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UNICETF flagship report says gender equallty benefits both women and chlldren

A call for equality

The State of the World’s Children 2007 report examines the discrimination and
disempowerment women face throughout their lives, as well as outlines what must be
done to eliminate gender discrimination and empower women and girls. Looking at the
status of women today, it discusses how gender equality will move all Millennium
Development Goals forward and shows how investing in women’s rights ultimately will
produce a double dividend — advancing the rights of both women and children.

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Dec. 13 — The United
Nations Children’s Fund in Yemen
launched the program’s 2007
annual report in Sana’a in the pres-
ence of Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor, Amat Al-Razaq
Hummad, and representatives
from NGOs, the private sector and
the media.

UNICEF representative  in
Yemen  Aboudou Karimou
Adjibade briefly reviewed the
report, focusing on women’s status
in Yemen. “When it comes to early
marriage, girls’ education, mater-
nal mortality and the harmful prac-
tice of female genital mutilation,
the report ranks us [Yemen] at the
bottom of the list,” he said,
addressing the audience.

However, Adjibade did shed
some light on success stories in
girls’ education while urging the
media to tell the stories of those
girls who are attending school,
those mothers who are toiling hard
to provide their children the best
start and those families who
believe that safeguarding a child’s
best interests isn’t just a task but an
investment in the future of the fam-
ily, the community and the nation.

Since its inception, equality
between men and women has been
a UN. goal. The 1945 U.N.
Charter’s Preamble notes the
objective, “To reaffirm faith in fun-
damental human rights, in the dig-
nity and worth of the human per-
son, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and
small.” These words link equality

to human development, recogniz-
ing that both men and women are
essential for the social and eco-
nomic progress of nations.

More than 60 years ago, global
leaders envisioned a world where
all people shared equally in rights,
resources and opportunities, where
abundance ruled and every man,
woman and child was free from
despair and inequity.

The call for equal rights evolved
into a quest for gender equality
when a distinction was made
between gender and sex. Sex is
biological: females have two X
chromosomes while males have
one X and one Y. Gender, on the
other hand, is a social construct
that describes what’s feminine and
what’s masculine.

Continued on page 2

While the little girl is in despair over belng deprlved of education, her uncle tries to convince
her father of the importance of girls’ education. Sketch on girl education in Yemen performed

by Yemeni Artists Forum.
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Release all illegal detainees now, YT seminar concludes

Media, lawyers, activities and NGOs and even students participated
in Yemen Times’ seminar discussing illegal persecution last Monday
on the occasion of the International day of the Human Rights

Declaration.

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 11 — Participants at
Monday’s Yemen Times “Freedom for
all” seminar on illegal persecution and
detention agreed that the most urgent
action that should be taken now is free-
ing detainees who are detained on ille-
gal grounds by Yemen’s security sys-
tem.
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Participants also confirmed the
importance of having an independent
judiciary system in Yemen. “The prob-
lem is that there is a conflict in authori-
ty between the judiciary and the securi-
ty system. By law, no one should be
arrested and detained unless there’s a
judiciary sentence against him.
However, what happens is that the secu-
rity apparatus abducts people — just like
the gangs we see in movies — and the
kidnapped individuals then are held in
political security prisons for months,
sometimes years, without even knowing
why they’'re there,” explained
Mohammed Sadeq Al-Odaini, director
of the Center for Training and
Protection of Journalists’ Freedom in
Sana’a, who spoke about illegal deten-
tion of journalists and political activists.

Such persecution appears to be very
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much event-related, as Al-Odaini men-
tioned various events during which
numerous illegal detentions occurred,
such as Sept. 11, 2001 and Al-Qaeda
events, Yemeni elections, price hike
demonstrations and the Sa’ada conflict,
among others.

Political activists, women, children
and discriminated minorities such as
refugees are among those routinely sub-
ject to illegal persecution and detention.
Judge Afrah Saleh Ba-Dowailan, head
of the Capital Secretariat’s Supreme
Juvenile Court, admitted that some chil-
dren under age 18 are being held in
adult prisons.

In her paper about illegal arrest and
detention of children, she noted that the
problems are manifold, saying, “To start
with, although Yemen was one of the
first nations to ratify the 1991

Convention on the Rights of the Child,
there’s a gap between the age the con-
vention decided upon for children and
local juvenile laws.

“The international convention and

CHOCOLATE,

Yemeni child laws define a child as
being age 18 or under, whereas juvenile
law in Yemen states that a child is any-
one age 15 or under. Therefore, children
between age 16 and 18 are treated as
adults according to Yemen’s judiciary
system,” she explained.

Other problems are represented by
lack of sufficient social care centers for
‘children in conflict with the law.
Children who commit crimes some-
times are sent to adult prisons in gover-
norates where there’s no social center
during the custody period or during the
trial, Ba-Dowailan said.

“Another dangerous problem is that,
in many cases, the families of these
troubled children disown them and
don’t care to bail them out. We’ve had
cases where due to inability to pay legal
expenses or compensation, the children
remain in prison, despite the fact that
they’re minors and aren’t supposed to
be earning money in the first place,” she
commented.

Continued on page 2
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Yemeni political parties agree
to strengthen democracy

By: Yasser Al-Mayasi

SANA’A, Dec. 12 — The Joint
Meeting Parties and the ruling General
People’s Congress signed an agree-
ment to enhance democracy in Yemen
in the presence of Baroness Emma
Nicholson of Winterbourne, Chief
Observer of the European Union
Election Observation Mission, which
monitored Yemen’s Sept. 20 presiden-
tial and local elections.

Both sides pledged to implement all
of the mission’s recommendations pre-

sented in its report on this past
September’s presidential and local
elections.

The agreement stresses consolidat-
ing mutual cooperation between
Yemeni political parties with the aim
of strengthening democracy and
improving Yemen'’s future.
Additionally, the agreement aims to
make Yemen an ideal model of democ-
racy in the region and increase
women’s participation in the 2009
elections.

Continued on page 2

Symposium discusses chemical
weapons ban in Yemen

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SANA’A, Dec. 13 — Attendees at a
three-day symposium at the Taj Sheba
Hotel discussed the role of national
organizations in implementing an inter-
national treaty Yemen signed in 1993 and
Parliament ratified in 2000 prohibiting
production, storage and/or use of chemi-
cal and biological weapons in Yemen.

The Dec. 10-12 symposium was con-
ducted by the National Committee for
the Prohibition of Chemical, Biological
and Toxic Weapons, in collaboration
with the Netherlands-based Organization
for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons.

Experts reviewed how the treaty
should be implemented nationally and
the need to provide the national commit-
tee information regarding Yemen’s
chemical and industrial institutions,
which come under the treaty, together
with information on transferring both
scheduled and unscheduled chemicals.
The national committee also should
know the privileges the treaty’s member
nations enjoy.

An intensive training course regarding
the legal and technical aspects of indus-

trial and chemical activities and the
means of verification according to the
treaty also was part of the symposium. It
addressed how to inspect select institu-
tions, as well as the national committee‘s
role in dealing with inspection teams
from the Dutch-based international
weapons prohibition group.

Several legal experts presented a visu-
alization of a draft law involving imple-
menting the treaty nationally, making it
the guide to direct the national committee
and assist it when dealing with the inter-
national organization in the Netherlands.

Continued on page 2
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In brief

NY Times: Yemen is an exciting

tourism destination
Dec. 12 — The New York Times
selected Yemen to be the most excit-
ing tourism destination in 2007 for
adventure-seekers, noting that most
parts of Yemen are still virgin and
saturated with an original culture
and amazing scenery. They add that
Socotra Island is a must visit for its
natural beauty.

Road accidents kill over 2,000

and injure 11,000
Dec. 10 — The road accidents,
which took place in different
Yemeni governorates, killed 2,180
people and injured up to 11,000 peo-
ple including women and children.
The registered traffic accidents
numbered up to 780 in different
Yemeni  governorates  during
November. There were 206 deaths
and 1,250 injuries in different road
accidents  during  this  past
November. The registered traffic
accidents between January and
November 2006 amounted up to
6,425 in different parts of the coun-
try. These accidents killed 2,180
people, injured more than 11,000
others.

Aden
International tourism
cooperation
Dec.13 — Aden Community

College agreed with tourist and
hostelry colleges in Jordan and
Egypt to make mutual relations
between each in the field of tourism.
Nadim Al-Uzaibi, head of the
tourism department in Aden com-
munity College, said he talked with
the staff of the two colleges during
visits in early in December about
cooperation and exchange visits and
experiences in tourism as well as
improving the tourism department
in Aden Community College

Amran
Workshop on women healthcare
Dec. 13 — There was a five-day

course for healthcare in Al-Aslah
Social Charity Foundation with
cooperation from the UNFPA. The
course focused on the importance of
healthcare for mothers and on giv-
ing women their political rights so
they can participate in society devel-
opment. Over 20 trainees participat-
ed in the course representing differ-
ent social organizations in Amran
and a social specialist trainer from
Jordan was invited to train the par-
ticipants with experience in social
development to decrease the gap
between men and women.

Hadramout
Belgian assistance for
historical protection

Dec.13 — Gov. Abdulgader Hilal,
of Hadramout, met the non-resident
ambassador of Belgium and
reviewed the objectives of Belgium
ambassador visit to Hadramout
which aims to identify the required
projects that could be supported by
Belgium, particularly in the field
antiques, museums and the histori-
cal protection as well the need for
some micro-enterprise. The
Belgium diplomat expressed his
admiration of the achievements and
development in Hadramout gover-
norate and the rich historical poten-
tial he has seen in some districts.
Hilal welcomed such cooperation
between the two countries and he
called Belgium businessmen to
come to invest in Yemen.

Hodeidah
Symposiums on violence
against children

Dec.12 — Yemeni Family Care
Association organized a number of
symposiums to identify violence
against children. The program coor-
dinator in Hodeidah, Mohammad
Hassan Jazem, said the symposiums
aimed to define violence against
children, its forms, negative affects,
good ways of bringing up children
and the reasons of violence. Over
120 participants from different civil
societies were introduced to practi-
cal means and ways for fighting vio-
lence against children and the posi-
tive solutions to this problem.

Yemeni parliamentarians

take on corruption

By: Mahmoud Al-Harazi
For Yemen Times

SANA’A, Dec. 9 — Bribery,
money laundering, wasting pub-
lic funds, illegal enrichment, S8
conflicting interests, abusing
power and funding election
campaigns are just some corrup-
tion crimes in Yemen, a country
that has judicial accountability,
according to Ali Hussein Al-

. it

Ashal, a member of the Yemeni Yemeni parliamentarians discussing the

Parliament’s Oil
Development Committee.

Al-Ashal was speaking at a conference
hosted by the Sana’a-based Yemen
Parliamentarians Against Corruption and
they were marking worldwide Anti-
Corruption Day.

“The Yemeni Parliament must be given
a large role in fighting corruption,” said
Al-Ashal. “The corruption law granted
members of Parliament several important
rights, such as the right to question the
prime minister, his vice president and
ministers on any matter, thereby strength-
ening the role of parliamentary members
and their role as overseers of anti-corrup-
tion.”

Highlighting that Parliament success-
fully has addressed a few corruption
cases, Al-Ashal noted that it failed in
many others due to reasons related to
MPs themselves and Parliament’s coun-
cil.

Yemen Parliamentarians Against
Corruption commended the assistance of
the Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation in fighting corruption.

“I hope this cooperation will continue
with the ministry and all official sections
to mobilize efforts and achieve common
objectives between our organization and
the government to fight corruption and
reduce its risks and adverse effects,” said

Yemen  Parliamentarians ~ Against
Corruption Chairman Sakhr Ahmed Al-
Wajeeh.

The group has established a draft anti-
corruption law consisting of 47 articles,
which has been approved by Parliament
and is awaiting approval and ratification
by President Ali Abdullah Saleh.

Yemen Parliamentarians Against
Corruption will cooperate with the
Yemeni government and members of
Parliament to enrich the law regarding
bidding projects submitted by the govern-
ment to Parliament’s council. There also
will be several workshops and seminars
aimed at raising public awareness about
the dangers of corruption and seeking
ways to combat it.

“The government has made a good
effort to identify corruption and the weak-
nesses leading to it. The best example of
this is developing the national reform
agenda, which led to many reforms
involving corruption cases wherein
numerous laws and resolutions were
adopted in order to limit the phenome-
non,” said Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation Abdulkarim
Al-Arhabi. “It’s not important simply to
pass laws, but rather how to implement
them.”

A good example of this is the Yemeni
government’s implementation of laws
against corruption, which was accom-

and corruption in Yemen.

plished in the Ministry of Civil Service.

“The first time in Yemeni history when
judges were separated and questioned is
an indicator of the nation’s seriousness to
fight corruption,” Al-Arhabi noted.

He says anti-corruption is everybody’s
business — the government, civil society
and citizens — therefore, “we must work
together to fight corruption.”

It’s part of their fight against corruption

“Corruption is like a cancer that can’t
be allowed to be spread in the communi-
ty because it wreaks much damage, so the
phenomenon must be gotten rid of and
prevented by all means. If measures
aren’t taken to prevent this phenomenon,
communities will be unable to continue
living. For this reason, I am here.” said
Flavia Pansieri, the United Nations
Resident Coordinator in Yemen Yemeni.

Preparing the national agenda for
reforms discussed with the government,
as well as the existence of the Central
Organization for Control and Audit, are
important factors in fighting corruption.
The existence of judicial and executive
power and the different seats also are as
important as finding the means to fight
corruption, which was rededicated in the
Anti-Corruption Law in Parliament’s
council.

Addressing the attendees, Pansieri,
noted, “Your role as parliamentarians is
very important because you represent the
citizens who elected you. You have
responsibilities toward them so that the
nation’s resources are spent in good ways.
You also have responsibilities to become
pacesetters in your conduct and orienta-
tions.”

Only discussing an awaited financial
disclosure and a draft law to combat cor-
ruption doesn’t meet the required level,
according to Jalal Yakoub, the ministry of
planning undersecretary.

“We’ve been trying to clarify the gov-
ernment bidding system since February
2006. We had an important cabinet
reshuffle that was able to improve politi-
cal support for reforms into practical
steps and good results. Thus, the agenda
began to move, issuing the Financial
Disclosure Law, as well as the Anti-
Corruption Law,”said Yakoub.

The largest national awareness cam-
paign was implemented about the risks of
corruption in Yemen.

“The Supreme Judiciary Council
referred some judges and prosecutors for
retirement and others for legal accounta-
bility and rescinding their immunity”
Yakoub said.

Under the anti-corruption laws,
Yakoub noted that there is a difference
between the past and today and he
expects an advanced future for Yemen.

New support for
AIDS patients

SANA’A, Dec. 11 — The Ministry of
Health an Population is making a large
effort to control a potential epidemic in
the country with it’s new AIDS and STIs
program, according to the health minis-
ter, Abdul Karim Rasae.

“Health cannot be achieved without
the participation and interaction and
incorporation for improving AIDS
patients,” said Rasae, speaking at a con-
ference to mark World AIDS Day.

The ministry established two volun-
tary AIDS testing centers for patients in
Sana’a and people are using centers to
get tested and are treated with confiden-
tiality.

Rasae said Yemen is still one of the
countries where AIDS has not spread
quickly because the number of AIDS
cases in Yemen still only 1,889 cases, as
recorded in June. He pointed that AIDS
patients are not all of Yemeni nationality,
but there are others especially from the
horn African countries.

“There are five centers for AIDS
patients the ministry intends to establish
in other Yemeni governorates with the
cooperation of the Global Fund of
Fighting AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria,” according to Rasae.

The national program for fighting
AIDS is concerned with providing vol-
untary testing and promoting the testing
centers throughout Yemen and also pro-

viding free drugs for AIDS patients in
specialized centers for patients, said Dr.
Fouzia Abdullah Gharamah, manager
and director of the AIDS and STIs con-
trol program.

“Providing medical and health staff to
rehabilitate the patients as well as pro-
vide studies, searches and information
about AIDS disease are the national
AIDS control priorities for defining dis-
ease type in our country and therefore
help us to know what are the services we
have to introduce for the community,”
according to Gharamah.

Government, organizations, communi-
ties and the public were called to make
extra efforts to minimize the AIDS risks.

“AIDS is not just a concern for the
health ministry, but it concerns everyone
which requires education and aware-
ness,” said Flavia Pansieri, the U.N. resi-
dent coordinator in Yemen.

Pansieri said AIDS is often found due
to poverty and “for this reason we will
work together with the U.N. in order to
reduce this disease.”

In August, Al-Iman University
announced that they discovered the cure
for AIDS according to the university's
president and  founder, Sheikh
Abdulmajid Al-Zindani.

The health minister says he will assist
Al-Zindani in distributed his cure to the
world.

Newspaper editor face prison

SANA'A, Dec. 13 — The Al-Hurriya
newspaper is the latest Yemeni paper to
face fines and the management has been
sentenced to jail.

The South-East Court sentenced the
newspaper’s editor in chief, Akram
Subra, and the editor, Yahya Al-Obeed,
for four months with suspended sentence.
The newspaper is also suspended from
writing and publishing for one month and
the newspaper offices are closed during
the suspension.

"We believe that the three newspaper
cases, Yemen Observer, Al-Rai Al-Aam,
Al-Hurriya, have no basis in truth because
the three editors in chief never committed

any press-related crimes or sins, especial-
ly towards Prophet Mohammed," Khalid
Al-Ansi, executive director of National
Organization for Defending Rights and
Freedoms.

Al-Ansi, also the lawyer for the three
newspapers, added that the three newspa-
per must be found innocent, but unfortu-
nately the laws are no adequate.

"The laws are illegal, we are doubting
in the laws and it is a type of abuse to the
newspaper," said Al-Ansi.

“They are unsatisfied with laws and
they rejected the laws because the charges
are all false," said Mohammed Al-Asidi,
the chief editor of Yemen Observer. "We

will resume the roles and will get the
innocence."

The court issued previous judicial roles
in the Danish cartoon case, the first case
ruled closure Al-Rai Al-Aam newspaper
for one year and the second case order the
Yemen Observer to pay a fine of YR 500
thousand — both rulings are for the same
issue of publishing the cartoons.

The press syndicate condemned the
judicial roles against the three editors in
chief in the case of repeat publishing the
Danish cartoons which offend Prophet
Mohammed in front of the Yemeni courts
and demanded President Saleh close the
cases.

Forward looking women

By: Khalil Al-Khaubari

SANA'A, Dec.l0 — The Women
National Committee took a step in the
process of bringing attention to gender
concepts and incorporating them into
national plans, strategies and develop-
mental programs.

The Woman National Committee
worked with the Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation to establish the
ten-year strategy of women running from
2006 to 2015.

"When a Yemeni woman asks for fair-
ness and justice she asks for its rights
given by tolerance of Shariah and the
national constituent," said Rasheeda Al-
Hamdani, chairwoman of the national
committee. "She realizes, as all do, she is
asked to be the helpful hand in the
process of her nation development."

Al-Hamdani also called for full incor-
poration of women's issues in the policies
and strategies of all authorities.

"We have a strategy, plans and priori-
ties. We have received some allocations
from the budget of the coming year, and
from this place I ask all authorities to
incorporate woman's issues and gender in
its policies, programs, and current plans,"
she said.

The participants discussed the National
Strategy for Woman Development and
evaluated its execution.

"It aims to raise woman's position
through the decrease of gender inequality
between men and women at all parts of
development process," said Horeea
Mashhoor, of the women committee.

Mashhoor considers the strategy as the
general frame of all plans and programs
and woman development projects in all
parts of life.

The committee is concerned with the
wide gender gap in all educational levels,
gender inequality in health care and serv-
ices, female poverty and economic
dependency, female representation in
decision making positions, violence
against woman and finally the stereotype
of woman in media.

"By endorsement of the strategy as an
official committed document, all govern-
mental bodies that are concerned with the
implementation required to transfer the
related goals and measures to programs
and projects," said Mashoor, about the
mechanism of implementing the strategy.

The government’s endorsement of the
ten-year strategy comes as no surprise,
but it is the first time gender is incorpo-
rated with investments programs.

's strategy

Yemen is striving for equal investment
in project distribution between programs
that focus on improving women’s rights
is difficult to control by the Ministry of
Planning and International Cooperation.

“It is hard to fix the number of projects
for woman’s issues and gender out of the
general projects. However, the standards
of fixing shares and money will be
achieved goals by these projects at the
level of woman issues and gender," said
Yahia Al-Motawakel, the deputy minister
of planning and international coopera-
tion.

The government is working on its own
initiative to create gender equality.

"There are no foreign pressures on the
government to raise gender issues and
gender equality,” stated Al-Motawakel.
"There are some donating countries that
are still far behind Yemen in the fields of
gender equality.

"We work on rooting the gender con-
cept from a Yemeni point of view that
goes in accordance with the faith, culture
and social traditions,” explained Al-
Motawakel. “We work with the con-
cerned authorities and organizations to
reach agreements and standards at the
level of woman issues and gender which
may not be found in any other country."

Continued from page 1

“Women’s lives inextricably are linked to
the well-being of children,” UNICEF
Executive Director Ann M. Veneman
says, “If they aren’t educated, if they
aren’t healthy, if they aren’t empowered,
then the children are the ones who suf-
fer.”

The UNICEF report emphasizes rec-
ognizing that gender roles aren’t inborn
but rather learned. Proponents of gender
equality challenge the stereotypes and
pervasive discrimination that keep
women and girls socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged.

Hummad expressed her appreciation
that this year’s report included women
and children, which is a new element and
a more inclusive perception. “Safe moth-
erhood and women’s empowerment and
equality lead to happy childhood and a
reviving life.” In this regard, she also

A call for equality

highlighted government efforts, especial-
ly the social affairs ministry, praising its
partnership with UNICEF in particular.

Hummad encouraged all stakeholders
to participate equally hand in hand for the
sake of bettering women and children in
Yemen.

The 2007 report shows that although
27 years have elapsed since the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women
was adopted — and despite the fact that it
has received 184 ratifications, acces-
sions and successions by state parties —
millions of women and girls throughout
the world remain powerless, voiceless
and without rights. The negative conse-
quences of women’s inequality reverber-
ate throughout society.

During the report’s launch, the Yemeni
Artists Forum presented a short sketch

on girls’ education wherein a 12-year-old
girl was attempting to fight for her right to
study, enjoying the support of her mother
but against her father’s will. The group
encouraged attendees to educate their
girls and not let traditions stand in the
way of women’s empowerment.

Additionally, Amel Al-Qebli represent-
ed the Children’s Parliament, explaining
her views regarding Yemeni children’s
conditions and what must be done.

UNICEF-Yemen has organized a net-
work among NGOs, artists, the media
and the private sector to promote girls’
basic education. In line with the report’s
suggestions, Naseem Ur-Rehman, chief
of communications and information at
UNICEF-Yemen, mentioned the impor-
tance of equality between men and
women for the benefit of children as an
overall goal.

Women have the same problem. “Some
women remain in prison for months or
even years after they've served their
sentences due to not having money to
pay the fines or because no male
guardian will sign for their release,” said
lawyer Ishraq Al-Magtari, an activist and
manager of the advocacy and legal
protection for women’s rights project
initiated by Oxfam-GB.

In her paper about illegal detention of
women, Al-Magtari noted that Yemen’s
security system isn’t gender-sensitive and
is extremely biased against women. For
example, female rape victims who report
the crime to police stations often are
charged with adultery and jailed
themselves.

YT seminar

“Their arrest can be very chaotic. |
personally have come across a case
where a woman was arrested in Taiz
because she was walking alone at night.
Apparently, security’s excuse was that
she was doing some scandalous act,” Al-
Magtari angrily remarked.

Women and children are the weakest
links, but the security apparatus also
illegally discriminates against refugees.
Lawyer and human rights activist Khalid
Al-Anisi, executive director of HOOD,
said, “The law stipulates that anyone
setting foot on Yemeni soil and fleeing his
or her own country for political, social or
economic reasons has the right to
refugee privileges. It’s not about how they
came to Yemen; rather, it's about why

they fled their countries and whether they
honestly deserve to be treated as
refugees.”

In his talk about illegal persecution of
refugees, Al-Anisi said two main types of
refugees are coming to Yemen: those of
African origin — especially Somalis and
Ethiopians — due to economic reasons,
and those with religious reasons, such as
Western Muslims who experience
difficulty practicing Islam in their countries.

Some refugees are subject to double
discrimination, whether because of their
dark skin color or their Islamic faith. “The
problem is that there’s no law regulating
refugee rights, so it's left to the
consciences of those in charge,” Al-Anisi
concluded.

According to the agreement, women
should be involved in political action, as
well as in various electoral spheres. It
proposed that human resources and
Yemeni citizens’ energy should be used
to promote the democratic course and
provide equal opportunities to all
Yemenis in order to attain true demo-
cratic reform.

The agreement was signed by GPC
Assistant Secretary-General
Abdurrahman Al-Akwa’a, Islah Party
Assistant Secretary-General

political parties

Abdulwahab Al-Anisi, Yemeni Socialist
Party Secretary-General Yassin Sa’eed
Noman, Nasserite Unionist
Organization Secretary-General Sultan
Al-Atwani, Popular Forces Union
Assistant Secretary-General
Abdussalam Razzaz and Hassan
Mohammed Zaid, head of Al-Haq
Party’s political unit.

In a statement, the JMP confirmed
that it hails the agreement and thanked
the European mission, whose efforts
and objective assessment of the elec-

toral process it said it values. The oppo-
sition parties declared that they appreci-
ate the mission’s precious efforts to
improve the Yemeni electoral process
and reform its shortcomings.

The opposition hoped that the
EUEOM would continue its efforts to
strengthen democracy in Yemen and
implement political reforms.

Al-Akwa’a affirmed that the agree-
ment will help enhance Yemen'’s political
experience, which he said is based on
plurality and respect for human rights

Representatives from the Chamber of
Commerce, the Yemeni Manufacturers
Association and those trading in chemical
materials attended the symposium, as
well as military experts and representa-
tives from the oil and gas sectors.

In a statement to the Yemen Times,
Qasim Abdulsallam Al-Shaibani, coordina-
tor and deputy chairman of the national
committee, said, “This committee’s future
tasks include collecting information about

chemical weapons

biological and chemical production institu-
tions, which are relative to the treaty. The
committee also engages in sorting out
toxic and biological materials that can be
used to produce weapons.”

He continued, “We’ll also supervise the
import and trade of biological and chemi-
cal materials used for peaceful purposes,
as well as establish restraints for their use
in a way that doesn’t harm Yemen’s eco-
nomic development. Further, we’ll

enhance national capabilities to face any
potential effects if such weapons are used
or when infectious diseases spread
among humans, animals or plants.”

Concluding his statement, Qasim
declared, “Our nation will meet the treaty’s
obligations because this is Yemen'’s policy,
which supports peaceful coexistence
between nations and resolving disputes
peacefully apart from biological and chem-
ical weapons threats.”
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UN council calls for Lebanon talks

By: Irwin Arieff

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - The
U.N. Security Council on Tuesday
urged all Lebanese political parties to
enter into talks to prevent a further
deterioration of the political crisis
there.

A statement approved unanimously
by the 15-nation council reaffirmed
the U.N. body's "full support for the
legitimate and democratically elected
government of Lebanon" and con-
demned any effort to destabilise the
country.

Lebanon's Hezbollah-led opposition
has brought hundreds of thousands of
protesters into the streets to press for a
national unity government that would
give it veto power in the Cabinet. The
opposition calls the Western-backed
government of Lebanese Prime
Minister Fouad Siniora illegitimate.

But parliamentary majority leaders
who control the Cabinet are refusing to
give in to opposition demands, saying
that would lead to greater Syrian and
Iranian influence in the government.

The government says the opposition
is trying to undermine it to derail cre-
ation of a special international court
that would try suspects implicated in
the 2005 assassination of former Prime
Minister Rafik al-Hariri a killing anti-
Syrian officials blame on Damascus.

- it

Lebanese Parliament speaker Nabih Be

i A

rri (R) and Arab League Secretary-

General Amr Moussa speak during a meeting at the government headquar-

ters in Beirut December 12, 2006.

Syria denies any involvement.

The council statement also
expressed "deep concern" at unveri-
fied reports that weapons were being
smuggled into southern Lebanon from
Syria, in violation of a U.N. arms ban.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan
reported December 1 that he was
receiving reports, which he could not
verify, of illegal arms smuggling into
Lebanon despite Lebanon's deploy-
ment of 8,000 troops along its border
with Syria.

REUTERS

Security Council resolutions have
called on Lebanon to disarm all mili-
tias on its soil, including Hezbollah
guerrillas, and banned all unauthorised
arms in Lebanon.

Tuesday's council statement invited
Annan to assess Lebanon's border
monitoring effort and report back to
the council with recommendations.

The statement also invited U.N.
member-states to consider providing
aid to the Lebanese government to
help it improve its border security.

Climate change catching
voter attention around world

By: Erik Kirschbaum
BERLIN (Reuters) "It's the
environment, stupid!"

Just as Bill Clinton used the battle
cry "It's the economy, stupid!" to keep
his 1992 presidential campaign
focussed, political leaders worldwide
are chanting a new mantra based on
growing alarm about global warming.

Mainstream parties in Germany,
Britain, France, Canada, the United
States and Austria believe tackling
climate change is a vote winner while
established Green parties in Germany

Saudis tell U.S. they may back
Iraq's Sunnis-NY Times

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Saudi
Arabia has told the Bush administration
that it might provide financial backing
to Iragi Sunnis in a war against Iraqi
Shiites if the United States withdraws
from Iraq, The New York Times report-
ed on Tuesday, citing American and
Arab diplomats.

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia deliv-
ered that message to Dick Cheney dur-
ing the U.S. vice president's brief visit
last month to Riyadh, the newspaper
said, citing the officials it did not name.

Cheney travelled to Saudi Arabia, a
close U.S. ally and the world's top oil
exporter, to discuss Iraq and how to
break the deadlock in the Arab-Israeli
conflict.

During the visit, King Abdullah
expressed strong opposition to diplo-
matic talks between the United States
and Iran, which is largely Shi'ite, the
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Times said.

The Saudi leader also pushed
Washington to encourage the resump-
tion of peace talks between Israel and
the Palestinians, the newspaper report-
ed, citing senior officials of U.S.
President George W. Bush's administra-
tion.

The White House could not immedi-
ately be reached to comment on the
report.

Until now Saudi officials have prom-
ised Washington that they would refrain
from aiding Iraq's Sunni insurgency.
But that pledge holds only as long as the
United States remains in Iraq, The New
York Times reported.

The Saudis have argued strenuously
against a U.S. troop withdrawal from
Iraq, voicing fears that Iraq's minority
Sunni population would be massacred,
the newspaper said.
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The newspaper cited U.S. officials as
saying that those fears have heightened
amid the rising pressure in the United
States for American troops to withdraw
and calls for direct talks with Iran.

The Saudi ambassador to the United
States Prince Turki al-Faisal told his
staff on Monday that he had resigned.
His resignation emerged just days after
Turki he fired a consultant who wrote an
opinion piece in The Washington Post
suggesting that the Saudis would back
Irag's Muslim Sunnis in the event of a
wider sectarian conflict.

The article by a Saudi government
security adviser, Nawaf Obaid, said the
oil-rich desert kingdom would intervene
with funding and weaponry to prevent
Shi'ite militias from attacking Iraq's
Sunnis. It also suggested Saudi Arabia
could bring down world oil prices to
squeeze Iran's Shi'ite rulers.
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and Austria are experiencing a
renaissance.

Arnold Schwarzenegger won re-
election as California governor in a
landslide last month after distancing
himself from President George W.
Bush, a fellow Republican, and

Power generating wind turbines are silhouetted against dark rain clouds at
dusk in Bornstedt near the eastern German city of Magdeburg in this
November 18, 2006 file photo. Political leaders worldwide are chanting a new
mantra based on growing alarm about global warming. Mainstream parties
in Germany, Britain, France, Canada, the United States and Austria believe
tackling climate change is a vote winner while established Green parties in
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championing measures to cut the
state's greenhouse gas emissions.

Prime Minister Tony Blair and
Chancellor Gordon Brown have made
the fight against climate change a
priority and Conservative Party leader
David Cameron has won over voters
by talking up environmental issues.

"Climate change, if presented the
right way, is a topic that voters are
definitely opening up to," Manfred
Guellner, managing director of
Germany's Forsa polling institute, told
Reuters. "We're seeing you can score
points with it.

"Blair has done a good job of
showing how leadership on climate
change can make a difference. Climate
change clearly has ‘'hot button'
potential."

In France, the need for sustainable
policies has been embraced by all
parties ahead of a 2007 presidential
election. Socialist candidate Segolene
Royal and her likely rival Nicolas
Sarkozy pepper speeches with
references to the environment.

In early December, Sarkozy met
former U.S. Vice President Al Gore,
whose documentary on global
warming, "An Inconvenient Truth",
has been a surprise box-office winner.

Sarkozy said concern about the
environment was not the preserve of
traditional green parties.

"Sustainable development and the
defence of the environment is a
question so fundamental that it can't be
the property of one political party, even
if it's green in colour," the front-runner
for ruling conservative UMP party told
parliament.

Greenhouse gas effect

This month, Canada's opposition
Liberals elected former environment
minister Stephane Dion as their leader.
Dion campaigned on green issues and
said he would focus on the need to cut
emissions from the booming Alberta
oil area.

It was the first time a major
Canadian party had picked a leader
who campaigned primarily on the
environment.

Greenhouse gases like carbon
dioxide (CO2), produced by burning
fossil fuels, trap heat in the

Germany and Austria are experiencing a renaissance.

atmosphere. Scientists say rising
temperatures could raise sea levels and
cause more droughts, floods and
heatwaves.

The United Nations'
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change predicts the average global
temperature will increase between 1.4
to 5.8 degrees Celsius by 2100, which
would lead to rising sea levels as ice
caps melt.

The publication of a hard-hitting
report in October by Nicholas Stern, a
former World Bank chief economist,
concentrated minds on climate change
which he said could lead to an
economic upheaval on the scale of the
1930s Depression.

Going mainstream

Blair made global warming one of the
key themes of Britain's Group of Eight
presidency last year and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel has pledged
to continue the campaign when her
government  takes over the
presidencies of the European Union
and the G8 in 2007.

"Showing a commitment for the
environment has once again become
fashionable and deemed worthy of
public  recognition," said Udo
Kuckartz, a University of Marburg
researcher in a recent study of the
public's view for the German
government.

"We haven't seen that in a long
time."

Climate change was regarded as
important by 93 percent and viewed as
the number two issue behind
unemployment, up from fourth place in
2000.

Germany is home to the Greens
party, one of the world's most
successful ecology parties which has
had seven years in government. Their
support has climbed from 8.1 percent
in the 2005 election to around 11
percent in opinion polls.

"The climate issue is vital to voters
of all shades and to business as well,"
said Ralf Fuecks, head of the Greens'
Heinrich Boell Foundation think-thank
in Berlin.

In Austria, the Greens got their best

REUTERS

result in an election in October,
winning 21 seats in parliament. Austria
derives 20 percent of its energy from
renewable sources.

Emmerich Talos, professor for
political science at Vienna University,
said ecology was a key issue in the
Alpine republic and no party could
afford to ignore it.

"There's no way a party could run an
election nowadays without having
green issues in their programme," he
said.
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The Poverty Reduction Strategy Follow-up and
Monitoring unit/PRSFMU

Vacancy Announcement

The Poverty Reduction Strategy Follow-up and Monitoring
unit (PRSFMU)

In the Ministry of Planning and international Cooperation is
inviting:

Highly Qualified, Active, Hard working Youth

Qualifications/Requirements:

Knowledge and skills: University Degree in Economic/ or
Management Good computer skills/Good interpersonal
skills

Experiences: Preferably experience with international
Agencies/Projects

Languages: Excellent in Arabic and English

Interested candidates are requested to send their applica-
tions with detailed curriculum vitae to the following
address, but not later that 21-Dec-06

Poverty Reduction Strategy and Follow-up Monitoring Unit
Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation
Sana'a republic of Yemen

Fax: 239703

Tel: 239705

The Poverty Reduction Strategy Follow-up and
Monitoring Unit/PRSFMU

Vacancy Announcement

The Poverty Reduction Strategy Follow-up and Monitoring Unit
(PRSFMU) in the Ministry of Planning and international
Cooperation is inviting applications for the following post:

"Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist"
Qualifications / Requirements:
Knowledge and skills: University Degree in Economic or other
related specialization Good computer skills/Good interpersonal
skills

Experiences: not less than five years with donors financed proj-
ects and programmes in government agencies

Languages: Excellent in Arabic and English
Terms of References available in the address below.

Interested candidates are requested to send their applications
with detailed curriculum vitae to the following address, but not
later that 21-Dec-06

Poverty Reduction Strategy and Follow-up Monitoring Unit
Ministry of Planning and international Cooperation

Sana'a Republic of Yemen

Fax: 239703

Tel: 239705
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Where better to see in the New Year or celebrate Eid than the luxurious Movenpick Hotel
Sana'a. From your vantage point high on the top of a hill overlooking the ancient city of Sana’a
you can enjoy our many excellent restaurants or just kick back and relax in the spa.

Our festive package for 2 nights or more is just $99 for a single or double room and breakfast
including taxes and is valid from December 28th - January 5th. Rates are applicable for Yemen
national and foreign residents only.

New Year’s Eve is surely the best time of the year to get together with friends and family so why
not enjoy the evening in real style in the Grand Ballroom where we have planned a magnificent
feast of food, music and dancing all for just $65 net.

Stay the night and enjoy breakfast with us for just $160 net for a single room or $229 net for a
double room, including the party ticket.

AN
MOVENPICK

True Excellence in Swiss Hospitality. Hotel Sana‘a

Maovenpick Hotel Sana’a

P.0.Box 5111, Berlin Street, Dhahr Hemyer, Sana‘a, Yemen
Phone +967 154 66 66, Fax +96 7 154 60 00
hotel.sanaa@moevenpick.com

VISA
Electron |

VISA ELECTRON

IBY Visa Eleciron .. Wherever You Are.. Your account with you
one Card Could Facilitate Your Local & International T'ransactions

- T'he ability to check your sccount balances and withdraw momey from
IBY ATM's and {rom over 1.000.000 ATM's worldwide.

- The ability tu pay for your purchases locally through [BY% POS and
worldwide al more than 30,000.000 locations,

- Additional cards for your family members available upon vour request.

= Mo limils sefonthe card.

Ask for your card today ... Absolutely Free
Mo margin, No Collateral,

No cash Withdrawal fees,
MNo annual fees.

For more information, Please Contact us on; 01-407030 - o visil our site; www.ibyermen.com

From Sana’a to lstanbul -
From Istanbul to the world!

Jrromcls@antbol e Sanga
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Opportunist merchants and uncommaitted
government behind economlc crises, survey finds

As the recent election results were announced, the prices of basic foodstuffs increased
remarkably. At that time, the government held traders responsible for this, as they
have a monopoly on basic foodstuffs, namely wheat, flour and sugar. It said it
launched a wide-ranging campaign to control these tradesmen, who monopolize food-

stuffs and rig prices.

The Yemen Times sent reporters into the streets to get reactions from Yemeni citizens
and come up with the following survey results. Most of those interviewed agreed that
the government hasn’t fulfilled its promises to fix foodstuff prices and that it is hand
in hand with businessmen and traders to hide the fact that a new round of price hikes
will rear its head in the days to come.
With a population of more than 20 million, 4 out of 10 Yemenis live on less than $2 a
day and 43 percent of the population lives below the poverty line.

Saeed Al-Batati (Hadhramout), Mahmoud Al-Harazi, Khalil AlI-Khawbari (Sana'a)
and Taiz Bureau contributed to the survey.

By: Mohammed Al-Jabri

Saleh Abdullah Ubaid, 50

“In fact, I don’t
know what’s the
reason behind the
new price hikes in
foodstuffs. Our
currency is so low.
I have to work to
sustain my family
because neither the government nor
tradesmen will give us anything.
What can we do?”

Nabil Noman, 22

“The reason
foodstuffs have
become very

expensive
nowadays are the
unwise policies of
our government.
’fr There’s no
supervision to control price rigging
because we notice monopolizing of
foodstuffs without clear reasons.

Yemenis have become accustomed
to new rounds of price hikes and
now there’s a new one. Supervising
prices doesn’t exist.

The government says it has
launched campaigns in the markets
to control price rigging, but prices
remain the same. Undoubtedly, the
government and tradesmen are
partners in this regard.”

Mohammed Qaed, 20
This young man
receives YR
15,000 a month,
which is  only
2 enough to chew qat
1 _ while working at a
'r’ ‘ grocery store.
“The main
reason for the rise in foodstuff prices
is Yemeni citizens themselves. For
one thing, they can’t speak about
their rights. It’s the people who are
held responsible because they
remain silent and don’t say anything.
Another price hike will appear in the
days to come.”

Sa’ad Ali

Ali was surprised
when price hikes
occurred after the
elections, which
. ran counter to his
* expectations that
prices  wouldn’t
rise.

“1 really don’t know the reasons
for the price hikes we experience
nowadays. Our government broke its
promise because foodstuff prices
skyrocketed immediately after the
elections. What can we do? We must
cope with this situation.”

Hifdhallah Al-Hwaisi, 35

This man, who
sells unused goods
cartons, holds both
government and
tradesmen
responsible for any
price hikes.

“Absence of responsibility on the
part of our government has played a
big role in causing the current price
hikes. I think it’s a quiet round of
price hikes, but the government
hasn’t declared it yet.”

Na’eem Mohammed Suroor
For this young
man, last
September’s
elections are the
. main reason behind
the price hikes. He
regretted that
Yemenis voted for
the General People’s Congress,
which didn’t fulfill its promises.
“This is a new price increase. My
YR 15,000 salary isn’t enough for
my family and me. We don’t know
why there are all of these price
hikes.”

Nasser Saleh
Saleh thinks the
p2 unstable condition
of the U.S. dollar,
© which sometimes
goes up and
" sometimes down,
== led to this
situation. He says
his YR 10,000 monthly salary is only
enough to buy qat for two weeks.
“Who’s responsible for the price
hikes? Undoubtedly, it’s our Uncle
Ali [President Ali Abdullah Saleh]
and [Prime Minister] Abdulqader
Bajammal. They decide everything.
We’re witnessing a devastating new
round of price hikes nowadays.”

Hamid Ahmed
“This new round of

| price hikes was

caused by the

recent elections.

* Our government

! has broken its

promises. My

salary doesn’t help

me cover my
family’s basic needs.”
Ahmed Abdu Hasan

This 24-year-old

young man agrees
with Ahmed and
- says he doesn’t
know what the
reason is for the
price hikes. “Both
government and
responsible,” he

tradesmen are
remarked.

Abdul-Rahman Al-Dhafri
“The state actually
isn’t determined or
serious about
fixing prices. The
government is the
' main reason behind
- any price hikes.
, This is a new but
&‘ i quiet round of

price hikes.”

Hasan Ahmed Salem

Saleh, a father of
three, says his
monthly salary
isn’t enough to
sustain his family.
For him,
government
officials’ sense of
irresponsibility is one reason why
prices have risen since the
September elections. “The
government supports tradesmen and
the new round of high prices exists
accordingly.”

Huda Al-Dubaei

This schoolteacher thinks the
government has broken its promises,
but at the same time, she holds
traders responsible for the high
prices. “Citizens remain the
oppressed, being at the mercy of a
hammer and trigger. What we see
nowadays is a slow rise in prices.”

Mohammed Al-Shaer

This lawyer is very
upset with
Bajammal’s
government, which
he describes as
both ignorant and
wise. “There’s no
law to fix prices, so
traders don’t stick to one fixed price.
It’s the traders who are the reason for
high foodstuff prices. We can say
that this is the beginning of several
price hikes.”

Abdu Bakr Omar

. “Prices? What can
. be said of such
high prices is that
v it’s a political ploy
that started with
the last elections.
What’s the
government doing
after all? To cheat these poor
citizens, who can’t afford the lunch
of even one of our corrupt officials.
Let the citizens suffer terribly for
five more years because they voted
for the current regime.”

Fawaz Al-Awmi

“The main reason
for the price hikes
is the irresponsible
Ministry of Trade,
as well as election
publicity funds the
ruling party
received from
businessmen. My salary lasts only
four days, which is why I need an
additional job.”

Abdullah Mohammed Je’aeel

. Abdullah is of the
view  that the
fgovernment
| doesn’t control
traders, who, in
turn, stick to prices
according to their
mood. “This is the
start of a new round of price hikes,
without a doubt.”

Ahmed Khasrouf

For Khasrouf,
'l traders are the only
| ones who broke
their promises and
caused the new
price hikes in
foodstuffs. “This
“ isn’t a new price
hike, but rather price-rigging on the
part of traders.”

Ibrahim Al-Hajj
J— “Rising taxes is the
. main reason for the
| price hikes. The
government didn’t

fulfill its promises

o

 from  the last
{ elections. Also,
traders are very

greedy.”
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Many people can not afford the hlgh prices of foodstuffs.

Mohammed Abu Arrijal

Trader Abu Arrijal
M says prices rose
| because there are
"y no  government

regulations.  He
adds that some
greedy traders

want to get richer
at the expense of the poor by making
their prices skyrocket.

Fadhel Mohammed Ali
“The greediness of
traders and lack of
supervision leads
to price hikes. The
government also
broke its promises.
N Some high-ranking
L state officials are
traders themselves. What we witness
nowadays is a new round of price
hikes.”

Mohammed Abdul-Qader Basha

Basha is one of
many Yemenis
whose salaries
don’t meet their
needs. He thinks a
new round of price
hikes isn’t being
announced, while
dally without any
“The coming price

rise

prices
justification.
hikes will be deadly,” he predicts.
“If the situation in general is a
mess, how then will the government
carry out economic reforms in a

short period of time? The
government should be given a
chance to fulfill its promises — at
least five years — because it doesn’t
oversee tradesmen’s greed,” he adds.

Anas Mansour Ali

Ali’s monthly
salary lasts only
three to four days.
He  believes a
cataclysm of high

prices is coming
that will have no
= mercy upon

anyone. “Of course, the government
didn’t stick to its promises and
caused prices to go up without taking
any action. However, even the
measures it took against some
tradesmen were in vain.”

Ahmed Al-Sharabi

“Prices rose
unbelievably after
the September
elections,” Al-
Sharabi says,
adding that his
. salary isn’t enough
""" to sustain his 12
children. “I have to work day and
night with only four hours to sleep.
The government should have mercy
upon us.”

Ahmed Al-Tamimi
“The problem is

that the
government didn’t
stick to its
programs since the
beginning of
economic reform.
Tradesmen — the

economy’s decision-makers — are the
main factor. They direct the nation,
so political decisions won’t work
without strict measures. The
government attributes the price hikes
to an international increase, but
when prices decrease internationally,
that isn’t the case here.”

He adds, “The problem lies in
mismanagement of state financial
resources, as billion of riyals are
spent secretly.”

Ahmed Al-Meqdi

“Tradesmen  are
responsible for the
high prices. By
nature, they are
opportunists,
attempting to
exploit any
situation and raise
prices. The moment the government
increases employee salaries, they
take advantage of such opportunity
and raise foodstuff prices. I'm
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talking about senior tradesmen
concerned with the import and
export process.”

Salemeen Omar Basalloum
Basalloum says his salary not only is
unable to bring happiness to his
children, but also is insufficient to
sustain them. “The price rise
occurred due to lack of observation
and calling violators to account.”

Hassa Al-Jamhi
“I’m dissatisfied with foodstuff

prices, but we should take into
consideration the economic
problems our country is
experiencing.”

Salem Awadh Al-Awbathani
“There are many reasons for the rise
in prices, including state ignorance
regarding supervising prices and
depending upon foreign products.
The increasing prices have affected
citizens, who have begun searching
for additional jobs.”

Yousef Bamahrah

“The high prices cause people to
worry the most. The state’s weak
economy is the main reason for this
problem. I think price hikes are on
the rise.”
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Invitation for Bids (IFB)

Republic of Yemen
Public Works Project

Procurement of construction of Baihan Hospital
Tender US-13/3

1. The Government of Yemen / Public Works Project has received a grant from the
Government of United States of America Department of Agriculture, Food Aid
Program. Part of the grant will be applied to cover eligible payments under the
Contract for construct Baihan Hospital, Shabwa. Bidding is open to all bidders
from eligible source countries as defined in the Guidelines: Procurement under
IDA Credits.

2. The Public Works Project invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the
construction of Baihan hospital according to the specifications and bill of quantities
included in the tender documents.

3. Bidding documents (and additional copies) ma be purchased at 2nd turning on left
of 20m Rd west 60m Rd,
Telephone: 407354/407358,
Facsimile: 407357
Email: pwp-yem@y.net.ye
P.O. Box: 18316, Sana’a — Yemen

for a nonrefundable fee of YR30,000 or its equivalent in a freely-convertible currency,
for each set. Interested bidders may obtain further information at the same address.

4. Bids shall be valid for a period of 120 days after Bid opening and must be
accompanied by bid security of 50,000 or its equivalent in a convertible currency,
and shall be delivered to Public Works Project Office on or before 11:00 AM on
21/01/2007 at which time they will be opened in the presence of the bidders who
wish to attend.

5. In case of local contractors level I and II are only eligible.

héxéh

Yemeni Nationals Onl

Canadian Nexen Petroleum East Al-Hajr Ltd.
announces the following vacancies:

Customs Coordinator Sana’a

For further information or to apply for this position please visit
our website:

http://www.nexeninc.com/Careers/ Yemen/
Application Criteria:

e  All applications must be submitted through our online
application system.

e  Online Applications must be submitted NO later than
December 26, 2006.

. A member of our recruitment team will call you if you
are selected for a test and interview.

e  Selection will be based on the most qualified applicants.

e  Applicants can check the status of their application online
using the above URL.

e  Please make sure that your Application contains all the
needed personal, contact and qualification information.

e  Faxed or Handed-In CV’s will NOT be considered.

BB FMRANIIAS

ISLAMIC RELIEF

Islamic Relief in Yemen is seeking qualified female candidate to fill the
vacancy of Field Officer in Orphans Programme (Aden Based):

Main duties and responsibilities:

* To participate in all orphan programme activities.

* To be responsible for implementing activities of orphan programme as per
policy and procedure on the field level.

* To be responsible for continuous monitoring of sponsored orphans for their
welfare and development of livelihood status.

e To liaise with families, schools and other relevant authorities.

* To be an effective assistant to orphans programme team to improve and
implement the project and to gather and analyze all related data.

e To implement all work related to programme objectives.

* To prepare timely reports.

* To organize various events for children.

* To be able to intensively travel to the field.

* To carry out other duties assigned by the line manager.

Requirements:

e To have university degree in social science or equivalent.

* At least three years experience in planning and implementing projects in
remote and rural places.

* Good English and Arabic Language (both written and spoken)

e To be aware of the different children rights issues.

* Good computer skills in (Word processing, Excel, Power point & usage of
internet)

Interested applicants should deliver their detailed CV’s to the following:
Fax: 01-219017, Tel: 01-207880, Email address: infoir@y.net.ye
Last date for receiving the applications not later than 21 December 2006
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Opinion

Democratic scene, wished to be in Yemen one day

ebanon, a

Council resolution.

country which

is small in area,

but big with its

democratic sys-
tem, is at present giving a
new and gorgeous example
for the Arab people. It’s
seeking decision from the
people peacefully in the bid
of solving their differences
that were this time difficult
for the austere rulers and
politicians to reach satisfying agree-
ment on differences because of some
apparent and hidden fingers interfering
in the Lebanese affair. Those do not
wish to see the healthy Arab Lebanon
in the heart of the nation responding to
its woes, as it used to be and as the
nation’s peoples know it at the fore-
front of defenders of their legitimate
rights. Despite the differences between
the opposition and the government, the
latter did not resort to use its oppres-
sive apparatuses to strike at the opposi-
tion’s large masses in their expression
of anger though they are frankly call-
ing for the ousting of the government
and the formation of a national unity
government. The  governement,
according to opposition, could no
longer preserve the national unity and
fabric that is unique and with multi
religions, sects and political visions
based on accord and observance of
rights and interests. It has let the rope
loose for political and economic cor-
ruption. That has been the cause of
affecting the people living and has
threaten their national constants and
the pillars of their unity and high stan-
dard of peaceful coexistence that blos-
somed into civilized prosperity in vari-
ous areas that shadowed Lebanon since
its independence last century.

The opposition is seeking the help of
the people in expressing its refusal of
the current government. Last year the
opposition took to the streets after the
assassination of former Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri, to topple
the government deemed to be responsi-
ble for deterioration of the situation
and to chase the Syrian troops from
Lebanon in line with a U.N. Security

By: Haydé Al-Attas

In both instances the
leadership did not use
its force to quell the
opposition and the
masses despite the gov-
ernment being deemed
pro-Syrian. It allowed
others to express their
will.

The two democratic
scenes Lebanon has
witnessed in the sum-
mer of last year and the winter of this
year are both peaceful without any bul-
lets fired. Will this winter also produce
peaceful developments? One wonders
if the Yemeni authority could tolerate
such a wonderful peaceful democratic
scene.

I am sure and confident the people of
Yemen have the same aspiration. It will
not be long when the day comes that
the Yemeni masses will embody their
aspiration on the ground, taking the
democratic approach and liberating
themselves from all complexes of hes-
itation and fear to affirm that democra-
cy is guarantees a prosperous and safe
future.

In return to the Lebanese democratic
scene, Lebanon before 1975 was a cen-
ter for cultural and political radiation
and also a distinguished trading and
industrial center. For culture they find
rich libraries, bookshops and printing
presses that are not under by censor-
ship. People wanting politics find a
springhead for all nationalist and
national movements. They will find its
newspapers embracing all political
trends without censorship. And it is
also an abode for trade financial
administration. Thus was Lebanon, an
oasis of democracy, culture, politics
and economy. With its unique political
and cultural diversity Lebanon was
able, despite a variety of religious and
sectarian beliefs, to produce national
unity and rare peaceful coexistence. It
is committed to its national and patriot-
ic issues and its pursuit was that of dis-
tinguished democratic respect of diver-
sity as a source of its strength and
steadfastness of its unity.

Several foreign, local and regional

circles are not feeling satisfied with the
situation of Lebanon, which was siding
with the nation’s first issues in the
midst of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Each
wanted to have Lebanon on its side
without taking into consideration the
observance of its national interests.
Therefore, the beautiful country was
pushed into a civil war that soon
changed into a sectarian war during the
period of 1975 to 1990 when Lebanon,
with all of its components, was burnt
with it. Its people got displaced and the
economy collapsed and consequently
collapsed all the civilized establish-
ments.

The wise people and politicians of
Lebanon then realized the horror of the
trap and all were defeated and the
greatest loser was the country. They
came together for national dialogue,
the ideal way to solve the internal dis-
putes, if they were really the cause of
the war. Then the Taif Agreement came
under the care of Saudi Arabia and all
parties signed it and Syria was entrust-
ed with its implementation.

Lebanon had regained its health
gradually and life began to enter all of
its sectors. All that by virtue of the
struggling people of Lebanon and sup-
port of brethren and friends and that
enabled Lebanon to regain its position
and its material and moral capabilities.
The Israeli invasion in 1982 and reach-
ing the first Arab capital as well as the
massacres and destruction it commit-
ted, then Israel’s withdrawal with keep-
ing occupation of the south, also the
American marines entering Lebanon
and their forced withdrawal under the
blows of the resistance in 1983 and
forcing Lebanon to sign an individual
agreement which the people have
destroyed, were all indicators to the
depth of the conflict around Lebanon
and the insistence on taking it away
from the Arab circle. That occupation
and the change left behind complicated
things with the intention of vengeance.
Arab armies then came and withdrew
afterwards, entrusting Syria to keep
security under the Taif agreement.

The delay of the Syrian forces with-
drawal from Lebanon, after it had
regained its security and stability, the

return of political life to its normal con-
dition, the return of economy activity
and the mistakes accompanied the
Syrian presence, opened the door the
enemies of Lebanon and Syria and also
the enemies of the Arab nation to acti-
vate the mines they had planted to
bring division and to recreate the dis-
putes and to prepare for a repeat of the
1975civil war. Syria and Lebanon were
the direct target and the Arab nation the
wider target.

Former Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri
was assassinated and then there were
other assassinations of a number of
Lebanon’s personalities and also Syria
and Lebanon were the target. Who will
do justice to Lebanon? Is it the United
Nations that legalized the occupation
of Iraq? Where are the wise men of
Lebanon and those of the Arab nation?
Do they not realize that what is hap-
pening in Lebanon is a preparation for
slaughtering the Lebanese in a conflict
aimed at the entire Arab nation? Is it
not an indication of vengeance by
Israel for its defeat in 2000 to wage its
invasion of Lebanon last June? Is it not
insistence on the plot of targeting Syria
and Lebanon and the nation? Some
maybe think they will save themselves
in a life boat not of their making and
leave the rest of their people to die
drowning.

The democratic scene in Lebanon
has surpassed ten days and it has
accompanying it expression of one
opinion and now there is the Arab troi-
ka headed by the Arab League secre-
tary general and foreign ministers of
some Arab countries. All hope to bring
together the various viewpoints in
Lebanon. These efforts were preceded
by foreign intervention that poured oil
on the fire by pitting one party against
the other.

May God be with you the people of
Lebanon? Protect your unity and pre-
serve your democracy to continue your
giving. May God help you triumph as
you have always supported yourselves,
people and issue.

Hayder Al-Attas is former Yemeni
prime minister
Source: newsyemen.net

Human development

By: Issam Hussein Al-Matari

he human development in its
comprehensive concept has
many definitions but the
functional definition is the
best of all definitions. It stip-
ulates a functional definition for develop-
ment in that it is the development of peo-
ple by means of people and for people.
The human, according to this functional
definition of development, become the
object of means and goal of the modern
comprehensive development with all its

real dimensions and frames.

Out of this precept the countries that
are considered today at the level of the
advanced states due to the importance of
the human have directed attention to
develop by achieving integration in all
fields and at different levels of life in
general. There is no development but
with the human and leading him to cer-
tain stage, the stage of giving without
waiting for the material wages, but rather
seeking the moral other. It is because that
action is for satisfying the Almighty God
and comforting the conscience against

blaming and very accountability of the
soul.

The development situation would not
be fully accomplished, but through the
development of the human and his quali-
fication for dealing under important and
great new consequences and variables.
The first thing focused on in the human
development is to position the man face
to face with moral and ethical develop-
ment to ensure healthiness of individuals
in the bigger society free from diseases
and ills.

For the realization and achievement of
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wise human development it is possible to
establish general societies and forums for
human development and also opening
institutes teaching human development
covering many of its multilateral and
diversified aspects.

It is imperative that the house should
contribute side by side with human insti-
tutes, societies and forums in an idealistic
and developed manner in many of vari-
ous aspects. Also, we must not forget the
role of modern schools in the active and
effective contribution in the human
development. It is also imperative not to
neglect the role of cultural and sport
clubs in the human development as well
as the role of societies with their various
modern specializations.
Source:althawranews .net

Letters to the Editor

Carter’s book

ormer president and a Noble Peace
FPrize winner, Jimmy Carter, has

released a book on the Middle
East, titled “Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid.” He addresses sensitive polit-
ical issues many American officials
avoid. The president writes: “There will
be no substantive and permanent peace
for any peoples in this troubled region as
long as Israel is violating key U.N. reso-
lutions, official American policy, and the
international “road map” for peace by
occupying Arab lands and oppressing the
Palestinians.”

This book is long overdue. During a
Larry King interview on Nov. 27, Carter
answered all the criticism and questions
put forward by King. As with Professors
Stephen Walt and Mearsheimer,
President Carter brings a rare dose of
truth to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
The daily humiliations and killings by

COMMION SENSE

Two blows for the
Neo-cons and Zionists

ast week saw two important develop-

ments in the United States that are wor-

thy of recognition by the observers of

the Washington-Middle East scene. The

two events are somewhat related in that
they are a clear indication of a change in direction of
American policy trends, at least from a documentary
dimension.

The first event is the James Baker-Lee Hamilton
Iraq Study Group Report, which clearly shows that
American policy in Iraq has been a total waste of vast
human and material resources, energy and time, since
the Bush Administration goaded the United States
into a senseless military and diplomatic adventure, that could prove to be the most
disastrous pursuit of any American Administration to date, in terms of international
ramifications and the peace and stability of the entire Middle East, not to mention
the calamitous situation it unraveled in Iraq. While not saying directly as such, the
Baker-Hamilton Report and recommendations seek to find a face saving way out for
a loosing Republican Party that has apparently lost the faith and confidence it once
swindled out to the American people. The report presented the real facts on the
grounds as far as Hamilton could put together, without even having a chance to
leave the safety of the protected “Green Zone” of Baghdad (one wonders why all of
Iraq could not be made into a Green Zone), as both co-chairmen admitted in and
interview with David Frost for the Al-Jazeera International. One wonders what
would have been their prognosis if they had witnessed the tragedy they projected in
their report in real life: the mass slaughter that has become the common daily scene
of Iraq with an average of 120 to 150 people killed over the last couple of months,
mostly innocent civilian victims. Nevertheless, it is an important document for the
American people to realize that through the past five years their leaders have actu-
ally been misleading them and mismanaging the affairs of state, and are still trying
to continue to do so, especially in the international theater. While the report did not
implicate any persons responsible for the horrible situation that the George W. Bush
Administration policy in Iraq has created, it did imply that the situation came about
by wrong policies, wrong strategies and wrong tactics, no matter how one looks at
the Iraq situation. What is astonishing is that President Bush still makes out that the
report will have no significant bearing on “getting the mission done” and thus
observers wonder what will it take to awaken the president to the reality of his own
fumbling? Apparently, the president fails to see the extent to which Zionist support-
ers in the U.S. have brought great harm to the American people and it is about time
that someone points this out to them, even if in a rather subtle manner.

The second development is the recently issued book of former President Jimmy
Carter on the tragic plight of the Palestinians under one of the worst alien occupa-
tions of modern times. Surely, this would be the biggest blow to the Zionist lobby
in the U.S. that equals in magnitude the more subtle tone of Walt-Mearshiemer
Study, issued earlier this year. The book proved to be so shocking to the proponents
of Israel in America, that they worked diligently to minimize the publicity the book
would receive in the American media and, on the other hand, sought to even ridicule
the highly morally inclined former president, who has apparently shown that he is
guided by sincere religious convictions driven by conscientiousness of the immoral-
ity of human suffering, even if such suffering is clouded by misguided religious
beliefs — the backbone of the Zionist movement and more recently by Christian
evangelism, both of which forget that the essence of religion is to relieve mankind
of oppression and pain inflicted by other men, even if in the name of God. Surely,
Carter was fully aware of the undue disrespect and discrediting that the Israel Lobby
in the U.S. was to unleash as a result of equating the horrendous mistreatment that
the Palestinians are faring under the Israeli occupation, which Carter viewed as sur-
passing the segregation policies of the former apartheid government of South Africa.
But what can one expect from the Zionist State that was very chummy with the lat-
ter and went on to assist Serbia in their humanitarian calamity in the Balkans, by
providing the arms and the “technical expertise” that gave the Serbs an outstanding
record of manifested hatred of human beings on other human on the grounds of eth-
nic or religious association — an ongoing trait of Zionist policy and tactics in the
Holy Land, for which the Americans have been giving their wholehearted blessings,
knowingly or unknowingly, intentionally or unintentionally. But as history has
proven, human beings are bound to seek out the truth and seek out ways to insure
that misdeeds against mankind do not prevail forever.

Carter is to be applauded for his courage and sincere devotion to the moral foun-
dations, upon which true faith in God is rightly built upon. The attempt to turn the
social progress that man has achieved was bound to meet its doom, since it went
against the time clock of human development.

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more
than 20 years.

one who dare criticize Israel’s policies is
immediately accused of “anti-Semitism.”

the Israelis of Palestinians would disgust ~ The message is clear: dare to criticize

most Americans. However, the main-
stream media reports little of this.
Palestinians have little in terms of human
rights. Their land can be confiscated at
whim; they can be arrested and impris-
oned for years without charge or trial.
President Carter book reverberates facts
and realities. These are true facts of
Zionist Israel aggression, oppression,
cruelty and use of billion of U.S. dollars
of its expansionist policy.

President Carter knows about the
problem more than any other president in
the history of the U.S. and has been
engaged in it since the ‘70s. He has
stayed in touch with the major players
from all sides in the conflict and has
made numerous trips to the Holy Land,
most recently as an observer in the
Palestinian elections of 2005 and 2006.

Criticism of the book is based on igno-
rance and evident of evil bias. And any-

Israel and the Zionists will attack. As for
the U.S. congress, Pat Buchanan calls it a
“Zionist-occupied territory.” And Zionist
professors control “academic freedom”
at American Universities and many uni-
versities will become Zionist-occupied
territories too. Because of the manner in
which the American press and broadcast
media have caved in to pressure to the
Zionist lobby. Standing up for truth,
however, is never easy; these are interest-
ing times to be in America, to be an
American, and to be an American advo-
cate of truth and justice.

Let us hope that book will begin an
honest dialogue in this country and plan
on giving this book as a Christmas gift to
your friends and family “The Truth Shall
Set You Free!”

Mohammed Khaku
Allentown, USA
mkhaku786 @yahoo.com
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International Day of Human Rights

After 9/11 a great number of constitutional democracies have
approved many national security policy measures at the
expense of civil liberties — a development that brings the threat
of barbarism straight to our doorstep, says Ulrike Mast-

Kirschning

A Dam Breach for the Rule of Law
When Russian foreign minister Sergey
Lavrov accused the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) of speaking out too strongly
for human rights protection, it could
almost be taken as a good sign. It shows
a certain sensibility — as regards the
publicly documented human rights
violations of his country and
specifically also of Kazakhstan.

This sensibility has clearly declined
in political business since the attacks of
September 11, 2001. Even
constitutional democracies such as the
United States have since then approved
many national security policy measures
at the expense of civil liberties, thereby
causing numerous conflicts between
the government and the judiciary.

The rule of law or barbarism
Violating the absolute prohibition of
torture is one of the most severe
infringements of human rights. It is like
a dam breach for the rule of law and
leads straight to barbarism in entire
regions, countries, and societies. If the
so-called Baker Commission in the
United States is finally interested in
going back to fighting terrorism with
diplomacy and vigilance instead of
military means and organized human
rights violations, then this too is finally
a good sign.

The principles of state action must
always be guided by human rights and
the experience they are based on,
regardless of whether this is a matter of
political civil rights — of freedom of
opinion and expression, the right to

protest, the right to free elections, the
right to physical integrity, and the
prohibition of torture — or of economic
social rights, such as the right to food,
education, housing, and the prohibition
of discrimination on the basis of skin
color, ethnic affiliation, or gender.

And regardless of whether this is
about fighting terrorism, AIDS,
poverty, or violence against women,
thriving coexistence all over the globe
is possible only by competing to find

the best solutions, and not by
competition in a struggle to create
barbarity.

Sustainability and cooperation can be
made possible only by the countries
that set a good example and have a firm
stance on human rights. Only they can
guarantee dignity and freedom for
individuals, thus creating the necessary
space for peaceful resolution of
conflicts in the world.

The best and most existential
foundation
There are more than enough conflicts,

and even the activation of market forces
such as competition, power, and
assertiveness is no guarantee that
societies will follow human rights
guidelines, as the example of China
shows.

Fear of the superpower China does
not only come from concern about its
better economic performance, but also
from the feared dominance of a
community of values that has very little
in common with the rights and
freedoms of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

But only the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the
corresponding pacts and treaties
comprise the guidelines and framework
for action for social development and
coexistence around the world. To
neglect it would mean stripping
humanity of the best and most
existential foundation available in the
age of globalization.

© Qantara.de 2006. Translated from
the German by Allison Brown

Sustainability and cooperation can be made possible only by the countries
that set a good example and have a firm stance on human rights, Ulrike
Mast-Kirschning argues.

By: Kofi Annan

early half a century ago I

was a student about 400

miles north of here, in

Minnesota. 1 arrived

there  straight from
Africa — and I can tell you, Minnesota
soon taught me the value of a thick
overcoat, a warm scarfand even the
weird looking ear-muffs — that's to an
African eye!

When you leave one home for anoth-
er, there are always lessons to be learnt.
And I have had more to learn when I
moved on from Minnesota to the United
Nations — the indispensable common
house of the entire human family, which
has been my main home over the last 44
years. Today I want to talk to you par-
ticularly about five lessons I have learnt
in the last ten years, during which I
have had the difficult but exhilarating
job as Secretary-General.

I think it's especially fitting that I do
that here in the house that honors the
legacy of Harry S Truman. If FDR was
the architect of the United Nations, then
President Truman was the master-
builder, and the faithful champion of
the Organization in its early years,
when it had to face quite different prob-
lems from the ones FDR had expected.
Truman's name will always and forever
be associated with the memory of far-
sighted American leadership in a great
global endeavor. And you will see that
every one of my five lessons brings me
to the conclusion that such leadership is
no less sorely needed now than it was
sixty years ago.

My first lesson is that, in today's
world, the security of every one of us
is linked to that of everyone else.
That was already true in Truman's time.
The man who in 1945 gave the order for
nuclear weapons to be used — for the
first time, and let us hope the only, time
in history — understood that security for
some could never again come or be
achieved at the price of insecurity for
others. He was determined, as he had
told the founding conference of the
United Nations in San Francisco, to
“prevent, if human mind, heart, and
hope can prevent it, the repetition of the
disaster [meaning the world war] from
which the entire world will suffer for
years to come.” He believed strongly
that henceforth security must be collec-
tive and indivisible. That was why, for
instance, he insisted, when faced with
aggression by North Korea against the
South in 1950, on bringing the issue to
the United Nations and placing US
troops under the UN flag, at the head of
a multinational force.

But how much more true it is in our
open world today: a world where dead-
ly weapons can be obtained not only by
rogue states but by extremist groups; a
world where SARS, or avian flu, can be
carried across oceans, let alone national
borders, in a matter of hours; a world
where failed states in the heart of Asia
or Africa can become havens for terror-
ists; a world where even the climate is
changing in ways that will affect the
lives of everyone on the planet.

Against such threats as these, no
nation can make itself secure by seek-
ing supremacy over all others. We all
share responsibility for each other's
security, and only by working to make
each other secure can we hope to
achieve lasting security for ourselves.

Five lessons I learnt

i‘

Secretary-General Kofi Annan addresses the International Human Rights
Day event organized by Human Rights Watch inTime Warner Center Rose

Theater, in New York.

And I would add that this responsi-
bility is not simply a matter of states
being ready to come to each other's aid
when attacked — important though that
is. It also includes our shared responsi-
bility to protect populations from geno-
cide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and
crimes against humanity — a responsi-
bility solemnly accepted by all nations
at last year's UN world summit. That
means that respect for national sover-
eignty can no longer be used as a shield
by governments intent on massacring
their own people, or as an excuse for the
rest of us to do nothing when heinous
crimes are committed.

But, as Truman said, “If we should
pay mere lip service to inspiring ideals,
and later do violence to simple justice,
we would draw down upon us the bitter
wrath of generations yet unborn.” And
when I look at the murder, rape and
starvation to which the people of Darfur
are being subjected, I fear that we have
not got far beyond “lip service”. The
lesson here is that high-sounding doc-
trines like the “responsibility to pro-
tect” will remain pure rhetoric unless
and until those with the power to inter-
vene effectively — by exerting political,
economic or, in the last resort, military
muscle — are prepared to take the lead.

And I believe we have a responsibili-
ty not only to our contemporaries but
also to future generations — a responsi-
bility to preserve resources that belong
to them as well as to us, and without
which none of us can survive. That
means we must do much more, and
urgently, to prevent or slow down cli-
mate change. Every day that we do
nothing, or too little, imposes higher
costs on our children and our children's
children. Of course, it reminds me of an
African proverb — the earth is not ours
but something we hold in trust for
future generations. .I hope my genera-
tion will be worthy of that trust.

My second lesson is that we are not
only all responsible for each other's
security. We are also, in some meas-
ure, responsible for each other's wel-
fare. Global solidarity is both neces-
sary and possible.

It is necessary because without a meas-
ure of solidarity no society can be truly
stable, and no one's prosperity truly
secure. That applies to national soci-
eties — as all the great industrial democ-
racies learned in the 20th century — but
it also applies to the increasingly inte-
grated global market economy that we
live in today. It is not realistic to think

that some people can go on deriving
great benefits from globalization while
billions of their fellow human beings
are left in abject poverty, or even
thrown into it. We have to give our fel-
low citizens, not only within each
nation but in the global community, at
least a chance to share in our prosperity.

That is why, five years ago, the UN
Millennium Summit adopted a set of
goals — the “Millennium Development
Goals” — to be reached by 2015: goals
such as reducing by fifty percent the
proportion of people in the world who
don't have clean water to drink; making
sure all girls and boys receive at least
primary education; slashing infant and
maternal mortality; and stopping the
spread of HIV/AIDS.

Much of that can only be done by
governments and people in the poor
countries themselves. But richer coun-
tries, too, have a vital role to play. Here
too, Harry Truman proved himself a
pioneer, proposing in his 1949 inaugu-
ral address a program of what came to
be known as development assistance.
And our success in mobilizing donor
countries to support the Millennium
Development Goals, through debt relief
and increased foreign aid, convinces me
that global solidarity is not only neces-
sary but possible.

Of course, foreign aid by itself is not
enough. Today, we realize that market
access, fair terms of trade, and a non-
discriminatory financial system are
equally vital to the chances of poor
countries. Even in the next few weeks
and months, you Americans can make a
crucial difference to many millions of
people, if you are prepared to save the
Doha Round of trade negotiations. You
can do that by putting your broader
national interest above that of some
powerful sectional lobbies, while chal-
lenging Europe and the large develop-
ing countries to do the same.

My third lesson is that both security
and development ultimately depend
on respect for human rights and the
rule of law.

Although increasingly interdependent,
our world continues to be divided — not
only by economic differences, but also
by religion and culture. That is not in
itself a problem. Throughout history
human life has been enriched by diver-
sity, and different communities have
learnt from each other. But if our differ-
ent communities are to live together in
peace we must stress also what unites
us: our common humanity, and our

shared belief that human dignity and
rights should be protected by law.

That is vital for development, too.
Both foreign investors and a country's
own citizens are more likely to engage
in productive activity when their basic
rights are protected and they can be
confident of fair treatment under the
law. And policies that genuinely favor
economic development are much more
likely to be adopted if the people most
in need of development can make their
voice heard.

In short, human rights and the rule of
law are vital to global security and pros-
perity. As Truman said, “We must, once
and for all, prove by our acts conclu-
sively that Right Has Might.” That's
why this country has historically been
in the vanguard of the global human
rights movement. But that lead can only
be maintained if America remains true
to its principles, including in the strug-
gle against terrorism. When it appears
to abandon its own ideals and objec-
tives, its friends abroad are naturally
troubled and confused.

And states need to play by the rules
towards each other, as well as towards
their own citizens. That can sometimes
be inconvenient, but ultimately what
matters is not inconvenience. It is doing
the right thing. No state can make its
own actions legitimate in the eyes of
others. When power, especially military
force, is used, the world will consider it
legitimate only when convinced that it
is being used for the right purpose — for
broadly shared aims — in accordance
with broadly accepted norms.

No community anywhere suffers
from too much rule of law; many do
suffer from too little — and the interna-
tional community is among them. This
we must change.

The US has given the world an exam-
ple of a democracy in which everyone,
including the most powerful, is subject
to legal restraint. Its current moment of
world supremacy gives it a priceless
opportunity to entrench the same princi-
ples at the global level. As Harry
Truman said, "We all have to recognize,
no matter how great our strength, that
we must deny ourselves the license to
do always as we please."

My fourth lesson — closely related to
the last one — is that governments
must be accountable for their actions
in the international arena, as well as
in the domestic one.

Today the actions of one state can often
have a decisive effect on the lives of
people in other states. So does it not
owe some account to those other states
and their citizens, as well as to its own?
I believe it does.

As things stand, accountability
between states is highly skewed. Poor
and weak countries are easily held to
account, because they need foreign
assistance. But large and powerful
states, whose actions have the greatest
impact on others, can be constrained
only by their own people, working
through their domestic institutions.

That gives the people and institutions
of such powerful states a special
responsibility to take account of global
views and interests, as well as national
ones. And today they need to take into
account also the views of what, in UN
jargon, we call “non-state actors”. I
mean commercial corporations, chari-
ties and pressure groups, labor unions,
philanthropic foundations, universities

and think tanks — all the myriad forms
in which people come together volun-
tarily to think about, or try to change,
the world.

None of these should be allowed to
substitute itself for the state, or for the
democratic process by which citizens
choose their governments and decide
policy. But they all have the capacity to
influence political processes, on the
international as well as the national
level. States that try to ignore this are
hiding their heads in the sand.

The fact is that states can no longer —
if they ever could — confront global
challenges alone. Increasingly, we need
to enlist the help of these other actors,
both in working out global strategies
and in putting those strategies into
action once agreed. It has been one of
my guiding principles as Secretary-
General to get them to help achieve UN
aims — for instance through the Global
Compact with international business,
which I initiated in 1999, or in the
worldwide fight against polio, which I
hope is now in its final chapter, thanks
to a wonderful partnership between the
UN family, the US Centers for Disease
Control and - crucially — Rotary
International.

So that is four lessons. Let me briefly
remind you of them:

First, we are all responsible for each
other's security.

Second, we can and must give every-
one the chance to benefit from global
prosperity.

Third, both security and prosperity
depend on human rights and the rule of
law.

Fourth, states must be accountable to
each other, and to a broad range of non-
state actors, in their international con-
duct.

But how much more true it is in
our open world today: a world
where deadly weapons can be
obtained not only by rogue
states but by extremist groups; a
world where SARS, or avian
flu, can be carried across
oceans, let alone national
borders, in a matter of hours; a
world where failed states in the
heart of Asia or Africa can
become havens for terrorists; a
world where even the climate is
changing in ways that will
affect the lives of everyone on
the planet.

My fifth and final lesson derives
inescapably from those other four.
We can only do all these things by
working together through a multilat-
eral system, and by making the best
possible use of the unique instrument
bequeathed to us by Harry Truman
and his contemporaries, namely the
United Nations.
In fact, it is only through multilateral
institutions that states can hold each
other to account. And that makes it very
important to organize those institutions
in a fair and democratic way, giving the
poor and the weak some influence over
the actions of the rich and the strong.
That applies particularly to the inter-
national financial institutions, such as
the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. Developing countries

should have a stronger voice in these
bodies, whose decisions can have
almost a life-or-death impact on their
fate. And it also applies to the UN
Security Council, whose membership
still reflects the reality of 1945, not of
today's world.

That's why I have continued to press
for Security Council reform. But reform
involves two separate issues. One is
that new members should be added, on
a permanent or long-term basis, to give
greater representation to parts of the
world which have limited voice today.
The other, perhaps even more impor-
tant, is that all Council members, and
especially the major powers who are
permanent members, must accept the
special responsibility that comes with
their privilege. The Security Council is
not just another stage on which to act
out national interests. It is the manage-
ment committee, if you will, of our
fledgling collective security system.

As President Truman said, “the
responsibility of the great states is to
serve and not dominate the peoples of
the world." He showed what can be
done and what can be achieved when
the US assumes that responsibility. And
still today, none of our global institu-
tions can accomplish much when the
US remains aloof. But when it is fully
engaged, the sky is the limit.

These five lessons can be summed up
as five principles, which I believe are
essential for the future conduct of inter-
national relations: collective responsi-
bility, global solidarity, the rule of law,
mutual accountability, and multilateral-
ism. Let me leave them with you, in
solemn trust, as I hand over to a new
Secretary-General in three weeks' time.

My friends, we have achieved much
since 1945, when the United Nations
was established. But much remains to
be done to put those five principles into
practice.

Standing here, I am reminded of
Winston Churchill's last visit to the
White House, just before Truman left
office in 1953. Churchill recalled their
only previous meeting, at the Potsdam
conference in 1945. “I must confess,
sir,” he said boldly, “I held you in very
low regard then. I loathed your taking
the place of Franklin Roosevelt.” Then
he paused for a moment, and continued:
“I misjudged you badly. Since that time,
you more than any other man, have
saved Western civilization.”

My friends, our challenge today is
not to save Western civilization — or
Eastern, for that matter. All civilization
is at stake, and we can save it only if all
peoples join together in the task.

You Americans did so much, in the
last century, to build an effective multi-
lateral system, with the United Nations
at its heart. Do you need it less today,
and does it need you less, than 60 years
ago

Surely not. More than ever today
Americans, like the rest of humanity,
need a functioning global system
through which the world's peoples can
face global challenges together. And in
order to function more effectively, the
system still cries out for far-sighted
American leadership, in the Truman tra-
dition. I hope and pray that the
American leaders of today, and tomor-
row, will provide it.

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's
address at the Truman Presidential
Museum and Library, Dec. 11th.



10 14 December, 2006 Advertisement

-
s’
JOIN OUR TEAM

Explore all the exciting new possibilities waiting for you

A world leader in Oil and natural gas exploration and production, Occidental is helping to meet the world’s
energy needs through its core operations in the Middle East, Latin America and United States.

Drilling Cost Controller Mechanical Supervisor Required Qualifications: |
Job Number Y022 Job Number Y024 * The Mechanic should have at least a high school

. . education.
Essential Job Duties: . . . . .
* Requires a minimum of 4 years experience in the oil

and gas industry:

t be able to speak, read and write English.

ble to read and comprehend parts books,
and technical literature.

dge of standard craft tools and

Essential Job Duties:

* Tracks and reports actual spend versus AFE a
Field estimates. Identifies reasons for disc

* Track Costs per AFE

* Track Costs per Contract or Se

* Track Costs per Vendor

* Verify Invoice Charges

e Verify Invoice Accu

* Check Invoice B

) driver’s license or
accomplished thro

and active mentoring.
* Ensure maintenance and rep
activities are carried out in acco
company policy
e Keep and update all equipment histori
effectively project equipment utilization &

. efficiency
tion, investigation, and response e Comply with company Safety, Environmental and w and
* Monitoring Contract validity for expiration and Health rules and regulations high-pressure reciprocating compressors; Gas and
expenditure. diesel engines; and centrifugal and piston pumps.
Required Qualifications: * Daily routine inspections and periodic inspections
Required Qualifications: e 15 years experience in maintenance of high as per manufacturers recommendations
* Bachelor’s degree in Engineering or Finance horsepower engines gas compressors and general < “Be able to disassemble andjoverhaul mechanical
e 3 -5 Years Experience oil’ field equipment, with/ 3 years supervisory units and components
* Excellent computer skills. experience * Know troubleshooting /techniques, be able to
* Good personnel relations and communication skills analyze' equipment or component failures and
are necessary suggest or correct problems associated with the
Dl'illillg Admin Assistant » Highly developed leadership / decision making failure.
skills * Knowledge for'checking and correcting alignment.

d * Knowledge of hydraulics and pneumatics

* Ensure that a high standard of housekeeping is
maintained in all designated areas

e Must be able to relate with all other nationalities,
respect laws and lcustoms

* Must participate in all phases of Safety training

* Must be able to follow directions, set by his
immediate supervisor

e To lead the Mechanical Maintenance team

* To suggest refinements to work program

e Comply with company Safety, Envirggihental and
Health rules and regulation eport all
accidents, injuries and haz immediate
supervisor

Essential Job Duties: .
* Provide administrative support to the Drilling Team. Mechanic

General job functions will include the coordination .Job Number Y025

of travel and accommodation for Trotational = Essential Job Duties:

employees
e Scheduling of meetings, ordering supplies, and | * Knowledge and experience on low and high-
other general clerical duties pressure reciprocating compressors; Gas and diesel
engines; and centrifugal and piston pumps.
Daily routine inspections and periodic inspections
as per manufacturers recommendations.
able to disassemble and overhaul mechanical
nd components.
ubleshooting techniques, be able to
up and assis poment or component failures and
required. roblems associated with the

Required Qualificagi
* The Mechaas

at least a high school

Required Qualifications:
* Secondary education/High
* Proficient at PC programs in
Excel, and PowerPoint
* Demonstrated ability to work indepen
complete tasks with minimal supervision
* Demonstrated ability to maintain confidentiality
» Excellent organizational skills * Must be able to follow directions, set by immediate
» Effective English & Arabic communication skills. supervisor
e Comply with company Safety, Environmental and
Health rules and regulations. Report all
accidents, injuries and hazards to immediate
supervisor.

of 10 years experience in the

o speak, read and write English

able to read and comprehend parts books,

rvice manuals and technical literature

* Must have a knowledge of standard craft tools and
safe working practices

e Should have a wvalid driver’s license or
documentation to procure

* Knowledge and experience on low and high-
pressure reciprocating compressors; Gas and diesel
engines; and centrifugal and piston pumps. Daily
routine inspections and periodic inspections as per
manufacturers recommendations.

FOR ALL POSITIONS ABOVE YEMEN NATIONALS NEED ONLY APPLY. CLOSING DATE FOR ALL POSITIONS IS JANUARY 10, 2007.

For fastest consideration, qualified applicants should apply on-line at www.oxy.com and submit a CV using the following path; Working at Oxy, Available Positions,
then choose YE - and select the job humber (see above) OR you may attach your CV as Microsoft Word document and emial it to oxyrecruiter_yemen@oxy.com
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From

By: Karuna Raman

heikh  Yamani, Saudi
Arabia’s former  oil
minister and a founding
architect of OPEC, once
said, “The stone age came
to an end not for a lack of stones, and
the oil age will end, but not for a lack
of 0il.” Humans stopped using stone
because bronze and iron were superior
materials. But will we really stop using
oil when other energy technologies
similarly provide superior benefits?

The threat of depleting the world’s
scarce energy resources has maintained
a powerful hold on popular thinking
ever since the oil shocks of the 1970’s.
Nor is our fear limited to oil. For
example, the classic 1972 bestseller
Limits to Growth predicted that the
world would run out of gold in 1981,
silver and mercury in 1985, and zinc in
1990. We have the benefit of hindsight
today, but even now most discussions
of the issue are predicated on the logic
of Limits to Growth .

Moreover, the issue is not merely
that we have not run out of natural
resources. The American economist
Julian Simon allegedly issued a
challenge in 1980 to a group of
environmentalists, saying that if
scarcity were to be measured in terms
of higher prices, they should invest in
stocks of any raw metal. The
environmentalists put their money on

Oil to Information BRI

chromium, copper, nickel, tin, and
tungsten, and picked a time frame of 10
years. By September 1990, each of the
metals had dropped in price: chromium
by 5%, tin by a whopping 74%. The
doom-mongers lost. More importantly,
they could not have won even if they
had invested in petroleum, foodstuffs,
sugar, coffee, cotton, wool, minerals,
or phosphates: all of these
commodities had become cheaper.

Today, oil is the most important and
valuable internationally  traded
commodity, and its significance to our
civilization is underscored by the
recurrent worry that we are running out
of it. However, statistical estimates of
its depletion hide much more than they
reveal. A typical oilfield yields only
20% of the reservoir, with close to 63%
remaining buried in the earth even
when the most advanced technologies
are used.

Moreover, economists contend that
energy consumption per capita is
declining, owing to more efficient use.
Fuel efficiencies in the automotive
sector have increased by more than
60% in the past three decades, while
overall wealth produced per unit of
energy has doubled during the same
period.

But, whereas metal prices have
fallen, oil prices are reaching record
highs. The reason is simple: metal
usage has been substituted by many
alternatives, but most still require

petroleum products as inputs, and
decades-long efforts to develop
sufficient alternative energy sources
have yielded little success.

So, if oil substitutes are not easily
available, modern societies should
focus on the sources of demand, most
of which is attributable to the transport
sector. Indeed, more than 80% of
modern societies’ consumption of
energy generated by oil, either in the
form of electricity or fuel, is used to
move commuters.

Is all of this oil consumption really
necessary?

With the rising contribution of
services to global GDP, now is the time
to reassess the need for travel to work.
Service-sector workers commute daily,
only to be present in an environment
that has no economic need for them,
for they are facilitating information
exchange far more than exchange of
physical goods. Do we really need to
bring together so many people for so
little gain and at such a high cost?

The cost is not merely in terms of
natural resources, which should be
sustained and passed on to future
generations, not exhausted by our own.
The rise in the amount of time spent
commuting is a drag on both national
productivity and the quality of life in
modern cities. A survey conducted in
the Indian city of Mumbai revealed
that railway commuters’ average daily
journey was 22 kilometers, while rapid

urbanization there and in much of the
developing world is only likely to
increase the length of commutes.

Likewise, passenger air transport is
dominated by business travel. But,
given the high-speed data transmission
capacities of current
telecommunications and information
technology, it is now possible to reduce
business travel significantly. Whereas
the outsourcing phenomenon is
attenuating the need for labor
migration, domestic migration can be
limited further by the use of home
offices, which can eventually reduce
stress on real estate, public transport
networks, roads, and airports. Indeed,
human travel in general should become
increasingly limited to tourism and
pleasure trips.

We now have the technological
infrastructure to bring most job-related
information to workers while allowing
them to collaborate closely. This
requires a lifestyle change — one that
governments should begin
encouraging employers and workers to
embrace.

If they do, the age of oil will not end.
But the age of worrying about it just
might.

Karuna Raman is joint deputy director
general of BSNL, a Government of
India enterprise in
telecommunications. Copyright:
Project Syndicate, 2006.

Shariah Banking: For richer or poorer

here are over 250 Islamic
Banks registered in the
world and over 100 of
them are registered in just
three countries: Malaysia,
Bahrain and the United Kingdom.
Malaysia is therefore the nearest source
of advanced know how on Islamic to
Indonesia, where the Shariah Banking
sector is still in its relative infancy.
Malaysia has registrations for 14 Islamic
Banks and Funds; 14 Conventional
Banks which have Islamic windows
where customers can access Islamic
banking services; 7 Islamic Discount
Houses and 5 Islamic Merchant Banks.
A second similar workshop in
Surabaya was organized by the same
network along with the UK.s
BritCham, Co-operation for
Development the University of Surabaya
and a cluster of Shariah Banking
institutions including Pusat Komunikasi
Ekonomi Syariah, Dompet Dhuafa
Republika, = Masyarakat ~ Ekonomi
Syariah, and Bank Tabungan Negara and
Asosiasi Bank Syariah Indonesia Jawa
Timur.
The Surabaya workshop looked at the
history of Shariah Banking in Indonesia,

its current expansion
and potential roles in

supporting  housing,
infrastructure, new
energy and

environmental markets,
water supply, SMEs and
microfinance. Also at
the international
organization of Islamic
Banking at global and
ASEAN level and the
context in which Indonesian Small &
Medium Enterprises can work with
Islamic Finance.

Indonesian Shariah banking started
from small beginnings in the early
1990s. Organizations like the Shariah
Economic Association, the Centre for
Shariah Economy Communication and
the Islamic  Economic  Experts
Association are now pushing the
development of shariah banking in
Indonesia. The workshop sought to
identify common issues and synergies
between these Islamic Banking networks
and the new Global B2B SME network
covering 11 cities in provincial
Indonesia, and how to promote EU-
Indonesia SME links in support of two-

By: Dr. Terry Lacey
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funds.

REQUIREMENTS:

TO APPLY:

Yemen’s Premier Language Institute Since 1975

JOB VACACANY # 2021

LANGUAGE INSTITUTE

POSITION: Full-time Cashier
LOCATION: YALI
STARTING DATE: Immediate
SALARY:

Depends upon qualifications
December 21, 2006

MAJOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
* Collects student and sponsor payments, reconciles receipts and expenditures,
prepares invoices and purchase orders, prepares bank deposits and safeguards

* Assists with monthly Time and Attendance, staff leave, compensatory time
and other personnel-related records.

* Supervises and works closely with the Assistant Cashier; trains and evaluates
the Assistant Cashier’s performance.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in accounting is required.

Prior Work Experience: Two years performing responsible work in account-
ing or bookkeeping; and minimum 1 year in managing cash.

English: Strong English ability, preferred 550 or higher on the ITP TOEFL.
Skills and Abilities: Knowledge of all basic accounting procedures; and strong

math skills required to collect and reconcile large amounts of cash accurately.

Submit resume and 2 references to YALI reception by December 21, 2006 or
email yemen@amideast.org Attention: "job vacancy #2021."

way trade and inward
investment.

The Surabaya workshop
therefore focused on some
practical economic  and
banking issues concerning
the direction and emphasis of
Shariah Banking and possible
synergies with the needs of
Indonesian SMEs and their
European SME partners. In
particular:

1. Is shariah banking devoted more to
high end banking clients as in richer
countries or can it help smaller
SMEs and microfinance
entrepreneurs to grow ?

2. Is shariah banking flexible enough
to support trade as well as
investment ?

3. Is Islamic Banking open to co-
operation with Western funds
including private, ethical and
environmental funds and
multilateral and bilateral aid ?

The organizations behind the
Surabaya workshop advocate expansion
of Shariah Financing in Indonesia in
support of local SMEs and microfinance
including networks like the second tier
lending mechanism Bitulmal Watamil,
the Bank Perkreditan Rakyat national
branch network, and the Shariah
Division of the State Owned Enterprise
Perum Sarana Shariah, which issues
Guarantees to SMEs borrowing from
Shariah Banks.

International literature also confirms
shariah banking is flexible enough to
support trade as well as investment.
Shariah Banking has greatly expanded
since the 1970s. Its US $300 billion
capital portfolio includes fixed and
variable rate instruments, lending,
leasing and profit and loss sharing
instruments covering a range of
traditional and non traditional hybrid
instruments and new products, including
securitization and bonds.

Concerning co-operation between
Islamic Finance and Western finance
Minister of Defence Juwono Sudarsono
recently advocated (Jakarta Post June
20) forums on inter-faith employment
funded jointly by Islamic and Western
agencies. He saw this as part strategy of
non military defence, so as to tackle
economic and social problems,
especially unemployment, so that young
people would be less exposed to
extremism.

Articles and web sites confirm that
Islamic Banking and Finance at global
level is already interdependent with
Western private sector banking and
equity funds. Almost one third of the
worlds Islamic Banks are registered in
Western Counties; half are registered in

six key low population upper income
countries (were 10 percent represent
western banks). However only 11
percent of Islamic Banks are registered
in six high population low-income
countries where most of the worlds
Muslims live. While global Islamic
banking and Western partnerships are
not in doubt it remains paradoxical that
shariah banking seems more established
institutionally in richer and Western
countries, and weaker in the countries
where perhaps it is needed most. Hence
the need to work together to make
progress in the implementation of
Shariah Banking in Indonesia.

The workshops covered the history of
shariah banking in Indonesia, the
prospects for expansion of the market
and capital base, the possibilities for
financing of social infrastructure. The
organizers also distributed recent articles
about the international progress of
Islamic Finance from academics and
practitioners. This showed lively
discussions within the Islamic Banking
movement on the terms and conditions
of lending with some observers arguing
for improved conditionality and more
focus on variable rate profit and loss
sharing rather than on fixed rate Islamic
Finance instruments.

The Global B2B SME Network seeks
to promote EU-Indonesia two way SME
trade and investment both to build
Indonesian SMEs and to finance small
and medium social  provincial
infrastructure. Medium term B2B will
help mobilize small and medium scale
infrastructure investment under 10
million Euros in support of water supply
with or in support of Small Power
developers under 10 Mwe, especially for
New & Renewable Energy, using Export
Credits, Carbon Credits and Shariah
Finance.

There will be scope for Shariah
Finance for innovative low cost direct
marketing to help increase export
income for Indonesian SMEs which will
need working capital to buy materials
and to raise trade volume and quality,
collateralized by new sales contracts.
B2B will promote a wider range of
collateral substitutes alongside sharia
finance plus support from EU banks and
export credits. International precedents
will tell us all the ground-rules we need
to know on sharia compliance on trade
financing and joint ventures for all of the
above activities. Not bad for a financial
system rooted in 7th Century Islamic
Jurisprudence and adapted to meet
modern needs.

Dr. Terry Lacey is a British Muslim with
a background in economic and social
development in Asia, Africa, the
Caribbean Basin, and the Middle East.
terry.lacey@blueyonder.co.uk

Pakistan to aid

in Yemen’s Development

T he Prime Minister of

Pakistan, Shaukat Aziz, has

indicated that Pakistan will
assist Yemen in all reforms and
development by offering
investment, increasing trade and
helping it reform all sections of
economy such as the banking sector.
He indicated that while meeting
with the prime minister and other
ministers during his recent visit to
Yemen.

Eight Oil Blocks
Awarded to five Foreign
Exploration Firms

ive international oil
exploration companies,
including two Asian

companies, have won concession
rights to explore eight on-shore
blocks in various parts of the
country in the third round of
international oil licensing. Austria’s
OMV won block 29 in Al-Mahara;
Norway’s DNO won block 84 in
Hadhramout; and UK’s Burren
Energy won block 17 near Aden
governorate. While Indonesia’s PT
Medco Energi International won
Blocks 82 and 83 in Hadhramout
and India’s GSPC won block 19 in
AL-Jawf as well as blocks 28 and 57
in Shabwa governorate.

Ministry of Finance
to computerize government
accounting

reparations to adopt
P computerized accounting for

the financial year starting in
January 2007 are at their peak. The
computerized accounting system
will be implemented in all
government agencies and affiliated
government bodies and will ensure
timely monitoring of financial
transactions by  government
agencies. Sources at the Ministry of
Finance have indicated that a strict
mass-training program was

launched last year to ensure that
employees have the capacity to use
the new system and ensure the
success of the project.

Nexen predicts a drop
in Oil production

anadian Nexen is expecting
a drop in oil prodction of
30,000 barrels a day in

2007, as the currently producing
well are expected to dry up while
previous  forecasts of  other
explorations seemed to be over-
optimistic. On the other hand,
Minister of Oil Khalid Bahah has
indicated that several exploratory
operations are on the way, such as
the recent discovery by Australia’s
Oil Search Ltd in the north of block
49 and Safer’s discovery in block
18, maintaining that Yemen’s oil
production would not experience a
sharp decline.

President Saleh visits Arabian
Steel Company in Aden
resident Ali Abdullah Saleh
P visited the Arabian Iron and
Steel Company located in the
Aden Free Zone, which is an
investment valued at US $35 million
and will start operation in January,
with an estimated produce of 200
tons of steel in order to meet the
increasing demand for steel
products, especially in the
constructions industry.

Yemenia to introduce
E-ticketing

emenia Yemen Airways
have announced that it
plans to introduce the E-

ticketing by Janurary 2008 as a part
of its “turnaround strategy,” in order
to reestablish its ties with
international carriers using this
system. It has also that it is studying
three offers from several airline
manufactures to buy 3-6 airlines to
be used for Yemenia’s domestic
airline, which would be launched
towards the end of 2007.

OPINION

Disinvestment
versus investment
in Yemen

By: Raidan Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
alsaqqaf@ gmail .com

n spite of record-breaking
investments in the region
exceeding US $34 billion so
far in 2006, foreign direct
investment in Yemen
amounted for US $266, which
means a considerable portion of
investors who came to Yemen in

previous  years decided to
disinvestment due to “political
uncertainties.”

These uncertainties are the reason
behind Yemen'’s failure to attract any
of the investments coming to the
region, and even failure in
maintaining its own stocks of
foreign investments, dropping from
US $1,249 million in 2004 to US
$983 million in 2005, with a drop
rate exceeding 22 percent in national
investments stock.

These findings come contrary to
political speeches and the “pink
news” laid down by government
officials on the status of investment
and the excellent work in promoting
investments in Yemen, apart from
the hundreds of new licenses being
issues to new businesses announced
through official media to the public.

However, to compensate for the
decrease in foreign investments and
sustain an acceptable level of
economic growth, the government of
Yemen has embarked on a public
investment program, with a total
cost estimated at US $16.8 billion
during the period 2007 to 2010.

Although the US $16.8 billion
includes a financing gap of US $6.8
billion, the forecasted impact of this
program would boost growth in non-
oil sectors to an annual 10 percent
on average. However, with the
government  administering  the
programs focused on infrastructure
development, energy, and other
sectors, it is expected the high level
of government inefficacy may not
lure many more investment in
Yemen.

Conducting business in Yemen
continues to be difficult compared to
other countries in the region
according to the World Bank’s
annual “Doing Business”
assessment. The reason isn’t because
the Yemeni government isn’t
reforming the business environment
in order to facilitate the venturing of
new investments in the country, but
it is that the government is unable to
match the speed of these reforms
compared to other countries which
attract far more investments and deal
with geopolitical uncertainties.

There is no magical potion that
will suddenly lure regional investors
and funds to invest in Yemen, it is a
gradual process of building investor
confidence through serious reforms

in the business environment,
including policy, systems,
monitoring and facilitation

mechanisms, and adopting a true
sense of an open and transparent
economy in order to attract some of
the investments coming into the
region.
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Translation and culture

By: Abdal Jaleel Mohammed
Hasan Abdullah

ulture is defined as the

way of life and its

manifestations that are

peculiar to a

community using a
particular language as its means of
expression. More specifically, I
distinguish between universal and
cultural language. Words like
breakfast are universal, whereas “five
cats” and “born with a silver spoon in
his mouth” are cultural.

A translator has no problem
translating universal words, but there
will be problems translating cultural
words unless there’s a cultural overlap
between the source and the target

language. Universal words like
breakfast and embrace often cover the
universal function, but not the cultural
description of the referent. Because
there’s a gap between any two
cultures, a translator is in trouble.
Thus, every people group has their
culture and their own language to
express it.

Here, the big problem is the cultural
gap. It’s the same problem my friends
and I encountered in college when
trying to translate some text from
English into Arabic and vice versa.

Therefore, the translator must be
both bilingual and bicultural. He must
demonstrate a good understanding of
the source language’s culture. He
should have an equal knowledge of at
least two languages and cultures.

Knowing the source language’s
culture is essential because what may
sound acceptable in one culture may
be unacceptable in another. Thus, a
translator requires a great knowledge
of all factors contributing to a
culture’s formation, such as religions,
customs, values and many other
things which, when put together, form
what we call culture.

In my opinion, knowing all the
factors is based on indulging inside
the source language’s society in order
to compare between its culture and the
target language society and culture.
This is the best way to the bridge the
gap between these two cultures. In
this way, we can adhere to the
following saying: practice makes
perfect.

What for ;: Much Ado?

By: Maged Thabet Al-kholidy
majed_thabet@ hotmail .com

‘ ‘ eil-issue"
has become

a public

matter  of

local as

well as international different attitudes
and opinions, either of social or
religious sects, or of nations or groups
of different social, and religious
backgrounds.

The difference of attitudes among
nations or groups of different social or
religious backgrounds is expected.
But it seems unacceptable among
sects of the same religion and culture.
This matter creates much ado
especially nowadays though more
significant issues are completely
neglected- "no ado about many great
things".

Locally, from time to time, the
"veil-issue", dominates the people's
religious and social interest as an
impulse of conflict, social or religious,

and, sometimes, it reaches the
political affairs. Similarly, in the other
countries like Afghanistan, Saudi
Arabia, and recently in Egypt, it
brings about severe, unended conflicts
among groups of people, leaving wide
gabs in the society as a whole.

On the international level,
diplomatic or public relations are
sometimes shaken due to the different
attitudes towards "Veil", as it
happened with "Turkey", and
"French" with some of the Islamic
countries.

The matter occasionally gains the
people's interest. All capabilities,
hence, are devoted for this issue.
Preachers, clerics, journalists social
activists, and interested people move
earth upside down either against or for
a certain attitude towards the issue. It
really becomes a war-like that never
calms down unless a similar issue
springs out among the public. Sincere
efforts are really offered by the
interested people especially those who
religiously deal with it as if it were

one of the six pillars of Islam.
Actually such people are thankfully
appreciated for their efforts. A
question, however, may arise that "do
such people similarly deal with all the
other religious or social issues?"

Of course, the "veil-issue" is not the
only issue, and neither is it the most
important one. Many more significant
issues are neglected -"without any
ado".

One may ask: why they do not take
issues that negatively impact social,
religious life like corruption, fighting,
or well-education. Many relevant
problems and obstacles might have
been solved. With making "much ado
about such things", people may push
the nation towards progress and
prosperity, and this can be only
through the mind's eye.

Majed Thabet Alkholidy, is a 26
years old writer from Taiz. He is
currently doing his M.A. at the
English department of Taiz University
and was editor of the official English
journal of the University.

By: Fuad Noman
Jn_0012000@yahoo.com

God created this unique formation
Incredible Legendary Perfection
Beyond this non-ultimate universe
Physical brightness
With magnificent awareness
Out of harm’s way
Always nontoxic and safe

On earth
The aggressive deadly nightshade!
Enormous destructive disarray
Souls in deep darkness
Venomous spiders
Poisonous vipers

Oh my Goodness!
Out of the blue
Red Spots
On my mattress

I'm longing for your tender touch
To your devotion castle, I wish I could
fly
And to my old dreams I would catch

How pretty vibes I hold inside
But the life's incisor leading me to be
paralyzed

Mum
Please do not leave me alone
I am in need of your hugs too much
Mum, I am longing to deeply sleep
In the meadow of your heart,
I see my motherland's soul rend in
apart
But when I touch your pulse
My root parts become really collected
and unified
By your heart's strength I always feel
proud

My mum,
Do not leave me alone,

ESLESS!

My Lord behold
A voracious Gory
Trying to challenge your glory
Spoiled the innocent space
Slapped the moon's face

In no place
We are still alive
Beside hope’s mirage
Winning oblivion with nothingness
Time still hanging around
Exactly aimless
Our globe swivels round
And always feeling restless
Pain is countless

As the stars take to the air without
wings
The light elongates to a masked
face
Beauty dies in time

I wish I could transfer my warm love
By the sunbeams to be forever your
own

Mum
Let my age return in safe and sound
Flowering in your passion farm
To forget all past life's sorrows and
harm

In your rosy lips,
How nice dewdrops are fully-grown!
When you softly touch my cheeks,
The sea's sighs become calm

Would I might reach where thou dost
sleep

To clasp your peaceful soul with my
woeful dreams

To calm down my shrieks or to hide

my screams
My soul's boat still floats with the

waves of moan

With our happy flowers the thorn is

I am in need of My Mum

As my city buried lightless
Justice possesses loss of balance
It might stand up on two legs

Shameless
Freedom is wearing no dress
Naked on streets
Walking mindless
Poor are starveling
Our permanent address
Bitterness is timeless
Yes, hopeless
Yes, useless
Yes, jobless
Yes, homeless
Yes, our value is always less
Never be God's bliss!

Of course

A negative powerful reflex
It is Satan’s curse
Mixing endless conflicts

always grown

As if on my sad land's bed-sheet I was

born
As you see tears have not yet dried

out

No love like a mother's heart when it
fills

Our happiness from the earliest
birthday

Mum, listen how much my soul
screams
In the canyon of your heart,
I can only find my old dreams
I still remember your kind hand
That always sets the storm's arm aside
Your wise tongue makes my space
wide
The temple of the radiant love you've
built
It's still towering highly up
So your soft touch is my bread and
greed
Only your love that I need

Universal Crossword

Edited by Timothy E. Parker

ACROSS

1 Create

5 Insect in its cocoon

9 Sickly pale
Stork relative
Tough task
Stratified rock
You can't eat with just one
Grocery containers
Plan B for a motorboater
Baseball legend Rose
Pendant
Delphi prophet
Cold weather garb
Located nearest to the rear
Small business co-owner, often
Not spoken
Part of SSE
The Eternal City
Ship underside
Dr. of literature
Nuncupative
Extremely dry
Out of work, e.g.

42 Declares as true

43 Forty winks

44 High standing achieved
through success
Prepared cotton for shipment
Wrist bone

Pleasant smells

Prez backup

“Sands of ___ Jima”
Vaulted over

Holiday dessert choice
“Okie From Muskogee”
Haggard

“M*A*S*H” star
Yellowish brown

Threw in

Speak roughly

Gets hitched to

46
48
52
54
56
57
58
60

61
62
63
64
65

DOWN
1 Prefix with phone or transmitter
2 Really dislike
3 Plains Native American
4 Uncommon sense

“SLICE AND DICE” by Emma Daly

12

5 Unlawfully distilled whiskey
6 Type of pricing

7 Purplish-brown color
8 “Funny you should ___”
9 Place into groups
Crude dwelling

Looped bridle

Actress Sommer
Treetop retreat

18 Divide evenly

22 Doesn't fall apart

24 Pediatrician’s patient
25 Hot milk curdled with ale
27 Conveyed real estate
28 Heavy hammers

30 Actor Sharif

31 Torme and Blanc

32 Comparing conjunction
33 Halo effect

34 Portable writing surface
36 Generic canine name
38 Family founders

42 Visibly shocked

44 Having a metal coating
45 Arctic sight

47 More than enough

49 Part of a whole

50 Emmy or Oscar, e.g.

51 Water lily

52 Diva Gluck

53 Marsh plant

54 Capital of Vanuatu

55 Wraps up

58 Make imperfect

59 Sound from a kitty

10
11
12
13

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
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Lawmaker aims to
allow the blind to hunt

AUSTIN, Texas (Reuters) — A Texas
lawmaker is aiming to allow the blind
to hunt. Texas State Representative
Edmund Kuempel has introduced a
measure that would allow blind people
to hunt any game that sighted people
can currently pursue.

He hopes it will be passed after the
legislature reconvenes in January
though he does not expect it to come
into affect until 2008.

"This opens up the fun of hunting to
additional people, and I think that's
great," Kuempel told Reuters.

The bill may find little resistance in
Texas, where politicians of all stripes
endorse hunting, which is wildly popu-
lar in the state.

Under the bill, blind hunters would
be required to have a sighted hunter
with them and would be allowed to use
laser sights and other devices that are

currently not allowed.

"A blind person can shoot a rifle by
mounting an offset pistol scope on the
side of the rifle instead of on top," said
Terry Erwin, the Austin-based Hunter
Education Coordinator with the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department.

"This allows their companion behind
them to peer over their shoulder and
help them sight it, but the blind person
can pull the trigger," he told Reuters.

Iran to launch women-only
taxi company for Tehran

TEHRAN (Reuters) — Iran will
launch a women-only taxi company in
Tehran aimed at women who feel
uncomfortable riding in close
proximity with members of the
opposite sex, a newspaper reported
Saturday.

"The Ladies' Safe Trips" taxi
company, due to open for business in
the next few weeks, will be the first
such private sector firm in the capital.

Similar taxi lines have been operating
in some provincial cities for several
years.

The company will only employ
female drivers who will wear uniforms
and must be married, the Tehran-e
Emrouz newspaper said.

Mansoureh Sarkheil, a driver for the
company, told the newspaper: "My
main motivation for driving in this
company is to create ... security for

other women who always have to sit
stressfully in taxis."

Due to Islamic rules, men and
women travel in separate sections in
public transportation systems like
buses. But in the shared taxis that
abound in most cities, women and men
are often forced to squash together in
cramped conditions, something that
many Iranian women find stressful and
awkward.

Two-timing

MUMBAI (Reuters) — The police
force in India's largest city, Mumbai, has
so many two-timing officers that they
have been asked to nominate which
family should inherit their pension if
they die in the line of duty, a report said
Sunday.

"It has been observed that settlement
of dues gets delayed due to policemen
having multiple families," the Indian
Express quoted a police department
circular as saying.

cops cause admin havoc

The police pension division estimates
there are at least 144 policemen with
two families in the city, including
lower-ranking constables and senior
inspectors, out of a force of nearly
40,000.

The legal family is usually in the
village they come from, while the illegal
one is in Mumbai.

"Staying away from their families for
long stretches of time often leads
policemen into extramarital

relationships," the paper quoted a senior
police official as saying.

In most cases, it is only after the death
of a policeman that the wife discovers
his other family, who often stake a claim
to his assets, the paper said.

"In the case of such disputes, we go
by the court order," the paper quoted a
senior police official as saying.

"If the claimants wish to settle out of
court, there's no problem. Sometimes,
the first wife is kind to the other."
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