By: Khalil Al-Khaubari

SANA’A, Sept. 27 - At a recent press
conference at the Cuban Embassy in
Sana’a, the Cuban ambassador to
Yemen H. E. Vienvemido Garcia
Negrin discussed numerous issues con-
cerning both nations.

He described such bilateral relations
as distinctive, noting, “For more than
40 years, we’ve enjoyed this relation-
ship for the benefit of the peoples of
both countries.”

He added that the most relevant
aspect of such relations has been in the
area of health. “Aden University’s
Faculty of Medicine was inaugurated
31 years ago with Cuban professors
and has graduated more than 3,000
Yemeni doctors,” the ambassador
recalled.

Regarding the two sides’ immediate
plans, he indicated, “A joint Yemeni-
Cuban commission meets every two
years, alternating its sessions between
Sana’a and Havana. We’re preparing
the next joint session at the end of
November, which will take place in
Sana’a.”

He continued, “In the joint commis-
sion, representatives from concerned
areas in both governments evaluate the
fulfillment of agreements from the last
session, discuss ongoing exchanges
and new projects and set the plan for
the next two-year period.”

Mentioning Yemen’s recent elec-
tions, the Cuban ambassador congratu-
lated Yemenis for holding an open
democratic electoral process and a very
quiet election with high participation.
“On Sept. 20, I witnessed many citi-
zens going to vote and I particularly
was impressed by the number of
women, which is a clear expression of
growing participation by Yemen’s
female population in the country’s
political and social life,” the ambassa-
dor remarked.

Vienvemido Garcia Negrin

14th summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement

Regarding last September’s 14th sum-
mit of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) held in Havana, the Cuban
ambassador hailed it as a success for its
members. “The Havana summit’s con-
tribution to strengthening and increas-
ing NAM’s role and prominence
enhanced its position to work in a more
united manner and more firmly to
defend its member nations’ collective
positions, in what should be its main
thrust: defending international law,
defending multilateralism, preserving
the United Nations charter, struggling
for the right to peace with justice and
developing our countries,” he
explained.

Attended by 56 heads of state and/or
government and 90 foreign ministers,
as well as other dignitaries and senior
officials, the summit created condi-
tions for a new stage of work by NAM

characterized by greater prominence
and greater efforts to raise its voice and
be heard in the international arena.

Members adopted documents such
as a declaration regarding Palestine,
reaffirming  solidarity =~ with  the
Palestinian peoples’ cause, and a decla-
ration regarding Iran’s nuclear ques-
tion, thereby reaffirming every state’s
fundamental and inalienable right to
undertake research, production and use
nuclear energy with pacifist aims. The
final document was a fundamental
statement advocating promoting and
preserving multilateralism, thus reaf-
firming that the U.N., its charter and
international law continue to be indis-
pensable.

The Cuban Five

Simply known as “The Five,” they
were sentenced to lengthy prison terms
for “conspiracy to commit espionage”
three months before the events of Sept.

11, 2001. The men were arrested
September 1998 in Miami and tried in
the same city. Five years later, their
case remains very much in the public
eye.

The Five deny any involvement in
espionage activities, saying their mis-
sion had nothing to do with undermin-
ing U.S. security and everything to do
with trying to safeguard Cuba’s securi-
ty.

Cuba has called for world solidarity
with The Five and American citizens
answered with a Sept. 23 rally on their
behalf in Washington, D.C. The
demonstration involving U.S.-based
solidarity groups gathered in front of
the White House and demanded the
government free the five Cubans.

Yemen participates in the Non-
Aligned Movement’s 14th summit

A Yemeni delegation headed by
Minister of Foreign Affairs Abu Bakr
Al-Qirbi participated in sessions of the
14th summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM).

“Yemen is one of the movement’s
founding countries, having participated
in the 1955 foundation conference. It
has played a great and active role with-
in the movement,” noted Abdurrahman
Mana’, who is in charge of NAM’s file
at the ministry.

He added that the summit aimed to
revitalize the movement and activate
its objectives, as well as strengthen
aspects of cooperation between its
members.

When asked about a paper to be pre-
sented at the sessions, Mana’ noted,
“No paper was presented, except for a
speech by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, which addressed Yemen’s atti-
tude toward international, Arab and
Islamic affairs, particularly issues
involving Lebanon and Palestine,
nuclear weapons, the Somali issue and
peace initiatives there.”

Abbas, hosting Rice, hints at new government

By: Arshad Mohammed

RAMALLAH, West Bank (Reuters) —
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas,
bolstered by a visit by U.S. Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice, said on
Wednesday he might dissolve the
Hamas-led government and unity talks
with the group were dead.

Rice promised at a news conference
with Abbas to “redouble ... efforts to
improve the conditions of the
Palestinian people” and press Israel to
ease a closure of Gaza border cross-
ings.

Abbas made clear his patience was
running thin in efforts to persuade
Hamas to soften its policy toward
Israel and form a unity government
with his Fatah faction which
Palestinians hope can lead to an end to
a Western aid embargo.

“If this doesn’t happen in the near
future, all options are open,” he said at

the news conference with Rice. “But
the only option I reject is civil war.”

Twelve Palestinians have been killed
in fighting between rival factions over
the past week, the worst internal vio-
lence in Gaza and the occupied West
Bank in a decade.

In comments to reporters before he
met Rice, Abbas said he would use his
“constitutional powers” under
Palestinian law at the appropriate time,
a clear reference to a possible edict to
dismiss the government and hold new
elections.

“The dialogue now does not exist,”
Abbas said about talks with Hamas,
which has rejected three Western
demands to recognize Israel, renounce
violence and accept existing interim
peace deals with the Jewish state.

Rice is on a regional visit partly
aimed at bolstering the moderate
Abbas in his power struggle with
Hamas. The Islamist group, dedicated

to Israel’s destruction, defeated Fatah
in January elections and formed a gov-
ernment in March.

Working Paper

Abbas’s chief of staff said the president
gave Rice a “working paper” to convey
to Israel on ways to move toward a
resumption of peacemaking and ease
Israeli restrictions on Palestinian trade
and travel.

Israel has kept Gaza crossing points
largely closed since militants abducted
an Israeli soldier in a cross-border raid
from the territory in June. He is still
being held.

Rice said she and Abbas had dis-
cussed ways to “make possible a life
for the Palestinian people that is not
subject to the kind of daily humilia-
tions that we know have been associat-
ed with the occupation. That is my pro-
gramme here.”

She was to see Israeli Prime Minister

Olmert later in the day. Olmert and
Abbas have voiced a readiness to meet
but set no date.

One senior Palestinian official who
attended the meeting between Rice and
Abbas told Reuters “there was a lot of
talk on the next Palestinian govern-
ment”.

The official said Abbas wanted
Hamas to agree to a political platform
that satisfied the three Western
demands.

“President Abbas told her he has
given Hamas less than two weeks to
give him an answer,” the official said.

In Gaza, Palestinian Prime Minister
Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas accused Rice
of serving “an American and Israeli
agenda”.

He called on Abbas “to avoid using
the sword of time” by setting any dead-
lines in unity efforts.

“There is an elected Palestinian gov-
ernment which expresses the will of
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Palestinian Fatah militants hold their weapons during a march in the village of Ellar, near the West Bank city of Tulkarm.

the Palestinian voter.
- | However, we have said
| we do not have a prob-
lem to resume the dia-
logue to form a unity
| government,” Haniyeh
told reporters.

Prospects for renewed
| peacemaking with the
1| Palestinians and con-
cerns over Iran were
| likely to be high on the
agenda of Rice’s talks
with Olmert, a spokes-
| woman for his office
said.

Referring to Israeli
fears that Iran could
build a nuclear bomb,
the spokeswoman, Miri
Eisin, told reporters in
|| Jerusalem: “The prime
minister yesterday said
this is the first time he
honestly feels ... this is a
threat to Israel’s exis-
tence.”
4| Iranian President

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
had “said that the Zionist
entity should be annihi-
lated”, she noted.

Iran insists its nuclear
programme is for energy
needs.

Jordan recalls
ambassador to Qatar

Jordan has recalled its ambassador from
Qatar for consultations over Doha’s
decision not to back Amman’s candi-
date, Prince Zeid bin Hussein, to suc-
ceed UN chief Kofi Annan.

Qatar reacted with surprise on
Tuesday, with Shaikh Hamad bin
Jassem bin Jabor al-Thani, the Gulf
state’s first deputy prime minister and
foreign minister, saying that Arab states
had decided six months ago to back
Thailand’s candidate, long before
Jordan announced its own man.

“The government has decided to
summon the Jordanian ambassador
from Doha to Amman for consulta-
tions,” Jordan’s state-run Petra
news agency said, without giving fur-
ther details.

Tension between the two countries
erupted when Qatar cast its vote for the
South Korean candidate Ban Ki-Moon
in the latest straw poll for Annan’s suc-
Cessor.

Shaikh Hamad told Aljazeera on
Tuesday night that Jordan’s decision to
recall its ambassador “is a matter for
our brothers in Jordan, and we respect
their decision”.

However, he said Qatar was sur-
prised by the reaction, given that 14
Security Council votes had gone to
Ban.

Jordan’s complaint

On Saturday, according to a Jordanian
official, Qatar’s UN envoy broke ranks
with a unanimous Arab stance to back
Jordan’s candidate by voting for Ban.

“During the Security Council straw
poll, the Qatari representative did not
vote for Prince Zeid bin Hussein, even
though the council of the Arab League
unanimously backed his candidacy,”
the official said.

“The Qatari representative not only
broke with the unanimous Arab posi-
tion, he even campaigned for the South
Korean candidate.”

Ban won the backing of 14 of the 15
Security Council nations at another
decisive straw poll on Monday. He now
appears certain to be picked as the next
UN secretary-general.

The council did not release an offi-
cial tally for the poll, the fourth since
July. But Qatari Ambassador Nasser al-
Nasser said 14 of the council’s 15 mem-
bers voted in favour of Ban, while the
15th cast a “no opinion” vote.

Qatar’s response

Shaikh Hamad explained that Qatar,
after originally supporting Thailand’s
candidate, had switched its backing to
South Korea, with Jordan coming for-
ward later.

“We said that at the Arab League
meeting, and the Jordanian foreign
minister knows that well,” he told
Aljazeera.

Shaikh Hamad said the campaign to
spoil relations would not succeed.

“We know that there are certain
countries that seek to complicate the
relationship [between Qatar and
Jordan] and if they [the Jordanians]
move in this path, we won’t do the
same. This is neither a media battle nor
anything else.”

Punitive measures

A senior Jordanian official earlier told
AFP that Amman was considering
punitive diplomatic measures against
Qatar for failing to abide by a unani-
mous Arab decision to back Jordan’s
candidate to succeed Annan.

Government spokesman Nasser
Jawdeh spoke on Monday of Amman’s
disappointment with the Qatari posi-
tion. “Qatar has refused to back a unan-
imous Arab decision and this shocks us,
surprises us and we are displeased,” he
said.

The senior Jordanian official said “it
is as if Qatar is doing everything in its
power to prove its bad intentions
against Jordan”.

Qatar had adopted “a negative atti-
tude towards Jordan because of its rap-
prochement with Saudi Arabia”.

Media campaign

Qatar’s Shaikh Hamad accused an
unnamed “party” in Jordan of stirring
up a media campaign against Qatar
“seeking to create a crisis in relations”,
adding that it would not succeed.

Referring to the “Arab decision made
six months ago to support the Thai can-
didate”, he told Aljazeera: “Then, when
the Jordanian candidate came up, the
Arab brothers said - and you know
Arabs’ courtesy - ‘We support your can-
didate.” But we said we can’t do that
since we honour our pledges. We had
already given our word to the Thais,
and then to the Koreans.”

Shaikh Hamad denied that Qatar had
any objection to the Jordanian candi-
date. “On the contrary,” he said, “he is
a good person and will be good for the
Arabs.”

Source: Al-Jazeera

Turkish hijacker

The Italian authorities R
say only one Turkish man
has surrendered
after an airliner with 113
people on board was
hijacked and forced to
land at an Italian airport.

Earlier on Tuesday, f§
those aboard a Turkish
Airlines plane flying
from Tirana, Albania, to
Istanbul in Turkey said
two Turkish men had
hijacked the plane and
forced it to land in
Brandisi, Italy.

The plane landed safe-
ly and all 107 passengers
and six crew left the
plane after brief negotiations with the
hijacker, Italy’s aviation authority
ENAC said.

Antonio Lattarulo, head of ENAC
for Brinidisi, said: “At the moment,
one person has given himself up. We
are trying to verify whether there was a
second hijacker on the aircraft.”

surrenders to police

Protest
Turkish television reported one of the
hijackers had recently converted to
Christianity and was a conscientious
objector, going against their initial
reports that the hijack was staged in
protest over the Pope’s planned visit to
Turkey.

It said he had sent a letter to the Pope
in late August asking for his help to
avoid compulsory military service in

The Turkish airliner waits on the tarmac in
Brindisi, Italy

Turkey. It quoted the letter as reading:
“I am a Christian and I do not want to
serve in a Muslim army.”

A Greek defence ministry official
said: “The plane sent the [coded
hijack] signal twice while in Greek air
space. Four Greek fighter jets took off
and accompanied the plane as it left
Greek air space towards the Italian city
of Brindisi.”

The plane contacted Italian air traf-
fic controllers just before 5.30pm
(1430 GMT) and asked to land in
Brindisi, according to Nicoletta
Tomiselli, a spokeswoman for the
Italian air traffic agency ENAV.

Tomiselli said the aircraft, carrying
113 people, was escorted to the ground
by two Italian military planes.

Source: Al-Jazeera
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By: Aden Bureau

den residents received

this year’s Ramadan —

whose expenses exceed

those of the entire year —

by preparing all house
utensils and foodstuffs needed during
the month.

The Yemen Times made a small tour
of Aden to learn Ramadan habits and
norms followed there.

Donia Abdullah from Aden’s Al-
Tawahi district explains that Ramadan
is the month when the Qur’an was
revealed to Mohammed. Further, the
month has a special flavor among
Yemeni families, particularly in Aden.
Ramadan preparations are done early,
as families buy requirements including
drinks, spices, dates and other edibles.

“Though families spend too much
during Ramadan, the month stimulates
mercy and harmony among members of
the same family, as well as other fami-
lies. All family members gather around
one table, which never happens at other
times of the year,” Abdullah adds.

When asked about special Ramadan
dishes, she notes that there are several
like sambousah, bajiah and al-
magqrmesh, which are necessary for
Iftar. Further, shorbah (soup) as well as

Ramadan in Aden

meat, labaniah and some drinks are
prepared for the Iftar meal.

On one Saiyrah district street, an eld-
erly man named Hamed Saleh was
going with his family to buy Ramadan
requirements. When asked about
Ramadan, he said, “Ramadan is a wor-
ship and prayer month. It’s a time for
drawing close to Allah. Heaven’s doors
are open wide to Muslims’ prayers and
invocations.”

According to Saleh, Ramadan was
different in the past because a cannon
was fired at the time of Iftar and food-
stuff prices were reasonable. Also,
mercy and harmony were present,
which no longer exist.

“This year, Ramadan came while cit-
izens were busy with presidential and
local election results, so they didn’t pre-
pare well for it. Following the
announcement of election results,
prices increased remarkably, such as
flour, which rose to YR 3,500 and gas
bottles mounting to YR 1,000, as well
as fruit and vegetable prices,” Saleh
adds.

Concluding his thoughts, he asked
the government to fix prices, particular-
ly during Ramadan.

Speaking about Ramadan and its
beautiful nights, Safa’a Ahmed from
Crater district says, “Everything is

beautiful in Ramadan, especially the
harmony people have for others for
Iftar, thus embodying the meaning of
cooperation and mercy between people,
for which Islam calls.

“Ramadan is beautiful, especially at
night, when citizens come out to buy
their monthly needs or things for Eid
Al-Fitr,” she adds.

According to Ahmed, what’s distinc-
tive about Ramadan on a spiritual level,
is that Muslims draw near to Allah this
month by performing the five prayers,
reciting the Qur’an in mosques and
doing night prayers (fahajid and
tarawih). Others prepare themselves to
Mecca’s visit sacred lands in Saudi
Arabia to perform the umrah.

Regarding dishes made during
Ramadan, Ahmed noted that most
Yemeni families in general, and Adeni
ones in particular, agree on Ramadan
meals. Adeni women prepare sam-
bousah, bajiah, shorbah, shafout, laba-
niah and beverages. They also make
fattah (bread with milk) for sahoor (the
dawn meal).

Closing her speech, she asked the
government to make prices stable, espe-
cially when merchants exploit the
opportunity of Ramadan’s advent to
raise prices, particularly for meat, fish
and other foodstuffs.

; AT P 3
During Ramadan streets are crowded with buyers and sellers.

Analysis:

Yemen is a poor country with a reputation as a
haven for Al-Qaeda militants. The country is an ally
of the US in the ‘““war on terror”, but it says it needs
development assistance in order to tackle the
challenge of religious extremism.

he holding of what is being

seen as a relatively clean

election could convince

Western donors - including

the US - to put more money
into the country.

President Ali Abdallah Saleh of
Yemen has been returned to office for
another seven years after elections
declared by European observers to have
been open and genuine.

The opposition quibbled over the fig-
ures announced by the electoral com-
mission, but even they recognise that
Mr. Saleh won.

Poetry against violence

In a cramped room surrounded by fel-
low poets sitting on cushions on the
floor chewing qat, the mildly narcotic
leaves that are central to Yemeni social
gatherings, Amin Mashreki recites some
of his verses against violence by reli-
gious extremists.

“This poem speaks about the people
who carry out bombings,” he said.

“It deals in particular with the attack
against the American warship, the USS
Cole. In it I ask: “What has the ship
done? What has the sea done? What
have the fish done that you should do all
this damage?’”

Mr. Mashreky’s poem refers to the
attack in 2000 by Al-Qaeda. Seventeen
American sailors were killed when a
small boat laden with explosives
rammed their vessel in the Gulf of Aden.

1

Saleh addressing the people in one of his electorl rallies..

The view in Yemen is
that the battle against
al-Qaeda cannot be
won without
substantial
development
assistance from the
outside world.

That event immediately catapulted
Yemen into the international spotlight.
The country acquired a reputation as a
dangerous spot, a place where Islamic
militants operate.

Mixed results

Since then, the government in Sanaa has
been trying to contain Al-Qaeda, but
with mixed results.

The 11 September 2001 attacks in the
United States added a new urgency, and
Yemen became an American ally in the
“war on terror”.

In that fight, poetry has not been the
only weapon.

“After the USS Cole and after 11
September, Yemen was accused of
being the next Afghanistan,” said Faris
Sanabani, the publisher of the Yemen
Observer.

“But what is happening now is that
we have managed to control our coun-
try, we have launched campaigns -

YT PHOTO BY GLYN GOFFIN

Yemen after the vote

whether it’s with security, whether it’s
awareness, whether it’s by negotiations,
and religious discussions with the
Islamists. The list is long.”

But it has been a tough job for a weak
government which cannot always exert
full authority over outlying areas where
tribal leaders lay down the law, some-
times taking Al-Qaeda fugitives under

their wing and
refusing to hand
them over.

To compound
. the government’s
% | problems, Yemen
¥y itself supplied the
second largest
® contingent of Arab

Happy to give his purple thubs up for the Saleh poster in behind.

[
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fighters in Afghanistan at the time when
the United States was encouraging
Muslims to go there to fight the Soviets.

Now, Yemenis make up one of the
largest groups at the US detention centre
in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

Unruly
It has been difficult controlling this
large and unruly country with its porous
borders and difficult neighbours.
Across the Gulf of Aden lies the Horn
of Africa, riven with rebellions and civil
wars, awash in weapons and a place
where Al-Qaeda has established a toe-
hold.
Northwards, just over the land border,
there is Saudi Arabia, a main target of
Al-Qaeda and the

“Yemen can be a
factor for stability, or
a factor for
destabilisation. It’s
crucial that we help
Yemen become a
force for stability and

not the opposite”
Nabeel Khoury
US embassy Sanaa

source of much of
the militant group’s
ideology, not to
mention home to
many of its mem-
bers.

Given the many
difficulties, few in
Yemen would deny
that mistakes have
been made, such as
the escape of 23 Al-
Qaeda  members
from a high-security
jail in February.

“Definitely there are gaps in what
Yemen has done or is doing, but these
are gaps that are understandable in a
way,” said Nabeel Khoury, the deputy
chief of mission at the US embassy in
Sanaa.

“They are due to the less than fully
developed institutions, they are due to
corruption and sometimes lack of com-
petence on the part of some. However
Yemen is still considered by the United
States as a friend and an ally in the war
on terror.”

Seeking assistance
Speaking a few days before the election
and just after the Yemeni security serv-
ices foiled two attacks by Al-Qaeda
against oil installations in the country,
the Yemeni interior minister said the
authorities had succeeded in limiting the
threat from militants.

But, he added, there was no doubt that
there were still sleeper cells in country.

The view in Yemen is that the battle
against Al-Qaeda cannot be won with-
out substantial development assistance
from the outside world.

International aid to Yemen is, at about
US $13 per capita, regarded as minimal.

The country remains one of the poorest
in the world.

“It’s a big country with very limited
resources,” said Mr. Sanabani.

“Not a lot of money comes into
Yemen, and we need the international
community to come and hold our hand,
help us to stand up.

“And the reward they will get from
such a move will be tremendous com-
pared to the pain and the headache that
will be caused by Yemen if Yemen goes
astray.”

Indeed, experts suggest that Yemen is
among those states most likely to disin-
tegrate going the way of Afghanistan
and Somalia. Western officials say they
recognise that investment in Yemen
amounts to investment in regional and
world security.

“You go north to Saudi Arabia, to Iraq
certainly, to Afghanistan: there are seri-
ous problems,” said Mr. Koury.

“There is fairly easy access back and
forth, there are smugglers, fighters, ter-
rorists. Yemen can be a factor for stabil-
ity, or a factor for destabilisation. It’s
crucial that we help Yemen become a
force for stability and not the opposite.”

Source: BBC

VACANCGY
ANNOUNCEMENT

MTC Yemen announces the following vacancy:

Salesman in computer field

Requirements:

information.

* College degree (Bachelor’s)
* 5 years in computer industry
* Proficiency in English (spoken and written)

All applications along with C.V’s must be submitted
through fax No. 01-510438

A member of our recruitment team will call you if
you are selected for an interview.

Please make sure your application contains all the
needed personal, contact and qualification
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JOB VACANCIES

ISLAMIC RELIEF YEMEN

Islamic Relief Yemen (IRY — A British INGO) is announcing the following vacancies for
National Professional Personnel based in Sana'a

1. Position: Disaster Preparedness and + Handle petty cash
Response Coordinator « Assist in management; follow up, monitoring and
Reference: DPRC/IRY/3009 carrying out different tasks related to custom clearance,

Responsibilities:
* Assist IRY to develop and strengthen its disaster

preparedness capacity to respond to disasters in an
effective and efficient manner

+ Assist to reduce the impact of disasters on people /

communities most at risk through capacity building and
organizational development activities

- Coordination and liaison with stakeholders, and,

policy/program development

+ Design, implement, coordinate, develop, monitor and

evaluate IRY's disaster activities in line with IRY
strategy

+ Provide direction and support to programme staff
- Establish linkages with GO, NGOs and other

institutional donors

* Prepare project related narrative and financial reports

for IRY and donors

Requirements:
+ Graduate in Development studies or any other Social

Science

* Minimum of 3 years experience in development and

emergencies

* Proven experience in participatory assessment,

programme planning and effective management.

* Excellent command of the English and Arabic

languages (written and spoken)

* Ability to write proposals and develop linkages with

INGOs and GO

« Skills in financial, time and management are essential

together with working knowledge of Microsoft Word,
Excel and Internet applications

+ Database use, and advanced Internet search engine

3. Position:

vehicles, visas, etc...

« Assisting in different secretarial, clerical, administration
and general services, like management and monitoring
of stationary and other material in office, driver log
books, compiling driver reports on car conditions,
filling, etc...

» Maintain smooth office operations including provision
and operation of equipment

+ Perform other duties as deemed necessary

Requirements:

« University Degree in Business Administration or related
field

» Minimum of 3-5 years of related experience

+ Excellent command of the English and Arabic
languages

« Experienced in using computers including (Word
processing, Excel and PowerPoint)

Secretary

Reference: SEC/IRY/3009

Responsibilities:

+ Provide secretarial duties for the office

» Produce accurate correspondence, answering queries,
diary management and maintenance of office records

» Develop and maintain filing system

» Communicate with other departments, local and
international NGOs and other official agencies and
governments

» Be responsible for the initiation, maintenance and
update of a computerized data system to include all
information about donors, other NGOs , government

tools departments and different services within Yemen, and if
necessary in some overseas countries
« Perform other duties as deemed necessary
2. Position: Administrative Officer

Requirements:
« University degree
» Minimum of 3 years experience in secretarial work
» Experience in computer skills including (Word
processing, Excel and PowerPoint)
» Excellent command of English and Arabic language

Reference: AO/IRY/3009

Responsibilities:
+ Oversee purchasing inventory, transport and
procurement of project material

Please send a copy of your CV latest by 14th October 2006.
Admin Department
Islamic Relief Yemen,
P O Box 15088, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Fax No: 01-219017 Or Email: infoir@y.net.ye

Applicants should be sympathetic to the values and principles of Islamic Relief
Islamic Relief is an equal opportunities employer. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

CANAPII-In

nexen

Yemeni Nationals Only

Canadian Nexen Petroleum East Al-Hajr Ltd announces the
following vacancy:

Corrosion/ Lab Technician Field
Sr.Electrical & Instrumentation Technician Field
Electrical Technician Field

For further information or to apply for this position please visit
our website:
http://www.nexeninc.com/Careers/Yemen/

Application Criteria:

+ All applications must be submitted through our online
application system.

+ Online Applications must be submitted No later than
October 14th, 2006.

* A member of our recruitment team will call you if you are
selected for a test and interview.

- Selection will be based on the most qualified applicants.

« Applicants can check the status of their application online
using the above URL.

+ Please make sure that your Application contains all the
needed personal, contact and qualification information.

+ Faxed or Handed-in CV’s will NOT be considered.

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Public Health & Population
(Third time notice)
“SERVICE PROCUREMENT NOTICE”
Management & Operation services for the President Hospital Marib

CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS
1. Description of the contract
Management & Operation services for the President Hospital Marib.

2. Procedure of the tender
International Open Tender.

3. Contracting authority
The Government of the Republic of Yemen, represented by the Ministry of Public Health & Population.

4. Source of Funding
A grant from the USDA (416 B) to the Ministry of Public Health & Population.

TERMS OF PARTICIPATION
4. Eligibility
Participation is open on equal terms to all natural and legal International Consultancy Firms or Organizations of
reputation in the field of management and operation of hospitals.

5. Number of tenders
Tenderers (including firms within the same legal group, or other members and sub-contractors) submit only one tender.
An entry fee of US $ 500 is applicable.

6. Tender guarantee
Tenderers must provide a “tender guarantee” of 2.5 % of their offer for the contract when submitting their tender. This
guarantee will be released to unsuccessful tenderers once the tender procedure has been completed.

7. Performance guarantee
The successful tenderer will be asked to provide a performance guarantee of 15 % of their offer before countersigning
the contract. This guarantee must be provided within 15 days of notification by the Contracting Authority.

8. Information meeting and/or site visit
Site visits could be organized by the Ministry of Public Health & Population, with no costs incurred on the Ministry.

9. Tender validity
Tenders must remain valid for a period of 120 days after the opening date of tenders.

10. Maximum period for the initiation of the service
Within two weeks from the signature of contract.

SELECTION CRITERIA
11. Selection criteria
Compliance with technical specifications and capacity to execute similar contracts specified in the “Terms of Reference”
for the (Management & Operation services for the President Hospital Marib).
a) Economical and Financial Capacity.
b) Professional Capacity.

TERMS OF REFERENCE & TENDERING

12. How to obtain the “Terms of Reference”

The “Terms of Reference” for the (Management & Operation services for the President Hospital Marib) is available from
the following internet address: http:/moh.gov.ye. The “Terms of Reference” is also available for collection from the
Ministry of Public Health & Population at the address shown below.

Tenderers with questions regarding this tender should send them in writing to the Ministry of Public Health and
Population, Ministers Office, P O Box: 299, Sana’a, Yemen. Tel + 967 1 252 198 / + 967 1 257 775, Fax: + 967 1 252
247 (Mentioning the following; Management & Operation services for the President Hospital Marib) at least 3 weeks
before the deadline for submission of tenders. The Contracting Authority would reply to all tenderers’ questions at least
1 week before the deadline for submission of tenders.

13. Deadline for submission of tenders
The deadline for submission of tenders is the 29/10/2006. Any tender received after this deadline will not be considered.

14. Tender opening session
The public tender opening session will take place at 11:00 am local time on the 29/10/2006 at the Ministry of Public Health
and Population, Ministers Office, Sana’a, Yemen.

General Tender Announcement
Number (9-a) Year 2006

For The Third Time

Yemen Radio and TV Corporation re-announces tender for the third time
for the following:

- Supply, supervising installation, testing, hand-over and
guarantee of TV Cameras for the Satellite Channel.

Interested specialized and manufacturing companies in this field are to
come to the Corporation’s premises- engineering sector, projects
department in Sana’a near the Ministry of Public Health and Population
during official working hours in order to obtain the tenders documents.

Tender fees: Non-refundable US 500$ an additional 100$ is charged for
optional postal delivery.

General conditions:
I- Primary guarantee of 2.5% of the total tender cost and valid for
120 days from the date of opening the envelopes

2- Valid tax card for 2006

3- Valid commercial registration card for 2006
4- Valid Insurance card for 2006

5- Valid Alms (Zakat) card for 2006

6- The envelopes are to be sealed in red wax

7- Commitment to the general and special conditions stated in the
tender documents

Place and date for opening the envelopes:
The envelopes are to be opened at 11 AM on Saturday 4/11/2006 at the
corporation premises.
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Opinion

hile I was

in a hotel

in Beirut

last June I

discovered
the director of the National
Democratic  Institute  in
Sana’a, Robin Madrid, hap-
pened to be in the same hotel.
I did not hesitate in contacting
her at her room to ask for a
meting. The lady was sur-
prised because of the intruding journal-
ist without knowing the reason behind
his interest.

Madrid may or may not know the
heaviness of the task she is carrying out
in Yemen.

I knew more about her through the
Washington Post newspaper. I used to
hear a little about her but the
Washington Post had made clear the
degree of her bravery in her job in
Yemen, her courage in standing by the
Yemeni people’s civilian forces and the
tribal society in their opposing of des-
potism and backwardness.

Unfortunately I could not indulge in
discussion with Madrid in Beirut
because she was waiting for an impor-
tant long distance call from Washington

By: Munir Al-Maweri

A woman’

and the following day
morning she was due
to leave for Sana’a.
Nevertheless, 1 felt
that she was showing
a kind of security
caution and fear,
which is an excusable
behavior in a city like
Beirut that could be
more dangerous than
Sana’a. The follow-
ing day I met her by chance, preparing
to leave the hotel and learnt from her
she was determined to continue her dif-
ficult mission in Sana’a despite dis-
comforts she faces. I therefore appreci-
ated her spirit for the sake of serving
the values she believes in, for serving
democracy and freedom and the fact in
Yemen as well as for serving the people
who are in very much need for her serv-
ices.

I recalled this courageous woman as
I was reading about her in one of the
Yemeni newspapers as she was
expressing anxiety on possibility of acts
of violence during the local and presi-
dential elections. And instead of pon-
dering on the statement by a researcher
experienced in Yemen’s affairs, I found

S courage

out the newspaper accusing her of
heralding acts of violence as if she was
going to carry out violence. The news-
paper has moreover accused the NDI of
carrying out intelligence activities and
working for instigating violence during
the electoral process. The same news-
paper unleashed accusations at the
American Republican Institute and
other American institutions. Those
accusations were in harmony with a
description made by advisor of presi-
dent Saleh who in his talk about the
relations with America described them
as an unavoidable evil.

In this way the people at the top of
authority look at America as an evil
because they no longer trust them and
wants to deal directly with live forces
of the people and their live organiza-
tions and even with the sheikhs of their
tribes, away from mediation and inter-
ference of the government.

President Ali  Abdullah  Saleh
ridiculed Madrid in one of his speeches
saying she wanted to spread democracy
with US $300,000. The president does
not realize the American taxpayer holds
accountable the responsible institution
for every cent and they could not spend
the money of the richest country in the

world in the way he spends the proper-
ty of the Yemeni poor people. America
is not an absolute good or an absolute
evil and we have to benefit from those
who intend good for us. We have to
benefit not from their money because
their money is far from us and will be
so under the existing corruption. We
should rather benefit from their ideas
because they do not represent the
American government or its intelli-
gence bodies but rather represent the
highest human values. These values
make Robin Madrid a value in Yemen
by offering services to the population of
Mareb, Al-Jawf and Sana’a, instead of
staying in Washington in luxurious
offices, pure air and clean water.

Madrid is a courageous woman and
knows the president of the country does
not like her or wishes her to stay and
despite that she sticking to the people
who she loved and they loved her. The
Yemenis will remember in future books
and recognize her favor as soon as des-
potism removal of despotism from their
shoulders.

Munir Al-Maweri is an American jour-
nalist of Yemeni origin.
Source: Al- Wasat newspaper

Foreign NGOs have their own agenda

ndeniably, vari-

ous European

and American

non-govern-

mental organi-
zations have been playing
large roles in defending
human rights the world over
particularly with regard to
developing countries where
most of the ruling systems and
the regimes are lacking demo-
cratic approach in dealing
with their peoples. It is basically the
question of rights pertaining to free-
dom of expression, freedom of the
press and other essential human rights.
There are numerous examples of the
good results achieved by those NGOs
leading to mitigation and in some cases
cancellation of certain restraints used
to be imposed on the peoples of devel-
oping countries regimes, especially
those that have not yet adopted democ-
racy in their governance. In countries
with emerging democracies foreign
NGOs offer assistance and training to
national NGOs to help them develop
their work and to become capable
enough to play their required role
defending rights of their peoples and
protesting of if possible preventing any
violation of them. To further assistance
offered to third world countries some

NGOs have opened
offices in those
countries to be closer
to and make their
humanitarian  job
easier and on the
spot. Those offices
are more important
in offering assistance
in countries that have
recently adopted the
pursuit of democra-
cy. Workers of those
offices have dual jobs. On the one hand
they help train national civil society
organizations in those countries espe-
cially technically to develop their work
and sometimes offer material assis-
tance if needed, on the other. Their
offices in those countries enable them
to have direct contact with political
parties, and various segments of the
people and this gives an idea on the
ground on how to help and what kind
of help to offer. Of course those NGOs
are allowed to open their offices in
countries following democracy and
thus they are permitted to act without
thinking about borders of those states.
Organizations such as Journalists Sans
Frontiers and Doctors sans Frontiers
operate freely, but should those organi-
zations act in a big or excessive “sans
frontiers” manner? Should they behave
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By: Mohammed Khidr

as if there are really no state borders in
the sense regarding sovereignty of
those states, or must they put in mind
certain boundaries they must not tres-
pass? I think foreign NGOs hosted by
countries where there is a certain
degree of democracy have to act and
behave in a way avoiding provocation
of the hosting country. They must not
ignore the sovereignty of that country
in a way causing them trouble and then
disrupt their activities and mission.
Unfortunately, instances where some
foreign organizations have behaved in
a manner violating sovereignty of the
states hosting them. Since their goal is
humane and helpful they should not
forget there is a government where
they are practicing their activities and
should not ignore that fact but rather
keep friendly and cooperative relations
with the government to facilitate solv-
ing any problems or mistakes they per-
ceive that government is doing to is
subjects. Even in their own original
countries those NGOs have respect
towards sovereignty and power of their
governments to avoid collision of
interests that both governments and
organizations should coordinate their
efforts to serve the objective of respect-
ing the people rights and not to violate
them by some public institutions.
Every NGO has its own agenda that
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By: Samer (same;fart@makwob.wm)

is not necessarily identical to all
domestic interests of the peoples and
states that are the target of the organi-
zations’ activities. Those organizations
are not the angels who we have seen on
television. Therefore, we as recipient
people should not over exaggerate in
our faith in them or in respecting them
to the extent that we think they can be
the alternative of our governments or
states. It has happened that some for-
eign NGOs, through their offices based
in some countries, have violated their
original declared mission and faced
troubles with governments of those
countries. we should respect and
appreciate the good and sincere mis-
sions of these organizations in extend-
ing their helpful and caring hands to
our society but we must not over exag-
gerate that trust and belief to the degree
making us forget that they are note the
alternative of our state and could not be
so and we should not be too trustful in
a naive way. We also have our own
national NGOs to seek their help and
they know better about what we need
or suffer from. Let’s support them and
develop them for our own interests and
welfare.

Mohammed Khidr is a journalist and a
senior translator from Iraq.
(mmkhidr@yahoo.com)

The signs are not there

he observer cannot fail to recall

that the Yemeni people have
heard a lot of people saying that
things will not be the same after
the elections are over with and
many almost believed that there can only
be one way to go and that is forward. But
as the days go by, one realizes that we have /
really been given the “number” as they say. P
Surely a democratic society deserves a lot
more than to see large state dinners for the

By:Hassan Al-Haifi

people who least need to be fed in the

country or long cues of past, present and future officials waiting to
shake hands with the head of state, so that by the time all the
handshaking is completed, the dinner of the guests would have probably

turned cold.

The truth of the matter is that if we are really going to see change, it
should start with the public media. There, talk should start to be trans-
lated into meaningful action. If Yemen is embarking on a period, in
which Yemen will supposedly turn a new leaf on life, the media should
be the first place where the observer expects to see a reflection of the
new policies that are put in place to reflect this new period. Yet, realisti-
cally, we are not seeing dramatic changes in the media to convince us that
all that talk on a “new Yemen”, a “corruption-free Yemen”, a Yemen with
a “dazzling future”, was no more than an attempt to mislead people into
believing that even all the “President’s men” are really going to make
sure that at least some of these things will materialize in real life.

Unfortunately however, the official media people cannot get over their
old habits of giving us absolutely boring long newscasts that extend way
into the night just to see who has had the great honor of dining with His
Excellency the President or reading the texts of congratulatory cables to

the Head of State for:

Ramadan, the Anniversary of the September

Revolution, the Anniversary of the October Revolution, the Anniversary
of the Withdrawal of British Troops from Aden and of course the re-elec-
tion of the President. This is while most of the other satellite TV chan-
nels have already gone through three hourly newscasts already, while the
Yemen TV is still on its first Evening News bulletin.

With the Government budget already on a tightrope, are all those
expensive dinners for the fairly well-to-do a significant development that
shows we are in the right direction of managing our meager resources and
directing them to where they can be most effective in harnessing our nat-
ural and human resources to efficiently produce the economic setting that
will eliminate poverty and create job opportunities. On the contrary, it is
the misuse of such extravagant funds that has led to the poverty one sees
so widespread throughout the land. Furthermore, there is a lack of taste
apparent, when our media has to waste so many hours on such meaning-
less displays of opulence amidst a society in which more than half of the
population have already reached the poverty line and heading down fur-
ther down the abyss of misery and despair.

One economic observer said: “Yemen has so much potential: a diver-
sified natural resources base; an excellent tourist venue, an industrious
and robust labor force, an enterprising private sector, and more... All
that Yemen needs is a slight bit of intelligence in Government, resource-
fulness in its Government apparatus, sincerity in the way public officials
deal with the public, whether in official business or through the way the
official media is displaying the useful work of government to an ever
hungry audience for meaningful news that shows that indeed Yemen is
not going to be going through the same “business as usual” attitude,
which the media unabashedly is displaying these days without regards to
the possible contempt this would raise amidst an already disappointed

electorate.

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist

for more than 20 years.

Letters to the Editor

trange as it may sound for what is
S essentially a simple religion, I

meet Muslims quite often who tell
me they are confused about living their
Islamic faith. Sometimes they spell this
confusion out for me themselves, and
sometimes the confusion comes through
when we begin to talk.

We have been watching our most
beloved, Muhammad the Messenger of
God, may God bless him and grant him
peace, being made the subject of
ridicule, and worse. How someone as
important as the Pope - whatever the
motive - vilified him and how carica-
tures smeared him. These were false
charges and lies that hurt us deeply.

It is difficult to take it all in some-
times. We can let our emotions get the
better of us, and some of us do, much to
the media’s delight it seems. The world
has been seeing a range of images, of an
Islam where followers display a consis-
tent pattern of behaviour: boiling rage
and vengeful hate, screaming slogans
and burning symbols.

In my honest judgment, displaying

such anger is the easiest of responses. It
is the costliest of responses too, if we
but understand properly the role, the
crucial role, that we as a faith society
must play in our part of the world, today.
Fostering a perception of Islam that is a
false Islam is simply too high a price.

The welcome news is that the month
of Ramadan has arrived. A period in
time that brings us much needed respite
from our emotions and anger. Teaching
us restraint, discipline and self control.
Recharging our spiritual batteries as we
strengthen our personal relationship
with Allah. A collection of personal
moments and thoughts all of which I
pray bring a sense of order to any con-
fusion in our minds. Let us make
Ramadan a time to reflect.

Let us see any false charges as a test
of our faith. Our country needs men and
women to stand firm on God’s Final
Revelation and the Sunnah of His
Messenger. And what was this Sunnah
the world saw? Boiling rage and
screaming slogans?? They saw love and

A Ramadan message from the Islamic Society of Britain

kindness in the face of mockery and
contempt; they saw love and kindness in
a cruelly unfair world. Even after the
immense physical and verbal assaults in
Mecca and Taif, in the depths of despair,
Muhammad would always respond with
love, concern and hope. Muhammad,
may God bless him and grant him peace.
“If you love me, follow me,” he said.
Yes it’s a simple religion, but there is
some small print too: the way forward
has no shortcuts. There is much work to
be done, but I believe that done together
and with the right intentions, we can
also achieve much. We must be genuine
in our service to humanity, caring for,
sharing with and helping all of our
neighbours. This month, remember
every person around you in your
prayers. That is the Sunnah of the
Messenger. That is living your Islamic
faith.
I wish everyone a beautiful Ramadan.
Yours in prayer,
Dr Zahoor Qurashi, President
Islamic Society of Britain
ishegroup@isb.org.uk
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Press and freedom of expression:

The victims of Yemeni elections

he Arabic Network for

Human Rights Information

(HRinfo) observed closely

the recent Yemeni elections,

particularly in relation with
the falling down of freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of the press.

HRinfo is sorry to reach the fact that
the Yemeni government has spared no
effort to hinder the nascent democratic
experiment in Yemen. Some human
rights organizations monitored several
violations during the electoral process.
That is in addition to imposing further
restrictions on the freedom of the press
and blocking many websites. The latter
is monitored by HRinfo herein.

Blocking websites:

1- Al-Mostakela Forum

"If they can block our website, they can
never block the fact"

The above comment is posted by a
member of the Yemeni now blocked Al-
Mostakela forum www.mostakela.com.
It is a traditional text web forum which
includes about 1450 members. The
Yemeni government blocked the website
on 18 September 2006, only two days
prior to the beginning of presidential and
local elections.

The blocking took place through the
state-owned IT Yemen The Net
Company. Consequently, unprofessional
members could not access the forum,
while other experienced members used
proxy software to skip the block. Those
who were able to log in criticized IT
Yemen The Net Company and the
Telecommunication and Information
Technique Ministry which is claimed to
be its supporter, for blocking the web-
site.

2- Nass Press website

Since its foundation early in the year
2000, People Press Institution reserved a
unique position in the field of printed
press in Yemen. Thereupon, it was

3- Hewarye web forum

Al-Aghabeary
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Al-Adeny

Probably, this is the first time
for Yemeni internet users to
experience the blocking of a
website without any reason,
keeping aside the legitimacy
of such action! Hewarye
(www.hewarye.com) is a rel-
atively new website. It was
constructed only few months
ago and it is famous for sup-
porting the Yemeni president.
However, the website was
blocked on 18 September
2006 without providing any
explanation or announcing
any resolution by Yemeni
Telecommunication and
Information Technique
Ministry or IT Yemen The
Net Company. This proves
the absence of logic and
responsibility and that block-
ing decisions are arbitrarily

encouraged to construct Nass Press web-
site which became a well-known website
for those who are interested in Yemen
affairs.

That is because the website provides a
space for posting different approaches.
Recently, Nass press witnessed intensive
rivalry between the supporters and the
opponents of the two major nominees
(the current president and Popular
Congress Party Candidate; Ali Abdullah
Saleh, and Joint Meeting Parties of

opposition candidate; Faisal Ben
Shamlan).
Yemeni Telecommunication and

Information Technique Ministry had had
enough with the huge number of criticiz-
ing comments on Nass Press website
www.nasspress.com. Although the web-
site did not violate political criticism
rules, the ministry blocked the website
during the period from 13th to 24th
September 2006. Then the website was
unblocked just after Ali Abdullah Saleh
won the presidential elections.

taken.

4- The Yemeni Council website
http:/lwww.al-yemen.org/

5- Yemen Sound website www.yemen-
sound.com

Journalism and Journalists, Usual
attacks and Harassments
The independent and opposition Yemeni
press is known for its boldness and sharp
political criticism. Many Arab states
seek to restrict the freedom of press by
questioning and trialing journalists. In
addition to such traditional methods,
Yemeni authorities illegally punish and
threaten journalists. They even go
beyond this by abusing journalists phys-
ically or threatening them via phone
calls which sender number is unidenti-
fied.

During the last 20 days, HRinfo mon-
itored many violations in the electoral
process. They are:

1- Khaled Al-Alwani

Since 7 September until now, the
Yemeni Press and  Publication
Prosecution Department did not
announce the reason why it summoned
Al-Assema [the capital] newspaper
Editor; Khaled Al-Alwani or the reason
why he was referred to the West Capital
Secretariat Court in Sana'a. Even worse,
Yemeni security forces penetrated Al-
Majd Printing House which prints Al-
Assema newspaper, upon the Public
Prosecution resolution. That took place
without taking permission from the com-
petent court and without declaring the
reasons behind. Consequently, the reso-
lution seems to be resulted from political
bias to the president Ali Abdullah Saleh.
This way it is regarded as an obvious
violation of the freedom of press in addi-
tion to causing Al-Assema newspaper to
suffer sever losses because it failed to be
released on time.

2- Mohamed Sadiq Al-Adeny
According to human rights activist jour-
nalist; Mohamed Sadiq Al-Adeny state-
ments, he experienced 18 incidents of
harassment by Yemeni authorities within
eight years. The most recent of them is
sentencing him to three years in prison
and causing him to pay a fine amounted
to 1.200.000 Yemeni Riyals (equal to
US$ 6153), by the notorious Aden
Court. He was not summoned for trial
and was not informed with the dates of
trial sessions. This proves the relation-
ship between this trial and Al-Adeny's
famous article entitled "Oh President,
Silence them!" published at August. In
this article, Al-Adeny criticized the
democracy practiced under President Ali
Abdullah Saleh reign that led to corrup-
tion in Yemen.

3- Samia Al-Aghebery

Samia is a journalist at Al-Wahdawi
newspaper. The attempts to defame
Samia Al-Aghebery in writings lacking

press ethics and honor by some semi-
official newspapers did not succeed, last
June. Consequently, they resorted to
worse methods by causing some one to
penetrate her house in a late hour on 21
September. The goal of such penetration
was to get the originals of the documents
showing the recount of votes results in
some electoral committees, which Samia
faxed to several websites. They threat-
ened her and insulted her as a direct
result to her journalistic activity, during
elections.

4- Abdul Hafiz Ahmed Mogab

Mogab is a freelance reporter at several
newspapers and news websites. He was
arbitrarily arrested by Omran security
forces on 5th September. He was threat-
ened with death by some soldiers, and he
received the same threatening via a
phone call from an unidentified number.
That is because he monitored some vio-
lations in Omran directorate elections.

5- The confiscation of Al-Tagheir
newspaper

On Sunday, 17 September, Yemeni secu-
rity forces in Aden confiscated almost
one thousand editions of Al-Tagheir
newspaper, without having a judicial
resolution and for no legal necessity.
That is in order to prevent Yemeni citi-
zens from reading about the publisher of
the newspaper; Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP) of opposition. JMP Executive
Committee informed Press and
Publication Prosecution Department
with such confiscation and called for
providing an explanation for this action
and eliminating it. However, no action
was taken to bring justice for the affect-
ed and hold those who are responsible
accountable.

Our Stance towards These Violations
The Arabic Network for Human Rights
Information (HRinfo) believes that the
above mentioned ten violations, whether

monitored by HRinfo or submitted by
HRinfo insider Yemeni volunteers, are
contrary to the Yemeni Constitution and
beyond the law. In addition they violate
Article no.19 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
signed by Yemeni government. These
violations require the immediate inter-
ference of Yemeni Press and Publication
Prosecution Department, which is the
body, entitled to defend press and jour-
nalists against those who violate their
rights. The said prosecution usually
becomes more active when investigating
into violations committed by journalists.

The Arabic Network for Human
Rights Information (HRinfo) also
believes that these recent violations took
place in a critical stage for the history of
Yemen; that is the presidential elections.
Governmental authorities were sup-
posed to be more addicted to neutrality
and transparency rather than such obvi-
ous bias to the president. This asserts the
fact that Yemeni government follows the
same arbitrary dominance methods
adopted by most of the Arab states. The
main characteristics of this dominance
are fettering press and violating the right
to freedom of expression and the right to
exchange information.

Thereupon, HRinfo calls upon the
Yemeni president not to start his new
presidential era with overlooking such
serious violations. The Yemeni president
is also urged to conduct fair investiga-
tions into these incidents. That is in addi-
tion to implementing his promises in
relation with respecting the freedom of
press and the freedom of expression.
HRinfo hopes that these promises will
not turn into unachievable electoral
promises.

The Arabic Network for Human Rights
Information is a central repository for
human rights information and websites
in Arabic throughout the Middle East
and North Africa. www.hrinfo.net

Zionazi is the best

By: Jihad El-Khazen

ow, there are thousands
and  thousands  of
disagreements among
the Arabs and Muslims.
These disagreements are
far more deadly than the plots of their
enemies. While the most dangerous
aspect is the sectarian clashes, the
readers’ mails I daily receive, and save,
show that they disagree on everything.

I may take Lebanon as an example,
as it is the mirror of the nation. I
received messages that support
Hizbullah and Sayyed Hassan
Nasrullah. Others were harsh attacks
that extended even to me. The
Lebanese are in dispute over the latest
war and every other past war, and even
over the future, and peace.

Every Lebanese acts as though he
were the president or prime minister.
Each has his own opinion and thinks he
can never be wrong. These differences
mean that the Lebanese will inevitably
agree on a bottom line that would give
each party some of its rights. Lebanon
would not be a theocratic State. It will
certainly not become a religious Shiite
country or a Christian State.

Moreover, the Druze will not have a
State in the Chouf region. The only
possible State in Lebanon is a State for
all the Lebanese. I also found that the
only thing shared by all the readers, if
any, is that everyone puts his issue
before any other issue. They think and
move within the scope of these private
issues. Let us take an unbiased
example.

Siamand Ibrahim is a Kurdish
journalist, who is renowned in the Arab
region, and every now and then he
sends me agreeable messages. He starts
and ends his analyses with the Kurdish
issue. In his last message, he wrote that
terror killed less than 3000 in the US,
and, ever since then, US actions have
been ceaseless.

However, he writes, Saddam
Hussein killed more than three
thousand Kurds with poison gas in
Halabja and was not instantly
punished. What I recall of Halabja is
that the US, Saddam Hussein’ s ally at
the time, stated that it was Iran that
used poison gas against the Kurds to
lay the blame on Saddam Hussein. I
found that the Arabs disagree on a
point, which should not be that
controversial. I had proposed to

respond to the use of Islamofascism by
using the terms “Nazi Zionists” or
“Zionazis”.

I received messages supporting that.
Nonetheless, a reader, Salem, thought
that I was an agent of the Saudi
government. But he did not elaborate
on my so-called relation with the
Saudis.  But  another  reader,
Muhammad, said 1 offered the best
possible definition. I highly appreciate
the opinions of both Tariq and Hisham,
and wish they will not turn against me
if I write something against their
views.

Every week, I receive at least one
message in French. This week, it was
from Rasheed Sabbagh. Sabbagh said
that I reflect his opinion as well as that
of millions of Arabs (of course, not
including Salem, who is an Arab). He
said that “ Zionazis” is the best
description of those  barbaric
imperialists, and called on all the Arab
journalists to use “Zionazi” instead of
“Israeli”. I ask all my readers not to
drift into anti-Semitism when they
attack Israel’s Nazi government and
cabinet members.

The majority of Jews around the
world is moderate and wants peace.
Some of the best writings I have read
defending the Palestinians and Arabs
are by renowned Jews. President
George Bush is another example of
how one should be disciplined and
decent, and not oppose the law. I am
against the US foreign policy in the
Middle East. I sharply criticize the

Bush administration and its key
figures.

However, I exclude the State
Secretary, Dr Condoleezza Rice,

because she is relatively better than the
others, not because she supports any
Arab claim. I recently said that
President Bush does not read; and even
when he reads, he does not understand.
This was in an article in which I dealt
with the decisive influence of the
extremist neo-conservatives, who are
loyal to Israel, on US foreign policy.
Immediately, I was showered with
messages, which  were either
comments or gave additional
information. Also, there were messages
filled with racial insults and abuses,
among other things. I could not publish
them, because there is a legal liability,
in addition to professional and ethical
reasons. We are in Britain, a law-
abiding country, where the citizens

attribute

enjoy the freedom of the press and
have immunity, which protects them
from libel.

I will proceed with two messages
worth noting. A reader, Aqgeel, noted
that I attack US policy and sometimes
dwell on Prime Minister Tony Blair’ s
affiliation with George Bush. But he
sees that this is not important or useful,
because I do not formulate Western
policy. He thinks that it would be better
if I talked about the persecution,
injustice and misery in the Arab
countries. I will skip the derogatory
words in the message, although I could
respond more harshly. I confirm that
when 1 write on the Arab countries, 1
always state that they lack democracy,
human rights, the rule of law,
accountability, transparency and the
rights of women. And, today, I reiterate
this attitude. I wish the reader Aqeel
would send his accusations to the right
person; otherwise he will hear
something he will not like.

Another reader, Lena Al-Hajj, asks
why I do not write my articles in
English “so that foreign journalists and
those concerned can read them to know
that their analyses and their superficial
cleverness do not deceive us.” She also
said that I do not give Syria enough
support. Dear Lena! My readers say
that I support Syria too much, and this
is another point of disagreement
among my readers. More important,
my articles and the articles of my
colleagues in Al-Hayat and all the
special articles of the newspaper are
translated into English.

The problem is not in the availability
of the material, but in understanding it.
This is the problem of George Bush
and some of my readers. _ Al-Hayat
Zionazi is the best attribute.

Jihad El-Khazen, columnist and
former editor of the daily Al-Hayat.
Source: The Star newspaper

Muslims are paramount
allies in fighting ‘‘jihadism”

By: Abbas Barzegar

ast summer, following the

London underground and

bus attacks, New York

Times columnist Thomas

Friedman wrote in an op-

ed piece: "If it's a Muslim problem, it
needs a Muslim solution." Almost
immediately, his call spread across the
global media network. Muslim leaders
were summoned to offer answers.
Many leaders simply offered that "true
Islam" does not stand for such acts of
violence and cowardice. Many
recognise that Friedman's call was not
truly directed at a Muslim audience, but
rather at a Western audience frustrated
with  what it saw as Muslim
complacency with so-called jihadism.
Such thinking neglected the fact that it
was Muslim, not Western, societies that
have been most adversely affected by
Islamic radicalism, and failed to
recognise the great efforts Muslims
have taken to challenge these dangers.
While Western societies have only
recently fallen victim to Islamic
militancy, it has been Muslim families,
schools, cities and cultures that have
been dealing with the much more
insidious day-to-day challenges of
curbing the enticing persuasions of
Islamic militant ideology. In the wake
of Cold War policies where Muslim
societies like those in Somalia,
Afghanistan and Palestine were treated
like pawns in a game of chess, trying to
argue against an ideology that
deceitfully promises empowerment,
dignity and eternal reward has for
decades been the courageous and
consistent work of Muslim religious
leaders and the overwhelming majority
of their constituents. By recognising

these efforts, the Western world might
find allies in the fight against this
perverted jihadism.

The first step in this direction is to
recognise that Muslim societies have
fought extremism in general within
their tradition for centuries and have
made such efforts central to the overall
vision of creating a just and "God-
conscious" social order. Enshrined in
the ethical obligation to "enforce the
good and eradicate the evil," Muslims
in the founding days of Islam
succeeded early on in overcoming
extremist sects, such as the Kharijites,
whose unbridled zealotry threatened
the Prophet Muhammad's overall
mission. In such cases, sincere Muslims
combated these evils with both their
hands and their pens. Many sections of
the Muslim world today now stand
poised to do the same: it is through this
aspect of Muslim faith, accompanied
by proper Western engagement, that
Islamic radicalism will find its greatest
threat.

In places as insular as Saudi Arabia,
whose religious authorities produce
some of the most myopic
interpretations of Islam, the duty to stop
extremist violence has been taken up
with a noticeable degree of success. In
2004, the Saudi royal family, backed by
the leading Islamic scholars in the
kingdom, offered a month-long
amnesty to terrorists to turn themselves
in or thereafter suffer extermination.
The effort led to the surrender of some
of Osama bin Laden's top officials
within days. What made the amnesty
possible was the mediating role of
Sheikh al-Hawali, a former senior-
ranking theologian at one of the
country's leading seminaries, Umm al-
Qurra University, who was, ironically,

also imprisoned for five years on
account of his views against the U.S.
military presence in the region. Militant
extremists respected al-Hawali as a
credible scholar whose words carried
the weight of the hereafter.

Those regarded as the most
authoritative curators of Islamic law -
imams, mullahs, sheikhs and scholars -
should be employed in the ideological
struggle against terrorism, precisely
because it is their voices that may be
the only ones heard by renegades.

Al-Hawali's role might be compared
to that of Ayatollah Ali Sistani’s in Iraq
and his successful effort at defusing the
Mugqtada al-Sadr standoff in Najaf in
2004. The creation of a national
Muslim council in France designed to
codify Islamic law and hold French
Muslim citizens accountable to it might
serve as yet another example. These
cases highlight the fact that the Muslim
world has at its disposal institutional
resources, the foremost being clerical
and legal authority, to curb extremism.
These should be considered by all
parties concerned about preventing
further violence. By recognising that
Muslims the world over have strong
and sincere ethical commitments
toward the eradication of all forms of
corruption, vice and extremism,
Western leaders and thinkers might find
successful partners in places they never
imagined.

Abbas Barzegar is a graduate student
at Emory University. His research
focuses on the complexity and cultural,
religious, and political diversity of the
American Muslim community. This
article is distributed by the Common
Ground News Service (CGNews)
www.commongroundnews.org.
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Why schoolin

By: Raidan Al-Saqqaf
alsaqqaf@ gmail .com

Ithough  half the

population of Yemen

are children less than

14 years of age, little

focus and attention is
given to them either through
government  policies, such as
education and childcare programs, or
as the community where our children
are born and raised. Yemen has one of
the worlds highest population growth
rates of 3.4 percent, which means the
Yemeni population will continue to
grow and become a major concern on
how the current generations ensure a
secure and sustainable future for
upcoming generations.

No matter how limited and
constrained, efforts to contain the
problem of population growth are
underway and government policies
and plans are formulated with the help
of International bodies and NGOs in
order to promote the concepts of
population growth, social gender and
reproductive health, but what about
efforts exerted in order to raise
mentally and physically healthy
infants and knowledgeable children
who could become an asset to the
country, not a liability.

Fifty years ago, countries such as
China and India were warned they
would face real catastrophes and mass
unemployment and starvation if their
population continued to grow to the
extent it has grown today, with
populations of 1.3 and 1 billion
people, what is it that China and India
did and how did they do it?

Economics indicate that people have
economic value because they can
produce output, and the more people
you have exerting physical or any sort
of labor then economic output would
subsequently increase. The simple
strategy China and India implemented
is a policy of mass qualification; to
teach the people how to work.

Understanding that qualification is
the key issue, Yemen has an
opportunity at hand to create a giant
leap forward by adopting a similar
policy of mass qualification, starting
from kindergarten level towards
higher education and vocational

P
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An Expense, an Investment or a necessary sacrifice?

training. However, Yemen’s
educational has flaws within it.
YemenTimes took the opportunity to
survey  opinions on  Yemen’s
educational system and if it can
achieve mass qualification for Yemeni
children in such a manner that would
create a giant leap into the future.

Ms. Jalila S., a kindergarten teacher,
said Yemeni children are among the
brightest in the world: “Every day I am
amazed and inspired how fast some
children learn and understand, to the
extent that you can have an adult-like
conversation with them,” she said.
“Unfortunately, very few children
have the opportunity to go to a
kindergarten which can teach them
many things to allow them to make the
most of their childhood years.” Saying
that at a time when many children
especially in rural Yemen start their
very first learning at the age of six in
primary school.

“This is the most sensitive and
critical situation a young child can be
putin” says Anees Al-Maini, a primary
school teacher; “When the child comes
as a clean slate to his first day at
school, he or she either fits in or
develops a complex with regards to

education,” he adds “every child needs
to be personally taken care of in order
to develop a link with the teacher and
the school, while the huge numbers of
new students do not permit us to look
after the welfare of the children for
their education’s sake.” Perhaps
several privet schools do some sort of
orientation for teachers and also for
children when they join in, but those
are the exception.

Anees also said “Most teachers in
public school only come to teach
because they have no other job, as
being a teacher is at the lower end of
career choices in Yemen, and therefore
many teachers are simply unqualified
enough to shape and lives and minds
of young pupils”. From my
conversation with Anees, I realized
that several fundamental changes need
to take place for Yemen’s current
educational system to become a mass
qualification system. The survey went
on to the hands of Mr. Emad Adel,
who is deputy principle at one of
Sana’a private schools, he said “There
is huge contrast between the students
in secondary schools, while some do
have a genuine desire to learn, many
others do not see the point of doing

vestigation

\ A
Photo by Jamil AbdulKarim

their homework or studying for their
exams other than the certification and
grades, you find many students who
have completed their primary school
and got good grades, but when you ask
them — for example — where is Turkey
or Ethiopia, they don’t know!”

He also added “It’s not the fault of
the education system if the students
don’t want to learn and acquire
knowledge; it is the fault of the
teachers and parents who don’t
motivate the children to learn or show
them the true value of knowledge...”
There is some truth to what Mr. Emad
said; qualification isn’t only the result
of schooling, it’s the result of a
number of factors including guidance
and commitment.

There are common ideologies and
traditions in Yemen which dictate the
upbringing of children, however, those
ideologies do not necessarily help
parents and teachers raise up children
committed to learning and knowledge,
what Yemen needs is a change of
perception, says Dr. Waheeb Alwan,
director of a training institute: “We
receive young men and women with
an ironic set of perceptions about life,
thinking that by getting some sort of

Government share of oil exports rises to

By: Isamil Al-Ghabiri

SANA’A, Oct. 1 — The Yemeni govern-
ment share of crude oil exports
increased to almost 45 million barrels
worth just under US $3 billion over the
past eight months, jumping up with 6
million more barrels and almost dou-
bling their worth

According to a report by the Central

Bank of Yemen, the monetary and
banking development and the 14.8 per-
cent increase in the government share
of exports are attributed to the rising
prices of oil in international markets.
The high oil prices helped increase the
volume of exports and the average price
per barrel in international markets.

The report indicated that the average
price of Yemeni crude oil per barrel

LIMITED
Sharyoof Field.

Responsibilities

export specifications.

equipment performance.

plant.
Sharyoof CPF and well facilities.
policies and adhered to.

Qualifications and experience Preferred

hr@doveyemen.com.ye

Mailing address:

Dove Energy Limited
P.O.Box 16910

Sana’a Republic of Yemen

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
SHARYOOF FIELD PLANT

DOVE ENERGY Dpove Energy Limited invites Yemeni Nationals only to apply
for the position of Plant Operator. The position is based in

Operate the Sharyoof facilities in a safe and prudent manner so as to minimize the risk
to personnel, company property and the environment.

+ Closely monitor all and equipment checks, and record operational data as often as
deemed necessary to ensure continuous running.

+ Perform well and equipment checks, and record operational data as often as deemed
necessary to ensure continuous running.
Prepare production, safety and environmental reports as required.

+ Closely monitor product quality and adjust process setting as necessary to maintain

+ Closely monitor and record all chemical, lubricant and fuel usage to ensure optimum
Report immediately to the Senior Operator /Site Manager all safety issues, equipment
malfunctions, and changes in well operation conditions that could potentially interfere
with the safety of the on-site personnel, and /or crude export volumes.

+ Work closely with the Maintenance Team to optimize the_efficiency and safety of the

+ Train Junior Operators and Trainee Operators in the correct and safe operation of the

Maintain a high level of environmental awareness to ensure company and government

+ Minimum 3 years experience in the Oil and gas industry with knowledge of ESP
operations, tank farm, 2/3 Phase Separation, Water Injection.

+ Operational knowledge of a Diesel Production Unit would be of great advantage.

+ Good knowledge of written and spoken English.

Interested candidates are request to submit their CVs and applications by mail to the
Dove Energy, Human resources Department, by fax or by email to

Responses will only be made to short listed candidates.

The deadline for receiving applications is 21st October, 2006

OPERATOR

Fax Detail:
Fax No. 967 1 413767

rose to US $65.62 from 49.43 in 2005
while the government share of crude oil
exports constitutes 63 percent of the
total exports, 70 percent of the state’s
general budget revenues and 30 percent
of the gross domestic product.

The report stated the unified budget
of commercial and Islamic banks work-
ing in Yemen increased by the end of
last August from 36.4 billion to 949.5

Jlizoy s dyuuLioy
dagan Ayl pgl
En

e . S
| Uy ST
?- e e ]
s wr el A ey S
£ L+
¥

Saf

ard .
Practica :
Yiw [ x -

Consuling - Traiming - Qualifving

Tim ety £
j”ﬁ: [T 'h_p'-JIi'l Sontiihy el 'd--‘eh--ﬁ':l‘l‘l"ﬂ_,.“ e -\.:..I-T' H,uk,-"l _,5-__H-"
I 1lrse Mattoened dlcneer Acoredited For Franing ssd Evamvinaclomn i 10113

o PR
AR o

L e i g

R s T STy R

breman [lade  boeresd e

$2.9 billion

billion Yemeni Riyals with a 49 percent
increase compared to last year.

At the end of August, 2005, the uni-
fied budget of commercial and Islamic
banks reached 746 billion Yemeni
Riyals while the external assets of these
banks came at 254.3 billion Yemeni
Riyals last August, compared to 249.7
billion Yemeni Riyals by the end of last
July.
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Business in brief

PM: Ensures stable and affordable

prices during Ramadan

rime Minister Bajammal met
P with several food products

manufactures and importers as
well as with the Ministers of Trade
and Agriculture and agreed with them
to keep production and import of food
products at the maximum and ensure
no monopoly or undersupply of any
food product takes place to ensure
that supply meets the increased
demand to avoid any price hikes.
Additionally, the Prime Minister has
indicated that a monitoring mecha-
nism is in place to ensure stable and
affordable prices of food products.

50,000 employment opportunities
for Yemeni workers in gulf annual-
ly

ources at the Ministry of

Finance has indicated that

Yemen is negotiating with the
neighboring gulf countries in order to
allow 50,000 Yemeni skilled and
semi-skilled workers to obtain work
permits in the gulf countries annually
during the 10-year habilitation phase
of Yemen’s accession to the Gulf
Cooperative Council.

New Investments in
Aden Free Zone
ources at the Investment
Promotion Authority said a del-
egation of investors is coming
to Yemen to study the feasibility of
establishing a plant for refining burnt
oils, adding that investment in the
first phase of this project will reach
US$ 10 million. The source said
negotiations are underway for the
establishment of a cement factory, a
paper recycling plant, a steel works
plant, a four-star resort and a medical

training institute among others.

Port of Aden Facilities Upgraded
he Port of Aden has invested

I over US$ 540,000 in upgrad-
ing its facilities in order to
minimize time wastage and ensure
efficiency through the purchase of
three additional cranes in order to
carry containers from and on board
Cargo ships, the port authority have
also invested in two tracks to move
containers from the port onto trucks.

Overseas Assets of Yemen’s bank-
ing Industry Increase

report by the Central Bank of

Yemen said the assets of the

Yemeni Banking Industry
Abroad has increased by 2.05 percent
by the end of August this year com-
pared to last year, reaching US$ 1.554
Billion in worth.

Yemen, China trade to hit US$

3.5billion

rade forecasts indicate that

I trade between China and

Yemen is expected to increase

to US$3.5 billion by the end of this

year, while China continues to be one

of Yemen’s largest trading partners,

Crude oil is Yemen's main export to

China, while electronics, cars, food-

stuffs and textiles are among the lead-
ing imports from China.

SOCO announces increase
in Oil production

OCO International plc of the

UK has announced that its cur-

rent daily oil production aver-
aging 12,000 gallons per day in 2005
have a strong potential to increase to
45,000 gallons per day once produc-
tion in the Khurair oil field in Shabwa
among other oil fields.

qualification that would be their ticket
towards a job, and the actual
knowledge is irrelevant...” he also
added “If we are to see any hope from
this generation we need to change
structure of the minds of this
generation, we need to set their
priorities straight towards what may
benefit them and their society”

Dr. Waheeb raised an important
point about his understanding of how

graduates see training, as a means to a
job, not as a process of learning and
mind enriching. Perhaps we can
conclude that this is a direct
consequence of the ‘Rat Race’ due to
the socio-economic pressures exerted
on our teens, as such; this has diverted
the focus on education from the true
essence of learning to the side-effect
of income generation through value-
added activity.

OPINION

By: Raidan Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
alsaqqaf@ gmail .com

ne of the most impor-

tant documents for

policymakers, econo-

mists, journalists, and

any person who has a
genuine interest in development is
the World Development Report
issued by the World Bank, below are
excerpts from the report and the
report abstract as well.

“Most developing countries have
a short window of opportunity to get
this right before their record num-
bers of youth become middle-aged,
and they lose their demographic div-
idend. This isn’t just enlightened
social policy. This may be one of the
profound decisions a developing
country will ever make to banish
poverty  and  galvanize  its
economy” says Emmanuel Jimenez,
lead author of the World
Development Report 2007.

“Young people today have more
education, experience greater politi-
cal openness, and have increased
contact with the outside world
through television, the internet, and
migration than any of their predeces-
sors, and this can ease their transi-
tion into being the law-abiding,
engaged citizens of tomorrow” says
Mamta Murthi, co-author of the
World Development Report 2007.

“Such large numbers of young
people living in developing countries
present great opportunities, but also
risks... The opportunities are great,
as many countries will have a larger,
more skilled labor force and fewer
dependents. But these young people

World Development
Report 2007

must be well-prepared in order to
create and find good jobs” says
Francois Bourguignon, the World
Bank’s Chief Economist and Senior
Vice President for Development
Economics.

Report Abstract:
The theme of the World
Development Report (WDR) 2007 is
youth, aged 12 to 24. It focuses on
decisions concerning the five phases
with the biggest long-term impact on
how human capital is kept safe,
developed, and deployed. For each
phase (continuing to learn, starting to
work, developing a healthful
lifestyle, beginning a family, and
exercising citizenship) governments
must increase investments directly
and cultivate an environment for
young people and their families to
invest in themselves. The WDR sug-
gests that a youth lens on policies
affecting the five phases would help
focus on three broad directions:
expanding opportunities, enhancing
capabilities, and providing second
chances. Each pathway (opportuni-
ties, capabilities, and second
chances) is applied to each of the
transitions, generating reform sug-
gestions. To mobilize the economic
and political resources to stimulate
such reforms, countries must resolve
three issues: better coordination and
integration with national policy,
stronger voice, and more evaluation.
In addition, the WDR examines both
youth migration, and their increasing
use of new technologies.

Complete Report is available for
download at the World Bank’s web-
site: www.worldbank.org
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THE NATIONAL CIGARETTES & MATCHES
INDUSTRIES LTD.
Represented by Chairman of the Board of
Directors, Sheikh Saleh Salem Ba Thawab,
and all officers and employees
Represent their heartfelt congratulations
to the maker of Yemen's development, His
Excellency President of the Republic

A Abdelels Sadels

For the mutual confidence between the
great leader and Yemeni loyal people,
which coincides with our people’s celebra-
tions of the blessed 44™ anniversary of
the 26™ September revolution and the glo-
rious 43" anniversary of the 14" October
revolution.

And on the occasion of 44™ Anniversary
of 26 September Revolution and the
advent of the Holy Month of Ramadan.

Many happy returns
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@@ BRITISH COUNCIL

Yemen

The British Council Yemen wishes to recruit an
IT / INFORMATION ASSISTANT

Ja alm: In conjunction wih IT Suppart In Dubal, to provide
effective and imaly suppaont to British Coundcll Yemen users
and to ensure IT systems and praciicas mest corporate
siandards and senvice level agreements; o provide
Infzrmation on Brtish Councll activities and sendces on
Infranet and int=met and to respord effeciivaly to general
Infzrmation enguires.

Essential competencies and skills:

= University degres or equivalent in iT/ information Science
Two years' experience ae IT Asslstant
Excellent witien and oral communication skiks in English

and Arabic
= Customer service ofentation
= Acnlevement
= TE@m Working

I# wau are interasied In appiying for ane of these posts, pleass

emall recruimeni@ye briishcouncllorg for a job description
and applizabion form. Please do not send CVs.

Closing date for applizations 15 15 Coiober 2006

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites
Yemeni Nationals to apply for the following position with its
project “Masila Community Water and Sanitation”.

Post Title: Community Development Associate (G-7,
Duration: Full Time-06 months (renewable,
Location: Field (Ressib village project office,

Responsibilities

+ Assist the Team with gaining access to, and an understanding of, the
Project communities while serving as the Team’s main liaison with Project
communities.
Provide the Team with community development insights, socio-economic
and cultural knowledge, and language skills.
Provide insight and linkages to related projects and/or development
agencies in the Project area.
Ensure continuous Project liaison with all stakeholders, particularly those
within the Governorate of Hadhramaut, and maintain similar liaison with
UNDP Sana’a.
Prepare and implement a field-based communication strategy to provide
on-going Project information/awareness to stakeholders and the public in
general. Contribute material to UNDP Sana’a based communication
activities addressing the wider national and international audience.

Qualification

»  University Degree in Community Development or Social Sciences or any
related field of study.
At least three years experience in the field of Community Development.
Excellent command of Arabic and good command of English.
Good communication and writing skills in both languages.
Proven Leadership qualities.

Interested candidates are requested to visit our website at:
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm for detailed term of
reference of the position and may submit their applications indicating the
title of the post applied for by mail to Human Resources Unit and
response will only be made to short listed candidates.

UNDP, P.O.Box 551 Sana’a/Fax: 448892/E-mail: (hr.ye@undp.org)

The deadline for receiving applications is Thursday, 12th October 2006

UNDP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION AND QUALIFIED
FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites Yemeni
Nationals to apply for the following position with its project “Masila
Community Water and Sanitation”

Post Title: National Project Manager (NO-C)
Duration: Full Time-06 months (renewable)
Location: Field (Ressib village project office)

Responsibilities

. Work in close collaboration with all Team members under the specific
guidance of the UNDP’s Economic Growth Team Leader, assisted by the International
Project Advisor, and with administrative support from the UNDP’s Project Officer.
Assume prime Field responsibility for the timely implementation of approved Project Work
Plans and related Budgets.
Be the focal point for the preparation and coordination of Team members’ proposed Field
activities.
Provide overall guidance and professional support to all Team Specialists to encourage and
assist with, the input of individual skills, recommendations and expertise to the Project in a
creative and integrated manner.
Identify, encourage and develop opportunities for additional developmental opportunities
within the scope of the Project including socio-economic development, training, capacity
building and technology transfer for and between Team members, beneficiaries and other

stakeholders.

Assist the Team with gaining access to, and an understanding of, the Project communities,
key stakeholders and their interests, and other potential partners while serving as the Team’s
main liaison with these entities at the Field level.

Provide the Team with community development insights, socio-economic and cultural
knowledge, and language skills;

Prepare and guide a formal process of Team, beneficiary and stakeholder coordination and
reporting sessions. Prepare formal records of such sessions;

Complete all UNDP-required, Field-level financial management activities, progress reports,
monitoring and other administrative activities with guidance from UNDP's Project Officer and
the Project Advisor, and supported by other Team members.

Lead or assist with preparation of detailed Work Plans for all Team members;

Qualification
. A Master degree in Business Administration or Project Management or related field of study.
At least five years of relevant experience.
Excellent command of Arabic and English.
Excellent communication and writing skills in both languages.
Should have some project management experience.
Proven Leadership qualities.

Interested candidates are requested to visit our website at:_http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-
vacancies.htm for detailed term of reference of the position and may submit their
applications indicating the title of the post applied for by mail to Human Resources Unit
and response will only be made to short listed candidates.

UNDP, P.O.Box 551 Sana’a/Fax: 448892/E-mail: (hr.ye@undp.org)

The deadline for receiving applications is Thursday, 12th October 2006

UNDP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION AND QUALIFIED FEMALE
CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

for the following::

- Supply, supervising installation, testing, hand-over and -
guarantee of Montag unites for the Satellite Channel. .

Interested specialized and manufacturing companies in this field are to
come to the Corporation’s premises- engineering sector, projects

General Tender Announcement
Number (9-b) Year 2006

For The Third Time

Yemen Radio and TV Corporation re-announces tender for the third time

for the following:

Channel.

General Tender Announcement
Number (9-c¢) Year 2006

For The Third Time

Yemen Radio and TV Corporation re-announces tender for the third time

Supply, supervising installation, testing, hand-over and
guarantee of lighting equipment handy for the Satellite

Interested specialized and manufacturing companies in this field are to

department in Sana’a near the Ministry of Public Health and Population
during official working hours in order to obtain the tenders documents.

come to the Corporation’s premises- engineering sector, projects
department in Sana’a near the Ministry of Public Health and Population
during official working hours in order to obtain the tenders documents.
Tender fees: Non-refundable US 4008 an additional 100$ is charged for
optional postal delivery. Tender fees: Non-refundable US 100$ an additional 100$ is charged for
optional postal delivery.
General conditions:

I- Primary guarantee of 2.5% of the total tender cost and valid for

120 days from the date of opening the envelopes

General conditions:
1- Primary guarantee of 2.5% of the total tender cost and valid for

2- Valid tax card for 2006 120 days from the date of opening the envelopes
3- Valid commercial registration card for 2006 2- Valid tax card for 2006

4- Valid Insurance card for 2006 3- Valid commercial registration card for 2006

5- Valid Alms (Zakat) card for 2006 4- Valid Insurance card for 2006

6- The envelopes are to be sealed in red wax 5- Valid Alms (Zakat) card for 2006

7- Commitment to the general and special conditions stated in the 6- The envelopes are to be sealed in red wax

tender documents 7- Commitment to the general and special conditions stated in the
tender documents

Place and date for opening the envelopes:

The envelopes are to be opened at 11 AM on Monday 6/11/2006 at the

corporation premises.

Place and date for opening the envelopes:
The envelopes are to be opened at 11 AM on Saturday morning
11/11/2006 at the corporation premises.
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Whoever has three things discovers
the sweetness of faith: that Allah and

As for those who believe and do
right actions— We impose on no
soul any more than it can bear —
they are the Companions of the
Garden, remaining in it timeless-
ly, for ever. (Qur’an, 7:42)

By: Harun Yahya
www.harunyahya.com

Secrets of finding
the straight path

Imost everyone has his

own rights and wrongs.

The criteria used to

determine these rights

and  wrongs  differ
greatly. A book, a person, a politician,
or, at times, a philosopher may well be
the guide in life for a person. However,
the right path, which is the only path
that leads to salvation, is the religion
which God has chosen. In this path, the
unique goal is to earn the pleasure,
mercy and paradise of God.

Other paths, no matter how attractive
they may seem, are deceptive and lead
to ruin, hopelessness, unhappiness and
painful punishment both in this world
and in the hereafter. Those who are
guided to the straight path are a secret
revealed in the Qur'an. They are the
servants God has guided to His straight
path and who earn His paradise.

Believing with certainty Before all
else, one needs to have faith in order to
be guided to the straight path. If one
believes that the only possessor and
creator of the heavens and the earth and
everything in between is God, and is
certain that the reason of his existence
in the world is to be the servant of God,
and seeks to earn God's contentment all
through his life, God guides him to the
straight path.

Faith in God, in the hereafter and the
Qur'an should be a resolute and certain
faith. Although some people say that
they are believers, they may have
doubts. When they are together with

disbelievers and remain under their
influence, such people are likely to
display weaknesses and assume a
hostile attitude against God and His
religion.

However, those God guides to the
straight path have a resolute and

unwavering faith: And so that those who
have been given knowledge will know it
is the truth from their Lord and believe
in it and their hearts will be humbled to
Him. God guides those who believe to a
straight path. (Surat al-Hajj: 54)
Turning to God with complete

submission Believers' turning to God
with complete submission is another
secret of being guided to the straight
path. For one who believes in God and
fears the hereafter, this world holds no
charm.

When the only ambition is to please
God, true believers turn to God in all
their acts, and knowing that God is
testing them, they submit themselves to
the fate God has predetermined. God
has informed that those who submit
themselves to Him will be guided to the
straight path: How can you disbelieve,
when God's Signs are recited to you and
the Messenger is there among you?
Whoever holds fast to God has been
guided to a straight path. (Surah Ali
'Imran: 101)

Believers who fear God strive to
purify themselves of their wrongdoing
and to attain the moral perfection God
will be most pleased with. However, one
needs humility to be absolved of
mistakes and receive guidance to the
straight path.

God gives good news to His servants
who avoid following the Satan and
obey those who call to the Qur'an and to
its commands:

Those who shun the worship of false
gods and turn towards God will have
good news. So give good news to My
servants. Those who listen well to what
is said and follow the best of it, they are
the ones whom God has guided, and
they are the people of intelligence.
(Surat az-Zumar: 17-18)

Signs of Allah's creati

His Messenger are more beloved to
him than all else, that he love another
only for the sake of Allah Most High,
and that he ha- te to return to disbelief

as he would hate to be thrown into

fire.”
(Muslim and Bukhari)

Living fossils
refute evolution

The Assassin Bug that Led to Darwin’s Death

ossils refute evolution. This
F fact, one of the difficulties that
faced Darwin’s theory 150
years ago, is now plain for all to see.
Assassin bugs are widespread all
over the world and known so because
of their speed and the way they poi-
son their prey (Order Hemiptera).
These 120-million-year-old fossil
specimens are identical to assassin
bugs living today.

A 50-Million-Year-Old Stingray

his 50-million-year-old

I stingray was found in Green
River in Wyoming.

The details in the tail of this

perfectly preserved fossil are stiking,

showing that this specimen is
identical to pre sentday stingrays.

A 127-Million-Year-Old Needlefish

his fossil fish, known as a [
needle- fish because of its

shape, was found in the

Ramlia Taouz region of Morocco. At [

127 million years of age, it dates
back to the Cretaceous period, and is
identical to needlefish of today.

www.living-fossils.com

Perfect sy

ave a look at your face
in the mirror. You will
see perfect symmetry.

Pick up a magazine .

and start turning its
pages. The people you see there as
you turn its pages, and
birds,flowers and butterflies you see !

when you look at the outside world, | :

share the same symmetry.Symmetry is

one of the factors that provides ;.'

harmony in the universe.

All creatures have asymmetrical
structure. When you look at sea
creatures, you see the same symmetry. |
Fish, crabs, shrimp... Take a pair of
seashells in your hand and arrange the
min a symmetrical way.

You will again en-counter a perfect
order and symmetry in the
arrangement of the lines and in their
arrangement from larger to smaller.
Nomatter what creature you look at in
nature, every time an extraordinary
order,perfect symmetry and matchless
diversity of color will be observed. The
defenders of the evolution theory,which
claims that everything in the universe
has come into being as a result of
haphazardly occurring coincidences,
cannot explain this color diversity,
symmetry and order displayed in
nature.

It is evident that such a perfect order
cannot be explained by blind chance or
unconscious events. It is not possible

the |
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for evolutionists to explain, with any of
the claims they put forward, the
formation of the colors of creatures in
nature, their designs or symmetry.
Even Charles Darwin had to confess
this fact, even though he was the very
founder of the theory: I value the cases
of bright coloured, incubating male
fishes, and brilliant female butterflies,
solely as showing that one sex may be
made brilliant without any necessary
transference of beauty to the other sex;
for in the secases I cannot suppose that
beauty in the other sex was checked by
selection.Surely, no one who is wise
and reasonable can claim that the
supreme beauty we see around us,

mmetry in living things

colorful butterflies, roses, violets,
strawberries, cherries, all with their
dazzling colors, and parrots,
peacocks, leopards, in short, the Earth
with all its magnificencehas come
into existence by chance.

Allah created all living creatures
along with their features. The
knowledge of Allah surrounds us
everywhere. There is no god but He.
This is maintained in the Qur'an in this
way:Allah, there is no god but Him,
the Living, the Self Sustaining. He is

| not subject to drowsiness or sleep.

Everything in the heavens and the
earth belongs to Him. Who can
intercede with Him except by His
permission? He knows what is before
them and what is behind them but
they cannot grasp any of His
knowledge save what He wills. His
Footstool encompasses the heavens and
the earth and their preservation does not
tire Him. He is the Most High, the
Magnificent (Surat al-Baqara: 255).

If evolution had really taken place
then living organisms should have
developed by gradual incremental
changes and continued to change over
time. But the fossil record shows the
exact opposite. Different groups of
organisms appeared suddenly with no
similar ancestors behind them, and
remained in their original state for
millions of years, undergoing no
changes at all.

Magnificence of the luminous creatures

ne of the

best-known

luminous

creatures is

the firefly.
Scientists have spent years
of research trying to produce
a light as efficient as the light
produced by fireflies.
Fireflies achieve maximum
efficiency and lose almost no
energy.

In fact, it is quite amazing
that a creature is able to
produce light yet, at the same
time, is not affected by the
heat of this light. Because, as
we know, during light
production made by today's
technology, heat certainly is
created and this heat is
emitted outside as thermal
energy. Therefore, for this
reason, creatures which
produce light should also
suffer harm due to exposure
to high heat. However, the creatures
producing light are not affected by the
heat they produce, because it is weak.

They produce a kind of light called
"cold light" and their body structures
are designed accordingly. Fireflies are
actually a type of beetle which
produces yellowish-green lights by
means of chemical reactions inside

their bodies. Fireflies, which flash
their lights to recognize one another

or to give mating signals, use
different lengths of flashes according
to their species. In addition, in some
species, it is the male who flashes
first to attract the female, while in
other species, the females do the
"calling."

Some fireflies use their lights in

selfdefense. They flash to
warn enemies that their taste
is unappetizing. Besides
fireflies, a number of other
insects, various sea creatures,
and many other types of
species produce their own
light. Each species has diffe
rent characteristics. These
include the manner of light
production, the fields of their
usage of light, and t he
lengths and kinds of light they

produce.
Who  furnished these
creatures ~ with  systems

through which they produce
the type of light they can
make use of, and then
maintains the continuation of
these systems? It is not, of
course, the creatures
themselves. It is not pos sible
for complex organs capable of
producing light yet not
harming the creatures of
which they are part in the process to
have come into being as the result of
coincidences.

All lumino wus creatures are
evidence of the supe rior power of the
creation of Allah. Allah introduces us,
through these creatures He has
created, to the evidence of His
endless knowledge, wisdom and
might.
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The Youth Forum section is an uncensored space for youth-related issues written by Yemen Times readers.

Top 10 ways to
overcome
tragedy & loss

By: Ms. Lakshmi Devi P K
Engineering Secretary
Mavenpick Hotel, Sana’a
littlelachu@yahoo.co.in

ife is fraught with

setbacks of different

magnitude most of which

can be successfully

averted if one is armed
with the right attitude and if one takes
reasonable precaution at the nick of
moment.

The following tips my help:

1. Surround yourself with positive
people who will act as your support
group. This is vital to your overcoming
the problem at hand. These people will
be there for you through your time of
need and will act as your emotional
crutch when needed.

2. Never be afraid to ask for help or
something you need. For example, if
tragedy has caused you to be too
emotionally unstable to finish your
homework, ask for an extension. Talk
to your teacher (s) after class and
explain what’s going on. Chances are
excellent that they will understand.

3. Remember that it is okay to cry. If
you feel the need, by all means let the
tears flow! it will release some tension
and can help you breathe better and
even feel a little less burdened.

4. Teens often feel we are alone in an
issue when the truth is that millions of
people all over the world could be
going through the same thing.
Remember that you are not alone. If
you feel like you don’t have anyone to
reach out to, there are places you can
go to discuss your feelings.

5. When tragedy occurs, many of us
blame ourselves. It is important to

remember that even if you were there
you probably could not have prevented
the unthinkable from happening. Even
if you could have prevented it, you
need to come to a place of acceptance
that, for whatever reason, it just did not
work out that way. Some things in life
occur at a moments notice and there is
nothing any of us can do about them.
One thing we can do in a situation of
this nature is to try to deal with it the
best we can, whether this entails
reaching out to others or taking time for
ourselves.

6. It is important to find an outlet for
all the emotions you are feeling
whether its writing, playing music,
talking to friends, etc. You may also
want to set aside a time each day that’s
just for you where you can cry or just
let out all your emotions.

7. Everyone has different ways and
time frames of dealing loss. There is no
time limit when it comes to mourning
the loss of someone.

8. Try to find comfort in the things
you once did. This is very important
since you need to find something to
numb the pain.

9. 1If you feel that what you are going
through is too much for you to deal
with, try to get some professional help.
You can talk to counselor, or got to a
youth meeting, etc.

10. Remember all of the good times
you had. In the event of a death, believe
that the person wouldn’t want you
crying because they’re gone but
celebrating how fortunate they were to
live the life they had. Try to find
another perspective, for example, they
are just starting a new adventure and
needed more than this world had to
offer.

How do you spend your holidays?

By: Radhi yahia Alradhi
English Teacher
alradhinet@yahoo.com

olidays at proper
intervals are very
important for people
to refresh their
energy.

As the old rhyme says

“All work and no play

Makes Jack a dull boy”

Holidays are like stations on the
journey along the high road of life.
Continuous work with out break may

injure the health and end up with tire
or fatigue rendering life cheerless
and monotonous.

Short holidays, as weekends and
festivals send people to their work
with renewed zest and energy and
they become refreshed and recharged
to do their work again.

Students and teachers, in schools
and colleges, are usually very eager
to welcome holiday after they have
finished an academic year of study.

Yet how do they spend their
holidays? The answer may suggest a
clear difference between a useful and
a useless holiday.

The holiday is misused if it is spent
in stupid idleness, or in an
exhausting round of exciting
amusement or any other unhealthy
and useless pursuits.

The student or any other person,
may come back to his work tired,
listless, and uninterested. In this
case, the holiday instead of dong
well may do harm much more than
steady work can do.

The holiday is more useful, if
some one goes out into clean and
pure air of the country and lives
healthily enjoying games and sports
and reading useful books or learning

useful skills.

Howerver, one should not be
completely idle. Change of
occupation is rest, and if some one
has little regular work it makes his
holiday not only healthier but more
enjoyable and useful and he is sure to
come back to his work with renewed
energy and interest.

For that, parents have to take care
of their children’s holiday and
engage them in learning new skills
and taking them in journeys to parks
to have some fun and make their
children’s holiday more useful and
fruitful.

Western cultures effect

By: Abdulkreem Al-Aawage
abdulkreem_h_alawage@yahoo.com

ulture isn't the information

we get from our heritage or

from the other cultures

merely. It extends beyond

that strongly. It is a series of
behaviours, and modes of life affect the
society it enters or practices it It is a
method of life actually.

And as we are similar to the other
nations affect and influence each of other
and because of our weakness of the artifi-
cial side before the superpower countries,
they enforce their culture on our societies
directly or indirectly. It is a natural result
to influence the people each of other
because the world becomes a tinny vil-
lage react with all factors and elements
around it . We are not out this reactions a
Yemeni nation or as Arabic and Islamic
nation. Therefore, we have to be aware of
this large sea of habits, traditions, meth-
ods and behaviours coming from the West
or from the East and affect us negatively.
We can't seclude ourselves, too, from the
recent globalisation, as we are organs
share in forming its gesture even on the
social level.

However, e has got our special habits,
traditions, and culture, which have got
their features, and characteristics, too.

They are influenced strongly because
they are not out of the persons they
believe them and take them as a style for
life. Then, we will be affected through the
dealing and reacting with those cultures
It is so obvious now that effects through-
out the hair dress cutting, and the differ-
ent fashions at the both sexes, males and
females of our youths. It may extend
beyond that really as to believe our
youths some negative thoughts about
their religion or culture. We are not
against any culture refers back with the
benefits on our society and nations.

So, we have take some steps to
enhance our beliefs and confidence in our
religion and culture as following:
Mosques Imams, may preach about these
effects and the way we have to trace to
strengthen our confidence in our culture,
specially by giving examples from the
past and recent time .TH same role can be
taken by the local intellectuals through
out their different performances.
Governmental and non-Governmental
organizations can face such phenomenon
using the sessions consternating on the
great features of our culture.

Moreover, the different media which
has its significant influence on the mass.
Finally, the social figures have an impor-
tant deal of influence on the people as we
are still considered tribal society.

Life’s what you
make it

By: Shahid Perwej

English Teacher

Sam Yemen International School
Shahid_perwej@yahoo.co.in

f you take interest, evince enthu-
siasm and do something beyond
the sphere of your routine duties,
you are bound to excel and attract
success. There is always a better
way of doing any job and if you wish to
excel, you must find that better way.

By actively seeking that better way of
doing a thing, you are already on the
march, on your way up and making
progress. The great and constant urge to
do better to bring about improvement
and to accomplish more is the mark of
self motivated and dedicated leader.

Good things do not happen because
we merely desire them or even deserve
them. Instead, we have to make them
happen by our iron will, hard work,
sweat and toil. Life is what you make it,
whether winning a bride or battle, face or
fortune, power or position, health or
wealth, success comes through positive
thinking, planned action and profound

enthusiasm.

If success is to come to you, you must
play your part to encourage it by staking
faith and displaying confidence. When
you firmly believe in yourself and what
you are seeking to accomplish as your
life’s missions, you will generate a force
which will drive you to the successful
attainment of your goal. If you believe in
yourself others will automatically
believe in you.

The leader who is fully confident of
himself and of his ability to accomplish
his task will radiate a certain pervasive
influence which will inspire others to
repose confidence in him and follow his
leadership with zeal and enthusiasm,
your disposition and attitude rather than
your position or possessions will ulti-
mately decide your success and happi-
ness. Your tomorrow depends entirely
what you do today. In a nutshell, life is
what you make it.

The pathway to success is paved with
sweat and toil and only those who ven-
ture to convert dreams into reality or the
impossible into possible can claim the
crown.

Universal Crossword

Edited by Timothy E. Parker

ACROSS
1 Cornmeal concoction
5 Some meet at corners
10 Brightest cohort
14 Middle Eastern muck-a-muck
15 Like Audubon’s interests
16 Feverish state
17 Jewish calendar month
18 Big-nosed Muppet
19 Hamstrung, e.g.
20 Knowledge and then some
23 Board partner
24 Harper Valley grp.
25 Millennial Church member
29 We like them boring
31 LAX datum
34 It has a flat neck
35 Cookie with filling
36 Among other things
37 What Bill Gates has, you’d think
40 Pirouette pivot points
41 Lousy eggs?
42 Cliched
43 Do the wrong thing

44
45
46
47
48
56
57
58
60
61
62
63
64
65

To be, to Tacitus
Dissertation

Go downhill willfully

It can comes before dawn
Eternal trip

Inner tubes, geometrically
Acne years, for many
No longer spouses
Study, and then some
Upright

Little row

Odium

Is venturesome

Certain British party member

DOWN

West, of films

Wrinkly tangelo

Stay away from

Word with brother or sister
Baseball great Honus
Circumvent

Curse of wool

Pass time idly

ONOOGRWN =

“NO END IN SIGHT” by Travis Holt

9 Seasonal road clearer
Lightweight wood

Dated expletive

Form of wrestling

Swarm

Iron girder

Possessive pronoun

Turtle shell

Part of a wedding vow
Comparatively fit

Singer Kiristofferson
Mountain ridge

Becomes one with another
Fashionable Perry

For the full band, on a score
Fire remains

Milo’s partner in a film
Take off the coat

Took a firm stand

It's a gas!

____out (barely make)

Has faith in
Ooze
Explorer
Engrave
Nick Charles’ wife

Mild expletive

Part of Doris Day’s theme song
Express derision

Finch’s home

Public art show, e.g.

Time unit

Swine pen

de Leon
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Bonn appetite!

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Made in Yemen - Ramadan delicacies

Every issue, we will bring you recipes of a number of Yemeni traditional foods made especially during
Ramadan. We will also provide you with health tips regarding some of the food items for your benefit.

Ma’souba:

Ingredients:

1 cups flour

3 cups wheat

Pinch of salt

- cup Ghee

Pressed dates according to taste (6
dates is recommended)

Warm water for making the dough

Madarah (Yemeni stone bowl used
for cooking) - optional

Instructions:

Making the bread:

1. Mix the flour with the wheat and
a pinch of salt for taste and make
a soft dough with the warm water

ABCD

2. Leave to rest for 10 minutes

. Heat wide pan or oven

4. Cut the dough into 2 pieces or
one piece if pan is less than 10
inches wide

5. Make a thick layer of dough by
spreading it to about 10 inches
in diameter

6. Place into pan and roast until
golden from one side or in the
oven Flip bread upside down to
cook the other side until golden
(if cooking in traditional oven
“Tanour” no need for flipping) —
bread needs to be half done

w

Preparing the Ma'souba:
1. If using Madarah, heat it first
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2. Heat the ghee a little

3. Make sure the dates are soft

4. Cut the still hot bread into small
pieces and place in the bowl —
because the bread is half
cooked it could be scrambled

easily
5. Mix it with the ghee and the
dates and make sure the
mixture is homogenous
6. Serve hot
Note:
If you can’t make the bread at
home, then use ready-made

Malouj but it won’t be as tasty or
as soft when mixing with ghee
and dates.
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Ma’souba is a typical Yemeni dish that is very nutri-
tious and easy on the stomach.  PHOTO BY FaTiMA AL-AJEL
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Health benefits of Masouba

This dish is a typical Yemeni dish
that is very nutritious and easy on
the stomach. It contains wheat and
dates, which are very healthy, and it
contains ghee, which is a good
energy source.

Importance of wheat:
Wheat is the most important cereal
crop in the world and ubiquitous in
our culture. Bread, pasta, bagels,
crackers, cakes, muffins and other
wheat containing products line our
supermarket shelves and fill our
grocery baskets. It is luck for us that
this popular grain is available
throughout the year. Wheat, in its
natural unrefined state, features a
host of important nutrients.

The researchers concluded,
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"Given that both a high cereal fiber
content and lower glycemic index
are attributes of wholegrain foods,
recommendation  to  increase
wholegrain intake may reduce the
risk of developing the metabolic
syndrome."

Eating foods high in insoluble
fiber, such as cereals and breads
made from whole wheat, can help
women avoid gallstones, shows a
study published in the July 2004
issue of the American Journal of
Gastroenterology.

Whole Wheat is a true Anti-
Cancer food. Research reported at
the American Institute for Cancer
Research (AICR) International
Conference on Food, Nutrition and
Cancer, by Rui Hai Liu, M.D.,
Ph.D., and his colleagues at Cornell
University shows that whole grains,
such as whole wheat, contain many
powerful phytonutrients whose
activity has gone unrecognized
because research methods have
overlooked them

Lignans Protect against Cancers
and Heart Disease and has
Significant Cardiovascular Benefits
for Postmenopausal Women.

Wheat bran is not the only star
when it comes to the health benefits
of wheat; wheat germ definitely
deserves its  "health  food"
reputation. The germ is the vitamin
and mineral rich embryo of the
wheat kernel that is removed during
the refining of whole wheat grains
to white flour. Packed with
important B vitamins, such as
folate, thiamin, and vitamin B6, and
the minerals zinc, magnesium, and
manganese, wheat germ is a top-
notch food that can be easily
incorporated into  casseroles,
muffins, and pancakes or sprinkled
over cereal or yogurt.

Source: whfoods.com
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Improve Your English: 296

I. What to Say

Situations and Expressions (93)

Wishes for a sister (ii)

sister is a jewel to a brother the glow of whose
A affection never diminishes under any

calamity. She remains a perennial source of
solace and bliss for him.

e Loving sister! ‘Anything you can do, I can do
better’, was our sibling motto, but when I look at the
individuals we both have grown into - you surely did
better. You are so sweet, sister.

e Never was a sister so loving, through and through,
more understanding or more loveable than you.
Never was there a sibling, who made such a dear and
faithful friend. Never was there a closeness like ours,
on which joy and happiness largely depend. Never
was there a bond so very strong and so very special
through and through, so very deep, so very true, and
so very wonderful, too.

* Each bloom is happy, dear sis, for your birthday is a
time to spread fragrance. And today every heart is
overjoyed to wish the best for someone whose
smiles matter a lot.

I1. How to Say it Correctly

Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

1. Talib live in the house next door.

2. She plans to go to the college after she’s finished the
school.

3. Did you buy any tomato when you went shopping?

4. T've never seen somebody that tall before.

5. There isn’t many traffic along the streets where I
live.

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

1. Shakeeris a lawyer, like his father.

2. For most of the journey there was clear blue sky.

3. Can you shut the door after you, please?

4. When I was young, I used to collect stamps as a
hobby.

5. For some reason, Tawfeek doesn’t want to come on
holiday with us.

III. Increase Your Word Power

(A) How to express it in one word

1. A cheerful person who likes doing things rather than
using his mind.

State of overflowing

Oozing out of drops of liquid

Small hole in cloth

Using cautious and slow strategy to wear out
opposition
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Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

1. Handover a fugitive foreign criminal to the proper
authorities of his own country: extradite (vt)

2. Lectures from outside a university: extramural (adj)

3. Perception of external events without the use of any
of the known senses: extrasensory (adj)

4. Going beyond what is reasonable in ideas, speech,
behavior: extravagant (adj)

5. Operating from the outside: extrinsic (adj)

(B) Words often confused

Bring out the difference in meaning of the following
pairs of words

abuse, misuse, disuse

concur, conquer

concave, conclave

concurrent, recurrent

hospitable, hospital
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Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

1. misappropriate (vt) (apply somebody else’s money
to a wrong, especially one’ own use): The
Accountant misappropriated the Faculty’s funds.
expropriate (vt) (dispossess somebody from an
estate): The defaulter was expropriated from his
property to recover the outstanding loan.

2. extant (adj) (manuscripts, documents still in
existence): The extant manuscripts of the deceased
poet have been published posthumously.
extent (n) (length’ area; range): I’'m amazed at the
extent of his arrogance.

3. contemporary (adj) (of the time or period to which
reference is being made): Contemporary trends in
English poetry were discussed at length by the
teacher.
extemporary (adj) (spoken or written without
previous thought or preparation): Although the
speaker spoke in an extemporary manner, the talk
was very informative.

4. erosion (n) (wearing away): Erosion of traditional
values among some sections of the youth is a matter
of concern for everybody.

corrosion (n) (slow destruction by chemical action
or disease): Scientists are researching how to prevent
corrosion of the antique monument due to the saline
climate.

5. contemptible (adj) (deserving or provoking
contempt; vile, base, mean): Those who are selfish
or self-centered are contemptible.
contemptuous (adj) (showing or expressing
contempt): He always shows contemptuous
behavior to the minority community.

(C) Synonym and Antonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the one
given at the top
1. assiduity
a. persistence
c. constant attention
d. unwearied in application
2. axiom
a. a self evident truth
b. a universally received principle
c. a postulate assumption
d. to consider worthy

b. diligence

3. baroque
a. vigorous
b. exuberant style in architecture and art
¢. whimsical d. flamboyant
4. boisterous
a. wild b. noisy
c. turbulent d. stormy

5. cacophony
a. a disagreeable sound
c. harsh sounding

b. discord of sounds
d. jarring sound

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

Word Synonym
1. ameliorate to improve
2. annihilate to put out of existence
3. anomaly irregularity
4. askance to look with suspicion
5. arrant downright

(ii) Antonyms

Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to the
one given at the top

1. debonair

a. inelegant b. safe
c. fashionable d. fresh
2. delicious
a. pleasant b. odious
c. sweet d. none of these
3. deviate
a. stray b. conform
c. abide d. change
4. diligent
a. careful b. lazy
c. intelligent d. harmless
5. emerge
a. disappear b. outcome
. appear d. none of these

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

Word Antonym
1. cryptic manifest
2. contemptible likeable
3. distinguished  ordinary
4. disparage appreciate
5. dissipate economise
(D ) Spelling

Choose the correctly spelt word
1. a.introgative

c. interrogative
2. a.immediately

b. intorogative
d. interogative
b. immedeately

c¢. immedetly d. immideately
3. a.journey b. journy
c. jorney d. jerney
4. a.knowledge b. knowlege
c. knolege d. knowlidge

b. litteerature
d. literateur

5. a. litterateur
c. literrature

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

1. grammar 2. heterogeneous
3. humorous 4. harassment 5. imitate
(E ) Phrases and Idioms

Use the following phrases in sentences
hold our horses

bite (some one’s) head off

run a mile

what’s up with

be not getting any younger
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Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

1. pluck up courage / screw up one’s courage (to
force oneself to do something, although one might
be feeling afraid or unwilling): She plucked up
courage and asked her father’s permission to go to
the party.

2. teething troubles (problems or difficulties which
occur at the start of something): The entrepreneur
faced teething troubles to start the project.

3. like a shot (very willingly or eagerly): My wife
jumped like a shot at the idea of going on the
excursion.

4. hit the hay (to go to bed): My eyelids are heavy with
sleep — I'm going to hit the hay.

5. take a shine to (someone/something) (to become
fond of someone or something): She seems to have
taken a shine to her classmate.

IV. Grammar and Composition

(A) Grammar

Verbs + prepositions

Fill in the missing verbs or prepositions in these

sentences

1. On her birthday, many friends came to — her.

2. In my dream, everyone was laughing — me.

3. You really — me of your brother. You look like him
and you sound just like him, too.

4. She was so terrified of speaking in the debate, she
was — with fear and her hands were shaking.

5. The court passed orders to prevent him — keeping

animals again.

I’'m not interested — — concert.

‘We might have a picnic tomorrow or we might not

— itall — on the weather.

8. As she didn’t know the town, she asked the bus
driver to tell her where to — off.

9. She — in passing her driving test at the third
attempt.

10. I have employed a nurse — looking after my baby
girl.

11. Our dog is very — at doing tricks.

12. She got top marks in all her exams, so her parents
were very — with her.
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Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

Requests and replies

1. Would it be all right if I did my homework in the
dining room?

Yes, that would be fine, as long as you clean
everything before dinner.

2. Would you mind if I made myself a cup of tea?

Of course not. The kettle’s just boiled.

3. Do you mind if I come back quite late this evening?
No, not at all. We’ll let you have a spare key, if you
like.

4. Is it Ok if my parents phone me here?
Yes, by all means. Do they know the number?

5. I was wondering if I could borrow your bicycle
tomorrow.

Sorry, that’s not possible. It’s got a puncture.

6. Would it possible for me to invite some friends over?
I'm afraid not. We’ve already got some other people
coming over.

Expand the central idea contained in the maxim
114: A BIRD IN THE HAND
IS WORTH TWO IN THE BUSH

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

113: THOSE WHO LIVE IN GLASS HOUSES

SHOULD NOT THROW STONE AT OTHERS
Most of us are susceptible to finding fault with others.
‘When we are critical of others we tend to forget that to err
is human. No one, including ourselves, is immune to
making errors at one time or another. Each of us is
fallible, each one of us is vulnerable. When we criticize
someone we assume that we are infallible. But ironically,
man’s greatest fallibility is his sense of infallibility. So a
wise man refrains from pointing accusing fingers at
others because he realizes that all of us are errants and are
in the same boat. We are metaphorically in a glass house
in the sense that we are surrounded by a fragile cover
which is brittle or easily breakable. If we throw a stone of
criticism or accusation, we are most likely to be paid
back by the same coin. Our bullet of criticism is most
likely to boomerang on us and hurt us. So we should
think twice before slandering or maligning any one. We
should do unto others what we want to be done to us.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran
“For them will be a Home of Peace with their Lord:
He will be their friend, because they practiced

(righteousness).” S6: A127
VI. Food for Thought
“I am still learning.” —Michaelangelo

Issue No. 987

UCAUIOn-

Translation:
A historical perspective

Moneer Al-Omari
alomari_mn@yahoo.com

t is difficult to give a certain

date for the beginning of trans-

lation, but it could be said that it

came into being with the exis-

tence of peoples and societies
speaking different languages. The
early form of translation was interpre-
tation.

The first traces of translation date
back to 3000 BC, during the Egyptian
Kingdom, where inscriptions in two
languages have been found.

In the west, translation became sig-
nificant in 300 BC, the time during
which Romans took over many ele-
ments of Greek culture, including the
whole religious system.

Arabic culture started to bloom with
the coming up of Islam. Islamic con-
quests made Arab people and Muslims
come into contact with different cul-
tures, among which were Persian and
Indian cultures in the east and Roman
and Greek cultures west wise.

Arabs and Muslims benefited a lot
out of these contacts as they came to
know about different cultures, slightly
more developed and civilized.
Muslims were not confined to reading
others’ scientific and philosophical
books only, they added to them and
also participated in them significantly.
With these contacts, translation started
to flourish, though it was basically

confined to individual attempts.

Translation, as a profession flour-
ished during the Abbasids Caliphate,
particularly under the reign of the
Caliphate Al-Mammon who set up Dar
Al-Hikma. This school of translation
was headed by Hunain bin Isaac and it
graduated a lot of translators and
brought out a lot of Greek scientific,
medical and philosophical classics.

Translators were doing their job in
accordance with their interests, and
they were handsomely paid. Hunain
excelled in translating medical books
although his translation was more or
less literal, while others excelled in
translating scientific or philosophical
books. Under the auspices of
Caliphates and supervision of Dar Al-
Hikma, most Greek classics, whether
scientific, philosophical or medical,
had been translated into Arabic.

In the 12th century, the west came
into close contact with Arabic culture
in the Moorish Spain. At that time, the
west was socially and culturally inferi-
or to Arabic and Islamic culture, yet it
was scientifically acquisitive and
receptive to new things and ideas.

With the collapse of the Islamic
state in Spain in 1492, the Teldo
School of Translation translated
Arabic books and Arabic versions of
Greek scientific, medical and philo-
sophical classics. Most of these books
were reference material for hundreds
of years.

Translation, over ages, has been an
important science. It contributed and
still contributes to the advancement of
nations. Translation is more important
in the present age, the age of global-
ization and new technology. We should
pay more attention to translation to
catch up with trains of advancement
and development; otherwise we will
lag behind other nations and people.

Where to, after school

Shareen Abdul Aziz
3rd year BDS,
Sana’a University,
Republic Of Yemen
. channaalpy@yahoo.com

emen faces a huge crisis
in terms of availability of
advanced education for
its students. This needs
to be recognized and
dealt with urgently, for mere exam
reforms are insufficient. The first set of
the ‘dreaded’ Board results are out and
will soon be followed by more, that
will see thousands of students and their
parents collapse into a whirlpool of
entrance exams, admissions and
‘stress’. Even as the government final-
ly seems to be waking up and has
announced a spate of measures to
reduce exam-related stress levels, one
wonders whether exams are the crux of
the problem, in so far as it is not certain
whether a student who gets above 90
per cent is good enough. What are the
other systemic weaknesses that should
be addressed to give the upcoming
generations a chance to participate
effectively as we evolve into a ‘devel-
oped’ country?
A large part of the stress building up
to the final exams stems from the need
to be in the top ten percentile of the

student population passing out of high
school, so that they stand a chance for
securing admission into a decent grad-
uate college. Obviously, and as every-
body in the education sector has
known for a long time, there are too
few options being chased by hordes of
aspiring young minds. As such, one of
the first key steps the government
needs to take is to significantly
improve the quality of the plethora of
institutions offering advanced degrees.
This would require a number of
actions. First, there must be regulatory
supervision that would require educa-
tional institutions to file information
reports on physical infrastructure and
the qualifications of teaching staff.
Then, the financial health of such insti-
tutions needs to be strengthened either
through a system of performance-
based incentives or greater flexibility
in fee structures, again with appropri-
ate regulatory guidelines.

But perhaps the key issue is that
there is an urgent need to make teach-
ing an attractive profession. At current
remuneration levels, it iS no surprise
that, with the exception of a few dedi-
cated teachers, it is the people with no
options or those who consider teaching
to be a low-level convenient activity
are the ones who end up becoming
teachers.

Every educational institution must
necessarily define a time-path for
achieving academic excellence. For
this purpose, it is important to define
the evaluation criteria for different
types of educational institutions.
Inability to achieve such excellence
over a specified time frame should
result in a management takeover.

Continued on page 2
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Literature Textbooks series: Focussing “learning in context”

Dr Frank R. Adams M.Ed.,
Dip. Ed., DPE, ILTM
former Associate Dean,
Moray House School of
Education, University of
Edinburgh

n May 2006 the Department of
English of Sana’a University
submitted its B.Ed. degree pro-
gramme in English for review
as part of a United Nations
Development Programme project®
(April 29 to May 3, 2006). I was a
member of the review team** which
met staff and students in the English
Department and looked at examples of
the resources used for teaching. The
review team was extremely impressed
by the teaching resources, the LTS
Literature Textbook Series, produced
by Dr Ayid Sharyan to support students

as they read and analysed key texts in
English literature as part of their aca-
demic studies. The review team was
impressed not only by the extent of
this series, which runs to more than 30
titles, but also by its quality verified by
the work produced by students.

I came to the series not as a special-
ist in the teaching of English but as an
educationist and one with a love of
English literature. What has
impressed me about the LTS series as
an educationist is Dr Ayid’s emphasis
on the importance of learning within a
context. The links between and
among the various ways in which we

* The project entitled
“Enhancement of Quality
Assurance and Institutional
Planning at Arab Universities”, is
sponsored, and supervised by the
Regional Bureau of Arab States of
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP/ RBAS). It
was launched in January 2002
and it completed till now two
phases that are executed by The
United Nations Office for Project
Services (UNOPS). Dr Ayid
Sharyan was acting as a UNOPS

understand and learn about the world
are, I believe, extremely important and
this view of learning is fundamental to
the LTS series;

‘...nobody can ever have command
over any language unless he/she has
studied at least some of the literary
masterpieces in the language con-
cerned. ... There was a time when
even students of medicine had to study
philosophy and divinity/theology along
with mathematics and the natural sci-
ences. In this age of specializations
some of us tend to think that the differ-
ent subjects can be divided into water-
tight compartments while the fact

consultant and as the Subject
Representative for a project to
organize external review mission
to his department.

** Dr Robert Schofield (Review
Coordinator) and Dr Frank
Adams, UK quality assurance
experts, Dr. Meziane Mohamad
(Director, Scientific Council,
Faculty of Social Sciences,
Universite’ d’'Oran Es-Senia, Oran
— Algeria), and Dr. Ali Ahmed Al
Madkour (Dean, Institute of
Education, Cairo University)

About the

series
Literature
TExtbook Series
(LTS) presented
by Dr. Ayid
Sharyan (M.A.,
Ph.D) of
Department of
English, Faculty
of Education, Sana’a University,
covers a critical review of a wide
range of textbooks in English and
American literature prescribed in the
Universities of Yemen.

remains that things are more interre-
lated than ever in this age and time...’
(Sharyan  (2004)  Foreword to
Introduction to Literary Forms (1))

Specialists may argue about the
selection of the prose and literature
that have been chosen but I believe
that the series does what it claims to do
— it provides a rich and exciting con-
text in which the students can develop
not only their skills of analysis but
their appreciation of literature as enter-
tainment, escape, a source of
moral/spiritual values, and aesthetic
pleasure.

Michael West’s contribution to teaching
English as a second/foreign language

Mr.Arif Ahmed Al-Ahdal
MA student
CIEFL, Hyderabad, India

r. Michael Philip West

(1888-1973) is one of the

most influential British

writers on ESL. He is

basically an educationist
and a psychologist.

He came to India in the 1920s. He
went to the undivided Bengal where he
taught English for a number of years.
There he noticed the language prob-
lems of the people, published a book

Continued from page 1

called Bilingualism and got his D .Litt
(Doctor of Literature). Furthermore, he
realized that the education system fol-
lowed the notion of filtering i.e. giving
government jobs only to the bright &
well-qualified members of the society
and all others were left unemployed.
This system resulted in educational
wastage i.e. a very high rate of school
drop-outs (those who failed because of
their inability to learn English) which
disturbed him a lot. He started thinking
of some ways to help these drop-outs
learn English. He thus came out with a
concept called Surrender Value i.e. the
proportionate amount of benefit
derived by any pupil from any uncom-
pleted course of instruction. In other
words, he argued that a class should
not be a preparation for the following
class. Rather it should be an end in
itself. He linked this ‘Surrender Value’
to Spoken English (SE). With the help
of a needs analysis survey, he realized
that Spoken English wouldn’t have a
great surrender value for the Indian

Thankfully, the mindset that the
successful people of the world are
either engineers or doctors, or IIM
grads, is changing, but we are woeful-
ly lacking in career aptitude testing
and guidance mechanisms, at the
school and graduate levels. In spite of
valiant efforts by some mainline
dailies to fill this gap, students, and
indeed their parents, are unable to
think beyond the clutch of options
that will yield the desired ‘successes’.

It may be useful for the government
to set up a ‘committee’ to chart out
various educational options leading to
alternative careers and maintain a
dynamic website, apart from using
other media, to inform interested par-
ties about the same. While doing so,
the committee could go into the issue
of the relative value and attractive-
ness of such career options to check
for effectiveness of regulatory correc-
tion. This relates to our current focus,
that is the relative value of teachers is
huge for the country but the attrac-
tiveness of teaching as a profession is
at the bottom of all career paths.

Yemen is poised to become an eco-
nomic super power. Its performance
on social indicators, however, contin-
ues to be abysmal. The government
needs some desperate help to provide
entrepreneurship capabilities in rural
areas, to take primary and secondary
education to poorer segments of the
society, to stem the spiraling rate of
school dropouts and to create aware-
ness on management of critical natu-

Where to, after school

ral resources such as water. Can we
devise a scheme wherein, in exchange
for a couple of years of life of a high
school graduate or an undergraduate
devoted to social service, we are able
to facilitate their access to a more
advanced educational qualification in
a quality institution? Can a partner-
ship of this nature emerge between
the academia and the governments?
What role can the corporate sector
play?

It will not be easy, but unconven-
tional methods have to be adopted.
Yemen has a huge crisis of advanced
education on its hands that needs to
be recognized and dealt with urgently.
Yet, the numbers of graduates that
emerge from the few good quality
institutions that we have in the coun-
try have the global marketplace to
choose from. The disparity is worth
studying. As we look at it today, the
government needs to take a longer-
term view and evaluate the human
resource base on which we hope to
sustain the country’s development.

Merely addressing the problem of
school leaving exams would make
only a marginal difference to ease the
stress on students. Shifting to the sys-
tem of grades would move the pres-
sure point from school exams to col-
lege entrance exams. On the flip side,
for those who would not like to, or
cannot, pursue further studies, the
option would be to provide high qual-
ity vocational training institutions and
career options.

learners as they wouldn’t use it with
their people who could only speak in
their mother tongue. He also realized
that SE would take a long time to
mature. Thus he thought further and
came out with the notion of “English as
a library language “, for which he
developed what he called the Reading
Method. In fact, reading was the alter-
native to him as it is an independent
skill that learners could develop on
their own if they happened to leave
schools. It is also true that for having
access to science and technology,
English was necessary. By giving
importance to the teaching of reading,
West was trying his best to reduce the
burden of Bengali learners who were
unable to speak English. He thought of
translating English books into Bengali
for people to read in their mother
tongue. But that was quite difficult
because of the huge number of English
books compared to the Bengali books
then. So he found that the only way out
was to teach the learners how to read in
English. He also felt that people might
become bilinguals and suffer the loss
of their mother tongue. Being a thinker,
he limited this Bilingualism to
“Restricted Bilingualism” so that
learners could be receptively bilinguals
(Reading) and productively monolin-
guals (Speaking).

When he looked at the existing
materials, he found two problems in
them i.e. they were not written by
experts in the field of ELT and that
there was a gap between the mental age
of the books \texts and the mental age
of the learners. Thus he started think-
ing about producing reading materials.
When he produced the New Method
Readers (NMRs), he had two princi-
ples in mind i.e. the lexical selection
(the selection and gradation of vocabu-
lary items with their spaced repetition
(the repetition of the new words at dif-
ferent times in the same text\ paragraph
and the lexical distribution principle
(the reduction of the new words and
increase of the running words (1-50).
In fact, this new Method of reading
(NMRs) was tried in 3 different
schools (an average high school, a bad
middle school and a good government
school that taught English using tradi-
tional methods and it worked wonders
in the 3 schools with a difference in the
time of the reading improvement. To
his astonishment, West found that the
learners’ reading improved not only in
English, but also in their mother tongue
(transfer value) which was an unex-
pected gain. The said reading materials
(NMRs) consisted of a Main Reader
i.e. a collection of stories or a simpli-
fied novel presenting the selected new
words, Plateau Readers i.e. supplemen-
tary readers to reinforce what’s been
introduced in the Main Reader, a

Student’s Companion i.e. a list of com-
prehension questions and a Teacher’s
Handbook containing instructions to
the teachers.

It is also important to mention that
when the vocabulary and grammar
control movement began in the 1920s,
different people came out with differ-
ent lists .That is, there was no consen-
sus on a particular list and thereby
there was a chaos. Therefore in 1934,
Thorndike, Michael West, Palmer and
Forset were invited to New York, com-
missioned by a funding organization
and asked to:

(a) evolve a set of criteria ( the use of
frequency counts , the structural value
of a word, subject range of words ,
words with a definition value and the
universality of the word for doing the
work) and

(b) apply these criteria and arrive at
a list of words ( Core Vocabulary) .

They did so and submitted the report
called ‘The Interim Report for
Vocabulary Selection “that got pub-
lished in 1936.Three out of these four
Applied Linguists lost interest in the
work and the remaining one i.e.
Michael West worked further and came
out with the General Service List
(GSL) in 1953.

Michael West’s contributions to
ELT, as explained earlier, include his
work on vocabulary control (GSL), the
Reading Method, NMRs, New Method
English Dictionary, etc. It is worth
mentioning that Michael West prepared
all these materials with systematicity,
scientificity, respectability and sophis-
tication. He is, indeed, a part and par-
cel of history and has currency and rel-
evance even today.

TEACHER EDUCATION (6)

The craft of teaching: Its
genesis and development

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
Department of English
University of Science and
Technology, Sana’a

ducation is the process by

which a person’s mind and

character are developed

through teaching, or through

formal instruction at a school
or college. It is the process in which our
thoughts get structured and refined.
Educational system in any country, con-
trary to being amorphous lacking sub-
stance and direction, is modeled on the
matrix of the traditional value system so
as to inculcate in the individual a self-
generating motivation for self-actualiza-
tion. This is supposed to be the end
product of teaching.

What is teaching

Cambridge Intellectual Dictionary of
English defines teaching as giving
(someone) “knowledge or to instruct or
to train (someone).” According to
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English, teaching means “to show
somebody how to do something” or to
“change somebody’s ideas.”

Teaching is an activity, which is char-
acterized by a definite character. If we
try to understand the history of the term
“teaching”, the word “teach” comes
from the Teutonic term “taikjan” mean-
ing “to show”, “point to”, “call attention to
acts, events, objects by signs or sym-
bols”. Obviously to teach implies show-
ing someone something.

Teaching is an indigenous behavior,
an ancient behavioral structure with its
origin lost in antiquity. The need for edu-
cation emerged out of the compelling
need to transmit the folk culture, habits,
customs, to successive generations. In

(QUESTIONS Box

Any guesses?
1.What is the difference between
‘magazine’ and ‘journal’?
2. What is a ‘ghost-writer’?
3.What does the idiom
mean?
4. What is the meaning of ‘glitterati’?
5. Distinguish between the following
sentences:
a) Are you going to Aden?
b) You are going to Aden, aren’t
you?

‘In limbo’

Suggested answers to the

previous lesson’s questions

1.‘loo’ is the shortened form of the
French word ‘gardez I'eau’ (‘leau
being pronounced as ‘loo’).
‘Gardez I'’eau’ means ‘beware of
the water’. In Europe before
indoor plumbing and sewers
developed, people threw out

human excreta out of the window.
In French, the person throwing out
the human waste used to shout
‘gardez l'eau’. As soon as the
people on the street heard this,
they used to run away from the
window.

2.The ‘undertaker’ is a man who
buries people.

3.(a) ‘I had my dinner’ refers to an
event in the past.
(b) ‘I had had my dinner’ is used
when we refer to an action in the
remote past before another action
in the recent past.

4.The phrase ‘Thin on top’ is used
in respect of a man who doesn’t
have much hair or who is balding.

5. A ‘General Purpose Vehicle or
‘GP” was used during the World
War Il to indicate a jeep. ‘GP later
became ‘jeep’

the dawn of civilization, when there was
no language as a symbolic system to
communicate ideas, the primitive man
must have learned non-instinctual
behavior by imitation. Subsequently, as
the complexity of culture increased, the
need was felt for evolving a more organ-
ized system of transmission of ideas
and information, leading to the begin-
ning of more systematic procedure of
teaching.

This system was initially confined to
showing and telling. Eventually, it
evolved into a more complex behavioral
structure or pattern to serve the inter-
ests of tribal welfare. The modern sys-
tem of teaching is an off-shoot of this.

To teach is to “show”. It appears to be
simple, but has complex ramifications,
some of which are as follows:

To show implies
- to reveal one’s feelings
- to direct a person attention to some-

thing
- to guide behavior
- to make clear analytically
- to make clear by comparing
- to make evident by logical steps

Historically, trial and error, showing
and telling, intervention and improvisa-
tion were the elements of ancient mode
of education which were retained
through the ages and became integral
parts of education in culture after cul-
ture.

The earliest teacher were the medi-
cine men, sorcerers, priests although
they were not designated as such. As
primitive societies advanced the craft of
these professionals became institution-
alized and, consequently, teaching
became more formal and more explicit
as a distinct form of behavior.

Components of teaching

Teaching is not only a natural form of
behavior but also an inter-connected,
inter-dependent and composite system.
As the present sophisticated or devel-
oped form of teaching consists of
teacher, learner, materials and learning
context, similarly the primitive form of
teaching included agents, subjects,
ends and circumstances. The circum-
stances consist of learning tools over
which the agent (teacher) has control.
Conditions are the setting under which
the material means (learning tools) are
used and over which the agent has
much less control. The ends are the
learning dividends or outcomes consist-
ing of the skills to be developed in the
subjects. The agent is a jug full of
knowledge. He is the bearer of knowl-
edge superior to that of the subjects
(learner). It is he who is the torch-bear-
er and who guides the learning.

In the advanced stage of teaching,
the components became much diversi-
fied so much so that teaching became a
complex phenomenon with lots of new
insights from related fields such as psy-
chology, sociology, philosophy, applied
linguistics, so on and so forth.
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n its traditional sense, culture is
that realm of human life which is
opposed to the barbarian and
which distinguishes the human
from the sphere of the merely natural.
It constitutes a set of values and codes
that regulates social relations and
manners as well as the production and
consumption of art products. This
evaluative orientation of culture was
emphatically asserted from the later
part of the nineteenth century, with the
emergence of the ideology of progress
fostered by industrialization and the
consequent growth of a huge mass of
working class that threatened to sub-
sume the Arnoldian ‘sweetness and
light’ in the welter of materialism and
utilitarianism. Today this normative
sense of culture is not only marginal-
ized, but also its very basis — the
authenticity of the moral and aesthetic
assumptions — is interrogated. The
questions of perfection, decorum and
social discipline seemed relevant at a
time when class distinctions were
taken for granted, when the elite-mass
binary was treated as a natural aspect
of social formation. However, with the
spread of technology and education
and the mass media, the very basis of
the social organization is now under
radical critical scrutiny. Cultural
Studies, as an academic project, seeks
to address itself to a descriptive task of
approaching culture as “a whole way
of life, material, intellectual and spiri-
tual” (Culture and Society xiv). In
other words, Cultural Studies seeks to
investigate culture as a multi-discur-
sive phenomenon that is mobilized in a
number of different discourse includ-
ing Mills & Boon, television soap
operas, superman comics and James
Bond films, which have been tradi-
tionally dismissed as outside the canon
of cultural discourse. Culture is not a
storehouse of materials that constitute
a canon but a concrete embodiment of
the real condition of existence. It
describes the ways in which societies
make sense of the common experience
of its members. Cultural Studies aim at
salvaging what was once derided as
mass or popular culture from the mar-
gins of social discourse and thus pro-
poses a revisionary version of culture
that eschews all paradigms of the
Arnold-Leavis-Eliot tradition.

The most distinguishing feature of
the contemporary Cultural Studies
project is its problematisation of popu-
lar culture, its attempt at decolonizing
“high” culture and legitimizing the
study of those social and material
practices that have been traditionally
undermined as unworthy of rigorous
academic inquiry. The debate center-
ing round elitism and populism as
dichotomous stances is being increas-
ingly trivialized, generating a great
deal of ideological polemics about the
legitimacy of existing political and
social structures and relations. Elitism
is associated with such ideas as aes-
thetics, taste, cultivation, discrimina-
tion, sensibility and humanity and has
a tendency to identify culture with
some social classes and to dissociate it
completely from others. It upholds
certain values as sacrosanct and as
grounded in certain beliefs such as tra-
dition, continuity, judgment and com-
petence. Popular culture, on the other
hand, can be seen as providing space
for producing and reproducing the
actual arena of conflict and contest
that constitutes social relations of
everyday life. Elitism, as Stuart
Hampshire aptly suggests, asserts that
in every period of history, “a minority
of otherwise intelligent persons,
including artists, are deeply interested
in one or more of the arts, and have
devoted a considerable part of their
lives to their involvement with them,
and to thinking about them. The judg-
ments of artistic merit by such per-
sons... are the best guides to artistic
merit that we have” (TLS 13 May
1977). Populism, on the other hand,
stoutly repudiates the Arnoldian-

Leavisian position that popular culture
is elitism’s antithetical other, and
shifts attention from the concept of a
canon of ‘high  cultural texts to an
inclusive focus on all discursive and
material practices. Contemporary
Cultural Studies subverts the conven-
tional sense of ‘official culture’ that
“demands moments of attention that
are separated from the
run of daily life”
(Chambers 120). It
seeks to investigate
culture as a set of activ-
ities, which is lived,
which constitutes
everyday life. This is
what Iain Chambers
implies when he speaks
of popular culture as
offering a “democratic
prospect for appropri-
ating and transforming
everyday life” (13).

In repudiating all

Popular
culture can
thus become an
instrument of
resistance, a
form of
defiance, a
weapon with

forms as soap operas, jokes, folk nar-
ratives, rituals and euphemistic modes
in which figures of authority are
mocked in satires and comedies. Quite
often, it elicits passions that are both
familiar and novel. While it is custom-
ary to look at popular culture as a form
of entertainment that is available to
large numbers of people cutting across
social barriers, implicit
in this perception of
popular culture is its
ability to make people
feel things and experi-
ences sensations, its
ability to move us. As
Simon Frith says, “Pop
songs do not ‘reflect
emotions... but give
people romantic terms
in which to articulate
their emotions” (123).
In articulating emo-
tions, popular culture,
as John Street remarks,

distinctions between . “links us to a wider
elitist and popular cul- whlch state world. Part of the
ture, contemporary pleasure of soap operas
Cultural Studies power and is their endless playing
Priviliges ~ “counter- out of everyday moral
hegemonic”  culture, state control dilemmas, posing
Gramsci developed the questions and suggest-
concept of hegemony can be ing answers to our

in the 1930s whose
central assumption was
that in certain historical
periods, the dominant classes exer-
cised social cultural leadership and by
these means rather than by direct coer-
cion of subordinate classes, they main-
tained their power over economic,
political and social institutions. As
Graeme Turner puts in the British
Cultural Studies, “hegemony offers a
more subtle and flexible explanation
than previous formulations because it
aims to account for domination as
something that is won, not automati-
cally delivered by way of the class
structure” (212). In this context,
Althusser’s distinction between state
power and state control seems quite
relevant. State power is
maintained by what
Athusser calls repres-
sive structures, which
are institutions like the
law courts, prisons, the
police and the army,
which are operated by
external force.
However, the power of
the state is also main-
tained more subtly, by
seeming to secure the
consent of the citizens,
using what Althusser
calls ideological struc-
tures or “Ideological
State  Apparatuses”
(136). These are politi-
cal parties, schools, the
media, religious insti-
tutions, the family etc.
which foster an ‘ideol-
ogy’, a set of ideas and
attitudes, which are
sympathetic to the aims
of the state and the
political status quo.
Thus, each of us feels
that we are freely choosing what is in
fact imposed upon us. The crucial
aspect of the notion of hegemony is
that it operates not by forcing people
to concede power to the already pow-
erful, but by their willingness to be
subordinated. Hegemonic culture
attempts to define culture from the top
down. It eventually acts as an insidi-
ous instrument of power, as what
Foucault calls ‘governmentality’,
which is made possible by the con-
struction of experts, institutions and
disciplines such as medicine, psychol-
ogy and psychiatry, which can wield
power through producing “myths of
truth” (“Space, Knowledge and
Power” 239). Gramsci’s counterhege-
monic culture resists this disciplinary
power and proposes alternative formu-
lations that challenge mainstream cul-
ture and promote non-traditional
forms of cultural expression.

Popular culture undermines the
hegemonic effects of ‘governmentali-
ty’. It challenges dominant culture by
providing what John Scott calls “a hid-
den transcript” (37) in which is writ-
ten, “the anger and reciprocal aggres-
sion denied by the presence of domi-
nation” (38). Popular culture can thus
become an instrument of resistance, a
form of defiance, a weapon with
which state power and state control
can be challenged in such carnivalistic

challenged

popular culture
has reified every
aspect of human
life leading to
the perception
of personality
that “scarcely
signifies
anything more
than shining
white teeth and
Jfreedom from
body odor and
emotions”

worries about what we
should do”(9).

This view of popular
culture as a form of protest against
subordination, as embodying actual
feelings and passions of the majority
of people and as an alternative and
legitimate mode of cultural expression
is of course in contra-distinction to the
concept of culture-industry, first
developed in Dialectic of
Enlightenment (1947) by Horkheimer
and Adorno and later promoted by the
Frankfurt school. The culture-industry
suggests that (a) culture has been com-
modified in late capitalism: cultural
artifacts are produced in order to be
exchanged for money; thus degrading
culture and diminishing its emancipa-
tory possibilities and
(b) people are narco-
tized to accept a subor-
dinated relationship to
the giant colossus of
corporate cultural pro-
duction: the relation-
ship between produc-
tion and consumption
is one-sided, with pro-
duction driving con-
sumption through the
media of advertising as
well as through facili-
tating easy access to
entertainment such as
switching on the elec-
tronic receivers. These
views, which imply
that the pervasiveness
of mass media has
alarmingly led to the
reification of culture,
seemed sensible when
the Marxist concept of
a proletariat as an
exploited and deprived
class seemed real in
the early capitalist
regimes. But today, in the ambience of
late capitalism, the capitalist-proletari-
at distinction has lost validity as peo-
ple shrink from being identified as
workers, as employment opportunities
expand, as technology replaces much
of the manual labor and as the pur-
chasing power of the people increases,
leading to the so-called workers pos-
sessing telephones, television sets and
refrigerators. Mass media have now
made ‘the high culture’ easily accessi-
ble to a wide audience, and this is par-
ticularly true of the television viewers.
Conditions of open society and con-

sumerism have facilitated uninhibited
expression of all that was once consid-
ered uncivil and immoral. All these
changed conditions of social, econom-
ic and political realities have led to the
reconstitution of the parameters of cul-
ture in terms of a radical shift from
normative injunctions to a descriptive
discourse that crazes all binary distinc-
tions and is distinguished by its capa-
ciousness to incorporate diverse
insights, positions and social realities.
Today the works of high culture are
produced in exactly the same forms as
those of low culture: the paperback,
the cassette, film, radio and television.
Thus it becomes impossible to differ-
entiate between high-cultural and low-
cultural products in terms of their rela-
tion to the market, further, the perva-
siveness of mass media has obliterated
the hierarchical relationship between
the high and the low, between the pop-
ular and the elitist. The relations
between domination and subordina-
tion, as John Frow remarks, have been
modified in the twentieth century by
the formation of mass audiences which
are inclusive rather than exclusive.
This seems to be particularly true of
the audience for television which is
constructed as a homogenous group of
viewers across social classes” (24). It
is perhaps for this reason that the
Birminhgm Centre for Contemporary
Culture studies, founded by Richard
Hoggart in 1964, has engaged itself
basically with Gramsci’s hegemony
theory rather than with the assump-
tions of the Frankfurt school. Stuart
Hall defines the objectives of the
Birmingham Centre in terms of study-
ing all expressive forms such as lan-
guage, media, myths and symbols
“within which the society conducts the
dialogue with itself.” The Birmingham
school, whose initial critical engage-
ment was with the working-class cul-
ture, stresses on a broad definition of
culture that rejects high-low distinc-
tion and treats all cultural expressions
as legitimate. It envisage the cultural
totality of a society in terms of both
the artifacts such as texts, films and
other art products, and the practices
and processes of production, distribu-
tion and reception. It seeks to dissolve,
as Simon Frith aptly observes, the
three-fold distinction of culture as
“art”, folk discourse and popular dis-
course (Diacritics, 21:4:109) into what
Raymond Williams calls “the study of
relationship between elements in a
whole way life” (The Long Revolution
62).

In erasing distinctions between the
elitist and the popular, Cultural studies
legitimates and celebrates popular cul-
ture and repudiates the elitist view that
it is only a shadow phenomenon. It
denies all forms of cultural stratifica-
tion and defends popular culture as a
site. where the social relations of
everyday life are produced and repro-
duced. Contrary to the fear of Adorno
and Horkheimer that popular culture
has reified every aspect of human life
leading to the perception of personali-
ty that “scarcely signifies anything
more than shining white teeth and
freedom from body odor and emo-
tions” (167), contemporary cultural
studies asserts that it is in the process
of active consumption of popular cul-
ture which constitutes, in the words of
P. Willis, “the vibrant symbolic life
and symbolic creativity of everyday
life, everyday activity and expression”
(1) that our “collective and individual
identities” (6) are formed. Through the
consumption of popular culture, as
John Fiske remarks, people can make
meanings for “social identity and
social experience from the semiotic
resources of the cultural commodity”
(37).

Yemeni learners’
strange attitude

Ibrahim Mahfoodh
ibrahimenglish77 @yahoo.com

aterials, teachers and
learners as well as
the situation (the
classroom) in which
the three interact
with each other are the main pillars of
the teaching process. If one of them is
affected, naturally it affects the others.

“Crescent English” lately captioned
“English Course For Yemen” is cur-
rently the compulsory textbook for
teaching English during six years of
schooling. The course is introduced at
the 7th class when students are about
12years old.

In my perception, students at the 7th
level are mature enough and are able to
acquire English in a better way than is
suggested in the prescribed textbook. I
have been teaching English in 7th level
(1st preparatory), 8th and 11th and the
12th levels (3rd secondary level).

I have noticed that Yemeni learners
are very enthusiastic to learn English

even though the situation of TEFL in
Yemen is facing a lot of problems.

Students are found to be doing well
in English in the 7th class (the 1st year
where English is introduced to them).

But surprisingly, the more the stu-
dents progress with the course, the less
enthusiastic they become and face dif-
ficulty in communicating fluently. It is
intriguing to observe that instead of
acquiring more proficiency, they lose
their already acquired English in suc-
cessive stages. A student completing
the 7th level is endowed with good
English, but he/she loses a lot of this
English in the beginning of the follow-
ing year (8th level ) and so forth.

e Is this change due to material or
students negligence to consolidate
what they have studied so far?

e Does the problem lie in the
methodology of teaching?

* Is the teacher the reason behind
this impasse?

In my view, the problem mostly
refers to the students’ dwindling atti-
tude and motivation due to primarily
the unsuitable methodology followed
in teaching. The methodology of teach-
ing which is followed in our Yemeni
schools tends to be forcing students to
merely memorize rather than to apply
the linguistic knowledge to communi-
cate.

I would like to call upon my fellow
teachers to try and make their classes
as communicative as possible.
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oys and games play a cru-

cial role in cultivating

some skills and talents in

kids and children.

However, not all dolls and
games are suitable for all children or
kids.

The makers of these things are sup-
posed to manufacture them according
to psychological characteristics of the
specific ages of children or kids.

But ironically, there are hundreds

and thousands of dolls and games
without any educational advantages.
They are without any utility. In most
cases they do not conform to the mini-
mum criteria of manufacturing. You
buy such dolls now and they do not
sustain even for some hours.

With the help of suitable toys, we
have to grow many skills and talents in
children and kids such as forming
shapes, solving puzzles, helping them
get some experience in problem solv-
ing.

However, the reality is quite oppo-
site. We see in all our large and small
shops and in the souk in general trivial
toys and bad games that generate bad
habits and cause sometimes great
injury to our children’s sensibility. One
such toy is the different types of pistols
that instills killer instincts in sensitive
children.

Therefore, if we want to achieve the
educational goals. We have to choose
what suits our society and benefits our
children.

SCIENCE QUuiz LINE

Tick (v’ ) the most appropriate
choice

1. Most of the DNA in higher
organizms have apparently no
function. It is known as
QO Selfish DNA
O Junk DNA
O Repetitive DNA
O All the above

2. The oldest of all
ecosystems is

Q) Tropical rain forest

U Estuaries

O Coral reef

U Mangroves

the

3. Pollination by wind is known
as

O Anemophily

O Entomophily

O Zoophily

O Hydrophily

4. All warm blooded animals
with hair who are members of
the vertebrate class are:

O Reptiles

O Mammalia
O Aves
QO Osteichthys

5. What is the literal meaning of
‘Dinosaur’?

O Large creatures

0 Ancient creatures

O Extinct species

Q Terrible lizards

Suggested answers to the previous

issue’s questions

1. The food chain will not begin in
the absence of producer.

2. During blood clotting plasma
(fibrinogen) is converted into
fibrin.

3. The source of nectar is
communicated to other
honeybees by performing dance
of particular shape which is
Figure 6.

4. TIsotopes are characterized in

having same number of
neutrons.

5. The full form of HP is Horse
Power.
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Did you know that Foreign
Language Exams need special
studying techniques?

By: Kathy Steinemann

tudying for an exam can be a

nail-biting ordeal. However,

foreign languages require a

slightly different approach

than many other subjects.
Here are some tips that will help you
score higher on your next test. Many of
the tips can be applied to other fields of
study as well.

Prepare Well in Advance

Don’t procrastinate until the night
before a test to crack open your notes
and textbooks. Careful preparation can
save last-minute anxiety and pressure.

Even if you have a good command
of English sentence structure and rules,
you should purchase a comprehensive
grammar textbook. An excellent
knowledge of your own language will
make any foreign tongue easier to
learn.

Whether you find it on the internet
or in a library, make sure that you have
access to some foreign language prose.
Short stories in parallel translation are
an excellent choice. Spend a few min-
utes every day reading. Be sure to say
each word aloud or whisper the words
as you speak. This will reinforce for-
eign language speech patterns.

Familiarize yourself with the pro-
nunciation and syllable emphasis of
unknown words. To accomplish this,
you *must* have a high-quality foreign
language dictionary.

Whenever you encounter unfamiliar
lesson material, skim through it and
make mental note of new grammatical
concepts and vocabulary. Then go

through it again, slowly and compre-
hensively.

Prepare your written assignments as
soon as you receive them. The time
interval between preparation and due
date will allow you to reflect on what
you have done, making corrections and
revisions, and thereby receiving a
higher mark.

If you are experiencing difficulty
with specific words or phrases, devel-
op a mental-image jogger. For exam-
ple, if you cannot remember that the
German word for ‘crow’ (die Kr_he) is
feminine, think of a big black crow
with large red lips and curly blonde
hair. The more outrageous the image,
the more likely you will be to remem-
ber the material.

Try preparing your own self-quizzes.
The entire process is educational, and
will quickly reinforce your learning.

Save every piece of paper handed
out in class. What seems inconsequen-
tial at first may later prove to be of
great value.

Capitalize on Empty Time
How much time do you spend watch-
ing television? Every hour of North
American TV contains about 20 min-
utes of commercials. Don’t raid the
fridge or daydream during commercial
breaks - study! Amazingly, your brain
will correlate these sandwiched breaks
with material you are watching on the
tube, and your learning will progress -
even during the 40 minutes per hour of
viewing time.

If you spend more than a few min-
utes every day on bus or subway com-
mutes, be sure to take along some

study notes. Even in ‘standing room
only’ you can often accomplish a few
minutes of effective studying with a
clipboard and a few pages of vocabu-
lary printouts.

Forget the Last-Minute Rush
Ensure that your notes are *always*
up-to-date. Spending a few minutes
daily hitting the books is much more
effective than last-minute cramming.
Not only will you be less stressed, but
the knowledge is more likely to remain
with you over the long term.
Reviewing notes just before bedtime
works well. Your brain is adept at col-
lating, correlating, and filing while you
sleep.

24 Hours Before the Examination
The night before your exam, go to bed
on time and get a good sleep. If you
have some information rolling around
in your head that is likely to keep you
awake, jot it down and review it the
following morning.

Just before you write your exam, eat
a light meal that has a good combina-
tion of carbohydrates (for immediate
brain glucose) and protein (for delayed
glucose release). Try something like a
whole-grain bagel with ham accompa-
nied by a piece of fresh fruit. Go easy
on the coffee and soda. A full bladder
during an exam can be uncomfortable
and extremely distracting. (Don’t for-
get to use the restroom before sitting
down at your desk!)

Get organized - right now - and you
will be rewarded with higher marks on
your next quiz or test.

Source: articlesfactory.com

What is the main function
schools performs?

By: Paul Jones

tudying at school is remark-

able in several ways. For a

lot of people a school

becomes the first place

where they get basics of

education and, what is very much

important, schools provide children

with socialization. Actually, a child

spends a lot of time at school, receiving

not only knowledge but communica-

tion options as well. Indeed, nowadays

schools perform social role to a very

large extent and this social function is

gradually taking the first place, putting

educational function to the second
place.

Nowadays in civilized countries sec-

educational and social paradise for
pupils, the other one can only develop
students’ frustration and dislike of
schools.

More and more people put under
doubt the level of secondary education
quality. Those sharing this position cite
Mark Twain who ironically claimed, “I
have never let my schooling interfere
with my education”. Though ironical,
this statement has some seriously con-
sider the way schooling is performed.
Observers point to the fact that second-
ary schools play more and more social
role, providing children with socializa-
tion and communication opportunities.
Indeed, schools teach children not only
knowledge but relations between peo-
ple. So it may have too negative conse-

pupils’ needs and talents, a student will
rather buy essay than prepare it inde-
pendently. So, motivational function of
schools should also be paid tribute to
and developed. It is perfect if schools
do provide students with opportunities
to learn and get a proper basis of edu-
cation in order to step to the next stage
of education and get a degree. Even a
school research paper may turn into the
base of a serious project. Thus schools
will nourish future scholars rather than
burying someone’s talents. Schools
should also give options of full-fledged
communication, feeling of community
and thus bring up students. Really, a
school in the person of a teacher brings
students up; and if a student grows an
independently thinking, mature per-
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Konark (temple of the

By: Anil K Prasad, Ph.D.,

Associate Professor of

English, Faculty of Arts,
. Ibb University.

The wheel of time

drawn by the horses

of the sun god -

The horses - broken down

by the constant hammering
of the head mason Time -
are lying on the ground with
the carvings of human figures

posing to procreate — Seekers
of blessed bliss

on the walls of temples
tempting the visitors to ogle
at them.

From the crowd

the newly-wed couples

watch with awed amusement

Why and how they harmonize
the devotion for

R, ,—*“-H\l/\m !
human flesh and blood
with their search of soul
The crowd consist of
common people unaware of
the philosophy of vedanta,
only bhakti, only shradha

With devotion they sit
cross-legged and take prasad
and keep and carry some

for their kith and kin

Stones stun, smiles talk
take our imagination
and blend emotion with passion

Elephant's huge trunk,
truncated horse's head.
Chandrabhaga is away, but

sun visits everyday

and hears the cry

of bemoaning masons

and the sailors today

can no longer see

the dark profile of the sun temple
far out in the bay of Bengal.

Konark is one of the 13th century
sculptural marvels in Orissa, on
the eastern coast of India.

LETTERS TO THE PRESENTER

Dear Dr. Sahu

| express my appreciation for your

indefatigable work and your

continual support to young writers.

On behalf of the readers | wish you

health to continue the good work.

Ali Alsofyni

alsofyni@yahoo.com
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The study of literature

The study of literature is not merely
going through genres as the novel, the
short story, the epic, etc. To study liter-
ature means to practice a language, to
acquaint us as readers with the forces
which motivate human beings and
show the place of the individual in the
society and in the universe. Moreover,
literature provides the reader with
intense and unique experiences
ordered to give him the aesthetic
pleasure that accompanies his appre-
ciation of that literary work.

The study of some form of literature
is common in our daily use of lan-
guage. But the question that arises
then is why is it important for a foreign
learner to study literature? It is impor-
tant because what is written in the

realm of literature is a
part of our daily life, a
part of our language
competence. For
example, telling a
story is one way of
learning and practic-
ing a foreign lan-
guage. It is fun to raise the listener’s
expectation and keep him in suspense.
This is what is called practicing a lan-
guage. In short, literature is a treasure
and its study is like exploring that
treasure. But what is very important is
how we can get some jewels from that
treasure trove!

Awaad Abu Al-Ghaith
English Department
Faculty of Education, Mahweet

My love

Charm’s embellished
On your lips

Words flowed out in
A rhythmic order.

Time doesn’t hang
| sit near you

An innocent soul,
An angelic heart.

Your steps echo

Sensitive emotion

Love generates happiness
And instills life into me.

As a flower, you are over burdened
With butterfly’s rotation
And dew drops.

Who am 1?7
| find you on my way, shining.
Your charm enters my heart and blood
| feel stronger than before.
Khalida Abdullah Al-Hamdi
Level 4
Faculty of Arts and Education,
Amran

The Broken Heart

Love every where;

But every thing goes away
Love every where

But the birds flew away

Lovers, Lovers, Lovers,
But all the heart was dead
Lovers, Lovers, Lovers,
My poor heart shied

Every thing was changed
Blood, Blood, Blood,

My heart just imaged
How it died and stopped

Love every where,
O, what a pity!
Love every where
But no body loved me.
By Ahlam Al- Awkabi
Level 4
Department of English, Faculty of
Education, Sana’a University




