
By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SA’ADA, April 8 – Tribal sources told

the Yemen Times that confrontations

between the Yemeni army and Houthi

loyalists are still aflame in numerous

areas of Sa’ada, particularly in

Dhahian city, as well as in Magz,

Sahar, Saqeen, Haydan, Kittaf, Baqem

and Al-Safra districts. And, for the first

time, the confrontations have extended

to Ghamar, a district bordering Saudi

territory.

Some Sa’ada residents mentioned

that the capital city of Sa’ada wit-

nessed tough clashes with heavy and

medium-sized weaponry last week

after Houthi loyalists attacked military

sites in Al-Ablah, Al-Sinarah and other

nearby positions south of Sa’ada. The

Yemeni army responded by attacking

areas in Al-Abdeen and Rahaban areas,

which are outskirts south of Sa’ada.

Confirmed reports indicate that

fighting renewed last Wednesday and

Thursday in Al-Safra’a district’s Bani

Mu’ath and Dammaj. Dhahian and

dozens of villages in Al-Talh, Bani

Mu’ath and Al-Salem suffered massive

damage after being attacked by air

fighters and tanks.

Dhahian fighting continues

Some displaced Dhahian locals

revealed that hundreds of civilians,

including women and children, are still

confined in the city because they were

unable to leave their homes, partly due

to the army siege around the city, in

addition to ongoing military action

between both warring sides. Thus, they

were unable to reach new areas allocat-

ed for displaced citizens in Baqem dis-

trict, which neighbors Saudi Arabia.

“Dhahian is an afflicted city and it’s

believed that epidemic diseases will

spread among locals due to the decom-

position of bodies under the ruins of

houses. Additionally, falling rains will

turn the city into a swamp for endemic

disease,” locals warn.

Official sources hinted that some

diseases already have spread among

displaced citizens, attributing such to

overcrowding and air pollution in

homes receiving the displaced.

Some soldiers told media outlets,

“Fighting is ongoing in Dhahian and

surrounding areas. The Yemeni army is

unable to reach the middle of the city

because Houthis are employing new

tactics in their fight against the army.

“Houthis dig trenches and passages

from streets into houses or some places

outside the city. Such tactics have

increased the number of victims among

army forces and pro-army volunteers

by permitting military men or volun-

teers into the city’s zones and later

besieging them with large numbers of

Houthi followers,” the soldiers

explained.

Hospital overcrowding

Citizens also mentioned that they wit-

nessed helicopters transporting the

bodies of dead and injured soldiers to

hospitals outside Sa’ada after the city’s

hospitals became overcrowded with

the bodies of dead military personnel

and tribal volunteers, in addition to

those others hospitalized.

Continued on page 3

A source at Al-Salam Saudi Hospital

said the victims from March alone

were 1,199 personnel, including 139

dead, 61 injured from landmines

implanted by the Yemeni army, 56 burn

cases and 43 handicapped cases due to

falls from high places. The same

source added that other victims were

transported via helicopter directly to

the Military Hospital in Sana’a, in

addition to hospitals in other gover-

norates.

Other sources said that Al-Jumhury

government hospital in Sa’ada, where

pro-army volunteers are admitted,

can’t hold any more victims; thus, new

victims are transferred to other hospi-

tals outside Sa’ada after receiving first

aid. However, they didn’t specify the

number of victims due to an imposed

media blackout.

Media sources pointed out that

Mohammed Badraddin Al-Houthi was

seriously injured during battles that

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

SANA’A, April 7 — President Ali
Abdullah Saleh issued a republican
decree last Thursday dictating the forma-
tion of a new government, to be led by
new Prime Minister Ali Mohammed
Mujawar and including 32 portfolios,
after reintroducing the Ministry for
Expatriate Affairs.

The new Cabinet includes 12 new
members following the resignation of
former Finance Minister Saif Al-Asali,
who was newly appointed as Minister of
Trade and Industry, and appointing
someone else in his place. In return, 10
ministers left the Cabinet and a minister
was appointed for the newly reinstated
Ministry of Expatriate Affairs.

While 16 ministers retained their
posts, another four were transferred to
other ministries.  Minister of Planning
and International Cooperation Abdul
Kareem Al-Arhabi also assumed the post
of Deputy Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs, in addition to his previous place-
ment.

The list of those who left the Cabinet
includes: General People’s Congress
Assistant Secretary-General Sadeq Amin
Abu Ras and Abdulrahman Al-Akwa’,
previously assuming the Ministry of
Local Administration and the Ministry of
Youth and Sports, respectively.

Further, Minister of Culture Khalid
Rowaishan, Telecommunications
Minister Abdulmalik Al-Mu’almi and
Human Rights Minister Khadija Al-

Haisami also left their ministerial posts.
Retaining their posts were: Interior

Minister Rashad Al-Alimi, Minister of
Planning and International Cooperation
Abdul Kareem Al-Arhabi, Information
Minister Hassan Ahmed Al-Lawzi,
Foreign Affairs Minister Abu Bakr Al-
Qirbi, Defense Minister Mohammed
Nasser Ahmed, Public Health Minister
Abdulkarim Rasa’, Minister of Fish
Wealth Mahmoud Zaghairi, Justice
Minister Ghazi Al-Aghbari, Higher
Education Minister Saleh Ali Bassura,
Minister of Tourism Nabil Al-Faqih,
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
Amatalrazak Ali Hummad, Minister of
Public Works and Roads Omar Al-
Kurshumi, Minister of Water and
Environment Abdulrahman Al-Eryani,
Minister of Oil and Minerals Khalid
Mahfoudh Bahah, Education Minister
Abdulsallam Al-Jawfi, Minister of Civil
Service and Insurance Hamoud Khalid
Al-Soufi and Minister of State and
Sana’a Mayor Yahya Al-Shu’aibi.

As for those joining the Cabinet for the
first time, the list includes: Mustafa
Baharan as Minister of Electricity,
Abdulqader Hilal as Minister of Local
Administration, Saleh Sumi’e as
Minister of Expatriate Affairs, Noman
Al-Souhaibi as Finance Minister, Kamal
Al-Jabri as Telecommunications
Minister, Mansour Al-Houshabi as
Agriculture and Irrigation Minister,
Ibrahim Omar Hajri as Minister of
Vocational and Technical Education,
Huda Al-Ban as Human Rights Minister

and Hamoud Al-Hitar as Minister of
Endowments.

Former Minister of Endowments
Hamoud Obad assumed the post of Youth
and Sports Minister, while Rashad Al-
Rassas and Adnan Al-Jifri exchanged
positions. The former was appointed
Legal Affairs Minister in place of Al-
Jifri, who assumed the post of Minister of
Parliament and Shoura Council Affairs.

Some observers believe Yemen has
done little regarding political and eco-
nomic reforms and combating corrup-
tion, which remains rampant in all state
institutions, while there’s no real activa-
tion of effective laws and legislation.
They believe Yemen’s is an impaired
government unable to achieve its peo-
ples’ wishes.

Read more on page 3
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Due to personal problems with his
father, Hamid Al-Showmi cracked
and decided to burn his father alive,
along with more than 40 worshipers
during a Friday prayer service last
week. He was caught, victims are
being treated and order has been rein-
stated in the area.

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori
For The Yemen Times

AMRAN, April 7 — Arson injured 33
people, including four children under
age 14, who were praying at Beit Al-
Amari Mosque in Al-Sawdah district in
Amran governorate, located some 60
km. from the capital of Sana’a. A man
petrol-bombed the mosque while wor-
shipers were performing Al-Jum’ah
weekly prayer last Friday.

Eyewitnesses said someone entered
the mosque while worshippers were in
prayer, sprayed fuel on them and the
walls, then set fire and locked them
inside. Local security announced its cap-
ture of the culprit, Hamid Al-Showmi,
who currently is being interrogated, the
district’s director conveyed.

The fire burned 11 worshippers
severely, necessitating their transport to
Al-Jumhury Hospital in Sana’a, which
has Yemen’s only specialized burn unit.
Another 22 were taken to local hospitals

in Amran, some with first- and second-
degree burns and some suffering from
asphyxiation, Dr. Khalid Al-Kurbati,
director of Amran Public Hospital, told a
Yemen Times reporter at the scene.

Amran Governor Taha Hajer
expressed his concern about the inci-
dent, noting that the trapped men’s rush
to escape the fire caused further harm.
Those nearer the windows managed to
escape without much harm, jumping
through the windows. The fire started at
the back of the mosque and in a flash,
the whole place was in flames. Men
began breaking the windows and shout-
ing for those in the neighboring houses
to unlock the mosque and free them.

Continued on page 3

Worshippers nearly burned
alive, culprit caught

New Cabinet members announced

The New Cabinet has a reform agenda focused on stimulating economic growth.
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“I saw the whole thing...” Abdullah

told YemenTimes

Sa’ada war: expanding fronts and tactics, increasing victims
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ADEN
Tourists arrive at Aden Port

April 7 — Seven yachts loaded with
tourists of various nationalities
docked Saturday at Aden Port, Yemen
News Agency quoted a marine source
as saying. As many as 33 tourists
from Belgium, France, Switzerland,
Austria, the Netherlands, Singapore,
Australia, Britain and the United
States arrived at the harbor on a
tourist trip.
The news agency added that a pro-
gram had been prepared for the for-
eign visitors to tour several archeo-
logical sites, historical attractions and
popular markets in Aden.

Officials discuss 
economic obstacles

April 8 — On Saturday, Aden
Governor Ahmad Al-Kuhlani dis-
cussed with a high-ranking British
diplomat from the British Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs Ministry
various economic obstacles posed to
Yemeni development, Yemen News
Agency reported.
Al-Kuhlani reviewed local authority
efforts to reconstruct infrastructure in
the old quarters and establish new
projects. The British official clarified
that his visit is within the framework
of his study on Yemen’s primary
issues, as mandated by his govern-
ment.

LAHJ
Teenaged boy’s body found

April 7 — Police in Lahj gover-
norate’s Tuban district discovered the
body of a 17-year-old boy who was
strangled to death, stabbed in his back
and neck with a dagger and left in an
unpopulated area. The victim, Nabih
Mohammed Nu’man from Abr
Lasloum village in Tuban district,
was thrown in a deserted area with
dogs surrounding his body.
Abdulsalam Al-Radhi, director of the
Lahj Criminal Investigation Bureau,
told Al-Ayyam daily newspaper,
“Twenty-four hours after we were
informed of the murder, police arrest-
ed a suspect from Al-Daba area in
Tuban district, who confessed that he
murdered Nu’man and discarded his
body in a deserted area.”

SANA’A
New foreign envoys to 

Yemen submit credentials
April 8 — Yemeni Foreign Minister
Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi on Saturday
received the credentials of newly
assigned foreign ambassadors to
Yemen. The new diplomats include:
Daoud Andul Muti, Jan Eliason,
Admir Badrey, Mustafa Nour, Antony
Feliamour, Warsheid Baowa and John
Enro-Defenz, ambassadors of the
Sultanate of Brunei, Sweden,
Albania, Bangladesh, the Philippines,
Ghana and South Africa, respectively.
The new envoys and Al-Qirbi dis-
cussed the means of mutual coopera-
tion between Yemen and their coun-
tries.

Sheikhs protest 
Al-Moayyad’s detention

April 8 — Hundreds of prominent
Yemeni sheikhs urged President Ali
Abdullah Saleh, his government,
Yemeni political parties and all civil
community organizations to take
quick action to free the detained
aging Sheikh Mohammed Al-
Moayyad and his aide, Mohammed
Zayed, who are imprisoned in the
United States.
They protested official indifference
toward Al-Moayyad’s case and
demanded the Yemeni government
pressure the U.S. administration to
release the pair. Rabish Bin Ali
Wahban, a prominent sheikh from Al-
Haima tribe, appealed to concerned
organizations to pursue serious
efforts to free the elderly sheikh and
his companion.

TAIZ
Arab Orphans Festival

April 7 — Islah Social Charitable
Society organized the Arab Orphans
Festival on Thursday under the slo-
gan, “Together for the Sake of a Safer
Future for Orphans.” The event
included poetry recitals and skits, in
addition to speeches by officials from
the society’s head office and branch-
es, as well as sheikhs and the mothers
of orphans.
Speeches stressed the necessity of
supporting charitable projects aimed
at caring for orphans, as well as train-
ing them in various scientific and cul-
tural areas so they’ll grow up to
become good citizens able to con-
tribute to their country’s development
and prosperity.

In brief

By: Moneer Al-Omari

SANA'A, April 8 — Marking its 60th

anniversary of its establishment, the

Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party organized

a celebration on Saturday in Sana'a.

The celebration was attended by

ambassadors, including Syrian and

Iranian Ambassadors, parties' secre-

tary generals and the party's affiliates

from across Yemen. 

On behalf of the party's secretary

general Dr. Abdulwahab Mahamoud,

Dr. Abdulrahman Saleh assistant sec-

retary general delivered a speech in

which he welcomed the attendees and

recounted the history of his party and

the long path it has been tracking. He

also delineated his party's attitudes of

different national, Arab and Islamic

issues, maintaining "The party has

come from the womb of this nation

and it is natural that it dedicates itself

for the nation's sake. 

In his speech, assistant secretary

general of General People Congress

Sultan Al-Barakani commended the

struggling of Ba'ath party and noted

the party has kept struggling since its

establishment despite all problems

and challenges. 

Similarly, Sultan Al-Atwani, secre-

tary General of The Nasserite

Unionist People's Organisation, deliv-

ered a speech on behalf of the Joint

Meeting Parties. Al-Atwani pointed

out that Ba'ath Party was a reason for

many victories achieved over the his-

tory of Arab Nation. He also stressed

that Arab citizens still keep a good

memories of the party's immortal vic-

tories.   

Al-Atwani also noted Ba'aths and

Nasserites were the first parties to

achieve a real unity in the modern his-

tory and this was between Egypt and

Syria in 1958 under the name United

Arab Republic; however, this unity

did not last for long as "Imperialism

managed to abolish this unity in 1961. 

He added that Ba'ath Party was a

key player in Yemen's unity achieved

in 1990, asserting such a unity should

be the cornerstone for a comprehen-

sive Arab Unity. 

Hamas Movement representative in

Sana'a Gamal Aisa assured Arabism

and Islam are not separated and called

upon Arabs and Muslims unit their

efforts in order to stand against the

Israeli project which does not target

Palestine alone but the whole Arab

World. He also noted that Israel is the

real enemy of Arabs and Muslims.

"There is no option left except to

unit and join our efforts for the sake of

the nation, whether people, states or

parties," said Aisa.

In their released statement, the

party denounced the American occu-

pation of Iraq and its intervention in

Arab issues like in Lebanon and

Sudan. It also condemned the Israeli

assaults against Palestinian people. 

It also denounced the war escalating

in Sa'ada and asked President Saleh to

face and fight what they called "crim-

inal gangs" in order to maintain the

nation's unity and stability. He also

called all parties in parties in Yemen

to stand against what they named as

"Sa'ada sedition". 

Ba'ath Party was established in

1947 in Damascus's Al-Rasheed Café

by different Arab strugglers under the

influence of Michael Aflaq and

Head of National Relations

Department. The party has undergone

different challenges and hurdles of the

course of its history. It suffered disin-

tegration in 1964 at the hands of

Syrian President Hafez Al-Asa'ad and

since then the party divided into the

Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party based on

Damascus and Ba’ath National Arab

Socialist Party based on Iraq. 

The party also divided in Yemen

following Yemen's Civil War that took

place in 1994 and exactly in 1996

after the party's high ranking officials

let in a conflict with the former secre-

tary general Qassim Sallam and most

leaderships headed to Arab Socialist

Ba'ath Party.

Despite this, Naif Al-Qanes, head of

national relations department at the

Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party assured

the two parties have in common more

things than those that create differ-

ences. 

He also revealed that there is a dia-

logue going on between Ba'athis at

national and regional levels to restore

their unity, maintaining that Syria has

become a home for all Ba'athis after

the collapse of Saddam Hussain

regime in Iraq.

Yemen's Ba'ath Party denounces war in Sa’ada

TAIZ, April 7 — In collaboration with

Taiz-based Lawyers Syndicate and

supported by the German GTZ, the

Chamber of Commerce's Business

Arbitration Center organized a

training course last Tuesday and

involved 20 trainees on business

arbitration and resolving business

disputes. 

Lasting for three days, the course

aimed to qualify lawyers and judges to

be accredited as official business

arbitrators in order to compensate for

the shortage of specialized business

courts whose trials take long time. It

also aims to help diminish problems

affecting investments and commercial

and industrial activities. 

Business Arbitration Center

chairman Adnan Abdullah Saleh told

Yemen Times they benefited from the

course and they acquired new legal

skills that will facilitate our tasks as

arbitrators. 

Saleh added developing business

arbitration would help diminish the

pressure on commercial courts and

also help national development. He

added that such arbitration is followed

in more than 160 countries across the

globe and it is favorable in

international business community to

resolve the business disputes.

Lawyers & judges trained as business arbitrators

SANAA, 8 April —  Former Minister

of Finance Saif Al-Asali voiced his

surprise over news that  spoke of a

political stand-off and crisis following

his rejection of the Minister of Trade

and Industry post. 

Dr. Al-Asali interpreted his removal

from the finance ministry due to the

work of "powerful individuals" who

opposed his anti-corruption drive. Al-

Asali clarified that he is still working

with the government and that plans to

serve Yemen through  the

establishment of  a research center

focused on government reforms,

inline with the election  program of

the president Saleh . 

According to sources, Al-Asali

explained that ministries are not

personal property and government

posts do not become personal rights

for officials, he also denied that his

removal from the his post as finance

minister and his appointment as

Minister of Trade and Industry was on

grounds of  “settling of scores”. He

also denied expecting the new cabinet

to fail, adding that the latest cabinet

reshuffle exemplifies a new vision for

president Saleh which may be better

for Yemen. “I had refused a lot of my

rights while holding the post of

Finance Minister, as my aim was and

still is to sincerely serve our country,

however, different people have

different views on how to  serve

Yemen." Al Asali added.

Al Asali also expressed his thanks

to the president for supporting his

work while in the ministry of finance,

and he also expressed best wishes for

the new Cabinet to continue the

reforms program, especially the

financial and fiscal reforms in Yemen,

wishing all the best for all members of

the new Cabinet.

Al-Asali: Government posts

do not become personal rights

SANA’A, April 8 — A Yemen Times

Journalist was detained for over two

hours in the construction site at the

bridge linking between the 60 Meter

Street and Hadda Street. The

Journalist went to the site in order to

take photos of a small collapse on one

of the sides of the construction site.

The journalist walked into the con-

struction site through the entrance of

the constructions site without being

stopped, and walked a distance of

over 200 meters, took a few photos

and started walking out of the site.

While leaving, the journalist spoke

to a Chinese engineer asking him

about the collapse, only to be asked

by the engineer not to publish a news

story about the collapse and delete the

pictures taken, the Yemen Times

Journalist agreed to cooperate with

the engineer and promised not to pub-

lish any of the taken photos. However,

the journalist was stopped again by

some of the guards of the construction

site, and he was verbally abused and

ordered to surrender his camera. The

Journalist was then insulted further by

Ali Shaiban, who works as a guard at

the constructions site. Shaiban threat-

ened to punish the journalist for his

entry into the site; he said that he was

following instructions as given to him

by the Chinese engineer.

The Journalist tried to convince the

Chinese engineer that the construc-

tions site is a civil project and not a

banned area, and that his entry wasn’t

obstructed by a guard, and no sign

was there indicating photography is

prohibited. He further promised that

he will not publish the story but the

engineer ordered the guards to seize

the journalist and the camera in an

insulting manner. “I refused to delete

the photos because I refused to accept

the despicable treatment of the engi-

neer and the guards, but maybe the

Chinese engineer is excused to

behave this way because his culture

and the company’s administration cre-

ated a sense of horror among its

employees during the presence of the

reporter” the journalist said; “I don’t

know why they feared me although it

is normal to take photos which may

be documented on behalf of the com-

pany in case it is held accountable for

delaying progress of the project.”

The Journalist contacted Yemen

Times headquarters who in turn con-

tacted the police in order to go to the

constructions site to investigate the

threats to the journalist and bring him

out of the site, however, although the

police stated that they would send a

police vehicle to the site, and con-

firmed that a crime has been reported.

The Journalist was detained for two

hours until Yemen Times management

mediated and called on other guards

to interfere, indicating that unless the

Journalist was freed immediately the

news paper would press charges

against the Chinese constructions

company operating at the site for the

illegal detention of the Journalist.

The damage in the construction

work was caused by heavy rains in

Sana’a due to lack of water courses in

that area to divert rains away from the

constructions site. The heavy rains

damaged some soil barriers in the

bridge project which in turn skewed

the iron bars holding one of the sides

of the fly-under which is being con-

structed.

YT Journalist detained over photos

Iron bars have been used in order to support the structure bent because of the collapsing muds.

SANA’A, April 8 — At its session on

Saturday, Yemen’s Parliament

rejected procedures taken to join the

International Criminal Court, as well

as the March 24 agreement on the

court’s Rome Statute.

The invalidation resolution

occurred after more than 80 members

of Parliament requested balloting,

which more than 100 MPs approved.

There was disparity and clamor

between MPs, within parliamentary

blocs and internal parliamentary

committees when the statute was put

on the ballot. Some MPs spoke about

foreign involvement and acted for

the first time outside of their partisan

affiliation.

Last month, Parliament voted to

join the Rome Statute; however, such

vote was considered invalid at

Saturday’s session because it

violated internal parliamentary

bylaws.

Thirty-four MPs voted to join the

agreement, while 23 voted against it

at the first session; however, 50

members voted for it and 80

members rejected it at the second

session.

Parliament rejects joining

International Criminal Court

SANA’A, April 8 — During its

Wednesday session, Parliament

postponed electing the Anti-

corruption Authority in order to verify

nominees’ credentials and complete

the legal procedures required for

nomination.

Member of Parliament Abdulkarim

Shaiban said the committee that

Parliament’s Presidency Board

authorized to receive candidate

applications has taken wrong

procedures, contravening Article 9 of

the law. He considers the committee’s

report a violation of the law because it

includes only 25 candidates, whereas

the required number is 30 applicants,

according to the law. The MP pointed

out that such a report affords

Parliament only a limited opportunity

to select the most eligible candidates.

Shaiban clarified that the

committee should verify candidates’

credentials, but not depend on data it

receives from the Shoura Council.

Prominent MP Sultan Al-Barakani

stressed that the parliamentary

committee must deal with candidates

objectively and examine well their

employment history and

qualifications, as well as their

capacity to confront corruption.

Additionally, the committee must

forward a report on them to

Parliament.

Al-Barakani’s proposal was

welcomed by a majority of MPs,

which enraged Deputy Parliament

Speaker Yahya Al-Ray’i, who

asserted that Al-Barakani is playing

an enlightening role these days.

MP Nabil Al-Basha of the General

People’s Congress reacted to the

deputy speaker’s curiosity and rage,

saying, “Why should we become

enraged when we hear a good

proposal from the head of the GPC

parliamentary bloc?”

MP Abdurrazaq Al-Hijri of the

Islah Party backed Al-Barakani’s

proposal, saying, “Candidates’ names

should return to the committee in

order to verify their files and then

prepare a comprehensive report on

their employment history, experience

and qualifications and forward it to

Parliament.”

The parliamentary committee

presented a report on procedures

related to approving candidates for

the Ant-corruption Authority,

reporting that it received only 28

candidates after other applicants

withdrew.

Parliament postpones electing 

Anti-corruption Authority

Former Finance Minister Saif Al-

Asali.

The Parliament in one of its sessions. YT PHOTO ARCHIVE
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� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.

Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.
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By: Moneer Al-Omari

SS
tudents from across Yemen
and the Gulf recently partic-
ipated in regional workshop
on climate change conduct-
ed by the Yemen-based

British Council. The students were
chosen from schools in Yemen, Oman,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates. Tim Radford of the
Guardian newspaper and Alex Kirby of
the BBC lectured during the workshop
directed at “Tomorrow’s Journalists.”

The workshop aimed to teach the
young journalists the basics of writing
articles about environmental issues and
then reflecting them in school publica-
tions and newspapers. It also sought to
help the students understand environ-
mental problems and communicate
them to the public. Thus, they can
share their similar experiences, partic-
ularly since they are from the same
region where the environmental con-
cerns are nearly the same.

Further, the workshop was an exten-
sion of a climate project conducted last
June, July and September in Mukalla.
Entitled “South, North, East and
West,” the project also included an
exhibition of lectures and photographs
on climate change. Additionally, the
British Council delegated 12 leading
photographers to document climate
change across the globe.

To their surprise, they discovered
shocking realities about Earth’s climate
and environmental situation, with one
finding that Mount Kilimanjaro’s peak
no longer has ice. They also discovered
that ice at both poles is melting, thus
raising sea levels and leading to more
floods.

At a reception honoring Tomorrow’s
Journalists last Monday, Kirby com-
mented that the environment should
concern everyone, maintaining that
more attention should be given to the

environment in order to diminish the
risky effects incurred by humanity.

He added that it’s necessary to cause
the public to have a sense of these
problems; therefore, young journalists
can reflect such concerns in their
school publications. Their stories also
can find their way to local newspapers
and magazines in their home countries.

At the reception, Minister of Water
and Environment Abdurrahman Fadhl
Al-Eryani stressed that the present gen-
eration should take care of the younger
ones, maintaining that we shouldn’t let
them down. In this regard, he hinted at
Yemen’s water crisis resulting from cit-
izens’ unwise use of water.

Al-Eryani noted that there should be
partnership between countries, adding
that environmental consideration
should be done at a regional level, as
any harm in one country will affect
others.

He further asserted that many Arab
problems stem from lack of awareness,
explaining that such a workshop helps
raise awareness and spread a culture of
environmental protection.

For her part, Yemen’s British
Council Director Elizabeth White
pointed out that the council, which
operates in 102 nations worldwide, has
exerted much effort to spread aware-
ness about climate change and its
future risks.

She went on to say that the students
were brought together in Yemen to
learn about environmental problems
resulting from fuel over consumption
and pollution ensuing from oil extrac-
tion and treatment operations, pointing
out that they are the ones who will live
with the consequences and be affected
by environmental problems.

“We should give more attention to
the environment. Every nation should
engage in such a process because we
all live on one planet,” White conclud-
ed.

Student journalists learn

about climate change

We should give more attention to the environment. Every nation should
engage in such a process because we all live on one planet.

By: Khalil Mohammed

For Yemen Times
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n a hopeful step toward a better

partnership between govern-

mental agencies and Youth

Civil Organizations in fighting

corruption the committee for

fighting corruption in the youth consul-

tative council held a symposium to dis-

cuss corruption in Yemen, in coopera-

tion with the Central Organization for

Control and Audit (COCA).

Mr. Oabeed Shareem, deputy chair-

person of COCA, started the discussion

by identifying the role of the COCA in

fighting the widespread corruption

within government agencies. "Our role

is to report every corruption crime and

transfer it to prosecution and justice

courts", he said "we can not do more",

Oabeed added.

He didn't give any further details

about the role of COCA, the only

observing apparatus in the Yemeni gov-

ernment, but rather he held the NGOs

and the society responsible of rooting

out this uncontrolled phenomenon.

"The society must have good aware-

ness on corruption, starting from hous-

es to schools then to organizations, spe-

cially youth ones unless this happens

corruption will not be root out" 

Mohammed Al-Qadhi, one of the

attendants, commented on this saying

corruption has a trend to social culture

and needs to every effort and mean to

change it " as we fight Israel by boy-

cotting their products we should follow

the same mean and boycott all corrupt

officials whoever they are"

The National Identity

Amr Abdol Galeel of the youth con-

sultative council, explained the concept

of the national identity in a paper pre-

sented at the symposium, he stated that

it is a number of elements and links

which tie people and make a common

consensus between the people: "aren’t

blood, language, religion, sect, culture

and traditions in common these links

and ties? … or is it the Economic

Interests, the government that manages

their affairs, the Historical Memory of

all their prides and achievements?" he

further questioned.

"Yes all of these are the links and ele-

ments that make our National Identity

and they are, at the same time are the

elements of disintegration and civil

wars if misused and wrongly per-

formed." Abdol Galeel answered.

On another hand, Abdurrahman

Barman from HOOD Organization for

Rights Defense sees the oppression,

corruption, poverty, are the reasons of

weakening the National Identity within

people towards their nations.

Questionnaire on Corruption 

Five days before the symposium,

300 questionnaire were distributed to

each employee in different official and

civilian's authorities this questioner

aims to unveil the corruption average in

the identified authorities, "the results of

the questionnaire were disappointing

where most of the authorities rejected

the papers like Taxes Authority" said

Waleed Abdul Hafeed chairman of the

Youth Consultative Council " while the

ministry of foreign affairs refused even

to look at it " he added.  

"However, there were some other

authorities welcomed the initiative and

answered all the question papers pre-

sented to them still others who took the

papers and didn't return them to us. "

said Abdul Hafeed .

About the outcomes of such initia-

tives in limiting and fighting corruption

said Abdul Hafeed,"what we discov-

ered is that the corruption is rampant

from top to bottom in each questioned

authority" 

Youth: Half of the Present, All of the Future

Continued from page 1

The new Cabinet swore an oath before
President Saleh on Saturday, after
which he chaired a meeting with the
new government, outlining its future
tasks and the responsibilities laid upon
them as members.

Saleh also told them that war
should be declared against corruption
and corrupt officials, noting that there
will be no intervention in government
tasks and work.

He further demanded the ministers
abandon nepotism, fight price hikes
and fix prices to improve citizens’ liv-
ing standards.

For his part, Prime Minister
Mujawar pointed out that his govern-
ment will be responsible for any short-
comings; however, he requested non-
intervention by government authori-
ties.

New ministers’ CVs

Ali Mohammed Mujawar – Prime
Minister
- Born 1953 in Shabwa
- B.A. in economic administration

from Algeria University, 1981
- M.A. in economic administration

from France’s Grenoble
University, 1987

- Ph.D. in production administration
from Grenoble University, 1991

- Member of higher studies, busi-
ness management department,
Aden University’s Faculty of
Management

- Dean of the Faculty of Oil and
Minerals, 1999-2001

- Deputy minister of Civil Service
and Insurance

- General manager of Al-Barah
Cement Factory

- Minister of Fish Wealth, 2003
- Minister of Electricity in the last

government reshuffle, 2006

Mustafa Yahya Baharan – Minister
of Electricity
- Born 1957 in Ibb
- Ph.D. in nuclear physics from the

U.S., 1992
- Head of the National Committee

for Nuclear Energy
- Staff member, Faculty of

Education

Judge Hamoud Abdulhamid Al-
Hitar – Minister of Endowments
- Born 1955 in Ibb
- M.A. in civil judiciary from

Egypt’s High Institute of
Judiciary, 1983

- Chairman of the Sana’a and Al-
Jawf Appeals Court

- Chairman of the Penal Department
- Chairman of the Supreme Judicial

Council
- Member of the General Assembly

of Yemeni Scholars Association
- Head of the Capital Appeals

Court, 1994-1998

Abdulqader Ali Hilal – Minister of
Local Administration
- Born 1962 in Sana’a governorate
- B.A. in police and law and Sharia,

1984
- Deputy governor of Ibb and Ibb

governor, 1996
- Hadramout governor, 2001–2007
- Member of the Yemeni-German

Friendship Association
- Member of the Charitable Society

for Supporting Al-Aqsa Al-
Shareef

Saleh Sumi’e – Minister of
Expatriate Affairs
- Born 1955 in Mahwit
- Ph.D. in constitutional law from

Egypt, 1988
- Staff member at Sana’a

University’s Sharia and Law
Faculty

Noman Taher Al-Souhaibi –
Finance Minister
- Born 1965 in Al-Sadda, Ibb
- B.A. in accounting from Sana’a

University
- Deputy chairman of the Tax

Authority, 2001-2005
- Chairman of the Tax Authority,

2005-2007

Kamal Hussein Al-Jabri – Minister
of Telecommunications and
Information Technology
- Born 1964 in Sana’a
- B.A. in electronic engineering

from the U.S., 1990
- Director of the General

Corporation of Wire and Wireless
Telecommunications

- Member of the General Authority
for Post and Postal Savings board
of directors

- Member of the General
Corporation for
Telecommunications board of
directors

- Member of the TeleYemen board
of directors

Mansour Ahmed Al-Houshabi –
Minister of Agriculture and
Irrigation
- Born 1955 in Ibb
- Assistant professor at Sana’a

University’s Faculty of
Agriculture

- Dean of the Faculty of
Agriculture, 2004

Ibrahim Omar Hajri – Minister of
Technical and Vocational Education
- Born 1961 in Hodeidah
- B.A. in computer science from

Kuwait, 1985
- M.A. in statistics from Kuwait,

1989
- Ph.D. in statistics from the U.S.,

1998
- Assistant professor at Hodeidah

University’s Faculty of Education,
1988-1993

- Assistant professor at Dweller
University

- Dean of the Faculty of Education,
1999-2004

- Deputy president of Hodeidah
University for High Studies and
Scientific Research, 2004

Mohammed Abu Bakr Al-Maflahi –
Minister of Culture
- Born 1949 in Yafe’e, Lahj
- B.A. in geography from Libya,

1974

- Diploma in higher studies on pop-
ulation growth from the U.K.,
1978

- M.A. in educational administra-
tion from the U.S., 1990

- Ph.D. in educational administra-
tion from the U.S., 1993

- Director of Economic
Development in Aden at the
Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research

- Director of Higher Education
Development, 2003

- Head of Administration and
Education Planning at Sana’a
University’s Faculty of Education,
1997- 2003

- Dean of Sana’a University’s
Faculty of Social Science, 1998-
2002

Khalid Ibrahim Al-Wazir –
Minister of Transport
- Born 1971 in Sana’a
- B.A. in law and Sharia from

Sana’a University
- High diploma in maritime law

from Cairo
- Chairman of the General

Authority for Maritime Affairs
board of directors and legal con-
sultant for the Minister of
Transport, 2001-2007

- Director of the General
Administration of Legal Affairs
and the General Authority for
Maritime Affairs, 1998-2002

Huda Al-Ban – Human Rights
Minister
- Born 1959 in Lahj
- B.A. in economics from Aden

University, 1982
- M.A. with distinction in economic

science from Ukraine, 1987
- Ph.D. in economic science from

Ukraine, 1992
- Assistant professor of economics

at Aden University
- Secretary-general of the National

Committee for Education, Culture
and Science

- Advisor to the Ministry of
Education

New Cabinet members announced

Worshippers nearly
burned alive, culprit
caught

Al-Showmi, a young man around 25
years old, had suffered stress-related
disorder for the past four months.
Having been treated at the local hospi-
tal, he reportedly had improved and
was brought home. His mental illness
was caused by personal conflict with
his father, who was praying with other
worshippers at the mosque. Al-
Showmi’s brother said Hamid was
angry with his father and hence, tried
to burn him alive at the Friday prayer
service.

Abdulkarim Rasa’, who maintained
his post as Health Minister in the new
Cabinet, visited the patients in Amran
to check on them and ensure their ade-
quate treatment. Many patients con-
veyed their satisfaction regarding the
state medical care and felt sorry for
the culprit because of his mental dis-
order. However, others weren’t so for-
giving and believe the state should
take standard action in such criminal
incidents. In fact, some patients even
accused Al-Showmi of being a fol-
lower of the Houthi rebellion in
Sa’ada.

Although speculated by some

media, local security confirmed that
there’s no relation and the Sa’ada con-
flicts north of Amran have nothing to
do with religious sects in the area.

This incident is the third of its kind
in Amran, as a similar one occurred in
2001 when an assailant randomly
fired on a group of worshippers in a
Yanour area mosque while they were
performing asha’a prayer, killing
three and injuring others.

Another incident occurred in 2003
when an unidentified individual threw
a bomb at worshippers in a mosque in
Houth district’s Al-Khamri area,
killing one worshipper and injuring
two others

Sa’ada war: expanding
fronts and tactics, increas-
ing victims

A source at Al-Salam Saudi Hospital
said the victims from March alone
were 1,199 personnel, including 139
dead, 61 injured from landmines
implanted by the Yemeni army, 56
burn cases and 43 handicapped cases
due to falls from high places. The
same source added that other victims
were transported via helicopter direct-
ly to the Military Hospital in Sana’a,
in addition to hospitals in other gover-

norates.
Other sources said that Al-Jumhury

government hospital in Sa’ada, where
pro-army volunteers are admitted,
can’t hold any more victims; thus,
new victims are transferred to other
hospitals outside Sa’ada after receiv-
ing first aid. However, they didn’t
specify the number of victims due to
an imposed media blackout.

Media sources pointed out that
Mohammed Badraddin Al-Houthi was
seriously injured during battles that
took place last week.

Other Houthi news

In another development, Houthi loyal-
ists admit that they hold more than 70
war prisoners: 50 from among pro-
army volunteers and 20 from security
and armed forces personnel.

The sources assure that Houthis are
ready to exchange the war prisoners
for some of their prisoners, which
number approximately 1,300 captured
on numerous fronts and in several
other governorates, adding that most
of them have no link to Houthis or the
slogans they used to chant.

Yemeni Socialist Party organ
Aleshteraki.net reported that numer-
ous scholars, sheikhs, teachers, politi-
cal and partisan leaders signed a doc-

ument last Friday afternoon, calling
for a peaceful march in Sa’ada city.
Participants will call for intervention
by wise individuals to halt the war and
return the city to its normal life after
residents’ discomfort with the contin-
uing war, which has suspended their
businesses and spread disease, along
with displacing residents from their
homes and villages.

The document, which is still being
signed, pleads with President Ali
Abdullah Saleh and all wise men in
the country to intervene to help war-
affected locals and halt the war, as
well as enable them to buy foodstuffs
and medicines and lead their daily
lives, particularly when their busi-
nesses have been suspended and farms
damaged in Sa’ada and other districts.

Local authorities in Sa’ada last
week detained eight individuals from
Muftah district due to their stance on
the Sa’ada war. Sources close to the
detainees declared that the sons of
Muftah district denounce the act,
especially since the detainees were
arrested without any clear indictment,
except studying at Houthi summer
camps prior to the eruption of the first
Sa’ada war in 2004. The sources
added that most of the detainees are
underage.
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By: Almigdad Dahesh Mojali

Dahesh95@yahoo.com

For the Yemen Times

PP
overty and complete
absence of government
care for the marginalized
black minority in Yemen
are the main reasons for the

misery and troubles this minority faces.
Most Yemenis consider those of this
minority disgraceful and not worthy of
having any type of relationship with
them. Not only this, but the minority’s
misery and destitution have caused
many citizens to spread bad rumors
about this persecuted minority.

The main financial resource for fam-
ilies in this minority is to work as street
cleaners and they cooperate with one
another to cope with the problems they
face. Ayesh Ali, deputy chief of the
minority, explains, “Our usual work is
to clean streets, but the salary, which is
YR 17,000, does nothing for us, so we
sometimes work for private cleaning
companies.”

He continues, “All of us are very
poor and some families have many
members and no father. Such families
receive very little money from the
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
every three months, in addition to their
YR 6,000 salary – and this is in the best
situations. Despite the severe poverty
we suffer, our community is very coop-
erative, where you’ll find that we col-
lect money for those families with ill
members.”

Although a minority of blacks clean
streets, this doesn’t mean the govern-
ment doesn’t allow them to work in
other fields, as they are considered
Yemeni citizens with the same rights
and obligations as any others.

Sameer Ahmed Abdu, 24, a member

of this community, explains, “We work
as street cleaners because we don’t
have qualifications, although we’re
allowed to go to school and university.
We go to school in the beginning, but
the problem is that the more you
progress in your studies, the more
money you need.”

Umm Abdu Omer, 35, expresses,
“Our children are allowed to go to
school and university. In fact, our
neighbor is a sports teacher at a public
school. However, the problem is that
we’re destitute. We don’t have money

to feed our children, so how can we
send them to school?”

Poverty and state negligence affect
not only the marginalized black minor-
ity’s economic and educational aspects,
but also health aspects. As a result of
the destitute situations the minority
endures, they can’t provide healthy
food or pay for health care services,
which cost a lot, both at public and pri-
vate hospitals. Consequently, many
suffer various diseases, which some-
times are infectious.

Moamar Sa’eed, 32, complains,
“How do you want the state to provide
us with health care services when it
doesn’t give anyone any type of health
care, let alone us? Those hospitals pre-
tending to be public and free take as
much from us as private hospitals. The
only difference between public and pri-
vate hospitals is that we receive better
care in the private ones and they don’t
extort us like the public ones do.”

He continued, “I took my mother to
Al-Thawra Hospital, where she spent
two months. She left after I had spent
YR 700,000 without any benefit. I then
took her to a private hospital and spent
less than a month there but with good
result.”

Umm Yahya Najeeb, 44, stresses,
“Many of our children suffer from
numerous diseases, especially during

winter, but we often don’t take them to
hospitals or clinics because we don’t
have money and, as you know, even the
public hospitals require money. Really,
I wonder why they call them public and
free?!”

The only aid this minority receives is
from Al-Saleh Corporation and a
Sudanese organization called Own. Al-
Saleh Corporation camps for two
weeks a year and supplies health care
services.

As the minority’s deputy chief Ali
explains, “We receive health aid from
Al-Saleh Corporation and a Sudanese
organization called Own. Al-Saleh
Corporation spends two weeks a year
treating the ill, providing them with
medicine and lecturing a team of select
individuals among us about first aid,
AIDS and infectious diseases. We then
teach others. The Sudanese organiza-
tion comes once a year, but only to dis-
tribute medicine.”

Poverty affects the economic, health
and educational aspects of this minori-
ty’s life, but not as much as it affects
them socially. As Ali expresses painful-
ly, “Many people spread rumors about
us and about our customs and tradi-
tions. Some say we don’t marry and
that we perform sex illegally, while
others say we don’t fast and pray. Still
others accuse us of eating our relatives

when they die instead of burying them,
under the pretext that they’ve never
seen us perform a funeral at the ceme-
tery.

“I’d like to take this opportunity to
tell them that we are Muslims exactly
like you. We pray and fast, we marry
and we bury our dead. How could we
eat the bodies of our relatives?! What
kind of person believes that? The only
difference between others and us is that
we bury our relatives as soon as they
die, not waiting until many people
come. Another difference is that they
have approximately seven days for the
condolence ceremony while we have
only three,” Ali concludes.

Mahmoud Mokred Abdu, 28, adds,
“Because some of our women are
unveiled and talk to others, some peo-
ple think they may do anything illegit-
imate, but that’s completely wrong.
Many women are unveiled and many
others talk to others, but this doesn’t
mean that any woman who talks to oth-
ers is ready to have bad relations with
others.”

However, non-marginalized individ-
uals don’t hold this view. “They are
poor and we respect them because they
are respectful and earn their livelihood
legally. They are better than many of
those who steal public funds and boast
about themselves,” Abdulkarim Al-
Najar observes.

The most prominent effect of pover-
ty regarding social aspects is that oth-
ers won’t accept to marry such margin-
alized people, even if they’re educated
or the other party accepts the proposal.

Ali confirms, “Others won’t accept
to marry from us and we don’t marry
from them. For example, our neigh-
bor’s son wanted to marry a girl from
Old Sana’a, but although she agreed,
her father totally refused. However,
when her father learned that they had
married, he accepted it.”

Some say poverty isn’t the only rea-
son why others won’t accept to marry
from or into the marginalized black
minority. As 55-year-old Mohammed
Mojali from a non-marginalized
minority clarifies, “Poverty isn’t the
only reason to refuse marriage with
them, as family ancestry is very impor-
tant, regardless of economic situation.
As you know, Yemeni society has
many social layers and relations and
differences play a strong role in select-
ing a family from which one will
marry.”

Abdulhamid Al-Yarimi, 45, has
another opinion, “In my opinion,
poverty is the main cause of all the
troubles and defects that make us

refuse young men from this minority.
Due to poverty, they aren’t educated,
they have no suitable accommodations
and no suitable jobs and that’s enough
to refuse them. We don’t refuse them
because they’re poor; rather, because
they can’t provide a suitable life.”

When one touches the life and reali-
ty of this poor marginalized minority,
he easily finds that poverty severely
affects all aspects of their lives except
political rights, wherein the minority
may exercise all of its political rights.
“The only thing we have from the state
is our political rights; thus, we have our
representative on the district’s local
council and we exercise our political
rights freely,” 28-year-old Majed
Obaad notes.

However, their political rights some-
times are taken by some means. As
Samirah Ayoob, 35, explains, “We can
exercise all of our political rights
freely, but the problem is that during
elections, some candidates come and
buy our votes; thus, due to our severe
poverty, most of us vote for the candi-
date who pays more.”
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HH
adramout is rich in natu-
ral wonders and tourist
attractions that grab the
attention of tourists
from across the world.

The number of tourist facilities in the
governorate has increased to 110 to
accommodate demand.  The number of
tourists rose to 28,000 last year, of
whom 3,800 were recorded during both
Eid holidays. Many of them spent most
of their time in Al-Mukulla, Al-Ghail
and Al-Shehr exploring the monuments

and attractions there. 
Hadramout’s Office of Tourism will

publish brochures about cities and
tourists attractions in Hadramout.
Further, it will publish maps of
Hadramout to help foreign visitors.
The office will also embark on raising
the profile of Hadramout among citi-
zens highlighting the economic impor-
tance of tourism in the region. By rais-
ing the importance of the tourist indus-
try to the economy they also hope to
aid the recruiting of new workers for
the burgeoning number of new restau-
rants, cafes and hotels. Moreover, it
aims to enhance the awareness of the

environment and the office will prepare
radio and TV programmes to help dis-
seminate environmental awareness
among citizens there. 

Hadramout has a lot of monuments,
historical cities and a 350 mile long
coastal strip which include varied types
of coral reefs. It is therefore an ideal
location for ecotourists attracted to its
golden sands, therapeutic mineral
water streams and natural reserves
such as the Sharmah Reserve, a place
nominated as a world nature reserve
due to the existence of rare types of
marine turtles.

"We have cooperated with the gover-
norate officials and the Governor to set
a plan for the protected areas and
where building should be banned while
promoting investment in sites in the
area. We also aim to ensure that no
harm comes to the turtles," said
Hadramout Tourism Office head Fadhl

Nasser bin Al-Sheikh Ali.
Socotra Island is considered an

important natural sanctuary and nature
reserve including a diversity of rare
flora and fauna. Plans have been
finalised to implement ecotourist proj-
ects there. Further, the office will pre-
pare a brochure in English and Arabic
about the historical Al-Hajrin city to
introduce it to local and foreign tourists
together with Socotra and Khaylah.
The ancient habitation of Shibam has
also received recognition as an histori-
cal site of great beauty.  It also figures
prominently the Office of Wadi
Hadramout’s programme.

Many festivals are conducted in the
governorates such as Al-Nakhail and
Al-Sidr festivals. The festival of Al-
Baldah is also an important festival in
Hadramout. “We are planning to make
this year's festival different from the
previous ones as it will include, apart

from the ubiquitous music, diverse
national folklore presentations and a
tourist village will built on the coast to
present some of the historical models
of the governorate's past.  Public games
together and artistic parties attended by
national and foreign singers will also
be held. God willing, it will be a dis-
tinctive festival”, said Ali. 

According to Ali, the capacity of
hotels in Hadramout amounts to some
five thousand rooms in total. Over the
many coming period many five-star
hotels are to be inaugurated the such as
Arab Sea Hotel, Bin Amr Chalet
together with other projects which will
meet the growing need for tourist
accommodation.

The world situation, of course,
affected tourism in Yemen especially
when the global media magnify inci-
dents out of all proportion to their actu-
al importance. Publicity to counter

such negative images has been suc-
cessful and we expect to receive some
50,000 tourists during 2007. 

The non-participation of women is
attributed to the social situation preva-
lent in the governorate. Nevertheless,
women should actively participate in
this regard because they are is an
important part of the tourist industry.
We wish more girls would work in
tourist facilities and, furthermore, we
have opportunities for girls to study
abroad. We ask every girl able to work
in this field to join and we will grant
her a scholarship to study abroad.
These scholarships were provided by
the state. 

Many thanks for all those who par-
ticipated in developing tourism in the
governorate, particularly the governor
Abdulqadder Hilal who exerts continu-
ous effort to upgrade tourism in
Hadramout.

Tourism in Hadramout

Neglected Minorities cry for help

Children are the prime victims of state neglect for minorities, no education, no sanitary living conditions, and no

future.

Vacancy Announcement

A multinational oilfield chemical company plans to recruit two

Yemeni nationals to work as chemical engineers at oilfields

throughout Yemen.

The job has no fixed rotations, typical field time is around

40% combined with office time in Sana'a. The company shail

provide intensive technical training to the successful candi-

date. The candidate must be willing to travel locally and inter-

nationally

Qualifications.

1-    University degree in Chemical Engineering of Chemistry.

2-    Fluent in English and Arabic languages both verbal and 

written

3-    Excellent computer skills

4-    Oilfield-(chemicals) experience is a preference

Interested and eligible applicants can deliver their applications

and detailed CV's to PO Box 19202, Sana'a Republic of Yemen.

Minorities don’t even have access to

clean drinking water.

Improper housing conditions add to the misery of minorities, this slum is

located on the suburbs of Sana’a

Shibam-Hadramout skyscrapers of Yemen.
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TT
he soldiers of Mauritania
have achieved the peace-
ful transfer of power in a
democratic and success-
ful manner. The vote

results were announced a few days
ago with the candidate Walad Al-
Sheikh Abdullah winning the coun-
try’s highest political post with a
slim margin. The Ruling Military
Council declared its acceptance of
the vote result before it was
announced, as well as its being ready
to protect it after it ensured the con-
ditions of free and fair elections. On their part, the
Ruling Military Council members cared for play-
ing a neutral role without the use of state’s facili-
ties in favor of a particular presidential contender. 

The Mauritanian polls constituted the first Arab
experience in which the soldiers played a decisive
role to achieve the democratic transformation.
They were about to be the second experience after
that of Sudan when Sowar Al-Dhahab quit power
in the 80s of the last century and handed the job
to an elected cabinet, however the soldiers
returned and implemented a coupe in 1989 and
are still grasping power until now. 

Today, the Mauritanian soldiers are the only
armed force that earns appreciation and respect of
the Arab people in different Arab countries.
Compared to other Arab armies, the Mauritanian
army is the only one that possesses a national
democratic victory gifted to it by its people. The
other Arab armies seem defeated by the foreign
enemy, engaged in internal wars or to function as
the main pillars for the totalitarian regimes. 

The Mauritanian democratic birth remained
uneasy for many years under the ousted president
Mawyah Walad Al-Taye’e. Despite the fact that
Walad Al-Taye’e committed to conduct the peri-
odic elections and allowed party pluralism, as
well as other aspects and forms of the democratic
regime, he established a formal democracy that
has no meaning. He remained controlling
Mauritania with the apparatuses of oppression
and claimed legislation, which he had been usual-
ly violating while running for president. During
his reign, democracy never advanced even a sin-
gle move forward and it failed to transfer the fates
of Mauritanians to their own hand; in other
words, to elect their own president. He proposed
a package of formal procedures to exercise vote
fraud and deceive people, and such an experience
made it difficult for the Mauritanians to get rid of
the totalitarian regime led by Mawyah Walad Al-
Taye’e. Through his fraudulent democracy, Al-
Taye’e continued exercising futile process that
plagued his country with mercilessness and cor-
ruption. He was preparing to bequeath power to
his son, who occupied several high-ranking mili-
tary posts. 

But, the Mauritanian armed forces, backed by
the security apparatuses, implemented a military
coupe against Al-Taye’e and deposed him from
power along with his tenure. They then
announced the Ruling Military Council under Ali
Bin Mohammed Walad Fal, who, since taking the
job, announced that the soldiers are ready to hand
the power to civilians after a short transitional
period. During this period, Mauritania
experienced real democratic practices and

processes of fair and free elections
for the first time in its history. 

Over a short time period, the
Mauritanian experience has topped
the list of Arab democracies, which
are called democracies
metaphorically but not in real-life
situation. Such a successful
experience was impossible to
happen without the military coupe
led by Walad Fal. 

Having an investigative glance at
the nature of Arab regimes, other
than Mauritania’s, one finds that the

model of the ousted president Walad Al-Taye’e is
as many times repeated as the number of Arab
countries controlled by the same backward
m2inds with the same corrupt tools and the
totalitarian means, which are characterized by
deception, lies and hypocrisy. If there was a
difference between any Arab leader and Walad
Al-Taye’e, it would be a difference in the degree
and not the type. Similarly, the Arab leaders
oppress their people’s hopes and aspiration of
democratic transformation. They devote
totalitarian regimes whose change is confined to
bequeathing power from parents after their deaths
to their senior sons. 

The Mauritanians have eliminated the
prevalent faith in the Arab region that the military
coupes do not work for managing transformation
toward democracy. What can the military coupes
achieve, according to the experience of Arab
coupes in the 50s, 60s and 70s of the last century,
is overthrowing  the royal regimes and replacing
them with republican ones. Some Arabs believe
that the military coupes can not make real
changes in the lives of Arab peoples, saying that
they fail to establish a democratic political system
where people have the be-all and end-all will and
determination to elect the regimes. 

Over time, the Arab military coupes of the last
century have become separated from the
announced goals progressed toward royal regimes
with republican colors or what is known
nowadays the inherited regimes. The most recent
Mauritanian experience reconfirmed the role of
military coupes and proved that these coupes
include democratic political projects that are
capable enough to overthrow the formal
democracies and replace them with real
democratic experiences. Moreover, these coupes
are the only well-tested means to end the
fraudulent projects and open the doors of hope
before Arab peoples. 

Any way, the military regimes with the
democratic tasks function as the new generation
of coupes after the old coupes have run out of the
justifications of their establishment and
disappointed the Arab regimes. What makes the
Mauritanian experience the only possible solution
is that the international community doesn’t accept
regimes of the old military coupes. Also, the
Mauritanian experience can be generalized as it
has little cost but good content and results. 

Ali Al-Sarari is a Yemeni Journalist and a well-
known politician. He is the head of the
information department at the Yemeni Socialist
Party.
Source: Al-Thawri Weekly.
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NN
ow that the Arab summit is over

for the 19th time and the same

agenda, it is probably a chance

to come to a compromise and

deal with our issues as Arab

states. This was visible to an extent in the

Riyadh declaration agreed on by the 17 heads of

states. Other than emphasizing on Arab unity

and other issues of concern and in addition to

congratulating each other for making it through

another five years in power, the Arab leaders

faced the inevitable and conceded to

normalizing with Israel. Not that they apposed

this earlier, it’s just now things are in the open.

And in order to save face, the declaration

included demands that Israel falls back to 1967

boarders and resettlement of Palestinian

refugees. Both demands were laughed off by

Olmert in more than one press statement during

the last few days although he did call it “a sign

of improvement”.

How long will it be before the peace-for-land

deal that was originally presented in 2002 be

rejected? Germany has made the Middle East

issues a priority during its six month presidency,

and this is why Merkel was in the region

recently advising people to get things moving

and compromise in order to make peace.

Again it is the waiting game before we

discover how well the Arab summit went. Will

Qadhafi be proved wrong for not believing in

his fellow Arab leaders or will time prove him

right? 

How much more would Arabs need to

compromise for peace to be established in the

region? And will they walk the extra mile if that

what it takes, even if it means losing popularity

among their people?

Many speculate that this is a different summit

and is one with concrete results. With the

European Union’s support and Saudi leadership

perhaps there is a chance.

Compromised peace:
Arabs and the Israelis
through the threshold

In the final analysis, it is in the hands
of the people in charge of this country
to make our transformation towards
democracy real and meaningful. It
would unfortunate if the change in
Yemen remains merely a show or
something superficial. 
Our politicians need to believe in
preparing for the 21st century. To do
that, they have to internalize some
new values.
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By: Ali Al-Sarari 

Arab summit in Riyadh

CC
ongratulations to all the Arab

leaders who met in Riyadh and

offered a "Peace Plan" to Israel.

“Blessed are the peacemakers,” pro-

claim all the religious texts. This is a

statesmanlike initiative and needs

applaud. The fact, that the leaders have

offered a peace proposal to Israel,

means that they recognize Israel, for

hitherto; many countries had main-

tained that they do not even recognize

Israel.

In the last year that I have lived in the

Middle East, I have seen the people of

Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine weep tears of

blood, at the violence, and battles that

rage in their countries. No problem in

the world was ever settled by violence

and war. I have friends from these

countries here, agonizing about their

families living back home.

Israel should study the “Peace Plan”

and respond by engaging in direct dia-

logue with the concerned parties. The

core of the Peace Plan is Israel will

have normal ties with all Arab states for

a) return of land seized in 1967, b) cre-

ation of a Palestine state and c) just

solution for Palestinians displaced in

1948, after the creation of Israel.

These 3 conditions are merited. It is

time the Palestinians too had a state of

their own to live in and govern. I have

met Palestinians refugees in a number

of countries like Jordan, UAE etc. Even

if the land given to some Palestine, may

not be entirely to their satisfaction, they

should reflect that some solution is bet-

ter than no solution. Moreover, Sheikh

Mohammad, the Prime Minister of the

UAE has taught the world how to trans-

form a desert into a blossoming gar-

den!!

Regarding a “just solution of

Palestinians displaced after the creation

of Israel”, this, is an international/UN

responsibility with Israel participating

actively. The creation of Israel was an

international decision and hence an

international responsibility. When India

and Pakistan were partitioned, the

Governments gave land to the uproot-

ed, to help them to resettle.

There come moments in history,

which are very definitive. We have seen

in movies like “Munich” and

“Executive Decisions”, and read in

books like “Vengeance” and “One day

in September”, how many deaths and

injuries have been caused by the ongo-

ing violence in Palestine. The Arab

offer for Peace is an important mile-

stone and should be seized by Israel

and Palestine, to end violence and let

ordinary citizens go on building their

lives and homes.

Rajendra  K.  Aneja

rkaneja@emirates.net.ae

Democratic experience
of the soldiers
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II
n coming and going to the Gulf States over
the last 30 years or so, one can reasonably
understand that the security and the STA-
BILITY of a country is very vital to that
country achieving a reasonable degree of

sustainable development.  In the case of the
Arabian Peninsula, this becomes even more sig-
nificant as the area holds more than 45% of
proven oil reserves (not to mention the hidden
natural gas as well) and even more important now
possesses close to US $ 3 trillion in reserves.

Yemen is seeking to become a bona fide mem-
ber of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and certainly has urgent rea-
sons for seeking to become a nation with a healthy robust economy that
needs to grow at the rate of at least 8% per annum.  This is if the country
can ever hope to overcome the problems of poverty and other social prob-
lems that are producing a state of stagnancy and obvious decay in its social
and economic fabric.  For the region, this can turn into a very dangerous
time bomb, with its neighbors continuing to witness steady and healthy
growth economically and a healthy standard of living that is improving year
by year, while Yemen continues to fall backward in its social and econom-
ic profile..  

The situation in Sa’ada is not a very good healthy sign that Yemen is
indeed in the right direction in this context.  This is the more so, when con-
sidering that Yemen has been undergoing a shaky unstable status almost for
the past half century.  Since September 26, 1962 (and the pre-Revolutionary
days of attempted coups), Yemen has witnessed major violent internal con-
flict, sometimes fuelled by external manipulation almost every 10 years.  In
addition the series of internal domestic upheavals, disturbances and the rise
of crime have produced an unwelcome aura of ongoing  instability.  This
cannot be said to be a healthy benchmark for any ambitious economic plan-
ners, who still stubbornly have faith in the ability of Yemen to achieve a
respectable economic growth rate and come out with an economy that can
provide for the needs of the rapidly growing population. 

The Gulf countries, in contrast, are indeed endowed with a very sound
economic base for achieving growth and for providing for more than just
the basic needs of the people of the respective countries.  But oil is not just
the fundamental basis for achieving sustainable economic growth, as can be
seen from the Omani and Bahraini context and it goes without saying, that
these latter states are still able to achieve healthy sustainable economic
prosperity, even though their oil and gas resources are relatively meager
when compared to their other partners in the GCC.  Moreover, as can be
seen from the Iraqi model, which is relatively wealthy in terms of resources,
the issue is not so much the amount of reserves lying underneath the
plateaus and plains of Mesopotamia.  Moreover, looking at Iran, which is
viewed as a “rogue” state by the United States and other western countries
highly influenced by the dreams of the international; Zionist establishment,
the economy of the country still enjoys improvement in all the economic
and social indicators of development, led especially by the Human
Development Index, among others.

The point to be made here is that it is not sufficient to draw up econom-
ic plans that are based on theoretical models, many of which give little
notice to the human factors involved in development.  These human factors
would have to rely on having a sound stable economic venue without the
problems of social conflict and internal political instability.

Every year this observer has come to Qatar, one can see the importance
of political and social stability, as the country witnesses the rapid develop-
ment that the country continues to enjoy, which the observer cannot fail to
see on the ground, even if afflicted with a severe case of cataract.  This can-
not be said to be the case for Yemen, because Yemen has yet to enjoy a full
decade of peace and stability, let alone half a century as such, as its good
neighbors have been enjoying.    

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for

more than 20 years.

Stability is so very important

By:Hassan Al-Haifi

Letters to the EditorThe new cabinet formation

By Samer



Al-Sahwa Weekly, Mouthpiece of the
Islah Party 
Thursday, April 5   

Main Headlines 
- JMP criticizes the way government and

ruling party deal with corruption 
- Politicians: It is impossible for the new

cabinet formation to change the coun-
try’s situation

- After MPs threatened to resign,
Parliament forms committee to investi-
gate Balhaf incident

- Parties continue dialogue amid calls for
media monitoring 

- Domestic markets experience skyrock-
eting prices of foodstuffs 

- Culture Minister accuses GBA
Chairman of embezzlement 
The Minister of Culture Khaled Al-

Rowaishan asked head and members of
the parliamentary media and culture com-
mittee to take the necessary procedures
against Faris Al-Saqqaf, Chairman of the
General Book Authority, for illegally

withdrawing money in his name after
dropping his family name from the
checks so that nobody can identify him,
the Islah Party-affiliated weekly reported.
It quoted the Culture Minister as saying
that his deputy Ali Hashem Bin Ali was
authorized to go to the GBA Chairman to
detect the money withdrawal from the
bank against a check without his last
name. 

Reacting to the accusation, Al-Saqqaf
said: “The Culture Minister is not entitled
to interrogate or question me and he fears
that I may replace him. Al-Rowaishan has
become furious and irritated after he
heard of the new cabinet formation.”

Al-Wahdawi Weekly, Organ of the
Nasserite Unionist Popular
Organization (NUPO) 
Tuesday, April 3 

Main Headlines 
- Yemeni people awaiting new cabinet

formation under Mujawar 
- NUPO Secretary General praises

Libyan Leader’s brave attitude toward
Arab region issues

- Military official found guilty of back-
ing armed gang 

- MPs withdraw from Parliament’s ses-
sion in protest against the government’s
indifference toward highway activities 

- NUPO warns of fomenting sectarian
and ethnical conflicts

- Disputes halt implementation of
National Unity 17th Anniversary
Celebration projects 

- Confrontations between army and
rebels extends to Amran and Hajjah 
The bloody confrontations between the

government troops and Al-Houthi sup-
porters have extended to the governorates
of Amran and Hajja over the past few
days, the weekly paper reported. It added
that many people were killed and others
injured in ambushes and explosives in
both governorates. 

According to the newspaper’s sources,
the government troops seized a vehicle
loaded with arms driving toward Sa’ada
after fierce clashes that killed two people
and injured a third one, who were aboard
the car. Many sheikhs and tribal leaders
set up checkpoints to search all the cars
driving toward Sa’ada. 

The weekly mentioned that the army
was engaged in fierce clashes with Al-
Houthi loyalists, who were positioned at
Jabal Sha’lel in Sa’ada governorate, last
week. The clashes killed up to 7 people on
both sides and injured dozens. 

Al-Balagh Independent Weekly
Tuesday, April 3 

Main Headlines 
- Saleh to former PM: National interest

necessitates your being free to be
engaged in party dialogue

- Bajammal referred to pension, govern-
ment mechanism won’t enable the new
PM to perform his duty well

- Education workers accuse Al-Beidha
Education Office Manager of fuelling
seditions and conflicts 

- Authorities release 27 people who were
detained on charge of links with Al-
Houthi 

- Aden-Abyan Islamic Army Leader
threatens to assault Yemen Gas
Company unless the authorities try the

French citizen who insulted the
Qura’an 

- Authorities arrest forger of official
stamps in Hodeida 
In cooperation with policemen in

Hodeida governorate, the authorities
arrested last week one of the suspects
accused of forging more than 20 official
stamps of ministries, government univer-
sities and other institutions, the independ-
ent weekly said. It added that the danger-
ous forger was arrested after the Civil
Service Office in the governorate discov-
ered that two forged university certifi-
cates, the holders of which applied for
jobs. Holders of the forged certificates
were referred to the public prosecution
and after being investigated, they told the
prosecution about the address of the per-
son, who gave them these forged certifi-
cates in exchange for money. 

The newspaper quoted judicial sources
as saying that public prosecution, backed
by policemen, raided the forger’s house in
Zabid district, some 100 km south of
Hodeida city. Capturing the suspect, the
police found more than 20 forged stamps
of official parties in his home. 

AL-Nidaa Comprehensive Political
Weekly 
Wednesday, April 4 

Main Headlines 
- Concerns over the spread of epidemics

among civilians who evict their Sa’ada
homes on the rise

- French Ambassador: When we heard
that a French citizen insulted the
Qura’an, we believed that he is mad 

- General People Congress’s
Parliamentary block approves its list of
nominees for Anti-Corruption
Authority 

- Sha’ab Ibb threatened to fall to second-
degree football teams 

- Judicial Council scorns penniless
inmates, defense-advocate enraged 
The newspaper revealed on its first

page that the Judicial Council taunted
penniless inmates by saying they have to
wait for Ramadan’s Crescent (until the
advent of Ramadan), when funds are dis-
tributed to the poor and needy, in order to
be released. It quoted well-informed

sources as saying that a letter was circu-
lated over wings of the Sana’a Central
Prison telling penniless inmates that ver-
dicts issued to release them will not be
placed in effect before the Holy Month of
Ramadan. 

Central prisons in the capital and other
governorates house hundreds of inmates,
who don’t have money to repay debts or
pay blood money. According to legal
experts and human rights activists,
imprisoning these inmates is merely a
restriction of their freedoms and a viola-
tion of human rights laws and treaties.

Al-Wasat Comprehensive Independent
Political Weekly 
Wednesday, April 4 

Main Headlines 
- Al-Houthi followers insist on releasing

their jailed relatives in exchange for
freeing a Hashid sheikh 

- Economic Corporation denies confir-
mations that wheat prices increased 

- A court verdict invalidate a lawsuit
against President Saleh, Saudi citizens
jailed under another verdict 

- YSP Secretary-General calls for party
dialogue under the community obser-
vation

- Parliament forms committee to investi-
gate Shabwa’s incident 
During its Tuesday’s session,

Parliament approved constituting a parlia-
mentary committee to investigate facts
related with the insult of the Holy
Qura’an by a French citizen working for
Yemen-Gas Company. The committee
was constituted after many MPs threat-
ened to resign their posts. It is made up of
Mansour Al-Zindani, Judge Ahmad
Abdurrazaq Al-Raqaihi, Ali Al-Amrani,
Sultan Al-Atwani, Mohammed Khadem
Al-Wajih, Nabil Al-Basha and Abdullah
Hassan Khairan. 

MPs denounced absence of Deputy
Prime Minister & Minister of Interior
Rashad Al-Alimi from the session for the
third time. They blamed Al-Alimi for not
coming to Parliament to brief them on the
procedures taken by his ministry with
regard to the abduction of the child
Abdulwahab Al-Sade’e, as well as the
Shabwa incident. 
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TT
o have a lasting
i m p a c t ,
resources for
deve lopment
must increase

and the increases must be
sustained if we are to keep
the promises that have been
made to the world’s poor
and achieve the Millennium
Development Goals.
However, at the midpoint to
the target year of 2015 the
growth of resources for development has
stalled. 

Nearly seven years ago, the world came
together and agreed to bring to bear both
the political will and the necessary
resources to address one of the biggest
challenges facing the world: the fight
against extreme poverty.  World leaders
cemented their commitment to meet these
challenges when they signed up to the
Millennium Development Goals setting
out ambitious, but attainable, goals to sig-
nificantly reduce poverty, tackle health
challenges, promote gender equality, and
safeguard the environment by 2015

In the years that followed, the appetite
for “making poverty history” gained real
momentum, with the G8 and the
European Union in 2005 pledging to
increase aid significantly by 2010.

However, the dramatic
increases in development
assistance that year, which
reached a record $106.8
billion, was due largely to
debt relief grants to Iraq
and Nigeria, and the rise in
aid to tsunami-affected
countries, instead of aid
directly financing growth
and development.

Development aid, on the
rise since 1997, decreased

in 2006 by 5 percent stopping what had
appeared as a strong upward trend in the
face of extreme poverty, particularly in
Africa as well as other regions.   What is
startling is that the lack of sufficient assis-
tance is becoming apparent precisely
when an increase in aid is needed to con-
front issues that disproportionately affect
the poorest countries. This includes issues
such as climate change, which many are
talking about, but too few realize is
already affecting the lives of people in the
developing world as water availability
becomes more unpredictable, with
increasing prevalence of droughts, floods
and variability of rainfall patterns - yet
another development challenge that will
afflict the poor disproportionately.

An OECD study shows that if all
donors respected their commitments,

ODA (in 2004 dollars) from DAC mem-
bers would rise from just under $80 bil-
lion in 2004 to $130 billion by 2010. This
would mean — given the decrease in
2006 and a further expected decrease in
2007 as the volume of debt relief
declines— that aid would have to increase
faster than almost any other form of pub-
lic expenditure: by 11 percent every year
from 2008 to 2010 in real terms. And
these targets do not yet include the addi-
tional resources which will be required as
part of a global deal to address the affects
of climate change.

As a former Minister of the Treasury in
my native Turkey, I recognize the fiscal
constraints governments face. But at the
same time it is clear that citizens in donor
countries increasingly understand that in
an ever more interconnected world,
poverty and insecurity in one part of the
world directly affects their own lives. An
investment in aid is an investment in
building a better and safer world for all.
This development assistance must also be
driven by strong nationally-owned strate-
gies focused on inclusive growth. Foreign
aid can be a complement but not a substi-
tute for such strategies.

The good news is that developing coun-
tries are also taking concrete steps to make
aid resources go further and reach the peo-
ple whose lives it is meant to improve.

The African Union’s New Partnership for
African Development, for example, has
helped contribute to economic responsi-
bility and has strengthened monitoring
policies across many African countries.
Working with partnerships like these,
donors can help developing countries
improve their development policies to
ensure that aid is used in productive ways
and gets to those who need it the most. 

At the mid-point towards the 2015
deadline of achieving the MDGs, G8
countries and other donors have the
opportunity to fulfill the commitments
made just a few years ago on a global part-
nership for development. It is an opportu-
nity we cannot afford to miss.

As the 23 members of the OECD
Development Assistance Committee gath-
er at their high-level meeting in Paris this
week, ministers from donor countries and
heads of agencies have an important
opportunity to ensure that the commit-
ments that have been made to fight pover-
ty and promote sustainable development
are kept. 

Kemal Dervi_ is the Administrator of the
United Nations Development Programme
and chair of the United Nations
Development Group, a committee consist-
ing of all UN funds, programmes and
agencies working on development issues.

By: Jihad el-Khazen

OO
n behalf of the entire
nation, King Abdullah bin
Abdul Aziz declared in
Riyadh that 'we will not
allow external powers to

shape the future of the  region'. He
talked about wounded Palestine and the
people who have been denied their right
to a State. He talked about Iraq, the ille-
gitimate foreign occupation, the danger
of civil war, bewildered Lebanon, the
danger of strife that threatens it, and
about Sudan and Somalia.

I will linger on the words of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques to
talk about Iran today, because as the
Arab leaders were at their Summit, I saw
an American newspaper cartoon of Iran
carrying a nuclear bomb and the
Westerner leaping in fear into the
embrace of Ehud Olmert. Moreover, the
'Herald Tribune' published an article by
an Israeli intelligence officer that in sum
said that "the Arab leaders worry about
Iran, their 'street' frets about the
Palestinians".

There is a concerted effort to make us
fearful of Iran and its nuclear program,
and there is a plan, or plans, to contain
or assault Iran by Israel and the war
cabal in the US. This is alongside older
and continuing projects aimed at
embroiling the Arabs in a confrontation
with Iran to bring the region down onto
the heads of its residents, something that
no one will benefit from save Israel.

Is it true that the Arab leaders are
worried about Iran or fearful of it?
Let's begin with the largest Arab State:

Egypt. Nothing Iran does could worry
Egypt because of the geographical dis-
tance and the absence of issues of dis-
pute with it, and the same applies to
countries like Morocco, Algeria and
Tunis.

The Saudi Kingdom has many rela-
tions with Iran, as well as security coop-
eration that benefits both countries, and
we've seen the joint Saudi-Iranian medi-
ation to solve the Lebanese problem.

Syria is Iran's ally.
Jordan does not fear Iran and is not in
dispute with it over anything. After King
Abdullah II spoke of the 'Shiite cres-
cent', I asked him about this issue and he
said he was talking about a political
crescent, not a religious one. From
Jordan, to Palestine, to North Africa,
where all the Arab Muslims are Sunnis,
there is no room for Sunni-Shiite differ-
ences there. The small Arab States in the
Gulf are nervous about the Iranian
nuclear program, as well as about the
extremism of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
government, but they do not fear Iran
itself, as it will not invade them. Their
greater fear is a war on Iran and being
stricken by its dangers.

Is there truly something about Iran to
fear? Israel alone is the fearful one, and
the reason is that it has lied so much in
its security that it now believes its own
lies. A nuclear Iran cannot threaten
Israel, as nuclear weapons involve
mutual suicide.

The US is worried about the Iranian
nuclear program, afraid to the point of
threatening a military strike, except that
the reasons the US is afraid of Iran are
weaker than Israel's. If we presumed,

just for the sake of argument, that Iran
today possessed a hundred nuclear
warheads and a hundred ballistic
missiles, then how could it threaten the
US?! What threaten the US are its
irrational policies that have won it the
antagonism of the peoples of the world,
not the Arabs and Muslims alone. This
policy is a mix of the imperial dreams of
the extremists led by Vice President
Dick Cheney, and its blind allegiance to
Israel, as we have seen in the positions
taken by the bought-and-sold Congress.
It has reached the extent that the
condition that requires the president to
take Congress' permission before
launching a war against Iran has been
dropped.

The two cabals met at the AIPAC
conference that was convened in
Washington this month, at which
Cheney reprimanded the Jews for their
support of the US in Iraq, while not
supporting the US against Iran. This is
an indicator of the fact that 80% of
American Jews are liberal Democrats,
and so distant from the Republican Party
and its policies. As for Ehud Olmert,
who delivered a speech to the
conference via satellite, he urged the US
to succeed in Iraq. That is, to kill even
more young Americans in the service of
Israel, adding that any other result will
weaken US power in the eyes of the
peoples of the region when it comes to
dealing effectively with the Iranian
threat.

I ask the reader to review Olmert's
words with me for a second time since
he urged the US to 'bash the heads' of the
peoples of the region so that any US
failure would not encourage them to

stand up to American - i.e. Israeli -
interests. This in turn means that the
words of King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz
about the necessity of not allowing
outside powers to shape the future of the
region.

We fear nothing about Iran, and while
we may object to its government
sometimes, what unites the Arabs and
the Iranians will not be divided by a
provisional government. The US has no
reason to be fearful of Iran, even if it did
possess nuclear weapons. However,
despite this, the region as a whole is on
the brink of another war because of
Israel. Every other day there is news of
Iran and its 'threat'. My own file on the
latest Israeli news about the Iranian
threat began on the day that 'Yediot
Aharanot' organized a lecture about Iran,
two months ago on the sidelines of the
7th Herzliya Conference.

Please read with me this news item in
the rightwing 'Washington Times': 'Iran
training Iraqi death squads?' citing the
source, Alireza Jafarzadeh from the
Mujahidin-e-Khalq, who revealed this
information.

I propose that we put the 'New York
Times' in place of the 'Washington
Times', substituting Judith Miller for the
author of this piece, and the Iraqi
National Congress in place of the
Mujahidin-e-Khalq. Ahmed Chalabi can
be put in place of Alireza Jafarzadeh,
and then return to the months that
preceded the war on Iraq to know what
is in the making for us, if we do not
shape our own future for ourselves.

Source:  Al-Hayat daily newspaper.

Shaping the future of the region

By: Kemal Dervis

Six years after the Millennium
Declaration, aid levels should not be falling

II
understand that the change of the govern-
ment should have taken place right after the
presidential and local elections last
September in order to create a hope for the
people in the possibility of change. It is not,

of course, a change for the sake of changing faces.
It is rather change of policies and mechanisms of
functioning of the government ministers that we
are aspiring to see.  

The decree of President Ali Abdullah Saleh
naming Ali Mujawar as a new prime minister
comes to address international pressure on the
political regime to introduce drastic reforms. Yes,
this is not just the demand of the international
donors who promised to channel over $4 billion at the London conference last
November but also of the Yemeni citizens who hope to see the presidential promis-
es coming true. 

However, the outcome has been disappointing because Saif Al-Asali who started
cracking down corruption in the ministry of finance, has been removed and given the
industry and commerce portfolio. The man who now commands the respect of every-
body rejected the new ministry as he felt that he lost his post because of his stiff
measures to address corruption issues. He was victimized so as to appease the influ-
ential figures who were annoyed by Al-Asali's policies. This really creates doubts
about the readiness and willingness of the regime to handle serious reforms. 

Change of persons or names is not enough to show the international community
that there is a will to reform.  What matters is having an institutionalized system that
can operate professionally, with accountability and transparency. Mujawar and his
cabinet members need to have enough power and privileges to operate without any
influences either from the cronies around the president or any other influential fig-
ures who always thwart all efforts of reform. 

The reshuffled cabinet will not be able to address major headaches facing Yemen
like corruption, poverty, unemployment and other sorts of such stuff unless its mem-
bers are competent enough and have strong support from the president himself, par-
ticularly those ministers whose portfolios are concerned with implementing drastic
reforms. This is because they will have to challenge some big guys at the power cen-
ters who are targeted by such kind of reforms. They need also to feel that in return of
the political backup they get, they will be held accountable for any wrongdoing or
irresponsibility.  I was a bit optimistic that the new cabinet is meant to do so but after
the change of the finance minister, I am not hopeful about the ability of the cabinet
to address our major challenges.  

We have written about the potentials of change several times and in different occa-
sions. But, no concrete results have been seen out of cabinet changes or reshuffles.
Therefore, I guess that the political regime with its cabinet is facing a serious test of
their capability and competence to bring in tangible reforms. Reforms are at this crit-
ical situation urgent and indispensable and can not be postponed any more.

Mohammed Al-Qadhi (mhalqadhi@hotmail.com) is a Yemeni journalist and colum-
nist.

By: Mohammed 
Al-Qadhi
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Cabinet reshuffle 
& change of policies
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By: Nisreen Shadad

TT
he way of worship in Islam
catches the attention of
many. According to new
Muslims, true happiness and
mental peace is what they

gain when they utter the Shahada: “There
is no god but Allah and Mohammed is the
messenger of Allah.”

The Culture Center for Foreigners’Call
held a welcoming party on April 6 to meet
the new converts, which include four
Filipinos (three women and a man) and
two Indians (a woman and her brother).
The men were received in the male
section, while the women were in the
female section.

Such new Muslims embrace everyone
heartily, as if they previously knew such
faces and had been gone for a long time.
The signs of happiness spread cheer
among all attendees while their smiles
welcome everyone to ask what attracted
them to Islam.

Indian nurse converts
After living in Yemen for 15 years and
working as a nurse in Taiz, Sali, an Indian
woman, converted to Islam on April 3.
“Whenever I’ve seen Muslims pray five
times daily, I longed to do like them,” she
recalled.

“I like Muslims for their certainty
about Allah. They remember Him and
praise Him, for better or for worse,” Sali
adds, “People work not for materialistic
gain, but for the sake of Allah.”

She is the mother of a child and her
husband lives in India. For Sali, Islam
now means everything in her life. When
her brother came from India to visit her,
she introduced Islam to him, after which
he accepted and became a Muslim. Both
came to the Culture Center for
Foreigners’ Call to learn more about
Islam and get books in their mother
tongue in order to learn more.

Bulgarian doctor is curious
Atanasra Petkova has been a doctor at a
Sana’a hospital for three years and is one
of the center’s visitors. Although she is
Christian, she came to the center to learn
more about Islam. “What attracts me to
Islam and made me curious to learn about

this religion is a patient who comes to me
for massage. When he leaves, many
people often gather around him. When I
asked others the reason for this, they
replied, ‘Those people are in need;
therefore, they come to this man to give
them money.’”

She continued, “This man gives to
people without exception and for no
materialistic purposes. Not only that, he’s
a man of high qualities. The next time, I
asked him the reason for such behavior
and his response was ‘Islamic teaching.’
He told me about this center to learn more
about Islam in my mother tongue of
Bulgarian.”

Islam purifies hearts, Ibn Al-Qayyim
says
Umm Yousef Yahya, one of the workers
at the center, explains, “Islamic
instruction is interested in purifying
people’s hearts. The well-known scholar
Ibn Al-Qayyim described this when
writing:

Restraining oneself from fulfilling
unlawful desires is easier than enduring
that which causes pain and punishment or
it will prevent a more perfect pleasure
than could ever be experienced in this
worldly life. Either it kills time, to the
extent that it causes regret, or it defiles
honor, whose preservation is more
beneficial and worthy to the servant.
Either it takes away some wealth that
would be better saved than wasted or it
derogates a reputation that would be
better praised. Also, it either will remove
some grace, which would be better
preserved, or it debases you and makes
you subservient to lowly people. Also, it

causes worry, grief, fear and sadness,
which are far more than the pleasure of
fulfilling the desire, or it causes you to
forget some knowledge that would be
better remembered than satisfying one’s
desire. Either it makes an enemy rejoice
and a friend sad or it prevents expected
grace from reaching you or it causes a
flaw or characteristic that will remain
permanently. Indeed, deeds are the means
of developing qualities and character.”

Building a solid foundation on Islam
Yahya continues, “To know Allah is for
whoever wants his establishment built to
Allah to be high. Al-aqeeda [belief] is the
foundation of Islam, so we should take
great care of it because it’s according to
the consolidation of the foundation that
one’s establishment can reach the heights
and stand firm. Further, it will be able to
hold the establishment, as well as add
more to it. Also, when any part of the
establishment is destroyed, it will be easy
to repair.

“However, when the foundation isn’t
firm enough, the establishment won’t be
able to be constructed and won’t be
stable. When any part of the foundation is

destroyed, the establishment will collapse
– or it won’t stand for long before it is
destroyed.”

“The one who is profoundly
knowledgeable about Allah will be
interested in consolidating his foundation
and strengthening it. An ignorant person
will be interested in constructing, but
without taking care of the foundation, and
in no time, his establishment,” Yahya
concluded.

Monotheism is important
Fatima Al-Bakri, director of the women’s
section at the Culture Center for
Foreigners’ Call, mentions that Surat Al-
Ikhlas implies the importance of
monotheism, also noting that Allah says
in the same sura, “He begetteth not, nor is
He begotten.”

She further referred to a Bible verse
(New International Version) in the Gospel
of Mark, chapter 12, verse 28, under the
title, the Greatest Commandments: “One
of the teachers of the law asked Him
[Jesus], ‘Of all the commandments,
which is the most important?’ [Jesus
answered,] ‘The most important one is
this: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is
one Lord.’”

Filipino conversions
Former Christians Wafa Sobremote and
Mohammed Edgardo also converted to
Islam because of the way of worshiping
God. “We pray five times daily and
directly,” Sobremote notes.

Edgardo was puzzled about the
concept of God. “A lot of questions were
in my mind: Who is the true God? Is our
way of worshiping God being accepted? I

started searching, attending a Bible study
at the Church of Christ. I discovered that
Jesus isn’t God, but rather a messenger
and human in nature.”

Sobremote adds, “Islam respects other
religions and praises Jesus, so that’s why
I was happy.”

Edgardo converted to Islam three
weeks ago, while Sobremote converted
last week with two friends of hers, Rukiya
Hamran and Luryna Hamdoon.

72 years of watching
“I’m pleased to take this opportunity to
tell you about myself and how I became a
Muslim. I married my husband,
Mohammed S. Hamran, in 1981.
Although I said the Shahada then, I didn’t
practice Islam regularly. At that time and
during all this time, I’ve been watching
my husband and family members closely,
not only praying regularly, but also
performing and living their life in an
Islamic way. Whenever they finish their
salat, I notice their faces shining.

For 72 years, Hamran observed her
husband and children performing Islamic
instructions in a good manner and,
according to her, no one forced her or
obliged her to do something she didn’t
want.

She continued, “One day, I had a
problem, so I talked to my husband about
it and he replied, ‘My help is limited, it’s
nothing beside your Creator’s. The only
one who can help whenever you’re in
need is Allah, but you must be obedient to
Him and then he’ll surely answer your
call.’”

Hamran says her husband gave her
everything she wanted; however, she still
lacked something. “I remember the
evening when I repented. I took a shower
and slept peacefully that night. I got up
early, like all my family members, and
performed al-fajr prayer. I’m so happy
since my life has started to change a little
bit for the better.” However, what affected
Hamran more was knowing the truth, but
not accepting it.

Islam creates balance
Hana’a Al-Rahabi explains how Islamic
instruction creates balance in one’s life.
“If we look at a good Muslim’s day, we
can see how Islamic instruction creates a
balance between his spiritual and physical
needs. In the morning, a good Muslim
begins his day with al-fajr prayer, after
which he goes to work feeling that Allah
is with him wherever he goes or whatever
he does. If something bad harms him, he
is patient, whereas if he gains something
good, he thanks Allah. In both cases, a
good Muslim knows that Allah will
reward him for his patience and his
thanks.

“At al-thahr prayer, he returns to renew
his faith and meet Allah spiritually.
Whenever he had a problem, the Prophet
Mohammed (pbuh) used to pray to gain
peace and relax both his heart and mind.
After al-thahr, Muslims usually rest and
have lunch.

“Al-asr prayer is a call to renew the
relationship and energize the soul to begin
his worldly work, which he’s doing for
the sake of Allah, so that he’ll be
rewarded. When a good Muslim works to
gain money and feed his family, his work
is considered worship,” she notes.

“Similarly, are al-maghrib and al-
asha’a prayers. Just as a Muslim begins
his day in surrender to his Creator, he also
ends his day by surrendering to Allah (in
al-asha’a prayer),” Al-Rahabi concluded.

The Culture Center for Foreigners’Call
addresses Islam in numerous languages.
Additionally, various courses are held at
the center, including Arabic and English
courses and comparative religion.
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FF
or most Yemeni intellectuals,
specifically and many of their
peers in the rest of the Arab
World, Mr. Abdullah Al-
Baraddooni is a renowned

figure in the world of poetry and literary
criticism.  Moreover, Al-Baraddooni is
highly regarded for his extensive work in
researching the history of Yemeni
literature, especially of the most recent
epoch – the post Ottoman, Imamic and
post Revolutionary period, extending
over the last Century.  Although afflicted
with blindness from a very early age
(around 6 years) from Smallpox, most
admirers of Mr. Baraddooni will
recognize the tireless author of many
books, including at least 11 poetic
collections and at least six studies on
Yemeni political developments and
cultural traits of Yemen.  The author was
also an active writer for several
newspapers, especially 26th September,
in which he delved on several issues:
political, literary, and cultural.  He was a
strong advocate for the eradication of
corruption and influence peddling citing
the situation in Yemen in one of the
articles he wrote in 26th September as the
"most corrupt in the history of mankind".
His outspoken political views led to his
arrest by the regime in both pre-
Revolutionary and post-Revolutionary
Yemen as he lashed out against
oppression and the excessive use of
power for self-enrichment.  His views on
religious extremism led to threats from
unknown extremists.  Even with his life
threatened, Al-Baraddooni refused police
protection or armed guards.  He continued
to live a modest life, refusing to accept
gifts and gratuities from political figures

at home and abroad.  He attended several
literary events and received national Arab
recognition for his outspoken poetry
against oppression, whether by traditional
"reactionary" regimes or the
"progressive" military juntas that arose
out of the coups against the former. He
passed away in August 31, 1999.  For
more insights into the life of Baraddooni,
see this link:
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.ht
ml?res=9A00E7D6113BF932A0575BC0
A96F958260 

The book under review here basically
gives an account of the cultural
developments that helped nurture the
generation that was to launch the Yemeni
Revolution of September 26, 1962
against the Imamate.  He dedicates the
book to the 'Nation and the People",
which we presume to be the people of all
the Arab World., as well as those of
Yemen.  

Chapter One sets the beginning of the
Yemeni Revolutionary Culture as going
back to the time of the leaving of the
Turkish Ottomans in 1918.  At that time
the author suggests that the Yemeni
culture of newly formed political
aspirants split into two camps.  There
were those Yemenis who sided with the
Imamate opposition to the Turks, because
the Turks contested the right of the Imams
to rule Yemen as they have been doing for
a thousand years and this undermined the
independence of the country.  They also
accused the Ottomans of corrupting the
religion from its intended purposes and
even rejecting religious jurisprudence by
not applying the punishments defined by
Islamic law against some social vices like
drinking alcoholic beverages, etc.   On the
other hand there were those Yemenis,
especially those that were able to obtain
employment with the Turkish
Administration of Yemen that saw the
Turks as universally accepted by
Moslems to embody the Islamic State./
Moreover, the Turks were generally
obedient to Islamic doctrine, following
the major rites of worship and avoiding

any major infractions of faith, etc.   In
addition the Turks brought peace and
security and protected the roads for
travelers, etc.  Otherwise one would have
the chaos that existed in the North for
centuries and the rule of the English as in
the South.  The supporters of the Imamate
did insist that the Turks only returned to
Yemen, to prevent the English from
expanding their domain in the Arabian
Peninsula and even recognized the Imam.
In this context the supporters of Turkish
rule emphasized the need to unite the
Turkish and Yemenis to counter the
British as an "Islamic Force".   The author
suggests that the Imamate supporters had
the upper hand as the Yemenis felt that
there was more harm to the presence of
the Turks than good and the accusations
by the proponents of Turkish rule were
not convincing when noting the
'massacres by the Yemeni tribesmen
against anyone associated with the Turks.
However the supporters of Imamate rule
suggested that there were many crimes of
indecency undertaken by the Turks,
especially against Yemeni women in the
agricultural countryside.

These minor political divisions were to
be replaced by the venue brought on by
the Tehama wars that erupted between the
newly independent Yemen and the rapidly
expanding domain of the Al-Saud clan in
the Arabian Peninsula.  This brought on
the debate of why the Yemenis were not
able to keep the Saudis from entering
Tehama and reach as far South and East
as Manakha.  While the proponents of the
Imam would make note of the ample
support that the Saudis received from the
English in the form of vehicles and arms,
while Yemen continued to shun foreign
support.  This brought on the discussion
of how the Islamic state should really be
governed, where some people sought to
return to the rule of the Orthodox Caliphs
and others began to see the time as calling
for an end to autocratic rule and the right
of rulers to levy taxes (Zakat) and divert
their spending from their intended
purpose.

Culture and the Revolution in Yemen

By: Abu Al-Kalima Al-Tayybah

Sali’s brother and Mohammed Edgardo said the Shahada.

POSITIONS ANNOUNCEMENT

Job Title: Educational Adviser

Department: AMIDEAST/Sana’a

Closing Date: April 10, 2007

Position primary responsibilities include, but are not limited to: conducting free group advising sessions on studying

and training in the U.S. on a regular schedule at all AMIDEAST locations; organizing and conducting outreach and

information sharing programs as well as workshops to varied public institutions around Yemen interested in U.S. higher

education, U.S. examinations/tests, and academic exchange opportunities; and managing the latest information

resources on U.S. higher education, Yemeni education, standardized testing, bulletins and catalogues, and other

reference, educational and professional development materials. The Educational Adviser must be able to travel around

the capital, between AMIDEAST locations, and around the country.

REQUIREMENTS:

• Minimally a B.A./B.S., preferably from an American institution

• Two to four years work experience with demonstrated multi-tasked responsibilities

• Strong ability to organize and maintain large amount of detailed information

• Excellent English and Arabic communication, interpersonal and customer service skills (for non-native speakers of

English, a TOEFL® score of 550 or higher is required)

• Skills in marketing and promotion

• Computer experience, preferably MS Word, Access, Excel, and PowerPoint

• Familiarity with Internet searches

Job Title: Administrative Assistant

POSITION SUMMARY: Under the direct supervision of the Administrative Coordinator, the Administrative Assistant

provides administrative and clerical support to a student body of over 3,000 and 100 teaching and administrative staff.

The Administrative Assistant must be available to work rotating and split shifts, including mornings, evenings. Salary

is commensurate with experience.

QUALIFICATIONS

• Bachelor’s degree in relevant field

• Test of English International for Communication (TOEIC®) score of 550 or higher

• Precise attention to detail, organizational skills, and ability to work under pressure

• Excellent oral and written communication

• Excellent interpersonal skills

• Self-motivated and a team player

• Effective multitasking and problem-solving skills

• Flexibility and ability to shift priorities tight deadlines

• Ability to work independently and accept responsibility

• Strong computer skills 

• Accurate touch keyboarding

Interested applicants should submit a cover letter mentioning the post they are applying for and resume via

e-mail to yemen@amideast.org by close of business, April 11, 2007. No phone calls please.

The center’s library contains numerous books about Islam in 76 languages.

Mohammed Noor considers the library of great importance, “I was a mis-

sionary working in a church for a long time. I then listened to Ahmed Deedat,

converted to Islam and became a daeeya (caller).”



By: Jamal Al-Najjar

jamalnajar@hotmail.com

MM
ore than 350 million

people are threatened

by leishmania in 88

countries around the

world, especially

given that it’s endemic in most

developing countries. However,

declaration of the disease is compulsory

in only 32 countries, including Sudan,

India and Saudi Arabia, whereas it’s still

neglected in more than 56 countries,

which may lead to more victims and

create numerous social problems, as it’s

one of the major enemies causing skin

deformations.

Leishmania is a parasitic disease

transmitted to humans by the bite of an

insect vector called phlebotomine

sandfly, which mainly lives in wet and

dirty areas. Sandflies primarily become

infected by feeding on animals; thus,

when a female sandfly feeds on human

blood, its painful sting injects the victim

with the parasite.

Cutaneous, mucocutaneous and

visceral are all forms of leishmania. With

the third form considered fatal, the risk of

the first and the second ones consists in

skin deformity and other external parts

due to lesions caused by the parasite.

The disease’s cutaneous form causes

ulcers on exposed parts of the skin, such

as the face, arms and legs. The disease

produces lesions on these parts, often

leaving its victims to lead a difficult

social life due to anomalous skin

scarring.

Mucocutaneous leishmania infects the

mucous membranes of the nose, mouth

and throat cavities, consequently causing

serious deformations.

Leishmania’s visceral form affects the

internal parts of the body and can be

characterized by swelling of the spleen

and liver, irregular bouts of fever,

substantial weight loss and anemia. The

mortality rate for this form can be as high

as 100 percent within two years if left

untreated.

According to the World Health

Organization, more than 12 million

people are infected with leishmania, at

approximately 2 million infections

worldwide every year (1.5 million for

cutaneous leishmaniasis and 500,000

visceral infections). The disease enjoys a

wider distribution due to environmental

and human-made factors.   

The main risk factors related to

cutaneous leishmaniasis are building

dams and new irrigation schemes, which

contribute to sandfly reproduction

patterns in animal reservoirs. Concerning

visceral leishmaniasis, irrigation plays a

major role in disseminating the disease.

Additionally, wars, the proximity of

homes to cowsheds and disruption of

health services amplify the problem.

Malnutrition also contributes to

increasing the disease’s severity, which

increases due to weak immunity. Cracks

and crevices in the walls of homes made

of mud and dried grass provide shelter for

sandflies, the main carriers of leishmania

parasites.

Additionally, the spread of HIV

infection brings about the severe visceral

form of leishmania and increases the

disease’s epidemiology in dangerous

ways. The two coexist in a deadly

synergy, as HIV destroys the immune

system; thus, the potential for visceral

leishmania increases.

While leishmania threatens the lives of

hundreds of thousands of Yemenis,

especially children, cooperation between

governments and organizations is

required in order to eradicate the disease,

which is endemic in several Yemeni

governorates.

Visceral leishmania is the most

common form in Yemen, whereas the

other two forms are considered rare.

Sandflies lives in valleys with flowing

streams, such as Wadi Sardood,

Hawaren, Lahima and Raija. Children

are more subjected to the disease than

adults, especially those between ages 1

and 7.

Leishmania is diagnosed by the

parasite’s demonstration in the aspirates

of the spleen, bone marrow or lymph

nodes. Because it’s not a vaccine-

preventable disease, its elimination is

only possible via combat campaigns to

provide infected individuals with

medicine, in addition to educating them

to be aware of the parasite’s transmission

circle.

However, numerous experiments and

research have been conducted over the

past 20 years in several countries in

cooperation with international non-

governmental organizations concerned

with the disease in order to prepare a

vaccine that can immunize people against

leishmania parasites.

Islah Charitable Association recently

called on international NGOs working in

Yemen to support its combat efforts to

eradicate the disease in Hodeidah,

Hajjah, Sana’a, Raima and Mahwit

governorates where the disease is

widespread.

Dr. Isam Al-Din Awadh, director of the

association’s leishmania combat project,

noted that he discussed with 25

international NGO representatives the

association’s combat efforts, as well as

those of the Ministry of Public Health,

which is conducting eradication

campaigns in three governorates.

Awadh’s call came during a workshop

organized by WHO in the United States a

few weeks ago. He further mentioned

that the association suggested to the

workshop participants to hold a

conference about the disease in Yemen to

be attended by experts and international

NGOs concerned with the disease. He

added that Adrian Hopkins, director of

the combat group, promised to adopt the

suggestion and contact group members in

order to prepare for the Yemeni

conference.

According to the association’s

statistics, more than 282,000 citizens

benefited from the leishmania combat

project from 2001 to 2006.The project

still is conducting field visits in the five

targeted governorates, training volunteers

in combat methods.

According to Dr. Qayed Ahmed Al-

Haddad, head of Saba’een Hospital’s

pediatric emergency unit, the hospital

receives approximately 10 leishmania

patients per month, mostly from Raima,

Taiz, Hodeidah and Amran governorates.

He explained that leishmania patients

in Yemen face two major problems, the

first of which relates to the scarcity of

medicine to treat the disease.

“Leishmania medicine is rare, but

sometimes can be found with drug

smugglers, in which case it costs between

YR 20,000 and YR 30,000,” he noted.

The second problem relates to lack of

coordination between NGOs concerned

with the disease. “We sometimes receive

cases urgently requiring immediate

treatment because they arrive late from

rural areas. However, we sometimes

can’t offer proper care to patients, so we

transfer them to other hospitals. Direct

cooperation between NGOs and hospitals

is of vital importance in order to help

patients who reach the hospital at severe

risk,” Al-Haddad pointed out.

A global skin disease on the loose 

Efforts needed to eradicate leishmania in Yemen
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By: Amel Al-Ariqi

EE
xperts confirm that the

National Water Supply

Strategy and Investment

Program (NWSSIP)

requires further efforts

by both the government and donor

NGOs to implement the reform policy,

particularly relating to groundwater

and irrigation systems in rural areas.

This came during a March 31

workshop on poverty and social

impact analysis for water sector

reforms. Participants suggested that

the impacts of reforms should include

equity in various segments of the

population, especially poor groups.

Additionally, NWSSIP

implementation should be improved

through continuous monitoring and

evaluation, as well as practice studies

to develop the mechanism of the

program.

The NWSSIP was approved in 2005

as an action plan and investment

program for the Yemeni water sector,

which includes both urban and rural

water supply and sanitation, irrigation

and watershed management, water

resource management and

environmental protection. The sector’s

key donors are the World Bank,

Germany and the Netherlands.

The first joint annual review for

2005-2006 described the Yemeni water

sector’s overall performance as

“moderately satisfactory,” while

insisting that budget performance was

“unsatisfactory.”

The total five-year NWSSIP

investment program will cost $153.8

million: 27.9 percent financed by the

Yemeni government, 35.8 percent by

donors and 36.3 percent yet

unfinanced. To achieve NWSSIP

objectives, the water sector requires an

estimated $307.6 million annual

disbursement for each of the five

years; however, total disbursement

was only $102 million in 2005, leaving

an estimated funding gap of $205.6

million.

Yemen’s water scarcity, increased

diesel prices and expanding qat

production threaten its water sector,

which requires rapid and practical

reform, especially in rural areas where

most citizens are poor farmers.

Supporting community self-

regulation and more participation by

NGOs in the reform process, in

addition to group efforts based on joint

coordination and study, are the major

ways to help implement the water

sector strategy, experts said.

A decentralized system can enhance

the strategy’s implementation and give

local NGOs a wider scope for

decision-making participation.

Additionally, it can help increase the

operational budgets of water sector

branches in rural areas, according to

the strategy.

Concerning qat production, some

participants suggested that qat could

be imported into Yemen, as it

consumes both large quantities of

water and large areas of land. Minister

of Water and Environment

Abdulrahman Fadhl Al-Eryani said qat

could be handled like other

agricultural productions, in this case,

being imported.

For his part, Deputy Minister of

Agriculture Abdulmalik Al-Arashi

confirmed that the ministry has

implemented some measures related to

qat production, including forbidding

more planting.

More cooperation required to enhance Yemeni water sector reforms

Visceral leishmania is more pervailing in Yemen than the other forms espe-

cially among children.

Though not fatal, visceral leishma-

nia destroys the skin. The lesions

remain localized in the skin and

skin ulcers develop.

The life-cycle of leishmania parasite starts when a parasitized female sand-

fly takes a blood meal from a human host. As the sandfly feeds, promastig-

ote forms of the leishmania parasite enter the human host via the proboscis.
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TT
he phenomenon of street

children has become a

widespread problem in the

world, especially the

Third World, and is due to

multiple reasons, including economic

and social situations. Numerous stud-

ies conducted at various levels both

nationally and internationally indicate

that economics represented by poverty

are the top reasons for the phenome-

non.

The problem has increased in Yemen

in a surprising manner over the past

decade, attributed to increased rates of

unemployment and poverty and partly

by lifting government subsidies on

foodstuffs and oil products.

Located some 800 kilometers from

the capital of Sana’a, Yemen’s coastal

city of Mukalla is filled with street

children, whom one can see every day.

They come from remote areas in

search of food for themselves and their

families whom they left behind.

Thus, the streets become the sole

place for such children where they

spend both their working hours and

their resting times. Lying on cartons

with only the sky as their roof, Mukalla

street children spend their days and

nights there, not resorting to blankets

due to the hot weather. When they

want to use a toilet, they must wait for

mosque bathrooms to open at prayer

times.

Regarding the reasons for the phe-

nomenon, which is very common in

Mukalla, Mohammed bin Thalib, dean

of Hadramout University’s Faculty of

Education, comments, “There are

many reasons, including family disin-

tegration, widespread illiteracy and

weak social upbringing of children and

orphans.”

Psychologist Fouad Al-Salahi

believes there are overlapping reasons,

including lack of family awareness

about children’s rights and the risks

they face on the streets. Further, the

matter also has something to do with

poor education levels in Yemeni

schools. However, he adds that pover-

ty tops the list of reasons for the phe-

nomenon.

“Poverty, want and extremely low

income are the main reasons for the

phenomenon,” agrees Hassan Al-

Odaini, a child street vendor who sells

kitchen equipment in Mukalla’s

women’s market, “What causes a

father send his child to such a faraway

city to work are dire circumstances,

poverty and low income.”

According to Hamoud Ali, who

transports vegetables on his truck from

Sana’a to Fouwah Central Market, the

street children phenomenon results

from poverty and government negli-

gence of rural areas, which lack even

basic public services and facilities.

He notes that more than 50 street

children are from Ibb governorate’s

Houbaish district, an area deprived of

basic services and development proj-

ects, together with very few schools.

“I was in fifth grade when I left

school and came to work in Mukalla

due to my family’s poor living condi-

tions because we’re unable to meet our

daily needs,” 10-year-old Muath Al-

Shar’abi explains. He adds that his

family can’t rent a house because they

receive little income and thus, they

can’t afford blankets, mattresses, etc.,

or pay rent.

Sociologist and researcher Abdullah

Al-Mikhlafi highlights the phenome-

non’s socio-psychological effects on

street children. “Street children are

affected by a number of socio-psycho-

logical factors, including lack of a

proper social upbringing, exposure to

assaults and sometimes sexual abuse,

together with dropping out of school,”

he notes.

Mukalla street child Saddam Sa’eed

comments, “We live on the streets, so

we’re exposed to malaria from the

mosquitoes spread throughout the city.

We’re also subjected to sexual harass-

ment and sometimes rape.”

He went on to say that Yemeni street

children lead miserable lives because

they have no custody, protection or

rights, pointing out that most of the

time, the homeless and misguided drop

out of school.

Mohammed Ali, a street child sell-

ing qat in Al-Ghalilah Central Market,

affirmed Sa’eed’s comments, assuring

that street children like him are subject

to assaults, mistreatment and sexual

abuse by the surrounding society. As

proof, he revealed marks and traces of

beating on his face and body.

He also mentioned blackmail prac-

ticed against street children by their

bosses. “They quite often deduct sums

from our salary without any apparent

reason, except that we are children,”

Ali lamented, “They don’t consider our

hard living conditions, together with

our families; rather, they treat us as if

they have neither families nor children

of their own.”

What’s distinctive about Mukalla

street children is that between 90 and

95 percent of them aren’t from

Mukalla; rather, they are from various

Yemeni governorates, including Ibb,

Dhamar, Taiz and several others,

according to Al-Mikhlafi.

“Most street children work as street

vendors, car cleaners and sometimes

beggars. Most of them spend all of

their time on the street, lying on car-

tons, even when sleeping,” he

explains.

Al-Mikhlafi adds that street children

originally from Mukalla don’t exceed

5 percent, mostly working in fish trans-

port and cleaning fruits and vegetables,

and found in zones such as Al-Dais,

Al-Sharj, Al-Ghalilah and Fouwah.

By: Yemen Times staff

PP
eople use fireworks on

many occasions, such as

weddings, religious eids

and national holidays, to

express happiness and

enjoyment, but fireworks nowadays are

used to hurt and disturb others without

any response by the state or police.

While state forbids commerce in

fireworks, at the same time, takes no

punitive action against wholesalers or

fireworks retailers.

Although fireworks are used to

express happiness, many citizens

consider them an aid to disturbing and

hurting others. As Abdulkarim Al-

Obaidi describes, “Fireworks disturb us

so much because people now use fake

bombs, not fireworks. The sound of

some of these fake bombs is exactly like

that of real bombs. In the past, we used

to hear fireworks, but we now hear

bombs, not fireworks. It’s wrong to call

them fireworks. The first time I heard

these bombs, I thought it was an

explosion at a neighborhood house. All

of the women and children were very

frightened. Even now, we’re scared

when we hear such sounds.”

He adds, “The one responsible for

such disturbance is the state, which

easily allows the criminals –

wholesalers – to bring fireworks into

the country.”

Younis Al-Ansi, 25, remarks, “I think

fireworks are the most disturbing thing.

Because many homes don’t have yards

and as a result of careless by some

parents, many children play in the

streets and like to play with fireworks.

They disturb us so much.”

A man requesting anonymity

expressed, “We can’t bear the

disturbance of fireworks and fake

bombs used at weddings and daily on

our streets. Our women and children are

frightened. It’s like we’re in the wild,

where no state will save citizens’

calmness and peacefulness.”

Esam Al-Zubair, 28, points out, “We

understand children’s desire to play

with fireworks; however, the problem is

that many of them play with fireworks

in the evening as a result of some

parents’ lack of supervision of their

children.”

Ahmed She’elan, 65, complains, “I

live with my wife, who is in her 50s.

Children disturb us with their fireworks,

so we always shout at them. However,

because we’re old, they make fun of us

and increase their disturbance. I

complained to their parents and even

went to the police station, but to no

avail. We really can’t bear the

disturbance from fireworks.”

Not only does the sound of fireworks

disturb others, but the power of their

explosion often can injure. Mohammed

Al-Olaibi, 20, recalls, “I cut my hand

while I was lighting fireworks at my

uncle’s wedding and it cost me a lot to

treat it. Since then, I’ve given up

playing with fireworks.”

The Yemeni government uses

fireworks merchants and those who use

fireworks as a medium to make money.

As Lt. Col. Abdullah Naji Jezailan,

chief of Himyar police station, states,

“We arrest fireworks retailers and send

them to prosecution, which releases

them after fining them around YR 5,000

as punishment. The same happens to

those who use fireworks at weddings.”

Col. Hameed Beshr, police chief of

Sana’a’s Old City district, explains,

“We don’t call them importers, but

rather smugglers because trading in

fireworks is forbidden. Some types of

fireworks contain strong explosion

power, so they really disquiet others and

bother police. We apprehend fireworks

smugglers, confiscate their fireworks

and send them to prosecution. However,

because there isn’t any legal

punishment stipulated against fireworks

merchants, the prosecution then

releases the merchants with their

fireworks.

“We must reconsider the legal

punishments and add new items to the

law for the sake of criminalizing

commerce in fireworks,” he added.

However, citizens stress that Yemeni

police arrest merchants and those who

use fireworks simply in order to extort

money from them, not to secure

citizens’ peace or safety. Mohammed

Al-Nedaish, 45, expresses, “It’s not the

police; rather, it’s a gang against

citizens because they always try their

best to find ways to extort money. So

they arrest fireworks retailers and

citizens to steal money from them;

otherwise, why arrest them and then

release them the same day?”

Ahmed Al-Hamdani, 34, asserts,

“The police only go after the poor. If

any poor people use fireworks at their

weddings, they are arrested, fined a lot

of money and humiliated in front of

their relatives and guests. In this case,

the police will apply the law exactly.

However, if any official or commander

uses fireworks at a wedding, Yemeni

police will come and help him.”

Attorney Abdu Al-Thabhani

comments, “It’s true that [Yemeni] law

doesn’t criminalize using fireworks, so

police can’t confiscate fireworks or

imprison importers and retailers.

However, they can do so under the

pretext of disturbing the public peace

and safety.”

Some citizens are for using fireworks

at weddings and eids, but in an

organized manner. As Mohsen Al-

Shibami, 34, notes, “I think the problem

isn’t using fireworks, but rather, how

and when to use them because

fireworks are used all over the world as

an expression of happiness. What we

need is to use fireworks at a suitable

time. We shouldn’t use them in the

evenings and children shouldn’t use

them during the day – only at a specific

time on a specific day.”

Street children

The controversy over fireworks use in Yemen

Ras Issa Oil Terminal Project

Republic of Yemen

INVITATION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION

OF EPC CONTRACTORS

1) The Project Directorate, Ras Issa Oil Terminal Project established under Yemen Oil

& Gas Corporation, the Ministry of Oil & Minerals, Republic of Yemen, invites

application for pre-qualification as EPC Contractor for the Construction of Oil

Terminal at Ras Issa, in the Red Sea.

2) The Project comprises:-

a) On-shore storage facility consisting of 3.0 million barrel capacity tank farm with

pumping facilities and necessary infra-structure development.

b) Off-shore loading facility incorporating Single Point Mooring System which will

be connected to on-shore storage facility through sub-marine pipeline and PLEM.

3) It is expected that Invitation to Bid will be issued by June 2007.

4) Constructors / Joint Venture of constructors having sufficient experience of design &

execution of similar projects as EPC contractors and having sound track record may

apply for pre-qualification on format given in the Pre-qualification Document,

available at www.yogc.com.ye

5) Applications for pre-qualification, accompanied by completely filled questionnaire

given in the Pre-qualification Document must be submitted (two hard copies of

complete submission and one soft copy) in a sealed envelope at the below mentioned

Project Directorate address, by 5th of May 2007 and amount of USD 1000 as non-

refundable processing fee must be transferred to the following bank address:

Account Name: Ras Issa Project

Account Number: 01-1010-10155

Bank Name: Central Bank of Yemen

Bank Address: P.O. Box 59 Sana’a – Republic of Yemen

Swift: CBYEYESAXXX 

Project Directorate Address:

Ras Issa Oil Terminal Project

5th Floor, Yemen Oil & Gas Corporation Building

Haddah Street, P.O. Box 15564

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Phone: 00967 446854 / 440283 Telefax: 00967 1 440723

E-mail: ras_issa_proj@yahoo.com

6) Applicants may seek pre-qualification for the whole project or for on-shore or off-

shore works only.

7) For expeditious project execution, the Employer invites the Contractor to indicate his

capability for arranging finances for the Project. The Contractor, if interested, must

clearly indicate the probable source of financing, mode of repayment and percentage

of Project Cost to be financed.

8) Project Directorate, Ras Issa Oil Terminal Project, reserves the right to accept or

reject any or all applications seeking pre-qualification, without assigning any reason

thereof.

9) Only pre-qualified Contractors will be contacted for issuance of Bid Documents.

Fireworks is a dangerous habit especially for children.

Street children are becoming a daily sight in most Yemeni cities.



Azam Ali, Computer -

based embroidery designer,

all kinds of embroidery

designs Training. For

learners also available.

Hayel street.

Contact:01-404578 -

711143717

Tariq Mohammed,

Bachelor degree in English

language, diploma in

computer. experiences in

teaching  English,

translation, administration

and secretarial. 

Contact: 777300430

Waheeb Abdullah, Good

knowledge in hotel services

English(reading, writing and

speaking). Good appearance,

respect a time to asking for

c/v please send massage to

waheeb_hasen2007@yahoo.

com

Yahya Hussien, bachelor

in English language, diploma

in secretarial computer

works.

Contact: 712487410

English language teacher

with good experience with

many years of experience as

ESL teacher, requires a job at

a foreign school.

Contact: 733436142

Tawfiq Mohammed,

satellite receivers eng. Fixes

and tuning all kind of TV

satellite receivers.

Contact: 733424099

Adeeb Ali, B.A. in

Electronic Engineering,

Faculty of Engineering and

Architecture, IBB

University.

Further training on:

networks, internet, call

centers and rural-

transmitting.

C o n t a c t : 7 3 3 2 7 4 0 4 8 -

77654763

Adeeb Beshr, Bachelor

degree in electronic

engineering communication

engineering with experience

in design and fixing  LAN

Network, together with

computer and GSM

maintenance.  Contact:

711998137 or 777209430

For rent: (For  furnished

only). A first class flat (super

deluxe), 4 rooms, big hall,

three bathrooms and deluxe

kitchen.

Rent: $ 1,500 (negotiable).

At Madina Sakania, Hadda.

Contact: 733416400

Furnished apartment in a

villa consists of three rooms,

one bedroom,  two

bathrooms , one kitchen,

dining hall  and garden. We

like to rent it to a foreign

family.

Located: Hadda street, in

front of Safer company

Contact: 01-442179-

777781828

For foreigners only. A

first class fully furnished flat

(Super Lux) at Madina

Sakania, Hadda. 4 rooms,

big hall and 3 bathrooms. 

Rent $ 1500. (Negotiable).

Please contact: 733416400

For rent: Office building

in Hadda, prime location,

useable space 1650 M.SQ.

Two story + bsmnt. Paved

area APX.800 M.SQ (30 - 40

car  parking).

Monthly

rent....Negotiable. 

please call 733802855

For sale: A cressida

Taxi (Sana’a) - Model 83

Contact: 733858393

Required: Suzuki Vitara

in a good condition.

Contact: 711898903

Office for rent: Located

in Tahreer-Ali Abdulmughni

st. Spacious, good for any

business. 

Contact: 777265 129

Translation office for

rent, equipped with

computers, translators. Very

old office in down town.

Contact: 270129

For sale: Spacetel Special

number (7333xx333)

Contact: 733404688

Others

Furniture

Vehicles

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for

packing, customs clearance, domestic 

& international forwarding air & sea.

Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /

216048 / 407905

Cargo

Al-Nasim Travel &

Tourism. For domestic &

international air tickets with

price busters all airlines. 

Tel: 219890/ 270750

Alkumaim Trading Center

Hadda st.

Travels

Classifieds15

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 

9 9 April , 2007April , 2007

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale Required  Available For Lease   For Hire/Rent  Job

Require  Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or
P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services. 

International Freight Forwarding

(Air/Sea/Land)

International Packing Standard

Warehousing (The biggest in

Sana’a)

International Worldwide Door to

Door Services.

Customs Clearance

(Airports/Ports/Border)

Arranging of Exemptions.

Over flying & Technical stops for

aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.

Tel :        01-531221/531231

Fax:       01-531130

Hot line: 733030062   (24 Hours)

Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a –

Republic Of Yemen.

P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a – Republic Of

Yemen.

E-Mail:    m&mgenservices@y.net.ye

Website:   www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Cargo
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Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax: 267619

P.O Box: 5465

Ahmed Muraisi
Real Estate Rentals

Tel: 733802855
Hadda and Diplomatic Areas

Office building for rent
�   Two story + full basement

�   Useable space APX. 1650 SQ.M.

�   Paved area APX. 800 SQ.M.

�   Large rooms, Hall ways, meeting room, 

security room.

�   Excellent location, near German 

Embassy.

�   Monthly rent....Negotiable.

Please call Ahmed 733802855

Øq ±U ¢∫∑U§u≤t, ¢∫X ßIn Ë«•b..

®U̧Ÿ �b…, «±UÂ «∞ªDu◊ «∞πu¥W «∞OLMOW
‹:770022004422  --  ≠UØf:114400886622

Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All your needs All your needs 

under one under one roof.roof.

±J∑∂‡W «∞e≥‡d«¡
∞∂Ol «_œË«‹ «∞LJ∑∂OW «∞Id©UßOW, «∞NMbßOW, Ë∞u«“Â «∞LJU¢V.

Trans Global Logistics

& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer

�  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

�  Packing/Land Transportation.

�  International door to door services.

�  Warehousing /Logistical planning.

�  Customs clearance/Local  

Visa/Documentation handling.

�  Real Estate Services.

�  Ticking Reservations & General  

Tourism Services.

�  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of

Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:

www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo
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Within the frame of visiting doctor's program, Modern German Hospital hosts 
during April 2007 the following visiting medical teams:

1. Prof. Suliman Maqtash, Senior Consultant of Bones, Joints and Knee Surgery
and Sport Injuries in Jordan.  

2. Prof. Kintzel, Senior Consultant of Brain, Nerves and Microscopic Neurosurgery
at Hospital Friedrichshain, Berlin, Germany. 

3. Dr. Koether, Secialist in Tumors, Chest, Liver and Pancreas, Laparoscopic surgery
and lecturer of Surgery at charite Hospital, Berlin, Germany. 

For inquiry and reservation, please contact us on 

Tel: 600000; Extension: 100; Fax: 601889

Sana'a, Taiz Street before 60-Meter Street Intersection  

Yemeni wisdom and German experience

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire

Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires

118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,

202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration

250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of

Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061,

Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent

203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 

Egypt Air               273452/275061

Gulf Air 440922

Lufthansa                     213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824  Tel.967-1-260823

Aden: tel / 02 - 237829    Fax: 237824

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain

Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274314/1

Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 

International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030

Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2

CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958

Europ Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01 270804

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791

MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 

OPEL / GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000

TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_   Sana’a: 01 -468305

Fax:+967-1-407419

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199

Infinit Education               Tel:444553

NIIT Quality_ 

Computer Education  Tel. 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages  440719/415812

British Institute for languages & Computer 

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

Sana’a: 441024/5,

Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882

Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988

Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services

Tel: 01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders   407905

World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008

E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital      Tel: 01 274286/87

Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  

Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246967/66

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000

Taj Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372

Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

Arab Insurance Company

Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5         Fax /6

Aden:257875-260827,                Taiz; 260744 , 

Hodeidah: 279672/3,                  Mukalla: 309744,  

Abyan: 604030

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874      Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13

Aden: 255668                          

Taiz:240927/34

Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/

272962/43,      Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345

Mukalla: 304292,             Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux

Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

Fax  370193

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

International Turkish Schools     Sana'a        448258/9

Taiz       205593

Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-

French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-

Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Falcon Holidays     Tel: 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel                                 270750

Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      

Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039

University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2

Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5

Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES

TRAVEL

Translations

Supermarket

SCHOOLS

RESTAURANT

INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOTELS

HOSPITALS

FREIGHT

FORWARDERS

COURIERS

COMPUTER EDUCATION

AND INSTITUTES

CAR SHOWROOMS

& SPARE PARTS

CAR RENTAL

BANKS

AIRLINES

√̧Æ‡‡UÂ±NL‡‡W

To particepate 

contact: 71200540
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By: Fatima Al-Ajel

fatimafnfr@yahoo.com

YY
emeni civilization is

rooted deeply in history

and considered one of

the greatest civilizations

that ever existed among

both Arab and the world’s countries.

Yemen’s museums are some of the

proof of the richness of Yemeni civiliza-

tions.

The three main Yemeni museums are:

The National Museum, The Public

Heritage Museum and The Military

Museum, each with a branch in gover-

norates such as Aden, Taiz, Ibb, etc. The

Military Museum includes the richness

and civilization of Yemen’s armed

forces and their role in civilizations

throughout Yemeni history.

At the museum’s door, soldiers stand

gently and patiently to welcome every

visitor. But in fact, they aren’t real sol-

diers, only statues depicting Yemeni

soldiers down through the ages.

The first attraction for visitors are the

cars on the first floor, which is called

the museum’s “internal square.”

Actually, it’s a unique display revealing

each car’s specific history related to a

specific age.

Visitors to the Military Museum must

follow its plan and commence their

journey on the right side, where the

ancient age begins. The museum is laid

out gradually, beginning with the era

before history and the modern Stone

Age in 6,000 B.C.

The Military Museum building itself

is a historical place. As mentioned on a

sign above the museum door, it initially

was built as a school for industrial

workers during the Ottoman occupation

era at the end of the 19th century in

Hijra year 1317, which corresponds to

1902.

It then became an industrial prison

for Imam Ahmed Hamedudeen’s oppo-

nents in 1920 before being converted

into a guesthouse for the Iraqi military

mission in 1940. It was still a guest-

house at the eruption of the 1962 revo-

lution and then was used for the

Ministry of Interior and Security before

finally becoming

the Military

Museum in 1984. 

S o m e t i m e s

called the

National-Military

Museum, it also

includes Yemeni

achievements in

education, explo-

ration and culture,

which are reflect-

ed in the vault of

past Yemeni civi-

lizations.

The museum is

divided into 11

halls, with each

hall representing

a specific era in

Yemeni history.

They are ordered

h i s t o r i c a l l y ,

beginning from the age before history

and the Stone Age until the events of

Yemeni unity.

The visitors of the military museum

are both Yemeni and foreigner’s

tourists. Every day the museum admin-

istration receives Yemeni people from

different governorates visiting the

museum. “We have a plan for schools

and some official delegations who like

to make visits to the museum and dis-

cover the heritage of Yemeni civiliza-

tions in general and the great history of

Yemeni army." Mohammed Haza’, the

responsible of the general relations of

the military museum in Sana’a stated. 

After visiting the museum’s halls,

visitors actually will witness Yemen’s

rich heritage from their short visit

around the museum.

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper.
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L

A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.

Power and desalination plants.

Fuel and water storage tanks.

Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry

Marine docks, harbours, deep sea

berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.

Pipelines construction and maintenance.

Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.

Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

The Yemeni Military Museum: A journey
through Yemen’s historical eras

The Military Museum’s “internal square,” a daily dis-

play of ancient cars, cannons and other army weapons.

the  back square of the museum show the cannon  which used in the 1955 war against Imam

Ahmed.  

Two lines of statues depicting soldiers throughout the ages welcome museum visitors.

Tel: 01 560031


