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SANA’A, Dec. 3 – There has never been
a better time to invest in youth in devel-

oping countries, or so says the World
Bank Development Report 2007.

With the challenges facing developing
countries as they struggle to achieve
Millennium Development Goals, it
seems there’s a window of opportunity
by investing in youth.

More than one in four people are in
search of jobs in the Middle East and
North Africa region. According to the
report, although unemployment rates are

highest among both
youth and adults,
the good news is
that youth are more
educated and
healthier than older
generations.

The MENA
region has approxi-
mately 100 million
young people aged
12-24 and the num-
ber of young peo-
ple in these coun-
tries will peak in
the next 25 years.
Nations differ – for
instance, Egypt is
set to experience an
extended peak
between 2010 and
2030, while Iraq
and Yemen won’t
peak for another 20
years or more.
Furthermore, the
report says 300,000
young people under
age 18 recently
have been involved
in armed conflict
and another 500,000 have been recruited
into military or paramilitary forces.

“Such large numbers of young people
living in developing countries present
great opportunities, but also risks,” says
François Bourguignon, the World
Bank’s Chief Economist and Senior
Vice President for Development

Economics.
“The opportunities are great, as many

countries will have a larger, more skilled
labor force and fewer dependents. But
these young people must be well-pre-
pared in order to create and find good
jobs.”

Continued on page 2
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By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, Dec. 3 — The Global Fund
has granted Yemen $32 million to fight
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis,
Minister of Health and Population Dr.
Abdulkarim Rasa’ announced
Saturday.

“Yemen has been awarded $14 mil-
lion to fight AIDS, $12 million for
malaria and $6 million for tuberculo-
sis,” Rasa’ stated at the opening cere-
mony of the fourth regional meeting of
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria in the
Middle East.

Held for the first time in Yemen, the
Global Fund regional meeting con-
cludes today.

Yemen is one of the Middle Eastern
nations suffering under the burden of
these three diseases. Ministry of Health
statistics reveal that 60 percent of
Yemen’s population is at risk from
malaria, which is one of the nation’s
biggest health challenges.

Although Yemen has made progress
in its fight against the disease – for
example, epidemic infection in the
Tihama, located 226 km. west of

Sana’a, has dropped from 46 percent to
11 percent – Yemen remains one of the
most malaria-affected countries in the
Middle East, with an estimated
800,000 cases annually, according to
the World Health Organization
(WHO).

Regarding TB, Yemen’s National
Tuberculosis Institute registered 9,063
cases in 2005. Studies show that an
individual with untreated, active tuber-
culosis can infect 10 to 15 others every
year. If left untreated, the death rate for
such active TB cases is more than 50
percent.

HIV/AIDS specialists working in
Yemen say actual figures are higher
than those provided by the Ministry of
Health. According to the ministry, as of
this past April, there were 1,821 indi-
viduals living with HIV/AIDS in
Yemen. Of those, 417 had AIDS while
the rest were HIV-positive. At least 60
percent of the total was male, 44 per-
cent were children and 45 percent were
foreigners. However, the 2005 WHO
report estimates the number of
HIV/AIDS patients in Yemen at
11,600.

Continued on page 2

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, Dec. 3 – The government pre-
sented its 2007 general budget proposal
to Parliament for approval earlier this
week. The proposed budget totals YR
1.375 trillion, thus exceeding 2006 budg-
et estimates by 40.72 percent or YR 397
billion.

The 2007 financial statement attributes
such an enormous budget to the positive
effect related to an expected increase in
oil prices, as well as increasing tax rev-
enues and improved national economic
performance during 2007.

Minister of Finance Saif Al-Asali read
the financial statement at this past
Saturday’s parliamentary session,
chaired by Speaker of Parliament Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar, in the
presence of Prime Minister Abdulqader
Bajammal and other cabinet ministers.
The statement estimated a YR 300 mil-
lion increase in foreign funding and in-
kind grants from YR 19.6 billion for
2006 to YR 19.9 billion for 2007.

Estimated 2007 budget revenues are
YR 1.434 trillion, compared to YR 1.42
trillion in 2006 – a YR 392 billion
increase or 37.62 percent.

Total public spending for 2007 is esti-
mated at YR 1.62 trillion, compared to
YR 1.17 trillion in 2006, which is a 39
percent increase.

The operating budget for wages,
salaries, commodities, services, transfers
and grants is re-estimated at YR 1.22 tril-
lion, which includes YR 329 billion in oil
product subsidies. If that portion is
excepted, compared to what’s referred to
in the General Budget Law, the operating
budget will decrease by that amount, YR
329 billion. The high operating budget is
attributed to increased payments owed to
retired employees of military and civil
institutions.

Al-Asali clarified to Parliament that
capital expenditures are re-estimated at
YR 301.3 billion. The road sector tops
the list of expenditures, receiving
approximately YR 50 billion in domestic
funding and YR 13.1 billion in foreign
funding.

As a result of a government commit-
ment made before Parliament, the state
exerted sincere efforts to control public
spending, whether in the operating budg-
et or capital expenditures, Al-Asali
explained. However, the budget deficit is
expected to amount to YR 188.3 billion,
equivalent to 4.73 percent of gross
domestic product. The targeted budget
deficit is only YR 172.3 billion, equiva-
lent to 3.9 percent of estimated 2006
GDP.

If the budget deficit is counted before
aides, which reflects the ability to cover
state spending, more effort to rely on
available domestic financial resources
becomes a must.

Al-Asali pointed out that the budget
deficit is expected to total YR 224.3 bil-
lion, equivalent to 5.63 percent of
expected 2007 GDP. He expects foreign
funding to contribute YR 40 billion,
which is equivalent to 9 percent of
expected 2007 GDP.

In presenting its proposed budget, the
government said it will provide all
requirements necessary to support the
armed forces and security apparatuses. In
this regard, lunch, uniform and mainte-
nance allocations owed to military and
security forces were raised.

Regarding the third five-year plan
jointly approved by Parliament and the
Shoura Council, the government speci-
fied 2006-2010 priorities of reducing
dependence on oil as its main income
source and introducing new sources. The
general budget proposal considers this
point by reducing repeat expenditures
and using available resources to fund
investment in promising sectors. The
proposed budget also covers public insti-
tutions’ assistance in improving public
services.

Concluding its statement, the govern-
ment said it expects more fruitful cooper-
ation between legislative and executive
authorities, further indicating that

Parliament studied the project in order to
achieve economic goals to enhance mon-
etary and financial stability and improve
citizens’ living standards.

Many MPs commented on the finan-
cial statement’s content, which caused
Prime Minister Bajammal to clarify sev-
eral inquiries by MPs, pointing out that
the 2007 general budget comes as an
implementation of parliamentary recom-
mendations.

Parliament approved referring the
financial statement and the state’s gener-
al budget for fiscal year 2007 to a special
committee presided over by Deputy
Speaker of Parliament Ja’afar Sa’eed
Basaleh, finance committee members,
heads of permanent committees and
heads of parliamentary blocs.

The state also named its representa-
tives to discuss 2007 general budget proj-
ects with Parliament’s special committee.
Government representatives include the
ministers of finance, local administra-
tion, planning and international coopera-
tion, civil service and security, oil and
minerals, the state for Parliament and
Shoura Council affairs, the governor of
the Central Bank of Yemen and the
deputy ministers of finance, and planning
and international cooperation.

Islah’s Bafadhl comments on the pro-
posed 2007 budget
Abdurrahman Bafadhl, head of Islah
Party’s parliamentary bloc, asserted that
the government has changed nothing but
the date with regard to the budget. Facing
increasing revenues, the government
increases its spending and never rational-
izes expenditures.

“Every year, the government mentions
a small budget deficit nearing 5 percent,
but by the end of the year, it demands
additional allocations equivalent to 40 to
50 percent of the total budget. Every
year, the government breaks the constitu-
tion and financial law and spends large
sums of money without Parliament’s
approval,” the MP reacted.

“Like last year, the government took
$2 billion, which is equivalent to YR 420
billion. It says it sells oil for $30 per bar-
rel, whereas it’s priced internationally at
$50-70. It spares nothing of the oil rev-
enues,” he explained.

“The government said it exported 39
million barrels of oil in 2006; however, it
exported 60 million barrels in 2005. How
can the quantity be reduced by 50 per-
cent?” Bafadhl wondered.

“Government doesn’t tackle any issues
related to water and electricity, price
hikes, unemployment or poverty. It does-
n’t work to fight corruption or improve
citizens’ living standards, nor does it hear
what MPs say,” he added.

Bafadhl hopes the Yemeni government
will use additional allocations to tackle
such issues because he says the majority
of citizens receive nothing of their rights.
He also hopes it will grant local councils
more administrative and financial author-
ity to help address various social and
economic issues.

“The government lies via official
media, particularly as it still exercises a
system of centralization. If the govern-
ment quit the centralization system and
gave each governorate its projects to
implement, it would be a great move
toward development,” he concluded.

Global Fund grants Yemen
$32 million to fight diseases

Government presents
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Participants at the fourth regional meeting of the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in the Middle East.

Abdurrahman Bafadhl

World Bank Development Report 2007: Development and the Next
Generation discusses priorities for government action across five youth
transitions that shape young people’s human capital: learning, working,
staying healthy, forming families, and exercising citizenship.

The full length for each bar shows the unemployment rate
of youth in a single country, the light segment shows the
unemployment rate of adults in the same country.

While Yemen’s natural resources are on the verge of perishing 

“There has never been a better time to invest in youth”
Population of youth, millions

Unemployment rate (percent)
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Aden 
Parks administration 

building lands
Dec. 2 — The parks  administration will
construct 17 parks in different districts in
Aden in 2007. The areas will be provid-
ed with playing fields for children, irri-
gation nets, fountains, cafeterias and
other public services according to Salah
Al-Raei, the manger of the administra-
tion of parks and trees. Specialist com-
panies will carry out the project cooper-
ating with parks administration.   

Hadramout
Abuzz with honey production

Dec. 2 — The manger of the honey
office in the University of Hadramout for
Science and Technology said the bee
farms in Hadramout produce about
1,591 tons of honey annually and they
export about 295 tons. He added that
Hadramout is considered as the top gov-
ernorate in exportation and importation
honey in Yemen according to the infor-
mation on the farm statistics for 2006. 

Lahj 
Veterinarian services for animals

Dec. 3 — The veterinary's administra-
tion of farm and irrigation office held a
training program for 139 trainees in Laj.
Additionally, they treated more than
30,000 sheep from different areas in Laj
and the veterinaries gave medication to
animals to fight parasites. The program
helped with many people who train ani-
mals to increase the awareness of ani-
mals value to the national production.

Raimah
Heavy rains destroy 

Al-Taaem district
Dec. 3 — The secretary general of the
local councils, Abo-Alfathal Al-Saidi,
visited the damaged region which is
affected by the heavy rains in Al-Taaem
district in Raimah. The heavy rain
destroyed many houses, citizen’s posses-
sions and arable lands. The raining also
damaged the new main street which join
the two Al-Taaem and Al-Jabien dis-
tricts. The work of building these streets
are still going on and concluding open-
ing and paving new ways according to
Al-Saidi. 

Sana’a 
Tourism investments in 
Yemen through media

Dec. 2 — The Ministry of Tourism and
the Arab Tourism Organization signed
an agrrement for investment and for the
improvement of Yemen’s tourism sector.
The two groups agreed to set up a facto-
ry to produce entertainment equipment
for theme areas. They also plan to estab-
lish a center for hotel and tourism train-
ing in Yemen and to promote tourist
investment in Yemen through satellite
channels, tourism magazines and news-
papers.

Exhibition for aesthetics 
of fasting in Yemen

Dec. 2 — On Tuesday the exhibition
"The Aesthetics of Fasting – Ramadan in
Yemen" by the German photographer
Ralf Backer opened at The German
House. The professional artist took these
photographs during an October visit to
Yemen. The exhibition emphasized the
aesthetic dimension of fasting during
Ramadan.  The exhibition contributes to
the Yemeni and German friendship. The
show continues until Dec. 9.

Training guide for
minimizing illiteracy

Dec. 3 — The chairman of Illiteracy
Eradication Body, Ahmed Abdullah,
held a meeting with the Director of the
US Agency for International
Development in Sana'a, John Rally.
They reviewed the completed steps in a
project to prepare a training guide for
illiteracy eradication in accordance with
requirements of minimizing illiteracy in
Yemen. They agreed to hold a meeting
with the field team, which is formed by
the two sides, and to discuss with a num-
ber of experts what has been accom-
plished thus far. There will be a work-
shop in January to approve the training
guide.

Taiz 
The second period for

free medical encampment 
Dec. 3 — The Ministry of Health
launched, at Khalifah Hospital, the sec-
ond period for free medical surgery
training. There were 26 specialists and
consultants participating in the clinic by
the medicine college of Sana'a
University, Al-Thawra, Al-Kuwait and
Al-Jumhury Hospitals. The medical
training aims to carry out more than 500
free surgery processes in different med-
ical specialties. The Ministry of Health
has held 12 free medical clinics through
2006 as a move to improve the health
status in rural areas.

In brief

Continued from page 1

Dr. Fawzia Gharamah, executive
manager of the National AIDS
Program, confirms that Yemen has
purchased $982,000 worth of med-
ication and modern medical equip-
ment to enable two centers – Al-
Jumhury Hospital in Sana’a and
Aden Hospital – to offer free AIDS
testing. She noted that the medica-
tion will be distributed according to
WHO standards for treating AIDS
patients.

Created in 2003, the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria has committed more than
$435 million over two years via 56
grants in 18 Middle Eastern and
North African countries. Nearly
$185 million of this amount has
been distributed to date.

“The Global Fund’s fourth region-
al meeting aims to define the fund’s
impact in Middle Eastern and North
African nations,” Rasa’ noted,
adding that the meeting isn’t limited
to governmental representatives,
like usual. Rather, it also includes
representatives of civil society
organizations and private sectors
that influence fund activities and the

health sector in general.
Attended by approximately 150

participants from the Middle East
and North Africa, the meeting seeks
to review such countries’ experi-
ences in fighting these three dis-
eases. Rasa’ remarked, “In our cur-
rent era, nations are in great proxim-
ity to each other. Moreover, the
world has come to resemble a small
village. Therefore, disease threatens
all of us and epidemics penetrate our
geographical and political borders to
infect and disable our citizens.”

According to Global Fund’s
deputy executive director, while the
prevalence of HIV/AIDS remains
low in the Middle East, it has
become a generalized epidemic in
countries such as Pakistan, Somalia
and Sudan. Additionally, many
Middle Eastern nations are highly
burdened by TB, namely Djibouti,
Egypt, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

She pointed out that the Middle
East also is far from being free of
malaria, as morbidity and mortality
rates continue to be high in Chad,
Djibouti, Sudan, Somalia and
Yemen.

The report further lists the main
challenges facing youth in the
MENA region as:

• Finishing secondary school,
especially in areas where quality of
education is low and poverty is
increasing.

• Obtaining the right skills for
jobs in the local private sector, find-
ing a job and entering the labor
force.

• Dealing with social norms that
limit education and work for
females.

• Assessing health care for preg-
nancy-related illnesses.

• Having better access to informa-
tion (to strengthen decision-making
skills).

According to another World Bank
report, because of Yemen’s misman-
agement of natural resources, the
country could consume its water
and oil reserves in less than 15
years. In its report, the World Bank
warned that unless fundamental
reform takes place and new oil
resources are found (one-third of the
oil reserve already ended by 2003),

the total reserve will end by 2012.
The same report shows a huge

decline in national GDP, which
reached the lowest level of $530 in
2005. Moreover, the severity of
child malnutrition has placed
Yemen as second worst around the
world in this aspect.

In a related issue, a recent gender
gap survey conducted by several
researchers from Harvard
University, the London Business
School and the World Economic
Forum, women’s labor force partic-
ipation is only 30 percent of the
total workforce. This means there’s
a lot of potential to increase
women’s participation to its opti-
mum potential by focusing on
young women. However, one of the
main challenges in Yemen is that
social norms can affect whether or
not young women succeed in the
labor market. 

The World Bank Development
report urged Yemen to seize the
young window of opportunity to
invest in the future before the aging
process closes it.

Global Fund

World Bank

SANA'A, Dec. 3 — A workshop
involving taxes and tax reforms was
inaugurated yesterday, Dec. 2. The
workshop was organized by the
General Union for Commerce and
Industry Chambers in collaboration
with Washington-based Special
International Projects Center.

"There are no new taxes to be
imposed during the coming period,"
said Mohammed Al-Hawri, deputy
minister of Planning and
International Cooperation. 

He also declared the maximum tax
capacity reaches 15 percent while the
actual tax mounts to 10 percent and
the government aims to eliminate tax
and customs evasion and upgrade the
performance of tax administration to
minimize the shortage of financial
resources.

Taxes, according to Al-Hawri, are
not materialistic as they have
economic and social objectives and
the state tries to balance between
these objectives.

The workshop discussed
development mortgages and tax
administration as presented by the
International Finance Organization
and they also discussed reforming tax
laws, income and sales taxes
presented by the General Union for
Commerce Chambers.

For his part, Mohamed Al-

Maitami, union of commerce general
manager, said the workshop will last
for one week and Yemen's
development partners will discuss the
nature and mechanisms of tax
systems in Yemen to fit with current
variables and requirements in order
to ensure the flow of national,
regional and international
investment.

He further declared the tax system

does directly influence the economic
development and tax imposing
increases the volume of savings
which play a great role in capital's
financial structure.

The governments, according to Al-
Maitami, use taxes to assist with the
increase of government expenditures,
stressing the importance of making
balance between the different
functions of taxes.

SANA'A, Dec. 3 — Investigations
show the fire on Nov. 21 at the
Ministry of Higher Education was
intentional and petroleum was used to
set fire to the ministry's ground floor
and destroy ministerial documents,
said Saleh Basurrah, the higher educa-
tion minister.

"Security investigations and chemi-
cal and physical examination of the
fire site showed the substance used to
set the fire is petroleum and that the
electricity network is unimpaired,
which means the fire wasn't caused by
an electrical fault. There is criminal
intention behind the incident," said the
ministry’s statement.

The fire broke out on Nov. 21, only
days after the ministry formed a com-
mittee to investigate corruption cases
of forgery concerning students sent
abroad on scholarships. 

Over 700 students are the victims of
corruption as their scholarship appli-
cations were ignored and the scholar-
ships were given to students who did-
n't meet the legal conditions.

Basurrah made it clear investiga-

tions are ongoing to discover the
arsons. He affirms the incident would-
n't affect the performance of his min-
istry to weed out the corruption in his
department and improve the situation
and problems of sending students to
study abroad. He further noted his

ministry will follow up those involved
in forging scholarships and strict
measures will be taken.

The fire destroyed many of docu-
ments from the corruption cases, but
no one was reported injured in the
incident.

New reforms prevent new taxes

No new taxes to be imposed during the coming period," said Mohammed
Al-Hawri, deputy minister of Planning and International Cooperation. 

Arson behined Higher
Education incident

Fire  broke out at the `Ministry of higher Education and destroyed many
documents on Nov. 21. PHOTO BY AL-MOTAMAR.NET

Red sealing wax covers the door to Al-
Rai Al-Aam newspaper marking the
forced closure by the public prosecu-
tion.

The closure is the result of the
court’s decision last week whereby the
newspaper will not be printed for one
year as punishment for republishing
the Danish cartoons.

Under the same verdict the prosecu-
tion arrested Al-Rai Al-Aam’s Editor
in Chief Kamal Ali Al-Aalafi – he was
released on bail by the Attorney
General last week.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate's
Council appealed to the President
Saleh to close the case file of the
papers that published the Danish car-
toons and demanded to quickly close
the claims file citing false and unjust

action against Alhuriah newspaper, the
Yemen Observer and especially the
independent Al-Rai Al-Aam newspa-
per.

"It has been a hasty, suffered and
surprised decision in the same time,"
said Saeed Tabit, the first agent of the
Press Syndicate.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
has expressed its shock at this ruling
and its disapproval of the verdict
against Al-Rai Al-Aam newspaper.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
described the case as defensive, while
the press prosecutor and the Capital's
East-West Court, which issued the ver-
dict, considered it a political case.

"There will soon be an urgent visit to
the Supreme Council of Justice in
order to close the case file," said Tabit.

Doors closed due to
Danish cartoons

Al-Rai Al-Aam red sealed by the press and publication persecution.

SANA’A, Dec. 3 — The Specialized
Penal Prosecution began investigating
22 people in Yemen because of suspi-
cion of connections to Al-Qaeda.

The 22 suspects plotted to launch
terrorist operations against local and
western interests in different parts of
the country, according to media
sources. 

“The suspects constitute a danger-
ous terror cell, trained by Fawaz Al-
Rabe’i, who was killed by security
forces in his hideout north of Sana’a,”
said the same sources. “The suspects
are expected to stand trial after the
prosecution investigate them for the
two suicide attacks by four Al-Qaeda
members against two oil installations
this past September.

“Among the terror suspects is the
top aid of Al-Rabe’i, who was found

guilty of bombing the French super-
tanker Limburg off Al-Mukalla shore
on Oct. 6, 2002.”

The security authorities consider
Fawaz Al-Rabe’i the main plotter of
the foiled terrorist attacks on the oil
installations in the governorates of
Mareb and Hadramout. 

According to the media sources, the
security authorities accuse some of the
suspects of having connections with
the botched terrorist operations against
local and western institutions.

This past September two suicide
assaults on two oil installations were
botched. The four terrorists were all
killed when they used four cars loaded
with explosives in their attempted
attack on the two oil installations.

Later in the month the security
apparatuses discovered large quanti-

ties of explosives and other arms in
Sana’a. 

The anti-terrorism forces killed both
Fawaz Al-Rabe’i and fellow suspect
Mohamed Al-Dailami in Bani
Heshaish, 30 km northeast of Sana’a
(Al-Rabe’i was found guilty of bomb-
ing the French supertanker and killing
a policeman while he was hunted by
police. Al-Rabe’i had an accomplice
under the name of Saleh Mujalli, one
of those who escaped the political
security jail this past February.

The jail escapees included Jamal Al-
Badawi, who was convicted of bomb-
ing the U.S. Destroyer Cole and
killing 17 American sailors aboard. Al-
Badawi’s sentence was reduced from
lifetime to 15 years, but he was still
jailed when the security authorities
captured him following the jailbreak.

Prosecution investigates 
22 Al-Qaeda suspects

ADEN, Dec. 3 — The new Turkish
School in Aden was inaugurated
Saturday, Dec. 2 by Aden's Deputy
Governor Abdulkarim Shaeef together
with Ahmed Al-Dhulai, assistant
deputy governor of Aden, Colonel
Abdullah Mahran, chief of Aden secu-
rity department and Jamal Bukheet,

manager of the of Turkish schools
branch in Aden.

The deputy governor toured the
school and he was briefed about the
school's components, including differ-
ent departments and teaching means.

The school adopts an English teach-
ing system with highly qualified teach-

ers together with literary subjects in
Arabic taught by Yemeni teachers.  

Further, the school organizes differ-
ent activities, ranging from sports and
music to literary competitions, aiming
to upgrade the educational process and
exchange experience to build a genera-
tion armed with knowledge.

International Turkish 
school branch inaugurated



The bodies of hundreds of victims of
typhoon Durian have been buried in
mass graves in the central Philippines
as rescuers said that more than 1,000
people could have been killed.

Hopes of finding any more
survivors have faded as emergency
workers and residents continue to dig
bodies out of thick mudslides
triggered by heavy rains.

Senator Richard Gordon, the
National Red Cross president, said:
"We have recovered a lot of dead
people and the number of missing has

grown. I expect the number dead
could be well over 1,000. But the real
toll may never be known."

Officials said 406 dead were
confirmed 398 people remain
missing.

Senator Gordon said: "It is
important we recover as much as we
can ... but at some point we have to
declare closure and declare a mass
grave over the area."

Many villages have not yet
reported how many residents have
died. In some cases, whole families

have been buried by torrents of mud
and ash which swept over villages on
the slopes of the Mayon volcano after
the typhoon hit.

The Red Cross said as many as 31
villages with some 14,871 residents
were affected by the mudslides.

In various parts of the Bicol region,

southeast of Manila, communities
have had to hold mass burials to deal
with the scores of unclaimed bodies
that were starting to decompose and
spread disease.

President Gloria Arroyo has
declared a "state of national
calamity" and authorised the

immediate release of a billion pesos
[$20m] to  rehabilitate areas affected
by the tragedy.

She said in a statement: "All
resources of the government will
continue to be mobilised without let-
up as we pin hope against hope on the
search of survivors.

"We need to rise up from this trial
and help rebuild devastated
communities and lives."

Marga Ortigas, Al Jazeera's
correspondent in the Philippines said:
"The government says it is doing its
best but there is not enough
equipment reaching the area ... the
aid is just not getting here fast

enough."
Power, communications and water

remain out of service across most of
the region, hampering rescue and
relief efforts.

Nearly 120,000 homes have been
damaged and many crops destroyed.

Durian, which has weakened from
just below a category five typhoon to
a category one over the South China
Sea, is expected to hit Vietnam's
coast on Monday.

It was the fourth typhoon to hit the
Philippines in three months and
forecasters expect another before the
end of the year.

Source: aljazeera.net
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� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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Bus service available.

Main CampusMain CampusMain CampusMain Campus

SIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-School

SUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALLLLLSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIISSSSSSSS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

BBooxx 22000022,, SSaannaaaa,, YYeemmeenn PPhhoonnee:: 337700 119911--22 FFaaxx:: 337700 119933
EEmmaaiill:: ggoorrddoonnbbllaacckkiiee@@qqssii..oorrgg WWeebb ssiittee:: hhttttpp::////yyeemm..qqssii..oorrgg

SSSSSSSSIIIIIIIISSSSSSSS
Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

Member Member Member Member of Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools International

Mass graves for typhoon victims

The Red Cross has said more than 1,000 people could have died
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Tahkeem: A unique Yemeni tribal custom

By: Almigdad Dahesh 
dahesh95@yahoo.com
For the Yemen Times

OO
ne of the most promi-
nent and positive cus-
toms is Tahkeem, a sys-
tem of arbitration,
which empowers or

authorizes the offended people to
judge in the issue of quarrel in accor-
dance with the tribal customs.

“Tahkeem contributes to a big
extent in preventing crimes because
when you authorize your adversary to
take a decision in regards to the issue
of difference, you restrain him from
taking revenge and committing bigger
crimes,” said Mohammed Zubair, a 60
year-old sheikh in Kholan tribe.

By using Tahkeem you authorizing
your opponent and you admit that you
offended him and you are ready to pro-
pitiate and bear the results of your
offensive, noted Zubair.

But being authorized doesn’t mean
the aggrieved party can take any deci-
sion he likes. In the tribal customs,
there is a system similar to appeals in
the courts. For example, if the decision
taken by the authorized party is
oppressive and not in accordance with
the tribal customs, the second party
can resort, together with his opponent,
to sheikhs to make a fair and impartial
decision, noted Ali Naser, a 40 year-
old tribesman. 

This system is the case when the
perpetrator admits guilt directly to his
opponent. But if the perpetrator does-
n’t confess his guilt and still goes on in

his aggressiveness, the second party
can ask the relatives of the perpetrator
to ask their relative to cease. If the rel-
atives cannot restrain the perpetrator
then the aggrieved party can ask a
sheikh to solve the problem.

“The aggrieved party has to do that
in order to avoid ascending problems
and not to be blamed if he defends
himself by a more-serious way in case
his adversary doesn’t give up his
aggressiveness,” said Naser.

“When the issue reaches the sheikh,
he asks the two opponents to bring
what’s known in the tribal customs as
Adal which is determined by the
sheikh,” said Ahmed Yahya a 57 year-
old sheikh in Kholan tribe.

Adal is the amount of money, some
pieces of weapons, cars or anything
valuable that is submitted to the sheikh
as a guaranty to achieve the decision
of the sheikh regarding the issue of the
opponents and to secure the fees of the
sheikh, noted Ahmed Yahya.  The
sheikh holds the Adal and it may reach
millions from the two opponents,
Yahya noted. At the same time, if any
one of the opponents offends his
enemy at the attendance of the sheikh,
he will be fined money established by
the sheikh. “So that, we can restrain
any increasing for the crime and we
can solve the quarrel easily,” said
Ahmed Yahya.

In spite of the positive role of
Tahkeem in the tribal to restrain
crimes, Tahkeem has many harmful
and negative consequences. One of the
problems is that sometimes if the two
opponents don’t agree on which

sheikh to use then each persons brings
his on sheikh and each one of the
sheikhs brings around ten companions
with him. Consequently, each one of
the opponents must feed and bring qat
for the two sheikhs and their compan-
ions and the opponents should enter-
tain his relatives as well, noted
Mohammed Ali a 40 year-old
tribesman who has an issue of quarrel
with some of his villagers. Also, while
hearing witnesses and lodging com-
plaints from opponents, if any of the
opponents insults his adversary or
offends anyone of the attendants in the
attendance of the sheikh, the insulter
will be fined and this money isn’t in
accordance to a specific tribal rule, but
is subjected to the mood of the sheikh.

Another outcome of Tahkeem is that
in case both the opponents choose one
sheikh they rarely write an agreement
stipulating they agree totally on the
decision of the sheikh in advance and
they have no right to appeal with any
other sheikh. But sometimes the
sheikh takes the decision in favor of
one of the opponents against the other
and this often leads to more problems.

“We made that agreement with our
adversary for the sheikh as a result of
our trust in the sheikh, but unfortu-
nately we were taken in by him. His
decision was oppressive for us.
According to the tribal customs, we
can do nothing but to accept his deci-
sion, but we refused his decision and
now we have problems with both the
sheikh and our problems,” said Ali Al-
Shebami, a 30 year-old tribesman of
Kawkaban. 

The fees of the sheikh is another
shortcoming of Tahkeem. The sheikhs
are always free to ask for the amount
of money they like as a fee which
means there is no specific rule in the
tribal norms to determine the amount
of the fees of the sheikhs. Hassan
Mojali, a 38 year-old tribesman of
Khlan, said, “Our opponents and us
each paid YR 500,000 for the sheikhs
as fees. We don’t have the right to
refuse that, but only to negotiate.”

In the event of wars waged between
tribes or even families, many delega-
tions from neighboring tribes come as
mediators to stop the conflict and these
mediations often succeed by reaching
solutions. Sometimes the mediators
stay in the area for many days and
slaughter bulls until the two parties of
the war respond. Mohammed Nagi a
tribesman in Bani Matar said, “This is
a mutual custom among tribes is
because when it is religious obliga-
tion.”

“If the neighboring tribes don’t
mediate to stop the war, none of the
other neighboring tribes will mediate
to save these tribes from any future
ordeal. But this doesn’t happen.”

What’s remarkable is that many
people prefer to resort to the tribal cus-
toms in solving their problems than to
go to the court to avoid the complicat-
ed and boring procedures of the courts.

“When the sheikhs takeover solving

any problem it takes a few weeks to
solve the problems, but when we go to
the court, we need some months and
sometimes years to reach solutions for
our problems,” said Ali.

“Sometimes some people mediate to
solve the problem and we reconcile
even before we go to the sheikhs,” said
Nagi.

In the other hands, some of the trib-
al customs contradict with the Islamic
morals whereas we find, in the tribal
customs, that if the sheikh is killed, his
blood money must be paid four times,
but if he isn’t sheikh, his blood money
should be paid once only.

“Not only that, if the Sheikah is
killed during a reconciliation period,
his blood money must be paid forty
four times,” noted Nagi. 

Also, the tribal customs contradict
with the morals of Islam in regards to
the woman’s rights. For example, if a
man kills a woman, he isn’t supposed

to be killed for her because he is a man
and she is a woman. 

This is one of the most prominent
contradictions between the tribal cus-
toms and the rules of Islam,” said
Ahmed Yahya.

Revenge is another prominent tribal
phenomenon that contradicts with the
Islamic morals.

“Tribesmen often take to revenge
because of many reasons,” explained
Saleh Hussain. “First, the disability of
the security forces to punish criminals.
Second, the corruption in the state.
Third, the weakness of the religious
restraint. Finally the discriminations
among the layers of people.”

Another reason of spreading
revenge is that when someone is
killed, his relatives don’t kill the killer
themselves, but someone who is more
important in his tribe or among his rel-
atives than the killer himself, added
Hussain.

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori
For the Yemen Times

AA
n urfi marriage is one
lacking an official contract
or social knowledge
wherein couples repeat the
words, “We are married,”

and pledge a commitment before God.
While the concept of urfi marriages
appears to be similar to other marriage
forms in many Islamic countries, they
aren’t recognized.

In Islam, marriage must be announced
with the couple’s families and within
their society, an important condition val-
idating the marriage. In recent years,
some – mostly students – have set their
own conditions for marriage, fashioning
the idea of consensual but unofficial or
urfi marriages, which are done secretly
without the couple’s family or society’s
knowledge. Although rarely exercised in
Arab countries, some have begun recog-
nizing them.

Though unusual, urfi marriages do
exist, particularly among high school
and university students who say they
love each other but don’t resort to tradi-
tional marriage due to expensive
dowries. Among those more inclined to
this type of unconventional marriage are
tourists from neighboring countries who
exploit the poor economic conditions of

young Yemeni girls.
These tourists
secretly marry for a
short time and then
leave the brides
without notice.

There are differ-
ent types of urfi
marriage, such as
temporary mar-
riage, the so-called
marriage of sacri-
fice and marriage
for money’s sake.
Unfortunately, in all
of these cases, the
girl suffers the con-
sequences, since Yemeni society by
default blames her even if the man was
in the wrong. Yemeni community
strongly believes that, “A man is a man
and he can do whatever he wants
because mistakes won’t affect his man-
hood.”

“Consensual marriages are recog-
nized worldwide; however, Yemen and
some Arab countries don’t recognize
such marriages because we’re backward
and blind to the world’s development
and its liberties,” said an 18-year-old
girl, who entered into such a marriage, “I
married a boy who used to park his car
in front of our school. We started to build
a relationship and later married.

“A year and half
has elapsed since
our marriage. I’m
happy because I
married him and
didn’t follow the
wrong path like
some girls do,” she
noted.

Regarding how
the marriage took
place, she says,
“When we agreed to
marry, my husband
brought four friends
to witness it. He
gave me some gifts

and a small amount of money.
“My family and my friends know

nothing about the marriage. I’m cautious
in keeping the matter secret. I told one of
my classmates about the marriage and
she constantly was afraid until I con-
vinced her to marry my husband’s
friend, so she did,”
she explained.

As for the motive,
she declares, “I loved
him. The one who
loves should make
sacrifices for the
sake of his lover.”

When asked what
she’ll do if a legal
husband comes ask-
ing for her hand, she
comments, “In this age, there are many
solutions. I’ve saved a small amount of
money to have a virginity-restoring
operation when marriage nears.” The
operation will reconstruct her hymen to
give the appearance of virginity.

Tourist marriage is another nontradi-
tional form wherein visitors from neigh-
boring countries exploit Yemen’s poor
economic situation by tempting poor
families with money in exchange for
marrying their young girls. These mar-
riages last as long as the tourist is in
town, leaving catastrophe in their wake.

One 19-year-old recounted her tale,
saying, “I used to see a young man with
a luxurious car at the entrance to our
zone. One day, he gave me a sack full of
gifts and drinks.

“A few days later, he asked me to
introduce him to my family, telling me
he loved me from the first moment he

laid eyes on me. He said he wanted to
marry me and I approved. He asked my
father for my hand, but my father reject-

ed him because he
didn’t know the
man,” the girl
added.

“He later asked
me to marry him in
an urfi marriage to
force the issue upon
my family. I reject-
ed the whole idea at
first, but he was
giving me presents

I hadn’t dreamt of, promising to give my
father a huge amount of money if we
married.

“We married in secret and, over the
next two months, I skipped school to go
with him to the hotel where he lived
because that was the only way we could
meet. He later asked me to tell my father
about our marriage, promising to come
the next day to announce our marriage
and give my father money,” she contin-
ued.

She told her family, who unexpected-
ly surrendered to the reality. Thinking a
happy end would come, her father
became angry when the husband didn’t
come as promised.

“We went to the hotel to ask about
him and they told us he had returned to
his country. We tried to contact him;
however, all of the contacts and address-
es were false,” she recounted, “I was

subject to beatings and insults from all of
my family members. In vain, I tried to
commit suicide many times but they
would rush me to the hospital each time
I made an attempt.

“I’m alienated from my family, my
neighbors and my classmates. I live in
great depression wishing he’d come
back to correct his mistakes,” she con-
cluded.

In an attempt to learn the role school
plays in this respect, the headmistress of
Omar bin Abdulaziz School comments,
“urfi marriage is a dangerous phenome-
non that’s increasing in Yemen. What’s
more dangerous is its spread among
female students. We’ve heard of such
cases, but we don’t have any evidence.

“There may be girls who are married
consensually and this is a personal affair.
Our responsibility lies within the school,
but outside, the responsibility falls upon
the family. They must know where their
daughter goes and with whom. They
must keep in contact with school admin-
istration to know everything about their
daughters,” she noted.

“Some families don’t know anything
about their children and they don’t
watch them. Thus, a female student can
seize upon such leniency. It’s impossible
for us to follow stu-
dents outside of
school. However,
when we detect
cases of urfi mar-
riage, we contact
the girl’s family. We
used to report small
incidents to stu-
dents’ parents, par-
ticularly those whose conduct was inap-
propriate,” she adds.

Lack of religious awareness and
absence of parental care are among the
most prevalent causes of urfi marriage.

Teacher Abdulhabeeb says, “Lack of
parental direction and absence of reli-
gious edification will make some stu-
dents tend toward urfi marriages. We
hadn’t heard about such a phenomenon
before. It came to us via degenerate tele-
vision serials and movies. Parents
should direct their sons to watch those
channels that serve religion and morals,
asking them to remain aloof from bad
friends.”

He adds, “If such a case happened

with my children, it would be a catastro-
phe.”

Influential bad friends are another rea-
son for this increasing phenomenon.
Social specialist Thiya Fatal notices that
some poor girls are influenced by bad
friends who try to attract their attention
to the gifts their boyfriends give them.
They convince the girls that it’s ok to
have a boyfriend and that he’ll give gifts
or whatever they want if they marry him
secretly, to which many girls will agree.

Engineer Mohammed Al-Janad
believes the spread of urfi marriages
affects national morality and harms
Islamic society. Additionally, they vio-
late sharia law, as well being deceitful to
fathers and daughters. He further
declares that economic situations,
increasing dowries and upward rates of
poverty are among the many reasons
leading to this phenomenon.

When asking religious scholars about
the attitude of sharia law regarding these
marriages, most avoid issuing a fatwa,
saying the matter remains in sharia’s
womb.

For his part, scholar Salim Al-Shatri
declares that any marriage without a
marriage contract, two witnesses and the
consent of the girl’s parents is consid-

ered adultery. In an
‘urifi marriage, a
woman can’t get a
legal divorce
because the govern-
ment doesn’t recog-
nize the legality of
such marriage in the
first place.

urfi marriages are
conducted by a Muslim cleric in the
presence of two witnesses; however,
they aren’t officially registered nor are
they financially binding upon the man.
Couples married in this way often meet
in secret and avoid the expense of rent-
ing an apartment.

urfi marriage can be disastrous for the
wife. If the husband leaves her without
granting her a divorce, she has no legal
right to seek a divorce because urfi mar-
riages are considered illegal. Urfi mar-
riages in which a couple signs docu-
ments declaring themselves married are
invalid. The couple must inform their
families of the marriage.” Al-Shatri
added.

Though Yemen shares many tribal customs
with the other Arabic countries, it has many
customs and habits that cannot be found
anywhere else. Some of these customs are
positive and productive, but many others are
harmful and against the religion of Islam.

“I married a boy who
used to park his car in
front of our school. We

started to build a
relationship and later got
married. I loved him. The

one who loves should
sacrifice for the sake of

his lover,” one urfi
married girl states.

“We married in secret
and, over the next two

months, I skipped school
to go with him to the hotel

where he lived because
that was the only way we

could meet.”
“Any marriage without a
marriage contract, two

witnesses and the consent
of the girl’s parents is
considered adultery.”

Urfi marriage: First comes love and then comes the pain.

Urfi marriage can be disastrous for
the girl.

Urfi marriage: A dark path with a painful end

Tribe congregation like this is usually held for the Tahkeem. YT photo archives.
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Invitation for developers to qualify Aden Industrial Zone under the BOT
system...Having completed all the procedures related to receiving,
registering and documenting the land situated in Al-Alam of Aden as an
Industrial Zone with an area of 200 hectares(i.e2.000.000 m2); and having
prepared economic, planning and technical studies; and in the light of its
plans to attract local, Arab and foreign industrial investments;

the Ministry of Industry and Trade on behalf of the Government of the
Republic of Yemen would like to invite investors and companies who are
interested in qualifying Aden Industrial Zone (by establishing infrastructures
and networks, sanitation system, and phoning services and connections), as
well as making investments in the Zone and operating it under the BOT
system and on the basic of long-term leasing for developers, and releasing it
to manufacturers and producers interested in establishing their industrial
projects in the Zone;

if they are technically and financially equipped and prepared for such
projects, to fill out the Qualification Application Form, which can be
obtained from the General  Department for Supervising Industrial Zones
at the Ministry of Industry and Trade or from any of the Ministry’s offices
based in Aden, Taiz, Hadramout or Al-Hudeidah. Application forms can also
be downloaded from the Ministry’s official website at www.moitye.org.ye
Deadline for submitting the form plus any relevant documents is 27/12/2006.
And submitted to general Department for Supervising Industrial, Zones at the
Ministry of Industry and Trade.

For more information, please contact the General Department for
Supervising Industrial Zones at the Ministry of Industry and Trade.

Tel: +9671252366
Fax:+9671252366
Email: most@y.net.ye

Tender



Praise to the Yemen Times

YY
emen Times, Yemen’s
first and most widely-
read English-language

newspaper, has reached its
1000th issue. I found it a chance
to express my strong impres-
sions towards this loved-by-all
newspaper. I am a regular reader
of Yemen Times since 1999, the
year in which the whole Yemen
mourned the departure of its dis-
tinguished founder, late Dr.
Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, may Allah
have mercy upon him.

From the very beginning I
started reading Yemen Times, I
found it my main partner in my
knowledge-seeking process. Snd
I from it I learned a lot and by it
I enriched and improved my
English and through it I hope to
achieve my educational and cul-

tural ambitions. By virtue of it I
widened and developed my
English vocabulary and knowl-
edge in many areas, politics, cul-
ture, community, science, health,
business, sports and education to
the extent that I kept holding it
with me everywhere. I was
sometimes and still am called
"Yemen Times" by some of my
friends and acquaintances. I con-
firm that I have to be proud of
myself for being a Yemen Times
reader. Three years have passed
since my university graduation
and what I learned and benefited
from the newspaper was ten
times more than that of the uni-

versity.
Concerning

its coverage,
Yemen Times has become the
most important source of news

and information in many areas
both for Yemenis and foreigners
inside and outside Yemen. It has
become Yemen’s gate to the
world and vise versa. What char-
acterizes the newspaper is that it
is informative, professional, crit-
ical, impartial and exclusive in
providing its readers with every-
thing with neutrality and trans-
parency. Yemen Times has set
the best example of free and
independent media at a time
when we lack protection of press
freedom and expression. What
also characterizes Yemen Times
is its fearless, unbiased, brave,
critical and liberal staff. The
words in this short article will
never be enough to convey all
that about Yemen Times. Finally
I congratulate all the Yemen
Times staff on this occasion and
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YY
emen came last among 117 countries around
the world with regards to equality between
men and women, while Sweden tops the list.
The Global Gender Gap Report 2006, which
covers 90 percent of the world’s population,

was compiled by researchers from Harvard University, the
London Business School and the World Economic Forum.
The report took four aspects in consideration: economic par-
ticipation and opportunity, education attainment, political
empowerment and health and survival. We even came lower
than Saudi Arabia despite three decades of political partici-
pation of women and relative contribution to the public
sphere.

The ranking shows that Yemeni women receive only 47
percent of men’s rights in those four categories. The problem
with numbers is that calculating an average is quite decep-
tive. What puts us way at the bottom is education and econ-
omy. 

In fact, the report comes as an overall surprise with Spain
ranking 13th, three steps above Canada, while Tanzania is
just one place below America, which ranked 22nd. 

If analyzing the factors individually, we find that Sweden
comes first in political equality and is the only country where
there are equal number of men and women in politics. Only
10 countries around the world have equal education oppor-
tunities and only the U.K. and France of the G8 countries are
among those ten. There are 35 countries providing equal
health care to men and women, including Sri Lanka,
Cambodia and Brazil. And the most surprise of all is
Tanzania as the only country with equal economic participa-
tion of men and women.

The Gender Gap Index is only one of many other indica-
tors showing the severity of discrimination against women in
Yemen. There are still many places in Yemen where females
do all the cooking and the work and they are left to eat the
remains of food left over by the men of the family. In many
places in Yemen, women do not have a say about their future,
whether it is education and work, or even marriage or the
number of children. This challenge is why the women’s
movement in Yemen, including government and NGOs are
working hard to improve women’s conditions and defend
their rights. One of the main strategic demands of this move-
ment is the quota system whereby 30 percent of the elected
and non-elected decision making positions in the state are
reserved for women.

Placing last in the gender gap report is a blow to the face
of all Yemenis, women and men. Somehow it feels unfair
with all the efforts and progress, but that is the issue with
averages; the achievements get swept away due to the disad-
vantages. If the quota system gets approved and implement-
ed even if partially I am sure that in upcoming reports Yemen
will take a giant leap and be placed in a better position –
which Yemen truly deserves.

The deception
of numbers

The fall-out from technology
advances, notably globalization, is
clearly ahead of us. We need to
grapple with this and the sooner
we assess the issues and decide on
what we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
(1951-1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

DD
uring the last two weeks I
was on a study trip to the
Netherlands, U.K. and
Denmark along with some
media professors from

Sana'a and Aden universities. We went to
the University Zwolle and Lincoln
University as well as the Danish School of
Journalism along with visits to media insti-
tutions.

I have noticed the print media industry in
these Western countries is in jeopardy;
there is a growing debate over the question
of newspapers losing their readership due to the internet and mobile
technology. Big newspapers like The Sun in Britain are going through
massive changes in the design, the content and even the size where
broadsheet newspapers are turning into either tabloid or compact. Some
of these media houses have even merged to be able to face the econom-
ic challenges due to readership loss.

The problems these newspapers are facing are due to youngsters not
reading newspapers. This fact is not restricted to one country, but maybe
all over Europe and the U.S.  I have listened to the arguments of some
media industry people that these young people complain about not find-
ing interesting things to attract them to reading newspapers. The young-
sters, who are the focal point of all media attention, complain that tradi-
tional journalism and reporting does not fit into their aspirations guided
by the tremendous development of technology and they prefer to go to
the internet where they can find whatever they want. Elderly people
often only read newspapers.

In an attempt to sustain, some of the newspapers have started distrib-
uting free copies in order to attract the readers while others have shifted
to the web where they can provide readers with what they want from
news and entertainment while they try to attract readers to their hard
copies with their analysis and background reports. On the web, these
newspapers are even presenting video journalism. They try to encourage
interactive and participatory journalism. The audiences are becoming the
journalists themselves as they are involved in more discussions and
debates and are encouraged to find solutions to their own problems.
They can even send their stories and reports to these sites to be pub-
lished. The readers are no longer only receptive of the news that comes
from newsrooms; they are becoming the makers of the news. The motto
is becoming "write for yourself." This shift is fascinating and could fore-
cast enormous changes in the concept of media.

Some of the radio stations we noticed in Holland are aware of the
great impact of the internet and other technologies, though they believe
the affect on them is not as great as on print media. However, they are
trying to provide the audience with what they want. The journalists do
not spend their time in their offices, but in the streets where most of their
stories are derived.

In the massive competition between different media houses, news is
something that travels very fast and the audience can get news very eas-
ily from different sources. But what is behind the news and the affect or
consequences it has on people is becoming the main job of good jour-
nalists these days. This change has brought in new journalism trends: the
interactive, the participatory, the citizen and the civic. The civic journal-
ism model involves using the public already started in the U.S. some
years ago.  

But the most interesting thing is the strong link between the media
industry and journalism education schools. Both perceive themselves
complementary to each other. The media schools or colleges work in
close cooperation with the media industry to adjust the curriculum and
methods of teaching to cope up with changes in technology. Media peo-
ple are even involved in formulating the admission tests for students of
journalism in some of the colleges. 

But the most fascinating thing is the experience of the Danish School
of Journalism where students spend a year and a half of their four year
academic education in media institutions; they get employment contracts
after finishing their first three semesters in the school. During their
placement in the media houses, the students get their training and gain
their concrete experience with the journalism work. Their work is being
assessed by some senior journalists and is reported to the school. After
that they go back to the school with rich experience and choose areas of
specializations. They graduate as experienced journalists who are well
equipped with knowledge, the technology and experience in reporting. 

This teaching is a new attitude to the role of teaching and education to
have learning by doing or practicing. Teaching journalism is a dynamic
process where students mostly learn by themselves through workshops,
discussions and coaching and the role of the teacher is to facilitate. Both
the teacher and the student are making themselves up to the challenges
of technology as we have found in the Danish School of Journalism
where the feedback and comments of the teacher on student’s assign-
ments are carried out through a special internet page. The overall goal of
education is to provide students with the skills and knowledge of their
societies, bringing them in contact with the citizens and giving them the
responsibility to inform the public.  It is not to expose them to theoreti-
cal education, which is old-fashioned and does not match them with their
people and their main issues as in our colleges.

It is really fascinating to see the reaction of both the Western journal-
ism schools and media industry to the challenges of technology, though
we cannot speculate the future of such a fight between the two sides. But
the main question that appalls me is how we, in the Arab states and
Yemen in particular, can face such challenges and most significantly
jump over the technological and digital gap between us and the world.

Mohammed Al-Qadhi (mhalqadhi@hotmail.com) is a Yemeni journalist
and columnist.

By: Mohammed
Al-Qadhi

Western media
undergoing 

technology challenges

By: Ashraf Al-Rifi

LL
ast Thursday was the
39th anniversary of the
Independence Day and
the evacuation of the
last British soldier from

southern Yemen territories on Nov.
30, 1967. 

This anniversary coincides with
frustrations and bitter disappoint-
ments caused by the chaos of a rule
which has destroyed every great
deed by the honorable of the country
who have sacrificed their blood for
the 39 years that have elapsed since
the heroic battles that kicked the
remnants of British colonization out
of the country and both the revolu-
tions of September and October tri-
umphant. Four decades have passed
during which the goals of the Yemeni
revolution and directions of building
the state of order and law were assas-
sinated.

Between November 1967 and
November 2006 there is a distance of
deep sorrow where values and prin-
ciples retreated, tendencies of reform
assassinated and the homeland got
strangled with a large pincers
because of legacies of corruption and
battles for the protection of power at
the expense of the project of the state
and rights of the people The regret-
table thing is that the national occa-

sion and days of the revolution have
become uncountable by usual cele-
brating of the life of the citizen who
is fatigued of deteriorating living
conditions.

In the past the citizen’s battles
were against colonization and
regimes usurping power and many of
them sacrificed their lives and prop-
erties until the revolution was
achieved and the colonialist went
out. Today the citizens are preoccu-
pied in fighting poverty and con-
fronting the ills of the regime repre-
sented by illiteracy, diseases and
hunger. There is nothing new com-
pared to the situation in 1967 and the
situation at present except the change
in causes of the source of the bad sit-
uation. In the past we were accusing
the Imamate regime and colonization
for backwardness, disease and pover-
ty and at present we confront the rul-
ing regime with the same accusations
for which the revolution broke out.

This occasion should not pass
while denying its heroes with silence
against corruption and chaos preva-
lent in the country. Those heroes had
offered all what is expensive for the
establishment of a national just state
supporting the people and leading
the country to a bright future. It is
unfair to let this occasion pass with-
out refusing all the policies of sub-
mission through which the colonial-

ist has returned through the windows
of security cooperation and agree-
ments of fighting terror.  It is also
illogical to celebrate toppling the
state of the high commissioner while
the American ambassador to Sana’a
has become a high commissioner
giving orders and moving in various
parts of the country without any
restraint or condition. What inde-
pendence do we celebrate today
while the ruling system has handed
over destinies of the country and the
people to the White House and the
Yemeni citizen has become a terror-
ist in the eyes of America, to be beat-
en and killed under American super-
vision and implementation, as what
happened with Abu Ali Al-Harthi
and others?

If the occasion of independence is
an natural extension of the
September and October revolutions
then the achievement of the Yemeni
revolution goals is an urgent necessi-
ty in support for the revolution that
deviated from its course since 1978
despite attempts by the Joint Meeting
Parties to save the homeland and
take it out of its choking impasse
through the initiative of the compre-
hensive political and national reform  

Ashraf Al-Rifi columnist and writer
at Al-Wahdawi newspaper.
Source: Al-Wahdawi newspaper.

By: Abdulrahman Bajash

AA
l-Saleh project
began with youth
programs and can
change from a small
stream into a great

river if intentions are sincere and a
will is available that the project is to
be free from defects such as media-
tion, temperament and selection
with criteria of personal, family and
zonal relations. If the project finish-
es its study and will be operative in
providing more than 27,000 job
opportunities for youth by the year
2007 and has been supplied with
more than 60,000 offices in the cap-
ital secretariat it is the successful
step all demanded to support and
provide modern administration
turning it into a great river.

I once wrote asking about the per-
sonal project of each youth and had
said then that the job in government
institutions became a refuge for the
disabled. Government employees
have become rusty to an extent they
are just waiting for the end of the
month to receive their salary. I
queried then why each young per-
son does not think of his personal
project. And in order not to do them
injustice there must be someone to
teach them.

I am interested here to mention
some details of the project launched
by the agricultural lending bank.
The executive manager of the proj-
ect said the project is not merely
concerned with paying non-interest
loans and collecting them; it will
also follow-up the beneficiaries and
market their products and services.
He mentions that 90 percent of the
tasks and time of al-Saleh project
will be devoted to the beneficiaries,
follow-up and marketing for them,
each one according to the nature and
type of his project and products and
services the project offers. The proj-
ect administration will also find for
the beneficiaries internal and exter-
nal markets to display and sell their
products.

I have learned the project will
realize ambitions of many youths to

become distinguished and success-
ful businesspersons. At the present
time the project targets graduates
from faculties of trade, information
and marketing and later specifically
from the beginning of January it
will target other specialties. In addi-
tion there will be implementation of
projects of productive families
selected from poor families that will
include 60,000 persons by the year
2009 while the professionals proj-
ects will contribute to provide more
than 35,000 job opportunities all
over the country. If there is the will
and scientific administration the
project’s results will be great.   

Abdulrahman Bajash is a Yemeni
journalist and manager editor of Al
Thawra newspaper. 
Source: Al-Thawra newspaper 
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Al-Sahwa weekly, 30 Nov.2006.

Main headlines
- At the first anniversary of the

announcement of the JMP’s project
for the comprehensive national and
political reform, the JMP expanded
conviction of the elector on the
necessity of linking his vote to his
living

- The finance minister admits the
government spent the additional
appropriation before being approved
by parliament 

- Islah headquarters in Lahj stormed
and the YSP headquarters in Aden
demolished

- MP Mithhih al-Ahmar denies his
bodyguard clash with security

- Clashes returned in Saada, the
governor stays in Sana’a 

- Yassin calls on the government to
deal in transparency with the
opposition

- Yemeni solidarity week with the
Palestinian people 

- Yemen journalists protest to verdict
against Rai AlA’am newspaper

Writer Zaid al-Shami wrote in his
article say that corruption is destroying
every beautiful thing in our life, it
destroys souls, sows hatred, cracks the
structure, brings life movement to
standstill and stops development as
well as shaking the general order.
Corruption also squanders public
property and makes the society lose
justice. 

Corruption begins small and when it
finds a suitable environment it grows
and flushes and becomes stronger and
then changes into usual behavior all
the society recognizes it.

The problem becomes more
aggravated when corruption becomes

a phenomenon associated with denial
of its existence and an attempt to give
it an attire of patriotism and an
accomplishment. Not acknowledging
the disease makes it eat deep into the
body till it destroys what is remaining
of its health. 

But when corruption is connected
with the homeland and the people and
their performance the fall will be
resounding and the catastrophe
unbearable. Corruption in our country
deprives us of sympathizing of
brethren and friends who have been
talking about it openly and in hint
sometimes. A foreign expert has once
said that corruption in has once said
that corruption in Yemen has become
an establishment and a system.

At present and after long waiting we
hear confession of corruption
existence and a public announcement
and return to right is much better than
insisting on the wrong and this is the
beginning of the road leading to treat
this phenomenon. 

The government has presented a
draft law on fighting corruption and it
is hoped that with it there is possibility
of putting an end to corruption and
wiping out its impact. 

It is realized that corruption will not
be eliminated by just passing laws and
it must be removed from hearts,
considering it a bad conduct. This
comes through educating the young
ones and enlighten the adults until all
forms of corruption become a hated
and despised act  nonetheless
education and enlightenment alone are
not sufficient and there must be some
strictness with the corrupt and retrieve
what they have taken and hold them
accountable for their acts to be an
example for others.  

After the law on fighting corruption
is passed and the national committee
entrusted with implementing it is
formed as the law stipulates we will
have to have a will and general
orientation to pursue reforming what
had been damaged.

Al-Wahdawi weekly organ of the
Nasserite Unionist Organization
(NUO), 28 Nov. 2006.

Main headlines
- The United Nations demands Yemen

to disclose 94 cases of coercive
disappearance 

- A Yemeni mediation to revive the
Baath party in Iraq 

- War in Amran and death in Saada
- More than 20 soldiers killed or

wounded in Saada
- Al-Atwani The escape of the ruling

party from governors election is
consolidation of centralization and
personal loyalty

- Dr opens fire on an employee at
University

- Fighting renewed in Amran villages
- In response to Bajammal

statements, The JMP calls the
government to deal in transparency
with opposition 

- Legal organization calls for closing
down 26 September newspaper and
develop judiciary

- In reading the donor conference,
politicians call for bridging the gap
between authority and opposition
first

- Authority returns from London
conference to chase the press

Writer Ahmed Saeed says there is
nothing for the all citizens but to
celebrate the anniversary of the
southern part of the homeland
independence as the event has great
meanings and indications.

It may be the duty of the
government to accommodate the
hopes they were attached to this event
made by the national movement 39
years before and was daring enough to
change and destroy the British control
and then expel its presence out of the

homeland so that to form the first of
stages for achieving the unity that
constituted the first initiative on the
road of the Arab unity.

What the independence also carried
was the control o the situation in the
homeland which was shaky through
facing fragmentation and adoption of
struggle for reunification of the
homeland which was constituted a
reality in the last decade of the past
century. 

The unity has returned the right to
its position and the land to its normal
condition and the society to its fateful
unity with which all artificial
boundaries disappear and all barriers
and partitioning policies are removed.
Those policies remained launching
cultural theories consolidating the
partitioning of the homeland and
working for differentiating between
the national unity and the Yemeni
unity, as id this is other than that.

It was meant the national unity the
one part and the Yemeni unity the parts
as if we are two people not one
although the name of Yemen was not
dropped on part of the people in any of
the two parts. 

It is true that hopes faced many
negative reflections that harmed the
citizen, his interest and his living,
beginning from expansion of the area
of poverty and abuse of power and to
the unbalanced plans in building and
developing of the homeland. Those
have caused refreshment of some
negative phenomena that regretfully
still looking at the homeland unity as
occupation. 

What peoples should be aware of is
that there is a trend popping its head
and accepts to shorten the way and
shows willingness to form
governments with the existence of
foreign aggression and occupation and
amidst torrent of blood caused by the
aggression and occupation. Examples
in front of us are in Afghanistan, Iraq
and Palestine. It is urgent to deter
those practices in the manner creating

conviction among the citizens
especially among those who still think
the unity as occupation. The Yemeni is
not like as some visualize it as
invasion but it is an inevitable
situation and of destiny for one
country. What worries are those
practices that lead to deterioration in
relations and vitalize the ideas and
convictions detriment to the
homeland.    

Al-Nidaa weekly, 29 Nov. 2006.

Main headlines
- Bin Shamlan: I was annoyed by the

president’s talk as if it is a call for a
new invasion 

- Saudia and Al-Houtis on table of
talks between the two sons of Saleh
and Gaddafi

- MP Bishr: Tenders of Public Works
ministry concluded without pre-
announcement 

- Conflict on identity of the other
side, three killed in confrontation of
security with an armed group

- YJS: Conviction against Al-Rai Al
A’am harms credibility of Yemen
regarding its international
commitments 

Writer Jamila Ali Rajaa queries  in
her article if time has come to have a
shadow government in Yemen similar
to that in Britain that has recently
hosted the donor conference especially
that the symposium of the forum has
clarified the need for it through:

First the government sits at the table
of dialogue with the opposition with-
out the first party to have details on
stand of opposition parties regarding
the donor conference except for those
in the media and maybe just the main
headlines, neither the second party
knowing details of the donor confer-

ence except for that which it consid-
ered as exaggerated.

Second: what  has necessitated it is
the attendance of the minister of palm-
ing and international cooperation who
is a full technocrat talking at a specific
conference and specific aim but  some
details rather than interruptions of the
symposium revealed some not special-
ized and some not specified things and
attempt to submit the crisis of the
opposition with the authority, that
escalated during and after the elections
of last September. 

Regardless of the naming (shadow
government) and whether its implica-
tions would shadow the goal, the exis-
tence of an entity of this type will
achieve for Yemen the following:
- founding and training specialized

opposition that opposes out of
knowledge of the thing,

- founding a genuine partnership in
the developmental issues regardless
of the partisan difference for the
realization of benefit for the society.

- making the government very active
to reach the best decisions for their
implementation,

- provision and transparency of accu-
rate information without exaggera-
tion, 

- rendering the media address to be
more realistic.
It is in favor of the forum of politi-

cal development and its sponsors that
it has adopted the dialogue between
the government, the opposition and the
civil society and thus translating the
dialogue that is sponsored by Yemen,
Italy and Turkey in the frame of the
greater Middle East initiative and also
the speed of adopting this important
and vital subject.

It is also appreciated that the minis-
ter of planning and international coop-
eration and his delegation to respond
and attend and his realistic presenta-
tion and response to interruptions and
it is also appreciated of the opposition
leaders their hard work in presentation
and rationality of that presentation.

By: Mohammed KhidhrBy: Mohammed Khidhr

Aden Refinery Company (ARC) calls for expression of interest regarding an Integrated
Security System for Aden Refinery, which include: 

1. Perimeter Detection Subsystem: will be designed in order to provide early detection and loca-
tion of any attempted intrusion, attempts on the all ARC’s perimeter line (including fence escalad-
ing, fence cutting and digging  under fence), and will assure small lengths of the detection zones.
2. Closed Circuit Television (Video surveillance) Subsystem: mobile video cameras for fence area
surveillance.
3. Access Control Subsystem: implementation of access filters for the main three gates of the com-
pany. the access filters will include turnstiles, automatic barriers, proximity card readers for auto and
pedestrians, Video cameras and workstations (PC). 
4. Monitoring Centre: from the Monitoring Center all detection and surveillance equipments will
be  interfaced and controlled. The Monitoring centre will includes server, monitors, matrix, multi-
plexers, keyboard controllers and recording equipments.

System general requirements:

1. Hardware:
a.   The origin of the equipments can be USA Europe or Japan, only.
b.   Proper protection class for the equipments (explosion proof for certain equipments).
c.   Modular structure, availability for future upgrades (including integration of the Oil  

Harbor in the secured area).

2. Security Management Software:
a.   User interface in Arabic/Yemenite language.
b.   Software personalization according with Aden Refiner's requirements; implementation 

of all the operational features requested by Aden Refinery 
c.   Consultancy for the elaboration of the specific Emergency Procedures for Aden refinery; 

implementation of the Emergency Procedures in the monitoring software;
d.   Step by step assistance in case of events (alarms, etc)
e.    All the subsystems and equipments must be integrated into the management software
f.    Modular structure, availability for future upgrades (including integration of the oil  

Harbor in the secured area)

Pre-qualifications conditions for companies: 
•  Proven experience: the company will have to prove that he delivered at least one similar project
(refinery, harbor, airport, nuclear central, etc) in the last three years. For companies from outside of
Republic of Yemen, it's mandatory to prove that the company implemented, in the last three years,
at least one similar project in another country that the country where the company is registered.
•   The experiences based on a subcontractor position are not accepted.
•   Turnover in the last three years: at least 1,000,000 USD/year, for each year;
•    The company must have certified specialists for the International Ship and Port Facility 

Security Code;
•    The company must to perform an objective risk analysis for Aden Refinery; the structure of the
proposed security system must to be presented in relation with the significant decreasing of the esti-
mated risk rate as a result of the system implementation.

The interested companies must send an official Letter of Interest, to the following address:

Attn: Mr. Mohamed Yeslam-Refinery Manager
ADEN REFINERY COMPANY
PO.Box 3003, Little Aden (110)
Republic of Yemen
Fax no:- 967-2-376600, + 967 – 2 - 376601

Each Letter of Interest must be accompanied with proper documents which prove that the interested
company complies with the requested pre-qualification conditions. Failure to prove the compliancy
/ with the pre-qualification conditions will result in the rejection of the related Letter of Interest.

Deadline for receipt of all Letters of Interest: 10th if December, 2006, 14:00 Aden time Any
Letter of Interest received after this deadline will not be considered.

The tender book price is 50,000 Y.R./250USD, but it will be available only for the pre-qualified
companies, starting with 5th of December, but no later than 13th of December, 2006.

A clarification meeting /site visit is planned for 16th of December, 2006. The attendance to the clar-
ification meeting / site visit is not mandatory.
Deadline for receipt of all offers (technical offers and financial offers): 20th of December, 2006,
11:00 A.M., Aden time. Any offer received after this deadline will not be considered.

ADEN REFINERY COMPANY
CALL FOR INTEREST



By: Nisreen Shadad
hurteagle8@hotmail.com

II
n order to have Yemeni
women well versed in the art
of caricature, Women
Journalists Without Chains
arranged a first training

course in Nov. 26-30 on the basics of
drawing caricatures.

The five-day course involved
umpteen activities to qualify women
caricaturists with the necessary skills
and give them the ability to proceed
in accordance with contemporary
developments and changes in Yemeni
society.

In addition to being the course
designer, caricaturist and plastic artist
Hameed Al-Maswari served as train-
er, along with fellow plastic artist
Amani Al-Baba. The 16 trainees pro-
duced approximately 90 caricatures,
exhibiting them on the final day of
the course. They reflected social
issues such as price increases, family
violence and freedom of journalism
and, without exception, all touched
on Palestinian issues.

Guest of honor, Palestinian carica-
turist Omaya Juha, couldn’t lead sev-
eral theoretical and practical lectures
as she planned because she was
unable to leave her homeland, she
spoke with trainees via mobile phone.
“I had hoped to see your faces, but I
encountered many difficulties in try-
ing to come to Yemen. However, I’m
proud to be with you in spirit and
have my drawings presented in my
second home in Yemen,” she said.

As trainee Samira Abdu Al-Fatah
explained, Juha served as an example
for trainees to stand up for what they
believe. “We waited for her until the
last day, the day of the exhibition, but
due to the colonialism [in Palestine],
she couldn’t attend the course.
However, that will never break her
spirit, nor ours. I can see her now,
standing firm, so I drew her as a can-
dle burning to illuminate our way.
The key she used to draw in all of her
caricatures is the key of hope to
return to Palestine. I used her symbol
– the key – to depict the candle’s
shadow in order to identify her and
reflect the issue for which she’s strug-
gling.”

Al-Maswari prepared the course
materials, which sought to give
trainees an awareness of caricature
art. “The materials I prepared and
taught were based on the basics of
caricature and its schools – the
American and English schools – as
well as line quality, since a particular
type of line can add a very dynamic

look to a drawing. I also focused on
composition, one of the most impor-
tant features of caricature. Boring
composition kills the drawing’s life
and energy. Having an aim also is one
of the points I stressed. It must be
simple so that anyone can grasp the
idea.”

Al-Baba added, “The aim we’re all
working for is to qualify a group of
women caricaturists and join them
with the journalism field.”

Despite being vastly important to
illustrate daily problems and pitiful
conditions, very few caricatures
appear in Yemeni newspapers.
Tawakol Karman, the director of
Women Journalists Without Chains,
explained, “There are more than 20
newspapers, but few of them are
interested in caricatures. Fewer than
five caricaturists work in this field –
all men – and each is working for at
least two newspapers.

“Whenever a woman appears on
this field, she doesn’t continue
because she lacks the tools and the
necessary skills to comprehend the
genre, which is developing very fast
and has expanded to include political,
social, economic and even personal
satire. Once working, most women
caricaturists end up drawing for chil-
dren’s magazines rather than a news-
paper,” she added.

Regarding obstacles women jour-
nalists face, training course co-coor-
dinator Nabeela Sa’eed stated, “The
real obstacle is financial. Besides, the
idea of a woman caricaturist is some-
thing new in our society. Many peo-
ple don’t accept it, but we’re working
to enhance the role of women in this

field.”
Coming from various governorates,

including Sana’a, Taiz and Hodeidah,
trainees attended the course in the
belief that they can do something and
make a difference in their society.

Al-Fatah, a mother of two from
Hodeidah, stated, “My husband
stands beside me, but he sometimes
tries to stop me. My mother is the one
who pushes me the most not to
despair and to struggle until my
dream comes true.”  Though her sis-

ter, housewife Zahra Abdu Al-Fatah,
wasn’t very interested, she attended
the course to support her sister.

Abdullah Al-Khawlani, a doctor at
the National Institute for
Management Science, remarked,
“Because I was living outside Yemen
for 10 years, I only recently learned
that my daughter is an artist. I’m so
glad to have such a daughter who’s
trying to reflect our social, economic
and political problems. As a father, I
thank (Women Journalists Without
Chains)because they’re working to
uncover talent and make it flourish.
However, I vehemently criticize those
in charge of media and culture for
ignoring such talented individuals.
It’s a picture of the government ignor-
ing its citizens.”

However, Al-Maswari noted that
producing a caricaturist in such a
brief time period requires more effort.
“I was fed up in the beginning
because trainees lacked ideas to draw
about; however, they quickly took a
turn for the better. I expect that they’ll
excel in this field and at least three
will be famous in a very short time,”
he predicted.

Exhibit attendees like Mohammed
Abdu, a Sana’a University student in
the Faculty of Art’s archaeology
department, were impressed with the
caricatures. “Though I’m not an
artist, I see the trainees’ creativity.
They take the brunt of the problems
we face and the pains of Yemenis and
consequently, reflect on them.”
Sana’a University commerce student
Lubna Hussein appreciated the works
because they discussed social and
political issues.

Attendee Jamal Isa, representative
of the Hamas office, felt at home
because all of the trainees illustrated
Palestine’s daily pain. “I can see the
interest in Palestinian issues. Yemeni
pens have illustrated fairly their feel-
ings about the sorrows and pains our
nation is suffering under colonialism.
Such strong feelings reflect the zeal
in their hearts to intervene and sup-
port Palestine.”

He continued “The absence of
Palestinian caricaturist Omaya Juha
is only a symbol of what we suffer
under the siege. She waited more than
a week, carrying dozens of her pic-
tures, but in vain. I hope this exhibi-
tion creates a new burst of serious and
modest art directed at Islamic world
issues.

“The exhibit also reflects that we
aren’t the only ones who suffer and
think of Palestinian issues. We have a
family here in Yemen that also expe-
riences our sustained pain. Art is an
effective language that can provide
numerous ways to communicate with
others. It is going beyond barriers and
limits to reach people’s hearts and
minds,” he concluded.
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Subject Book: Yemeni Annals
(Hawliat Yamaniyah)  [1224 –
1316 AH (1809 – 1898 AD)]
Author: Muhsin Bin Ahmed Al-
Harazi et al
Checked and Edited by Abdullah
Mohammed Al-Hibshi
Language: Arabic 
Publisher: Ministry of
Information and Culture  
Year Published: 1400 AH/1980
AD
No. of Pages: 661 

CC
ontinuing with a year
by year summary of
the Annals we
proceed as follows:

1254 (1838 – 1839 AD):  The
usual tribal difficulties and efforts
by the Imam Al-Nasir Abdullah
Ahsen Al-Mahdi to consolidate his
rule and bring law and order to the
outlying areas of Sana'a.  He set out
on an expedition against Hamdan
tribe (north to northwest of Sana'a.
He was able to overcome them
with the help of the tribes of Arhab,
Hamdan and Bani Al-Harith .  In
the meantime the Ottoman Turks,
under Ibrahim Pasha (brother of
Mohammed Ali Pasha (the
Ottoman vassal ruler of Egypt)
have consolidated their hold on the
Tehama and wanted to got rid of
their former vassals in the area the
children of Turabah  after killing
their leader Ahsan Bin Yahya
Turabah and his children were
imprisoned and eventually killed.

1255 AH (1839 – 1840 AD).
The northern tribes of Yam (near
the Saudi border today), Gshm, Al-
Ujman and Al Fatimah decided to
overcome the drought they were
encountering by running raids
against the Turks in Tehama.  They
"took over all of Tehama, except
for the ports", says the author.
When Ibrahim Pasha gave them
money, they then left towards
Haraz (in the area of Manakha),
which was under the Imam's rule.
When they took over Manakha, the
Imam's Deputy in Tehama fled and
the raiders pursued him and took
everything in his possession, then
they went to loot the livestock of
the Haima Tribe (midway between
Hodeida and Sana'a).  The author
notes that the people of Haraz
welcomed these raiders because of
the oppression of the Imam's
Deputy and there they fortified
their positions and controlled the
area until the Turks repulsed them
later.  When the Imam went out
pretending to go to Dhamar on an
expedition, there the tribe of
Hamdan gathered.  When they
realized that he just went out on a
relaxation journey to Wadi Dhahr,
they started looting and shot the
Imam with three bullets.  the Imam
tried to leave to Sana'a but  was
forced to return to the Palace of the
Rock The author states that after
being wounded, the Imam's life
was saved by a ring which had gem
that helped to stop bleeding!
However, the tribesmen then
attacked his servants and entourage
and killed their leaders.  Then they
attacked the Imam, after realizing

he did not have any weapons with
him, since "his servants have taken
the Imam's weapon to fight the
tribesmen when he was wounded
and could not use them anymore.
They killed the Imam Al-Nasir.
When news reached Sana'a the
Imam's political prisoners,
Mohammed Ibn Al-Mutawakkil
and Ali Bin Al-Mahdi  were
released, with the former becoming
the new Imam, when he announced
his call for the Imamate on the 13th
of Rabi'a Awwal 1256 AH (14th of
April 1840 AD), and he was given
the oath of allegiance by the
prominent dignitaries and scholars
of the time.  He took on the
nickname Al-Mutawakkil, after his
father.  Just one month after the
new Imam took the reigns of
authority, the tribe of Arhab raided
the tribe of Hamdan, supposedly to
avenge the death of the Imam Al-
Nasir, but the author states, in
reality they were just looking for
booty.  They looted all of Hamdan
and 120 heads from the heads of
Hamdan were taken to Sana'a and
then a settlement was reached.  The
"evil of Al-Faquih Sae'ed arose in
the South of Yemen", and he started
to distort beliefs and traditions and
to embezzle from the people.  So in
the month of Rajab the Imam set
out for Dhamar after having
controlled the roads from the
highway robbers".  After a few
days in Dhamar he set out for
Yarim, before the Faquih Saeed's
forces get to him, for this dissenter
has been able to impose his
authority over all the area, which
was taken over by the Northern
tribesmen of Bakil, after also
claiming to have supernatural
powers and that he was the awaited
Mahdi, who was to come before
the Judgment Day.  But the Imam,
who called himself, Al-Hadi (the
Enlightener), since he was bringing
enlightenment to a region that had
fallen to this pretender of magic.
Though they were outnumbered,
the imam's forces prevailed and the
rest of the dissenter's forces
"pretended to fall under the Imam's
authority.  When the dissenter tried
to rally his forces again he was
finally defeated and imprisoned
after three battles, in which there
were a thousand dead.

1357 AH (1840 – 1841 AD):
The year the Ottoman vassal in
Egypt broke away from the Porte in
Istanbul.  The Imam took
advantage of this and took what the
Turks had taken and even went on
to try to take Aden.  Al-Mahdi
Abbass had previously assign a
viceroy in Aden, who eventually
became the Sultan Abdilly, who
originally came from Iyal Abdillah,
a clan of Arhab, and the Sultan
Abdullah Al-Fadhly (originally
from Anis) had been appointed in
Shaqra.  The two Sultans have been
feuding ever since each trying to
take over the other's domain.  By
1255 (1839) the Sultan Abdilly had
sold Aden to the "foreigners".  The
author notes that when the
"foreigners"  took over Aden, they
constructed the port and fortified
the city.

Yemeni Annals
(Hawliat Yamaniyah)(v)

For Yemen Times

A
music and dance
festival entitled
“Common Beats: Hip
Hop Music and Dance”
is running from Nov.

25 to Dec. 12 with assistance from the
German Embassy, the French
Embassy and the Ministry of Culture.

This project represents another step
in the cultural dialogue between the

Arab World and Europe, aimed at
youth. “Common Beats” will
continue the successful cooperation
between the two European Embassies
and Yemeni people, after the
successful cultural events “Musical
Gazz” in 2003 and “Street Art” in
2005.

“Common Beats” will feature 2
French and 2 German artists with
Arab backgrounds who will come to
Sana’a to pass on their experience to
14 Yemeni participants from Sana’a,

Aden and Hodeidah in a two-week
workshop, culminating in open air
concerts in Aden, Hodeidah and
finally in Sana’a.

The hip hop culture is a form of
popular youth culture in Europe and
as well in the Arab World. Coming up
in the late 1970s, it is wide-spread
around the entire world: especially in
France, from the beginning hip hop
culture had a strong connection to the
Arab-African culture because most of
the artists are descended from African

and Magreb Immigrants. In Germany
likewise, many Hip Hop artists are of
Turkish origin.

The lyrics often treat topics of the
immigrants’ experiences in the French
and German society and are rich of
social issues brought forward in a
humorous way – against racism and
mistreatment. The dance has a
competitive character similar to some
tribal dances. Through the 1990s, the
music grew to become one of the
most popular genres in Germany and

France.
Although hip hop culture and music

didn’t start long ago in the Arab
World, it has a high popularity almost
everywhere from the Magreb to the
Middle East and is played on radio
and TV stations. Very popular hip hop
performers are “MTM” from Egypt,
also well known is the Kuwaiti hip
hop band called “Army of One” and
“DJ Outlaw” from Bahrain, “Clotaire
K” from Lebanon and the Palestinian
rappers “MWR.” One of the most

successful Arabic rappers however is
the Moroccan artist “Salah Edin” who
has performed in over 31 countries in
4 continents. The Yemeni Rap singers
and hip hop dancers who participate
in the workshop are sportive young
gifted talents in this musical style, and
are supposed to relate to the Yemeni
experience. The workshop, as an
alternative to chewing qat, is
supposed to animate the young to be
sportive and creative. The workshop
culminates in the production of a CD.

“Common Beats” between Europe and Yemen

Female Yemeni caricaturists’
talents finally uncovered

The drawings of Omya Juha illustrated Palestinian issues.

The viewers are favorably impressed by the trainees’ cartoons. YT PHOTOS

Trainees illustrate the Yemeni caricaturist’s condition.
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By: Amel Al-Ariqi
amel11ariqi@yahoo.com

TT
he most recent estimate of
AIDS and HIV patients in
Yemen said there are at
least 11,600 cases.
However, many experts

doubt this number, as many patients
don’t report their disease. “The
situation is very bad. There’s a huge
silence surrounding AIDS in Yemen,”
says the director of the Central Public
Health Laboratory’s virus department,
Dr. Abdullah Al-Hababi.

He points out that Yemen’s
conservative cultural and social
context, aggressive attitudes toward
AIDS patients and widespread
stigmatization about the disease
among both health care workers and
the general population have led to
significant underreporting of cases. He
suggested that a hidden HIV/AIDS
epidemic is developing in Yemen.

According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), HIV
surveillance systems are very weak in
Yemen. Reporting HIV cases is based
on laboratory data available at the
Central Public Health Laboratory and
its governorate branches, as well as in
private hospitals and labs.

Ad hoc screening (opportunistic

screening) of vulnerable groups has
been conducted, but long-term trends
are difficult to interpret due to a lack
of standard methods. WHO has
established an action plan to
strengthen second-generation
surveillance in collaboration with the
National AIDS Program, including
routine surveillance of blood donors
and screening in all blood banks, as

well as repeated surveys of
knowledge, attitudes, practices and
behavior among vulnerable groups.

“Evidence has shown that there’s a
high level of stigmatization and
discrimination within health facilities
ranging from isolation to total denial
of health care services. Access to
testing is very limited. Infection
control and blood safety measures are
weak – no more than about 20 percent
of blood donors in the country are
screened. Legislation on and
regulation of blood services urgently
are required to ensure complete blood
safety,” the WHO report stated.

Shame, ignorance and poverty
Many Yemenis still think of AIDS or
HIV as sexual diseases, that is,
transmitted only  via extramarital
sexual relations (considered “illegal”),
Al-Hababi says, which causes citizens
to judge AIDS patients like criminals
and refuse to deal with them.
Furthermore, people are scared of
AIDS patients because they think the
disease is contagious, which is why
patients are abandoned by their friends
and families.

“An AIDS patient told me he
entered a clinic and he was honest
with the doctor, informing him that he
had AIDS. The doctor immediately

kicked him out, refusing to treat him,”
said Al-Hababi, who explained that
AIDS patients prefer to hide their
sickness rather than face the
community.

Ministry of Health Deputy Minister
Dr. Abbas Al-Mutawakil says AIDS is
considered a taboo subject in many
Arabic countries, including Yemen,
because it was always linked to
homosexual relationships “But we
can’t ignore the fact
that this widespread
epidemic exists,
therefore, we
established the
National AIDS
Program and the
National Strategic
Framework for the
Control and Prevention
of HIV/AIDS. This
start is considered the
first steps toward
recognizing and
knowing about this
disease,” he said.

Al-Mutawakil reviewed the three
ways HIV is spread: sexual contact
with an infected individual, contact

with contaminated blood (for example,
transfusions using infected blood or
wounds from contaminated sharp
instruments) and transmission from an
infected mother to her child, either
before or during childbirth or through
breastfeeding.

“All of us are subject to infection if
we aren’t careful or if we don’t know
what this disease is and its causes,” Al-
Mutawakil noted.

In this regard and according to
WHO, the availability of voluntary

testing and counseling services in
Yemen is very limited, although the
National AIDS Program initiated a
pilot testing and counseling service in
July 2004. Expanded testing and
counseling services are planned and a
training program for counselors
already has begun.

Policies and guidelines for testing
and counseling services in public and
private facilities are needed urgently

and currently being
developed. AIDS
treatment guidelines
as well as nursing care
guidelines are being
developed in
accordance with
international standards
along with WHO
support.

Dr. Mohammed
Taqialdeen, former
director of the
National AIDS
Program, says poverty

and ignorance are other contributing
factors in AIDS spreading in Yemeni
society. “When I was working in the
AIDS program, I met many Yemeni
girls younger than 20 years old who
were practicing prostitution. 

When I warned them that they may
be infected with HIV, their replies
were, ‘We want to give up this type of
work, but do you have another job for
us in order to live?’ At that point, I
shut up,” said Taqialdeen, who
confirmed that commercial sex and
sexual tourism has become common in
Yemeni regions, but it’s rare to find
anyone who wants or dares to speak
about this issue publicly. He also
stressed that most who practice these
types of jobs suffer poverty and
illiteracy.

Taqialdeen also mentioned
“unhealthy sexual relationships in
marriage,” referring to the lack of
condom usage among Yemenis. “We
saw many cases where men,
particularly those who were abroad
and had sexual relations, then
transmitted the disease to their wives,”
he commented.

According to UNAIDS, the primary
reported mode of HIV transmission in
Yemen is through heterosexual
contact. However, apparently,
difficulties remain in achieving
universal HIV screening of donated
blood and adequate blood donor
selection. Additionally, unsafe
practices in handling skin piercing
instruments is common, whether in
health care settings or by traditional
healers, while intravenous drug use is
rare.

Travel history commonly is linked
to risk of infection, but in more than
half of reported AIDS cases, infection
occurred among Yemenis without a
travel history. Women face increasing
vulnerability to HIV, as the gender gap
among reported AIDS cases was
closing from 4:1 in 1995 to 2:1 in 1996
and 1:1 in 1999.

It’s unclear whether sexual work or
homosexuality are influencing the
epidemic. Among a small group of
prostitutes identified by police, the
HIV rate was reported at 4.5 percent in
1998 and 2.7 percent in 1999, but a
2001 report found a 7 percent
infection rate.

Patients seeking rights or revenge
Feeling shame, rejection and pain,
AIDS patients often choose to isolate
themselves from the community. “I
left my home, my work and my friends
when I discovered my HIV infection,”
said K.M., who was infected while
working as a nurse in a public hospital,
“No one knows about my infection
except my brother.”

However, not all patients take this
same attitude, as some confessed that
they choose to “take revenge” in their
own way. Sa’eed (not his real name)
recounted that when people learned he
had HIV, he lost his job, he was forced
to divorce his wife and the owner of
the house he rented threw him out.

“Once, I was upset. I had just come
from a center where I met a doctor
who taught me how to deal with my
sickness, what I must do not to infect
others, etc. I left the center and was
walking on the street when I saw a
barbershop. I then made up my mind. I
entered the shop and asked the barber
to cut and shave my hair, which the
doctor advised me against doing,
unless I inform the barber about my
condition because there’s a risk that
another customer could get AIDS/HIV
if the barber drew some blood from me
and then used the same instruments. I

don’t know what I was thinking … I
don’t know,” Sa’eed said.

He confessed that he realized that
such reckless behavior would expose
others to danger. He also confessed
that many times, he considered
donating his blood to blood banks, but
confirmed that he didn’t.

Sa’eed’s attitude reflects the
frustration, loss, blame and pain AIDS
patients suffer and such emotions
become stronger in a community that
treats them like criminals. “We in the
Human Rights Ministry receive
complaints from AIDS patients. For
example, a month ago, we received a
complaint from an AIDS patient who
was fired because of his infection. We

contacted involved authorities at his
work and we managed to allow him to
return to his work,” said the director of
the information sector at the Ministry
of Human Rights, Nusiba Al-
Ghashmi.

She added, “However, the Ministry
of Human Rights sometimes lacks the
means and the executive power to
defend these people’s rights because
there’s no law defining their rights or
their duty toward society.”

The National Strategic Framework
for the Control and Prevention of
HIV/AIDS reveals that most HIV-
infected Yemenis are married with
children and their needs and rights
haven’t been addressed.
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’amer Mohammed
Kaid, 16 months old,
has suffered a complex
congenital heart dis-
ease since birth, as

well as cyanosis (bluish-colored skin
caused by lack of oxygen in the blood),
growth retardation and a problem with
his mucus membrane.

According to a medical report issued
by Al-Thawra Hospital in Sana’a, the
child requires cardiac surgery, but
because there are no facilities for such
treatment in Yemen, it recommends
treating the infant abroad.

The child’s family, which currently
is experiencing difficult circumstances,
appeals to all good people to help
cover the expenses of his travel abroad
and his medication. 

To help or for more information,
contact his mother at 712-538-4484.

Appeal

AIDS in Yemen: A silent bomb

Yemen’s conservative cultural and social context, aggressive attitudes
toward AIDS patients and widespread stigmatization about the disease
among both health care workers and the general population have led to sig-
nificant underreporting of cases. SOURCE: WWW.ZANAN.CO

“Reporting HIV cases is
based on laboratory data
available at the Central

Public Health Laboratory
and its governorate

branches, as well as in pri-
vate hospitals and labs.”

“Access to testing is
very limited.

Infection control and
blood safety meas-
ures are weak – no
more than about 20

percent of blood
donors in the country

are screened.”

“Commercial sex and sex-
ual tourism has become

common in Yemeni
regions, but it’s rare to

find anyone who wants or
dares to speak about this

issue publicly.”

A lymphocyte infested with HIV. SOURCE: WWW.BBC.CO
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The hard living conditions of people in
Hadhramout's rural areas have been the
primary motivation for Canadian
Nexen Petroleum Yemen and its
partners in Masila Block ‘14’, to
establish a number of projects aiming
to support the infra-structure in these
areas. This support involved vital
sectors like education, electricity,
health and water and it has left a good
impression among citizens and
beneficiaries since the year 1997.

The company's contributions have
mounted to US$ 12 million and there
has existed a strong relationship
between the company and the people
based on gratitude and devotion. 

Canadian Nexen and its partners in
Masila Block ‘14’ have been the first to
establish and finance such projects and
they were well equipped and furnished.
The projects, set up in suitable
positions, were made according to
special studies to ensure covering as
large area as possible. This proves
these projects cost much more and
great efforts were exerted to make
advanced and typical projects, enabling
citizens to get the maximal benefit out
of them.  

Attended by His Excellency Khalid
Bahah, Minister of Oil and Minerals,
Sa’eed Ba Yuma’een, Local Council
Secretary General  & Deputy
Governor, Mr. Alistair John Mooney,
Canadian Nexen’s President and
General Manager and Ali Sohaiki, the
company's Executive Director,
Canadian Nexen and its partners in
Masila Block ‘14’ inaugurated a
number of vital projects in
Hadhramout and hereafter some details
about those projects.   

1- Project Name:
Construction of a kindergarten
building
Project Location:
Al-Qarrah (Ghail Bawazeer District-
Hadhramout)
No. of Beneficiaries:
7,375 inhabitants

Ministry of Oil & Minerals and 
Canadian Nexen Petroleum
Yemen and its Masila Block 
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 114,000

Project Brief:
The constructed building contains four
class-rooms in addition to an activities
hall and general function space, an
office-room, a kitchen, and dinning-
hall plus utilities. A fence has been
added with a total perimeter of 296
meters.

2- Project Name:
Construction of a Basic Education
school Building
Project Location:
Zaghfa (Ash-Shihr District-
Hadhramout)
No. of Beneficiaries
965 Students
Ministry of Oil & Minerals and
Canadian Nexen Petroleum
Yemen and its Masila Block     
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 75,000

Project Brief:
The two-storey building has six class-
rooms, an administration office, and
utilities.

Currently, the required school
furnishings i.e. tables, chairs, are being
procured for all class-rooms.

3-Project Name:
Wadi Arf and Al-Ma’di Villages
Electricity-Supply Network
Installation
Project Location:
Wadi Arf and Al-Ma’di Villages (Ash-
Shihr District-Hadhramout)
No. of Beneficiaries:
12,500 inhabitants

Ministry of Oil & Minerals and
Canadian Nexen Petroleum
Yemen and its masila Block “14”

Partners Contribution:
US$ 1,217,000

Project Brief:
The installation of high and low-
voltage cables to deliver electricity to
the households and other rural work-
sites. The works include the installation
of a transformer station linking the
network with Ash-Shihr city electricity
network and power generation house at
the Local Ash-Shihr Electricity
Authority. Villages benefiting from the
network include Wadi Arf villages of
Miqad  Al-A’bia, Al-Barh, Arf, Haqb,
Al-Haqla, Al-Qibali, and all the three
Al-Ma’di villages.

4- Project Name:
Wadi Arf Villages Water-Supply
Network Rehabilitation

Project Location:
Wadi Arf Villages (Ash-Shihr District-
Hadhramout) 

No. of Beneficiaries:
10,160 inhabitants

Ministry of Oil & Minerals and
 Canadian Nexen Petroleum 
Yemen and its Masila Block  
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 170,000

Project Brief:
A complete renovations, rehabilitation,
and pipes replacement and re-
alignment from the water resource in
Al-A’rsh, Wadi Arf.

5-Project Name:
Construction of a Health-Unit
Building
Project Location:
(Radhah, Ghail Bin Yumain District-
Hadhramout)
No. of Beneficiaries:
584 inhabitants

Ministry of Oil & Minerals and 
Canadian Nexen Petroleum
Yemen and its Masila Block
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 106,000

Project Brief:
The construction of a modern health-
unit building a total cost of US$
106,000 including the sum of US$
35,000 that has been allocated for the
procurement of medical equipment and
furnishings as well as other
administrative furniture i.e. chairs,
desks, cupboards, …etc.

6-Project Name:
Construction of a Basic Education
Girls’ School Building
Project Location:
Al-Qarn (Ghail Bin Yumain District-
Hadhramout)
No. of Beneficiaries:
619 pupils

Ministry of Oil & Minerals and
 Canadian Nexen Petroleum 
Yemen and its Masila Block
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 75,000

Project Brief:
The two storey building contains six
class-rooms and teachers’ and
administration offices. The company
has, through CAP budget, also,
provided the school with the required
furnishings of desks and chairs.

7-Project Name:
Northern Ar-Raidah Power Project
Project Location:
Northern Ar-Raidah villages (Ghail
Bin Yumain District-Hadhramout

No. of Beneficiaries:
14,949 inhabitants

Ministry of Oil & Minerals and 
Canadian Nexen Petroleum
Yemen and its Masila Block
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 600,000

Other Contributors:
The Local Administration in
Hadhramout Governorate which has
supplied the generators

Project Brief:
The implementation works include the
linking and installation of two
generators provided by Hadhramout
Local authority, as well as, the building
of two rooms for the generators,
construction of electricity distribution
network in the villages of Ar-Raidah,
of which are the following: Al-Ulaib,
Lugna, Dfaish, Al-Garn, Al-Hadhi,
Radhah, Bab Al-Haiq, Raidah Al-Joohi
(Al-Sufailah), Ga’a Al-Awadh,
Rahabat Bin Junaid, ..etc. 

8- Project Name:
Ladwas/Ressib Road
Project Location:
The Hadhramout Plateau
(Ghail Bin Yumain and Sah Districts-
Hadhramout) 

Beneficiaries:
All road users and specifically the
inhabitants in these regions and oil
companies working in the region

Total Project Cost
US$ 4,5 million
Co-financiers
•   The Ministry of Oil and Minerals
•  Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen

and its Masila Block ‘14’ Partners
•   Total-Yemen
•   DNO-Yemen 
•   DOVE-Energy Yemen

Project Brief:
The construction of a 65 kilometers
long asphalted road along with the
construction of all required roads-beds,
Irish-crossings, rain-water drainage
outlets, and all other non-roadway
construction works. The built road
includes, also, a cross-road exit to the
Ressib  village totaling three
kilometers in length. the beneficiaries
include residents of both Ghail Bin
Yumain an Sah Districts including
Ressib and its surroundings. Gone are
the days of hardships and damages.

9- Project Name:
Construction of a Basic Education
School Building

Project Location:
Haru (Sah District-Hadhramout)
No. of Beneficiaries:
3,762 pupils
Ministry of Oil & Minerals and 
Canadian Nexen Petroleum
Yemen and its Masila Block
“14” Partners Contribution:
US$ 72,000

Project Brief:
Construction of a Basic Education
School building that has three class-

rooms besides the other required utility
compartments.

•   Brief information about Al-Atuf
Water Development Project

The beneficiaries of the project are
all community members in Al-Atuf
Villages-Sah District –Hadhramout
Governorate

• Al-Atuf is the name of the Wadi
where the following 11 small
Bedouin villages located:

• Villages in Block 51:
1. Sfaw
2. Al-Mi’zaz 
3.Sahyah
4. Bagsaim
5. Bin Glam 
6.Al-Hanash  
7. Al-Sharjah

• Villages in Block 14:
1. Bin Mujaid
2.Beyt Al-Tawil
3. Al-Chazmah
4. Al-Chamraniah

• Population of Al-Atuf villages
Estimated population of Al-Atuf
villagers is approx. 2,400, and the
estimated number of goats is approx.
3,000 goats.

Al-Atuf Water Development
Project’s scope of Work
• Equipping and operating the

second water well to guarantee
water supply to all villages,

•   Laying new water supply pipes to all
villages (9km) in Blocks 51 & 14

•  Repairing or replacing the old
distribution water pipes

•    Constructing a new water tank at a
suitable higher elevation

• Providing a fuel tank of a sufficient
capacity for the project.

• Rehabilitation of the old generator
for use as a spare generator at the
well

• Replacing old electric control
panels and cables.

Water Resources
•   Type of the well: Artesian Well
•   Total depth: 311 meters
•   Number of wells: 2
•   Surface casing diameter:12 inches
•   Inner casing diameter:10 inches
•   Fixed water level:184.55 m
•   Portable water level:186.25 m

Estimate cost of the project:
According to the preliminary
feasibility study of (GARWP) in
Seyun, estimated cost is US$ 200,000.

Wherever you go in those places,
projects established by Canadian
Nexen will face you and they were
made to create a partnership with

locals. 
What is eye catching is the crowds

that come to receive the inauguration
delegation and accompanying guests in
every area in which a project was
launched, hanging Yemen and the
Company's flags and chanting public
songs and dancing to that music.
Welcoming speeches are always there
together with the poems that praise the
company's achievements. Locals

awarded the inauguration delegation
with appreciation certificates together
with guests. 

Ali Sohaiki, the Executive Director
of Canadian Nexen, noted these
projects will not be the last and they are
a part of previous projects. The
company aims to create a partnership
with the local society and diminish the
hard conditions people suffer in those
areas.

Community affairs projects 
inaugurated in Hadhramout 

Ribbon cutting at one of the projects.Part of welcoming festival at Al-Qarrah Kindergarten.

An electrical project inaugurated.

Inaugurating a school.

Inaugurating a medical enter project.

Part of attendance.Inaugurating Zaghfah school 



Required: Civil
Engineer( Female
Yemeni only) with
experience in
corresponding with
manufactures, Handling
of tender/sales inquiries,
English and computer
skills, with minimum 4-
5 years experience. Fax
your CV 01-410848.

A female secretary
needed to work with a
newly emerging
establishment. English
and computer skills are
required. Call 263611,
711292191

A b d u l l a h
Mohammed Morshed, a
driver with good
experience in driving, is
seeking employment in

this field.
Contact: 733287980

Atef Abdu
Alrahman, a driver
with good experience
in driving, is seeking
employment in this
field.
Contact: 733331499

Ibraheem AlFahdi,
Computer Technician
( c o m p u t e r
maintaining). He has
three years experience
in computer
maintaining, office
programs, networks,
and Internet in
different companies
and institutes. Mobile:
711965054

M a h m m u e d
AlHimiri is electric
engineer. He has

seven years experience
in designing, observing
on electricity projects
and anti-light systems.
Mobile:77633127 

10 yrs experienced
Indian civil Enng.r
cum land surveyor (4

yrs in Yemen) mostly
road construction, fluent
in English & Arabic.
Contact: 77892255,
711780748

Shaker Shakil,
Bachelor of economic,
good knowledge in
internet and computer,
experience in
accounting system
(Yemen soft)
Contact: 02 - 282413

E g y p t i a n
Architectural Engineer,
very good in English
and computers, seeking
job with Foreign
companies, or
petroleum companies,
worked with Americans
for 2 years.
Contact: 711070745

Electronic Engineer,
graduate from Syria, 2
years experience,
fluency in English,
excellent computer

skills (application and
maintenance).
Contact: 777996646

Hassan Ahmed, an
experienced school
teacher of science
(Biology and chemistry)
with more than 13 years
of experience.
University graduate,
senior and Junior stages,
Arabic  or English
medium of
communication, seeks a
full-time hiring.
Contact: 711109011

Mohammed Ahmed
Ali, a driver with good
experience in driving, is
seeking employment in
this field.
Contact: 733943881

Indian Muslim lady
offering home tuition to
kids of Nursery, Class I,
II, and III, all subjects
except Arabic in Sana'a
around Hadda Area.
Please call 733459579

Moneer Al-Qubati,
accountant diploma,
good knowledge in
internet and computer.
He needs any job and
with good salary.
Contact:778941

Female graduate with
a diploma in computer
programming. excellent
English and Arabic, she
is looking for a job.
Contact: 7119362280

Shawki Amen, high
school graduate, Sana’a
university( faculty of
commerce), level 3,
good in English
language, diploma of
secretary(computer),
experience(inventory
control-store keeper-
purchasing for six
years), he is looking for
any job.
Contact: 733409652

Fares Mosleh, he has
Bachelor degree in
compute science, wide
experience in using of
Oracle database, VB6,
Design web. 
Contact: 711208535

Indian lady teacher
for home tuition for all
s u b j e c t s ( e x c e p t
Arabic)up to class IV, 5

days a week
($ 100/pm) contact
733459579.

Just vacated Dec.1st
006 2 story villa in
Hadda, near zero street
and Iran St. 10 Rooms,
6 Baths, 2 Kitchens, 2
Car parking. Very clean
and nice Finishing.
Excellent location for
office or residence.
Please call 733802855

Special Request,
immediate occup fully
furnished one story villa
in Hadda Madina
Sakaniya or Al Asbahi
requirements; 4 Rooms,
2 Bath Rooms, Kitchen,
small garden, 2 car
parking. Monthly. Rent
to be $ 500-max $ 600. .
Please call 733802855

For rent: villa 2
stories, fully furnished,
for only $600/month,
living room, dining
room, office room, 4
bed rooms, 4 baths,
kitchen, big garden,
terrace 5-6 cars parking.

located at the Asbahi
area.
Contact: 711166795

Furnished or non
furnished villa in Aden,
9 rooms, 8
toilets/showers, one
floor + Garage for the
capacity 8 cars, good for
Bank/Office.
Contact: 01-620581/
02-244638

For rent: villa located
in Hadda district,
Zero road. Opposed
Madena city. The
villa consists of:
Diwan (living
room), 2 bedrooms,
dining room,
kitchen, 2
bathrooms, big room
in the basement, a
garden and car park
for up to 2-3 cars.
Contact: 777260252 

For sale: Toyota
Corrolla, model
Sedan, 2004, 10 CD
Changer/Player with
4 Speakers, Only
12,500 KM, One
hand driver by

Diplomat plate,
Excellent Condition,
Owner leaving soon,
Contact: 711803802

Lap 3com 24port
switch + cisco router +
milan transceiver made
in U.S.A excellent
condition. 
Contact: 777100104.
Ibrahim

Computers

Vehicles

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domestic 
& international forwarding air & sea.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

Cargo ®∫s

Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism. For
domestic & international air tickets
with price busters all airlines. 
Tel: 219890/ 270750
Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Travels

Classifieds15

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 
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Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale Required  Available For Lease   For Hire/Rent  Job
Require  Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or
P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services. 

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)
International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.
Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.
Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.
Tel :        01-531221/531231
Fax:       01-531130
Hot line: 733030062   (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a –
Republic Of Yemen.
P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a – Republic Of
Yemen.
E-Mail:    m&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website:   www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Cargo

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade

191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 
Egypt Air               273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa                     213400/219252
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824  Tel.967-1-260823

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St.                274371/2/3
Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20
Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7
Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.:       04/210568/9/50
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.    05/352917-306560

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274310/1
Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678

Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 271623/4

Hertz Rent a Car                    Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625 

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car     417346-7927920
Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_   Sana’a: 01 -468305 Fax:+967-1-407419
Computer Education              Aden: 02-237199

(Internet Focussed Taiz: 04-250343
Curriculum, E-commerce,   Mukalla: 05-307492
ISO 9001 Certified)
American Academic Institute 249294
British Institute for languages & Computer Tel:  266222 - Fax: 514755

CMT House                              Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648
Infinit Education                                        Tel:444553
German Language Institute 200945
Modern British Institute (University Branch)  203689
New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9
NIIT Q u a l i t y _  

C o m p u t e r E d u c a t i o n Tel. 445518/7-442073
The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124
Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543
Fax: 00967 1 448542

Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders                    407905
Al-Rawahil Olympia 278674/7909110
Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5
Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166
Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467
Marib Travel & Tourism      

(Cargo Division)    441109/126  Fax: 440733 
Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 
Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com   Fax. 601889

The First Consultant center for the skin, 
venerial Diseases & Infertility            205517-73807737
Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922
E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com
Al-Jumhury Hospital                           274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA’A:
Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel:             415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8
ADEN:
Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5
Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6
Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 , 
Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,  Abyan: 604030
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029               Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13

Aden: 255668                           Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,
Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345             Mukalla: 304292,

Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax:267619
Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)
Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433
International Turkish Schools     Sana'a         448258/9

Taiz     205593
Al-Hussein National Schools                  412826/7
Sam Yemen International School       Diplomatic Area 
Tel: 440353-440354           fax: 440355

Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
Middle East Modern School 447118
The English School                              419308
Tulip School   412249
Ienshams Modern school    671275, 671140

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French -
German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism Tel:611560
Falcon Business Travel Center Tel: 446250 Fax: 446251
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Al-Sunidar  Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Apollo Business Travel Center   Tel. 444000/888
Arabian Peninsula T & T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798  
Murjan Travel       Fax : 400555  Tel/ 216028 / 466881
Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University                   449971/2
Sana’a University                            250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES
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contact: 71200540

CALYON
Corporate and Investment Bank
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Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center
Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
P.O Box: 5465

Ahmed Muraisi
Real Estate Rentals

Tel: 733802855
Hadda and Diplomatic Areas

SPECIAL REQUEST
If you have a fully furnished villa for rent. One
story(private) in Hadda, Madina Sakaniya, or in 
Al-Asbahi. 4-5 rooms, 2-3 bath rms., one kitchen,
small garden and 2 car parking.
please call 733802855.(Immd.occup.)

Programmer Needed
Linkintime Ltd. is the fastest growing mobile technology company that
serves today diverse businesses and million of customers. Linktime Ltd.-
Yemen is currently seeking to employ 

Software Engineer
Task:
As a software engineer in R&D (Research and Development) in LinkInTime Ltd., you will be
working on Multilayer applications and architecture design of mobile applications based on
Windows and/or Linux environments.

Profile:
•   At least 3 (Three) years working Experience
•   Experience in J2EE Technology (Servlets, JSP, EJB)
•   Experience in relational databases (MySQL, Oracle)
•   Experience in Linux / Unix (Installation, Administration, working environment)
•   Experience in .NET Technology (C#)
•   Experience in OOP (Object Oriented Programming) Design 

Languages:
• English Fluent (speaking, writing, reading)
• Arabic (Fluent)
• Other languages appreciated

Contact (during office hours: Saturday—Wednesday 09:00 —19:00)

LinkInTime Ltd. 
Carriers Applications: 

E-mail: jobs@linkintime.com
Office: (+9671) 427 377
Mobile: (+967) 711593338

TLI
Native and near native teachers
needed. Contact TLI, the Tutorial
and Language Institute. 
Telephone 473708/9
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Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All your needs All your needs 
under one under one roof.roof.
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper.
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By: Pavel Vondra
For the Yemen Times

II
t is one thing to rightfully demand
that the things get better for
women in this county, but it’s
another story to find out the world
doesn’t think much of the progress

so far achieved here in that field. In the
latest Global Gender Gap survey, pub-
lished last week at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Yemen came out last
among the 117 countries scrutinized by
the authors, who include Ricardo
Hausmann, Director of the Center for
International Development at Harvard
University, Laura D. Tyson, Dean of the
London Business School and Saadia
Zahidi, Head of the World Economic
Forum’s Women Leaders Program. 

The relative ratio of the inequality
between the sexes in Yemen was calculat-
ed to be 0,4672 on the scale where zero
signifies absolute inequality and one
means the opposite. The desired equality,
however, is nowhere to be found in
today’s world according to the authors of
the survey. Even Sweden which came out
on top still has a long way to go before it
can hope to achieve total equality of gen-
ders, its current score being 0.8133.

The report measures the size of the
gender gap in four critical areas, namely
economic participation and opportunity,
educational attainment, health and sur-
vival and political empowerment. It is
precisely the last category which cost
most of the countries precious points. On
the other hand, the Scandinavian “gender
paradise,” where women feel quite at

home in politics and men often stay home
with the children on state-sponsored
paternal leave, dominated the survey.
Sweden is the overall champion of equal-
ity, Norway, Finland and Iceland taking
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th place respectively
and Denmark occupy the 8th rank. With
Germany as number 5 and United
Kingdom and Ireland in that order closing
the top ten it was only New Zealand, 7th,
and most interestingly Philippines, 6th,
disrupting the European hegemony.

The high placing of the Philippines,
where widespread poverty is as much of a
problem as in Yemen, proves a society
can aspire for gender equality regardless
of its dire economic situation. With their
second female president since 1986, this
developing South East Asian country
beats most of the developed Western
nations where woman have never reached

the highest executive
position.

But what about the
Arab world? Of the ten
Arab countries included
in the survey Yemen is
the only one where
women at least tried to
contest the presidency.
Still, it ranks much worse
than the alleged Arab
champion of equality,
Kuwait, 88th, and trails
even behind Saudi Arabia
at the second-to-last posi-
tion. Sumayya Ali Rajja
was the first Yemeni
woman to announce her
bid for presidency,
though she later quit the
race, doesn’t hide her
indignation over the
results of the survey.

“I do have trouble with
the study because it’s
done from a very differ-
ent perspective than the
one we live in. The trou-
ble with us is that the
West equates the veil
with no rights which is totally untrue. And
I think it is very important for children to
see a woman driving or to see a woman
bargaining and understand that this is
Okay,” says the former presidential candi-
date. And she is not the only one who has
doubts over the validity of the latest glob-
al overview of gender equality.

Husnia Ahmad Al-Kadri is no beginner
when it comes to studying the inner work-

ings of society. As a
director of Gender-
D e v e l o p m e n t
Research and Studies
Center at Sana’a
University since it
reopened in 2003, she
believes she knows
what she needs to
know to discount the
findings of the inter-
national “Global
Gender Gap” team.
Yemen certainly has
its problems, she says,
but that doesn’t make
it the worst country in
the region for women

to live.    
“If we are behind all of the countries of

the Arabic Peninsula, it is not a good
research. I feel that we are better than the
Gulf states, even better than Kuwait,”
says Al-Kadri and goes on to voice her
concern over what kind of signal the sur-
vey sends not only to Yemenis, but also to
their immediate neighbors to the North.
“They will encourage the government of
Saudi Arabia not to do anything for the
progress because they gave them certifi-
cate now that they are better than Yemen.
As for us, we believe in our efforts and we
are confident about ourselves. We don’t
need approval from these researchers. But
they will help Saudi Arabia to leave the
things as they are.”

Al-Kadri says the real situation of
women on both sides of the Saudi-
Yemeni border is best reflected by the fact

that many women from Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf states “come here to learn from
our experience.”

She is quick to acknowledge the scope
of the problems that women in Yemen
face, “The status of women is not good,
we have high illiteracy, we have high lev-
els of early marriage which restricts the
autonomy of women and prevents them
from making progress in education and
also economically. But I think if we,
women and men, do our best to change
the status of the women, we will be better
than others.”

Sumayya Ali Rajja shares the same
view. In fact, the need to invest in the
development and to make sure that health
services and education are available even
in the often overlooked rural areas of
Yemen, formed a strong part of her presi-

dential campaign platform. She didn’t
win, but she didn’t lose her hope for the
better future of her country either. All the
more so because she says she can see the
potential for change all around.

“I have a lot of respect for Yemeni
women. They just need a little bit more
education to know that they can do things.
But I think for me, being in Yemen, not
being veiled, mixing with all sorts of
communities, that’s good enough for me,
I don’t even need to be the president,” she
explained.

Pavel Vondra, is a freelance journalist
and independent film-maker, currently
working on a documentary film about
Yemeni women in politics.

Despite increasing education of girls there is still a high
drop rates. PHOTO BY NADIA STRAKOVA

Yemeni women reject the findings
of the latest “Gender Gap” survey

your BMW, Land Rover and
Rover car with

A Brand New
car for a Very Attractive price

Trade In 

Al-Rowaishan showroom,
Hadda Street, Sana�a Tel: 401447
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A typical scene in the rural areas outside Sana’a, where women do most of the work while
their men get the privilege of being bosses. PHOTO BY NADIA STRAKOVA



IIhail from a farmer family. My
father was a farmer. To my good
or bad luck I became a teacher.
But I have problems of giving up
my farmer mindset while teach-

ing and I consider my teaching as an
extension of farming. When rainy sea-
son comes I feel the itching to plough
and sow seeds, take care of tender
plants and see that these tender plants
grow healthy and bear fruits. So also as
a teacher when the academic year starts
I experience the itching for teaching,
get tempted to sow the seeds of learn-
ing and feel happy to see my student-
plants grow healthy and bear fruits.

Farming and Teaching: The
Contrast
As farmers we spend more time and
energy in cleaning and levelling the
ground, sowing seeds and taking care
of the plants. And finally we reap and
harvest. If the harvest is good, we are
happy. If not, we are unhappy. We feel
a great sense of loss. But in teaching,
unlike in farming, we are less interest-
ed in cleaning the ground, ploughing
the land in sowing the seed and helping
the tender plant grow. Instead we are
more interested in reaping and harvest-
ing (examination/testing) than in sow-
ing and taking care of the plants. If the
harvest is good I am not happy. If the
harvest is bad, I am not unhappy. We
experience a kind of dull, dry stoic
indifference. We feel as if we work as
hired laborer in someone’s field. My
wages are my primary concern.

Teaching like farming in Yemen
When I came to teach English in
Yemen, my farmer mindset also came
with me. First I examined the land.
Next I observed my other brother-farm-
ers farming. I saw them sowing wrong
seeds in wrong soil. Although the land
is good for only maize, they are plant-
ing coconut. And I found, to my dis-
may, the land full of weeds. I saw my
brother-farmers (having long experi-
ence in farming in Yemen) sowing,
often wrong seeds, without cleaning the
grounds of weeds. I saw, therefore,
plants and weeds growing side by side.
I found, to my surprise, some of my
experienced brother-farmers failing
even to distinguish between weeds and
plants. As a farmer I have some knowl-
edge about the weeds. Weeds can sur-
vive in most inhospitable circum-
stances. They take a lion’s share of the
fertilizer given to the plants. I too have
some knowledge of the causes of the
growth of the weeds. They are primari-
ly due to bad cultivation. The land is
not properly tilled, levelled and sunned
and weeds are not removed when very
young.

Some educational weeds in Yemen:
Their causes and cure
I came across a variety of educational
weeds in Yemen. They exist in great
number throttling the plants. Let me
describe, in some detail, some of these
weeds, their causes and cure.

Weed 1: Extensive use of pencil,
rubber and white eraser
Pencil and rubber are good for begin-
ners. Adults should use them only occa-
sionally. But in Yemen even the adult
learners in colleges are found to use
them like beginners. They write, then
rub and write. Rub-write-rub-write…
the process goes on. I came across
some students writing in examination
in pencil first. Then write over them in
ink, and finally rub off the pencil
marks. What a waste of time and ener-
gy!

What is wrong with this kind of weed
in education?
The advantages of writing in pencil is
that we can erase it with ease. If we all

the time use pencil and eraser, this
becomes a disadvantage, even a dis-
ease. It will give us the feeling that this
is not the final writing. “I will go wrong
and I will correct the errors”. This kind
of feeling will never help you to think
“I’m writing my final draft and I will
not go wrong” or “ I can write all cor-
rect and there will be no need to erase.”

With great difficulty I made my stu-
dents give up the habit. I had to ban the
use of pencil, rubber, white eraser in
my class. But old habits die hard. Old
weeds stick to the ground like leeches.
There are still some students who use
them. This is because teachers in other
classes allow them to use them.

Weed 2: Overuse of bilingual / elec-
tronic dictionary
Almost all of our students are found to
carry with them small, bilingual pocket
dictionaries, the rich ones the electron-
ic dictionaries. Dictionaries are good
for learning language. But instant or
overuse of them will kill in us the
capacity to give the meaning of a new
word from the context. All good read-
ers have this skill. But overuse or fre-
quent use of dictionary will not help us
develop this very useful skill of read-
ing-guessing the meaning of a new
word from the context. Thus this is a
weed in the guise of a plant. Many
farmer-teachers fail to recognize this
weed. So I had to convince my students
the harmful effect of the overuse of dic-
tionary. The weed was so rampant that
I had to ban the use of dictionary in my
class. I told my students to consult them
at home later.

Why this weed? We the farmers are
the cause of the weed. This weed is cre-
ated by teachers who use difficult texts
in which every alternative word is a dif-
ficult word for the students. Thereby,
they are forced to consult the dictionary
all the time.

Weed 3: Bypassing the mind
Our mind or the brain is the sine qua
non or the basic root of all learning. But
unfortunately by the way we teach, test
and the materials we provide to our stu-
dents, the mind is bypassed. Without
applying their minds our students
somehow get through and pass the
exam by mugging up without under-
standing and by reproducing the
mugged up answers in the exam. We
also help them get through by our very
liberal, often half-hearted, ritual-like
tests and mode of evaluation.

This is the mother weed and gener-
ates other weeds like weed 1 and 2. And
weed 1 and 2, in turn, help their moth-
er. We teachers are the main cause of
this weed. The way we teach (always
explaining and lecturing) does not pro-
vide the learners a scope to think. The
materials we provide are too difficult
for them. As a result, they never ever
try to understand them - they only mug
up the materials and reproduce them in
the exam. Our tests also help proliferate
this weed. The students need not apply
their minds to answer the questions.
And we pass them (almost all) very
generously.

Continued on page 3
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (93)
Wishes for a sister (iv)

AA brother is not only a source of joy for a
sister but an unfailing pillar of strength,
comfort and pride for him as well. She looks

upon him as a friend, a philosopher and a guide in
the turbulent course of life’s sordid realities
• I may not be the best brother in the world, but I’m

sure, that I’m the luckiest. I feel blessed to have a
sister like you.

• We’ve a special closeness that’s grown deeper
through the heart, a bond that links us strongly
through laughter, smiles and tears; we share a deep
love and we support each other, too, and it means
still more with every year, to have a sister like you.

II. How to Say It Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. Before going into the mosque, everyone has to

take off his shoes.
2. When I tried on my three white shirts, I found

that not any of them fitted me any more.
3. None of the furniture have arrived yet.
4. Unfortunately, few of our houseplants died while

we were away on holiday.
5. It cost fewer than twenty dollars.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. She has to do a lot of traveling in her job.
2. Everything seemed to go wrong.
3. The whole of Sana’a was affected by the power

cut.
4. Both (of) their children had chicken pox at the

same time.
(‘both’ is used after a determiner such as ‘their’,
‘his’, the’, etc)

5. Each bus owned by the company is washed once
a week.

III. Increase Your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word

1. Based on error and misleading
information.

2. Liable to errors.
3. Land ploughed but not sown or planted.
4. Move, walk, or act in an uncertain or

hesitating manner.
5. Make well acquainted with.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. Short tale with animals in it and intended

to give moral teaching: fable (n)
2. Front or face of a building towards a street:

façade (n)
3. One of the many sides of a cut stone or a

jewel: facet (n)
4. Exact copy or reproduction of writing,

printing, a picture, etc: facsimile
5. Story, work or art, etc that looks genuine

but is not: fake(n)

(B) Words often confused
Bring out the difference in meaning of the
following pairs of words
1. eminent, imminent, immanent
2. egoism, egotism
3. trip, tour
4. arrant, errant
5. iniquitous, ubiquitous

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. acquisition (n) (acquiring): Child language

acquisition is a complex, yet fascinating process.
requisition (n) (act of demanding): The Defence
Ministry has submitted a requisition for military
supplies.
inquisition (n) (thorough search or
investigation): The Intelligence officials carried
out an inquisition into the assets accumulated by
the accused.

2. prescribe (vt) (advise or order the use of): The
doctor prescribed bed rest for the patient.
proscribe (vt) (denounce a person, practice, etc.
as dangerous): Some books written by Taslima
Nasreen have been proscribed in Bangladesh.

3. collar (n) (part of a garment that fits round the
neck): He has a fashionable collar stud.
color (n): Dreams lend color to life.

4. conceive (vt) (form an idea, plan, etc. in the
mind): I can’t conceive in my wildest dream how
you can stoop so low.
perceive (vt) (become aware of): I don’t
perceive any difference between my students and

my children.
5. compress (vt) (get into a smaller space,

condense): The writer has efficiently compressed
his ideas within the span of this short essay.
depress (vt) (make sad, low in spirits): I am
depressed to notice the progressive deterioration
in my father’s health.
repress (vt) (keep or put down or under): The
government repressed the rebellion with a stern
hand.

(C) Synonyms and Antonyms
(i) Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the
one given at the top
1. compunction

a. guilt
b. pricking of conscience
c. remorse
d. regret tinged with pity

2. concur
a. to run together b. to meet in one point
c. to coincide d. to act together

3. confound
a. to overthrow b. to confuse
c. to throw into disorder d. to defeat in argument

4. conglomerate
a. bunched b. mass
c. jumble d. collection

5. consecrate
a. to render holy b. venerable
c. hallowed d. devoted

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word Synonym

1. circumlocution evasive talk
2. circumspect cautious
3. clandestine private
4. coalesce unite into one body
5. cognition knowing in the widest sense

(ii) Antonyms
Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning
to the one given at the top
1. ephemeral

a. temporal b. everlasting
c. polite d. temporary

2. fickle
a. steadfast b. independent
c. permanent d. silly

3. firmament
a. earth b. hell
c. sky d. heaven

4. fetish
a. object of love b. object of hate
c. object of harm d. object of dispute

5. fructify
a. enrich b. fruitful
c. upgrade d. sterilize

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word Antonym

1. effeminate virile
2. epilogue prologue
3. extolled condemned
4. esoteric none of these
5. endemic epidemic

(D ) Spelling
Choose the correctly spelt word
1. a. mirchant b. merchent

c. merchant d. marchent
2. a. nausea b. noser

c. nousea d. nausia
3. a. ocured b. occured

c. occurred d. ocurred
4. a. omited b. ommited

c. ommitted d. omitted
5. a. ocasion b. occesion

c. occasion d. occagen

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. liberty
2. library
3. maintenance
4. magnificent
5. mathematics

(E ) Phrases and Idioms
Use the following phrases in sentences
1. tempt fate
2. leave (someone) in the lurch
3. stay the pace
4. you can say that again
5. fall foul of (someone/something)

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. in hot water (in trouble): You will be in hot

water unless you take your job seriously.
2. belle of the ball (the most attractive girl present

in the gathering): Although there was a large
gathering of girls in the auditorium, she was
decidedly the belle of the ball.

3. in seventh heaven (extremely happy or
pleased): Rizq was in seventh heaven when he
became the best graduate of the university.

4. a different kettle of fish (something completely
different): I have lived in several foreign
countries, but living and working in Yemen is a
different kettle of fish.

5. change horses in midstream (to change one’s
decisions, plans, etc. in the middle of a project):
It sounded absurd when the manager abruptly
decided to change horses in midstream and give
a different slant to the project.

IV. Grammar and Composition
Fill in the blanks with a suitable verb
1. The air crash investigators are …. into the cause

of the accident.
2. It’s a lovely sofa, but it would …. up to much

space in the sitting room.
3. While I was looking for my suitcase in the room,

I …. across a box full of lovely old books.
4. If you’ve forgotten his phone number, why don’t

you …. it up in the phone book?
5. When her husband went abroad she …. down

and cried.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. Running a big car like that can’t be at all cheap.

It must be very expensive running a big car like
that.

2. Ahmed Azzan started teaching six years ago.
Ahmed Azzan has already taught for six years.

3. What do you find most interesting about the
film?
What interests you most about the film?

4. ‘What’s happened to your knee?’ Khalid’s
mother asked him.
Khalid’s mother asked him what had happened
to his knee.

5. I was amazed by the things he said.
I thought what amazing things he said!

(B) Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the maxim

116: A BARKING DOG SELDOM BITES

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions
115: THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE WORM

If a bird arrives before other birds he has the
privilege of catching the worm because he has no
rival to compete with him or to snatch the worm
from him. Similarly, a person who gets up or begins
his efforts for an enterprise quite early is more likely
to be successful in the venture. In an age of keen
competition, one who finishes first will naturally be
the winner. The one who is first to arrive at the
finishing point will get the best award. On the other
hand, the one who lags behind has to be content with
the least that is available under the circumstances. As
the 18th century poet Dryden says “None but the
brave, none but the brave, none but the brave
deserves the fair.” In the struggle for existence, the
fittest only survives. Therefore, we should unleash
our best efforts to reach the goal ahead of everybody
else. We should be the leader, the forerunner, the
harbinger, the pioneer if we wish to get the best of
the bargain. The essence of the maxim is to be
prompt, active, aware and act without wasting the
precious time, because opportunity once lost may not
come again. 

V. Pearls From The Holy Quran
“All that hath been promised unto you will come
to pass: nor can ye frustrate it (in the least bit).”

—S6: A134

VI. Food for Thought
“A smile is the shortest distance between two
people.”

—Victor Borge

Improve  Your  English: 298 Teaching like
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EE
ducation is not a matter
of merely imparting
information and
enforcing discipline. It is
wrong and dangerous to

assume that all children are more or
less similar blank slates passively
awaiting transmission of facts.
Educators in public education
system must prepare all students,
not just a talented few, to face the
challenges of the 21st century. This
brings into focus preparing teachers
to be adequately equipped to
accomplish  this task. Hence, the
pressing need for teacher education.

Teaching is not everyone�s cup of
tea. The myth that any one can teach
�so long as you know your subject
matter� has long been exploded. Of
course, one can never underplay the
importance of subject knowledge in
making a good teacher. Love and
command of a subject certainly go a
long way to make inspired and
efficient teachers. But, over and
above the subject knowledge, in this
profession you need to have a
typical bent of mind, lots of patience
and confidence, understanding of
children, good organizing capacity
and friendly nature to be a
successful professional.

Subject matter knowledge is

indisputably important even for
elementary teachers. Therefore, all
prospective teachers should acquire
a thorough grounding in the subject
to be taught and go beyond a mere
smattering of the �matter� of the
subject.  They must grapple with the
fact that subjects include structures
and built-in pedagogies that teachers
must grasp in order to convey
essential outlines and the related
problem solving skills to the learners.

Teacher preparation should, by all
means, take into account a
sufficiently solid theoretical
knowledge on the part of teacher
trainees coupled with practical
experience so that the teachers�
command of this knowledge
improves educational practice and
learning outcomes and elevates the
status of teachers and teaching
within the academy and in the larger
society as well.

Apart from subject knowledge,
teachers ought to develop people
skills and pedagogic skills that would
stand them in good stead in the
classroom. At the same time they are
expected to be familiar with a set of
managerial skills such as customer
handling, hospitality, soft skills, and
selling techniques. They must
communicate well, and create a
perception in the market about the
school�s professional excellence.
They have to be flag bearers for
marketing the school�s educational
system, thereby fulfilling a very vital
aspect of professional commitment.

TEACHER EDUCATION (8)

Teacher education:
A springboard to unfold
the teacher's potential

VV ikram Seth’s “epic” novel A
Suitable Boy, which, unlike
works of “magic realism” of
Salman Rushdie and others,
adheres relentlessly to real-

ism, won accolades as a masterpiece to be
compared in its presentation of themes of
love and marriage with the fiction of Jane
Austen and in the breadth and sweep of its
depiction of a society with the novels of
George Eliot and Leo Tolstoy—of course
minus their moral observations. The sheer
readability of the work carries us through its
enormous length, and at the end there
emerges a sprawling and graphic description
of India of early 1950s in its diversity and
multiplicity. The novel, as noted by many
critics, with its sheer range of characters,
events, social and linguistic and religious
groupings takes us through an astonishing
variety of circles: its locale moves from
Brahmpur (perhaps modeled after Patna) and
a few villages in Purva Pradesh to Calcutta,
Delhi, Kanpur and Lucknow, and everything
is treated with remarkable accuracy. The
characters include Hindus (of many castes),
Muslims, Parsees, Sikhs and Christians, the
classes range from aristocracy and landed
gentry i.e. Nawabs, rajas, landlords to rich
farmers, middle class traders, profession-
als— academics, lawyers, doctors, business
executives, technicians, elite barristers,
bureaucrats and judges—poets, spiritualists,
diplomats and down to factory workers, ser-
vants, shoemakers and landless agricultural
labour. Even the then Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru appears more than once in
the novel. And everything is well researched.
The work begins and ends with weddings,
with quite logically large congregations of
people on both the occasions. The story is
carefully manipulated by withholding some
information and shifting from one plot to
another at crucial moments of suspense and
also foreshadowing certain events through
astrologers. So it is only appropriate that A
Suitable Boy should inspire a new anthology
of critical essays entirely devoted to itself.
Murari Prasad’s book comprising essays by
both Indian and Western scholars is a wel-
come step in that direction.

The introduction by the editor neatly cov-
ers the biography and the background of
Vikram Seth, in the process pointing out the
parallels between events in his life and his
family and those narrated in the novel. Then
it “introduces” the essays that follow, com-
menting succinctly on them.

The first essay by Himanshu Mohapatra
and Jatindra K. Nayak, “Jane Austen and
Vikram Seth:Uses of Realism in   A Suitable
Boy “,effectively shows the similarity of con-
cerns in Seth’s work and the novels of Jane
Austen. They observe that what Gothicism
was for Austen, “marvelous realism” is for
Seth, and they  elaborate the statement by
analyzing the tension between romance and
realism in both Austen and Seth. They com-
pare A Suitable Boy and Persuasion in rela-
tion to the presentation of the “ dominant
middle class”, noting that Seth’s novel is
Austenian in its privileging of  “sense” over
“sensibility”. These perceptive remarks,
however, are punctuated by minor flaws.

Thus they allude to “a key moment of sexual
surrender”. I wonder if there is any “moment
of sexual surrender” in Seth’s tone! The arti-
cle evinces a wide range of reading, but inter-
estingly there is no reference to
Rajagopalachary and Keerthi’s “Social
Realism in Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy”
which evokes Jane Austen. In the list of
works cited authors’ names are abbreviated
somewhat arbitrarily.

The two articles that follow engage Seth’s
employment of the English language.
Neelam Shrivastava’s article on the
“Challenges of Rendering Indian experience
into English in  Midnight’s Children and A
Suitable Boy” examines “their  use of English
as a translation from other Indian
Languages—and as a linguistic choice,
which reveals the secularism of the authors’
representation of India”
(p.44). The essay per-
ceptively concludes that
Seth’s prose has a
“smooth and eminently
readable surface” in
spite of “several
instances of code-mix-
ing and hybridization
from Hindi, Urdu,
Bengali and other lan-
guages”. Christopher
Rollason’s article on the
“Linguistic Aspects of A
Suitable Boy” is some-
what useful in its
detailed  scrutiny of the
novel’s four language
multilingualism, espe-
cially in his insightful
comparison of Vikram Seth and Walter Scott.
However, many of the statements and obser-
vations about the contents of the novel are
erroneous and inaccurate. Thus he compares
Brahmpur to Varanasi, Agra and Ayodhya,
but never to Patna where Seth had actually
resided. He says that Kabir was a “maths stu-
dent” whereas he studied History. Firoz is
called “a wastrel son” which is a gross exag-
geration, but he is justified when he mentions
“Seth’s  crucial theme of the need to connect
across barriers” (81).

The two articles on Islam take diamet-
rically opposed stance. Ian Almond’s “The
Imbalance of Islam: Muslims and unhappi-
ness in Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy” is an
“essentialist” study representing the kind of
prejudiced, unbalanced and partial view that
several western scholars and politicians have
taken of the Hindu attitude towards Muslims
that led to the unfortunate partition of India
and propping up of Pakistan’s Military
Dictators. In a jaundiced reading of the
novel, Almond classifies the Nawab Sahib
and Dr. Durrani as representing the sickness
of the Muslim community. In fact, the Nawab
Sahib is a cultured, cultivated, tolerant and
compassionate man. Dr. Durrani is an absent-
minded unworldly scholar whose introver-
sion represents the ivory tower academic
rather than a “ deranged” Muslim. Similarly
in his pairing of characters to show how in
every case, the Hindu is flexible and sensible
and the Muslim is tragic and inhuman, he
grossly misjudges Rasheed and Maan, as it
were. Rasheed’s idealism, political commit-
ment and devotion to duty, set him far above
many others in the novel. In contrast, Maan is
not, as mistakenly proposed by Almond, the
norm. He is rather too casual, undisciplined
and lacking in self-control. Again the rightist
Home Minister Aggarwal is not applauded
by Seth but rather unambiguously con-
demned. Although it is not customary for the
editor to write a separate article, refuting the
position taken up in another essay in the
anthology, Murari Prasad had no choice but
to resort to it to undo some of the mischief
Almond’s article may do. He very convinc-
ingly demolishes the structure of Almond’s

argument. In addition to Rasheed, he takes up
Firoz, Imtiaz and Zainab to show the positive
side of Islam as depicted in the novel.
Perhaps in his enthusiasm, he goes too far
when he says, “[S]ecularism in Islam was,
and probably even now is, if not non-existent
altogether, a terribly ticklish issue” (108-
109). Has he forgotten M.C.Chagla and
Bismillah Khan? He is also mistaken when
he concludes that in Lata’s search for a suit-
able boy, “Islam is not at issue, or religious
affiliations and narrow identities … for that
matter” (114). After all, as Malati tells Lata,
Kabir’s being a Muslim is a crucial factor. It
is said more than once that “mixed mar-
riages” cannot work in India. However, from
this, we cannot conclude as Almond does that
Muslims in the novel have an association
with the “tragic and the gloomy”.

Among other articles that explore Seth’s
vision, Mala Pandurang’s feminist reading
neatly develops its point of view with illus-
trations from the text. She convincingly con-
cludes that “ Seth[...] falls sshort off inscrib-
ing agency to his women characters, or of
investing in them the potential to transform
traditional mindsets. The novel does not
therefore challenge existing gender conven-
tions. A sincere effort to offer the option of
praxis to Saeeda, Tasneem and/or Lata could,
on the other hand, have elevated A Suitable
Boy from the level of a gentle satire to a strin-
gent critique of social and sexual inequities”
(p.129). Unfortunately, Pandurang’s style is
highly jargonistic; sadly enough, she is in the
distinguished company of critics like Homi
Bhabha

David Myer’s detailed scrutiny of
“Passion and Prejudice” in relation to the the-
matic unity of A Suitable Boy advances the
somewhat one-sided view that “Seth propos-
es that we deny passion and remain, whimsi-
cally, in control of ourselves”(131). Again he
writes   of Lata that “ Her pragmatic and defi-
ant decision is almost like an allegory of
modern India turning away from stultifying
snobbism and tradition and towards rational
planning, capitalist work ethic and economic
productivity”(133). It is somewhat simplis-
tic: one cannot ignore that Lata had proposed
to Kabir that they elope, and he, being then in
a cooler frame of mind, had turned it down.
Quoting Foucault on sexuality-source not
provided- he proceeds to conclude that
repression of sexual passion is linked with
“the primacy of capitalist productivity and
bourgeois respectability” (133). However,
passion, as in the case of Saeeda Bai amd
Maan is shown as irrepressible. Myers
extends the scope of his argument by intro-
ducing other varieties of passion such as the
religious passion of the Raja of Marh and the
passion for power as in Arun and
L.N.Aggarwal. He is really perceptive when
he concludes that Seth displays “ Victorian
delicacy” on the subject of sexual passion.
Similarly he is quite original when he talks of
Maan as a tragic character with a tragic flaw
(passion for Saeeda), remorse, repentance,
renunciation and transformation. However,

he is often faulty with small details: he refers
to Arun Kapoor and Varun Kapoor in place of
Arun Mehra and Varun Mehra; he talks of
Ustad Majeed Khan’s “leaning” for Tasneem
instead of mentioning Ishaq Khan; he says of
the Hindu code Bill; such laws guaranteeing
the survival of minority languages and cul-
tural groups, which is obviously untrue.

Felicity Hand in her piece on “Translating
India into English” is quite perceptive when
she observes that Seth’s novel is a calm
depiction of the ordinary reality of India, and
at the same time, “he can point to the virtues
and vices shared by all the human race as
opposed to insisting on the existence of an
intrinsically Indian identity that the inhabi-
tants of other countries could never hope to
comprehend”. Both the “calmness” of
“depiction” and the “universality” of Seth’s
work are features that critics have often over-
looked. Others have observed the multiplici-
ty of characters and events in the novel, but
Hand has also taken cognizance of Seth rais-
ing “a large number of issues”. However,
from here, she moves on to a somewhat
sweeping generalization: “Episodicity, for an
example, is an outstanding feature of Indian
novels...”(158).

Finally, Cielo G. Festino’s “The social
Geography of A Suitable Boy” employs
Franco Moretti’s strategy for literary inter-
pretation as shown in Atlas of the European
Novel 1800-1900 (1998) and draws a map of
the locale. However the map is not entirely
accurate in its details, especially of direc-
tions. The essay is also somewhat lacking in
depth.

The bibliography at the end by the editor
serves a useful purpose as it contains several
items which have not been mentioned in the
articles included in the book

On the whole, the anthology is both
insightful and comprehensive. Important
facts of the novel including themes, charac-
ters, prose style and narrative technique have
been covered. Perhaps some other features of
the form of the novel and its narrative man-
agement, especially in relation to the epi-
graph, and recurrent imagery can be added in
a second edition of the book.

The book is well bought out with an
attractive cover. It is a valuable addition to
the scholarship on Vikram Seth.

Dr. Prashant K. Sinha, formerly Professor
and   Head, Department of English, Pune
University, Pune (India), was recently a visit-
ing professor of English at the Faculty of
Education, Sana’a University.
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Dear learners of English,

TT his is a new series of let-
ters I am planning to
write for the benefit of
you, learners of English
in Yemen. You are

aware that I was writing letters to the
teachers of English in this country in
the earlier issues of Yemen Times
Educational supplement in order to
share with them certain useful infor-
mation related to the teaching of
English in Yemen. In these letters, I
touched on basic issues such as the
use of blackboard in the English
classes, preparing teaching aids for
teaching English etc. to very com-
plex issues such as punishing stu-
dents by rewards, evaluating teach-
ing materials etc. I believe that my
teacher friends in Yemen have read
them and benefited from them; a few
letters I got as feedback from teach-
ers pleases me and it is this incentive
that has motivated me to write this
series now.

In all these letters to the teachers,
though not stated explicitly many
times, I have kept the learners of
English, you, at the back of my mind.
How could I have told the teachers
to do something in the classes with-
out thinking of you? Any classroom
activity, though planned and  carried
out by the teachers most often, tar-
gets the learners, doesn’t it? There
can’t be teaching without learners;
hence the term ‘teaching-learning’

instead of teaching or learning is
more common in the ELT literature
these days. Of course, there was a
time when the classroom teaching
was looked at as the teacher’s activi-
ty without caring about the learners,
but those days are gone. So, you, the
learners of English – whether you are
in preparatory schools or secondary
schools or colleges or pursuing your
own studies at home – are our valu-
able consumers and welcome cus-
tomers. There can be learners with-
out teachers but can there be teachers
without learners?

This series of letters is to interact
with you, look at your problems,
responsibilities, your strength and
weaknesses, your success and failure
with regard to your learning of
English in Yemen and share with you
my views which may help you to
solve some of your problems and
learn better and more successfully.

Read these letters in every issue of
Education Page, last Monday of
every month, free with the issue of
Yemen Times and react; ask your
questions without any hesitation and
I’ll answer them in the following
issues. Questioning is the best way to
learn, as you know, as it benefits both
those that ask and those that answer.

I am going to write in these letters
problems and prospects of learning
English in Yemen, especially those
that hunt you as learners of English;
some of the areas I’ll discuss are how
learning Arabic helps learning
English, why you learn English in
this country, where you learn
English, how you learn, how much
English you need, how you can
improve your spoken English, writ-
ing and reading, how well you can
choose your dictionary and extra
reading materials etc.

Looking forward to your respons-
es to the letters.

Yours affectionately,
Dr. M.N.K. Bose

Prof. M.N.K.Bose
mnk_bose@hotmail.com
Professor of English,
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1. What is cloak and dagger
operation?

2. What is the meaning of the word
multiversity?

3. What does the word couple in
the sentence I have a couple of
things to do signify?

4. What is the word Simpleton
stand for?

5. What does the phrase Not to do a
hand's turn mean?

Suggested answers to the previous
issue's questions
1. A fifth columnist is a member of a 

fifth column, a traitor or spy.
2. Americans call brinjals egg

plants.

3. Alexander, the Great had no
beard. He had a number of
remarkable achievement to his
credit, but couldn't grow a beard!
Alexander's beard is a
beardless, smooth man.

4. A bottle neck is the narrow neck of 
a bottle. It signifies a narrow or
restricted stretch of road which
causes traffic to slow down or stop.
It also refers to anything that slows
down production in a
manufacturing process.

5. The word dead in the phrase
dead easy means completely
easy. Other such expressions are
dead stop, dead sure, dead easy, 
dead drunk. etc.

ANY GUESSES?



This weed is very rampant and is sole-
ly responsible for the poor state of edu-
cation in this country. Since my com-
ing here a year ago, a major part of my
energy has been devoted to rooting out
this weed. When a writing task is given
to my students, they start writing
immediately without thinking. They
commit errors while writing. Then
they spend a lot of time in erasing their
errors- repair and do patch work.
Similarly, they hand over the script,
often without revising. All of us can
correct about 40% of our own errors
ourselves provided we try sincerely to
think, reflect and revise. But hardly
ever any Yemeni learner does this.
They have the tendency to solely
depend on the teacher correction and
never on self correction. The same
basic errors, therefore, recur all the
time in their scripts. This weed is
everywhere in Yemen, even in case of
the students doing research. Most of
the M. Ed students have the tendency
to browse the internet first for their
research before spending time to think
even over their research topics, for
example. In order to root out this moth-
er weed in Yemen I have made it
mandatory in my class to spend some
time,  before my students write their
task and after they write sometimes,
for revision. I have been moderately
successful so far and wish that my
teacher friends worked hard so that we
could together root out this mother
weed since almost all of the common
errors and wrong strategies of the
Yemeni learners can be traced back to
this mother weed: bypassing or non-
use of mind.

Weed 4: Wide prevalence of parasite
gangs
Weed or no weed, a very few plants
manage to grow against all odds.
Some, though very few students (about
5%), manage to learn in spite of bad
teaching. In every field (class) there
are some such learners. They grow on
their own but we teacher-farmer take
the credit. In Yemen weak learners
tend to flock round such good learners
and, by doing so for long, they have
formed some parasite gangs with their
respective Queen Bees - the good
learners. If a home task is given, the
Queen Bees do the task and the para-
site learners copy from them mindless-
ly. In the classes these parasite learners
manage to sit near their Queen Bees,
even in exams, if the seats are not pre-
viously marked. The parasite learners
are, thus, totally dependent on the
Queen Bees. They have stopped think-
ing and applying their minds to learn-
ing. Wide prevalence of these gangs in
Yemen makes learning almost non-
functional.

Only recently I discovered these
gangs in my classes and took up imme-

diate steps. I disbanded these groups
by making them change their seats,
building up their already ruined self-
confidence through simple learning
tasks and by converting all my home
tasks to class tasks. But, ironically,
many of my colleagues (Why many?
Almost all!) have not been able to real-
ize the existence of these parasite
gangs in their classes although they
have been teaching here for more than
ten years.

Weed 5: Too much of negative focus
on exam
Exam is like a Frankenstein. It has the
innate tendency to swallow up its cre-
ator if not kept within control. The sys-
tem of education creates exam. But
exam swallows up the system. In
Yemen it seems to have totally swal-
lowed up the system of education. If
you, in a Yemeni classroom digress a
little to tell a story or an anecdote, the
students ask “Doctor, will this come in
the exam?” If you cut a joke, the same
inquiry follows. They are bent on not
learning something that is not related
to their exam. Exam has become syn-
onymous with education in Yemen, not
allowing real learning to take place.
Through devising new types of tests
which do not depend on mugging up
and memory but on thinking and appli-
cation, I am trying to root out this weed
and have been, to some extent, suc-
cessful. But there is a need to do so in
an institutional, or even national basis.

Conclusion
All the weeds narrated above are not
special to Yemen. They exist all over
the third world. But in Yemen they are
too many and too resistant. And to
make the matter worse, many of the
farmer-teachers fail to identify these
weeds. Some even confuse them with
plants they grow. I got frustrated dur-
ing the early days of farming-teaching
in removing these weeds so much so
that I sent my resignation letter to my
land lord (Rector). He called for me
and asked the reason. I said (read with
out the analogy); “Your land is full of
weeds. I cannot cultivate.” He then
asked me to describe some of the
weeds. When I narrated some in some
detail, he said “None of my farmers
have  told me about the weeds before.
You also tell about this to me now for
the first time. By telling and then
resigning, you are not helping. Stay
another year; I will help you root out
some of them.” My land lord was a
clever land lord. I succumbed to his
will and stayed another year, fraught
with the weed and have been success-
ful in rooting out about 80% of these
weeds in my plot (class). My plants
now are growing thick and fast and I
am expecting this year a bumper crop
much more than I could farm in India.

“W“W
hy do we
care for lit-
erature?” is
a pertient
ques t ion .

We care for literature on account of its
deep and everlasting human signifi-
cance. A great book grows out of life
and experience of life. It does not
emerge from imagination or fantasy.
Literature is a vital record of what men
and women have seen or experienced
actually in life; how they have thought
of things; issues in life and what they
have experienced of it and what they
have thought and felt about its aspects.
So one can say that literature is nour-
ished by life which it embodies.

The great impulses behind literature
may be observed in our personal desire
for self-_expression, our intersts in
individuals and groups and how they
act or behave or coduct things in life,
our interest in the world of reality in
which we live and co-exist in it with
others, in the world of imagination and
in our love of forms, style and philoso-
phy of the writer.
In a sense, our love of literature springs
from our interest in men and women,
their lives, motives, passions, actions,
relationships. In other words, we are
interested in the great drama of life.
The writer, novelist, or the poet reflects
the realities of life in their poems or
writings or novels. Man as a social ani-
mal is unable to keep his experiences,
observations, thoughts, ideas, passions,
fancies to himself and share these with
his fellow beings.
Thus there is an interaction between
man and his social community. No
human being can live outside his com-
munity. One important thing lies in the
conflict of man with the unknown
forces that govern his destiny. When
one reads a fiction, a play or a poem
one feels an unknown pity or sympathy
towards the character or speaker in
action. This enhances his awareness of
and sensitivity to human experience
and builds up his responsiveness to
them.
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Oh, East is East, and West is West
and never the twain shall meet

—Kipling

TT
his line from the poet
Rudyard Kipling highlights
the saliency of  comparison
which has been the time-hon-
oured practice of examining

things whether in literature, anthropology,
politics, religion, linguistics and so on.
Comparison    involves ways of examin-
ing things by someone. It intends to bring
out similar and dissimilar things; to unite
more than divide; to find unity in diversi-
ty; to develop a sense of tolerance. In lit-
erature it seeks to discover bonds and ties
in the apparently dissimilar literary
works, pertaining to two societies, two
cultures across time. This sort of compar-
ative survey is known as comparative lit-
erature.

Comparative studies  attempt to
demonstrate that different fields of
knowledge relate to each other in one way
or the other. CL as an academic discipline
is based on comparison like any other
field that employs comparison.CL is con-
cerned with the relationship between gen-
res of literature rooted in two cultures.
One culture may be a giver the other one
a receiver. (Al-Qamri, 1991). 

Many questions arise relating to
Comparative Literature (hence CL).  Why
do I compare two literatures? Is it a
branch of literary history or literary criti-
cism?  Is it a way of studying literature
that transcends its nationality and takes it
to the level of internationality? If one
accepts the view that CL is a literature that
is beyond national literature, does CL
look at some literature as high, sophisti-
cated, superior and the other as vulgar,
inferior? Does CL limit masterpieces of
the world to Western culture?

One also needs to ask what are the cri-
teria that determine the elements of CL.
Does it fall in the domain of language or
culture? Is there any scope to incorporate
CL in the  English curriculum in Yemen? 

Comparative Literature:
Theoretical Background 
For some critics like T.S. Eliot, literature
is to be seen and examined only by com-
parison with other literary works. For
instance he said in his article “Tradition
and the Individual Talent” that ‘No poet,
no artist of any art, has his complete
meaning alone. His significance, his
appreciation is the appreciation of his
relation to the dead poets and artists. You
cannot value him alone; you must set him,
for contrast and comparison, among the
dead. I mean this as a principle of aesthet-
ics, not merely historical, criticism.’

Literature,obviously, is not created in
isolation. If it is related in some way or
the other to other writers then the proper
way of studying it is to examine each lit-
erary text against another either in the
same culture or from other culture/s.
Without CL it will be difficult to under-
stand Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) Very
often Poe uses some words that sound like
Arabic as titles for his poems, e.g. Al
Araaf, Ulalume, Israfel, Eulalie. Most of
the time, these words are used to refer to
his late wife.

Whether CL should focus on the life of
the author and his relation to other writers
at the same age is a much debated ques-
tion.. 

CL gets its importance from several
contemporary social and scientific devel-
opments: globalisation, democracy, inter-
action of cultures, business transaction
and so forth. As an academic discipline,
CL has various ramifications. It has been
perceived as a branch of literary history
that studies the relationships among
nations and  writers. CL relates between
writers who write similar things in their
writings but differ in their culture and lan-
guage. It looks for universalities in litera-
ture. It pays no attention to barriers of lan-
guage, nation, race, ideas, and biases. It
looks at literature as the product of
humanity (Wazzan, 1985:15). According
to The Oxford Companion to English
Literature, CL ‘aims at the study of liter-
ary works and traditions of more than one
nation or language’. CL, thus, permits
fuller understating of international literary
movements and affiliations. CL crosses
frontiers in search of
cross-cultural corre-
spondences (Drabble,
2000: 225). CL can
also be seen as the
comparison of one lit-
erature with other
spheres of human
expression, e.g. sci-
ence, religion, arts,
music, philosophy,
psychology, etc.
Unlike CL, national
literatures like Arabic
or English are defined
linguistically and
nationally. 

CL clearly involves
more than one lan-
guage or culture. At
least two writers are
studied where simi-
larities and contrasts
are involved. CL is
associated with the mutual influence of
literary trends, forms, thoughts, themes,
situations and characters in more than one
culture. CL is tied to cultural links that
connect different nations culturally, intel-
lectually and socially.

Basically comparative literature has an
‘interdisciplinary’ ‘trans-national’
approach. It crosses linguistic, ethnic, and
political boundaries (Bassnett 1993). The
reading is not within a single literature,
but making associations, connections and
similarities with great open space of liter-
ature with a capital L. Comparative litera-
ture has made world literature common-
sense for people all over the world.
People hear of Rubaiyat Omar Khayyam,
Arabian Nights, Naguib Mahfouz’s nov-
els, Goethe’s Faust, Dostoevsky’s,
Fluabert’s Madame Bovary, Ibsen’s A
Doll’s House, Crime and Punishment,
Cervantes Don Quixote (1605),
Shakespeare’s tragedies, etc. This has
been made easier by marketing of books,
availability of translations and compara-
tive literature studies that promote under-
standings and encourage sharing com-
monalties.

Comparative Literature In Practice
Teaching methods in literature are not so
clear as they are in other fields such as
language (e.g. grammar translation
method, direct method, audio-visual
method, communicative approach, etc).
One may ask how CL can be applied to
teaching English to Yemeni Learners or
Arab learners for that matter. 

A literary work can be compared from
the point of view of themes and motifs.
Like character analysis, theme allows
grouping of literary texts regardless of
their background. Forms of literature such
as ode, ballad, autobiographies, pastoral
poems, adventures, comedy, tragedy, ele-

gies, didactic, etc. as well as structural,
sense and sound devices including myth,
legend, irony, parody, burlesque, fable,
parable, allegories, symbols, metaphor,
simile, personification, alliteration, asso-
nance, consonance also permit compari-
son .Jabar, 1983: 44-45).

For instance, to discuss the story of
Chinua Achebe’s novel Things Fall Apart
is to link it to “The Second Coming” by
W. B. Yeats  (1865-1939):

Things fall apart; the centre cannot
hold; 

Similar to this is the origin of Shaw’s
Arms and the Man and Hemingway’s For
whom the Bell Tolls for these titles are
taken from John Donne (1572-1631) and
Virgil (70-19 BC) respectively. To teach
the twentieth century novel Forster’s A
Passage To India is to mention
Whitman’s “Passage to India”. While
Whitman’s poem is optimistic, Forester’s
novel ends with a bleak tone: every thing
[horses, mountains, earth, sky, etc.] said
in their hundred voices, ‘No, not
yet…No, not there.’

One finds some
relation between
Ibsen and G.B. Shaw.
Some would study
the influence of T.S.
Eliot on W.H. Auden
or Pound on Eliot.
Others may study the
influence of
Coleridge on
Wordsworth. A com-
paratist finds similar-
ities as between Hayy
ibn Yaqzan (Alive
Son of Awake) by Ibn
al-Taufil (1100?-
1185; Higria 494?-
581) and Defoe’s
Robison Crusoe but it
needs some kind of
documentation and
scholarly studies. A
comparatist may
study the Romantic

Movement in Europe and its influence on
the Arabic World or  the study of
Puritanism and its influence on literature
in Britain and America. But these studies
are not directly relevant a teacher of liter-
ature for Arab students. 

A more plausible topic is to investigate
the relationship between an Arab writer
and a foreign writer. For example, Naguib
Mahfouz (1911- ), Egyptian author, and
Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945) can be
compared on the basis of their naturalistic
viewpoints. What binds the two is the nat-
uralistic mode of presentation of their
characters, their attitude  towards environ-
ment, heredity and the gloomy view of
life. One finds this is clear in Naguib
Mahfouz’s bidaya wa nihaia (1945; The
Beginning and the End) or al-thulathiyya
(The Trilogy 1957) and Sister Carrie
(1900). Like Mahfouz’s novels, Dreiser
recounts in Sister Carrie the story of a
small-town girl who moves to Chicago
and eventually becomes a Broadway star
in New York City. The novel depicts
explicit treatment of sexual issues. Khat, a
short story by Dreiser, similarly recounts
a gloomy setting (Hodidah, Yemen); it
tells the story of a beggar who is a khat
addict. He runs after money only to satis-
fy his basic drive for Khat. Mahfouz’s
novels can be compared also with
Steinbeck’s novels. One can explore the
linkages between Steinbeck and Mahfouz
through the analysis of their major novels:
The Grapes of Wrath, Of Mice and Men,
Tortilla Flat, Zuqaq al midaq (1947;
Midaq Alley), al-liss wal kilab (trans. The
Thief and the Dogs) and Miramar
(Miramar). The two novelists project the
plight of the oppressed class in their
works.(Sharyan, 2000). The former pres-
ents America during the Great Depression
(the end of 1929 until the early 1940s) and
the latter presents the migration of

Yemenis particularly during the Imam’a
period. 

Adultery and sacred marital commit-
ments as a theme can be found in the writ-
ings of different backgrounds such as
Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880),
Hawthorne (1804-1864), Tolstoy (1828-
1910) and Naguib Mahfouz (1911-). A
comparative study can examine adultery
in the four cultural backgrounds. Gustave
Flaubert (1821-1880), the father of realis-
tic fiction in France, portrays the dissatis-
faction of Emma in Madame Bovary
(1857). He delineates the specific reality
of the main characters and the historical
period. Emma the heroine feels disap-
pointed by Charles Bovary as a dull hus-
band. She is charmed by Rodolphe and
Léon with whom she had affairs. Emma
commits suicide by swallowing arsenic
and dies a horrible death. Tolstoy (1828-
1910), the Russian novelist, presents an
identical context. Like Emma, Anna in
Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina (1875-1877) is
torn between her dull marriage and a pas-
sionate affair with Vronsky, a dashing sol-
dier for whom she gives up everything. In
the end, Anna suffers a tragic fate. A sim-
ilar theme is to be found in Hawthorne
(1804-1864), the Puritan novelist. Hester
Prynne, the heroine, in Hawthorne’s The
Scarlet Letter (1850) is a tale of sin and
redemption. It is set in the Puritan Boston
of 1600s. The heroine was exiled for adul-
tery. Sheis made to wear a red “A” on her
dress. Her lover remains silent about their
passion. Mahfouz’s Zuqaq al midaq
(1947; Midaq Alley) depicts the misery of
Hamida, the heroine, who went to the
brothel instead of marrying Abbas, the
barber. For a comparatist, these novels
offer an extraordinary insight into the
norms and behaviors of varied societies.
Nevertheless, these norms, though varied,
are universals.. 

Such studies represent a particular
worldview though with specific local
colour. Arabic and English literatures are
differentiated in all kinds of ways- lin-
guistically, geographically, historically,
aesthetically. But ‘similarities and com-
monalties’ is what binds this kind of stud-
ies.. 

Arabic Literature and the West
The relation between Arabic literature and
the West began as early as the crusades
that took place from 1095 to 1270. Later
the West came back in 18th and 19th cen-
tury as colonizers to countries like
Yemen, Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, Libya
Morocco, Tunisia, etc. A number of west-
ern writers like Hugo, Shelley and
Wordsworth admired the East. The first
serious attempt to understand Arabic liter-
ature was by the British Orientalist Fort
William who was in Calcutta, India. The
poetical translations from Arabic were
introduced to him by Friedrich Rückert
(1788-1866), the German scholar.
Though self-educated in Oriental lan-
guages, he introduced his German readers
to Arabic. Goethe (1749-1832), the
German Romantic poet, novelist, play-
wright, and natural philosopher had intro-
duced the eastern literature in his enchant-
ing poems, West-östlicher Divan (1819;
“Divan of West and East”) a collection
which was the first response to the aes-
thetic appreciation of the character of
Oriental poetry by an acknowledged mas-
ter of European studies (Divan of West
and East; trans.

Abulrhaman
Badawi). Some of the Arabic literature
crept into Europe with the translations
(1704) of the fairy tales The Thousand
and One Nights: collection of Oriental
stories whose tales of Aladdin, Ali Baba,
and Sindbad the Sailor have almost
become part of Western folklore. These
tales provided abundant raw material for
many a Western writers’ plays, novels,
stories, or poems about the Islamic East
(Encyclopedia Britannica). In the 20th
century a number of Arabic scholars as
Taha Husian were influenced either
through their study in the West or through
exposure to translation of master world
literature like Naguib Mahfouz, Abbas
Alaqad and Mohammad Hussein Haykal.

The Arabic culture has its distinct ori-
gin. For example, the novel is not totally
new to Arabic literature as some assume.
(Some think that Muhammad Hussein
Haykal’s Zaynab (1913) is the first novel
in Arabic Literature (Somekh, 1973). The
novel which can be traced back to the sev-
enteenth and eighteenth centuries in other
parts of Europe has some prototypes in
classical Arabic literature: Alf laylah wa
laylah (Arabian Nights), Ibn al-Muqaffa’s
fables of Kalila wa Dimna, Hayy ibn
Yaqzan (Alive Son of Awake) (a philo-
sophical story), and al maqamat (a type of
narrative that was popular during the
Abbasid Period both in the east and west
of the Islamic Empire at that time).

Comparative Literature: Its Implications
for Yemeni learners of English

Literature as a
nourisher of life

Dr Ayid Sharyan
(Associate Professor)
Department of English, 
Faculty of Education, Sana’a
University, Sana’a
ayids@yahoo.com

Teaching like
a farmer in Yemen

Tick ( ) the most appropriate choice

1. A large iceberg melts at the base
rather than at the top because
of the high pressure, ice at the base
lowers its melting point
ice at the top is impure
ice at the top is below freezing point
none of these

2. It is hotter in a cloudy night than
in nights with clear sky because
air increases the atmospheric

pressure, thus making it hotter
clouds are charged and this charge is
transmitted to the atmosphere to
keep it hot
clouds prevent heat radiations from
earth to escape into the atmosphere

none of these

3. The enzyme which along with
Hydrochloric acid forms an
important constituent of gastric
juice is
Amylase
Peptin
Chemotropism
Pepsin

4. The seeds are winged and
therefore are dispersed by wind
in
Calotropis
Rice
Cyeas
Petunia

5. Give the full form of the
abbreviation INSTAR

Suggested answers to the previous
quiz

1. A class of hormones secreted by
male organ ‘testes’ is androgens.

2. Raw materials of cement are
limestone and clay.

3. A rainbow is formed due to the fact
that as the sun rays pass through
the suspended water drops they
break up into seven colors.

4. Calcium is necessary for bones,
teeth, breathing of the heart.

5. The full form of ROM is Read
Only Memory.

SCIENCE QUIZ LINE

Comparative
Literature intends “to

unite more than
divide; to find unity in
diversity; to develop a
sense of tolerance... to

discover bonds and
ties in the apparently

dissimilar literary
works, pertaining to

two societies, two
cultures across time.”



Some books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed, and some few to be chewed
and digested : that is some books are to
be read only in parts, others to be read,
but not curiously, and some few to be
read wholly, and with diligence and
attention.

—Francis Bacon

RReading and writing are the
two sides of the same coin.
It is to writing what hearing
is to speaking. Sometimes
we don’t hear what people

are really speaking about. This is appli-
cable to reading as well. You must
remember that the book is not about
yours and you are reading it in order to
get something out of it. According to
Canadian Novelist Robertson Davis, one
must read selectively, listen to the inner
music of the writer’s voice and reread
books that give you pleasure. I believe
that one has to read a book more slowly
than some modern teachers recommend.
The reason is that the reader is trying to
find out what the book has to say. I am
sure that you have no intention to finish
the book somehow or the other. If you
don’t like the book, do not strain unnec-
essarily. Put it aside and read something
that interests you. But if you like the
book, take your own time, do not rush at
it. Read it at the pace at which you can
pronounce and hear every word in your
head. In other words, one has to read elo-
quently. You are reading for pleasure and
incidentally, it may bring information
and enlightenment, but if it doesn’t bring
pleasure, you should ask yourself why
you are reading it. 

People who teach Reading are against
what they call “verbalizing”. According
to them if you verbalize, you lose time.
But you are not reading to save time. You
are reading for pleasure and understand-
ing. During the Middle Ages people used
to read aloud and the story of a scholar
who had to discontinue his studies
because he had a soar throat, is a well
known one. In fact verbalizing is one of
the best critical procedures especially
while reading poetry. While teaching
poetry I always ask the students to
read/recite it loudly. Read aloud so that
you can hear what is read with the inner
eye, and it is an important critical
method for good reading practice. Try to
read a passage loudly from a book that
you find it difficult to understand. There
is every possibility that you will start
understanding the passage soon!

So, in order to read well, first of all
you need to derive pleasure in what you
read. Secondly we need an open and
flexible mind. You see, we can’t take
words at face value. We must see them
contextually in order to make sense. And
this context is ever changing. It is gener-
ated by the words of a given text, where
the text itself is generated by the writer
who will generate contexts which a con-
scious reader can envisage. A good read-
er has to see all that in a text.

The problem is there is always some
sort of discrepancy between what a text
says and what it means. So, the reader

has to figure out what a text really means
on the basis of what he reads. In other
words, a reader often has to construe the
meaning on the basis of various clues
given in the text. For example, consider
the following two different expressions:
“They kicked him upstairs” and “They
put him out of pasture”. Though differ-
ent, there is something similar here and
the similarity is that both these expres-
sions could mean “they forced him into
early retirement.” Again, observe the fol-
lowing contradictory expressions in
English language (Oxymoron), “act nat-
urally” and “found missing”. To “act nat-
urally” actually means to act in such a
way as to seem not to be acting at all.
And it is intelligible to say, that while
looking for something, we came to the
conclusion that something was missing.
The point is that this so-called oxymoron
makes sense provided we don’t read
them with simple-minded literalness.

Hermeneutical philosophy says that in
order to understand the whole you must
know the parts, but in order to under-
stand the parts, you must first understand
the whole. It appears that according to
hermeneutical circle, real understanding
of a text is impossible. Probably the way
to get out of this circle is to reach that
point in reading a text where the reader
can see how the given parts constitute a
certain whole and not some other. In
other words we are out of this dilemma
when we see that the parts and the whole
which they constitute converge into a
perfect harmony, a harmonious unit.

“You can’t see the forest for the trees”.
This saying echoes the hermeneutical
circle as well as the whole idea that
though the evidence for a given interpre-
tation is in the text, it is the text itself that
needs interpreting in the first place. The
idea is to see the “forest” because of and
not in spite of the “trees”. 

Reading then is an active enterprise
(as is misreading of course!). The good
reader pays attention to every aspect of a
text and does not jump into conclusions
prematurely. The good reader allows the
text to suggest the context within which
it is to be understood. The bad reader
either ignores the context or changes it.
The good reader implicitly recognizes
the fact that an interpretation is not
something superimposed on a given text,
but something suggested by it. 

Many readers think that once you have
read a book, it has been read for ever. For
example, you have read Shakespeare’s
“Othello” when you were an undergrad-
uate. You must read it again when you
are 25, 50, 56, 60, 70. When you read it
again and again you derive more and
more insight about the play. Perhaps you
may not read every page at these later
years, but you should really take another
look at a great book, in order to find out
how great it is, or how great it has
remained to you. Great writers and artists
deserve this kind of careful considera-
tion. The more you read a great book the
more you derive great pleasure and
insight.

And I believe that you must read some
rubbish also because an exclusive diet of
masterpieces will give you spiritual
“indigestion”. How can you know that a
mountain peak is glorious unless you
have scrambled through dirty valley?
Similarly while reading great books, read
also some current books, periodicals,
news papers etc. They will help you to
take the measure of the age in which you
live. Remember that our aim is not to
become immensely widely read (If you
do it, it is fine) not to become an expert
reader, but to have read deeply with
pleasure and understanding and to have
invited a few masterpieces into your life.

IInstruction in Islamic studies
marked the main source of educa-
tion per se in Al-Yemen Al-Saeed
(Happy Yemen). Subsequently, the
programs of the teaching of the

Holy Quran and the Islamic Studies pio-
neered the movement of education in sev-
eral institutions in the Islamic World in
general and in Yemen in particular as the
symbol of Islamic faith and wisdom.

This article attempts to shed some light
on the program of teaching Islamic
Studies in Yemen, analyze its aims and
objectives, and briefly suggest ways and
means to develop it. It is a kind of stock
taking of the Islamic Studies scenario in
Yemen. It seeks to identify areas that need
review and repair, especially the methods
to teach this important field so as to make
it more practical and useful.

Islamic Studies program in Yemeni pri-
mary schools
Primary education refers to education
involving children of 6-15 years, that is
from the 1st class upto the 9th class.
Education in this stage aims at imparting
the requisite knowledge and skills that the
child needs so as to support and facilitate
his education at a higher level and to
enable him to effectively participate in the
social reconstruction process. The pro-
gram of Islamic Studies at this stage of
education includes the following two
courses:
a. An independent course for the Holy

Quran involving memorization,
recitation and “Tajweed”

b. Islamic Education courses that
include Islamic beliefs, jurisprudence
of worship, morals and ideal behav-
ior, “Sunnah” embodying the
Prophet’s instructions and learning of
Hadith science containing the
Prophet’s utterances and its docu-
mentations.

Aim of Islamic Studies programs at the
primary level
The most important aims at this stage are
to:
a. Inculcate Islamic values and beliefs

in the youngsters, and bring them up
in harmony with these values. The
overall objective of the curriculum at
this is to help create a social order
based on the firm foundation of an
appropriate set of psychological, eco-
nomic and political principles which
help children in forming the right atti-
tude and behavior based on the two
precious resources namely, the Holy
Quran and the best of Sunnah.

b. Create a sense of reverence for the
Holy Quran in the minds of the
youngsters and motivate them to
study it thoroughly with a deep sense
of dedication and commitment.

c. Achieve proficiency in the recitation
of the Holy Quran, understand its
underlying philosophy, intuitively
reflect on it and model one’s life
according to its directive principles.

d. Orient the younger generation into
Islamic views of life by assimilating

the fundamental tenets of Islamic
education.

Islamic studies programs in Yemeni
universities
There is a department of Islamic
Education in every university in Yemen –
public or private. The curriculum compo-
nents of Islamic studies consist of memo-
rization, recitation and Tajweed (tech-
niques of reading) of the Holy Quran, sci-
entific elucidation of its basic cardinal
principles, the Islamic belief system,
Hadith and its terminology, Islamic juris-
diction with all its culture and thought
patterns, the present Islamic world, sci-
ence of religions, the Islamic mission, and
such courses that can potentially be
included while planning the curriculum
renewal in future.

Objectives of Islamic Studies programs
in Yemeni universities
Islamic Studies programs in Yemeni uni-
versities are geared 
a. to re-associate sciences with their

respective Islamic origin
b. to stabilize the deeper significance

and Islamic cultural values matrix
and belief system in the deeper con-
sciousness of the Yemeni people.

c. to make them aware of the true
essence of worship, sterling moral
precepts, foundations of model codes
of conduct, purity and transparency
in personal life situations away from
factional and sectarian conflicts.

d. to adequately prepare cadres of
Yemeni Islamic missionaries as well
as Islamic and Arab scholars in
Yemen, properly qualify and equip
them with the right sorts of religious
knowledge away from destructive
extravagance and extremism.

e. to put the whole range of the Islamic
concepts in proper perspective consti-
tuting it as a life’s mission, character-
ized by comprehension and flexibili-
ty, interacting with human life
through time and space.

Suggested ways and means to innovate
these programs and methods of teach-
ing them
1. The  revision of these programs in

future has to be in harmony with the
progressive development and change
of life. Any attempt for restructuring
of the curriculum has inevitably to be
accompanied by a suitable textbook
that adequately fulfils the curricular
objectives. In this context, it won’t be
out of place to mention here that the
currently prescribed text, Dr. Ali
Jreesha’s The Present Situation of the
Islamic World seems inappropriate
because, with due respect for the
book and its author, it was written in
the middle of 1970s, that is more than
30 years ago. Moreover, it is not
updated to include the latest thinking
in the Islamic World.

2. There should be support for the sci-
entific programs in the field of
preparing specialists for teaching the
Holy Quran and Islamic Studies so
that they enrich Yemen with their
scholarly contributions.

3. The universities shoud provide for the
use of the modern media in imparting
instruction in Islamic science incor-
porating the modern advances in the
field.

4. There should be facilities for utilizing
the contemporary information stor-
age technology to facilitate the com-
prehension of Islamic science and
modernization of  the teaching tech-
nology.

Translated by Zeena Mohammed Al-Tarib
Level 4, Faculty of Education, University
of Science  and Technology, Sana’a
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This is Life…..
For better or worse
This is Life…
Where the beautiful and ugly co-exist.
We have to live
And strive to see beauty in everything,
Even if sorrows and sadness destroy our life,
We have to face life bravely.
We must bear up with life
And learn from its experiences

From what is good and what is bad
From what is beautiful and what is ugly.
We should build our life
Away from hatred and petty things
And try to see everything in its right perspec-
tive
And say, “Life is beautiful, the mere livingThat
is Living Life.

Ahalam Alsuleehi
Level 3 Faculty of Education

Taiz University

I thank Arif Al-Ahdal for his informative
and comprehensive article on Michael
West�s contribution to teaching English
as a second/foreign language (supple-
ment 8, dated 5 October, 2006).
Currently ELT seems to have become,
like some other disciplines, theoretical,
more so for us who teach English in very
difficult situations, (as almost all the ELT
writings are by people who teach
English in comfortable circumstances.

Michael West was an exception. His
approach to ELT was very practical and
he taught English in difficult circum-
stances.

Dr Manmath Kundu
(Associate Professor)

Department of English, 
Faculty of Education, Hudeidah

University,
Hudeidah

RESPONSE TO ARTICLES

Professor M N K Bose
Taiz

Mabrook a million
Man of the masses!
Father of United Yemen
Brother of twenty million.
Victory is not yours
It’s ours, people say.
Victory is not new to you

It’s part of your history.
It’s no wonder
You are the chosen leader
You alone can make wonders
To lead Yemen in the path of
progress.
Mabrook a million
Man of the masses.
In the path of progress.

POETRY CORNER

LLegal notions of equality of
men and women are full of
tensions and contradic-
tions. Law recognizes
duality (right or wrong,

guilty or innocent, win or lose) rather
than diversity. Social law constructed
according to “natural law” sets up sex
as the primary way to classify persons.
Women are classified by sex, as differ-
ent from men. When this standard pre-
vails, then “Real differences” are
alleged to justify differential treatment;
women are not considered as “similar-
ly situated” to men. This may work to
the advantage of women (as in affirma-
tive action laws or the provision of spe-
cial training programs for women) or
to the disadvantage of women (as in
“protective legislation” that excludes
women from certain tasks or occupa-
tions on the basis of their biology or
concepts of nature). When women are
treated as same as men, and as exactly
like men, legal equality takes no cog-
nizance of social and economic
inequalities. The study of women that
places women’s own experiences in
the centre of the process, helps modern
movement to promote the full equality
of women with men and their high val-
uation as human beings.

Socially, Islam emphasizes the more
immediate family tie existing between
a husband, his wife, and their children
and aims at elevating the status of the
female within the family and the socie-
ty. The feminist community helps in
exploring how gender issues and relat-
ed issues in law have exerted their
impact on the society.

Nowadays, gender-neutral language
has gained support from major book
publishers, professionals and academic
groups. The practice of assigning mas-
culine gender to neutral terms comes
from the fact that every language
reflects the prejudices of the society in
which it evolved. English is a case in
point. It evolved through most of its
history in male-centered patriarchal
society. For example “Man” was once
a truly generic word referring to all
humans; but has gradually moved in
meaning to become a word that refers
to adult male human beings. This is not
about freedom of speech, there is no
rule insisting on gender- neutral lan-
guage. This is a more pertinent issue
involving audience and awareness.

Sometimes the legal system holds
out limited protection. It does, howev-
er, hold out choices as well.
Understanding how the law works in
this case depends on understanding
how women make choices and exploit
the limited opportunities available to
them. Law is often depicted as operat-
ing on women in particularly unfavor-
able ways. While such images are not
always inaccurate, they are incom-
plete. 

In recent years, the understanding of
the Arab world and Islamic Law by the
rest of the world has been enriched by
new attempts to understand women as
agents who craft their own lives and
history, even as they operate within
sharp social, cultural and legal con-
straints. Since personal status law gov-
erns areas like marriage, divorce, cus-
tody, it is often the area of law that
treats women specifically and deliber-
ately as women; whereas other areas of
law like civil and criminal laws need to
be more gender- oriented in their appli-
cation. In cases where legal system
neglects the legal environment that
governs women, they always have a
part to play in defining their position.

In fact, while women’s weakness is
generally difficult to deny, it does not
erase the ability of women to make
positive use of law in negotiating their
rights and relationships with family
members, employers and others.

Gender and Law:
Implication for
legal education

Anupma Tripathi
MBA, LLM 
Sana’a
anupma014@hotmail.com

Mabrook a million

A reading lesson Program of teaching
Islamic studies in

Yemen: An appraisal

Dr. P.A.Abraham
Professor of English
Taiz University
abraham_panavelil@rediffmail.com

Dr. Ashi Ali Ben Al-Ajmi
Assistant Professor
Coordinator, Program of
Islamic Studies
University of Science and
Technology, Sana’a
ali_ashi2003@hotmail.com

Living life

To you, O my country
I vouchsafe honestly
I love you deeply.
To you, O my country
I say proudly
You are my beloved country
For you, O my country
I mourn sadly when something sad happens

to you.

To you, O my country
I vow to do any thing
To live and let live peacefully.

Hanan Mohammad Al-Shibami
Level 4

Faculty of Education
University of Science and Technology,

Sana’a

My country
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