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SANA’A, Dec. 3 – There has never been
a better time to invest in youth in devel-

oping countries, or so says the World
Bank Development Report 2007.

With the challenges facing developing
countries as they struggle to achieve
Millennium Development Goals, it
seems there’s a window of opportunity
by investing in youth.

More than one in four people are in
search of jobs in the Middle East and
North Africa region. According to the
report, although unemployment rates are

highest among both
youth and adults,
the good news is
that youth are more
educated and
healthier than older
generations.

The MENA
region has approxi-
mately 100 million
young people aged
12-24 and the num-
ber of young peo-
ple in these coun-
tries will peak in
the next 25 years.
Nations differ – for
instance, Egypt is
set to experience an
extended peak
between 2010 and
2030, while Iraq
and Yemen won’ t
peak for another 20
years or more.
Furthermore, the
report says 300,000
young people under
age 18 recently
have been involved
in armed conflict
and another 500,000 have been recruited
into military or paramilitary forces.

“Such large numbers of young people
living in developing countries present
great opportunities, but also risks,”  says
François Bourguignon, the World
Bank’s Chief Economist and Senior
Vice President for Development

Economics.
“The opportunities are great, as many

countries will have a larger, more skilled
labor force and fewer dependents. But
these young people must be well-pre-
pared in order to create and find good
jobs.”

Continued on page 2
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Female Yemeni
car icatur ists’ talents
finally uncovered

AIDS in Yemen:
A silent bomb

Tahkeem: A
unique Yemeni
tr ibal custom

Yemen’s health
authorities have recently
mentioned that AIDS
infected persons in the
country are around 12
thousands. Do you think
this figure is correct?
Yes
No
I don’t know

I don’t know (11%)No relation (16%)

Yes (54%)

No, it has been going
on since before (19%)

Could it be true the attacks on
Yemen Socialist Party members
are retaliation for the relative
victory the opposition gained in
the recent elections?
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By: Amel Al-Ar iqi

SANA’A, Dec. 3 — The Global Fund
has granted Yemen $32 million to fight
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis,
Minister of Health and Population Dr.
Abdulkarim Rasa’ announced
Saturday.

“Yemen has been awarded $14 mil-
lion to fight AIDS, $12 million for
malaria and $6 million for tuberculo-
sis,”  Rasa’ stated at the opening cere-
mony of the fourth regional meeting of
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria in the
Middle East.

Held for the first time in Yemen, the
Global Fund regional meeting con-
cludes today.

Yemen is one of the Middle Eastern
nations suffering under the burden of
these three diseases. Ministry of Health
statistics reveal that 60 percent of
Yemen’s population is at risk from
malaria, which is one of the nation’s
biggest health challenges.

Although Yemen has made progress
in its fight against the disease – for
example, epidemic infection in the
Tihama, located 226 km. west of

Sana’a, has dropped from 46 percent to
11 percent – Yemen remains one of the
most malaria-affected countries in the
Middle East, with an estimated
800,000 cases annually, according to
the World Health Organization
(WHO).

Regarding TB, Yemen’s National
Tuberculosis Institute registered 9,063
cases in 2005. Studies show that an
individual with untreated, active tuber-
culosis can infect 10 to 15 others every
year. If left untreated, the death rate for
such active TB cases is more than 50
percent.

HIV/AIDS specialists working in
Yemen say actual figures are higher
than those provided by the Ministry of
Health. According to the ministry, as of
this past April, there were 1,821 indi-
viduals living with HIV/AIDS in
Yemen. Of those, 417 had AIDS while
the rest were HIV-positive. At least 60
percent of the total was male, 44 per-
cent were children and 45 percent were
foreigners. However, the 2005 WHO
report estimates the number of
HIV/AIDS patients in Yemen at
11,600.

Continued on page 2

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, Dec. 3 – The government pre-
sented its 2007 general budget proposal
to Parliament for approval earlier this
week. The proposed budget totals YR
1.375 trillion, thus exceeding 2006 budg-
et estimates by 40.72 percent or YR 397
billion.

The 2007 financial statement attributes
such an enormous budget to the positive
effect related to an expected increase in
oil prices, as well as increasing tax rev-
enues and improved national economic
performance during 2007.

Minister of Finance Saif Al-Asali read
the financial statement at this past
Saturday’s parliamentary session,
chaired by Speaker of Parliament Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar, in the
presence of Prime Minister Abdulqader
Bajammal and other cabinet ministers.
The statement estimated a YR 300 mil-
lion increase in foreign funding and in-
kind grants from YR 19.6 billion for
2006 to YR 19.9 billion for 2007.

Estimated 2007 budget revenues are
YR 1.434 trillion, compared to YR 1.42
trillion in 2006 – a YR 392 billion
increase or 37.62 percent.

Total public spending for 2007 is esti-
mated at YR 1.62 trillion, compared to
YR 1.17 trillion in 2006, which is a 39
percent increase.

The operating budget for wages,
salaries, commodities, services, transfers
and grants is re-estimated at YR 1.22 tril-
lion, which includes YR 329 billion in oil
product subsidies. If that portion is
excepted, compared to what’s referred to
in the General Budget Law, the operating
budget will decrease by that amount, YR
329 billion. The high operating budget is
attributed to increased payments owed to
retired employees of military and civil
institutions.

Al-Asali clarified to Parliament that
capital expenditures are re-estimated at
YR 301.3 billion. The road sector tops
the list of expenditures, receiving
approximately YR 50 billion in domestic
funding and YR 13.1 billion in foreign
funding.

As a result of a government commit-
ment made before Parliament, the state
exerted sincere efforts to control public
spending, whether in the operating budg-
et or capital expenditures, Al-Asali
explained. However, the budget deficit is
expected to amount to YR 188.3 billion,
equivalent to 4.73 percent of gross
domestic product. The targeted budget
deficit is only YR 172.3 billion, equiva-
lent to 3.9 percent of estimated 2006
GDP.

If the budget deficit is counted before
aides, which reflects the ability to cover
state spending, more effort to rely on
available domestic financial resources
becomes a must.

Al-Asali pointed out that the budget
deficit is expected to total YR 224.3 bil-
lion, equivalent to 5.63 percent of
expected 2007 GDP. He expects foreign
funding to contribute YR 40 billion,
which is equivalent to 9 percent of
expected 2007 GDP.

In presenting its proposed budget, the
government said it will provide all
requirements necessary to support the
armed forces and security apparatuses. In
this regard, lunch, uniform and mainte-
nance allocations owed to military and
security forces were raised.

Regarding the third five-year plan
jointly approved by Parliament and the
Shoura Council, the government speci-
fied 2006-2010 priorities of reducing
dependence on oil as its main income
source and introducing new sources. The
general budget proposal considers this
point by reducing repeat expenditures
and using available resources to fund
investment in promising sectors. The
proposed budget also covers public insti-
tutions’ assistance in improving public
services.

Concluding its statement, the govern-
ment said it expects more fruitful cooper-
ation between legislative and executive
authorities, further indicating that

Parliament studied the project in order to
achieve economic goals to enhance mon-
etary and financial stability and improve
citizens’ living standards.

Many MPs commented on the finan-
cial statement’s content, which caused
Prime Minister Bajammal to clarify sev-
eral inquiries by MPs, pointing out that
the 2007 general budget comes as an
implementation of parliamentary recom-
mendations.

Parliament approved referring the
financial statement and the state’s gener-
al budget for fiscal year 2007 to a special
committee presided over by Deputy
Speaker of Parliament Ja’afar Sa’eed
Basaleh, finance committee members,
heads of permanent committees and
heads of parliamentary blocs.

The state also named its representa-
tives to discuss 2007 general budget proj-
ects with Parliament’s special committee.
Government representatives include the
ministers of finance, local administra-
tion, planning and international coopera-
tion, civil service and security, oil and
minerals, the state for Parliament and
Shoura Council affairs, the governor of
the Central Bank of Yemen and the
deputy ministers of finance, and planning
and international cooperation.

Islah’s Bafadhl comments on the pro-
posed 2007 budget
Abdurrahman Bafadhl, head of Islah
Party’s parliamentary bloc, asserted that
the government has changed nothing but
the date with regard to the budget. Facing
increasing revenues, the government
increases its spending and never rational-
izes expenditures.

“Every year, the government mentions
a small budget deficit nearing 5 percent,
but by the end of the year, it demands
additional allocations equivalent to 40 to
50 percent of the total budget. Every
year, the government breaks the constitu-
tion and financial law and spends large
sums of money without Parliament’s
approval,”  the MPreacted.

“Like last year, the government took
$2 billion, which is equivalent to YR 420
billion. It says it sells oil for $30 per bar-
rel, whereas it’s priced internationally at
$50-70. It spares nothing of the oil rev-
enues,”  he explained.

“The government said it exported 39
million barrels of oil in 2006; however, it
exported 60 million barrels in 2005. How
can the quantity be reduced by 50 per-
cent?” Bafadhl wondered.

“Government doesn’t tackle any issues
related to water and electricity, price
hikes, unemployment or poverty. It does-
n’t work to fight corruption or improve
citizens’ living standards, nor does it hear
what MPs say,”  he added.

Bafadhl hopes the Yemeni government
will use additional allocations to tackle
such issues because he says the majority
of citizens receive nothing of their rights.
He also hopes it will grant local councils
more administrative and financial author-
ity to help address various social and
economic issues.

“The government lies via official
media, particularly as it still exercises a
system of centralization. If the govern-
ment quit the centralization system and
gave each governorate its projects to
implement, it would be a great move
toward development,”  he concluded.

Global Fund grants Yemen
$32 million to fight diseases

Government presents
proposed budget for

par liamentary approval
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Participants at the four th regional meeting of the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malar ia in the Middle East.

Abdurrahman Bafadhl

World Bank Development Report 2007: Development and the Next
Generation discusses pr ior ities for government action across five youth
transitions that shape young people’s human capital: learning, working,
staying healthy, forming families, and exercising citizenship.

The full length for each bar shows the unemployment rate
of youth in a single country, the light segment shows the
unemployment rate of adults in the same country.

While Yemen’s natural resources are on the verge of per ishing 

“ There has never been a better time to invest in youth”
Population of youth, millions

Unemployment rate (percent)
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Parks administration 

building lands
Dec. 2 — The parks  administration will
construct 17 parks in different districts in
Aden in 2007. The areas will be provid-
ed with playing fields for children, irri-
gation nets, fountains, cafeterias and
other public services according to Salah
Al-Raei, the manger of the administra-
tion of parks and trees. Specialist com-
panies will carry out the project cooper-
ating with parks administration.   
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Abuzz with honey production

Dec. 2 — The manger of the honey
office in the University of Hadramout for
Science and Technology said the bee
farms in Hadramout produce about
1,591 tons of honey annually and they
export about 295 tons. He added that
Hadramout is considered as the top gov-
ernorate in exportation and importation
honey in Yemen according to the infor-
mation on the farm statistics for 2006. 
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Veter inar ian services for animals

Dec. 3 — The veterinary's administra-
tion of farm and irrigation office held a
training program for 139 trainees in Laj.
Additionally, they treated more than
30,000 sheep from different areas in Laj
and the veterinaries gave medication to
animals to fight parasites. The program
helped with many people who train ani-
mals to increase the awareness of ani-
mals value to the national production.

�������� ����
Heavy rains destroy 
Al-Taaem distr ict

Dec. 3 — The secretary general of the
local councils, Abo-Alfathal Al-Saidi,
visited the damaged region which is
affected by the heavy rains in Al-Taaem
district in Raimah. The heavy rain
destroyed many houses, citizen’s posses-
sions and arable lands. The raining also
damaged the new main street which join
the two Al-Taaem and Al-Jabien dis-
tricts. The work of building these streets
are still going on and concluding open-
ing and paving new ways according to
Al-Saidi. 
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Tourism investments in 
Yemen through media

Dec. 2 — The Ministry of Tourism and
the Arab Tourism Organization signed
an agrrement for investment and for the
improvement of Yemen’s tourism sector.
The two groups agreed to set up a facto-
ry to produce entertainment equipment
for theme areas. They also plan to estab-
lish a center for hotel and tourism train-
ing in Yemen and to promote tourist
investment in Yemen through satellite
channels, tourism magazines and news-
papers.

Exhibition for aesthetics 
of fasting in Yemen

Dec. 2 — On Tuesday the exhibition
"The Aesthetics of Fasting – Ramadan in
Yemen" by the German photographer
Ralf Backer opened at The German
House. The professional artist took these
photographs during an October visit to
Yemen. The exhibition emphasized the
aesthetic dimension of fasting during
Ramadan.  The exhibition contributes to
the Yemeni and German friendship. The
show continues until Dec. 9.

Training guide for
minimizing illiteracy

Dec. 3 — The chairman of Illiteracy
Eradication Body, Ahmed Abdullah,
held a meeting with the Director of the
US Agency for International
Development in Sana'a, John Rally.
They reviewed the completed steps in a
project to prepare a training guide for
illiteracy eradication in accordance with
requirements of minimizing illiteracy in
Yemen. They agreed to hold a meeting
with the field team, which is formed by
the two sides, and to discuss with a num-
ber of experts what has been accom-
plished thus far. There will be a work-
shop in January to approve the training
guide.
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The second period for

free medical encampment 
Dec. 3 — The Ministry of Health
launched, at Khalifah Hospital, the sec-
ond period for free medical surgery
training. There were 26 specialists and
consultants participating in the clinic by
the medicine college of Sana'a
University, Al-Thawra, Al-Kuwait and
Al-Jumhury Hospitals. The medical
training aims to carry out more than 500
free surgery processes in different med-
ical specialties. The Ministry of Health
has held 12 free medical clinics through
2006 as a move to improve the health
status in rural areas.

In br ief

Continued from page 1

Dr. Fawzia Gharamah, executive
manager of the National AIDS
Program, confirms that Yemen has
purchased $982,000 worth of med-
ication and modern medical equip-
ment to enable two centers – Al-
Jumhury Hospital in Sana’a and
Aden Hospital – to offer free AIDS
testing. She noted that the medica-
tion will be distributed according to
WHO standards for treating AIDS
patients.

Created in 2003, the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria has committed more than
$435 million over two years via 56
grants in 18 Middle Eastern and
North African countries. Nearly
$185 million of this amount has
been distributed to date.

“The Global Fund’s fourth region-
al meeting aims to define the fund’s
impact in Middle Eastern and North
African nations,”  Rasa’ noted,
adding that the meeting isn’ t limited
to governmental representatives,
like usual. Rather, it also includes
representatives of civi l society
organizations and private sectors
that influence fund activities and the

health sector in general.
Attended by approximately 150

participants from the Middle East
and North Africa, the meeting seeks
to review such countries’ experi-
ences in fighting these three dis-
eases. Rasa’ remarked, “ In our cur-
rent era, nations are in great proxim-
ity to each other. Moreover, the
world has come to resemble a small
village. Therefore, disease threatens
all of us and epidemics penetrate our
geographical and political borders to
infect and disable our citizens.”

According to Global Fund’s
deputy executive director, while the
prevalence of HIV/AIDS remains
low in the Middle East, it has
become a generalized epidemic in
countries such as Pakistan, Somalia
and Sudan. Additionally, many
Middle Eastern nations are highly
burdened by TB, namely Djibouti,
Egypt, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

She pointed out that the Middle
East also is far from being free of
malaria, as morbidity and mortality
rates continue to be high in Chad,
Djibouti, Sudan, Somalia and
Yemen.

The report further lists the main
challenges facing youth in the
MENA region as:

• Finishing secondary school,
especially in areas where quality of
education is low and poverty is
increasing.

• Obtaining the right skills for
jobs in the local private sector, find-
ing a job and entering the labor
force.

• Dealing with social norms that
l imit education and work for
females.

• Assessing health care for preg-
nancy-related illnesses.

• Having better access to informa-
tion (to strengthen decision-making
skills).

According to another World Bank
report, because of Yemen’s misman-
agement of natural resources, the
country could consume its water
and oil reserves in less than 15
years. In its report, the World Bank
warned that unless fundamental
reform takes place and new oil
resources are found (one-third of the
oil reserve already ended by 2003),

the total reserve will end by 2012.
The same report shows a huge

decline in national GDP, which
reached the lowest level of $530 in
2005. Moreover, the severity of
child malnutri tion has placed
Yemen as second worst around the
world in this aspect.

In a related issue, a recent gender
gap survey conducted by several
researchers from Harvard
University, the London Business
School and the World Economic
Forum, women’s labor force partic-
ipation is only 30 percent of the
total workforce. This means there’s
a lot of potential to increase
women’s participation to its opti-
mum potential by focusing on
young women. However, one of the
main challenges in Yemen is that
social norms can affect whether or
not young women succeed in the
labor market. 

The World Bank Development
report urged Yemen to seize the
young window of opportunity to
invest in the future before the aging
process closes it.

Global Fund

Wor ld Bank

SANA'A, Dec. 3 — A workshop
involving taxes and tax reforms was
inaugurated yesterday, Dec. 2. The
workshop was organized by the
General Union for Commerce and
Industry Chambers in collaboration
with Washington-based Special
International Projects Center.

"There are no new taxes to be
imposed during the coming period,"
said Mohammed Al-Hawri, deputy
minister of Planning and
International Cooperation. 

He also declared the maximum tax
capacity reaches 15 percent while the
actual tax mounts to 10 percent and
the government aims to eliminate tax
and customs evasion and upgrade the
performance of tax administration to
minimize the shortage of financial
resources.

Taxes, according to Al-Hawri, are
not materialistic as they have
economic and social objectives and
the state tries to balance between
these objectives.

The workshop discussed
development mortgages and tax
administration as presented by the
International Finance Organization
and they also discussed reforming tax
laws, income and sales taxes
presented by the General Union for
Commerce Chambers.

For his part, Mohamed Al-

Maitami, union of commerce general
manager, said the workshop will last
for one week and Yemen's
development partners will discuss the
nature and mechanisms of tax
systems in Yemen to fit with current
variables and requirements in order
to ensure the flow of national,
regional and international
investment.

He further declared the tax system

does directly influence the economic
development and tax imposing
increases the volume of savings
which play a great role in capital's
financial structure.

The governments, according to Al-
Maitami, use taxes to assist with the
increase of government expenditures,
stressing the importance of making
balance between the different
functions of taxes.

SANA'A, Dec. 3 — Investigations
show the fire on Nov. 21 at the
Ministry of Higher Education was
intentional and petroleum was used to
set fire to the ministry's ground floor
and destroy ministerial documents,
said Saleh Basurrah, the higher educa-
tion minister.

"Security investigations and chemi-
cal and physical examination of the
fire site showed the substance used to
set the fire is petroleum and that the
electricity network is unimpaired,
which means the fire wasn't caused by
an electrical fault. There is criminal
intention behind the incident," said the
ministry’s statement.

The fire broke out on Nov. 21, only
days after the ministry formed a com-
mittee to investigate corruption cases
of forgery concerning students sent
abroad on scholarships. 

Over 700 students are the victims of
corruption as their scholarship appli-
cations were ignored and the scholar-
ships were given to students who did-
n't meet the legal conditions.

Basurrah made it clear investiga-

tions are ongoing to discover the
arsons. He affirms the incident would-
n't affect the performance of his min-
istry to weed out the corruption in his
department and improve the situation
and problems of sending students to
study abroad. He further noted his

ministry will follow up those involved
in forging scholarships and strict
measures will be taken.

The fire destroyed many of docu-
ments from the corruption cases, but
no one was reported injured in the
incident.

New reforms prevent new taxes

No new taxes to be imposed dur ing the coming per iod,"  said Mohammed
Al-Hawr i, deputy minister of Planning and International Cooperation. 

Arson behined Higher
Education incident

Fire  broke out at the `Ministry of higher Education and destroyed many
documents on Nov. 21. PHOTO BY AL-MOTAMAR.NET

Red sealing wax covers the door to Al-
Rai Al-Aam newspaper marking the
forced closure by the public prosecu-
tion.

The closure is the result of the
court’s decision last week whereby the
newspaper will not be printed for one
year as punishment for republishing
the Danish cartoons.

Under the same verdict the prosecu-
tion arrested Al-Rai Al-Aam’s Editor
in Chief Kamal Ali Al-Aalafi – he was
released on bail by the Attorney
General last week.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate's
Council appealed to the President
Saleh to close the case file of the
papers that published the Danish car-
toons and demanded to quickly close
the claims file citing false and unjust

action against Alhuriah newspaper, the
Yemen Observer and especially the
independent Al-Rai Al-Aam newspa-
per.

"It has been a hasty, suffered and
surprised decision in the same time,"
said Saeed Tabit, the first agent of the
Press Syndicate.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
has expressed its shock at this ruling
and its disapproval of the verdict
against Al-Rai Al-Aam newspaper.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
described the case as defensive, while
the press prosecutor and the Capital's
East-West Court, which issued the ver-
dict, considered it a political case.

"There will soon be an urgent visit to
the Supreme Council of Justice in
order to close the case file," said Tabit.

Doors closed due to
Danish car toons

Al-Rai Al-Aam red sealed by the press and publication persecution.

SANA’A, Dec. 3 — The Specialized
Penal Prosecution began investigating
22 people in Yemen because of suspi-
cion of connections to Al-Qaeda.

The 22 suspects plotted to launch
terrorist operations against local and
western interests in different parts of
the country, according to media
sources. 

“The suspects constitute a danger-
ous terror cell, trained by Fawaz Al-
Rabe’ i, who was killed by security
forces in his hideout north of Sana’a,”
said the same sources. “The suspects
are expected to stand trial after the
prosecution investigate them for the
two suicide attacks by four Al-Qaeda
members against two oil installations
this past September.

“Among the terror suspects is the
top aid of Al-Rabe’ i, who was found

guilty of bombing the French super-
tanker Limburg off Al-Mukalla shore
on Oct. 6, 2002.”

The security authorities consider
Fawaz Al-Rabe’ i the main plotter of
the foiled terrorist attacks on the oil
installations in the governorates of
Mareb and Hadramout. 

According to the media sources, the
security authorities accuse some of the
suspects of having connections with
the botched terrorist operations against
local and western institutions.

This past September two suicide
assaults on two oil installations were
botched. The four terrorists were all
killed when they used four cars loaded
with explosives in their attempted
attack on the two oil installations.

Later in the month the security
apparatuses discovered large quanti-

ties of explosives and other arms in
Sana’a. 

The anti-terrorism forces killed both
Fawaz Al-Rabe’ i and fellow suspect
Mohamed Al-Dailami in Bani
Heshaish, 30 km northeast of Sana’a
(Al-Rabe’ i was found guilty of bomb-
ing the French supertanker and killing
a policeman while he was hunted by
police. Al-Rabe’ i had an accomplice
under the name of Saleh Mujalli, one
of those who escaped the political
security jail this past February.

The jail escapees included Jamal Al-
Badawi, who was convicted of bomb-
ing the U.S. Destroyer Cole and
killing 17 American sailors aboard. Al-
Badawi’s sentence was reduced from
lifetime to 15 years, but he was still
jailed when the security authorities
captured him following the jailbreak.

Prosecution investigates 
22 Al-Qaeda suspects

ADEN, Dec. 3 — The new Turkish
School in Aden was inaugurated
Saturday, Dec. 2 by Aden's Deputy
Governor Abdulkarim Shaeef together
with Ahmed Al-Dhulai, assistant
deputy governor of Aden, Colonel
Abdullah Mahran, chief of Aden secu-
rity department and Jamal Bukheet,

manager of the of Turkish schools
branch in Aden.

The deputy governor toured the
school and he was briefed about the
school's components, including differ-
ent departments and teaching means.

The school adopts an English teach-
ing system with highly qualified teach-

ers together with literary subjects in
Arabic taught by Yemeni teachers.  

Further, the school organizes differ-
ent activities, ranging from sports and
music to literary competitions, aiming
to upgrade the educational process and
exchange experience to build a genera-
tion armed with knowledge.

International Turkish 
school branch inaugurated



The bodies of hundreds of victims of
typhoon Durian have been buried in
mass graves in the central Philippines
as rescuers said that more than 1,000
people could have been killed.

Hopes of f inding any more
survivors have faded as emergency
workers and residents continue to dig
bodies out of thick mudslides
triggered by heavy rains.

Senator Richard Gordon, the
National Red Cross president, said:
"We have recovered a lot of dead
people and the number of missing has

grown. I expect the number dead
could be well over 1,000. But the real
toll may never be known."

Officials said 406 dead were
confirmed 398 people remain
missing.

Senator Gordon said: "It is
important we recover as much as we
can ... but at some point we have to
declare closure and declare a mass
grave over the area."

Many vi l lages have not yet
reported how many residents have
died. In some cases, whole families

have been buried by torrents of mud
and ash which swept over villages on
the slopes of the Mayon volcano after
the typhoon hit.

The Red Cross said as many as 31
villages with some 14,871 residents
were affected by the mudslides.

In various parts of the Bicol region,

southeast of Manila, communities
have had to hold mass burials to deal
with the scores of unclaimed bodies
that were starting to decompose and
spread disease.

President Gloria Arroyo has
declared a "state of national
calamity" and authorised the

immediate release of a billion pesos
[$20m] to  rehabilitate areas affected
by the tragedy.

She said in a statement: "All
resources of the government wil l
continue to be mobilised without let-
up as we pin hope against hope on the
search of survivors.

"We need to rise up from this trial
and help rebuild devastated
communities and lives."

Marga Ortigas, Al Jazeera's
correspondent in the Philippines said:
"The government says it is doing its
best but there is not enough
equipment reaching the area ... the
aid is just not getting here fast

enough."
Power, communications and water

remain out of service across most of
the region, hampering rescue and
relief efforts.

Nearly 120,000 homes have been
damaged and many crops destroyed.

Durian, which has weakened from
just below a category five typhoon to
a category one over the South China
Sea, is expected to hit Vietnam's
coast on Monday.

It was the fourth typhoon to hit the
Phil ippines in three months and
forecasters expect another before the
end of the year.

Source: aljazeera.net
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Mass graves for typhoon victims

The Red Cross has said more than 1,000 people could have died
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Tahkeem: A unique Yemeni tr ibal custom

By: Almigdad Dahesh 
dahesh95@yahoo.com
For the Yemen Times

OO
ne of the most promi-
nent and positive cus-
toms is Tahkeem, a sys-
tem of arbitration,
which empowers or

authorizes the offended people to
judge in the issue of quarrel in accor-
dance with the tribal customs.

“Tahkeem contributes to a big
extent in preventing crimes because
when you authorize your adversary to
take a decision in regards to the issue
of difference, you restrain him from
taking revenge and committing bigger
crimes,”  said Mohammed Zubair, a 60
year-old sheikh in Kholan tribe.

By using Tahkeem you authorizing
your opponent and you admit that you
offended him and you are ready to pro-
pitiate and bear the results of your
offensive, noted Zubair.

But being authorized doesn’t mean
the aggrieved party can take any deci-
sion he likes. In the tribal customs,
there is a system similar to appeals in
the courts. For example, if the decision
taken by the authorized party is
oppressive and not in accordance with
the tribal customs, the second party
can resort, together with his opponent,
to sheikhs to make a fair and impartial
decision, noted Ali Naser, a 40 year-
old tribesman. 

This system is the case when the
perpetrator admits guilt directly to his
opponent. But if the perpetrator does-
n’ t confess his guilt and still goes on in

his aggressiveness, the second party
can ask the relatives of the perpetrator
to ask their relative to cease. If the rel-
atives cannot restrain the perpetrator
then the aggrieved party can ask a
sheikh to solve the problem.

“The aggrieved party has to do that
in order to avoid ascending problems
and not to be blamed if he defends
himself by a more-serious way in case
his adversary doesn’ t give up his
aggressiveness,”  said Naser.

“When the issue reaches the sheikh,
he asks the two opponents to bring
what’s known in the tribal customs as
Adal which is determined by the
sheikh,”  said Ahmed Yahya a 57 year-
old sheikh in Kholan tribe.

Adal is the amount of money, some
pieces of weapons, cars or anything
valuable that is submitted to the sheikh
as a guaranty to achieve the decision
of the sheikh regarding the issue of the
opponents and to secure the fees of the
sheikh, noted Ahmed Yahya.  The
sheikh holds the Adal and it may reach
mill ions from the two opponents,
Yahya noted. At the same time, if any
one of the opponents offends his
enemy at the attendance of the sheikh,
he will be fined money established by
the sheikh. “So that, we can restrain
any increasing for the crime and we
can solve the quarrel easily,”  said
Ahmed Yahya.

In spite of the positive role of
Tahkeem in the tribal to restrain
crimes, Tahkeem has many harmful
and negative consequences. One of the
problems is that sometimes if the two
opponents don’ t agree on which

sheikh to use then each persons brings
his on sheikh and each one of the
sheikhs brings around ten companions
with him. Consequently, each one of
the opponents must feed and bring qat
for the two sheikhs and their compan-
ions and the opponents should enter-
tain his relatives as well, noted
Mohammed Ali a 40 year-old
tribesman who has an issue of quarrel
with some of his villagers. Also, while
hearing witnesses and lodging com-
plaints from opponents, if any of the
opponents insults his adversary or
offends anyone of the attendants in the
attendance of the sheikh, the insulter
will be fined and this money isn’ t in
accordance to a specific tribal rule, but
is subjected to the mood of the sheikh.

Another outcome of Tahkeem is that
in case both the opponents choose one
sheikh they rarely write an agreement
stipulating they agree totally on the
decision of the sheikh in advance and
they have no right to appeal with any
other sheikh. But sometimes the
sheikh takes the decision in favor of
one of the opponents against the other
and this often leads to more problems.

“We made that agreement with our
adversary for the sheikh as a result of
our trust in the sheikh, but unfortu-
nately we were taken in by him. His
decision was oppressive for us.
According to the tribal customs, we
can do nothing but to accept his deci-
sion, but we refused his decision and
now we have problems with both the
sheikh and our problems,”  said Ali Al-
Shebami, a 30 year-old tribesman of
Kawkaban. 

The fees of the sheikh is another
shortcoming of Tahkeem. The sheikhs
are always free to ask for the amount
of money they like as a fee which
means there is no specific rule in the
tribal norms to determine the amount
of the fees of the sheikhs. Hassan
Mojali, a 38 year-old tribesman of
Khlan, said, “Our opponents and us
each paid YR 500,000 for the sheikhs
as fees. We don’t have the right to
refuse that, but only to negotiate.”

In the event of wars waged between
tribes or even families, many delega-
tions from neighboring tribes come as
mediators to stop the conflict and these
mediations often succeed by reaching
solutions. Sometimes the mediators
stay in the area for many days and
slaughter bulls until the two parties of
the war respond. Mohammed Nagi a
tribesman in Bani Matar said, “This is
a mutual custom among tribes is
because when it is religious obliga-
tion.”

“ If the neighboring tribes don’ t
mediate to stop the war, none of the
other neighboring tribes will mediate
to save these tribes from any future
ordeal. But this doesn’t happen.”

What’s remarkable is that many
people prefer to resort to the tribal cus-
toms in solving their problems than to
go to the court to avoid the complicat-
ed and boring procedures of the courts.

“When the sheikhs takeover solving

any problem it takes a few weeks to
solve the problems, but when we go to
the court, we need some months and
sometimes years to reach solutions for
our problems,”  said Ali.

“Sometimes some people mediate to
solve the problem and we reconcile
even before we go to the sheikhs,”  said
Nagi.

In the other hands, some of the trib-
al customs contradict with the Islamic
morals whereas we find, in the tribal
customs, that if the sheikh is killed, his
blood money must be paid four times,
but if he isn’ t sheikh, his blood money
should be paid once only.

“Not only that, if the Sheikah is
killed during a reconciliation period,
his blood money must be paid forty
four times,”  noted Nagi. 

Also, the tribal customs contradict
with the morals of Islam in regards to
the woman’s rights. For example, if a
man kills a woman, he isn’ t supposed

to be killed for her because he is a man
and she is a woman. 

This is one of the most prominent
contradictions between the tribal cus-
toms and the rules of Islam,”  said
Ahmed Yahya.

Revenge is another prominent tribal
phenomenon that contradicts with the
Islamic morals.

“Tribesmen often take to revenge
because of many reasons,”  explained
Saleh Hussain. “First, the disability of
the security forces to punish criminals.
Second, the corruption in the state.
Third, the weakness of the religious
restraint. Finally the discriminations
among the layers of people.”

Another reason of spreading
revenge is that when someone is
killed, his relatives don’t kill the killer
themselves, but someone who is more
important in his tribe or among his rel-
atives than the killer himself, added
Hussain.

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori
For the Yemen Times

AA
n urfi marriage is one
lacking an official contract
or social knowledge
wherein couples repeat the
words, “We are married,”

and pledge a commitment before God.
While the concept of urfi marriages
appears to be similar to other marriage
forms in many Islamic countries, they
aren’t recognized.

In Islam, marriage must be announced
with the couple’s families and within
their society, an important condition val-
idating the marriage. In recent years,
some – mostly students – have set their
own conditions for marriage, fashioning
the idea of consensual but unofficial or
urfi marriages, which are done secretly
without the couple’s family or society’s
knowledge. Although rarely exercised in
Arab countries, some have begun recog-
nizing them.

Though unusual, urfi marriages do
exist, particularly among high school
and university students who say they
love each other but don’t resort to tradi-
tional marriage due to expensive
dowries. Among those more inclined to
this type of unconventional marriage are
tourists from neighboring countries who
exploit the poor economic conditions of

young Yemeni girls.
These tourists
secretly marry for a
short time and then
leave the brides
without notice.

There are differ-
ent types of urfi
marriage, such as
temporary mar-
riage, the so-called
marriage of sacri-
fice and marriage
for money’s sake.
Unfortunately, in all
of these cases, the
girl suffers the con-
sequences, since Yemeni society by
default blames her even if the man was
in the wrong. Yemeni community
strongly believes that, “A man is a man
and he can do whatever he wants
because mistakes won’t affect his man-
hood.”

“Consensual marriages are recog-
nized worldwide; however, Yemen and
some Arab countries don’t recognize
such marriages because we’re backward
and blind to the world’s development
and its liberties,”  said an 18-year-old
girl, who entered into such a marriage, “ I
married a boy who used to park his car
in front of our school. We started to build
a relationship and later married.

“A year and half
has elapsed since
our marriage. I’m
happy because I
married him and
didn’ t follow the
wrong path like
some girls do,”  she
noted.

Regarding how
the marriage took
place, she says,
“When we agreed to
marry, my husband
brought four friends
to witness it. He
gave me some gifts

and a small amount of money.
“My family and my friends know

nothing about the marriage. I’m cautious
in keeping the matter secret. I told one of
my classmates about the marriage and
she constantly was afraid until I con-
vinced her to marry my husband’s
friend, so she did,”
she explained.

As for the motive,
she declares, “ I loved
him. The one who
loves should make
sacrifices for the
sake of his lover.”

When asked what
she’ ll do if a legal
husband comes ask-
ing for her hand, she
comments, “ In this age, there are many
solutions. I’ve saved a small amount of
money to have a virginity-restoring
operation when marriage nears.”  The
operation will reconstruct her hymen to
give the appearance of virginity.

Tourist marriage is another nontradi-
tional form wherein visitors from neigh-
boring countries exploit Yemen’s poor
economic situation by tempting poor
families with money in exchange for
marrying their young girls. These mar-
riages last as long as the tourist is in
town, leaving catastrophe in their wake.

One 19-year-old recounted her tale,
saying, “ I used to see a young man with
a luxurious car at the entrance to our
zone. One day, he gave me a sack full of
gifts and drinks.

“A few days later, he asked me to
introduce him to my family, telling me
he loved me from the first moment he

laid eyes on me. He said he wanted to
marry me and I approved. He asked my
father for my hand, but my father reject-

ed him because he
didn’ t know the
man,”  the girl
added.

“He later asked
me to marry him in
an urfi marriage to
force the issue upon
my family. I reject-
ed the whole idea at
first, but he was
giving me presents

I hadn’t dreamt of, promising to give my
father a huge amount of money if we
married.

“We married in secret and, over the
next two months, I skipped school to go
with him to the hotel where he lived
because that was the only way we could
meet. He later asked me to tell my father
about our marriage, promising to come
the next day to announce our marriage
and give my father money,” she contin-
ued.

She told her family, who unexpected-
ly surrendered to the reality. Thinking a
happy end would come, her father
became angry when the husband didn’t
come as promised.

“We went to the hotel to ask about
him and they told us he had returned to
his country. We tried to contact him;
however, all of the contacts and address-
es were false,”  she recounted, “ I was

subject to beatings and insults from all of
my family members. In vain, I tried to
commit suicide many times but they
would rush me to the hospital each time
I made an attempt.

“ I’m alienated from my family, my
neighbors and my classmates. I live in
great depression wishing he’d come
back to correct his mistakes,” she con-
cluded.

In an attempt to learn the role school
plays in this respect, the headmistress of
Omar bin Abdulaziz School comments,
“urfi marriage is a dangerous phenome-
non that’s increasing in Yemen. What’s
more dangerous is its spread among
female students. We’ve heard of such
cases, but we don’t have any evidence.

“There may be girls who are married
consensually and this is a personal affair.
Our responsibility lies within the school,
but outside, the responsibility falls upon
the family. They must know where their
daughter goes and with whom. They
must keep in contact with school admin-
istration to know everything about their
daughters,”  she noted.

“Some families don’t know anything
about their children and they don’t
watch them. Thus, a female student can
seize upon such leniency. It’s impossible
for us to follow stu-
dents outside of
school. However,
when we detect
cases of urfi mar-
riage, we contact
the girl’s family. We
used to report small
incidents to stu-
dents’ parents, par-
ticularly those whose conduct was inap-
propriate,”  she adds.

Lack of religious awareness and
absence of parental care are among the
most prevalent causes of urfi marriage.

Teacher Abdulhabeeb says, “Lack of
parental direction and absence of reli-
gious edification will make some stu-
dents tend toward urfi marriages. We
hadn’t heard about such a phenomenon
before. It came to us via degenerate tele-
vision serials and movies. Parents
should direct their sons to watch those
channels that serve religion and morals,
asking them to remain aloof from bad
friends.”

He adds, “ If such a case happened

with my children, it would be a catastro-
phe.”

Influential bad friends are another rea-
son for this increasing phenomenon.
Social specialist Thiya Fatal notices that
some poor girls are influenced by bad
friends who try to attract their attention
to the gifts their boyfriends give them.
They convince the girls that it’s ok to
have a boyfriend and that he’ ll give gifts
or whatever they want if they marry him
secretly, to which many girls will agree.

Engineer Mohammed Al-Janad
believes the spread of urfi marriages
affects national morality and harms
Islamic society. Additionally, they vio-
late sharia law, as well being deceitful to
fathers and daughters. He further
declares that economic situations,
increasing dowries and upward rates of
poverty are among the many reasons
leading to this phenomenon.

When asking religious scholars about
the attitude of sharia law regarding these
marriages, most avoid issuing a fatwa,
saying the matter remains in sharia’s
womb.

For his part, scholar Salim Al-Shatri
declares that any marriage without a
marriage contract, two witnesses and the
consent of the girl’s parents is consid-

ered adultery. In an
‘urifi marriage, a
woman can’t get a
legal divorce
because the govern-
ment doesn’t recog-
nize the legality of
such marriage in the
first place.

urfi marriages are
conducted by a Muslim cleric in the
presence of two witnesses; however,
they aren’t officially registered nor are
they financially binding upon the man.
Couples married in this way often meet
in secret and avoid the expense of rent-
ing an apartment.

urfi marriage can be disastrous for the
wife. If the husband leaves her without
granting her a divorce, she has no legal
right to seek a divorce because urfi mar-
riages are considered illegal. Urfi mar-
riages in which a couple signs docu-
ments declaring themselves married are
invalid. The couple must inform their
families of the marriage.”  Al-Shatri
added.

Though Yemen shares many tr ibal customs
with the other Arabic countr ies, it has many
customs and habits that cannot be found
anywhere else. Some of these customs are
positive and productive, but many others are
harmful and against the religion of Islam.

“ I  married a boy who
used to park his car in
front of our school. We

started to build a
relationship and later got
married. I  loved him. The

one who loves should
sacrifice for the sake of

his lover,”  one urfi
married girl states.

“ We married in secret
and, over the next two

months, I  skipped school
to go with him to the hotel

where he lived because
that was the only way we

could meet.”
“ Any marr iage without a
marr iage contract, two

witnesses and the consent
of the gir l’s parents is
considered adultery.”

Urfi marr iage: First comes love and then comes the pain.

Ur fi marr iage can be disastrous for
the gir l.

Urfi marr iage: A dark path with a painful end

Tr ibe congregation like this is usually held for the Tahkeem. YT photo archives.
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