
By: Raidan Al-Saqqaf

SANA’A, Feb. 18 – The Sa’ada Penal
Court last Tuesday sentenced journalist
Abed Al-Mahdhari, editor-in-chief of
Al-Diyyar newspaper, to one year in
prison in absentia to be implemented
immediately in a case presented by a
judge in Sa’ada’s Saqeen Court.

Ironically, the ruling was made
against Al-Mahdhari by the same judge
the journalist attacked in 2001. Al-
Mahdhari had accused the Sa’ada
Saqeen Court judge of corruption and
bribery and he now faces a year’s
imprisonment decided upon by the
same judge.

Al-Mahdhari told the Yemen Times
he expects to be arrested at any
moment. The specific court dealing
with this case closed immediately after
handing down the sentence, which
doesn’t give Al-Mahdhari a chance to
file for appeal, and consequently,
endorses the sentence against him.

The journalist expressed his disap-
pointment at Minister of Interior Rashad
Al-Alimi’s attitude toward his case. He
believes Al-Alimi should have a differ-
ent position because he’s responsible for
protecting journalists, especially after
President Ali Abdullah Saleh previously
announced that journalists shouldn’t be

detained or imprisoned over issues
related to publishing opinions.

He further noted that he met with
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate Chairman
Nasr Taha Mustafa, who promised to
discuss halting the ruling’s implementa-
tion with Attorney General Abdullah
Al-Ulfi. Mustafa indeed met with the
attorney general yesterday, who agreed
that he wouldn’t take any action until
the Sa’ada court is reopened in order to
allow for appeal.

However, Al-Mahdhari expects that
Al-Ulfi’s attitude won’t be any different
than the interior minister’s. The journal-
ist reveals that he intends to appeal the

ruling; however, the Sa’ada judiciary
currently is paralyzed because the area
is the scene of military conflicts
between the Yemeni army and Al-
Houthi rebels.

He alleges that his trial was a military
one aiming to settle political accounts
due to his outspoken opinions against
the military action in Sa’ada. He also
believes it’s an attempt to silence him,
particularly since he’s a Sa’ada native
and has relatives there, so he was able to
report war news from there.

Al-Mahdhari further expressed his
disappointment at the situation of
Yemeni journalism and journalists,
adding that he’s awaiting his syndicate’s
condemnation of the ruling against him.

Newly elected Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate Secretary-General Marwan
Dammaj commented that Al-
Mahdhari’s sentence was surprising and
sudden, especially given that no work
has been done on the case for years. He
added that the syndicate resents such
constraints against freedom of expres-
sion.

“Journalists shouldn’t be imprisoned
on the grounds of opinion. This is what
President Saleh promised publicly, but
no one really implemented it. We now
demand that this law be changed total-
ly,” he concluded.

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SA’ADA, Feb. 18 — Reliable tribal
sources say three hours of fierce fighting
occurred early Sunday morning between
Yemeni army and security personnel and
Al-Houthi rebels wearing military uni-
forms for camouflage, leaving behind
numerous dead and injured.

Media sources reported last Friday that
a helicopter flying at low altitude and
armed with an M-17 machine gun was hit
by small arms fire and forced to land after
one of its crew was killed and others
injured on both sides.

According to the same source, “The
helicopter made an emergency landing in
Harf Sufian’s Beit Ayanha area while a
small group of soldiers supported by the
plane was combing the area in search of
Al-Houthi rebels.”

Several Sa’ada districts are witnessing
continual confrontations, especially
Madan and Sheharah districts, where mil-
itary units conduct combing operations
searching for Al-Houthi rebels there.

Sources also assure that Houthis are
following guerrilla warfare strategies in
their fight with army and security person-
nel, a strategy causing many losses
among government forces.

Amnesty International has called upon
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to take nec-
essary measures in accordance with inter-
national law to protect human rights in
Sa’ada, where confrontations are occur-
ring between government forces and
Houthis, who adhere to Zaidi Islamic
doctrine.

According to the organization’s state-
ment, as of the end of January, dozens
have been killed and more than 50 arrest-
ed. The group also maintained that a
complete evaluation of the situation in
Sa’ada can’t be made right now, as all
communications with the area are cut off
and journalists are prevented from reach-
ing there.

The statement added that the conflict’s
casualties include military personnel,
those who fell due to excessive use of
power and executions conducted by mili-
tary personnel acting outside the law.
Further, it maintained that there are
detainees who have been tucked away
from the world and subjected to the risks
of torture.

“Ibrahim Al-Houthi, who was arrested
by security forces at Sana’a Airport on
Feb. 1, is detained and isolated from the
outside world in the security apparatus’s
prison in Sana’a. Perhaps he is subjected
to torment or other types of mistreatment
because he is Hussein Al-Houthi’s broth-
er, who was executed outside of the law
following similar confrontations in
Sa’ada in 2004,” the statement alleged.

Amnesty International fears that the
current confrontations may lead to wide-
spread human rights violations, including
killings outside of the law by law
enforcement officials. Further, the con-
flict may lead to collective arrests and
detentions.

The human rights group’s fears are jus-
tified due to massive violations during
previous Sa’ada confrontations in 2004
and 2005 resulting from military person-
nel’s non-commitment to international
conventions, which regulate the use of
force.

According to Article No. 3 of the Code
of Conduct for Law Enforcement
Officials, “Law enforcement officials
may use force only when strictly neces-
sary and to the extent required for the per-
formance of their duty.”

In its letter, Amnesty International also
called upon President Saleh to take nec-
essary measures to prevent gross viola-
tions during the armed clashes in Sa’ada.
It further stressed the importance of
charging any individual arrested and

ensuring him or her a fair trial or freeing
him. Further, it also demanded anyone
detained for peaceful expression of his or
her beliefs also be released immediately.

In a statement released last Saturday,
the Joint Meeting Parties denounced the
arrest of citizens in Sana’a, Dhamar and
Hajjah, including numerous political
activists from the Public Forces Union
and Al-Haq parties, demanding their
immediate release.

The JMP also requested other political
parties, civil society organizations and
human rights groups show solidarity with
the detainees and pressure authorities to
free them. They further warned of politi-
cizing the security situation and called for
abiding by Yemeni law and the constitu-
tion and abandoning suppressive acts
against citizens.

The statement further called upon
authorities to cease such acts, which con-
tradict democracy and justice principles,
because they expose the nation’s stability
and security to risk and double the conse-
quences.

Member of Parliament Yahya Al-
Houthi did not comment on the Yemeni
request to the Interpol to extradite him
back to Yemen on the bases of his
involvement in terrorism with reference
to the Huthi rebellion, and have set three
conditions for resolving the confronta-
tions between Al-Houthi’s followers and
Yemeni government forces.
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By: Adel Al-Khawlani

SANA’A, Feb. 18 — The Yemeni
Ambassador to the U.S., Abdulwahab
Al-Hajiri, received last Wednesday a
telephone call from John Danilovich,
Chairman of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation, congratulating
him for the Millennium Challenge
Corporation Board of Director’s deci-
sion to reinstate Yemen for participa-
tion in the corporation’s program, said
an official source in the Yemeni
Embassy in Washington.

“Yemen has carried out important
reforms over the past time period,
which is why the Millennium
Challenge Corporation’s Board of
Directors decided to reinstate Yemen
in the Threshold Program,”
Mohammed Ahmad Al-Basha, Media
and Public Relations in Washington
quoted Danilovich.

The chairman added, “In addition to
what has been accomplished thus far,
the Yemeni government has made a
number of important reform commit-
ments. Looking at the progress we
have been able to document, Yemen
has demonstrated its commitment to
continuing this reform effort.”

The Yemeni Ambassador expressed
his happiness about the Millennium
Challenge Corporation’s decision,
confirming that Yemen plans to work
with the corporation with the aim of
getting assistance, improving its
investment climate, attracting foreign
investments to the country and creat-
ing more job opportunities for its peo-
ple.

According to Al-Basha, the
Millennium Challenge Corporation’s
decision reflects success reached by
the national reform program, which
contained a matrix of partial political
and economic reforms as directed by
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.

During his Sunday meeting with
Yemeni Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation Abdulkarim
Al-Arhabi , the U.S. Ambassador to
Yemen, Thomas Krajeski, handed the
Yemeni government Washington’s
decision to reinstate Yemen’s eligibili-
ty for the Threshold Program.

The U.S. envoy said his government
values Yemen’s efforts to enhance the
national reform programs, pointing
out that Washington will coordinate
with Yemen to provide practical pro-
posals aimed at improving the indica-
tors of good governance to help the
poor country receives Millennium
Challenge Corporation’s funds.

Al-Arhabi mentioned that his gov-
ernment deeply thanks the U.S.
Embassy’s efforts to support Yemen’s
Millennium Challenge Corporation’s
entry. He said that accepting Yemen’s
request for admission is due to devel-
op Yemen-American ties and enhance
cooperation between the friendly
states, particularly in the areas of
development. 

Al-Arhabi informed Krajeski about

steps taken for the Anti-Corruption
Law and procedures related to estab-
lishing a higher authority for fighting
corruption. 

The Islah Charitable Society wel-
comed Millennium Challenge
Corporation’s declaration to reinstate
Yemen. The society said that the cor-
poration values the efforts pursued by
Yemen and its president, backed by
different national political parties and
organizations. 

Secretary-General of the society,
Abdulmajid Farhan, claimed that the
Yemeni government’s interest in
improving the quality of health and
education services is the primary rea-
son for accepting its request for
Millennium Challenge Corporation’s
admission.

“The spending on education, health
and fighting corruption has become an
international criteria encouraging the
state and society to give top priority to
these issues,” Farhan went on to say. 

He renewed his society’s commit-
ment to pay closer attention to devel-
opment issues, mainly health, educa-
tion and combating corruption during
its coming three-year strategy.

The program is designed to assist
countries that are on the ‘threshold,’
meaning they have not yet qualified
for larger compact grants, but have
demonstrated a significant commit-
ment to improve their performance on
the eligibility criteria. The corpora-
tion’s Board of Directors selects coun-
tries based on the overall performance
in 16 policy indicators, as well as
demonstrated ability to undertake
reforms. 

Yemen was eligible for Threshold
Program assistance in 2004, but its eli-
gibility was suspended by the board in
November 2005 following pattern of
deterioration in Yemen’s policy per-
formance on the selection criteria.
Yemen may now apply for a Threshold
Program Agreement. 

The Board of Directors found that
the Yemeni government has worked
aggressively and demonstrably to
address the country’s performance on
the selection criteria. 

Continued on page 3

Abed Al-Mahthari

Washington reinstates
Yemen’s funding

Ambassador John J. Danilovich,
CEO of the Millennium Challenge
Corporation.
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ADEN
Police assault mass 
graves protestors 

Feb. 17 — Authorities confiscated the
tents of people who protest raiding
mass graves in Tareq Military Camp in
Kour Maksar. The protestors claimed
that undercover police stormed the
tents they set up near the camp. The
protestors shouted that the police
assaulted three young people who
were guarding the tents and detained
two of them in the Criminal
Investigation Bureau’s jail. 

DHAMAR
NGOs dropped for violations 

Feb. 18 — As many as 44 private,
cooperative and agricultural
organizations have been dropped from
the Social Affairs Office’s register
under directives from the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labour and Dhamar
Governor, General Manger of the
Dhamar Social Affairs and Labour
Office Mohammed Saleh Al-Adhra’e.
He pointed out that some of these
organizations violate the laws and
didn’t show their final accounts,
financial reports and other documents
required for holding their electoral
rounds in conformity with the law. 

LAHJ
Ancient sites, museums restored

Feb. 18 — The Lahj Antiquities Office
is making the final arrangements to
implement the rehabilitation project of
the Hauta Museum, which was built in
1343 Hegira Islamic Calendar, AD
1924. The office’s general manager,
Mohammed Ahmad Salem, said,  “The
project is part of a broader plan for
rehabilitating the building to become a
national museum. In addition, there
are other projects for restoring and
walling several museums and ancient
sites in the governorate.”

SANA�A
Sudanese official visits Yemen

Feb. 17 — Nafe’e Ali, assistant to the
Sudanese President and Deputy
Chairman of the Sudanese National
Congress Party for Political Affairs
and his accompanying team, arrived in
Sana’a for an official visit to Yemen.
The Sudanese official carried a letter
to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah
Saleh from his counterpart Omar Al-
Bashir. According to Ali, the letter is
concerned with the progress of
relations between the two brotherly
nations. 

Government discusses
comprehensive education strategy 

Feb. 17 — Minister of Education
Abdulsalam Al-Jawfi launched the
first consultative conference on the
comprehensive education strategy on
Saturday. The 3-day meeting was
attended by general managers of
education offices in the Yemeni
governorates. The conference
discussed several work papers on the
comprehensive education strategy, in
addition to enrolling all the Yemeni
children in primary and secondary
schools and helping them study in any
schools nearby. Al-Jawfi praised the
efforts the Education Ministry expends
while paying hardship allowance for
teachers nationwide. 

TAIZ
Malaria fighting workshop 

Feb. 18 — In cooperation with Taiz
University and the World Health
Organization the National Program for
Fighting Malaria organized a
workshop on fighting malaria. The
event was attended by many
academics and representatives from
the private and government sectors.
The workshop disclosed that Taiz is
the second Yemeni governorate, after
Hodeida where citizens suffer the
proliferation of malaria.

Al-Turba citizen demonstrate
Feb. 18 – Hundreds of people
demonstrated on Sunday before the
government complex in Taiz's Al-
Turba area in protest lifted slogans that
read "In order not to make it another
Ja'ashin."
The demonstrators sent a letter to the
head of the local council and the
district's head asking to set up the
technical and vocational institute in
Al-Masna'a area according to the old
design and further to reinstate teacher
Abdulghani Al-Zekri in his school and
other teachers together with canceling
all changes tp school administration.  
They further called for making no
changes to the route of the road under
construction in order neither to harm
personal properties nor to give area's
influential people a chance to interfere
with local council affairs.

In brief
By: Fatima Al-Ajel

SANA’A, Feb. 17 — Islah’s Media
Office conducted a political symposium
entitled, “A Reading of Islah’s Political
Experience,” at the Movenpick Hotel in
Sana’a last Thursday, discussing numer-
ous aspects related to the party’s
progress over the past 16 years.

Several academics, politicians and
thinkers attended the event where three
different papers were presented, the first
of which, prepared by Sana’a
University political science professor
Abdullah Al-Faqih, tracked Islah’s
progress throughout its history.
According to him, Islah plays an impor-
tant role in Yemeni political life and it’s
not easy to neglect it, either inside or
outside Yemen.

He described the party as the power
gathering all Yemenis with their differ-
ent ideological directions and party
associations, which will motivate
Yemen’s future and provide an impor-
tant guarantee for the public system.

Al-Faqih reviewed the features of
Islah’s relations with the authority, the
opposition and the international com-

munity, referring to Islah’s relations
with the authority party as progressing
in three steps. The first stage (1990-
1997) was distinguished by political
sharing with the authority, which was a
reason for the party’s disappearance and
led to its switch to the opposition side.

The second stage (1997-2001) car-
ried political expectations for the party,
which helped it discover the authority’s
hostility towards it. The authority liqui-
dated all Islah companies and resources
and denied it from all of the donations it
used to receive. The third stage involves
a a competition for the authority from
2001 until now after ending its strategic
alliance with the General People’s con-
gress.

Al-Faqih also clarified the party’s
true attitude toward terrorism, saying
Islah refuses to use terrorism issues as a
tool for foreign extortion or local arti-
fice.

At the presentation’s conclusion, Al-
Faqih discussed several issues, includ-
ing expanding women’s participation in
leading party positions and bodies, such
as the Shoura Council and the General
Secretariat.

Further, women in Islah Party’s
women’s section look forward to occu-
pying higher positions in the party, just
as women in the ruling General
People’s Congress and the Yemeni
Socialistic Party have achieved. In this
regard, Amaina Al-Aslami, chief of
Islah’s women’s section in Hajjah gov-
ernorate, states that women in Islah
expect the party to grant them at least 15
percent of Shoura Council leading
chairs.

National Women’s Committee
deputy Hooria Mashahoor blames both
the authority and the opposition for
keeping women away from political
activities. She emphasizes giving
women the right to exercise their rights
by making true legal reforms.

Also at the event, Mohammed Al-
Mikhlafi, a member of the Yemeni
Socialist Party’s Political Office, pre-
sented a paper addressing the party’s
attitude toward several debatable issues,
including women, terrorism and politi-
cal transfer of power. He talked about
the important role Islah plays in activat-
ing the opposition performance via the
Joint Meeting Parties.

SANA'A, Feb. 17 — Effective
communication was the focus of
a training course for 45 Yemenia
managers working in Yemen and
abroad.

Yemenia deputy manager of
commercial affairs, Abdullah Al-
Mutareb, pointed out the course aims
to put the manager on the picture of
developments targeted by Yemenia's
commercial administration by
expanding the organizational
structure and introducing new
administrations.

He further added his
administration tries to cope with the
new developments and ensure
optimal operation and competition
and further prepare for the current

year.  
The two-day course focused on

clearing the authorities of area
managers, administration managers
and sales managers together with
return improvement and scheduling
administrations.

Al-Mutareb also indicated the
course focused on communications
and communication channels and
highlighted the importance of such
communication to facilitate the
communication between different
administrations.

Yemenia conducts training
course for managers

Islah party reviews its political development
SANA’A, Feb. 18 — Yemeni prime
minister and the ruling party’s
secretary-general, Abdulqader
Bajammal, arrived in Sana’a early
Sunday morning after some medical
checkups in London. Bajammal was
received by his office manager, Ali
Attef, accompanied with the
government’s master of ceremonies.

Some media outlets reported that
Bajammal went to London for his
annual vacation and to have the
routine checkups, while others said
he went due to differences with
President Ali Abdullah Saleh
regarding making a cabinet reshuffle.

However, Bajammal’s return
affirms that he was in London for a
checkup. Yemen’s Saba News
Agency reported that he had some
physical checkups, as well as a
successful heart surgery in a hospital
outside London.

The General People’s Congress
denied news by several local and
foreign media alleging that a new
government formation soon will be
announced. Some news outlets even
reported that one of the current
cabinet ministers will replace
Bajammal.

Any government reshuffle must be
preceded by the current prime
minister’s resignation and his
consent as the ruling party’s

secretary-general.
Some political observers believe

President Saleh is facing a dilemma
in choosing new cabinet ministers,
adding that such official procedures
must be done according to the
Yemeni Constitution, particularly
after news reports of foreign demand
to replace Bajammal.

Such speculation comes at a time
when Saleh says his party has many
responsibilities ahead and he wants
to put his platform into practice.

SANA’A, Feb. 18 — The Yemeni
Red Crescent, represented by Ilyas
Mani deputy director of the
organisation, provided Yemen Times
staff with a crash course on first aid
in two sessions this week. Mani, who
is also a lecturer at Sana’a University
Faculty of Agriculture, explained at
the beginning of the session that the
Yemeni Red Crescent continuously
provides such training voluntarily to
whoever requests it in order to
enhance the community awareness of
first aid and hence to effectively help
injured people and reduce their
suffering.

“The first thing you need to know
is that by learning first aid not only
do you reduce the pain and
complications of an injury, you can
also save lives. This is why it is

important that everyone knows at
least the basics and have a first aid kit
available at all times,” said Mani.

The sessions included how to act
during accidents and how to deal
with various injuries such as
bleeding, unconsciousness,
suffocation, shocks, fractions, poison
and animal bites, bruises and burns.
The 40 participants enjoyed the
training and interacted with the issue
and practiced CPR on dummies. 

Nadia Al-Sakkaf, editor in chief of
Yemen Times, explained that such
awareness sessions are important for
people and organizations should
facilitate training for their staff.

“I would encourage other
organsiations to contact the Red
Crescent and arrange for such
training on regular basis,” she said.

Do you know what to do 
in emergencies? We do

Bajammal is back 
after medical checkups

Bajammal.

By: Jamal Al-Najjar

SANA’A, Feb. 16 — Over 3,000
mothers die each year during
pregnancy and delivery due to the
deterioration of Yemen’s medical care
services and economic problems,
according to a study presented by the
Women National Committee.

The government has issued a Free
Delivery decree three times and the
issue was first addressed in 1999, but
last year there were still deaths
involving 365 mothers out of 100,000.

The current study is a follow-up to
the third decree issued in 2006 it was
done in cooperation with Oxfam.

As part of the decree all women
giving birth are exempt from fees in
public hospitals and medical centers
and the study examined the progress
in the governorates of Sana'a, Aden,
Hodeida, Shabwa, Amran and Lahj
and also the nearby rural areas.

According to the study several
reasons stand behind the high rate of
maternal death during pregnancy and
delivery. The lack of medical care
tops the list of difficulties along with
the people’s poverty and also the
mismanagement by health ministry
officials.  

The study listed the problems with
most of the medical centers as
follows:

• Shortage of required medical 
equipment.

• Lack of basic medicine.
• Small obstetric departments that 

are medically inconvenient.
•  Absence of continuous training 

to enable the staff to perform 
well in emergency deliveries.

•   Shortages within the 
governmental budget.

•   Mismanagement and absence of 
active transfer systems.

•    Staff not given financial 
incentives.

•    Labor services are very weak.
The study points out that the

miserable condition in the medical
centers of the rural areas force people
to go to public hospitals in cities
putting a heavy burden on those
obstetrical departments. Therefore, 91
percent of normal deliveries and 99
percent of all delivery cases involving
caesarean section occur in urban
public hospitals.

Concerning delivery fees, the study
maintains that the average cost of a
normal delivery is YR 2,750 and the
cost of ceasaren section delivery is
YR 21,800 in addition to
transportation costs creating an
obstacle for people living in rural
areas.

Medicine prices represent roughly
50 percent of the total cost of
deliveries. This amount of money is
considered very high by most people
in hospital investigated by the study.
As a consequence 64 percent of the
maternal mortality rate occurs at
home because of the high costs such
as transportation, medicine and the
delivery fees in hospitals.

The study confirms that even
though the "Free Delivery" decree
had first been issued in 1999   and
then affirmed in 2003 and 2006 by

Ministry of Public Health, it hasn't
been applied in most of  Yemeni
hospitals and medical centers.

“There's no free delivery in all the
hospitals and medical centers in
Yemen. Some hospitals assume that
delivery is free but, in fact, they take
money under different pretexts such
as 'file fees' and the like,” said Dr.
Najeeba Abdulghani, a professor of
community medicine at Sana'a
University.

The study added that the majority
of people don't know about the decree
indicating that officials at the Ministry
of Public Health don't want people to
know about the decree because they
will then demand better service. They
also avoid applying the decree
because the government doesn't
provide enough support and there's no
clear mechanism to implement the
decree.

The study concludes that the high
mortality rate among mothers can
decrease through instructive
procedures such as improving the
medical care in medical centers in
rural areas. Also, the government
should provide enough financial
support to cover the cost of medicine
and employ enough midwives in the
centers as well as equipment so that
rural areas have proper care and
people don't need to go to the
hospitals in cities. The study also
stresses that the Ministry of Public
Health should exert more effort in
order to make Free Delivery a reality
so people can great benefit from the
decree.

Study: More mothers dying each year

SANA’A, Feb. 18 — The Parliament
has composed a special committee to
investigate the accusations against
Sheikh Mohammed Ahmed Mansour,
a powerful leader in Ibb, after people
demonstrated for days in front of
Parliament. Mansour was accused of
evacuating many peasants working
on his land in Al-Ja’ashin and abu-
sively treating the people. 

The committee is composed of
seven MPs known for defending
human rights and lead by MP Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Shaef, head of the
human rights and freedoms commit-
tee in Parliament. The MPs urged the
government to provide shelter and
food for the demonstrating citizens
who have been camping over a week
in Dar Salam in the capital region. 

The committee evolved after heat-
ed debates in the Parliament where
Al-Ja’ashin villagers plight was seen
to be politically motivated. However,
the committee started operating yes-
terday itself as it met with the vil-
lagers and agreed to stop the demon-
stration and arrange for them to
return to their homes peacefully.

MP Abdulrazaq Al-Hajri, a mem-
ber of the composed committee,
stressed the importance of not leav-
ing the case in the hands of the local
jurisdiction in Ibb, which had reject-
ed their case earlier and accused them
of rebellion.

Other MPs urged Parliament to

secure protection for these people
once they return home in fear of
being subjected to vindictive meas-
ure by the powerful Sheikh.

Earlier this month the men of Al-
Ja’ashin village left the women
behind and evacuated their homes in
protest of the abuse they suffer under
the control of Mansour. The villagers
allege that consultative council mem-
ber Mansour oppressed, harassed and
imposed unlawful duties upon them
and that the sheikh’s militia regularly

loots and robs them.
Media, especially opposition, has

taken up this issue heatedly and
argued this is a violation against
human rights and accused the sheikh
of throwing the villagers out of their
homes by force. However, Mansour
denied these complaints that what is
being proposed in opposition news-
papers is nothing but rubbish.

“They want to disgrace me and
damage my image for political rea-
sons,” he said.

Parliament take act in feudal Sheikh issue

Hani Abdulghani  volunteering while Ilyas Mani demonstrates how to band-
age wounds. YT PHOTO BY NASRI AL-SAQQAF

For one week men of Ra’ash village camped in a deserted area in Haradh
Valley protesting against Sheikh Mansour’s (inset) abusive control. 

YT PHOTO ARCHIE
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� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.

Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.
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Vacancy Announcement
The Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) is a German enterprise for sustainable
development with worldwide operations working also in Yemen as a priority partner country of the Yemen-
Germany Cooperation. The Country representative office in Sana’a (GTZ Office Sana’a) is looking for a 

Office Manager as Assistant to the Director GTZ Office Sana’a
Main Task:
The office manager and assistant to the GTZ Director in Sana’a takes responsibility for a wide range of
administrative duties of which the main task will be to provide secretarial and administrative support to the
Director. The position includes routine office management (planning, appointments, minor translations,
daily correspondence) and specific assignments such as contract procurement, finance and controlling. 

Qualifications:
• University degree 
• Minimum of three years work experience in similar position / field.
• Experience/preparedness working in an international, intercultural team.
• Knowledge of finance and contract procurement
• Fluent in English, Arabic with good knowledge of German being a great asset 
• PC literate with good command of all MS-Office standard applications
• Flexible, open minded, highly motivated and stress-tolerant

Duration for the position:
Permanent with 3 months probation period

Remuneration:
GTZ offers commensurable payment according to qualification and performance of the incumbent and
offers a solid social security package.
Interested applicants who fulfill the above-mentioned requirements should send their detailed CV (with
copies of awards/degrees earned, references, etc…) with a short covering letter referring to the position
advertised and salary expectations. Non-Yemeni applicants should have valid and necessary work and
residence permits. 
All applications are to be submitted in a closed envelope clearly marked as the following:

“The Director GTZ Office Sana’a”
GTZ Office Sana’a
P.O. Box 692
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Final date for submission of applications will be the 28.02.2007. Women are encouraged to apply.
Only short listed applicants will be contacted and invited for interviews.

Vacant Positions
Accountant ( 5 Positions )
Primary duties:
• Bachelors Degree in Accounting.
• 3-5 years knowledge of accounting necessary for applying proper accounting treatment to all transactions and for

maintaining and reconciling accounts.
• Understand accounting and tax treatment of detailed transactions related to payments made to and on behalf of

expatriate population.
• Understand and know the policies that affect expatriates. Review all amounts to ensure proper handling for

compensation and payment to and on behalf of expatriate population.
• Ensure that payments are made timely for expatriate related items.
• Ensure that reporting is accurate, timely, and collectable. The successful candidate must have a strong

understanding of balance sheet accounting.
• Handle any reporting including reporting for matters of tax compliance and management reporting.
• Strong communication skills and interpersonal skills are a requirement. The job is intensive in communications with

all levels of the organization. Situations will require one to be firm and tactful for disputed matters. Cultural
differences must be handled in a sensitive manner.

• Strong written and verbal communication skills in English are a requirement.

Business Development Manager ( 3 Positions)
• Take leadership of this business venture in the oil and gas industry, and also in natural resources ventures.
• Develop a strategic business plan that covers all aspects of running the business, including resourcing and

operational needs, budgets, market positioning, potential partners and potential clients. Define short, intermediate and
long-term business objectives and goals.

• Build the necessary team of resources to deliver objectives.
• Actively seek new business opportunities and innovative business models for growth.
• Develop a sales plan and strategy to strengthen client relationships, build awareness and increase reputation in the

oil industry.
• Implement this plan to achieve agreed sales target. You will be actively involved in all aspects of the sales cycle -

providing accurate and timely sales forecasts.

Preferences
The successful candidate will have:
• A degree in Business related subject essential. Master's degree preferred.
• Minimum of 5 years of appropriate experience in business development or sales or operations management in the oil

and gas industry essential.
• Experience selling to clients at senior and/or the delivery of technologies at board level essential.
• The ability to lead and manage a new business essential. Previous general management/operations experience a

distinct advantage
• Clear understanding of the upstream oil and gas industry and the ability to articulate value propositions to high-level

executives in E&P companies essential.
• Strong written and verbal communication skills in English are a requirement.

Field Support Engineers ( 2 Positions)
What we looking for is:
• At least 3-5 years rig experience.
• Someone who is a self starter,
• Someone who is Energetic and motivated
• College degree required.
• Computer skills and understanding with a working knowledge of English both written and verbal.

Candidates are requested to send their resumes in English enclosed with a cover letter to
email: M_Abdulkader@DPMC-YE.com or Fax : (009671 413173) 

No later than 08th of March 2007

In a statement, of which the Yemen Times
received a copy, MP Al-Houthi declared that
there should be true intent to reach a solution.
He said government forces should cease fire,
the army should withdraw to its positions
before the war and dialogue should take place
outside the country because he considers the
atmosphere in Yemen unsuitable. He further
requested guarantees to ensure the authority’s
commitment to the ensuing agreement.

Yahya Al-Houthi maintains that mediation
committees won’t provide any solution, hinting
at the experiences of previous mediation com-
mittees – especially the last one formed under

presidential directive, some of whose members
were arrested after submitting their report about
the situation in Sa’ada during recent days.

He added that Al-Huthi followers support a
cease-fire and noted that the Sa’ada war has
flared for seven days and is timed with cutting
telecommunications to and from the gover-
norate.

In related news, Saudi scholars in Najran and
Dhahran Al-Janoub warned of the risks of their
government’s involvement in the Sa’ada
events.

In a statement appearing on the opposition
Al-Higaz.org web site, Shafa’i, Zaidi, Sufi and

Ismaili scholars, as well as tribal and social per-
sonalities from Najran and Dhahran Al-Janoub
in Saudi Arabia, asked their government not to
follow Yemeni in its war against Zaidi scholar
Badraddin Al-Houthi’s followers, which is
being sold to the public as Yemen and Saudi
Arabia’s war against the Shi’ite danger in the
Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula.

Issued by the mid of Muharam and addressed
to Najran’s prince and other officials in the
south of the kingdom, the statement noted that
followers of Zaidi, Shafa’i, Ismaili doctrines
and other Islamic sects have lived peacefully
side-by-side in Saudi Arabia and Yemen for

years. It said “We should not allowed to spoil
such brotherly relations now or for any reason
because this will have great risks on our
nation’s unity, security and stability.”

The statement also renewed its warning of
the risks resulting from the consequences of the
Sa’ada events, which disturb Yemen’s security
and tranquility due to the spread of weapons
there and the possibility of Sulfi  groups – who
ally the Yemeni government against cleric
BadrAl-Din Al-Houthi and his followers –
allow them in. It concluded by asking the two
warring Yemeni parties to fear Allah and stop
the bloodshed.

The directors select countries for eligibility for
Compact of Threshold Program assistance from a pool of
candidate countries based on each country’s commitment
in three broad policy categories, which are: ruling justly,
investing in people and promoting the economic free-
dom. Threshold countries don’t meet the criteria for
Compact eligibility, but are close and have demonstrated
a commitment to improve policy performance. Under
Millennium Challenge Corporation policy, the directors
may reinstate eligibility for a suspended country if it is
determined that the country has taken corrective action
or has demonstrated a sufficient commitment to correct-
ing each condition for which assistance eligibility was
suspended.

Sa’ada confrontations flare Washington reinstates
Continued from page 1

SANA'A, Feb. 18 — Yemeni govern-
ment, in collaboration with the US-
based National Defense University's
Near East South Asia Center for strate-
gic studies, is hosting a three-day semi-
nar themed "Strengthening a Yemen-US
Strategic Partnership.”

The Seminar will discuss various
issues including border and maritime
security, counterinsurgency, democracy,
human rights and reforms. 

The center’s representatives will
meet with representatives from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Defense to discuss wider
issues of policy and decision-making

and combined and coordinated opera-
tions. 

The center, headed by Lt. General W.
Barno from the U.S. Army, a former
commander of the Combined Forces
Command Afghanistan, is located at the
National Defense University in
Washington and conducts seminars for
military and civilian representatives of
the Near East and South Asian countries
with 25 nations in the region. Seminars,
funded by the Department of Defense,
are between two to four weeks in
length. 

The mission of center, as advocated
in its web site, is to enhance stability in

Near East and in South Asia
by providing an academic
environment where strategic
issues can be addressed,
understanding deepened,
partnerships fostered,
defense-related decision-
making improved, and coop-
eration strengthened among
military and civilian leaders
from the region and the U.S.

Launched in October
2000, the center builds on
strong bilateral relationships between
the U.S. and countries in near and south
Asia region by focusing on a multilater-

al approach to addressing
regional security concerns
and issues. It is designed to
meet the knowledge needs
of national security profes-
sionals by providing a
forum for rigorous exami-
nation of the challenges
that shape the security
environment of the region. 

Participation is open to
military and official civil-
ian representatives from all

countries in the NESA region with
which the U.S. government maintains
diplomatic relations.

Sana'a hosts strategic studies seminar

SANA’A, Feb. 18 — Yemen’s Ministry
of Oil is to dig up 55 new oil wells and
increase Yemenization of work force
within the international companies work-
ing in Yemeni oil and gas sectors to 90
percent, according to Al-Motamar.net.  

The ministry also announced it will

promote a number of the sea sectors with-
in the fourth round of competition over
the coming days after it has finish con-
tracting with the winning companies in
the third round. 

This comes at the lunch of human
resources forum which was inaugurated

by Vice President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi on Sunday. 

In his delivered speech, Hadi told the
participants the political leadership is
paying more care to oil and gas sector
and further provides all facilitations
before investors as this sector is the back

bone of the national economy. 
He also pointed out that Yemen has no

other alternatives, so it tries best to
increase production and receive more
returns in order to combat poverty and
employment and further accelerate devel-
opment wheel.

Yemenization of work force in oil and gas companies

Director of the center
Lieutenant General
David W. Barno, U.S.
Army.
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Yemeni Saudi Cement CO.(YSCC)
is cordially inviting the concerned
authorities to attend the workshop
to discuss the Environmental
Impact Assessment Report of
Batais Cement Plant project on
Thursday February 22nd, 2007 ,
10:00 AM at the meeting hall of
Al-Koud Agricultural Researches
Station, Abyan Governorate.

Yemeni Saudi Cement Co.
Batais Cement Plant

Announcement
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By: Saddam Al-Ashmori 
For Yemen Times

YY emen is renowned for
its rich heritage and
civilization. Despite an
increasingly modern
lifestyle, Yemenis still

maintain their ancient traditions, espe-
cially their eating habits. Most Yemenis
still eat sitting on the floor and use
earthenware to cook and serve their
meals. This reflects their great pride in

their culture, rarely trying to imitate
others. 

Since time immemorial, Yemenis,
and more recently foreigners, use mud-
based earthenware as the preferred
choice without substitution, regardless
of the technical demands of the modern
world. Despite modern industries man-
ufacturing kitchenware of glass, metal
and copper, earthenware ranks first in
Yemeni cooking. 

Throughout Sana'a and other gover-
norates, factories manufacture earthen-

ware utensils. Many districts are
known for their earthenware by name.
For example, Al- Haisei (the cup-like
glasses) are named for the Hais area
and the Saddi Magla made in Saddah.
But is earthenware as popular today as
before, or are they on the road to
extinction?

Hajj Ali Al-Matari, buying some
earthenware commented, "I cannot
imagine a Yemeni house without a
piece of earthenware, be it in a rich or
poor house. Personally, I would never
change earthenware for modern cook-
ware. I have used those from my great
grandfather's time until now.
Earthenware is cheap. For example, I
bought a magla made of pottery costing
only 150 YR. If I were to think of buy-
ing a magla made of metal it would
cost more than 600 YR."

Earthenware has many uses. It can
be used to prepare, cook and serve food
and drinks. These items come in many
forms, such as cup-like vessels, plates,
jars, dishes, vases and tablespoons
among others. Each has a special
Yemeni name specific for cooking or
preparing different foods or drinks.
Barmah is a special earthen pot that
cooks meat in few minutes, keeping it
hot and fresh while adding a special
taste to the meat. Magla is another ves-
sel used to serve the piping hot Yemeni
saltah. Then there is Madel, a vase for
freezing water and keeping it cold
regardless of the surrounding tempera-
ture.

Naife Al-Kawilani, owner and manu-
facturer of a large earthenware factory,
explains how it's done. "We dig a two-
meter deep hole in the ground to get a
special soil suitable for making these
wares. We then mix it with water and
put this mud into special blocks that are
fired and baked in furnaces. We also
make different types according to what
customers like." 

Customers are usually urban or rural
Yemenis, as well as foreigners from
Arab states and Western tourists.

"The market for earthenware is
increasing now more than ever. Every
one who visits or passes near my store
buys pieces of earthenware. This is due

to their attractive forms."
The seller reiterates that the cost of

the earthenware is cheap compared to
its modern counterparts. 

"Each piece may cost between 100 to
500 YR, so it is as affordable to the
poor as it is to the wealthier customer".

50-year-old Hajjah Fatima Qaied,
from the the Hamdan area, believes
earthenware is healthier. 

"Most of the wares in my kitchen are
earthen. I always cook in these because
they give my food that special flavor
and, of course, makes my family want
to eat more. You always feel you want
to eat even if you're not hungry. When
I want cold water, I never put it in the
refrigerator. I just pour the water into a
jammanah to keep the water cold."
Hajjah Fatima has never eaten in metal
pots or dishes because she believes
these leak poisonous minerals into the
food.

Walking around the old souks of

Sana'a or other cities around Yemen,
one sees customers crazy about these
earthen wares, everyone buying them
for particular purposes.

Mohsan Al-Kawilani, a customer of
the old souk store comments, "I prefer
the earthenware because at the very
least I know the materials they are
made of, while the other wares are
mixed with chemicals, which are
unhealthy and change the taste of food
if kept in them too long. But the earth-
en wares are good and I have never
heard any negative things about them."

Another customer added that,
"because our food is traditionally
served hot, we use the earthen wares to
keep food hot longer without changing
the taste or smell." 

Abdullah Salah Al- Shagagei, a sell-
er in Al-Maleh souk has followed in his
father's footsteps said, "Most of my
customers are foreigners. I think they
buy this earthenware to use as center-

pieces in their homes when they return
to their countries. It's a testament that
they symbolize Yemeni heritage."

What are the most common wares
customers like to buy? Magale rates
first among the earthen wares because
they are used in serving and presenting
most Yemeni meals. "So you could say
every Yemeni house has a Magale", Al-
Shagagei says. 

Housewife Karimah Al-Hamdani
says that although it keeps food hot
longer, you need to expend more effort
to wash them.

Amel Al-Hifi, another housewife
commented women in the past used the
earthen wares because they didn’t have
modern wares that cook food faster.
But now we have better appliances and
it's easier cooking.

"I don’t have many of these earthen-
ware pieces, but I have to keep some
for those special occasions which need
these wares.

Earthenware: Keeps food hot and Yemeni heritage alive

Although mostly created by men, pottery is a delicate trade based on smooth light touches and a lot of patience YT
photo archive

Magale (plate like earthwear) are used for cooking and serving food, while
Models (jug like earthwear) are used for storing for storing water. 

YT PHOTO ARCHIVE



By: Ali Al-Zakry

SS ince the Al-Houthi
violence broke out in
June 2004, Yemen has
been suffering from the
fire of the sedition as a

homeland paying a high price as
people and as a nation. With every
passing day the Houthis go further
in their rebellion and Yemen’s
reputation deteriorates more as well
as the losses of its economy,
tourism and industry, let alone its
stability and security that are
subject to collapse. 

The chief of the National
Security Apparatus, Ali Mohammed
Al-A'nisi, has lately disclosed that
the Houthis war in Sa’ada has led to
the death of 727 persons and the
wounding of 5,296 in addition to
losses in public and private property
he estimated at $6 million.

We are in the face of a real crisis
that can no longer be ignored,
marginalized or hidden. The
political leadership has done well to
inform the political parties and
forces on developments of this
worrying file despite objection of
those forces on the nature and
volume of the information. 

After the elapse of all those years
on the Al-Houthi crisis it appears it
is a complicated affair intermingled
in an illogical form. Nevertheless it
leads to a group of lessons that
should be thought about and
learned. It should be studied

without agitation or submission to
action and reaction.

First, giving priority to the
narrow partisan interest to national
interest would lead always to
disastrous results the price of which
the homeland will pay with lives of
its people and it will lose its
stability, security and safety as well
as its prosperity. 

Second, to play the card of
sectarianism in a country sustained
on religion will always lead to
ignite a fire of sedition that is
difficult to extinguish and that is
why it will burn everything and the
high price paid by those who
inflame it before those intended to
be the target of  burning. 

Third, “Houthism” is the most
obvious tumble of the Yemeni
political leadership. This leadership
remained managing with great
capability and cleverness the game
of reproducing of parties and
sheikhs, the social symbols and
notables and commercial powers,
dealing a blow to this by using the
other. And the attempt of sectarian
reproduction was I think the tumble
that leadership is the one that is
severely regretting.

Fourth, the worst thing that
certain people can be afflicted with
are a leadership and political parties
and social forces experienced in
playing the card of political
intrigues, and each of them is ready
to go with it very far without care
for a homeland or interest.

Fifth, the absence of
transparency and
dealing with disregard
with issues n which the
political, religious,
national And ethnical
is intermingled, always

lead to disaster and changes them
from problems easy to control and
direct into crises impregnable to
solution and decoding their signs.

Sixth, the attempts to jump over a
crisis as this one and to
internationalize or regionalize is
something that will not serve the
country and would not exempt the
ruler from his responsibilities for it
whatever there were indications or
implications of involvement of
those parties in feeding it.

Seventh, the mediations and
delegations that do not possess
decision or authority or do not have
a real vision or outlet are futile and
will lead only to more insistence
and more bloodshed as well as more
loss. Consequently there must be
thinking about such mediations. It
maybe useful here to point out a
saying by the Pakistani President
Musharaf.  During his latest visit to
Abu Dhabi he was asked if he could
conduct mediation between Syria
and Iran and the United States of
America, he mentioned that the
mediation is need of a strong and
effective voice in order to succeed
and he said his voice was not strong
or effective enough to conduct
mediation.

Eighth, unless such issues are
eliminated fro their roots and
tackling the causes that led to their
emergence they will change, as Dr.
Abdulkarim  Al-Eryany, the
political advisor to the president,
said that the malignant tumor
cannot be cured, but by immediate
elimination. Here I will also tell Al-
Eryany it will not be but with
cauterization.

Source; Al-Bayan Newspaper of the
Emirates.

Lessons of “Houthism” in Yemen

By: Dr. Abdulaziz Al Tarb

II do not think I am
exaggerating when I say that
2007 is to be one of the most
dangerous in the life of the
Arab nation for several

reasons.
In Yemen we are experiencing a

crisis between the government and
the business sector, the locomotive
of development, about the sales tax
and the problem rebellion in the
governorate Sa’ada and its
ramifications on stability and
development.

The wounds of the nation that are
open for a long period in more than
one sensitive spot of the Arab body
especially in Iraq, Palestine,
Lebanon, and Sudan have begun to
fester because of their too much
uncleanliness that threatens to
make them perish.

The Arab regimes seem to be
ready now to entrust the matter of
remedying the open wounds to the
same doctor that context has been
the disease and this context it can
be understood the reality of the
stands of a number of those
regimes regarding the latest
movements of the American
administration.

Without playing down the

importance of
building strategic
relations between the
Arab countries and
the United States it is
important and
necessary at the same
time the Arab rulers
have to comprehend
that Bush and the
neo-conservatives are
not the United States
but rather a sample of
evils insisting on
leading the whole world towards a
real catastrophe and the American
people have to be aware of its
danger. We have not to surrender
the destinies of our peoples to the
ruler of the White House be it
republican or democrat and see
how he deals with the hot issues in
the Middle East region; the issue of
Palestine, the situation in Lebanon
and Sudan and what he has been
doing in Iraq.

Would we be exaggerating if we
say that the current crisis gives the
Arab countries that are friends of
the United Sates a rare opportunity
to withhold some of the cards they
offer? I do not think that there is
any kind of exaggeration in this
saying. Here comes forward the
specification of one of the most

current paradoxes,
unlike what the ruling
elites think of
rejecting Bush's new
policy categorically
and embarking on a
serious dialogue with
Syria and Iran and
maybe Turkey, aimed
at achievement of a
group for integrated
goals:

1- An end to
bloodletting in

Palestine and helping to form a
national unity government and
lifting the blockade imposed the
Palestinian people immediately.

2-An end to the Lebanese crisis
by putting pressure on the two
conflicting parties and a return to
the negotiating table to the solve
their pending problems in the way
that preserves Lebanon's
independence, but without harming
requirements of the Syrian security.

3-Putting pressure on all Iraqi
factions to hold reconciliation
preserving the unity of Iraq and
establishment of a turning-point for
a new political process aiming at
establishment of a government
representing all without any
consideration of sectarian
affiliation.

4-Open bridges for dialogue with
the American leadership opposing
Bush's policy inside Congress with
personalities from both parties as a
means of pressure on the present
government so that to put their
weight and support the idea of
holding an international conference
to be taken part by all regional
parties with no exception of any
one in quest for a settlement
coinciding and balanced for all
interrelated crises of the region at
one time and for good in addition to
building an agreed upon order for
collective and human security in
order to guarantee that those
settlements are to be accepted
internationally and regionally.

It is wrong to believe that what is
going on in Iraq, Lebanon, Sudan
and Palestine are the beginning of
civil wars. They are, in reality,
political conflicts made by an
American-Israeli project to
dominate the area. Unless all join
forces to abort that project Israel

will be able to take advantage of
these conflicts and change them to
civil wars.

Will those possessing live
consciences awake and begin to
prepare for saving their peoples
from danger of a coming deluge?
All are equal in wrong and think
that their well-equipped ships are
capable of protecting them against
the danger of this deluge.

It is our opportunity while we are
preparing for holding the Riyadh
summit conference to think about
all the issues of the nation and to
present an accurate account of has
happened and what is happening
since the previous summit, taking
into consideration all promises of
the American promises since its
invasion of Iraq.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an econo-
mist and a professor in Political
Science. He is the head of the Arab
Group for Investment and
Development
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Yemen presented a good example when the
government created the dialogue committee
to deal with fundamentalists and Al-Qaida
affiliates in Yemen. Thousands of Yemeni
youth were accused of being a part of this

religious group, and the government decided it was best to
open up channels of communication and try to understand
where they were coming from instead of throwing them
into prison and leaving open wounds to fester.

The Believing Youth in Sa’ada are no different. They
are a religious sect who disagree with the governing sys-
tem and have decided to take things into their own hands,
hence the Al-Houthi insurgents. Although one of the fun-
damental differences between both groups is that Al-
Qaida started off as a military group in Afghanistan while
the Believing Youth, more commonly known as Al-
Houthi, followers started off as a peaceful religious move-
ment and only developed in to political group many years
later. 

It is not my intention to defend rebellious movements;
I am, in fact, totally against defying the state by violent
means. However, I would like to remind politicians in
Yemen that violence breeds violence and the lesson learnt
with Al-Qaida affiliates must be used in other similar con-
flicts.

Judge Hamood Al-Hitar who has led the Dialogue
Committee, says that this method has proved successful
because he allowed amply qualified scholars debate with
the fundamentalists and finally convince them that what
they are doing against the state is wrong.  Today, many
have again been integrated into society and are leading
normal lives. The ones who would not yield were dealt
with differently. However, the point is that they were
given the chance to express their views and argue their
beliefs, a thing that did not happen in Sa’ada. An initial
truce had taken place one year ago, but was sadly broken
by government security forces without any clear justifica-
tion.

What is perhaps even more frustrating is that, according
to government statistics, every day there are dozens of
people killed in various tribal areas as a result of tribal
conflicts. Strong tribes do not abide by the law, indeed
they don’t even acknowledge the authority of the govern-
ment. They have their own regulations and even their own
army. Everyday, a leaders of some Yemeni tribe acts
against the governing system and actually implement their
own rulings. Lands are confiscated, people are tortured
and killed, homes are destroyed and money is taxed. The
direction in which the situation in Sa’ada will now is
potentially towards an endless cycle of crises where the
city descends into chaos and people are driven from their
homes and jobs only to become internally dislocated per-
sons without compensation from the state. The second
scenario is that the government actually crushes the group
and repeats what Saddam Hussein has done with the
Kurds in Northern Iraq. 

Is that what we want? Is this a wise thing to do? I
thought that Yemeni politicians had learnt from the past.
We have gone through so many wars to date that I feel it
is high time we think strate-
gically in order that live in
peace.

Escalating violence

In the final analysis, it is in the hands of
the people in charge of this country to
make our transformation towards
democracy real and meaningful. It
would unfortunate if the change in
Yemen remains merely a show or
something superficial. 
Our politicians need to believe in
preparing for the 21st century. To do
that, they have to internalize some new
values.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

TT his situation is really awful
and disgusting. I guess you
guys agree with me that it is
inhumane that 26 September
newspaper, from the Ministry

of Defense, stands by the barbaric act of the
Consultative Council member Sheikh
Mohammed Ahmed Mansur. His atrocities
are on his fellow villagers in Rua'ash,
Ja'ashin region. The newspaper said that
the people of Rua'ash, who escaped their
village due to the oppression of the sheikh,
are on a "picnic" in their tents set in Sana'a.
Wow! Just imagine, the people left their
houses to find justice in Sana'a and the newspaper of the military says
they are there for fun.  They are running from Parliament to the Attorney
General’s office just to amuse themselves. This claim is truly scandalous
and a shameful lie. It is the Ministry of Defense media standing by
oppression and tyranny against helpless people who are facing displace-
ment and all sorts of injustice. Again, a spokesman in the name of the
Ministry of Interior dismissed the report broadcast by Al-Jazeeera TV on
the agony of the people of Rua'ash and the whole story is being fabri-
cated to defame the sheikh. 

I wonder why the newspaper and the interior ministry defend such
acts. Has the man become part of the taboo that should not be touched
or criticized? Why have they tried to politicize such an issue, trying to
make the sheikh a hero who is being targeted by the opposition? This
claim is again a ridiculous and stupid argument. It is also dangerous that
we attempt to even politicize the questions of human rights and free-
doms.  

Those Yemeni citizens sleeping in tents are looking for justice. They
have not done anything wrong except behaved in a civilized manner to
defend their rights. They have carried the posters of President Ali
Abudllah Saleh and chanted slogans of support to him, seeking his help
to end their plight. We expect the state-run media, funded from the taxes
paid by the Yemeni citizens, to keep silent as they do usually when it
comes to the heart of the matter and the concerns of the ordinary people
vis-à-vis the aggression of influential people. But it is awful to find such
media defending the oppressor.

We should all clasp to the people and advocates of the National
Organization for Defending Rights and Freedoms who have left no stone
unturned in an attempt to advocate the people of Rua'ash and many more
similar issues. These people need our support to carry out their cam-
paigns in seeking justice for oppressed people and accountability for the
oppressors and outlaw acts. I am afraid that the people of Rua'ash will
not find justice by the end of the day. This is what we should all work
not to materialize and make the oppressors win over the oppressed.
Justice should not get lost in the labyrinth of corruption.

Mohammed Al-Qadhi (mhalqadhi@hotmail.com) is a Yemeni journalist
and columnist.

By: Mohammed 
Al-Qadhi

The Government, the Sheikh
and the agony of Rua'ash 
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Yemen, Kuwait and Saddam Hussein

TT he government’s policy to unneces-
sarily provoke Kuwait by public
manifestations of support and sym-

pathy for the former dictator of Iraq does-
n't make sense at all.

Saddam Hussein is dead and gone – he
is history. But Yemen and Yemenis have to
survive and move forward. Given our poor
economic condition and the desperate state
of our people, we need all the help we can
from any quarters. What do we gain from
antagonising or insulting the people and

sensitivities of Kuwait and its people? 
The government has to adopt and pursue

practical, moderate, progressive and sensi-
ble policies to obtain the support of the
Gulf and other countries. We should stop
self-destructive, emotional and fanatical
policies if we want to move ahead, provide
a decent standard of living to our deprived
masses. We are a responsible country, not a
terrorist Jihad outfit like Hezbollah, Al-
Qaeda or Hamas, not accountable to its
people or to the world. Yemen should learn
from the success of Gulf countries, like the

United Arab Emirates or Qatar. They have
achieved tremendous progress for its citi-
zens not through religious emotions and
passions, but through pragmatism and
doing what's best for their people and their
country. Our country has big potential, but
in order to realise that potential we have to
let go of our fundamentalism, feudalism
and fanaticism. That's the only way to
move forward.

S.A. Abdul Wahab
Sanaa, Yemen

smileatlast@yahoo.com
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Al-Sahwa weekly, 15 Feb. 2007.

Main headlines 
- Fierce confrontations in Saada, con-

flicting news about losses 
- Its 4th conference to be held on 24

February,  Qahtan: Changing the lead-
ers whose work term expired, a matter
decided by the constant system and the
woman to take her right

- Al-Ahnar discusses with Saudi crown
prince bilateral relations and means of
bolstering them

- Teachers unions in Taiz intend to go to
court

- Strikers in Aden protest to digging
tombs of the victims of 13 January

- Parliamentary committee for fact-find-
ing regarding deportees of Al-Jaashin
Writer Zaid al-Shami says in his article

when we talk about disorders and finan-
cial and administrative corruption and
defect in performance of the state institu-
tions we try by that to contribute to take
our country out of the state of backward-
ness it is experiencing. But the authority
tries to convince us that there could not
be better than what is done; it does rather
go further than that by claiming that talk-
ing about mistakes and aspects of dere-
liction is just a kind of machination, bid-
dings and lies. However, when criticism
comes from an official organization,
from the central apparatus of monitoring
and audit affiliate, of the presidency of
the republic it will be a kind of folly to
neglect that and it will affirm that corrup-
tion I an institutional act having goals,

supporters, plans and protection.
The monitoring annual report on the

final account of the state for the year
2005 disclosed failures one of which is
enough to create an administration revo-
lution. The report explained the misuse of
public revenues, non-commitment to
adopted plans and randomness in imple-
mentation of different development proj-
ects in addition to inability to benefit
from loans and absence of priorities as
well as the danger of depending on the
source of oil. The report also criticized
expansion in the current spending that
reached at 72% of the total expenditure in
a manner incompatible with goals of
financial reform.

The statement also criticized the addi-
tional appropriation for the year 2005 that
amounted to 451 billions in a violation of
the constitution and the law. And large
part of it was allocated for expenditures
having surplus in the budget.

The statement also pointed out to
increase in extravagant expenditures at a
rate exceeding 28% compared to the pre-
vious years at a time there was recession
in spending on the sectors of education
and health, in addition to disorders in the
organizational, administrative and finan-
cial aspects in the local authority. The
report warned that would lead to aggra-
vation of problems and difficulties and in
increase in failures. 

The central apparatus for monitoring
and audit also confirmed the existence of
disorders in carrying out budgets of spe-
cial Funds saying that estimation of rev-
enues in the commercial sector were still
characterized by randomness. It said
there were negative phenomena repre-
senting a common trait in performance of
many administrative units and that they

were acquiring the adjective of generali-
ty. Briefly speaking, everything is not as
wanted and reality says these are not the
words of rancorous ones who are against
the homeland insistence on following the
wrong road.

The statement tried to select soft phras-
es and did not miss to mention some pos-
itives mentioned in a shy manner.
Countries cannot be built by arrogance
and blindness and it is no use to bury
one's head in the ground and the authori-
ty desistance from admitting there are
failures because this will not help go out
of the dark tunnel.

Al-Nidaa weekly, 14 Feb. 2007.

Main headlines
- Battles intensify in Saada after the par-

liament and the Shoura approved the
option of the use of force

- Mohammed Ali al-Saqqf: Demand for
extradition of Yahya al-Houthi will
boomerang to the government

- Brigade 39 refuses orders of the judi-
cial and executive powers, 5 civilians
in a cell in Badr camp

- Activating the case of insolvent pris-
oners next week

- Security sources demand settling the
case of absent soldiers, A soldier com-
mits suicide scan months after stop of
spending his salary

- Political parties women divide in line
with men stands

- On attending sessions of the parlia-
ment, 5 MPs score zero and 14 got full

marks
Writer Mohammed al-Ghubari says in

his article the Kuwaiti member of parlia-
ment Muslim al-Barrak thinks that his
most important achievements is the call-
ing names against yemen and the
Yemenis on an occasion or without it
under excuse of supporting the feelings
of the Kuwaitis.

Three years ort more ago al-Barak had
gathered all his past and made for himself
a heroism that he obtained a document
affirming that president Ali Abdullah
Saleh advised the former Iraqi president
of invading Kuwait and upon this tune he
plays his campaign of filthy words
against the Yemenis to the extent that
mentioning Yemen and anything related
to it will cause incurable hallucination to
this man.

The launching point of this man was
the détente in the relationship between
Sana'a and Kuwait that was shaken in the
events of Iraq occupation. After al-Barak
has gathered all constituents of calling
names he possesses he man has
announced himself the protector of the
Kuwaitis and recruited himself for
revenge until he exceeded al rules of,
moral and was no longer able to differen-
tiate between political stands and offend-
ing of people the number of their popula-
tion approaches twenty millions.

The last week people have forgotten
al-Barak amidst interest in events and
issues more important than throwing
insults he reiterated to unleash his tongue
with insults and left no bad word to use in
denouncing the Yemeni hosting of a
mourning ceremony lithe former Iraqi
president Saddam Hussein.

I appreciate that the man is living a
psychological crisis caused to him by for-

mer Iraqi president but it is the duty to
remind him that the Yemenis were not a
party in the tragedy and it is a shame to
portray the Kuwaitis as a group of tense
people who have no concern but to
revenge from Saddam and his men and
friends even after the man was buried
under the ground.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, organ of the
Nasserite Unionist Organization
(NUO), 13 Feb. 2007.

Main headlines
- The authority demands Majdudin a;-

Muayadi to leave his area before
shelling it

- The ruling party kills a Nasserite
activist 

- Al-Atwani congratulates Gaddafi on
10th anniversary of the Coast and
Sahara states grouping 

- Saada a closed governorate, tendency
to a military termination

- The JMP calls for facing plans of
Judaizing Al-Quds

- 18 persons killed in traffic accident 
- YSP central   committee calls for deal-

ing with sequels of Saada war, con-
firms the importance of holding com-
prehensive national dialogue 
Writer Ahmed Saeed says in his article

the authorities media and security instru-
ments should not be biased to injustice
and tyranny and market it and defend its
perpetrators through deforming facts and
deceiving the public opinion with untrue
statements. And they should not try to

extort the citizens for wringing out false
testimonies to beautify what the authori-
ty 

On some occasions the mind and con-
science get shocked because of ugliness
of the ways of violating human rights
such as torture, injustice and severity in
dealing committed by people who have
abandoned their being humans. However
we find some who volunteer to defend
them for such practices and consider
exposure of such persons as a conspiracy
against hr regime and the men of the
state. 

It is now time for the ruling regime to
expose such people who violate the con-
stitution and the law and use their influ-
ence and posts in the state as a means for
practicing social injustice.

The national obligation and duty dic-
tates exposing them and sending all those
who violate the law to court to be held
accountable instead of siding with them.
the authority is demanded to take urgent
steps with the aim of sowing trot between
it and the citizens who have elected it in
order to rid them of those corrupt tools
that plunder their living and act harshly
agrarians their life.

The absent justice, poverty and
unequal citizenship are all factors touch
directly the life of the people and slack-
ness in not treating them heralds more
social disturbances and instability.

The ruling party that won in the presi-
dential and local elections five months
before should have taken the initiative of
drawing up a schedule of its presidential
candidate's platform and to start imple-
menting it. But it seems that the ruling
party is running against its electoral
promises while the country is heading
towards more collapse. 

TT he relationship between Iran
and the United States is one
of peculiar temperament:
intense but accommodating
at times, barefaced and

seemingly self-destructive at others.
Currently, the latter estimation rings

truer: the US naval military build up in
the east Mediterranean and the Gulf, con-
joined with an intense and sinister propa-
ganda campaign that is being drummed
up at home, among other signals, are all
pointing to one ill-fated conclusion: the
Bush administration, entranced in its
foolishness, has decided to discard, and
in its entirety, the Baker-Hamilton rec-
ommendations; instead of engaging Iran
politically, the US is opting to engage it
militarily.

Is it possible that the increasingly pre-
vailing analyses are true, as fluently com-
municated in a recent commentary by
Australian journalist John Pilger, that the
Bush administration is gearing up for an
attack against Iran as a way of “buying
time for its disaster in Iraq”?

Pilger suggests another motivating fac-
tor for Bush’s new possible war: “As the
American disaster in Iraq deepens and
domestic and foreign opposition grows,
neocon fanatics such as Vice-President
Cheney believe their opportunity to con-
trol Iran's oil will pass unless they act no
later than the spring.”

But how can attacking Iran buy the
‘Bushites’ time, if they, more than any
one of us know the deeply entrenched

Iranian presence and influence in Iraq,
often directly over prominent elements of
the pro-American Shia government: one
of whom is the indestructible Abdel Aziz
Al Hakim?

“Al Hakim spent 20 years in Iran prior
to the fall of Saddam and is clearly allied
to the Mullahs,” writers US commentator
Mike Whitney. “His militia, the Badr
Brigade, was trained by the Iranian
Republican Guards (as well as the CIA)
and is perhaps the most feared death
squad in all of Iraq. Al Hakim’s militia
operates out of the Iraqi interior ministry
and is deeply engaged in the purging of
Sunnis from Baghdad.”

Isn’t it rational to envisage that an
attack on Iran would upset the cozy rela-
tions that the Americans have cultivated
with al-Hakim and such disreputable
characters, thus lead to further destabili-
sation of Iraq, to more of the same unmit-
igated violence, where well over 3,000
US soldiers, nearly 1,000 contractors
have met their doom, not counting the 45
thousand who were evacuated due to
injuries and other medical emergencies,
as indicated by Iraqbodycount.org?

US sources claim that innumerable
Iraqis receive their salaries from Tehran
(that is aside from the alleged 40,000
Iranian agents in Iraq, which the US
media ceaselessly talks about), an indica-
tion of Iran’s incessant efforts to obtain
the loyalty of many of Iraq’s Shia, and to
dig into such valuable human reserves
whenever needed, such as in the case of a

war with the United States.
Considering Iran’s “natural affinity

with the Shia majority of Iraq”, as accu-
rately depicted by Pilger, by provoking a
military showdown with Iran, the US is
condemned to broaden its military con-
frontation in Iraq, which would then
include Shia as well as Sunni, in a most
imprudent barter to achieve an impossi-
ble military mission in Iran. Since air-
power and commando style ‘surgical’
operations inside Iranian territories -- that
would most likely involve some Israeli
special army units -- are all that the US
can conjure up at the moment, for ground
troops are no longer a palpable option
(half of the recently announced US mili-
tary surge of 21,000 troops in Iraq will
constitute from the same soldiers who are
already serving in the country, simply by
prolonging their tours and cancelling
some vacations) one can safely conclude
that any US military adventure in Iran
will bring an indecisive outcome, at best,
if not a wholesale disaster, a most likely
possibility.

How about the other suggestion, that
neocon fanatics believe their opportunity
to control Iran's oil will pass unless they
act no later than the spring?

This suggestion would also seem
doubtful, for the neocon’s war architects
are still scrambling to avoid the blame of
the Iraq fiasco and are at odds with Bush
himself and his war generals, using their
wide sway over US mainstream media to
blame the president for all the ills that

have befallen the country -- ills that were
born mostly from their own ominous war
stratagems and their unwarranted com-
mitment to Israel’s security at the
expense of their country’s own. How can
such a group of intellectuals still effec-
tively hold sufficient clout to lead the US
into another ill-advised war? Moreover,
how can Cheney and his discredited ilk
even contemplate the seizure of Iran’s oil
if Iraq’s oil industry is still in shambles
and has proven ineffective to settle the
heavy bill of war, which is moving its
way toward the half trillion dollar mark?

Considering these difficult questions,
one must assume that any attack on Iraq
is both irrational from a military view-
point and self-defeating from a political
one. However, the quandary with any
political analysis of this subject that con-
sults reason or even Machiavellian
realpolitik is that it fails to consider his-
tory, and in this case, recent history
which taught us that the Bush administra-
tion functions in a vacuum, separate from
commonsense or any other kind of sense.
It was around this time, some four years
ago, that many hoped that the American
military buildup in the Gulf region was
aimed at strengthening the US political
position against Iraq, to simply convey to
former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
that the US ‘means business’. It was clear
from the outset to any even-headed
observer that a war against Iraq would
destabilise the region and harm the
United States’ overall interests in the

Middle East. I stated that numerous times
on American radio programmes, receiv-
ing all sorts of censure for being anti-
American and unpatriotic.

Now, we stand at the same critical
junction, four years later, as US news net-
works are readying for another awesome
fireworks show, this time over Tehran;
dehumanisation of the Iranians has
already begun; the public is being fed
with all kinds of half-truths and all sorts
of rubbish about the Islamic Republic
and its people; insanity has returned and
the voices of reasons are again, labelled,
shunned and marginalised. But for obvi-
ous reasons, this time around, war is an
evident mistake, a fact that should irk and
make every sensible American, every
Congressman, every commentator ques-
tion the wisdom of a new war while the
country is on the verge of defeat in anoth-
er.

Such a reality suggests that the Bush
administration is working against the
interests of his own people and makes
Pilger’s analysis the more poignant;
indeed, as irrational as it may seem, the
US could very much be on its way to war
with Iran.

But as explained by Joschka Fischer,
Germany's foreign minister and vice
chancellor from 1998-2005, “getting into
Iraq and defeating Saddam was easy. But
today, America is stuck there and knows
neither how to win, nor how to get out.”
Fischer writes: “A mistake is not correct-
ed by repeating it over and over again.

Perseverance in error does not correct the
error; it merely exacerbates it.”

But this is exactly the key trait that has
defined the current Bush administration
since its early years in office. It’s com-
mitted to duplicating failures; instead of
abandoning the Iraqi ship, it insists on
setting sale in the same tumultuous sea,
another defected one.

Indeed, the US is again back on the
same self-destruct mode, in the name of
national security, regional stability, stay-
ing the course‚ and all the rest. Reality
cannot be any further from the truth,
however. A war against Iran will further
exasperate the instability of the region
and compromise the security of the
United States, at home and abroad. It
might also be the end of American mili-
tary adventurism in the region for some
time, but at a price so heavy, so unbear-
able. If Iraq’s cakewalk has cost the lives
of 650,000 Iraqis, how many more must
die in broader war before Bush bows to
commonsense and brings the grinding
wheel of war to a halt?

Ramzy Baroud, a veteran Arab American
journalist, teaches mass communication
at Australia Curtin University of
Technology, Malaysia Campus. He is the
author of the forthcoming book: Writing
on the Palestinian Uprising: A
Chronology of a People Struggle (Pluto
Press, London). He is also the editor-in-
chief of PalestineChronicle.com. source:
www.khaleejtimes.com
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Countdown for Iran

NN owadays, words are often
seen as a source of insta-
bility. The violent reac-
tions last year to the cari-
catures of the Prophet

Muhammad published in a Danish news-
paper saw a confused Western response,
with governments tripping over their
tongues trying to explain what the media
should and should not be allowed to do
in the name of political satire. Then Iran
trumped the West by sponsoring a con-
ference of Holocaust deniers, a form of
speech punished as criminal almost
everywhere in Europe. 

As Turks well know, it is dangerous to
take a position on the Armenian geno-
cide of 1915. The most recent Nobel lau-
reate in literature, Orhan Pamuk, was
prosecuted in Istanbul for denying
Turkey’s official history by saying that
the Armenian genocide actually
occurred. Other Turks have faced prose-
cution in Western Europe for saying that

it did not. 
So words are now clearly a battlefield

in the cultural conflict between Islam
and the West. The West has learned that,
simply as a matter of self-censorship, not
legal fiat, newspapers and other media
outlets will not disseminate critical pic-
tures of Muhammad, and the Pope will
no longer make critical comments about
Islam. But these gestures of cooperation
with Muslim sensibilities have not been
met by reciprocal gestures. 

Instead, Mahmoud Ahmedinejad,
Iran’s president, has threatened to wipe
Israel off the map. The Israeli Foreign
Ministry now seeks prosecution of
Ahmedinejad for incitement to commit
genocide – a violation of international
law. 

But the Israeli press is also bellicose.
Israeli newspapers regularly carry stories
about why Israel may need to attack Iran
to prevent it from acquiring an arsenal of
nuclear weapons. President George W.

Bush has made similarly
ominous, if more vague,
statements about Iran. In
Germany, preparing and
calling for preemptive mil-
itary strikes from within
the government are subject
to criminal sanctions. 

The world’s different
legal systems have never
been in much agreement
about the boundaries of
free speech. Even between good neigh-
bors like Canada and the United States,
there is little agreement about punishing
hate speech. Canadians punish racial
insults, but Americans do not, at least if
the issue is simply one of protecting the
dignity of racial minorities. 

But threatening violence is more seri-
ous. Many countries are united in sup-
porting the principle that if, say,
Ahmedinejad does meet the criteria for
incitement of genocide, he should be

punished in the International
Criminal Court. Indeed, the
International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda pun-
ished radio station operators
who made aggressive public
broadcasts urging Hutus to
pick up their machetes and
murder Tutsis. 

A decade ago there would
have been a good argument in
international law that the

Hutu-Tutsi example supports prosecu-
tion only after the damage has been
done. All the international precedents –
from Nuremberg to the present – con-
cern international intervention after mass
atrocities. Domestic police may be able
to intervene to prevent crime before it
occurs, but in the international arena
there is no police force that can do that. 

It follows, therefore, that the crime of
incitement should apply only to cases
like Rwanda, where the radio broadcasts

actually contributed to the occurrence of
genocide. In cases where bellicose lead-
ers make public threats to “bury” anoth-
er country (remember Khrushchev?) or
to wipe it off the map, the courts should
wait, it was said, until some harm
occurs. 

But the international community has
become ever more intrusive in using
legal remedies against persons who
engage in provocative and dangerous
speech. In September 2005, the United
Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 1624 – paradoxically, with
American approval – calling upon all
member states to enact criminal sanc-
tions against those who incite terrorism.
The model of incitement they had in
mind is the same one that British Prime
Minister Blair has publicly invoked:
Muslim leaders standing up in their
mosques and urging their congregations
to go out and kill infidels. 

Americans have traditionally said

that, absent a risk of immediate unlawful
violence, this form of speech should be
protected under the First Amendment.
US courts reasoned that it is better to
allow the release of hateful sentiments
than to call attention to them by show-
casing them in court. But when it comes
to terrorism in today’s world, most coun-
tries, including the world’s democracies,
are not as tolerant as they used to be. 

So the traditional liberal position in
support of giving wide scope to freedom
of speech, even for extremists, is losing
ground everywhere. When it comes to
fighting terrorism and the prospect of
genocide, the world is now becoming
afraid of dangerous words. 

George P. Fletcher is Cardozo Professor
of Jurisprudence at Columbia
University. His latest book is Romantics
at War: Glory and Guilt in the Age of
Terrorism. 
Source: Project Syndicate, 2007.

George P. Fletcher

The war of the words
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By: Saeed Al-Batati
albatati88@yahoo.com

TT he Hadramout Governorate
witnessed an extraordinary
flurry of cultural activity last
week as a result of the 7th
anniversary of the death of

the great Yemeni poet Hussein Abu Baker
Al-Mehdar.

Many intellectuals, poets, friends and
admirers of the deceased gathered in his
house in Sheher (15 kms north east of
Mukalla). The mass put some of his
poems under the microscope for discus-
sion and a wide variety of papers were
presented. Mr.Saeed Farhan presented a
paper on “Place in Al-Mehdar’s poetry”.
Al-Mehdar was, and still is, unquestion-
ably one of the great poets of this era.
“His poems fuse together word and
melody” he said, adding also that his
poems equally contained wisdom,
proverbs and jokes.

The second part in the programme of
cultural activities was a night-time musi-
cal concert. The musicians sang some of
the songs written by Al-Mehdar. At the
end of the concert, the only son of Al-
Mehdar honored the old friends of his
father.

As part of the program, the intellectu-
als visited Al-Mehdar Museum.

Giving some information regarding
the museum, Mehdar Hussein Al-Mehdar
said that his father’s museum is currently
under the sponsorship of the late’s family,
and that they refused to hand over the
museum to the ministry of Culture. “If

they were given the museum, they
wouldn't do anything. There are many
clear examples of such ministry-run
museums".

Mr. Hussein said that when the presi-
dent inaugurated the museum officially,
he had told him that they were in dire
need of the government’s support in pre-
serving the great heritage of his father.
“The president asked me to write a letter
containing all of the problems. I wrote the
letter and sent it to the office of the presi-
dent’s secretary in Sana’a and till now I
haven’t received any response”.

The son of Al-Mehdar said that he had
also demanded the ministry of culture’s
financial help through a letter sent to the
Minister of Culture. “We need three
workers and a body guard. We want to
maintain the upper hand with regard to
the museum. We tried the supervision of
the ministry in many museums only to
see the apparently deliberate ignorance of
the ministry.”

Mohammed Al-Habani was a close
friend of Al-Mehdar .He brought back
some old memories of him. “For me, this
day is for the memory of Al-Mehdar.  We
celebrate his 7th anniversary as if he were
among us. Our life with him was like
heaven. His life was a school in which we
studied both tunes and measures”.

Mr. Al-Habani noted the enthusiasm
for cultural events in Sheher during the
days of Al-Mehdar “We had bi-weekly
literary sessions on Monday and Friday
but after the death of Al-Mehdar those
sessions faded away”.

The Yemeni Writers Syndicate (YWS)-
Hadramout Branch- organized a lecture
devoted to the poems of Al-Mehdar.

Dr. Saeed Al-Juriri, the Head of YWS
said that the primary factor that distin-
guishes Al-Mehdar‘s poems form those
of others is his ability to convey reality in
a highly sophisticated way.

Al-Mehdar was born in 1931 in Sheher
and joined the school of Makarem Al-
Akhag in 1940. He became acquainted
with Hadrami Dan poets and regularly
attended their sessions. In 1951, he got
married and his vocation in Hadrami
Dance emerged. After ten years, he wrote
his first lyrical poem Ya rasouli  (Oh my
messenger). He met Abu Baker Salim
Balafageh during the latter’s visit to
Sheher in 1963. He wrote his first collec-
tion of poems Domo Al-Aushag(Lovers
tears) in 1966. In 1998, President Saleh
awarded him a decoration. He died in
February 5th, 2000.
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By: Saddam Al-Ashmori
For Yemen Times

OO ne of the most eye-catching
features of Yemeni build-
ings is the high-arched
windows decorated with
colorful stained-glass pan-

els. Since ancient times, Yemen’s
stained-glass windows, known as
qamariyyas, have represented an impor-
tant part of its gorgeous architecture and
now there’s a growing demand for it out-
side of Yemen. Nowadays, innovative
forms of qamariyyas are emerging and
becoming well-known outside Yemen.
Those new forms can be hung on walls
or over windows to reflect the light or
one may place a candle or a light inside
them. 

“We exported the first batch of
antiques to Holland. It was approximate-
ly 2,000 pieces,” explains Tariq Jabber,
project officer at the Small Micro-
Enterprises Promotion Service. “A huge
range of good-value designs, shapes,
sizes and colors are available from the
organization. They’re handmade by hun-
dreds of small producers throughout the
country at the customer’s request.”

Those involved in the project depend
upon the quality they make, as well as
the innovative shapes.

“We now deal with three handicrafts-
men, telling them the sizes and shapes
the traders want. We help them with the
ideas,” Jabber added. “Yemeni handi-
crafts are handmade from local materials
and then refined into unique products
with skill and creativity. Most of them
are still undiscovered outside of Yemen,
so we’re trying to market their goods
outside Yemen to give them the chance
for more gains.”

A second batch of nearly 900 pieces
was exported to Switzerland last month,
with the approximate $1,400 in profits
going directly to Yemeni handicraftsmen.

“We’re working to identify and pro-
mote unique products produced by small
and micro-businesses and social organi-
zations with the goal of expanding the
country’s domestic and international
trade. The program also aims to give
advice on how to improve their business-
es regarding production methods, quality
control, marketing and product design in
order to make Yemeni products more
attractive to export markets,” Jabber
explained.

The startling contrast of brown bricks
and qamariyyas is eye-catching in the
sunlight, but during an evening stroll,
one will be amazed that the qamariyyas
sparkle in the darkness like multicolored
jewels.

Qamariyyas are unique because they
reflect several colors of light at once,
whether used to decorate buildings or as
antiques.

The qamariyya shapes are made of
gypsum and then poured onto a silicone
board. Colored glass that’s been cut to
take a particular shape is affixed onto the
gypsum mold. Afterward, the craftsman
polishes it.

Qamariyyas used to decorate Yemeni
houses and affixed mostly above window
frames and doors are made of gypsum.

“The materials used to make
qamariyyas are very simple. We mix
them with water and put them either on a
large board or on the wall. We cut the
gypsum according to the shape. We affix
the colored glass onto the surface and

carve until we reach the surface of the
colored glass affixed at the front. The last
step is polishing the qamariyya,”
explains Mohammed Hussein Jamra.

The origin of the name qamariyya is
up for debate, but it’s certainly a name
reflecting its beauty.

“In fact, there’s no accurate evidence
for calling it a qamariyya. However,
some people think it comes from the root
of the Arabic word for moon. The reason
behind naming it after the moon is the
way the colored glass penetrates the
moonlight and reflects the colored light
inside houses, especially in the past,
when people had no electricity. Others
think the term qamariyya comes from
qumrya, a beautiful woman,” explains
Hussein Mahdi.

Regarding the qamariyya’s size,
Mahdi adds, “It depends on the cus-
tomers’ request and where it will be
placed. Qamariyyas actually are affixed
above window frames, doors and in the
space between two windows. There are
various shapes and designs – some are
rectangular, semi-circular, circular,
square or other shapes.”

The Small Micro-Enterprises
Promotion Service has numerous pro-
grams, of which the handicrafts program
is one. It launched in 2004 as a sub-
sidiary of Yemen’s Social Fund for
Development. Several product groups
have been classified for promotion: bas-
kets, natural fiber items, textiles, dresses,
silver jewelry, metalwork, pottery, deco-
rative items, window decorations,
incense, myrrh, recycled crafts, furniture,
natural cosmetics, medicine and mocha
coffee.

Innovative forms of qamariyya to Europe:
Age-old qamariyya prove popular

By: Abdulwahed Abdullah
For Yemen Times

TT he portraits of German
artist Marianne Manda
depict the affect Arab cul-
ture has had on her. The lat-
est two-week exhibit closed

last week in Aden and it concerned an
enduring legacy: Arabic calligraphy.

Manda’s describes her work as hidden
messages in color and drawings.

“Each portrait consists mostly of
eight layers. Once the first layer is
drawn and painted, I draw the second
layer over it with different. Accordingly,
I need eight days to paint a portrait,” she
explains.

Named “Secret Messages” these por-
traits are a series of color etchings of
Arabic calligraphy. Individually repre-
sented, each letter has its own designs
and drawings.

Although Manda has no background
in Arabic calligraphy, she has success-
fully come closer to the Arabic culture
and calligraphy through her extended
stays in Arab countries. She noted when
describing her art form, “I consider my
work fine art.”

One plainly perceives the various lay-
ers in the drawings. These portraits are
like excavations where you remove
layer after layer to discover the secrets
of its beauty and the messages within
the art.

Viewers showed amazement at
Manda's innovative style. Hady Al-
Awlaqi, a doctorate of history at the
Aden University said, “The exhibit is
very exciting in terms of color harmony.
I think she adds something new to the
world of art. No one paints the way she
does.”

The merger of colors and drawings in
her portraits and the dappled effect of
the pictures are mysterious for some
viewers. Jordanian graphic designer
Eyad said, “Once we follow the letters
and words that are artistically formed,
we need to spend some time analyzing
the meaning of the whole word.”

One of Manda’s plans includes a por-
trait of the spectacular views found in
Yemen. It is scheduled be about 12m
wide and 3 m long.

“My painting will represent the stone
engraved roses and grass mostly found
in excavations sites. Excavations usual-
ly reflect what remains of the living
things yet they actually symbolize life.
They indicate something, that at one
time, was alive,” Manda explained. The
other plans involve travel to the United
Arab Emirates and Oman to present her
art and, “On the April 19 I will be hon-
ored in Salzburg for my works”.

German born Marianne Manda stud-
ied Painting and Graphic Art in Munich.
She draws for the German Institute of
Archaeology in Yemen. Manda balances
life between Salzburg, Austria and
Crater, Aden. She first came to Yemen
19 years ago. Aden has become her sec-
ond home during the winter months.
Impressed with both Aden and the
nation she states, “Although people here
are very poor, they are very good.”

The one place she finds irresistible in
Yemen is Mount Shamsan saying, "I’ve
climbed it four times!”

Manda’s Portraits: Secret Messages

Qamariyyas are traditionally used to decorate buildings, and more recently
as antiques. s

The splendor of such antiques is to
reflect the candle’s light. They are
used in Christmas as well as in
birthdays, Jabber stated.

Each portrait consists mostly of
eight layers, the last layer is one of
Arabic letters.

Manda describes her works as exca-
vations where you remove         layer
after layer to discover the secrets of
its beauty and the messages within.

Renowned Yemeni poet commemorated

Portrait of the Yemeni poet Hussein
Al-Mehdar.
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By: Al-Migdad Dahesh Mojali
& Nawal Zaid

PP eople talk about cleanness and
dirtiness and their respective
impacts on the environment,
as well as the budget and
government expenditures on

cleaning the nation. However, they rarely
want to discuss the difficult circumstances
and life stories of most city street
cleaners.

Unfortunately, those who clean the
streets and take the rubbish from in front
of our houses are always in danger and
exposed to numerous skin and respiratory

diseases without any care paid by the
state.

“I constantly have a fever due to being
in the sun all day. I also suffer skin
diseases, especially on my hands,”
complains 40-year-old street cleaner
Abdullah M. Sa’eed.

Mohammed Obad, 30, comments, “I
suffer from asthma because of the dusty
air I inhale while sweeping the streets.”

Omar Abdu Khalil, 23, explains, “I
have tuberculosis and when I sweep the
street, I feel strong inflammation in my
chest. Consequently, I stay at home many
days without payment. If I work, I feel
sick, but if I stay home, I’ll have nothing
to give my children.”

Women and girls also experience their
share of diseases, as 18-year-old Nujoud
Al-Khamisi describes, “I experience
constant hypersensitivity in my eyes and
nose. I’m sometimes affected by allergies
on my hands and, as a result, I rub them
until they bleed.” She adds, “Because of
working in the cold weather, my bones
ache strongly.”

Economic situations play an important
role in the decline of health and
dissemination of diseases among street
cleaners. Sa’eed notes, “My salary is YR
15,000 and YR 3,000 overtime, but the
problem is that I can’t meet all of my
family’s needs. Consequently, my family
and I suffer malnutrition, as well as other
diseases.”

Al-Khamisi describes her situation, “I
make YR 20,000, which goes for house
rent and trivial amounts of food for us.
Consequently, I have no money to buy
medicine or good food or fruit. Believe it
or not, I’ve never gone to a doctor.”

Dermatologist and allergist Dr.
Mohammed Ali Al-Shami was surprised
when asked about the most common skin
diseases among street cleaners, saying,
“It’s difficult to say which diseases affect

street cleaners because I’ve never treated
any of them.”

He continued, “However, generally
speaking, many factors contribute to skin
diseases, such as skin color, environment
and economic situations. We know that
street cleaners’ economic situations are
bad and their environment is polluted;
therefore, they’re exposed to infections
like hepatitis and allergic conjunctivitis.”

Most street cleaners work eight to 12
hours a day, beginning at around 7 a.m. or
earlier and finishing during the afternoon.
They may work overtime and on
weekends after public events, such as
official holidays. Working outside every
day of the year – whatever the weather –
the work of street cleaners is active,
involving walking, bending and lifting.
However, while carrying out these
activities, street cleaners don’t have
protective clothing, such as waterproof
clothing, overalls, gloves and high-
visibility jackets.

Jamal Juhaish, general manager of the
Capital Secretariat’s cleaning project,
says, “Many street cleaners are affected
by skin and respiratory diseases as a result
of being in a polluted environment, while
others have lost body parts due to car
accidents.”

Sana’a University associate professor,
Dr. Ahmed Al-Hammami, a
bronchoscopy specialist, explains, “As a
result of the polluted and dirty
environment where they spend most of
their time, street cleaners are exposed to
infections like bronchitis, asthma, tetanus
and hepatitis.”

Many government employees are
provided health care, medical insurance
and, sometimes, financial aid during
illness; however, street cleaners don’t
receive any health care or financial
assistance to help them when going to the
hospital.

Mohammed Nasser, 34, describes, “I
lost my leg in a car accident, after which I
spent much time and money. However,
the administration only gave me YR
10,000, which is nothing because the
treatment cost approximately YR
70,000.”

Abdulaziz Yeslam 28, recounts, “I lost
my hand in a machine while working, but
the administration gave me only a
month’s medical leave. They then
transferred me to an administrative
position within the cleaning project
because I can’t work as a street cleaner
anymore.”

Street cleaners who work around
hospitals are more exposed to infection by
virulent diseases like AIDS and hepatitis
than other cleaners are; however, they
receive neither health care nor financial
aid. Some employees even provide their
own protection.

“My colleagues and I work near a
hospital. We realize that hospital waste
contains broken glass, sharp instruments,
needles and contaminated blood, but our
administration doesn’t give us gloves or
socks, so we buy them ourselves in order
to protect ourselves,” 22-year-old Ayman
Najeeb explains.

Not only is Ministry of Health careless
about the health of street cleaners, it also
is careless about the health of the cleaning
project’s administration, where neither
cleaners nor administration employees are
subject to periodic physical checkups to
protect against the prevalence of diseases.

“We’ve never been subjected to
physical checkups since we began this
work,” notes Ayesh Ali.

Juhaish agrees with most of the
cleaners’ complaints, commenting,
“Honestly, neither street cleaners nor we
receive health care or physical checkups
and it’s the same with those cleaners
around hospitals.”

Regarding the administration’s aid for
the sick or those who’ve had accidents, he
says, “I admit that some street cleaners
have had accidents wherein some lost
hands and others lost legs. However, we
grant an open-ended holiday until they
recover and even take over their treatment
expenses. Once they return to work, we
don’t let them work as street cleaners but
rather as guards or any other position
suitable to their physical and health
conditions.” 

As a result of the extreme poverty and
although they are below the working age,
many young boys and girls join the street
cleaning project in order to earn their
livelihood despite the modest salary
earned in proportion to their efforts. In
order to secure their acceptance, they pay
the supervisor many thousands of riyals
because the supervisor is in charge of
employing street cleaners.

One administration manager who

asked to remain anonymous remarked,
“There are many underage street cleaners,
particularly ages 13 and 14. Despite this,
they are accepted into the cleaning project
and work like the other street cleaners. I
think they do it out of extreme poverty
because many have nothing to eat.”

He mentioned the administration’s aid
offered to those street cleaners affected by
disease, saying, “The administration gives
them money, but if treatment costs exceed
YR 10,000, they won’t give anything.”

Juhaish points out, “According to
Yemeni law, the working age is 16. We
accept [the underage children] because
their ages on their identification cards are
over 16; therefore, I have no justification
to reject them. Actually, the district
supervisor is in charge of employing
street cleaners. Sana’a is divided into
districts, each with its own supervisor
responsible for everything in that district,
including street cleaners.”
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By: Yemen Times Staff

TT he majority of countries in
the world use the DNA test
as absolute evidence of
paternity, and in forensic
medicine. Yet, in Yemen,

DNA testing isn't used at all, despite the
crucial need for it.

"Unfortunately, we don't have a
laboratory for testing DNA in Yemen,
although we need it. But it is planned for
the coming years. We sent some students
to the Faculty of Medicine in order to
have a primary course, and then they will
travel to Germany to study forensic
medicine. Inaugurating the laboratory is
planned at the time of the graduation of
these students," said Mohammed Saleh
Al-Hamdani, the general manager of the
administration of criminal evidence.

But the existence of the laboratory
will not change anything as long as the
judiciary doesn't consider the DNA test
as an absolute evidence of paternity. 

Abdullah Al-Ansi, judge of personal
affairs, said that the judiciary may use

the DNA as sub-evidence in testing
paternity. 

"Yes, we can use DNA in the lawsuits
related to the denial of paternity, but as
sub-evidence and not absolute evidence
because the infant is traced back to his
father by two things only: the marriage
contract or the confession of the father
that the infant is his own. We can use the
DNA as evidence of paternity but only
when accompanied by other evidence." 

"We can't use DNA as absolute
evidence because of Islamic law. All of
the personal affairs' rulings are derived
from Islam, and Islam doesn't consider
DNA as evidence of paternity," said Badr
Al-Jamrah a student in the Supreme
Institute of the Judiciary.

"Although I'm convinced that DNA is
an absolute evidence of paternity, and
the Yemeni law doesn't prevent the
judiciary from using it, I can't rule that in
a lawsuit." Al-Jamrah added.

In the lawsuit of Mohammed Adam,
the Sudanese guard who worked in a
morgue at the Faculty of Medicine and
killed many women, the police needed

DNA testing to identify
the bodies of the victims,
but the judiciary's
decision wasn't based on
the DNA test.

"Because Yemen
doesn't have a laboratory
for DNA testing, Yemen
sent parts of the dead
bodies to Germany for
DNA testing in order to
identify the bodies and
to find the criminal," Al-
Hamdani said.

The DNA test helps
immensely in identifying
people and in forensic
medicine. Explaining the
significance and the uses
of DNA, Dr. Al-Hamadi
said, "Recent
developments in
recombinant DNA
technology offer specific tools in human
gene-disease mapping and forensic
applications. The forensic analysis of
DNA may be the most significant

advance in solving modern
crime and enforcement law.

DNA can simplify the
identification of an
individual based on
molecular evidence left at
the scene of a crime, such
as a drop of blood, a semen
stain, human body
remnants or even a single
hair," Dr. Al-Hamadi added.

"The DNA can be coding
DNA which carries the
heredity from parents to
their offspring, and non-
coding DNA which forms
the largest portion of DNA.
It seems that the non-
coding DNA isn't
responsible for heredity, but
has the characteristic of
never being the same in two
individuals," Dr. Al Hamadi

said. 
DNA's significance isn't restricted to

transferring heredity from the parents to
their offspring and detecting criminals,

but also includes mapping genetic
diseases and gene therapy.

"DNA is used in mapping genetic
diseases and gene therapy, so that it is
possible now to detect the gene
responsible for a certain disease, such as
breast cancer, sickle cell anemia,
polycystic disease, leukemia and others.
The recent advances in molecular
genetics made it possible not only to
discover the diseased gene, but also to
replace this gene by a normal one
extracted from a normal human."

DNA is also used in plant and insect
genetic engineering.
“DNA is used to modify the genes of
crops, vegetables and fruits in order to
develop the quality of these products, but
the safety of the use of such products is
still unknown. Genetic modification for
plants to compete against certain pests
and insects had proved highly effective,"
explained Dr. Al-Hamadi.

The study clarified the significance of
using genetic engineering in Yemen
where it stated:

"There is still an urgent need to
develop guidelines for their safe
application and to control the impact of
the modification operation on human
health and agro-biodiversity. These
deficiencies, combined with the
unavailability of policy and legislative
framework for regulating biotechnology
and biosfaety issues, are likely to cause a
high level of risk on the country's fragile
ecosystems and economic species.”

Decoding DNA: Why Yemen lags in testing?

Street cleaners want medical privileges

Dr. Nabeel Al-Hammadi

street cleaners’ salaries aren’t enough for their basic needs.

Cleaners buy their own gloves to avoid
diseases.

DNA helix

URGENT – SECOND TIME
Vacancy Advertisement

An immediate vacancy exists at the World Bank Office in Sana’a for a
Program Assistant.

The applicant is expected to meet the following requirements:
•    Have three-five years of office work experience including administrative 

and logistical support.  
•    Have excellent command of verbal and written Arabic and English.
•    Have computer aptitude and proficiency with internet including ability 

to retrieve information from various sources.
•    Have excellent interpersonal, communication and organizational skills.
•    Be a committed team player able to work in a multi-cultural environment. 
•    Have flexibility to absorb ad hoc tasks and work under pressure.

The incumbent will perform the following duties:

•     Provide primarily assistance to the implementation of the unit’s work 
program including some specialized support, including filing both 
electronically and hard copies, editorial assistance, basic interpretation/ 
translation etc.

•     Independently prepare correspondence and working documents and proof
read materials using proper grammar, punctuation and style in Arabic and 
English.

•     Use computer applications for processing and formatting variety of texts   
including charts, graphs and spreadsheets.

•     Coordinate schedules and assist in preparation of events and activities.
•     Participate in developing project/product timelines and participate in 

mission work as required including field activities 
•     Interact with different clients including government officials, external 

organizations and internal institutional units.

For full consideration, please send by e-mail your letter of application accom-
panied by the CV before March 2, 2007 to   WBYemen@worldbank.org

AN ENERGETIC / AMBITIOUS PERSON FOR
MANAGEMENT TRAINING IN AN
INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM INSPECTION
COMPANY WITH AN OFFIC IN YEMEN .
THIS PERSON WILL BE A YEMEN NATIONAL
WITH A GRADUATION IN ENGINEERINC OR
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION OR HOLD A
MASTERS OR CHIFF OFFICERS
CERTIFICATE WITH TANKER EXPERIENCE
OR HAVE PETROLEUM
INSPECTION / REFINERY EXPERIENCEAT
MANAGEMENT OR SUPERVISORY LEVEL
GOOD COMPUTER SKILLS AND SPOKEN
AND WRITTEN
ENGLISH IS REQUIRED.
PLEASE SEND YOUR CV TO
P.O. BOX 3025
LITTLE ADEN – REP. OF YEMEN

URGENTLY REQUIRED Announcement
Invitation  to  Tender for the  Supply

and  Delivery  of  Two  
Twin  Screw  Fast Pilot  Launches

Yemen  Port  Authority  ( Port  Of  Aden )  intends
to  announce  for  the  above  tender .

The  tender document  is  available  to  bidding
companies  at  a  cost  of  US$ 150.00

Quotations  are  to  be  submitted  on 28 th  March
2007.

For  collection  of  tender  document  or  more
information ,  please  contact :-

YPA – Head  Office , 
Tawahi – Aden ,
Tel :           967- 2 – 202669   /  204538
Fax :          967- 2 -  205805  /   201541 
Email : ddg@yemen.net.ye 
and ypaplanning@y.net.ye



A privet high-
school ;looks for an
english-section Math
& Physics teacher for
highschool grades -
call 733214877

Y e m e n
International School
seeks following
teachers. Primary

English teacher grd.
1-4, maths teacher
grds 5-8, secondary
Arabic teacher.
Music teacher
(Eng/Ara skills) At
least 5yrs experience
for each.
Send CV’s to 422506

Sabri Mohammed,
has diploma in com-
puter programming,
more than one year
experience in ship-
ping felid, three
years experience
working as restau-
rant in-charge,
excellent English.
Contact: 733577556 

Khalid Hussein,
Diploma in Arabic

language, 5 years
experience in teach-
ing Arabic in several
foreigners and
Yemeni schools,
Diploma in computer,
English courses.
Contact: 777846328

Mahmoud Ahmed,
B.C in commerce &
economics, diploma
in computer. English
(spoken and written),

typing skill in both
English and Arabic.
Experiences in
administration, secre-
tarial, marketing,
translation, journal-
ism,
Contact: 711461682

A Yemeni,  28
years, has 3 years
experience in sales,
knowledge in com-
puter, speaks Arabic
and English.
Contact: 734300507

Ali Mofleh,
Bachelor of law good
in English, 8 years
experience in comput-
er (application &
maintenance)
Contact: 777022536

Essam Ramadan
(BTEC GNVQ
Business Advanced)
England, fluent in
Arabic and English,
six years exp. in office
work and A dmin.
able to use windows
and MS-Word & MS-
Excel & the Internet,
looking for job in
Business.
Contact: 771928534

Mohammed Al-
Assadi, High School
graduate, speak

English and French.
Basic knowledge in
computer preparation
(ICDL), seeks a suit-
able job .
Contact: 734156789 -
711191793

Teacher special-
ized in both Arabic
and English, willing
to give private
tuitions for all levels.
Contact Sulyman no:
733946335

A b d u l h a k i m ,
Experienced HSE
looking for job, 14
years in the field.
Contact: 711403585

Morad Abu Arijal -
Bachelor chemistry-
computer - courses in
English - training in
ministry of Oil and
mineral and
Metrology & Quality
- experience in Sales.
Contact: 777678494

Specialist teacher
in both languages
Arabic and English,
wants to give(private
lessons), For all levels
(suitable prices).
If you want Contact:
Sulyman. No:
733946335

M o h a m m e d

Ibrahim: Teacher for
giving private lessons
from grade 3 to 5,
Mathematics and
English only.
Contact: 733683079

Sudanease teacher
of Science (Biology
& Chemistry)  with
more than 14 yrs
e x p e r i e n c e .
University graduate,
Arabic or English
media communica-
tion, seeking job.
C o n t a c t :
711109011

For lease, apart-
ments consist of

two, three and four
rooms with two baths,
kitchen, hall and bal-
cony situated at Taiz
St., beside Al-Qimah
Hall, Zira’a St. and
Al-Jamyah Zone.
Please, call: 210516,
777728102

For rent, small villa
in Hadda, 2 bed
rooms,  2 bath rooms,
liv. room, dining,
kitchen, one car park-
ing. Monthly rent

$600. Ahmed
Muraisi: 733802855

Lovely 2 story
villa, Hadda, nice res-

idence for any family.
3 or 4  bed rooms. 4
bath rooms, large
rooms, liv.room fami-

ly T.VRoom, large
reception, garden,
$1,500 appointments
only Contact:

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domestic 
& international forwarding air & sea.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

Cargo ®∫s

Al-Nasim Travel &
Tourism. For domestic &
international air tickets with
price busters all airlines. 
Tel: 219890/ 270750
Alkumaim Trading Center
Hadda st.

Travels

Classifieds11

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 
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Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale Required  Available For Lease   For Hire/Rent  Job
Require  Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or
P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services. 

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)
International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.
Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.
Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.
Tel :        01-531221/531231
Fax:       01-531130
Hot line: 733030062   (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a –
Republic Of Yemen.
P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a – Republic Of
Yemen.
E-Mail:    m&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website:   www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Cargo
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Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center
Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
P.O Box: 5465

Ahmed Muraisi
Real Estate Rentals

Tel: 733802855
Hadda and Diplomatic Areas

Professional Real Estate Service 
New real estate service will be provided to
those who need it. 
•   R/E survey. Rental market or sales market for the 

past 5 yrs or more.
•   R/E Appraisals. Land, villa or buildings
•   R/E Consultancy.

Above services for dip.area, Hadda, Bait Bous, Al-
Asbahi, Artel and Q.Q.

•  Our fees to be Decided upon requirements.
•   Broker Held A R/E license from dept. of R/E. 

Calif, U.S.A
•   Trained and associated...w Century 21 R/E

Calif. U.S. 1980 - 1984
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Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All your needs All your needs 
under one under one roof.roof.
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Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
•  Packing/Land Transportation.
•  International door to door services.
•  Warehousing /Logistical planning.
•  Customs clearance/Local  

Visa/Documentation handling.
•  Real Estate Services.
•  Ticking Reservations & General  

Tourism Services.
•  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696
P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye
Website:
www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration
250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of
Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061,
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 
Egypt Air               273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa                     213400/219252
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030
Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2
CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958
Europ Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Rent a Car     Tel:  Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625 

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_   Sana’a: 01 -468305
Fax:+967-1-407419

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education               Tel:444553
NIIT Quality_ 
Computer Education  Tel. 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Sana’a: 441024/5,
Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders                    407905
World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 
Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital      Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246366/789

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000
Taj Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a
606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6                      Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 , 
Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,  Abyan:

604030
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874      Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668                            
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/
272962/43,      Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292,             Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux
Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 
Fax  370193

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433
International Turkish Schools     Sana'a        448258/9

Taiz       205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Al-Nasim Travel                                 270750
Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES

TRAVEL
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To particepate 
contact: 71200540

A vacancy has arisen for a Secondary Science teacher at a reputable school
based in Sana’a.

Skills required:
Fluency in English
Experience in physics and Chemistry teaching
Capable of teaching grades 7 to 10
Not older than 33
For more details details please contact us at the following numbers during
school times Saturday to Wednesday
every day from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
Tel: 01 - 447 544 Fax: 01- 447 545

Vacancy

 



By: Sa’eed Al-Batati
albatati88@yahoo.com

II t was like manna from heaven
when a new acquaintance said
he’d seen what’s thought to be
Moses’ staff and Joseph’s colorful
coat at the home of an old man in

an out-of-the-way village in Doan,
Hadramout governorate. Even though
the in-between valley district is my home
turf, I’ve never heard about the location
of the staff, let alone the fact that it was
within easy reach.

Several unanswered questions
cropped up: How and when did it arrive
here? Who brought it? Most importantly,
is it really Moses’ staff?

Biographers are united in the opinion
that neither Moses nor Joseph was buried
in Yemen, only touching on prophets like
Hud and Saleh.

As a journalist, it’s my job to chase
down stories whenever or wherever they
are. I was with some friends on a tour of
the Hadramout. Before hearing the news
about these sacred items, it wasn’t at the
top of our agenda to visit this place, but
once we learned of the staff’s location,
we made it our top priority.

A dense forest of palm trees rings the
rugged village of Boudhah nestled in a
knoll on the eastern side of Doan Valley.
Because the road is bumpy, an off-road
vehicle is best to reach it. Despite the
rough way, I comforted myself with the
thought that I’d soon see Moses’ magical
staff and Joseph’s colorful coat, which
would be a major scoop!

As soon as we got out of the vehicle,
we asked the Boudhah villagers about
the location of Sheikh Mutahar Abood
Ahmed Al-Amoudi, custodian of Moses’
staff. A septuagenarian yet strong-limbed
man took the initiative to lead us to Al-
Amoudi’s house.

With joy and anticipation, we climbed
a stone-paved street, passing through
narrow alleyways. By the time we got to
the top, we all were huffing and puffing,
as well as marveling at how our guide
moved with such a spring in his step.

Before us was an impressive lime-
covered mansion with two cannons in its
façade, a testament to Al-Amoudi tribe’s
power in the past.

A bearded man, who we later learned
was the sheikh’s assistant-keeper,
received us with warm hospitality and
took us to the living room on the first
floor. Al-Amoudi kept us waiting in the

well-carpeted room for nearly a half
hour, while the marvelous staff was the
centerpiece of our speech.

After keeping us waiting for so long,
the sheikh made it very dramatic, send-
ing his assistant many times, possibly to
ensure that we weren’t going to snatch
the items from him. As we neared the
end of our ropes, the assistant called to
us, “The sheikh is ready to meet with
you.”

Climbing more stairs to reach Sheikh
Al-Amoudi’s room, we entered a well-
appointed room with wooden columns
and pillars. A nonagenarian and an
imposing man wearing traditional
Hadrami clothes was sitting in the corner
of the room, welcoming us with his ear-
to-ear grin.

Apparently hearing-impaired, he
asked us to repeat our questions many
times as we pumped him for more infor-
mation about the staff. As we took our
places in the room, I immediately got to
the point, telling him the purpose of our
visit. “Yes, you’ll see the staff, but you
must bear in mind that Allah is the
Creator and he makes all things benefit
or harm you,” he replied with a shrinking
voice, directing his assistant to bring the
staff and the coat, which were kept in a
steel box.

The assistant first brought the three-
cubit staff, the tip of which was made of
whitish brass tinged with silver.
Undoubtedly, the wood used to make it
was very interesting, as one can imagine
that from Moses’ time until today, it had
survived all kinds of weather and cli-
mates and crossed the Red Sea to reach
the Hadramout and then into the rugged
region of Boudhah.

I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw
the fascinating staff, which was once in
Moses’ hands and now was in mine! The
staff smelled sweet and much use had
left a black smudge along the staff – one
could feel how the staff was weathered
by touch.

My inner feeling was that I had
touched the staff Allah had prescribed as
one of the miracles to go up against the

Egyptian Pharaoh – and now it belongs
to us in the Hadramout!

Apart from the staff was a cube-
shaped bundle of cloth tucked inside a
green velvet cloth also shrouded in mys-
tery. The cloth’s presentation was fasci-
nating, as the mixture of deep yellow
satin along with green satin made for an
astonishing combination.

Al-Amoudi claimed that inside the
bundle was the coat that Joseph’s envi-
ous brothers showed his father as proof
that he had been killed by a wolf.

We were allowed to touch the staff,
but when we tried to see what was inside
the cloth bundle, the sheikh vehemently
refused and held it tightly. “Our ances-
tors wouldn’t have had the guts to open
the cloth, so why do you want me to dare
and open it?” he said angrily. We didn’t
know what to do except accede to his
wishes.

But how did he get the staff and coat?
“We got them from Morocco. They were
in the possession of a Moroccan Muslim
man called Shaib Abu Madian hundreds
of years ago. Before his death, he direct-
ed in his will that the staff and coat be
sent to Fagiah Al-Mugadam (an Islamic
authority living Tarim in the seventh
century according to the Islamic calen-
dar) in Hadramout,” he explained.

Regarding the staff’s authenticity,
Sheikh Al-Amoudi welcomes experts to
come examine the staff and see for them-
selves the truth of his claim.

The sheikh explained that after Abu
Madian’s death, another one took the
staff and coat and headed toward the
Hadramout. “The staff traveled via Iraq
and then reached Mecca, where the man
became sick. He pledged to continue his
trip if he recovered from his illness;
however, he died and so another man
took the staff and traveled to the
Hadramout,” he recounted.

After a long journey, the staff reached
Mugadam’s hands in Tarim. Sheikh
Sa’eed Al-Amoudi, an Islamic scholar
living in the seventh century according
to the Islamic calendar and an ancestor
of Sheikh Mutahar Al-Amoudi, was one
of Mugadam’s students in Tarim.

Because Sheikh Sa’eed Al-Amoudi
was such an outstanding student,
Mugadam gave him the two items in
order to honor him. Sheikh Sa’eed Al-
Amoudi died and was buried in Doan;
thus, the staff and coat transferred to his
heirs.

The elderly sheikh claims to know
quite a lot about Al-Amoudi clan,
believed to be descended from the son of
the Prophet Mohammed’s (pbuh) first
caliph, AbuBakr Al-Sideeq. Because of
the honorable position the clan has, the
coat and staff came into Sheikh Sa’eed
Al-Amoudi possession and he is now the
sole heir of the staff and property.

However, he admits that the staff has
caused irreconcilable differences within
his family. “The staff came into our pos-
session after much conflict. These items
have been with us for 27 years,” he adds.

For those seeking blessings from the
staff, he instructs, “Your faith in Allah
should be strong, then run your eyes
along the staff while reading special
verses from the Qur’an.”

According to the sheikh, many people
have visited and interviewed him.
“Today, a group from the U.K. and East

African countries studying at Dar Al-
Mustafa in Tarim came and saw the staff
and the coat.”

Although the number of visitors is
increasing daily, Al-Amoudi isn’t mak-
ing money off of it, which causes many
of those I interviewed to trust his word.
Asked whether non-Muslims may see
the staff, he replied, “No, no it’s not per-
missible for them to visit me.”

Al-Amoudi refuses the suggestion to
hand over the staff and coat to a muse-
um, declaring, “We’ll die behind it! We
won’t allow anyone to take it from us!”

Sheikh Mutahar Al-Amoudi’s heirs
will inherit custody of the items upon his
passing.

Word has it that Moses’ staff actually
was 10 cubits long; however, in any
event, it seemed to be an interesting
story, which I leave for the readers to
decide.

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper.
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Used Cars
for Sale

Second-hand BMW
and Land Rover

are available 

Al-Rowaishan showroom,
Hadda Street, Sana�a Tel: 401447

Moses’ staff and Joseph’s coat – in Yemen?

Sheikh Al-Amoudi says he’d rather
die than allow anyone to take the
sacred staff and coat from his family.

Shrouded in mystery, we were allowed to touch the staff, but when we tried to
see what was inside the cloth bundle, the sheikh vehemently refused and held
it tightly.

An African of Yemeni origin traveled
all the way to touch the cloth and
was overjoyed at the opportunity.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye
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