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UNESCO awards gold
medal to President Saleh

By: Yasser Al-Mayasi

SANA’A, Dec. 24 — UNESCO gave
President Ali Abdullah Saleh the Gold
Medal of Qertaj City on Saturday in
recognition of the efforts he expended in
supporting the organization’s activities,
maintaining the human heritage and
improving the country’s infrastructure.

Saleh was honored in Aden by the
UNESCO Director General Kushiro
Matsura and his delegation that is current-
ly touring Yemen. Matsura confirmed that
the Yemeni government pays closer atten-
tion to the ancient sites and protected
areas, and maintains the country’s archi-
tectural heritage.

He pointed out that his organization is
discussing the announcement of the
Yemeni Island of Socotra as a protected
area to include it on the list of world her-
itage sites.

The UNESCO top official praised the
cooperation programs carried out so far
by the international organization in
Yemen in the areas of education and illit-
eracy eradication. Also, he praised the
efforts Yemenis exert in the area of popu-
lar songs and dance, as well as the gov-
ernment efforts in fighting corruption.

SABA

attention to the ancient sites.

The UNESCO Director General visited
Al-Hajrain City in Hadramout Valley
with the aim of announcing this city as a
protected area. The Yemeni government
declared last week that Al-Hajrain City is
a cultural and historic protected area at
the national level.

Matsura agreed with the Yemeni gov-
ernment to send a UNESCO technical
team to evaluate and view the city and its
distinctive human heritage in order to set
the necessary requirements for announc-
ing the city as a world human protected

Matsura (second from right) confirmed that the Yemeni government pays closer

area.

The UNESCO Director General
received a copy of a study conducted by
Hadramout University on the main com-
ponents necessary for announcing Al-
Hajrain City as a world human and his-
toric protected area. The study contained
many photographic shots of the city.

The UNESCO official paid a visit to
Sana’a University and many research
centers to discuss the organization’s pro-
grams, which are under implementation
in these centers.

Taiz lawyers support
Al-Jomhuryah journalists

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

TAIZ, Dec. 24 — The Taiz Yemeni
Lawyers Syndicate announced on Dec.
24, its stance with journalists working in
Taiz-based Al-Jomhuryah daily newspa-
per who are asking for raising the wages
as is the case with counterparts in Al-
Thawrah newspaper.

In a released statement, the syndicate
declared its support for Al-Jomhuryah
newspaper affiliates in their legitimate
demands for improving their living stan-
dards.

“The Taiz Lawyers Syndicate follows
with concern protest developments of Al-
Jomhuryah newspaper journalists and
editors that started 15 days ago with lift-
ing red flags,” noted the syndicate’s state-
ment.

The statement denounced confiscating
pressmen’s minds by freezing them and
emptying them from the main concern of
the press.

It also expressed sorrow over the sup-
pression among journalists themselves in
the Al-Jamahoriah Establishment itself,
an institution that graduated a number of
leading journalists like Abdulhabib
Salim, Abdulaziz Al-Saqqgaf, Abdullah
Sa’ad, Mohammed Al-Mujahid and sev-
eral others who were an exemplary in

their professionalism not only at the
national level but at the international one
too.

Further, the statement went on to say
that they are with Yemeni journalists in
their attempts to develop their job and
improve their living conditions. It also
demanded that pressmen receive their
rights in full, in a way that saves their firm
pride.

The syndicate called on all parties in
Al-Jomhuryah Establishment to sit
together and come out with solutions
pleasing all and to exert efforts to prevent
discrimination and parting among them.

In a letter forwarded to Parliament and
Shoura councils, journalists syndicate and
civil society organizations, Al-Jomhuryah
journalists asked for their stance with
them against the suppressions of Samir
Al-Yousofi, Al-Jomhuryah’s editor-in-
chief. It also asked journalists syndicate
to help them sue him as he insulted his
colleagues over the newspaper’s papers.

Continued on page 2

Media says spy arrested,
security denies

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Dec. 23 — A security source
denied media allegations that some for-
eign investigation-linked secret agents,
including those for Israel, were arrested,
according to the Army’s September.net
web site.

Noting that the information is baseless,
the source requested mass media verify
such news via specialized and reliable
parties before publishing it.

The Yemeni Sons League web site,
Raynews.net, reported Friday that securi-
ty apparatuses in Sana’a arrested numer-
ous individuals of various Arab nationali-
ties on suspected links to foreign investi-
gations, including Israel and some Islamic
nations.

Several official sources were contacted
in an effort to verify the web site report;
however, they declined to comment,
assuring that numerous suspects are being
investigated for acts believed to be
against Yemeni interests.

The league’s report coincides with
President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s warning
last Wednesday about some political
powers trying to ignite sedition in Yemen.

Entering the country under the pretext
of starting a business, operating tourist
tours or even working as mosque preach-
ers, most such individuals were arrested
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one by one, possessing detailed maps of
security-sensitive sites and investigation
equipment.

The same source added that initial
investigations revealed that some sus-
pects were involved in spying while some
are agents for many countries at the same
time.

The number of suspects wasn’t speci-

CHOCOLATE,

fied; however, the source said approxi-
mately 40 detainees are being subjected
to intense investigations before being
referred to judiciary.

Established in 2002 under U.S. instruc-
tion, the National Security Apparatus is
headed by Ali Al-Ansi, President Saleh’s
office manager and Amar Mohammed
Abdullah Saleh, the president’s nephew.

Hilerry Chridtmad.

www.patchi.com
Sanala Trade Center, 2nd floor Tel: 01-448536, Fax: 01-448537, Email: patchi@y.net.ye

Sana's, Tel. (01)272713, 272874, Fax. (01)272924, G.M. (01276745,
Hodeidah: (03)21991/44, Fa.(03)219945

Sit-in activists demand
investigating Al-Shuaibi abuses

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Dec. 23 — Numerous political
and human rights activists staged a two-
day sit-in late last week in front of the
Capital Secretariat’s Prosecution, protest-
ing abuses against a Yemeni woman
while she was detained at a capital securi-
ty detainment.
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Leading the protests, the Civil Society
Coalition declared in a statement that
Anisah Al-Shuaibi and her two sons were
subject to torture and suppression, includ-
ing physical and psychological abuse and
rape.

The coalition demanded Capital
Investigations Office Chairman, Brig.
Rizk Al-Jawfi, be investigated regarding

(<Dl AL

the case, noting his refusal more than
once to stand before prosecution.

It called upon all activists and human
rights organizations both inside and out-
side Yemen, together with the press, to
stand up against such abuses occurring in
Yemeni prisons, particularly in women’s
prisons.

Continued on page 2
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Around

the nation

In brief

Aden
YEC exports Yemeni salt
to Seychelles

Dec. 23 — Yemen Economic
Corporation exported 1,500 tons of
salt to the Seychelles Islands in the
Indian Ocean on  Saturday.
Abdurrahman Hasan, YEC Salt
Department manager, noted that the
shipment cost $45,000.

Commercial and industrial
cooperation

Dec. 24 — Omer Bamashmous,
chairman of the Aden Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, held talks
Saturday with deputy Pakistani
ambassador to Sana’a, Dhafar
Nassim Kiani. They discussed
investment opportunities in both
nations, as well as facilities being
offered to attract investment in Aden
Free Zone in commercial and indus-
trial fields and the means to enhance
them. The two men also dealt with
the possibility of benefiting from
Pakistani experience in establishing
small industries, in addition to sever-
al joint economic projects between
the two countries.

AIDS course concludes in Aden
Dec. 23 — A training workshop on
the dangers of HIV and AIDS organ-
ized by the High Population Council
concluded Thursday. Social workers
and health supervisors from 35 Aden
and Ibb schools took part in the two-
day workshop, wherein participants
received information about AIDS
risks, methods of transmission, how
to deliver information about AIDS,
communication skills and steps to be
taken to change behavior. They also
had a lecture on the effects of AIDS
on family and society and how to
prepare special activities to fight
AIDS.

Amran
Amran assistant governor meets
World Bank delegation

Dec. 24 — Baker Ali Baker, assistant
governor of Amran for the environ-
mental sector, met with a World
Bank delegation, headed by bank
consul Christopher Ward, on
Thursday.

In the meeting, they discussed devel-
oping and supporting the gover-
norate’s water and environmental
sectors. They also discussed obsta-
cles the governorate faces in these
sectors and the means to solve such
obstacles, with the delegation stress-
ing its willingness to provide
research and studies Amran basin
needs in order to decrease water
drain.

Hadramout
Yemen, Arab Fund agree to fund
agricultural project

Dec.23 — Yemen and the Arab Fund
for  Economic and Social
Development signed an agreement
Tuesday to finance a $41 million
agricultural and fisheries project in
Hadramout governorate. The agree-
ment was signed by Minister of
Planning and International
Cooperation Abdul Kareem Al-
Arhabi and the Arab Fund’s legal
advisor, Fateh Al-Shadeli. The sum
will be used to build eight dams and
fund agricultural and fishery activi-
ties in Hadramout. The project aims
to improve the living standards of the
governorate’s residents, particularly
farmers and fishermen.

Sam a
Government increases
student allowances

Dec. 24 — Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research
Saleh Ali Basurra on Wednesday
announced a $100 increase in
allowances for Yemeni students
studying abroad, beginning in
January. He pointed out that 7,000
Yemenis are studying in 43 Arab and
foreign nations.

Deputy premier minister inaugu-

rates capital traffic plan
Dec. 23 — Deputy Premier Interior
Minister Rashad Al-Alimi launched
a forum on a comprehensive plan for
Sana’a city traffic on Saturday.
Encompassing until 2024, the plan
was developed by an international
professional company, in coopera-
tion with the capital mayorship, the
planning and interior ministries, rep-
resented by the General Department
for Traffic, and Sana’a city Traffic.
After discussing the plan’s outputs,
the various agencies should interact
to put forth programs to implement
its conclusions and recommenda-
tions.

$250 million allocated to rehabilitate Aden Free Zone

ADEN, Dec. 23 — Several measures
have been taken to restructure Aden
Free Zone, including numerous free
systems for organization and job
description purposes employed at
similar zones worldwide, noted
Mohammed Hamoud Al-Wadhn,
deputy chairman of the Free Zone
General Authority and chairman of
Aden Free Zone.

He added that such restructuring
aims to focus free zone activity on fast
services to investors, as well as

provide the type of information and
data to serve various phases of
investment projects.

Al-Wadhn pointed out that $250
million of the funds Yemen received at
the London donor’s conference will be
allocated to support Aden Free Zone
to establish development projects,
topped by goods and an air cargo
village.

Aden governorate is making
necessary arrangements to implement
a sea bridge connecting Al-Mu’alla

Harbor with the Containers Harbor.
The sea bridge is part of 12 projects
due to be implemented in two phases:
the first costing $12 million and the
second $15 million.

Mohamed Zamam, general manager
of the Port City Development Project,
noted that special studies have been
conducted regarding implementing the
sea bridge project. He indicated that
the project aims to help the city of
Aden avoid the heavy traffic of
containers, which exceed 2,500 daily.

Parliamentary report accuses
Cabinet of financial violations

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Dec. 24 — Parliament
released a report last Wednesday
accusing the government of hiding
customs revenues the Ministry of
Endowment and Guidance received
from Hajj pilgrims as part of the
2007 budget.

It accused the government of selling
the endowment’s estate and refusing
to establish a general health security
authority for employees. However, it
vowed to implement the health
security project before May 2005.
The report confirmed the Ministry of
Endowment and Guidance is
investing the capitals of independent
units, which included many
authorities and funds, in the treasury
bills. The Parliamentary committee,
who studied the 2007 general budget,
realized that sums of money were
registered as part of the endowment
ministry’s budget to construct
mosques, however the ministry only
contributes partly to the construction
of mosques.

The committee remarked that sale
estimates of the agricultural crops
coming from endowment-owned
land declined by 51 percent,
compared to that in the year 2006. It
said the ministry continued
registering sums as part of the land
sales, contradicting the previous
recommendations  reached by
parliament with regard to

maintaining endowment property
and money.

The  parliamentary  committee
mentioned that the budget of the
General Authority for Job Security
and Pensions included extra
estimates in different interest
expenses. These estimates rose by 47
percent compared to that of 2006.
There were no allocations for such
expenses during the years 2003,
2004 and 2005, according to the
committee. It suggested that the
government should not make
allocations for expenses of this kind.
The report, in light of which
Parliament approved the state’s 2007
general budget in last Thursday’s
session, pointed out the budget
included YR 10 billion for
workshops and meeting expenses,
with an estimated increase of 66
percent from the previous year.

The  parliamentary  committee
insisted on the government to
establish a health security authority
for state employees, and to fulfil
promises it made two years ago.
Analyzing the budget allocated for
the General Authority for Drugs and
Medical Equipment, the committee
discovered that much was allocated
to this authority, which, according to
the report, doesn’t offer any medical
and treatment services to citizens
under the law. It said the authority’s
monitoring role of the quality and
safety of drugs is poor.

The report criticized the government
for not fulfilling the promises it made
before Parliament when approving
the state’s general budget of the
fiscal years 2004, 2005 and 2006. It
said the government promised not to
invest in the treasury bills because
this policy contradicts the goals of
funds and unites affiliated with the
cabinet’s ministries.

According to the parliamentary
committee, the General Authority for
Job Security and Pensions, the
General Corporation for Social
Security and the Interior Ministry’s
Pension Fund invest their capitals in
the treasury bills.

The report, concerned with analyzing
the project of the independent units’
budgets, which were added to the
2007 budget, indicated that the
independent units’ revenues for the
year 2007 totalled YR 174.7 million,
with an estimated increase of 56
percent from 2006.

These revenues go to the Ministry of
Endowment and Guidance, General
Corporation for Social Security, the
General Authority for Drugs and
Medical Equipment, the General
Authority for Specifications,
Standards and Quality Control and
the General Authority for Areas and
Construction Planning. The last one
of these authorities was listed among
the independent units as of the fiscal
year 2007 under the Republican
Decree No. 35 issued in 2006.

YR 4.2 million to be awarded to distinct students

HADRAMOUT, Dec. 24 —
Honoring the memory of their father,
the heirs of Sheikh Suleiman Sa’eed
Bugshan launched the Suleiman
Bugshan Prize for Ideal Students in
Hadramout to be granted annually to
students in the final levels of
education,  including  primary,
secondary and university.

The prize aims to encourage
distinction in scientific performance,
together with other cultural, artistic,

innovative and sporting aspects.

It will be granted to 18 students,
including four primary schools, four
secondary school students and 10
students from all university faculties,
in addition to students at institutes.

Each winner is given a gold medal
and a certificate of appreciation.
Furthermore, winning primary school
students will receive YR 100,000 and
secondary school students will
receive YR 200,000, while university

students will receive YR 300,000.
Although the prize is to be awarded
every Dec. 25, this year’s ceremony
was postponed because it coincided
with Eid Al-Adha; thus, winners will
be announced in the coming days.
Headed by Dr. Sa’eed Al-Jariri, the
judging committee board includes Dr.
Abdullah Bahshwan, deputy
president of Hadramout University,
and Dr. Awad Al-Bakri, head of
Hadramout’s Education Office.

Training course focuses on writing scientific research

SANA’A, Dec. 24 — "Journalists and
researchers should be sure of the
information they have and they have
not to write whatever said here or
there," said Nina Attalla the
researcher and documenting consular
at the inauguration of the training
course for documenting and preparing
scientific research reports held on
Saturday.

"Our role is to give researchers and
journalists the technical way of
inquiring and documenting
information and the scientific way to
deliver them to the readers," Attalla
added.

The five-day training course falls
within the observation of the women
rights activities’ project (Aug 2006-
Jul 2007) and will cover 18
researchers and journalists from
different governorates.

Though the women’s issues are
given the biggest share of the training
course credits, the course will discuss
issues concerning societal problems,
tribal revenge and children’s issues.

"What I found during the
introduction section is that the interns
are concerned with different issues,
and this will help build bridges of
cooperation between the interns to
have a joint work in the course after,"
said Attalla one of the trainers of the
course.

According to a press release from
Yemen Female Media Forum, the
women’s rights project observes the
positive and negative changes in the
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The interns are from different governorates willing to achieve a unified goal.

field of women’s situations and
positions in the different governorates
of the republic. The results of the
observation process will be published
in periodic reports. The researchers,
placed in 18 governorates will
witness, observe and follow up all the
changes of the specified mission.
The project aims to supply
information based on women’s status
in the different governorates of the
republic in a scientific report which
will directly observe the women’s
situation and will be distributed in
Arabic and English languages to all
interested local and international

organizations to be the base of these
organizations in their struggle for
women issues, said the press release.

Yemen recently witnessed a big
movement in women’s rights in all
facets of life, "The woman is an
essential knuckle in entity of the
society. Without her there is no
renaissance in the society. However,
her role as a good mother must not
cancel her other role in the society
especially the social, scientific,
cultural and charitable contributions,
as well as in decision-making," said
Abdulaziz Al-Tarb, an economist and
a professor of political science.

Education issues in Yemen

By: Ismail Al-Ghabiri

SANA’A, Dec. 24 — The phenomenon
of failed students, dropping out of school
and teachers who don’t live up to the
responsibility causes Yemen to lose more
than YR 17 billion every year, according
to a new government report. However, in
2004 the loss exceeded YR 13 billion
with an increase estimated at 2 percent
compared to the previous year.

The state loses nearly YR 4 billion per
year as a result of ignorant teachers who
are remiss in performing their duties. The
fact indicates a waste of effort, time and
money. The report warns that the
phenomenon of failed students and
dropping out of school will be
exacerbated. It indicates that such a
growing phenomenon is responsible for
unemployment, low income rate and the
spread of poverty, in addition to other
bad consequences.

The report, released by the Higher
Council for Education Planning, said the
average years spent in school by primary
school boys and girls is 154, with an
increase of 6.4 years from the nine legal
years required for finishing the primary
education. Secondary school students
remain in school for 4.4 years on average
with an estimated increase of one year
from the three years required for
finishing high school.

The paper indicated that 79 percent of
the total number of primary school exam
applicants passed the exam while the
failed students and dropouts accounted
for 4.26 percent of the total number of
primary school exam applicants. 27.3
percent of high school exam applicants
failed or dropped out of school.

Schools, constructed during the year
2005, numbered up to 14,410, of which
3,058 schools are jointly used for
primary and high school students.
According to the report, students face
difficulties understanding lessons in both
primary and high school stages due to
large classes.

The average number of students per
class increased, to 40 students per class in
primary schools and 53 students per class
in high schools. The number of schools
increased from 13,335 in 2002 to 14,003
in 2005 with an estimated increase of 2.5
percent, according to the report.

The report revealed that numerous
schools are closed for disputes between
locals and the unavailability of teachers.
It said there are more than 80 suspended

education projects, the cost of which was
not recorded, while other schools were
constructed in inconvenient places.

The paper mentioned that school
projects are not fairly distributed
between cities and rural areas and these
projects  lack the  coordination
mechanisms required for buildings
construction.

The report revealed that only 71
percent of primary school age children
are enrolled in schools and most of the
dropouts are those who were enrolled in
schools at a late age.

On the other hand, the International
Peer Education Meeting concluded last
week involving 40 officials in charge of
youth programs in the United Nations
Fund for Population from across the
world.

Themed "Learning best practices on
peer education and adopting standards of
practice,” the meeting is organized by the
Sana'a-based UNFPA, and will take place
over four days.

The program aims to make youth share
their best practices and specify the
mechanisms for youth education
programs together with deciding peers’
education levels.

Peer education is a process whereby
well-trained and motivated young people
undertake informal or organized
educational activities with their peers,
sharing a similar age and background.

The meeting discusses a number of
working papers relating to reproductive
health, youth and teenage problems, and
problems that need focus only in Yemen.

The UNFPA representative in Yemen,
Hans Obdeijn, delivered a speech during
the first session, highlighting the
importance of such a meeting in Yemen,
which needs to develop a peers culture.

The Yemeni Minister of Youth and
Sports, Abdulrahaman Al-Akwa'a, said
demography is one of challenges for
Yemeni society that increases with 3.3 a
year.

Youth, below 25 years old, represent
more than 60 percent of the Yemeni
population. Three fourths of population
lives in the countryside, distributed in
120,000 residential locations over hills,
plains, coasts and deserts.

Al-Akwa'a also declared his ministry
supports peer education, as it is based on
scientific grounds and further because
UNPFA is a primary partner in
supporting Yemen in all aspects related to
youth issues.

Continued from page1

Taiz lawyers supportAl-Jomhuryah journalists

The letter further indicated the
journalists would continue their open
protest in the newspaper’s
headquarters and journalists
syndicate headquarters, Taiz branch.

The journalists also sympathized
with the chairman and the
administrative staff of the Taiz branch
who refused their legitimate demands,
asking the Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate president’s intervention to
stop violations against them.

They also asked other journalists of
all Yemeni newspapers and Web sites
to stand by them.

Al-Yousofi, according to protestors,
tried to break the protest as he
promised some to appoint them in
leading posts within the
establishment; but he failed and they
declared they would continue their
protest until their demands are met.

More than 22 journalists at Al-
Jomhuryah ask for improving their

professional and material conditions
and not to admit the new nominations
of the establishment’s leadership.
They also accused it of nepotism
regarding nominations, promotions
and bonuses.

Reacting to Al-Jomhuryah
newspaper’s journalists’ suffering, 43
journalists from Al-Thawrah

newspaper decided to support their
colleagues until their demands are
met.

For its part, Al-Jomhuryah
newspaper denied what was reported
in the complaint distributed by the Al-
Jumhuryah journalists to the media,
asking journalists syndicate to verify
the complaint.

The newspaper went beyond that to
describe the protestors as lifting the
red flags- a phrase that carries bad
sexual overtones- considered by the
latter to be defamation for which the
newspaper should be sued.

Sit-in activists demand investigating Al-Shuaibi abuses

Khalid Al-Ansi, a human rights activist
and secretary-general of the National
Organization for Defending Rights and
Freedoms, known as HOOD, said
prosecution has been investigating Al-
Shuaibi’'s case since  before
September’s elections. The attorney
general requested Al-Jawfi for investi-
gation; however, Al-Jawfi made various
excuses, such as his engagement in
the elections and combating terrorism.

Though he was informed of the time
and location of the investigation, Al-
Jawfi hasn’t yet stood before prosecu-
tion. Thus, human rights activists and
organizations were forced to stage a
peaceful sit-in until those responsible
for abusing Al-Shuaibi’'s human and
constitutional rights stand trial, as such
incidents are considered illegal and
constitutional crimes for which severe
punishment should be inflicted, espe-
cially when committed by state officials.

“We demonstrate because the
Capital Investigations chairman, being
an influential official, has refused to be
investigated, although he should have
attended such investigations immedi-
ately,” Al-Ansi explained.

“Remaining in his post will affect the
results of the case because it involves
investigating a number of his employ-
ees. In such cases, it's presumed that
he should be suspended until the
investigation has ended,” he added.

Details of Al-Shuaibi’s detention

were published last week in a meeting
with Al-Nas newspaper, wherein she
revealed that she was jailed Nov. 6,
2003 on false charges of kidnapping
and killing her ex-husband. The Capital
Southeast Appeals Court acquitted her
Jan. 17, 2004, after her case was
proven baseless because her ex-hus-
band is alive.

She also recounted that she was
subjected to physical torture and rape
and further, that her children were tor-
tured psychologically.

A Ministry of Interior official who
declined to give his name said Al-
Shuaibi’s case has been politicized to
avenge Al-dJawfi, who caused the Islah
Party to receive few seats in Sana’a
University’s Student Union elections.

According to the same source, it
then was alleged that security was
responsible for kidnapping Jamil
Sha’af, but such story was fabricated to
make students sympathize with Sha’af
and elect him student union head.

“Al-Shuaibi’s case is old, dating back
to 2003. If not political, why was it
brought up again?” the source added,
recounting, “Her 80-year-old aunt
falsely accused her of kidnapping and
killing her ex-husband. However, it
soon became clear that [Al-Shuaibi]
was innocent, so she was released and
her aunt was jailed, but later freed
when it became evident that she’s
senile.”
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Italian President honors Arhab Al-Sarhi

The president of the Italian Republic
issued a presidential decree granting a
great medal to Dr. Arhab Al-Sarhi, the
public Affairs Specialist at the "Yemeni
Italian Friendship Association.

The honorary decree was granted
after receiving the president of Yemen's
approval as required by Italian law, and
in recognition of Al-Sarhi's achieve-
ment to strengthen the Yemeni Italian
relations in the past five years.

Al-Sarhi said that he is happy to
receive this honor which is also an
honor to Yemen. "The Italian govern-

Now
In ICTECH

ment recognition was for his work to
strengthen the Yemeni Italian relations,
especially during the kidnapping of the
Italian tourists last January and his sup-
port to the embassy staff during that
time.

It's important to mention that Dr. Al-
Sarhi played a big and effective role
during the kidnapping event and was a
key communication person between the
Italian government and different Italian
media to inform them of the event's
development presenting Yemen's posi-
tion and actions to free the hostages
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peacefully.

Dr.Al-Sarhi expressed his hope for
more progress and development of the
Yemeni Italian relations. He also added
that the association is now coordinating
with the Italian Embassy in Sana'a and
other concerned parties to organize a
number of events during the coming
month of February to celebrate 80 years
of Yemeni Italian relations.

Al-Sarhi also pointed that the associ-
ation has made an official request to the
Yemen government to put the name
"Italy" to one of Sana'a key streets,
which was well received by the major
of Sana'a.

It's expected that Dr. Al-Sarhi will
receive the MEDAL during the celebra-
tion event to mark the 80 years of
Yemeni Italian relations.

Dr. Al-Sarhi has graduated from
Italy and has participated in several
education business visits including the

Dr. Al-Sarhi

International Visitor program funded
by the US Embassy. Dr. Al-Sarhi was
also a member of the presidential
Yemeni delegate during President
Saleh's latest visit to Italy.
ADVERTISEMENT

Al-Jeel Al-Jadid, continuous
expansion and distinguished
exhibitions

Al-Jeel Al-Jadid group launched its
new branch at the new university area
on Tuesday Dec. 19 2006. A number of
authority figures from the ministry of
culture and the general book associa-
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tion were present at the event as well
as a number of media representatives
and students. Mohammad Al-Anisi
director of the group said that this
branch is the second of its kind, which

includes both stationary and publica-
tions. The location of the new branch
is critical because it is at the centre of
an academic area and thus facilitates
access to books and stationary for the
students. “The group is known for its
high quality products and reasonable
prices. We also pride ourselves in pro-
viding essential requirements for uni-
versity students and items not found
elsewhere. The group also offers cur-
ricula printing services for both uni-
versity students and professors. We
also sponsor professors’ books, to print
them and sell them to the students for
cheap prices. Because our main pur-
pose is to provide services to the stu-
dents and professors and to the society
in general.” He said.
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Professor Muhsin AL-Akwa direc-
tor of the development center at
Sana’a University commented that this
branch would add quality to the educa-
tion system and provide better services
for student especially that it is located
in a strategic location. The branch will
include educational materials and
other books from which students are to
benefit in their academic and general
life. It will provide them an opportuni-
ty to expand their general knowledge
and learn more.

Al-Jeel Al-Jadid group is a well-
known establishment and a distin-
guished model in this sector through
its services and branches in Sana’a and

around the republic.
ADVERTISEMENT
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Christmas myths unwra

By: Dina Al-Ameena

fter being in Yemen for a year now, away from my home in

USA, I’'m spending my second Christmas here. Since I was

sick and home alone last year, this one had to be better and so

far, it is. I’ve broken out the Christmas music and added to my

meager collection of Christmas decorations so that my house
now looks properly done up. Amazingly, I’ve even seen Christmas trees for
sale in some Yemeni toy and home decorating stores!

As the holiday season approached, I wondered what, if anything,
Yemenis and Sana’a residents actually knew about Christmas, how it’s
celebrated and the story behind it. I had heard others say what their
friends say, but I wanted to find out for myself and what I discovered was
truly saddening, especially regarding such a blessed and holy occasion. So,
read on for what I discovered on the streets of Sana’a from average Yemeni

folk:

According to graphic designer Ramzy
Al-Saqqaf, “Christmas celebrates Jesus’
birth. It’s a respected occasion, but I
never observed it. It’s also a great occa-
sion to congratulate Christians.”

“I think Christmas is tied to the idea
of wild parties where people do whatev-
er they want, but I never checked if this
was fact or fiction. From the movies and
television, we saw where they have the
first kiss of the new year.”

“To celebrate, Christians gather, often
traveling long distances to be together,
and eat a big feast with a stuffed turkey,
so it’s kind of equivalent to Eid Al-Fitr
or Eid Al-Adha.” He added jokingly, “I
don’t believe in Santa Claus!”

Mohammed Bin Sallam also men-
tioned the partying idea, “The new gen-
eration of Yemeni
youths gather with
Christians and cele-
brate at parties on Dec.
24 and 31, drinking FiE=
until morning.” Sl

Social  researcher
Anwar Mughram
responded that

Christians spend the
week of Dec. 24 until
Jan. 7 celebrating
Jesus’ birth, which was ;
Dec. 24, “so it’s simi- &

lar to our eid because it
is spread out.”

“They celebrate by
gathering with friends,
playing games with
children and Santa
Claus gives gifts to the
children.” However,
he’s never celebrated
the holiday with any-
one. “Yemenis in gen-
eral think Christians
do bad things on the
eid day, forbidden
things like drinking
and having improper relations with each
other, so they have a negative idea about
it.”

He proposed, “Maybe we can change
this idea, but who can give us the right
idea? The media, doesn’t give us any
information, especially in Yemen, so it
would be better if English and Arab
newspapers to share ideas. Even
Christian ambassadors don’t play any
role in this. Why don’t they hold work-
shops to share ideas and change these
ideas?

“Due to the negative ideas about
Christmas, if I thought to celebrate it
with Christians, other Yemenis would
think negatively about me. We need to
change this,” he concluded.

Myth #1

The most prevalent Yemeni belief is
that Christmas involves celebrating
the New Year, which is Jesus’ birth-
day. Christians hold wild parties,
drinking alcohol and eating until mid-
night, when they kiss to begin the New
Year and then do whatever they want,
including having sexual relations with
each other.

Christian facts

Having been a Christian for nearly 20
years now (after believing while at uni-
versity), I can affirm that Christmas has
absolutely nothing to do with New
Year’s, as the former is a religious holi-

throughout Yemen.

The ubiquitous Christmas candy cane
— often given out to children (and any
others) or hung on Christmas trees as
colorful decorations.

Poinsettia Christmas flowers gr;iw abundatl

day celebrating Jesus’ birth while the
latter is a completely secular celebration
often depicted in movies or television,
involving men and women drinking
alcohol, dancing and sharing the first
kiss of the new year at midnight.
Christmas is observed by true Christians
(and by many who may call themselves
“Christian” but who aren’t religious at
all, see Myth #3 below), whereas New
Year’s is observed by any secular indi-
vidual.

Regarding Jesus’ birthday, no one
knows exactly what date it was, so when
the Italians created the Gregorian calen-
dar, Christmas was set on Dec. 25. The
same calendar also determined that the
new year would begin on Jan. 1; thus, it
has nothing to do with being Jesus’

birthday.

What people
say

Wahib Hassan
Noman, man-
ager of the
American
Language
School, said
he believes
the coinciding
of this year’s
Christmas and
Eid Al-Adha
celebrations is
& from God and
== thus, a good
opportunity to
wish each
other goodwill
and not focus
on differences
or strife. He
believes
Christmas is a

time when
Christians
wish each

other well and put away all bad feelings
about each other.

Myth #2

Christians celebrate Christmas by
wearing new clothes, visiting their
friends and family and giving gifts of
chocolate or other sweets, much like
the Islamic eids.

Christian facts

People (whether Christian or not) often
receive presents of new clothing at
Christmas, which they soon wear, often
to visit other friends and family who
gather in one place to share a Christmas
meal together. During the Christmas
season, cookies, cakes, bread and other
sweets often are made to share with
friends, family, coworkers or those who
may come to visit. Special Christmas
candy such as candy canes often are dis-
tributed to children (or anyone) or hung
on Christmas trees.

What people say

Secretary Na’eesa said, “Because there
are no Christians in Yemen, we don’t
know how they celebrate Christmas. We
just saw on TV that they put up a
Christmas tree.”

Secretary Fatima said Christians in
Ethiopia only celebrate Christmas by
holding a small party in the home or vis-
iting their Muslim friends and neigh-
bors, adding that her Christian friends in
Yemen don’t celebrate the
holiday at all because
there’s no Christmas in
Yemen.

According to Nujoud,
Samah and Sumaya Ali of
Sana’a, “Christians cele-
¥ brate their eid every year,
gathering together and
making big festivals play-
ing drums and reed pipes.
. The day is an official
vacation for Christians
regarding their religious
faith about Jesus’ birthday.

“Surely, we know the
story of Jesus, that Allah

breathed life into Maryam and she gave
birth to her son without being married,”
they recounted, with Sumaya adding, “I
never celebrated Christmas before, but a
telecommunications shop near the uni-
versity once distributed chocolates to
customers, so I took one.”

Myth #3

Christians celebrate Christmas the
way it’s portrayed on television or in
the movies. Also, all of those who cel-
ebrate Christmas are Christian (refer
back to Myth #1 above).

Christian facts

The vast majority of portrayals in
movies and on television most definite-
ly are not Christian; however, there are
some accurate depictions if one looks
hard enough. Whether Christian or not,
families often gather and share a large
Christmas meal together, exchange and
open presents, sing special Christmas
songs and maybe even watch an
American football game on television.
The most important thing is for them to
spend time and enjoy the day together.

While observing the above activities,
Christian family celebrations often also
include attending a church service either
on Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) or
Christmas Day, reading the biblical
Christmas story or watching it depicted
in a nativity play and singing Christmas
hymns about Jesus’ birth.

Another secular Christmas celebra-
tion involves a Christmas party at one’s
workplace, as well as a Christmas
bonus, either in the form of a monetary
addition to one’s salary, an actual gift
item or maybe a gift certificate for a par-
ticular item or service.

What people say

Sa’ad Al-Khawlani of Dhamar also
believes Christians celebrate Christmas
annually, that it’s a duty for them and
that it’s organized by the pope. It
involves a single celebration with men
and women together. “They usually hold
a party somewhere and eat and drink.
My teacher once invited me to a nativi-
ty play depicting the story of Jesus’
birth, so I went because I was curious,”
she explained.

Myth #4

The pope organizes the Christmas cel-
ebration, which is a duty for
Christians.

Christian facts

Since I’'m not Catholic, I'm not sure if
the pope organizes any particular
Christmas celebrations, but he doesn’t
determine that it’s celebrated on Dec.
25. The pope is head of the Catholic
Church, not the Protestants or even the
Orthodox, I believe.

Unlike Islam, which requires
Muslims to fast during Ramadan and
perform the Hajj once in their lifetime,
celebrating Christmas isn’t a duty, but
rather something Christians want to do
to remember when Jesus came to earth
to live among us and show us how to
live in order to please God.

What people say

Regarding the Christmas story, Al-
Khawlani affirmed that Jesus was born
without a father because his mother
Mary had no husband. “Her pregnancy
came about because of an angel God
sent and he ordered her to become preg-
nant, to which she responded OK on
condition that no man would touch her.
Only afterward was Joseph accepted as
her husband. After Jesus’ birth, she
decided to fast and not speak, so when
people talked to her, she had the baby
Jesus speak for her. He said, ‘I am like
Moses. There will be a prophet after me
named Ahmad.””

Umm Adel of Dhamar also remarked
that Mary conceived Jesus via the wind
and through an angel. When people
accused her, saying, “You seem to be
deviant from your moral parents,” the
angel told them she was innocent.

Sana’a University student Jamal Al-
Ajel said he heard that the Christmas
story is about a man who loved a
woman, but wasn’t allowed to marry
her, so he eventually died without mar-
rying her. “I’ve never found anyone cel-
ebrating Christmas here because there
are no customs and no special places to
celebrate it in Yemen. I don’t know the
story of Christmas because I've never
seen anyone celebrate it here. Most
Yemenis think Jan. 1 is celebrated
because of Jesus’ birthday, so it’s the
beginning of the year.”

Myth #5
The Christmas story is about a man
who loved a girl, but wasn’t allowed

Mohammed (PBUH).

to marry her so he eventually died
before he could marry her.

Christian facts

This is the first I’ve heard such an
explanation — which sounds more like
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” — but
read on for the answer to Myth #6
below.

Myth #6

The Christmas story of Jesus’ birth
involved only Mary because she had
no husband named Joseph. An angel
of God appeared to her and told her
to become pregnant, so a baby began
growing inside her right then.
Because she was unmarried, her fam-
ily and friends didn’t accept her and
accused her of impropriety, but she
told them she was innocent.

After Jesus’ birth, Mary decided to
fast and not speak, so the baby Jesus
spoke for her when people again
accused her of immoral acts. He said,
“I am a prophet like Moses and there
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Christmas has
absolutely nothing to do
with New Year’s, as the

former is a religious
holiday celebrating

Jesus’ birth while the
latter is a completely
secular celebration.

will be a prophet after me called
Ahmad.” Other thoughts are that
Mary conceived by the wind or the
breath of the angel, who defended her
against her accusers, instead of the
baby Jesus.

Christian facts

In the Christian holy book, the Bible,
Mary did indeed become pregnant via
the spirit of God because she was an
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unmarried virgin. However, she was
engaged to marry Joseph, who thought
to break the engagement when he
learned she was pregnant and thus
thought her immoral and not worthy of
marrying.

However, before he could do so, an
angel appeared to him, telling him that
Mary was a good and moral woman, that
the baby she was carrying was from God
and that they should name him Jesus
upon his birth. So, he had no sexual rela-
tions with her until after Jesus’ birth,
when they were properly man and wife.

Whether our two holy books agree on
every aspect of the story of Jesus’ birth
or not, the most important aspect and the
thing we can agree upon is the fact that
Jesus wasn’t born like anyone else. He
came from heaven and didn’t have a nat-
ural, earthly father. And indeed, he did
perform many miracles while he lived,
including giving sight to the blind, caus-
ing the deaf to hear and lame to walk,
healing lepers, casting out demons and
evil spirits and even raising the dead.
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