
By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SA’ADA, May 2 — An informed trib-
al source reports that armed confronta-
tions continue in 12 Sa’ada districts,
causing immense loss of life and prop-
erty. The same individual noted that
Houthi fighters do not remain in the
same place for long, but rather attack
the Yemeni army at a particular site
and then move on to another.

Clashes also continue nonstop in

Dhahian, located very near Sa’ada city,
with the Yemeni army and Houthi loy-
alists exchanging fire using both light
and heavy weaponry from time to
time.

Likewise, confrontations are ongo-
ing in Bani Mu’ath, with the Yemeni
army commencing a new invasion at
the beginning of last week after an
offensive attack employing all types of
heavy and medium-sized weaponry in
those areas.

Soldiers now are combing the area
in search of Houthi loyalists still hid-
ing there. Once the army feels the area
has been cleared, new Houthi elements
emerge.

Meanwhile, areas outside of Sa’ada
city, including those in Sahar and Al-
Safra, experienced relative calm over
the past few days after Houthis aban-
doned them. However, Houthi fighters
returned and positioned themselves on
mountains located between Sa’ada city

and Dammaj in Al-Safra district, as
well as mountains near Kahlan area
east of Sa’ada.

Houthis centered in Wadi Al-Ghail
and Al-‘Adhal Mountains wage daily
attacks on army sites situated on Al-
Qahlah and Al-Sinarah Mountains
with the aim of reaching a military
encampment positioned in Kahlan area
near Sa’ada city because it’s one of the
camps providing all army forces with
weapons and munitions.

Last Monday, fierce clashes
occurred in several Al-Safra districts
and expanded to include Sahar dis-
trict’s Al-Sinarah and Al-Ablah
Mountains. Fighting also ignited in the
mountains behind Sa’ada city toward
the area of Dammaj, including Al-
Qahlah, Al-‘Adhal and Al-Ghail
Mountains in Al-Safra district.

Moreover, last Sunday evening and
Monday morning Houthi elements
attacked a camp affiliated with the

First Armored Division led by Brig.
Ali Muhsen Al-Ahmar positioned in
Sa’ada city; however, losses on both
sides remain unknown.

Sources report that “Houthis assault-
ed and seized army sites in Al-Ablah,
Al-Sinarah and Al-Abdeen areas at the
beginning of this week; however, the
Yemeni army sought the help of fight-
er planes to raid those areas.”

Intermittent clashes occurred on
numerous Sa’ada fronts, with fighter
planes raiding Al-Qal’ah area in Razih
district and Al-Gharshah area in
Ghamer district, as well as areas in
Baqem district.

Sources also mention that the
Yemeni army has blocked the road
linking Ghamer and Razih districts in
order to separate Houthis in those
areas. Residents there are suffering
much, with a sack of wheat going for
YR 8,000 and sugar at YR 12,000.
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Army fails to quell rebellion, Sa’ada war continues

By: Mohammed Al-Jabri

SANA’A, May 2 — As President Ali
Abdullah Saleh began his visit to the
United States on Sunday, observers and
analysts criticized Yemen’s keenness to
receive foreign funding.

Saleh’s visit follows the 19th Arab
Summit held in Riyadh in late March
and the recent investment conference in
Sana’a. His visit also comes amid fierce
confrontations between Yemeni armed
forces and followers of Shi’ite leader
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi in Sa’ada gover-
norate.

Sana’a University political science
professor Mohammed Al-Dhaheri
observed that Yemen is requesting addi-
tional funding at a time when its wealth
is being wasted uselessly, adding that if
the nation would utilize its resources
well, no foreign support would be nec-
essary.

It’s important for Yemen to fight cor-
ruption and use its human resources,
which can be achieved by providing a
political well for the regime, Al-Dhaheri
told al-sahwa.net.

Fellow political science professor, at
the same university, Abdullah Al-Faqih
indicated that the Yemeni president will
ask the U.S. for “bountiful” support on

both the economic and military sides,
aljazeera.net reported.

“It’ll be difficult for President Saleh
to convince the U.S. to provide military
support to Yemen. The Sa’ada war,
which Yemen is describing as a war
against Iran in order to gain U.S. sup-
port, will be a point of weakness, espe-
cially amid efforts by regional and inter-
national parties to portray [the war] in a
specific way,” Al-Faqih observed.

Hafedh Al-Bukari , president of the
Yemen Polling Center, said the future of
Yemen’s system of governance remains
unclear because “There are no real insti-
tutions to rely on in Yemen.”
Additionally, he wondered how the U.S.
can ally strategically with a country
such as Yemen, where decisions are
contingent upon one individual, i.e., the
president.

Fighting terrorism
In discussing with U.S. officials the
fight against terrorism, President Saleh
demanded the United States release
Yemeni Sheikh Mohammed Al-
Moayyad and his colleague Mohammed
Zayed, who have been detained  on
charges of funding terrorist activity.

In a meeting Tuesday with  director
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Saleh also demanded the U.S. drop
Yemeni Sheikh Abdulmajid Al-Zindani
from the list of terrorists.

Saleh also met with U.S. Defense
Secretary Robert M. Gates  to discuss
military cooperation, namely fighting
against terrorism. Gates expressed
appreciation for Yemen’s role in com-
bating terrorism, professing that the two
nations are partners in this regard.

The purpose of Saleh’s visit to the
U.S. is for talks on how to enhance
bilateral relations. Arriving at Andrews
Air Force Base in Maryland, he was
greeted by its base commander, the
chief of protocol for the White House
and various representatives of Yemeni
diplomats serving in Washington.

“We plan to discuss with President
[George W.] Bush and officials in the
U.S. administration ways to enhance
bilateral relations and cooperation
between our two countries in all fields,”
Saleh told reporters upon his arrival,
adding that such discussions will
include both regional and international
issues.

This is Saleh’s fourth meeting with
President Bush since the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks in the U.S. President
Saleh also received U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice.

Saleh’s U.S. visit: Analysts criticize 
Yemen’s insistance to receive more aid

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, May 2— The one-million sig-
nature campaign began Tuesday in the
capital city of Sana’a, organized by a
Qatari charitable in coordination with Al-
Hikmah Al-Yamaniah Association. It
aims to collect one million signatures in
favour of Quds and against Israel’s
attempts to destroy and desecrate Aqsa
mosque. 

The campaign first started in Kuwait,
then Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, United Arab

Emirates, and now in Yemen. It will con-
tinue in Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, and
Sudan. It is worth mentioning that one
million signatures will be gathered on a
1,000-metre document which will be sent
to the UN Secretary-General early June.

In an inauguration ceremony, Yemen’s
minister of endowment said that Yemeni
people and their president stand by the
Palestinian people and their cause, call-
ing on all Yemenis to participate in the
campaign. 

Continued on page 3

One-million signatures 
campaign kicks off in Sana’a

Al-Zindani was among the first to sign the document.
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LAHJ 
Tribesmen protest 

property confiscation 
MMay 2 — Hundreds of tribesmen took
to the streets in a peaceful march ask-
ing the governorate leadership to
restore their lands, which they say
were given to influential government
officials. In a statement to Al-
Sahaw.net, Brig. Badr Al-Ezeibi said
that his tribesmen have been asking
the authorities to restore their proper-
ty and agricultural lands since 1990,
but until now they have not reached
any solution, even though President
Ali Abdullah Saleh gave directions to
the concerned authorities to return
their confiscated property. 

TAIZ
Syndicates enraged over

delaying hardship allowances 
MMay 2 — Taiz branches of Yemeni
teachers and educational professions
syndicates demanded the concerned
authorities immediately give teachers,
inspectors and other education work-
ers their hardship allowances. The
syndicates released a statement
demanding that hardship allowances
be delivered to education workers
through an easy mechanism without
any illegal deductions from the
deserved sums. The syndicates wel-
comed statements by Taiz Education
Office saying that as many as 28,387
male and female teachers will receive
hardship allowances.  

IBB 
Journalists quit media committee 

MMay 1 — The journalists Mansour
Al-Najjar and Adel Ali Omar
announced on Monday their with-
drawal from the media committee on
the National Unity’s 17th
Anniversary, due to be celebrated on
May 22 in Ibb city. In a letter to Ibb
Governor Brig. Ali Al-Qaisi, who is
also the chairman of the celebrations’
subcommittee, the two journalists jus-
tified their withdrawal from the media
committee because of the daily
attacks and violations targeting jour-
nalists in the governorate. 

SANA’A
US official acknowledges Yemen’s

anti-terrorism role 
MMay 1 — Director of US National
Intelligence Michael McConnell said
that Yemen is an active partner with
the United States and the internation-
al community in combating terrorism,
Yemen News Agency, Saba, reported
on Tuesday. During his meeting with
President Saleh, the U.S. official
praised Yemen’s efforts in the war on
terrorism and noted his appreciation
for the level of cooperation between
security authorities in both states to
attain security and stability in the
region. 

Youth program’s first batch 
celebrates graduation 

May 2 — The Youth Economic
Development Center launched its
graduation ceremony for 23 male and
female students, the first batch that
joined the program aimed at engaging
youths in the civil community for the
year 2006 – 2007. Director of the cen-
ter Qabul Al-Motwakel clarified that
the program aims to develop the
capacities of Yemeni youths to effec-
tively participate in the building of
the civil community. Another goal of
the project is to help youths to
exchange experiences at the local,
international and regional levels. 

Yemenis to replace 
foreign workforce 

May 1 — The Yemeni government is
due to replace five thousand foreign
workers with local staff in the health
and educational sectors, The Yemen
News Agency said. Director of
Retired Peoples Affairs Department
in the Ministry of Civil Service and
Social Security Mohammed Abdu
said that the replacements come as
part of a government program to
replace foreign workers with local
staff. He indicated that the ministry
stopped making contracts with for-
eign workers as of 2003. 

ADEN 
MP laid to rest

May 2 — Hundreds of people paid
homage Tuesday to the MP Ishfaq
Mohammed Abdurrazaq, who died in
Al-Sa’eed Hospital in Taiz from a
traffic accident last Friday on the
Taiz-Hodeida Highway. The
deceased’s son Mohammed, 8, also
died while his wife and sister were
injured and are now receiving treat-
ment at the hospital. The funeral was
attended by hundreds of diplomats,
senior government officials, party
leaders and citizens.

In brief

Shabwah, May, 2 — During the last

two days, Yemeni coastguards arrest-

ed 130 African migrants, said official

website.   

According to 26 September

Newspaper, which issued by Yemen

Armed Forces, the coastguards

arrested the migrants when they tried

to enter Yemeni territories illegally.  

The newspaper quoted local source

that the displaced reached the coasts

of Shabwah on three batches of 84

males, 34 females, and 12 children. 

The sources pointed out that the

displaced have been transferred into

Kharaz camp for refugees in cooper-

ation with the representatives of the

High Commission for the Refugees

Affairs after they have gathered in

Meifa’a camp. 

The High Commission for

Refugees in Geneva announced

recently that 18 Africans died in a

precarious journey crossed by

refugees from Puntland, northeastern

Somalia, to Yemen across the Gulf of

Aden which conducted at the hands

of smugglers, revealing that every

one of the displaced persons paid $

100 in return for crossing the Gulf of

Aden.

In this regards, The Somali con-

sulate in Aden, stated  this week to

IRIN that the number of smugglers’

boats carrying African migrants from

Somalia to Yemen could decrease in

future as the authorities in the self-

declared autonomous region of

Puntland, , step up anti-trafficking

actions. 

He explained that Somali forces in

Puntland would be able to reduce the

number of smugglers’ boats reaching

Yemen, however he added that despite

the Puntland authorities forming a task

force in December, during 2007,

reports indicate that at least 200 people

died off the coast of Somalia. 

Puntland has said many times that it

is tackling the smugglers. It has made a

number of arrests and confiscated boats

and trucks but says it needs internation-

al help if it is to do more. 

Somalia’s general consul in Aden,

Hussein Haji Ahmed, told IRIN that

Somali forces are being trained to stop

smuggling operations and illegal fish-

ing. He said monitoring operations

should be beefed up to outflank the

smugglers.

SANA’A, May 2nd — The director of

the National Center for the surveillance

and control of locusts, Mr Abduh Fare’

Al- Rumaih, stated that locusts have

spread in five Yemeni governorates. He

further pointed out that the Center

found a large presence of locusts in the

Governorates of Hadramaut and

Mahrah, followed by Shabwa gover-

norate, while they found trace for sim-

ple multiplication in the governorates

of Marib and Jawf.  He further elabo-

rated that the locust breeds usually in

the winter in the governorates of

Haggah, Hudaydah, Lahj, Abyan,

Aden, and parts of the coastal line in

Shabwa. 

Al- Rumaih further stressed that the

monitoring teams which were formed

by the Center in a number of gover-

norates are closely watching the growth

and locust breeding in a number of

areas. He also noted that the locusts are

actually local and not coming from the

neighboring countries.  

The locust swarms have spread a few

weeks before in Hazr area in the desert-

ed area of Thamood district. The invad-

ing locust was found by the eradicating

team and was described to be yellow in

color and in ovulation status. 

Al-Rumaih said, “We expect that the

locust will not move from the current

area and will continue to lay eggs in the

desert until they die, and therefore, the

real danger lies from the next genera-

tion which we expect will start appear-

ing in three weeks from now.” 

The desert locust is concentrated in

the dry desert regions of Africa and the

Near East and South West Asia, com-

prising more than 30 nations. Dr Ali Al-

Asali, a professor of Agricultural

Economy, warned against eating

locusts, and stressed the need for a gen-

uine agrarian cornerstone for prevent-

ing diseases of migrant agricultural dis-

asters before they occur. 

He criticized the concerned authori-

ties for their disability to create imme-

diate plans to combat agricultural dis-

asters such as locusts and stem rust fun-

gus, which was only banned this week

by the World Food Program for it seri-

ously affects wheat.

He pointed out that the ways to com-

bat agricultural pests in Yemen are not

integrated and the prevention programs

work very slowly and irregularly.

Further, he called upon the agricultural

aviation to be used as a means to

respond urgently to the disaster by

spraying agricultural land with pesti-

cides so as to control pests that are

expected to cause agricultural disasters.

He warned that if an emergency plan is

absent, there will be disasters as well as

environmental, health, and social dam-

age; calling on agricultural media to

create awareness on this topic. 

Al-Asali also stated that educating

farmers to ensure that their crops are

away from damage during a disaster is

vital to prevent massive losses. He also

called for the activation of the special-

ized research centers as well as the con-

trol and monitoring processes so as to

avoid losses caused by pests.

As an output of electromagnetic radia-

tion symposium, which was organized

on April 28 by the Ministry of

Telecommunication and in cooperation

with the wireless telecommunication

companies on the safe ways to deal

with the electromagnetic radiation

sources, the Ministry of

Telecommunication and Information

Technology has signed an agreement

with the French National Frequency

Agency. The agreement includes coop-

eration between the two sides in the

field of wire and wireless telecommu-

nication together with managing,

organizing and monitoring the spec-

trum frequency.

Engineer Abdul Qadir Abdul Elah,

the ministry’s director of frequency,

said, “The memorandum emphasized

on the collaboration between Yemen

and France in the field of wireless

telecommunication policy and organiz-

ing its impacts on the local users of the

spectrum frequency”. He added, “The

agreement also aims to develop the

wireless Telecommunication systems

and procedures as well as to control the

wireless frequencies and monitor the

spectrum frequency.

The symposium, which was attended

by 120 local and international experts,

recommended that monitoring devices

should be provided by the concerned

bodies in order to control the spectrum

frequency and to conduct measure-

ments on the electromagnetic radia-

tion. The participants requested estab-

lishing a study and research center to

be concerned with the electromagnetic

pollution in Yemen and the secure

ways to treat the electromagnetic radi-

ations. 

Additionally, the participants

stressed that the involved bodies

should launch education campaigns to

increase public awareness about the

safe ways to deal with the electromag-

netic generators, emphasizing that

manufacturers of such devices should

adhere to the criteria and technical fea-

tures issued by scientific institutes and

independent corporations concerned

with this field. 

The symposium further called for

the incumbent authorities in all the

countries that participated in its activi-

ties to put the right legislations in order

to guarantee that any of such products

should have the Test Report from a rec-

ognized and accredited laboratory in

the manufacturing country followed by

type appraisal before they are market-

ed. Furthermore, rules related to oper-

ating and utilizing such devices should

be emphasized in the required legisla-

tions. 

The participants confirmed that such

symposium is of vital importance to

share expertise and benefit from the

researches presented during the sym-

posium. They also recommended that

the symposium to be held annually in

order to look over any developments in

the telecommunication field and pre-

vent any potential risks that may

emerge due to electromagnetic waves

and radiation.

ADEN, May 2 — Member of the

Parliament and Islah parliamentary bloc

Ishfaq Abdulrazak died on Tuesday

after he suffered a tragic traffic accident

which also caused the death of his only

son and caused critical injuries to his

wife’s sister. 

The deceased prayer was conducted

in Al-Muhammedi mosque. Thousands

of Aden residents together with Islah

leaderships attended the burial ceremo-

ny. 

Sultan Al-Barakani, chairman of

General People Congress bloc at

Parliament sent a condolence letter in

the name of his bloc to his counterpart

in Islah bloc.  

Joint Meeting Parties expressed their

deep sorrow over the death of a charita-

ble person, noting Abdulrazak was an

ideal of honesty and piousness. Also, he

used to fight corruption and stand by the

poor and suppressed people.

SANA’A, May 2 — Gulf

Championship Preparation Committee

held a meeting headed by Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior

Rashad Al-Alimi to discuss the reports

submitted by Youth and Sport Minister

Hussain Obad, head of the committee

and the person in charge of preparing

technical plans for hosting the Gulf

20th Championship.

The technical plan includes all

aspects such as hosting other teams,

preparing Yemeni team for participa-

tion, reporting sport facilities and stadi-

ums, and locating a place for setting up

a new stadium in Sana’a. 

The Committee approved preparing

and grassing six other stadiums for

trainings as well as discussing the cul-

tural and media activities due to

accompany the Gulf 20th

Championship. It also sets the budget

for hosting, organizing, and beautifying

Sana’a.  

Further, the committee chose to erect

the new stadium to the north of 60th

Street, which was selected from among

three sites. It also informed concerned

authorities in public works to prepare

the required designs for the stadium. 

It is note-mentioning that the

Cabinet formed a committee chaired by

Al-Alimi and includes Ministers of

Finance, Public Works, Youth and

Sport, as well as Tourism so as to start

preparing for the 20th Gulf

Championship due to be held in Yemen

in 2010.

Efforts to control  African 
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Locust spreads again in Yemen

Outcomes of electromagnetic 
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MP Ishfaq Abdulrazak 
passed away

SANA’A, May 2nd — Journalists with-

out Chains demand to establish their

own newspaper was denied on 2nd of

May by the Ministry of Media. Ms.

Tawakul Karman, Director of the organ-

ization, told Yemen Times that this act

by the Ministry of Media was a deliber-

ate attempt in order not to allow civil

society organizations play a more active

role in the democratic development of

the country.

She said that Under Secretary of

Media Mr. Mohammed Shaher stated

that the organization has no right to pub-

lish a Newspaper, and that he, in the

name of the government, will deny

Journalists without chains the license to

publish or operate a newspaper.

Karman indicated that this action is in

continuation of the Ministry’s desire to

limit freedoms in the country, adding

that over 60 requests to establish news-

papers since 2006 has been rejected.

Karman told Yemen Times that this

action by the Ministry of Media is in

violation of the country’s constitution

and laws, which guaranteed for all

Yemeni citizens and organizations the

right to expression, was it visual, verbal

or in a written form.

“The Yemeni Law, she added, has

given civil society organizations and

political parties an advantage to only

notify the ministry of media about their

publication for registration purposes, for

which the ministry should respond to

the notification within a maximum of

ten days”.

She also commented that they are not

required by law to receive a license from

the ministry in order to publish their

newspaper, and that the Minister of

Media Hassan Al-Lawzy, indicated that

they will not give the organization a

license, however, she can still apply for

a license for a privet newspaper under

her own personal name and liability and

so she did but still her request was

denied.

Karman concluded that the organiza-

tion will continue demanding the license

because, she said “this is our constitu-

tional right and we will not rest until we

exercise it, and rejecting our demands is

a violation of our rights of expression as

defined in Yemeni laws and constitu-

tion”

Journalists without Chains is a non-

governmental organization seeking to

foster and advocate the rights and free-

doms, particularly freedom of opinion

and expression, democratic rights, advo-

cate of women's issues and defend their

right to equal participation in political

and public life, works to promote a cul-

ture of good governance, fight corrup-

tion, and engage young people in advo-

cacy for change and reform.

Journalists without Chains 
demand a newspaper license

SANA`A, May 2, —  the committee of

monitoring and investigation in the

Public Health and Population Office

closed down private hospitals temporar-

ily  for violating health standards and

specifications by the end of April 2007. 

The two private hospitals in Aden and

Al-Beidha are closed after two patients

had dead as a result of medical mistakes.

The office received complaint from the

two patients` families and started an

investigation about the main reasons

behind the death case. 

Dr. Asam Al-Samaui, the General

Manager of the medical establishments

in the Public Health and Population

Office confirmed that the investigation

is still continuation with the two hospi-

tals` administrative staff to make sure

from the complaint of the patients` fam-

ilies. 

Al-Samaui mentioned that most of the

complaints of the patients` families are

considered as criminal cases. The com-

mittee receives complaints through the

criminal courts and then starting the

investigation about them. "Our respon-

sibilities stop when the committee

report submitted to the criminal court to

judge in the case." Al-Samaui added.

In the next months, the committee

will arrange a campaign to check the

performance of medical establishments

in 8 governorates around Yemen,

according to Al-Samaui stated.

Last year in April 2006, Sana’a gov-

ernorate’s Public Health and Population

Office shut down 12 medical establish-

ments, including five clinics, five drug

stores, and two injection clinics, seizing

and confiscating fake and smuggled

drug quantities.

In the last four months of this year

2007, the general administration of the

medical establishments made a field

investigation in four governorates to

evaluate the performance of some med-

ical establishments. The investigation

carried out to close down about 40 pri-

vate medical establishments for violat-

ing health standards and specifications.

In the year 2006, Dr. Khalid Al-

Muntaser, General Manager of the

Public Health and Population Office,

confirmed that the health campaigns in

nine districts reported closing more than

50 private health establishments 

Many workshops and symposiums

have discussed the issue, revealing that

the concerned government bodies do not

take preventive measures against those

violating health standards and specifica-

tions.

Private medical establishments shut
down for violating standards

ADEN, May 2 — Minister of

Endowment and Guidance Hamoud Al-

Hitar confirmed that his ministry will

focus on highlighting combat against

corruption. It also will introduce the

ideal people in terms of hard work and

morals in the ministry. In addition, it

will eliminate the negative image of the

ministry’s staff. 

His statement came during the

extended meeting of the Ministry’s

officials and general directors in all

governorates to discuss the tasks of the

ministry in the coming stage and the

role it should play to improve its per-

formance.

“Work in the Ministry of

Endowment and Guidance represents a

noble mission and honesty. Hence,

such mission should be performed and

directed properly. We should also keep

and invest the ministry’s finance and

spend it on the right and required pur-

poses” he said, pointing out that

finance and properties of the ministry

have become subject to misuse and cor-

ruption by a lot of  people together with

officials in the ministry who seized

those properties and misdirected them

away from their charitable purposes. 

Al-Hitar warned against lack of trust

between people the ministry’s officials

as a result of misuse of its properties,

stressing that all the ministry’s officials

and staffers should be ideal so that they

can regain the people’s trust. He further

confirmed that the ministry should

develop its mechanism of investment

and move from the classical to the

modern way of investment which guar-

antees good management and exploita-

tion of the ministry’s properties. 

In addition, Al-Hitar emphasized the

role that preachers of mosques should

play in this regard, indicating that

mosques should be away from any par-

tisan conflicts so that people can be

sure that mosques are a property of all.

“ Preachers should get rid of any sec-

tarian, ethnical, tribal, racial, or parti-

san impacts and those who are unable

to act so should leave the mosques’

platforms and leave the room for others

to play this noble role”, he pointed out.

Upcoming stage is dedicated to 

combating corruption, Al-Hitar says



Army fails to quell rebellion,

Sa’ada war continues
For his part, leader Abdulmalik Al-
Houthi declared that Sa’ada gover-
norate is being exposed to massacre
and that his followers have seized four
of its 15 districts, Al-Tajamou newspa-
per reported.

The leader denied allegations that
Houthis are receiving foreign assis-
tance and noted that they are fighting
according to their autonomous capabil-
ities, adding, “The capabilities of
Sa’ada’s sons are great. They are ready
to do more.” He added that they are get-
ting their weapons by attacking military
sites and buying them from arms mar-
kets.

Member of Parliament Yahya Al-
Houthi, currently living in Germany,
told Al-Jazeera satellite television
channel, “The military solution will be
of no avail, even if the battle lasts 400
or 500 years.”

He further denied allegations by
Yemeni authorities indicating that the
movement is receiving foreign aid.
“Had we foreign assistance, we would
have been at the doors of Sana’a,” the

MP stated.
U.S. Deputy Ambassador to Yemen

Nabeel Khoury expressed his nation’s
concern about the nonstop Sa’ada war,
pointing out that such conflict may
expand to other Yemeni areas. He also
stressed the importance of finding a
solution that ensures the rights of all
Yemenis.

“There should be equal treatment
between all citizens. The real risk
comes from the arms trade,” Khoury
noted.

He insinuated that he isn’t speaking
about those Yemenis with one or two
pieces of weaponry, but rather arms
tradesman, who bring in a large ship
filled with all types of weapons, noting
that such a phenomenon should end.

Furthermore, Khoury criticized
Yemeni Prime Minister Ali Mujawar’s
comments considering military action
as the last and only option for handling
the Sa’ada conflict.

He also advised the Yemeni govern-
ment to follow all measures and politi-
cal solutions to halt the ongoing war in
Sa’ada, as every war ends in peace;
however, each peace should meet cer-

tain conditions.
This is the first time a high-ranking

U.S. diplomat has spoken directly
about the Sa’ada war, essentially hold-
ing the state accountable for the war by
mentioning the arms trade and equal
treatment of citizens.

Khoury’s statement comes within the
context of both regional and interna-
tional concern about the Sa’ada war,
with many parties expressing the risks
of the situation’s continued develop-
ments.

One-million signatures 

campaign kicks off in Sana’a
Sheikh Abdul-Majeed Al-Zindani
called on Arabs to stand united, con-
demning the silent position towards
Israeli’s violations in Palestine. He sug-
gested establishing Arabic and Islamic
army to be tasked with defending the
nation’s holy land, wondering about the
importance of 58 Arabic and Islamic
armies.” If this [Islamic] nation took
matters firmly in hand and stood united
seriously, the world would then listen
to our cause without signed lists,” he
said.
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RAS ISSA OIL TERMINAL PROJECT
Republic of Yemen

Extension of Deadline

Of

INVITATION OF PREQUALIFICATION

OF EPC CONTRACTORS

Further to our advertisement, April 2007 at MEED 6th,
Khaleej times 15th & 16th, Yementimes 5th & 9th,
Althawrah newspaper 4th,5th, & 7th, inviting prequalifi-
cation of EPC Contractors for construction of Oil
Terminal at Ras Issa in the Red Sea ( on-shore and off-
shore works). The Project Directorate, in response to
requests for extension, is pleased to announce an exten-
sion of two weeks in the date of submission of applica-
tion for prequalification.
Accordingly the last date of submission of application
along with necessary document shall now be May 20,
2007.
Please note that no further extension will be granted
and no application will be acceptable after the above
date.
For more details please refer to the above mentioned
publications and to our website at (www.yogc.com.ye)
(www.yemenogc.com)

By: Fatima Al-Ajel.

SANA’A, May 2 — the women sector

in the Islah party arranged on

Thursday 26 April, the first forum for

rights and freedoms under the banner

"who gets his rights, gets his free-

dom" in Sana'a international hotel.

A number of human rights special-

ists; members of parliament and par-

ties, as well as civil society men and

women participated in the forum in

which three work papers were pre-

sented. Also, it displays a short show

indicating some of the violation cases

which are still held in the concerned

court. 

It was observed that most of the

press attendees were represented by

some of the joint meeting parties with

the absence of some  parties such as

General People Congress.  

In her speech, Nabila Saeed, the

deputy manager of the women sector

in the Islah party focused on the daily

violation directed against freedoms.

"There are many views reflect the

absence of freedom in Yemen. So,

today, we try to form a seed for free-

dom and we look for our rights." 

A paper was presented by

Mohamed Najei Alaw, a lawyer in 

The National Organization for

Defending Rights and Freedoms,

Hood. 

"The problem is not in the freedom

laws; it is a crisis in awareness and

interactions." Alaw stated. The free-

dom, fear, and the consultation exist

before humans begin to exist. Alaw

reviewed examples of some Yemeni

and Arab historical defends resulted

from extremism in using freedom. 

Fatihi Al-Azab, the chief of the

media sector in Islah party focused on

his paper on the mass media, the

media staff, and the requested role

that they have to do to change the

recent situation in Yemen. He ensured

that both political parties and mass

media don’t reach the level of oppos-

ing parties. "In Yemen, we don’t have

real opposing parties which can com-

pete to reach the authority chair. They

still straggle for survival." Al-Azab

said. Adding that, the opposition par-

ties will not reach the authority.

Further, he indicated that the public

views will never change because the

mass media are in the hold of the

authority. 

Al-Azab mentioned some media

work hindrances which weaken the

role of media in reforming the author-

ity. Then, he summarized the desire of

citizens toward the mass media and

the media staff in reinforcing the prin-

ciple of freedom and eradicating the

political illiteracy among citizens.  

Tools and guarantees in keeping the

general rights and freedom was the

title of the paper presented by

AbdulRazag Al-Hagri, a member of

the parliament. He recapped the rea-

son of increasing violations as the

lack of citizens' awareness about their

rights. He added that the Yemeni con-

stitution and law include guarantees

to protect its citizens. Furthermore, it

ratifies party pluralism as a right for

all citizens. However, some Yemeni

parties still suffer persecution which

weakens them. 

Al-Hagri called upon the Yemeni

authority, the political parties, and the

civil society organizations to rein-

force and protect human rights and

freedom to achieve development and

progress for Yemen." It is impossible

for a country to develop if its citizens`

freedom is lost or spoiled." Al-Hagri

noted.

Islah launches the first forum 
for rights and freedom

Al-Islah Opposition party calls on political parties and civil society organi-

zations to uphold the rights and freedoms of Yemeni citizens.

LONDON, April 30 - An international

study measuring the speed of walking

in 32 cities around the world reveals

that the pace is life is literally getting

faster.

Prof Richard Wiseman of the

University of Hertfordshire today

announced the results of an interna-

tional study in collaboration with the

UK’s cultural relations agency, the

British Council, to measure the speed

of life. Published in his new book –

Quirkology – the experiment was con-

ducted by British Council researchers

who secretly timed thousands of pedes-

trians’ speed of walking in city centres

across the globe, including London,

Madrid, Singapore, and New York.

A study carried out in the early

1990s demonstrated that pedestrians’

speed of walking provides a reliable

measure of the pace of life in a city,

and that people in fast-moving cities

are less likely to help others and have

higher rates of coronary heart disease.

Using identical methods to those

employed in the previous work, the

present day research teams discovered

that the pace of life is now 10% faster

than in the early 1990s. 

The biggest changes were found in

the Far East, with the pace of life in

Guangzhou (China) increasing by over

20%, and Singapore showing a 30%

increase, resulting in it becoming the

fastest moving city in the study. 

Prof. Richard Wiseman said: `This

simple measurement provides a signif-

icant insight into the physical and

social health of a city. The pace of life

in our major cities is now much quick-

er than before. This increase in speed

will affect more people than ever,

because for the first time in history the

majority of the world’s population are

now living in urban centres.’

Surprisingly, London ranked outside

the top ten, suggesting that many in the

capital prefer to live life in the slow

lane compared to Copenhagen and

Madrid who proved to be the fastest

European cities, whilst the Middle East

tended to have the slowest pace of life.

The results also challenge of the notion

of the laid back Irish, with Dublin top-

ping the table in the 1990s, and taking

fifth place in the present research.

Michael White, Adviser to the

British Council Science Department

added: `All the measurements were

made on the same day and at the same

local time.  British Council researchers

found a busy street with a wide pave-

ment that was flat, free from obstacles,

and sufficiently un-crowded to allow

people to walk along at their maximum

speed. They timed how long it took 35

men and women to walk along a 60ft

stretch of pavement.  They only moni-

tored adults who were on their own,

and ignored anyone holding a mobile

telephone conversation or struggling

with shopping bags. Comparing the

results with those from the early 1990s

revealed that the pace of life is now

10% faster.’

The research teams also visited each

of the capital cities within the UK.

Londoners are moving the fastest

ahead of Belfast and Edinburgh, whilst

the slowest walkers are found in

Cardiff.

Moving too fast for your own good?

The following questionnaire helps

identify people who might be living

life too faster.  5 or more ‘yes’ respons-

es suggests that it might be take to take

your foot off the accelerator and slow

down.

1) Do you seem to glance at your

watch more than others?

2) When someone takes too long to

get to the point, do you feel like hurry-

ing them along?

3) Are you often the first person to

finish at mealtimes?

4) When walking along a street, do

you often feel frustrated because you

are stuck behind others?

5) Would you become irritable if you

sit for an hour without doing anything?

6) Do you walk out of restaurants or

shops if you encounter even a short

queue?

7) If you are caught in slow-moving

traffic, do you seem to get more

annoyed than other drivers?

International experiment finds pace

of life is speeding up by 10 percent

TAIZ, May 2 — At an award

ceremony, Al-Sa’eed Foundation for

Science and Culture awarded four

participants the prizes for 2006 in

fields related to medical sciences,

literary innovations, and Islamic

sciences, while prizes of other fields

were veiled in other categories as the

submitted research papers were not to

the specified level.

Mohammed Saleh Hassan won the

prize of medical sciences,

Mohammed Saif Al-Hussami

received the prize on literary

innovation and Mohammed Saif

Abdullah along with Ameen Noman

won the prize of Islamic sciences.

Minister of Culture Mohammed Al-

Maflahi pointed out that Al-Sa’eed

Prize is a step for a larger cultural

project to be consistent with the level

of Hayal Sa’eed economic group. He

added that the Foundation sets up the

festival as an indication of this

group’s partnership with the official

efforts to develop culture in Yemen.

Ali Mohammed Sa’eed, chairman

of the board of directors at Hayel

Sa’eed Group of Companies, pointed

out that his group, represented in Al-

Sa’eed foundation, will continue their

support for talented and gifted people

in aspects related to culture and

sciences.

Fuad Al-Bana of the judging panel

assured the importance of the

scientific research, maintaining that

the lag between us and others exists

simply because they care about

scientific research while we don’t. 

The winner, Abdulhamid Al-

Hussami, indicated that the prize is a

distinguished one and it gives hope

for the devoted and ambitious

researchers.

Al-Sa’eed foundation 
honors winners

Continued from Page 1



By: Saul Hudson

CARACAS (Reuters) — Venezuela
will withdraw from the Washington-
based lending organisations, the IMF
and World Bank, in a symbolic move
that distances leftist President Hugo
Chavez from much of the international
economic community.

Chavez, who plans to create an alter-
native lending bank run by South
American nations and funded in part
with his OPEC nation’s high oil rev-
enue, said on Monday Venezuela no
longer needed the institutions dominat-
ed by U.S. “imperialism.”

Leaving the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank would severs
ties between the fifth largest oil suppli-
er to the United States and the world’s
leading lenders to emerging nations.

“We don’t need to be going up to
Washington ... We are going to get
out,” Chavez, who calls Cuban leader
Fidel Castro his mentor, said at an
event to celebrate May Day workers’
rights.

“I want to formalise our exit from
the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund,” he said.

Chavez blames the organisations’
decades-old economic recipes of tight
budget control, privatisations and open
markets for continued poverty across
Latin America.

He wants to build a socialist state
based on policies rejected by the insti-
tutions in Washington, such as those he
announced on Monday — a 20 percent
minimum wage hike and a gradual
reduction in the working day to six
hours.

The move to quit the multilaterals is
politically symbolic but should have

little immediate financial impact.
Since Chavez first took office in

1999, Venezuela has gradually reduced
its cooperation with the organisations
and, after years of strong oil prices,
said it paid off its last debts to the
World Bank this month.

Venezuela is one of several coun-
tries, particularly in Latin America,
that have in the last few years reduced
their dependence on the multilateral
agencies and so tempered the lenders’
global clout.

Some leftist Latin leaders hosted by

Chavez at the weekend proposed quit-
ting a World Bank body that arbitrates
between foreign investors and states as
they seek greater freedom to dictate the
terms of foreign investment in their
nations.

Chavez is nationalising huge
swathes of the economy this year and
on Tuesday will lead a massive rally to
take over the operations of multi-bil-
lion dollar oil projects run by some of
the world’s largest companies.

He said it marked the end of an era
of Washington-dictated policies and
returned Venezuelan resources under
the state’s control.

“The wheel has turned full circle,”
he said.
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By: Bill Trott

WASHINGTON (Reuters) — President
George W. Bush on Tuesday vetoed leg-
islation from the Democratic-controlled
Congress that would have set dates for
withdrawal of U.S. troops in Iraq, say-
ing such a timetable would be “setting a
deadline for failure.”

“Members of the House and Senate
passed a bill that substitutes the opin-
ions of politicians for the judgement of
our military commanders,” Bush said
on the fourth anniversary of the
“Mission Accomplished” speech in
which he prematurely declared an end
to major hostilities in Iraq.

Bush’s veto came as Iraqi Interior
Minister Jawad al-Bolani said highly
reliable information indicated Abu
Ayyub al-Masri, leader of al Qaeda in
Iraq, had been killed north of Baghdad.
An al Qaeda-linked group, however,
denied the report and U.S. officials said
it could not be confirmed.

Democrats in Congress appear not to
have enough votes to override Bush’s
veto, which was only the second of his
term.

The withdrawal dates were part of a
$124 billion (62 billion pounds) fund-
ing package for the wars in Iraq in
Afghanistan and Bush said congres-
sional leaders from both the Democratic
and Republican parties had been invited
to the White House Wednesday to rec-
oncile differences.

Bush had repeatedly promised to veto
legislation that would set dates for
troops withdrawals and in a televised
address on Tuesday he called such a
timetable “rigid and artificial.” He said
it also would demoralise the Iraqi peo-
ple and encourage killers across the
Middle East.

“Setting a deadline for withdrawal is
setting a deadline for failure and that
would be irresponsible,” Bush said.

“... It makes no sense to tell the
enemy when you plan to start with-
drawing. All the terrorists would have
to do is mark their calendars and gather
their strength and begin plotting how to
overthrow the government and take
control of the country of Iraq.”

Under the legislation, which won the
support of only four Republicans in
Congress, American troop withdrawals
would have begun as early as July 1 and
no later than October 1, with the non-
binding goal of removing all combat
troops by March 31.

Both sides draped the bill in symbol-
ism. Democratic congressional leaders
waited to present the legislation to Bush
on the “Mission Accomplished”
anniversary while the president vetoed
it with a pen given to him by the father
of a Marine killed in Iraq.

The veto came as violence has been
escalating in Iraq and after an April in
which more than 100 troops died in
Iraq.

Chester Crocker, the U.S. ambassa-
dor to Iraq, said the speculated death of
al-Masri would be “positive,” even
though it would not put an end to al
Qaeda violence in Iraq, where it is
blamed for trying to push the country
into full-scale sectarian civil war.

Bolani said details about Masri’s
death would be released soon but when
asked later to confirm the death said: “If
he has not been killed today, he will be
killed tomorrow.”

There has been growing friction
between Sunni Islamist al Qaeda and
other Sunni Arab insurgent groups over
al Qaeda’s indiscriminate killing of
civilians and its imposition of an aus-
tere brand of Islam in the areas where it
holds sway.

If Masri was killed by insurgents, that
would signal a deepening split at a time
when the Shi’ite-led government is try-
ing to woo some insurgent groups into
the political process.

On the political front, Iraq’s main
Sunni bloc is considering quitting the
Shi’ite-led government because it
believes the concerns of Sunnis are not
being addressed, members of the bloc
including the vice president said.

Some members of the Sunni
Accordance Front have been urging the
bloc for several months to pull out of
Shi’ite Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki’s
cabinet, partly over accusations that
reconciliation with minority Sunni
Arabs has moved too slowly.

A pullout would not be enough to
topple Maliki, as he would still have a
majority in parliament through his rul-
ing Shi’ite Alliance and a coalition of
Kurdish parties. The Accordance Front
has 44 seats in the 275-member parlia-
ment.

Bush vetoes Iraq pullout bill

Palestinian workers
to strike over half pay

By: Mohammed Assadi

RAMALLAH, West Bank, May 1
(Reuters) - Tens of thousands of
Palestinian civil workers will strike on
Wednesday to protest the govern-
ment’s failure to secure their full
wages unpaid since the militant Hamas
group came to power in March 2006.

Government workers’ union chief
Bassam Zakarneh, after a meeting with
the finance minister who offered to
pay half salaries, said there would be a
one-day strike on Wednesday.

He threatened a new round of work
stoppages by more than 65,000
employees to demand full pay and
back pay following the meeting with
Finance Minister Salam Fayyad on
Tuesday.

“There will be a strike for a few
days during each month until our
salaries are paid,” Zakarneh told
Reuters.

The union’s stance underscored the
difficulties Fayyad and the two-month-
old unity government face meeting the
expectations of Palestinians who have
not received their full wages in more
than a year, following an embargo by
Israel and international aid donors
against the Hamas Islamist group.

A 133-day strike by civil employees
demanding wages from the Hamas
government in 2006 and 2007 paral-
ysed the Palestinian Authority.
Seeking an easing of the embargo,
Hamas formed the unity government
in March with the secular Fatah move-
ment which had long dominated
Palestinian politics.

Hundreds of public school teachers
took part in a one-day strike on
Monday which turned rough when
police used batons to push back
protesting teachers at the Ramallah
offices of the Palestinian prime minis-
ter.

Fayyad told union leaders he will
pay at least half salaries to government
workers, but not their full wages,

because the year-old embargo remains
in place. He told them the first partial
payments would be made next week,
Zakarneh said after the meeting in the
West Bank city of Ramallah.

No resources
Fayyad said he understood the
employees’ dissatisfaction but the gov-
ernment did not have resources to meet
their demands.

“What I have proposed to them is an
arrangement whereby we commit our-
selves to specific times in which we
make payments,” he told Reuters in an
interview after meeting union chiefs.

“We obviously cannot meet the full
obligation in terms of what the
employees are owed each month,” he
said.

Fayyad is counting on receiving at
least $55 million a month from Arab
League members to cover about half of
the Palestinian Authority’s monthly
payroll.

Fayyad’s payments would be timed
to coincide with “allowances” paid to
workers through a European aid pro-
gramme, which are expected to total
up to $34 million a month.

Western powers cut off direct aid to
the Palestinian Authority to press
Hamas to recognise Israel, renounce
violence and abide by interim peace
deals.

The ruling Hamas movement
formed a unity government in March
with President Mahmoud Abbas’s sec-
ular Fatah faction in a bid to end inter-
nal fighting and ease the year-old eco-
nomic embargo.

But tensions between Hamas and
Fatah remain high and the Western aid
ban on the Palestinian Authority
remains in place.

Deputy Palestinian Prime Minister
Azzam al-Ahmad, a Fatah leader, said
on Monday the unity government led
by Hamas should be disbanded if the
embargo is not lifted within three
months.

Venezuela to quit IMF and World Bank

(From L to R) Nicaragua's President Daniel Ortega, Cuba's Vice President Carlos Lage, President Hugo Chavez of

Venezuela, Evo Morales of Bolivia and Rene Preval of Haiti prepare to take the official photo for ALBA (Bolivarian

Alternative for the Americas) in the village of Tintorero in Barquisimeto April 29, 2007. Chavez said on Monday the

OPEC nation will withdraw from the Washington-based international multilateral lending organisations, the IMF

and World Bank. REUTERS/Miraflores Palace/Handout

Al-Jazeera —Turkey’s prime minister is
pushing for early polls to resolve a
standoff with the country’s secular
groups, including the powerful military,
after the country’s highest court annulled
the first round of presidential elections in
a boost to opposition secularists.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan proposed on
Tuesday that future presidents be direct-
ly elected by voters instead of parliament
and said his Islamist-rooted government
would seek to hold national elections as
early as June 24.

Going to the people
“The parliamentary system has been
blocked... We are urgently going to the
people. Our people will make the best
decisions,” Erdogan said on television
on Tuesday.

The Constitutional Court ruled that
not enough parliamentarians were pres-
ent when the first round of the presiden-
tial vote was held in the 550-seat assem-
bly on Friday.

The court ruled that the government
needed 367 members or two-thirds of the
chamber to get its candidate, Abdullah
Gul, through the first round.

Only 361 deputies voted, 357 of them
for Gul, the sole candidate.

Parliament, in which the AK party has
a big majority, elects the president for a
seven-year term in predominantly
Muslim Turkey.

The secularist establishment says
Erdogan and Gul, who is foreign minis-
ter, want to break the separation of state
and religion, but the two men have

rejected the charge.
Analysts say early national polls are

the only way to defuse the standoff.
Secular groups have been calling for

early national polls which were initially
scheduled for November.

They want the secular system estab-
lished by the founder of modern Turkey,
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 84 years ago, to
be retained.

But a growing class of prosperous
and more religious-minded Turks want a
relaxation of curbs on religious symbols
and expression.

Markets rattled
Erdogan’s AK party is widely expected
to win the presidential polls, but the
standoff has rattled Turkey’s financial
markets, recording their biggest falls in a
year on Monday.

The Turkish currency lost more
ground on Tuesday as concern grew
about possible instability after an anti-
government rally of up to one million on
Sunday and the army’s threat to inter-
vene in politics to prevent an Islamist
president from the threatening the coun-
try’s secular constitution and identity.

Erdogan tried to sound a positive note
on Tuesday.

“I see Turkish markets will improve in
the next few days with our positive steps
in politics,” he said.

“I told EU officials Turkey would
return to a more democratic process with
elections, and the democratic process in
Turkey will successfully continue.

Defiance
Erdogan, in a clear move to identify

with the people, proposed that future
presidents be elected by voters instead of
parliament.

The government has also made
remarks in a display of unprecedented
defiance against Turkey’s military gener-
als.

“In democracies there is no better way
of making warnings [to the government]
than ballot boxes,” Erdogan said.

The Turkish army has ousted four
governments since 1960, the last in
1997.

Shock defeat
Barnaby Phillips, Al Jazeera’s corre-
spondent in Ankara, said the court ruling
was a clear defeat for the ruling party
and there was disappointment within.

“Senior AK party officials have told
us they did not expect this verdict,” he
said.

Parliament will vote again on
Wednesday before an election date is set,
government officials said.

Phillips said the AK party may go to
parliament anyway and try and resume
the process of getting Gul elected as
president.

He said they may be hoping to do a
deal with some of the smaller parties,
particularly with the Motherland party
which has about 20 members.

“If they do succeed in winning them
over, they may succeed in getting the
majority that they need to get Abdullah
Gul elected as president,” he said.

Erdogan wants polls to end standoff

Al-Jazeera — An al-Qaeda-linked
group has denied that Abu Ayyub al-
Masri, the purported leader of al-Qaeda
in Iraq, has been killed.

Amid confusion within the govern-
ment about whether al-Masri, also
known as Abu Hamza al-Muhajir, had
been killed, the self-styled Islamic State
in Iraq said in an internet statement on
Tuesday that he was alive and safe.

Iraq’s government had said that al-
Masri had been killed either by rivals in
al-Qaeda or by Sunni tribesmen.

Later, however, Brigadier-General
Abdul-Karim Khalaf, spokesman for
the interior ministry, said al-Masri’s
death had not been confirmed.

Another senior official, Major-
General Hussein Kamal, said the gov-
ernment was “trying to investigate and
confirm the report” that al-Masri had
been killed in a battle within his own
group.

The internet statement by the Islamic
State in Iraq “assures the Islamic nation
about the safety of Sheikh Abu Hamza
al-Muhajir, may God save him, and that
he is still fighting the enemies”.

Tribe claims credit
Late on Tuesday, the leader of a Sunni
Arab group opposed to al-Qaeda told

Iraqi television that his fighters tracked
down and killed al-Masri along with
seven of his aides, two of them Saudis.

“Eyewitnesses confirmed his death
and their corpses are still at the scene,”
Abdul-Sattar al-Rishawi, head of the
Anbar Salvation Council, said.

Another member of the Anbar
Salvation Council, an alliance of Iraqi
tribes that are opposed to al-
Qaeda’s presence in the Iraqi insur-
gency, told the AFP news agency that
al-Masri had been killed by members
of the al-Dulaimi tribe.

“The clashes started between the
Dulaimi tribe, which is part of the
Salvation Council, and Al-Qaeda at 9am
(05:00 GMT) and continued until 11,”
Sheikh Hamid al-Hayis, head of the
Anbar Salvation Council, said.

“They killed him along with two
Saudi leaders and three Iraqis.”

Confusion
Iraq’s interior ministry said on Tuesday
it had received intelligence information
on al-Masri’s apparent death, and that
Iraqi security forces were not involved.

“Some information ... needs confir-
mation, but this information is very
strong,” said Brigadier-General Abdel
Karim Khalaf, interior ministry opera-

tions director.
“The clashes took place among them-

selves. There were clashes within the
groups of al-Qaeda. He was liquidated
by them.”

Khalaf said that al-Masri was appar-
ently killed in a battle near a bridge in
the town of al-Nibayi, north of
Baghdad.

He said that Iraqi authorities did not
have al-Masri’s body.

US response
A US military spokesman could not

confirm the report, and said that several
previous reports of al-Masri’s death
were found to be false.

“I hope it’s true, we’re checking, but
we’re going to be doubly sure before we
can confirm anything,” Lieutenant-
Colonel Chris Garver said.

In March, Iraqi media reported that
al-Masri had been wounded in a
shootout with Iraqi soldiers, but the
information proved unfounded.

US officials have said al-Masri is an
Egyptian who specialises in car bomb-
ings.

He has allegedly headed al-Qaeda’s
operations in Iraq since the death of
then-leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in a
US air-raid in June 2006.

U.S. President George W. Bush

announces that he has vetoed the

Iraq Supplemental Spending Bill as

he speaks at the White House in

Washington May 1. REUTERS

Al-Qaeda denies death of Iraq chief
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By: Amel Al-Ariqi

AA
December 2006 U.N.
report exposed numer-
ous facts and stories
about Ethiopian immi-
grants seized while

attempting to sneak to the Somali port
of Bossaso to board smuggling boats
bound for Yemeni coasts.
Accompanying such stories were many
reports of inhumane treatment, risks
and pain migrants suffered. 

“We were robbed on the way by a
group of armed men who stopped the
truck and demanded everyone get out
and pay for passage. They conducted
thorough searches, making us remove
our underwear as they looked for hid-
den money. They threatened to set
alight those travelers who refused to

pay. We were also beaten,” recounted
an 18-year-old female migrant, whose
story paralleled the others, confirming
that they were abused and robbed by
the armed brokers  who were supposed
to get them to the smuggling vessels, 

Most migrants, including women,
are humiliated by the searches such
men conduct. With a view of extorting
money for their services and beyond,
the men reportedly beat the migrants
with sticks and demand all clothing be
removed, ripping open the seams and
the soles of shoes looking for money.
Searches also include women’s private
body parts and braided hair.

One woman reported that she hid a
100 Birr note in her mouth in order to
save some resources for the rest of the
journey. Men who refuse to pay have
been put in a five-foot deep hole in the

ground with firewood while one of the
men threatens to set them alight with a
flaming torch.

Additionally, the trucks used for
transport almost always are overcrowd-
ed, dirty and driven on rough terrain in
attempts to avoid main roads and thus
detection. Travelers seldom are given
enough food and water and hardly
allowed to relieve themselves except
when the driver chooses to do so.

Many are abandoned in the desert
before reaching Bossaso, forced to
walk for up to three weeks in search of
the main road leading to Bossaso. They
recount horrible tales of thirst, hunger,
exhaustion and attack by bandits. Their
particular vulnerability due to not
knowing the local language or direc-
tions results in them being robbed

repeatedly, swindled out of their money
and physically attacked.

“Since we’d lost all of our money,
we had to beg because we hadn’t eaten
in five days. We walked to Bossaso for
three days, begging for food and trans-
port along the way,” recounted a 21-
year-old Ethiopian farmer traveling
with her sister and husband before
being arrested. “I was separated from
my husband after our arrest. He was
deported, but I don’t know if he has
reached home yet. I’m afraid to go back
because people at home probably will
hold his sister and me responsible for
his absence,” she added.

Along with their money, most
migrants report that their IDs also are
taken, leaving them unable to prove
their identities to authorities; however,
how the stolen IDs are used is unclear.

Saudi, not Yemen
The U.N. report pointed out that the
typical African migrant is a single
male, usually in his 20s, with very little
or no education and traveling alone.
Women also travel along the same
route. They are young, sometimes as
young as 15 or 16, but usually in their
20s and often traveling with a male rel-
ative.

Most Ethiopian migrants are farm-
ers, leaving behind large families typi-
cally consisting of more than five sib-
lings and one or both parents. Such
families generally are poor and survive
on subsistence farming. The majority
are from northeast Ethiopia, particular-

ly the towns of Kemisse, Atyae,
Senbete and Tumuga.

Most migrants interviewed by the
U.N. confessed that Yemen isn’t their
main destination; rather, it’s used as a
transit point to sneak into Gulf coun-
tries, particularly Saudi Arabia, where
men generally look forward to working
as camel and goat shepherds. Women,
on the other hand, anticipate employ-
ment as housemaids.

Most don’t have any idea about how
much they can expect to earn and those
that do expect to earn between 700 and
900 Saudi Riyals ($185-$240) per
month. It’s widely believed that women
will earn more than men, although none
of the respondents had any idea how
much men would be paid.

Nearly all of the migrants state that
their decision to head to Saudi Arabia is
due to others in their localities who
have been there, but subsequently were
deported back home. In terms of
wealth, these individuals left their
homeland without much; however,
when they returned from Saudi, they
displayed relatively marked improve-
ment in their living standard.

“Many people in our neighborhood
have been deported from Saudi Arabia.
They left home with small plastic bags
and returned with large suitcases. There
they lived better than the rest of the vil-
lagers, explaining that they went to
Saudi Arabia through Bossaso,” one
migrant said regarding his reason for
choosing Saudi Arabia. Like the others,
he thought the only potential risk was

the boat crossing to Yemen, which they
admit can be dangerous, but not enough
to abandon their decision to migrate.

Upon deciding to leave for Saudi
Arabia, a traveler then must proceed to
raise the necessary amount of money
for the trip, which can be anywhere
between 1,000 and 7,000 Birr ($115-
$800). Some save money earned from
their normal sources of income while
many borrow it from local merchants.
However, migrants admit that the jour-
ney’s financial burden leaves many
with relatively large amounts of debt
that they can’t pay easily. Additionally,
the initial fundraising often compels
them to part with valuable or essential
property, including that used as means
to earn a basic livelihood.

Death, detention, deportation
According to UNHCR reports, those
able to escape the authorities in
Bossaso and take the boat crossing to
the Gulf of Aden are exposed to
extreme dangers because such boats are
hardly seaworthy, often overcrowded
and at high risk of capsizing. Many
migrants are believed to have perished

on the open seas after having been
thrown overboard by boat operators.

As only Somalis are considered
refugees in Yemen, other African
nationals are subject to detention and
deportation, both in Yemen and the
Gulf states. Many human rights organi-
zations continue questioning the cir-
cumstances surrounding such detention
and deportation.

Most migrants, including

women, are humiliated by the

searches such men conduct.

With a view of extorting

money for their services and

beyond, the men reportedly

beat the migrants with sticks

and demand all clothing be

removed, ripping open the

seams and the soles of shoes

looking for money. Searches

also include women’s private

body parts and braided hair.

For many years, African migrants have endured perilous voy-

ages for the purpose of sailing across the Gulf of Aden to

Yemen and other Arab states in search of economic opportuni-

ties or to escape bloody wars in their homelands. In 2006 alone,

the United Nations estimated that 26,000 Africans embarked

upon such perilous journeys across the Gulf of Aden - but not

all of them made it. Many were savagely beaten to death by

smugglers and others drowned, while the rest lost their way

and were declared missing. Each one had a goal compelling

them to believe that they would be able to face any risk - even

death - in order to achieve that goal.

She was one among hundreds arrived the Yemeni coasts, but the future is still

unknown.

Many migrants are believed to have perished on the open seas after having

been thrown overboard by smugglers.

A man rested after long perilous voyage.

African migration to Yemen: A journey to the unknown



EXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 06/07

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) invites applications from qualified Yemeni nationals for

the following position:

Title: Supply Assistant

Level: GS-5

Type of Contract: Fixed Term  

Duty station: Sana’a  

Under the supervision of the Supply and Procurement Manager in UNICEF Sana’a office, the Supply

Assistant - shall be responsible for the following duties: 

1- Uses PRoMS software package to monitor supply expenditure against programme budget. This

information should be tabulated and circulated to the operations officer on a monthly basis.

2- Maintain lists of local sources of procurement, contacts local vendors for price quotations, prepares

summary of bids including information on price and conditions of offer.

3- Prepare meetings of the Tender Committee or Local committee on Contracts, by arranging for

suitable dates and rooms, and by preparing and distributing files containing the cases to be presented.

4- Assists in obtaining prices and quotations from the market when UNICEF undertakes local

procurement.

5- Reviews allotment supply requisition of separate fund sources to ensure funds availability; records

expenditures, and advices procurement officer as to status of allotments, on a regular basis.

6- Extracts procurement information from logs and records and summarizes for use into the biennium

budget presentation, adjusting costs for inflation and other anticipated changes (i.e. effect of staffing

changes on office equipment and supply purchases.

7- Maintains manual and automated procurement files and records; provides purchase information to

receiving and inventory staff; maintains procurement supply and vendor reference library.

Qualifications and Skills Required:

• Completion of secondary education or equivalent, supplemented by courses in purchasing

methods and/or accounting.

• Seven years of progressively responsible clerical or administrative work, with specialized

experience in purchasing a variety of materials and services.

• Experience with computer databases, for the maintenance of procurement records.

• Fluency in English.

Interested and qualified candidates should send their application along with the curriculum vitae to the

- Operations Officer, UNICEF Sana’a, P.O. Box 725, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen. Applications received

after 16 of May 2007 will not be considered. Only the short-listed candidates will be contacted.

UNICEF encourages qualified women candidates to apply. UNICEF is a non-smoking

environment.

UNICEF YEMEN
P.O. Box 725

SANAʼA, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
TEL: (967.1) 211 400
FAX: (967.1) 206 092

By Saeed  Al-Batati

albatati88@yahoo.com 
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he gray –haired Ali retires

to bed daily at 11PM.

Before falling asleep, he

reclines on two sleek

stones which he uses as a

pillow for his head. The mattress of the

bed is a piece of plain cardboard.

Mr.Ali always lies on the sidewalk

along the main street of Mukalla.

Routinely, Mr. Ali smokes cigarette

before retiring to bed. Yemen Times

visited Ali on his side walk before he

hit the sheets.

Mr.Ali  was in Taiz before he came

to Hadramout.  He heard of the vast

numbers of potential opportunities in

Hadramout.  He first arrived and

worked in Mukalla, however finding

any accommodation was the bane of

his stay.  He works throughout the day

and at night he sleeps on the pavement.

"No one wants to rent his house or flat

to us. They say that they don't rent

houses to workers," he said.

Mr. Ali lavished praise on those who

made the streets their bed - "Those who

sleep on the street are happy-go-lucky.

They enjoy both stability and security".

At night, container vehicles shake

the ground when they pass but they

never wake up    Mr.Ali. "Cars pass in

the street. They never disturb me and I

never disturb them," he stated

For Ahmed Mansour who came with

Ali, sleeping in the street is a heavy

cross to bear. "If we don’t sleep in the

street, then where do you want us to

sleep?" he wondered.  "People

here only rent their houses to

families. We can't bring our

families to Hadramout

because we can't make ends

meat.”    

Rain always brings trouble

for the workers  “Last years’

heavy rains forced us to take

shelter under houses’ bal-

conies" said one the homeless

workers.

They murmured about the

negligence of the cleaning

workers “The streets are

filthy. They leave garbage bar-

rels out for a long time but

when somebody important

visits Mukalla, they clean the

streets down” said another

worker while resting his head

on a brick.

Ahmed is another person

from Taiz. He described him-

self as a bird. “I work in many

neighborhoods of Mukalla

and at night I come back to my

nest. We are destined to live

such life."

Another individual who

hails from Mukalla claimed

that he was the breadwinner of

a very large family.

According to Ahmed, at night,

he has two options -  either to pay 70

Rials per night to sleep in an apart-

ment, or to sleep on the pavements.

"Sleeping in the street is the best option

since we can sleep for free".

To protect himself from mosquitoes,

Ahmed sets up a mosquito net every-

day. 

The young man seemed to be con-

tent with his life and thinks that the life

of the rich is not meant for him.

"Health is wealth. Although we are

penniless, we think we are better off

than those who have millions but spend

their nights tossing and turning. We fall

asleep as soon as our heads hit our pil-

lows”.

Roused by the bites of mosquito

swarms, the electrician Ali Saleh

couldn't sleep a wink - "when I cover

my body I swelter and when I remove

the sheet, the mosquitoes sting me. I

sleep for half an hour and then stay

awake for an hour."

Mr.Saleh suggested the provision of

caravans to solve the problem of the

homeless workers. For these they could

pay a peppercorn rent. "In Saudi

Arabia, they build motels for the work-

ers”.

The workers who have been inter-

viewed by the Yemen Times are how-

ever just the tip of the iceberg.

Hundreds of those who come to

Hadramout for work lie down in the

streets, even in the dog days of

Mukalla or Seiyun.

The phenomenon can be detected

clearly if anyone takes a stroll down-

town in the city during the night or in

the early hours of the morning.

After getting up, the workers throw

their beds (cartons, bricks, stones) all

over the place.

These people who sleep on the pave-

ments have exasperated shop and

building owners in Mukalla and other

places in Hadramout.

‘Snow Cream’ is a four-star place

located in the heart of the city. The

sides of the building were paved with

very expensive tiles and the people

who frequent the place are predomi-

nantly wealthy.  The receptionist told

the Yemen Times that he had exhausted

all possibilities to clear the pavements

of the sleepers - "I warned them many

times not to take a nap on our doorstep,

but they simply disappear and then

come back."

Al-Muhshar Exchange Company

erected a metal fence around the place

in order to keep the sleepers off the

pavements.

On the other hand, the landlords say

that it is the workers mischief-making

putting a blot on their character "Most

of the workers, especially those who

come from the north governorate of the

country, don't pay their key money on

time and they always stalling for time."  

The house-owners also explained

that the tenants usually leave the hous-

es in a poor condition; "They throw qat

leaves in the corridors. We sometimes

ask them to vacate the house even

before the end of their tenancy."

Inborn tendency 

Commenting on the phenomenon,

Abu Sallam, a university lecturer from

Hadramout, noted that Yemenis in gen-

eral don't like to live in ease and com-

fort “They have a disposition towards

living in hard times .It is not true that

those who sleep in the street are

embroiled in such situations. They

have the financial ability to stay in a

hotel if they just saved 250 Riyals from

the money they spend on qat."

However, from even a quick glance

at the streets of Mukalla during the

afternoon, one can draw the conclusion

that the hardship-seekers are ready to

live in the street but not ready to aban-

don qat.   

Having traveled a long distance to find

work in Mukalla, paying for rent may be

a luxury that many workers cannot

afford, priority is for the hungry mouths

back home.

Comfort may not be a priority, but a good night sleep must be mosquito-free at least.
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VACANT POSITION
A leading trading company is seeking to hire a General

Manager/Project Manager in the field of

telecommunication business. Candidate to have he

following qualifications:

• A University degree in business (MBA

preferable),

• Work experience not less than 5 years (preferable

in the telecommunication sector),

• Not to be more than45 years,

• Fluent in both Arabic and English,

• Leadership personality; has the ability to manage

40 employees.

Candidates to send their CVs to fax: 01-326732

or email: kaalghil2@y.net.ye

Sidewalks: Home for the Homeless
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About Spot Image
Spot Image is the worldwide 

distributor of geographic 
information products and services 
derived from the Spot Earth 
observation satellites.

Spot Image also distributes 
complementary optical and 
radar data acquired by other 
satellites offering low to very high 
resolution images. Spot Image was appointed by CNES as 
sole commercial operator of the SPOT satellites, the fi rst of 
which was placed in orbit in 1986.

Spot Image acquires the SPOT data through a receiving 
station at its premises In Toulouse and via a network of partner 
stations around the world. Spot Image is the fi rst European 
supplier of satellite data to have been awarded ISO 9001:2000 
certifi cation. This includes the design, production and sales of 
geographic information products, systems and services based 
on satellite data and is a guarantee of high quality services.

Spot image provides also elevation and 3D products 
data, and has already the whole coverage of Yemen in high 
resolution with 3D data.

About GEOTech Yemen
As the SPOT Image distributor and the fi rst and experienced 

GIS, GPS and Remote Sensing solutions provider in Yemen, 
we are able to offer clients leading solutions that quickly 
and effi ciently manage their data and turn it into powerful 
geographic information.

Our goals is to achieve the integration of spatial data into 
decision making through end user applications with embedded 
GIS Technology.

GEOTech implies dynamic information Technology 
Company that specializes in providing GIS Solutions, and has 
a various of services such as GPS and GIS data collections, 
electronic dynamic survey, Navigation Systems, Geo-
marketing, GIS projects design and implementations, training 
and consultancy.

O r g a n -

ized by the 

Yemeni Cent-

er for Remote 

Sensing, and 

the Geograph-

ic Information 

Systems De-

partment of 

the Ministry of Communications and 

Information Technology, in collabora-

tion with the French Satellite Imaging 

company Spot-Image, A symposium 

was held last week in Movenpic Hotel 

in Sana’a, in order to discuss the need-

ed for Satellite Imaging and the need 

for such services in various sectors in 

Yemen for the sustainable develop-

ment of the Country, such as sensing 

water resources, geological surveys, 

Oil and Gas, Marine applications, De-

fense and Security, among other uses.

Attended by the undersecretary 

of Telecommunications and Informa-

tion Technology Ministry  Mr. Yassin 

Mahmoud Ali, and undersecretary of 

Water resources Ministry Mr. Moham-

med Al-Hamdi; the symposium started 

with a presentation by the Yemeni 

Center for Remote Sensing, which il-

lustrated how advanced the Technol-

ogy of Satellite imaging has become, 

in turn providing more value-added 

services for humanity.

The Magaing Director of GEO-

Tech Ltd., Mr. AbdulKhaleg Al-Qa-

saily has indicated that GIS – Spatial 

data Technology – today is the knowl-

edge required to act and decide in all 

life aspects, and in Yemen with the 

undergoing development in all sec-

tors would need such technologies 

and services that would help in plan-

ning and management in many fi elds, 

starting from electronic data collection 

and surveying, build GIS systems for 

many organizations, manage plans and 

projects, support decision making.

The Regional Sales Director   for 

Spot Image, has indicated that his 

company has held talks with the previ-

ous minister of Communications and 

Information System, during an offi -

cial visit to France last year, and have 

discussed areas of cooperation which 

has resulted in holding this seminar in 

order to educate the government of-

fi cials, the business community and 

the general public on the many uses 

and the advantages of Satellite imag-

ing which can prove benefi cial to the 

country.

He said that the objective of the 

workshop is to show how remote sens-

ing can be the foundation layer for 

many types of applications, stating 

that satellite imagery is a very valu-

able tool with many uses for develop-

ing the country, which are being used 

by many others countries for various 

purposes, was it agriculture, Telecom-

munications, land management and 

civil works, Oil and Gas, military or 

any other purpose.

Undersecretary of the Telecommu-

nications and Information Technology 

has stated that the Ministry has estab-

lished the Yemeni Center for Remote 

Sensing because of its understanding 

of the importance of Satellite imag-

ing for the different sectors within the 

country, adding that the ministry has 

a vision of introducing the concept of 

satellite imaging to various govern-

ment agencies which are bound to use 

this technology to benefi t the country.

Spot Image
Products & Soltuions 

Applications for Satellite 

imaging are endless in Yemen

Mr. Yassin Mahmoud

Undersecratary of 

Telecom. Ministry

Mr. Jean-Francoius 

Gouyet

Regional Sales Manager

Spot Image

Eng. Abdulkhaliq 

Al-Qasaliy 

Managing Director

GEOTech Yemen

Mr. AbdulRahman 

Al-Misbahi

Chairman - YCRS

Address: Sara Tower, Hadda St., P.O. Box: 4471, Sana’a, Yemen, Tel: +967-1-503908/9  

                      Fax: +967-1-506003  Mobile:777412444   - Email: geotec@y.net.ye   Website: www.geotech-sl.com

By: Rasha Jarhum

jarhum@gmail.com

TT
he Women’s National

committee (WNC) spon-

sored by OXFAM – GB

(Yemen), and under the

patronage and attendance

of his Excellency Dr Abdulsalam Al-

Joffy- Minister of Education held on 30

of April 2007 a workshop to share the

findings on an evaluation study of the

progress in implementation of the first

year of the Third Five Year Plan for

Development and Eradicating Poverty

2006-2010. The study  focused  on the

Education component, and more

specifically, the objectives which aim

at raising the acceptance and enrolment

rates of females in Primary Education

and increasing the number of female

teachers in rural areas. In particular, the

study selected the components of the

implementation of the construction of

female schools as well as female teach-

ers’ employment during the year 2006

in three governorates that were chosen

according to the high rates of girls’

enrolment. Those are Taiz, Abyan, and

Haggah governorates. 

The study revealed that in most

cases there was a gap between what

was planned to be implemented and

what was actually implemented, the

latter being lower than the proposed

objective. It was found that only 58%

of schools were constructed and 38%

of new classrooms were added. The

study also drew upon a huge gap

between what the districts indicated as

their need for female teachers to what

was actually hired, as the female teach-

ers recruited accounted for only 14%.

The results also showed a lack of coor-

dination between the different authori-

ties on the national and local level. In

addition, the need for a systematic

process of evaluation, follow-up, and

monitoring was suggested in order to

unify information, increase the reliabil-

ity of data and avoid redundancy. The

study concluded that if there are no

positive actions taken to correct the

deviation in implementing the plan, the

millennium development goal towards

education for all in 2015 will never be

reached in time. 

Ms Hooria Mashour, Vice-

Chairperson of WNC, stated to Yemen

Times that this study is valuable to

WNC as it has come to serve as the

soul purpose of the committee, a pur-

pose which was identified in the estab-

lishment decree for the committee to

be the governmental body to create

policies targeting women’s develop-

ment, making sure they are reflected in

the implementation plans of the com-

petent implementing bodies, and then

to follow up and evaluate the imple-

mentation of those policies. She also

expressed her hopes for the recommen-

dations of the study to be taken under

consideration by the Ministry of

Education and for corrective actions to

be taken. She also noted the impor-

tance of the evaluation process to all

the components in the Third Fifth Plan

regarding female development and

thanked OXFAM-GB for their spon-

sorship to the evaluation of the

Education Component and called upon

other donors to sponsor other compo-

nents such as Health, Economic

Participation, Political

Participation…etc. 

In addition, Dr Abdullah Ba-Sahai,

the Country Program Manager of

OXFAM-GB (Yemen), ensured the

willingness of OXFAM to continue

sponsoring and funding the evaluation

process for the Education Component

in the Third Fifth Plan during the

implementation years of the plan

which end in 2010. He further elabo-

rated that this study presents the suc-

cesses, failures, and difficulties

acquired in the first year of the plan for

WNC and the Girls’ Education Sector

in the Ministry of Education, to follow-

up the input indicators, compare them

to the output indicators, and take the

necessary actions to resolve any failure

on time. 

His Excellency, Dr Al-Joffy, stated

that the evaluation and follow-up

process has become vital in his min-

istry and that for the first time in the

history of the ministry an Annual

Revision has been held for two years

now and participated in by the min-

istry, donors, education authorities in

governorates, civil society, and local

administrations. He also extended the

invitation to WNC to participate and to

share the results of this study and to be

taken under consideration in the Third

Meeting of the Annual Revision to be

held on 7-9th May 2007. He also

emphasized the importance of girls’

education as it represents a basic

necessity and the key for human devel-

opment. He further indicated that this

issue does not only represent an inter-

national obligation committed by sign-

ing international conventions or a

requirement to meeting donors

demands, but it also represents a

national, social, and humanitarian

necessity. 

He then elaborated some of the

efforts that have been done to encour-

age girls’ education such as the estab-

lishment of a special sector for Girls’

Education and the issuing of a decree

to cancel school education fees for

girls from grade 1-9 which is consid-

ered part of social participation. He

also indicated that 95000 girls were

selected according to poverty rates,

girls’ enrolment rates and female stu-

dents’ percentage of the

population...etc to be beneficiaries to

the International Food Programme. He

also stated that in order to spread pri-

mary education among girls, they initi-

ated widespread school establishment

in the form of One-Classroom Schools

in many villages where high popula-

tion rates existed in rural areas.  This

was aimed at eliminating the school

distance from residence obstacle. He

also noted that they found that water

sources also represent an obstacle for

girls’ education as most of the time

girls are not allowed to go to school

because they are needed to bring water

to their homes from far places and so

the ministry submitted a report to the

Ministry of Water and demanded a tar-

geting of those rural places to benefit

from water and rural development

projects. 

Furthermore, his Excellency

revealed that they are considering the

feminisation of primary education as

research revealed that female teachers

performance in primary grades are

more positive statistically than the per-

formance of their male counterparts.

Hence, his Excellency stated that they

are studying the scope of feminising

the management and staff of schools. 

Furthermore, Ms Khadiga Radman,

Consultant of Education Minister in

the Technical Office, commented that

the study had an overlap and inconsis-

tencies with data at the central and

decentralized level, which, indicate a

lack of communication and coordina-

tion mechanisms between the General

Department of Planning, governorates,

and districts levels. She also elaborated

that this problem is accounted for in the

future plans of the Ministry of

Education to establish such a mecha-

nism. She also stated that it is impor-

tant to involve the local authority,

which is the supervisory and monitor-

ing body to the level of implementation

to have a role in the planning process

and identification of the actual require-

ments in regards to schools construc-

tion, school locating, and female

employment.  There is a prevalent cul-

ture in some quarters to

determine a high percent-

age of unrealistic require-

ments on the account that

they will eventually be

reduced.  In terms of

resolving the female

employment issue that the

study proposed by recruit-

ing secondary school

female graduates from the

same areas that are in

demand for teachers, Ms

Radman stated that it is a

vital role of the Local Authority to pro-

vide training and incentives in coordi-

nation with the Ministry of Education.

Ms Tahani Al Khaiba – Gender

Consultant at OXFAM –GB (Yemen),

stated to the Yemen Times that this

study comes as a signal to draw atten-

tion to what is wrong and accordingly

initiate efforts to resolve those issues in

time to reach the required objectives,

and place the Plan back on track. She

further elaborated that this study is

beneficial for the WNC to increase

their experience and help them in the

evaluation process for the coming

years of the Plan, as well as beneficial

to the Ministry of Education as such

evaluations will help them keep the

implementation process moving in the

right direction and hence enhance its

performance.

Evaluation of the Education Component in the Third five-year national plan reveals:

We are far behind the plan

H.E. Dr. Al-Jawfi: “ We are consid-

ering the feminization of Basic

Primary Education.

The debate was most con-

structive, due to involve-

ment of most stakehold-

ers as well as government

officials

In spite of the importance of the workshop, representitives of the World Bank, UNDP and

UNFPA and several involved Yemeni civil society members did not attend the workshop.
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role of an observer of
what they write, they lose
much of the core contents
represented by credibility,
self-satisfaction, and free-
dom. Consequently, the
pen becomes similar to an
instrument for drawing sounds without
souls while the ink turns into merely a
color to mark the frequencies of sounds
on a white space. 

When journalism turns into a group
of Sofism paths, it riskily harms its sur-
vival. Further, it becomes separated
from the daily life and avoids criticiz-
ing different phenomena concerned
with the everyday life, resulting in slim
difference between profession of the
journalist and his favourable mask,
which makes him enthusiastic to
defend ethics of the noble profession. 

In the developing countries, there is
no remarkable difference among the
various press forms in terms of the gen-
eral content. Even if there is a slim dif-
ference, it is in the fashion when media
institutions introduce the most modern
printing techniques for the sake of futile

contents that fail to com-
pensate for the cost.
Additionally, introducing
such printing techniques
is considered to reflect
development and
advancement of press.  

The lack of establish-
ing authentic journalistic
traditions embodies the
concept of the modern
civil community in a way

confusing between the official newspa-
pers, press printings, and journalists, on
the one hand, and street vendors on the
other. 

Imitating the form that dominated
some of the mental faculties, which
found themselves in a face-to-face
position with illusive materialistic
facilities, the content was merely a mix-
ture, the ingredients of which can be
provided via attracting various writers. 

Several people believe that journal-
ism means writing and has no job
description of its own like other careers
of deep human contents, as well as
wills and responsibilities grown by
reading, writing, and integrating in dif-
ferent areas of journalism. 

Writing is a creative intellectual
work that helps the writer earn reputa-
tion and respect in his surroundings. It

also makes him able to depict the prob-
lems, sufferings of the daily life so as to
explain them in expressive words. 

Again, Journalism is not only writ-
ing. Rather, it is an activity and a career
with its own privacy. We cannot call a
great writer a journalist while he is
engaged in other job, or to give him
another job title while he doesn’t occu-
py a professional prestige at any press
or media institution. 

The writer considers writing a cre-
ative and intellectual effort and not a
profession. Besides, other great writers,
who covered huge events, such as the
World War II, were called correspon-
dents of military media means, which
were publishing their news, report
investigations, and stories. Ultimately,
they were named writers. 

The journalistic writing is merely a
description and elaboration in the form
of intensive and direct statements with-
out any need for the symbol, particular-
ly in the modern journalism. The press
in the developing countries is exposed
to terrible threat standing in their way
while attempting to compensate for its
main tasks and get closer toward the
daily issues of people. All these prob-
lems don’t reflect the significance of
these publications to defend their sur-
vival and the human role they play. But
being remiss and careless about their
duties, journalists and media institu-
tions find themselves engaged in con-
flicts with each other. 

The press and publication law in any
country often reflects development and
advancement of journalism, printing
and publication. In total contrast, the
firm laws restrict the production of
media while media syndicates and
unions turn to be loyalists with their
regimes. 

Historically, “press  freedom” is
known as such because it was printers
and newspapers that fought for this
right which nowadays refers to media
in general. It is a right that goes beyond
an individual’s freedom of expression,
much as it is also built upon that right.

In many places, it is privately-owned
newspapers that continue this quest or
help preserve victories against power-
ful forces who are sensitive to certaint
information becoming public. The
question be addressed here is the extent
to which the battleground of press free-
dom today has a new frontier that
incorporates cyberspace. This also
entails taking stock of the main forces
in the realm of new media, and indeed
whether old and new media are even on
the same side in respect of this new
arena. There are also questions of tools,
tactics and issues in the contest for and
against “press freedom” in this non-tra-
ditional environment. 

Ismail Al-Ghabri is a Senior Yemeni

journalist, working in Yemen Times for

almost 14 years.
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Thank you for a quality article

DD
r Saadaldeen Talib, thank you for writing about the social and political

history of Hadramaut.  Thank you for writing to the young Yemenis and

to the world to know our nation better. Those who immigrated has

influenced the world. Those in Asia revitalize their culture wherever they go. 

In general, Yemen depended mostly on its people and its migrants to support

economical developments and that they often come back home. They do not

forget to contact and remember their land and their families. 

I love Hadramaut songs, accent, and I love their honesty.  I wish that we have

some good contacts in all their adapted countries: Such as Asia-Indonesia,

India, and Europe in order to encourage them to promote the Arab-Yemeni cul-

ture there. They also need the government's help in that regard, and we should

keep pushing to make it a reality.

Al-Gumaee Shafika

Email: wailusa@yahoo.com
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“B“B
oy, is Moslem blood cheap!”
said Monassar, as he sifted
through the newspaper.
“What makes you say that,
Ali?”  Monassar's wife asked

as she brought him some cake and coffee.
“Oh, I see lunch is going to be late today!  Why the

cake so close to lunchtime?”  Returning back to the
topic at hand, Monaassar continued:  “Look at all the
wars that are occurring in the world today.  You will
find that most of them are in the Moslem world.  Isn't
Islam supposed to be the religion of peace?”  asked
Monassar, in wonderment after letting his wife know that he would rather have his
lunch than a piece of cake.

“Sorry about the late lunch, but you only brought the groceries just half an hour
ago, remember?  The sad part about these wars you mention is that many of them
are carried out by Moslems against Moslems.  Surely this is not in keeping with
Islamic principles.”  Farida said, as she sat on the sofa, near her husband, trying
to see what her husband was reading, adding:  “Wouldn't it be better if you tried
to help our son find a job, before he gets any idea of joining the Army to make an
'honest living'?”.  

Monassar was quick with his response:  “Oh no, my dear, my son is not going
into the Army to help out in this madness in Sa'ada, where Yemenis are killing
each other needlessly, just so some cutthroat war merchants can continue bleed-
ing the Yemeni Government treasury.  With his degree, he should be able to get a
job easily, since there are very few in Yemen with his technical expertise.  But I
will veto any idea of joining our armed forces.  Besides, they got enough merce-
naries around to do the Government's dirty job, with all the unemployed people
around the country.”  

“Look, Monassar, shouldn’t the Government make sure that people do not take
the law into their own hands and decide to take up arms against the Government,
whenever they feel like it?' his wife was trying to uphold the Government's  case
in the War in Sa'ada.

Monassar was not finding cause to be sympathetic to the Government:  “Sorry,
Farida, but this is one war that simply does not make sense.  Why should thou-
sands of people die, just to make sure that nobody hurts the feelings of Uncle Sam
or Uncle Olmert?  If those people want to shout 'Death to America, death to Israel',
they might have a case there.  Look at all the havoc that these two countries have
caused throughout the world.  How many Moslems have these tow countries
killed or are directly or indirectly responsible for their killing?  Look at the mad-
ness in Iraq!  Who is all that monstrous shedding of blood for?  Surely Islam is
innocent of it.  But for Israel and their American sponsors, it does not matter if the
whole Moslem World is wiped out of the map.  Why is Mr. Bush so adamant on
seeking a military confrontation with Iran? Why is America keeping quite about
the many hundreds of civilians that are dying in Sa'ada, when they can see that
this has nothing to do with the so called 'War on Terror'? Yes, then these people in
Sa'ada are only expressing their disgust at all this maniacal behavior by two sup-
posedly morally inspired nations:  the United States and Israel.  How can the
Salafis, who are fighting on the side of the Government now be considered as
bona fide citizens of good standing, when the entire world knows that the so called
terror that is rampant throughout the world emanates from the likes of these reli-
gious ignoramuses?  Is it not time to really start calling a spade a spade?”  

Farida tried to assure him that the Government has not lost its marbles in
Sa'ada:  “My dear Monassar, you know that there is a lot of political arithmetic
involved in the Sa'ada War, some inspired by the local political scene, while some
other emanates from regional or international considerations.  

Monassar was not convinced:  “Political considerations or not, the blood of
those proud Sa'ada Yemeni citizens is just as valuable as the blood of the people
from Sanhan, Hashid, Barat or any of the tribes that the Government can count on
for the rolls of mercenaries it needs to impose its will on the people of Yemen?
Isn't it tragic that there has to be now some 5,000 deaths and some 5,000 families
or so without homes for the expression of a slogan that could never have reached
the US Embassy in Sana'a, let alone the State Department in Washington.  As afar
as I know, there is not one decent true believing Moslem anywhere in the world,
who would not demand for justice to be done in Iraq and Palestine.  That is real-
ly the crux of the matter isn't it?”

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more
than 20 years.

By:Hassan Al-Haifi

Cheap Blood
By: Rashad Al-Shara’abi 
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will discuss what I am asked to
do in the form of an essay or a
journalistic report in a way
having no relation with the
scientific standards followed by

researchers. I am going to discuss the
state of Yemeni press and press
freedoms, along with the surrounding
environment in a neutral and objective
manner. I will introduce my definition
of the professional and good
journalism in my simple method and
through my experience that doesn’t
exceed 10 years. During these years, I
erased all the definitions introduced by
those holding high degrees but are not
engaged in the profession. 

As far as I am concerned, the
professional and good journalism is the
one that defends the rights of citizens
and human beings to obtain the
information they desire in an easy way
without chains or obstacles. Also, it
should defend citizens’ rights to
express their opinions though different
they are. Performance has to be in line
with the well-known standards in the
profession of the press, away from
restrictions and bans, be they
legislative, social or religious, as the
journalist perform his/her duty and
mission in the required way without
chains or restrictions except for values
of the profession. Nobody observes
performance of the journalist except
for his/her own conscience and faith in
the necessity of exploring facts,
helping the oppressed whose rights are
abused, defending them and facing

corruption and oppression that abuse
rights and violate freedoms. 

The professional and good
journalism works hard to enable
human beings reach and obtain the
information easily and allow them a
chance to express their opinions. This
journalism should invent the attractive
means and methods for its readers and
give them a chance to entertain, as well
as to reflect the clear picture of what is
going on and what is happening in their
communities or the other communities.
In the meantime, journalists should not
submit to extortion and directions or
orders to serve particular interests or
attitudes of the government or the
opposition. 

Meeting the two conditions of
professional and good journalism is
not limited to what has been mentioned
earlier, as journalism has a great role to
play while journalists shoulder a
greater responsibility. It is considered
the fourth authority and the profession
of hardships. It should discuss the
concerns and problems of journalists,
as well as their expectations and hopes
for journalism to be one of sources
concerned with resolving issues of its
workers and helping them reach their
sought ambitions. In addition,
journalism may be a means for treating
diseases and suggesting solutions and
awareness methods in various health,
social, personal and economic areas. 

Good and professional journalism
has a vital role in providing people
with information and transferring the
process of decision taking from
subjective impressions into objective

facts. By this, it makes out of the
different viewpoints evidence for
dialogue and diverse negotiations, and
works hard to obtain information and
offer them to its readership in an
independent and neutral manner. In the
meantime, reporters, correspondents
and all those working for media
institutions have to care for objectivity,
consider the public needs, publish real
facts and confront totalitarianism and
totalitarian visions. They should
enhance the culture of accepting
diversity and difference by being
liberal and open to everyone without
any partiality

It is known to everyone that
journalism emerged in Yemen at the
very beginning the last century as a
mission and means of information. It
paid closer attention to the concerns of
Yemenis before its counterparts did in
the Arabian Peninsula. Journalism
played a prominent role nationwide,
particularly in Aden City, which
remained under the British Occupation
until 1967. But, as an industry, art,
profession, career, liberty, influence
and probably an authority, journalism
is still living an infancy stage under the
umbrella of young democracy
experienced in Yemen. Yemen is one of
the few countries characterized by
young democracy, however, its
democratic experience excelled that of
other Arab countries, particularly the
Gulf states. Yemen’s democracy has its
own laws that ensure rights and
liberties with all their different types,
mainly the freedom of expression and
press freedom. 

For nearly 3 decades, following the
26 September Revolution in 1962 in
the north and the entire independence
in the south in 1967, journalism in
Yemen remained one of the means
controlled by the totalitarian regimes
of the two parts of the country. Both
regimes exploited journalism as a
means to promote their policies and
ideologies. When the two parts of
Yemen merged into one in 1990, the
unified state’s constitution and law
stipulated the establishment of a
democratic political regime based on
party pluralism. The new state paid
closer attention to improving human
rights state in the country, as well as
ensuring public freedoms, mainly the
freedom of expression and press. The
country experienced a distinctive move
in the establishment of political parties,
civil community organizations and
media institutions. 

It is difficult to say that journalism in
Yemen has no influence on the daily
life of people, as it turned into a haven
for the oppressed and those suffering
human rights abuses and public
freedom violations. With the
emergence of independent and
professional media, in addition to the
electronic journalism that appeared
over the pat few years, the press
influence increased and expanded.
Journalism had stronger presence,
however, its returns don’t meet its
spending demands nor were these
returns enough to raise workers’
salaries and improve their living
standards. 
Source: Nasspress.net

Unlimited freedom scope amid
poverty, illiteracy and oppression

Letters to the Editor

Security
chaos

Occupation

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

Journalism: Between profession and mimicry
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n ideology which holds

that people from differ-

ent cultures must live in

separate communities

within a country, should

not take an interest in each other and

must not criticise each other is both

wrong and unworkable. Of course, mul-

ticulturalism’s more thoughtful advo-

cates never imagined that a cultural

community could or should substitute

for a political community. They

believed that so long as everyone abid-

ed by the law, it was not necessary for

citizens to have a single hierarchy of

values. 

The ideal of multiculturalism at home

was echoed with an ideology of cultur-

al relativism abroad, especially in the

1970’s and 1980’s. This evolved

stealthily into a form of moral racism

which held that white Europeans

deserved liberal democracy but that

people of different cultures had to wait

for it. African dictators might do dread-

ful things but somehow they did not

meet with condemnation from many

European intellectuals, for criticism

implied cultural arrogance. 

The Netherlands, where I was born,

has perhaps been divided by the debate

over multiculturalism more than any

other country. The murder of the film-

maker Theo van Gogh two and a half

years ago by an Islamist assassin has

incited a wrenching debate about the

country’s entrenched culture of toler-

ance and easy access for asylum-seek-

ers. 

Long before the arrival of Muslim

guest workers in the 1960’s and 1970’s

Dutch society was in a sense ‘multicul-

tural’ in that it was already organised

into Protestant, Catholic, liberal and

socialist “pillars,” each with its own

schools, hospitals, TV stations, papers

and political parties. When guest work-

ers from Morocco and Turkey became

de facto immigrants, some began to

champion the creation of an additional

Muslim pillar. 

But at the moment that multicultural-

ism’s advocates were making this sug-

gestion, Dutch society was undergoing

a dramatic transition. With seculariza-

tion taking hold, the traditional pillars

began to break down. 

Moreover, fierce attacks on Muslims

started to come from people who, raised

in deeply religious families, had turned

into radical leftists in the 1960’s and

1970’s. From defining themselves as

anti-colonialists and anti-racists –

champions of multiculturalism -- they

have become fervent defenders of so-

called Enlightenment values against

Muslim orthodoxy. These people feared

the comeback of religion; that the

Protestant or Catholic oppressiveness

they knew first-hand might be replaced

by equally oppressive Muslim codes of

conduct. 

But their turn away from multicultur-

alism is not what prevented the emer-

gence of a “Islamic” pillar in Dutch

society. The main problem with this

idea was that people from Turkey,

Morocco, and the Arab countries, some

deeply religious and some quite secular,

and all with perceptible animosities

towards each other, would never have

agreed on what should constitute such a

pillar. 

In any case, it is now too late to cre-

ate such a pillar. With the earlier pillars

having collapsed, the emergence of a

new one would bring about a situation

where an increasingly integrated major-

ity would be negotiating with a minori-

ty, thus perpetuating its isolation in the

process. 

Whether Europeans like it or not,

Muslims are part of Europe. Many will

not abandon their religion, so

Europeans must learn to live with them

and with Islam. Of course, this will be

easier if Muslims come to believe that

the system also works to their benefit.

Liberal democracy and Islam are recon-

cilable. Indonesia’s current political

transition from dictatorship to democra-

cy, although no unqualified success,

shows that this is achievable. 

Even if all of Europe’s Muslims were

Islamists – which is a far cry from real-

ity – they could not threaten the

Continent’s sovereignty and, by the

same token, its laws and Enlightenment

values. Of course, there are groups to

which Islamism appeals. The children

of immigrants, born in Europe, sense

they are not fully accepted in the coun-

try where they grew up, but neither do

they feel a special bond with their par-

ent’s native country. Islamism, besides

offering them an answer to the question

why they do not feel happy with the

way they live, gives them a sense of

their self-worth and a great cause to die

for. 

In the end, the only thing that can

truly damage European values is

Europe’s response to its non-Muslim

majority. Fear of Islam and of immi-

grants could lead to the adoption of

non-liberal laws. By defending

Enlightenment values in a dogmatic

way Europeans will be the ones who

undermine them. 

Our laws prohibiting incitement to

violence and insulting people for rea-

sons of their religion are sufficient.

Further constraints on freedom of

speech – such as anti-blasphemy laws

or, indeed, those laws that make

Holocaust denial punishable – go too

far. 

But this doesn’t mean that we should

not weigh our words with care. We

should distinguish carefully between

different kinds of Islam, and not con-

fuse violent revolutionary movements

with mere religious orthodoxy.

Insulting Muslims simply on the basis

of their faith is foolish and counterpro-

ductive, as is the increasingly popular

notion that we must make sweeping

pronouncements as to the superiority of

“our culture.” For such dogmatism

undermines scepticism, the questioning

of all views, including one’s own,

which was and is the fundamental fea-

ture of the Enlightenment. 

The trouble today is that

Enlightenment values are sometimes

used in a very dogmatic way against

Muslims. They have become in fact a

form of nationalism – “our values” have

been set against “their values.” The rea-

son for defending Enlightenment values

is that they are based on good ideas, and

not because they are “our culture.” To

confuse culture and politics in this way

is to fall into the same trap as the multi-

culturalists. 

And it has serious consequences. If

we antagonize Europe’s Muslims

enough we will push more people into

joining the Islamist revolution. We must

do everything to encourage Europe’s

Muslim to become assimilated in

European societies. It is our only hope. 

Ian Buruma Author of Bad Elements:

Chinese Rebels From Los Angeles to

Beijing. Source: Project Syndicate.
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TT
he new president of

France, be it Nicolas

Sarkozy or Ségolène

Royal, will face a tough

challenge when it comes

to putting the French economy back on

its feet. While the world economy is

booming for the fourth consecutive

year, with a historically unprecedented

growth rate of about 5%, the French

economy is limping. In 2006, it grew

by only 2.2%, while growth rates of

only 2.1% and 1.9% can be expected

for 2007 and 2008, respectively,

according to a recent forecast by the

German Economic Research Institutes.

This is significantly below the average

of the old EU countries for these three

years – 2.7%, 2.6%, and 2.4%, respec-

tively. 

France is currently one of Europe’s

laggards, only slightly ahead of Italy

and Portugal. Even Germany is per-

forming better. With a growth rate of

2.7%, the German economy clawed its

way back to the average of the old EU

countries in 2006, and it can be expect-

ed to grow at 2.4% in 2007 and 2008,

far faster than France. 

France’s meager growth is surpris-

ing. Until recently, the economy was

doing fairly well, outperforming many

EU countries. While Germany grew by

only 14% in the ten years from 1995 to

2005, ranking as Europe’s “vice-lag-

gard” next to Italy, France grew by

23.6%, which was nearly the old EU

countries’ average of 24.3%. In 2001,

France’s gross national income per

capita overtook that of Germany, and

is now 4% higher. And yet recent

growth figures seem to have reversed

this trend for the time being. 

French employment data has been

worrisome for even longer. In 2006,

France’s unemployment rate was

9.4%, a full percentage point higher

than Germany’s. By 2008, the French

rate can be expected to decline only to

8.2%, while German unemployment is

anticipated to fall to 6.3%. 

A similar pattern holds for public

debt. While Germany has resolved its

debt problem insofar as it no longer

violates the European Union’s

Stability and Growth Pact and can be

expected to have a balanced budget in

2008, the forecasts for France imply

deficits of 2.6% and 2.3% of GDP for

this year and 2008. If the boom in the

world economy falters, France will

again violate the Stability and Growth

Pact, as it did in 2002, 2003, and 2004. 

Why are France and Germany

behaving so differently during this

global boom? Among the potential

explanations, the dissimilar specializa-

tions of each country stand out. While

France has specialized in consumer

goods such as food and pharmaceutical

products, Germany is a leading

exporter of investment goods. As the

current boom in the world economy is

largely fueled by investment demand

rather consumption demand, only

Germany profits from it to full meas-

ure. 

Germany is the tool-shop of the

world, with 450 world market leaders

in niche products and another 500

companies in the top-three category.

Fifteen of the world’s 20 biggest trade

fairs (measured by indoor exhibition

space) are held in Germany, and the

country tops the list in world commod-

ity exports. Small wonder, then, that

Germany’s economy rockets when the

world’s demand for capital goods

soars. 

True, Germany has its share of prob-

lems. The country is gradually turning

into an industrial bazaar that is relocat-

ing its workbench to low-wage ex-

communist countries. This is one of

the reasons why the boom of 2006 was

incapable of creating additional jobs in

German manufacturing; why Germany

still has the OECD’s highest unem-

ployment among low-skilled workers;

and why aggregate full-time employ-

ment has not yet returned to its level in

2000. 

The French economy could be

slightly more stable in the medium

term insofar as it seems to have more

solid internal sectors. But Germany

definitely is partaking more of the cur-

rent boom than France does. 

Perhaps one French mistake was to

neglect its small and medium-size

firms and specialize too much on state-

controlled mega-companies. Airbus,

Renault, Crédit Lyonnais, and Alstom

are well-known examples of a mistak-

en industrial policy that has wasted

French taxpayers’ money – and that is

partly connected with the name

Sarkozy. 

The true problem for France is the

huge chunk of state-owned companies

that go through the motions without

being particularly successful in the

market. In France, 25% of dependent

employees work in the government

sector, compared with 19% in the old

EU and 12% in Germany. The French

government share in GDP is 54%,

while Germany’s is only 47%. 

In France, more than 7% of voters

cast their ballots for Trotskyite and

Communist candidates in the first

round of the presidential election,

while the Socialists, who received 27%

of the votes, are much more left-lean-

ing than Germany’s Social Democrats.

Dirigiste attitudes are more popular in

France than in most other European

countries. To the extent that these atti-

tudes may have led to a political sys-

tem in which small and medium-size

firms find it difficult to flourish, they

may have contributed to France’s

problems. 

It remains to be seen whether the

new French president will be able to

embark on a more promising course.

The odds are not good. Royal will do

nothing to increase the flexibility of

the French labor market so as to facili-

tate structural change and enable new

firms to be created, while Sarkozy is

likely to continue to support France’s

lumbering giants, as he as done so fre-

quently in the past. Sound policy

aimed at reviving the economy seems

beyond the grasp of both candidates. 

Hans-Werner Sinn is Professor of

Economics and Finance, University of

Munich, and President of the Ifo

Institute.  Copyright: Project

Syndicate, 2007.

By: Jihad el-Khazen 

AA
fire broke out at

George Bush's ranch in

Crawford and spread

to his private library.

The fire burned the

two books that were in the library

before the president was able to finish

coloring the pictures in them.

The above is intended as sarcasm

against George Bush's ignorance: he

entered and graduated from university

through nepotism and came to the

presidency through the same means.

Today, every time he reads a book, he

holds a press conference to announce

that he has read one.

It is a disaster to have an ignorant

president; it is even a bigger disaster

for an ignorant person to be the presi-

dent of the world. With regards to

George W. Bush in particular, the

greatest disaster is the  selection of

books he reads.

The latest I read about what the

president reads was in an article writ-

ten by neoconservative Irwin M.

Stelzer in the 'Weekly Standard', the

mouthpiece of the cabal, about a meet-

ing at the White House attended by

some extremists and British historian

Andrew Roberts, who proudly

declares himself 'extremely right-

wing'. Roberts' latest book is entitled:

'History of the English-Speaking

Peoples since 1900'.

In a meeting attended by Dick

Cheney and his cabal, the conversation

was about extremism, like his friends.

I don't believe that Bush understood

the dialogue, as was evidenced by his

support for neocon Norman

Podhoretz's rejection of Arthur

Koestler's conclusion that man is in a

battle between black and 'various

shades of gray'. The president said that

he does not 'feel any pressure', because

to him answers come from God. I say

that he feels no pressure because

insane people always feel at ease.

Stelzer said President Bush recom-

mended that those attending the

luncheon discussion read another

book, 'America Alone: The End of the

World as We Know It', by Canadian

neoconservative Mark Steyn, who

sometimes writes racist articles in the

London-based 'Daily Telegraph', of

which I cannot remember reading any

to the end.

This is not reading, but rather brain-

washing. President Bush does not look

for libraries in Washington DC to

choose what he can read, but someone

is choosing for him. He only reads

what the aspirants to the US Empire

and the neoconservatives from the

Likudist Jews, who favor Israel's inter-

est over the US', recommend.

Prominent US liberal writer Jim

Lobe reminded us in his article enti-

tled: 'Uh Oh, the President's Reading

Again' that in the summer of 2002,

Bush read the book 'Supreme

Command' by neoconservative histori-

an Eliot Cohen. It seems that the pres-

ident was impressed by the book to the

extent that Cohen has now become the

US State Department Counselor.

I wrote in 2004 that President Bush

read the book of the Russian, Jewish,

Israeli extremist Natan Sharansky:

'The Case for Democracy: The Power

of Freedom to Overcome Tyranny and

Terror'. This is what we all wish for, so

that the Palestinians get their freedom,

Israeli tyranny and terror are defeated

in the Palestinians' lands and

Sharansky returns to Russia. The book

was as ridiculous as the author is an

extremist racist against Arabs and

Muslims, particularly the Palestinians.

Nevertheless, the educated president

incorporated some of his ideas into his

2005 Inaugural Address that he later

recommended to the White House

staff.

Indeed, the title explains that the

book says what the president wants to

hear, but the reality in the Middle East

is that the Bush administration has

destroyed democracy's projects in the

region, after its poor performance in

Iraq became a model of failure, and

terrorism has risen throughout the

world while it is fighting it.

Any book of this kind is enough to

subject George W. Bush to brainwash-

ing, although he has already been

brainwashed by his religious ideas and

what he directly receives from 'above'.

Notwithstanding, Lobe said in his arti-

cle that during the Christmas holidays

later that year, Bush read 'Imperial

Grunts: The American Military on the

Ground' by Robert Kaplan, who is

another neoconservative extremist and

racist against Arabs and Muslims.

Kaplan's book is a flagrant incitement

against Muslims around the world and

an invitation to repress them by

American arms (I chose the word

"grunt" but "grumble", or "groan" or

"wail" could also do).

All of the above reminded me of

something I read about President

Bush's reading during last summer's

holiday. It included a book about J.

Robert Oppenheimer, the father of the

atomic bomb, a new biography of

Abraham Lincoln and the 'The

Stranger' by Albert Camus, which was

issued in 1946.

Does this novel explain the Virginia

Tech tragedy, where the worst single

massacre in American history was

committed? The novel is set in Algeria

during the days of the French occupa-

tion. It addresses unjustified violence

and its horrendous consequences. The

hero of the novel, Meursault, kills an

Arab by shooting him on the beach,

even though he does not know him

and was not subjected to anything

from the local Arabs that would justify

his violent reaction. He appears in the

novel as an alienated schizophrenic,

just like the Korean student in

Virginia.

Camus is trying to say that violence

can sometimes be a form of mental ill-

ness, a psychological case or a casual

whim that has nothing to do with plan-

ning or ideological commitments.

This could explain the violent

behavior of Cho Seung-Hui, who had

a disagreement with his girlfriend,

Emily Hilscher, and ended up killing

her and 30 other students and teachers,

before killing himself.

But the 'The Stranger' does not

explain the violent ideas promoted by

the American and Israeli warmongers

who brainwash George Bush with

their ideas. The crime here is not a

mere whim, but rather a plan that has

premeditatedly and deliberately been

brewed under the cloak of darkness.

I conclude with what I began my

column with: the president of any

country should be educated, but in

George Bush's case, I'd prefer for the

president to do nothing but play

computer games and watch baseball

games on television.

His real image was revealed when

he was notified of the terror attacks on

September 11, 2001, while he was

reading 'Pet Goat' to young students.

He continued reading, perhaps

because he was interested in knowing

the end of the story more than the

students were.

Source: Daralhayat.com

The strange death
of multiculturalism

Grumble, groan or wail

Job opportunities

A Drilling Company announce for the following

positions:
1-  Turner expert (2)

2-  Welder expert (2)

3-  Drilling expert (2)

4-  Electrician expert (1)

With the following conditions:

1-   Consider Institute certificate for the position 

(1&2)

2-   Consider University certificate for the position 

(3&4)

3-   Candidate must be not less than “B” grad in his 

certificate

4-   Yemeni national

5-   To have knowledge in English Language ((writing 

& speaking)

6 -  At least (10) years experience in same position

Those who have the above mentioned qualifications

can send their Curriculum Vitae + Institute or

University certificate + Experience certificate + Self

Picture to the following fax no:  01 207378 - Sana’a,

Republic of Yemen.

France’s path not taken

By: Ian Buruma

By: Hans-Werner Sinn
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By:  Etienne Wasmer

and Jakob von Weizsäcker

OO
n both sides of the

Atlantic, many view

economic globalization

as a threat to below-

average earners.

According to a recent poll by the

German Marshall Fund, majorities in

France, Germany, and the United States

favor maintaining existing trade barri-

ers, even if doing so hampers economic

growth. Clearly, the large net gains

from global economic integration are

not enough to convince those who have

lost their jobs and the many others who

feel at risk. 

The recently established European

Globalization Adjustment Fund (EGF)

is an EU-wide response to this chal-

lenge. The EGF can spend up to ¤500
million annually in EU member states

on workers affected by trade-induced

layoffs. But sharing the benefits of

globalization with the losers is tradi-

tionally regarded as a national responsi-

bility. For example, the inspiration for

the EGF, America’s Trade Adjustment

Assistance, introduced by the Kennedy

administration in 1962, is a purely

national scheme. Is EU involvement

really justified? 

The economic case for a European

globalization fund is that trade policy

has been delegated to the European

level, while Union members retain the

ability to block decisions. Consider the

hypothetical example of full trade liber-

alization in textiles, which would have

greatly asymmetric effects between,

say, Sweden, with hardly any textile

industry, and Portugal, with a substan-

tial one. Sweden would be a clear ben-

eficiary while Portugal would be hit

hard, owing to the large number of dis-

placed textile workers. 

The negative impact of such redun-

dancies is serious. OECD statistics

show that 40% to 50% of displaced

manufacturing workers in the EU15

remain without a job 24 months after

becoming unemployed. Around 30%

work in a job that pays less than the pre-

vious one. Only around one-quarter are

re-employed with a wage at or above

the previous level. 

Through the EGF, part of the cost

of helping displaced textile workers

would be borne by all EU countries,

thereby making wider trade liberaliza-

tion a more likely prospect. Although

Sweden, for example, would be a net

contributor to the EGF, it might well be

a net beneficiary of the arrangement as

a whole. In principle, a web of bilateral

transfer arrangements could achieve

such an unblocking of trade. In prac-

tice, however, such transfers hardly

ever take place, so the potential gains

from opening trade may fail to materi-

alize. 

Nevertheless, the EGF’s rules need to

be tightened, lest the scheme comes to

be regarded as a political gimmick. The

current setup leaves too much room for

discretion, as neither necessary nor suf-

ficient conditions for aid are clearly

spelled out. This will expose the EGF to

wasteful political posturing and lobby-

ing by countries and sectors. The EGF’s

rules should be amended to ensure that

governments and trade-displaced work-

ers receive transparent, visible, and reli-

able assistance, as well as to spread best

practice in active labor market policy. 

Displaced workers often face unem-

ployment, a lower-paying job, or a new

job far from home. Of these, the unem-

ployed typically receive most public

support. To address this distortion head

on, and to provide clarity concerning

the allocation of funds, the EGF should

focus its limited funds on two simple

active labor market programs: wage

insurance and mobility allowance. 

Wage insurance could offer workers

whose pay was cut after displacement

compensation for up to two years

amounting to half the difference

between the old and the new wage. The

mobility allowance could offer those

moving for a new job a lump-sum pay-

ment of two months’ gross pay in the

previous job, or four months’ pay for

cross-border moves. The very simplici-

ty of this scheme will likely ensure high

visibility and reasonable take-up rates. 

The downside of such a focused

approach is also clear: the margin of

choice for EU members about how

EGF funds are to be spent in their coun-

try would be minimal. In view of the

likely advantages, this might be accept-

able if member states could be assured

that, if the schemes work, it will be

expanded. This can be done as part of a

reform of the European Social Fund,

which has an annual budget of around

¤10 billion – ten times the current

funding of the EGF. 

If the EGF does not prove effective,

the money can simply be given back to

the EU budget or to member states. But

if the EGF does work, the benefits

would far outweigh the costs. 

Etienne Wasmer is Professor of

Economics at Sciences-Po and OFCE

in Paris. Jakob von Weizsäcker is a

research fellow at Bruegel, a Brussels-

based think tank. Copyright: Project

Syndicate, 2007.
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Saleh Marketing for Investment
Opportunities in Yemen

PP
resident Saleh has stated upon his
arrival to the United States on an
official visit that his agenda

includes marketing for Yemen as a des-
tination for Investments, calling on
American Businessmen to invest in
Yemen, as Yemen enjoys many attrac-
tive opportunities for foreign investors.

Yemeni Islands tempt investors

DD
irector of the General Authority
for Island Development Dr. Al-
Kaynai’e has indicated that

Yemen’s 183 Islands have a total of
4,600 potential investment opportuni-
ties, adding that geological surveys have
pointed out the presence of valuable
minerals such as Gold in some of these
islands, which motivated several
investors to correspond with the
Authority to invest in them.

Hayel Saeed Group to establish a
sugar refinery in Hodieda

TT
he Hayel Saeed Group has stated
that the group will invest US$
150 million in the construction of

a new Sugar refining plant in Hodieda,
to produce an initial of 660 thousand
tones expandable to 1.32 million tones
of refined sugar per year. This is the sec-
ond sugar refining plant affiliated to the
group, following the Aden refining plant
established last year in Aden.

EU increases aid to Yemen

TT
he European Union will increase
its aid to Yemen to 78 millions
Euros, during the years 2007-

2010. The aid will focus on Economic
Development and improving food secu-

rity in Yemen, as well as funding sever-
al other economic, political, and social
development projects in Yemen.

Ministry of Trade sets
price-monitoring mechanism

SS
ources in the Ministry of Trade
have indicated that the Ministry
has finalized a mechanism which

will monitor prices of consumer goods
in the local market. The mechanism will
be presented to the cabinet next week
for approval and implementation there-
after.

Saudi Company to invest US$ 100
million in a fish farm

TT
he Saudi Company for Fisheries
is currently holding talks with
the Ministry of Fisheries in order

to invest up to US$ 200 million in fish
farms in Yemen, including a farm for
prawns and shrimps.

2nd Cement Factory in
Batais to be constructed

AA
l-Esaey group of companies has
signed with China’s CNBM
Corporation an agreement

worth US$ 220 million in order to con-
struct a cement factory in Batais, with an
annual production capacity of 1 million
tones per year.

Yemen & Kuwait bank profits reach
435 million Riyals in 2006

YY
emen & Kuwait bank has
achieved a record increase in
profits of 2006, reaching 435

million Riyals compared to 231 million
Riyals in 2005. The bank also increased
its paid-up capital to 2.2 billion Riyals
from 1.8 billion Riyals in 2005.

Business in Brief
By: Raidan Al-Saqqaf
alsaqqaf@gmail.com

VV
ice President AbduRabu
Mansour Hadi inaugu-
rated a special event held
on the 1st of May on the
Occasion of

International Labor Day. Hadi stated
that Yemen was built on the shoulders
of its Labor and workforce, adding that
on this day the country can celebrate
their hard work and commitment to
Yemen’s Development.

On the same occasion, Secretary-
General of the Yemeni Labor Union
Mr. Yahya Al-Na’ami has stated that
although the government speaks highly
of the role labor play in national devel-
opment, the government continues to
ignore improving the situation of the
workforce. He also referred to the delay
in reforming the Health Insurance Act
which will give coverage to workers in
the event of illness.

Several workers stated that they cele-
brate this day as unemployed people;
having worked for less than 200 days
per year, it has become hard to survive
given the economic hardship and large

number of unemployed workers who
daily scope the market looking for jobs.

With unemployment standing at 40
percent of the workforce, it is hard to
see recognition, said painter
Mohammed Noman; “we work to sur-
vive… if we can’t find work we basi-
cally stop surviving”. AbdulRahman, a
butcher, said “I slaughter chickens in
order to make a living, my university
qualification proved to be worth noth-
ing, I’ve been enlisted for a government
job for over four years, but so far I have
not got a thing.”

Vice President Hadi said that the
government is very keen on improving
the situation of the workforce, adding
that the laws are being reformed in
order to protect the rights of the work-
ers, and regulate the employee-
employer relationship.

However, the vast majority of work-
ers find themselves away from what
constitutes a regular job, they work on
daily wages, using whatever skills they
have; offer their services to whoever is
in need, most of them are constructions
workers, painters, carpenters and
plumper, and none of them are able to
see, or reap, as the benefits described

by the Union’s administration or the
political leadership are none-existent in
the world of your average daily-wage
Yemeni worker

Yemeni Workers: A Story of
Suffering
Finding themselves trapped in very dif-
ficult living circumstances, Yemeni
young men and women rush to the job
market in search of a job or a working
opportunity, only to find thousands of
such job seekers flooding the job mar-
ket. 

Those who make the choice to work-
ing as manual labors have to agree to do
a lot of hard work for a very low pay,
and sometimes even they accept such
work, there are days when manual labor
working opportunities are scare.

These workers include literate and
educated people, and even some with
university qualifications, those with
privileged knowledge do sometimes
have slightly better working opportuni-
ties such as waiters in restaurants and
guards working with security compa-
nies, but in many cases, they have to
resort to their own creativity on how to
find work.

AbdulSallam is a high school gradu-
ate who was unemployed for two years,
after a lengthy and unsuccessful job
hunt he decided to borrow some cash
and buy a cart to sell bananas, he said
that one day while going home he
looked at the side of the road, where he
saw an opportunity, to sell bananas. He
says everything worked well for him
for the first couple of days until the
municipality came about the confiscat-
ed his cart and put him in Jail for two
days.

“Damn this government, he says,
they don’t give you work and they
don’t allow you to work… how shall
we make a living?” he commented.

The story of struggle continues, the
number of new job openings are always
far lower than the number of job seek-
ers, the government is calling upon
investors to come to Yemen and offer
job opportunities it is also administrat-
ing some programs to develop small-
scale enterprises and offer loans, but
then again, isn’t this the same govern-
ment which confiscated AbdulSallam’s
bananas, how could AbdulSallam  cele-
brate labor day while being deprived of
a job?

Winning over globalization’s losers

Japan & Saudi agree to
enhance economic ties

PP
rime Minister of Japan and King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia have
declared that their two countries

will establish strategic economic
alliances that strengthen Japan’s connec-
tion with the region. Although most of
the current economic ties are still Oil-
based, the two countries are drawing
plans in order to expand their economic
ties to include a free trade agreement and
mutual investments.

UAE is the world leader
in promoting tourism

AA
Report by the World Economic
Forum ranked the United Arab
Emerties to be the world leader

in terms of promoting tourism to the
country. UAE was also ranked to have
the top rank in terms of the competitive-
ness of the tourism industry among Arab
countries, followed by Tunis.

Experts: Islamic Financial
Institutions in need of expertise

RR
egional Experts on Islamic
Banks and Financial Institutions
have indicated that these institu-

tions are facing severe difficulties in get-
ting the required Islamic expertise in
order to justify and provide the technical
assistance for their operations, adding
that the banks are in now in a dilemma
with regards to expanding their Islamic
product range and investments portfo-
lios.  

Gulf Financing House profits reach
27 percent in the first quarter of 2007

BB
ahrain-based Gulf Financing
House has achieved 27 percent
net profits in the first quarter of

2007, reaching US$ 72.2 million.
Sources at the company indicated that
the profit surge was sparked by an infra-
structure-construction deal in a regional
underdeveloped country.

Shamil Bank’s profits increase 151
percent in the first quarter of 2007

BB
ahrain-based Shamil Bank has
achieved a record profit of US$
28.39 million, compared to US$

11.32 million in the first quarter of 2006.
The bank indicated that its investment
decisions proved most lucrative resulting
in the aforementioned profits.

Study: Arab women are more opti-
mistic about career advancement

AA
recent study undertaken by
bayet.com has indicated that
Arab women involved within

the workforce are more optimistic about
their career advancement opportunities
within the Arabic business environment.
The study also points out that Female
Workers have an increased tendency to
expand its span of operations and have a
positive attitude to overcome whatever
obstacles faced on the course of their job.

Family companies should not
depend on short-term loans

EE
xperts advise Family Businesses
to avoid short-term bank loans,
indicating that evidence supports

the argument that short-term loans limit
growth potential and increase risks for
these companies, advising such compa-
nies to resort to Islamic Financing and
stock exchanges to raise funds for long-
term growth.

Muscat Bank profits increase by 43.8
percent in the first quarter of 2007

uarterly profits of Muscat Bank
increased by 43.8 percent in the
first quarter of 2007, exceeding
19 million Omani Riyals, com-

pared to 13.25 million Omani Riyals of
the first quarter of 2006.

Al-Dar Profits skyrocket 79 percent
in the first quarter of 2007

U
AE-based Al-Dar constructions
have achieved a record profit
exceeding 450 million Dirhams,

with a growth rate of 79 percent com-
pared to the last quarter. The growth was
sparked by capital gains, along with the
boom in the constructions industry of the
region.

90 Companies to participate in
Qatar’s International Real Estate

Expo

SS
cheduled to be held on the 21st of
May, 90 Major Real Estate, con-
structions, and other corporations

have decided to participate in the Qatar
International Real Estate and Investment
Exhibition. The Exhibition will display
many models of state-of-the-art build-
ings, and also models of massive con-
struction projects to be located in sever-
al countries in the region. 

Dubai Ports may be listed
in London or New York

DD
ubai Ports International is likely
to be listed at an International
Stock Exchange, with specula-

tion that it will be listed in London or
New York, in order to raise over one bil-
lion Sterling Pounds to be reinvested in
the company’s operations and expansion
plans in the region and beyond.

Regional Business
in Brief

1. Position: Programme Coordinator
Duration: 24 months

Responsibilities:
• Manage and monitor the implementation of the programme

activities 
• Oversee areas of responsibility including human resources

management, financial/asset management, project cycle
management, contract management

• Coordination and liaison with stakeholders, and,
policy/program development

• Provide direction and support to project staff
• Establish linkages with GO, NGOs and other institutional

donors
• Prepare narrative and financial reports 
• Undertake any other task assigned by the Programme

Manager

Requirements:
• Post-Graduate degree in conflict prevention, developments

studies, international relations., political science or other
relevant academic background 

• Proven experience in conflict prevention /peace building /
human rights work 

• Ability to develop strong relationship and work closely with
diverse individuals and organizations 

• Clear effective communications skills 
• Excellent command of the English and Arabic languages
• Proficiency in major computer software (Microsoft Word, Excel

and Power point) database use, and advanced Internet search
engine tools

2. Position: ProgrammeCoordinator Assistant
Duration: 24 Months

Responsibilities:
• Assist and advise the project unit on overall programme

activity 
• Assist the project team with the development and

implementation of project components, analyze data as
required

• Implement policy and strategy guidelines
• Participate in various meetings, working groups, assessments

as requested
• As part of the project team, assist prepare narrative and

financial reports 
• Assist to provide direction and support to project staff
• Undertake any other task assigned by the Project Coordinator

Requirements:
• Degree in social sciences or related field 
• Experience in project planning/ implementing and monitoring

management and working in rural areas
• Excellent command of the English and Arabic languages 

• Experienced in using computers including word processing,
excel and power point 

3. Position: Admin and Accounts Assistant
Duration: 24 Months

Responsibilities:
• Accounting of all incoming and outgoing financial transactions
• Oversee purchasing inventory, transport, and procurement of

project materials
• Recording transactions according to project guidelines
• Ensuring financial reports are transparent, accurate and

representative
• Producing monthly reports, and assuring adequate cash on

hand. 
• Meeting arrangements and minute taking
• Maintaining the filing system
• Maintain smooth office operations including provision and

operation of equipment.
• Perform other duties as deemed necessary

Requirements:
• University degree in accounts/finance
• Minimum of three years experience in finance and accounting

field: proficiency in computerized accounting systems
• Good knowledge of internal accounting procedures and

reporting systems
• Computer skills in both Arabic and English languages
• Clerical and administrative experience
• Good knowledge of Arabic and English languages 

4. Position: Driver
Duration: 24 Months

Responsibilities:
• Drive a motor vehicle as requested, with due regard to time

schedules, apply knowledge of driving regulation, safety
requirements, traffic and conditions; take suitable precautions
for the security of the vehicle and its contents when left
unattended

• Ability to deal with various government authorities to process
paperwork

• Make minor purchases and collect required goods from local
supplier on demand

• Maintain legal status of vehicle, cleanliness and appearance
• Carry out clerical duties upon request including photocopying

and logistical support

Requirements:
• Minimum of Primary education
• Drivers license, knowledge of driving rules and regulations and

possess skills in minor vehicle repair
• Five years work experience as a driver with safe driving record
• Minimum knowledge of English is a plus

JOB VACANCIES
ISLAMIC RELIEF YEMEN

Islamic Relief Yemen (IRY – A British INGO) is announcing the following vacancies for National

Professional Personnel based in Sana’a Governorate for Conflict Transformation & Peace Building

Programme (CTPB):

Please send a copy of your CV latest by 05th May 2007.
Admin Department – Ref: CTPB/IPD/220407
Islamic Relief Yemen, P O Box 15088, Sanaʼa, Republic of Yemen Fax No: 01-415998 Or Email: secretaryir@y.net.ye

Applicants should be sympathetic to the values and principles of Islamic Relief
Islamic Relief is an equal opportunities employer. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

While workers face a harsh reality of unemployment

VP Hadi: Our Labor is Yemen’s largest asset

QQ
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OO
n the occasion of Sabafon

Sixth Anniversary, the

company organized a large

celebration, by throwing a

lunch banquet for all its

employees in the Movenpick hotel. The

celebration was largely attended by Sabafon

employees and was also attended by the

Chairman of the Board of Directors Sheikh

Hameed Al-Ahmar and the Chief Executive

Officer Mr. Tarik Al-Haidary.

Sheikh Hameed delivered a speech thanking

all employees for the great efforts exerted by

them, the result of which was the remarkable

success achieved during the last six years. He

also encouraged them to continue such efforts

towards new horizons in all aspects. In his

speech, he officially advised the employees of

the New Agreement of Partnership signed

with the Bahrain Telecommunication

Company Batelco which clearly marks the

status SabaFon has reached and its potential

expansion and growth within  the Yemen and

the Region.

The Chairman has emphasized that SabaFon

has always been keen to provide competitive

prices, the high quality of services and the

wider coverage which spreads over 90% of

the Yemeni land through more than 530 sites

across the Republic all these and more were

built by a group of enthusiastic and highly

qualified Yemeni

Engineers.  He added

that SabaFon services

are delivered through 50

franchise and around

2700 points of sales

which participated in

providing substantiated

income to the national

economy as well as

contributing in efforts aiming to support

development and community services.

Fruitful years

In his speech Sheikh Hameed assured that the

celebration emphasizes the regard SabaFon

has for  its employees being its most valuable

assets and highly appreciates their efforts

towards ensuring SabaFon leading position

throughout the six elapsing years of its

operation and has emphasized that he is

confident that members of SabaFon Family

will save no effort to ensure that SabaFon

remains the First GSM Operator in Yemen and

will maintain its position especially in the

coming years in which competition is

expected to be more severe.

Sheikh Hameed announced many

organizational decisions aiming at improving

employees’ performance and loyalty which

will also help them face the speedy changes

and challenges in the telecommunication

world.

Commitment and Devotion.

On behalf of Sabafon employees, Mr.

Mohammed Allaw delivered a speech that

declared employees’ pride of being Sabafon

affiliates and expressed their readiness to exert

additional efforts for the sake of keeping the

company the first company in the

telecommunication market.

Honoring 

The celebration was concluded by rewarding

over 100 employees who excelled and

delivered high performance rates in all

aspects. Amidst strong applauses and loud

cheers, Shaikh Hameed Al-Ahmar distributed

the Excellence trophies and cash rewards to

those distinguished Employees from all

departments in the Company. 

Mr. Mohammed Al-Nadish was selected as

the employee of the year and employees in

Sa’ada were also honored in recognition for

their high tolerance under the very difficult

circumstances.

On behalf of all sabafon employees Human

Resources Director Mrs. Shuhd Basahi

delivered large trophy to Mr. Tarik Al-

Haidary, Chief Executive Officer in

recognition for the great effort he delivered

during the year 2006.
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Sabafon honors its employees

Mr. Mohammed

Al-Nadish

Sheikh Hameed Al-Ahmar Sheikh Hameed Al-Ahmar and Mr. Tarik Al-Haidary
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By: Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy

majed_thabet@hotmail.com

MM
arriage, as a

means of social

integration, plays

a great role in

stabilizing the

social relations among people. It is

of immense significance for both

sexes, male and female, and their

families as well. Men are, however,

usually looked at as the beneficiary-

'winner'- part of marriage. Because

of that a man is always obliged to

hold the responsibility of everything

related to marriage and its religious,

traditional, and social burdens.

Hopefully, a man of a good

educational and social status

proposes to a lady's hand with a

confidence that he would not be

refused especially if he has a pre-

love relation with his 'dreams' lady'.

He may not be surprised when the

father asks for a period of time to

take the daughter's opinion. His love

relation makes him feel comfortable

about the daughter's reply,

expecting no 'conditions' or

demands. 

It becomes a matter of fashion

nowadays to welcome a man

proposing a girl's hand with a list of

conditions and demands. The list

usually starts with the girl's rights to

study or to work after marriage.

Many other demands are required

by the parents and sometimes other

relatives. The girl in such

circumstances hides behind the

curtains with the pretext of shyness,

or social restrictions, or parent's

obedience. 

Being involved in such a "trap",

sorry matter, the man accepts the

conditions with an attempt to

convince himself that it is for 'love's

sake'.  He has only to accept;

otherwise he would be accused of

deceiving the girl who 'has

sacrificed herself for him', as some

people may claim.

Before talking about the dowry,

the father insists on having a

separate well-furnitured home,

"flat" locating in the surrounding

area of the girls' parents' home.

Other demands like the regular

visits of the girl to her parents,

unrestricted to go out whenever she

likes, and other demands are settled

at this stage.  

Accepting the initial conditions,

the man starts negotiating about the

dowry. Narrating a lot of marriage

stories and life circumstances, the

father concludes with the dowry

amount which is to be paid in cash

in order to cover the marriage

expenses. The mount shocks the

'would-be bridegroom', who realizes

that the money he has collected has

been already spent for 'presents' and

Qat during the proposal. 

As a matter of social customs, it is

a shame on the man if he withdraws

at this stage. It becomes obligatory

on him to search for the money,

work day and night so he can

achieve his dream. 

Proudly offering the money, he is

asked for preparing or paying for

the cost of the 'engagement party'. 'It

is ok', the man says, thinking of any

possible fast sources of money in

order not to lose the girl because

'one of her relatives proposes her

hand', as she says (claims).

Borrowing is the only solution in

such a crucial situation of money. 

Being not used to borrow from

others, he gets shy at the beginning.

He may create 'tragic stories' to

convince others to lend him with at

least a written receipt of giving back

the money in a certain period of

time. 

While preparing for the party, he

is asked to bring 'the rings'. He may

go to the same person to borrow

more money for the rings. 

Out of the engagement party, he

gets only a 'cup of juice' to drink

only some of it as a matter of

'prestige'. The party finishes with

love and affection that make him

forget everything about all these.

Starting thinking about the final

stage-'marriage', he is faced with a

list if not 'lists' of demands which

are essential according to his

'mother in law'. The list seems to

include simple things like clothes,

some gold, the wedding dress,

ornament materials, etc. Here he

decides to delay the marriage so that

he can get a chance to collect

money.

He works. This is the only option.

But he must work double hours this

time because the faster he collects

money the earlier he will get

married otherwise the dowry would

increase due to the raise of the

'exchange rate  of  foreign

currencies'.     

Sometimes, the time period to

collect the money is not enough. He

thinks of faster means. Selling his

father's 'piece of land' or his

'mother's gold' is a good idea to him.

He must be learnt from the proposal

and engagement to keep extra

money for any other demand in the

marriage process.

The wedding hall, musical band,

the party sweets and drinks, the

bride's gifts, the hotel rent and other

things are essential, according to the

parents.

To his surprise, a new demand of

social importance is asked. It is the

money of the bride's maternal and

paternal uncles. Here the

bridegroom whishes if such uncles

had already 'died' or not born at all.

The wedding day finally comes.

The party in the hall together with

wedding tour around the city with

hand-clippings, and singing makes

him somehow forget the troubles he

has passed through, thinking that no

more demands and conditions are to

be asked. The hotel is the last place

of the tour. Getting into the room, he

thinks there would be nothing more

than love, of course, in words and

deeds. But, the story of demands is

still running with a very special

demand that he can not escape for

its religious significance.

Actually I can not go in details

regarding this demand since I

'fortunately' have no experience.

'But it is said' that the bridegroom is

stopped' to do anything unless he

pays money for that under the term

'Sedaq' or 'Futasha' in the Yemeni

term. No way to convince his

'lovely bride' at such a time since

she convincingly thinks that this

money is according to the Islamic

Shariah. 

It is in this stage, the Islamic

instructions are to be followed. One

just wonders where such Islamic

instructions are when the lists of

demands asked one after another.

Do they forget our prophet's

Hadieth that instructs parents to

accept men of good morals with a

dowry of a metal ring? Such things

daily take place in our society and at

the same time the society complain

against the spinsterhood which do

lead to many negative social and

moral consequences. 

Marriage has become as an

investment chance and, I hope, it

was included in the investment

conference, which was held by the

government several days ago. It

must be taken through the mind's

eye either according to the Islamic

norms, or as a new chance for

investment.

Majed Thabet Al-kholidy is a writer

from Taiz, currently doing his M.A.

at English Dep, Taiz Uni. He is an

ex-editor of English Journal of the

University.
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II
n the past there was a small
village, it was located in the
middle of a big valley. That
village was repressed from most
necessary needs, electricity,

communications, and so on. There was
a small bower contained three people
Ahmed and his uneducated parents.
Their life was so simple. The father
was working in his farm and the
mother too. The farm was their only
living source. Ahmed was loved too
much by his parents, and their most
care was just to offer him whatever he
needed. They have just lonely dream
which is seeing their alone son as
educated man in the future. The days
passed and Ahmed had been grown. He
finished his elementary school, but he
didn't stop in that educational stage as
his friends. The elementary school was
the highest educational stage to be
reached there. All guys there did not

even think about secondary school
except one. 

Ahmed was the one who was
supported by his parents to reach it.
The secondary school wasn't far from
the village, but for his parents it was so
difficult to allow their son go out from
the village even to that little far school.
Nevertheless, they had to do it, no
other choice.

Ahmed carried his bag in his first
day, and then he left home with his
mother's prayers. All people were
saying good bye to Ahmed as he was
traveling abroad. At school Ahmed
adjusted very well with every thing
around him. While he was  coming
back home, he stopped on a hill
looking to his village and he was
wondering ''who can I discuss with
about my new subjects when ever I
want, who can help me whenever I
have math problem, how I can study in
the evening with out electricity'' at that
moment he remembered those two
persons who work the whole day under

the hot sun rays and pain at night to
offer this chance to him. He moved his
head up to the sky while the wafts were
razing his tears from his cheeks and
thanked his god for giving him these
kind parents.

Ahned hadn't finishrd his high
school, but it was his last year. In that
very quite  night where the moon was
chaining, since it was the only light
source in that vallige, Ahmed was
lying in his room looking to the moon
through the window. He was
meditating ,but some thing else
intrupted him. It was a crying sound .
He tried to find out where the sound
was coming from. He looked out
through the widow ,but it was coming
from the opposite side from inside the
house. Ahmd opened his  room's door
and followed the sound which was
getting high while his legs were getting
heavy.

He went downdstairs. Suddenelly,
he saw someone setting in the stairs. It
was his mother, she was covering her

face by her hands. Ahmed tried to
move her hands then" mom what is the
matter? Why you are crying?" Ahmed
said. "Ahmed, never mind just go to
your bed you should wake up early for
school" the mother told him. 

Ahmed didn't leave her, he insisted
to know. " mom how I can close my
eyes while your eyes bleeding tears"
Ahmed said." Ahmed, you know that
you are the only one whom I could cry
for and who can make me laugh in the
whole life" the mother said. 

Ahmed couldn't say any thing he
was just looking to his mother."Ahmed
you know that we are getting older and
our income is getting low, I'm just
thinking after you finish your high
school this year who would support
you to study college in the city as I
know It costs much mony and I don't
want you to stop your study…." The
mother couldn't contuniue she just
cried. "mom stop cring no one knows
what will happen tomorrow, the aurora
comes after the darkest moment"

Ahmed and his uneducated parents

Marriage nowadays as 
an investment chance

By: Salwa Yehya Al-Eryani

II
t is very strange and mysterious
and not understood at all how
we human beings accept to suf-
fer a great deal for the sake of a
person we love. Also, it is cer-

tainly very puzzling how much we sac-
rifice and how many burdens we are
willingly ready to carry and how many
obstacles we intend to overcome only
to reach this person. All this patience
and tolerance we pay with no distur-
bance what so ever simply to be close
to that person we love. This person
who is, in all cases, a human being who
we can meet another much better than
him or her. This is a fact even if some
don’t   confess it. If you just open your
eyes wide and open your ears to listen
to different love stories in life you will
discover that this is the (sunnah) or
nature of life and not an invention of
anyone.

We do that for the sake of a person,
but we don’t do that for the sake of our
dear Yemen! How shameful!  Yes, we
do love Yemen. Although some don’t.
Yes, we are proud of being Yemenis.
Although some are ashamed to be so
called. Yes, we forbid any bad word
about Yemen especially from strangers.
Yet, some are the rich source of all
nasty curses and critical jokes. I don’t
know how to say it but I guess it is
clear that Yemen’s primary handicap is
its people. 

The other day I received an e-mail
from a friend. It was entitled  Yemen In
2025. It contained pictures of different
cities in the world imagining they were
in Yemen. For example a picture of the
buildings in New York and beneath it
Altahreer Sana'a 2025 was written. It
was a magnificent dream. Another pic-
ture of bridges in England and beneath
it Hodeidah was written. Then a picture
of an industrial city with a factory
probably in Japan and under it Ma"rib
was marked. A picture of a very green
mountain with circles of very neat
roads around it like a bracelet and
under it Taiz was marked. Then at the
end of this  e-mail there was a yellow
teddy bear falling down of laughter and
saying" Stop dreaming and go back to
work!" This e-mail made my tears run
unintentionally and this rarely hap-
pens.

Why don’t some Yemeni officials
care to achieve real development and
progress in all branches for Yemen?
Why do some Yemeni officials hate
Yemen and worship their personal
advantage? Why? Why do some of our
offcials fall in love with their own
selves? Won’t they like the shade under
the umbrella of Yemen ,if we care to
have it and to shade us all? Won"t it
protect us all from sunburn and flames
of fire? Won"t that be more just than
the present condition? This number of
Yemeni officials who hate Yemen hate
it simply because it is a poor country
and a dusty environment with a major-
ity of uneducated people. That is what
they say. It is so because of these offi-
cials themselves. 

They ate all its material ability to
pave roads or make any other civilized
features appear except a few trees and
flowers here and there. These officials
are becoming fatter and wealthier and
Yemen is starving to death and its ribs
are showing? Then they hate it… defi-
nitely they do. It gives them this deep
feeling of being guilty and sinful. It is
like an eye doctor who hates his clinic
because it is full of blind people. These

blind people depress him. He didn’t
cure them and therefore seeing them
irritates him. Blind people falling on
the stairs. Blind people bumping each
other’s noses in the reception room .
Blind people touching the walls with
their fingers to walk the way. Blind
people striving to see the light. Off!
Blind people every where. The artifi-
cial doctor was too busy with his per-
sonal life. He didn’t take care of them,
and gave them the wrong eye drop.
This made their situation worse than it
was. Is it believable that this doctor
doesn’t understand that he is a crimi-
nal? Is it possible that he doesn’t real-
ize that the blind patients are a normal
result for his lack of knowledge and
experience? Doesn’t he know that he is
a failure? This eye doctor is any
Yemeni official who is sucking
Yemen's blood from it’s veins to his
stomach.

Yemen is also like a child who is
hated because he is an orphan, home-
less, and a beggar.  Who on earth wants
to be an orphan or homeless or a beg-
gar? This child simply can’t help it.
This child will wander around begging
for a piece of bread. His bare feet will
be muddy and his clothes smelly. At
the same time, deep inside his heart,
there is love and forgiveness as soon as
we show him love and care.

Some Yemeni officials must admit
that they are the reason, but ranges dif-
fer, for every hand stretched for beg-
gary. They are the reason for every
death due to the lack of money to buy
medicine or make an operation. They
are the reason every female selling her
body to eat and feed her family. They
are the reason for every man searching
for food inside the garbage cans. They
are the reason for every minute we live
with the electricity cut. They are the
reason for every paved road broken all
over to fix some other thing. They are
the reason for every young man sleep-
ing joblessly at home   during the
morning and dreaming of earning
money and getting married. They are
the reason for every crazy man walking
in the streets with long hair and baggy
clothes. Yes, they are. Not to mention
that these 2 in 1 officials- thieves are
foolish ones. Their robbery is so obvi-
ous a donkey notices it. So, if they
insist to practice this robbery profes-
sionally then I am afraid they need a
few workshops entitled (How to Steal
without Being Noticed.)

All what I have said is not what I
wanted to say. What I want to say today
is about that Thursday in which Sana’a
lived a small war in the area, unfortu-
nately, where my house is located. That
day since the morning we were hearing
continuous firing. We also heard explo-
sions and bombs and bullets. We inves-
tigated about the reasons for those
explosions and we learned that it is a
battle between two groups. One tribe is
saying that they own that land and the
other group said the same, they will
still take it by force because it is too
nice to be anyone else’s!!  The head of
that tribe, who was the original owner,
lost his young son in the battle, and
certainly the death and injuries were
from both sides. I think it was like
invading Palestine. I mean Palestine is
for Palestinians but even though the
Israelis want to put their hands on it
and be the owners. The only difference
between the Israelis and this side who
wanted to take the land by force was
that both groups were Yemenis and
they were both losers. This group that

wanted to take the land by force was
unknown to us. Who are they? What
are their names? We didn’t know. Yet
the authority and power was clear. The
tanks were all around the street. The
police cars and men were scattered all
over. The antiaircraft was working.
So…it was a war.Conquerers, all over
the world have very similar features.
We, who lived in that area, were terri-
fied since the morning and about to
break down nervously. 

Unfortunately I had previously invit-
ed some friends to come over and
enjoy the magnificent view from my
Dewan"s window on the third floor. It
was a view of a green mountain and a
village on it. It looked more like a card
a tourist would buy from his hotel.
That mountain was the spot where the
war was taking place. I expected that
none of my friends would show up as I
imagined that they would avoid leav-
ing their houses in a risky day like that
day. The army was stopping any car
coming towards my area and they were
searching the cars to avoid any more
complications. Therefore, I expected
that even those who came towards my
area will just turn around and go back
home. At four o"clock my friends start-
ed showing up. I welcomed them with
a surprised smile. They were laughing
and giving me excuses that chewing
qat was a strong enough motive to
make them come in such a day. We
went up. My guests sat down and start-
ed blaming me for inviting them in
such a day, watching the beautiful view
which they couldn’t resist. They all sat
down near the very large windows so
they can observe and examine the war
live. I sat my back to a pillar because I
was afraid that a crazy bullet would
cross the window glass and go through
my back. In such cases, women
remember that they are weak females
and mothers who need to raise their
children.

We sat trying to ignore the loud
explosions and exchanged shooting.
We all had yellow smiles on our lips
and hidden fears inside our souls. How
will this gathering end? Yet, I do con-
fess that we were all brave, courageous
and dare to be able to act normally in
such a situation.

I had the feeling that I had two sens-
es of hearing. One was focusing on the
explosions outside awaiting like a wet
pigeon in the wind for any explosion
and the other trying to participate in the
conversation inside the room. This
double effort was exhausting me. I do
admit that I had thanked Allah in that
day more than ever for having pillars in
houses and buildings and even in life.
They were a shelter and a safe
embrace.

Then there was this tremendous
explosion and we saw smoke and dust
arousing from the mountain.  One of us
we don’t remember who yelled "lie
prostrate”. We all did. Then a second
after, we put our heads up slowly like
lifting up heads of hang people. One of
the guests said if any one screams
again, she will leave. The idea of leav-
ing was very comfortable for all of us.
I wished that day that my house was in
some other place so I can leave too!
Not to mention that neither any one
screamed again nor left. We were just
all the time leaning and bending to the
front or sideways. Now that the day is
a memory, I can't help laughing when I
remember it. We all realized that we
were living a historical and a very
unusual evening.

A lady of my guests stood up and
asked me to excuse her. She said that
her nerves were too shaky to bear this
any longer especially that we were dis-
cussing the possibility of not leaving
our houses in the next period and what
food doesn’t need much gas. We decid-
ed that noodles were the quickest to get
ready for eating. This lady said good-
bye to us. Two of her best friends stood
to hug her and asked her to call us as
soon as she is home. I had the feeling
either she will die on the way or we
will all burst into bits and pieces but
definitely that day wont be over safely.
This lady took her keys for her car and
left. After she left we started looking at
each other. We had many questions and
fears we wanted to put forward. Yet no
one did. Even myself I continued act-
ing that there was nothing to worry
about! My heart was aching. It really
was. My mouth was hurting me
because I had to smile although I didn’t
feel like it.   My friends these strong
soldiers, decided to stay and enjoy and
not be scared.

My guests who were observing the
war from the window reported us that
there were ambulance cars going up
the mountain in a hurry. What does it
mean?  Has the war ended? Or has it
become more serious and complicated?
Our friend who left us called us and
said that she is at home kissing her
children. We felt good for her but when
will we feel good for ourselves?

Suddenly four of our friends started
these trilling cries of joy like those we
hear in weddings when the bride
arrives. I jumped away from the pillar
asking them what had happened. The
signs of relief and pleasure were clear
on their faces. I left the pillar that I was
stuck to like a painting on the wall and
went to the window to see what had
happened. We all saw a number of
white flags of surrender waving in the
sky. I couldn’t help crying. I looked at
my friends pressing their faces to the
glass to see more closely the cars com-
ing down the mountain just before sun-
set. They were extremely happy to see
the movie end I mean the war end.

It was over. Yet this tribe lost their
sheikh's son and a number of deaths
and injuries and in addition to that a
piece of land. Not only that but they
were the ones who put up those white
flags. Yes, it is over, but no, it is sad.
My heart was aching. We all saw the
ambulance cars rushing down and then
we closed the curtains and put the
lights on.

So, in a war like this we are all los-
ers even us, who were only watching.
They asked me why I seemed sad. I
didn’t know how to explain. Yes, I was
happy it was over but the taste of
oppression and  plunder was bitter. My
ears opened like they do when we land
on land after a bad flight.

I stood up to spread sjadas on the
floor and we started to get ready for
sunset prayer. My guests were thanking
Allah for ending this war without any
of us losing her head. Yes, but people
passed away today. How were their
families weeping now? All are losers.
We are all losers. Those who lost their
dearests, those who lost the land. Those
who put their hands on the land. We, as
audience, the mountain, the sun, the
drivers of the ambulance cars and even
those white flags of surrender , we
were all losers. Where is the love for
Yemen in our hearts to stop what  had
happened for a piece of land? For the
sake of Yemen, love Yemen.

For Yemen’s sake



وظائف شاغرة

•مطلوب مدير مبيعات وعاقات 
للعمل لدى شركة ستار لأمن 
والسامة على أن يكون يجيد 

اللغتين العربية واإنجليزية مع خبرة 
اتقل عن سنتين في نفس المجال.

للتواصل:- 01/514522  
514218

• يعلن المعهد اأمريكي اأكاديمي 
عن حاجته إلى شغر الوظائف 

التالية:
-1 سكرتيرة ، للعمل دوامين على 

أن تكون ذو مظهر جيد ولبقة ، 
ايشترط في المتقدمات سوى 

الحصول على الشهادة الثانوية 
علماً بأنه سيتم تدريبهم في المعهد 

دورات لغه إنجليزية و كمبيوتر 
خارج الدوام الرسمي.

-2 مدرسين لغة إنجليزية سبق 
لهم التدريس في معاهد وخبرة 

اتقل عن ثاث سنوات وأن يكونو 
حاصلين على درجة البكالوريوس 
أو الماجيستير في اللغة اإنجليزية

-3 مدراء عاقات عامة عدد 2.
-4 عاقات عامة عدد3.

فعلى من يجد في نفسه الرغبة 
والكفاءة اإتصال باأرقام التالية 
733260288 أو 733903915

باحثون عن وظيفة

• صالح حمزة - ثانوية عامة - 
حاصل على رخصة قيادة وقادر 
على توفير الضمانة التجارية - 

يبحث عن وظيفة
للتواصل: 777545542 - 

777213703
•أحمد العزي - ثانوية عامة - 
طالب جامعي -خبرة في مجال 

السواقة )سواقة جميع أنواع 
السيارات( - يبحث عن وظيفة 

سائق لدى عائلة أو شركة أوغير 
ذلك على أن يكون الراتب ممتاز

للتواصل: 
 - 777545542

777640266
• محمد سعيد 

الدبعي - 
بكالوريوس - لغة 

إنجليزية - دبلوم لغة 
فرنسية - حاصل 

على شهادة مترجم 
معتمد من الينسكو 
- يرغب في العمل 

في مجال تخصصة.
للتواصل: 

 - 733578924
472975

•دبلوم تقني عالي )هندسة 
اتصاات-خريج تونس يتقدير 

جيد جداً( - حاصل على الهادة 
المهنية تخصص كهرباء بتقدير 
ممتاز - حاصل على الشهادة 

الفرنسية من جامعة المنار بتونس 
)سنة كاملة( - خبرة في مجال 

تصميم مواقع الويب وفي صيانة 
الكمبيوترات - يرغب في العمل في 

مجال تخصصة.
للتواصل: 777025832

•يحي اأشول - حاصل على مؤهل 
فني أشعة في العام 84 /85  
)الترتيب اأول( - حاصل على 

شهادات خبرة - يجيد استخدام 
أي نوع من اأجهزة - خبرة في 

التمريض منذ العام 1978م - لديه 
قدرات على تحسين أوضاع العمل 

- يبحث عن عمل في أي مكان.
للتواصل: 734223416 - 

777159971
• محمد خشافه - مدرس لغة 

إنجليزية منذ سبع سنوات - خبرة 

في مجال الترجمة والمراسات 
التجارية - يرغب في إعطاء دروس 

خصوصية أو العمل في مكتب 
ترجمة أو التدريس في معاهد في 

الفترة المسائية.
للتواصل: 712759145 
•صدام أحمد العامري - 

بكالوريوس لغة إنجليزية -  خبرة 
في التسويق والمراسات الخارجية 

عبر اإنترنيت يجيد استخدام 
الكمبيوتر- يرغب في العمل في 

مجال تخصصة أو إعطاء دروس 
خصوصية.

للتواصل: 711830385

سيارات  

•للبيع : سيارة مرسيدس - اللون 
الذهبي 300SEL - موديل 88 

بحاله ممتازة جداً - استعمال 
نظيف جداً - السعر مناسب.
لإستفسار: 777502508 - 

733883878

عقارات
• شقة كبيرة لإيجار لأجانب 

- غير بعيدة 
عن ميدان التحرير– 4 غرف 

نوم كبيرة – 
حمامان – مطبخ – صااتان 

كبيرتان – 
موقف سيارات – مناسبة لعائلة 

أو 3-4 أصدقاء. 
لاتصال 733825231

• للبيع: فله في بيت بوس 
- 13 لبنه على شارعين - 

دورين - وبسعر مناسب وكذلك 
لللبيع: 9،5 لبنه قريبة من سوق 

المقالح وأرضية 5 لبن في 
حزيز بسعر )55،000(.

لإستفسار: 77722152
• لليبع: أرضية في أرتل على  

شارع 16 بسعر)000،350( 
وأرضية على شارع المياه 25 لبنه 

بسعر )270،000( و 3 أراضي 
كبيرة على شارع الخمسين.
لإستفسار: 733889124

• لإيجار: شقة مفروشة في فيا - 
تحتوي على ثاث غرف  - غرفة نوم 
وغرفتان استقبال وحمامان ومطبخ 

وصالة مع غرفة طعام وأيضاً 
حديقة.) مطلوب عائلة أجنبية(. - 

العنوان: شارع حدة - أمام شركة 
صافر

للتواصل:- 01/442179  
777781828 - 733725582

كمبيوتر،اثاث، ادوات كهربائية، 
تلفونات، و اشياء اخرى

  

•للبيع: كاميرا فوجي رقمية محترفة 
Finepix S602Z-  - موديل

zoom

للتواصل: 712498234
 6x  للبيع: معالج 6.1 زوج •

 128MB 6 + ذاكرة مزدوجةx
1GB + - صنع في اليابان - 

استخدام نظيف.

للتواصل: 712498234
•مطلوب شراء اسمنت أو مواد بناء 

جديدة أو مستخدمة.
للتواصل: 777877827

•للبيع: تلفونات نوكيا )1255( 
)DMA( - يمن موبايل - بحالة 

ممتازة )تاريخ الشراء قبل 4 
أشهر( - السعر: 70 دوار

للتواصل: 777737228
•للبيع: محل اتصاات )خمسة 

خطوط( - الموقع مناسب - 
والسعرمناسب جداً.

للتواصل: 733206453
• للبيع: اسمنت ومواد بناء 

مستخدمة.
للتواصل:711712191 
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طوارىء الكهرباء 177، طوارىء الشرطه 199، 
اإطفاء 191، طوارىء المياه 171، 

اإستعامات 118، حوادث )المرور( 194، 
الشئون الخارجيه 202544/7، �لشئون الداخليه 252701/7، الهجرة 

250761/3، وزارة المواصات )تلفون( 7522202، 
 اإذاعة 282061، التلفزيون 332001/2،

مؤسسة الباصات للتنقل داخل المدن 262111/3، 
وزارة المواصات 325110/1/2/3، السياحه 254032، 

  الصليب ااحمر 203131/3، تليمن 7522227
           

البنوك $             

بنك اليمن والخليج        فاكس:260824  ت: 967-1-260823
فرع عدن :ت/ 237829- 2. فاكس/237824
البنك التجاري       ت: 277224    فاكس : 277291

مصرف اليمن البحرين الشامل      ت: 264775,264702
                                    فاكس: 264703,503350

بنك اليمن الدولي            ت: 407030 -01       
البنك العربي                ت:  276585/2 -01

بنك التسليف الزراعي       ت : 01-563813
البنك المركزي:             ت: 274314 -01 

تأجير سيارات v
زاويه ) Budget( ت: 3096180506372   فاكس: 240958

يورب كار    ت: 270751               فاكس: 270804
هيرتز لتآجير السيارات   صنعاء    ت: 01-440309

                                    فرع شيراتون  ت: 545985              
                                   عدن  ت :02-245625 

                     

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر

آبتك لتعليم الكمبيوتر)تركيز على اانترنت، مناهج، تجارة إلكترونية( 
  

شهادة ايزو 1.                     
                                 صنعاء  ت: 01-468305
                                   فاكس : 407419 - 01 

                    عدن ت: 20-237199    
                   تعز ت: 04-250343 

                                   المكاء ت: 05-307492
             

Infinit Education        T :444553         
ت: 445518/7-442073 NIIT   لتعليم الكمبيوتر 

              

            
البريد السريع

                          صنعاء     ت: 440170/67    
            الحديده      ت: 34982
             إب         ت: 411988

                      المكا      ت: 302641 
                              شبوه      ت: 202326

                      سيئون    ت: 402469

 DHL :441099/8/7/6  

   أرامكس   صنعاء    ت: 441024/5
         عدن   ت:243124    تعز    ت: 213489  
        المكا  ت: 309190   الحديدة ت: 219643

 T      شحن وتوصيل
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 

               Tel : 01-531221/531231

النسيم للشحن والتوصيل        ت: 407905
ت:1-444550،441935 ورلد لينك   

مستشفيات +

مستشفى الثورة         ت: 01/246967-66
المستشفى الجمهوري    ت: 01-274286/87

ت: 412981 -01 مستشفى حدة اأهلي 
ت: 418000 -01 المستشفى اليمني االماني 

فاكس : 418116 -01    
ت: 600000/602008 -01    المستشفى االماني الحديث  

فاكس: 418116                 
E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com   

فنادق
فندق فرساي        ت: 2 /425970/1 -01

فنق شيراتون        ت: 237500 -01
فندق موفمبيك       ت: 546666 -01     فاكس: 546000

فندق تاج سبأ       ت:272372 -01
فندق رياكس ان    ت: 449871 -01

فندق وأجنحة الخليج السياحي 
                         ت:  602135/8 - 602355 -01

هد معا
معهد يالي   ت: 448039-3/4/ 445482  فاكس:448037          

معهد اللغة األمانيه     ت: 200945
المعهد البريطاني للغات والكمبيوتر   ت: 266222               

                                      فاكس: 514755    
معهد كاروكوس   ت:    532434/5   فاكس :  532436    
معهدأيكتك      ت: 240833 - 510613   فاكس: 265537

شركات للتأمين

الوطنية للتأمين  ت :272713/272873   فاكس:272924
مأرب للتأمين              صنعاء ت: 206129/8/13

الشركة اليمنية اإسامية للتأمين وإعادة التأمين  
          صنعاء ت: 284193،

                                   عدن ت: 244280
   تعز ت: 258881

شركة اليمن للتأمين     صنعاء ت: 272806/272962/43
           عدن ت: 247617

                          تعز ت: 250345

مدارس
مدرسة رينبو                 ت: 414-026/424-433

مدارس صنعاء الدولية      ت: 370191/2    فاكس:370193
مدرسة التركيه الدوليه       ت: 448258/9

مدرسة الماجد اليمنيه       ت: 206159

سفريات j
النسيم للسفريات                   ت:    270750

العالميه للسفريات والسياحه        ت:   4411589/60  

مطاعم
مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني   )باسم محمد عبده الشيباني(

تلفون : 266375 - 505290   فاكس : 267619

 لإشتراك في هذه المساحة اإتصال على

 تحويلة 211  268661 

مك
ته م قا ر ا

مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني

صنعاء - شارع حده - أمام مركز الكميم التجاري
تلفون: 266375 - 505290

فاكس : 267619
ص.ب : 5465

Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye

 باسم محمد عبده الشيباني
Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax: 267619

P.O Box: 5465

نسعى لتقديم اأفضل واأحسن ي مجال اإستثار العقاري

     مكتب أحمد محسن امريسي
     للخدمات العقارية

حدة - احي السياسي -اأصبحي -  بيت بوس
 سيار:733802855 -مكتب:679166

للبيع: مبنى مكون من 3 فتحات ومدخل سيارة ومدخل  شخصي 
وشقة خلفية وشقتين كبيرة فوق في الحي السياسي قريب من 

شارع الجزائر والمجمع الليبي، حديثة وسعرها معقول جداً. مساحة 
اأرضية حوالي 7 لبن حره.

- فيا من حق هائل سعيد، بيت بوس. موقع ممتاز جداً. اأقرب إلى 
شارع الخمسين، مساحة اأرضية حوالي 40 لبنه. دورين أنيق جداً، 

جلسة مغلقة شمسية، مسبح مغطا بهناجر، حديقة رائعة، وأشجار 
مرتفعة. رائعة جداً أي أسرة تريد مساحة خارجية كبيرة. سعرها 

للبيع حوالي 750،000 دوار قابل للتفاوض للمشتري الجاد.
- شارع الخمسين، بيت بوس، 10 لبن فيها 3 فتحات، بدروم داخل.

سعر اللبيع:   70،000،000ريال قريبة جداً من بيت بوس. 

كوبون لاعانات الشخصية المجانية  (كل ااعانات الشخصية بدون أي مقابل)

❏   بيع       ❏  شراء       ❏  إيجار    ❏  إستئجار   ❏ طلب وظيفة   ❏  وظائف شاغرة       ❏ غير ذلك
تفاصيل ااعان: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

عنوان التواصل: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 قص هذا الكوبون وارسله إلى صحيفة يمن تايمز  على فاكس 268276  او على صندوق بريد  2579 - صنعاء 
لمزيد من المعلومات اتصل ب (ت 268661/2/3)  

لإعان في هذه الصفحة يرجى اإتصال على الرقم التالي 268661 /01 وإرسال اإعانات المجانية على فاكس01/268276     



By: Craig Anderson

TT
he Taj Mahal? The Great
Wall of China? The
Pyramids? Human innova-
tions of quite exceptional
beauty they unquestion-

ably are, but are they deserving of my
vote? Or perhaps more importantly, are
they deserving of YOUR vote?

In my case, I’m afraid they’re not,
for it’s the ancient ruins of Petra in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan that win
my unequivocal vote in the forthcom-

ing competition to decide upon the
seven ‘new’ wonders of the world
(www.new7wonders.com).

The colors of this “Rose red city, half
as old as time” indeed exceed all
superlatives when the afternoon sun
pours light upon its innumerable
facades. The sense of history hangs
heavy in the air as you trace Nabatean,
Roman and even Indiana Jones’ steps
along the Siq (the narrow canyon-
esque entrance to the city), anticipating
your first glimpse of the famed
Treasury building of many a tourist

b r o c h u r e .
However, it was-
n’t this, nor the
natural drama of
its location, the
sheer extent of
the city or the
incredible level
of preservation of
its monuments
that clinched my
vote for Petra.
No, my vote was
won by its
Bedouins.

Now, I’m not
entirely sure
whether the touts,
guides and ticket-
sellers of a place
constitute the
normal criteria
for judging its
merits, but the
Bedouins of Petra
are such a
r e s o u r c e f u l
bunch that their
role in anyone’s
visit to Petra
can’t be underes-
timated.

“One dinar,
mister! Cheap as

chips!” she bellowed at the slightly too
large tourist straddling the slightly too
small donkey up the more than slightly
precarious gorge. The mention of
dinars ought to have been an instant
giveaway, but unlike the decidedly
uninterested, even pained, expression
on this visitor’s face, for a moment I
had to wonder where I was – a London
market or the 2,000-year-old ruins of
Petra.

A subsequent cry of “Air-condi-
tioned taxi, sir?!” further confused my
bearings as a young boy proudly adver-
tised his donkey’s taxiing services,
keen for it to haul one shawarma-filled
tourist after another along various
rocky precipices.

And then there were the girls beck-
oning from some distant peak with
cries of “Tea?! You want tea?!” – offers
which, even if you were dying for a
cuppa, would leave you quite literally
dying once you’d scaled the peak from
which they were calling and, more
importantly, the tea would be cold.

Despite having been exiled from
their cave dwellings to a decidedly less
appealing village location some 30
years ago, the Bedouins of Petra,
extracted largely from the Bdoul tribe,
nevertheless remain a resolutely enter-
prising race of men and women.

From the camel owners able to spot a
pair of weary foreign legs from a mile
off, to the children selling Nabatean
artifacts – whether they be 2,000 years
old or circa 2005 – you’ll find yourself
unable to separate your memories of
the imposing Petra Monastery or the
view from the Nabatean High Place of
Sacrifice from whichever Bedouin it
was who was with you at the time.

Their often comical and enterprising
ways unquestionably are a wonder, but
are they and their rock-hewn home a
wonder of the world? I know I certain-
ly think so.

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper
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Petra: A world wonder…but not 
for the reasons one would think
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (95)
Thank you, teacher! (III)

T
eacher is an embodiment of love, a symbol of
compassion, and an unfailing treasure house
of qualities of head and heart that the learners

love to emulate.
• Thoughtful, esteemable, admirable, caring, humble,

encouraging, respectable... Some of the qualities
which set you apart, dear teacher!

• For you, dear teacher, a warm note of thanks for all
the lessons you’ve taught... for making us
differentiate between the right and the wrong, for
teaching us how to gain, in wisdom and in grace, for
being a source of inspiration in every walk of life,
for standing beside and for offering unconditional
support and guidance. It’s a perfect opportunity to
bring together all the big and small favors that
you’ve done and to be truly thankful for your
presence in life, as it really means a lot.

• For a teacher who’s a guide and a constant source of
inspiration to everyone. You make each moment of
the time spent with you a new learning experience,
with the way you’ve of making us understand.

• For all the times you’ve listened with understanding,
guided with patience and wisdom, and given so
much of yourself, this comes with a world of love
and thanks to you, dear teacher!

• Dear teacher! Your way of making things look better
than what they actually are, is what makes you the
best teacher ever...

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. They asked me to go swimming with them, but I

didn’t want.
2. The sorry boy apologized to his teacher.
3. She asked the opposite man the time.
4. You are asking me to do a very impossible job.
5. Bill Gates is absolutely rich.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. There are a number of reasons I don’t like him, but

his meanness is the main one.
2. The car’s in good condition. They told me so at the

garage (or They told me at the garage.) (We can use
tell + so after an object (‘me’) referring to a person.)

3. Nobody else seemed to enjoy Abdullah’s singing –
but I did.

4. Amal was late, as I predicted she might be.
5. ‘Will you see Marwa when you’re in Moscow?’

‘Yes, I hope to’ (‘Yes, I hope so.’ Is also possible.)

III. Increase Your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word
1. Moods or weather often changing
2. Slender thread of wire in an electric bulb
3. Of a son or daughter
4. Member of a legislature who tries to prevent passage

of a bill making long speeches.
5. Ornamental lace-like work of gold, silver, or copper

ware

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. Person who has committed a serious crime: felon(n)
2. Movement for recognition of claims of women’s

rights: feminism (n)
3. Place where there is a boat or aircraft that carries

people or goods across a river, channel, etc: ferry
(n)

4. Man (woman) to whom one is engaged to be
married: fiancé (n)

5. Complete failure, breakdown, in something
attempted: fiasco (n)

(B) Words often confused
Bring out the difference in meaning of the following
1. present, presentation
2. contrast, contradiction
3. cloth, clothing
4. put, keep
5. ability, capacity

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. last (adj) (coming after all others in time or order):

December is the last month of the year.
latest (n) (the most recent news, fashion, or
example): What is the latest about the election
results?

2. spatial (adj) (in relation to space): The university is
considering the spatial aspect of its expansion
proposal.
special (adj) (not common, usual, or general): The
President will grace the function as a special guest.

3. smile (n) (happy expression on the face): She
greeted me with a smile.
laugh (v) (make sounds, and movements of the face,
showing joy): The jokes made everyone in the class
laugh.

4. warrantee (n) (person to whom a warranty is
made): The warrantee can claim his money back if
there is a manufacturing defect.
warranty (n) (authority or guarantee): The dealer
gave warranty of quality in respect of the article.

5. voter (n) (person who votes): The candidate tries to
influence voters in his favor.
votary (n) (person who devotes his time and energy
to religious work and service): He is a votary of
peace.

(C) Synonyms and Antonyms
i. Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the one
given at the top
1. frisk

a) fry b) fly
c) gamble d) gambol

2. genre
a) giant b) birth
c) style d) gear

3. histrionic
a) past b) events
c) patriotic d) theatrical

4. ingenuous
a) skilful b) intelligent
c) artless d) genus

5. ideograph
a. symbol b. data
c. opinion d. imagination

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word Synonym

1. dissipate to dispel
2. ecstasy exalted feeling
3. effeminate womanish
4. expedite to hasten
5. fictitious unreal

ii) Antonyms
Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to
the one given at the top
1. legendary

a) ahistorical b) mythical
c) practical d) none of these

2. lament
a) rejoice b) deplore
c) cry d) complain

3. loyalty
a) consultancy b) perfidy
c) allegiance d) dishonesty

4. misgiving
a) assurance b) presence
c) doubt d) understanding

5. momentous
a) heavy b) short-lived
c) frivolous d) timely

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word Antonym

1. imply declare
2. impulsive heedful
3. infringement compliance
4. kernel husk
5. keen dull

(D) Spelling
Choose the correctly spelt word
1. a) woolen b) wollen

c) wolen d) woollen
2. a) carry b) cary

c) carie d) cury
3. a) abendon b) abandone

c) abandon d) abaendon
4. a) abbie b) abey

c) abbey d) abbie
5. a) abriviate b) abbriviate

c) abbreviat d) abbreviate

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. unforgettable 2. utilize
3. vacuum 4. violent

(E) Phrases and Idioms
Use the following in sentences
1. as thin as a rake
2. make the grade
3. see the last of
4. lock the stable door after the horse has bolted
5. a wild goose chase

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. go off at half-cock (to be unsuccessful as a result of

a lack of preparation): Our aim of winning the final
match went off at half-cock due to the coach’s
wrong planning.

2. the fat is in the fire (trouble can be expected): The
fat is in the fire now that his secret plan is made
known.

3. put off the evil hour (to postpone something
unpleasant): We should inform him about the bad
news – there’s no use in putting off the evil hour any
longer.

4. scratch the surface (to deal with only a very small
part of a problem): The father temporarily settled the
issue but his advice barely scratched the surface of
the long-standing disputes among the brothers.

5. put a good face on it (to pretend to be happy when
it is not really true): I’m putting a good face on it,
but in reality I can’t stand the sight of him.

IV. Grammar and Composition
(A) Grammar
Match the sentences below with the meanings they
express
Sentences
1. I remembered to post the letter
2. I remembered posting the letter 
3. I reminded you to post the letter 
4. I remember you posting the letter 
5. I forgot to post the letter 
6. I’ve forgotten posting the letter 
Meanings
A. I didn’t post the letter
B. I told you to post the letter
C. I recall that you posted the letter
D. I recall that I posted the letter
E. I didn’t forget to post the letter
F. I posted the letter, but I don’t recall it

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
among/between
1. Most of the runners finished between 10.00 and

10.30.
2. The pickpocket was walking around among the

people in the theatre.
3. The hunter shot the crocodile right between the

eyes.
false / artificial
1. The police made a number of false accusations

against him.
2. Not long ago many people had artificial teeth by the

time they were forty.
3. This jam is made of purely natural products and

there are no artificial ingredients.
make/do

1. Could you do me a favor, please?
2. Please don’t make a fuss about food.
3. Why haven’t you done your homework?

B. Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the maxim

121: LET SLEEPING DOGS LIE

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions
120 BEAUTY IS ONLY SKIN DEEP

Beauty is a concept defined as ‘qualities that give
pleasure to the senses (especially the eye and ear) or to
the moral sense or the intellect and lift up the mind or
spirit.’ Physical beauty, charm or gracefulness like a
blossom is merely an external manifestation, and in that
sense skin deep or shallow. It is a purely subjective or
personal impression and as Lew Wallace says is
“altogether in the eye of the beholder.” One may appear
charming to one person and may not be so to another.
Physical beauty is ephemeral or transitory like the charm
of a beautiful flower which fades away soon. But beauty,
in the real sense of the term, is the radiance of truth, the
fragrance of goodness. It refers to moral beauty and
strength. Sappho rightly says “What is beautiful is good,
and who is good will soon also be beautiful.” The
Romantic poet John Keats echoes this idea in his famous
lines: “Beauty is truth, truth beauty…” So, while
physical beauty has the depth of our skin, beauty
coupled with bounty is sustainable.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran
“Whatever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near
relative is concerned; and fulfil the covenant of Allah.
Thus doth He command you, that ye may remember:

S6:A152

VI. Food for Thought
“We do not see things as they are. We see them as we
are.”

The Talmud

Improve  Your  English: 303
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uman language is a system
meant, mainly, for commu-
nication. With the passage
of time, human needs
develop and change. As a

result, human system of communication
develops and changes. This evolution of
human communication system (lan-
guage) is characterized by several fea-
tures. While discussing language fea-
tures, Jean Aitchison1 made it clear that
acquiring language by human children is
the same across the world irrespective of
where it is spoken or to which language
family it belongs. It is also said that “…
all languages express the same meanings,
but with differing structural
realizations”2. Knowledge of the process
of language acquisition is necessary for
all teachers of foreign languages in order
to make teaching and learning the target
language as natural as the acquisition of
the learner’s mother tongue. This article
will discuss some language features and
their implications to the classroom. It
will also provide examples to make it
possible for the teacher of English to
apply some of these features in their
English classes. 

1. Naming Insight: It is said that human
beings started their language by naming
people, animals, objects and things. This
supports the idea that language began

with nouns which are considered to be
primary in the evolution of language.
That is why our children start their lan-
guage by naming things related to their
basic needs, e.g. milk, mum, doll, etc.
Based on this feature, many English text
books are designed for children or begin-
ners. 

In the classroom, the teacher can start
by naming things to children. Later, the
teacher can use nouns as a communica-
tive device for his/her beginner learners.
For example, a grocery or shopping list
can be used to develop communicative
interactions in the classroom context. At
a later stage, the teacher can shift into
introducing nouns which can be used as
verbs. 

Examples:

can [n.] – John canned the tuna . 
bag [n.] _Ali bagged the clothes. 
bug [n.] _ Jim bugged the micro-

phones. 

2. Doing or describing actions and
events: This is a second step after the
naming stage that human babies go
through. Obviously, verbs are of great
importance; they coexist with nouns to
express percepts, events and actions
which involve change in the surrounding
environment. Any sentence in any lan-
guage should have at least one verb. In
the process of language acquisition chil-
dren start attaching verbs to nouns in the
two-word utterances stage. 

Examples: 

‘mummy go’
‘doll sleep’
‘I drink’

This gradation in child language devel-
opment can be transferred to the formal
context of learning a second or foreign
language where we can start with sim-
ple and easy forms, especially with
beginners. 

Language features: Implications

for teaching and learning

Dr. Abdulhameed Ashuja'a
Assistant Prof and
Coordinator, Parallel
Education System,
Department of English,
Faculty of Languages, 
Sana'a University.
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LL
iterature, linguistics and
ELT are major branches in
teaching languages.
Translation is a branch of
linguistics, so the Yemeni

universities teach English-Arabic trans-
lation as courses in the colleges of Arts
or Education and as separate depart-
ments in some universities especially in
M.A. program. 

It is no denying the fact that transla-
tion has become a social phenomenon.
We need translation to understand others
and be understood as well. Most of the
companies, banks, firms, factories, asso-
ciations, organizations, etc. need transla-
tion to fulfill their transactions when
they deal with foreigners. Because of
these reasons and such others, the need
for skillful translators is increasingly
felt. 

As a researcher in this field, I am con-
vinced that it is not easy to find the
required number of competent transla-
tors in the Yemeni market. If we want to

ensure a team of skillful English-Arabic
translators and interpreters, the universi-
ty programs must run up teaching differ-
ent courses on translation, focusing on
the important branches that serve the
people and are congruent with the needs
of different sectors of the society such as
mass media translation, educational
translation, scientific translation, literary
translation, legal translation, etc. 

No nation can develop scientifically
and intellectually without translation.
We need to translate the works of the for-
eign scientists, authors, novelists, poets,
etc. in order to enrich ourselves by them.
Nowadays, some Yemeni university stu-
dents who study in the scientific sections
find it difficult to read and understand
references in English. Sometimes they
give these references to English special-
ists to be translated. Most of these trans-
lators try to escape translating such sci-
entific terms. Some of them translate lit-
erally with the result that are misleading. 

Translation is both theory and prac-
tice, so what the translator needs is a
good theoretical background on transla-
tion and good practice. Students of trans-
lation must take texts from different
fields and be trained to translate with
their supervisors and well-experienced
translators. Teaching in this regard must
focus on the practical sides in so far as
translation is an art and craft at the same
time. Moreover, if we want to teach
someone how to swim, it is better to take
him to the sea directly and put him into
water rather than give him a book to read
about swimming.

Mohammed Abduh Khoshafah 
Ibb University
khoshafah22@yahoo.com

The importance of teaching

translation in the Yemeni Universities 
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esearch case study is an
empirical inquiry which
investigates a contemporary
phenomenon in-depth with-
in real life contexts. Social

scientists have made use of this qualita-
tive research method to provide the foun-
dations for application of ideas and
extension of methods.

The researcher focuses on the study by
forming questions about the situation or
situations or problem or problems to
determine a purpose for its study. The
research area in a case study is a pro-
gram, a person, a group of people, a com-
munity which requires a study or consid-
eration from the social, political, eco-
nomic, historical point of view. In this
case, it requires wide ranging possibili-
ties for questions.

Case study research answers one or
more questions that start with “ Why “ or
“ How “ that target a limited number of
conditions or events taking into consider-
ations their inter-relations. The researcher
investigates indepth the case study
employing a variety of data gathering
methods to produce evidence leading to
understanding of the case and answering
the case study questions.

Researchers use case study methods
with success in carefully planned and
crafted studies of real life situations,
issues and problems. In the case study
researches one should focus on the fol-
lowing steps:
- Determine and specify the research

questions
- Select the cases and determine data

gathering and analysis techniques.
- Prepare to collect the data.
- Collect data in the field.
- Evaluate and analyze the data.
- Prepare the report.

Literature review is very essential to

study the questions of the problem put for
discussion and study. It is significant for
the researcher to determine the approach-
es to be used in his selection of single or
multiple real-life cases to examine the
problem. In using multiple cases, each
case is to be treated as a single case. The
outcomes can be used as information to
the whole study. The study should cover
a variety of geographic regions, a variety
of parameters and a variety of communi-
ties. Data gatherings must be qualitative
and quantitative to answer the research
questions. A number of instruments could
be employed in gathering of data such as
interviews, observations, surveys. 

The variations in places, people and
procedures help to reach the findings eas-
ily. The investigator training program
covers the basic concepts of the study,
terminology, processes and methods, it
also teaches the investigators how to
properly apply the techniques used in the
study. In addition, the program trains
investigators to understand how the gath-
ering of data using multiple techniques
strengthens the study by providing
opportunities for triangulation during the
analysis phase of the study. It is impor-
tant for the investigators to be good lis-
teners to those who they interview. The
investigators should be smart in asking
their questions and interpret answers.
They should review the documents care-
fully looking for facts. They should be
flexible in real life situations. They must
be open to contrary findings and be
aware that they are going into the world
of real human beings who may be threat-
ened or unsure of what the case study will
bring. 

In case study, researchers must get suf-
ficient training to select a pilot site and
conduct a pilot test using each data to
study the problematic area. They need to
anticipate key problems, identify key
people and establish rules for accounta-
bility.

The object of the case study is to iden-
tify the casual factors relevant to the
observed phenomenon. Field notes are
important because they record feelings,
pose questions and document the work in
progress. They record testimonies, sto-
ries, and illustrations which are useful in
writing the report. The researcher should
use a database which could be handy in
his documentation and classification. The
whole process is analysis and evaluation
in which the researcher remains open to
new opportunities and insights.

3. Interchangeability: This feature
means that all humans have a natural
ability of sending and receiving mes-
sages. Therefore, language teachers
should enable and help the learners to
practise their natural ability to send
messages. In other words, language
learners need to be given the chance to
speak most of the class time, notwith-
standing the mistakes they may make.  

4. Flexibility: This feature is evident in
the availability of adpositions (words
used before or after nouns) in lan-
guage. In other words, some lan-
guages have prepositions (e.g. English
and Arabic), while some other have
postpositions (e.g. Hindi). Flexibility in
human language lies in the fact that
many different ideas can be expressed
by a limited number of prepositions. 

Examples:
at 3 oʼ clock in the city 
at home in trouble
at a glance in progress 
at a stretch in touch with 
etc.  etc. 

Being aware of this feature, the teacher
may help his/her students utilize what-
ever they know to express other new
ideas without requiring more efforts. 

4. Generativity: It means that lan-
guage is a rule-governed system. By a
set of finite rules, humans can generate
and produce countless number of sen-
tences. They can also generate and
recognize any sentence which they
have never uttered or seen before. This
feature is said to be related to the gen-
erative nature of human cognition. An
awareness of this feature is necessary
for the teacher when dealing with the
learners of the target language. S/he
should know that generativity is not a
result of a mere repetition or imitation of
certain structures. Rather, it results
from appropriate and enough exposure
to language; it develops from enough
data available in the teaching /learning
context. In other words, generativity
can develop from learning experiences
where language chunks are in use, so
that language learners familiarize
themselves with the target language.
Consequently, language learners will
start to apply their innate ability to gen-
erate and develop hierarchical struc-
tures. 

Examples: 
My long red new pen is expensive 
My red new pen 
My new pen 
My pen 

In the fitness of things, the classroom
should provide a conducive environ-
ment for the learner to acquire the tar-
get language at ease. Language tasks
should be contextualized and relevant
to the learnersʼ level and needs. 

5. Meaning extension: This feature
distinguishes human language from
other communication systems. 

Examples: 
ʻ head ʻ is used in these senses: 
head of the body 
head of the tribe 
head of the department 

Language teachers can make use of
the known to get the unknown. In other
words, they can help the learner (par-
ticularly adult intermediate learners),
expand and develop their language by
using the language chunks they have
already acquired. 

6. Language structures: These are
not dealt with in isolation; meaning
should be taken into account while
interpreting language structures. 

Examples: 
- For no money would Jack wash the
car. (he wouldnʼt)
- For no money Jack would wash the

car. (he would)

In these two examples, structures
seem similar, but meaning is different.
This underscores the need that lan-
guage teaching should be meaning-
driven, i.e. contextualized and commu-
nicative tasks should be encouraged
and developed; isolated and mechani-
cal language exercises should be dis-
couraged and avoided. 

Conclusion: 
To conclude, awareness of language
features is necessary for the teacher in
order to help his/her students learn and
acquire the target language easily and
efficiently. Language tasks and exercis-
es can be designed and developed
along the lines of these features. A lan-
guage teacher can, therefore, be in a
better position to introduce conducive
learning experiences in the classroom
as well as to overcome language learn-
ing difficulties.

Language features: Implications for teaching and learning
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Guggenheim Fellowship
in 1939 enabled  Richard
Nathaniel Wright (1908-
1960)  to complete his
novel Native Son which

is  considered a monumental achieve-
ment in the world of fiction. The novel
earned Wright the “reputation as a
protest writer who dared to expose the
stresses and pathologies of the urban
ghettos” and in addition to that “both
critical acclaim and commercial suc-
cess simultaneously.” A masterpiece,
his Black Boy, published in 1945,
prompted Ralph Ellison to greet Wright
as a “black boy singing lustily as he
probes his own grievous wounds” and
predicted that the book would “ do
much to redefine the problem of the
Negro and American Democracy”
(Gates Jr., Henry Louis & Nellie Y.
McKay Eds., 1997: 1377-79). 

Dr Poddar’s book Socio-Psychic
Protest in Richard Wright is also an
attempt at redefinition of the problems
of the Negro in American Democracy
in terms of   different nuances of the
protest through Wright’s quest for
vision.  In the ‘Foreword’ to the book it
has been rightly remarked  by Professor
D.Thakur of Richard Wright’s “unal-
loyed vision which projects” itself in
his literary  works “in terms of dynam-
ic togetherness of truth, goodness and
beauty.” Commenting on the “measure
of creativity” in Richard Wright’s nov-
els  he further states, “One feels that the
novelist is putting his characters
through such vicarious experiences of
life – high and low, simple and com-
plex – that they, at last, have to with-
draw into themselves to find out the
way best suited to them and to their
Protest” (iv). The book deals with, as
Dr Poddar  acknowledges in the
‘Preface’, “the profundity and serious-
ness of the protest” and the different
aspects of this   protest have  been pre-
sented before the reader after having
analyzed “the subterranean world
which [Wright] creates in each of his
fictional works” (xiii-iv). 

The first chapter, “The Voice of
Protest”,  begins with the famous lines
from Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities

(“It was the best of
times….”) commenting
on the contradictions
which were there during
the time the “black race
found itself segregated as
a new class of black
minority” (1). This chap-
ter outlines the “artistic
protest[s]” (9) which
were shaped by the works
of African American writ-
ers beginning with Jupiter
Hammon.  The list of
“protest writers –major
and minor” (23) provided
in this chapter is very
exhaustive and draws
from the writings of the
famous African American
authors up to
Countee Cullen.
It quotes gener-
ously and appo-
sitely from the
representa t ive
works. For exam-
ple, Claude
Mckay’s famous
sonnet “If We
Must Die” has
been quoted in
full and
Langston Hughes’s “I, Too” is quoted
along with extracts from his essay.
Summarizing the literature of slavery
and freedom, literature of the
Reconstruction to the New Negro
Renaissance, and the Harlem
Renaissance   it surveys the “bumpy,
crusty road that Richard Wright was
bound to move” (24). 

Quoting from the creative and criti-
cal writings of   Wordsworth and
Coleridge and showing the influence of
Sherwood Anderson, Theodore Dreiser,
Sinclair Lewis, George Moore, Mark
Twain, Baudelaire, Stendhal, Turgenev,
and  T. S. Eliot on Wright, Dr Poddar
demonstrates in the second chapter:
“The Quest for Vision”,  that Wright’s
quest for vision was linked with “his
search for the right expression” (37).
Undeniably, his short stories, as Dr
Poddar comments “can be said to be the
first artistic creation which gave a
mature and concrete shape to his
vision” (43). It is worthy  to mention
here that in his short story “The Man
Who Lived Underground” (1945)
Wright created  a  discourse of “invisi-
bility” of the blacks  in American soci-
ety and this inspired Ralph Allison to
continue  this further in his famous
novel Invisible Man (1952). The fol-
lowing lines from Allison’s  novel will
clarify the point: “I am invisible… sim-
ply because people refuse to see
me”….I am neither dead nor in a state
of suspended animation.  Call me  Jack-
the Bear, for I am in a state of hiberna-

tion .”  (quoted in  Gates Jr., Henry
Louis & Nellie Y. McKay Eds,1997:
1518-1519). We find the echo of this in
Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony
(1977)  when Tayo, the protagonist
feels invisible, “The new doctor asked
him if he had ever been visible, and
Tayo spoke to him softly and said  that
he was sorry but nobody was allowed
to speak to an invisible one.” ….”The
sun was dissolving the fog and one day
Tayo heard a voice answering the doc-
tor.  The voice was saying, ‘He can’t
talk to you. He is invisible.  His words
are formed with an invisible tongue,
they have no sound.’ “(15) The memo-
ries of the life he spent as an American
soldier  in the Philippines at the time of
the World War II haunt him, “They sent
me to this place after the war.  It was
white.  Everything in that place was
white. Except for me. I was invisible. “
(123) (Emphasis added). One can also
read the counter-discourse on this “nar-
rative of hibernation” in Toni
Morrison’s Song of Solomon (1977)
when Milkman, Morrison’s protagonist
defines his own identity unlike the
invisible protagonists of Wright and
Ellison whose identity is shaped by
how other people define them (Prasad:
2005). 

The third chapter is a detailed analy-
sis of Wright’s fictional world - Lawd
Today: A paradigm of introverted
protest, Native Son: A psychosomatic
protest, The Outsider: An existential
protest, and Long Dream: Dream of
protest – forming the basis of Dr
Poddar’s conclusion of the total signif-

icance (the final chapter) of Wright as a
crusader fighting against poverty, racial
discrimination, and the oppressive
monolithic discursive practices of his
time.  Wright was the  first African
American  writer to explore profoundly
the problems of identity of his commu-
nity “by rejecting the ‘decadent aes-
theticism’ of Harlem renaissance writ-
ers and by  turning to the ‘nourishing’
formula of Marxism and social
protest”. In  so doing  he established
“for African American writing “ a cen-
ter of gravity” (Gates Jr., Henry Louis
& Nellie Y. McKay Eds., 1997: 1321).
His influence can be seen on James
Baldwin, Ralph Ellison, Malcolm X,
Toni Morrison and Maya Angelou, and
even on Leslie Marmon Silko, a
famous Native American author.
Significantly, Dr Poddar’s book is a re-
evaluation of the different tones and
shades  of the Protest delineated in the
novels of Wright, hitherto only referred
to as “perhaps the highest form of
‘social protest’ “ ( Ibid). 

Besides, the book reflects the com-
parative vision of its author, Dr Poddar,
the way he has compared and contrast-
ed Wright’s intellectual outlook and his
literary, social and artistic conscious-
ness with those of some of the most sig-
nificant writers of World Literature like
Shakespeare, Swift, Jane Austen
Dostoyevsky, Emile Bronte, Dickens,
D.H. Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, E. M.
Forster, Sartre, and Camus. While dis-
cussing the existential protest of Cross,
the protagonist of Wright’s The
Outsider, he brings out similarities with
those of Mersault, the central character
in Camus’s The Stranger. In the same
way,  he traces the influence of
Shakespeare’s King Lear on Wright’s
Native Son by cogently comparing the
psychological states of King Lear and “
Wright’s heroes” whose protest  “ does
not have the same intensity as those of
King Lear yet the unconscious paral-
lelism adds to Wright’s protest a new
dimension” (67).

The book is a commendable step on
the part of Dr Poddar as he has “served
the academic and literary world well”
(‘Foreword’, v).  The publisher
deserves to be  thanked  for an impres-
sive lay out of the book, and also for
bringing out the book with only a few
typographical mistakes (on pages 5, 9,
14, 17, & 25). Dr Poddar has success-
fully dealt with the theme of protest in
the novels of Richard Wright whose life
resembled a typical American success
myth - “from his impoverished and
educationally barren early years to his
achievement as a favored literary
touchstone.” 

Dr. Bashar Ghazi Askar
Assistant professor of English
basharaskar90@hotmail.com

93 May3 May, 2007, 2007EducationEducation 2

Dear learner friends,

DD
oesn’t the question look
silly? The answer is
obvious. In the class-
room. I asked this ques-
tion to a set of students

and their answer was the same. Then I
asked them ‘where else do you learn
English?’ They started thinking. In fact
this is my question I would ask and try
to answer in this letter. Is classroom the
only place for learning English? What
about those who learn on their own, for
example, through the distance mode or
in the open learning system? I suppose
you are aware of these alternative sys-
tems of learning. Though they are not
popular in Yemen, some institutions are
attempting to offer education through
these alternative systems. You can
learn very many things sitting at home
on your own. Such systems are very
helpful to women especially in Yemen
who wouldn’t like to go out to learn
and we will talk about them later. Even
if you are not a student of distance edu-
cation, you don’t learn only in your
classroom.

In fact, learning begins at the cradle
and ends at the grave. May be you
wonder if there are places in Yemen
outside the classroom for learning
English. Yes, there are. What about the
school or college campus outside the

classroom? Don’t you see anything in
English in the school campus? I have
seen in several schools charts in
English on the walls of the school. You
read them when you pass by them,
don’t you? Students in colleges do hear
a lot of English in the Departments. of
English. I was pleased to see on the
door of the Departments of English in
one of the Faculties in Taiz a notice car-
rying “Speak only in English here”.
Even otherwise many students in my
Faculty, boys and girls, speak to the
teachers, Indian and Yemeni, in
English. An attempt to learn English,
isn’t it? The more you use English, the
better and faster you learn English.

Come out of the school and college.
You see a lot of shops displaying their
names in English, of course the names
are Arabic too. Some of them have mis-
takes, sometimes funny ones! I once
saw in Ibb a board with the name
‘Beast Restaurant’; what is meant is
‘Best Restaurant’, but the mistake
makes sense, doesn’t it, as it serves
meat. You can notice these mistakes
and learn from them too, correcting
them yourselves and telling to correct,
if possible. A ‘pharmacy’ is spelt as
‘farmacy’, the way we pronounce the
word.

And there are other resources such
as newspapers and TV channels. The
‘Yemen Times’, with a view to helping
you, offers a page, called Youth/Fun
page every Thursday for you to con-
tribute and benefit from; read and write
to the page. Listen to English broadcast
on the Yemen TV everyday and you
will see your English improving. Good
luck!

Be glad to share with
others what you’ve learnt.

Yours affectionately, 
Dr M N K Bose

Prof. M.N.K.Bose 
Professor of English, 
Faculty of Education, Taiz
mnk_bose@hotmail.com
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ELT Panorama

Reviewed by
Anil K Prasad Ph.D.
Associate Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb University,
prasad@y.net.ye 

1 Aitchison, J. 1996. The Seeds
of Speech. London: Cambridge
University Press.

2 White, R. V. 1988. The ELT
Curriculum. Oxford: Blackwell
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Richard Wright as a Protest Writer: A Re-evaluation 

“I did not embrace insurgency through open choice.”

Case study in research method

Gurudeo Poddar



SS
ince the publication of “a
strongly pro-Oxfordian
piece” in the New York

Times (February 10, 2002),
the claim for the 17th Earl

of Oxford as the likely author of
Shakespeare’s works has got a substan-
tial boost and considerable endorse-
ment. While the Stratfordians (sup-
porters of William Shakespeare of
Stratford-upon-Avon) have dismissed
the Oxfordians’ ( supporters of the
17th Earl of Oxford) contention as “the
unsupported fringe belief”, the latter
have  argued their point with immense
vehemence and circumstantial evi-
dence. In this context, an article pub-
lished in Yemen Times (“William
Shakespeare and his Challengers”, 25
April 2005) has evoked a measure of
response. It is an opportune moment to
tie up these responses with William
Shakespeare’s date of birth ( also the
date on which he passed away, 23 April
1564-23 April 1616)).

Here is Willard Ron Hess, the author
of  a significant book in support of the
17th Earl of Oxford, the latest candi-
date for the Shakespearean works: 

Dear Dr. Murari Prasad: 
I read your very interesting pro-
Oxfordian article in the Yemen Times

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SOS4
Ever/message/41) after a friend for-
warded it to our Oxfordian communi-
ty. Welcome to you as an Oxfordian, in
intellectual honesty if not in dues-pay-
ing membership. I’ve written several
books in a series, “The Dark Side of
Shakespeare,” which can be read for
free online via instructions on my web-
page (this needs a bit of updating, par-
ticularly about my forthcoming
Volumes IIIA, IIIB, & IIIC). I’d appre-
ciate getting some feedback from you
and your students after you’ve read
through my webpage.

You’ll likely find most interesting
my arguments that the 17th Oxford’s
trips to Belgium, France, and Italy
from 1574 to 76 were part of a larger
mission to encounter, beguile, befud-
dle, and then destroy Europe’s most
dangerous war-man, Don Juan of
Austria, the “Victor of Lepanto,” who
in 1573 had been ordered in a Papal
Bull to take his fleet from Naples to
invade England, free Mary Queen of
Scots from her English imprisonment,

put Mary on the throne of England,
marry her, and thus make himself King
of England. Then I show that Don Juan
as inspiration for characters and situa-
tions appears to have been inserted into
each and every Shakespeare play. And
that would have been strange indeed
for plays first emerging in 1594 to
1623, since Don Juan died (or was poi-
soned) in October 1578 just as he was
preparing to invade England from
Belgium, and later bogeymen, like his
nephew the Duke of Parma, took his
place in the English topicality. I argue
that only someone like Oxford, who’d
encountered and abused Don Juan, vis-
ited places like Milan and Sicily that
were in Don Juan’s governorship,
could have had such a fascination with
the quickly forgotten war-man.

Sincerely yours, 
W. Ron Hess 

http://home.earthlink.net/~beorn-
shall/index.html/ 

BeornsHall@earthlink.net 

Another Shakespearean scholar
‘intrigued’ by the YT article is Richard
M Waugaman. He writes:

Dear Prof. Prasad
I was intrigued to read in your 2005
article on Shakespeare and his 
Challengers in the Yemen Times that
there is a “US-Aussie grant of 
$170,000 to develop computer soft-
ward capable of analyzing” authorship 
questions. I have not been able to find
other references to that 
grant. Do you happen to know what
has become of it?

Thank you
Richard M. Waugaman, M.D.

Clinical Professor of Psychiatry,

Georgetown University School of
Medicine

Reader, Folger Shakespeare Library
email: rwmd@comcast.net

Further,  seminars and conferences
have been organized by the
Shakespeare Authorship Research
Centre at Concordia University to
probe and resolve the issue. In
response to my question pertaining to
Ben Jonson’s celebrated remarks on
Shakespeare, “ Sweet Swan of Avon”,
the Oxfordians have said that this evi-
dence could apply to Oxford by assert-
ing that Oxford owned an estate on the
Avon river. While it’s true that one of

the many estates Oxford inherited from
his father was at Bilton on the Avon
river, the Stratfordians trash the plea
by saying that the Earl sold this estate
in 1580 (43 years before Jonson’s
poem), and there is no evidence that he
was ever physically present there.

Recently, Prof David Crystal has
come out with a  scrap of argument ,
though far from joining this controver-
sy, in support of Shakespeare’s school
education :

“I have actually recently discovered
a fragment of a school report about
Shakespeare, written by his teacher in
1571, when the lad was seven:

‘Some small improvement this term.
Needs to work on his handwriting. Still
talking in class a lot. Frivolous atti-
tude. Seems to have an unhealthy
interest in ghosts, witches, and dag-
gers.’

A forgery, do I hear you say?”
(“Shakespeare and ELT”)

A performance lecture originally
given, with the assistance of Ben
Crystal and Hilary Crystal, at IATEFL
2003, Brighton”)

It remains to be seen how the
Oxfordians respond to Crystal’s plea
once it is published. Ron Hess, in a
recent email to me, hints at the upcom-
ing intellectual sparring: “As to Prof.
Crystal, let him publish his ‘scrap of
evidence,’ since no scrap of evidence
exists that Mr. Shakspere
[Shakespeare] ever attended any edu-
cational institution. Indeed, if you read
the Cox and Detobelarticles on my
webpage (articles #3 & #4), you’ll see
that best evidence is he didn’t even
know how to write. And in a town
overwhelmingly illiterate, in a family
where everyone (parents, wife, chil-
dren) ‘signed with their mark,’ nobody
should be given the presumption of lit-
eracy, should they?”

So far the Oxfordians’ contention
has been derided as “ factual distor-
tion” fabulously concocted and
William Niederktorn’s article in the
Times , allegedly in support of their
claim, as “ anti-intellectual drivel”.
Yemen Times is yet to hear back from
the Stratfordians. Meanwhile, for the
mainstream Shakespeareans, in the
absence of decisive evidence and lack
of consensus amidst the swelling tide
of contankerous spats, the Bard of
Avon remains as potent as his pen-
tameters.
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The debate continues, the mystery persists

Who wrote Shakespeare? 

AA
mong today’s clutch of
Indian writers in English,
Arundhati Roy is not
only unusually famous
but famously unusual.

She is an international best-seller, yet
she lives in India and is not liable to the
charges of inauthenticity frequently
levelled at diasporic writers. She is
seen as a regional novelist of Kerala,
yet was born in 1961, not there but in
Shillong (then in Assam, now in
Meghalaya), to a Hindu Bengali father
and Kerala Christian mother. She has
written only one novel, the Booker-
winning The God of Small Things, yet
is considered a leading novelist by the
critical establishment even though the
rest of her work consists of two screen-
plays and a large body of non-fiction of
a campaigning and journalistic nature. 

As a scholar of Indian Writing in
English (IWE) myself, I responded in
the Yemen Times earlier this year (Issue
1021, Vol. 14, 1 February 2007) to Dr
Prasant K. Sinha’s review of another
book edited by Dr Prasad, Vikram

Seth’s ‘A Suitable Boy’: An Anthology

of Recent Criticism. I am now pleased
to be able to respond similarly to Dr
Sharma’s review of the volume
Arundhati Roy: Critical Perspectives

(which I did not contribute to as such,
but did participate in as one of the peer-
readers). It consists of a brief foreword
by postcolonial guru Bill Ashcroft, a
long introduction by Dr Prasad, nine
essays on Roy (including one by the
editor), an interview with Roy from
2001 (reprinted from Frontline), and an
extensive bibliography. One of the con-
tributors, Antonia Navarro-Tejero, of
Córdoba (Spain), is also the author of a
full-length study of Roy and Githa
Hariharan. Like Dr Sharma, I applaud
the quality and utility of this volume
for those studying, teaching or simply
interested in Arundhati Roy. I would,
however, like in this brief piece to
qualify aspects of his assertions and to
raise some additional points.

Dr Sharma correctly notes that ‘a
proper estimation of Roy’s activism is
still awaited’, but this book certainly
makes a start in that direction. There
have been various critical anthologies
and studies dedicated to The God of

Small Things, but to the best of my
knowledge this is the first to attempt a
comprehensive coverage of both that
novel and her non-fiction - notably in
Murari Prasad’s own essay, which
ambitiously straddles the fiction / non-
fiction divide. What, though, no-one in
this volume attempts is a detailed com-
parison of Roy’s non-fictional practice
to that of other IWE authors. Joel
Kuortti, in an article of 2004, did com-
pare Roy’s and Rushdie’s political non-
fiction; but, for instance, Amitav
Ghosh has produced substantial
amounts of non-fiction, some of it as
politically engaged as the anti-nuclear

Countdown. Vikram Seth’s Two Lives

is also historically engaged non-fiction.
Surely, more than Roy is involved here.

Dr Sharma claims that one weakness
of the book is a certain narrowness, in
that ‘most of the essays operate within
the single parameter of postcolonial-
ism’. This is not entirely fair. As Dr
Sharma does actually note himself, the
more strictly political dimension is dis-
cussed, as is the feminist aspect. Aijaz
Ahmad takes head-on the vexed issue
of Roy’s unsympathetic portrayal of
Kerala communism in her novel;
Antonia Navarro-Tejero’s dissection of
the exploitative character Chacko cri-
tiques Kerala Marxism, thus strongly
diverging from Ahmad, while also
offering a feminist reading with stress
on subalternhood. The volume has suf-
ficient balance.

The complex and multi-stranded
content of Roy’s novel is, in fact, suffi-
ciently dealt with in the volume: what
it does lack is a really substantial dis-

cussion of its language. Murari Prasad
himself, in 2004, did publish a paper
going into that vital aspect in detail,
and a similar piece would have useful-
ly enriched this collection. As it is,
Aijaz rather polemically claims in his
essay that Roy is ‘the first Indian writer
in English where a marvellous stylistic
resource becomes available for provin-
cial, vernacular culture  … without the
book reading as a translation’. He even
contrasts her novel with Raja Rao’s
Kanthapura, whose English is famous-
ly pervaded by Kannada, arguing that
in that book Rao ‘wrote in English
what could easily have been written in
another Indian language’ (pp. 40-41).
This clashes with the widely-held view
that The God of Small Things is com-
parably pervaded by Malayalam inflec-
tions, as represented in this volume by

Alex Tickell (‘these [linguistic] experi-
ments occur in close proximity to …
Malayalam’ - p. 67). There is a poten-
tial controversy here that seems worth
taking up, and it would be interesting
for a neutral scholar to look at Roy’s
stylistics closely and compare her
English in detail with Malayalam
usage (such a study would, though,
need to be accessible to the non-
Malayali reader).

Also not taken up by either book or
review is the massive international
popularity of Roy’s novel - it is said to
have sold over 4 million in over two
dozen language versions - and the
related issue of translation. How has
The God of Small Things been received
in, say, France, a country where much
of her non-fiction has also been trans-
lated? Has the Spanish translation of
her novel been received differently in
Spain’s European and Latin America’s
third-world contexts? What difficulties
have Roy’s translators experienced in

rendering her very particular brand of
English, and what strategies have they
used to get its flavour across? 

There, a whole slew of issues remain
to be resolved. Meantime, the contrib-
utor Amitava Kumar reminds us that
Arundhati Roy has become ‘perhaps
the most important writer in India
familiar to the West since Rabindranath
Tagore’ (p. 31). She remains an ‘in
India’ writer though so many have cho-
sen diasporic hybridity. The very spe-
cial status of her writing is vindicated
by both Dr Prasad’s excellent compila-
tion and Dr Sharma’s very judicious
review. And yet, in response to the
questions her work raises, perhaps the
best the critic can do is recall the finale
of The God of Small Things, and echo
Roy’s own moving one word of clo-
sure, ‘Tomorrow’.

Arundhati Roy, most important
‘in India’ writer since Tagore?

Dr Christopher Rollason
Metz, France
rollason@9online.fr

Dr Murari Prasad
Faculty of Arts
Sanaʼa University
murarip@gmail.com

The authorship question regarding  the works
attributed to William Shakespeare is far from settled.  

Response to Dr. R.S. Sharma, ´The Mistress of
English Proseʼ (Issue 1023, Vol. 14, 8-12 Feb 07 -
review of Murari Prasad, ed., Arundhati Roy: Critical
Perspectives, Delhi: Pencraft, 2006)
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Arundhati Roy

Tick ( ) the most appropriate
choice

1. An instrument for measuring
the intensity of electromagnetic
radiation is
Radiometer
Actinometer
Potometer
Galvanometer

2. All magnetic substances lose
their magnetism when
subjected to heat
subjected to light pressure
placed in water
brought near a magnetic field

3. A yellow green secretion
produced by liver is called
mucus
pus
bile
bile-salts

4. Antibiotics cure diseases by
competitive inhibition
fighting with the disease-causing
organism
turning the pathogen out of the

body
removing pain

5. Organic evolution through large
discontinuous variation was
propounded by
Lamarck
Darwin
Hugo de Vries
Mendel

Suggested answers to the previous
issue’s questions
1. In some of the flowers, the

stamens and pistils mature at
different times to ensure cross
pollination. This phenomenon is
known as Dichogamy.

2. The sweat glands in mammals are
primarily concerned with
regulation of body temperature.

3. Wildlife conservation has not only
an aesthetic sense but it is also
practiced for keeping balance of
nature.

4. Camel is the only animal that
cannot swim.

5. The total energy of an electron in
an atom is always –ve.

SCIENCE QUIZ LINE

1. What is implied by the term
‘egghead’?

2. What is ‘piping hot’?
3. What is ‘Quin quennial’?
4. What is ‘Nullipara’?
5. ‘What does the expression

‘between Scylla and
Charybdis’ mean?

Suggested answers to the
previous issue’s questions
1. The phrase ‘A fly in the

ointment’ refers to something
that spoils an otherwise
satisfactory situation! The idiom
has its origin in the Bible. Its use:
‘Our department colleagues are
nice and cooperative. But Dr.
Joohi is the only fly in the
ointment.’

2. When one ‘plunks oneself
down’, it means ‘one sits or falls
down hard.’ for example,
‘Hussein plunked down on
Muhsin’s lap.’

3. ‘Panegyric’ means ‘a speech or
piece of writing praising
something or somebody.’

4. ‘glitzy’ means extravagant but
superficial display of something.
The word is from German
‘glitzerig’, which means
‘glittering.’

5. The phrase ‘white elephant’
means a very costly possession
that is worthless to its owner and
only a cause of trouble. A ‘white
elephant’ is something that the
owner wants to get rid of but
cannot. One wants to get rid of
the object because maintaining it
is very expensive.

ANY GUESSES?

I find no kinship with anything;
The world is alien, the times estranged-
As if I came in an age too soon or too
late.
Or perhaps in an interim.

The seasons have lost their appointed
hours,
The eyes of the sun and stars their
keenness;
Those who swim with the tide have
come,
Sowing their words upon the waters.

Oh time with no identity,

When the murderer’s trade is one with
the physician’s;
Distinctions of contraries are blotted out,
And truth’s arrow forgets to hit the
target.

Its own fragrance is the death of the
flower;
Even the innocent dew is suspect.
The juice of the grape has lost its fervor;
Sheer terror is the sole delight.

But what now can strike terror in us?
There is nothing at all that can put us in
fear;
Murder is a lust and an opiate,
Only security is held in contempt.

Killing plays the part of its own assassin:
Today it comes in a novel guise-
A mark that displays the grace of beauty.
Who now will Azad [1] give her poison
to?
No one is left, she must drain her own

cup.

Earth’s slumber holds the shoots of
burgeoning,
The end of death is the beginning of
awakening.
Here the dead become the seeds of new
life.
Rain then, clouds, on whatever spot you
will!

POETRY IN TRANSLATION

Translated by: Sameer

Ahmed Al-Nuzaili, Ibb

University
S4u2008@yahoo.com

Edward de Vere (right), the 17th Earl of Oxford, is the strongest contender
to the authorship of Shakespeareʼs works, after the Bard of Avon (left).
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End of death By Abdullah Al-Baraduni



AA
wareness about work-

place ethics, especially

on the part of execu-

tives, plays a vital role

in promoting a healthy

work culture. The following tips would

help you to enrich your work place

ecology and make you a vibrant pro-

fessional.

• Don’t discriminate against any

prospective employees, associates,

consultants and clients whatever

their race, color, nationality, reli-

gion, gender, sexual orientation,

ethnic or national origins, mental

or physical condition, age or mari-

tal status.

• All employees, associates and con-

sultants should treat all clients

and members of the public equally

and will not discriminate against

them on any of the above grounds.

• No reports written or verbal or any

documentation issued or drafted by

any of your employees, associates

or consultants should contain

implied or explicit discrimination

due to any of these factors.

• Establish and maintain a working

environment in which recruitment

and promotion within the company

is based on merit.

• Provide terms and conditions,

training, promotion and an objec-

tive  appraisal irrespective of their

personal attributes or social affilia-

tions.

• No applicant for employment

should be treated less favorably

than another on any of the grounds

(except where there are legal limi-

tations, e.g. persons aged over 65

and under 18 in certain jobs).

• Ensure that selection decisions are

made on ability only using objec-

tive job related criteria.

• Maintain a workforce that broadly

reflects the local community in

which we operate. Monitor and

analyze information from job

applicants to include data relating

to their racial or ethnic group, gen-

der, marital status and disability

status. 

• Any acts of discrimination includ-

ing harassment should be grounds

for disciplinary action and any

complaints raised should be han-

dled through grievance procedure.

• Don’t entertain any employee to

make groups or gangs within the

company of any kind whatsoever.

If the above criteria are scrupulously

observed the work place will provide

an ideal environment conducive to

mental and professional growth of the

employees.

UU
nless you invest time and
effort in improving your
English, you can’t make
significant progress in the
art of communication as

communication is a skill much like swim-
ming. If you don’t get into the water and
actually start swimming, your swimming
skill will not improve.

Let’s now consider some vital compo-
nents which play a decisive role in oral
communication.

Intonation is perhaps the chief means
by which the speaker conveys his atti-
tudes and emotions in oral communica-
tion. The import of an utterance does not
reveal itself in any noticeable way with-
out appropriate intonational pattern. It is
not made clear to the hearer whether the
speaker’s attitude is one of politeness,
assertiveness, concern or incredibility.

Intonation makes distinctions of attitu-
dinal nuances to which grammar most
often gives no structural clues.

The following pairs of sentences show
how intonation signals the speaker’s atti-
tudes and emotions:-

a. He is very good. (plain statement)
b. He is very good (reservation on the

part of the speaker)
a. When can you come? (neither polite

nor impolite)
b. When can you come? (expresses

politeness)
a. Thank you (genuine gratitude) 
b. Thank you (casual)
a. He’ll fall (uninterested)
b. He’ll fall (concern).

Ability in expressing your needs, wants,
opinions, feelings and beliefs in apolo-
getic, indifferent or self-effacing ways

will help you to think creatively in
English, improve your fluency and reduce
your anxiety about speaking English. By
rehearsing the conversations and explana-
tions of the classroom, focusing on the
professor’s intonation and organization
markers in your class, you might further
enhance your speaking skills.

The tactics of improvement in commu-
nication and speaking skills highly
depend upon your acquisition of:
• The techniques of self-enhancement
• The skills of describing yourself in

positive terms
• Appropriate emotional cues
• An adequate knowledge base

In the realm of public speaking, the ulti-
mate goal of the speaker is to elicit  the
expected response from the listener.
Therefore, the first step to be taken care of
before you plan a research or organize a
presentation is to determine the precise
objective of the presentation. You must
have a very clear and focused objective
before you begin. The following are a few
tips for successful public speaking:-

1. Know your audience: You must
have a fair idea of the intellectual level of
the audience and accordingly structure
out the presentation.

2. Know your subject: Have a com-
mand on your material. Practice and
revise your speech. There should be a
careful and deliberate sequential and hier-
archical arrangement of thoughts.

3. Know your goal: You must be
aware of the goal that outlines the purpose
of the presentation. Focus is the key to a
successful presentation.

4. Turn nervousness into enthusi-
asm: Turn your nervousness, confusion
and disorder into positive energy.

5. Gain experience: Try to learn from
your mistakes as experience builds confi-
dence, which is the key to effective pub-
lic speaking.

Public speaking is all about communicat-
ing or sharing information or streamlined
expression of thoughts with a group or an
individual. Thus expression of your
thoughts, ideas and concerns clearly and
in a lively manner will go a long way to
instill and sustain the interest of your
audiences.

Script your success story (2)

The art of public speaking for
English language learners

Anupma Tripathi, MBA, LLM
Sanaʼa
anupma014@hotmail.com
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Master of Lies 
Oh listen to me 
These words are addressed to you, 
Springing from the silence 
Staring in the hollows of darkness 
When the night is dead; 
But your spirit remains awake
Grappling with the hopes, 
Sinking in the hollows of drops.
Are they the drops of tiredness,
Sweating, repenting, dying?

I rummage,
I disinter my bygone memories 
Using my hands to explore
From the unfathomed depth, 

unseen, unknown, quite oblivious.
To brush down the dust of the time.
O frozen man in the time of boiling.
O stifled man.
Listen to me
These words are addressed to you;
You live in a world without frontiers:
You are the regiment of the fog;
Your prayers are offered in the temple,
Full of shame, bundle of lies,
Designed to bluff us; but do you know ?
You are living in a hope of mirage,
Your existence is at stake;
You are nowhere;
Nothing is useful of you.

Radhieh Amer, Level 4, Education
UST, SANA’A

Let’s feed the world
When hope is awaited
Hunger hits the ground
When no food is there
How can hope be found !
The voice of a million mothers
Trying to seem stronger
“Don’t cry ,my baby”
In this world of hunger
A shadow knocks the door
A ray of light shines
To fade the sound of poverty

And make the hunger die
If you’re not hungry
There are many in pain
While you have a home
In the streets many are lain
Let’s feed the world
No poverty let’s say
Let’s be the shadow
And let hope lead the way.

Ahlam Hamid Alwatary
Level 1, Dept of English, 

Faculty of Languages
Sana’a University

Fear of happiness
When you left, I became alone
Like a star in the sky
That can show the sun and the moon
And everything around him well,
But inside him an empty space,
Yet the star is nice and beautiful.
He makes us happy but not himself,
The empty large space makes him, not.

When I lose you, I can’t be happy
With all my deep feelings lost.
Sometimes we are in fear of
Losing all the days of happiness
Not because we’re in fear of
Losing the feeling that made us happy.
In fact, we’re in fear of this loss
Of the moment that someone

Loves, but can’t be happy
Or can’t enjoy this beautiful feeling.
Because he feels this loss.
In fact, Love makes me afraid.
A man of peace I want
To love all the people in the world
To hate others, I want not
Love can make things elegant
Love is good and hate is bad
But we are in fear of love.
So the star wants to be in the milky way
With others, and love others
But he is in fear of  
Being loved and loving.

Azza Ahmed Senan, Level 2
Dept. of English, Faculty of Education,

Hadhramout University of Science &
Technology

Almahra, Alghaida City

Motherʼs day
Whenever and wherever I
See, or hear a mother sigh,
Naturally I remember those little past days
That have passed in different ways.
That is the time when life had no meaning
When I was a child; I could not realize
What was happening around me
Just needed a mother to look after me.
It was only she who was too worried

And observed me constantly
Through the holes of doors or windows
Even though she was asleep if I cry
With love she embraced me to feed
Or if naked to get me covered.
As winter came fast
It changed life past
From green to white
So my mother decked me
With wool and more cloth

To protect me from the
onslaught.
Patiently she stayed up

late
For days or weeks that
others hate
May be for months’ during
my fever
Or just when shivering cold to be a server.
Nowadays I hear “MOTHER’S DAY”

That is the time, when everyone is gay
To give his mother what he/she may
To me this day is better than all days.
Hope those past days that have rolled by 

Looking after me and spending without
haste would
Expand to be years in which I
Sacrifice my all to serve her heart and soul.

Nashwan Ahmed Al-Khwlani, Level III
English Dept., Faculty of Arts

Ibb University

EDUCATION ABOUT WORK PLACE ETHICS

By Mrs. Lakshmi Suraj

Engineering Secretary

Movenpick Hotel

Sana’a

littlelachu@yahoo.co.in

By Dr Ayid Sharyan
(Associate Professor)
Department of English
Faculty of Education
Sana’a University, Sana’a
ayids@yahoo.com

TT
he MASTERY project
(Mathematics and Science
Teacher Education Reform in
Yemen) is the first of its type
in Yemen. It held a workshop

from 20-22 February 2007 at the
Population Center, Sana’a University on
‘Course development’ to reform science
education in Al-Hodeidah University,
Thamar University, and Sana’a
University. 

This is a project like the other Dutch
projects: Business Administration and
General Administration at the Faculty of
Commerce, Sana’a University, a recent
project at the Faculty of Engineering,
Taiz University, a project for vocational
courses at community colleges as well as
others in public Education. These proj-
ects come as a result of an agreement
between Yemen and NUFFIC (a Dutch
agency for developing overseas programs
in the Netherlands) as well as the Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam in the case of
MASTERY to reform Science Teacher
Education at the Faculties of Education in
aforementioned universities. The project
aims at bridging the gap between the cur-
riculums of the ministry of education in
Yemen and the Yemeni universities, in
addition to other major issues, e.g. teach-
ing practice, teaching methods, evalua-
tion, gender balance, using labs, as well
as relation between institutions. After
revising the international academic stan-
dards, the MASTERY project team spec-
ified the academic standards for the new
programs, taking into account the local
specificity and the content matters. The

project now works on mapping of stan-
dards that lead to finalizing the number of
credit hours and courses descriptions. 

More than 40 participants came from
the participating universities and from
other educational bodies in Yemen such
as the Educational Research and
Development Centre, and the Education
Development Centre of Sana’a
University.

The Dutch experts outlined some new
concepts that lead to active learning. The
participants discussed the format and
content of a template that includes learn-
ing objectives, learning outcomes, and
realistic estimate of available time.
Suggestions were made to consider top-
ics, activities and assessment ‘horizontal-
ly’ in the teaching and learning plan, in a
‘landscape layout’. After producing sam-
ple plans, the Dutch experts led a discus-
sion on the follow-up work needed and
submitted a blueprint to implement the
new programs. 

This was followed by a meeting (12
April 2007) for the three teams from the
participating universities to compare the
mapping of standards to the courses.
There was an agreement on the standards
and the number of credit hours for the
programs of mathematics, chemistry,
physics, biology, and educational cours-
es. This work will eventually be followed
by writing the course description for level
one with its implementation beginning in
the coming academic year. 

The number of credit hours in content
for each major ranges from 72 to 78, with
about 8 to 12 hours for supporting cours-

es. Since the total load varies between
126 and 132, the rest is devoted for facul-
ty and university requirements. There
will be some variation between universi-
ties, but about 90 percent agreement is
expected. This work will set the stage for
course profiles or descriptions that
include aims, teaching methods, content,
assessment methods, intended learning
outcomes and references, etc.

This is to be followed by a workshop
on 24-26 April 2007 at the Department of
Geology, Sana’a University to check the
result of the work of the teams. This
working meeting also focuses on produc-
ing low cost equipment to train a large
number of teachers on the use and pro-
duction of low cost equipment. A number
of Dutch and local experts will partici-
pate in this workshop. 

The project plans to keep up its efforts

in holding many activities during this
year; such as
• needs analysis in-service education

(April)
• Low -cost equipment workshop (late

April)
• Workshop on course manuals (May)
• Workshop on school-based practice

(with the Ministry of Education)
(June)

• Possible working visit of science
educators outside the country to pre-
pare for first year courses (July)

• Technicians training.

These activities are part of the program of
curriculum review and reform, staff train-
ing, and design and piloting of new
teacher education courses. Through
these processes, the project hopes to
improve the quality, relevance and effec-
tiveness of the training of science and
mathematics teachers. The project is
designed to implement new science
teacher education programs that will give
student teachers the knowledge and skills
to teach the secondary school pupils
according to the new secondary school
science curriculum. It tries to increase the
service capability of the Faculties of
Science at the participating universities
through curriculum development, techni-
cian training and provide equipment for
updated laboratories.  The final stage of
the project will produce a plan to extend
the project to other Yemeni universities.

Experts at work as Dr. Sharyan looks on.

Yemeni universities’ bid to reform
mathematics and science teacher education

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Make your work place a better place

Ramakanta Sahu, Let’s Build Up Our
Vocabulary. Publishers: Awan, Sana’a,
2007. Paper back, Pp 289. 

TT
he single biggest
component of any
language course is
vocabulary. No matter
how well you learn

grammar, no matter how
successfully the sounds of English
are mastered, without words to
express a wide range of meanings,
you cannot communicate in
English in any meaningful way. 

Keeping this in view, Let’s Build
Up Our Vocabulary attempts to
expose the learners to words in a
number of areas which they are

expected to come across and use in
their personal life and academic
career. It is for students who wish
to increase the range of their
vocabulary and idiom in English.
Some the areas dealt with in this
book are as follows:

Dictionary and its use
Words we use everyday
Conversation building

expressions
Social interactions
Time expressions
Everyday verbs
Phrasal verbs
Word groups
Right word in the right place
Specialized terms
Words often confused

Word formation
Synonyms and antonyms
Oddman out
Matching
Multiple choice questions
Collocations
Fixed expressions
Binomials
Nation and nationalities
Rules and forms of government
Animal world
Manias and phobias
Discourse devices
Formal English
American English

Three hundreds useful adjectives
and 1200 useful nouns and verbs
are appended to the book.

Writers may send a copy of their
new publication for review in
this column,

Letʼs Build Up Our Vocabulary

Deliberations in progress. The audience in rapt attention.


