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Journalists show Criminal Investigation head
: : . Interrogated over rape case
solidarity with Al-Magaleh | i

By: Mohammed bin Sallam front of his house this past Sunday. Theyhey also criticized government fomen
also denounced recent assaults on-jouing against journalists over covering the

SANAA, March 14 — Dozens of jour nalists, together with violations of their Sa’ada events, considering such ste
nalists and political activists gatheredrights. dangerous setback threatening both press
Wednesday at the Sana’a-ba¥etheni They further stressed the importanceand general freedoms. -
Journalists Syndicate to show their soliof restoring the spirit of solidarity among They also showed solidarity with the(r ;
darity with  Socialist journalist them and hunting those involved incolleagues at Marib Press, who hayve = =
Mohammed Mohammed Al-Maqgaleh, attacks against their colleagues. been threatened many times, and further 4
who was subjected to threat of physical Likewise, the journalists condemneddenounced blocking the Shoura.net wel
elimination for his pro-Houthi writings. accusing Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwani, edi- site, indicating that such a step is a-cqn
The congregators denounced theor-in-chief of the Public Forces Unian’ tinuation ofYemen'’s totalitarian past an
threatening of their colleague Al- Shoura.net, of Houthism, a charge waan offense to its democratic experience.
Magaleh by a group of armed men indirected at him by an official web site. Continued onpage3

sa’ ada CcO nfro ntati ons expan d Anisa and two children in the attorney office.

By: Nisreen Shadad ried at twelve years old and had two

S al e h reje CtS H 0O uth | ne Otl atl on children. She was accused of killing her
J g SANAA — 13 March. The prosecu- ex-husband and arrested in 2003, but
tion interrogated Rizq al-Jawfi, the after several weeks she was cleared
By: Yemen Times Staff other areas to back théemeni army in various Yemeni areas recently enlisted head of the Criminal Investigation Unit, because of a lack of evidence against
their war against Houthis, who belong toand were deployed to participate in thetwo weeks ago in connection with theher. While imprisoned Al-Shuaibi was
SAADA, March 14 — Informed tribal the Bakil,Yemen's second largest tribe. ongoing war in Sa’ada against Houthi Anisa Al-Shuaibi law suit. Anisa Al- abused and raped.
sources mention that théemeni army  Aleshteraki.net revealed last Sundayoyalists. Most are underage and theyShuaibi was accused of kidnapping and When Rizq al-Jawfi called to be
continues attacking Houthi areas inthat thousands of underage enlistees were given neveapons training. This vio| killing her ex-husband anavas subse- questioned, prosecutors interrogate
Sa'ada with mortars and Katyusha misincluding hundreds aged betweds and lates bothYemeni and international law quently imprisoned without a fair trial him without the presence of a-Shuaibi’s
siles, but without any direct offensives in16 — from acrossyemen have been and is considered by some internationakenduring harsh prison conditions befordawyers, “We want to ask him a lot of
order to avoid further losses among mili deployed to fight Houthis in Sa’ada, with organizations a stark violation of humanfinally being released after 48 days inquestions,” said  Abdul-Rahman
tary personnel. the source assuring that the same is truand children’s rights, in addition to being captivity. Al-Shuaibi was a soldier who Barman, al-Shuaibi’s lawyer from
Instead, authorities are using civiliansfor Houthis. listed among war crimes,” the web siteworked asa ginter in the Interior Allawo Corporation for advocates.
mobilized from theHashed tribe and  “Approximately 3,000 soldiers from reported. Continued onpage3 | Ministry for fifteen years. She was mar- Continued on page 3
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AR T Finally efforts for Yemeni women'’s rights pay off

Contracting & Commercial Agencies After years of struggle to eliminate all forms of discrimination Development-  Gender  Strategyin presence of His Excellency the

. . . . . Consequently, it approved a decree oMinister of Civil Service Mr Khaled
'Cuntracting agalnst women in Yemeni laws and practlcey,emenl women employment of women in the educa-Hamoud Al-Sofy.
W 0il services

development reached an important milestone todayThe tion sector in the governorates and In the event, participants highlighted
approval of the legal amendments of clauses which discrimi- rural areas, the establishment of WNGhe efforts to improve women's condi-
I Travel & Tourism
I Cargo

nated against women in the Yemeni laws is underway and thebranches in Say oun anq the valley otions by presenting a series of working
Hadramout, the application of the freepapers on issues of central value to

Supreme Council for Women has issued a number of decrees inmaternal delivery decree in all govern-women's development, such as educa-

SepuRlc of (aman cHadss S favour of women. mental health institutions, the tion, health and economic participa-
E-mail : zoa@y.net.ye approval of the training manual fortion. The working papers were dis-
gender budgeting, and the support ofussed and audience participation and
hmiﬁﬁi@ﬂW1ﬁ By: Rasha Jurhoom the cabinet on its regular meeting andvomen role in the developmentfeedback was encouraged. The discus-

The W Iil Tl. For Yemerilimes are on their way to approval by theprocess. sions included evaluation of the

e worid on lime Parliament. It even gets better, the The meeting came as the final stopvomen national strategy, report on
SANAA, March 13 — The celebration Supreme Council fotWomen on 12th in annual conference WNC held in cel-women status in 2006, women political

of women’s international day iremen March 2007, held a meeting in which itebration of Women'’s International Day participation, business women and

x couldn’t be happier. The amendment oflecreed a number of regulations tander the theme: “Law, an Institutionaltheir role in the society, free delivery

© twenty-seven discriminative laws, support women’s issues in Yemen.  Protection of Societies”. The two-dayand women reproductive health, gen-

Express which have been advocated by the The Supreme Council for Womenevent that took place on 10-11 Marchder budgeting in education. A number

Women National Committee (WNC) - discussed an analysis of the action plaB007, under the patronage of Hisof NGOs also participated by present-

SANAA Tel:440228/30 :laie the government machine to promoteof WNC for 2006, the Action Plan of Excellency, Mr Abdul Qader Ba- ing their experiences in enhancing

women'’s issues - and women groups iWNC for 2007, the evaluation of the Jammal, Prime Minister and Head ofwomen development.
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Around the Nation

ADEN

Street cleaners feel oppressed
March 13 — Aden street cleang
complained about inhumane treatm

Othman area opened fire on som
them last Friday evening, injuring o
cleanels foot.

The brother of Emad Sa'eed Ha
who was wounded,said they both
were performing their duties late in t

there was garbage in front of
restaurant. “We cleaned up all t
waste at his restaurant, but this did

Haza’s brother lamented.

Trade and Industry Chamber
deplores charges

March 13 — The Aden branch of t
Trade and Industry Chamber stron
denounced charges filed by t
Yemeni Council for Businessmen a
Investors against the chamiserapital
branch.

In a statement, the chamiseAden
Branch said, “The charges that f
YCBI attributes to the chambsr

It expressed solidarity with capit
branch employees, vowing to claim

unconstitutional clauses in the Sal
Tax Law

LAHJ

Teachers cease work over explosio
March 13 —Teachers have refraine
from working at Al-Abous distric§
Tab School for three months an
classrooms remain closed becaussg
identified group detonated a packs
of explosives in the school, damagi
it and intimidating its students, wh
number as many as 550.
After the incident, parents urgq
concerned authorities to punish f
perpetrators and prevent any arn
protests at the school. Lahj Gover
Abdulwahab Al-Durrah, directed th
chief of the security department to ta
whatever measures necessary
teachers to resume working, but s\
hasn't occurred.

SANA'A
Ba'ath Party marks 44th
Anniversary of
Glorious Revolution
March 12 — This past Saturday, t

44th anniversary of the MarcB

Glorious Revolution, which
constitutes a landmark in Syrian al
Arab history

In a statement, the leaders underscq
the radical changes in Syria usher
in a new stage, not only in Syrig
history, but also in the history of ti
entire Arab region. They also point

and aggressions
nations.

targeting Ar

Workshop on the national
children’s and youth strategy
March11— The Supreme Council fg
Motherhood and Childhood conclud
a two-day workshop Sunday on t

after a restaurant owner in AI-She;[h

evening when the owner alleged tlat ing killings, fatal shootings, violence,

satisfy him, so he opened fire on uf,

1

capital branch are false and baseleps

of their legal rights, namely cancelifg gnfessions from prisoners.

regional leadership of the Ba’ath Argb
Socialist Party inyemen marked the

to Syria’s pivotal role in facing plots

Profit increase for depositors
In Postal Saving Fund

eSANA‘A, 12 March — The percentage billion against YR 6 billions and YR
ng profits of depositors in the Postal870 millions respectively in 2005.
| "Saving Fund rose to YR 800 millions Murghem added the number of
" during 2006 against YR 600 millions accounts opened during 2006 reached
:Orecorded in 2005. These profits are con266,657, with an increase of 50,271
"“sidered the highest on record so far iccounts, an increase of 23 percent.
compared with commercial banksFurther, the balances of depositors rose
which deal in saving accounts, accordfrom YR 7.8 billionsin 2005 to YR 9.8
ing to Mohammed Murghem, the gen-billions in 2006.
eral manger of the General Authority of He concluded the number of post
Post and Postal Savings. offices, providing postal saving servic-
In the meantime, the total invest-es, increased to 169 offices covering the
ments amounted to YR 8 billions duringwhole republic during 2006 instead of
2006 with total interest reaching YR 1.2129 in 2005.

Open skies policy for
Investment companies

H"ADEN, 12 March — Themed "Open tal of Yemen.
# Skies", the General Authority for Civil  Many papers were presented during
Aviation and Meteorology organised athe workshop. A papdry the Aviation
“workshop on Sundayil March. The Authority, for instance, addressed the
Pwork shop was attended by the Ministeiissue of the general administration of
of Transport Omar Mohsen Al-Amodi, Aden Airport. Other papers dealt with
Aden Governor Ahmed Al-Kuhlani and the role of the Free Zone, Commerce
“other officials. Chamber and the General Authority for
According to Al-Amodi, liberalising Investment.
“access to Aden Airport's airspace falls Hamed Farj, the chairman of the
under the government's remit to imple-Aviation Authority, announced that all
~ ment resolutions and measures that airflights heading to Adenwould be
to liberate the skies across the republiexempted from fees. He further assured
“in order to cope with the latest industrythat this exemption period will be
* developments in air transport. He adde@xtended to six hours instead of three,
that the liberalisation of the skies overadding that they would provide all the
Yemen would help further developrequired facilities for companies wish-
"tourism and attract investments due tang to provide such services.
“the centrality of airports in Yemen's The workshojs recommendations
pro-government |oqistics and transport infrastructure.  included reconsideration of current
For his part, Al-Kuhlani expressedfuelling fees, evaluation of the quality
s happiness with the openingf services available to airlines and sup-
den’s skies to international aviationplying additional facilities for customs
tressing the positive benefits thatand security to help increase the num-
would follow such as attracting further ber of passengers and cargo thus boost-
investment to Aden, the economic capiing imports and exports.

SabaFon distributes Big Contest

Awards ‘Scratch and Win’ Cards

Arbitrary arrests, prolonged detention
common in Yemen, report says

illnesses both for committing and notment selected what items would |

committing crimes, imprisoning them covered in news broadcasts, often 1

SANAA, March 14 — In its annual with criminals and without providing permitting broadcasts critical of th

report on human rights, the U.S. Statéhem adequate medical care. government.

Department has highlighted human The report further noted that despite Several web sites also were block

rights violations in several developingthe law, arbitrary arrests and prolongediuring last Septembisrelections. “The

countries, including’emen. detention without charge or, if charged,Yemeni government limited what inter
Entitled, “Country Reports on without a public preliminary judicial net content itgitizens could access b

Human Rights Practices,” the reporthearing within a reasonable time, weraising commercially available filtering

e observed numerous violations, includ-common practices ilemen. technolog, in addition to controlling

It cited the example of human rightsits two internet service providers

is detentions, prison torture, corruption,activist Ali Al-Dailami, whom security TeleYemen (operators of YNET servig

he declining freedom of press and vio-authorities arrested as he traveled tes) and YemenNet, via the Ministry g

' lence against women. participate in a human rights event. Thélelecommunications.”

According to the reportYemeni activist was released from the PSO

security authorities employed prisonafter several days of torture. Rights violated

torture in a way running counter to “Members of Yemen’'s security The report further stated that son

both Islamic Sharia an¥emeni law. forces continued to arrest or simplyministries reportedly harassed tho

“Members of the Political Security detain individuals for varying periods NGOs critical of the government by

Office and Ministry of Interior police of time without charge, notification to delaying required procedures for ann

€ forces tortured and abused those itheir families, or hearing,” it said, not-al registration/licensing and vi

ly detention. Authorities used force dur-ing that approximately 100 oppositionbureaucratic funding criteria.

€ ing interrogations, especially againstsupporters and two opposition candi- “In some instances, the Yemeni go

hd those arrested for violent crimes,” thedates were arrested during lasernment reportedly registered a pr

report says, attributing the reasons foGeptembés election campaigns. government ‘clone’ version of a

such torture to police corruption and “Detainees often were unaware ofNGO, immediately recognizing th

pressure by superiors to produce conwhich agency was investigating themclone as the legitimate NGO and ther|
he Victions. and the agencies themselves frequentlyy preventingthe original NGO from

Police preferred nonphysical meth-complicated the situation by unofficial- renewing its registration under its ori

| . »0ds like sleep deprivation and threatdy transferring custodial authority of inal name,” the report added.

" of sexual assault as the primary form ofndividuals to other agencies. Security “Several NGOs reported being si
abuse in PSO prisons, the report addediprces routinely detained fugitives’ rel- gled out as ‘agents of foreign power
and torture was employed to obtainatives while the suspect was beingn pro-government media after publis

sought,” the report indicated. ing reports critical of the governmen
In addition to torture, prisoners were Other illegal security authority prac- During the yea Women Journalist

put in overcrowded prisons with poortices included searching homes and priwithout Chains, HOOD, the Aral
sanitary conditions, inadequate foodvate offices, monitoring telephoa Sisters Forum and the Observatory
and health care, and in some casesalls, reading personal mail and otherHuman Rights were all named as ‘fo

H  police officials “exacted bribes from wise intruding into personal matters foreign agents’ in

d prisoners to obtain privileges oralleged security reasons. media.”
refused to release those prisoners who “In other cases, detaining family There’s a widespread perception pfy
had completed their sentences untimembers continued while the con-corruption in every branch and level of 5

anfamily members paid them.” cerned families negotiated compensagovernment, the report said, and bgth

tion for the alleged wrongdoing government officials and parliamentaf-

9 lllegal detentions Arbitration and mediation by families, ians alike are presumed to benefit fro

'9 While authorities detained citizenstribesmen and other nongovernmentainsider arrangements and embezzle

0 without charges, powerful tribal figuresinterlocutors commonly was used toment. “Procurement was a regular

placed tribesmen in theprivate jails, settle such cases,” the report added. source of corruption in the executivie

d often without trial or sentencing branch and, thufar, only low-ranking

he “Tribal leaders misused the prison sysPress freedom limited officials had been prosecuted for car-

ed tem by placing ‘problem’ tribesmen in Additionally, the Yemeni government ruption,” it added.

or ‘private’jails, either to punish them for didn’t respect freedom of speech or According to the report, jobs an

e non-criminal acts or protect them frompress, with the report mentioning thatpositions were purchased Hyeir can-

ke retaliation. At times, such prisons werethe nation’s security apparatus threateidates, while many government offj-

,simply rooms in a tribal sheikh’ ened and harassed journalists to influeials received salaries for jobs they

house,"the report noted. ence press coverage. didn’t perform or multiple salaries fo
Authorities also arrested those with According to the report, the govern-the same job.

Quality Improvement in Further Education

SANAA, March 14 — The British nity, making accurate assessments dadttention in all Gulf Countries ove
Council and the Ministry of Technical learning, using student opinion andrecent years,” said Mr Gubari.
Education and Vocational Training will assessing the management of institu- “ALI have put together an excellent
be holdinga series of workshops on tions. The workshops will also include programme which will stimulate th

rs By: Yemen Times Staff
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Quality Improvement in Further actual observation of learning and feeddelegates and provide them with han s
- H H Ll H H 1 H 1 ” H 1’ " 4
Education in Sana’'a from 17 — 2lback to instructors, and interviewingon experience, explains D " u_u/@ﬁ!&%
March. The workshops will be attendedand feedback with college managers. Abdulsamad Haza'a, Dean of the ] G
by delegates from the Gulf States of “The purpose of the workshops,”Community College in Sana’a. D Al

hd Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, thesays Khadija Alsarhi, British Council Haza'a is pleased that his College wijll
United Arab Emirates and Saudi ArabiaProject Coordinator in Sana’a, “is tobe the subject of these workshops an

redas well as representatives fromprovidethe opportunity for delegates tohopes that the good practices explo

ng Morocco, lIraq, Syria and Jordan.experience first hand the practicalwill be of use to otherVocational

n Twenty Yemeni delegates will also beimplementation of quality control Training Colleges in Yemen.

e attending the workshops. processes on a college rather than just Tony Calderbank of the Britis

Council expressed his thanks to t

Sheikh H

(

amdan Al-Ahmar bétween the wi

.

nners.

eBy: YemenTimes Staf Mahfoudh Sa'eed commended the

Lbg  The workshops will be delivered atlook at the theory.”
Sana’a Community College by a spe- Abdulla Gubari, Deputy Minister for large number of people who have begn company’s cooperation and warm
cialist team from the UK’'s Adult Standards and Quality at the Ministryinvolved in putting the programme The Yemen Mobile Company, SabaFonreception as well as the speed with

b y continued distributing the Big Contestwhich the car was transferred into his

Awards ‘Scratch an@vin’ cards, which possession. He mentioned that he was
e the company offers to its subscribersgiven the car just after he submitted the
a The Big Contesfwards include seven total cards need for winning the car
al Land Cruiser Model 2006 cars, inSa’eed acknowledged that such facts
utaddition to 250 thousand other awardprove the credibility of the mobile
ecomprising scratch cards, cell phoneeompany and its respect for its
ndlines and mobile devices. All thesesubscribers. He praised SabaFon and

Learning Inspectorate and will focus onof TEVT believes that the workshopstogether. “It is an excellent opportunit]
the methods and techniques employedill provide an excellent opportunity for us to work with the Ministry of
to improve and maintain standards irfor the sharing of quality assuranceTEVT and the College in Sana’a,” h
an institute of further education such agxpertise and inspection techniquesaid. “I hope this programme will be
a Technical College or a Vocationalbetween colleagues from the regiorfruitful venture, assisting educationa
Training Centre. The workshops will and beyond. “The issue of vocationaland vocational co-operation througho
focus on a number of areas relatiog training and the establishing of robusthe region and further consolidating t
quality management including selfmeasures to maintain standards is astrong ties between the UK, Yemen a

;
bd
he

national children’s and youth strae:
The council’s
Nafisa Al-Jaifi, said the worksh
sought to gather notes from concer
authorities before presenting
stratey. These notes will be present
to donor countries at a March
workshop to discuss the strageg
Yemen'’s national children’s and you
strategy aims to reduce infant dea|
for those under age 5, increa
children’s disease services to cover
percent ofYemeni districts by 201d
increase school enrolment a
attendance and reduce the numbe
school dropouts.

TAIZ

Anam award committees meet
March 13 — Judging committees
the late Hayel Sa’eed Anamfsvard

Sa'eed Foundation for Science &
Culture.

The meeting was referred to i
statement by Faisal Sa'eed F&
general manager of the foundation 4
secretary-general of the award.

with the aim of making suitabl
decisions regarding granting or

secretary-general,

for Science and Culture are meeting
March 14 and 15 at the premises of Al

confirmed that the judges are meetjng

withholding the award in other areas.

prizes are awarded to those whdhe quality of service it provides
succeed in combining all the letterscustomers.
available on the scratch cards to Asked how haliscovered the golden
compose the car name, or to those letter, Al-Hesni said that he hadn’
who find a named prize award on thethought of the car, as it is difficult for
card. him as a farmer to buy a modern car like
Since the first winner Mohammed Ali the one awarded to himLike other
Al-Hassani, from Raima governorate,people, he hoped to win any e
was awarded the first car on 1JanyansabaFon prizes while scratchirige
2007, SabaFon has since awartled cards to recharge his accouhthile
Land Cruiser Model 2006 cars to two ofscratching the last card, he didn't think
its subscribers. The winners werethat he would win, but when he
Ahmad Mohammed Al-Hesni, 35, from scratched the card, he discovered the
Anis District, Dhamar governorate, golden letter ‘K’, which was needed to
who works as a farmer and Mahfoudhwin the top prize. The farmer pointed
Ali Sa’eed, 23, who works as out that initially his friends and
goldsmith and is frorffaiz governorate. acquaintances didn't believe he had
At the ceremony which was staged atvon, and that they remained doubtful
Al-Sab’een Park, Sheikh Hamdanuntil he arrived at the company, which
Abdullah Al-Ahmar, General Manager confirmed that he won a luxurious car.
of the Marketing and Sales Department Sheikh Hamdan Al-Ahmar, General
awarded the three winners with theirManager of the Marketing and Sales
anprizes in the presence of a large numbedbepartment at SabaFon called on all the
c of the company’s officials and workerscompany subscribers to participate in
and representatives of different media.the contest buy purchasing the cards

assessment, buildingquality commu- issue which has attracted growingthe Gulf States.”

> Watani Bank defendants sentenced to different termg

SANA'A, 13 March — OnTuesday the
State Security Specialized Penal Cour
issued its rulings on th&/atani Bank
case. The court sentenced the bank
h Chairman of the Board of Directors,.Dr
Ahmed Al-Hamadani, to two years in jail. f
hS |t also rejected the case raised by civi f
S€ claimants andentenced Tha'@hamlan,
50 Abdu  Al-Mahyub, ~Abdullah Ab
Khawlani and Naji Al-Ghader to eight- || !
nd month terms.
of The court also ordered the jailira e
Abdullah Al-Mazna'ei, BashiAl-Adimi W ﬂ}l{u}ﬂff
and Saleh Al-Yaf'ei for one year each bufll 1

— |
i e\
released Abdulelah Al-Mamari, Said iE

Shabih, a Pakistani national, and Hizan=
Al-Rub'u because of the period they have == e
already served in prison. betraying the confidence of investorstrol of the Watani Bank after it was
Prosecutor Khalid Al-Mawri told the They were also accused of mismanagingnable to repay the depositors and-ca
N9 media that they will appeal the judgmenthe bank to achieve their own personatelled the authority of the board of dire
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Al- pecause the rulings do not correspongnds and harming the development antbrs. Additionally the bank issued gen > 1 ) . .
Nd with the punishments dictated by the lawnational economy ofYemen in the eral notice to alYemeni banks to freezg For his _part, Ahm'o_ld AI-Hesnl_ many of wr_uch conta|_n 'ghe sp_ecnal
for such cases. The punishments mete@rocess. The indictment also charged ththe accounts of the members of t eexpressed his pleasure in winning bidetters required for winning prizes,
out by the prosecution ranged from thre@ccused individualof easing the squan Watani Bank's board of directors togetherprize. He thanked the company for itsparticularly the golden letter ‘K'. He
re, to ten years. dering of money for themselves and-othwith their relatives. Though some qf credibility, loyalty to and cooperation noted that four Land Cruiser Model
ind The prosecution accused nine memers as well as spending large sums alefendants left the country following th W|th.s.ubs.cr|bersz as well as praising thQOO_G_ cars are still waiting to be won in
Lie bers of the board of directors, includingmoney illegally to speculate on the stoclarrests, they were brought back y facilities it prowdes _for its \_/vorkers. gaddlthn to 250 thou;and other prizes
g chairman Al-Hamadani, together withexchange. They were also accused dhterpol after following forcible arrests “The company official received me including cell phone lines and mobile
L~ two employees from the tax authority ofhaving provided loans for prominent per by the Specialised Penal Prosecution. he:qrd!ally and congratulated me .fordeV|ces.These avyards, accordingAb
" squandering shareholders and depositorsonalities without any guarantees. prosecution also ordered forcible arregtswinning the car as soon as | submittechhmar, are waiting for all cell phone
funds amounting to YR 20 billions and The Central Bank ofvemen tooka of more than 50 debtors who owe thethe cards required for winning,” Al- line rental and prepaid system

h

decision on December 2005 to take -conWatani Bank more than YR 12 billions.| Hesni said. subscribers who wish to participate.
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Criminal Investigation

“We have the right to attend his interrogation;

court appearance.” “We were even forbidden
to see the report of investigation.” After al-
Jawfi attended the interrogation other jailors
are due to be questioned, “The General
Prosecution promised us that we could
attend the M D L iDt&1dgation,” said Barman.
The other accused officers in the Criminal
Investigation Unit are also scheduled to be
investigated in connection with the allegation.

Meanwhile, Al-Shuaibi receives death
threats against her children, “Not only that,

they called me a crazy woman and they try to

however, we were not informed of DO -BZ | kidnap my kids.” Everyday she fights a psy-

chological war; she FD Qeale her house,
her children are unable to go to school and
some of her neighbors harass her. “Some
women hired a house beside us to observe
us and throw stones at my home. Now

work, two women stopped me and asked me
where | was going. | left them and continued
on my way, however, they ran after me.” “I
have also recived death threats as | live with
al- Shuaibi,” al- Matari added. Now Al-Matari,
as well as al- Shuaibi, is under observation,
“Whenever we go out, unknown people or

WKH\«<YH OHIW DQG D QHZ QH lcars &R tbllswing usl” dlHNEataM isaid.  Al-

house, who knows who is behind them.”
Nabila al-Matari, a friend of al- Shuaibi,
lived with her for a time and now finds that,
“When going outside my home | find people
observing me as well. Once | was going to my

Shuaibi said, “The first meeting for me with
Al-Matari was at the bus stop. She related
her story to me and and it was identical to my
story. We both have no rights and our fate is
unknown. " “The biggest mistake | committed

in my life was working for the Security
Authority, working with them has made my life
unsafe,” she added. “And now, after a long
time of working with them, they fired me from
my job. They said we G R Qe&d you any-
more,” al- Shuaibi said.

“The prosecution as well as the Judge did
their best, however, the only obstacle the law
suit faces is the Security Authority,” said
Barman. “The Security authority must help
the other authorities to achieve stability in the
country, but in reality they are ordered to
attend but do not respond.”

The recent period has witnessed the
highest rates of threat, assault and
harassment against media personnel.
Further, media outlets have been banned
from covering news about 6 D <D Gvith
authorities considering any such coverage
as an act against Yemen, support for
Houthis and a service to their plans.

For their part, the Yemeni Socialist
Party general secretariat warned

Journalists show

authorities and security apparatuses on
Monday about returning to assignations
and physical elimination policies against
party leaders and staff.

In a press release, the secretariat
assured that what happened to Al-
Magaleh, a Central Committee member
and deputy head of the media department,
is within the context of aggressive
tendencies by some parties in the

authority against the Socialist party and its
staff.

The release maintained that, “The
authority is responsible for any delay in
hunting those armed men who threatened
Al-Maqaleh,” and demanded investigating
and trying the perpetrators who frightened
the M R X U Qfanily. ahd/reighbors.

The party added that the threat against
Al-Maqaleh comes within the context of

suppressive campaigns and terrorist acts
against Yemeni journalists with the aim of
silencing them about massive violations
against human rights and citizens.

It also stressed the importance of the
journalists syndicate, human rights
organizations and political parties showing
solidarity with each other to pressure
Yemeni authorities to bring to justice those
responsible for such violations.

The Yemeni government froze national
defense service many years ago, with recruit-
ment delegated to military unit leaders, who in
turn distributed them to sheikhs to improve
their status in their area and give sums of
money to H Q O L amikiel. V <

Media reports mentioned that during the
first 6 D <D @®dD in 2004, many army officials
contacted tribal sheikhs and influential individ-
uals, asking them to mobilize youth in their
areas to join Yemeni army forces in their war
against Houthi loyalists.

receive any salaries under the pretext that
their relatives Z H U HeQlistdd in the army or
on m D U Wégistties. A newly-enlisted Yemeni
soldier receives YR 12,000, or approximately
$60.

Enlistment centers opened

Al-Wahdawi newspaper reported sources as
saying that the state has opened several cen-
ters to receive those citizens willing to fight in
6 D «D @nd registered them among Yemeni
army forces. The paper added that hundreds
from Al-Ausimat, Al-Ahnoum and belonging to
the Hashed and Sufian tribes frequented the
four centers in preparation for deployment to

fronts.

“Four centers have been established for
this end in Khamer, Houth, Kharef and Harf
Sufian districts to receive tribal sons from Al-
Ashah, Qaflat Uther, Suwayer, Bani Sureem
and Theibin,” the source noted.

Promising enlistment in the army, these
centers distribute arms and munitions in return
for warranting enlistees taken from among
those registered, especially as many volun-
teers from the first batch fled with their arms
after many were killed or injured during the
past two weeks of battles with Houthis, the

Saleh rejects

source added.

Sheikh killed

In related news, local sources in Sageen dis-
trict assure that Sheikh Mohammed Farhan
Khattab and two of his escorts were killed
Monday during armed confrontations with six
Houthi loyalists.

According to Al-Sahwa.net, the clash
between Sheikh Khattab and the six Houthis
occurred Monday afternoon as the latter were
onboard a vehicle filled with foodstuffs head-

However, the families of those killed GL G Q ing to Bani Aurig Mountain. Khattab asked

them to disclose their identities; however, they
refused and began exchanging fire, which
resulted in killing the sheikh along with two of
his escorts and another three who were
injured.

Security sources mentioned on Tuesday
that nine citizens were killed and another six,
including a woman, were injured in the current
Z H HsNenfrontations between security forces
and Houthi supporters in + D M §1\dskhah
district. Three Houthis were injured while
attempting to open up a new front in Hajjah.

Further, eight Houthi backers were killed
earlier this week and another two injured;
however, sources G L Grgentdén any injuries

support the Yemeni army on various 6 D <D G [@mong army personnel.

The sources also revealed that there are
many Houthi supporters in + D M $Maskhah
and 6 K D «@siti@s. They noted that military
presence is very weak there because sheikhs
and dignitaries refuse such in their areas;
instead, they requested the state provide them
arms and ammunition to face Houthi loyalists.

S D O sl$tance

Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh
announced on Monday that the doors to medi-
ation and dialogue are blocked after his
authorities exerted too much effort to make

Houthis abandon their armed acts against the
state.

“The Yemeni armed forces and security
ZR Qalbdw terrorist elements to toy with
6 D « DGslaurity and stability,” the president
said while addressing several supporting
tribes in 6 D < DIy Eelephone.

He added, “Today we speak to local author-
ity members, sheikhs, dignitaries and social
personalities about the sedition ignited by ter-
rorist elements in some areas of this gover-
norate.”

Saleh described Houthis as enemies of
democracy, development, freedom, security
and stability because they are highway rob-
bers, noting that they chant the slogan, “Death
to America!” and “Death to Israel!” while they
kill Yemeni soldiers, officials and innocent citi-
zens.

“Houthis want to overthrow the republican
system. They harm the interests of Yemen in
general and 6 D <D @iZernorate in particular,
maintaining that they want to reinstate the
bygone imamate regime,” Saleh concluded.

Libyan defusing

In related news, Libyan Foreign Minister
Abdurrahman Shalgm left 6 D Q bnDMonday
after a two-day visit, during which he delivered
a letter to President Saleh from Libyan
President Moammar Al-Gaddafi. Upon his
departure, Shalgm told Saba News Agency
that he was carrying a reply from the Yemeni
president to his Libyan counterpart.

Media sources say the Libyan envoy was
attempting to calm the tense atmosphere
between Yemen and Libya, particularly after
several Yemeni officials accused the Libyan
government of supporting Houthis, a charge
denied by Libya.

Hajjah residents want trial in  Khayran

The Joint Meeting Parties in Hajjah gover-
norate on Tuesday warned of any threats to
G HW D Ls@fétyHivKhayran Al-Muharg. They
were arrested and accused of links to Al-
Qaeda. Meanwhile, authorities have initiated
procedures to move the case to 6 D Q DfeD
trial, a step Ibrahim Shami of the gover-
QR U®D Wik« Meeting Parties considers a
legal violation and an attempt to deter the
issue from its real path.

Shami, head of Islah Party < ¥hedia depart-
ment, voiced Hajjah rHV L G HeQamivient at
transferring the case to 6 D Q Ban® appeal to
President Saleh to intervene to resolve the
matter in Khayran, as all state branches are
available there.

The Khayran |RF D @tidrey Khalid Al-
Mawri notes that 14-year-old Hussein 6 K X <D
AO $ N ZiPanibng the 22 detainees. Further,
nine others should be freed because they
D U HigkeW/'to Houthis.

6 K L < daukhtions

6 K L déadeldIssam Ali Al-Emad, former head
of the Supreme 6 K L «€odhkdl in Yemen, has
denied reports published in Marib press on
March 12.

He further accuses the Yemeni government
of inciting sedition between 6 KL < LafcH
Sunnis by issuing statements attributed to
Sunni and 6 K L {eksbiHalities to achieve U.S.
policy, which he says seeks to turn the U.S.-
Muslim conflictintoa 6 XQQL 6d¢hk<LWH

Al-Emad warned Sulfis that President
Saleh is attempting to foment sedition
between Y H P HsQBunnis and Sulfis, alleging
that the Yemeni president is trying to repro-
duce the sectarian strife in Iraq and bring it to
Yemen.

He added that the Yemeni government
claims that 6 D <D @®¢als are 12th 6 KL <L W

however, they all adhere to Zaidi doctrine.

Yemeni women'’s rights

However, the main issue of focus was
legal reforms to eliminate discrimination
against women, which coincided with the
conformity to the legal amendments by
the Ministers Cabinet in their periodical
meeting that was held on 5th of March
2007. This represented a huge step in
line with Z R P HQefforts and their
continuous struggle to impose real
equality before the law based on Islamic
Shari'a and the values of Yemeni
constitution aimed at equal citizenship as
well as equal rights and obligations for
both men and women.

The event was concluded with a vital
set of recommendations in the different
developmental areas of women
advancement. In terms of the
implementation of the Woman National
Strategy, the WNC called upon the
development of new legal and
administrative mechanisms to oblige all
governmental bodies to mainstream the
strategy objectives into their plans
through official obligations issued by the
0L QL V@ébirngtand ministerial decrees
to ensure the implementation of the
objectives by the different ministries.

In terms of enhancing the
governmental mechanisms of women
development, the WNC emphasized the
importance of upgrading the committee
into a specialized ministry for women
development as has been done in many
other countries. They also stressed the
significance of obligating ministries to
include women departments in their
administrative hierarchies and budget
planning to act as executive mechanisms
to the implementation of Woman National
Strategy. In addition, WNC requested
financial support for its governorates
branches and the civil society
organization that work effectively to
enhance women development in urban
and rural areas.

L In line of women political participation,
the WNC accentuated the importance of
applying the quota system in the elected
and non-elected state bodies and
requested the civil society organizations
to take initiative in imposing pressure and
influence as well as continue their support
and advocacy to increase the
representation of women in politics. In
addition, they emphasized on the
representation of women at not less than
15% in the coming Perlman election and
adapting an early support to the
promotional and qualifying programs to a
number of women personalities.

In terms of integrating women in the
labor market and enhancing their
chances in accessing resources, the
WNC highlighted the importance of
implementing the policies of the Third
Five Year Plan to increase the Women
Labor Force in a growth rate of 5%
annually, focusing on increasing Women

HMbor force participation at the sectors of

education and health in rural areas.
Additionally, the obligation of institutions
and companies to create child-care
centers if they possess more than 50
female  employees (mothers); in
accordance to the amended labor law
No(5) of 2003 was emphasized.

The role of the media in advocating
women development issues was also
highlighted in terms of efficient coverage
to gender issues in both audio and visual
media and broadening the scope to
present a balanced and positive
perception towards women. Additionally,
the adaptation programs advocating the
dangers of early marriage by civil and
governmental organizations to increase
awareness and influence public opinion
was urged.

In terms of equality in rights and the
elimination of all forms of discrimination
against women, the WNC pledged to the
Parliament to approve the law
amendments that has been confirmed by
the Ministers Cabinet, as well as, calling
upon the Ministers Cabinet and
Parliament to take active measures to
complete the necessary procedures to
approve the suggested law amendment
on the article (18) of the Personal Status
Law No (20) for the year 1992 to
determine marriage age.

In the scope health,
recommendations were made to
extending the free delivery decree
between health institutions and spreading
the awareness on the decree content
among the citizens. In addition, the
effective execution of procedures to
reducing mortality of mothers in
accordance to the Third Five Year Plan
Policies was stressed.

In the education field, more schools
and education cadre for girls in the
primary and high school education were
requested specially in rural areas.
Increasing the efforts of both
governmental and civil society to compact
illiteracy and increase the number of the
non-illiterate ten times the current number
was discussed. The WNC also called
upon increasing the expenditures rates
on technical education and vocational
training, as well as, encouraging the
admission of girls into specializations that
supply the demand in the labor market.
The WNC also called upon an equal
opportunity for girls in studying abroad
and scholarships to other countries in
terms of the scholarship bodies and
majors of specialization.

The event was also attended by
representatives of international
organizations, foreign civil society
organizations, governmental bodies,
Yemeni civil society organizations,
members and heads of WNC branches,
in addition, to correspondents of the
press, news agencies, satellite channels
and a number of honored guests.

of

VACANCY
Accountant

The Accountant would:

position of the grant.
Vi.

Vii.

Qualifications:

PHRD Grant for preparation the Girls Secondary Education Project

The Ministry of Education (MOE) has received a PHRD Grant from the Jap@oesenment through
the World Bank towards the cost of the preparation the Girls Secondary Education Project, and it i
to apply part of this grant to facilitate the grant implementation. The PAygeadinistration Unite of the
Basic Education Development Project ( PAU BEDP) at the MOE now sggiisants for the position
of an Accountant that will work directly under the general directions of the BEDP Executive
Director and will interact closely with the PAU teanMOE staff and particularly with the secondary
Education Strategy Team as with the World Bank team.

i. Ensure that there is a functional financial management systenpliistproper accounting
procedures and internal controls.
i. Manage all daily financial activities of the grant; prepare théadvawal applications, claims,
and related governmental letters; Record transactions in the computeriaedtecrsystenof
the financial activities; make the necessary vouchers and receiptsifepasits and withdrawal
to and from the grant, and record them in the predefined chart of accounts in the syste
iii. Make a monthly replenishment of the S/A and maintain the necessamplcmgisters for all
procured goods and technical assistance; Make a monthly reconciliation éfthe S
Make sure that all bank statements, withdrawal applicationsnglacorrespondence arg
properly filed and easily accessible once required.
v. Ensure that consolidated financial management reports for the grant are produdadein a
basis and sufficient in content to enable the management of MOE and #éBgdss the financial

Act as a focal point for any dialogue on financial management matters relating to the gran
be required by the financiers.
Ensure that the grant is audited in accordance witHdP&guirements and cooperate fully with
the auditor in that respect.

* A minimum of Bachelds degree in Accounting with a minimum of 3 years of professional
e Experience in accounting position, preferably in the private sector or in a devatgmoject.
*  Familiarity with the government’s and IB#Afinancial management requirement.

e Experience in the use of accounting programs and software.

* Proficiency in English.

All applications along with a detailed resume and supporting documents shauldrbitted by
March 28, 2007at the following address:

Basic Education Development Project
60M Southern Road, Bait Meyad
Tel: 01-619160/ Fax 01-619219

m

VACANCY
Financial Assistant

The Financial Assistant would:

* Maintaining proper filing

governorate level.

,actual... etc).

and finance.

Basic Education Development Project
(IDA Credits & Multi-Donors Trust Funds)

te ]dghe Ministry of Education (MOE)-Project Administration Unit (PAU)- seeks appts for the position &
Financial Officer Assistant who will be responsible for the entirg dailtine finance tasks of the Project, ald
will form with the financial officer the financial department which wilbrk closely with all sectors an

departments of MOE, Governorates Offices and Districts Offices of M@itved in the Project.

» Update Fixed Assets Sys. and maintain files of Fixed Assets.
» Enter all the financial transactions on daily basis into the Fingsygsal

for all accounting documents.

»  Prepare bank reconciliation for all bank accounts on monthly basis.

»  Prepare the accounting reconciliations on monthly basis for , Contracts, Resources Centers, .
prepare the necessary adjustments.

* Insuring that the Contracting System is updated on the appropriate time and follatv E@ at the

e Prepare Initial financial analysis of data & preparation of the project tatsiqplans, cost , budge

e Prepare Thé&inancial Monitoring Reports and Cash Disbursements Plans.

» Assist Finance Officer in dealing with the external auditors.

e Assist Finance Officer in the assessment of FMs capacitibe gbvernorates level.

»  Assist Finance Officer in maintaining overall integrity of financial statements andraing records.

¢ Minimum of 5 years of professional experience in a financial management anchtaag position,
preferably in the private sector

e Familiarity with the government’s and IB4inancial management requirement is a plus.

»  Experience in the use of accounting programs and software.

»  Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

* Good interpersonal and communication skills

All applications along with a detailed resume and supporting documents shsulohigied by
March 28, 2007at the following address:

Basic Education Development Project
60M Southern Road, Bait Meyad
Tel: 01-619160/ Fax 01-619219

—

.etc and

» Assist Finance Officer in developing, proposing, implementing & supporting changqs or
improvements to financial policies & procedures.
| A Any other tasks as required by the project Financial Officer and the FHbajector
Qualifications:
* A minimum of Bachelds degree in Accounting or Business Administration with major in accourging
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leday's proactive, hyper-productive world, it's easy to lose toU®
surroundings. Suzuki suggests a return to the basics: take the time to feg
wind, smell the flowers, hear the vibrant voice of nature. And nowhere better
than the stylish sophisticated all-new Grand Vitara. The intelligence and
capabilities of this all-around 4x4 naturally reflect the lifestyle and personality
of its owner.
No matter how inactive your senses have become, you'll be amazed at how
"xt\hey respond to Suzuki’s stimulating Grand Vitara.
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Aden Port: A gem lost In time

Aden, for about 3000 years, has been the center of the whole area. Over thaffurther deepened to reach 83 feet. Souting requirements that pro
long period of time, visitors such as Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta, have been Yémen's independence in 1967 synchrogressed then, particularly du
keen about the port and commercial opportunities it can provide. The com- n|zeq with the close up of Sue’z Canaling the 70s and 895' . —
mercial activities of Aden’s port have been recorded since the dawn of histo- Ieavm%? géeatt harm ltJ_pon Aden’s econo Aden, ttr)]y that time, ?'d n~

ry; however, these activities were prosperous as of the beginning of théth my ana trade fransactons. posses e equipments use

; hat fi den has b bi . £ diff Following the independence, Adenfor handling containers due t
century. Since that time, Aden has been subject to occupation of different \ inessed a constant deterioration nothe shortage of resources ay
forces starting with Portuguese and ending with Turkish.

only in the number of ships coming to thedry commodities were deak -
port, but also the quality of services prowith in a very traditional ways==

By: Yemen Times Aden Bureau fueled engines, provisions activitiesvided. This deterioration was further fol- until the end oB0s.
decreased. Wh the increase of ships andlowed by a setback at technical and
During British governance their sizes, there was a need to deepen theministrative levels. Mu’alla Wharf -

160 years ago, Captain Hains togetheport and further this demand was associ Moreover, the bad situation ¥men  Multipurpose Terminal
with British forces had occupied Adenated with the establishment of Aden’ and the continuous conflicts togetheryemeni Ports Authority ha
and they remained there for 125 yearschamber of commerce that reinforced thevith Gulf war influenced too much realized the importance
Aden was a small village then with onlyinfluence of shipping companies andAden’s port and business in Aden in genchanging the cargo-handlin
600 inhabitantsUpon the occupation of tradesmen. eral. methods and the solution laid
Aden, Captain Hains declared they In 1889, Aden Port's Secretariat was Time stopped in Aden a®on as te  building new berths. The
would make Aden the central place ofset up to supervise all activities andSuez Canal was closed before the-maauthority managed to gea
trade and this prediction came rightaat administer the port. It was represented bitime shipments and the maritime routefinancial support to buil
later part of their stay there. the government and tradesmen and thehanged to other ports in the Horn ofMiu’alla Multi-Purpose

Aden witnessed a slow development irboard of directors was nominated. TheAfrica. Thus,neighboring countries were Terminal from Arab Funds. Fo
1839 when Britain established a centefirst task assigned to this secretariat wasncouraged to build up their ports andhe first time in its history A bird’s-eye view of the city and port of Aden.
for coal trade and further commercialto implement the port's deepening pro provide them with the most up-to-dateMu’alla Port became able to

deals prospered with east Africa. Thegram in 1891. technology to cope with the increase ofontain big dry-cargo liners. In 199Be  Thus, ACT can hold the largest existingContainer movements across the world
trade waslocalized then inBarbara, The work started to revive in 1919 activities and further establishing directfirst crane arrived and a second one wasontainer ship or any other newlyincrease with 8-9 percent during 1990s
Somalia. involving the ships’ fuelingTowards the deep piers to meet the demands. fetched in 1995Thus, Aderwas able to planned containership right now. and it is increasing with 7-8 each year

In 1845, traddn Aden flourished, par- end of 1931, Aden had four docks rela- Aden, later on, realized the importanceoffer transit services. The port has wit- Tide patterns provide further 0.6 m tountil theyear 2010. There existed no con-
ticularly after stores were set up togethetive to such activities. Furthethe route of establishing direct piers to cope withnessed a noticed and steady progress #e port’s deepness over 18 hoarday tainers at the time when Aden was agon
with customs centers before the front gulfand berth were deepened to 31 feet anthe swift movement of development inof 1999 in all respectas for the number along the year. The first phase of thehe world ports that provide ships with
beside Sirra Island. Ships were headinthe number of ships arriving in Aden’ world ports. It exerted efforts to developof ships and cargoes. North berths with 700 m was operated irfuels and now efforts are exerted to make
to this area seeking protection and deeport were 150 per month. the port and received easy loans from However, container trans-shipping carMarch 1999 and the second phase wilhden have a share of container market.
waters reaching 911 feet. The size of ships and volume of goodsieighboring countries to set up direct andoes at Al-Amu’ala were stopped in 2002supply more berths with 350m and the Aden will have facilities for receiving

Aden was announced a free port irincreased remarkably in the period 194@leep piers in Al-Mu'alla. as it turned in favor of Aden's Port of third one will add 600m of berths. &h the large-sized ships, as for those which
1850, and it monopolized thgemeni — 1952 and they were increasing in num At the onsetof 1987, Saudi Arabia, Containers. The number of containerghree berths combined will be 1650 and ihave the capacity of loading 45@0n-
coffee tradeWith the inauguration of the ber day after day. Kuwait and UAE participated in financ witnessed increase to reach 27156 due ie potential to add more berths in thetainers or while some reached 6000 and
Suez Canal linking the Red Sea with the The port's team, consisting of fouring the project with ranging portions. Thethe improvement of performance and thduture. some other ships loads mahan 10.000
Mediterranean, which cuts down thetank enginesnd five guiding boats @&h total costs for building works reached USavailability of swift services when han  ACT is equipped with modern cranes,containers will join service very soon.
maritime distance between London anceight anchoring boats with a four-people$ 40 million and this phase came to ariling containers. with a total outreach of 57m, yard cranes, The ships that carry 4000 containers
Mumbai from 10700 miles to 6270 miles.team in each and with shifts of eightend in 1990. reefer points, maintenance and otherepresent 2 percent of the containers fleet
Further, all goods dispatched to areabours, managed to make a ship enter the Despite preparing and equippingt  Latest Developments complementary facilities are being estabworld wide and they will reach 33% in
beneath the Red Sea were transported vigort each 33 minuteim 1950.Thus, the with required means, AdenPort did not Despite building Mu’alla Multi-purpose lished. 2010. ACT can hold such sizes amen
the Suez Canal. number of ships that enter the port wasestore its recovery and its earlier statusTerminal and gaining positive achieve- larger ones and restore its past position.

In 1855, British authorities established40-50 a day. the time when it was just second to Newment at all aspects, the port’s administraACT Effect on Trade and Economic Al-Mu’lla Multi-purpose Terminal is
a pier in Al-Mu’alla and the customs cen- Aden’s refinery and oil port were setYork Port. Nav, Aden's Port is ranked tion still feels Aden has not restored itsSetting up ACT and restoring Ades’ still providing distinguished services for
ter moved to there. By 1864, thereswaup in 1955 and thus Aden started anothe320 in case we speak of container activipast status due to the competitiveness @farly position will play a vital role and the country as it provides the econpom
growth of coal importing and further the activities relating to importing and refin ties — an activity common nowadays the neighboring terminal¥emeni Ports develop theYemeni economyYemeni with hard currency received from the
trade in provisions of coal and food faf ing oil to provide ships with fuels. world wide.) Authority (YPA) feels Aden can restore Ports Authority believes ACT and otherpassage of ships, enablingemen to
increased until 1869. Additionally, docks were established its past position and the time is suitablgoort’s activities will help pull the foreign import in a modern way, including con-

Aden, luckily, was linked by the tele- for internal trade in Al-Mu’alla in 1956, Why Aden for that, particularly when container shipsinvestments, particularly in industrial struction and consumer goods and further
graphic line that connects London withafter filling big areas of sea to set upThere are many characteristics that makeolume has increase, the merger of shipaspects. exporting services.

Mumbai in 1870Thus, Aden waable to  stores and residential houses in- AlAden distinguished and qualified to beping companies together with new ten- Surely, there will be rivalry from other It is expected that both ports will be
provide telecommunication services forMu’alla’s main street. the main commercial port in the area.  dency for having terminals specialized inports in the area and some of whictcomplementary to one another as Al-
east and west and this contributed to the Aden provides shipping agencies withserving a new generation of containeproved its existence over the last 3Mu’alla port will receive small size cen
increase of trading activities betweenindependence a lot of privileges, thus making Aden theships. years. The most successful one are thoseiners and feeder ships for re-exporting
1885 and 1910, leaving the neighboringAt the outset of 1960, three maritimearea’smain portAlso, the port is located  Following toYemen'’s reunification in involved in  container activities. while ACT will receive giant ships.
ports secondary to it. berths were established to supply shipat the junction of the Red Sea akden’s 1990, a number of studies were coneuct
When the steam engine replaced coalwith fuels whileanchoring. Thgport was Gulf and directly on the international ed by the British government akidorld
commercial maritime line that links the Bank together with other consultants ang
Far East with Europe andmerica. they stressed the importance of Aden’|
Therefore, a ship just needs to deviatpositions and the possibility to develop|
\ with four maritime miles to reach the and provide excellent services to contain
guiding station. er ships and transit. The Genera

Based on its many technical and geoAuthority for Free Zones was establisheq |
graphical merits, Aden developeddan in 1990 and a treaty for establishiag
extended its maritime services until thenew station for containers and an indus |8
year 1967 — the time at which Suez Canatial zone was signed in 1995.
was closed before the maritime transport
and for 8 years. Closing Suez CanakwaAden Container Terminal (ACT)
timed with unrest that accompanied theremenvest  together  with  the
national independence, causing enorSingaporean PSA Corporation and
mous damages to Aden. Hyundai established the new containe Heandmade canpets

Many neighboring ports became moreterminal (ACT) — on the nortboast. The
active out of oil returns during the decadejuay wall is now 16 mhowever, it can g@a@&e@ Weol Peure Silk
of 90s. These returns were exploited irbe dug further to 18 m, four meters deep|
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Anti-gat project

planting and trade, maintaining its var-cussing the risks associated with corthose who benefit from the qat trade
ious advantages for individuals andruption, the MPs supported farmers tand planting?
was shocked at the way Yemenisociety as well. However, such MPscontinue planting, trading and consum- Such protests and demonstration
members of Parliament dealtexaggerate gat's advantages. ing gat. They neither indicated its neg-will be based on the fact that gat draws
with the qat issue while dis- Instead of highlighting priorities and ative aspects and risks to both individtheir attention away from claiming
cussing a project to fight and concerns of citizens and their need fouals and society, nor did they think oftheir legal rights, since the narcotic
organize gat planting and tradereasonably priced food, accommodaalternatives to gat.
Instead of discussing terms of the gation, clothing and medicine; tackling Those defending qat providedproblems.
ban, many MPs began defending gapoverty and unemployment or dis numerous justifications to support their The most risky issue involves
objection to the anti-qat law under theexploiting religion to support the gat
pretext that gat draws youths’ attentiortrade and planting. Manyfemenis
away from other risky habits like alco-claim that chewing gat is permissible
hol and drugs. They added that pestibecause the Qur’an doesn’t ban it
cides aren’t used only for qat, butHowever, this contradicts a jurispru-
they’re also used on fruits and vegetadence rule noting that the public inter-
bles; thus, authorities should banest must be preferred to plight, mean
importing poisonous pesticides, not gaing that national efforts are required to
planting. eliminate the plight of gat in favor of
What shocked me most is that someublic interest and health.
MPs confirmed thatmany Yemeni MPs who defend the gat trade ano
families and individuals depend uponplanting don't really defend the public
gat as their main source of incomejnterest as much as they defend the
with one MP noting that nearly 90 per-personal interests of those who alread
cent of Yemeni families depend on qahave gat farms or operate within the
planting and trade as their main sourceat trade.
of income. Consequently, if the new On the other hand, those who oppos¢
law bans or restricts gat planting andjat planting, trade and consumption
trade, it may cause a huge catastropheonstitute only a small number. Their
Additionally, levying high taxes on gat voices remain unheard because their
and qat sellers is bound to affect thepposition stems from their will and
is incomes of numerous families. determination that gat planting and
On what do these MPs base theitrade are risky.
judgment because there are no official Ordinary Yemenis, most of whom
statistics supporting their words? Ifare addicted to qat, consume the nar-
they are correct, Yemen actually willcotic substance as a type of escapp
experience a catastrophe simplyfrom reality or their inability to solve
because qat is a locally-consumegbersistent problems. For simple citi-
commodity not exported to other counzens, gat is the only means to spend
tries. It doesn't bring hard currencytheir leisure time in a positive way.
into Yemen, yet it greatly impacts the Those who support issuing a law to
environment because gat plantingorganize gat planting, trade and con
causes soil to lose its fertility and con-sumption affirm that the law’s main
sumes large quantities of water, whictgoal is to stop the expansion of gat
is a contributing factor in exacerbatingplantation and increase awareness
the nation’s water shortage, in additiorabout gat’s risks and negative aspects.
to other social, economic, cultural andThey stress the necessity of finding
health harms. alternatives to gat planting and com-
Numerous studies, research, sympgpensating those subjected to loss after
siumsand conferences have highlight-passing the gat ban.
ed issues regarding gat planting and Yemeni society’s primary problem
trade, but failed to increase citizens'isn't due to gat planting, as the main
awareness about gat’s risks. Such studyoal is stopping the most risky phe-
ies were opposed by officials who supnomenon of corruption and atif its
port gat planting. dimensions. If such phenomenon is
Something that made me laugh wasliscussed seriously, the gat issue, as
one MP who strongly defended gatwell as other issues, will be easy to
planting and holds the view that ban-ackle.
ning such planting is bound to enrage What's the benefit of issuing a law
citizens nationwide, thus leading themorganizing gat planting and trade when
to engage in protests and demonstraorrupt officials control everything?
tions. Exactly which citizens does thiswho will obey, protect and defend the
MP mean? Qat farmers, gat sellers olaw? Moreover, how can a law like this
5 be applied when citizens are unaware
Letters to the Editor of the risks associated with the narcot
ic substance?
My family in Yemen years. Sick and tired of abusive men Yemen'’s situation necessitates fight-
I am of mixed races; my father is He went back one more time afteNearly a year ago, | wanted to work 5o ing corruption first, in addition to

By: Samia Al-Aghbari

Government
and tradesmen

mong the worlds
nations, situations
develop quietly while
affairs are run ina ring between By: Yasser Al-Mayasi
simple and sponta the Yemeni
neous mannedepending ompack government and the private sectr/r
i

to them. This
is evident in
what's occuf

age of regulations and laws speeify regarding applying the sales tax la
ing all types of relations between The problem has worsened and
government and citizens. expected to create a real crisis dugto

Differences and agreementsabsence of clear vision and justific
develop in a normal manner withouttion, which the government and the
any tension or irritation, thanks to private sector are supposed to -pfo
numerous factors, the most impor vide citizens. Up until nonthe gov
tant of which is top-quality educa- ernment has been unable to clarfy
tion achieved by communities inwhat it wants from the sales taf.
developed countries. Citizens inDoes paying sales tax influence eqo
these communities enjoy goodnomic development or price hikes?
capacities to understand their prob- Tradesmen can't justify why the
lems and suggest possible solutionsvade paying sales tax. The govefn-
to them. ment may have the right to lev

However, in underdevelopedtaxes on sales to increase its-rqv
countries likeYemen, the issue is enues, but traders have the right fto
completely different, as affairs andcriticize the law for imposing taxe
relations are disorganized and agreethat restrict their freedoms.
ments and differences are unclear Citizens don’t know the justifica
We perceive that agreements usuallftions provided by both parties; th
are short-lived, while differences orsimply feel that a crisis is affectin
disagreements magnify and contintheir living standards. Governmeit
ue, thus making it difficult for con- decision makers and traders must pe
cerned citizens to suggest solutionsquiet, sit together, suggest possiljle
however, they are easy, simple andolutions and reach an agreemgnt
needn’t require great efforts. without tension.

In our nation, we see numerous
problems and differences that con-Yasser Al-Mayasi is &&meni journal
tinue magnifying while we are ist specialized in chilém and busi-
unable to suggest possible solutionsiess. ymayasi@yahoo.com

from Yemen and my mother is ghat to see his brother whom he loveld did a job advertisement in establishing a national strategy to elim-
Briton. | am 31 years old and bottfand missed dearly. | think his nam&ementimes newspaper and put [nyinate such a destructive phenomenon.
my parents have passed away. | am lgfas Abbas. He went to Mecca and wasobile number so if anyone was intgr-
feeling very sad not only because mgo happy on his return to Englandested in hiring me could contact me. | Samia Al-Aghbari is an active female
parents have gone but because | doAfter seen his brother for the seconREALLY wanted to work. | insist oy ~Yemeni journalist working in Al-Sahwa
know about my roots on both sides. time his brother passed away. I'm justeally’ because | do not want anyofe Newspaper and contributes to other
My father was very proud of his herso thankful my father saw him beforéo think that | was fooling around.[I Media

substance helps them escape several

Teach your children well
q

hat can | teach my chil-
dren that the school ha
not taught them”grum-
bledYasmine to her hus
band, who was trying tc
take a nap, but somehow the cat refused to
wagging his tail near his ear.

“You can teach them never to try to take a r
next to a spoiled cat, that is what you can tei
them. They will never learn that in schooBut in K
here they will graduate with honors"Mahmoud = By:Hassan Al-Haifi
was not at all interested in teaching anything to
kids. He wanted to take a nap, hell or high water

In the meantime, one of the youngsters camé\iihy should our army be
sent to fight the entire population of one of the governorates of the country
fact, the entire Armed Forces are now engaged in a full scale operatigs that
aimed at the obliteration of the people of Sa’ada.”

The father now awokeHow many times have | told you, Ibrahim, sto
talking politics these days; you know that the Government has its earotuned
anyone who ever dares mention the Governorate of Saladayesterday, on
of our neighbors was asking someone at the Al-Qa’a Market, near the Foreign
Ministry, where they were selling the grapefruits that were coming from
Sa’ada. Within seconds, a pickup loaded with an anti-aircraft gun whisked by
him and blocked his forward patfthe men on the pickup came down and sur
rounded the guy and picked him onto the trudkater on, when he wa
released, he told a horrible tale of how it took him 10 days to convince the
arresting officer, who had heard him say the word Sa’ada in the marketplace
and called for reinforcements to help arrest the man, who was ‘giving lectures
on the Houthis in the marketplace’ the real truiihen he tried to explain to
the prison officials that he has never been to Sa'ada, nor has he even-met any
one from there, they got a few ‘agents’ all testifying that they each heard/him
mention the word Sa’ada ten timeble kept consistently saying to them that
the only time he ever mentioned Sa’ada in the market is when he wag
about the guy selling Sa’ada grapefruits thefaere is onlyone guy selling
Sa’ada grapefruit there, so they can go ask him if he was not a regular customer

or not. Sure enough the police did not waste any time and they picked up the
Sa’ada grapefruit seller, on suspicion of financing the Houthi reti#ysthe

end of the week there were 20 people arrested ranging from the supplier of the
grapefruits to the market, the truck driver who brings them and finally fthe
farmer and his children who grew therll had become a ring of financiers

for the Houthis.

Finally, an intelligent officer came to take the complex case oHthehi
financing ring, because the ring was ‘found to have tentacles stretched qut in
all directions according to the news bulletinThe officer was smart enough
to realize that this case was really getting out of hand for no readbnvithan
his commanding officer asked him why he is being so lenient on one of the

most ‘dangerous’ terrorist financing team they have ever captiifeslyoung
intelligent officer said:‘For the simple reason that | have been buying grape
fruit from the same man for the last ten years almost and there is rdiac
one can get grapefruits like this anywherer@men, or for that matter any
where in the world.” He took a huge grapefruit from a bag he had brought {
home. He told his commanding officer:Every winter, if you want to get the
best grapefruit in the world, just go to this man righgre, pointing to the
Sa’ada Grapefruit selled guarantee you will never get better grapefruit-any
where else inSana’a. With this blessing from Allah our neighbor was able to
get out from the misery of uncalled for imprisonment on fabricated charges, by
zealous security officials who want to get a few brownie points for their
records” The father ended his long dissertation on the case of the Sa'ada
Grapefruit seller
The mother was shocked at the nonsense of it all, and the unneeded suffer
ing revealed by her husbandust think what they would have done, if they
heard what our son just said a few minutes ago!
The father said:“Well, | do not know how the women’s prison is like, but
for sure, you would have found out righvay, because the first people they
will look for, especially if our son goes into hiding, will be his pareiftsour
case neither grapefruits, nor apples will save us from the Houthi witch hunting
that caught on withour security apparatus like a mysterious severe flu.”

om

HassarAl-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist foemor
than 20 years.

itage. He was born in Aden | think. Hisis demise. was very serious about the job thihg
name was Syed Mohammedlbdo  One of the stories | have heard abobtt just when the ad appeared | rqal-
Shamsan. He left when he was vempy father is he was the strongest mared that I've done my biggest mistake
young - maybe 15 - and came twn his village and people still tell sto-ever. Believe it or not! Approximatel
England and met my mother. They hades of him today. | just wished | havé®0% of the people that contacted
5 children. He was the greatest argbne to Yemen with him. | had thevere making advances to me!
most gentle of a man | will ever knowopportunity and didn’t take it. | was 14 The way men conceptualise&

my father.
| regret that as | was growing up hever be the same for me. | would waitsimply want to tell those people t
didn't ask more questions about higly father with me. | didn’t even learrjust because I'm a woman don’t m

alone to visit his family with no knowl- ly back in Yemen.
edge of where they lived or who was My family in England was in contactlogical words.
still around. He just turned up on avith a family in Aden but lost contact. Anyways, as long as there are
doorstep in the middle of the night. His Does anyone know about my familyvho have this severe mental illnegs,
sister was still alive and living there. in Yemen? Or does anyone know mthis country surely will not go any-
My father was ill when he left tocousin Manar Shamsan? Please faghere further than where it stands right
Yemen for the visit. | think it wasfree to email me. now. | thought | would share my stofy
because he wanted to see his homeland Shamsan with you because | really have had
and family before he died. His sister deel97515-@hotmail.comenough.
didn't believe it was him because his
family had thought he was dead for

Afrah nasser

afrah.nasser@yahoo.co By Samer A.
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Op-Ed

Nat

The Druze community on the Golan Heights is in a bind.
Whilst it lives on land annexed by Israel

almost three decades ago and receives all its services from

Israel, its loyalties lie elsewhere — in Syria.

The Media Line’s Yaniv Berman joined the Druze of the
Golan during their annual demonstration against the
annexation to discover a piece of Syrian life in Israel.

By: Yaniv Berman
The Media Line Newsagency

testers standingn the opposite hill.
They are demonstrating against tl

Knesset's (Israeli parliament) decision
hey regard Bashar Al-Asad of December 1981 to annex the occu g
as their leader; they hangpied Golan Heights. The Golan was wor—g=

Syrian flags in their homes; from Syria during the 196®ar and was

their mother tongue

Arabic, and they see Israel The annexation would have turned t

as an occupying nation. They are théruze community living in the area int
Druze community, and they live in thelsraeli citizens. Most of the Druz
Israeli-held Golan Heights.
For the past 25 years the Druze eomcards and two months after the Gol

munity in the Golan Heights has beerLaw was approved in the Knesset, th
demonstrating each year on February 1dmall Druze community began a six-

at a place called the Shouting Hill, a fewmonth strike.

dozen meters from the Israeli-Syrian Approximately 100,000 Druze live in
border. Although they stand on thelsrael, of whom 18,000 reside in the

Israeli side of the border, a passerbyzolan. Unlike their brothers in th

would probably think he had crossed thanorthern Israeli regions of the Galilee
border. The Druze demonstrators carrand the Karmel, the Druze in the Gola
large Syrian flags and pictures of theare faced with a grave predicament. Th
Syrian president as they communicat@rea in which they live might revert to

through loudspeakers with Syrian pro-Syria if negotiations with Israel resum

is under Israeli military rule for 14 years.

refused to accept the Israeli identity

Unclear

mothers side live some 40 mile:
from Majdal Shams, in the Syria
village of JaramanaVith the bor
der stretching a few dozen mete
from her home, she understan
ably never saw  them
Surprisingly, she was givem %
chance to renew her relations wi
them through her daughter, Hint
Hind represents an anomaly |
Israeli-Syrian relations. While
each country regards the other
its sworn enemy, they allo
Druze students from the Golan
study in Syria. Hind began stud
ing dentistry at Damasc
University two years ago. On hg
way to Damascus she paid
emotional visit to her family i
Jaramana, a family she had ne
seerbefore. Thevoices she hear(
= . over the years via the telepho
If that happens, the Golan Druze Wlllwere presented with a sensitive politicamaterialized, and faces wel
ecome once again Syrian civilians andituation, whereby their current rulersattached to them.
éjheir behavior vis-a-vis Israel — especialcould change anytime. This, probably When Nuhad sent Hind t
y the behavior of those who acceptedor the first time in their history, made Damascus, she asked her for ¢
Israel's identity cards — will be thor- thetagiyaprinciple unrealistic. thing: “Love Damascus for me.
oughly examined by the Syrian regime. Nuhad was excited when he
The Druze in the Golan — Syrians who daughter ~ first  arrived  ir
An oppressed minority happen to live in Israel Damascus. She had felt as thou
The Druze follow a distinct religion According to Prof. Gabriel Ben-Dor she had sent a part of herself w
hich quit Islam in thellth century one of Israel's leading experts on theHind.
he new religion accepted believers foDruze community, the lattsrbelief that “We have a deep emotion:t
no more than 30 years (betweertheGolan might return to Syria, has ledconnection with our capital,
1017AC-1047AC) and then closed itsthem not to identify with the State of Nuhad explains.
doors. As a result, the Druze religionisrael. Six years after the Golan we/| |
today is one of the smallest religions in “They do not feel as the [rest of the]occupied by Israel, the 19%8ar =
the world. There are approximately Druze here [in Israel] do, and thereforeproke out. Syrian and Egyptia |
million followers of the religion, most they are really Syrian Druze, who hap<orces attacked Israel by surpri:'
of whom (almost 90 percent) live in pen to live on the Golan,” says Ben-Dorfrom two fronts A small group of =~
Syria and Lebanon; around 10 percent Nuhad Safadi lives in Majdal Shams,pro-Syrian Druze from the Gola jals
reside in Israel. the largest of the four Druze V|Ilages inaided the Syrian forces by suppl
Having been an oppressed minority inthe Golan. Nuhad was born in 1968, ing them with information it gath ' *
the countries they lived in for almost 10few months after Israel occupied theered in Israel. One member of th &
centuries, the Druze adhered to a princiGolan. Although she had never visitedgroup was I'ssam Safadi, wh q
ple calledtagiya Generally, it meant there, Nuhad regards Syria as her homéater on married Nuhad. I'ssaift
that they assimilated into the surroundiand and thus concurs with Ben-Dor  was caught and arrested. He sat in the Israeli authorities as quiet, law-abid-
ing societies and obeyed the ruling “Our identity is not Israeli, it is prison for 11 years before he wasing people. Some of them work in the
regime, while keeping their faith in the Syrlan The occupation was forced uponreleasedTo this day, Nuhad says proud-nearby Jewish communities, and some
comfort of their homes. s,” shesays. ly, people in Majdal Shams rememberstudy in Israeli universities and colleges.
The Druze in lIsrael's Galilee and Nuhad grew up on her motfessto-  I'ssam’s bravery and respect him for it.  “We deal with the Israeli society with
Karmel regions did just the same. Theyies about their large family in Syria. Still, one should not get the impres opennessWe regard them as ordinary
completely assimilated into Israeli soci- “She used to cry whenever shesjon that the Druze community in thepeople, just like usTherecanbe friend
ety and even joined the Israeli army. Thehought of them.” Golan is ready to join the Syrian army inly relations between Arabs and Jews,”
Druze in the Golan, on the other hand, Nuhad's uncle and aunt from herthe near future. They are considered b)uhadsays.
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World’'s women gain
political ground

with the election of U.S.
ever hold seats in House of Representatives Speak
parliaments around Nancy Pelosi. Of heads of govern
the world, but gov- ment, he said, the numbers of wome
ernments need to more than doubled last year, with si

ore women than U.S

make a greater effort to achieve genelected in 2006 alone, including

der equality, says a group that track§hilean President Michelle Bachelet.

women in politics. In some countries and regions, th
The Inter-Parliamentary Union increases in the numbers of wome
said Thursday in Nework at UN were remarkable, he said. Th
headquarters that women now comregions wheregains were made
prise nearly 17 per cent of patlia include the Gulf States, the Middle
mentarians now, up from1.3 per Eastand Latin America.
cent 12 years ago. For example, the United Arah
Anders Johnsson, secretary genefEmirates allowed men and women t
al of the IPU, said that women arevote and to stand for election for th
not only standing for election in first time ever in 2006. The numbe
greater numbers than before, they aref women in the UAE parliament

getting elected, thanks in part towentfrom zero to 22.5 per cent, with

guota systems. nine women elected.
In countries with gender quotas, “That reflects a growing trend in
women took 21.7 per cent of seatshat part of the world where more

compared witH1.8 per centin coun and more women not only get th
tries without. right to vote and stand for election

However, Johnsson said, the ratdut also they are actually getting

at which women have been makingelected to parliament,” he said.
gains has slowed.
“The good news is that the numbeiRwanda leads list
of seats held by women in parliamen#And in Costa Rica, after an electio
continues to go up and now hagn 2006, women now make up 88.
reached an all time high of nearly 17per cent of parliamentarians, with 2
per cent in 2006,” he said. women elected. There were 20 ele
“The bad news is the increase intions in all in Latin America last
the number of women is slower tharyear.
it was in the preceding year. If we are According to a table compiled by
aiming for equality in parliament - in the IPU, which classifies 189 coun
other words, roughly 50 per centtries by descending order of the pe
men and 50 per cent women - wecentage of women in their respectiv|
will wait until the year 2077 to cele parliaments, including lower or
brate that event.” upper houses, Rwanda, Sweden a
Of the women who won seats inCosta Rica are the top three.
2006, 1,45%vere directly elected, 63 In Rwanda, women occup¥8.8

were indirectly elected, and 35 werePer cent of seats in its Lower Housg, Saudi critics

appointed. A total of 9,335 seats While in Sweden, women make u

were up for grabs in 2006, with47.3 per cent of its parliamentarians.

women capturing 16.7 per cent of Canada ranks 47 on the list, give
seats.A total of 23 countries used that only 20.8 per cent of its MPs ar
guota systems last year. female. Of 308 federal seats, 64 we
Johnsson said there are moravon by women in the last federa
female presiding officers of parlia election in January 2006. And gnl
ment than ever before: a total of 3535 out of its 100 senators are wome
out of 262 worldwide, with a record There were elections in 51 coun
number of women elected speakerstries in all last year. The IPU, estah
lished in 1889, is an internationa
Remarkable gains organization of parliaments of sove
Women speakers were elected for theign states , with headquarters i
first time in Gambia, Israel, Geneva, Switzerland.
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By: Nicolien Zuijdgeest, On 16 March 2004 the Saudi Boumerdassi and Sidhoum with

Assistant programme manager authorities had arrested a large groupiolating Article 166 of the prison Sudan - Paper banned for
Middle East andNorth Africa for signing a petition for reform, later law, which punishes anyone who reporting on murdered editor
Freevoice released. Seven of them remairprovides or tries to provide, underA state prosecutor imposed an

er banned from foreign travel, includingillegal conditions, a detainee withimmediate ban on the prominent
lawyer Abd al-Rahman al-Lahim “money, correspondence, medicine oArabic-language newspaper -Al
nyears for ‘insult’ Nine others received travel bans forany other object that has not beerSudani for carrying an article on 31
X An Egyptian court has sentencedpublicly supporting the reforms. authorized.” If the offenderis January which discussed the murder
internet  blogger  Abdelkareem Ibrahim al-Mugaiteeb, president ofempowered to havelirect contact of Mohammed Taha Mohammed
Soliman to four years prison forHuman Rights First, is on the list.with the detainee, the punishment isAhmed (see right), editor-in-chief of
e insulting Islam and the president.Mubarak bin Zu'air ended up on thefrom one to five years in prison aad the private daily Al-Wifaq . There is
n Soliman’s trial is the first time that list after protesting on Aljazeerashi fine of 10,000 t050,000 dinars (1D an official ban in the country on
e blogger has been prosecuted in Egydathers and his brothés to 537 euro).A lawyer convicted writing about the case.
. incarceration for speaking to theunder this provision can be barred The prosecutor said the paper
Soliman had used his weblog tomedia. Matruk Alfalih, a political from practicing the profession.violated Article 39 of Sudag’
criticize the Islamic a-Azhar science professor at King Sa'ud(HRW/IFEX) provisional constitution and
university and presidenMubarak, University in Riyadh, has been provisions in the 2004 Press and
0 whom he called a dictator. He wasunable to take up a sabbaticalunisia — Head of TV station Publication Act. It would harm
e sentenced three years for disparagingosition at the university of Seattlearrested “public interests andprofessional
I Islam and one year for defaming thgUS). Tahar Ben Hassine, the head of thethics” and “incited religious and
presidentThe court session took five The  travel bans violate satellite TV station Al-Hiwar ethnic hatred”. The ban was imposed
minutes. international human rights law which Attounsi and editor of website “to prevent any influence on ¢h
Executive director Gamal Eid of guarantees everyone the right tdPerspectives Tunisiennes , was procedures that are still before the
the Egyptian Human rights groupleave any countryincluding his own arrested on 7 February funis after investigative authorities”.
HRInfo announced to appeal theand to return to his country. (HRW) visiting freelance journalisTaoufik The Al-Sudani article reported that
sentence as soon as possible. Ben Brik. those accused of the edivomurder
Soliman, 22, was tried in his nativeAlgeria - Human rights lawyers The police stopped Ben Hassinewould stand trial and described a visit
city of Alexandria. He blogs under tried on dubious after he left Ben Brik's home, gaveby defense lawyers to 20 people held
the name Kareem AmeA former Lawyers Amine Sidhoum and him an alcohol test and accused hinin connection with the Kkilling in
student at al-Azhar, he called the Hassiba Boumerdassi have been oaf driving under the influence Kober jail in Khartoum. The editor of
institution  “the university of trial since August on charges ofalthough Ben Brik insists “he drank Al-Sudani appealed the sentence to
terrorism” and accused it of handing unauthorized documents tao more than half a glass of wine”.the Ministry of Justice, the
suppressing free thought. Al-Azhartheir clients in prison. They face up toAfter spending the night at theunis constitutional court and the National
expelled him in 2006 and pressedive years in prison if convicted. Bouchoucha police station, he sva Press Council, Sudan’s official press
prosecutors to put him on trial. Sidhoum and Boumerdassi aredue to be takento court on 8 regulator. In a statement posted on
Egypt arrested a number ofAlgiers-based attorneys known forFebruary. Al-Sudani’s website, Mahjoub Erwa,
bloggers who had been critical of thetheir public defence of human rights. According to Ben Brik, whose the papes editor-in-chief, said the
government during 2006, but theyBoth lawyers frequently criticize home is kept under surveillance, Berban was “unjust” and denied that the
were all freed. “This is a strong human rightsviolations in media Hassine’'s arrest was “a newarticle contained any incitement or
- message to all bloggers who are punterviews. intimidation attempt by th&unisian racial hatred. The paper attorney
e under strong surveillance that the The prosecutor accused Sidhounauthorities, who use every possiblesaid that only the courts and the Press
punishment will very strong,” said of handing a prisoner five of his means to put government opponent€ouncil have the legal right to ban
NdHRInfo. (HRInfo/AP) business cards in July 2006 withouin prison.” Ben Hassine’s lawyer publication.
seeking permission from prisonHammami Ayachi, told Reporters Court cases and censorship have
authorities. Sidhoum admits towithout Borders that members of thebeen on the rise in Sudan in recent
having given the inmate the cards apolitical police visited Ben Hassine months. In December, a criminal
inmates request. The cardsn his cell during the night of 7 court in Khartoum ordered Al-Sahafa
restricting the movement of leadingcontain only Sidhours contact February. columnist Zuhayr al-Sarraj and its
N intellectuals.A travel ban affects 22 information. Al-Hiwar Attounsi was created in former editor Noureddin Madani to
e activists, including three prominent In the case of Boumerdassi, the2002 and broadcasts two houas pay a fine of 5 million (1907 euro)
e constitutional reform advocates . prosecution alleges that on 27 Juneveek by satellite from Italy. Severaland 2 million (725 euro) Sudanese
Human RightdVatch wrote a letter she gave a client in Serkadji prisonof the people who work for it have pounds respectively or serve a jail
of concern on 9 February to kingthe written report of his first been harassed and attacked isentence. In September, several
n.Abdullah. Also three prominent appearance before the investigatingunisia.A dozen policemen beat upopposition and independent
constitutional and political reformers, magistrate without asking one of its journalists,Taoufik Al- newspapers were seized or heavily
Matruk Alfalih, Abdullah al-Hamid, permission. Boumerdassi denies théyachi, and took his camera when heensored, including Al-Sudani.
| and Ali al-Dumaini, are affected by charge. She handed the document itried to visit the home of Samia Authorities told editors then that the
the ban. They were pardoned by theuestion to a prison guard, wh Abbou, the wife of imprisoned issues were censored to avoid
N king in August 2005 after they hadpromised to deliver it to her clientlawyer and cyber-dissident compromising the investigation into
received lengthy prison sentences foonce he obtained permission to do sdMlohammed Abbou, on 16 Augustthe murder ofAl-Wifaq' s Taha.

Egypt - Blogger jailed for four

=
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Saudi Arabia - Travel ban for

D The government of Saudi Arabia isthe

Swagziland, Turkmenistan and the Source:WINNIPEG (CBC)

their writings. Prosecutors have charged botl2006. (IFEX) (CPJ).
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Islamic Relief's regional coordinator in the Middle East:

‘'0-11 boosted Islamic Relies work” _ .

organizations and bodies have awarde is YR 443 billion in 2006 cooperate in fisheries
us with their relief work, for example rade betweenYemen and team of Spanish expert
the United Nations has entrusted us t : : Gulf : .

Business In Brief

Contrary to the belief that the 9-11 terrorism attack on the World Trade
Center in New York had a negative impact on Islamic charity work, Islamic
Relief has witnessed a six-fold increase in donations during thepod 2001-
2006 reaching US$ 180 million to date. Since its establishment in 1984 by D
Hany Al-Banna in Birmingham, UK, Islamic Relief has established itselfri

U7

do humanitarian work in Indonesia nations in the has arrived in Yemen tg
worth 17 million Euros, and Similarly Cooperation Council collect and analyze datq
in Sudan worth 8 millién Euros. Now reached a record high of YR 443.73egarding available investmert

.the {ntgrnational arena as an important playgrin international aid in spiteqf our budget exceeds US$ 180 million, billion in 2006. _ opportuniti'es in Yemen’s fisherig;
its I|.m|ted resources. YemenTlmes met with Mr. Lutfg Moham'med Ali, compared to less than US$ 30 million| Yemeni exports were mainly and marine wealth sector in
Regional coordinator in the Middle East and spoke to him about issues con in 2001. agricultural and fishery products, preparation for the June visit of the

cerning fundraising for Islamic Relief in the region and beyond. while imports included a wide Spanish minister for fisheries.

] . Please tell us about your project- range of industrial and consumerThe visit is expected to enhande
Interviewed by:.Raldan Al-Saqqaf marketing fundraising technique. goods mainly from the United Arab cooperation with Yemen and help
alsaggaf@gmail.com This is precisely why | visited Yemen, [ Emirates, Yemen’s largest regionalYemen develop its local fisheriep

as it is my responsibility to contact| trade partner. industry.

Please brief us on Islamic Relief and a similar manner to that of other organ

. . a st " prospective donors and inform them
its funding. izations which have been labeled a

about our different development and

Islamic Relief has a history similar tofinancers of terrorism especially in the relief projects that we do in various Court convicts Watani _Kuwaiti construction

that of other International Gulf area. There was a huge publicit places and try to convince them to Bank directors firms to build residential
Organizations working in the field of campaign against Islamic organiza donate in order to agree to fund projd he Specialized Preliminary ' projects in Yemen
development, with the exception thattions, being accused of non-transpare ects. We do not embark on any projec Court has convictedll Eewa'a Construction and Al-Daf
Islamic Relief has an Islamic philoso-cy, accused of working with terrorists until we are sure there are funds an individuals, including the Construction of Kuwait arg

phy and a mandate based on the honaand financing terrorism, and as a conlutfe Mohammed I see opportunity  yohors who are willing to fund the | chairman and members of the boardtudying prospects to builda

able Va\|/\l/.lﬁst0f Islamtasdlnsplred by (ljtssequer;lci (;nany of tthosedorg?n:‘z;tlonﬁ)r expansion inYemen. project all the way to completion. In| of directors of Watani Bank, on resid.er}tial project in Yemeq
Pnirenr(ra\anor?alweeuglman% %&%gn?trgxlarﬁ?fr:g Strgnsgg?o?]rssaaggemgﬁe; or?jr::g]g the working day, after which she YEmen | see an opportunity to marketg charges of criminal neglect, whichconsisting of 50,000 housing unitg,
assistance in a non-discriminatorysent in favor of several charities were was very impressed with the work w (N [NEOIRNUAEY RS el B8 [EEois, - Eiei g
manner in over forty countries. Islamicdisallowed, and as a result they didn'© band has Zent letters tg a"d L:h . “The British govern- ggrél?"%nnd it (055 @f s etn YRSCIPINES S RS,
relief has a number of sources fortave sufficient funds to keep even th rln assllz\t’esl afn néls?ohnsé a roat Th ’ icti tioulat First plate glass prod
funds, but is primarily funded through offices open and pay the salaries of th S ?jnglcb eliet 1S at (;' tl)s ”rganlza 1on ment stood by and rhe - convictions stipuiate t'p Ig th E
private donations. Currently we havestaff, but the real victim was thea.T)I 0 b€ Supported by all means pos- su orted Islamic imprisoning thg Ol for_ uction piant to be
12 fund-raising centers scatterecbrphans and humanitarian work don 'Tﬁ' ther thina. bei int pp sentences ranging between six established in Yemen
. by thes_,e organizations in South Asia}. € other thing, being an Interna- Relief after 9-11" mont_hs and two years; however_, the Yemen_l investor plans tg
donations have and Africa. '?f‘ét"lre“elf orga}mzatlgr}, we zire.unoier convicts plan to appeal the verdicts. establish a plate glasp
; ; Having said that, Islamic relief was SUICt legal and financial monitoring to _ factory, the first of its kind
rown six-fold since : he extent that we were ranked as hav- ] ' : .
g blessed to have the support of th(%*ng the third-best financial monitoring speC|aI kind of project, what we call Emirates to finance Sqrdoud m_\_(emen. Th(_a approximately $4)
200]_’ and reached British government and the moral sup-, 2 transparency system in the UK k the good-will loan, this is a loan we Valley Dam renovation million plant will have the capacity

=

US$ 180 million in the 9-11 attacks Price Charles paid Bort is the result of the support an(ﬁuy equipment or to establish tiny Fund will co-finance the plate glass annually, mainly fo|
2006) visit to our offices and made a donaendorsement of the British govern usinesses in order to create a sustai approximate $100 million local markets, but with thg
tion. This act was in itself a strong ent, as well as our exceptionally high@Ple income for themselves well as | yenovation of Sardoud Valley Dam. possibility of exporting it to
__message in support and solidarity witt} /o - foc o that tha€ able to repay the loan, these loan| e g il control flooding neighboring Gulf countries and th
throughout Europe and North America,Islamic relief. In fact, the British gov- evels of transparency that ensure re interest-free with the objective of = Gkl bellll Eeindell ierenefiaky 9 9
our strategy of non-reliance on a parernment has put us among the official'® donations we receive go into goocﬁ resulting from seasonal andHorn of Africa.

elping people escape the poverty tra . .
ticular country or center for funding British relief organizations irder to causes. ping peop P P Y "8 monsoon  rains by channeling

port of the Royal Family. Shortly aﬁer;’herefore our main funding and sup- “give to impoverished people in order to T he Abu Dhabi Development to produce up to 43,000 tons g

[

ow, after collecting information for -

allows us to maintain neutrality, inde-do emergency relief work in the namehThesettW? factors ha‘t’ﬁ gontrlbut';]edt\r']is project, | wom?ld start visiting | rainwater toward 14,000 acres of Tadhamon Bank
pendent of any political influences orof her Majesty the Queen. € most Into our growth during the dd he Gulf 4 agricultural land in Sardoud Valley. expands into Syria
affiliations, this strategy proved most past few years, as many mternatlondi’rr?csg eﬁqtgy s%r;?rrls 'tgthzve” aC%Lg:]tS,i T he Syrian Central Bank hag
beneficial especially after the attackdnteresting indeed, were there any B h h hird interest in helping Yemen's economy France increas_e_s aid toremen issued a permit to Yer_nen’;
of 9'11| ‘l"’h'c,h ghang.edt.how the worldc%ntroll lmeph;nllsr?s tﬁ monr|1totr we have the thira- and society, and try to raise the to 120 million euros Tadhamon  Internationa
views Islamic Organizations. where Islamic Reliet works or wha ; required funds for this project and so| rance has increased itsBank to establish a branch in Syrla
H o . fort of V.Vorlk ,tco:oesf;h ) ) hlg heSt transparency forth. It may be disappointing to you to Fdevelopmem aid to Yemen tofor investment purposes. Tadhamon
How were you, an oher organiza- Ineresingl, lare Short who was e rate among relief know trat fess tan 2 percent o all | 150 milion euros or 2007- Bank is Yemers. frgest Isamic

by y donations that are donated to Islamid 2011 and plans to establish a branchank, with investment activities i
At that time the admlnlstrators of International Development, has visited orgamzatlons in the Relief come from the Gulf countries .

U h '| of the French development agencyseveral countries, where 60 percgnt

Islamic Relief had their doubts aboutlslamic Relief in Birmingham in 2002 ” and this visit is an attempt to increasd - s B o E e
how the world would react or if Islamic — shortly after 9-11 — and had stayed in UK that percentage and also to furthe in order to administer programs.  of the bank’s profits originate.
relief would be accused of terrorism inour premises for almost nine hours dur- expand our relief operations in Yemen

QL._. Canadian Petrol One looks
=rrorone TOr QOpPpPOrtunities In Yemen

Chairman of the Board of Directors and Senior Executive Directopm® L I
Canadian Petrol One Sheikh Walid Ahmed Al-Rawaf left Yemen [
Thursday, March 1 after a two-day visit. During the visit, he met w
senior Yemeni officials including Minister of Oil and Minerals Khalif
Bahah.

The visit is built on the primary visit paid by the Member of the Boe
of Directors Sheikh Ali Abdulrahman Al-Sabahan between Jhato 13.

Al-Rawaf and Bahah reviewed the available opportunities in mine
and oil industry field whether in sea and land sectors. They also
cussed the facilities and guarantees given to investors together
incentives and privileges ensured by Yemeni law to encourage |n\
ment.

Al-Rawaf expressed his readiness to invest in Yemen as long a:
government gives more attention for investors in general and (
investors in particular. He further assured Yemen is counted one o} =
areas that pull investors into many vital sectors such as oil and rsine
Last year's oil explorations have increased the opportunities in this r
tor.

Petrol One is a Canadian company enlisted in Toronto Bourse. It!
general company owned by more than 3,800 shareholders. The com
works in exploring and producing oil and natural gas. It has the righ
exploration for gas and oil in the north-west of Gabon and it is abou !,
let into Sudan and Malaysia. t:

Al-Rawaf added his company has strategic partners such as Can| Y
Storm Company, which owns 21 sites in different areas across the w, e
and Chinese Shengli. Further, the company received three prop
from three companies to let in a strategic partnership with them.

"We came to Yemen because we know it has a big natural wealth
makes many countries and companies aspire to exploit such aweamgaﬁe*eserves together with other natural resources like gold and ironitarafms for such investment. It further provides all facilities for injest-

wish we can succeed in serving our second haferen, on one hand many other minerals," maintained he. ment in energy, petrol, gas, minerals and tourism sectors. He clgrified
and serve ourselves on the other," noted Al-Rawaf. He also indicated that studies proved that Yemen will witness arrindhat Bahah offered him to invest in offshore blocks because the cgmpa-

Al-Rawaf went on to say the company wishes to get the right 5@/ upswing and there exist legislations to encourage investments. ny has many involvements in such activities.
exploring oil and gas in Yemen, noting his company has different petrg-Yemeni legislations are very good and inviting. Howew@meni Concluding his statement, Al-Rawaf noted that Yemen's political sta-
leum techniques including what they call “Mature field” to help thog@vernment should look the matter from another perspective which by is the prime factor in drawing investments and capitals intq the
countries where oil wells have dried up or where the level of their pidiax exemptions as imposing taxes creates dual taxations on investnmtry, because political stability always draws capitals but nof the
duction comes down. He further pointed the company has the technkfigpanies as they pay twice once in their homelands and another imetherse.

that enables them to produce stagnant oil and market it, strekainghosting countries,” hinted Al-Rawaf.
they will offer this technique as a service for Yemeni government. He continued that his meeting with Oil Minister was fruitful and th&hmed Hussein Al-Yafai, the company's representative Yamen,

"It is known that Yemen float on a petrol lake and it has an immemdiister identified him with many sites for exploitation and assuredongside his friend Walid Mutahar Al-Seraji contributed in making
Yemen welcomes oil companies to exploit such sites and widely op&hRawaf's visit successful.
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Invitation for Prequalification

INernaTionaL Bank oF YEmy

Republic of Yemen N
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Phone Banking Services

irl gl il |ELy

Headquarters and Complex Building Design - 6DQD«<D
At home,

Brief Description of the project

at work, or

The scope of work includes Architectural work to design the Ministry of
Higher Education and Scientific Research Main Building and Complex, in
addition to supplemental buildings in one complex.

on the way

The Ministry of Higher Education seeks to contract with established
professional Architectural and Engineering Offices and Companies to
prepare the needed designs to construct the new headquarters for the
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research.

This announcement invites qualified offices to submit their profiles and
supporting documents for review and prequalification. Prequalification will
be conducted using established prequalification procedures, as defined
by the Government to The Republic of Yemen.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from the Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Procurement Department
during official working hours from 8 AM to 2 PM. A complete set of
prequalification documents in Arabic or English are to be submitted to the
above office no later than 10 am, 30 days of this announcement. The
documents should be clearly marked “Application to prequalify for
Architectural Design of Ministry of Higher Education Headquarters,
6DQD<«D p

* Change yourPIN

* Order cheque Books

For our Phone banking Service 24 hours a day,7 days a week

. From anywhere
To: Director of Procurement

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Ab 01 407070

info@hepyemen.org

Tel: 01/535031 - 35

For information or subscription please call us on 01- 407030 or visit our website : www.ibyemen.com

CANA

Aéxén

Canadian Nexengroup of companies are one of Yemen’s premier Oil and Gas Exploration and Prodaotjmmnies. We provide our employee’s with exceller
compensation and benefits, excellent opportunities for training and development andl@mieplace to work.

FULL TIME TECHNICAL TRAINEES — CANADIAN NEXEN

Canadian Nexenis looking for 40 full time technical trainees to be trained as Mechailitadtrical and Instrumentation Technicians as well as Production Oysera

Successful applicants with embark on a full time, 12 - 18 month training program which will include a tomiin&nglish language instruction, technical classrogm

as well as on the job training designed to meet the requirements of the trainee’s speipiiicadissuccessful graduates of the program will work side by side with f
gualified employees and become an integral part of our Block 14 and Block 51 Opegsstians t

Successful applicants will work a 28 days on, 28 days off rotation at Canadian’NErocessing Facility located in the Masila and East Al Blagk located 150
kilometres north of Mukalla.

To be considered:

* Applicants must have graduated fom University in 2004, 2005, 2006 a2007

* Applicants must have graduated with an Engineering degre

* Please indicate in your resume your graduating mark (as a percent “%”)

» Applicants must have a high level of proficiency in English (both verbahnd written)

For further information or to apply for these positions, please visit our website:

http://www .nexeninc.com/Caeers/¥emen/
and click on View CNPE Opportunities

Application Criteria:
» All applications must be submitted through our online application system.
* Online Applications must be submitt&D later than April 1, 2007.
* A member of our recruitment team will call you if you are selected fort anelsinterview.
» Applicants can check the status of their application online using the bilitlve
* Please make sure that your Application contains all the needed pecamtatt andqualification information.
* Faxed or Handed-In CV’s wiNOT be considered

1t
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Youth / Fun Page

The last hero

R.N.Karadi
Rn_karadi@yahoo.com

Nothing is really true
Every thing is false

The moon is a bulb

The sun is a horse
Nothing is really true
People are toys

Names are Morse

I am not me you are not yours
We are not us of course
We speak different songs
We play separate words

| swear

We have nothing to share
Except hollow words
Shallow care

We had a dream

A nightmare

Soldiers in farms, we were
Now we are farmers

The battle is bare

Camera cannot show the smell of]
blood

When we die live
It is the only hero
The last to survive

O, my life!
By: Abdulnasser Al-Abdali

Each moment | spent with you

Like 1+1=2
With no doubt, much or few.

Each moment | spend with you
| feel that I am born anew

And several birds come in twos
To dng love songs for me and you,.
Each moment | spend with you
who

and truth

grew.

Each moment | spend with you
| believe my life is meant for you.

Is to me unforgettable and also trde.

Reminds me of no one other thian
The one whose heart is so full of Igve

And the only one for whom my loje

International Women’s Day  THROUGH THE MIND'S EYE

women’s rights and to assist in achievJulian calendar then in use in Russia,
ing universal suffrage for women. Thebut on 8 March on the Gregorian cal
proposal was greeted with unanimougndar in use elsewhere.
approval by the conference of over 100 Since those early years,
women from 17 countries, which International Women’s Day has
included the first three women electecassumed a new global dimension for
nternationalWomen’s Day (8 to the Finnish parliament. No fixed women in developed and developing
March) is an occasion markeddate was selected for the observance.countries alike. The growing interna-
by women’s groups around the tional women’s movement, which has
world. This date is also com- 1911: As a result of the decision takenbeen strengthened by four global
memorated at the Unitedat Copenhagen the previous yearUnited Nations women’s conferences,
Natlon_s and is d_eS|gnateq in manyinternational V\_/ome_ns Day was has _helped make the gommemora’aon hostile stancegainst each othemhile we ~ Ahmadinejad are “tofeaders” and “reli-
countries as a nat_lonal holldaMhe_n markgd for the first time (19 March) in rallying point for‘coc_)rdlnated effor_ts_ 10 .re in a dire need to stand hand in handjious references” of Shiitism.
women on all continents, often d|V|de_dAu§tr|a, Denmark, Germany anQdema_nd women's rights and participa- gyainstthe “real deadly enemy(s)". By standing against the Shiites togay
by national boundaries and by ethnicSwitzerland, where more than one-miltion in the political and economic | jstening tomosque-preachers nowa Who would be standing with these two
linguistic, cultural, economic and lion women and men attended ralliesprocess. Increasingly, International days, and even to the current cornmo heroes in the future? Of course, sich
political differences, come together toln addition to the right to vote and toWomen’s Day is a time to reflect on sense among the nation, one realizes theonflict may beextended from théocd
celebrate their Day, they can look backhold public office, they demanded theprogress made, to call for change andimmense danger théireatens the Islamic level to the international on&@he conflict
to a tradition that represents at leastight to work, to vocational training to celebrate acts of courage and deter nation (not nations), and the gab thatwould bewidened to be between rmoere
nine decades of struggle for equalityand to an end to discrimination on themination by ordinary women who have shakes the unity of théemeni nation i groups, but “countries'This serves only
justice, peace and development. job. played an extraordinary role in the his Particular “Is it time for more divisions the real enemies of Islam, Israel in
International Women’s Day is the Less than a week latem 25 March,  tory of women'’s rights. and conflicts amond/uslims?Everyore Lebanon and the U.SA. in the whole
story of ordinary women as makers othe tragicTriangle Fire in NewYork .ShOUId ask oneself this question c_o_ns_ider region, which are behind any such on
history; it is rooted in the centuries-oldCity took the lives of more than 140 The Role of the United Nations ing the state olveakness and humllla_tlon flicts in the world ;

o ; o ) . that has gradually haunted the Islamic and Actually, the Houthian rebels do not
stru_ggle of women to partlc[pate |nworl_<|ng_g|rls_, most of th_em Italian and FeV\_/ causes promoted by the _Unlted Arab nation. represent all the “Shiism”, and ther
society on an equal _footlng_ v_v!th men.erw!s_h immigrants. This event ha_d Nations have generated more intense 1y avents that are ongoing in Sa’adamight be some of the “Sunnis” among
In ancient Greecdé,ysistrata initiateé  significant impact on labour legislation and widespread support than the eam provoke the nation’s anger. Every one,them. They must be fought, no doubt in
sexual strike against men in order tan the United States, and the workingpaign to promote and protect the equal 3nd myself too, is against thelouthian ~ that, but not for being parts of this
end war; during the Frenchconditions leading up to the disasterights of women. The Charter of the rebels in Sa’ada, antle, as gart of this  “Islamic sect”, but for rebelling against
Revolution, Parisian women callingwere invoked during subsequentUnited Nations, signed in San “dear homeland”, should be one handthe government.Launching a political
for “liberty, equality, fraternity observances of Internationdlomens Francisco in 1945, was the first inter against them not because they ararfro and sociawar againsthiite Muslims as
marched onVersailles to demand Day. national agreement to proclaim gender Sa'ada or for beinghiite, but becaus @ whole is unfai It is, therefore, better to
women’s suffrage. equality as a fundamental human right. they illegally rebel against thgovern  be against the Houthians, or better to say

The idea of an International 1913-1914As part of the peace move-Since then, the Organization has Ment so that a security gab had takeragainst the “rebellions only”.

Women’s Day first arose at the turn ofment brewing on the eve WorldWar  helped create a historic legacy of inter Place among the nation especialline If we want toknow the real danger of
the century, which in the industrialized!, Russian women observed their firsnationally agreed strategies, standards C0Mmon people living in Sa'ada and :E'S’bwe ?thou]!d cor:l3|defr|_vxt/ho would geL
world was a period of expansion andnternationaMWomen’s Day on the last programmesand goals to advance the nearby areas. . © Deneils ot SLich Conflie's among sue

. : : ! To be one hand against these rebel®r any other religious sects. The conflict
turbulence, booming  population Sunday in February 1913. Elsewheretatus of women worldwide. _ does not mean to stand against thebetween the Shiites asinnis in Irag, for
growth zfmd _radlcal ideologies. in Eurppe, on or around 8 March of_ the Qver the years, United Nations «ghiites” Muslims are Muslims regard instance, did really pave tiveay for the
Following is a brief chronology of the following year, women held rallies action for the advancement of women |ggg of any sect they belong f&nd itis  So called “peace-loversd occupy Iraq.
most important events: either to protest the war or to expresfias taken four clear directions: promo really more than enough to learn from theSimilarly, the same thing has repeated

solidarity with their sisters. tion of legal measures; mobilization of “lessons that ardaily taught”in Iraq and  itself in Somalia and Sudan but with “dif
1909:In accordance with a declaration public opinion and international other parts of the Islamic a#dab world. ~ ferent names of the conflict-parties”.
by the Socialist Party of America, the1917: With 2 million Russian soldiers action; training and research, including  Undoubted}, to stand against each In short, no need for more gabs among
first National Woman's Day was dead in the war, Russian women agaithe compilation of gender desegregat other is toweaken the nation's unity the nation. It is enough to be victims of
observed across the United States ochose the last Sunday in February ted statistics; and direct assistance toEveryone's realanger must beagainst  this “trap” in different Islamic and Arab
28 FebruaryWomen continued to cel- strike for “bread and peace’. Politicaldisadvantaged groupoday a central ~Whoever tries to destabilizize nation’s ~ areas. Allah Almighty says wham:aans
ebrate it on the last Sunday of thateaders opposed the timing of theorganizing principle of the work of the INterests. For this reason wemust be hBe togefth”er, and never get apartd S0 we
month through 1913. strike, but the women went on anywayUnited Nations is that no enduring against the Houthians and any otherhave to follow His |nsyru5:t|ons, andto act
‘e hi . - L .~ rebels in any corner of the country. logically through themind's eye.
o _ The rest is history: Four (_1ays later thesolu_tlon to sou_etys most _threatenlng “Shiites” and “Sunnis’ are  all

1910: The Socialist International, Czar was forced to abdicate and theocial, economic and political prob 1 isims: both should be togethehen  Majed Thabet Alkholidy is a 26 year
meeting in Copenhagen, establisteed provisional Government grantedlems can be found without the full par facing homeland and Islasmemies. Just old writer from Taiz, currently doig
Women'’s Day, international in charac-women the right to vote. That historicticipation, and the full empowerment,

recently people have raised the photos ohis M.A. at English Deplaiz Uni. An
ter, to honour the movement forSunday fell on 23 February on theof the world’s women. Hasn Nasr Allah for standing against ex-editor of Eng. Journal of the Uni.

Chosen from UN website By:
BasmaAnwar Naji Al-Sharmani

B.A. Political Science

Oil exploration and production
authority

By: Maged ThabetAl-Kholidy
majed_thabet@hotmail.com

Do we need more enemies?

Israel. We also feel proud of
Ahmadinejad,the IranianPresident, for
standing against theJ).S. threatens.
Today, people pray against “Shiites”
ever, nonsense to take though Hasn Nasre Allah and

onflicts are the nature oflal
creaturesBehind any con

flict there is always some
disputed interest. It is, haw

ACROSS
1 Skull and crossbones holder
5 Fearful
feeling
10 VD O H G\dyQisitor
14 Saddle irritation
15 Bloodsucker
16 Hacienda unit
17 Let the cat out of the bag
18 Caruso, among
others
19 Indy path
20 Hotel hiree
23 Junkyard dog
24 Cock-and-bull story
25 Transitory things
30 Plaid pattern
34 Certain numero
35 Horn in on?
37 &R Z S RsNadl«
38 Grade school greeter
42 “Maria BB B«
43 Certain cargo measures
44 Sugary suffix

. o MR n ) B, 1w TOARD
Universal Crossword c dlvin = HObLES e
Edited by Timothy E. Parker b fgz;z? " R,
45 Soprano Scotto or Tebaldi 6 Requirement &%S':H :‘:j
47 Tools for handymen 7 Hereditary factor '
50 3R Ugdlove 8 “,Y D Q Kihbdr
52 Loft filler 9 Blackmail tactic
53 Construction site posting 10 Understood by few
60 Th|S may be enough ll Sital’iSt Shankal’ m-lll '[ LCHE Mfr\ﬂ'-':fb' WAL m I O, m.ﬁ._ EEEN- TITTVRE : —
61 Glazed item, briefly 12 N R U Zpatron saint Wl T SR O PRREDOM THRK CEIING || T FROAT OF TRAT STURD T || WORLD TS VM T B GEMIRAT, T
62 December song 13 Telemarketer < \&im SERNTE CEEon P TG DO | e Y S B A | o TN BT ST S N
64 River to the Baltic 21 Bottom line i -
65 Do away with, in a way 22 Santa in California
66 Vacationing, e.g. 25 Old-time anesthetic
67 TDP P D ®Tweed 26 Working class
68 $ G Dgthird son and clockmaker member
Thomas 27 Muscle Beach dudes
69 Kind of excuse 28 Dig like a pig
29 . QL JKpvetection — - =
DOWN 31 Lake in Nevada and California Sy “jﬁwﬁﬂl
1 Certain descriptive aircraft 32 Bikini blast EET TOME EXEREE
letters 33 Breathing passages
2 Milne 36 Sicilian
creation volcano
3 WRRGson 39 Helpful folks
4 Cut down 40 Designated PG-13, e.g.
5 Mr. Hyde, e.g. 41 Nature lovers, e.g. (Var.)
46 Off-mike comments

“‘STRUCTURED THINKING”

48 Essex or Duesenberg, memo-
rably

49 Psalm-singer < \¥ext

51 Sign of boredom

By Fran & Lou Sabin

53 Chowderhead
54 Take apart

55 Italian desserts
56 Flyswatter < Varget

57 Door sign

58 “State Fair <state
59 Yoked sight

63 Caustic application
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Salmon Fishing in Yemen: a journey
to believe In the impossible

By: Fatima Al-Ajel his rational objections.
fatimafnfr@yahoo.com “Sheikh Mohammed
teaches Jones about the
‘ ‘ almon Fishing in importance of faith in life.
Yemen,” written The mutual understanding
by PaulTorday, is they develop helps bridge
one of the much- the gap between both seci
anticipated literary eties,” Torday adds. The
debuts of 2007. The novel is about salmon fishing trip repre
British scientist, Dr. Alfred Jones, who sents the authsrown jour
finds himself reluctantly involved i ney through life.
project to bring salmon fishing to the Born in 1946, Torday
highlandsof Yemen. The project subse read English literature at
quently changes his life and teaches him Oxford’s Pembroke
to believe in the impossible. College. After working in

Torday's novel is a black comedy; At a press conference, author Paul Torday gives the industry for 30 years,
combining both the serious and thea brief introduction about his book, “Salmon he began looking to do
COm|C in a tale Of pOlItlcal maChIFla F|Sh|ng in Yemen 7 as well as his first visit to Somethlng dlﬁerent f|nd|ng

tions, dreams, faith — and fish. Yemen. time to write within the past
“Salmon Fishing inYemen” is about three years. Additionally

hypocrisy and bureaucracy, dreamsl angration between Islamic faith and secu he's been a keen salmon

deniability, and the transformationallarism (East-West interaction).” fisherman for 15 years, able to indulge

power of faith and love. It also tackles He continued, “If |1 had written the his passion regularly from his home
the differences between the seculabook after visitingYemen, the theme near theNorth Tyne River
world of the West and the traditional would have been something else and not Returning to his original career
faith of the Middle East. “Yemen seemsa novel. It's not a political book per se;Torday published his first book with
to be the best country to illustrate thisrather it's a comic tale of two societies great support from his wife. “I was fal
point. | regret the absence of religion inmixing and learning from each ottier ~ tering to write it and afterward, | pre
theWestern world, Torday commented.  Did his imaginedYemen resemble ferred it to remain unpublished; howev
In a press conference at the Britishanything like the realyemen Torday er, my wife advised me to take a step
Council, the author clarified why he experienced after visiting? He statecand publish it,” he recalls.
chose to set the novel Yemen, a place that there were many similarities with There5 a possibility that the novel
he’s never visited, rather than anothesome differences. “When Visited may receive big screetreatment, if
country, noting thatvemen has man Haraz Mountain, it was much greene theres support for the project. “If the
aged to retain its traditions, values andhan | imagined, which is better. Also,novel is to be filmed, it must be made in
identity, having been unaffected bytheres an intensity about th¥emeni Yemen in order to be true to the spirit of
Western civilization, unlike most other people that surprised me,” he observedthe book. If it’s not filmed invemen, it
Eastern cultures. No strangéos the  Among thenovel's wonderful cast of won't beauthentic,” Brday advises.
Middle East, most notably Oman, characters is Mohammed, ¥emeni At the end of the press conference
Torday was able to draw a picture ofsheikh who mentors the hero JonesJorday expressed his pleasure at havin
Yemen after hearing about it. teaching him to be patient if he wants tovisited Yemen and hopes to visit again.
Because he hadn't visitefemen |earn more from life. The fishing project I plan to write articles in British news
before writing the bookTorday depend is the brainchild of th&¥emeni sheikha papers aboutemen and what I've seen
ed upon his imagination, as well asdevout and wealthy man, whose love ohere in an attempt to change negativ
research. “Since it isn’'t a travel book, itsalmon fishing and whose fervent,stereotypes prevalent in thé/estern
doesn't depend oexperiences gathered unwavering conviction that the impossi world about the East in general and
from traveling; rather, it absolutely ble can be made possible inspires thgboutYemen in particular,” he conclud
depends on the imagination and the-inteastonished scientist, overpowering all ofed.
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