Take A Break From Your Work
Load and Take

Hertz

Along with you.......

Universal Rent a Car
6 D Q Oelb(01) 440309, Aden (02) 245625
Movenpick Branch (01) 546063

Monday, 23 April 2007 « Issue No. 1044+ Price 30 Yemeni Riyals « Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqgaf www.yementimes.com

E’. y 7/ 4

L s G —
EXPRASS
we move the world

Sana'a:Hadda St. (01) 441099/8/7/6, Zubairy St. 249878
Aden: (02) 245627/8, Taiz (04) 252455
Hodeidah: (03) 208689, Mukalla: (05) 354844

Seiyoun: (05)404288, Ibb: (04) 407418

14

Avian influenza national
plan: Needs and
challenges

Iron traffic flow strips
deflate car tires — and more

Educating Texas ‘Aggies’
about Yemen

Readers’ Voic

A GO

Do you think that the
investment conference
will spark confidence for
investments in Yemen?
- Yes
- No
-1 GR GkadW

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your voice heard

I\b Iq‘leLUIKJN M é
s, Sodto, oret

Our Services :

(IS MANAGEMENT & SOLUTIONS

% GPS SERVICES TRIMBLE CO.

A REMOTE SENSING sorrwase & HARDWARE SUPPORT
. DIGITAL MAP PRODUCTION

TRAKING SYSTEM

* NAVIGATION SYSTEM

@ @

@ @@

0"

For more information please feel free to contact us:
Tel : 50390819 Fax: 506002

E-mail ; geotec@ye.net.ye
Website : www.geotech-sl.com

el gl
AL-WATANIA INSURANCE

Sana'a, Tel. (01)272713, 272674, Fax, (01)272924, G.M. (01)276745,
Hodeldoh: (031219941/44. Fax. (031210045

MKRUPS

BEYOND REASON

NEE [
4 TT RN
UHEKE/

m “!Jwg"‘-_ﬂltah ﬂ
Al dypppaall. ol palen TP LTV 0 -I\_'

+LITATIE o pusimdlh “LTTATTY A wiBls

Investment Opportunities Exploration Conference:
Towards business partnership and mutual development

By: Moneer Al-Omari estate and housing], together wiy
investments in agriculture and fish
SANAA, April 22 — Under the theme, wealth.
“Toward Permanent and Joint Interests,” Further, participants will discuss vari
theYemeni government, in collaborationous working papers related to Gulf
with the Gulf Cooperation Coundl’ investments inYemen, developing
General Secretariat, on Sunday launchedemen’s investment environment, eco
the two-day Investment Opportunitiesnomic reforms, joint ventures betwee
Exploration Conference within the Yemen and Gulf countries, etc.
framework of developinyemen’s econ In his welcome letter, President Ali
omy for complete integration with Gulf Abdullah Saleh assured thaemens
economies. investment gate has been opened wic
Attended by representatives of morebefore investors, especially those from
than 650YemeniArab and international Gulf countries, and stressed that the-cor
companies together with 69 ministerderence is being held to enhance partne
and officials from neighboring and for ship betweefyemen and the Gulf.
eign countries, the conference seeks to “We realize that today’s world is one
shed light on the opportunities andof economic blocs, a world marked by
attributes of investing iemen and the heated competitiveness and rapid tran:
distinguished guarantees and facilitiegormation in all economic aspects,
provided byYemeni investment law ia  wherein there’s no place for those whq
way that enhances the flow of foreignstill think traditionally,” Saleh stated.
and Arab capital intdYemen. He further noted, “Yemen is witness
More than 100 opportunities in vari ing a significant transformation marked
ous sectors will be presented during théy will and determination to creag < -
conference, amounting to $8 billion,prosperous future full of welfare and ; "o o L
including the energy sector [electrigity peace,” adding thatemen has a strong |, #
oil, gas and minerals], tourism [islands,and true wish to develop and reinforc . " il K )
mountainous and coastal areas], estalpartnership and economic integratio -— \\ e e 7
lishing industrial zones [small and medi with its brothers in the Gulf Cooperation The Yemeni government is very keen on ensuring the success of tieaference, with over one year of preparations,
um-sized industry] and infrastructureCouncil. hopesare high that investment opportunities will lure investments from the gulfregion, and will result in
[airports, seaports, roads, railways, real Continued on pag8® employment and economic development in Yemen
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Sa’ada, fighting continues UL " InFocUs | LAUREL uw=s)t=
4l p2Y Badale paguad CY R e 5ye) ka,mtuaai,uasrl 313 g ot 41 gl
By: Mohammed bin Sallam border northwest of Sa’adeity. www.konicaminolta.com www.kardexinternational.com)
Sources further noted that clashes are Military sources revealed that military )
SAADA, April 22 — Confrontations continuing in Razih district's Al-Qal'ah forces from Al-‘Amaligah Brigade [Thabet Son Corporotion g'ijl:ﬁ_l_l Culi () Aaaugg
between theremeni army and Houthi area, where Houthis are besieging tharrived in Shadha district last ] ) ) )

loyalists in Sa’ada governorate continuegdlistrict's administration buildings, Wednesday under the framework of new 446073 : o £ - 207601 : osa EJL" 218546,.”8 T

with no indication that the war will end adding that helicopters have been bonreinforcements, includinghose from |~ 316710 : dSall - 204488 : ox2al) - 244625 : o3 - 214306 : Jad -~
soon. Further, more than 60,000 soldierbarding the area for many days, destroyother military and security units. tsc@yemen.net.ye : 358N 4l - www.thabetson.com.ye : <l e adgall

are amassed for a decisive battle,-sugpng two schools accommodating Houthi Further, Central Security units were

ported by fighter planes, tanks and otheloyalists. brought from other governorates to-par r 3

lethal weaponry, according to observers. Eyewitnesses claim that Houthis ardicipate in the war against Houthis. o B R TV e ]

A tribal source mentioned, “The centered in most government buildingsAccording to theremeni Armed Forces- P Al ']"'“"'
Yemeni army continues reinforcing itsin the capital of Qataber district afteraffiliated 26 September newspaper AI H AS H M I _____E

forces and equipment according to theeizing it last week and dispelling allamassing such units aims to securg

extent of the clashes between both sidesmployees from other districts. Qataberoads and districts from which Houthis INTERNATIONAL GROUP | - "n- " |

which thus far has encompassed all af witnessing relative calm, as there aravere expelled. Thus, the Defensq rosimsmstmunt , Apsnciss s Cansral Ssrvices = S 5™ oy

Sa'ada’s 15 districts.” no soldiers there and théemeni army Ministry confessed Al-‘Amaliga A e o e e ",.:. i 3 ]
The source added that while thereemains unable to reach the districBrigade’s participation in the war 187 i i

were no more than 2,000 Houthis duringoecause all roads are blocked. although it denies such news reported by #t mhe siarirghcad . of cvilizanion ahnd

the first and second Sa’ada wars, they Several military units last Friday pen Aleshteraki.net. irrispimaedidy, Thee v oemley

have tripled and there’s the possibility ofetrated into the northern areas of Bagem Media sources point out that con ;

their nﬁmbers increasing pdue totythedistrict and the northern parts of Mgngrontations are ong%ing in Dhahian as T T L F_E”x

expansion of the clashes. The fighterslistrict and took up positions in thearmy forces waged fierce offensives] e Tarewc anl i paruiary i Ex i

also now have more developed weaporsouthwestern parts. Fierce clasheasing tanks on some city homes lasf as & marrversily ar aponss ro provlic

and better training. occurred between both sides that nighSaturday. During their attack, SOIJIErS| ., neraf servis s fos irweiing smlitiss

Al-Ayyam daily newspaper reported but losses weren’t reported. discovered the bodies of children unde
in its Sunday issue that a military unit Upon the arrival of these units to theage 13 in one destroyed home. LT LR T T,
comprising thousands of soldiers andarea, Houthi followers blocked all routes The first Sa’ada war erupted June Al-Heybrai fmPeemol il o
dozens of military vehicles entered Al-between Magz and Bagem, which2004 on Maran Mountain and waglle Frd ITs Tervicos,

Dhuliah area in Shadha district, locatedstretches to the north of Magz districtoy Hussein Badraddin Al-Houthi prior
in the northernmost part of tighama and has lived under siege since these lab his death in September of that sam
plain. The forces crossed Hodeidah-govest clashes erupted January 27. year. The second Sa’'ada war broke ou
ernorate and upon arriving in Al- Sources also mentioned théemeni in February 2005 iMl-Ruzzamat area Fiar dardesms sorvavrnasemic ol ievgp
Dhuliah, waged a violent attack againsarmy forces waged a fierce five-hourand was led by Badraddin Al-Houthi.
Houthi elements positioned on Bisbasalattack using mortars and tanks orThose two wars left hundreds killed or s
Mountain located between Razih andHouthis centered on Gharabahinjured on both sides. Faaw: A FTETS, Mirmed: S0F607 e

Ghamer districts nedne Yemeni-Saudi Mountain in Al-Talh’s Al-Abqur area Continued onpage3 Moblic: FIFEFTIBE | FrTIR1 DS L
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Opposition parliamentary blocs
refused voting for the new cabinet

SANA'A, April 22— In its session held capital through health and education. syndicates' work.

HODEIDA
Court tries MP for
torturing citizen
April 22 — Chaired by Judge Jalal
Al-Magtari, Beit Al-Fasheq Court

held on Saturday a sitting to discuss hikes

Members of the Parliament, theParty bloc denounced the violationsprice especially  basi

the case of Shu’eib Al-Fasheq, an MP OPPosition parliamentary blocs and thehat took place during the sessioncommodities since the formation of th
who is charged with torturing a sim- independent MPs declined to vote formaintaining the Parliament Presidencynew government, assuring figures dqg

ple citizen. At the sitting, prosecution the new cabinet chaired over by Dr. AliBoard committed a lot of mistakes andeveal that government moves ba
asked the court to oblige the suspectMohammed Mujawar. violations during the voting such as thewise.

to compensate the victim Hamdan However, the new governmentnon-declaration of the ministers' Likewise, several civil
Darsi, who suffered psychological gained the trust of the General Peopléinancial liabilities. organizations demanded
and physical harms after being sub- Congress MPs who shape the majority Similarly, Islah and Nasserite government to withdraw the articl
jected to attacks and beatings. Thejn the Parliament (196 MPs) and whoparties' blocs declared that the newincluded in the program which dictate

defense-advocate, who defends Al-\qeq for it while 25 voted against it government program does not includauniting all organizations under on
Happy Family Club’s recommendations and notices raisedot address improving the situation ofwith his Cabinet capabilities, which i

the Happy Family Club, activities of
in which they stressed the necessityparticipants at the Association of Arablevels, has risen more than 20 percent
for Science and Culture inaugurated development and through it, we camecessitate the government tg
the foundation. Through the festival, organizations attended the two-dayfocus more and more on specializationprim
ABYN interested in the meeting, as well as thassociation’s achievements during th@pproved by the Arab League in 19¢
cement factory in Abyan governorate. scientific and educational years 39th meeting in Algeria, in with the participation of 23Arab
which is being currently held in

Radio Museum to be established hard work to suggest possible solution with the concerned organizations.Arabia and other Gulf states. Over t
YCRT in cooperation with UNESCO. rigtes’ issue is due to see a new era inerned with expatriateswelfare in it to the Yemeni government headg
Abdulbari Al-Qadasi, Secretary-

Fasheq, accused certain parties of any pointers for poverty alleviation andumbrella.

First Festival by MPs including the allocation of military and security personnel, with asomething considered by some MPs
the Happy Family Club’s festival
of establishing the club for the sake ynjyersities, which concluded its 40th With more than 15 universities in
the activities of the Tenth Cultural attain a high level of social encourage establishing technical ang
the foundation aims to pay closer meeting organized by the privatein extensive development fields,” he
Cement factory agreement signed ~ scientific meetings that will follow. past 10 years regarding incorporatingvith the aim of tackling highe
Yemeni and Saudi investors are duerequirements, indicating that, “Theaddition to the extent that meeting'suniversities.
Sana’a with the participation of vari-
April 22 — The Yemeni Corporation tions to numerous problems faced by According to the Minister of past few days, | met many officiaté
The project aims to restore and reha-yoms of identifying the problems andorder to better rearrange situations oby the political leadership for discus
General of UNESCO, and Brig.

e Minister Ali Mujawar

staining the MP's image in newspa- and four refrained from voting.
pers ar?d magazines 9 P After a lengthy debate, the neweradicating unemployment or In response to MPs comment

’ government gained the trust of themproving educational and healthPrime Minister Mujawar promised t
TAIZ Parliament and committed itself to theservices. In addition, the program doegommit to abide by their notes in lin
April 21 — Under the slogan more resources to be spent on humamoticed set back as to the freedom obe disavowing of his responsibility.
“Together toward a stable family”
and on the occasion of the first = = .
arversay of e sabhmen o Mujawar: Education Is
were carried out on Thursday. At the a ke to d eve I O m e nt
event, Amal Taher, from the club’s y p
work team and Wafa Al-Salahi, man-
ager of the club, delivered speechesSANA'A, April 22 — Addressing education budget, in all its varying
?f f$mi|y V\;oelfar:e %nd hfor hcel]f[Jing meeting Monday in Sana’a, YemeniYemen teaching approximately
amily members lead a happy lite. Prime Minister Ali Mujawar stated 200,000 students, in addition to morg
AFSC inaugurates tenth festival tht, Edlécatlon is the_only Iéey thgtéhekl]n IS|x Mml_lllon stupclients hattendtl)ng
Last Saturday, Al-Sa’eed Foundation Pfings @ out economic and socialschools, Mujawar said such number
Festival, which is due to last untii development.” vocational education institutions “that
May 7. At the inaugural ceremony, Approximately 150 participants will meet the requirements of the labo
Shawgi Ahmad Hayel gave a speech,from Arab universities and both market.
praising the prominent role played by regional and international  “Higher education institutions must
a;;elrgtion to science and SCient:|5tS'University of Science and Technologyadded.
: in ers,da{r'c]lsts alltnd Wtr)'tiNrS’ as Well aS i, sana‘a. For his part, meeting Chairman and The  Association  of Arab
0 spread the cutture between various Inaugurating the meeting, the primeAlgeria University President Taher Al- Universities is an independent bog
social groups in Yemen. S ) ) M’ . o : ]

minister said his government wasNajjar briefed participants on thebased in Amman, Jordan. It w3
April 22 — The concerned authori- Mujawar, who was appointed primereforms and modern scientific meanseducation problems in the Arab worl
ties and a Chinese international com-minister in late March, confirmed thatinto higher education. The association’s General Secretar
pany signed on Sunday an agreemenhis government has decided to Participants discussed severalvas established a year later and its fi
on constructing and equipping renovate several colleges to meeteports, including minutes from lastmeeting was held in 1969 in Egyp
to take part in the project, which aims
to create investment opportunities in = = -
venen, s pan ot e mesmen. (G QVEINIMENt gives top priority
Opportunity Exploration Conference,
- , -

ous international investors and com- to eXpatrI ateS ISS u eS
anies. . - . N . . . .
P SANAA, April 22 — Minister of rearrange multiple priorities, which hepartial success by discussing expa
SANA'A Expatriates Saleh Same’e insisted odescribed as urgent, through cooperaates’ issues with our brothers in Say
for Radio and Television along with Yemeni expatriates abroad, as well aExpatriates, top priority should bethe Yemeni communities in Saug
the Military Works Department co- to set strategic plans and programs tgiven to expatriates’ relations with Arabia and discussed with them va
signed an agreement on establishinghandle such a vital issue. embassies and the need for makingus problems in order to make the
the Radio Museum. Funded by the «| would like to confirm that expa- available an executive bylaw con-problems an urgent file and forwarde
bilitate the Radio Museqm Buﬂ_dlng. setting plans as well as programs t&emeni communities abroad. sion.”
Ve E@IEEMETT TES SErEe) i thecontribute to resolving this issue,”
presence of Abbas Al-Dailami, Head S ) id. “U t'Ig e binet. S e clarified that th d
of the Radio Sector, Mohammed S@me’e said. “Up until now, immigra- cabinet, Same'e clarified that the govcome

the strategy,

migrate from their homeland to othersion, considering the issue of expatriAl Maktoum, with regard to UAE

Mohammed Ali Sa’eed, General countries in search of work opportuni-ates as a personal one, necessitatibpvelopment and the situation
Director of Military Works ties without any institutional support.” officials to work hard for its sake. workforce in his country. “We prefe
Department. He called on Yemeni expatriates in Regarding the situation of expatri-to consult our brothers in such casej

other countries and those concerned iates in the Arabian Gulf countries, parbut we have multiple responsibilities g
ADEN

the country to help his ministry in its ticularly Saudi Arabia, and the prob-such as studying the workforce mg
hard work to enhance attention towardems and difficulties posed upon themkets of the Gulf countries and th
migration and expatriation. Also, hethe official elaborated as saying “Wedemands in order for the immigran
stated that his ministry needs tothink that it is possible for us to reachnot to cause a crisis in other countrig

Higher directives for
?eemgriwsitocriit(;/ séliggtsih;n htgsepifecl)lili;h%fn arre Stl n g m i | Itary |ead er

Yemeni people, an official source at SANA'A, April 22 — High directives sons for a demonstrationAt-Sabeen implementing Saleh's directives ma
the Universal Company for Travel ordered arresting Brig. Saleh -Al Square where over than 400 peopl®ictims kinsmen cast doubts on th
and Tourism said. He quoted the Dhanin and his sons together withgathered, asking President Saleh toon-seriousness of the Ministry ¢
tourists as saying that Aden B other 40 armed followers over thearrest Al-Dhanin, his sons, and thelnterior to arrest them Further, the
tourist city with various attractive and c|ashes that took place last Monday irmrmed men affiliated with them fear reconciliation which is the cas
marvellous views. Asr where Al-Dhanin's sons attacked According to a tribal source, with a lot of similar issues that too|
a plot of land belonging to an EmiratePresident Saleh delegated the leadgrace in the past particularly whe
investor and caused the death of threef the Military Police to address thehigh ranking officials are involved in
soldiers affiliated with the military demonstrators, showing them copies Observers considered the incide
kind, Ramzia Al-Eryani, police._ _ _ _ of Saleh's orders dictating the arrest ofo be a test for Saleh's '_seriousnes_s_
Chairwoman of Yemeni Women The incident was met with a widethe perpetrators and the removal Al put an end for land lootings by mili
Union, and a group of her colleagues, Public rage which led to the removalDhanin from his military post as well tary leaders and those close to de
discovered villages that have neverof Brig. Saleh Al-Dhanin from his as considering those killed as martyrssion-making circles, as well as to pr
been visited nor reached by the statepost as a leader of Khalid bin -Al  Brig. Al-Dhanin, who is very close vide a safe environment for inves
The women team found a village Waleed military battalion, a post heto President Saleh, is still hiding in hisments.
mostly inhabited by blind and mad assumed for over 2fears. Thalirec  Sana'a house after Brig. Jubran- Al The incident has just came fe
people, who is found to live in starva- tives imposed the arresting of -Al Hashidi was appointed in his placemonths after land corruption file i
tion, eat no food for many days, and phanin along with his two sons andMeanwhile, high ranking military Aden was closed under president
sleep in the ground. The team added,gferring them to a military judiciary. leaders are showing sympathy withdirectives and after several high ran
rgs;ferr;?lgggélit:?nows abouhose vil- Murad tribe, whose son was amondhim sincelast Tuesday ing military officials were pointed tg
’ those killed in the incident, called its Delay in arresting Al-Dhanin and be involved in such corruption case

European tourists appreciate Aden

April 22 — More than 700 European
tourists praised the security stability
in Aden. Also, they commended the
attractive tourist sceneries and mar-
vellous beaches while touring the
city. Further, the tourists, who arrived
in Aden last Friday aboard an Italian
ship, expressed their happiness about

LAHJ
Villagers living in isolation
April 22 — In an event, the first of its

last Thursday and attended by 225 In their statement, Yemeni Socialist They also hinted at the continuouisPresident Ali Abdullah Saleh to the

society
th

recommendations were implemented.

At the first meeting, held by the new The Minister of Expatriates welt
which  was|
tion is a personal affair as nativesernment has taken a consensus deannounced by Sheikh Mohammed Bi

Saleh visits US to discuss
ald and security issues

SANA'A, April 22 — Preparations are
continuing for the coming visit of

c USA in May 2007 .The visit is a

eresponse to an invitation by US

esresident, George W Bush, which aimg

ckto discussremeni- American coopera-
tion in different fields.

Diplomatic sources reported that the
etwo parties will discuss security coop-
e eration between Yemen and the U.S
sand in particular Yemen’s role as a
e principal partner in the coalition

against terrorism. They will also dis-
S,cuss methods of boosting developmergi
D tal steps and investment ieMen.
e The sources pointed out that this - 2
s visit will be an important point in the Saleh with Bush (archive photo).

tgpath of bilateral relations between they, arap peace initiative with Israel
U.S. and Yemen. The meeting is €Spe- |, he Jast visit of H.E. President Ali
cially poignant as it is comes afterapqullah Saleh, during November
Washington's decision of re-including,ggs many issues were discussed
Yemen in the Millennium Challenge incjuding Yemen's efforts to reach the
Account. The account enabl¥smen  jillennium Development Goals by
o obtain aid and annual support whiclpo15. |n his visit, President Saleh
contributes to a number of develop-affirmed the importance of enhancing
mental projects in the country. human rights and supporting efforts to

The two sides will focus on topics of \aqyce poverty rates, unemployment,
mutual interest and concern, such agnq corruption.

the recent developments in Palestine, pgjitical and diplomaticrelations

Iraq, Somalia, and Darfur. Also, theypetyeen Yemen and the United States
will concentrate on the outcomes anQyate pack to 1946. Those relations

recommendations  of TheArab \yere reinforced in 1959 with the estab-
Summit, which convened in Riyadh onjishment of the first U.S.

March 28 2007, and aimed to activate Resident Mission in the city dfiz.

Yemen loses YR 6 billion
to crime In 2006

SANAA, April 18 — The total amount crimes were estimated at 3,024, caus-
of material losses due to crimes andng 1,281 deaths and 1,397 injuries
traffic incidents in Yemen during 2006 Traffic incidents reached 13,342,
Ywas more than YR 6 billion, a Ministry with 2,816 deaths and 17,147 injuries.
\Sof Defense web site reported An official report for 2005 revealed
b4\Wednesday. that 936 crimes were committed, rang-
26September.net news web siténg from murder to car theft to forgery.
.j- guoted sources as saying that the vol- Traffic accidents in 2005 amounted
I2ume of crimes and criminal incidentsto 12,869 nationwide, compared to
IStegistered during 2006 resulted in loss12,267 accidents 2004. Accidents in
t, es of nearly YR 3.39 billion, while 2005 claimed 2,510 lives and critically
losses due to traffic accidents stood avounded 7,030 others, compared to
nearly YR 1.16 billion. 2,249 deaths and 5,443 major injuries
The site’s sources added that noneuring 2004.
criminal incidents caused losses esti- According to the Generalraffic
mated at YR 509.41 million. Department, traffic accidents in 2005
The Ministry of Interior registered caused 7,318 minor injuries, compared
35,024 crimes during 2006, of whichto 8,174 during 2004. Additionally,
15,645 were major crimes and 19,379nore than 135,000 traffic accidents,
~small crimes, with 1,387 people reportkilling 26,000 and injuring 152,000
“_'ed dead and another 11,379 injured asthers, have been registered during the
dia result of such crimes. Non-criminalpast 15 years.

" Botanists call for establishing

iesociety of aromatic & medicinal
plants in Yemen

2d

"OsAEe

et

jeAttendees in the conference.

€SANA'A, April 22 — Over the period care, protecting liver by radish seeds,
prriI 16 — 18, Sana'a University con-as well as studying the effect of some
Yducted the regional conference orvemeni plants on cancer.
€ Medicinal and Aromatic Plants and The participants called for establish-
K their effects on environment and peoing an Arab society for medicinal and
Nple's health. aromatic plants inYemen. Further
Over 50 researchers and botanistthey called for printing the research
Nfrom Sana'a, Yemeni, Arab, and for-papers presented during the confer-
t@ign universities as well as researclence. Additionally, they demanded
centers stressed the importance dfastening the registration of Yemeni
Clorganizing such a conference everynedicinal property rights, especially
P two years in order to enable researcinhabitant plants as well as activating
U and scientists to exchange informatiorthe partnership with private sector for
and research papers. exploiting medicinal, toxic, and aro-
In the sessions, the attendees dignatic plants in Yemen.
' cussed many papers dealing with the It is worth mentioning that a guide
alimportance of plants for environmenton Yemeni plants will be issued and
K and society. They also discussed thanformation about the use of medicinal
means by which people can exploit theplants will be documented for future
> traditional medicine in primary health verification.
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Bahah: Oil Mafia iIs no more

SANAA, 21 April — Minister of Oil, of transparency in their dealings with
Gas andMineral resourcesKhalid the government.
Bahah has stated that his ministry has Furthermore, he pointed out that
reached new heights in terms of transYemen has committed itself to join the
parency and fighting corruption, heExtractive IndustriesTransparency
indicated that the measures implementhitiative (EITI), and his ministry is
ed for the last eighteen months haveurrently working towards the full
exposed several tactics, which are themplementation of the Initiative within
fuel and breed of what he labeled as ththe Oil Industry in Yemen, he said:
‘Oil Corruption’, adding that each and“Transparency is important to us, a
every oil-related contract or agreementhe oil is the ‘possession’ of the Yemen
has to fulfill strict criteria ensuring people, who should know how much
transparency and maximizing the benthey are getting and how the money i
efit for the country. spent.We want to join the EITI initia-
His Excellency pointed out that thetive to show the Yemeni people and th
adopted criteria compels companies international community howemen
and subcontractors, who want to takesarns and spends its oil revenue”.
part in oil exploration and production He also added: “we fought hard
activities, to go through a transparentvithin the cabinet and against influen- -
bidding process in which the contractdial persons in order to make sure tha
are given to the most competitive bids.Yemen will ultimately join the initia-
Also, he emphasized that the previousive, it is the right of the people to
practice of giving such awards behindknow everything about their oil, start-/
closed doors is no-more, adding thaing from bringing-in the Oil companies ¥ .
several measures have been takesnd ending to how the money is spent
against parties who have been involvedlVe are now constructing a website i
in such practices. orderto display this information in a
In addition, he called on Oil great detail for everyone who wants td
Companies, which receive any memog&now”.
and letters from the ministry or other Minister Bahah made these state
affiliated agencies requesting favorsments while visiting Canadian Nexen
and concessions, to contact his officéetrolum Yemen last thursday, during
and report such incidents. In the meanwhich he also discussed a number ¢
time, he asks for the cooperation of Oitopics with senior management anc
companies so as to maintain high levestaff of the company

Bahah while visiting Canadian Nexen last Thursday

Y EDUCATIO N FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITIONOF EXCEBENCE

PROVIDING A HIGH QUALIT

Beautiful purpose-built faci liti es on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setti ng.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fiel ds, basketball and tennis courts .
Large indoor multi- purpose area for voll eyball, basketball , badminton, gymnastics,

table te nnis, musical and dramatic productions.
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Performance-Based curriculu m for 5 years of age through secondary school
Personalized education/ small class sizes run by highly qualif ied & experien ced te achers
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Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified st udents
Graduate s atte nd Americ an, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern univer siti es

SB Pre-School

Specif ic age appropriate experi ences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Attracti ve premises near the French Emba ssy including a garden and play area
Certified experien ced Britis h teac her assisted by paraprofe ssionals

School hours are from 7: 55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday th rough Wednesday)
Ar abic progr am from 12:00 noon — 2:30 p.m.

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Email: gordonblackie@qsi.org Web site: http://yem.qsi.org
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Yemeni politicians praise
Mauritanian experience

By: Moneer Al-Omari

Al-Jazeera

SANA'A, April 21 Political
Development Forum organized
symposium last Thursday on the

Mauritanian Experience:
Responsibility andWill at Sana'a-
based Taj Saba Hotel. The

symposium was attended by Charg
D'affairs Mohammed Hassan Ould
Abdul Hai together with opposition
parties' leaderships and thosg
interested.

The symposium was chaired ove
by Political Development Forum
chairman Ali Saif Hassan who highly|
praised the Mauritanian military =
leaders for peacefully handing ove
power to civilians, considering this
step as the first of its type in the Aral
world. "We are here today to celebratg
a hope coming from the farthest part
of the Arab world, from the Arab The Mauritanian new president.

Maghrib," said Hassan.
Head of Information Department at "Vall's movement made Head of Media Department at the

the Yemeni Socialist Party Ali Al Mauritania, which stands last in theGeneral People Congredsriq Al-
thelist of the Arab countries under theShami clarified that his ruling party

Agreement to construct Batais
Cement Factory signed

SANAA, April 22 - Saudi Cement

Company (Al-Malik) represented by y_‘_u Lol Lgthes UL Lt ', .
Sheikh Hamid Al-Ahmer signed an e 1 - cd! - glaie 2
agreement with Chinese Sinome (,2007.\4_)1'!2 )

International represented by deput) g
chairman of board of directors to build ==
and equip Batais Cement Factory i
Abyan.

Celebrating the occasion, Sheikh Al{C
Ahmer considered the signing to be a
important event and partnershighsd s
between two parties for the sake of =
boosting the bilateral relations.
Al-Ahmer added that Yemeni cemen
sector is a vital one and the country i
in urgent need for it in order to bridge
the gap resulting from the quickenec 7
development process, indicating tha i
the signing came after one and a ha / ‘: l

year of serious negotiatiorit is worth  gheikh Hamid Al-Ahmar shaking hands with Deputy Chairman

mentioning that the company signed g i |nternational After signing the agreement
similar contract for establishing a fac-

tory in Al-Mukalla with another com- the country achieve self-sufficiency ofline with a complete set of administia-
mercial group. ) this important material. Meanwhile, tion, maintenance, and service build-
He also indicated that the increase ofe indicated that the surplus could béngs with a total cost of US $250 mil-
cement-producing companies is attribeyported to the neighboring countrieslion. The project will be implementdd
uted to the increase demand Ofaccording to the agreement, the totabver 25 months and the factory is due
cement. Further, he wishes that theapacity of the factory mounts to 5000to contain 550 direct employees gnd
factory can be an addition to theton/day, about1,600,000 ton/yem over 3,000 indirect employees.
cement sector in Yemen and can helpgditionally, it contains a production Advertismen

D

Sarari gave a review of
Mauritanian experience and declaredi\rab League economically, assumesloes not fail heckled by the
that it is the first time inwhich the first place politically. Also, the Mauritanian experience, assuring

military leaders turn against therole of armed forces changed fromsuch a step was made iemen
regime and then willingly transfer standing —against people andduring the Presidential last election
power peacefully to civilians, Protecting the dictators to standing byconducted on September 2006.
maintaining that people and partieeople,” noted Al-Sarari. Emirate Al-Bayan correspondent
are responsible for protecting the He asserted that Arab leaders adog¥lohammed Al-Ghubari doubted the
democratic change. two mechanisms to keep the chairs ademocratic change made in

Al-Sarari criticized the attitude of long as possible by confining highMauritanian, asserting ruling
Arab leaders toward the Military ranking military posts to those closemechanism is still held by the
Council for Justice and Democracyto them, together with monopolizing Republican Party, the party of the
headed by Colonel Ely Ould public job and suppressing those witiformer President. Further, the new
MohamedVall during the 19th Arab different opinions. officials were among Tayas
Summit launched in Riyadh in late Researcher Ahmed Saleh Al-Fagitministers.

March as all of them ignored him.indicated that regimes left behind Al-Ghubari voiced his fear that the
However, he is viewed by Arab colonizers failed to build modern Military Council will continue

people to be the only Arab giant andstate and failed to make a democraticunning things from behind the
the one who deserves respect anghange. They alsoworked on curtains. He also declared that
appreciation. establishing statewithin the state Yemeni people are waiting for the day

He added thavall is the only Arab Which works from under the tables,in which the General People Congres
military leader who kept his promisespPreempting the constitutional abandons power even for a single
as he pledged following his coupapparatuses from their roles. Heround. Thesame opinion is shared by
against former President ofadded that those regimes provad Fuad Al-Sallahi from Sana’
Mauritania Maaouya Ould great failure in their wars and waivedUniversity as he believes that we
Sid’AhmedTaya to hand over power hations' rights and interests, declaringhould not give evaluation of ¢h
to civilians and not to nominate Vall's stance is precedence in théMauritanian experience right now
himself for presidency and so did he.history of Arab military leaders. Mohammed Qahtan from the
Supreme Authority of Islah Party
stated the Mauritanian experience is
worth contemplation and called on
Arab armies to stand by people ang
not to be means inthe hands of
regimes.

Secretary General ofYemeni
Socialist Party and head of the Join
Meeting Parties' Supreme Council
Yassin Sa'eed Noman indicated tha
the Mauritanian experience deserve
admiration; however, Noman asked
political parties and elites not to wait
for savor form inside the regime but
to continue their public struggle.

o~

Interim President, Colonel Ely

Qusted President, Maaouya Ould

y Continued from page 1

General Investment Authority to keep pace with Gulf economies.
. Chairman Salal Al-Attar observed that
partnershlp and mutual non-Yemeni investors have equalyemeni armyreinforced
development rights and duties with theivemeni . . o :
The president also praised the GC@ounterparts, noting thatemeni law| N Sa'ada, fighting contin-
General Secretariat’s initiative aimedallows foreign investors full owner yes

at upgrading brotherly relations ship of land and property belonging toporeover, the ongoing Sa’ada war h

Towards business

betweenYemen and Gulf nations, par their project. caused huge military and human logs
ticularly in economic aspects, and Al-Attar further added thatemeni| es among both warring sides @
increasing prospects for integrationinvestment law provides facilities a dcountry that's suffering a shortage pf
and cooperation. guarantees, in addition to tax and-Cuseconomic resources against a rapiflly
Moreover, Saleh asserted thatoms exemptions. It also imposes N@ncreasing population.
Yemen will give a special care to Gulftax on profits and investors are free to The Yemeni government accusgs
investments, as this will enhance andnove their capital in and out ¥emen | Houthis of attempting to reinstae
develop the joint interests of bothin foreign currency Imamate reign, which ended with the
b sides. He went on to say théemen He also indicated that his authori eruption of the September 46

has adopted measures aimed  atill provide investors the required Revolution. It also charges them with
encouraging and attracting investmentfacilities and further ease registrationracism because they claim that stjch
by developing legislation and strategicproceduresfor investment project:

plans. pointing out that the investme tand not othe¥emenis.
For his part, GCC Secretary-authority is now the only party respo In related news, media sources also
General AbdulrahmanAl-Attiyah | sible for following up investors and gpserve that the United Nations hias

declared thatYemen really has investment issues, after previouslWwarned theYemeni government an
become an investment-qualifiedbeing distributed among three differ Houthis about recruiting underage
nation because it possesses thent parties. children in the Sa’ada war, as well
required components in this respect. Chamber of Commerce Union ysing anti-personnel mines. The wain
He further indicated that Gulf nationsChairman Mohammed Al-Maytami jng came after recording numerofis
are hopeful to achieve the goalshighlighted the importance of theinjuries on both sides resulting fro
behind organizing the investment eaninvestment conference and noted thagxploding mines.
ference, noting that such an occasjopartnership betweelMemen’s privat It remains unknown who is respo
would firm up relations between sector and its Gulf counterparts a@s sjple for planting mines causing maiy
Yemen and GCC countries. landmark in the conference’s successnjuries among soldiers and Houth
Minister of Trade and Industry and pointing out that 80 percent of partici however, events indicate that the
t head of the conferencéfahya Al-| pating firms are from Gulf countries, yemeni army is planting them at sorhe
L Mutawakel, pointed out that the co Observers believe that the partici amilitary sites before evacuating in
ference is investors’ compass, as ition of more than 65@cal, Araband  order to trap Houthis. Media reports
will make them aware of the existingforeign companies is an early succesgave mentioned dozens of deaths and
opportunities and sectors ilemen | for the conference and an importanhandicapping cases among Houthis
meant for investment. step in empowerinyemen’s economy and army affiliates due to mines.

Ould Mohamed Val.

Sid'Ahmed Taya.
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Bombs kill 17 people in Baghdad French flock to vote in election

By: Dean Yates ” By: Swaha Pattanaik 1000 GMT, the Interior Ministry said, at a separatist demonstration on the
and lbon Villelabeitia i the highest rate at this stage since 198%land in which five police were
g PARIS (Reuters) — French votersand about 10 percentage points highewounded.

flocked to choose a new president orthan at the same time in the last presi-
Sunday in an election dominated bydential election in 2002.The brisk vot-Personalities versus policies
right-wing  front-runner  Nicolas ing in sunny weather followed a big The campaign has focused as much on
Sarkozy and Socialist Segolene Royaliise in voter registration before thepersonality as policy although the
who hopes to be the first woman electelection and reflected widespread conmore than 8 percent unemployment
ed head of state.Sarkozy, a tough-talkeern that voter apathy could lead taate and disappointing economic
ing former interior minister, led Royal another shock after far-right leadergrowth have been major issues, just
and the other 10 candidates in opiniodean-Marie Le Pen, reached the sedwo years after riots erupted in
polls throughout the long campaign.ond-round run-off in 2002.Final opin- deprived housing estates.Royal has
But neither was on course to obtain anon polls suggested a third of the 44.5/owed to raise the monthly minimum
absolute majority, making a run-off million voters were not sure of theirwage and pensions and to create
between them likely on May 6.The choice at the last minute, giving hope500,000 jobs for young people, but
campaign was characterised by callso third-placed centrist Francoissays she will not raise overall taxes.
for change after 12 years of conservaBayrou and Le Pen, who was lyingRivals say she is incompetent.Sarkozy,
tive rule by President Jacques Chiradourth in most surveys. the son of a Hungarian immigrant, has
which have left one of the world’s “l want it to be a Sarkozy-Segolenetaken a tough line on crime and is
wealthiest nations divided and in needun off,” Laurence Rouquette, a 40-viewed as the most business-friendly
of economic reform, job creation and ayear-old antiques dealer, said after voteandidate by financial markets. He is
dose of self belief.“The French peopleing in a wealthy Paris suburb. “Usuallywidely considered closer to the United
. o know the importance of this vote, itsl vote for the smaller candidates butStates than the other candidates, but is
. AT seriousness, and | share their sentimettiis time | voted for one of the mainportrayed as authoritarian by his
cks in Baghdad April 22. of living through a very important ones.”Sarkozy smiled as he voted wittrivals.”l will vote for the first time this
day,” Royal told reporters after castinghis wife Cecilia, a joint appearance thayear, against Nicolas Sarkozy,” said
20her vote in the western Poitou-seemed intended to hit back at rivalsilhyes Ayadi, 28, a market trader in
"“Charentes region where she isnsinuations that their marriage is inVenissieux, a poor suburb of Lyon.“He
it Ieagder.RoyaI, 53, has plgdged to retrouble."What is very important is that wants too .much severity. He tars
A source at Yarmouk hospital said “We have certainly pulled neigh- was putting a 5-km (3-mile) ceme t Unite the country and build a “fairer the French come to vote in large numeveryone with the same brush. | react-
the hospital had received seven bodiesourhoods back from the brink,” wall around a Sunni enclave in the ci _and stronger” France where. all citizensers,” he tOId. reporters in Neuilly, aed against ’:"COIaS Sarkozy because he
after the blast.A policeman who Petraeus was quoted as saying. Concrete barriers up to 12 feet ( .SWOL"‘,j be equal. The ruling UMP suburb of Paris.The run-up to the elecscares me."Bayrou, 55, .h.opes voters
arrived in the area shortly after the But the commanders said themetres) tall are being built around Pay's Sarkozy, 52, has promised dion was largely calm, but two bombsdisillusioned with the traditional right-
attack was killed when his vehicle wasincrease in suicide bomb attacks wa&dhamiya, a mainly Sunni Arab ar abrealg with the; past, anq a qrackdowrexploded overnlght_ In _the Corswanle_ft Sp“t in French polltlgs will turn to
hit by a roadside bomb, police said. troubling because of the danger othat is surrounded on three sides n crime and illegal immigration.Voter port town of Bastia, injuring one pass-hllm in the hope of securing a real break
U.S. and Iraqgi forces have pouredreigniting sectarian revenge killings Shi'ite communities.Traffic control turnout was more than 31 percent aér-by. The explosions followed clasheswith the past.
between majority Shi'ites and minority get rid of all the car bombs,” Petraeus Um Othman, 45, a teacher, said repi- B an g Iad eS h Ie ad er VOWS to retu rn
Sunni Arabs who were dominant undessaid. “Iraq is going to have to learn —dents in Adhamiya regarded the con-

thousands of extra troops into Baghda@énd undermining the government ofpoints manned by Iraqi soldiers would
Al-Jazeera —Sheikh HasinaWajed, longstanding mutuag

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Two suicide
car bombers rammed their vehicles
into a Baghdad police station on
Sunday, killing 12 people in one of the
worst attacks aimed at Irag’s securi
forces since a security crackdown wa:
launched in the city.
The bombings in the mostly Shi'ite ﬁ
al-Bayaa neighbourhood in southwest!s
ern Baghdad wounded 95, police said
Most of the dead were civilians,
police said, reversing earlier state
ments that mainly police had bee
killed. The blasts damaged the policq
station and also largely destroyed &=
garage next door, collapsing rubble
onto a dozen cars. ;
“Look at the situation Iraqis are liv-
ing in. You see blasts whenever you trys==
to go out to earn a living,” said one, = &
witness. &F & : : :
In a separate attack, a car bomb in & woman stands at the scene of suicide car bomb atta
Shi'ite enclave in the mostly Sunni
neighbourhood of Saidiya in southernrestive western Anbar province but that The announcement that more “gat
Baghdad killed up to five civilians and attacks had risen sharply in othercommunities” are being built cam
wounded 25 people, police said. regions. after the U.S. military said last week

over the past two months in an attempghi’ite Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki. be the only way in and outof
to halt Irag’s slide into all-out civil war ~ “I don'’t think you're ever going to Adhamiya once the wall was finished.

Saddam Hussein. as did, say, Northern Ireland — to livecrete barriers as an “isolating wall”. , o ) Lo
While the boost in troop levels haswith some degree of sensational “It will be like Palestine. The peopl Bangladesh's opposition leader, _hasanlmosny, IS part ?f(
reduced killings by sectarian deathattacks.” of Adhamiya and neighbouring dig- “0"/d (O rewrn to the country despite the  governmens
gs by . : . Y 1€ign 9 government ban and a murder charge, atempaign to clean up
squads, car bomb attacks still plague tricts have mutual historical relations, 7. 3 L
X . : o . . . aide has said. Bangladeshipolitics
the city. A wave of car bombs killed Concrete walls like religious festivals and marriage

Meanwhile, Khaleda Zia, Hasirea' before holding fresh
rival and Bangladesh’s last prime minis-elections before the
ter, faces exile in Saudia Arabia. end of 2008.

Hasina will attempt to board a Dhaka-  Zia, who has been
bound flight at Heathrow on Sunday under virtual house
Abdus Sobhan Golap, her private secrearrest since April 10,

nearly 200 people last Wednesday. The U.S. military said on Sunday itshe said.

The U.S. commander in Iraq,was putting up concrete walls to pro- Baghdad is already largely divided
General David Petraeus, said intect five neighbourhoods in Baghdadalong sectarian lines, with Sunnjs
remarks published on Sunday the troofsome residents said the move wouldnainly living on the west side of th
build-up had yielded modest progresssolate them and sharpen sectarian terfigris River and Shi'ites on the east.

but a risdn suicide bombings made thesions. “The barriers can be modified gr .
ultimate success of the crackdown “We are not sealing off neighbour-removed at any time ... the purpose Oftary,told AFP by telephone from Londoniis reported to havg

. . . g ; .~ |, on Saturday agreed to go abroad in [
uncertain. hoods, we are controlling access tdhese barriers is to provide securit 13

Petraeus and other senior U.S. offithem. It's a tactic, it's not a change inLieutenant-General Abboud Qanbar It was not known if British retum forleniency for

cers in Iraq told The Washington Posttrategy to divide Baghdad along secthe Iragi commander of the security
the increase in U.S. and Iraqi troopdarian lines,” said military spokesmancrackdown,told Iragiya state televi
had improved security in Baghdad and.ieutenant-Colonel Scott Bleichwehl. sion.

Airways staff would allow her to board her two sons. Her ©
the aircraft younger son Arafat Hasina has been charged with murder and extortion

_ Rahaman was briefly and parred from the country.
Exile order arrested on corruption

Bangladesls new military-backed inter- allegations last week. The new interim government tho
im government oliVednesday told all air- over power andhaswon popularsuppot
lines operating flights to Bangladesh toCrackdown for its anti-corruption campaign.
take the necessary measures to preveStores of prominent figures including
Hasina from returning. former ministers - with links to both par Ruling dynasties

Golap said: “She is aware of the bar orties - have also been detained. Zia and Hasina have ruled the country

- ’FOU R Tl M ES A WE E‘K TO I\/\ O R E her return. It's a confirmed flight. There is  Both Zia and Hasina stand accused dditernately since democracy was reinstat

no question of staying back.” misrule that led to a political crisis earliered in 1991.

A N D TH E:WORLD Hasina has been charged with murdethis year The two represent rival political dynas
— =" and extortion in her absence and could The crisis followed a political impasseties that have dominated thepolitical

face arrest if she returns. that climaxed in January amid spirallinglandscape since the country won inde
Zia meanwhile is reported to be preparviolence, in which the HasinaAwam  pendencén 1971.
ing to leave for Saudi Arabia. League accused the Bangladesh National Zia is the widow of Ziaur Rahmaa,
A private television channel reportedParty (BNP) led by Zia of seeking to rig former president, who was assassinated in
that her departure was imminent. Zia metlections. an attempted military coup in 1981.
her sonTareque Rahman, who is being As aresult, lajuddin Ahmed, then-pres- Hasina is the daughter of Sheikh
held on corruption charges, at Dhaka cerident of an interim government taskedMujibur Rahman, the nation’s independ
tral jail. with holding fair elections resigned, ence leader and first premier and presi
The attempt to exile the two women,imposed emergency rule and cancelledent. He was murdered along with most
known as the “battling begums” for their the polls. of his family in a military coup in 1975.

Shells rock Mogadishu,
corpses rot in street

By: Sahal Abdulle ays into their strongholds with armouredarms and men to support tlgamists,
cars. while Asmara sayéddisAbaba is occu-
MOGADISHU, April 22 (Reuters)- With an insurgency simmering sincepying Somalia illegally at the behest of
Rotting corpses lay in the open andhe ouster of militant Islamist rulers fromthe United States.
explosions shook Mogadishu on Sundayogadishu over the Newrear, this Eritrea’s exit from the seven-member
for a fifth day of battles between insur week’s violence has been one of thénter-Governmental Authority on
gents and allied Somali-Ethiopian troopsworst sustained flare-ups since thén. Development (IGAD) was a blow to
that have killed more than 200 peopleprevious four-day spike in battles at thediplomatic efforts to unite foreign opin

Ethiopian Airlines proudly announces the launch of
service from Sanaa beginning in May 2007. Ethiopian’s

new Sanaa route connects Sanaa via Addis Ababa to a residents said. end of March killed at least 1,000 peoplejon on pacifying Somalia.
growing numb_er of destinations in Afrcia, Europe the lllustrating regional divisions many mainly civilians. “The Government of Eritrea was cem
Middle East, Asia and the USA. say are fomenting the escalating war Bodies lay on the streets on Sundaypelled to take the move due to the fact

Eritrea pulled out of the east Africansome mutilated and decapitated by inceghat a number of repeated and irresponsi
group IGAD after a rift with Ethiopia sant shelling that has pulverised residerble resolutions that undermine regional
over Somalia. The feuding neighbourdial neighbourhoods considered Islamispeace and security have been adopted in

So plan to fly with us and experience the difference . ..
welcome on board.

each accuse the other of stirring the-corstrongholds. the guise of IGAD,” said a statement on
flict. thegovernment Wb site, shabait.cam
In an ever-growing exodus some sayMakeshift graves A meeting of IGAD foreign ministers

is nearing half a million people, hun With Somalis keen to bury their deadtwo weeks ago in Kenya became a forum
dreds more Somalis trudged out ofguickly in accord with Muslim custom for the festering feud between Ethiopia
Mogadishu on Sunday, dragging and carsome were digging makeshift graves byand Eritrea, still bitter over their 1998-
rying belongings on their head. the road. 2000 border war and now locked in what

“I have lost all hope,” one woman The Islamists ruled most ofouth many analysts see as a proxy war in
said, walking at the head tf relatives, Somalia for the second half of 2006,Somalia.

AFRICA'S WORLD CLASS AIRLINE

Ethiopian‘ mainly children. before being defeated by the interim Kenya, Uganda, Djibouti, Ethiopia,
ShrRS A Reuters correspondent in centragovernment and its Ethiopian military Sudan, Somalia and Eritrea are the eoun
Mogadishu was repeatedly wokenbackers in a war over the Néfgar. tries who make up the east African bloc.
through thenight by the sound of mor But Islamist fighters — backed by The United Nations says more than
FIRST TO FLY tars, mainly from the north of the city some disgruntled Hawiye clan element821,000 residents have fled Mogadishu
787 VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ETHIOPIANAIRLINES.COM where the worst fighting has been. and foreign jihadists — have regroupedsince February, but locals put the figure
DREAM)LINER  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT MARIB TOURS, DAMASCUS STREET, Insurgents are barricaded behindo rise up against President Abdullahhigher ,
INAFRICA  HADDA, PO.BOX 7298, TEL +9671 426831/2/3/4/5 FAX +9671 426836 E-MAIL: makeshift sandbanks and race throughiusufs administration and his Ethiopian  “I think it's nearer500,000now,” said
IN 2008 INFO@MARIB-TOURS.COM : streets on pickups turned into battlebackers whom they regard as hated fothe head of a Somali think-tank, who
wagons, while Ethiopian and Somalieign invaders. asked not to be named because of the

troops fire heavy artillery and make for ~ Ethiopia accuses Eritrea of sendingprecarious security situation.




Report 23 April, 2007 5

Iron traffic flow strips deflate car tires — and more

By: Nasri Abu-Baker Al-Saqqaf ML ¥ o - = = i wimt b guards.We cant wasted due to the crowding that is
nassry_sagqgaf@maktoob.com g | prevent them,” he occurring,” Shabbily adds, “The reason
and Nisreen Shadad | lamented. for such vehicle damages and losses are

Yahya Shabbill, drivers’ violations.
| general directorof  “In the future, we’ll build speed
| the Sana'dlraffic  bumps farther from iron barriers so as
. Office, explains, notto damage car tires. Moreover, we're
Iron tire deflator strips “The main reason going to erect much largeigns to help
have been laid across . ; . to build such bar drivers see them and save their cars,” he
certain streets to prevent cars from tra/e e - o " i | —3 =X riers is owing to indicated, concluding, “Ultimately
eling in both directions on these roads o f : — V5 the crowding cre we're forced to make such barriers for
By order of the Sana’a traffic adminis ated by violating the general welfare.”
tration and the Ministry of General vehicles  when  Ayid Al-Shamyri, general director of
Labor, they were built to alleviate traffic ; disrespecting the labor in Sana’a, says, “Currently, the
accidents and congestion; however directions on number of these barriers is limited, but
according to drivers, such barriers haves | roads.We affixed we plan to build 15 to 20 more in vari
made the situation worse. 1 signs indicating ouslocations,depending orthe impor
Cars used to pass along these roag no drivingon par- tance of the location itself, as well as the
peacefully from both directions. ticular  streets; number of accidents occurring there. Up
However, in an effort to decrease over, howeveritwas n  until now, we've only erected two or
crowding and accidents, the traffic} vain. We also sta three barriers, implementing them
administration built these types of barri L tioned traffic offt according to the administration of
ers, such as the one on Al-ltha’a Stredll cers to stop vehi municipality traffic officers:
(Radio Broadcast Street) beside th cles from passing, He adds, “We aren't informed of nor
Civil Service Office and on Al-Siteen but that didn't solve the problemsdo we pay any compensation for dam
Street. either.” ages. Even when something does occur
Drivers find it easier to drive on such He notes, “Most of those we sufferit's due to driving fast or not seeing the

new phenomenon has
cropped up on several [ig
streets around Sana’a.

roads at night because they’re practica ' e __-‘- from are National Council memberssigns. Just driving over suchoarriers
ly empty; however, the problem Drivers complain about unseen signs and new types of barriers. Sgtbumps placed next to iron tire deflator strips Pecause they are the first to violate thevon't cause huge damage.”

remains, whether at night or during thecause additional damages. Protos sy Nasm AL-snoone  TUIES- Even with such barriers, we dan”  As Al-Shamyri describes, there are
day. One driver explained, “We were prevent them from driving in the oppo many ways to compel drivers to slow
going to Al-Thawra Hospital at 2 a.m. site direction on Al-ltha’a street. They down, including speed bumps and athe
when our car tires suddenly blew outsounds of car tires blowing becausdic ones. Added to this is the bursting ofdamage isn’t reparable. Therefore, h&ow use the pavement as a street to pagges of impediments; however, many
Upon getting out of the car to look at thedrivers are unaware of the existence ofires these barriers have caused for-hurhad to buy new ones,” Ishaq recountedthrough. citizens violate the rules. According to
tires, we discovered the iron barriéfe  such barriers. They are driving alongdreds of cars.” “These barriers and speed bumps “Observing the proper directions andhim, the best way to save citizens’ lives

were forced to leave our car and searcheacefully and then suddenly, they hear Ishaq continued, “Within the first have created problems rather thastreet lanes may take a few minutess for drivers to be aware of and respect
for any car passing that way in order tahe bursting of their tires. They shoutweeks of building this barrier, we could solved them. | waslriving in the right  longer, but itwill save driver hours traffic rules.
aid our patient.” and cry, but none of the traffic officersn’t even sleep because of the sound dfirection, but then my tire blew out,”
Car mechanic lbrahim Aglan saysrespond to find a solution to their com cars driving over it. This sound not onlydriver Mohammed Al-Zarqua main
most drivers try to find repair shops, butplaints.” annoys residents of these streets, it aldained.
are compelled to pay a lot for new tires. Such barriers also don’t prevent accifrightens drivers, who think a Ige However, his friend Mohammed said|.
According to drivers, such damage isn’dents. “Every day, we see many acciexplosion has occurred near them.”  Al-Zarqua was driving at a speed so
repaired easily, except at specific repaidents occurring on Al-ltha’a Street,” Due to citizen complaints, the traffic that his tire blew ousomehow” Asone we supply:
shops in Nugum. points out Amin Masoud, oneesident administration subsequently built speedraffic officer comments, “Those drivers
Aglan added, “The number of carsalong that street. bumps (matabat in Arabic) in order towho violate traffic rules must be respon
damaged is no less than five per day Dentist Zaid Isaq notes, “The reasorcompel drivers to slow down when driv sible for their faults. The authority has
with no less than three tires blown outfor building these barriers is to preventing on such streets. However, becauserected sgns indicating that certai
on each car. Such damage is beyondehicles from Al-Itha’a Street or Kuwait they were built near the deflator barri streets are only one way, but they aren

- Generator sets.

- Engines.

- Spare parts.

- After sales services.

repair, so drivers are forced to buy newStreet from cutting through to 26 Streeters, they damaged cars passing in botheeded. - Commissionning,
ones rather than repair them.” However, this new solution has broughthe right and wrong directions, accerd “Moreover, traffic officers working to Head office sanan

Amer Al-Zuraigi, a pharmacy more troubles, as cars are not preventddg to Ishag. prevent drivers from violating the rule| Tet:o1-223943 Aden Branch Hodeidah Branch e R A T R ememib
employee who lives odl-Itha’a Street, from using this street. Drivers find “I remember one bus driver was aboutind stopping them from going both ] L on oo Tel : 05 - 318900
said angrily, “I see terrorism existing in minor roads as a way leading them to 260 cry when examining his tires thatdirections have become exposed tq _Fax:01-221611 fax : 02 - 309941 Fax : 03 - 228339 Fax : 05 - 318899

WEB SITE :WWW.ZUBIERLCOM

these iron barriers. Every day, | hear thé&treet instead of using ter, more pub  were blown in front of him because suchattack from National Council members’
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Walid Haidar:
“Yemeni tourism lacks good ¢

Walid Haidar first came to Yemen as a member of a team of journal-
ists affiliated to Arabian Travel, which was sent to Yemen in order to
make a Documentary about Yemen’s tourism attractions. The team
arrived to Yemen in the beginning of last March, and had several ups
and downs during their journey. YemenTimes had the pleasure to
Interview the Team'’s leader, Journalist Qalid Haidar, the Tourism
Editor at the Channel.

Interviewed by Saddam Al-Ashmouri saddamalashmori@gmail.com

After visiting Yemen, what is your
assessment of its tourism environ

read things that madee enthusiastito
visit this country. | read all of this won-
ment? derful information and printed off more
Some people believe that Yemeni than 300 pageabout ¥emen, its histor
tourism rests upon a group of heritageand tourist sites.
sites which help it t@ttract foreign vis | had a desire to extend my visit for|
itors. However, tourism actually longer than was planned and | agree
involves a group of interrelated compo with the director and those in charge o
nents, beginning with airlines, airports,about this; | wanted to tell Arab viewers
roads, telecommunication services andthatYemen has much more to offer tha
buses, coupled with organization and théhey mightexpect, aside from it®urist
thorough implementation of tourist pro treasures. Frankly, | cameYemen with
grams. another aim, which was to advise other
If we are to consider all of these com against visiting it; howevel didn't say
ponents however, we find th#&men’s this because | value and resp¥emen
tourism environment doesn't yqualify — and its people. By the end of the visit,
as a ral tourist industry because itsapologized toYemeni citizens, not their
environment is merely historical, which government, for not completing my ing Saudi Arabia, are beginning to thinkWe were warned against taking photosThere are reports that the number of
has the abilityto attract visitors only planned television program about tourism and concentrate on it as awithout this man, who usually kept thetourists visiting Yemen has increased
once, something which is a real prob alternative income source to oil. license with him. by 50 percent. What do you think of
lem. When tourists return home, theyWhy did you apologize for not com Yemen has been progressing slowly; That may happen in other countriesthis statement?
thenencourage their friends to visiteh pleting it and what's required in order
country which they have visited. to do so0?
| apologized becaudbe program’s idea Yemen allocates significant budget to saying that this was normal and official.increase? How manyourists visit

Walid Haidar: Yemen has a lot of potential.

uality services”

Those incharge of tourism in the Arab
world should quit making such state
ments about unauthentic scores unless
they're very sure of their authentigit
Thosein charge of tourism irYemen
must sayhonestly that their country’
tourism industry requires at least five
years of hard work. They need to estab
lish a well-studiedplan and thendart
implementing it in real-life situations.

In your opinion, what are the short-
comings ofYemen'’s tourism industry?
Thosein charge of tourism irYemen
constitute its main shortcomings — either
the minister of tourism or the manager
of the tourism promotion board.
Undoubtedly, tourism requires joint
efforts and cooperation between thecon
cerned parties, btwurism officials must
be thefirst onesresponsible for imple-
menting relevanplans

I've seenYemen’s wings at interna
tional exhibitions promoting tourism,
but I've remarked that such promotion
must be in line wittthe tourismsecta’s
true development;otherwise, such
efforts and funds are wasteendomy
without any benefit gained.

How it is possible to promote or mer-
chandize a commodity that needs devel-

however, tourism is supposed to be itbut what we had never seen was that thisbove all, what is the number of touristsoping? If | was a tourisnofficial in
main income source. It's important thatman asked us to pay him $40 per daisiting Yemen and what's the annualYemen, I'd suspenifemen’s participa

tion in the international tourism promo

What are the obstacles facing tourists was based on providing tourist serviceslevelop investment by establishiry When we asked his boss about it, he tol¥emen again and whate the services tion exhibition for atleastthree years

in Yemen?

Such obstacles are initially representedound that there were no tourist servicesprganizations and individuals. here pay thesame. Additionally, we promote its tourism? How much tke

in various areas of the country. Whien national project to include varisu us that all televisiohannels that come Yemen offers foreign tourists in order toand all of that saved money could be

spent on rehabilitating airports and

by its small airport, slow entry proce | realized that the serials would merely Additionally, Yemen should establish were asked to pay for this man’s aceomtourist spending and what are the annudimprove the level of services

dures and the small number of passporonvey a bad impression¥émen. This another nationalproject regarding its modation while outside Sana'a, someteturns from tourism? These scores are Additionally, concerned authorities

officers. Within Yemen, there’s no spe isn't the goal of our program, which is future and allow its citizens to play anthing which we considered strange awery important, but one figure doesn’ must print tourist manuals and maps an

cific system regulating the services ofbased on objectively assessivigmens integral role in increasing tourism well. necessarily reflect the actual level oftrain local staff on how to provide top-

taxi. Additionally, the initial scenes tourism situation. awareness, as well as to train localfstaf The concerned parties didn’t providetourism. quality servicego foreign visitors

when coming from the airport intogh  For example, is it possible for one toto work in hotels and tourism agenciesus with a tourisnmanual and neither the  Yemeni media personnel should be

city centre do not help to boost tourismfind an international airport anywhere inln the hotel where | stayed, | discoveredninistries of information nor tourism specialized in tourism in order to Do you have any final comments?

or tourist services. Roads are narrow anthe world without water in its bath that employees were from Morocco,offer visitors tourism manuals. Thoseobserve and discuss the matter with th¥emen must pay closer attention to

unclean, and hotels are neither tidy norooms? When | used one of Sana’a airLebanon and other Arab countries. tourist manuals available in the market source who declared this 50 percentourism in order to improveits aling

organized. port's toilets, | found it very old and in  Of course,Yemen isrich in tourist are writtenin English and visitors mus increasein the numberof tourists to economy through tourism and | advise
Regarding Yemeni people, we find poor condition. attractions and sites, not only antiquitiesbuy them if neededNe also didn't find Yemen. | don't believe the score isthose officials in chargef tourism to

that they’re hospitable and cooperative, | would like to say something, add The Yemeni government can establishany tourist maps ilvemen. authentic, and if it exists, it doesn’ bear in mind that & their countrytha

tourist resorts atop mountains and in the reflect the true atmosphere of thewill benefit from offering good-quality

deserts and boost desert actidtie Yemeni tourism industry
because the desert is the biggestor

iz

services, not the visitors

attracting foreign visitors. Justs Arab
tourists appreciate Europe’s snowy (\—/_\
mountainsforeign visitorswill apprect M
ateYemen'’s desert scenes.

The potential ideas are innumerablg S FER
and Yemen can plan to develop its
tourism capabilities with the help of for-
eign experts, who can specify exactly
what European, Japanese and Chine
tourists want. In light of these require
ments, therfemeni government can then
establish a tourist base and not depen
solely on the OIld City of Sana’a and
other historic sites. As tourism has
changed worldwideyemen should cope
with any developments in the tourismj
sector

Mareb: A neglected prime to

[ L

urist attractio

but those who deal with tourists out ofhope no one will be angry with me.Did those parties concerned with
greed and a desire to exploit foreign-vis During my visit toYemen, which coin  tourism help you while you were in
itors harm the future of tourism in cided with commemorating the passag&emen?
Yemen. of 40 days since the death fdrmer The media advisor at theYemeni
There’s a need to increase publidraqgi President Saddam Hussein, alongembassy in Abu Dhabi invited me to
awareness about tourism, but in generalyith dozens of people who were invitedvisit Yemen, instructing me to pay for
Yemen lacks organized tourist servicesto the event and stayed with us at th¢he airline ticket. However, because we
as well as convenient sites for such servsame hotel, | remarked that an awftl  work for the media, we receive free tick
ices. We found that some individuals of money was being spent on the comets, sol waited for a free ticket and this
impose certain sums ofmoney on memoration. delayed my visit toremen. | tried hard
tourists to pay for entering tourist sitas, Why wasn't this money spent onto persuade mynedia institution to pay
situation to which the police canda improving the conditions of the airp@t’ for the ticket, but that didn’t happen, so
solution. toilets, as well as paving the road leadl seized the opportunity to visitemen
The other problem we faced wémt ing to Marib Dam, which is one of as partof the tourist editds program
of eating our meals outside of the hotel&emen’s most important historical because they pay the costs of flights anf
at which we stayed, as there are no goomurist sites? Andhere are other lbla accommodation.
restaurants irthe hotels. Even if ther roads too, such as the one linking Sana’a Despite numerous objections to myf
are various popular menus, they shoulénd Dar Al-Hajar trip, | decided to visitYemen under ta
be served in convenient places, either in pretext that | would bevitnessing real
Sana’a, Marib or other important cities. What is your advice for foreign tourism, as | expected, so | insisted ot
While touring Yemen, we were tourists visiting Yemen? visiting Yemen. At the very beginning,
accompaniecby a female friend, who | would tell them not to expect muchwas shocked to find that visitor visas aré
never ate a single meal, even though wiom the county, although they should required inYemen; however, such visas|
went to the best restaurants in Sana’aview Yemen as a beloved and importantaren’t required inother countries lik
Finally, we took her to a pizza restauranpart of the Arab world.Tourists expect Syria and Jordan.
where the meal was served on a rusthigh-class tourism services. | advise Additionally,
plate. themto visit Yemen'’s ancient and histor
ical ruins within the minimum time
required.

have vacancies apply for:

Gulf  Cooperation
Council countries provide visitor visas
at the airport for any foreigners visitin

As Tourism Editor at Arabian Travel, in their territories in order to encourage
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» System Analyst Programmer
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do you find the actualtourism experi them to visit tourist sites and attractions
ence in compliance with what's being

promoted?

Is Yemen rich in tourist sites and if
exploited well, will such sites help
For me, visitingYemen was a dream. Yemen towards a state in which they
Without exaggeratingyemen was one canrely on tourism as a main source
of the few countries that I've been reallyof revenue, as someother countries Information was authorized to accompa
eager to visit. | expected to find the mosto? ny us while photographing several site
beautiful historic sites in the world, Tourism is a treasure and all nationsand attractions, keeping with him a pho
thanks to the cultural heritaggéemen move towards such attaining such treagography license and requesting we ng
enjoys. | visitedYemen’s web site and ure. Even the oil-rich Gulf states, includ take any photos unless he was preser

Did concerned parties authorize a
guide for you?
Someone from the Ministry of

Thank you.

If interested; Please visit the web to process
your application and CV's online
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A'Yemenl woman’'s success In the mountains of Shabban

By :Alice Firebrace object, or provide for her she was bot
For Yemen Times forced and empowered to work. Shg
decided to set up business supple-
he Hameeda restaurant inmenting the rudimentary rations of the
Shabam, in the shadowsoldiers. Working alone at the age o
of the cliffs of 18, she made local bread, from flou
Kawkoban is a three that she ground by hand on a ston
story house, overlooking mill and baked in a manure -fired mud
views of the mountains. It serves soven. She alscrewed local coffee
wide range of traditional Yemeni food from the husks of coffee beans and ha
in clean and comfortable conditions.to make do without meat which was
What makes it so unusual it that it wagoo expensive. Water had to be carrie
set up by a woman from scratch. Nowjn a ‘tanak.’ on her head from the cis
after years of growth and prosperity, ittern on the other side of the village
is still run by her, though she now hadJnderstandably water was conserve
had two children who help, her daughand used as frugally as possible.
ter taking on many of the responsibili- As the business grew, she move
ties now and so ensuring that thdnto a 1 roomed restaurant where th
women’s legacy that has built thissoldiers would typically stay for 15 e
place into what it is survives. Theminutes to eat their maloug (bread - 185 B
restaurant has been going strong no@nd asid (porridge) and then leave. 3T he first of many dishes.
for some 45 years, and has blossomexears ago she moved into her current
from its rudimentary beginnings at theproperty, a 3 storey building, with five than in the early days.Water is whole of one end of the long rooms.
time of the Revolution to delighting rooms on each floor. There are privatpumped straight to the restaurant antve were just down froma goup of
Yemeni and international visitors areas suitable for families and commuthey no longer need to hand-grind thetalians on cushions lining the perime-
alike. nal rooms also. The restaurant hafiour for the bread. When | went toter of the room, happily munching
It was started by Hameeda Hassaryjiews over the Kawkoban mountainvisit, we entered under an arch sepagoat from the low tables in the centre
an orphan who, as a means to suppof@nge. She no longer has to work alongating shops in front of the restauranWithin minutes largedishesof bread
herself during herteenage days, and has Arowa and Bashir, her chilwhere a man cooked something deliand stew came intthe room followed
worked as a labourer carrying mud fordren, who help keefthings ticking cious-smelling over a barbequé/e by goat, and numerous other thing
the construction of housesln 1962 over and assist with all the bustle offound ourselves facing a tall tradition-the dishes filling the table so com-
during the civil war betwge restaurant life. Tourists have been al Yemeni building. Outside you could pletely that you no longer could see
Republicans and Royalists, many solcoming there for 20 years now, attractsee tens of little goats grazing aroundhe wood. Once everyone had eate
diers from the Republican army wereed by the quality local food (especial-their pen, happily not realising thatuntil they were verging on popping,
billeted in the village. Life was tough ly the sousy and bint al sahn, a kind obelonging toa ppular restaurant such sweet bread, saturated in honey wa
and the front line was not so far awayflat bread with honey drizzled over theas this would not bode that well forbrought in. This was an immediate
the fighting was close and bulletstop) and the traditional setting. them.We were ushered up to the top favourite among the younger, morg
hailed down daily. With no family to  Now life is definitely much easier floor, where our party took up thesweet toothed members of our group
who just managed to make space infhe first course.
their crammed stomachs to fit it in.
Peoplewere now feeling full and con- |
tent with the world, and just a little | 7
sleepy, and at this point the Yemenis|.
among us decided that this wése 3
perfect opportunity to chew a bit of a
gat and we all settled down until, too| |y
soon, we realised that we had to leav
and begrudgingly left the comfortable
seats for the bumpy road again.
Hameeda does not see her being
woman running a business as a proQ
lem, she has done it since she wag
young after all and indeed sees it as 4
advantage as she does. Yety rural
women have made the moves that sh
has, or reeled in the rewards that hav
been earned by this enterprising an

Ll g gy

Heandmade canpets
Canpets Wool Peure Silk

Hameeda Hassan began her

restaurant 45 years ago hing From Haddah St. In Front of Al-Jandool Supermarket.

woman. Tel: 425945 Mobil: 733208065 - 77208065

Genetically modified food: A new taste of life

P, r
lower production costs. Unfortunately, hesuspendedhis study (( / 79 2 J

A natural view outside the restaurant.

By: Khalil Mohammed
For Yemen Times In a press release, Sara Stanner dfecause he couldn't find a pure mode
the British Nutrition Foundation for conventionalwheat among all
pointed out that there is growingconcerned authorities, as they only
evidence that certain chemicals irhave imported modified ones. |
plants have a beneficial impact on Opponents of genetically modified
health. “There are clear benefitstechnology believe it's simply a tgp / \ A\ D
associated with this type ofof food “monopolization” by large & /JJ/
genetically modified food, but also production companies and an attémp

produce human vaccines agains concerns about safety aspects,” sh® economically control the world.
infectious diseases like Hepatitis B; & admitted. “Some companies producing suc
fish that mature faster; fruit and nut Regarding whether he’ll accep Th(_)u_gh the c_ievelopmt_a_nts seenproducts thr_ow_theircrops !nto the seg
trees that yield years earlier or plant%eing supplied with genetically promising, genetically modified fOO_dS and don’t_ dlst_rlbute_them in order to
that produce new plastics with uniquemodified food instead of its MaY not be welcomed by all, with keep their prices high on the world

ave you ever been
offered a sweet potato
or a dish of rice with
increased iron and
vitamins? Have you
ever encountered bananas tha

properties? conventional counterpart all of hisCritics fearing that scientists are market,” farmer Al-Muntasir alleges.
All of the above suggestions havelife, Al-Qudami declared, “I need creatin_g a monster, about which they Additionally, he points out,‘The
become possible with what’ only healthy food, whatever it ig. know little. imported tomato seeds we have on th

undoubtedly the most powerful st what these companies produce.” Is it vyise tther Earth’s s_pec_ies by local market are _unable to prc_)duae
technology the world has ever know 15 the contrary, some c),[herstarr)perlng with DNA? Is it wise to second productive generation of|
— genetically modified food. maintain their fears and reservations':‘pl'ce DNA frqm one species intoseeds. As we are unable to producf
In the 1990s, a new taste of lifegpout this dominant new technology"’_‘nome's genetic code,_ e.g., frorm such technology, if the natural seed;
began with the first commercially « gont accept being a subject forfish to a strayvberr)_/’.klvlll there be run out,_we’ll have to import the seeds
grown genetically modified tomato, tege experiments. | won't trust thes nforeseen, frightening conseq_uenceall our life.”
which was made more resistant tqyroducts until | see industrial nations'©" Earth’s ecosystems or will the
rotting and given a longer shelf life. consume them without fear,” farmer"€SUlt P& abundant, high-quality foo
It was welcomed by consumers.ang agricultural engineer Abdullah© feed the world'iungry? Thesare

Olig bt Do - oud )l - plaie
SIS Galt Aalga Hisa
734448844 - 711101660 : s

AlHAMRA'A RESTAURANTS

BASF completes acquisition of Degussa's Construction

who purchased it at two to five timesa|_Mmuntasir says. the questions heard repeatedly in th| Chemicals business
the price of standard tomatoes. H ife N ia Ali vi th genetlcally modified food debate. Degussa Construction Chemicals is now part of BASF, the world's leading chemicals company. As a reliable partner
. ee . . ousewiie ouria I views € to virtually all industries, BASF's intelligent system solutions and high-value products help its customers to be more
Genetic  modification is & phenomenon from a different angle. ) ) successful.
specialized set of technologies that|; seems nice to offer your children The hidden agenda of genetically Degussa Gonsiruction Chemical’ princioal Business Unis: Admixtur Systams & Gonsiruciion Systems are now part I1-BASF

alter the genetic makeUp of |IYIng dish with Varying types of nutrients in modified teChnO|Ogy In this new set up we are benefitting from the potential of BASF allowing us to provide the construction industry with The Chemical Company
organisms such as plants and anlmal%. The only thing | need is jUSt gOOd Some argue that the world has mor enhanced customer support and latest innovations. As our customer, you will continue to receive the same high level
whose offspring are improved health for my children,” she noted. than gnough food and that the hunge of dedication, personal commitment and quality of service from our employees.
organisms with valuable and However, she has her own opinio crisis |s_cat_Jseo_I by problems reggrdm
important traits. Genetically modified apoutthe phenomenonAlthough ske food distribution, not production.
plants are grown commercially inpasjcally accepts thelea, Alirefuses They believe the increasing use o
more than 20 countries on SiXq sybmit her nutritional lifento the 9enetically modified major crops has
continents. In 2006, approximatelyhands of human scientists. “Scientist§2US€d an agricultural power shift
102 million hectareswere planted now little about the consequences of2WVard biotechnology firms, which
with  transgenic crops, mainly gych technology. If conventional &€ 92iNiNg excessive control over ths
soybeans, corn, cotton and canola. crops disappear, they won't be able td)roductlon chain of crops and food, as

Will people accept it? return them.” she warned. well as over farmers using the_ir

People have differing attitudes toward product_s, e;peually those in

this new technology, which is beingTpe genetically modified food developing nations.

produced by large companies in morgyepate Mohammed Abdul Haleem,a , L :

i i i ! i s === — BASF Construction Chemicals OIRAFZE &

than 20 countries worldwide. Supporters say genetically modifiedStudent in  Sana'a University — : Dt it For Engneting & Contuction
“I think this technology is designed ¢rops can be cultivated for superio2d'iculture college, ‘was doing & — : = 5 0B —

to solve Third World nations’ flavor, nutritional value and pest comparatlve study on the prOdL.lCtIO === : s : i

[nutritional] problems,” University resistance,with higher yields and quality factors of both conventional : = £ : m»«:::ll:;:oos

student Khalid Al-Qudami asserts. wheat and its modified counterparts
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Opinion

Words of Wisdom

In the Third World today, the rulers have
no fixed budgets or allocations, even whel
these exist on paper. The rulers simply
spend as they please. Actually, the onl
limiting element is the lack of funds or the
general poverty of the county.

Here in Yemen, this problem exists ina
shameless way. Just a couple afeeks ago,
a number of government palaces built by

A Ministry under the spotlight

shocked at the first barrier it faces, thus attractwith prices, as well as those who don't abide bpeen closely related with the real-life situation
ing the public attention toward it. the quality specifications. In fact, all thesewith all its dimensions and directions for a long
ith the Yemeni market The new cabinet formation was preceded bthings need solidarity and cooperation of théime period. Al-Mutawakel is extremely
being open to foreign mar price hiking of some basic merchandises suctbncerned parties, supported by the Primengaged in researches and studies that diagnose
kets and the governmentas wheat, flour, andugar. Such price hikes Minister since the first test of the new cabinet ishe various social and economic conditions of

By: Mohammed Al-Ariqi

foreign aid were simply given away to the
top president's men.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqgaf

(1951 - 1999

Founder of YemenTimes

OUR
OPINION

The future of Yemeni
visual-audio media

inally, there has been a change in the T
and the Broadcasting Corporatien’
management. At least, a new visio
would be allowed to manifest itself in

ceasing its control of most make the ordinary citizen more sensitive towarthe market stability, which it should successfulthe society.

of the basic commodities, the state’s policy. Further, the situation helps thly pass. In addition to the great tasks required from
some of those interested in the domestic affaigpportunistic people to exploit the ordinary cit- The role, which the government is expectetheMinistry of Industry andrade in the current
thought that the monitoring and commerciaizens for political matters and gain their supporto play in order to keep prices stable, isn't a newtage, duringvhich Yemen prepares for a dis
role, which the state has been exercising It is assumable that the Ministry of Industryindicator. Rather, the issue is taken iatosid-  tinctive move forward plus the economic
through what was known as théinistry of and Trade may have the list of factors behinceration and is point of interest for the political reforms and the openness so as to attract invest-
Supply andlrade, has already ended. The marrice hikes. Any how, it faces a great challengdeadership. President Aibdullah Saleh spoke ments at the local, regional, and international
ket actions, particularly prices, have becom@lso, it has to assert itself in the market andbout this more clearly when he chaired the firdevels, Al-Mutawakel doesn't forget about the
based on supply and demand. manifest its status and the significance of itsneeting of the new cabinétlso, he demanded role of his ministry in maintaining competition

It has been made clear that chaos, develofple so as to gain the confidence of the corthe new cabinet to improve citizens’living stan and preventingnonopoly and price hikes to

ment of greed and gluttony behaviongonop-  sumer. dards. Those points were re-emphasised l®nsure protection of the consum®o. do his
oly, and cheat creep to the wholesale and retail Certainly, the challenge posed to the perPrime Minister Ali Mujawar when he placed duty efficiently, he needs to update the legisla
stores while the consumer is always the victinformance of the Ministry of Industignd Tade those issues at the top of his government's-agetions, law, and order so that he can enliven the
We expect the state’s monitoring role, whichsn't that easy and it is advised not to rely on itsia. conscience of those concerned to be honest,
cares for consumer protection, to be resumetpparatuses, offices, and limited instruments in The veterarYahyaAl-Mutawakel, who leads  credible, and loyal to their homeland.
via the new cabinet formation and the Ministryorder to control the rhythm of the market and téhe Ministry of Industry andirade, has scientif
of Industry andTrade, which usually becomespurify it from monopoly and thosevho play ic, practical, and referential thoughts that hav€ouce: Al-ThawrarDaily

A

this very important sector. With more

than 60% of Yemenis without access to print medijp

and even more than that without any knowledge
access to online media, TV and Radio take up fi

place in terms of outreach and influence.

The level of bureaucracy at that sector is asto

ishing and many talented hardworking people we

put down and diminished because of resistance

change. Some were pushed out and started purs

their careers in the private sector and some gave

the pressure and moved with the flow.

Today, new plans are being discussed and tlje
management says that they want to ensure adeq

planning for the various activities and programs angl
to avoid routine boring programs.

Many Yemenis do not watcemeni satellite
channel or listen to Yemeni broadcast if they arg
given the choice. The BBC had a multi-hundre

thousand dollar project targeting this particular se

tor in 2006. The aim of this project was to quali
the people working inYemeni Radio and TV

towards public issues and train them to be more p

fessional and impartial in their reporting. A lot o
focus was about the election coverage which tog
place in September 2006, but generally as expe
from BBC told me it was about professionalism.
To what extent did this training and others peng
trate the rigid old fashioned system, | don’t kno
But | hope that there will be a significant change

More importantly is the dire need for a change in t

TV and Broadcasting Corporation law, which give

the government the privilege of being the sole own
of such media. There is a monopoly in this sector

no private TV or broadcasting projects are allowe
to exist. Even the idea of community-based broal

casting is not acceptable to the people in chargelp

licensing.

The journey is long and we still have many battl
to fight in order to ensure freedom of press i
Yemen. However, the change in management of t

sector and the attitude visible in their meetings see
encouraging. Despite it is the first good step, the
are many miles to go before we sleep.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief
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sincluding different means and componentsnity components in order for the democratic

" elections, which took place in 1993 haten’made available with th¥emeni communi
splayed any role to make this culture deepty’s move toward party pluralism; rather itwell as expand their activities according t@rnment maintains a certain part.

Media work and the culture of compatibility

By: Abdulbagi Shamsan and constitutional context or not to take them These facts weakened their presence armdijudiciary.
into consideration at the time of containingcontribution, particularly if we focused on On the other hand, these institutions tend
he media and political communi conflicts. Our previous viewpoints confirm the media institutions which are usually seeto organize activists and enable them to par
ty have been experiencing the complaints and sufferings of journalistdo harshly criticize the authorities and theicipate via the solidarity mechanisms. Here,
sharp controversy over the olddue to legal restrictions. However, in the pastfficial newspapers, that are described assay that civil community organizations lack
and new version of the Press angournalists worked freely in the same legalacking the freedom of expression. On theéhe sense of institutionalism and suffer weak
Publication Law, which the gev environment. other hand,the opposition newspapers exenesses.
ernment drafted without consulting the To make the matter clearer, we cited theise the same behaviour when they restrict The just-said process is called the conflict
Yemeni Journalist Syndicate or the premiconflict that took place recently over thethe freedom of their workers. of sites within the community and institu
nent media personalities. Several symposi@upreme Commission for Elections and tional judiciary. For instance, th¥emen
fvere held and reports were written about thReferendum (SCER) when the political parNeeds Journalist Syndicate, which was previously
legal obstacles imposed by the press law dies accepted the game of closed circles dhe Center to Project Journalists in thealled theYemeniWriters Union, is a site of
the freedom of expression. well as the crisis and deal which are based alordanian capital Amman released a repoconflicts. If the state controls it through elec
In this context, we don't deny that the legatompatibility. The parties go beyond the eonentitled ‘Investment in the Future’in cooper tions, it will return to its former situation
environment, where the journalists work, isstitutional and legal limits during the first ation with Free/oice.The report covered six while the opposite leads to expanding the
full of obstacles; the press law that restrictperiod while the culture of compatibility had countries includingyemen and aimed to st scope of freedom.

- the press freedom, or the Crimes and'’t enabled them discover the legal chainstrategy to develop the media capacities and We usually realize that those working in

Penalties Law that also imposes variouand restrictions. However, practice alongrotect journalists. Although | am the onethe field of media have taken a pragmatic
restrictions on the freedom of expressioncould enable them spot the chains. The politvho prepared the part of the report concernggbsition when they grabbed on the middle of
The article No. 26 in the latter stipulates thaical parties found themselves surrounded inwith Yemen except for variables of the formthe stick. President of YJS Nadraha
the death penalty is imposed in case a-joutight corner that didn’t allow them to takel didn't agree with the researchers in théMustafa is known for his relation with the
nalist crosses the red line during his/hebreath. Further, they discovered that the la€airo-based Headquarters where peophecision-making authorities. He also enjoys

swork. In addition, the Penal Procedures Lavis the main barrier posed to their progress. expressed their viewpoints without considerregard and respect of the majority of media

No. 13 for the year 1994 contains sentences ing the community privacies. They basedvorkers. As a result, this relation is bound to
against the violating newspaper. Culture of democracy their viewpoints on three requirements tonfluence performance of the syndicate. If

The legal environment is one of thel am strongly loyal with the cultural currentreach strategic goals, the first of which ighere is no harmony between the YJS board
dimensions of press freedom in the countriethat the priority of the democratic transfor developing the capacities of journalists andnembers, the syndicate may take a pragmat

> of growing democracy in general afiéimen  mation and the availability of a democraticprotecting them with more emphasis on th& approach in the management of conflicts

in particular. These dimensions vary due taulture at the level of communities and thdegal environment. The second gaol ibased on the rule of less harm.

r the policy of divisions cited during the firstruling policies will work on enhancing the increasing legal awareness and performance
sStage of moving toward party pluralism.democratic option through establishing goodvhile the third is represented by being liberPrivatization

Also, it was based on the harmony that hasstitutions. In return, these institutions areal and open to the modern technology anblhave talked about the media work, which
been established and changed into a cultutkie to spread confidence among the commknowledge. mean the readable one, which is required to
take good steps toward free and independent
The policy of divisions during the infancy culture to be interpreted into an individualScope of operations: media. In addition, | suggest that part of the
stage and the results of the parliamentagnd group behaviour. This condition is notVe mean by this the space where civil eomvisible and audible media, as well as the awrit
munity organizations exercise activities, asen press, should be privatized while the-gov

rooted.The two events hindered the progresgeatured striking historic events at differenthe democratic principles and values. As you In fact, Yemen is one of the few growing-
toward democracy when a three-side coalievels. Here, | have to indicate that civil com know, countries of changeable democraciesemocracy countries where newspapers vary
tion was formed, thus aborting the fetus ofnunity organizations and political parties arer the ones characterized by growing demodén abundance. Also, it is a country where the
the government and the opposition at an earthe product of community environment,racies specify the space that spots thiefluence of the press is limited due to the
age. which is the reason why they neither have thstrengths and weaknesses of civil communitiiigh illiteracy rates, coupled with the firm

The compatible culture helps the politicalinstitutional dimension nor do they exerciseorganizations in terms of the spread of thesestrictions the government imposes on press
party and media work to go beyond the legahe internal democracy. institutions in the community and institution freedom

>

$ P H U Isistep-by-step policy in Iraq

Letters to the Editor

discrimination. the departure of those refugees frpm
The one who has got under thgemen to Ethiopia. How come at this

mandate doesn't get the securiyme? It is dangerous for us to be

and safety life under protection, altleparted to a country we had escaped
refugees are kicked and nofrom.
respected in contradiction to what There are many serious problemns
stated in stated in the protocol eorface us. One of them is that thiemeni
vention, 1951. soldiers interrogate us every whgre
When the appointment held thethey meet us especially at night. Algo,

The OROMO refugees living in
Sana'a 3-

e are the Oromo ethnic
group refugees of asylum
seekers. At the moment we

are registered under U.N.C.R for the
refugee protection Status 8ana'a. W

were departed from our home country
because of the political conflicts there4-
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but we haven't got any response or
solution for our problems from the
UNCR office in Sana'a.

We are the Oromo refugees threat
ened by the Ethiopian government
prosecution .The following suggestions
are the main points of our problems-
occurred to Oromo refugeesYemen.

1- The UNCR interpreters don't know

extended it for a period of 6 monthshey take us to the prison and rob what
plus they postponed it for 3 timesve have.
as a matter of hesitation. Howeyer At large, we haven't any right in th
we were waiting till the appoint country. If we want to explain it tp
ment came and finally they gave usNCR deputy representative we could
a rejection. n't find him/her. Still, we haven't got
If one of our refugees is arrestedhe solution to our problems so we are
no-one would follow his/her case td&indly request you that our seriolis
set him/her free. Also, there aresneproblems to be investigated by the €pn
our status in Sana'a. ther health centers nor schools farerned as soon as possible.
2- The UNCR staff members or refugees. Thank you for your co-operatign
employees changed the files of the There is some news that the The ORMO refugees in Sana'a
Oromo refugees without ourEthiopian government&‘emeni gov e-mail-getacc-lo@hotmail.corrF

n

knowledge. So, there is a sort aérnment are negotiating to co —operate usyo-@yahoo.co
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g o out that the Anti-corruption Law The same sources disclosed thaShami, head of the General Peopleecently resorted to raid homes of
) z, & " ensures full independence of thismany of those who cross to Iraq to fightCongress’s Media Sector confirmedinnocent citizens, loot their property
m_ u l committee and grant its memberghe occupation forces have beernhat there is a clarityvision and and rape women under the pretext that
vj-—r' s oy , absolute freedom to take any politicalregistered students at the Emanagreement between political partiegheir ideologies and references allow
St and legal decisions they want. University, the biggest Islamic and these things are due to be appliethem to do such things.
Al-Wahdah Comprehensive Al-Methag Weekly, Mouthpiece of education institutions in Yemen. in real-life situations. Al-Shami added
Political Weekly the General People Congress that women activists could convince
Wednesday, April 18 Monday, April 16 other women to interact with them
with the aim of boosting their political
Main Headlines Main Headlines representation.

- PM confirms to Parliament that- Saleh welcomes UAE contractor to
improving investment and living construct towers and tourist cities inAl-Tajamu Weekly, Organ of the

Al-Wasat Comprehensive Political

standards tops his government Yemen Yemeni Unionist Congregation Pary  Al-Nass Comprehensive Weekly s iyt @99 : Weekly

agenda - Conference expected to offer up tq'YUCP) Monday, April 16 " Wednesday, April 18
- Legal Affairs Minister:We have a 100 investment opportunities Monday, April 16 E AL SHOURA

package of legislations to- Bajammal stresses boosting -Al Main Headlines Main Headlines

implement during the coming two Methaq Institute’s activities Main Headlines - FAO warns of wheat killer being Al-Shoura Weekly, Organ of Yemeni - High-ranking authorities order

years - Yemen signs two new agreements te Dozens killed, others injured in spread in Yemen Popular Forces Union (YPFU) engagement of differenmilitary
- Yemenis have the least savings in participate in the oil sector Dhahian and Ghamr areas of Sa’ada Teacher claims Interior Ministry to Wednesday, April 18 units in Sa’ada clashes

the Arab world - Amran-Aden highway expansion province release him, investigate his - Government presents its platform to
- Old Sana’a City houses threatened project costs nearly $ 2 billion - Higher Education Minister confirms abduction Main Headlines Parliament to gain confidence

to collapse - Government presents platform to his ministry commitment to monitor - Parliament rejects a report on anti- Al-Shoura Council postpones- Political Security detention inmates
- Yemen stresses Arab rights for Parliament and support private universities to corruption authority, MPs warns of  discussing education situations accuses jail officials of torture

peace with Israel - Parliament examines files of anti- improve education quality indifference consequences - Head of Committee to Defend Al- - Government enraged over reports
- Yemen’'s negotiations with WO corruption authority candidates - 105 companies participate in the- Industry and Trade Minister: Moayyad accuses U.S. authorities that Yemeni militants cross to Iraq to

enter final phases The ruling party-affiliated weekly investment opportunity exploration Removing officials from investment of abusing human rights fight occupation forces

The weekly said that Hamoud -Al reported that the parliamentary conference is a main task - Gunmen assassinate a senior Qat causes conflicts between local
Najjar, Chairman of the office of constitutional and legal committee is- HOOD denounces lawysr - Brochures describe Al-Houthi police officer in Al-Jawf councils and tax office in Mahrah
communicating and coordinating withabout to finish checking the files and imprisonment loyalists as Shiites of Iraq, rebellion- Authorities arrest blackmailing - Authorities deport 130 foreigners
the World Trade Organization (WO) particulars of candidates applying for- Saleh and National Security leader vows of distributing and extortion gang registered in Sa’ada-based Damaj
declared in a statement th@men has seats in the Higher Anti-Corruption Chairman discuss security brochures to disclose oppression of Hadramout threatened of swarms Institute
approved the list of restricted andAuthority. Also, it will prepare a report  cooperation and battling terrorism in  authorities of locusts The weekly quoted Salafi sources as
banned imports. He added tfiemeni and forwarded it to Parliament coordination with Egyptian - Women call for amending Parties- Sa’ada terrorists rape women, MPsaying that security authorities in
government is due to forward the listpresidency board to selected thé intelligence Law block a highway leading to Sa'ada governorate deported as many
to WTO before holding the coming most eligible candidates to fill seats of Yemeni militants crossing to Iraq Joint Meeting Parties’ official Hodeida as 130 foreign students, who are
session of negotiations betweerthe newly formed authority. Ima number up to 2000 spokesman Mohammed Al-Sabri The newspaper reported tha enrolled in Damaj Institute for Legal
Yemenand WTO. statemento Al-Methaqweekly, Fatahi  The newspaper quoted unofficialconfirmed that the current system ofwoman in her fourth decade Sciences, to Sana’a, as a first step prior

Al-Najjar pointed out that there are Tawfig Abdurrahim, head ofthe reports as saying thgemeni militants, elections doesn’'t back the right andcommitted suicide after she wasto deporting them to their home
several international agreements thgparliamentary financial committee, who cross into Iraqi to fight against theprinciple of equality between men andsubjected to rape by a group ofcountries. The institute was founded
ban the exchange of someaccused opposition parties of fishing inlragi government and the occupationvomen, the weekly reported. During aterrorist elements loyal with Al- by the late Salafi leader Mugbil Al-
commodities that contradict thethe troubled water. By this, he meangorces, number up to 2000. The scoreworkshop organized by the Union ofHouthi-led rebellion. The paper quotedwade’i
national privacies of some countriesthat the opposition parties don’t accepadded that most of the militants coméVNomen Leaders on women politicalSa’ada sources as saying the 33-year- The same sources told Al-Wasat that
including Yemen. The commodities, anything. Abdurrahim said thatfrom the Yemeni south province of participation, Al-Sabri explained: “At old woman, who is from Fard area,the procedure comes as part of an
the import of which is banned, includeopposition parties spread rumours tha\byan and Miseik area, east of theJMP, we are committed to dialogue inended her life by drinking poison afterinitiative taken the security authorities
pesticides and other products, whichHParliament and Central Organizationcapital, and they organize their trips taconformity with a report made by theshe was brutally raped on Monday byto ensure safety of foreigners in its
are harmful to agriculture andfor Control and Audit are unable tothe war-ravaged country illegally European Union Election Observationan armed group of Al-Houthi followers territory. The authorities advised the
environment. He excepted otherfight corruption. Official security sources mentionedMission to Yemen last year, whichwho fight against the army. foreign students, most of whom hold
commodities that may be imported in The newspaper added thathat these militants use the internet innsists on the concerned parties to give According to the weekly, the womenBritish and French citizenships, to fly
case there is an urgent necessity fohbdurrahim confirmed that the neworder to attract youths aged between 1®p priority to improving the climate of had no alternative but to commitback home and stop attending classes
them and under licenses frometh authority with its eligible members will and 37 years and train them on how tevomen’s political participation. suicide and end his life. The localin the government where rebellion
concerned parties. succeed in fighting corruption, pointingfight in Iraq. The newspaper said that Tareq Alsources clarified that rebels haveexpands and may expose them to risk.
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The Basic Education Development Project at the Ministry of Educption

21 0 T\Y {1 seeks applicants for the position of Administrative Assistant who undgr the
- TVCUENG T ED‘ED—» general direction of the Project Director will have overall responsibility for
QeYWO.3'" HI/Y 8/}" providing administrative and secretarial support to the staff of the Pfoject
Administration Unit. The candidate will work under a highly effective pnd
Je°y "¢U8|\7|:|'|_'d YVID »3 demanding work environment. In this respect, the candidate will, intef alia:

R - Provide secretarial and operational assistance to professiaffial
U of > d9dd .- eY038-' ADVe.'” 2LeW'" involved in various activities.

R . - Ensure quality of outgoing correspondence and other related documents.
YV.0Lwe X'V)Y'WWHLE?' ™ 8YXW' - Manage the filing system and record management.
y - Schedule appointments.

d°NYYEaM: O L&' - Arrange for translations.

. - Manage the leave and attendance system.
Q.("+ Qe 2..3 9D X'W.'" UL-/\V" - Handle the logistics of conferences and workshops.
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. - A Graduate degree
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- ; L ‘ , - Good interpersonal skills and experience in the management pf
)Y VIT Y3 V-t YTy secretarial staff.

a A . - Excellent communication skills.
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Educating Texas ‘Aggies’ about Yemen

By: Yemen Times Staf participated in the creation of the coun-student Salah Aly commented on the

try display activity event, “Regarding the cultural displays,
‘ ‘ nthe future, aday will  Representing &men, Al-Seraji setip  some tables attracted people to stop.
come when you're @ booth about his homeland, whichpersonally liked theremen and Saudi

going to see me on thanks to his dedication and the help otultural displays because their tables
your living room TV friends, looked very professional. Hewere well organized and the items the
as a minister or a Wwas a living display of a traditional displayed were really informative and
politician. Hopefully, you'll remember Yemeni, wearing the tradition& reflected their traditions. It was an _
me and say, ‘| know that guy! He onceSana’ani dress of a thobe and jambiyyagpportunity to learn morabout ¥emen,
spoke to us about his country,” which attracted much attention as manyas well as a chance to learn about wha
Mohammed Al-Seraji told attendees a@ttendees asked him questions abouype of clothing people wear there.
the City Council Hall during the secondwhy Yemenis wear it liked the cultural displays, especially the
Arab CultureWeek in College Station, Commenting on this, he said, “I hadcomputer animation and presentations.”
Texas this past February to explain my costume many times, not He continued, “It's nice if Arab stu-
Organized byfexas A&M University — only to Americans, but also to my fellow dents can focus on new infrastructure
Arab CultureWeek amed to createa Arab students attending the same unimodern cities and lifestyles in the Gulf
platform for the College Station com-versity. Many staff, students and friendsregion because this will encourage stu
munity to get to know its Arab neigh wanted to take a photo with me as a sowdents both on campus and in the com
bors, as well as understand Arab culturgenir.” munity to visit those remarkable over-
and heritage. The week was sponsored The Arab CultureWeek event pre seas places and even attend some clag
by the International Programs Officesented a good opportunity to creae es there. | think this event has started tg
and Arab studentst Texas A&M. platform for students on thiexas A&M  grow and it'll be one of the most inter-
The onlyYemeni at the university, Al- campus and in the community to gain aresting events for Arab studentsTaxas
Seraji was assigned in the steering comunderstanding of Arab culture throughA&M. However, its success is based on
mittee, which consisted of several Arabpublic lectures, cultural displaysa participation by Arab students through
students, to organize and draw up a plateacheis workshop and a student panelout the weel activities.”
for the event. discussion as Arab students had the The Yemeni booth includedphoto

In addition to Al-Seraji, there are chance to represent their cultures andraphs, antiques, books and brochureger im proud that he’s one of those to Both students and a number of faculwith no desert, great structures and that
more than 100 students from 14 Arateducate others about Arab heritage. Theideos and traditional Oud music from yor with as a management team in théy members from Arab countries wantedt's the home of ancient civilizations bk

countries, including Algeria, Bahrain, €vent promoteca friendly atmosphere Yemen. Al-Seraji also gave a presentagyygi Student Association in the Bryanto help Texas A&M students, staff and the Kingdom of Sheba.”
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,between Arab students on campus anton about ¥men at the College Stationcgjiege Station area. I've witnessed hidaculty, as well as the local community
Morocco, Oman, Palestine (i.e., thetheir fellow ‘Aggies’ (i.e., Texas A&M  City Council meeting and to its mayor gnihysiasm and his eagerness to come better understand their culture and He continued, “[Al-Seraji] was very
occupied territories), Saudi Arabia,students), as well as between Arab stuRon Silvia. _ _ tribute and participate in many activi-values. The planners hoped to dispegnthusiastic about his country and
Syria, Tunisia andthe United Arab dents living off campus and their neigh ~ “Now, the mayor is a good friend of jes » Al-Mutairi concluded. stereotypes, build positive relationshipimpressed the city council with his raw
Emirates. Another 200 students from thdors. _ mine. He was in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia o the student panel discussion, 12@nd let the community know that Arabpolitician abilities. If all Yemenis are
university's branch campus in Qatar Egyptian computer science graduatél0 years ago and said he loved workingymerican and Arab students werestudents are there to learn and buld like him, | would definitely love to visit
there and he definitely would like 10 gejacted and invited to attend a panebetter future for themselves, their homeone day! Yemen sounds like a great
visit the area in the future. | showed himyiscssion and luncheon at the universieountries and ultimately, the world.  place to live.”
my five-story house and gave him —andy:s stydent Center. The discussion Al-Seraji made a presentation about In addition to presentations by locals,
all the council members — an open inVigocysed on history, religion, languageYemen to community leaders at thethe weeklong event's steering commit-
tation to visit Yemen anytime,” Al- - jitical systems, education and womerCollege Station City Council's bi-week tee invited guest speakerdatari
Seraji said in a display dmeni hospi iy the Arab world. It was a very educa ly meeting. Kim Fox, program coordi Ambassador Nasser Bin Hamad M- Al
tality. i o . tional time and rich in information. nator for the university’s Office of Khalifa, Dr. Philip A. Salem, a physi
‘Saudi Student Association Presidentyen though it was scheduled for onlyinternational Outreach, hoped that- Al cian, researcher and educator who gave
Eid Al-Mutairi commented on the g, hoyr, many students stayed and keieraji will share as many good memo-a presentation about Arabs in America,
Yemeni students participation, saying, asking the panelists questions abouties of Texas A&M University when he and Dr. Rola Al-Husseini, who partici

Al-Seraji (right) making a presentation about Yemen.

“I'm very pleased _?}t how I've been iheir interests. returns home as he has brought to theated in an academic symposium.
inspired by [Al-Seraji's] participation in - the |nternationaProgramsOffice at  citizens in his temporary ‘home’ in  For Al-Seraji, his meeting wiit
representing’emen. As a representativeexas A&M works with student groups College Station. Ambassador Al-Khalifa was filleshith

of Yemen, [Al-Seraji] is a siccessfll  gach year to present cultural programs to PresentingYemen gave those who interesting conversation and was a great
young man able to work hard at his studzsise awareness about a particular courdidn’t know about this country a chancelearning experience in a friendly atmos-
ies while simultaneously devoting someyy - region or continent to audiencesto become aware aboMemeni culture phere. “When | told him I'm from
of his time to representing his nation anq,oth on campus and within the commu-and history. Construction managementemen, he responded, ‘I've visited
its culture. o nity. This year waslexas A&M’s see major Jeremy Copeland explained thisSana’a twice and | want to visit again.’
‘[Al-Seraji's] participation doesi’ oy celebration of Arab CultuMeek when he said, “Before hearing [Al- He told me he had talked téemeni
end thereyather, due to his talents andyhich is designed to bring events andSeraji] speak at the conference, | had ndmbassador Abdulwahab Al-Hajri in

- : e pleasant character, lsebeen elected the 4civities that will be entertaining and clue there was a countnamed ¥men, Washington D.C. that morning and that
More than 100 Arab students participated in the cultural week. Saudi Student Association’s culture offi jntormative. but now! know it's a beautiful country they're good friends,” Al-Seraji noted.

Links between traditional dress and city architecture

By: Amatalrazak Yahya Jahaf between intervals and completeness, isidered its main and most important
addition to the balance between flapart, so builders pay all of their atten-
egarding its comprehen- and raised stones, which reflects théion to decorating it, using their skills
sive significance, folk- functional relationship betweera to draw different inscriptions until the
lore is no more than a building and its adornment, whereinhouse appears in its full style. The way
pleasant human act sat-every useful element is adorned. of decoratingYemeni buildingsis
isfying man’s spiritual This is reflected clearly in Sana’anireflected in Yemeni women'’s dress in
and material needs. It is the standaréplk dress, as some parts are adornetthat women take care to decorate their
from which this article will attempt to while others aren't. For example, onlyhead and hair with wonderfully differ-
prove the integrated organic unity those parts performing a certain funcent designs and decorations for both
between the various components comtion will be adorned, such as the end$ormal and informabccasions.
prising Yemen’s cultural heritage. It isOf the sleeves and the neck opening. For small parties, women wear Al-
evidence ofYemenis' psychological Additionally, there’s a delicate balanceMasar Al-Tali'a along with special
health and spiritual beauty reflected ifPetween the use of colored beads an@welry called al-brashat or al-fratiq
dance, music, architecture and cossemi-precious stones decorating thal-faratiq, whereas for special occa-

tume. adorned portions. sions like wedding parties, they spend
Further, a Sana’ani home’s juttingmuch time decorating their heads with
Sana’ani folkloric costume bay windows enable those inside to segwelry, flowers or other decorations

A traditional Sana’ani house is built of outside without being seen. The samé& make themselves more attractive.
two key blocks, the first of which is function is served by a cotton covering The Yemeni Taj (crown) is coordi-
built of strong stones comprising thecalled Al-Maghmouq and dyed with nated with decorative dress and special
home’s foundation, while the second iged, black and white patches. jewelry called al-faratiq, which is
made of brick and comprises the rest Although builders and carpentersplaced on a bride's heads a reflec-
of the house. The particular area of théake care when mixing the various eletion of Yemeni window design, which
street as well as the home’s heightments of décor together into a finelooks like the form of a gamariyya, the
offer comfortable movement within a artistic unit with strict detail and inte- upper portion of windows in Sana’ani
space protected from direct sunlight. grated engineering designs, they don'homes, Al-Masar Al-Tali'a begins by
Both the building materials and theavoid adding special imprints tofolding a square into a triangular
thickness of walls prevent heat fromSana’ani buildings in order to preserveshape. It's then wrapped aroura
transferring into and out of the home detail and prevent boredom or unifor-piece of cardboard shaped like a crown
while those spaces subjected to th&lty. The same applies to the care & half circle). After wrapping the fab-
external environment are small due tgrofessional Yemeni woman takes irric, its edges can be tied around the
adjacent houses and narrow alleysnastering adornment and embroideryead.
Likewise, such characteristics and sigart.
nificant engineering features are Although it may seem repetitive andZabidi traditional dress
reflected in Sana’ani folk costumes. Similar at first glance, every part andThe buildings of Zabid are designed
The difference between thosecolor has its own characteristic.simply, thus reflecting the simplicity which is made from white material top to the bottom of the dress. design of Hadrami dress. The dress’s
facades overlooking the south, whoséurther, different types of jewelry areand spirit of its people. Buildings nor-called Al-Norah, thus displaying unity On their heads, Zabidiresidens neckline is square with bands embroi-
doors receive the winter ssnvarmth, Selected to suit each costume, as jewnally consist of one floor with a high in decoration and the beauty of Zabidwear a conical-shaped straw hat decadered around it and at the edges.
and north facades, which are moreelry selection is considered comple+oof, a wide window and open spacehomes. Just as builders, Zabidi womenated at its edges. The entrance to a Shibami house
enclosed and less beautiful, are reprgnentary to a woman’s uniqueness anthside the home. Likewise, Zabidi tra-use the same concept when decorating opens directly to the stairs and leads to
duced in traditional Sana’ani costumedlistinction. This seems clear in manyditional dress is made of only onetheir clothing. Only using embroidery, Hadrami dress design and Shibami the upper floors, which corresponds to
made of cotton and linen; thus, pretypes of Sana'ani women's dress, sucmaterial without mixing colors. Most their dress gleams like the dawn witharchitecture why the front of Hadrami dresses are
venting the cold from reaching theas Al-Ospah, which is a mixture ofoften, a white dress is worn; howeversilver threads forming a wonderfully Traditional Hadrami building design short. Also, the lack of decoration on
body, while wrapping oneself in wool many materials and colors with a harZabidi women will wear a black dressharmonious design. consists of several mud floors separathe front of the house, unless it's in the
dress in the summer will cause thdnonious mixture of silver jewelry and on some special occasions. Generally, like Zabidi buildings, it is ed with a mud line. Hadrami buildingswooden doors and windows, reflects
body to be unaffected by the heat. ~ red coral stone White decoration is used more fora loose dress, especially in the sleeveactually border each other in a proawhy Hadrami dress is decorated only
A beautiful relationship exists The top of a Sana’ani house is conZabidi houses, especially on the frontand at the sides, which extend from thgressive row, which is similar to theat the top and the bottom.



12 23April, 2007 Advertisment




Advertisement 23 April, 2007 1.3




14 23 aprit, 2007 Health
Scary photos of cancer patients seek to discourage tobacco users

By: Bobby Ramakant tobacco. true that “the tobacco industry kKills its into force of the Convention.
For Yemen Times best customers.”
Pictorial warnings aso may be Package warnings also are a goodProtection from exposure to tobacco

rom June 1, 2007, tobaccq appropriate, particularlyin countries public health strategy because tobaccemoke

products in India will with low literacy rates or where companies, not the government, pay th&econd-hand smoke is a real and

contain pictorial warnings research shows that smokers ignoreosts of such warnings. In order tosignificant threat to public health.

with  photographs  of standard warning labels. attain public health gains in the longChildren are at particular risk-

tobacco-related cance Several nations have implementedun, this shouldn't be viewed as anexposure to tobacco smoke in children
patients. Many countries like Canada, strong health warning label isolated initiative; rather, it must be can cause respiratory disease, middle
Australia, South Africa, Poland, requirements. Examples include: supported by comprehensive healtlear disease, asthma attacks, and sudden
Thailand and Singapore already have - Canada’s health ministerecently care, legislation and educationinfant death syndromgSIDS). The
strong warning label regulations. Bobb proposed enlarging warning labelsprograms. treaty obliges Party States to adopt and
Ramakant ponders the effectiveness pf from 30 percent to 60 percent of the Among its many measures, the FCTAmplement (in areas of existing national
warning labels in preventing needless packaging face treaty requires countries tampos jurisdiction as determined by national
tobacco-related deaths. - Thailand has added the messageestrictions on tobacco advertising,law), or promote (at other jurisdictional

Health warning labels, both on “SMOKING CAUSES sponsorship and promotion; establisHevels), effective measures providing

cigarette packaging and on all tobacdo IMPOTENCE,” to its list of new packaging and labelling of tobaccofor protection from exposure to tobacco
products’ marketing materials, helg required warnings products; establish clean indoor airsmoke in indoor workplaces, public
create informed consent between - Australia was the first nation to controls; and strengthen legislation totransport, indoor public places and, as
tobacco companies and their customers require “how to quit” information clampdown on tobacco smuggling. appropriate, other public places.

2]

and are an inexpensive and importan_?f cancer patients on tobacco produc

first step in a national health education” ©rder to discourage consumers.”
program. He further announced, “As a further

On February 22, Yemen ratified thearning, from June 1, all tobacco
world's first corporate accountability Products will bear photographs of

be printed on every package
- South Africa, Poland and SingaporeAdvertising, ~ sponsorship  and lllicit trade in tobacco products

also require strong warning labels promotion Cigarettes are smuggled wigel

Tobacco products areadvertised throughout the world. In addition to

A i Tobacco companies use words likehrough sports events, music eventsmaking international brands n®r
and public health treaty, the FrameworkPalients suffering from cancer causef “light,” “ultra light,” “slim” and “super films, fashion - in fact, any place whereaffordable and accessible, illegal
Convention on Tobacco Control PY tobacco consumption.” slim” in their brand names and in theirthe tobacco industry can target potentiatigarettes evade restrictioaad health
(FCTC). Article 11 of the convention _ 1opacco product packaging should marketing materials. Research suggestsew smokers (young people). Theregulations. The treaty obliges State
stipulates that warnings should cover aP€ designed to maximize consumers’ Numerous studies have been done tehat these words are intended to makéeaty obliges Party States to undertak@arties to adopt and implement
least 50 percent of the packagimg nformed —consent rather — than determine the most important elementsmplicit health claims minimizing the a comprehensive ban on tobacceffective measures to eliminate illicit

principal display areas (i.e., both theMaximizing the product's appeal.in creating effective labels. The findingsproduct's harmfulness and may advertising, promotion and trade, illicit m anufacturing, ad

front and back), but at a minimum, it StONg and prominent health waminginclude: encourage thosesmokers who are sponsorship, as far as their constitutionsounterfeiting of tobacco products.

must cover at least 30 percent oflab€lS, limits on labels such as "slim”. " To command attention, warning motivated to quit to switch to a “light’ permit. Effective implementation of FCTC is

principal display areas. and "light,” package inserts containing  |abels should occupy a minimum of prand. These words also appeal to indeed a huge challenge countries are
It further requires the messages b&et@iled health  -and ingredient 25 percent of the top front and backsmokers, primarily women, who Packaging and labelling of tobacco confronted with. There is a long way to

rotated and encourages the use dpformation —and  standardized  of the packaging. They should be inpelieve they can use cigarettes to losproducts go for effective comprehensive tobacco

pictures and pictograms, as well as th@ackaging formats are among the ways  plack and white or other sharply weight. As advertising restrictions  are control to becoma reality.

use of non-health messages like, “Quif® @ccomplish this goal. contrasting colors. Type style and Ppictorial warnings provide smokersimplemented, tobacco packaging plays

smoking — Save money.” Unfortunately, such warning labels  size also must be specified in ordemelpful information about health an increasingly importantrole in  Bobby Ramakant is a health and
Speaking April 10 at the New Delhj ténd to be weak in all but @ few o avoid industry efforts to effects. Most smokers wantthis encouraging tobacco consumption. Thelevelopment journalist, senior tobacco

summit of the Confederation of Indian countries. More than 40 developing  underminethe warning's impact.  information and certainly want their treaty obliges Party States to adopt andontrol advocate and member of

Industries and the United Nations’ FoodCountries don't require any warning. Messages should be unequivocalchildren to have this information too. implement large, clear, visible, legible, Network for Accountability of Tobacco
and Agriculture Organization, India's aPe!s atall. Of those thatdo, 73 percent  simple and stark. They shouldThe tobacco industry is continuing itsand rotating health warnings andTransnationals (NATT) and Asia
Union HealthMinister, Dr. Ambumani "eduire weakly worded wamings onthe - convey both the nature anddecades-long strategy of trying tomessages on tobacco products and itepresentative for Global Youth
Ramadoss, lamented, “We've triedSide Of the package and many of those  magnitude of the risks, since studiesninimize the effectiveness of packageoutside packaging, occupying at leasdvocacy Training Network (@Y).
everything, but its been of no use, sg@® in English rather than local  show that smokers underestimatayamings. The tobacco industry is no30% of the principal display areas. ThisHe can be contacted at:

we've now decided to put scary photod2nguages. most risks associated with usingfriend to smokers — and ironically, it's is required within three years of entrybobbyramakant@yahoo.com

Avian influenza national plan:
Needs and challenges

By: Jamal Al-Najjar - Providing prophylaxis to field staff.
jamalnajar@hotmail.com

Weak points representing obstacles

n cooperation with USAID, the to the plan are:
Ministry of Agriculture has put - Incomplete  surveillance  and
in place a national plan to deal diagnostic capacities.
with any potential outbreak of - Lack of funds and delayed release of
avian influenza (bird flu)in support.
Yemen. - Shortage of trained staff in
The plan requires more than $5( concerned sectors and lack of
million in order to strengthen disease transport means.
surveillance and rapid response - Lack of financial incentives needed
nationwide. However, both ¢h for veterinary professionals and
government and those donors other cooperative individuals.

No specific compensation system
exists for those experiencing losses

o
'

concerned about the issue still shoul
exert persistent efforts so that the pla

=)

may be fruitful and fulfill its goals in due to outbreak prevention
order to prevent a possible outbreak gf measures.
the flu, which threatens both birds ang - More than 95 percent of farms suffer
humans. from bio-security. aC a n C
Although the government confirms - Ambulan§ live .mlarkets exist, which
that bird flu hasn't reached Yemen, makes it difficult to control
several measures and precautions c(sutbreal;. t ol An Oil Field Services Company is Seeking for
should be taken, particularly after the - Quarantine ports aren’ ully . .
outbreak reached Kuwait and Saudi functional and public awareness QHSE coordinator (Quallty .health safety ahd
Arabia. o o, e bet environment) to work in Masila base; they hgve
The current disease surveillance - Lack of a reporting system between .. . .
system, as well as the rapid responge the private sector and the Opporth’!ltleS outstanding 1 full time role. They
service, remains in poor condition, government. are offerlng:
particularly in those governorates atMain considerations of the national action against an outbreak.
risk, such as Taiz, Hodeidah, Adenplan: - Stamping out shoulde a multi- Additionally, the surveillance process
Hadramout and Hajjah. - Streng_:heninfg currelnt gr?sstr_oots Ia:gtlelncy emergency té"Ski' t still reqkljlires z; ?‘ﬁssri]ve effolrt inforﬁer « Challenging Career
Minister of Agriculture and  capacities for early detection,- Following an immunization systemto enable it fulfill the goals of the .
Irrigation  Mansour Al-Houshabi  reporting and responding ta only if stamping out has failed to national plan. Eleven Yemeni * TOp Salary and benefits paCkage
maintains that his ministry is Possible bird flu outbreak. contain the outbreak. governorates containing 220 districtg
coordinating with the Ministry of - Local systems should feed into the- Providing farmers incentives andare considered at risk; therefora, . .
Public Health and Population, Civil existing national structure of disease compensation. surveillance center should be provided The _succesr_sful appllcants will have the
Service and other government sectors Surveillance and reporting, rather- Strengthening central surveillancefor every district. followmg proflle:
to prepare a joint plan to enhance than build another monitoring and and diagnostic capability, as well as One center is estimated at $165,95(¢
Yemen's surveillance system and detection system. establishing bird flu surveillance.  for preparation and equipment, as wel . ) o
increase its capabilities to contain any Providing  public  information - Establishing  regional  avian as training 440 vets and technicians tq » 3 Years experience in oilfield
bird flu outbreak. management and launching influenza laboratories. be deployed in the districts. : . .
Prepared in May 2006, the plan awareness campaigns to support the Strengthening regulatory Additionally, the plan aims to prepare * HaVIn_g knOWIedge of radioactive
contains several objectives, topped by produ_ction and dissemination of enforcement according to Livestocksurveillance centers at the governorat materials
strengthening central, regional and technical documents and farmer Law No. 17. level at a cost of $616,500 per cente : .
community surveillance and teaching materials. - Completing and prioritizing stbf and provide 18 vets and technicians ir y Able to Speak and write EngIISh ﬂuently
investigation capabilities, in addition - Providing a program to help farmers  training needs. the 11 targeted governorates. « Avery gOOd skill in computer use
to providing required centers to ensure Properly cope with any outbreak. - Directing action and measures to Concerning the delay in financial
rapid response to an outbreak. priority governorates regarding risk support, Dr. Ghalib Fadhl Al-Eryani, ;
The plan also aims to assist inThe plan’s policy statements to be  and poultry industry loss. director general of animal resources af Yemen Nat|0na|S are Strongly
bridging gaps in implementation at thefollowed: - Following and establishing criteria the Ministry of Agriculture, revealed
village level, as well as facilitate the- Banning backyard poultry in coastal for any potential declaration of that the ministry will present the encouraged tO apply
involvement of local farming areas. stamping out failure. national plan to the Yemeni Cabinet, . . . .
communities to help implement the- Banning backyard poultry around- Raising public awareness andwhich in turn will submit it to those Please send your appllcat|on to this E-mail
national plan. major commercial poultry farms. strengthening coordination betweendonors concerned about this issue ir .
- Stamping out is the first line of involved authorities. order to receive the required support. address: tsaleh07@yahoo.com
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. Real Estate Rentals
For School 8@ Offic Sﬁp Li(e ) Tel: 733802855
8\% (8 %I So?J0L'Q :So8>0,'@ :STM-\SGHAD & i i
All your née s . ) Hadda and Diplomatic Areas
under one roof. . T Office building for rent
. ° +
_ + 0. ‘d »H/ (I T 8 abJ“_'_pQ 1- Hadda, Large two story +f.bsmint. 16 rms
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BAl-Nasim Travel & 8 S a @ » € 8 b 31:|G + 2- Hadda. New two story + bsmnt. 10 rooms. XTRA lar§&
Tourism. For domestic& yard APX. 3000 SQ.M.Excellent for any company A§
international air tickets with AlI-SHAIBANESTAURANT SUPER DIELU motor pool, compound of Mobile Homes or
price busters all airlines. . 3- Diplomatic area. Zubairi & Bagdad st.
Tel: 219_890&75_78 SH ©@ AF e« A\a0" Uo® 8 h 2 story office building. APX. 12 Rooms. internet conngdt-
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— Fax: 28619 STl m Akram distance
M&M Logistics & > choc : «. Ahmed bachelorf
Aviation Services PO Box: 5465 Amsil: arisidsni®ysmsr.nat.ys med,bachelorirom _
International Freight Forwarding degree n EngllshTahrlr Square (Clty
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard FaCUIty_ of Art . center). 4 Bedrooms,
Warehousing (The biggest - Diploma in 2 bathrooms, 2
Sana’'a) .
InternationaWorldwide Door to ComPUter- spaC|ous
Door Services. -Certificate in setting
Customs Clearance BUS Kitch c
(Airports/Ports/Border) usiness rooms, Itcnen, ar
Arranging of Exemptions. . :
Over flying & Technical stops fo - Internet and e-mailpark — Suitable for a
aircrafts at allYemen Airports. communications. family or 3-4 friends
T ovesiim -Good experience. -
ot ne: 755030062 24 tous) Contact: 777569977 Friendly
F;sgeg‘g;;;gg;ggna,afRepubnc(f 777261329 atmosphere, available
Yemen. . BmHigh Technical now, Call 733825231
E-Mail:  m&mgenservices@y.net.yd .
Website: www.mmlogisticsyemen.co d|p|oma - 3 year- [ ] For rent: A
computer andfurnished house
Cargo electronic sconsists of 3 rooms, 1
T Global Logisti Engineering  frombath room. kitchen
rans 5lobal LogiStes Sana’a Communityand garage for 1 car
& Services Ltd. . . .
A College (with verynear to tahrir (city
We bring your World Closer .
- Air/SealLand forwarding. good evaluation).  center).
[ packnglland mansporaton. . Contact: 734427097 Monthly rent 450 $
STl Tl mHesham Derhampnly for foreigners.
« Customs clearance/Local
Visa/Documentation handling. B.SC. IN GGOlOgy & Contact: 777408711
e e pertces: Environment & M Furnished
« Ticking Reservations & General
. e Servces. Major stratigraphy & apartment in Villa.
A ST RV Petroleum. EnglishConsist of three
Fax:-967-1-445696 .
P o sanaa repd (Spoken and written) rooms, one'bed room,
Yemen Contact: 777848710 fwo receptions, two
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
EmaiI:transgIobalz@yyemen.ne{ye 733915169 bathrooms, one
Website: . .
BAzam Ali, kitchen , and hall " .
vwwiransglobalyemen.com e 733725582 condition - sun roof-Film, S 600z zoom
Computer -basedwith dining room and

CD changer (sony)jprofessional digital

written) is essential internet. control - store keepeembroidery designergarden, our desired _
Alarm system - price:camera, two year old.

Contact: 711310261Contact: 711830385 - burenasing for sixall  kinds  of foreign family. m
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Al-jamaeh: A social project to raise collective funds

By: Fatima Al-Ajel
fatimafnfr@yahoo.com

hen citizens’

income decreases,

they must consider

some business or

project to increase
it. In Yemen, raising money is called
al-jamaeh or al-habakah, which &s
special project wherein a group of
individuals amass money for some
one. It is a phenomenon that hag
appeared as a result of poor econom
conditions.

Basically, al-jamaeh is a group of
individuals who agree to set aside
portion of their income monthly fa
specified time period in order to fund
a specific project for a group or indi
vidual. It is a project in itself. Friends,
relatives, neighbors and company

o

Isita
conspiracy?

responsibilities. Many
times, one participant
wants to break the rules
that all participants must
follow. Some request
the money before his or
her turn, especiallyif

it's an urgent mattet

This might bother the
other participants,
who’ll be angry or
might refuse to accept
this. In this case, the
chief must be wise
enough to solve such
problems, especially if
many of the participants
have urgent matters.

To solve this problem,
al-jamaeh participants
sometimes agree in
writing not to change

Nope,
A Jamaeh!

employees are examples of groupk

doing al-jamaeh, with each one decidreaches millions of riyals, so in thisjamaeh, often neglecting the duties ohappens to a participant. The chie
ing to do it for a specific project he orcase, participants prefer to sign theheir home, children and husband.
agreement at a police station or talk to The chief manager faces manythis by signing minutes at the police

she plans to achieve.

the rules, no matter what

manager carries the responsibility fo

Many people don't have enoughtheir zone chief about collecting all of problems while holding al-jamaeh station to solve the problem.

money to do a simple project or can’ their money

obtain a bank loan, so they do al- Having aregular income is the main
jamaeh because it's easy to amass tliequirement to participate in sueh
needed funds on time and they camroject. Everyone must submit funds
submit the money regularly in smallon time; otherwise, the participant
portions to a chief manager will be punished according to the
Al-jamaeh is like a union. It has signed agreement.
chief manager who is a member of the In large al-jamaeh projects with
group and other members to help théigh amounts of money, participants
chief manager. They have regulaprovide bail to the chief manager to
meetings. At the first meeting, theyinsure that no one will escape after hg
decide the numbeinof participants, or she receives his share of the money
they agree on how much they’ll pay or
collect and list the participants’ Problems during al-jamaeh
names. After participants sign onto al-
They order the names according tgamaeh, they often start talking about
a jointly signed agreement. Most par it everywhere they meet, especially,
ticipants do al-jamaeh in order towomen participants, always thinking
accumulate money in a short time, s@bout what they’ll do when they
everyone wants to be the first to get itreceive the money. Because they
however, they must follow the rules ofsometimes bother others who aten’
listing the names at the outset of thénvolved in their group, they hold
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project. their own gathering to talk about al-
Names are listed according to cer

tain conditions; for examplethey
sometimes list them according to the
most urgent reason or the one needinp
the money in the shortest time.
Someone has arranged his marriag
and needs the money for the wedding
festivities, someone else has bualt
house and needs the money to eom
plete it, while another wants to travel
to study at a specific time and so he’ll
register his name at the top of the list

Most participants are in urgent situ
ations and most need the money first]
so the chief manager lists the namesg
according to the participant’s mone
tary share.

1%

Rules for al-jamaeh

Every project requires principles to
make it successful; thus, along with
the chief manager, al-jamaeh patici
pants establish rulefor their group,
according to participants’ situations
and incomes, followed by signing an
agreement, especially if the money
shares are high. Al-jamaeh sometimesg
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