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Do you think that GPC
was behind firing Al-
Khaiwani?

- Yes
- No
- | don’t know

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your voice heard

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SA’ADA, June 20 — Both Yemeni
authorities and Houthi loyalists have
stuck to a ceasefire agreement signed
last week in Doha and no breach has
been recorded so far, an indication of
the success of the mediation led by
Qatari leadership to halt the ongoing
war in Sa’ada, which first began in June
2004.

Qatar commended President Ali
Abdullah Saleh’s efforts to end the
fighting, declaring that he is the one
guaranteeing the agreement’s success.

An official with the ruling General
People’s Congress party stated, “All
military operations have been suspend-
ed and no breaches have been recorded
until now.” He added that a committee
formed by political leaders and involv-
ing all political powers will follow up
the agreement’s implementation.

Consultative  Council member
Muhsen Al-Olfi heads the committee,
which includes members of Parliament
and the Consultative Council.

“The committee, presided by Al-Olfi
and formed to supervise the [ceasefire]
agreement’s implementation, arrived in
Sa’ada last Sunday to hold discussions
with several Sa’ada officials. It includes
five members of Parliament and four
Consultative Council members,” the
official said.

Special sources noted that Aidrous
Al-Nagqib, head of Parliament’s Yemeni
Socialist Party bloc, wasn’t among the
committee members, further revealing
that the committee comprises 10 mem-
bers, including three Qatari officials.

A committee spokesman confirmed
that Abdulmalik Al-Houthi remains in
Sa’ada, denying reports that he has
gone to Qatar.

Yasser Al-Awadhi, deputy head of
Parliament’s General People’s Congress
bloc, told Septembernet that neither
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi nor any other
Houthi leader’s move to Qatar is a pri-
ority of the committee, whose main task
is to supervise the ceasefire agreement’s
implementation. He added that such a
topic will come in the fourth step.

Al-Awadhi maintains that the com-
mittee’s priority now is to supervise
implementation of the agreement’s first
article, which stresses the ceasefire’s
importance, as well as securing roads in
order to help the committee exercise its
tasks and facilitate Houthis’ descent
from the mountains and handing over of
their medium-sized weaponry.

He added that the committee is fully
aware of the difficulty of fixing a cease-
fire and implementing the agreement;
however, its members are on a national
task mandated by political leadership
and they are determined to perform
their task successfully.

Moreover, Al-Awadhi revealed that
the committee met with Qatari media-
tors in Sa’ada last Monday to acquaint
them with the mechanism and the
timetable for implementing the cease-
fire agreement.

The committee, of which Al-Awadhi
is an important member, includes the
heads of Parliament’s political party
blocs, as well as Consultative Council
members, and is presided by Al-Olfi,

Once Popular Forces Union Party gave him up
National Security arrests Al-Khaiwani

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, June 20 — Sources reported
yesterday that National Security
arrested journalist and political activist
Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwani at his Sana’a
residence, later breaking into his home
and conducting a thorough search,
horrifying his wife and children in the
process.

The media industry was surprised
on Saturday to learn that the Popular
Forces Union Party had let Al-
Khaiwani go and fired him as editor-
in-chief of its Al-Shoura.net news web
site. The party didn’t specify the rea-
son for his firing, despite his record of
service to them.

Knowledgeable sources suggest that
the ruling regime pressured party lead-
ers tremendously to fire Al-Khaiwani
and shut down Al-Shoura.net in order
to lower the tone calling for canceling
the party’s license to operate, thus put-
ting the party in a serious dilemma. In
turn, the party was unable to express
the reason for Al-Khaiwani’s firing or
even letting him go in an honorable
manner.
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In a brief telephone interview a cou-
ple of hours before his arrest, when
asked for more information about his
departure from his position, Al-
Khaiwani replied, “Party leadership
didn’t inform me that I was fired;
rather, I learned of it only through
what was published on the party’s web
site. I think this is the ‘bullet of mercy’
that’s been fired at my back after years
of standing at the forefront of the party
and standing up for its principles.”

He added, “There are specific indi-
viduals who are members of the
party’s general committee, who hap-
pen to have become closer to the rul-
ing party or are even working with the
regime, and there are those who have
been conspiring against me and are
responsible for the sudden decision to
fire me, probably in order to satisfy the
regime.”

He concluded, “Our current opposi-
tion is a sham. I’ve worked with two
opposition parties during my career as
a political activist and I’ve reached the
conclusion that working with political
parties is controversial. Any media
affiliated with political parties can
never serve the country and national
issues, despite what many think. These
political parties are unfounded and the
regime can penetrate and manipulate
them as it pleases.”

Assistant secretary-general of the
party, Mohammed Al-Mutawakil, said
the decision to fire Al-Khaiwani was
wrong and may have been personally
motivated. He stated that party leader-
ship decided to downsize staff at Al-
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Shoura.net and there-
fore, formed a three-
member committee of
Yahya Al-Showaish,
Abdulsalam Al-
Razaaz and Rashad
Salim to investigate
and come up with a
list of secondary indi-
viduals to be fired as
part of a cost-cutting
strategy.

Al-Mutawakil
emphasized that he
strongly opposes the
decision to fire Al- |,
Khaiwani, indicating
that the journalist is a
leadership figure, not
a mere employee to be
let go, and expressing
his sorrow at Al-
Khaiwani’s departure.

He added, “I tele-
phoned Al-Khaiwani
and pleaded for him to
return, but it was too
late, as the decision to fire him already
had been validated.”

A source close to Al-Khaiwani said
that the attorney general has called on
him to comment on allegations related
to distributing photographic images
taken during the Sa’ada war and leak-
ing them to the media. The allegations
are based on a confession by fellow
journalist Muna Al-Khalid, who was
arrested while visiting relatives at a
Sana’a jail.

Al-Khalid was arrested for several
hours until a confession was extracted.
A number of allegations, including
supporting Houthis, have been thrown
at her by the undersecretary of the
public attorney’s office.

Born in Taiz in 1965, Al-Khaiwani
is an outspoken journalist and political
activist who previously headed Al-
Haq Party’s political committee and
was editor-in-chief of that party’s Al-
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Al-Khawani is an active political activist and an
outspoken journalist.

Ummah newspaper.

After this, he moved to the radical
Islamic Popular Forces Union Party
where he was editor-in-chief of Al-
Shoura newspaper, as well as Al-
Shoura.net news web site. The two
media outlets’” popularity skyrocketed
due to his outspoken opinion articles
and investigative reports unveiling
corruption at very high levels in the
regime, involving both current and
previous officials.

Al-Khaiwani has been arrested
twice before for periods totaling near-
ly a year. He routinely has been physi-
cally and emotionally violated by the
regime and security agencies under the
banner of national security, the “War
on Terrorism” and President Ali
Abdullah Saleh’s personal image.
Some of his most famous articles
include, “The anniversary of the
throne” and “Ali Katyusha.”
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the council’s deputy head.

According to sources, the Yemeni-
Qatari committee charged with imple-
menting the ceasefire agreement held a
series of meetings with local authority
officials in Sa’ada and several army
leaders; however, the results of such
meetings weren’t announced.

The sources went on to say that the
committee is focusing on creating a
mechanism whereby it can contact
Houthi leaders, further maintaining that
no Houthi leaders left Yemen for Qatar
on Tuesday.

Qatar News Agency cited Qatari
Prime Minister Sheikh Hamad bin
Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani as saying,
“What the Yemeni government and
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi announced was
the fruit of efforts by President Saleh
and Sheikh Hamad bin Jabr Al-Thani
during his recent visit to Sana’a.”

Al-Thani assured that the only guar-
antor of the agreement is Saleh’s keen-
ness to terminate the sedition and
Houthis’ keenness to respond to Saleh’s
call during celebrations of the 17th
anniversary of Yemen’s reunification.

Sources in Sana’a report that Qatar
intends to establish a fund to rebuild
what has been destroyed by the war in
Sa’ada, noting that Qatar’s Foreign
Ministry has begun contacting donor
countries to help secure the necessary
funds to rebuild and compensate those
affected by the war.

They add that such Qatari initiatives
come within the framework of their
mediation efforts aiming to end the

LU LI Qatari mediation succeeds in halting Sa’ada war

Sa’ada war. Further, a technical team
will arrive in Sana’a in coming days to
supervise the ceasefire’s implementa-
tion and evaluate the damages from the
war.

On a human level, more than 100,000
Sa’ada area residents are living in
camps on Yemeni-Saudi borders and
other areas, awaiting the results of the
mediation process, which is noticeably
slow.

Yassin Sa’eed Noman, head of the
Joint Meeting Parties’ Supreme
Council, stressed that the end of the
fighting in Sa’ada was in response to a
national wish that his council demanded
more than once, maintaining that the
halting of military operations there is an
important introduction to upcoming
treatment, which should come within a
comprehensive national solution.

Noman further believes the inclusion
of the heads of parliamentary blocs
comes within the framework of the
JMP’s attitude advocated since the war
erupted and shows readiness to work
within any national efforts aimed to
resolve the Sa’ada issue.

Additionally, he stressed the impor-
tance of exerting more efforts to make a
permanent ceasefire, as well as search-
ing for immediate solutions to displaced
residents’ problems.

Islahi leader Hamid Al-Ahmar noted
that the political situation in Yemen is
bad and that the entire country has been
caught up in it, as all Yemenis have
been affected by the situation.

Continued on page 2

U.S. releases four Yemeni
Guantanamo detainees

By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, June 20 — On Monday,
Yemen received four of its citizens who
were detained at the Guantdnamo Bay
detention facility in Cuba, according to
Yemen’s Defense Ministry.

The four prisoners are Fawaz Noman
Mahdi, Sadeq Mohammed Sa’eed,
Hani Abdu Musleh Al-Badani and Ali
Mussen Saleh. The United States
announced that the four Yemenis, as
well as two Tunisians, were being trans-
ferred back to their countries on
Tuesday.

“The Yemeni government hasn’t yet
declared its attitude toward these
returnees, whether it will rearrest them
as done with previous ones or not,”
commented attorney and executive
director of  Yemen’s  National
Organization for Defending Human
Rights and Freedoms, known as
HOOD, Khalid Al-Ansi [or Anisi?],
referring to former Yemeni
Guantdnamo detainees illegally rear-
rested by Yemeni security without
charge.

“Yemeni security later released all of
them after finding that they conducted
no terror activities. However, some
were tried and accused of forgery sim-
ply to justify their long term in Yemeni
custody.” Said Al-Anisi.

Earlier this month, Yemen’s Defense
Ministry announced on its
26September.net web site that the coun-
try will receive five of its Guantdnamo
detainees, but thus far, there has been

A group of U.S. defense attorneys
traveled to Yemen last month to urge
the government to lobby more aggres-
sively for their clients’ release, follow-
ing the lead of Western nations that
have used diplomatic pressure to bring
home their nationals.

Yemeni Foreign Minister Abu Bakr
Al-Qirbi later said at a news conference
that the nation wants its detainees hand-
ed over to be “tried according to the
Yemeni Constitution and Yemeni laws.”

During his recent visit to the United
States, President Ali Abdullah Saleh
raised the issue of Yemeni detainees at
Guantdnamo with U.S. officials, calling
for their release, in addition to the
release of Sheikh Mohammed Ali Al-
Muayyad and his  companion
Mohammed Zayed, and removing
Sheikh Abdulmajid Al-Zindani from the
list of terrorists.

According to the U.S. Defense
Department, following these six prison-
ers’ release from the U.S. military base
in southeast Cuba, it now holds approx-
imately 375 men on suspicion of terror-
ism or links to Al-Qaeda or the Taliban.

Since Guantdnamo opened in 2002,
the U.S. has released approximately
405 prisoners after determining that
they were not a threat, that they had no
intelligence value and that their home
countries would be capable of prevent-
ing them from “rejoining the fight”
against the U.S. or its allies.

Approximately 80 of the remaining
prisoners at Guantdnamo have been
cleared for transfer or release and are
awaiting the above determination.

no information about the fifth.
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Around the Nation

In brief

ABYAN
Civil status training

June 19 — Twenty three trainees
from Abyan governorate conclud-
ed a twenty day training on elec-
tronic civil status services and per-
sonal record at the governorate
personal and civil status authority.
The training aimed at automating
the procedures including issuing of
the ID cards, birth certificate, and
civil record. This is one of the
many events taking place with the
civil status authority branches
around the republic under the
reform and automating program.

LAH)
First phase of micro credit
projects launched
June 20 — The Social
Development Fund branch at Lahj
governorate has launched its first
phase in the micro credit project
from which 300 beneficiaries
divided into 61 groups will utilize
at the total expense of 29 million
and 760 thousand Yemeni Riyals.
An example of the projects spon-
sored through this program is
honey production through creating
bee-hive farms, as well as live
stock, sewing projects, electronic
services for mobile phones, as well
as other marketing projects.

SANR'A
Ministry of interior

launches website
June 20 — the ministry of interior
has  launched its  website
www.mio.gov.ye which  will
include information about the min-
istry, the various services as well
as news. The media official at the
ministry stated that the website
will include security announce-
ments and issues related and will
provide citizens of a direct way to
interact with the ministry.

Anti-corruption

workshop launched
June 19 — In the framework of the
Yemeni-German cooperation to
combat corruption a workshop was
launched at the Chief Prosecutor’s
Office on Monday. It is a three day
workshop in which three German
experts will discuss with their
Yemeni counterparts the concepts,
measures, and procedures to fight
corruption.

ALMAHWAIT
Health institute girls
hostel constructed

June 20 — Now the girls coming
from remote districts in Al-
Mahwait wishing to enrol in the
health institute would not have a
problem in accommodation. The
public health office has com-
menced the first phase of con-
structing a girls hostel affiliated to
the health institute with total cost
of 86 million Yemeni Riyals pro-
vided by the Social Fund for
Development.

ALMUKALLA

Power station fire under control
June 20 — Al-Munawara power
station staff and technicians man-
aged to put off a fire that broke on
Saturday. The fire took place in the
fuel network but was controlled
quickly before much damage was
done. The governor rushed to the
location and praised the efforts as
well as assured the power station
manager to repair the damages so
that the station would be running
again soon.

Extracting beneficial substances

from Qat leaves
June 19 — Dr. Anwar Al-Shahawi
professor of chemistry at
Hadramout Science an Technology
University confirmed that his long
research on extracting the good
substance in Qat in order to reduce
the harmful side effects of chew-
ing this leaf has been successful.
He has been able to produce ener-
gizing chemicals which do not
cause addiction and with a fixed
price throughout the year. He even
explored the idea of importing his
invention to other countries as an
energizing drug.

Jounalists condemn Minister of Information

SANA’A, June 19 — The protesting
journalists and activists who have been
regularly conducting sit-ins at what is
known as Freedom Square in front of
the Cabinet, have unleashed their
anger at the Minister of Information
last Tuesday.

Although the activists carry out a
sit-in every Tuesday at Freedom
Square, but last Tuesday was special as
an open-air seminar was conducted in
which an analysis by lawyer Abdulaziz
Al-Samawi, a specialist in media law,
was highlighted. Further, a presenta-
tion elaborating the article 33 of the
current press code was delivered to the
attendees by journalist Najeb Al-
Yafi’e, who concluded that article 33
of the law confirmed citizen’s, politi-
cal parties', organizations', and govern-
ment agencies’ rights to issue publica-
tions.

“What should be studied here is the
dominating controlling mentality of
the authority licensing publications
(meaning ministry of information).
Because legally publishing newspa-
pers or media publications is a right
ensured by the constitution and article
33 of the press code,” He said.
Additionally, he clarified that the prob-
lem is not with the legal texts but it is
with the government’s mentality and
desperation to control information.

Tawakul Karman, chairwoman of
Women Journalists without
Constraints, whose mobile news serv-
ices was banned by the government,
and who has not been granted a license
to issue a newspaper affiliated to the

Journalists during the protest last tuesday

organsiation, also gave a speech at the
seminar.

“It is sad to hear such oppressive
remarks from those who are supposed
to be the protectors of freedom of
press. Especially that they give them-
selves the right to prevent people from
their right to issue publications without
acceptable justification,” she com-
plained.

She stressed on the right for every
citizen to have their own radio, TV
channel, or newspaper...etc according
to international standards. She criti-
cized the fact that her organsiation

cannot publish even one newspaper
while a Ministry has tens of radio
channels and many newspapers spon-
sored from public funds.

The speakers further stressed on the
need to take control of the TV and
Radio broadcast and make it public
domain instead of being controlled by
the government, because they are “of
the main tools for peaceful transition
of power”. Furthermre, the protestors
agreed to make the coming sit-in, next
Tuesday, a cultural and artistic demon-
stration in which a play will be con-
ducted.

Opposition doubts GPC’s intent in dialogue

SANA’A, June 20 — The Yemeni
opposition — represented in Parliament
by the General People's Congress,
Islah Party, the Yemeni Socialist Party,
the Nasserite Unionist Party and the
Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party — signed
an agreement last Sunday with the rul-
ing party specifying the issues and
guarantees of dialogue between them.

The dialogue agreement is an
attempt to reconcile the extreme point
of views of the opposition and the
state especially with the latest tension
because of Sa’ada war.

However, this dialogue agreement
does not seem to convince many
prominent people in the opposition, as
they “doubt the state intention”.

Yassin Sa’eed Noman, Yemeni
Socialist Party secretary-general and
head of the JMP’s Supreme
Coordinating Council, told media ear-
lier, “Dialogue is a must; however, we
must set the appropriate climate to
ensure its success. We accepted it
because the nation urgently needs it,
partially due to dysfunctions at both
political and economic levels.
However, will the ruling party be seri-
ous about dialogue this time around?”

GPC Secretary-General Abdulqader
Bajammal considers the rules for dia-
logue in line with successful condi-
tions during the first stage and a great
accomplishment in the midst of an

important historical situation.

The beginning of the agreement
mentions that continuing political dia-
logue aims to establish a future nation-
al agreement regarding societal
reforms and organized procedures for
working tools related to these topics in
the dialogue between the partners
regarding political work through
national partnership.

Such dialogue is the desire of all
parts, so it’s important to base it on
main concepts and principals that clar-
ify and organize the important rules of
implementing this dialogue practically
and successfully.

The agreement includes four sec-
tions. The first involves the specifics
of dialogue, agreeing to begin the first
stage of dialogue based on the June 18,
2006 agreement of principals between
the GPC and the Joint Meeting Parties
and the European Union’s recommen-
dations in its report regarding super-
vising local and president elections.

The second point in this section is
about constitutional reforms that look
into developing parliamentary work
and what such dialogue will create.
The third point involves developing
the local governance system and hold-
ing elections for the heads of local
councils and administrative divisions,
as well as organizing urban society.

The final point related to dialogue

regards solving previous political
quarrels and social issues hindering
growth and development.

Section two of the agreement which
is about the main rules and principals
of the agreement, entitles any party to
recommend a date and topic for dis-
cussion and hence must be scheduled
in the agenda.

Regarding media constraints, the
agreement pinpoints the important role
of media and the positive and negative
impacts it may have on the public.
Thus, setting media constraints and
mechanisms would help the success of
the dialogue.

It further set regulations for issuing
press releases and statements issued
by the dialoguing parties.
Additionally, each session will appoint
an individual to report and provide
information to the media, which will
help consolidate outgoing statements
and information.

The agreement’s final section
addresses the issue of forming a secre-
tariat committee comprised of five
members, one from each party, to help
the dialoguing parties perform the
technical tasks ahead.

Following a six-month halt, the
opposition parties, represented in the
JMP, and the ruling GPC party decid-
ed to establish dialogue at the latter’s
request.

Human rights: from theories to practice

SANAA, June 19 — Thirty five male
and female lawyers gathered from dif-
ferent governorates to attend a three-
day training course on human rights at
the capital city of Sana'a starting on
Tuesday 19th of June.

"I hope this meeting will help
trainees develop their statutory men-
tality and give them better knowledge
about human rights in their practical
life" said the Minister of Human
Rights, Huda Iblan, at her opening
speech of the meeting. "There are
principals more glorified than the con-
stitutions and the national laws.
Theses principals come from interna-
tional treaties and agreements and
there is no democracy or development

with out practicing them in the real
life" she added.

The Yemeni lawyers' Association,
which sponsored the meeting in coop-
eration  with  Friedrich  Ebert
Foundation, believe that people are
born free and equal and the targeting
point of any ruling system is to main-
tain rights and freedoms of its people,
otherwise, it is best described as dicta-
torial.

"What must be done is a long fearles
strive against violations of human
rights, especially when our govern-
ment is democratic" said Abdullah
Rajah Chairman of the Yemeni
Lawyers Syndicate. In addition,
Sameer Hashim a participating lawyer

at the meeting, described the meeting
as a good initiative for the partici-
pants, who deal with different people
at their offices, to build the social
awareness of the level of rights and
freedoms enjoyed by citizens.

Women voices were present at the
meeting and strongly shared their
opinions and objections as the discus-
sion started on the principles of human
rights. "We do not need new rules to
save women's rights, we only need
men to apply what our religion "Islam"
has kept for us, for we believe that
Islam has given us all the rights human
practices have taken from us." Said a
female lawyer participating in the
training.

Heat wave

ADEN, June 19 — Aden governorate,
located on the Aden Gulf to the south
of Yemen, witnessed an intense wave
of heat wherein it reached over 44° and
killed eight people. These cases were
recorded on Monday and early
Tuesday, according to sources in Al-
Jumhuri and Al-Wahdah hospitals.
The victims, mostly elderly people,

Kkills eight people in Aden

who were admitted to the state hospi-
tals losing consciousness, died as soon
as they reached the hospitals. They
could not bear the heat, partly by their
chronic illnesses and the continuous
cuts of electricity that also caused dam-
ages to their electrical equipments.
Cuts of electricity come at a time
when students are doing their second-

ary, primary, and university exams.
And most people complain of such
intermittent cuts because they prevent
them from sleeping.

Meanwhile, a bomb explosion in
some feed pipes of Al-Mansoura elec-
trical station caused light damages,
which were restored later by techni-
cians.

Locust outbreak in
Al-Jawf and Marib denied

By: Moneer Al-Omari

SANA'A, June 19 — Agricultural and
pest control officials told media outlets of
a desert locust outbreak in Marib and Al-
Jawf after it was confined to Al-Mahrah
and Hadramout governorates and to a
lesser degree in Shabwa governorate.
However, such allegations were denied
by the general director of the Desert
Locusts Control Center, Abdu Al-Rumaih
who noted that his center's field commit-
tees recorded only single cases of some
locusts, but not in swarms.

Al-Rumaih added that the field teams
surveyed many areas in Marib and detect-
ed single cases of locusts in Al-Falag,
with 66 locusts in each hectare. The same
finding applies to the Al-Zunimah area,
an area planted with grains and fodder,
with a lower percentage than recorded in
Al-Falag.

Similarly, locals in Marib denied infor-
mation by official experts, declaring that
locusts exist in a very small percentage.
Marib Press reported many locals in
Marib as saying, “Their governorate is
not afflicted by locust,” maintaining that
the government improvises such news to
receive more support from foreign and
international agencies.

Al-Rumaih added that they don’t
expect any locust outbreaks in other parts
of the republic and the locust swarms will
remain in the Hadramout's Manoukh,
Thamoud and Zamakh regions until
September. If rains fall in Marib and Al-
Jawf, such rainfall will attract new
swarms to those areas.

"Desert locusts, as clear from their
name, breed in desert areas and upon
becoming adult locusts, they invade other
places," Al-Rumaih said replying to a
question regarding a potential locust out-
break in the midlands or western areas.
However, he warned that the locusts
might invade other areas if they aren’t
controlled in their breeding areas.

He pointed out that the government has
provided them an additional budget to

continue their fight against the locusts.
The center now has more than 13 field
teams and each team has two cars
equipped with needed requirements,
maintaining that they sought the help of
donors and the Food and Agriculture
Organization to provide them with pesti-
cides and planes for spraying and such
equipment. He also revealed that the
organization will provide his center with
a new environmentally friendly pesticide.

Regarding the pesticides used now, Al-
Rumaih said that they are using pesticides
approved worldwide and at safe levels in
order not to leave any future impact on
people, animals and the environment,
noting that the correct dosage of 0.5 liters
per hectare and application will prevent
any damage to the environment or peo-
ple,.

Field reports by Locust Control Center
affiliates assure that there are no locust
swarms in Marib or Al-Jawf now and the
teams are continuing to survey the two
governorates in anticipation of any
increased locust activity.

Al-Rumaih maintained that the dam-
ages by locusts in Al-Mahrah and
Hadramout areas remain at the lowest
levels because locusts exist in desert areas
and they haven’t reached agricultural
lands and grazing areas. Still, locusts
affect some wild grazing areas meant for
livestock and bees.

He went on to say that they have col-
laborated with the local authority and
governors to inform beekeepers in Al-
Mahrah, Hadramout and Shabwa to
remove their hives from affected areas in
order to allow field committees to spray
pesticides for the locusts, noting that bees
are of great importance to the national
economy and they cannot do anything
until beekeepers remove their hives from
those areas.

Yemen witnessed similar locust inva-
sions in 1986, 1987 and the most serious
outbreak in 1993. Other invasions
occurred in 2002 and 2004; however,
they were successfully controlled.

UNICEF ambassador admires
Yemeni children’s spontaneity

By: Essam Addu’ais

SANA’A, June 18 — As a step toward
promoting children’s rights in Arab
world countries, Yemen’s Higher
Council for Childhood organized the sec-
ond regional conference on protecting
children from violence and abuse, which
was held June 17 and 18 in Sana’a.

UNICEF’s regional ambassador for
the Middle East and North Africa,
Mahmoud Qabeel, attended conference,
saying, “I am in Yemen to participate in
the children’s conference as a regional
UNICEF ambassador and to learn about
Yemeni children’s rights. I attended the
Children’s Parliament, where I listened
to their complaints, and there was real
interaction.”

He added, “I admired the children who
talked at the conference and I was very
surprised.”

Qabeel expressed his admiration for
Yemeni children, who spontaneously
talked about their rights and issues. He
recounted, “One child told us that if the
government is paying for this conference
and for our accommodations, it should
rather pay for children’s programs.
Another one said, “Today there is a con-
ference about children and people will
watch us on television, but what will you

do after the conference? What’s the
mechanism you’ll follow to execute the
decisions and recommendations from
this conference?””

He asserted that it’s very important to
let children speak about what they want.
“I’m very moved to see this in Yemen,”
he added.

An Egyptian actor paid to visit various
countries as a UNICEF ambassador,
Qabeel noted that violence against chil-
dren is a controversial issue. He stressed
the importance of revealing customs and
practices that endanger children, calling
on media and civil society organizations
to join mutual dialogue on the issues of
protecting children, developing their
skills and offering them education, health
and protective services.

‘While Qabeel noted that there is tangi-
ble and remarkable development in the
public’s awareness of violations against
children, he stressed the importance of
educating families to treat their children
well without resorting to violence.

More than 300 prominent personalities
representing governmental and civil soci-
ety organizations at both the regional and
international level, including UNICEF,
attended the conference aimed at protect-
ing children against violence and mis-
treatment.

Continued from page1

At a carnival last Saturday in Jahaf city in Al-
Dhale’ governorate, Al-Ahmar assured that the
JMP bears the nation’s concerns in their minds
and views all Yemeni governorates as belonging
to one country.

Addressing the audience, he added that “All
Yemenis are suffering as much as you and the
current regime will leave nothing,” maintaining
that the authorities want the chaos to dominate
the entire country because they've gotten used to
it.

Al-Ahmar pointed out that JMP dialogue with
the ruling party was halted after they couldn’t
agree on clearing the after-effects of the 1994
Civil War, stressing that they will only accept seri-
ous dialogue.

He further noted that the ruling party wants
opposition parties to abandon their political proj-
ect; however, he stated, “We say to them that we
have a project and we are a political body that
can't be ignored. We present ourselves as alter-
natives to them because we are more eligible
and capable. We will accept nothing but a demo-
cratic institutional system where there is equal
citizenship.”

Despite Yemeni authorities’ allegations to the
contrary, a recently published report in Al-Wasat
newspaper indicated that action by Arab and for-
eign personalities, as well as human rights
organizations, was behind internationalizing the
Sa'ada issue.

The report stated that Yahya Al-Houthi met
with numerous human rights and political per-
sonalities, seeking to pressure the Sana’a regime
to negotiate. He also requested help from attor-

Qatari mediation

ney Adel Al-Dhahab, who now resides in
Canada.

Both agreed to the Qatari mediation; however,
the Qatari government’s slow response prompt-
ed Al-Dhahab to resort to the German Parliament
for intervention. He then met with a member of
the foreign affairs committee who promised to
raise the issue.

Al-Houthi and Al-Dhahab also contacted the
Swiss-based Center for Humanitarian Dialogue,
an independent center supported by Switzerland
and Europe. The center helped resolve several
international issues and sent two of its employ-
ees to Germany to hear Yahya Al-Houthi’'s
demands. It then promised to form a high-level
delegation to meet with President Saleh; howev-
er, Al-Houthi and Al-Dhahab requested the center
coordinate with Qatar.

Moreover, Al-Dhahab suggested filing a case
in the War Criminals Court, naming Ali Saleh Al-
Ahmar, leader of the First Armored Division;
Ahmed Ali Abdullah Saleh, Commander of the
Republican Guard, and former Sa’ada Governor
Yahya Al-Amri.

Regarding breaching the ceasefire agree-
ment, Abdulmalik Al-Houthi warned the authori-
ties about violating the agreement, hinting that
they won’t remain silent unless the state ceases
its crimes in Qataber and Al-Saifi, as well as
numerous other areas.

Conflicts overshadowed the work of the com-
mittee in charge of the ceasefire, with sources
mentioning disagreements among Houthis
regarding deporting high-level leaders to Qatar,
which some Houthis consider a letdown.
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By Nidal al-Mughrabi

GAZA (Reuters) — Israel attacked
Islamist fighters in Gaza on
Wednesday for the first time since
Hamas seized the territory, and ended
an embargo of the Palestinian
Authority by opening contacts with a
new government in the occupied West
Bank.

Israeli  soldiers  killed  four
Palestinian fighters in a pre-dawn
incursion into the Gaza Strip to hunt
for wanted militants. Israel also carried
out air strikes against rocket launch
sites after one rocket fired from Gaza
struck Israel.

Hamas Islamist militias overran
President Mahmoud Abbas’s Fatah fac-
tion and seized control of the territory a
week ago.

Two other Palestinian guerrillas, one
from Islamic Jihad and another from
Fatah were killed in a gun battle in the
West Bank, the larger of the two

Israel launches attacks in Gaza

Palestinian territories where Israel
maintains an occupying force and
Fatah remains dominant.

Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni made
Israel’s first high-level diplomatic con-
tact with the emergency cabinet formed
by Abbas in the West Bank after last
week’s fighting.

Livni told Palestinian Prime
Minister Salam Fayyad in a telephone
conversation that the establishment of
his emergency government, replacing
one headed by Hamas, would allow
“progress on various issues ... as well
as advance the political process”.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman
Mark Regev said the exchange “repre-
sents the beginning of a dialogue
between the two governments, a dia-
logue that was put unfortunately on
hold for the period under which Hamas
controlled the Palestinian govern-
ment”.

“We look forward to continuing to
engage with the new Palestinian gov-

Last year one of worst
ever for refugees

By: Jeremy Clarke

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Last year was
one of the worst for refugees and the
crisis is deepening in 2007 thanks to
conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia
and Sudan’s Darfur region, the United
Nation’s refugee chief said.

As refugee numbers rose for the first
time in five years, the number of peo-
ple displaced within their own borders
reached a record high — more than
doubling to almost 13 million,
UNHCR said.

But the accelerating return of
refugees to their homes in south Sudan
in 2007 — some after more than two
decades — is one bright spot in the
otherwise bad year, U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees Antonio
Guterres said.

“It is a very bad year for refugees
worldwide. Now there are almost 10
million who have been expelled from
their (countries) by insecurity, and that
number is growing,” Guterres told
Reuters in an interview this week in
south Sudan.

In the latest available figures,
UNHCR said the number of refugees
under its mandate at the end of 2006
had grown 14 percent from the previ-
ous year to 9.9 million.

It was the first spike in refugee num-
bers since 2002, mainly as a result of
crises in the Middle East, Darfur and
the Horn of Africa. Burundi and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
also contributed to the rise.

“Let’s be honest, in many cases their
governments are part of the problem,
and in many cases the international
community does not have the capacity
to help them,” he said.

“I have very grave concerns about
the way things are moving ahead for
refugees in many parts of the world.”

The former Portuguese prime minis-
ter was planning to celebrate World
Refugee Day in Somalia on
Wednesday, but insecurity there
stopped him from doing so.

Still, Guterres was keen to enjoy the
moment in south Sudan, which he
knows is a small victory against the
trend.

“This year we are supporting a huge
reintegration of people to Sudan from
many countries around the region —
from Uganda and Ethiopia and Kenya
and DRC,” he told Reuters as he
accompanied 161 refugees across the
Ugandan border.

This year, UNHCR has already
organized the repatriation of 35,000
people to Sudan, up from 20,996 last
year.

“I hope (the model) of South Sudan
can be established elsewhere — it is
what we hope will happen in all the
hotspots in the world,” he said.

Sudan’s 2005 peace deal, following
a civil war that claimed 2 million lives
and displaced more than 4 million,
along with the willingness of exiles
and authorities to participate in the
programme, was what marked it for
success, Guterres said.

Atlantis heads back to Earth

Al-Jazeera — The
space shuttle
Atlantis has begun
its journey back to
Earth after a nine-
day stay at the
International Space
Station in which
crew members
installed new solar
energy panels and
fixed wayward
computers.

Atlantis
undocked from the
station, then per-
formed a final
inspection of its heat shield on Tuesday
before it set out for Earth.

Nasa officials said they did not
expect the scan using the shuttle’s sen-
sor-laden robot arm to turn up any
shield damage, but the data was being
studied.

“We’ll know more tomorrow, but I
don’t anticipate any problems,” flight
director Cathy Koerner said at Johnson
Space Centre.

During one of four spacewalks per-
formed at the station, astronaut Danny
Olivas repaired a torn thermal blanket
near the shuttle’s tail as a precaution
against heat damage when Atlantis re-
enters the earth’s atmosphere.

Heat shield damage that went unde-
tected led to the 2003 break-up of shut-
tle Columbia as it returned from space.
The seven astronauts on board were
killed.

Atlantis completed the main task of
its mission by installing a new set of
solar energy panels on the station to
generate more electricity for the grow-
ing complex.

European and Japanese-built mod-
ules are to be added on flights later this

REUTERS/Nasa
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year and early in 2008 as Nasa tries to
complete the half-finished station
before the shuttle fleet is retired in
2010.

Computer crash

The assembly work was overshadowed
by a computer crash on the station that
raised fears the outpost, manned con-
tinuously since 2000, would have to be
temporarily abandoned.

The computers keep the station prop-
erly positioned for communications
and power generation from the sun.

The crash was thought to be caused
by a still-undetermined electrical prob-
lem.

After skipping two nights’ sleep, sta-
tion commander Fyodor Yurchikhin
and flight engineer Oleg Kotov rewired
the computers and they were fully
revived over the weekend.

Atlantis was scheduled to land at the
Kennedy Space Centre in Florida at
1:54 pm EDT (17:54 GMT) on
Thursday, but Nasa officials said the
shuttle has enough supplies to stay in
space until Sunday if weather or other
problems force a delay.

ernment,” Regev said.

Israel had had no contact with the
previous Palestinian government for 15
months while Hamas was in power on
the back of a parliamentary election
win 18 months ago. But it has main-
tained contacts with Abbas, who was
elected separately.

Abbas disbanded the Hamas-led
government last Thursday. Hamas has
rejected Abbas’s new government and
still regards itself as head of a unity
coalition.

Gaza schism

The result has been a schism that
leaves Gaza, a 40-km (25-mile) strip of
Mediterranean coast, isolated behind a
dense Israeli military cordon and tight-
ening economic blockade.

U.S. President George W. Bush and
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
pledged at the White House on
Tuesday to bolster Abbas, while Israel
sought to tighten the screws on Hamas
in Gaza.

Bush and Olmert reaffirmed their
commitment to the vision of a
Palestinian state but offered no con-
crete plan to achieve a negotiated deal
with Abbas.

“He 1is the president of all the
Palestinians,” Bush said of Abbas, with
Olmert at his side in the Oval Office.
“He has spoken out for moderation. He
is a voice that is a reasonable voice
amongst the extremists in your neigh-
bourhood.”

The United States and European
Union pledged on Monday to lift an
economic and diplomatic embargo
imposed on the Palestinian Authority
in March 2006 when Hamas rose to
power and refused to drop its refusal to
recognise Israel.

As an initial gesture, Olmert has
promised to release Palestinian tax rev-
enues withheld since Hamas came to
power. He said after the White House
talks he would ask his cabinet at its
next meeting on Sunday to approve the
release of the funds.

The Israeli leader said he wanted to
make “every possible effort” to cooper-
ate with Abbas, but he stopped short of
bowing to the Palestinian president’s
push for full-scale peace talks, and
Bush showed no sign of pressuring him
to do so.

Fatah leaders question Olmert’s will-
ingness to negotiate with them.
Abbas’s national security chief,

REUTERS

A Palestinian woman mourns during the funeral of Ibrahim Abed, a militant
from al-Agsa Martyrs Brigades, an armed wing of President Mahmoud
Abbas Fatah faction, and Ziyad Maalaysheh, a militant from Islamic Jihad,
in the West Bank city of Jenin June 20.

Mohammad Dahlan, told Reuters on
Tuesday: “Israel is releasing money not
because they are honourable but they
just want to entrench the divide
between the West Bank and Gaza.”

Senior Palestinian officials said
Abbas and Olmert might meet next
week in Egypt but an aide to the Israeli
prime minister said no date had been
set for any meeting.
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VAGANT POSTS

The UNFPA Country Office in Yemen, Sana’a, is looking to fill the following posts:

1. Programme/Administrative Assistant

to the National Population Council (NPC) Programme

Support Unit

Duties and Responsibilities:

functioning of the PSU.

|. Programme Support:

events;

professional standards;
clarification

public information events;

retrieval;

and cooperation.

IV. Working Environment:

Under the direct supervision of the Population and Development National
Advisor, the incumbent will provide programme, administrative and financial
support to the newly established Programme Support Unit (PSU) at NPC.
She/He will assist the National Advisor in the substantive and financial
monitoring activities, provide administrative and logistical support, and
undertake other duties and responsibilities to support the efficient

In particular, the Programme/Administrative Assistant will be responsible for:

- Coordinating review meetings and other PSU related workshops and

- Independently gathering, analyses and interpreting data and information
from a wide range of sources using appropriate analytical tools and

- Identifying warning signs based on information received, probing for
points of concern and presenting findings;
- Providing assistance in organizing, conducting donor meetings and

- Providing programme support for the National Advisor in preparation of
documents, correspondence and reports;

- Managing the incoming and outgoing correspondence for the PSU;

- Taking notes and transcribing minutes of PSU meetings;

- Maintaining all project files with relevant reference documents for easy

- Researching the web for information on events that may be relevant.

Il. Administrative/Financial Support:
- Liaising with the NPC, UNFPA Administrative and Finance Associates

on managing day-to-day operations of the PSU;

- Coordinating with travel agent for travel itineraries and costs;

- Arranges and plans monitoring visits;

- Translating relevant documents from English into Arabic and vice versa;

- Following-up on quarterly financial reports;

- Ensuring follow-up with government counterparts and NGOs on
submission on required NEX forms (FACE, C, E, D, and Evaluation
Forms) and ensure they are properly completed and duly signed;

- Following-up on NEX audit reports and recommendations coordination

The incumbent will work at NPC premises. He/She should move
between centres

and sites of the component projects and UNFPA Office as appropriate
and agreed upon with PCM;

Works closely with NPC HQs and Local Coordinating Councils in
governorates, UNFPA Programme and Operation staff, project directors
and admin/finance assistants.

Required Competencies:

Knowledge sharing/Continuous learning
Valuing diversity

Managing Relationships

Personal Leadership and Effectiveness
Results orientation/Commitment to excellence

Qualifications and Experience Required

Minimum B.A. Degree in Business Administration, Management or any

Sealed applications should contain a resume from our Country Office or downloaded from our web site:
www.unfpa.org. The application should indicate the post applied for in the outside envelope.

UNFPA offers an attractive compensation package commensurate with experience.
Please send your application to: UNFPA, P.O. Box 7272, Sana’a.
Deadline for application: 3rd. of July
Please note that only short list candidates will be considered and notified.

2. Population and Development National Advisor to the
National Population Council (NPC)

Duties and Responsibilities:
Under the guidance of UNFPA Representative, the incumbent for this

Population and Development Component funded post will be responsible
for the following:

|. Technical Advisor:

1)
2)

3)

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

lll. Working Environment:

1)

2)

Qualifications and Experience Required

other  related field. Formal  training in
programme/administration or IT field desirable;

Two years of progressively responsible experience in administration or
technical support preferably in a work related to NPC and UNFPA
mandate;

Fluency in oral and written Arabic& English;

Adequate computer skills, good interpersonal communication and team
building skills.

specialized

Il. Programme Coordination:

Assists the National Population Council (NPC) in integrating National
Population Strategies into National and Local Plans.

Provides technical advice to NPC as the Programme Component
Manager (PCM) for UNFPA, mainly in terms of coordination between
UNFPA Implementing Partners (IPs).

Assists in the preparation of papers, briefs and reports on NPC works
for relevant forums upon NPC and UNFPA's request and contributes to
special events related to UNFPA.

Supports the PCM in coordinating the implementation of UNFPA
supported activities of the national IPs including NPC, Central Statistics
Organization (CSO), Ministry of Awgaf, Sana’a University, and other
relevant NGOs;

Monitors progress in implementing activities and expenditure of each IP
through Annual Work Plans and quarterly reports.

Undertakes monitoring field visits to the targeted governorates and
districts agreed upon and according to coordinated plans.

Facilitates knowledge sharing on lessons-learned and effective
practices among IPs and supports PCM data collection and processing
activities.

Organizes quarterly Population and Development component level
progress meetings with IPs, and produces quarterly and annual
progress reports.

Facilitates result-based and cost-effective planning and budgeting

The incumbent will work at NPC premises. He/She should move
between centres and sites of the component projects as appropriate and
agreed upon with PCM;

She/he will report on all above-mentioned tasks to the PCM. The PCM
in close-collaboration with UNFPA, will supervise the performance of the
incumbent. He/She will be subject to an annual Performance Appraisal
(PAR) that will be completed by the UNFPA Representative in
consultation with national sub-programme and projects management.

Post graduate degree in social or other relevant sciences;

At least 5 years of professional experience, preferably in development
projects

Excellent professional knowledge of English and Arabic and the ability
to clearly communicate and report in these languages;

Adequate computer skills, good interpersonal communication and team
building skills.
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African refugees: We are discarded in Yemen
UNHCR: Refugees’ lives aren’t easy

By: Amel Al-Ariqi
amelllarigi@yahoo.com

heard him call me
‘ ‘ Sudanese, so I turned
to look at him and

said, ‘T'm not

Sudanese!’” recounts

9-year-old Hayat, describing the reason

for the deep wound on her head, “When

I did that, he threw a large stone at me

and then I felt the blood running down
my face.”

That wasn’t the first time Hayat had

been called “Habashiya,” Sudanese,

black and other names discriminatingly

at home, scared to go out and refusing
to answer the door.

“I felt like I was in prison,” she said,
adding, “I fled my country in order to
save my life and go to a peaceful place,
but unfortunately, I found that Yemen
itself is not safe and secure for me, as |
expected.”

The medical report revealed that S.Y.
has severe anxiety, diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder, and must
take medication until her condition
improves. “I'd like to publish my suf-
fering in every newspaper, magazine,
local and international NGO to ensure
that what happened to me won’t happen

her fears for her daughter’s future.

Difficult economic conditions affect
all

In his article, “From Somali to Yemen:
great dangers, few prospects,” Hanno
van Gemund reviewed the risks
refugees face during their journey from
the Somali port of Bossaso to Yemen.
Gemund, who is a lawyer and an expert
in refugees’ affairs, referred to the fact
that refugees are directly affected by
Yemen’s harsh economic circum-
stances.“Things are getting worse.
Poverty has increased dramatically in
Yemen, while the population has grown

Female African immigrants attempt to integrate into Yemeni society by wearing Yemeni dress; however, they say

many Yemenis still look down on them.

referring to her African origins and
black skin color.

She must live with the fact that, as an
African refugee in Yemen, she may
encounter difficulties integrating with
others, but she and her mother never
imagined the discrimination and vio-
lence they are subjected to now.

“I fled Ethiopia seeking a better job
and a safer life in Yemen; however,
every passing day is a challenge for me
and my daughter just to survive,” said
Hayat’s mother Aisha, who confirmed
that after this incident happened to her
daughter, she was forced to leave her
neighborhood.

“That day, I went to the police sta-
tion, complaining about the boy who
injured my daughter and requesting my
right of protection. However, instead of
protection, the boy’s brother beat and
humiliated me in front of security per-
sonnel, who did nothing to stop it.
Finally, the police advised me to recon-
cile with the boy’s family in order to
avoid problems. When I returned home,
the neighbors already had made up their
minds to evict me from the rental house
I was in,” she recalled, hugging her
daughter, who had started crying.

“I was raped by Yemeni policemen.”
Hayat’s tears are evidence of the diffi-
cult psychological situations African
refugees suffer in Yemen, commented
Abiy Abeb, representative of the
Mandate Refugees Association. He
pointed out that many African refugees
in Yemen experience extortion, harass-
ment, beatings, arbitrary arrest, deten-
tion and sexual violence at the hands of
both security forces as well as the local
population.

Abeb introduced S.Y., a 26-year-old
female Ethiopian refugee who refused
to talk, noting that hers is a “very spe-
cial case.” After a few moments of hes-
itation, she proffered several papers,
saying, “Read these and you’ll know
my problem.”

Among the papers were messages
directed to the UNHCR office in Sana’a
and a medical report from the Mental
Health Hospital in Sana’a. According to
the papers, S.Y. was raped by three
Yemeni police officers.

“What happened to me was shameful
as a woman. I’ve tried to cover it up and
keep it a secret, but they approached me
again and threatened me. I was forced
to inform the UNHCR office too,” S.Y.
had written in a letter, adding that after
the incident, she quit her job and stayed

to other female refugees in Yemen,” she
said, requesting UNHCR help to bring
her case against the three policemen to
court.

Unfortunately, S.Y. isn’t the only
African refugee claiming that she was
raped by Yemeni security. Last year,
three female refugees accused police-
men of sexual abuse and rape during a
sit-in in front of the UNHCR office in
Sana’a. While Yemen’s Interior
Ministry refused the accusations, the
attorney general directed investigating
their cases; however, due to the
women’s fear, they never attended
court.

“I have HIV. Take my daughter,
please.”

In 2006, an officer at the anti-AIDS
authority stated to the media that most
HIV- and AIDS-infected individuals in
Yemen are African. However, numer-
ous experts refuted this statement, con-
firming that available statistics reveal
that there are more AIDS cases among
Yemenis than among Africans.

Despite such confirmation, Yemenis
began viewing African immigrants as
“AIDS carriers,” dealing with them
cautiously. This in turn has led many
immigrants to avoid AIDS testing.

E.A. was unable to hide her HIV
infection, especially as her husband
died of AIDS. The UNHCR office sub-
jected her and her 5-year-old daughter
to medical testing, which revealed her
infection, but her daughter was clean.

“UNHCR gave me and my daughter
YR 12,000 (approximately $70) and
being a special case, they housed us
with two other AIDS patients,” E.A.
said, noting that such sum doesn’t cover
her and her daughter’s basic food and
medication needs.

Furthermore, she insists that her
daughter’s life is at risk due to the
atmosphere in which they are living.
“I’'m trying not to do anything that may
give her AIDS, but I'm not sure about
the roommates because they are in very
bad condition and vomiting blood. I'm
scared that my daughter will become
infected in some way. I went to the
refugee office and asked them to take
my daughter, but they refused,” E.A.
said, affirming that her condition as an
HIV-infected refugee makes her life
more difficult in Yemen.

“I try to hide my situation. I'm sure if
anyone in my neighborhood knew
about my disease, they would attack me
and my daughter,” she said, expressing

two and a half times since 1975. A
growing number of Yemenis have no
access to adequate housing, safe drink-
ing water, healthcare services, educa-
tion and sufficient nutrition. The coun-
try’s natural resources are overexploit-
ed and at risk of being depleted,”
Gemund wrote.He continued, “Despite
having the right to work and assistance
from UNHCR and its implementing
partners, life for urban refugees is hard.
Yemen itself has a huge unemployment
rate.“A few years ago, thousands of
Somalis lost their jobs as teachers
thanks to a government campaign offer-
ing those jobs to Yemeni citizens.
Somali men now are fortunate if they
can find daily labor jobs in road or
sewer construction and cleaning or
make some money by washing
cars.”He added, “Both Somali and
Ethiopian women often find work as
domestic workers in Yemeni house-
holds, but are severely underpaid and
often work in very difficult circum-
stances.”

Gemund explained that despite such
refugees’ evident contributions to
Yemen’s economy, coupled with the
very limited cost to the Yemeni govern-
ment — as UNHCR secures funds for
most health and other services — public
opinion toward refugees is growing
increasingly hostile.“Discrimination
against peoples of African origin is
widespread,” Gemund confirmed, not-
ing that progress on incorporating the
Refugee Convention into national legis-
lation has been slower than expected,
with the draft law still being discussed
in Parliament.

Who is responsible?

Yemen, the only Arabian Peninsula
nation to sign UNHCR’s 1951
Convention and the 1967 Protocol
related to the status of refugees, has
granted prima facie refugee status to
Somalis arriving in the country since
the civil war in Somalia.

However, Ethiopian and Eritrean
asylum seekers don’t qualify for
refugee status upon entry into Yemen,
instead being required to go through
UNHCR’s refugee status determination
process.

Currently, many non-Somali asylum
seekers don’t even get a chance to be
interviewed by UNHCR, as Yemeni
officials have told UNHCR that all non-
Somali new arrivals will be detained
and deported to their home countries.
Consequently, most Ethiopians are

detained upon arrival and await deport-
ment.

UNHCR has urged the Yemeni gov-
ernment to respect its international obli-
gations and continue keeping its doors
open to other nationals. The state has
assured UNHCR that repatriation can
only take place voluntarily; thus,
UNHCR has reiterated its willingness
to assist with screening and registering
all new arrivals.

“What we need is protection,” insist
Abeb and Beshir Hassan, representa-
tives from the Mandate Refugees
Association, which was established in
2004. Abeb and Hassan extensively
criticized the performance of UNHCR
staff in Sana’a and stress the urgent
need for protecting refugees, especially
those already victims of psychological
and physical attack, such as attempted
murder.

“The association, consisting of 60
refugees at that time, delivered hun-
dreds of letters to UNHCR, to the gov-
ernment of their asylum country —
Yemen — and to the international com-
munity in order to present their basic
demands, but alas, nothing was
achieved,” Abeb lamented.

Abeb and Hassan went on to say that
UNHCR itself is “one of the persecu-
tors,” explaining that they informed the
Yemeni government many times, par-
ticularly the Human Rights Ministry,
which in turn suggested UNHCR offer
a durable solution to the refugees.

“However, the UNHCR office repre-
sentative sent official letters stating that
we are rubbish, degrading us and tram-
pling our human rights with nasty
words, as if we aren’t refugees. But the
truth is, we are recognized political asy-
lum seekers,” Abeb said, recounting the
daily discrimination and harassment
they face in Yemen due to their
Christianity and their skin color

“Our children don’t go to school and
our women have no right to wear their
cultural clothing. We’re scared day and

night that our women and chil-
dren may experience sexual
abuse,” he concluded.

Not an easy life
UNHCR senior protec-
tion officer Samer
Haddadin  maintains
that his office is cooper-
ating with involved
ministries and authori-
ties, including the inte-
rior, foreign and
human rights min-
istries, as well as the
passport and immigra-
tion authority, to bet-
ter protect refugees in
Yemen.

Pointing out that
the office has both
male and female
counselors to handle
refugees and their com-
plaints, he notes, “We are
working with our partners
through our channels to
solve these problems; how-
ever, if such cases don’t
reach our office, how can
we solve them?”

Haddadin commented
that refugees’ lives aren’t
easy in general and being
at risk of racial and/or reli-
gious discrimination is one
of many obstacles refugees
face — not just in Yemen, but
worldwide.

Additionally, he emphasized the
media’s role in highlighting
refugees’ lives and increasing
Yemeni citizens’

awareness regarding African women and children are more exposed to
refugees’ rights and harassment and discrimination.

duties.

“We don’t expect refugees and asy-
lum seekers to come and show their
appreciation to us because we know
their lives aren’t easy. Our mission

simply is to find solutions for them and
our challenge is to come to that day
when we won’t need to exist,” he con-
cluded.
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Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen announces the following vacancy:

Customs Coordinator

Minimum Requirements:

considered).

a. Completion of grade 12.

b. 5 years experience in customs clearance (similar or related experience will be

c. SAP experience preferred.
d. PC literate with strong skills in MS Word, Excel and Lotus Notes.
e. International Oil and Gas experienced preferred.
f. Fluent in Arabic and English.

g. Ability to work effectively in a multi-cultural environment.

For further information or to apply for this position please visit our website:

http://www.nexeninc.com/Careers/Yemen/

Sana‘a

Application Criteria:

= All applications must be submitted through our online application system.

«  Online Applications must be submitted NO later than June 27", 2007.

= A member of our recruitment team will call you if you are selected for a test and interview.
= Selection will be based on the most qualified applicants.

= Applicants can check the status of their application online using the above URL.

» Please make sure that your Application contains all the needed personal, contact and
qualification information.

» Faxed or Handed In CV’s will NOT be considered.
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Opinion

This is the situation of communities

By: Hashem Abdulhafez

f the social, cultural, and educa-
tional situations of communities
and NGOs feature or suffer short-
comings and continued deteriora-
tion, our question will be ‘Can
these communities and organizations con-
tribute to building the state of law and
order and reach comprehensive economic
development in their current state?” The
answer to the question is clear while
transparency of the talk may encourage
the educated people to claim the state
authorities to allow them more cultural
spaces via which the communities feel
that they enjoy an intellectual and cultur-
al capacity.
Such capacity qualifies the communi-
ties and organizations to confront any
positive impact of global cultures, as well

as to coexist with what is positive in case
the state and the educated people are con-
vinced to devoted media and expand the
scope of press freedom in a way serving
individuals and the nation as well.

In addition, communities and organiza-
tions can utilize this capacity in exercising
the dialogue of cultures that enjoys closer
connection with the dialogue of civiliza-
tions. This is very vital for increasing the
level of social awareness inside the single
country, across countries, and at the glob-
al and international levels, plus meeting
the persisting need without contradicting
the national interest.

The good social awareness helps
improve different economic sectors and
enable them have a commercial, compet-
itive, and productive capacity to be eligi-
ble for competition in the global markets.

If the situation remains to struggle at

Spider

By: Dr. Ali Abdulkarim

e are resuming talk

once again about the

significance and

necessity of progress-

ing toward creating
the suitable climates for the process of
cooperation and coordination, and then
joining the bloc of our brothers in the
Gulf Cooperation Council.

This time, we stress that the texture of
relations with our brothers in the Gulf is
rigid, and one can notice stronger bonds
based on the clarity of specified vision
and reachable goals. In addition, there is
a real perception and mutual understand-
ing of any persisting problems here and
there, plus the extent of incompatibility
and its degrees in different areas, show-
ing the gap that needs to be filled and the
timeframe needed for filling the gap.
Other available resources and facilities
are required to be provided for this pur-
pose.

It is clear that what is required is an
abnormal and unfamiliar web or texture;
a solid texture that doesn’t seem to be
like the spider’s web, which is flimsy and
fragile, and may be torn up easily at any
time.

These are the ties we seek and attempt
to reach with our brothers in the age of
superpowers’ influence and the various
internal and external crises that have a
negative impact on the structure of any
state or surrounding. Such ties want us to
take a group of therapeutic procedures
and proper policies in all the political,
economic, social, and cultural areas,
mainly suggesting possible solutions to
issues affecting stability of the internal
structure, the pillars of which are not
based on any respect for public freedoms
or human rights. It is often asked ques-
tion such as what are the requirements
for tackling such issues? Can these issues
be gradually resolved or not?

In order for these issues to be resolved,
there should be a political will to carry
out comprehensive reforms. This will
functions as the strong foundation upon
which we build the spider’s web, which

’S web

has a role and a tale in our Islamic histo-
ry. All of us know the famous tale that is
based on credibility, faith, will, and
determination.

Like our brothers in the GCC bloc, we
perceive the wide gap between our coun-
try and the Gulf states in various areas,
the most important of which are those
associating with living standards and the
average per capita income. The situation
necessitates that we deal with this gap
with total responsibility and commit-
ment, and not to escape facts or real data.
We are needed to work hard to meet the
requirements of future circumstances and
climates that are essential for cooperation
and coordination before being fully
admitted to the GCC.

All these requirements ensure the
influx of investment projects and the
selection of the best mechanisms that
help attract investments to the vulnerable
country. In return, these investments
ensure the existence of open markets,
thanks to the increased production and
the diverse investment projects. Broader
horizons will be opened for mutual trade
between Yemen and the GCC member
states, which is the main goal we care to
reach as part of shaping a future of good
ties. By this, I don’t mean the flimsy ties
that are not different from the spider’s
web. Through our experience in the joint
Arab work nationally and regionally, we
listed numerous indicators that warn us
of the fragility of the spider’s web in
order for us not to take it as the base of
our ties. In event of failed ties, the result
will be unprecedented failure and help-
less justifications.

We have to deeply think how the GCC
prepares to take a new state along with its
market and vulnerable economy to the
final stage of requirements, however, this
state  has been trying to meet these
requirements for more than 20 years but
reaped no fruit. Various material, admin-
istrative, technical, and security-related
problems and obstacles are still hindering
efforts of the Yemeni government to
improve its ailing economy and hostile
investment environment.

Source: Al-Seyasia Weekly

the level of services, it is impossible for it
to bring about any economic or social
development. Via hearing rumours about
the spread of corruption, people turn to
fear corruption more than globalization
because they don’t know how to handle
corruption.

The educated people, who occupy sen-
sitive posts in the government, call for
fighting corruption as they consider it a
dangerous phenomenon. These people
lack a certain definition for corruption,
nor do they have a background about this
phenomenon and the means of fighting it.

One can say that the call for fighting
corruption is a good one, particularly as
the rulers, the ruled, and several interna-
tional agencies and organizations com-
plain of corruption after it has become a
global phenomenon similar to globaliza-
tion. For communities and NGOs, corrup-
tion is not less dangerous than globaliza-
tion. The educated people, who got affect-
ed by the thoughts of their colleagues, are
leading the governments of their countries
to the unknown. They design unique poli-
cies, having no parallel in the developed
nations, while their governments have
become acclimatized with the concept of
globalization and approved this concept
according the policies of international
banks and financial institutions. These
banks and institutions are sponsored by
the developed countries to bring about an

economic and social development.

On the other hand, promoting this kind
of culture warns of a great risk to the lives
of peoples and governments as they have
the same intellectual stream and their uni-
fied goal is to gain wealth at the expense
of the majority of population of any coun-
try. In fact, the educated man, who links
his interest with a longer stay in power,
bears in mind that a leader of strong deter-
mination is essential for helping the ruled
get rid of corruption and the personal
exploitation of public wealth, particularly
as communities seek progress in various
areas. Also, he should benefit from the
American example demonstrated by the
first American President, who liberated
and freed his nation from the foreign
occupation and established a rule for the
democratic transformation enjoyed by the
300 million-strong population country.

The current U.S. President is continu-
ing the path of the first American leader,
generalizing the democratic transforma-
tion and promoting the American demo-
cratic experience in different parts of the
world. By this, the current U.S. President
intends to fix the need for the good leader
who enjoys political will and strong deter-
mination while his people has become
aware of his foreign policies that occu-
pied others’ land, used it for military
bases, and looted their national wealth.
Source: 26 September Weekly

Privacy

By: Mohammed Al-Ariqi

e talk much about the

fact that the Yemeni

people are conserving

many aspects of their

own privacy, and some
of these aspects are negative while others
look positive. The real challenge is how
the educated person, the politician, and
the economist can contribute to building
the human being, improving his/her
intellectual and material performance,
and expand the scope of his/her percep-
tion of the new facts without eradicating
the negative aspects of privacy or
enhancing the requirements of modernity
supported by the positive aspects of pri-
vacy.

This is a fact, which is perceived and
acknowledged by politicians and the edu-
cated people. Nevertheless, some of the
political and journalistic forces ignore
this fact and turn to play a role in what is
negative, thus making them lose their
significance as a key player in the field of
sought construction and development.
These forces created for themselves
points of weaknesses, fragility, and alien-
ation, however, they had before them a
chance for balanced development side by
side along with the updated development
imposed by the demands of time in vari-
ous areas.

Of the privacy aspects we have to con-
centrate on is that our country is in an
urgent need for the efforts and thinking
of its natives without an exception in
order to mobilize its human and material
resources toward comprehensive devel-
opment and prosperity.

many internationally religious mis-
sionaries freely touring Yemen
knocking doors and offering their
“humanitarian” aides to poor and uned-
ucated families using names that indi-
cates that their work is totally humanitar-
ian and does not carry any other reli-
gious or  political activities.
For example some weeks ago a confer-
ence held in Sanaa purely to support the
movement against women circumci-
sions which is minimally practiced by
some tribes in Yemen and the conference
that is being held now in Sanaa to pre-
vent violation against kids and so on.
There are many religious organiza-
tions come to Yemen from different parts
of the world including America,
Australia, Europe, Africa, Asia etc..
Using various innocent names; but in
reality their mission is to mislead fami-
lies and convert them to other false reli-

It is unusually obvious that there are

Letters to the Editor

Undercover religious missionaries in Yemen

gions and score some political goals.

Is it really more important to the
Yemeni poor families to get information
about circumcision? or to firstly get
enough to eat, upbringing healthy edu-
cated family members, educate women
about pregnancy, giving birth to a
healthy baby, and know more about the
cause of many women dying while giv-
ing birth in rural remote areas ?

Are we really having a crisis regard-
ing violation against kids? To some
extent, yes, and it is due to some fami-
lies to have poor knowledge about their
own religion but we cannot expect exter-
nal religious missionaries to come
knocking our doors and educate our fam-
ilies and children about easy alternatives
to our religious beliefs.

For sure if we agree to support what
is happening we will have only ourselves
to blame. The expected outcome of act-
ing passively to these movements will be

painful and costly. We can not expect
any good from external movement and
brainwashed  supporters, so-called
“educated in the west.”

A live example is what is happening
now in Iraq which exposes the real face
of these movements and how dangerous
can they be. I personally met religious
missionaries in the west who told me

that they have been on missions to
Yemen and commented on how gullible
Yemeni families were and how easy to

conduct undercover activities. They
even have memorized street names and
different religious sects.

It is the responsibility of every Yemeni
to do whatever they can to stop these
missions from contaminating our soci-
eties with their unacceptable targeted
propaganda.

Yahya Mohammed
yahya.mohammed@calvary-
act.com.au

According to this concept, we are like-
ly to work harder and perceive the caus-
es of poverty and backwardness, as well
as to open for our generations the path of
hope and optimism toward a better
tomorrow.

Being aware of our privacies is not
limited to eating habits, dress customs,
and our social relations. Instead privacies
have much to do with our accumulative
identities of production and creativity,
which we have to contemplate on to ben-
efit from in dealing with our environment
and natural resources so as to ensure our
basic necessities from the available
wealth, plus utilizing facilities of the
modern technology.

No wonder, in our heritage of produc-
tion and creativity privacies, we have a
lot of scenes and sights that are still alive
and continue its role in serving man men-
tally and materially.

It is enough for us to review our agri-
cultural heritage, which is based on the
privacy of expertise and experience
gained by the Yemeni farmer, who
strengthened his relation with the farm-
land and granted the land his effort and
tenderness while the land in return grant-
ed him the lavish harvest.

In the creative aspect, there are many
literary, intellectual, and religious sym-
bols that placed themselves among the
most important intellectual references at
the Arab and international levels. This
privacy may feed youth with confidence
and strengthen their sense of loyalty, as
well as encourage the youth to assert
themselves in the process of comprehen-
sive development.

Source: Al-Thawra State-run Daily

COMINMION SENSE

The past is just
a good bye! (II)

alal’s brother, Farid was calling his brother
to open the door because the electric bell
was not working on account of the chronic
blackouts the country is facing due to the
considerable shortage of electricity gener-

ation.

“Fatima stop your political analysis and open the
door for your uncle. He must have been shouting
his throat out to be heard. Jalal did not want his
daughter to get carried away with her political
assessments.

Yasmine continued where her daughter Fatima had left off: “That is just it
my dear Jalal. For how long have we had this electricity problem? Just imag-
ine twenty years and our government cannot set up a couple of power plants
to keep up with the demand for power production. If that is not a failure on
the part of the government, than what else can be viewed as failure?
Electricity is so important to the provision of all kinds of services, public and
private and is also very important from an economic standpoint. Just think.
Who would want to invest in a country that cannot provide sufficient power
to keep a factory working for twenty four hours a day?”

Jalal’s brother wanted to add some power to what Yasmine was hitting at:
“One wastes so much time with the ongoing power blackouts and more than
that resorting to candles and other standby sources of lighting is inefficient
and taxing on the eyes! Someone ought to carry out a study to show the actu-
al economic costs of power blackouts on the society.”

“Come on uncle Farid, you are worrying about an hour or so a day of
power outage. In many areas of the Governorate of Sa’ada, they have never
ever seen electricity, let alone suffer from temporary power blackouts. We
should be thankful at least that we can still see some television at night. But
really, one must give note of the fact that power blackouts are a pain for stu-
dents who are cramming for final examinations.” Fatima wanted to get back
to her political criticisms.

“Speaking of Sa’ada, it seems that the war there is over” said Jalal

His brother pointed out: ‘“Another problem in this country is that reality
seems to defy logic. Here is a long awaited end to the unfortunate violence
that has overtaken this peaceful province of Yemen for the last three years
announced by all the concerned parties including the broker of this fragile
peace, only to be broken again in just a few hours after its announcement by
all concerned. What happened is not yet clear, but the hope is that the peace
will hold out. For sure it is not expected that many of those who profit from
war are not keen on seeing the peace in Sa’ada hold out for long. But one
would think that some respects for the tireless efforts of our brothers in Qatar
would be given the respect that such efforts deserve. But alas in Yemen, we
seem to find it easy to disrespect all norms of behavior and interaction
between people. Moreover, we find greater ease in initiating and encouraging
conflict than avoiding it or ending it.”

Yasmine joined the brotherly discussion, with another of her long discours-
es: “Farid, what happened in Sa’ada defies explanation, in terms of the begin-
ning of the conflict and now this tragic unsure ending. One should rather say
that in Yemen all things seem to defy explanation. When peace is celebrated,
the peace is broken by the least expected of excuses. Surely this is not the
way to improve our credibility with our friends. As it is now Yemen ranks
number 24 among sixty nations prone to being failing states. This is only say-
ing it mildly on a number of indicators that show Yemen to be on the verge of
being cancelled as a country with sufficient grounds for progress and devel-
opment. There is probably a very dismal chance that we will make it to the
Gulf Cooperation Council in TEN YEARSs or so, since we have failed to con-
vince the most friendly state to Yemen among the GCC members, Qatar that
we are sincere in opting for peace, and for other favorable options that come
with peace!”

To be continued.

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more
than 20 years.
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(IRIN) Christine Simon, 18, still has
one-and-a-half years of primary school
left but she is proud to have reached this
level of education, despite growing up
away from home, with a baby to support.

"I want to read, to go on; that is why I
came back to school," Simon said in the
Southern Sudan capital of Juba.

Growing up a refugee in the Central
African Republic (CAR) after the long
war in Southern Sudan disrupted her
education, Simon fell pregnant. She
acknowledges that she was lucky - two
of her friends who became pregnant are
unlikely to get back to school. She and
her former boyfriend have no interest in
getting married, leaving his mother and
aunt look after the baby, Chantal, while
she is in class.

If Simon makes it to the end of next
year, she will be one of the relatively
small number of girls who finish primary
school in Southern Sudan, according to
the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEEF).

Challenges

Simon's headmaster reckons that as
many as three-quarters of his female stu-
dents drop out because of pregnancy,
some as young as 11. He and two of his
colleagues have themselves had daugh-
ters dropping out for the same reason.
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Peer-to -peer education is bemg used to tackle the high drop-out rate.

According to Simon, money and gifts
are often an incentive to have sex with
older men as well as age mates.

Teachers say the solution is to set up
girls” boarding schools across the state.
"But then there'd still be the holidays,"
said one. "Really, we do not know what
is going on."

Although UNICEF officials say that
Western Equatoria has been Southern
Sudan's biggest success story in terms of
boosting female enrolment - especially
with the advent of peace and free educa-

tion - the numbers drop off again when
the girls reach 14-16.

UNICEF's Rose Njagi said that while
fewer girls in pastoralist communities
lose out on education because of preg-
nancy, early marriage is frequently hav-
ing the same effect.

"There is no problem for gender equi-
ty in the lower primary classes, some-
times we even find more girls, but in the
upper classes there's a significant drop
because of pregnancy and early mar-
riage," explains Njagi.

Peer pressure

She is working to roll out the Girl's
Education Movement across Southern
Sudan, a peer-to-peer system where girls
and boys encourage others (and their
parents) to go to school.

Grace Datiro, the minister for educa-
tion in Western Equatoria, said she was
trying to battle the “huge problem” with
school clubs, mothers’ clubs and men's
clubs as well as bringing it up in rallies
across the state. Datiro is also looking for
traditional and judicial ways to deter
men from having sexual relations with
schoolgirls.

"The girls are often doing it for
money, goods and because they're
attracted and think they should go for it.
Instead of advising the girl, the men just
take advantage. There's also the impact
of the war - our culture has sort of erod-
ed ... the girls are looking for their iden-

The focus is to empower
girls. At the end of the day
it's up to them. They
should be making
informed decisions, so
that they can chart their
own destiny”

UNICEF/ STevie MANN (2002)

Since education became free, enrolment rates have jumped but glrls stlll
have a higher drop-out rate because of pregnancy

tity," said Datiro.

Njagi thinks the answer lies with chil-
dren themselves. It is unclear how much
of Southern Sudan's increase in girl
enrolment from 17 to 37 per cent is a
result of the new government's policy of
free education.

The key, however, is to encourage
girls to stay in school. Rather than just
handing out condoms to the boys and
scare-stories to the girls, Njagi says
UNICEF and the government are trying
to encourage members of these mixed-

sex peer groups at schools to support
each other. This would help to reduce
teen pregnancy.

"Children are not shy and not scared,"
says Njagi, who says that often students
can talk and raise awareness about
issues, including underage pregnancy,
that adults shy away from.

"The focus is to empower girls ... at
the end of the day, it's up to them," said
Njagi. "They should be making
informed decisions, so they can chart
their own destiny."

By: Virginia Tilley

aving sacked Ismail

Haniyeh of Hamas and

dissolved his democrati-

cally-elected government,

Palestinian Authority (PA)
president Mahmoud Abbas has now
installed Salam Fayyad as the new Prime
Minister, to the clear delight of the West.
Mutual accusations are hurled by Abbas
and Haniyeh that the other side launched
a coup against the legitimate authority.
Nevertheless, now a fresh line of grave
Palestinian faces has lined up before the
cameras as Fayyad's new "emergency
government" is sworn in. That the new
PA has virtually no power in the West
Bank, and none at all in Gaza, is the first
glaring problem with this pageantry.
(Bitter jokes about a 'two-state solution'
consisting of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip have circulated.)

An international community worried
by the 'coup' accusation might endorse
the Fayyad government as the seemingly
correct position. But the 'coup' claim
stumbles over a basic problem -- that
Abbas's appointing a new prime minister
was itself entirely illegal. The new 'emer-
gency government' is illegal, too.
According to the Basic Law of Palestine
(as amended in 2003), which serves as
the constitution of the PA, Abbas can do
neither of these things. Nor can the new
'emergency government' claim any dem-
ocratic mandate. This means that Abbas
and the Fayyad government are ruling by
decree, outside the framework of the
Basic Law. So on what basis is that gov-
ernment supposed to govern -- and on
what basis are foreign governments sup-
posed to deal with it?

According to the Basic Law, Abbas has
violated a whole stream of Articles as
well as the spirit of its checks and bal-
ances, which were designed during the

Whose coup, exactly"

Arafat era partly to limit the power of the
presidency. With full US and Israel sup-
port (if not their insistence), Abbas has
baldly trashed numerous provisions of
the Basic Law, including:

e The President can sack his Prime
Minister (Article 45) but he cannot legal-
ly appoint a new Prime Minister that does
not represent the majority party (i.e.,
Hamas).

e In the event that a President sacks the
PM, the Government is considered to
have resigned (Article 83), but the serv-
ing Cabinet (here, the Hamas-led
Cabinet) is supposed to govern until a
new Cabinet is confirmed by the
Legislative Council (Article 78).

e Only the Legislative Council can
confirm the new PM and Cabinet and the
new officials cannot take their oaths
(Article 67) or assume their duties
(Article 79) until this is done. We might
now look for the Fayyad government to
go to the Legislative Council for post hoc
approval, but if the Legislative Council
cannot vote for lack of a quorum --
because too many of its members are in
jail or refuse to participate -- then the
Cabinet cannot be legally confirmed. The
Basic Law provides no remedy for condi-
tions where the Legislative Council can-
not vote to confirm the Cabinet or the
actions of the President.

e The President can rule by degree dur-
ing emergencies (Article 43) but the
Legislative Council must approve all
these decrees at its first meeting.

e The President cannot suspend the
Legislative Council during a state of
emergency (Article 113).

* The President has no power to call
early elections, either.

e The Basic Law has no provision
whatsoever for an "emergency govern-
ment."

What does this mean for the PA? It is
no longer the same animal. The Fayyad

government is the step-child of an extra-
legal process with no democratic man-
date. The whole manoeuvre is not pre-
cisely a palace coup, but it is something
like it.

What does this mean for the world?
Foreign governments now confront one
of the most unwelcome events in interna-
tional diplomacy -- the sudden transfor-
mation of a government into a different
kind of government. As in any revolution
or coup, diplomatic recognition of Salam
Fayyad's "emergency Government" as
the legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people must now be
reassessed. For example, by what author-
ity does the "emergency government" act
in the name of Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza? What capacities and
responsibilities does the "emergency gov-
ernment" now have? On what legal and
political bases are diplomatic relations to
be sustained?

‘We must admit that these are legal but
also political questions. The PA is the
invention of the 1993 and 1995 Oslo
Accords (it was supposed to serve for a
period "not exceeding five years") But
the Basic Law was developed later, to
confirm and ensure its democratic char-
acter. This set of laws represented a
Palestinian state-building measure, pro-
viding a start-up framework for
Palestinian democracy in anticipation (or
at least affirmation) of eventual
Palestinian statehood. Hence the Basic
Law refers in its introduction to the 1995
Oslo 2 accord but also invokes the
Palestinian people as its ultimate political
authority (Article 2: "... the people are the
source of power ..."). Governments may
therefore attempt to justify sustaining
relations with the new Fayyad govern-
ment out of solidarity with the Palestinian
national effort -- albeit one in crisis.

Still, in attempting this, foreign gov-
ernments now face dubious and perplex-

ing options:

They could suspend diplomatic rela-
tions with the Fayyad government, on
grounds that it is illegal, and deal with the
elected Haniyeh government. But this
might cripple their communication with
Ramallah at a critical time and put them
at odds with the US and Israel.

They could sustain diplomatic rela-
tions with the Fayyad government,
accepting its claim that the Hamas gov-
ernment launched a coup, but they would
then be endorsing a government that is
violating its own laws and has itself
effectively pulled a coup.

They could accept the new Fayyad
government on condition that it now obey
other provisions of the Basic Law, such
as gaining Legislative Council approval
and/or calling new elections. But the
Basic Law doesn't allow the Cabinet to
call new elections and this new Cabinet
doesn't have any legal standing to govern
anyway. (It's also hard to see how new
national elections could be held when the
Haniyeh government refuses to recognize
the new Cabinet and conditions in both
territories are so contrary to free and fair
elections.)

They could pull a classic diplomatic
side-step by calling the situation a tempo-
rary constitutional crisis and maintaining
relations with both sides, but this tactic
will quickly bog down because present
events look more like the complete col-
lapse of the Basic Law and its frame-
work.

Facing this mess, they could do a back-
step: suspend formal diplomatic relations
but maintain communication with both
sides, pending further developments, but
what about those formal agreements
(exchange, trade, security, diplomatic
representation) they may have signed
with the PA? Which side is truly repre-
sentative and to whom are they account-
able?
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In Gaza City Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas giving the letter of
appointment to Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh after Hamas defeated Fatah
in the Palestinian Authority elections weeks earlier, 15 February 2007.

There are other legalistic maneuvers
they could try, such as treating the PA
under terms established by the Oslo
Accords or the Gaza-Jericho agreement
of 1994. But none of those documents
provide for a prime minister or any of the
procedures being acted out in Ramallah.

In short, the diplomatic landscape is
now in utter disarray. The Fayyad
Government has no democratic mandate,
is not operating by the very rules that
establish its democratic legitimacy, and
so is only a facsimile of the 'government'
with which many of the world's states
established diplomatic relations. It does
not help that the United States, an obedi-
ent Europe, and legless Arab states have
trotted up to anoint it as the sole legiti-
mate authority. Nor does it help to pre-
tend that Hamas -- a broad movement
with popular legitimacy -- will simply
disappear through decrees from Abbas
and some nice political theatre.

It is not clear how long this flimsy

diplomatic pretense can hold up to scruti-
ny by a skeptical world. Nor is it clear
what political costs foreign governments
will have to absorb if they try to play
along with it -- especially when the now-
traumatized Palestinian people, in the ter-
ritories and in Diaspora, begin protesting
their government's being hijacked by
anti-democratic figureheads for Israeli
and US agendas. Being targeted as sup-
porting this pantomime government was
not the goal of those governments who
recognized the PA to support the
Palestinian people. As UN official Alvaro
De Soto put it in his eloquent 'End of
Mission Report' this May, 'It may be bet-
ter to be the one who raises questions
about the Emperor's new clothes than to
be ridiculed as the naked Emperor one-
self.

Virginia Tilley is a US citizen now work-
ing in Pretoria, South Africa. She can be
reached at vtilley@mweb.co za.

Turkey should try to isolate PKK instead of attack

urkey has threatened to

enter in Iraq to root out

Kurdistan Workers Party's

(PKK) separatists who

attack inside Turkey and the
powerful Turkish military is focused on
the immediate task of stopping deadly
attacks. But the situation in Iraq is worst
and it could even be more deteriorated if
Turkey has decided to go ahead with its
plans for possible incursion.

The Kurdish leadership in northern
Iraq which controls the area is looking
less concerned with PKK attacks in
Turkey. Their eyes are set on the
December referendum which will decide
the Kurdish control over oil rich Iraqi city
of Kirkuk and they will never like to lose
the support of any Kurd despite of his/her
affiliations with a terrorist group like
PKK. Once Kurds got control of Kirkuk
they will think about an independent

country called Kurdistan that
might someday absorb the
large Kurds minority of
Turkey. The recent threats
by Turkey to use force
against PKK in Iraq could be
due to the assumptions that if
PKK can launch attacks
when Iraqi Kurds are still
part of a united Iraq, and if
they got an independent terri-
tory it would become much
easier for them to attack Turkey . So
Turkey's leadership and military thinks
about striking first before that happens.
But many experts believe that a decisive
blow to PKK would not be so easy
because of the difficult terrain and their
knowledge about area.

United States occupation of Iraq has so
far made the Kurds as real winners. When
dozens of people are killed everyday in
all over the Iraq , the Kurds dominated

By: Imran Khan

mimraan khaan@gmail.com

areas are relatively calm
and unaffected by the
deadly violence. For
United States, Turkey is
considered as one of the
most trusted ally in the
region for long time, now
Iraqi Kurds proving even
more friendly and impor-
tant.

But Turkey can not
just sit idle and let its
people die from the hands of PKK terror-
ists. There must be a way and military
solution is not the only way to handle it.
Now because of PKK terrorist attacks
sympathies of the world are with Turkey
but once its army crossed the border
many would start denouncing it.

Turks have done well to maintain
peace in their Kurd regions through dia-
logue, granting Kurds language, local
governance rights and respecting human

rights. If turkey has used bullying tactics
against Kurds by not granting their legit-
imate rights than it would have been a
different story. Now attacks are coming
from outside otherwise it would have
been from inside and that would have
made a huge difference in volume of the
violence. One must also not forget, few
decades ago when suicide bombing was
unheard in the world, it was started by
PKK separatist in Turkey and even
women were used. Now it is not the case
and Turkish Kurds have stopped it
because they have been given rights to
live respectfully. Mostly Kurds are living
peacefully in Turkey and reject Kurdish
nationalism. Any terrorist group can
never achieve their goals if common peo-
ple are living peacefully and happy with
the situation. Yes if situation is bad and
people are forced against their wishes
than terrorist groups use that situation in
their favor and able to get sympathies and

reinforcement from the population. Turks
should be worried about PKK's growing
terrorist activities but they have a solid
background and backing of the people
which give them a great edge over the ter-
TOTiSts.

Any country of the world has right to
defend itself from enemy and Turkey is
not exempted from that rule. But in these
circumstances instead of going out for a
sole solution to end PKK attacks in
Turkey through force, Turkey needs an
international coalition to isolate PKK in
Iraq. United States can play a big role and
Turkey can also use the United Nations,
European Union platforms to prove their
points and put pressure on Iraqi Kurdish
leadership to stop PKK from attacking
Turkey. It is also a part of war on terror
where a militant terrorist group (PKK is
listed as terrorist organization by USA,
Turkey, NATO and EU) is trying to
achieve its objectives through brutal

actions. Turkey just needs to show the
world about its stance more vigorously
and effectively.

One must not think that it means that
Turkey needs someone's permission to
defend itself or it is a weak country. But
today's world is like a universal village
and countries are interlinked with one
another. Turkey is indeed a very impor-
tant country of the world and any of its
action will leave huge impacts.

It is on Turkey to decide what is best
for her but if military action can create a
complex situation than it is better to go
for an option which can solve the prob-
lem without any bitter consequence.

Muhammad Imran Khan is assistant
director of Pakistan’s National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA).
He is an economic and commerce
specialist and a freelance writer for
several international newspapers
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WB Report:

By: Raidan Al-Saqqaf
alsaqqaf@ gmail .com

recent report by the

World Bank has indicated

that during the last three

decades, Yemen has

experienced a profound
and dramatic change, where the econo-
my has seen a shift from an agriculture-
dependent economy to a more diversi-
fied and market economy, hereby
changing the underlying fundamentals
of the Yemeni business environment.
The report stated that the shift towards
a market economy from the subsistence
agriculture of the north and the com-
mand economy of the south has trans-
formed livelihood systems.

This change is understandable con-
sidering the global economic transfor-
mations and the geo-political changes
in Yemen. The report indicated that the
emergence of a new governance system
as a result of unification, hereby the for-
mal and informal “rules of the game”

Strategic Intervention urgently needed Business In Brief

has changed; in Yemeni culture, the
land and the livestock were the source
of wealth and employment

During the last three decades, this
understanding has changed to the real-
ization that the source of wealth and
employment is the government. The
report states: “the increasing concentra-
tion of economic and political power
suggests that it carries with it the risk of
elite capture of development benefits
and the further widening of the gap
between the rich and the poor.”

The World bank report, entitled
‘Country Social Analysis’ has the

objective of analyzing the social con-
text and trends in Yemen in order to
identify the constrains and opportuni-
ties for development. Inline with that
objective, the report concludes that the
effectiveness of development support
to Yemen can be enhanced by address-
ing the following inequalities:

* Access to water and land needs to
be more equitably distributed;

* Youth, Women, and Rural people
are becoming increasingly marginal-
ized from the economy as traditional
livelihood systems decline;

e With rapid urbanization, shanty
dwellers are becoming increasingly
socially and economically marginal-
ized;

» State expenditures tend to favor the
NON-poor.

The report also highlights a number
of strategic areas of intervention,
including improving equity in the dis-
tribution of natural resources such as
water resources, concentration of land

ownership, and enforcement of expro-
priation laws which help the poor and
marginalized social groups.

Another strategic intervention is in
improving equity in distribution of pub-
lic resources and services, in terms of
inequality in public expenditures,
inequality in access to healthcare, and
the mismatch between education pro-
vided and labor market demands espe-
cially in rural inhabitants.

In addition to that, another strategic
intervention is in promoting inclusion
in economic opportunities; with focus
on the high rates of youth unemploy-
ment and underemployment, and the
employment of women in rural areas.

Moreover, improving social account-
ability was yet another area for strategic
intervention, through the strengthening
civil society to hold elected officials
and service providers accountable,
evaluate the quality of public service
provision, provide access to justice
especially for women and the poor, and
involve women in decision making.

Government opens market
for non-Yemenis

he cabinet has decided to make
I modifications in the current
business licensing law in order
to allow non-Yemenis to set up their
own businesses in Yemen without
having to be involved in a joint venture
with Yemeni citizens. This measure will
allow any foreign businessman to
establish their Greenfield business in

Yemen in any sector.

AFD finances agricultural
development
egional director of Agence
Rfrangaise de développement
(AFD) has recently met with
Dr. Mansour Al-Hawshabi, minister of
agriculture  and  discussed  the
participation of the AFD in agricultural
development, in terms of increasing
livestock volumes and improving the
marketing of agricultural goods in

Moore valley in Taiz governorate.

Qatar foundation for
development to be set up

atar’s finance Minister Mr.

Yosef Kamal said that Qatar

will investment US$ 500
millidr in the establishment of the
Qatar Foundation for Development in
Yemen. US$ 200 million of that amount
will be invested in Al-Saleh Medial
City which will be established within
the next few years.

Al-Herwi received top

award from Philco
AbdulGhani Ali Al-Herwi Corporation
has recently been honored by Philco for
their outstanding sales performance in
2006 in household appliances.
Receiving the award on behalf of the
corporation was Mr. Amin Ali Al-
Herwi, director in  Al-Herwi
Corporation.

Turkish businessmen:
Optimstic about investment in Yemen

By: Emad Al-Saqqaf
YemenTimes Taiz

delegation of Turkish
businessmen has visited
Yemen last week, and
toured several gover-
norates in the country in
order to visit several locations for
prospect investments. During their
visit to Taiz governorate, the delega-
tion has visited several factories and
industrial plants affiliated to the Hayel
Saeed Group, as well as a number of
cultural and historical sites, and some
social and business clubs.
YemenTimes met with the head of
the delegation Mr. Farouk Gullu, who
indicated that the objective of the visit
is to further strengthen the ties
between the Yemeni and Turkish busi-
ness communities, adding that they
represent a community of over 15,000
Turkish businessmen, and that all
these businessmen will learn of the
outcome of this visit to Yemen.
When asked about the investment

prospects in Yemen, he stated that they
are very optimistic about the opportu-
nities for business and investment in
Yemen, indicating that Yemen has a
good potential for investments and
joint ventures with local businessmen.
He stated that he was very impressed
with the manufacturing facilities of the
Hayel Saeed group and their utiliza-

YT Editor Emad Al-Saqqaf with Mr. Gullu

tion of latest tech-
nology.

He said that the
delegation was also
impressed with the
social responsibility
strategy adopted by
the Hayel Saeed
group through Al-
Saeed foundation for
science and culture,
indicating that many
businessmen are
inspired by Al-Saeed
example and will
adopt similar social
responsibility strate-
gies in the future.

Mr. Gullu also added that there are
four Turkish corporations operating in
Yemen, either through retailing their
products in Yemen or operating in
joint ventures, he also stated that this
is only the beginning and that he looks
forward to a lasting business and eco-
nomic cooperation between the two
countries.

AL-Jeel Al-Jadeed inaugurates
Branches of Al-Rahawnaji Cards

l-Jeel Al-Jadeed Group

launches the inauguration

of main showrooms of Al-

Rahawnaji Agencies for

international cards in the
capital city of Sana’a.

Al-Jeel Al-Jadeed further extended its
capacity by taking Al-Rahawnaji’s
agency in Yemen due to its fame and
superb design.

Brig. Mohammed Raziq AS-Sarrmi,
First Deputy of Capital Secretariat said, 1
am happy to inaugurate this branch of Al-
Jeel Al-Jadeed Group special for Al-
Rahawnaji cards because these cards have
become a part of our daily life. They are
available in parties and ceremonies with
different and unique designs. It is good to
have such cards in Yemen because they
will not make us travel abroad. And our
turn is to call Al-Rahawnaji Agencies to
reduce prices in order to be available in
hands of all classes of the Yemeni socie-
ty.”

For his side, Mohammed Al-Ansi,
Manager of the Group, stated that the

inauguration of such agencies is con-
sidered a completion of the group
series and to find out the missing
point in the group. Besides the main
showroom in Sana’a, We will open
branches in Hodaidah, Taiz, Aden
and other governorates, Al-Ansi
added.

He went on to say, “This agency is
specialized in the cards of the wed-
ding parties and all ceremonies and
they are very famous in the Arab
world and outside. He also pointed out
that the inauguration is for the main new
halls in the capital city of Sana’a.

“In the future they will inaugurate
some branches in Al-Hodaidah, Taiz, and
Aden with a very good quality and rea-
sonable prices” he added. Al-Ansi also
said that the Group had taken agencies
that deserve honor and recognition. These
agencies are Al-Rahawnaji Agencies.

However, Emad Al-Rahawnaji, the
company director, explained how the
cards are produced saying: ‘There is a
creative team work consisted of 60 artists

and designers .They work in well-
equipped workshops. The drawing is
made manually but the design is by com-
puters. Therefore, our products have
become famous and widely spread in
most of the middleeast, North Africa and
some of the European countries.” He
declared that there will be a Kia car prize,
for the best 25 customers. The draw
process will be by the end of the year. Al-
Rahawnaji went on to say that the techni-
cal activity of the company is a result of
accumulative work of 35 years of experi-
ence. He further added that the cards will
be in hands and with reasonable prices.
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COMPANY (“SEPOC”)

SEPOC is the Republic of Yemen’s leading national oil and gas Company. It is the
upstream Operator of Yemen’s premier Marib Block (18) and largest and second
largest producer of gas and oil in the country respectively.

After an impressive year of achievements, SEPOC is embarking on an aggressive
growth plan.

As part of its expansion project, SEPOC is currently seeking to expand its
workforce by hiring the following talented, qualified and dedicated professionals
who desire a fulfilling and rewarding career with a growing and outstanding
organization :

1. Job Title & Description: Plant Operators

Education & Qualifications Required:
* A bachelor’s Chemical engineering from a recognized and a reputed
university.
* Fresh graduate
e Must possess proficiency in English, both spoken and written.
e Must have good computer skills
e Must possess a strong work ethic with a “can do” attitude.
e Must be committed to work in the desert.

Job Details of the above and other positions are posted on ‘Careers’ at SAFER’S
Website: www.sepocye.com .

To apply and process your application and CVs online for the above positions,
please visit SAFER’S Website. Thank you.

COMPANY (“SEPOC”)

SEPOC is the Republic of Yemen’s leading national oil and gas Company. It is the
upstream Operator of Yemen’s premier Marib Block (18) and largest and second
largest producer of gas and oil in the country respectively.

After an impressive year of achievements, SEPOC is embarking on an aggressive
growth plan.

As part of its expansion project, SEPOC is currently seeking to expand its
workforce by hiring the following talented, qualified and dedicated professionals
who desire a fulfilling and rewarding career with a growing and outstanding
organization :

1. Job Title & Description: Environmental Technicians (Trainees).

- Candidates to be subject to basic environmental training then they will be
trained to be able to collect samples to be sent for physical/chemical analysis.

Education & Qualifications Required:
- Technical Diploma after high school. Preference will be given to candidates
with experience in environment field.

- Excellent spoken/ written English.

Job Details of the above and other positions are posted on ‘Careers’ at SAFER’S
Website: www.sepocye.com .

To apply and process your application and CVs online for the above positions,
please visit SAFER’S Website.
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Tradition and innovation collide at Wimbledon

By Clare Lovell

LONDON  (Reuters) —  Amelie
Mauresmo stepped over the paint pots and
surveyed the Centre Court, scene of her
Wimbledon triumph last year but, without
its roof, looking like a completely differ-
ent arena.

“Could be windy,” she said, as a stiff
breeze whistled round the exposed seating
and the cover protecting the famous green
lawn billowed and sank.

Since Mauresmo and Roger Federer
lifted two of the world’s most coveted ten-
nis trophies, 300 builders, four tower
cranes and countless diggers, lorries and
power tools have turned the All England
Club into a huge, muddy building site —
then back into an international sporting
venue.

It is part of a three-year project to mod-
ernise facilities, add a retractable roof to
the Centre Court playing area so action
will not stop for rain, build a new sunken
Court Two and revamp others.

Part of Centre Court was reduced to its
foundations but builders knew they had a

“It will be the only time since 1922
there hasn’t been a roof at all,”
Wimbledon chief executive Ian Ritchie
told Reuters last week.

“It’ll be very different both to play and
to visit as a spectator,” he said.

Ritchie believes one of the attractions
of Centre Court was the enclosed, almost
cloistered feel with the roof covering
most seating areas. This year, he suggest-
ed, the atmosphere might be more infor-
mal. Next year the spectators will be cov-
ered again and in 2009 the moving roof

for the institution that is
the championships.

commercial activities and an average sur-
plus over the last few years of some 30
million pounds ($59.55 million).

“We are a private members club that
has a bit of a do in the summer,” Ritchie
joked. “But everyone is entirely focused
on what is best for the champi-
onships...We’ve been going since 1877
and we have a long term view.”

One innovation that will add spice is
the introduction of Hawkeye, the line-call
tracker, to be used for the first time,
though only on Centre Court.

“If the technology is there you should
use it,” Ritchie said. “I’d hate somebody
to win a match or lose a match on a bad
call.”

So the tradition of arguing with line
judges in the “You cannot be serious!”
manner of John McEnroe looks like a
thing of the past.

8 Iconic venue

“Our view is that if you
are a bit of an iconic
#4 sporting venue, if you
3 keep the facilities the
same you go backwards.

“The balance for us
always is between tradi-
= tion and innovation,” he
said.

“There are some things
that are sacrosanct: We’ll
always play on grass; we believe it’s right
for people to wear mostly white; we
believe there shouldn’t be too much
advertising around the place.

“That does not mean keeping a load of
1922 facilities. In some ways we are in
quite a competitive market, particularly in
the UK. There’s a new Wembley, a new
Ascot, a new Emirates Stadium at
Arsenal, a rebuilt Twickenham...

“We take very seriously wanting to be
at the top of the pile.”

Better condition

Much will remain the same, however. The
flower arrangements and window boxes
are just coming into bloom. The strawber-
ries are on order and the tea marquees are

before the first players crush the grass.

“The head groundsman is really
pleased because he thinks Centre Court is
in better condition than before,” Ritchie
said. “It’s had more wind and more sun,
more air.”

Mauresmo said she was pleased the
court was playing true and hurried off to
the practice grounds after a brief chat

about the weather.

Weather is a constant preoccupation at
Wimbledon and this year the Centre
Court spectators will be more aware of it
than ever. With the retractable roof in two
years’ time they will not have to worry.

“Of course, the racing certainty in 2009
will be that we will have 13 days of unal-
loyed sunshine,” Ritchie mused.
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Wimbledon’s aim is to create a time-
less, relaxed atmosphere “like a walk in
an English country garden.”

But it is also a business with year-round

up. The paint pots will be put away and
painters replaced by smart-uniformed
door staff.

The courts are also looking flawless

over the court will be installed.

This is Ritchie’s second Wimbledon in
charge and he bubbles with enthusiasm
for the building project, for the tennis and

deadline to get the stadium up and run-
ning, above all protecting the pristine
playing surface, for the championships
which start on June 25.

Iran St., br hing From Haddah St. In Front of Al-Jandool Supermarket.
Tel: 425945 Mobil:733208065 - 77208065
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Sana'a Beverages & Industrial Company
Limited i(Coca Cola Franchisee in Yemen ) is
pleased to announce the Expansion of its
Brand Pack portfolio through creating new

production facility.
Canned Beverages , Juices and Water

by putting up a new Mega Plant in Lahj
Aden Beverages & Industrial Company Lid.

Civil Construction Contract has been signed with

M/s Techno House Construction & contracting

Company on 7th June 2007 by SEI Managing
Director Mr. Besher Abdulhak.
The Plant layout has been designed by

Techno Cool who are the official Architect for Plant.
Aden Beverages & Industrial Company Ltd
is a 100% Yemeni company
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By: Richard Moir
mailbox@worldpresspoint.com

f you find yourself curious

about some country to the

extent that you would like to be

able to read today's news from

it, there is a helping hand, or at
least a helping mouse.

Not another one of these internet
sites to negotiate, at you Mutter. But
no “ it doesn't send you off into a web
maze. If you home in on Turkey for
example, you can quite rightly expect
to see a list of Turkish newspapers, and
you read whichever ones you want. (If
you happen to know Turkish you have
a wider choice.)

The internet these days is an

The Youth Forum section is an uncensored space for youth-related issues written by Yemen Times readers.

News by word of mouse

inescapable fact, but it is more
inescapable in some places than in
others. You might be surprised to
know that there are more internet cafes
down a side street in Calcutta or
Darjeeling than there are in downtown
Calgary. This may have something to
do with the fact that most people from
five years up in North America have
computers in their homes, while in
India they still don't.

It seems that the more remote the
place, the better are your chances of
checking your email while on holiday
(if you absolutely must check your
email on holiday), so don t worry about
going to central Morocco, the South
Pacific, or northern Mongolia if that is
the case.

In Athens you stand a good chance
of walking down the street and Picking
up a copy of the Athens News if you
want to read local news in English, and
the same in Prague for the Prague Post.
Otherwise pop into an internet place
and read these newspapers to your
hearts content, along with those in
Greek and Czech if you are something
of a polyglot.

If instead of the country you select
the language, your screen will show a
list of countries which have
newspapers in that language. This
means you can read Turkish language
newspapers from Bulgaria, Cyprus,
Romania and Turkey. You can also
read Dutch language newspapers from
Belgium, the Netherlands, Aruba,

Cura_8ao and Suriname, and so on.
Some of these lists, like French and
Arabic, are long. We find that there are
over 20 countries in Africa alone that
publish online French language
newspapers.

Most of us are content just to read
our news in English. All of the 220
countries covered by
worldpresspoint.com link to the front
pages of English language newspapers
or, failing an actual newspaper, a press
site. No site is perfect. Keeping
entries up-to-date is a continuous job.
Instead of presenting thousands of
newspapers, this website selects just
over 700, five of them for Yemen. In
any case, how many newspapers can a
person read?

THROUGH THE MIND'S EYE  *

By: Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy

Life after death as a Gospel Truth

By: Aras AL-Falag

English Department-4th level,

Faculty of Education-Seiyun
Hadramout University of Science and
Technology

or more than 21 centuries
mankind has grappled with
the most fundamental ques-
tion the earthly life arises
"Where I am going".
Thoughtful people have already
quenched their thirst regarding this
question; others still do not want to do
so. Although its answer is black and
white, they could not recognize it.

Great minds throughout history
have agreed that there is another heav-
enly life mankind goes to after death.
Although there are many tangible
proofs confirm life after death, some
still deny it. Life after death is a gospel
truth in Islam though it is beyond
human perception.

Greed and inborn inclination for
immortality in human being are just
two of those tangible proofs .Let us
begin from the embryological phases
when the fetus is created in the moth-
er's womb by the almighty ALLAH —

the omnipotent, the omnipresent, the
omniscient. In those periods, the fetus
gets food through the umbilical cord.
After certain phases, hands and legs are
created. Fetus does not need them in
the embryological life because the
mother's womb is too small for the
fetus to use them.

Why then are they created? They are
created because the fetus goes to
another life and they are used funda-
mentally. Thus, hands and legs are tan-
gible evidences that prove another life
after the embryological life .The
embryological life is a structural life
for the fetus to qualify it to the next
life.

The child is born in the most perfect
and beautiful shape. Hands and legs are
previously created because the child
basically depends on them for food
instead of the umbilical cord in the
embryological life.

Comparing the two lives - the
embryological and the worldly life -
the former is nine months and the latter
is almost less than nine decades
.Consequently, the worldly life is very
much wider, longer, and more beauti-
ful, but it is not the terminal life.

Similarly, greed in human being has
been created by the almighty ALLAH
the omniscient to be used in particular
time. If a person was given a hemi-
sphere s/he would not be satisfied.

The whole universe is not enough to
satisfy one person's greed. This is a
clear sign that human being has inborn
greed. Every body is greedy to carry
out as much hope as s/he could in this
life. However, s/he will not fully satis-
fy his/her greed BUT only and only
his/her destiny. In other words, man's
greed is insatiable.

As hands and legs have been created
to be used in a next life so does greed.
It is created to be used in another eter-
nal life because this life is too short to
fulfill greed. If greed is satisfied
wrongly in this life, the everlasting day
will be destroyed and greed will not be
satisfied .Likewise, inborn inclination
for immortality in human being is cre-
ated by the almighty ALLAH the
omnipotent not to be used in this life
.Were people given the chance to live
for ever, would no body prefer to die or
even to get older. That is why some old
people use make up and do cosmetic
surgery to look younger .

This is an indication for inborn incli-
nation for immortality. This life is very
short for people to be immortal .It is
utterly like the mother's womb com-
pared to the next life .Hence , it is a
structural phase for human being.
Therefore man has to work hard and do
good deeds because he shortly goes to
an eternal life .

As a conclusion, greed and inborn
inclination for immortality in human
being are two tangible proofs which
confirm the life after death. Hands and
legs of the fetus in the embryological
life are very good indications that there
is another life the fetus goes to, so does
greed and inborn inclination for
immortality. They are created by the
Almighty ALLAH to be used in the
eternal life. In that life, pious people
fully satisfy their greed and live eter-
nally in the garden of paradise.
Comparing the lives, each one is wider,
longer and more beautiful than the pre-
vious ones. Above all, the eternal life
is incomparable to any life and beyond
human imagination. People who
wrongly try to satisfy their greed in the
worldly life will not be able to satisfy
their greed latter.

majed_thabet@hotmail.com i |
: ///

Islam in the political game

pproximately since 11th

September 2002, a war

has been launched against

Islam. Its enemies exploit

the behaviors of some
Muslims, as it is claimed, to attribute ter-
rorism, injustice, and cruelty to its
norms. The word “terrorism”, in particu-
lar, is a “new fashion” against any
Islamic group or organization not for
being practicing terrorist attacks but
mainly for being Islamic.

Let us consider it a conflict, or even a
war. A logic question every one may ask:
“what are the other parts of that war”?
As a part, Islam is never accused for
being standing against any other reli-
gion(s). The war seems not religious at
all. In fact, the other parts, currently like
U.S.A, Israel, or others, play no more
than a political game.

Firstly, everyone should believe that
Islam as a religion never recommends
any such terrorist acts, nor it stands
against any other religion. The so-called
terrorist attacks done by some, “only
some”, under the umbrella of religion
goes against the Islamic values and prin-
ciples. That is, of course, a way from the
right of self-defense.

Secondly, what the so-called peace-
keepers claim against Islam or any
Islamic groups serves no other reli-
gion(s) or partial organizations. It only
enhances their interests which are politi-
cal rather than anything else. Through
that they did really establish their domi-
nance over Arab and Islamic countries,
and, I think, over the world, as the spon-
sors of terrorism-fighting, democracy,
and human rights in the world.

Thirdly, it is really a matter of ques-

tioning why all the charges of U.S.A., for
example, do always serve its interests
and widen its dominance? Terrorist acts
do take place. Sometimes they do no
harms or any losses. Of course, those
who do and sponsor them should gain
the benefits of any kind. The situation
proves the opposite, if we consider it so.
That is to say, such acts are attributed to
Islamic groups, without forgetting an
announcement of being the masterminds
of such acts. Such groups should be
fought and punished at least with an
imprisonment-sentence in Guantanamo.
Many other demands should be soon
responded by the government of the
country otherwise it would be grouped
among the terrorism- sponsoring coun-
tries. Through such acts, US.A.
achieves its aims. The charges, accord-
ingly, as well as punishment should be to
such “Islamic groups” in order to save
the world stable and secured as it is
now!!

Lastly, one may, but should, ask
“What is the role of such governments in
this political game? And does it have any
relation with the current situations of
these countries? Since it the question is
related with “governments” and “their
current situations”, it is better to be
answered by “governments”, or even by
“the current situations” themselves. It
may seem silly to ask such a question. A
clever answer is expected, however, if it
is seriously answered through the mind's
eye.

Majed Thabet Al-kholidy is a writer from
Taiz, currently doing his M .A. at English
Dep, Taiz Uni. He is an ex-editor of
English Journal of the University.

By: Ammar M. Al-qadhy
amqgadhy@yahoo.com

hoosing a career and

landing a job s

considered as an

important event in one's

life.While we all need to
choose a job, and have been training'
for it since we leave school, not
everyone lands a job, which he would
love to do.

There are many people who feel
trapped in careers that they do not
enjoy. It is especially frustrating when
a person finds himself working in an
area, which is at total variance to what
he has been trained for. This makes
him feel that he has somehow wasted
all those years of learning! What is
more, he may find himself ill-equipped
to deal with his job and compete with
others in his workplace, as he has

By: Mohammed Saleh Ali Almoqri
A student at Sana'a University
Faculty of education

Department of English

Level two / parallel system
Mas2005male @yahoo.com

Just in thy eyes
I can hear whatever
Thou may hear ne'er
The weeping of tears
The walking of beers
The singing of dears
The jumping of deers
Just when I gloat in thy eyes
Only in thy eyes
O, where am I
On the heavens
Like the bird fly
As child cry
On clouds I lay
Having the desire to try
Just when I glower in thy eyes
But, in thy eyes
There are tools
Of being lost
There are walls
Of red balls
There are wars
And close doors
Just when I squint in thy eyes
Just in thy eyes

How to land a job?

actually been trained for something
quite different.

But does this mean to stay
complaining his job, chances or fate?
In fact a person should be in love with
his job, otherwise he may lose it.

We can find many people who are
persuaded by their jobs and locations
though they differ from their study
fields and vice versa.

Some people are in their wrong jobs,
and doing the work for such life
circumstances or because they can't get
anything suited for them. This maybe
due to a lack of the specific skills
needed, a lack of initiative, or no job
hunting skills.

Other may work at the wrong job
because of pressure to stay in 'the
family business' or they think a certain
careers are expected for whatever
reason. For more help, with a little
effort you can turn your job into an

enjoyable one. To make your job more
enjoyable, here are some steps to do
S0;

e Consider the future of your job
after five years and the true leading
steps to be there.

Achieving your objects requires a
lot to do. The steps you take will not
only build your self-confidence, but
also strengthen your chances of
earning raises and promotions.

e Create your own job description.

People rarely find positions tailor-
made for them; the good professionals
have molded their duties to suit their
talents and interests.

e Take periodic breaks, even when
you are busy.

You may think you are saving your
time by skipping lunch, but stopping to
recharge will help you feel refreshed
and better able to focus on the task at
hand.

Just in thy eyes

There is another world
An ancient I called
There I can see castles
And plenty of battles
Between thy and me
That's what to be
Just when I gaze in thy eyes
Just in thy eyes
I can see everything
But understand nothing
Just when I see in thy eyes
Just in thy eyes
I can see everything
But understand nothing
Just when I see in thy eyes
Just in thy eyes
I can see whatever
Thou may saw ne'er
Seas and oceans
Streams of emotions
Marvelous celebrations
That is what I see
Just when I gaze in thy eyes
Only in thy eyes
I can do whatever
Thou may did ne'er
Sing and talk
Run and walk
Allow and balk
It is what I do
Just when I peep in thy eyes
Just in thy eyes
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I can live forever
And may die ne'er
Then promise thou ever
To loyal to thou, lover
And forget thou ne'er
This is what to be
Just when [ stare in thou eyes
Only through thy eyes

¢ Don't let the negative feelings deter
you.

Work doesn't have to be your
number one position, but it should be
meaningful.

* You can and should find the
enjoyment in your work.

Doing so is more valuable in your
life in many ways, greatly in creating
your probability of financial success.
But you don't have to love, or even like
your overall job to enjoy everyday
aspects of life. It's critical to
distinguish between the job and the
way you do it. This is important
because every job has aspects that will
be very unpleasant for you.

You need to be able to get through
them with a smile on your face.

Finally, if you can't be in a job you
love, love the job you are in (or the
way you do it). This will make every
job enjoyable and rewarding.

I can go wherever
Thou may went ne'er
To the space
Of thy peace
To the grace
Of thy face
Just if I outstare in thou eyes

Médecins

du Monde - Yemen

Responsibilities:

VACANCY: administrator

1. Legal framework (compliance of MdM procedures with the formalities

required by the government)

n

slips, bank operations)

Communication
Secretarial work

o0 s®

Qualifications:
1. Training

Accounting — finance (Cash management, budgetary monitoring, pay

Administrative management of the buildings and equipment
Administrative management of the personnel

University level in accounting, economics or management.

2. Professional experience

At least 2 years of professional experience, of which at least one year
should have been in accounting or in a similar post.

3. Languages
Fluent in English, French is an asset.

4. Skills and qualities required
Organisational skills
+  Rigour

+  Ability to lead multiple tasks from the front

» Ability to assign the priorities
» Relational skills
+  Teamwork

Applications (CV & letter of interest) should be sent by e-mail at:
recruitment_mdm_yemen@yahoo.fr, under the reference “Administrator

application”.

No applications received after June 25th will be considered.

WANTED

Secretary for a Commercial Counsellor

Requirements:

- University / Lycee Degree

- Good knowledge of written and spoken English and

Arabic

- Good ability to use PC office programs

- Yemeni citizenship or residence permit in Yemen

- Less than 30 years old
- Work experience

Candidates in Sana’a may personally apply with a CV
(attached a photo) to the Commercial Counsellor’s address
(Hadda St. Hadda City CAC Bank Building No: 12 Sana’a) or
candidates from outside Sana’a may apply by sending their

CV through fax (1 430 403) up

to June 27, 2007.
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Be Smart, Get a head start study Martial Arts.
16th June-28th Aug SAT-MON-WED 930 AMto 11.00 A.M
Self-defense American Street Fighting. Protect yourself. It’s fighting
at it’s Best it doesn’t get any better than this.

Come One,,, Come One All,, get in shape,, get Physical and Practice

Native English speaker Evening Classes 5.00 PM 6.30 PM
Ll Sl Hlea saa g 5L o g 58I Fsma g oL
A /EETVVAS VWYVYANA LG a1 e JLasyl o slosdiosl

DRAGON

<

== ublly nﬂnﬂﬁljl

s LG el (e
Aol Ol Siel Ay > -
‘aKﬁ"q)l;‘ntﬁlﬁtwjulalé&ﬁm‘dﬁ)

( J)LE._nA}g )aw‘ 3\,3\_.:» =

@Lﬁbﬁt}&!‘ O}'aﬁaﬂ&)u& slaio 1 ol giall
YVYVFA81EY: O TVYAVE : (WuSIall jad

9_1? Solae pulle
BESTRVIEY R
Sk BE e

Jo | ol

VY EEAVANT
SSadl) sl e
sldw dd (ladd
gl e -
o> gt ol

(las

VANTIVANY & Lol

Slogdda

/TN asm S Hlea add e
JLaiy ! sims o e g2
VAAWVO YT ;e

&

- sl b

o tside JolS agym e GSe
U"’UJS“’ JAlj 298 — ‘QLAA.”
fabay Gaolong 8 nS 82 )]
e el Ghes + Al
+ S‘lg.u.m - JA-A-HJI o c;l‘)LJ.w
$1.. Ql%f’!'

DHL :441099/8/7/6
ge1ve/ons sleo oSahl ARAMEX

VIVEAT : O 3=3 VEVIYED  Que
YIRTEY 1O Bugasd] Ve o M)

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel : 01-531221/531231

£VR:0:O
V-E££00+EEVIFOIS

S/YERTIV-TTO

85l Adctus
VYVEYATAV 20 (6 p5a02d] Ghdtaall

BAEEAL VAR Sle¥l Bus Gt
R AT 23T ST Codsdl Gl bl
EAMNVT 1S

E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com

Y] B
SV EYORVA/V/ YO Sl Guis
V- YYVOL O O9ilyads 36
OETees 1S Y- 0T andgn Buid
Ao L gl G

NS EEAVY O ) GuSShy Busd
b ] docizly B
V- TYY00 - TYAYO/A O

b
I

LEATV:GSK EEOEAY /Y/E-£EA-YR i b agme

Y980 10 PRINAIPES IRV
FIIWYY 10 geeSdly Glall illay ol agsall
01£V00 : S

OPYEYT : (uSB OFVEYE/0 1O usSlS dgme
YI0OYY 1S OV +TVY - YEAYY 1 S

YVFAYE LS YVIVAR/PVYAVY: O el dabog)l
YUYIYANY O elzio
Oualdl Bole]s Gualil) deadlul) dyia) Syl

FANAY 1O elzio

el ol

YEEYAL 1O Ous
YOAMY :Cs 55
YVYASVYVYATY/EY 1O slrio gl ool 85,8
YEVIVWY O Ol
YO+YE0 1 35

EVE--V/EVE-EVY O
YVRYLSE YV ARY O
EEAYOA/R : &

) duyds
sl elaio ol
adgall 45yl duyse

Y08 O diadl sz lo)l dwyas
53] - TeY) )
WaVos O O yad) gt

LENOM/Te 0 dobdls Sl allell

b
H

(Pl se same pusly)  Sladdl 85Laey palas
YW LSE o 0-oVAL — YTYVo @ edls

T

e JLasy) dolasd) oda 3 Saapl
YIATTIY VY)Y dl g

A8 dbyidl eyl AW b aSUl < slsb
VY ol ciglsbs 14Y slabyl
AAE (edl) Sl WA Oledlza]
Sy2g)l YOV VIV alilll 2] ¥ - YOEE/V daomylinl] (522l
VOVYY-Y (05aL) Clolsall 3yl35 FO-VIV /Y
VYT 9g0all YA TN del3yl
FIIN/Y gaall Jels Jal) Sloll dusa
FOEYY o) FYOVY/V/V/Y CMlolgall B)l3s
VOYFYYV cyols F-YATV/Y el Coaall

1l

-
AWV=A-YTAYY i YUAYEGSE  galadly el el
YYVAYE /LS Y —YYVAYA /for e ¢ 3
YWPRY S YWITE S gsleadl el
YIEWOYTEV-Y i Jaliad) goyoed] o) Bpan
YIEV-Y,0- Y0+ 1Sl

Do VYo Sl el el
V- YVI0AO/Y s el i)
AWM S eyl bl ey
- YVERE O (g55,all el

o)l pals =

YE-0A :0uSE FoATIA-0-TFVY i (Budget ) ausl3
YVeA-€ 1S
AEIN S

YVAVOY i L8 Lys
oo Ohled! ol 5e
0£08A0 1O (gl § 58

SY-YEOTYO: & Oas

FoeaSl eudsiy Coyds 5515

(439,50] Byl canlin 25,591 e 5:553) yisanaSIl pulsd) elis]
N 9l dolgd
D-EAY0 1S elmio
G- EVEN: LSB
Ye-YFVIA 1S Ode
CEVOFPEY IO 3
0-FVERY 1 NS

T 444553
PosaSIl gl NIIT

X

Federal Express
slzio

Infinit Education

EEO0VA/V-LEY VY : O

EEVV/IV D
YEIAY 1O senet)]
1A O ol
Yeyiey o

YOO oged

EVENN D Ostew

Haddah st. infront of Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
PO Box: 5465

AI-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

oo eIl S5 bl = sam g L — slaia
0-0Y4. — YNIYVo 5808

ARVASE VS

00 Lo

Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye

8 51 Laads Jlao G Joall
VVVo14aVY : fual il

230E (usen ;0 85l spull 0
lan Saaa At — A0 Liyge —
SYT e Sl el —
) Y90
VVWYTAEAY  Lal gl

Sl lae
olibe 51 5 3id 5l e

VVVE L AVAY sl sill

Bl was + Lpadl daslll
b el (8ol = LolasYl
) ) Jlas ]
VYYoVVool :Jgaljjﬂ

pole (A gl — Julae
Jow 3 83
B St g el
Sbeeddl 0580 das 59 poas Jloo
By Lol Gl 8 ol you +
e 5ol — sluall Jl
é@éﬁé'ﬂ'eﬁmda@ﬂ'
b el (i - csulall
ol Jlas

VWAMALY -+ Leal il

el =l s sanes

>

i g g sl

B iy b

‘/ﬁ"ﬁ?g\‘o—\-ﬂjéo

AT o '?_\}268661 3 e
e o
o7 A
%

) Joliall el
Bpa 4 (o (o
Sl Al
Jlw 8 8pa + g
cwlas ) bl

(clase
Jeall - 2

o

Jw
VYWY 0. 0A: Jualsill
= el s ke o
Dulas GuspdlS
plosio b e
a8 A — jignall
obluall e s
e sl s tall
I

danny -

B ) G L

4

vipalnoo

ECYPTHIR

HDgﬁﬁghtto New Yor
\ v ’;,“’. - : Y

28501 516 ypupts M Lo U

o N\
'ﬁ 273452 - 275061 /

Ql‘)\gd—ﬁg.u.as.lm |
— @JUJS.“M uA

& oaled Bue

gy liadl Sl
Pt — et bl B
VAN TR K VIFA L YASO: L

JGs¥ g ol leal!

Lonlas¥ls du ]

olpd — e Y|

BA.Q*A:J,,A.,JMQJ.LJKJUGLLLeWw»U»&,JM:&JJ
s JU osebe ¥l au g liad! 4’.’-‘“-!‘;1’#““)

o (08 et L ¢ Sy o> o A Garply dag ) £6 Y-
ot s e T ¥ il a g imd) Jorendy s s sans
LR EW Y s i ¢ > ki) e 00 I o

pr G L Olps i Gl e Glies okl iz s £
B0l 0 g e Ol £ s alab dlo
JUs ke s 0+ el s o o ¥V B2 Y o le il
Lol . oo Omdigedl (> ¢ bk 2 gyds 50 0
Bl Olodais Bl pear g ls e v ad Vo

é)u‘dlg}’hﬂjb 412’--/‘) bhoro ¢ A.l.,k........p
JU oo iy el Vo0 alll an

JU, e VO ’Crtnl B and

sie Ll Gk

@l Lozl Jows § (o Vls L] 008 s

s oleiw e
Jleel o o¥laall  Gabils
Gis ) o ) 6 S
Laalats Jlaely Jlaci
VAYA .Y 0.4 ol il
ol = plas Hlac e
frals) - ashall LK — oliaS
SJIJ}&&A—&JJ—‘SJ}J_(GM
(S alloiaall) Liad! Ll
el ugall b
—VV~£/\~\V~ J.‘Ab:l’
\/WAAo .
CAJA - bJ:\.c Jdano L;J.\.«A o
somasll agle 8 e dasla
M (e ST 8 A — daell
- Gl oo 4 ols
N[FOREFTM ( JPE

e g

150 40,0

b

‘

L

o YOR doy dadio b f YUY S0l b e ) ey gl M

[P ) el i

01/268276,S Ll dolowall SUNSYI Jlusls 01/ 268661 Sl (3,01 e JLasyl oz doxall 0d G5 MW

I

ol,lsS %_,j_l_la,q °
(L)

QoI s (B aa Go i
il e Jealsl
VAYOY.TAY
putige = oS (Blges 1 isllace
(S8150) Bk Jgbose — aliss
3ok 8l e -

YIAVAY Jal il

VWYVA. Y. —

Oudige

8 S Ses e sai b, &y 0
iy LSS Ll Gl s
aalyall Jlae 35 55 Ll
¢ Ssnesl &.t?j‘:!l « 4,
v Y| rheals sl

A JEVAETY: LS s Jal sl
A= EVAAIYS ol
EVAANY

addsg ys ygunls
dara ‘LJJfJ — Sl JulA o
lia & it Sael 8 A —
g_'q Jaadl g‘“ oty — Jlall
(Lasa T L]
VANAYYY S :Jalsall
ua.‘.ca.\.e U — QLAA.Lw.
R NIRTE TR
L ;ug.:l Ly~ (\V—q)
VYYAeIYYo (! sill
sl 8 Jeall 3 25 slae
— baal feas s Jlae
g_'q W Luya odlagall
i u_q ool
8 olled Bae — Lyl

Sde  —



YEME

favorite sleeping position and personality.
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

What does
your sleeping
position
actually say
about you?

Scientists say that the sleeping posture of a person says some-
thing about the kind of person they are. A snippet from Flat
Seats on the Foetus position:
How you sleep could reveal a lot about you, according to a sci-
entist who says he has discovered a direct link between

MES

Damascus Street ( Hadda ) Sana‘a, Republic of Yemen
Tel. : 00967 - 1 - 418545/6/7/8

S

The Robot

Raise
The Roof

L

The Sullen,
Arrhythmic
Weight-shift

The Hippie
Sway

Shakin
That Ass

The Pogo

Sleeping says
so much

Foetus

Those who curl up in the foetus
position are described as tough
on the outside but sensitive at
heart. They may be shy when
they first meet somebody, but
soon relax. This is the most com-
mon sleeping position, adopted
by 41% of the 1,000 people who
took part in the survey. More
than twice as many women as
men tend to adopt this position.

Log

Lying on your side with both
arms down by your side. These
sleepers are easy going, social
people who like being part of the
in-crowd, and who are trusting
of strangers. However, they may
be gullible.

Yearner

People who sleep on their side
with both arms out in front are
said to have an open nature, but
can be suspicious, cynical. They
are slow to make up their minds,
but once they have taken a deci-
sion, they are unlikely ever to
change it.

Soldier

Lying on your back with both
arms pinned to your sides.
People who sleep in this position
are generally quiet and reserved.
They don't like a fuss, but set
themselves and others high stan-
dards.

Freefall

Lying on your front with your
hands around the pillow, and
your head turned to one side.
Often gregarious and brash peo-
ple, but can be nervy and thin-
skinned underneath, and don't
like criticism, or extreme situa-
tions.

Starfish

Lying on your back with both
arms up around the pillow. These
sleepers make good friends
because they are always ready to
listen to others, and offer help
when needed. They generally
don't like to be the centre of
attention.

ix positions correspond

with traits of a person's

character, says  Chris

Idzikowski, director of the

Sleep Assessment and
Advisory Service and a visiting profes-
sor at the University of Surrey in
southern England.

The most popular position is the
"fetal" position, with 41 percent of
people, and 51 percent of women, say-
ing that they usually slept curled up on
their side, holding onto the pillow.

This position, Idzikowski claims,
means they may appear tough but "are
actually sensitive souls right to their
core" and are usually shy.

Those who adopt the "starfish" -- on
their back with arms and legs out-
stretched -- tend to be good listeners
who make friends easily but do not
like to be the center of attention and
prefer to let other people take the lime-
light.

Of the six positions, the "freefaller"
is the more rarefied of sleeping shapes,
with just 6.5 percent of people prefer-
ring to sleep on their front with hands
at the side of their head. They tend to
have "a brash and gregarious exterior,"
although this confident front hides a
nervous personality who responds
badly to personal criticism.

"Soldiers," who sleep flat on their
backs with arms at their sides, tend to
be quiet and reserved, setting high
standards for themselves; "logs," who
sleep on their side with legs out-
stretched and arms at sides, are relaxed
and social, and a "yearner," a similar

position to a "log" but with raised
arms, is suspicious and cynical.

"We are all aware of our body lan-
guage when we are awake but this is
the first time we have been able to see
what our subconscious posture says
about us," says Idzikowski, who car-
ried out the research for the hotel
group Travel Inn.

"What is interesting is that the pro-
file behind the posture is often very
different from what we would expect.
For example, 'freefallers' are actually
hiding a more reserved side to their
personality despite occupying a large
amount of the bed."

Despite certain personality difficul-
ties associated with the "freefall" posi-
tion, they can comfort themselves with
the fact the position is good for diges-
tion. "Starfish" and "soldiers" are more
likely to have a bad night's sleep and to
snore.

The research also revealed that
changing your sleeping position was
just as unlikely as couples changing
the side of the bed on which they usu-
ally sleep. Just 5 percent fell asleep in
a different position every night while
the vast majority stuck to their favorite
one.

Idzikowski, a "freefaller" who is
attempting to sleep in a yogic position
that involves crossing your legs around
your neck, said there was no perfect
position in which to sleep.

"That's a question like, 'How much
sleep should I have?' I never answer
it," he said.

The Daily Telegraph

People who sleep on their
stomachs have lower night
time blood pressure

eople who sleep on their

stomachs have lower night

time blood pressure than

people who sleep in other

positions, according to
research from Japan.

Yasuharu  Tabara of Ehime
University School of Medicine in
Ehime, Japan, noted that high blood
pressure during the night can increase
the risk of a night time heart attack,
reports Patient Health International.

In the research, more than 270
healthy men ages 19 to 64 who were
not taking blood pressure medication
wore automatic blood pressure cuffs.
They were first asked to lie down face
up and later were told to turn over on
their stomachs.

In almost all the men, their overall
blood pressure dropped significantly

when they were face down. And 25 of
the men experienced an even more dra-
matic decrease of more than 15 points
when they just turned over onto their
stomachs.

In addition, systolic blood pressure,
which is the force blood exerts on the
artery walls when the heart beats, fell
by as much as 15 mmHg in response to
moving into the prone position, com-
pared with the supine position, reports
Patient Health International.

"These findings indicate that sleep-
ing position could influence blood
pressure," the researchers said.
"Marked change in blood pressure dur-
ing sleep by turning the position may
need to be further studied as a possible
cause of the cardiovascular events dur-
ing the sleep."

Source: flat seats
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