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By: Moneer Al-Omari

SANA’A, July 4 — Abdulakrim Al-
Khaiwani is a well known Yemeni jour-
nalists who had been in the news for
quite a while between 2005 and 2006
because of becoming a prisoner of con-
science for over 7 months. He was
released with a presidential pardon, but
now he is locked up behind bars again.

“You did not deserve the presidential

pardon bestowed on you, your place is in
prison” said one of the five officers wear-
ing civilian cloths who dragged him
from his home after beating him in front
of his family over two weeks ago. 

Yesterday, Wednesday 4 July, the
Penal Court presided by Judge Najeeb
Al-Qadri held its first session in the trail
of what is called “Sana’a Second
Terrorist Cell”. The cell which includes
two women, contains 15 members. Of
which, Al-Khaiwani is allegedly one. 

Head of the specialized Penal
Prosecution Sa’eed Al-Aqel pointed out
the suspects used to distribute letters
aiming to terrorize people and society,
together with raising funds for buying
medicines for Houthi followers and

attempting to shift war to the capital
Sana’a.

The prosecution also accused Al-
Khaiwani of providing media support as
well as promotion of Houthi their con-
cepts together with publishing Sa’ada
war news. Although the head of the pros-
ecution denounced the way security men
arrested Al-Khaiwani. 

During the session, Al-Khaiwani hint-
ed the court is unable to quit him or even
to convict him. He also refused to answer
the questions directed by Judge until he
consults with his lawyer and gets a copy
of the case file. He also asked for includ-
ing all the violations committed against
him in the case file as well as setting him
free until the [media] charges are proven. 

Al-Khaiwani’s lawyer Khalid Al-
Anisi remained silent throughout the ses-
sion in protest against the in way in
which the board of judges and the prose-
cution deals with lawyers and suspects
alike. 

Armed gang
As for the other 14 members of the ter-
rorist cell, they were accused of forming
an armed gang to perform terrorist acts
as well as planning to harm the country
and its security. The cell is being tried for
killing to military officers while on duty.
The cell was also accused of planning to
plant explosives in various important
state institutions.  

Continued on page 3

By: Raidan Al-Saqqaf

MARIB, July 4 —  A terrorism Attack
against a group of Spanish tourists
resulted in ten deaths and eleven
injuries last Monday afternoon. The
convoy of 13 tourists was driving on
four vehicles 50 meters away from the
Belquis shrine in, Marib, when a 1982
land cruiser fitted with explosives
charged into the group resulting in dis-
aster.

Among the killed were seven
Spanish tourists, two Yemeni drivers,
and the terrorist who attacked the con-
vey, while the other Spanish tourists,
Yemeni drivers and companying Police
force were injured in the attack, only
one of them is in a critical condition.

Security forces told YemenTimes
that they had received intelligence indi-
cating that a terrorism attack was likely
to happen in four-days time, however,
intelligence failed in narrowing down
where or how the attack might take
place. A source at the Ministry of inte-
rior stated that the authorities have
rised the alert level, and enforced pro-
tection on all foreign embassies and
establishments, as well as government
buildings and other potential targets the

terrorists might attack, however, the
Belquis historical shrine wasn’t in their
list.

President Saleh told the press that
the terrorist who undertook the attack
may not be a Yemeni citizen, indicating
that the reemergence of organized ter-
rorism in Yemen will be dealt with very
seriously, adding that this attack was
the work of Al-Qaeda, he also stated
that security forces are currently round-
ing-up suspects and results of the
investigation will be announced on due
course.

Al-shoura.net opposition website has
published a one-week old message
from the newly appointed leader of Al-
Qaeda in Yemen, Nasir Al-Waheishi
aka ‘Abu Basir’, who is a fugitive
escapee having escaped the Political
Security prison last year in Sana’a, the
message stated that Al-Qaeda will take
revenge for the hunt down and murder
of its leaders, it also listed four
demands to halt its operations, namely
the release of all its prisoners, to allow
their followers to fight in Iraq, to cut all
security cooperation with the interna-
tional community, and that all govern-
ment leaders should return to the right-
eous path.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
or Interior Dr. Rashad Al-Alimi stated
that this terrorism attack is the tax
Yemen has to pay for its cooperation on
the war against terrorism, he indicated
that, given the limited resources,
Yemen is doing all it can in combating
terrorism, and that it need the help of
the international community now more
than ever in order to curb out the
impact of terrorism on Yemen.

King Carlos of Spain has expressed
his fury and condemned the attack, and
also expressed his sympathy with the
families of the casualties. On the same
front, a Spanish delegation headed by
the Spanish Minister of Tourism, Trade
and Industry has visited Yemen to learn
about the details of the incident, the
delegation has met with Dr. Al-Alimi,
and held a joint press conference indi-
cating that this incident will not affect
bilateral relations, but it can also help
strengthen security cooperation and
experiences in this regard.

Intelligence sources has linked this
attack to another attack which took
place last September in Marib gover-
norate, that attack targeted an Oil refin-
ery, investigations following the
September attacks linked two names,

Al-Waheishi and Qasim Al-Raimi. An
audio cassette confiscated as evidence
during the trail of the September
attacks had a recording by Qasim Al-
Raimi, promising to take revenge for
the deaths of several Al-Qaeda leaders,
as well as stating some of the demands
which were also listed in the recent
message from Al-Waheishi one week

prior to last Monday’s attacks.
The same Intelligence source stated

that the mechanism of the attack is
‘imported’ and can possibly have a far
more devastating attack, indicating that
it is the same strategy of the September
attacks and it is worrying to think about
the next potential attack, especially if
more advanced explosives were used.

Al-Qaeda resurges in Yemen, authorities call for help

By: Yemen Times Staff

MARIB, July 3 — Security forces
attacked Marib Press Managing Editor
Mohammed Al-Salahi and confiscated
his camera while he was covering the
Marib bombing attack that targeted
Spanish tourists, wherein seven
tourists and two Yemeni guides were
killed and about the same number
injured. 

Though he was practicing his job as
a journalist within the frame of the
effective laws, Al-Salahi was attacked
by the chief of Marib’s Security
Department’s guards and confiscated
his camera which contained 30 photos
taken following the incident and were
meant for international news agencies.

In a statement released by Marib
Press which Yemen Times received a
copy of, the web site called the Interior
Minister Rashad Al-Alimi to       fully
investigate the incident and punish
those responsible for the attack.

It also demanded full compensation
of the material losses incurred by the
confiscation of the camera, which con-
tained highly valuable photos. It also
clearly stressed that if their demands
are not met, they will sue those respon-
sible for the incident.

Continued on page 3

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SA’ADA, July 4 — In a press conference
held on Tuesday, President Ali Abdullah
Saleh assured there is no pact with
Houthis and Qatar is just making its good
offices in accordance with the resolution
of the National Defense Council, main-
taining Yemen accepts no mediation that
interferes with its internal affairs. He
added the deadline for Houthi loyalists to
hand over their arms will end on
Thursday, July 5. 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh hinted
that parties having enmity with Saudi
Arabia and the regime in Sana’a wanted
to settle their scores in Sa’ada, continuing
that the Qatari mediation is pushed by
other parties after their project failure in
Sa’da. 

Sa’ada’s tribal sources mentioned the
situation is very tense despite the fact that
Houthis are committed to the demands of
Sa’ada ceasefire committee. Still, Houthi
elements fear the treasury of military

leaders who try to hinder the implemen-
tation of the ceasefire agreement. 

The sources added Houthis demands
guarantee that a secure  permanent peace
and further evacuation of the army from
the villages and cities in order to enable
residents to return back to their homes.
Moreover, they ask for refraining pro-
government tribes from harassing or
attacking them. 

“There are influential parties trying
their best to foil the peace agreement and
Qatari mediation in implementation of
foreign agenda,” said the sources. 

They went on to say Houthis fear such
parties would betray them after they
desert their strategic positions and hand
in their arms and thus kill or arrest them. 

Media sources revealed the committee
including the Qatari representatives visit-
ed on Tuesday many areas in Magz,
Sahar, Baqem and Qataber districts to
make sure that Houthis had evacuated
their positions in those areas. 

Continued on page 3

Saleh accuses foreign
parties of disturbing

security

Al-Khaiwani’s crime was publishing Sa’ada war news
With the recent terrorist attack

in Marib, the war against terror

tide has taken a higher pitch in

Yemen, sweeping a few innocent

people in its way.

Editor
attacked

Although the authorities were expecting a terrorism attack, police forces

accompanying the tourists failed to protect them. 

By: Saddam Al-Ashmouri 
For Yemen Times

SANA’A, July 4 — Three different sit-
ins were staged on Tuesday in Freedom
Square across the Cabinet’s headquar-
ters. Masses took part in the sit-in includ-
ing Journalists, University students,
political activists, even Taxi drivers and
kidney patients association. 

This sit-in was the eighth in solidarity
with Women Journalists without Chains
organization and Al-Nass Establishment
for Press and Publication. They also
demanded that the Minster of
Information stops suppressing, blocking
and censoring media in Yemen.

The demonstrators also denounced the
terrorist act that targeted Spanish tourists
in Mareb and stressed the importance of
freeing mass media in order to be able to
fight extremism and extravagance. 

They further voiced their solidarity
with journalist Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwani
who was abducted by security forces a
week ago in violation of the law, togeth-
er with trailing him in illegal and uncon-
stitutional State Penal Court and fabricat-
ing fake accusations about him. 

Chairwoman of Women Journalists
without Chains Organization called on

demonstrators to continue their sit-ins till
their demands are fully achieved and
also announced the launch of the semi-
annual report on press violations in
Yemen. 

Meanwhile, a second sit-in was staged
in the same area by kidneys patients who
demanded the Health Ministry stop pre-
scribing fake and uncertified medicines
which are imported by particular busi-
nessmen in a corruption scam involving
the ministry, as these medicines will
result in catastrophic impact on the

health of patients.
The administrative assistant of Al-

Rahmah Association for Liver and
Kidneys Patients stressed that their
demonstration aims to attract the atten-
tion of decision makers to the practices
of the Ministry of Health that pays no
attention to Yemeni citizens’ lives; while
its main concern is to buy fake medicines
at low costs and thus saving the differ-
ence to their pockets and earning com-
missions on the expense of patients.

Continued on page 3

Three sit-ins staged in Freedom Square
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SANA’A
Two new private newspapers

July 3 — The Ministry of

Information has licensed the publi-

cation of two new private newspa-

pers. Al-Ahali whose editor in

Chief is Ali Al-Jaradi, former edi-

tor in chief of Al-Nass newspaper,

and Yara to be run by Arwa Ahmed

Al-Gharafi.

According to the Ministry’s

records, it has licensed 19 publica-

tions since the beginning of the

year.

First online audio 

broadcast channel

July 4 — The Yemeni Youth

Union, in cooperation with the

international organization Youth

Development Initiative “Naseej”,

started the fist step in creating a

radio broadcast for Yemeni youth.

This step was a training program

on how to create the online radio

station in which 15 young trainees

participated.

The online station is the first of its

kind in Yemen and the third in the

Arab world. It will focus on youth

cultural, social, health and sport

issues. It is hoped that this channel

would be converted to an FM in

the future.

ADEN

Aden theatre in Cairo

July 3 — Fifteen members from

Aden Theatre Association are des-

ignated to participate in the region-

al theatre festival to be carried out

in Cairo – Egypt September this

year. The participants will be fly-

ing to Cairo soon to participate in

the trail of the festival with a play

called “No” talking about the envi-

ronmental pollution, the Ozone

layer depletion and the global

warming issues in the world.

Retired soldiers carry 

a peaceful sit in

July 2 — Retired civil and military

servants carried out a peaceful sit-

in in Lowder district of Aden gov-

ernorate protesting the difficult

financial conditions of the retired

soldiers. Apparently, they accuse

influential people of manipulating

their records and accused them of

taking their money. 

IBB

Lightning kills 3, injures 7

July 2 — A lightning bolts hit a

group of people in Al-Qafr district

in Ibb governorate last Friday and

takes the life of three while injur-

ing 7 more in another area called

Bani Mubariz. Since the beginning

of this year, thunderstorms caused

the death of 17 people in Hajja and

Al-Mahwait governorates near

Ibb.

SOCATRA
Defending women’s rights

July 4 – Defending women’s rights

has reached the remote island of

Socatra through the Yemeni

Women Union Branch in the

island. In a seminar on women’s

rights in education, health care,

and other issues, as well as the

risks of early marriage, active

women lobbied for their rights and

created an advocacy action plan

for spreading the awareness in the

society regarding women’s rights

in the various sectors of life.

TAIZ

Community based organisations

discuss poverty

July 3 – The Islah Charity branch

in Taiz organized a discussion on

the Poverty Reduction Startegy

funded by Oxfam. With the partic-

ipation of 53 community based

organsiations and public associa-

tion, the participants analysed the

strategy and their role as civil soci-

ety in particular in order to reduce

poverty in Yemen. The discussion

resulted in creating a steering com-

mittee made of four males and

three females of the civil society

leaders in Taiz. They will provide

proposals to Oxfam-GB to trans-

late the proposal into actual proj-

ects targeting poverty in the gover-

norate.

In brief

SANA’A, July 3 — Responding to

UNICEF Country Representative,

Aboudou Karimou Adjibade’s keen-

ness to take the existing partnership

with religious leaders and imams to a

higher level, Minister for Endowment

and Guidance Hamoud Bin

Abdulhamid Al-Hitar offered unequiv-

ocal support for the well-being of chil-

dren.

This support boosted UNICEF’s

ambition to muster enhanced support

of religious leaders and Ministry of

Endowment. Judge Al-Hitar said his

Ministry is “equally eager to bolster

this partnership” as “Islam enjoins

upon us the responsibility to take care,

development and protection as a duty

towards children”.

The Ministry of Endowment and

Guidance already works closely with

UNICEF in the key areas of promotion

of behavioral change for better health,

education, protection of children from

abuse, neglect and violence and

awareness creation against

HIV/AIDS. The new Country

Programme Action Plan (CPAP 2007-

2011)carries an important component

for mobilizing the support of religious

leaders and imams to help realize the

rights of the child. UNICEF

Representative called on the Minister

for Endowment and Guidance to brief

him on the UNICEF Country

Programme and the vital need for get-

ting the “most influential leaders” on

board to bring about a positive behav-

ioral change for ensuring the best

interests of the child. 

The religious leaders are highly

regarded and most influential in the

community and their voice of support

can foster a behavioral change in a

sustainable manner, UNICEF

Representative emphasized.

As a consequence, Judge Al-Hitar

pledged his Ministry’s increased sup-

port and said “Islam underscores the

care, development and protection of

children and urges parents to be

responsible for their children”. Senior

officials of Ministry of Endowment

and Guidance also attended the meet-

ing and provided a succinct summary

of the growing partnership with

UNICEF. The UNICEF

Representative presented a set of

UNICEF publications including

“Child Care in UNICEF”—A

UNICEF supported publication that

draws on the Islamic injunctions to

support the survival, development of

children.

By: Moneer Al-Omari

SANA'A, July 4 — The Commander

of the multinational Task Force 150

(TF 150) Admiral Alain Hinden held a

conference on Tuesday in the house of

the French Ambassador to Yemen

Gilles Gauthier in Sana'a. He tackled

many subjects and answered the differ-

ent questions raised by journalists.

Other aspects were touched upon by

Gauthier who speaks fairly good

Arabic. 

Hinden made it clear from the begin-

ning that he did not come to Yemen in

an official visit, rather it was within the

tasks of the TF 150, hinting he came in

a large force onboard French tanker

Somme now docked at Aden Harbor. 

As part of his program visit, Hinden

met with Aden governor Ahmed Al-

Kuhlani as well as the commander of

the Southern Military Division

Mohammed Ali Mohsen and the com-

mander of coast guard forces in Sana'a. 

He further pointed out the multina-

tional forces 10 warships, which most

of them are not French. They are to

comb the international waters in an

effort to limit the terrorist acts and

operations as well as securing the

waters from fishermen and tradesmen.

Maintaining their task is made even

more successful through the coopera-

tion of the countries overlooking their

area of responsibility. 

This area covers about 2.4 million

nautical square miles and the ships

operate throughout the Red Sea, the

Gulf of Aden, the Indian Ocean, the

Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.

Other tasks of these forces are to

preserve the free and secure the use of

the world's oceans by legitimate

mariners with set conditions for securi-

ty and stability in the maritime envi-

ronment as well as complement the

counter-terrorism and security efforts

of the regional nations. They also help

fight piracy and their illegitimate acts,

together with assisting mariners in dis-

tress at sea. 

As for the security situation in

Yemen, Hinden noted Yemen, exclud-

ing the recent attack on tourists in

Marib, is a secure country and the

operation will not prevent them from

remaining in Aden for sometime. 

For his part, the French Ambassador

expressed his condolences over the

recent bombing of a tourist convoy

which caused the death of seven

Spanish tourists as well as two Yemeni

guides and eight others injured, hinting

it is a dangerous incident targeting

civilians and guests in Yemen. 

He also added he has for a long time

expressed to his fellow citizens coming

to Yemen that areas like Marib,

Shabwa, Sa'ada, and Al-Jawf are not

safe enough and should not go there,

elaborating that other Yemeni areas are

100% secure.   

When asked about the assistance his

force can provide Yemen, Hinden indi-

cated his force is not there for securing

Yemeni regional water, but to secure

the trade routes and fishing activities,

adding his force's existence in the blue

water would help diminish the terror-

ists activities in the area. 

He went on to say the existing forces

of Yemeni coast guards are capable

enough to protect Yemeni harbors;

however, they are unable to comb the

long Yemeni coasts stretching over

2,000 km as such tasks need more

forces, boats as well as good training

which needs years.

The French Ambassador went on

the same line to assure Yemeni coast

guards have a short age of just five

years and much time and effort is still

required to upgrade and develop the

performance of such a force, noting

what has been achieved by this force

over the last five years is fairly good. 

He further assured that increasing

the security cooperation between

Yemen, France and Djibouti would

help preserve the security of Aden Gulf

and Bab Al-Mandab Strait, together

with preventing the illegitimate acts

like trading in drugs, smuggling and

terrorist activities.

By: Abdulqader Al-Emad 

For Yemen Times 

SANA’A, July 2 —       The Minister of

Public Health & Population, Dr.

Abdulkarim Rasae stated that the former

Government decisions of reducing  the

Medicine Fund’s budget has affected the

medicine policy negatively. 

In a press conference held on Monday

the minister said, that reducing the fund

budget from YR 3.5 billion to YR 1.450

billion led the Ministry to change all

strategies to supply the biggest possible

quantity of medicine. 

In the conference which was held in

response to the press campaign on the

Ministry's policy for the purchase of

medicines and the process of choosing

companies for supply of medicines,

Rasa’a accused some big medical com-

panies to be behind the press campaign

against the Ministry because they were

blacklisted as they had not fulfilled their

commitments to supply kidney medi-

cines last year. 

The Minister clarified that all the

ministry’s tenders, whose foreign aid

constitute 60% of the Ministry's medi-

cine budget, have been transferred to the

World Health Organization and

UNICEF for the implementation.

"Concerning the Government budget,

we will follow the same policy if we get

an approval from the Ministry of

Finance" he declared, considering this

measure as "an un-precedent step in the

history of the Ministry". He explained

that the ministry followed such meas-

ures to be able to focus on making pre-

scription drug plans and policies as well

as issuing tenders for purchase of medi-

cines.

Regarding the last medicine tenders

issued by the Ministry, the Minister clar-

ified that the Ministry concentrated on

important points; the product quality,

cost, biological formation and expira-

tion period. For the implementation of

the medicine policy the Minister said,

that the Ministry was being assisted by

two foreign experts from WHO and the

WB. 

The Minister also said that there is a

misunderstanding about the types of dif-

ferent medicines in Yemen, “People

think that they are original and or fake

types of medicines, which is not true. It

is just a difference in the trade name but

the scientific name and quality are the

same.”

After the Minister's speech the

Representative from WHO Dr. Ghulam

Rabani confirmed the Minister's points

stated above and has said that WHO has

a list of top quality companies from

which medicines are purchased.

In an answer to Yemen Times' ques-

tion whether the medication policy is

comprehensive in the sense that it is not

limited to the medicine purchase tenders

he says" It is an inclusive policy that fol-

lows up the medicine from the purchase

stage until it is in the reach of the

patients. 

SANA'A, July 3 — Several affiliates of

the General People Congress bloc at the

Parliament called for a complete investi-

gation of the damages and faults incurred

during the implementations of Ibb proj-

ects early to the celebrations of the 17th

anniversary of Yemen's reunification. 

They also called for referring those in

charge of projects implementations to

the prosecution as well as publishing the

names of violating contractors and com-

panies in media outlets. 

Attending the session meant for dis-

cussing project violations in Ibb,

Minister of Public Works and Roads

Omar Al-Kurshumi noted that the dam-

ages in the exceptional plan projects do

not exceed two percent, hinting most

damages resulted from rains and the

short period of implementation. 

Asked about the reason behind halting

the implementation of projects unready

yet, Al-Kurshumi declared that the com-

panies stopped working in order to have

some rest and do maintenance work to

their equipments before resuming the

work.

However, the MPs insisted on punish-

ing the violators and the Parliament del-

egated its services committee to follow

up the implementation of the suspended

projects.

Religious leaders’ Role in
Children’s Wellbeing

RAYMAH, July 3 — Informed sources

in Raymah's Al-Salafiyah districts

pointed out that the local council, in

the area, decided to remove the district

chief. 

In its last meeting, the majority of

Al-Salafiyah's local council members

decided to censure the district chief

Hamid Al-Shaif. Therefore, they sent a

letter, included the censure resolutions,

to Raymah's governor, calling for Al-

Shaif’s removal. 

The letter sent to the governor men-

tioned a number of his violations that

go counter to the law of the local

authority. The top of his violations lies

in wasting the local council resources

and performing fake projects. 

He further did not commit himself to

the resolutions of the council as for

importing spare parts and further erect-

ing a private prison wherein he prac-

ticed blackmailing and arbitrariness. 

It is worth-mentioning that several

local council members across the

Republic were removed from their

positions and denied the membership

after committing stark violations.

Task Force Commander in Sana'a

WHO supervises medical tenders

Local authority demands
removing chief district

Parliament demands 
prosecuting corrupt officials

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, July 4 — With an average of

300 locusts per square meters, the

desert locusts situation has become

extremely serious at most summer

breeding areas, said Dr. Abdu Al-

Romaih director of the Desert Locusts

Monitoring and Control Center.  The

center has already 14 survey and con-

trol teams sent to the fields. The teams

are distributed in Shabwa, Hadramout

and Marib covering an area of 81,186

hectares, while the infested area is esti-

mated to be 37,386 hectares.

Summer DL breeding areas caused

numerous hopper bands to form within

large areas. New swarms will form and

another generation of breed will occur

in July that will threaten crops and pas-

tures.

According to the center, the ecologi-

cal conditions are considered favorable

for DL breeding at those areas.

International experts will be arriving

Friday 6 July, and hopefully the prepa-

rations for an aerial campaign would

start, especially in Hadramout and

Shabwa where the real threat exists.

Local response

So far the infested areas are of the natu-

ral vegetation, and the field teams have

protected the economic plantation or

crop fields in advance. However bee-

hives and bee farms could be severely

damaged. This is why the DLMCC

coordinates with the local councils in

the areas and alerts bee farmers to evac-

uate the infested areas before spraying

it with pesticides. 

Dr. Al-Romaih praised the coopera-

tion of the local councils and bee farm-

ers in Hadramout. “We received excel-

lent cooperation from Hadramout, but

not so much from Shabwa. We would

like to encourage the latter to excavate

the bee farms urgently before the bee

habitat gets affected by the locust con-

trol chemicals,” he said.

As for the impact of these chemicals

on the soil, he confirmed that it does not

have lasting harm because the impact of

the pesticides ceases within three days

because of the sun and heat. 

The teams are controlling the spread

of the locusts through foot & vehicle

transects. Aerial control is yet to come

through the international assistance

promised to Yemen.

Financial assistance

Since the very first alert, the govern-

ment of Yemen has dedicated more than

fifty million Yemeni Riyals (approx

USD 250,000) to fighting desert

locusts. The United Nations Emergency

Fund has allocated US 2,600,000$ for

fighting the spread of the locusts. 

The money is yet to arrive. 

Dr. Al-Romaih commented that cur-

rently, the center has enough supplies to

last for two or three weeks. Unless

international assistance from the UN

and neighboring countries comes as

promised and agreed, there is a great

risk that they locusts would spread to

economic farms and vegetation causing

much financial loss. 

The next destination for the locusts is

most likely to be Saudi Arabia and

UAE.

“Our hope is that we are successful at

eliminating the locusts completely

before a third generation appears. The

problem is that with the unfortunate

attacks in Marib, the insurance on

planes has doubled 200% and this

means that most of the dedicated fund

from the UN would be spent on insur-

ance rather than on the required chemi-

cals or locust control equipments.”

Dr. Al-Romaih added that Yemen

acquired this funding through a detailed

long process. He feared that for a new

request to increase the dedicated

amount to eradicating the spread of the

insects is accepted, it could be too late.

Second generation locusts 
cover Hadramout and Shabwa

While locust spread in other governorates around the republic

is hardly noticeable, the second-generation locusts cause a real

threat in Hadramout and Shabwa. National teams are already

in the field and international assistance is yet to come.

A graph showing the infested areas

in Yemen, most of the summer

breeding areas are concentrated in

Hadramout and Shabwa gover-

norates.

A leading and renowned oilfield

service company is looking for

Yemeni Nationals Mechanical

Engineer/Mechanics.

Candidates should have a diploma

in mechanical engineering and

should be fluent in English and

Arabic (written and spoken).

A minimum of 2 years experience

is required, but not a must.

Please send your resume to fax

number 01 - 440370.

Vacancy

Announcement



Saleh
The sources added that the committee
embarked on visiting Dhahian city earli-
er heading to Al-Ja’malah, the crossroad
of Najd Khalaf Yasnam, Rugafah,
Baqem, Qataber and Om Lila, noting
Houthis have already evacuated their
positions in Al-Mazar’e in Dhahian’s Al
Watid. Moreover, the army replaced
Houthis in all areas already evacuated by
them.

Local source in Sa’ada mentioned a
number of Houthi elements, unhappy
with the recent peace agreement,
attacked military sites on Tuesday in Al
Shawkan of Sahar district’s Al Ghubair
Mountain. They also abducted two sol-
diers, one in Bani Mauth and the other in
Ghamer.

Further, the same source pointed out
armed clashes took place on Tuesday and
involved the citizens and Houthi follow-
ers in Ghamer district and Haydan’s
Dhwaib, Al Miran and Gaza’. 

26 September.net reported informed
sources in Sa’ada as saying the commit-
tee in charge of implementing Sa’ada
ceasefire agreement gave a three-day
deadline for Houthi loyalists to bind

themselves to the articles of the agree-
ment; otherwise the whole responsibility
will be laid on them. 

It added Houthis as of now refuse to
hand in their heavy or medium-sized
weapons, or to descend their mountain-
ous sites in an effort to stall the imple-
mentation of the agreement. They also
attack citizens and military personnel
every now and then.

Sources in Hajjah revealed Houthis
shifted the battles from Sa’ada to the
neighboring Hajjah, wherein many vil-
lages of Washhah’s Bani Hani witnessed
bloody clashes between Houthis and the
residents. 

The sources went to say that over 700
Houthi loyalists infiltrated last Friday to
Hajjah and seized four villages there and
it is believed they are those who deserted
their positions in Sa’ada according to the
recent agreement. 

Locals of these villages clashed with
Houthis using light arms and guns; the
clashes left behind 14 dead and 40 others
injured but the losses among Houthis
were unidentified. 

However, the locals managed to
restore back three villages while the
fourth one is still seized by Houthis. The

sources also mentioned that over 400
locals fled their villages fearing the
assaults of Houthi followers. 

Local sources in Hajjah believe the
clashes have nothing to do with the gov-
ernment war on Houthis, maintaining the
war ongoing in Washhah district is linked
with what he called as “war traders” and
hinting influential personalities there are
behind such clashes. 

Islah Party’s assistant secretary
General Mohammed Al-Sa’adi assured
the committee due to be performed by
the Joint Meeting Parties will work on
treating the causes and consequences of
Sa’ada war as well as preventing its
occurrence once again. 

Al-Sa’adi further indicated when
Sa’ada crisis’s cause was doctrinal, it
was not necessary to resolve it with arms
and this requires the involvement of all
political powers. 

He went on to say his party rejects any
politicization of sectarian or religious
issues in way that creates an endless con-
flict, stressing that everything should be
discussed with transparency and without
resorting to military options. 

Moreover, Al-Sa’adi held the regime
accountable for Sa’ada events and

renewed Yemen in need for an objective
study of all issues in order to make a
national vision for the development of
political process. 

He added the wrong policies of the
regime cause the problems to persist in
the country, maintaining the existing
regime depends on making the crisis in a
way that ensures the continuity of con-
flicts; wherein the poor will pay for insta-
bility, underdevelopment, and the drain-
ing of the public money. 

Sit-ins
He added we would like Parliament and
the Cabinet to work in halting the dete-
rioration taking place in the Health
Ministry as well as halting the mas-
sacres against citizens resulting from
replacing high quality and effective
medicines just to boost the sales of the
favored medicines.

The third demonstration was organ-
ized by taxi drivers and the unemployed
and they demanded that the government
takes serious actions in order to provide
employment. Taxi drivers demanded
that the police stops seizing the taxi
vehicles that bear numbers from gover-
norates other than the Capital an Sana’a

governorate, saying that any taxi driver
should be able to drive his taxi any-
where in the country. 

Speaking in the name of drivers, Ali
Al-Aswadi of the Taxi drivers associa-
tion noted they demand the immediate
release of their vehicles from the Traffic
Administration as these vehicles are
only source for their income and liveli-
hood. 

Al-Aswadi questioned about the
nature of such campaigns that target cit-
izens, hinting it are enough for them to
bear the price hikes and over taxation in
addition to inflation?  

“We are here to ask for our rights in a
peaceful way. We are in a democratic
country and every one should go with
his car wherever he likes and without
any restrictions or hindrances, its one
unified country for god’s sake, why the
authorities is behaving in a separatist
way?” cried Al-Aswadi. 

The silence dominated the scene and
the sadness was clear in the faces of the
demonstrators over the incident of
Mareb and they decided to send letters
of condolences to the victims’ families. 

Editor attacked
Moreover, the web site asked all press-
men and political activists to stand by
them in support and in search for more
freedom of the press.  

Following the unjust incident several
journalists and political activists
denounced the attack against the manag-
ing editor of Marib Press, asking for a
complete return of his camera, photos
and full compensation for the losses
incurred on the website. 

Al-Khaiwani
Among the terrorist acts the cell was
accused of is using poisonous materials,
secret ink, and telecommunication sys-
tems as well as explosives and arms tar-
geting military and security personnel.
Apparently the terrorists were going to
add poison to the army’s drinking water
reservoirs.

Although Al-Khaiwani has only
began his second ordeal with the state
judiciary system, it sounds only too
familiar to him. The trail was delayed
until 18 July, and despite his lawyer’s
efforts he will remain in custody until
then. 
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Are you interested in a career in journalism and want to learn
about it in the right way?

Are you a young enthusiastic Yemeni who is willing to make a
name for yourself in the world of Media?

Can you read, write, and speak English fluently?

If your answer is Yes, Yes, Yes… then this is your life time
opportunity.

Apply for professional journalism training at Yemen Times for
three months starting from NOW.

To apply, send your CV along with 400 words in English as to why
you would like to be a journalist. Short listed candidates will be
contacted for an interview.

All applications must be submitted before 10 July to:

yteditor@gmail.com

Immediate vacancy

Copy editor required for a part time job at

Yemen Times, around 30 working hours per

week, job could be done from home.

Requirement:

• Native speaker of English

• Journalism background is an advantage

Send CV to: yteditor@gmail.com

alsaqqaf@gmail.com

Subject: “Copy editor Vacancy”

We are looking for:

- Fire Alarm Design Engineer - Air Conditioning Design Engineer

- Sales Support Engineers - Electrical Design Engineer

- HR Assistant - Executive Secretary

- Secretaries

Common Requirements & Qualifications:

1. Relevant university degree except for the secretries

2. Minimum 2 years experience for the design  engineers

3. Well-organized with good interpersonal and communication skills

4. Strong command of written and spoken Arabic and English 

5. Good computer skills in MS-office

To apply, please

  - Fax your resume to (01) 449351; or

  - Email:  recruiting@mamintl.com

INTERNATIONAL CORP.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

All applications will be treated with strict confidentiality

TAIZ, July 3 — Al-Tawhid Charitable
and Social Society set up a celebration
to honor 252 brides and bridegrooms
as well as 150 Quran memorizers.

Inaugurating the celebration,
Sheikh Nasser Al-Shaibani called on
businessmen to work on facilitating
marriage before youth of both sexes as
well working on providing jobs for the
Quran memorizers, hinting the mass

marriage is a means for facilitating
marriage before marriage seekers. 

Al-Shaibani added the woman who
is always kept in the house and whose
voice was considered a blemish has
turned to be Quran memorizers, main-
taining they have now 70 female
Quran memorizers who can read
Quran in the 10 readings. 

He also noted Hayal Sa'eed Anam

Group of companies, that sponsors
schools teaching Quran, has set up
many projects across the republic and
not just in Taiz including building
mosques, schools, water projects, and
female centers as well as conducting
religious competitions, summer
camps and providing financial assis-
tance to the poor and those seeking
marriage.

Al-Tawhid Charitable Society honors students

Continued from page 1

Job Opportunity
Ministry of Planning and 
International Cooperation 

Ministry of Planning & International Cooperation is pleased to announce

vacancy for both male and female candidate to fill the following post.

Project Management Assistant

for the French program of “Democratic Governance and Security”

involving Ministries of Justice, Local Administration, Interior and Central

Organization for Control and Auditing (COCA).

Post in Ministry of Planning & International Cooperation   

Job Description

Assisting the program coordinator, in particular  

• Translation and Interpretation.

• Secretariat, Administration, Procurement. 

• Plan, prepare, and facilitate missions and meetings.

• Travel in-country might be required occasionally. 

Requirements

• Applicant should be Yemeni

• Undergraduate degree

• Fluency in English or French. Good knowledge of the other language

is highly appreciated. 

• Computer litteracy

• Good oral and written communication skills, initiative, attention to

details, organized, and self-confidence are essential.

Please send your application including a cover letter and recent resume to: 

Ministry of Planning & International Cooperation by July 14th.

Department of Cooperation with Europe and the Americas 

Fax No 250-603

By: Nisreen Shadad

SANA’A, July 3 — The International
life makers Union Meeting was inau-
gurated officially on Monday July  2,
under the custodianship of the Prime
Minister Ali M. Mujawar with a
maxim ;Together We Make Life.
Mujawar praised life-makers founda-
tions, which is represented by Amr
Khaled; a Muslim activist and a
preacher, a place of qualifying youths
as well as exploiting their potentials.

The first thing Khaled stated in the
conference is the Life Makers founda-
tions’ vision, “The aim of our creation,
as Allah stated in the Holy Qura’an, is
building the earth and improving the
society. This call is not specified to the
members of life makers, but for
mankind,” said Khaled. 

Unfortunately, many people instead
of interesting in building the society,
they begin to conflict with each other,
according to Khaled. 

There are two reasons for holding
this conference according to Khaled,
“The first is to present four flourishing
projects; one of them is in small proj-
ects; in economic field, the second is
fighting drugs; in heath field, the third
is training and developing skills and
the last is in technology.”

“Because these projects have a great
success, we want to present them and
repeat them in the other countries,” he
added.

“The second reason is to establish
and discuss the framework of the
International Life Makers Union,
which we announced its establishment
two years ago,” he continued. 

For six months the international
union will be in Yemen, according to
Khaled. Ali Muhammed Gobari, the
general manager of Gobari Investment
group and the director of Life Makers
forum, “Yemen is the only country that
host Life Makers founders to put their
dream true and establish the
International Union. However, Yemen
will be the main center for the
International union for six months
only, them they will move it.”

“We refuse Yemen to be a transition,
we demand headquarter of the union to
be in Yemen. The Arab league was
established in Cairo; therefore, it was
headquartered in Cairo,” Gobari
added. “Any international union’s
place of establishment is its headquar-
ter,” he commented  

The participators were from Jordon,
Lebanon, al-Bahrain, Sudan, Egypt,
Yemen, Algeria, Morrocoo, Germany,
France, Britain, and Swiss. One of the
representatives of life Makers from
Sudan said, “We came here to form a
common vision for life makers’ mem-
bers around the world.”

Adding to that, many successful
projects are going to be presented to
exchange experiences and apply them
in the other countries, “We came to
know the idea of life makers existence
from its founder; Amr Khaled. It is an
opportunity for us to learn from the
others’ experiences. The idea of estab-
lishing International Life Makers
Union will facilitate the coordination
among all life makers’ foundations
projects which work around the
world,” the representative added.   

“There are numerous obstacles and
problems all countries faced, therefore

International life makers Union can
find a unified mechanism and common
solution to be applied in the countries.
There are problems a particular coun-
try has, so that the union is going to
work to find solutions that fit the coun-
try environment,” said Assia Aissat, a
member of the Life Makers foundation
in Algeria. “The preliminary meeting
of this union was held in Istanbul, and
now we continue in Yemen,” she
added.  

Nawal al-Sagheer, a member in Life
Makers in Lebanon, said, “We are
divided to six committees, and each
one is interested in a particular field;
human resources, Life Makers’ mem-
bers affairs, media and public relation-
ships, central projects, as well as
finance and training committee.”

The reasons behind selecting Yemen
as al-Sagheer said, “This conference is
supported by Yemeni government. It is
a blessing that Yemenis have. In addi-
tion, Abdul Wasee Hayel Saeed
Ana’am, is powerful financer. Yemenis
got the peace and money to begin their
projects, and I don’t think countries
have a similar power people standing
beside them.”

Nabeal al-Sa’afi, the director of Life
Makers foundation in Yemen, con-
firmed that Yemeni members are the
highest number; since they are about
1100 members.

Mohammed Ubad, the Youth and
Sport Minister considered this meeting
as a loud voice against the darkness
that the Islamic countries suffer from.”

Life makers’ members are people
adhering to their tradition and culture,
and keep abreast with modernism,
according to Ubad.

Yemeni Life Makers

Journalism

training fellowship



By: Nidal al-Mughrabi

GAZA (Reuters) - Alan Johnston, the

BBC journalist held hostage in Gaza,

was freed early on Wednesday after a

late-night deal between the ruling

Hamas Islamists and the al Qaeda-

inspired clan group that kidnapped him

in March.

“It is just the most fantastic thing to

be free. It was an appalling experi-

ence,” he told the British public broad-

caster from the home of local Hamas

leader Ismail Haniyeh after his 114-day

ordeal at the hands of the shadowy

Army of Islam.

Johnston said he had twice fallen

sick and was once chained for 24 hours

but only in the last half hour did they

“hit me a bit”. He said he was kept in a

shuttered room for the last 3 months of

his captivity and could not see the sun.

Haniyeh, whose movement routed

the forces of the secular, Western-

backed Palestinian president last

month to seize full control of the

enclave, said the outcome “confirms

(Hamas) is serious in imposing securi-

ty and stability and maintaining law

and order in this very dear part of our

homeland”.

Khaled Meshaal, Hamas’s overall

leader in exile, hailed the success and

told Reuters it contrasted with “anar-

chy” that prevailed when the Fatah fac-

tion of West Bank-based President

Mahmoud Abbas was operating in the

Gaza Strip.

But, in a mark of the bitterness

dividing Palestinians, a senior aide to

Abbas dismissed Hamas’s presentation

as “a movie” and accused the Islamists

of having previously been in league

with the Army of Islam before a

“falling out among thieves”.

Pressure

Johnston, the only Western correspon-

dent based full-time in the troubled

Gaza Strip, said he sensed his captors

felt new pressure once Hamas seized

control in fighting three weeks ago.

He described them as “a small jihadi

group” more interested in harming

Britain than in the Palestinian conflict

with Israel.

Negotiators were backed up by

Hamas fighters cordoning off the Gaza

City stronghold of the Doghmush clan,

some of whose members officials say

are behind the Army of Islam.

Mediators said the final deal was

clinched by a senior Muslim cleric

issuing a fatwa, or religious edict, for

Johnston’s release.

No ransom was paid nor other con-

ditions attached. The group had previ-

ously demanded Britain and other

states free prisoners.

“I dreamt many times of being free

and always woke up back in that room.

Now it really is over and it is inde-

scribably good to be out,” said

Johnston, a Scot who turned 45 in cap-

tivity.

Describing it as the worst 16 weeks

of his life and “like being buried alive”

with “dangerous and unpredictable”

captors, he later told a news conference

with Haniyeh: “It’s almost hard to

believe that I’m not going to wake up

in that room.”

He feared for his life immediately

after being seized on March 12, as well

as when he was filmed wearing an

explosive vest by captors who warned

Hamas forces not to try to free him.

Johnston left Gaza with British

diplomats, heading for Jerusalem.

Britain, Israel and other powers recog-

nise Abbas’s new emergency govern-

ment in the West Bank as the only

legitimate authority for the

Palestinians.

But Haniyeh refuses to accept his

dismissal last month as prime minister.

Johnston, who had followed events

by radio, thanked people round the

world and colleagues for their support.

Haniyeh wrapped him in a Palestinian

flag and gave him breakfast.

The BBC said in a statement it was

“extremely relieved”. Johnston’s fami-

ly in Scotland said they were “over-

joyed”.

Referring to Fatah, Meshaal said of

Johnston’s release: “It showed the dif-

ference between the era in which a

group used to encourage and commit

security anarchy and chaos and the cur-

rent situation in which Hamas is seek-

ing to stabilise security.”

But Abbas aide Yasser Abed Rabbo

said: “We’re watching a movie, where

the thieves in Gaza fall out and one of

them claims to be honest and brave and

the other is the bad guy.

“This Hamas game fools no one. For

Meshaal to present himself as bringing

security is a fraud. The Army of Islam

were collaborators with Hamas in

undermining security ... He’s trying to

gain sympathy for creating a Taliban

principality in Gaza.”

BBC Gaza journalist Johnston freed

Alan Johnston, a BBC journalist, reacts after he was released in Gaza, July 4.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

OIL FIELD CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

Dove Energy Limited invites Yemeni Nationals only to apply for the position of

Construction Engineer Quality Assurance/Quality Control Experience &

working knowledge. The candidate should be Degree or Diploma qualified with

experience in Oil & Gas field quality control. The position is based in the Dove

Energy Sana’a office with occasional Sharyoof Field visits  

Responsibilities

• Implement the company system for Construction and Fabrication QA / QC 

• Conduct periodical inspections of ongoing construction work.  

Qualifications and Experience Preferred

• University Engineering Degree or Diploma. 

• Over 5 years Construction experience in oilfield with QA / QC working

knowledge.  

• Good knowledge of API standards, Code of Practice and inspection skills.

• Experience in oilfield construction and fabrication inspection. 

• Good oral and written skills in both English & Arabic languages.

• Experience in weekly/monthly Project Report writing 

• Good IT skills including Microsoft applications and Basic AutoCad.

• Assist in Procurement of Construction Materail.

Interested candidates are requested to submit their CVs and applications by

mail to the Dove Energy, Human Resources Department, by fax or by email to

hr@doveyemen.com.ye.

Responses will only be made to short listed candidates.

Mailing address: Fax Detail:

Dove Energy Limited Fax No. 967 1 413 767

P.O. Box 16910

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

The deadline for receiving applications is 14th July, 2007

Previously applied candidate need not to apply

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

HSE CO-ORDINATOR

Dove Energy Limited invites Yemeni Nationals only to apply for the position of HSE Co-

ordinator. The position will be based in the Dove Sana’a Office. Frequent traveling to the

Dove Sharyoof Field will be required. 

Responsibilities
• Prepare, maintain, improve and implement DOVE’s HSE management systems.
• Ensure that the operation of Sharyoof production operations and Dove drilling and

completion activities are performed in a safe and prudent manner, so as to minimize the
risk to personnel, company property and the environment.

• Responsible for training of all Dove employees in matters of safety, health and the
environment

• Specify the Purchase Orders for health and safety materials including training material,
signs, field safety equipment, personal protective equipment.

• Prepare an annual HSE budget and ensure expenditures are managed within budget
• Carry out Safety Audits of Sharyoof Operations, Drilling and Completion Operations and

Contractor procedures and worksites.
• Participate in Incident Investigation and write up. 

Qualifications
• BA degree or diploma in Health, Safety and Environment field.
• 2-3 year experience in implementing HSE System in the Oil and Gas industry.
• Very good communication and writing skills in the English Language.
• Good computer skills, in particular all aspects of MS Office applications.

Interested candidates are requested to submit their CVs and applications by mail to
the Dove Energy, Human Resources Department, by fax or by email to
hr@doveyemen.com.ye.
Responses will only be made to short listed candidates.

Mailing address: Fax Detail:
Dove Energy Limited Fax No. 967 1 413 767
P.O. Box 16910
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

The deadline for receiving applications is 21st July, 2007
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By: Saddam Al-Ashmouri 

For Yemen Times

CC
oinciding with the

establishment of

Ammran governorate,

mid 1998, the Ammran-

branch Social Care

Fund, whose main task is to provide

lump sums of money to the poor, the

destitute, and the elderly people with

no children, as well as the orphans,

was established. On average, the fund

provides each deserving citizen with

about 6,000 every three months.

Though very little, this sum could

meet some of the basic requirements

of destitute people.  

However, some people assured that

such sums of money do not reach

those who actually in need for them.

Additionally, they claimed that those

allocations are taken by rich people.

To make sure of that, we went to

different areas in Ammran to

investigate those claims. So, we come

up with the following outcomes.  

Some people, we met, stressed that

there is no justice in distributing the

allocations of the social care. They

also hinted that those allotments are

given to some rich and influential

people in the area; however, those

people declined to give their names

for fear that their relatives receiving

money from the fund may be

subjected to punishment by those in

charge of the fund.   

"The state does not neglect us;

however, the problem is that these

sums do not reach those who are

actually destitute," Haj Saleh Sinan

states. "I was not given any thing

because I have no mediator and my

voice does not reach officials. The

one who has connections will receive

money and the one who has none will

receive nothing." 

He added that the matter was left to

mediators who are unfair as they

distribute the allotments to those

whom they know, not to those who

deserve.  

"I am an elderly man and I support

six daughters and a young boy. I have

no income. I used to work on daily

payment and in different jobs. But

now, I am an old man and I can not

work. Life has become difficult for

me," lamented Sinan. He further

pointed out that there should be a

committee to tour the different areas

in the governorate in real search of

destitute and poor people.  

Lip service 

Citizen Mohammed Yahya, who

agreed with his fellow Sinan, believes

that the money of social care is

allotted to rich and influential people.  

"Social care money is distributed

among the poor?! No. receiving such

money is made through the

registration by a member of the local

council or the Sheikh. Most of those

who receive the money from the

Social Care Fund are the Sheikh's

relatives. Speaking about the money

of the social care is no more than a lip

service" said Yahya.  

He added that those who badly need

such small sums of money do not

quite often receive any money

especially those who have differences

with the Sheikhes of the area(s).     

Fund officials' attitude 

The director of Ammran branch

Social Care Fund Mohammed Al-

Dalwani indicated that the branch was

established mid 1998. He clarified

that the number of cases registered in

Ammran and received money from

the fund is 39,101, with a sum of

around YR 196 million distributed

each three months. Furthermore, he

pointed out that the money is allotted

through post offices and cashiers/pay-

masters in distanced and far

governorate districts.  

Right from the first quarter of 2006,

the branch located the addresses of

the beneficiaries and further makes

field visits to different areas in the

governorate. Al-Dalwani hinted that

his fund provided all requirements for

paying the money of beneficiaries

without affecting their money

whether via post offices or pay-

masters.  

As for the mechanisms by which

such allocations are distributed, Al-

Dalwani noted that they work

according to the law. Also, he

indicated that the cases are being

registered by the local councils as a

first step. Then, the branch conducted

a study of all the registered cases to

see which one is more deserving.

Such step is followed by a field visit

by the fund's employees to make sure

that the cases, being selected, are

worthy of the allocations.   

Additionally, he pointed out that he

had heard of the current allotments

being taken by undeserving people,

hinting that the officials in the fund

have sent the registered name lists to

the local councils to make sure

whether the people on the lists

deserve the allocations or not.  

Moreover, he indicated that the

fund will cancel any cases that proved

undeserving and will empower the

local councils to nominate new names

to replace the cancelled ones. He also

assured that they are ready to annul

any case proved to be unworthy.  

Al-Dalwani further pointed that the

fund has published the names of local

council members who do not play

their role accordingly. In addition, he

indicated that the local councils of the

governorate were informed about

some violations made by some local

council members. He also declared

that the social fund researchers and

employees who violated the rules of

the fund were referred to the

prosecution, maintaining the fund has

set the required rules to face

violations.  

Many cases forged  

A citizen, who preferred to remain

anonymous, clarified that the cases

are always registered by the names of

women in order not to detect their

forgery. "The cases are registered in

the names of wives, because they are

from different areas and have

different names. We were offered

such cases in return for our support of

our candidate who offered us two

cases and promised to offer more in

the future," said he.  

Another one, who refused to

mention his name, hinted that he was

offered two cases in return for YR

20,000 for each case. "We gave him

YR 20,000 in advance and agreed to

pay him the other 20,000 as soon as

we receive the first payment."  

He added, "I am not the only one

who did so, several others did like me

and they have three or four cases

each. What is your business since the

state pays for that?" 

Local councils' attitude 

I met with many local council

members especially in Ammran

district; however, all of them declined

to give me any information.  

A local council member, who

conditioned anonymity, asserted that

he did not submit any case though he

is among those who won the

membership of the local councils

during the recent elections that took

place in September, 2006.  

Hussain Baker, a destitute citizen,

believes that guilty conscience is

behind the unjust distribution of

social care funds, despite the fact that

such sums are meant primarily for the

poor, the destitute, the elderly, and

orphans.  

He added there should be honest

and conscientious committees to be

formed from different institutions so

as to make field visits to evaluate and

study all the cases and decide who

deserves and who does not.  

Citizen Abdullah Swaid, one

deprived of social care allocations

though deserving, declared that he

chanted for new Yemen and better

future, however, he received nothing. 

"Believe me! We don't know who

carried the registration process and

when as all such measures are made

in top secrecy. We knew nothing, only

when we saw them tending to post

offices with their female relatives to

receive their allocations from post

offices, we realized there is something

going on. When we complain to an

official, he refers us to some other

official, and so on!!" cried Swaid.  

According to an official at the

Ammran’s branch, the fund tends to

qualify its employees and provide

loans to beneficiaries to make small

projects and further exempt their sons

from schools and health tuitions.  

He concluded that he hopes that all

people will cooperate to target those

deserving. He further called upon

local council members to verify and

help the fund to accomplish its goals.

Destitute allocations received by rich people

Mohammed Al-Dalwani
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f there is anything that could be said about the
situation in Yemen, it is that there are a million
ways that in which things could be a lot better.
For some three decades now, we have seen the
state of the country steadily evolve far away

from the peaceful land of mainly good people, who
were cloaked in a halo of innocence that simply did
not exist anywhere else in the world.  How this trans-
formation was allowed to take place defies all ration-
al reasoning:  It was the doing of all those in this coun-
try, and overseas who thrive on evil, who found the
good kindness of the Yemeni people easy game for
them to unleash their ugly premonitions on the innocent society that used to be
Yemen.  There was not one evil that could not find its niche in our midst and to our
present horror, we now have that dreadful phenomenon that tops all the dreadful
phenomena: the scornful car bombs and the suicide terrorists, who have lost all
sense of righteousness and conscience and truly have forgotten all human values
and distorted the whole image of spiritual bliss.  These heinous scientifically
reared monsters of death are the worst development, which the current world has
to live with and there is no telling where the end of their path leads to.  For sure,
however, since their appearance with the advent of the Third Millenium, it is clear
that death has become a freely roaming ogre that our leaders have allowed to sus-
tain itself and for which there is no panacea whatsoever.  

This horrific fiend of death has found its home just where the planners and long
term strategists of the international syndicate of evil, spearheaded by the
International Zionist Establishment, want it to operate, a clear proof that those
reared in suicidal mania surely have no interest or desire to see Moslems see peace
and tranquility, although they attempt to fooll the world otherwise, that they seek
to liberate Moslems.  If this liberation is like the peace, freedom and liberty that
one is seeing in Iraq, then we have no desire to be drowned in a sea of blood as
Baghdad has become.  What Yemenis have long yearned for was a chance to be
free from the follies of their leaders, who are directly responsible for just about
every heartache, pain and absolute mayhem that has overtaken Yemen and of
course even these car bombers and the suicidal nincompoops, such as the recent
murderers of the Spanish tourists, of whom Islam is absolutely innocent of, even
if the beards of these infidels sweep the floor they walk on!

For years now, many have warned of the many mysterious camps found
throughout the country that have become breeding grounds for these horrible
human carriers of death, and many have suggested that the Government open its
eyes ans stopo welcoming the foreign residents of these camps.  The Government
goes and does the opposite.  It allows these camps to operate freely and to carry
out whatever activities their sponsors dictate to them from the Citadel of the Salafis
in Najd, who in turn take their dictates from the real international axis of death led
by the International Zionist Establishment and the American Military Industrial
Complex that has spread havoc throughout the world over the last seven years.  

No one is fooled anymore.  This War on Terror is a war that in fact thrives on
terror and is very astutely organized to produce a frightening aura of misery and
hopelessness, as even the most modern security apparatus are baffled by the mys-
terious and almost untouchable masters of death these terrorists have become.  

Apparently, Yemen is now the next country to fall into the quagmire of violent
prone nations, where one’s fate is bound to become unpredictable, with little to
assure the heads of households that their siblings will return home alive, when they
go to school or to play, if any of them would dare venture into such an oddity,
which play has become in these parts of the world.

Mr. Bush your War on Terror is going just as planned and now Yemen has
become enmeshed in a new aura of violence and bloodletting, our Government has
helped to implant.   The observer is reluctant to feel any sense of optimism any-
more as the last terror attack in Mareb has destroyed the last remaining hope for
rejuvenating the economy:  a fledgling tourist industry that could help make up for
the stolen revenues of oil most common Yemenis never have a chance to see, let
alone feel.  

I can assure the Spanish people that this murderous crime is no reflection of
Yemeni hospitality and the Yemeni people are overwhelmingly saddened by it with
their heartfelt regrets and sympathies to the families of the victims and to all the
people of Spain.  May God hold us harmless from any further acts by these mur-
derers.  Now, we remind our leader once again, go after those mysterious camps,
or is it maybe too late?

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more
than 20 years.

By: Fuad Musa’ed Dhaifullah 

PP
eople have to work very hard
if they decide to take their
rights from their oppressive
rulers, who insist to remain
on thrones. People have to

continue struggling until all the commu-
nity members are able to enjoy their
legal rights. Otherwise, their struggle
will be meaningless, be emptied from its
real value and deviate from its specific
objectives and sought goals. It will be
merely useless speeches and essays
composed at the time of nervous reac-
tions. 

The situation requires the group of
people, who dedicate themselves to
fighting injustice and resisting oppres-
sion, to concentrate on directing efforts
toward a clear goal. It is important to
work harder in this struggle because the
ruling regime bets on weakening the
community’s memory, and makes it
unable to recollect events, and hence to
learn from the mistakes of the past. 

As the ruler manages to seduce our
memories from recollecting facts, it has
become very easy for him to divide and
rule by causing internal conflicts at vari-
ous levels and in more than one issue.
There are several forms of official viola-
tions against citizens who are supposed
to be protected from any arbitrary prac-
tices in any democratic country. Other
basic human rights have been abused in
the country thereby causing a shock on
the part of people who dream of living in
a new Yemen moving toward a better
future. 

The veteran politician and academic

Mohammed Al-Dhahiri, who is a
Professor of Political Sciences at Sana’a
University, was shocked when seeing his
name including in the list of people pre-
vented from traveling abroad at the
Sana’a International Airport. Asking the
airport officials why he is included in the
list, their answer was that he belongs to
Al-Dhale’ governorate, where President
Ali Abdullah Saleh had the less number
of votes, compared to other gover-
norates, in the most recent presidential
elections. Then the professor published
an article in Al-Nass weekly newspaper
saying, “We need Yemen to be a safe
state and not a state of heightened secu-
rity.” Other personalities included in the
list of people whom the government pre-
vented from traveling abroad, said the
same. 

Inaugurating another series of human
right abuses and the continued violations
of laws and constitutions, as well as the
international press conventions, which
Yemen committed itself to abide by, the
authorities suspended many newspapers
and blocked news websites. Once, I
asked the jailed journalist before he was
arrested about his newspaper ‘Al-Shoura
Weekly and its website’, surprisingly his
answer was: “Which Shoura do you
mean? The suspended, the confiscated
or the kidnapped, I have not remem-
bered how many Shouras suffered viola-
tions and arbitrary practices while the
journalist didn’t bear in mind that he will
be one of the kidnapped victims once
again, nor did he know that he will be
thrown in prison on charge of attempting
to put poison in the water tanks of the
army. 

Correspondent of Al-Sahwa weekly in
Al-Dhale’ governorate, Ali Al-Jaradi,
was taken to prison on suspicion of hav-
ing links with Al-Houthi followers. Al-
Jaradi shouted, “Who rules Yemen?”
And, before him, the prominent women
journalist Tawakul Karaman said, “What
a kind of regime do we have in Yemen?”
In addition, before such events, a group
of officers and mercenaries had been
besieging the house of the well-known
writer and activist Mohammed Al-
Maqaleh. 

But, what does matter here is our
emphasis that the media must play a
vital role in adopting any social issues
and tackling them without any conducts
that have no meaning. There should be
neither chains nor restrictions that hinder
media efforts from reaching possible
solutions to any persistent issues in the
Yemeni society. 

We should concentrate on various
issues that have been neglected for a sin-
gle a reason, which is allegedly ‘the
absence of a real media role to deal with
such issues. But, these issues have been
popularized and they found sincere peo-
ple, who adopt and back them, thanks to
the effective presence of media means.
Remorsefully, the media mission in
Yemen is simply represented by a limit-
ed number of newspapers and news
websites with modest equipment and
facilities. The situation necessitates
those concerned to expend hard efforts
to ensure the civil community its legal
right to own visual and auditory media
to voice public concerns and expecta-
tions in various areas. Now, I think that
we are in an urgent need for gathering

viewpoints and directing them toward
claiming the basic rights of Yemenis,
and the advocacy should continued
without any pause. 

In case free media means exist in
Yemen, it will be easy for the media to
disclose and expose the aspects of fraud,
fabrication and cheat. It will be easy for
the media to identify weaknesses and
shortcomings. The free media will able
to expose corrupt officials who waste the
nation’s wealth and resources and
embezzle public money. 

What we need is escalate our advoca-
cy for free media to convey to people
what happens in their country. We insist
on lifting any chains and restrictions on
press freedom while sincere efforts are
required for the sake of the type of
media that address issues of the Yemeni
society without any fabricated facts or
incorrect stories that mislead the public. 

Last month, we commemorated the
passage of 8 years following loss of the
late Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, who led a
life of struggle for the sake of making
Yemen ‘A good citizen in the world’.
This was his slogan during his short but
productive journey in life. As the news-
paper humbly marked the passage of 8
years of the loss of its founder, the elder
son of the deceased media pioneer con-
gratulated the Yemeni pressmen after
launching an electronic website, the first
of its kind, concerned with the issues of
Yemen and Yemenis. It is difficult for
the pirates to block or harm this website.
In the meantime, hundreds of the Late
Al-Saqqaf’s students had been advocat-
ing a Yemen of free press and a country
free of corruption flu.

By:Hassan Al-Haifi

As if things are not bad enough

Now the car bombs
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Dedicated to the late Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Media freedom is a must

II
don’t know what’s wrong with the
people who seem to have been so
impressed by the advanced tech-

nology of Uncle Sam. In my view, his
technology and satellites are nothing
but just watershed. Why? Because it
badly failed to determine whether
Saddam had developed or possessed
WMD, and secondly whether he had
had any link with Al Qaeda or
not...but we witnessed that it was just
a lie-cum-trick to occupy Iraq.
Interestingly, his satellites are unable
to focus on Israel’s nuke programme.
And now the same story he is repeat-
ing in the case of Iran’s programme.
But let’s not forget that Iran has not
had so nefarious designs as Israel has. 

According to reports reaching here,
Uncle Sam has badly stuck in Iraq and
some say Bush has asked Demos to do
something to get him out of where his

troops are fighting for their survival
rather than retain their occupation
anymore. Don’t you believe that?
Wait, wait, wait.... let me take you to
what remarked and testified by Karvin
Tillman, brother of US soldier, Pat
Tillman, who was killed in
Afghanistan, knowingly or unknow-
ingly, by his own comrades. But on
the contrary, Bush declared him as the
martyr and hero of America nation. 

Likewise, every man and child in
Iraq has turned out to be a staunch
supporter to militant groups, no mat-
ter, they are Al Qaeda, local groups or
whosoever they are, but being fully
backed by the common people. And
the wall-diplomacy adopted by Bush
is in fact to save his own troops from
the open attacks by the said groups. 

Three years back, Bush and his
allies fully rejoiced the fall of

Baghdad and then Saddam’s execu-
tion but he was unaware of the next
move of hide-and-seek-and-shoot in
the streets of Baghdad and that’s what
has given a tough time to Bush and his
troops. They are reported to have been
feeling unhappy at what’s going on
over there so far. 

Hats off to those youth who are
fighting for their national solidarity
rather than surrendering to the vested
interest of Uncle Sam. Let me ask
only one question: When a Iraqi mili-
tant is killed, he is indeed a martyr but
when an American soldier is killed, he
is termed as heroic martyr. Is that what
God wants them to fight, shed blood
and get titles like that? 

Barkatullah Marwat
marwat@kuwaitnet.com

Kuwait 

Technology of Uncle Sam

Letters to the Editor

By: Mohammed Al-Ariqi 
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t is our duty to defend our
national products, while the
government is required to uti-
lize all the accessible means
and tools to ensure that import-

ed products are without defect, an
issue that has gained significance with
trade liberalization and increased
access of the global marketplace to the
national economy. 

In order to safeguard domestic
products from a complete overhaul by
foreign imports, we have to under-
stand that many imported products are
substandard, expensive and don’t
meet the growing demand of local
consumers. 

It is the right of Yemeni manufac-
turers to express their viewpoints and
to protest the flooding of local mar-
kets with foreign products, which are
similar to the local products.
Additionally, the government is
required to protect the interests of

local manufacturers and businesses.
One of the ways in which the govern-
ment can intervene is through The
Free Trade Agreement, which gives
developing countries the right to enact
the necessary procedures for protect-
ing their products via raising customs
tariffs on imports. 

Many other countries are dedicated
to protecting their local industries as
they consider this sector a primary
component in a country’s economic
and social development. These coun-
tries are aware that local industry
helps reduce unemployment and limits
the migration of domestic capital to
other countries.

Therefore, tradesmen and manufac-
turers have to understand that the call
for regulating imports does not lead to
the monopolization of local industry,
nor do these regulations put extra bur-
dens on consumers to the sole benefit
of manufacturers. 

Competition which results from the
opening of local markets to different

domestic and foreign products is a
much-needed and highly beneficial
step to which we have to acclimatize.
At the same time, we should utilize
the protective measures of The Free
Trade Agreement in order to safeguard
local production. 

In order to remain objective, we
have to acknowledge the moderate
level of industry in Yemen and the fact
that this necessitates that the govern-
ment employ all the available means
for the purpose of fostering the estab-
lishment of factories to meet the grow-
ing demand of consumers. The gov-
ernment is required to work harder to
regulate those imported commodities
that have a negative influence on
domestic production. This includes
preventing the flooding of markets
with substandard, foreign foodtuff that
is already produced by various facto-
ries within Yemen. 

For its part, the government is not
interested in fostering competition
between main products that help drive

forward the wheels of economic
development in the country. These
products include construction materi-
als, electrical tools and cement. The
Yemeni market suffers a shortage of
these products, thereby leaving a
chance for a small number of trades-
men to monopolize the import of these
products. This has led to a rise in the
price of construction materials and
electrical tools, which has negatively
affected construction workers. 

We are in need of a balanced vision
to meet the growing demand of con-
sumers for basic foodstuff that com-
plies with quality standards and speci-
fications and is sold at competitive,
yet reasonable prices. Also, we need to
regulate the local industry in a manner
by which domestic production will be
safeguarded while at the same time
attracting foreign investment, creating
multiple opportunities to expand the
industrial base to be the pillar of the
nation’s comprehensive development. 
Source: Al-Thawra State-run Daily 

Safeguarding local economy from foreign invasion
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By: Rachelle Kliger

The Media Line Ltd

TT
he website of the Knesset,

the Israeli parliament,

makes a point of greeting

its visitors in three lan-

guages: Hebrew and

Arabic, both of which are official lan-

guages in Israel, and English for the

benefit of foreigners.

But for a large number of Israeli law-

makers, a third of this site is gibberish.

No, English is not the problem. It’s

precisely the Arabic that’s Greek to

them.

According to the Knesset website, at

least a third of Israel’s cabinet ministers

have no knowledge of Arabic at all.

While it may seem trivial, some

argue that the lack of Arabic skills

among Israeli politicians is one of the

greatest impediments to peace.

If you think that is an exaggeration,

ask Moshe Shahal, a former member of

Knesset for the Labor Party and a for-

mer negotiator.

“In my opinion, 50 percent of the

Israeli-Arab conflict is a problem of

culture and language,” the Iraqi-born

Shahal says.

Shahal, who speaks Arabic fluently,

cites a past incident to support his

premise.

It was 1984. Israel and Egypt had

signed a peace agreement five years

earlier, but there remained a dispute

over who should get Taba, an Egyptian

village in the Sinai Peninsula.

Shahal, who was Israel’s energy min-

ister at the time, recalls a conversation

he had in Egyptian President Hosni

Mubarak’s house in Egypt.

Mubarak had been surprised to hear

Shahal deliver a speech in Arabic at a

reception a day earlier.

“Mubarak began by saying, in

Arabic, ‘I heard that you spoke Arabic

with an Iraqi dialect.’ Ten minutes later

he put his hand on my hand – he was

sitting on an armchair and I was sitting

on the sofa – and he said ‘Listen, you

are the first Israeli and the only minis-

ter I can speak with as an equal.’”

Shahal was stunned. After all, he was

a low-profile cabinet minister, not a

head of state.

“I thought, maybe I didn’t under-

stand his Egyptian accent,” Shahal

recalls with amusement.

Mubarak soon clarified.

“Every Israeli who comes to talk to us,

it’s as though they take us back to the

British colonialism era in Egypt,”

Mubarak told Shahal. “They speak in

English. They’re condescending. They

tell us what to do and they don’t under-

stand the language or the culture. But

with you I can talk.”

Arabic is taught in Israeli junior high

schools but it is not compulsory in the

matriculation exams and many Israelis

graduate from the school system with

no knowledge of the language.

Of course, one could argue that the

Israelis are not the only ones who need

to make an effort to bridge the language

divide.

Sufyan Abu Zeida sits comfortably

in a hotel lobby in Jerusalem and chats

with familiar acquaintances, gliding

effortlessly among English, Hebrew

and Arabic.

When he was the Palestinian minis-

ter of prisoner affairs, Abu Zeida was

frequently interviewed in Hebrew on

Israeli radio and television stations. He

believes this was not only beneficial to

the Palestinian cause, but also for the

Israelis viewers and listeners, who got a

rare glimpse of the Palestinian point of

view, in their own language.

“I think it’s preferable for leaders on

both sides to learn the other side’s lan-

guage,” Abu Zeida says today.

There is no shortage of Israeli Arab-

speaking politicians. Ten percent of the

Israeli MPs are Arab or Druze and

Arabic is their mother tongue. Of the

Jewish lawmakers, some were born in

Arab countries and speak the language

from home. Others acquired Arabic

through the intelligence services, as in

the case of Israel’s Internal Security

Minister Avi Dichter.

Every member of Knesset is allocat-

ed an annual budget of NIS 3,200

($800) to improve their language skills.

The Knesset does not monitor how this

money is spent and the spokesman

could not specify what languages the

MPs were choosing to learn. In fact,

several MKs contacted by The Media

Line had not used this money at all.

On the Palestinian side, many offi-

cials speak Hebrew or at least under-

stand it. Before the era of satellite tele-

vision, the Palestinians were almost

dependent on Israeli media outlets for

news updates and this improved their

language skills. Some acquired the lan-

guage through working in Israel or dur-

ing time served in Israeli jails.

“The best colleges the occupation

opened for us were the jails,” Abu

Zeida says.

Ayman Daragmeh, a Palestinian law-

maker on Hamas’ Change and Reform

list, picked up a few words of Hebrew

when he was in an Israeli jail, but he

would like to understand more.

“I want to learn Hebrew, but the cir-

cumstances up until now have not

enabled me to do it,” he says. “It’s the

language of the occupation and it’s

important to learn in order to be able to

follow the Israeli media.”

There are plans to open a Hebrew

language course at the Palestinian

Legislative Council, Daragmeh says,

but this has not materialized due to

higher priorities.

Daragmeh’s affiliation with an

organization that does not recognize

Israel poses no problem for him in

learning Hebrew.

“There is nothing in our religion or

in our language that should prevent us

from doing that,” he says.

Abu Zeida thinks it is more impor-

tant for Israelis to learn Arabic than for

Palestinians to learn Hebrew, given that

Arabic is designated as an official lan-

guage in Israel.

Shahal is inclined to agree.

Israel’s neighbors have long been

opposed to the idea of a Jewish state on

the grounds that Israelis are out of place

in this region, Shahal says. He believes

the lack of Arabic skills among Israeli

decision-makers further alienates them

from their neighbors.

But not everyone believes Arabic

skills are a necessity.

Efraim Halevy has an extensive

career in diplomacy and the security

services, including four years as head

of the Mossad, Israel’s overseas intelli-

gence agency.

Halevy says he never spoke Arabic,

and never felt he was at a disadvantage

in his line of work. He does not believe

diplomats need to know the language,

either.

“It’s more important to know the cul-

ture. There are ways of overcoming the

language barrier,” he says.

Negotiating With Dictionaries

It’s at the negotiating table where mat-

ters of lingo can get complicated.

Historically, the language used in

negotiations between Israelis and

Palestinians was English. However,

talks frequently shifted into Hebrew or

Arabic, depending on the language

skills of those present at the meeting.

“The most ridiculous thing is that we

Jews and Arabs speak similar Semite

languages,” Shahal says. “Yet we

require English for communication.”

In business negotiations, the eti-

quette is to hold talks in the language of

the host country, says Neil Payne, man-

aging director of Kwintessential, a

cross-cultural consultant organization.

But the choice of language during

political negotiations is more symboli-

cally loaded.

There is no “rule” on this issue, says

Prof. Stephen Weiss, an international

negotiations specialist.

It does not have to be an all-or-noth-

ing choice, he explains. Negotiators

can change the language depending on

the language skills, the location and the

circumstances. There is always the

option of using a third language, such

as English, but this depends on how

well-versed the negotiators are in that

tongue and the parties will often resort

to using interpreters.

“Language is essential for negotia-

tions,” he says. “It’s not just a means of

disclosing information; it’s a way of

influencing the other side, understand-

ing their views and preferences. There

are all types of nuances.”

Jamal Zaqout, a former Palestinian

negotiator, says he recalls that while the

negotiations during the 1990s were

conducted in English, the more infor-

mal day-to-day discussions with his

Israeli counterparts were often con-

ducted in Hebrew or in Arabic.

The main problem of using Hebrew

or Arabic during negotiations is that the

choice of language can give one side an

upper hand. Neither side wants to be

patronized by the other, but it is also

important they all understand the

nuances.

“My assumption would be there may

be some resentment from the other side

if everything is done in Hebrew or in

Arabic,” Payne says.

Shahal said he did not feel that he

was capitulating if he chose to speak

with his counterparts in Arabic.

“I don’t see it as one side giving in to

the other. Language is a means of com-

municating. It’s unreasonable that we

are all in the heart of the Middle East

and the Arabic-speaking world and we

don’t know the language.”

Abu Zeida also believes it does not

put him in an inferior position if he

speaks with his counterparts in

Hebrew, rather than in Arabic or in

English.

“It’s not a disadvantage. It’s an

advantage for both of us. Some

Palestinians are narrow-minded and

think it’s not good, but most

Palestinians appreciate it. They hear me

speaking Hebrew fluently with the

Israelis and arguing with them. Most of

them feel proud they have a Palestinian

who can argue with the Israelis.”

Oddly enough, Shahal pointed out a

feeling of resentment among Israeli

negotiators not towards the

Palestinians, but towards their Arabic-

speaking colleagues. They can feel left

out because they do not understand

everything being said.

You say Shalom I say Salaam

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT
(TENDER NO: 5/2007)

The Geological Survey & Mineral Resources Board (GSMRB) invites manufactures or authorized

dealers of specialized and experienced companies to participate in tender (NO:5/2007) for

purchasing equipment for Telemetric Seismic Network through VSAT communication system
facilities.
Qualified and specialized companies who wish to participate in tender can obtain the tender

documents from (Purchasing section –Services and Supply Department, 

General Department of Financial &Management, Geological Survey and Mineral Resources Board

located in Al Zubari St, Asier road, near Ministry of Oil and Minerals during working hours upon

payment of a non-refundable fee of 100.00$US one hundred dollar.

The tender offer should be accompanied with the following:
1. Offers must be placed in two separate envelopes one for Technical classification and the

other for Financial classification both envelopes should be submitted in third envelope

sealed by red wax.

2. A copy of valid Tax card (with regard to local companies or Agents of foreign companies),

and the original documents must be brought for comparison.

3. A copy of valid Insurance Card (with regard to local companies or Agents of foreign

companies), and the original documents must be brought for comparison.

4. A copy of valid Commercial Registration Certificate, (with regard to local companies or

Agents of foreign companies), and the original documents must be brought for comparison.

5. A copy of registration for the purpose of sales tax according to Yemeni law.

6. A copy Al Zakatt Card, and bring the original for comparison

7. The tender offer should contain all fees & taxes to handle equipment to purchaser

warehouse.

8. To facilitate evaluation and comparison, the Purchaser will convert all bid prices expressed

in the amounts in various currencies in which the bid prices are payable, to Yemeni Rials

to the selling market exchange rates established by the Central Bank of Yemen. Date of

exchange rate of commercial bid opening.

9. A bid Bond or check payable for 2.5% of the bid offer un-conditionally valid for three

months.

The last day for the tender bid is 10.00 a.m on Saturday 21/07/2007. The
tenders will be open in public at 11.00 a.m of the same day in GSMRB, in the

presence of Tenderers or their representative who may wish to attend.

Republic of Yemen

Ministry of Oil & Minerals

Geological Survey & Mineral Resources Board

(Project upgrading of the Seismic Network for Yemen)

Yemen Seismological Observation Center, Dhamar

≈́öÊ «∞LMUÆBW «∞FU±W ¸Ær(5) ∞FUÂ 7002Â 
¢FKs ≥OµW «∞LºU•W «∞πOu∞u§OW Ë«∞∏dË«‹ «∞LFb≤OW

´s ≈≤e«‰ «∞LMUÆBW «∞FU±W ¸Ær (5) «∞FUÂ7002Â
Ë«∞ªUÅW °Ad«¡ Ë¢u¸¥b √§Ne… Ë±Fb«‹ ®∂JW Å̧b “∞e«∞w ́∂d «_ÆLU̧ «∞BMÚOW:
≠FKv «∞AdØU‹ «∞LBMFW √Ë «∞LL∏KOs «∞dßLOOs ∞∞AdØU‹ «∞L∑ªBBW «∞d«̈∂W °U∞bîu‰ ≠w ≥cÁ «∞LMUÆBW «∞∑IbÂ ≈∞v ±Id «∞NOµW
«∞JUzs ≠w ®U̧Ÿ «∞e°OdÍ -  ©d¥o ́Bd  §u«̧ Ë“«̧… «∞MHj Ë«∞LFUœÊ ôß∑öÂ ≤ºªW ±s Ød«ßW «∞AdË◊ Ë«∞Lu«ÅHU‹ ±s «ùœ«̧…
«∞FU±W ∞KARËÊ «∞LU∞OW Ë«ùœ«̧¥W (√œ«̧… «∞ªb±U‹ Ë«∞∑πNOe«‹ - Æºr «∞LA∑d¥U‹) Ë–∞p ≠w √ËÆU‹ «∞bË«Â «∞dßLw ±IU°q

ß̧r ËÆb¸… 001$ ±UzW œËô¸ √±d¥Jw ô¢dœ.

Ë¥A∑d◊ ́Kv «∞L∑Ib±Os ∞bîu‰ «∞LMUÆBW «ü¢w:
1-¢Ib¥r «∞FDU¡«‹ ≠w ±EdË≠Os ±MHBKOs ±ª∑u±Os °U∞ALl «_•Ld °∫OY ¥∫∑uÍ «_Ë‰ ́Kv «∞Lu«ÅHU‹ «∞HMOW Ë¥∫∑uÍ «∞∏U≤w

´Kv «∞Fd÷ «∞LU∞w Ë¥u{l «∞Ed≠Os ≠w ™d· ±ª∑uÂ °U∞ALl «_•Ld. 
2-≈̧≠U‚ Åu¸… ±s «∞∂DUÆW «∞Cd¥∂OW ßU̧¥W «∞LHFu‰ (∞KAdØU‹ «∞L∫KOW ËËØö¡ «∞AdØU‹ «_§M∂OW) ±l ≈•CU̧ «_Åq

∞KLDU°IW. 
3-≈̧≠U‚ Åu¸… ±s «∞∂DUÆW «∞∑Q±OMOW ßU̧¥W «∞LHFu‰ (∞KAdØU‹ «∞L∫KOW ËËØö¡ «∞AdØU‹ «_§M∂OW) ±l ≈•CU̧ «_Åq

∞KLDU°IW.  
4-≈̧≠U‚ Åu¸… ±s «∞ºπq «∞∑πU̧Í ßU̧¥W «∞LHFu‰ (∞KAdØU‹ «∞L∫KOW ËËØö¡ «∞AdØU‹ «_§M∂OW) ±l ≈•CU̧ «_Åq

∞KLDU°IW.  
5-≈̧≠U‚ Åu¸… ±s ®NUœ… «∞∑ºπq _¨d«÷ «∞Cd¥∂W «∞FU±W ́Kv «∞L∂OFU‹. 
6-≈̧≠U‚ Åu¸… ±s «∞∂DUÆW «∞eØu¥W ßU̧¥W «∞LHFu‰ (∞KAdØU‹ «∞L∫KOW ËËØö¡ «∞AdØU‹ «_§M∂OW) ±l ≈•CU̧ «_Åq ∞KLDU°IW.  
7-¥ALq «∞Fd÷ ØU≠W «∞dßuÂ Ë«∞Cd«zV (¢uÅOq ±ªU“Ê). 
8-Ë∞∑ºNOq ́LKOW «∞∑∫KOq Ë«∞LIU̧≤W ∞FdË÷ «_ßFU̧ ≠SÊ ∞πMW «∞LMUÆBU‹ ßu· ¢IuÂ °∑∫u¥q ÆOLW «∞FLö‹ «_§M∂OW ≈∞v

«∞d¥U‰ «∞OLMw °ºFd «∞Bd· «∞L∫Kw «∞BUœ¸ ́s «∞∂Mp «∞LdØeÍ «∞OLMw ËßOJuÊ ¢U̧¥a ¢∫u¥q «∞FLö‹ ≥u ¥uÂ ≠∑̀
«∞LCU̧¥n.

9-¢Ib¥r {LUÊ «°∑b«zw °u«Æl 5.2% ±s ÆOLW ≈§LU∞w ÆOLW «∞FDU¡ °AOp ±I∂u‰ «∞b≠l √Ë {LUÊ °MJw ̈Od ±AdË◊ ËßU̧Í
«∞LHFu‰ ∞Lb… ¢ºFOs ¥u±U. 

´KLUÎ °QÊ √îd ±u´b ∞I∂u‰ «∞FDU¡«‹ ≥u ¥uÂ «_•b  «∞Lu«≠o   12/ 7/7002 Â
«∞ºÚW «∞FU®d… Å∂U•UÎ ËßO∑r ≠∑̀ «∞LEU̧¥n ≠w ¢LUÂ «∞ºÚW «∞∫Uœ¥W ́Ad ±s ≤Hf «∞OuÂ

°∫Cu¸ √Å∫U» «∞FDU¡«‹ √Ë ±MbË°ONr

«∞πLNu¸¥W «∞OLMOW
Ë“«̧… «∞MHj Ë«∞LFUœÊ

≥OµW «∞LºU•W «∞πOu∞u§OW Ë«∞∏dË«‹ «∞LFb≤OW
±AdËŸ ¢Du¥d ®∂JU‹ «∞dÅb «∞e∞e«∞w «∞OLMOW

±dØe ̧Åb Ëœ¸«ßW «∞eô“‰



By: William L. Silber

MM
uch of America’s

dominance in world

finance comes from

the dollar’s status as

i n t e r n a t i o n a l

money. America’s commitment to free

capital markets, the rule of law, and

price stability confer credibility on the

dollar as a store of value. But American

spending habits have undermined the

dollar’s reputation, with the excess

supply of dollars on world markets

depressing its price. This spring, the

euro’s exchange rate against the dollar

reached an all-time high, and central

banks have increased the euro share of

their international reserves. Is the dol-

lar about to lose the crown of world

finance to the euro? 

History suggests otherwise, despite a

vulnerable dollar. 

American financial supremacy in the

twenty-first century resembles

Britain’s position in world finance a

century ago. Before the outbreak of

World War I in August 1914, the pound

sterling served as the currency of

choice for international transactions,

just as the dollar does today, and the

world’s borrowers visited the City of

London to raise capital. 

The British economist John

Maynard Keynes worried that coun-

tries would not use sterling to settle

trading balances with each other if the

pound were not viewed as a reliable

store of value. The “future position of

the City of London,” according to

Keynes, depended on the pound ster-

ling continuing to serve the business

world as the equivalent of gold. Britain

maintained the pound’s convertibility

into gold at the outbreak of the Great

War to preserve its credibility as the

international medium of exchange. 

The dollar could not challenge ster-

ling’s role as the world’s currency

without matching its reputation.

August 1914 provided the opportunity.

The biggest gold outflow in a genera-

tion imperiled America’s ability to

repay its debts abroad. Fear that the US

would abandon the gold standard sent

the dollar plummeting on world mar-

kets. 

But Treasury Secretary William G.

McAdoo secured American financial

honor in August 1914 by remaining

true to gold while everyone else,

except for the British, abandoned their

obligations. Despite the dollar’s instant

credibility, however, it took more than

a decade for America’s currency to

match Britain’s as an international

medium of exchange. Payment habits

melt at a glacier’s pace. 

Britain’s transformation from inter-

national creditor to international debtor

during the Great War gave the dollar a

second wind in its battle with sterling.

The British were forced to abandon

gold convertibility in April 1919 – a

tactical withdrawal intended to pave

the way for Britain’s return to the for-

mer $4.8665 parity with the American

dollar. Six years later, in April 1925,

Britain confirmed its monetary credi-

bility and returned to the gold standard.

But the pound had already suffered

irreparable damage. 

The experience of 1914 implies that

a credible alternative can replace an

entrenched world currency, especially

after an unfavorable balance of trade

has weakened it. But even then,

dethroning the reigning king of inter-

national exchange takes time. 

Today, the euro – a currency without

a country – lacks a long track record of

credibility. Thirteen countries in the

European Union use the euro as

money. But the commitment of these

independent political entities to the

euro cannot match the history of

America’s commitment to the dollar. 

The European Central Bank, estab-

lished in 1998, has a mandate to man-

age the new currency to maintain price

stability. But the ECB needs time to

establish its inflation-fighting creden-

tials. It cannot hitch a ride on gold, the

way America did a century ago. So the

euro must earn its reputation crisis by

crisis to confront the dollar’s domi-

nance as the currency of choice for

international transactions. 

Recent experience with the euro as

an official reserve asset is instructive.

Between 2000 and 2005, the dollar lost

more than 25% of its value against the

euro. Meanwhile, the fraction of inter-

national reserves held in euros grew

from 18% to 24%, and the dollar’s

share dropped from 71% to 66%. In

short, the euro has clearly made some

headway during this period of US bal-

ance of payment deficits, but this

reflects an evolutionary decline in the

dollar’s dominance, not a revolution-

ary regime shift. 

What might trigger a fatal run on the

dollar in world markets? While a broad

and abrupt sell-off by major foreign

holders of dollars – for example, China

– appears unlikely, a cataclysmic

event, similar to the outbreak of the

Great War in 1914, could prompt a

search for a new international medium

of exchange. In the modern era of auto-

mated payments, the upheaval might

come from a terrorist attack that under-

mines the computerized transfer facili-

ties of the world’s banking system. A

catastrophic loss of electronic records

could surely destroy the credibility of

the dollar as the international medium

of exchange. 

But exactly what would replace the

dollar under such circumstances

remains an open question. After all, a

loss of computer records would make

the euro equally suspect. Perhaps gold,

a store of value impervious to physical

distortion, could make a comeback. Of

course, one can only hope that such a

scenario remains pure conjecture. 

William L. Silber is Professor of

Finance and Economics at NYU’s

Stern School of Business and author of

When Washington Shut Down Wall

Street: The Great Financial Crisis of

1914 and the Origins of America’s

Monetary Supremacy.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2007. 
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IMMEDIATE

JOB OPENINGS

SAFER EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION OPERATIONS

COMPANY (“SEPOC”)

SEPOC is the Republic of Yemen’s leading national oil and gas Company. It is the
upstream Operator of Yemen’s premier Marib Block (18) and largest and second
largest producer of gas and oil in the country respectively.

After an impressive year of achievements, SEPOC is embarking on an aggressive
growth plan.

As part of its expansion project, SEPOC is currently seeking to expand its
workforce by hiring the following talented, qualified and dedicated professionals
who desire a fulfilling and rewarding career with a growing and outstanding
organization :

1.  Job Title & Description: Plant Operators

Education & Qualifications  Required: 
• A bachelor’s Chemical engineering from a recognized and a reputed

university.
• Fresh graduate
• Must possess proficiency in English, both spoken and written.
• Must have good computer skills
• Must possess a strong work ethic with a “can do” attitude.
• Must be committed to work in the desert.

Job Details of the above and other positions are posted on ‘Careers’ at SAFER’S
Website: www.sepocye.com .

To apply and process your application and  CVs online for the above positions,
please visit SAFER’S Website. Thank you.

Yemen puts 10 Oil Fields 

up for grabs

MM
inister of Oil Khalid Bahah

has stated that the Ministry

will launch an international

round of bids for ten oil fields next

month. The ten oil fields will be off-

shore and are deemed to have

substantial oil reserves.

Japan writes down US$ 6.45 

of Yemeni debt

JJ
apan has decided to cancel over

US$ 6.4 of outstanding debts to

Yemen in order to reduce the debt

burden on Yemen. This comes inline

with Japan’s policy to help Yemen’s

development and improve the quality

of life for Yemeni People. Japan has

canceled over US$ 31.5 during the

years 2003-2006 of outstanding debts

on Yemen.

Parliament approves revised

International Trade Law

TT
he Parliament has approved a

revised international trade law

that simplifies the

export/import procedures and enforces

an efficient monitoring mechanism that

does not hinder international trade in

Yemen. this revision was made inline

with the perquisites of Yemen’s joining

the WTO in two-years time.

Swedish companies invest in 

Power Utilities in Yemen

TT
wo Swedish companies have

signed agreements in order to

construct two factories to

producing Power Utilities such as

electric cables, power meters and

transformers. The two factories will be

constructed within two years.

Ministry of Trade Computerizes

business registration

MM
inister of Trade Yahya Al-

Mutawakel has recently

launched the computerized

program for registration of business

enterprises. The program aims at

reducing the amount of paperwork and

time needed for registration of any

business and also limits redundancies

in handling information. The system

can also provide quantitative data

around the number and nature of

businesses operating in Yemen. 

57 Enterprises microfinanced 

in Hodeida

SS
ocial Fund for developing Micro

Enterprises has funded 57 small

and tiny enterprises in Hodeida

governorate, worth over 53 million

Riyals. The enterprises would provide

employment and livelihoods for

around 250 workers, and aims at

reducing the poverty levels in Hodeida,

which is the country’s poorest

governorate.

Central Bank pumps US$ 54 million

to stabilize Riyal

TT
he central Bank of Yemen has

again interfered in the domestic

market in order to control the

devaluation of the Yemeni Riyal

against the US dollar, through selling

US$ 54 million in the domestic market,

the US$ currently stands at 199.35

Riyals.

Yemen Steps up security

SS
ources at the Ministry of Interior

indicated that security agencies

are put on high alert in order to

protect every business venture and

substantial privet-sector investment

against any threat of terrorism. The

source stated that Yemen is keen on

improving its investment climate and

will do whatever it takes towards that

end.

Hadi inaugurates

telecommunications exhibition

VV
ice President Hadi has

inaugurated Al-Jazeera 9th

Telecommunications and

Information Technology Exhibition

last Monday in Sana’a. The exhibition

showcases a number of the latest

technological products including

computers, hardware and software, and

telecommunications. The exhibition

will continue for around one week.

Business In Brief

By: Mazidah Malik

TT
he international Centre

for education in Islamic

Finance or INCEIF and

the Tadhamon

international Islamic

Bank co-organized a Forum entitled

The Islamic Financial Services

industry: The Next Big Wave. The

Forum, held at the Movenpick Hotel,

was well attended by about 100 guests

comprising staff of the Central Bank

of Yemen, Islamic and conventional

banks, insurance companies, scholars

and members from the University

fraternity in Sana’a. Mr. Ahmed

Dameem Assistant Governor of the

Central Bank of Yemen and Mr. Edi

Irwin Mahmod, second Secretary

from the Embassy of Malaysia to

Yemen were guests-of-honor at the

Forum.  

The objective of the Forum was to

highlight the phenomenal

development of the global Islamic

financial services industry that is

growing at an annual rate of 15-20 per

cent. The industry has gained

acceptance by Western countries and

has evolved to become an integral

part of the international financial

system. The Forum discussed on the

success of Malaysia in introducing

phased development of the industry

since 1983, Shariah issues in Islamic

finance, Islamic capital markets and

regulatory, tax and market

environment to support the growth of

the Islamic financial services

industry.

Mr Agil Natt, President and Chief

Executive Officer in an interview said

that there is huge potential for the

Islamic financial services industry to

grow in Yemen, given that its

population is predominantly Muslim.

Furthermore, Yemen’s strategic

location and its proximity to both the

GCC countries and Africa could see

higher investments and trade flows

given the excess liquidity from high

oil prices and strong economic growth

in the region.

Mr Fathi A. H.Saeed, Deputy

General Manager of Tadhamon

international Islamic Bank welcomes

INCEIF’s flagship programmer, the

Certified Islamic Finance

professional (CEFP) which will help

create the pool of Islamic finance

experts needed to drive innovation in

the industry, in the industry in

particular the creation of Islamic

competitive products. He agreed that

human capital development is

therefore very important and is

investing in continues training and

education for his staff.

At the sideline of the forum

INCEIF signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with the

University of Science &Technology

(UST). The MoU includes mutual and

joint cooperation in promoting and

undertaking research, training and

education in Islamic finance. Dr

Dawood A.AI-Hidabi, president of

UST, said that INCEIF is the fourth

Malaysian University that UST is

associated with; UST is now working

towards introducing INCEIF flagship

program, the CIFP to the Yemeni

market. 

In highlighting the critical role of

human capital development in global

Islamic finance, Mr Agil said that

“Human intellectual capital helps

drive innovation and sustain market

competitiveness in meeting

challenges in the Islamic financial

industry. The fast pace of innovation

in global Islamic financial services

sector has created a great demand for

experts in Islamic financial services

who have the right blend of deep

knowledge in both the finance and the

Shariah.”

IMCEIF was set up by Bank

Negara Malaysia, the central bank of

Malaysia in March 2006 to serve as a

catalyst in creating high caliber

professionals in Islamic Banking and

finance to meet the requirements of

the industry, both domestically and

internationally.

Huge potential for the Islamic Financial
Services industry to Grow in Yemen

Will the Euro dethrone the Dollar?

www.soharuni.edu.om

Sohar University
Sultanate of Oman

Dean of Business

Sohar University seeks applications from suitably experience academic 

staff for the position of Dean of the Faculty of Business.

Sohar University was the first private university in Oman and is 

affiliated with the University of Queensland in Australia. The curriculum 

for the Sohar University undergraduate degrees is modeled on the 

curriculum of equivalent degrees at the University of Queensland, and 

all courses at Sohar University are quality assured by the University of 

Queensland biannually. All courses are taught in English. 

The Faculty of Business offers undergraduate degrees in Accounting, 

Management, Management Information Systems, Marketing, and 

Business and Commercial law. The faculty proposes to offer an MBA 

program in 2007 and faculty members are active in research.

Applicants for the position of Dean would be expected to have an 

extensive teaching and research profile at the professorial level. 

Successful applicants would be offered an attractive remuneration 

package which includes salary, performance-based bonuses and 

salary increments, housing and transport benefits, free medical 

insurance, and annual repatriation to the country of origin.

Applicants are requested to forward comprehensive curriculum vitae, 

and the names of at least four academic referees to Dr. Abood bin 

Hamed |Saif Al-Sawafi, Acting Vice-Chancellor of Sohar University, 

P.O. Box 44 Sohar, P.C. 311 Sultanate of Oman. 

For short listed candidate interviews will be 

carried in Sanaa on 11th July.

Please email before 10th to 

alsawafi@soharuni.edu.om.
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“I would not forget to put candles in
my suitcase.”

Waleed Farea
New Maxico, USA.

WW
aleed is a regular
reader of Yemen
Times. He said
the above
statement when

he heard the news about the last
Cabinet reshuffle. His statement is
clear. It, however, implies different
meanings, which sound negative to
some readers and positive to the
others. It can be interpreted as a flash
back of the past of Yemen's
electricity, a spotlight on the present,
and as a foreshadow on its future.

The statement can be understood
as a flashback of the past status of the
ministry of Electricity. During the
period in which Mr. Mujawar was
the minister of Electricity, almost all
the cities evidently witnessed
continuous power cuts. Since Mr.
Mujawar could not solve such a
critical problem, he would not act
better as a Prime Minister. Because
of this, candles would not be
forgotten to be put in the suitcase
when Mr. Waleed comes back home.

Mentioning only the candles
indicates that the reader did really
suffer a lot from the power failures or
maybe from candles themselves. 

His suffering from candles is
either because of the unavailability
of the candles which do not cover the
exact needs of the everyday power
cuts. Or it is because of the bad
quality candles available in Yemen.
More candles of higher qualities will
be brought from USA. In both cases,
I think, it is the ministry of
Electricity to be blamed for not
making candles of high quality
available. 

The statement can be also
interpreted as spotlight on the
present status of the electricity. The
President once promised to
constitute electricity stations using
atomic energy. The new minister was
the President's Consultant for the
atomic power. Such a project might
have been suggested by him and up
till now nobody knows about it.

Thinking about such a project, the
new minister may neglect the old
stations of electricity. This promises
no betterment in the ministry, and
more and more power failures.

If a 'normal project' is
accomplished through out years,
then such 'abnormal project' may
need decades to be fulfilled. That
means more and more candles would
be needed. Nobody knows whether
this is included in the new plans of
the government or not. Because of
this, that reader will not forget to
bring candles for personal use and
might be as gifts for the others.

The statement may be understood
as a foreshadow of the future of
Yemen's electricity. It indicates a
worse status than before. In other
words, Mujawar succeeded in the

Ministry of Electricity, but the new
minister is expected to fail.

Mujawer has vowed to make 2007
with least power failures. This makes
people hope that there might be no
failures in 2007. But, replacing him
means he is no longer responsible for
the vow and, subsequently, the
failures system continuous worse
and worse.       

Another instance of this is the use
of the word 'candles' without a
definite article, which means that no
candles were used during Mujawar's
ministerial period in the ministry of
Electricity. Because of that, candles
seem as if new things firstly
mentioned with the declaration of
Mujawar's Cabinet.

The statement can be also
interpreted as a foreshadow in the
sense that it is like a witness of
Mujawar's success in the ministry of
Electricity and his expected success
as a Prime minister. At the same
time, it seems as if telling that the
new minister of electricity is not as
qualified as Mujawar.

The statement may carry a
different meaning. By "putting
candles in his suitcase", Waleed may
mean that he would not find any
candles when coming back. He may
think that there would be no power
failures any more. And subsequently,
no candles would be imported. The
reader may foresee a better future for
the ministry of electricity after
Mujawar replacement. And because
of that he would bring some candles
just for remembering the days of
dark nights that had accompanied
him since childhood. 

The statement can be understood
as a more hopeful foreseeing of
homeland. By bringing candles from
USA, Waleed only wants to show
consumers and manufacturers
samples of foreign industries at times
Yemen consumes only locally-made
products. That is to say, Mujawar
would encourage local industries so
that there would be no imported
industries. The candles from the
USA would be only for contrast to
encourage manufacturers to make
candles of the same high qualities.

There might be other
interpretations of Waleed's
statement, but these are enough for
justification since the general tone
sounds negatively. This is only a
single voice of someone abroad, so
how would be the voices of a nation
that is daily forced to drink the
bitterness of darkness of the past and
present situations. It is really hoped
that this voice is heard by those 'to
whom it may concern' to think
through the mind's eye for practical
solutions not for the past or the
present but at least for the coming
future of such a 'poor nation'.    

Majed Thabet Al-kholidy is a writer
from Taiz, currently doing his M.A. at
English Dep, Taiz Uni. He is an ex-
editor of English Journal of the
University.
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By: Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy

majed_thabet@hotmail.com

Waleed’s candles

and the bright future

By: Mohammed Jarhum
m.jarhum@gmail.com

TT
o be a Yes Program student,
I think, is a privilege for
many students .That means
we have the chance to take
part in a preparation course

here in Yemen, namely in the
AMIDEAST, for few months before
leaving to the USA, the dream of many
people to visit , live , work, or study. 

We were many students from differ-
ent schools and from two governorates,
Sana'a, the capital city, and Aden, the
commercial port of the country, where
good education is provided in compar-
ing to other governorates all over the
country. In fact, the competition was too
hard to be selected to have the opportu-
nity to study and live for one academic
year in the USA. 

Fortunately, I have been accepted to
participate in this program. I remember
that I had mixed feelings i.e. I was
happy to pass the competition to be dis-

tinguished among many who wished to
get the chance to study there. However,
On the other hand, I was somehow wor-
ried and wondering about many ques-
tions, how can I live in a different soci-
ety with a different culture? How are
they going to accept me as a guy from a
different world? Is it safe to live there
because of the movies which I used to
watch, and which show a very risky and
unsafe society? 

Anyway, last August With love and
tears, we left our families and homes, 32
students, boys and girls flied to
Washington DC via Frankfurt. It was
not my first experience to travel abroad
because for several times I have been
outside to many parts of the globe but
all that trips were with the family for
vacations, just to have fun and to have
rest after hard time of work or study, but
this time it is totally different.  

At the beginning in the airports, in the
plane and in the hotels, it was fun; I was
with all friends and fellowship mates.
Later, they sent everyone to a different

State. That was the more suffering and
painful part of the story.

I was supposed to go to Kansas, but,
at the last day, the family which had
agreed to host me apologized. Another
family hosted me for a while in Virginia
and then I have been sent to stay with
another in West Virginia. 

The Family has 5 children. The
youngest one 10 years old, lives with his
mother, the ex- wife of my host dad, and
spends the weekends with us. It was not
the first time that the family had host a
student from the YES Program.
Actually, I was the fifth one, I shared the
room with Justin, 15 years old. At the
beginning, we could not get well along
but his father handled the matter equal-
ly 

The purpose of the program is to
spread peace between the United States
and other Middle-eastern as well as
Asian and African countries. This pro-
gram was presented to the US Senate
after the events of 9/11 by Senator Ted
Kennedy, Senator of the State of

Massachusetts, and Senator Richard
Lugar, Senator of the State of Indiana. 

In fact, when I spent my year in USA,
I had a lot of adventures, and I learned a
lot about the American history, the
American society, and the most impor-
tant one is the peaceful American peo-
ple.  I am very proud of myself for rep-
resenting my country as a young
Ambassador, like we were taught in
AMIDEAST's before-departure orienta-
tion.  

And now that I've came back, I eager-
ly want to encourage as well as help the
new pre-departure students to carry on.
From my experience I think it’s a very
successful program, and we were told in
Washington D.C. that the number of
countries and students, participated in
this program, increase every year. I
wouldn’t doubt it. For, it is very hilari-
ous/ you learn a lot and you meet a lot
of friends. So, all I have to say is that
this program is an awesome program
and it, for sure, did change my view of
the west.

By: Nasser Alhamami 
hamamin20010@yahoo.com 

• If u TREAT him nicely, he says u
are IN LOVE with him;

• If u Don’t, he says u are PROUD. 
• If u DRESS Nicely, he says u are

trying to LURE him;
• If u don’t, he says u are from

VILLAGE.
• If u ARGUE with him, he says u

are STUBBORN;
• If u keep QUIET, he says u have no

BRAINS.
• If u are SMARTER than him, he'll

lose FACE;
• If he's Smarter than u, he is

GREAT. 
• If u don't Love him, he tries to

POSSESS u;
• If u Love him, he will try to

LEAVE u. (very true huh?)
• If u tell him your PROBLEM, he

says u are TROUBLESOME;
• If u don’t, he says that u don't

TRUST him.

• If u SCOLDS him, u are like a
NANNY to him;

• If he SCOLDS u, it is because he
CARES for u.

• If u BREAK your PROMISE, u
Cannot be TRUSTED;

• If he BREAKS his, he is FORCED
to do so.

• If u SMOKE, u are BAD girl; 
• If he SMOKES, he is

GENTLEMAN..
• If u do WELL in your exams, he

says it's LUCK;
• If he does WELL, it's BRAINS ... 
• If u HURT him, u are CRUEL; 
• If he HURTS u, u are too

SENSITIVE!! & sooo hard to
please !!!!!

• If u send this to guys, they will
swear that it's not true.......but if u
don't, they say u are selfish..... 

The moral of the story is.......
SEND THIS TO GUYS OUT THERE
ANYWAY....
Send it to girls also, gives them some

laughter.

By: Abdulnasser alabdali

abdul_nasser12@yahoo.com 

To say it's name is to taste it!

Taiz.

My home

My Roots

Wearing beauty like a bride

Fresh from her wedding day

Be witching those who view her

To be separated from Taiz

Is like being wrenched from my

lover 

A place of learning.

Deep culture and thoughts

Reflected like Oynx

In the jewels of it's architecture

High in the mountains 

Perched like a Gazelle

Crystal waters flow through it's veins

Life blood for this beautiful city

A gift from Allah's tears

To describe my home in just one

page

Is an impossible task

So I leave you just a glimpse

A twinkling of smiling eyes 

A sensual glance 

The rest you wed to discover

yourself

By: Amal Ahmed Al-Hamzi

WW
omen represent an
i m p o r t a n t
component in life
without whom life
loses its balance.

They are the real factor of
civilizations, whenever and wherever
these civilizations take place. Further,
women are the most significant and
indispensable piller for the
constitution of successful generations.

However, in the pre-historic age,
that is the age of ignorance, women
were regarded as slaves. They were
marginalized and underprivileged.
Incredibly and inhumanly, those
ignorant people believed that woman
is the devils companion; they
believed so out of a blind and social
tradition.

After a long period of downbeat

and darkness, the shining sun of Islam
rose up and covered all the humanity
by its justice. As a result of that, a new
normal life revived in favor of
women, who got all the rights they
deserved, they worked in several
fields such as households, trade,
education, army, etc. As an instance,
our prophet's wife, khadiga, was a
great trader as well as a housewife.

Nowadays, after the revolution of
knowledge, people in the Arab world
ascertain the proverb that says
“History repeats itself.” They go
backwards and behave as pre-historic
men towards women. They insist that
women should stay home.

In conclusion, we need not to forget
that the freedom of speech, thought,
and work is there for all to practice.
Moreover, women must be taken into
consideration to exploit their gifts and
talents.

By: Riyedh Ahmed
rm_keradi@yahoo.com

EE
ducation matter started ris-
ing and increasing in many
countries as well as the
modern countries such as:
Germany, France, and USA

while this case has become a main con-
cern in their election process for the
political organizations. It has also
become ranked in their top priorities
where they set resolutions and solutions
for any crisis that comes up associated
with the Education step by step to solve
it permanently. While in the developing
countries, education problems pile up
which makes it extremely hard to work
out because of the heavy load. The gov-
ernments in these countries (ex. our
country) attempt to draw policies and
plans, aiming to develop and improve
the education.

Most of these plans are not applied
and locked in cabinets (put aside in
boxes). What is spent in Yemen for the
education sector is approximately 30%
of the country budget overall. The big
piece goes to salaries to instructors and
staff working in the department who
exceed 300,000 in total. In Yemen, for
example, there is a big need for a nation-
al conference and a participation that
involves all the academic personalities,
political parties, and the local communi-
ty organizations to study, research the
educational situation, and to come out
with a general view to develop our edu-
cation foundations.

The size and the type of the problem
can’t be explained in this article in
details but I will bring up a small com-
parison between secondary school sys-

tems here and in the United States,
where I passed the exam with a 95% per-
centage, without the usual terrified and
anxious experience the normal tester
here experiences when taking the annual
exam. 

The injustice of the high school diplo-
ma grades is another factor for the fear
and anxiety the students go through
annually nowadays. As a result of the
cheating problem that our testing system
is facing, a majority of students end up
with final grades that don’t belong to
them or a made-up grade that equals the
amount they paid (you get what you pay
for). By observing the amount of articles
that many local newspapers, with
diverse interests, write about this prob-
lem, the reasons, and the disadvantages
indicate how sensitive it is to our com-
munity especially in the last month
before the finals. Knowing that this
problem is widely and publicly spread in
the rural parts of the country, there have
never been any real attempts to stop, and
cure this infection as well as to prevent it
from happening.    

I wish very much from the adminis-
trative leadership in the ministry of edu-
cation who visit continuously the mod-
ern countries such as the United States to
benefit from the experience of these
nations and implement it in the local
level in our country. This implementa-
tion could change gradually either in the
governorates capitals level or in some
selected schools. Knowing how success-
ful these countries in education will
encourage this new experience and sys-
tem to us to improve the Yemeni institu-
tions.    

In this article, I will talk about the
American school system from my per-

sonal viewpoint and from different
angles such as: 
- Building and equipments: It pro-

vides a good and comfortable envi-
ronment for students. Cleanness and
neatness of the building is a signifi-
cant rule in all public schools. Each
teacher has their own classroom
where students go from a class to
another each period. All classrooms
are provided with necessary equip-
ments that students might need such
as: computers to print, internet as a
source of information, writing uten-
sils, books and a mini-library, and so
on. 

- Teachers: they come up with a per-
sonal syllabus and course outline for
their students according to their
department. They make their own
rules and students are expected to
follow them all. 

- Core Curriculum: Students choose
what to take in a degree plan that the
student counseling department make
for them. The choose whether to
take art or science this semester or to
have it later on. The more students
take in the early high school years,
the more chance to graduate a
semester or a year earlier.     

- Student activities: students are
encouraged to do a certain amount
of hours a week of service for the
community. The students are to
choose what to do with some regula-
tions and planning from the school
to be well organized. Any student
can form his/her own student organ-
ization/club if it doesn’t contradict
with the school and state law. 

- Grading system (evaluating the stu-
dent): Final high school graduating

grade is calculated through the four
years of high school. Unlike in
Yemen, the final exam at the end of
school is 20% maximum or even
less of the student’s year GPA
(total). If the student didn’t do well
in a year, it would not decrease his
GPA that much. That way, students
try to student and do well in all the
years so they end up with a good
final over all GPA. 

- Exams: They are not something to
lose sleep worrying about them by
students. Teachers try to evaluate
their students by other tools such as:
projects, homework, attendance,
class questions, and behavior. By
having many test in each semester,
one test doesn’t count too much
against the student.

- Alternatives for the high school
diploma: The schooling system in
the states provides another good
alternative for students to succeed in
their education. They have the
choice whether to study for four
years or to pass an exam that’s called
GED which includes: Mathematics,
Science, and English. 

In the president Ali Abdullah Saleh’s
election program, during his campaign
for the presidential elections last year, it
stated the following regarding the educa-
tion issues:
1. Develop the general education qual-

ity in all the educational levels
2. The good care and support of the

excellent students in their study
3. Establish an independent national

center to evaluate the educational
projects

4. Develop and improve the school
curriculum 

Education crisis: What have we done?

How beautiful it is!

The problems with GUYSWomen's work

A YES Program Graduate



وظائف شاغرة

• مطلوب موظفات تسويق.
للتواصل: 425935

باحثون عن وظيفة
من  هندسة  دبلوم   - ابراهيم محمد   •
جامعة صنعاء - يجيد اللغة اإنجليزية 
من  تدريبية  دورة   - ونطقاً  كتابة 
يجيد   - قطر  في  الشرطة  أكاديمية 
 windows &( الكمبيوتر  استخدام 
Excel( - معرفه بالمواد السامة وغير 

السامة وكذلك بالمواد العادمه 
 -  711186058 للتواصل: 

01/600551 - 712386058
 - الكترونية  هندسة  •بكالوريوس 
جيد  مستوى   - اتصاات  تخصص 
في اللغة اإنجليزية - اجادة استخدام 
برامج الميكروسوفت - يبحث عن عمل 
مجال  أي  أو  التخصص  مجال  في 

مناسب
للتواصل: 712789195 - •بك آداب 
 - كمبيوتر  صيانة  دبلوم   - انجليزي 
دبلوم برامج تطبيقية فوتوشوب - خبرة 
في المراسات التجارية - السكرتارية 

- الترجمة - الكمبيوتر - اإنترنيت.
للتواصل: 711143948

هندسة  بكالوريوس    - عبداإله   •
حاسوب - يجيد اللغة اإنجليزية كتابة 
ونطقاً - خبرة في المراسات التجارية 
اإنجليزية - عمل لسنوات في تنصيب 
وبرمجة شبكات صيانة الحاسوب - من 
أهم البرمجيات التي صممها وبرمجها 
 : )Oracle - Visual Basic( بلغة
نظام شركة أدوية - نظام صيدليات - 
نظام مدارس - نظام محاسبي متكامل 
- نظام مخزني - نظام مكتبة - نظام 

مستلزمات كمبيوتر(
للتواصل: 777909690

• خليل العزاني - دبلوم صيدله - خبرة 
يرغب  المجال -  لمدة سنتين في هذا 

في العمل في مجال تخصصه 
) في شركة أدوية أو صيدلية(.

للتواصل: 71182334
بمادة  متخصص  مدرس   - •سليمان 
اللغة العربية لجميع المستويات وخاصة 
إعطاء  يريد   -  )12-9( من  الفصول 

دروس خصوصية وبأسعار مناسبة.
للتواصل: 733946335

مجال  أي  في  العمل  في  ترغب  •فتاة 
المؤهات:   - اختاط  ودون  نسوي 
- تخصص  الجامعة  في  حالياً  تدرس 
في  شهادات  عدة   - إنجليزية  لغة 
في  شهادات  عدة   - اإنجليزية  اللغة 
السكرتارية -  الكمبيوتر - دورات في 
واأشغال  المهارات  في  شهادت  عدة 
 - يدوي(  سجاد   + )كروشية  اليدوية 
باللغتين  الكمبيوتر  على  الطباعة  تجيد 
استخدام  تجيد   - واإنجليزية  العربية 
مدى  على  اانترنيت - خبرات مختلفة 
عشر سنوات في مختلف المجاات من 
أعمال سكرتارية إلي تدريس إلى ورش 

أعمال وأعمال تنظيمية
للتواصل: 713103509

كيمياد  بكالوريوس   - نعمان  عمار   •
صنعاء(  )جامعة  ـ  العلوم  كلية   -
النفط  وزارة  في  تدريبية  دورة   -
في  وكذلك  )المختبرالمركزي(  اليمنية 
المواصفات والمقاييس وضبط الجودة 

اليمنية.
للتواصل: 77048670 - 

01/678850
• صبري محمد عبده - خريج جامعة 
 - والبرمجة  الكمبيوتر  علوم  في  عدن 
خبرة أكثر من ثاث سنوات في مجال 

خبرة   - السياحة 
سنتين  من  أكثر 
الماحة  في مجال 
يجيد   + البحرية 
 - اإنجليزية  اللغة 
العمل  في  يرغب 

في  أي مجال.
للتواصل: 733577556
عقارات  

 - حده  الموقع:   - فله  •لإيجار: 
مساحتها 14 لبنه - مكونة من 5غرف  
غرفة   + ومطبخ  وحمامين  صالة  مع 
حارس مع حمام - الحوش دائري يسع 

عدة سيارات 
اإيجار: 800 دوار شهرياً

للتواصل: 777408711
 - لبنه   14 مساحتها   - فلة  للبيع:   •
اأول  الدور   ( أدوار  ثاثة  من  مكونة 
شبة  الفلة   - كامل(  أرضي  بدروم 
مشطبة من الداخل - الموقع في مكان 

ممتاز جداً في شارع حده 
قريب من الفندق.

للتواصل: 734455649
حجر  عمارة  •للبيع: 
 10 المساحة   - مسلح 
مع  دور  من  مكونة   - لبن 
فتحات وشقة  وثاثة  بدروم 
يتسع  وحوش  الخلف  في 
الموقع:   - سيارات  لعشر 

اأصبحي الجديد
للتواصل: 777408711 

اتصاات  محل  للبيع:   •
على شارع رئيسي وبسعر 
مناسب جداً )خمس كبائن( 

مع ااكسسوارات.
للتواصل: 733206453

مفقودات

محمد  وليد  يٌعلن   •
الصعفاني  حسن 
عن ضياع استمارة 
العامه  الثانوية 

2003 - 2002
من   على  يرٌجى 
اإتصال  يجدها 
التالي.  الرقم  على 

 711953467

إعانات مبوبة 115 July, 2007

طوارىء الكهرباء 177، طوارىء الشرطه 199، 
اإطفاء 191، طوارىء المياه 171، 

اإستعامات 118، حوادث )المرور( 194، 
الشئون الخارجيه 202544/7، الشئون الداخليه 252701/7، الهجرة 

250761/3، وزارة المواصات )تلفون( 7522202، 
 اإذاعة 282061، التلفزيون 332001/2،

مؤسسة الباصات للتنقل داخل المدن 262111/3، 
وزارة المواصات 325110/1/2/3، السياحه 254032، 

  الصليب ااحمر 203131/3، تليمن 7522227
           

البنوك $             

بنك اليمن والخليج        فاكس:260824  ت: 967-1-260823
فرع عدن :ت/ 237829- 2. فاكس/237824
البنك التجاري       ت: 277224    فاكس : 277291

مصرف اليمن البحرين الشامل      ت: 264775,264702
                                    فاكس: 264703,503350

بنك اليمن الدولي            ت: 407030 -01       
البنك العربي                ت:  276585/2 -01

بنك التسليف الزراعي       ت : 01-563813
البنك المركزي:             ت: 274314 -01 

تأجير سيارات v
زاويه ) Budget( ت: 3096180506372   فاكس: 240958

يورب كار    ت: 270751               فاكس: 270804
هيرتز لتآجير السيارات   صنعاء    ت: 01-440309

                                    فرع شيراتون  ت: 545985              
                                   عدن  ت :02-245625 

                     

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر

آبتك لتعليم الكمبيوتر)تركيز على اانترنت، مناهج، تجارة إلكترونية( 
  

شهادة ايزو 1.                     
                                 صنعاء  ت: 01-468305
                                   فاكس : 407419 - 01 

                    عدن ت: 20-237199    
                   تعز ت: 04-250343 

                                   المكاء ت: 05-307492
             

Infinit Education        T :444553         
ت: 445518/7-442073 NIIT   لتعليم الكمبيوتر 

              

            
البريد السريع

                          صنعاء     ت: 440170/67    
            الحديده      ت: 34982
             إب         ت: 411988

                      المكا      ت: 302641 
                              شبوه      ت: 202326

                      سيئون    ت: 402469

 DHL :441099/8/7/6  

   أرامكس   صنعاء    ت: 441024/5
         عدن   ت:243124    تعز    ت: 213489  
        المكا  ت: 309190   الحديدة ت: 219643

 T      شحن وتوصيل
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 

               Tel : 01-531221/531231

النسيم للشحن والتوصيل        ت: 407905
ت:1-444550،441935 ورلد لينك   

مستشفيات +

مستشفى الثورة         ت: 01/246967-66
المستشفى الجمهوري    ت: 01-274286/87

ت: 412981 -01 مستشفى حدة اأهلي 
ت: 600000/602008 -01   المستشفى االماني الحديث  

فاكس: 418116                 
E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com   

فنادق
فندق فرساي        ت: 2 /425970/1 -01

فنق شيراتون        ت: 237500 -01
فندق موفمبيك       ت: 546666 -01     فاكس: 546000

فندق تاج سبأ       ت:272372 -01
فندق رياكس ان    ت: 449871 -01

فندق وأجنحة الخليج السياحي 
                         ت:  602135/8 - 602355 -1

0

هد معا
معهد يالي   ت: 448039-3/4/ 445482  فاكس:448037          

معهد اللغة األمانيه     ت: 200945
المعهد البريطاني للغات والكمبيوتر   ت: 266222               

                                      فاكس: 514755    
معهد كاروكوس   ت:    532434/5   فاكس :  532436    
معهدأيكتك      ت: 240833 - 510613   فاكس: 265537

شركات للتأمين

الوطنية للتأمين  ت :272713/272873   فاكس:272924
مأرب للتأمين              صنعاء ت: 206129/8/13

الشركة اليمنية اإسامية للتأمين وإعادة التأمين  
          صنعاء ت: 284193،

                                   عدن ت: 244280
   تعز ت: 258881

شركة اليمن للتأمين     صنعاء ت: 272806/272962/43
           عدن ت: 247617

                          تعز ت: 250345

مدارس
مدرسة رينبو                 ت: 414-026/424-433

مدارس صنعاء الدولية      ت: 370191/2    فاكس:370193
مدرسة التركيه الدوليه       ت: 448258/9

مدرسة الماجد اليمنيه       ت: 206159

سفريات j
النسيم للسفريات                   ت:    270750

العالميه للسفريات والسياحه        ت:   4411589/60  

مطاعم
مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني   )باسم محمد عبده الشيباني(

تلفون : 266375 - 505290   فاكس : 267619

 لإشتراك في هذه المساحة اإتصال على

 تحويلة 211  268661 

مك
ته م قا ر ا

مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني

صنعاء - شارع حده - أمام مركز الكميم التجاري
تلفون: 266375 - 505290

فاكس : 267619
ص.ب : 5465

Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye

 باسم محمد عبده الشيباني
Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax: 267619

P.O Box: 5465

Highly qualified 

hairdresser required

Please call : 

734321603 or

01 - 443519

Required 

Immediately نسعى لتقديم اأفضل واأحسن ي مجال اإستثار العقاري

     مكتب أحمد محسن امريسي
     للخدمات العقارية

حدة - احي السياسي -اأصبحي -  بيت بوس
 سيار:733802855 -مكتب:679166

لإيجار
 دورين وملحق في الدور الثالث بمدينة اأصبحي الجديده

الدور اأول: 4 غرف ، حمامين،صاله ومطبخ مجهز بالدواليب
الدور الثاني: جديد ، 4 غرف، حمامين ، صاله كبيره ، مطبخ مجهز 

بالدواليب.
الدور الثالث: جديد ، 3 غرف كبيره ، حمام وسطوح.

حوش يسع 3 سيارات - قريب جداً من شارع اأربعين "المفروشات"
اإيجار الشهري: 700 دوار.  $700.00

للبيع
 فيا جديده ، دورين في حده ، حجر دائري ، تشطيبات درجه أولى. ديوان 

، 4 غرف ، صالتين ، مطبخ مجهز ، غرفة حراسه ، حوش يسع 5 سيارات، 
على شارع ااتجاه الشمسي جنوباً .

سعر اللبيع: خمسه وأربعون مليون ريال.45،000،000

كوبون لاعانات الشخصية المجانية  (كل ااعانات الشخصية بدون أي مقابل)

❏   بيع       ❏  شراء       ❏  إيجار    ❏  إستئجار   ❏ طلب وظيفة   ❏  وظائف شاغرة       ❏ غير ذلك
تفاصيل ااعان: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------عنوان التواصل: ------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

 قص هذا الكوبون وارسله إلى صحيفة يمن تايمز  على فاكس 268276  او على صندوق بريد  2579 - صنعاء 
لمزيد من المعلومات اتصل ب (ت 268661/2/3)  

لإعان في هذه الصفحة يرجى اإتصال على الرقم التالي 268661 /01 وإرسال اإعانات المجانية على فاكس01/268276     
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EE
very day when he goes

to buy sweets and

chocolate from the

neighborhood store,

Aziz dreams to earn so

much money that he could one day

buy the whole shop. Although Aziz

Qanaf is barely 12 years old, he

decided to make his dream come true

even if partially. This smuuer, Aziz

embarked on the first step in his way

to becoming a businessman. 

During summer vacation, children

have more free time in their hands.

Many Yemeni children enjoy the sum-

mer in playing and entertainment. But

others especially in the old areas, try

to use their time in doing some thing

of benefit to them. In the first days of

the summer vacation, they start brain-

storming about what they can do. “To

be a Businessman” is the most attrac-

tive idea for many children who are

actually from the middle or poor fam-

ilies’ incomes. 

This is the starting bud of summer

business-children. But this however is

somewhat limited to boys who are

more business oriented than girls.

Once the idea is concrete, with

assistance from their parents, kids

start to plan the implementation.

While, girls are happier with either

playing or staying home helping their

mothers in domestic chores.

Thinking business 

These projects make children think

about their future in an organized and

serious way. They spend time plan-

ning for what to do and how to start

the project. Some times, they ask their

parents for advice, while some go

directly to the real businessmen in

their neighborhoods, such as the

shopkeepers.

Identifying the business location is

the first step in the project. Some can

rent or build a small shop for starting

their business. While others who can’t

afford such luxury use card wood

boxes to put the goods in them and

launch off their career as street ven-

dors. The later business-children limit

their goods to one or two things such

as eggs or potatoes.

Emad Ali, 13 years old, started his

business with his father’s support who

gave him 10 thousands YR to finance

the project. Emad used a small room

in his neighbor’s house. “Every day I

pay 20 YR as a rental for the room

and now I earn every day about one

hundred.” Emad proudly said.

Social relations and strong competi-

tion 

It is amusing to see children compet-

ing amongst each other in the busi-

ness world at a very early age. They

open their small shops one next to the

other and strive to win the customers.

They use many attractive tactics

through making discounts or luring

people at an early hour. There is also

publicity and badmouthing the com-

petition.

Business children realize that by

building relations they can ensure a

successful business. Hence, they

lobby in groups, each group promote

their young businessman. Some

enthusiastic business children start off

an early hour of the day and go from

door to door knocking on their neigh-

bors and offering their goods for sale.

“Some time, I ask my brother to

sneak a peak a look in other shops and

see what goods are not there, and I go

to buy them to be get an edge over the

others by selling unique goods,” an

amused Emad said. 

Sociology studies indicate that imi-

tating older people is considered a

behavior children acquire from their

environment especially from family

and friends.

“The nature of the child is to be

curious about what is going on around

him or her. A child always likes to

investigate new things in his life and

tries to practice them.” Qyaid Al-

Sharjabi, professor in sociology at

Sana’a University, Art collage noted. 

He added: “Unconsciously, a boy

uses his father or an older masculine

figure as a role model. And all the

time, he tries to imitate him.” 

“Children who like to create busi-

nesses and spend their free time gen-

erating income are likely to have a

bright future and their families have

to give more attention to them.

Parents have to encourage their

children through both education and

developing their talents and skills.”

Al-Sharjabi advised.  

However, many children prefer to

spend the holiday improving their

skills through studying a new lan-

guage or gaining computer skills.

Such children are generally the cus-

tomers of the business children.

Luckily for the real businessmen,

children practice do business only

during holidays. At the end of the hol-

iday, Aziz and the other business chil-

dren conclude their business and

close their shops until the next holi-

days, when they may start their next

projects with new ideas and dreams. 

“I only like to spend holiday doing

business, but when school starts, I

focus on my studies,” Aziz conclud-

ed.
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It’s money time for business children

A moment for a business child when he is busy with his customers. He happily presents them with his goods.

By using simple tools, a business child sells his goods which he keeps in a card wood boxes.
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (97): ‘Thank you’
wishes

MM
ore than a mere expression of gratitude,
thanks imply the giver’s humility,
responsiveness, sense of appreciation and

largeness of heart.
• This message comes to thank you in a warm and

special way because the kindness you’ve shown is
appreciated more than words can say

• A note to say ‘Thank you’ for your help at the time
when it was most needed - All I’ve to say is ‘I’m
touched.’

• Thanks for putting my benefit before your
comfort. Thanks a ton.

• A special ‘Thank you.’ You make lots of people
happy by showing that you care, by being warm
and thoughtful and truly glad to share. You make
lots of people happy by being full of fun, by
always doing your part when there’s something to
be done, by keeping promises you make, by
always coming through. You make lots of people
happy and this brings many thanks to you.

• This brings the warmest ‘Thank you’ that a
greeting can express to tell you that your kindness
brought so much happiness.

• All that you’ve done for me... and all the concern
and thoughtfulness you’ve done it with... only
proves that you’re one of the few selfless people,
who are very hard to find in today’s times. What
you did was truly incredible. Thank you very
much.

• Thank you for being the reason for so many
smiles, in our organization.

• A warm note of thanks being sent your way.
There’s something about you that sets you apart, a
special something that lives in your heart called
thoughtfulness. You have a certain way of pleasing
others very much, a certain way of doing things
with just that special touch... The pleasure that
you’ve brought is more than you could ever know.
That’s why this brings more thanks to you than
words could ever show. Thanks a lot.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. Applications have risen this year by as many as

50%.
2. I see often my friend.
3. Dr. Ezaz is in Yemen a teacher.
4. We had always to wear a uniform at school.
5. I very admire her innocence.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. ‘How are you?’ ‘I’m very well, thanks.’

Note: When ‘fine’ means ‘well’, it is an
ungradable adjective.

2. The agitation was mainly concerned with
working conditions.

3. I felt confident that I would pass the exam. Or
I felt confident about my passing the exam.

4. He was not sufficiently aware to understand the
situation. Or He was not aware enough to
understand the situation.

5. I haven’t got enough cash on me to pay the bill.

III. Increase Your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word
1. The heavens and all that is in them
2. Of public revenue
3. Splitting or division of one cell into new cells
4. Tailoring or dressmaking person who cuts out,

fits, and alters garments.
5. Abnormal emotional attachment to a person.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. Apparatus for holding back solid substances in

an impure liquid passed through it: filter
2. Closing scenes of an opera: finale
3. Gay and elegant dress or appearance: finery
4. Artful or delicate way of dealing with a situation:

finesse
5. Not yielding when pressed: firm

(B) Words often confused
Bring out the difference in meaning of the
following
1. impunity, immunity
2. haggle, higgle, hassle
3. compose, compile
4. exhausted, exhaustive
5. incapable, unable

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. naturism (n) (the practice of living without

clothes.  It is also known as nudism): Naturism
is inconceivable in civilized societies.
naturalism (n) (the idea that art and literature
should show the world and people scientifically
and exactly as they are): Naturalism was one of
the characteristics of the 20th century American
novel.

2. wife (n) (married woman): My wife teaches
English in India.
waif (n) (homeless and abandoned children or
animals): They have set up a charitable trust for
waifs and strays.

3. vacation (n) (weeks during which universities
and law courts stop work): I travel to India
during the summer vacation.
vocation (n) (special aptitude for something): He
has great vocation for teaching.

4. exceptional (adj) (unusual; out of the ordinary):
Such cold weather is exceptional for June.
exceptionable (adj) (that which can cause
someone to take exception): The film is quite
suitable for children to see; there’s nothing
exceptionable in it.

5. ceremony (n) (a special formal, solemn, and
well-established act used for marking an
important social or religious event): The
wedding ceremony was attended by many
guests.
function (n) (a large or important gathering of
people on some special occasion): The President
has to attend many official functions on the
Unification Day.

(C) Synonyms and Antonyms
i. Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the
one given at the top
1. stable

a. uniform b. fluctuating
c. permanent d. unvarying

2. explicit
a. clean b. implied
c. obvious d. unambiguous

3. advocates
a. lawyers b. experts
c. recommenders d. loyalists

4. managed
a. performed b. maneuvered
c. trained d. organized

5. pretensions
a. claims b. access
c. apathy d. permissiveness

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word Synonym

1. insinuate suggest
2. leonine lion-like
3. model paradigm
4. nightmare frightening dream
5. stable unvarying

ii. Antonyms
Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to
the one given at the top
1. oversight

a. omission b. observation
c. inattention d. dishonesty

2. pedestrian
a. equestrian b. driver
c. hawker d. none of these

3. protract
a. retrace b. distract
c. curtail d. expose

4. poignant
a. sharp b. sweet
c. dull d. sad

5. perennial
a. occasional b. permanent
c. frequent d. rare

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word Antonym

1. marine land
2. modesty ostentation
3. nervous fearless
4. overt secret
5. obese thin

(D) Spelling
Choose the correctly spelt word
1. a. abnormal b. obnormal

c. abnurmal d. abnormel
2. a. abaulish b. abolish

c. abollis d. abolise
3. a. obominable b. omomeenable

c. abominable d. abauminable
4. a. aubortion b. abaurtion

c. aborshion d. abortion
5. a. obreast b. abrest

c. abraest d. abreast

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. abdomen 2. aberration
3. abeyance 4. abhor
5. ablution

(E) Phrases and idioms
Use the following in sentences
1. paddle one’s own canoe
2. off one’s trolley
3. make (someone’s) day
4. quick off the mark
5. the fast lane

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. run (something) up the flagpole (to put forward

an idea to see how people react to it): I would
like to run my ideas about a cultural fete up the
flagpole in the next staff meeting

2. play for time (to delay a decision or action to see
if conditions improve): He is playing for time
before accepting the job.

3. over the top (too much, excessive): Using such
harsh words for students is over the top. 

4. be rushed off one’s feet (to be extremely busy
with no time to rest): He was rushed off his feet
on occasion of his daughter’s marriage.

5. that’s flat (that is final, there is to be no more
discussion or argument): The exam dates have
been announced, and that’s flat.

IV. Grammar and Composition
A. Grammar
Choose the correct prefix from the following list to
make the opposite of the words below

non-   un-   in-   il-    mis-    im-    dis-    ir-
pack, sense, expected, cooked, agree, legal, spell,
probable, proper, regular, possible, correct, likely,
lucky, dependent, usual

B. Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the maxim

123. IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions
122. HE WHO HESITATES IS LOST

Single-minded determination coupled with
consistent effort is the hallmark of a vibrant, dynamic
and integrated personality, which lead him on the
path of success. On the other hand, qualities of
brooding, wavering and procrastination are
symptoms of a sick mind, a split personality lacking
the vital qualities of self-control. For instance,
Shakespearean tragic hero Hamlet is gifted with
passion and vitality, but is plagued by a brooding
intellect which breeds hesitation. His famous
soliloquy  “To be or not to be, that’s the question’
clearly expresses height of his indecision about
“Whether it is nobler in the mind to suffer the slings
and arrows of an outrageous fortune. Or to take arms
against a sea of troubles and by opposing end them”
reflects his divided mind and contains the seeds of
tragedy. So we should take a sound decision,
carefully fix our objectives, taking into account all
relevant aspects of the matter, stick to it boldly,
firmly and passionately, and then advance without
looking back. There may be difficulties, barriers,
stumbling blocks. But given an iron will, all these
would soon melt away like mist in the morning sun.
But if one is divided in his mind, then one is likely to
lose the battle of life. In the ultimate analysis,
focused, undeterred action constitutes the core of a
healthy life force, whereas hesitation signals a dismal
disease and is the root of a downfall.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran
Now then hath come unto you a clear (sign) from
your Lord, - and a guide and a mercy: then who
could do more wrong than one who rejecteth
Allah’s Signs, and turneth away therefrom?” 

—S6:A157

VI. Food for Thought
“Peace is more important than all justice: and
peace was not made for the sake of justice, but
justice for the sake of peace.”

— Martin Luther King
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TT
eaching listening skills is
one of the most difficult
tasks for any ESL teacher.
This is because successful
listening skills are acquired

by second language students over time
and with lots of practice. It is frustrating
for students because there are no listen-
ing rules, as in grammar teaching, for
becoming a good listener. Even speak-
ing and writing have specific exercises
that can lead to improved skills. This is
not to say that there are not ways of
improving listening skills. However,
they are difficult to compute. 

For effective listening, one of the
greatest inhibitors is often the students’
own mental block. Many times it so
happens that while listening, a student
suddenly decides that he or she doesn’t
understand what is being said. At this
point, many students just tune out or get
caught up in an internal dialogue trying
to translate a specific word or expres-
sion. Some students convince them-
selves that they do not possess the abili-
ty to understand spoken English well,
and thereby create listening problems
for themselves.

The key to helping students improve
their listening skills is to assure them
that at the initial stage of ESL listening,
it is alright if they do not understand
everything. This is more of an attitude

adjustment than anything else, and it is
not easy for many students to accept
this. A lot of teacher support is essential
to convince students that they need not
understand everything that is said in
English. Another important point is that
the students need to listen to English as
often as possible, but for short periods of
time. 

Let us use an analogy: Imagine you
want to get in shape. You decide to begin
jogging. The very first day you go out,
you plan to jog five kilometers. But you
would very soon realize that it is not an
achievable target. If you somehow man-
age the five kilometers the first day,
chances are good that you will not soon
go out jogging again. Fitness trainers
have taught us that we must begin with
short distances. If you begin jogging
short distances and walk some as well,
over time you can build up the distance.
Using this approach, you’ll be much
more likely to continue jogging and get
fit. 

Students need to apply the same
approach to listening skills. Encourage
them to watch an  English movie, or lis-
ten to English programs on TV or radio,
but not to watch the entire film or listen
to English programs for as long as they
continue. They should listen frequently,
and listen for short periods - ten minutes
or so. This should continue for some
time. Even if they don’t understand any-
thing, ten minutes is a minor investment.

However, for this strategy to work,
students, and teachers as well, must not
expect improved understanding too
quickly. The brain is capable of amazing
things if given time. Students must have
the patience to wait for results. If stu-
dents continue this exercise over two to
three months, their listening comprehen-
sion skills will greatly improve.

The most important thing is to listen,
and that means as often as possible. The
next point is to find listening resources
which are interesting and appropriate for
the students. 

Kalyani Samantray

Associate Professor of

English

S B Women’s College,

Cuttack, India

k25samantray@yahoo.co.in

A simple teacher tells,
An average teacher explains,
A great teacher inspires.

AA
re teachers the makers of
the nation? Is teaching
giving or taking? A
teacher is like a parent in
the elementary school, a

brother in the intermediate or high
school and an elder brother or a father
in the university. Teaching is a mission,
not a job. Teacher’s role is to care and
educate through observing, organizing,
imparting and facilitating knowledge
and life-based skills and activities. 

A good teacher is the one who main-
tains warm relationship with students,
listens to them carefully and respects
their views and ideas. As an eternal
learner, a successful teacher finds the
topic he teaches everywhere. He cares
for them as relatives of today and
friends of the future. He never belittles
them or underestimates their abilities.

This may vary according to students’
race, sex and grade level. Because stu-
dents look at the teacher as a model to
be followed, a teacher has no choice but
to be careful of every word or gesture
for learners scrutinize their every
move. They take a test once a month
but he is under a daily test. 

Teacher-student relationship emerges
out of the multidimensional facets of
the role of the teacher as a social work-
er, a teacher, a preacher, a consultant, a
guide, a leader, a researcher, etc.
Teachers surpass parents with their
words and behavior that remain as sign-
posts for students and form turning-
points in their life. Teachers shape
learners’ personalities, leave a lasting
impression on them and affect their
achievement. Research findings indi-
cate that students’ perceptions of
teacher behaviors affect learning out-
comes. Teacher talk, as part of teacher-
student interpersonal behavior, affects
students’ likes and dislikes of the topic
and correlates positively with their
achievement. Praise, acceptance and
respect for students’ point of view yield
high performance unlike negative feed-
back, reprimands, restrictiveness and
criticism that harm learners’ “face” or
honor. Teachers who have strained rela-
tionship with students tend to show
negative authority, ignoring, belittling,
harassing, shaming, and excluding stu-
dents’ participation and involvement.
Teachers sometimes say ‘yes’ while
they mean ‘no’ only as a form of polite-
ness to save ‘face’ which misleads the
students.

Dr Ayid Sharyan
(Associate Professor)
Department of English, 
Faculty of Education, Sana’a
University, Sana’a
ayids@yahoo.com

Teaching listening for
better communication 

Teacher-student relationship

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2



TT
here is no second opinion
that assessment and evalua-
tion of the pedagogical
process is of vital impor-
tance. Some educationalists

argue that in the absence of  functional
assessment education is meaningless.
Some go a step further and say that a
well formulated education incorporates
an effective process of  evaluation which
acts as  washback on the enterprise of
teaching and learning. Yemeni schools
are characterized by a process of evalua-
tion called inspectorship. If we cast a
cursory look at the functional aspects of
this system, we are appalled by a dismal
scenario. Many of those so-called
inspectors have rendered themselves
useless and have proved themselves to

be invalid for use.
It is a paradoxical situation. Who

evaluates whom? Many of those inspec-
tors lack experience and  evaluation
skills. Luckily for them, they, for one
reason or another, managed to escape
into this convenient mould to avoid the
work as school teachers. Some of them
don’t even hesitate to work as bus driv-
ers, some as qat sellers, and so on. They
are no more educators worth their
names. How come such a person, who
left education behind, goes into a class-
room and assesses the teacher who has
been working hard with chalk and black-
board for a long time. 

Hats off to the Minister of education
who  recently strongly asserted that
those ill-qualified inspectors, and there

are many, should go back to their
schools and get experienced and mature
enough  to become valid for use as effec-
tive evaluators. Only by then can they

have the credentials to go into a class-
room, observe the teacher and give
remarks and recommendations that are
dependable and taken as remedies for
the ailing educational system.  The field
of education is in no need of such cor-
rupt and invalid people.  Only those who
can bring some tangible learning divi-
dend to the field of education can be
looked upon and be considered to be
veritable educators with a certain degree
of professionalism. 

What actually happens through the
recent hotch-potch assessment system is
deplorable. All the so-called inspectors
manage to do is that they pay a visit to
the schools, have snacks, a pleasant chat,
and with an etiolated small hand-written
note “ seen with thanks” they sign on the

lesson-plan record of the teachers. Few
go into the classroom and observe the
class but seldom give remarks or sug-
gestions aiming at improving the way of
teaching or class management. I bet one
to ten that teachers in the field are
smarter and more reliable. Worse
enough is the fact that some of the
inspectors ask for cash or kind for trans-
portation from the teachers. Otherwise,
they negatively report to the head office.
Poor are those pupils who stand up hail-
ing such corrupt people when they show
up.  

As  part of my work as an MA
researcher, I met some English teachers
in several schools who honestly told me
that they had never been visited by any
of those inspectors, particularly those

schools situated in the suburban or rural
areas. They only meet at the qat market
or at their homes and casually talk about
their classes. It’s ridiculous, isn’t it?
Assessment should be based on observa-
tion, meeting students and the teachers
as well as positively participating in the
activities of learning and teaching; not
by  writing reports sitting at home or in
the souks. 

To put it briefly, the process of assess-
ment and evaluation of teachers has been
given willy-nilly to a cadre of unreliable
incompetent inspectors. They have
brought in disgrace, tediousness and
dullness to their job. They have had no
regard for professional ethics, nor the
progress of  teaching and learning. They
are really valid for no use.
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School inspectors: Valid for no use

ELT Panorama

Dear learner friends,

II
n the last letter I suggested a few
things such as reading the name
boards, watching and listening to
English broadcasts in order to
better your learning. You should

do them in addition to attending classes
regularly and participating in all the
classroom activities. Sometime ago,
when I visited the Social Welfare Basic
Education School in Taiz with my
friend, Mr Abu Taleb, who teaches
there, I was pleased to see how a few
blind learners participated in the class-
room activities in order to learn
English. Another important thing you
should do to better your learning is to
read in English. There is no substitute
for reading. Read anything and every-
thing. Read in Arabic and English.

Even a scrap of paper on the roadside
with something printed in English can
be your reading material; take it and
read it. Once when I was walking on the
street, I found a scrap of paper on the
way with a picture and I picked it up; it
was a torn piece of an English newspa-
per published in Singapore, probably
used for parceling a sandwich.
Surprisingly, the scrap had the address I

was looking for  a long time; it was the
address of an institution where one of
my teachers was working. See how rag
picking helps! It doesn’t mean that you
should pick up all the scraps on the
roadside.

Read whatever comes your way,
good, average, excellent materials. One
of the biggest advantages students in
private institutions have is that they
read a lot. I have seen very young chil-
dren reading comics on their way to
schools on the buses. One of the west-
ern traditions most of us have picked up
is to read to our children bed time sto-
ries. Educated mothers can be of great
help in this regard to their children; they
can read a page from a comic or story to
their children everyday before they go
to bed, a nice way to learn, is n’t it?

Reading, if practiced for a long time,
becomes infectious; you can’t but read.
In India, it is often told that retired offi-
cials lose their cool if they don’t have
their morning coffee and the newspaper
to read; some of them get upset if the
newspapers don’t appear at their
doorstep early in the morning. Believe
me or not, one of my colleagues in
India has a small library in his toilet;
such  love for reading!

Reading is the best way to learn
English for Yemeni learners, because
you hardly have the opportunity to lis-
ten to or speak English that too with
good users of English, but you can read
good/native English as much as you
like and as and when you like. More in
my next letter. Good luck.
Let your learning make you richer

than those that haven’t learnt.
Yours affectionately, 

Dr M N K Bose

Prof. M.N.K.Bose 

Professor of English, 

Faculty of Education, Taiz

mnk_bose@hotmail.com

A letter to the learners of English: 4

Reading is infectious

Strategies
Once the students have begun to listen on
a regular basis, teachers and students
both might still feel frustrated by limited
understanding. What should you do? 

Here are some pieces of advice I give
my students: 

• Listen for the main idea of the con-
versation. Don’t concentrate on detail
until you have understood the main
ideas. 

• Do not translate everything you
hear into your mother tongue. 

• Accept the fact that you are not
going to understand everything. 

• Keep cool when you do not under-
stand - even if you continue not to under-
stand for a long time. 

I remember the problems I had in
understanding spoken French when I had
been to France for the first time. In the
beginning, when I didn’t understand
most of what I listened to, I unconscious-
ly started translating words in my mind.
This approach usually resulted in confu-
sion. After a while, I discovered two
extremely important facts. Firstly, trans-
lating creates a barrier between the lis-
tener and the speaker. Secondly, most
speakers repeat several times what they
have said. By remaining calm, I noticed
that even if I missed out many things, I
could usually understand in general what
the speaker had said. I discovered some
of the most important things about listen-
ing comprehension. 

Translating creates a barrier between
the listener and the person who is
speaking
While you are listening to another person
speaking in a foreign language (English
in this case), the temptation is to immedi-
ately translate everything into your
native language. This temptation
becomes much stronger when you hear a
word you don’t understand. This is only
natural as we want to understand every-
thing that is being said. However, when
you translate something into your native
language, you are taking the focus of
your attention away from the speaker and
concentrating on the translation process
taking place in your brain. This would be
fine if you could put the speaker on hold.
In real life, however, the person contin-
ues talking while you translate. This situ-
ation obviously leads to less -not more-
understanding. I have discovered that
translation leads to a kind of block in my
brain which sometimes doesn’t allow me
to understand anything at all! 

Listen for the message
Think for a moment about your friends,
family and teachers. When they speak in
your native language, have you noticed
that they repeat themselves? They, of
course, don’t repeat word per word. If
you notice carefully, you would find that
they repeat the general idea. When you
speak in your mother tongue, you too do
the same. That means that whenever you

listen to someone speaking, it is very
likely that s/he will repeat the informa-
tion, giving you a second, third or even
fourth chance to understand what has
been said. 

By remaining calm, allowing yourself
to not understand every word that is
being said, and not translating while lis-
tening, your brain is free to concentrate
on the most important thing: understand-
ing the message/ information in English.

Listen to something you enjoy
The greatest benefit of using the media to
improve your listening skills is that you
can choose what you would like to listen
to and as many times you would like to
listen to it. By listening to something you
enjoy, you are also likely to learn a lot of
essential vocabulary. This is indeed a
bonus. 

Listen for the key expressions
Key words or key phrases help you
understand the main ideas. If you under-
stand ‘Sana'a’, ‘university’, ‘course’,
‘last year’ you can assume that the person
is speaking about a university course in
Sana'a last year. This may seem obvious
here, but when you are actually listening
to someone, understanding the main idea
always helps you in understanding the
details as the person continues to speak. 

Listen for the context
Let’s imagine that your English speaking

friend says “...I bought this beautiful
reesa last week. It was a little expensive
than most reesas I have but I bought it to
wear it to my cousin’s marriage.” You
certainly don’t understand what a reesa
is. If you focus all your attention on get-
ting the meaning of the word reesa, you
might feel discouraged. However, if you
try to understand the word in context (i.e.
the situation explained during the con-
versation) you probably will understand
it without much problem. It demonstrates
what you need to focus on: not the
word/s that you don’t understand, but the
words you do understand. Using the
known words, you can manage to get the
meaning of the unknown words.

Summary
It might seem to you that my ideas on
how to listen encourage you to not under-
stand everything. This is absolutely cor-
rect. One hundred percent understanding
is something to work towards and not to
expect of yourself initially. Listening
needs a great amount of practice and
patience. Do not get scared when you do
not understand. If you keep your cool,
you will be surprised by how quickly you
begin to understand natural spoken
English. 

Repeated listening is the most impor-
tant way to improve your listening skills.
Enjoy the interesting programs aired by
the media, and listen to good speakers as
often as you can.

A good teacher who maintains good
relationship with students is the one
who inspires students with his
warmth, businesslike orientation,
enthusiasm, flexibility, and pleasant
personality. He motivates them with
his consistency, organization, and
focus on academic activities. He
rarely comes late or unprepared. He
expresses concern about the learning
process through lesson planning. He
looks at them as manifestations of
himself. He has an ability to give a
personal touch to each student. His
course includes a variety of materials
and learning opportunities that are
life-based skills and strategies.

A good teacher does not treat the
class as a whole but identifies indi-
vidual students in order to help, and
make them feel different. He is not
grim but makes jokes (within the
students’ values and norms). He
gives preferential treatment to group
leaders, high achievers, creative
artists, promising scholars, computer
wizards to enhance individual differ-
ences.

A good teacher is careful to inform
himself of students’ previous knowl-
edge before presenting new material.
He establishes relationships between
course material: theory and practice.
He stimulates interest for the subject.
He knows and presents the content
well. He explains the principles and

basic concepts clearly with happi-
ness and enthusiasm. He stimulates
class participation and encourages
personal reasoning and involvement.
He is readily available to answer
questions. He is punctual and fair in
distributing grades. 

Such qualities of a good teacher
promote a strong teacher-student
relationship. But too much warm
relation is likely to breed unhealthy
conclusions and misunderstanding
on the part of students. Strong rela-
tionship is necessary, but it should
not exceed the limit and become a
sort of euphoria. While a teacher
talks or answers questions, some stu-
dents misunderstand teacher’s affec-
tion or cordiality. Due to youth or
immaturity, they tend to read mean-
ings to any smile or leniency on the
part of the teacher. Sometimes it
goes to the extent of ending in mar-
riage; at other times, it becomes a
lifelong romance leading to building
castles in the air on one or both sides.
Young teachers at the beginning of
their career may fall in such traps
and may not be able to define precise
limits of teacher-student relation-
ship; they get carried away with their
emotion. However, a great teacher
remains the one who inspires, influ-
ences and strikes a balance in his
relationship with students that lasts
for a long time.  

Continued from page 1

Teaching listening for better communication Teacher-student relationship

II
t is now a cliche that ‘Translators
must be bilingual and bicultural.’
As a matter of fact, there is a great
relationship between translation
and culture. Cultures indeed affect

translators and make them keep in touch
with the nature of languages which they
work on. Before knowing this relation,
we must ask ourselves ‘What is a cul-
ture?’ In fact, culture is what people have
to learn as distinct from their biological
heritage. It is not a material phenomenon
as some people may suppose. Culture
doesn’t only consist of things, people,
behavior, or emotions. It’s rather an
organization of these things. Culture then
is the form of things that people have in
their minds, so culture is the totality of
knowledge, proficiency and perception. It
is the connection with action, events and
behavior. I remember a definition sug-
gested by the great translator Peter
Newmark in which he differentiates
between three types of language: person-
al, universal and cultural. Newmark
(1988) states, ‘I define culture as the way
of life and its manifestations that are
peculiar to a community that uses a par-
ticular language as its means of expres-
sion’.

In this sense, culture is the umbrella

under which come many things in a soci-
ety, including language. That means cul-
ture depends to a large extent on language
use. So language is, obviously, an integral
part of culture. In other words, no lan-
guage can exist unless it is rooted in the
context of culture; and no culture can
exist without the structure of the lan-
guage. Translators must, therefore, know
this strong interconnection between lan-
guage and culture.

Let us examine the following English
sentences and understand their literal
meaning:

‘It rains cats and dogs’
‘I’m totally broke’
‘He is a boy of today’
‘Lend me your ears’
‘I know him like the back of my hand.’

If we try to translate these five sentences
literally, we will be completely wrong.
Sky can’t rain cats and dogs, but it rains
heavily. No one can be broken like a piece
of stone. The man of today is an inexperi-
enced man or a man who lacks experi-
ence. When you know someone like the
back of your hand that means you know
him well. When someone is totally broke,
that means he is totally bankrupt.

In our Yemeni culture, people say
someone is in his uncle’s house, and that
means he is in prison. 

It goes without saying that translation
is controlled by culture, and when we
translate we transport not only words
from one container to another, but from
one culture to another. Translators are
basically required to make culture famil-
iar to readers, by means of changing the
foreign language culture into the native
language culture in translation. As
Robinson emphasizes, culture is untrans-
latable, which implies the impossibility of
a total translation. 

WW
hen the second semes-
ter begins, students of
level-4, Education start
moving from pillar to
post in pursuit of valid-

ity of their research instruments which is,
in a way, a test of their competence and
professional equipment. Why do they
intend to be validated? Do they, thereby,
like to be sure of their knowledge and
expertise? Are they of the opinion that
this validity will enable them to encash
the market which is completely based on
the materialistic attitude to life? When the
students of Education are found bewil-
dered, forlorn, hunting for their imposed
supervisors. I am, sympathetically,
reminded of these words of T.S.Eliot :

“I have lost my passion: why should I
need to keep it

Since what is kept must be adulterated?
Then, what is the use of this validity? It is
quite essential rather inevitable before
you face the challenges of time; you must
check your validity. Validate yourself!
Life is tough; you must be rough; think of
how to get enough. You had been in this
University for  the last four years. You
met several teachers-Yemenis, Iraqis,
Syrians, Sudanese and Indians. You have
your own opinion - sometimes clear,
sometimes blurred, sometimes certain,

sometimes uncertain. You are the future
of the Republic of Yemen; you have to
pose yourself as a successful teacher. The
best teacher is he who knocks at the door
of the mind. If the door refuses to have a
ray of light; a teacher will either thrash
himself or thrash you out. Hence, validity
is a must. But the big question is how to
validate? A student of Education has her
own opinion, very smart and highly
provocative. She came with her remark,
“Shakespeare did not know English.”
Why do people or the  teachers of English
regard him the best dramatist? How? It’s
totally fabricated notion or a concocted
myth. The girl says that Shakespeare
writes “To be or not to be”. Where does
the grammar lie? No subject, no verb and
no arrangement of complement. English
is a very logical, scientific language.
Perhaps Shakespeare never studied gram-
mar. Another girl suffers from the prob-
lem of finding difficulties in understand-
ing poetry. She remarks as to why the
English poems have been prescribed if
they are difficult to be understood. On the
whole the scenario is very disturbing and
the fact remains that the students of level-
4, Education have to validate themselves.
But, how? Time will validate them and
they will feel proud how time came for-
ward to validate them. But, what’s time?
An untold story without any conclusion,
waiting for waiting’s sake. Is it waiting
for Mr. Godot? The answer again is found
in T.S. Eliot when the poet concludes:

“ I have lost my sight, smell, hearing,
taste and touch: 

How should I use them for your closer
contact?”

Nobody knows or everybody knows:
“For I have known them already,

known them all:
Have known the evenings, mornings,

afternoons,
I have measured out my life with coffee

spoons”.

Cultural correlates
of translation

Let me say something

Dr..Mohammad Ejaz Alam

Asst. Professor of English

UST, Sana’a

dr_ejaz@rediffmail.com
Mohammed A. Khoshafah 

Ibb University

khoshafah22@yahoo.com

Abu Talib

English teacher and MA

researcher at the Language

Centre, Taiz university



TT
he term “Multimedia” is
often used extensively in
our daily activities due to
the advancement of mod-
ern technology in human

life. Modern technology has utilized
the concept of multimedia to facilitate
human interactions with many elec-
tronic devices today. Multimedia tech-
nology has experienced huge develop-
ment in parallel with other develop-
ment of science and engineering disci-
plines. Multimedia is now utilized in
various areas such as Education,
Entertainment and so forth.

In general, multimedia can be cate-
gorized into any com-
bination of text,
graphics, art,
sound, ani-
mation and
v i d e o
with links
and tools
that let
the user
to navi-
gate, inter-
act and
communicate
with the comput-
er. Multimedia may
be divided into linear and
non-linear categories.
Linear active content pro-
gresses without any navigation
control for the viewer such as a cine-
ma presentation. Non- Linear content
offers user interactivity to control any
progress on project or presentation as
used with a computer game or in self-
paced computer-based training. 

Features of multimedia
Multimedia presentation may be
viewed in person on stage, projected,
uploaded to website or played locally
with a media player. A broadcast pro-
gram may be a live or recorded multi-
media presentation. Broadcasts and
recordings can be based either on ana-
log or digital electronic media technol-
ogy. Digital online multimedia may be
downloaded or streaming.

The various formats of technological
or digital multimedia may be intended
to enhance the user’s experience, for
example, to make it easier and faster to
deliver/convey information. Enhanced
levels of interactivity are made possi-
ble by combining multiple forms of
media content. Online multimedia is
increasingly becoming object-oriented
and data driven, enabling applications
with collaborative end-user innovation
and personalization on multiple forms
of content over time.

Examples of these range from multi-
ple forms of content of web sites like
photo galleries with both images and
title user updated, to stimulations,
events, illustrations, animation or
videos, allowing the multimedia
“experience” to be altered without
reprogramming.

Importance of multimedia
Multimedia is a fast emerging technol-
ogy that will be extremely important to
life in the twenty-first century. In fact,
multimedia is changing the nature of
reading itself. Instead of limiting users
to the linear presentation of text as
printed in books, multimedia makes
reading dynamic by giving words an
important new dimension. 

In addition to conveying meaning,
words in multimedia serve as triggers
that readers can use to expand the text
in order to learn more about a topic.
This is accomplished not only by pro-
viding more text but by bringing it to
life with sound, pictures, music, and
video.

Multimedia in entertainment
Multimedia elements are currently
being used in entertainment industry
especially to develop special effects in
movies and animations. In research

and development, virtual reality also
uses multimedia content a lot. 

Applications and delivery platforms
of multimedia are virtually limitless.
Multimedia games are a popular pas-
time and so are software programs
which are available either as CD-
ROMs or online. Some video games
also use multimedia features.

Multimedia applications that allow
users to actively participate instead of
just sitting by as passive recipients of
information are called Interactive
Multimedia. In the Arts there are mul-
timedia artists, whose minds are able
to blend techniques using different
media that in some way incorporate
interaction with the viewer. Another
approach entails the creation of multi-
media that can be displayed in a tradi-
tional fine arts arena, such as an art
gallery.

Multimedia in education
In Education, multimedia is used to
produce computer-based training
courses (popularly called CBTs) and
reference books like encyclopaedia
and almanacs. A CBT lets the students
go through a series of presentations of
text about a particular topic or subject
and associate them with illustrations in
various information formats. 

The development of multimedia
technologies offers new ways in edu-
cation today, in which learning can

take place in school, college, univer-
sity or at home. Multimedia tech-

niques enable teachers to have
access to multimedia learning

resources, which support
constructive concept

development. This
will allow the
teacher to focus
more on being a
facilitator of
learning working
with individual
students. 

Such provision
has the potential to

reduce the need for sub-
ject-specific teacher

expertise and reduce the need
for the traditional transfer of students
from primary to secondary schools.
Extending the use of multimedia learn-
ing resources to the home represents an
educational opportunity with the
potential to improve the students
tremendously.

Multimedia will also help in spread-
ing the information age to millions of
teachers / learners who have not yet
used the computer. Multimedia educa-
tional computing is one of the fastest
growing markets in the world today.

Some of the great benefits of using
multimedia techniques in learning are

- Students are alowed to function as
designers.

- Multimedia tools are used for ana-
lyzing the world, accessing  and inter-
preting information, organizing their
personal knowledge, and representing
what they know to others.

- Multimedia applications engage
students and provide them with valu-
able learning opportunities. 

- Students are empowered to create
and design rather than absorb represen-
tations created by others.

- Students are encouraged to have a
deep reflective thinking in learning.
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1. What is ‘laconic’?
2. What is meant by ‘duck soup’?
3. What does the phrase ‘to speak

with a forked tongue’ signify?
4. How is the expression ‘off the

wall’ used?
5. What is the meaning of

‘germane’?

Suggested answers to the previous
issue’s questions
1. When we call someone an

egghead, it means we disapprove of
him/her because he/she is much too
interested in theory and abstract
ideas rather than practical action.

2. ‘Piping hot’ means very hot.
3. ‘Quinquennial’ means ‘lasting five

years’ or ‘recurring every five years.’
4. ‘Nullipara’ means ‘a woman who

has never borne a child’.
5. The phrase ‘between Scylla and

Charybdis’ means to be between
‘two dangers such that avoidance of
one increases the risk from the
other.’ If one is the frying pan, the
other is fire. If you are between
Scylla and Charybdis, you are
between the devil and the deep sea.

ANY GUESSES?

Sharpening your child’s mental equipment

Six major
thinking skills 

OO
ne of the simplest and
easiest ways to develop
kids’ thinking skills is
by wording questions in
the right way. When

teachers and parents learn to ask ques-
tions that stimulate kids’ thought
processes, learning can be fun for
children of all ages. 

Whether we are conscious of it or
not, different types of questions
require us to use different kinds or
levels of thinking. According to
Bloom’s Taxonomy, a widely recog-
nized classification system, human
thinking skills can be broken down
into six categories. Click below to
find out more about each category and
what you can do to help your child
improve her thinking skills. 

Knowledge, comprehension, and
application are more concrete think-
ing skills. Analysis, synthesis, and
evaluation require more abstraction
and are known as critical thinking
skills. 

Knowledge
Knowledge involves remembering or
recalling appropriate, previously
learned information to draw out factu-
al (usually right or wrong) answers. 

Asking the right questions:
Use words and phrases such as: how
many, when, where, list, define, tell,
describe, identify, etc., to draw out
factual answers and test your child’s
recall and recognition skills. 

Sample questions:
How many eggs in a dozen?

When was Abraham Lincoln presi-
dent? 

Comprehension
Comprehension involves grasping or
understanding the meaning of infor-
mational materials. 

Asking the right questions:
Use words such as: describe, explain,
estimate, predict, identify, differenti-
ate, etc., to encourage your child to
translate, interpret, and extrapolate. 

Sample questions:
Explain how an egg becomes a chick-
en.

What important events occurred
during the years Lincoln was presi-
dent? 

Application
Application involves applying previ-
ously learned information (or knowl-
edge) to new and unfamiliar situa-
tions. 

Asking the right questions:
Use words such as: demonstrate,
apply, illustrate, show, solve, exam-
ine, classify, experiment, etc., to
encourage your child to apply knowl-
edge to situations that are new and
unfamiliar. 

Sample questions:
What do an egg and the shape of the
globe have in common? Can an egg
grow into a cow?

How did Abe Lincoln’s personal
views on slavery fit with the events of
the time? 

Analysis
Analysis involves breaking down
information into parts, or examining
(and trying to understand the organi-
zational structure of) information. 

Asking the right questions:
Use words and phrases such as: what
are the differences, analyze, explain,
compare, separate, classify, arrange,
etc., to encourage your child to break
information down into parts. 

Sample questions:
What is one difference between eggs
laid by a frog and a chicken?

Compare and contrast some signif-
icant contributions made by presi-
dents during the 1800s. 

Synthesis
Synthesis involves applying prior
knowledge and skills to combine ele-
ments into a pattern not clearly there
before. 

Asking the right questions:
Use words and phrases such as: com-
bine, rearrange, substitute, create,
design, invent, what if?, etc., to
encourage your child to combine ele-
ments into a pattern that’s new. 

Sample questions:
What might happen if a cow laid
eggs? Knowing what you know about
egg-laying animals, what could you
say about animals that don’t lay eggs?

What if Abe Lincoln lived today?
What problem might he solve? 

Evaluation
Evaluation involves judging or decid-
ing according to some set of criteria,
without real right or wrong answers. 

Asking the Right Questions:
Use words such as: assess, decide,
measure, select, explain, conclude,
compare, summarize, etc., to encour-
age your child to make judgements
according to a set of criteria. 

Sample questions:
What do egg-laying animals have in
common?

What might have happened if Abe
Lincoln never lived? What are some
ways that history might be different? 

The use of critical thinking is one
of the most valuable skills we can
pass on to our children. Gifted chil-
dren, especially, tend to take mental
leaps and you might notice that they
use synthesis and evaluation without
teaching or prompting. Supporting
and nurturing these skills is crucial to
the development of strong academic
and lifelong problem-solving skills. 

Remember, the most important
thing is to have fun with these skills.
When kids enjoy discussions with
their parents and teachers, they’ll love
to learn. 

Source: school.familyeducation.com

Prof. M.N.K.Bose 

Professor of English, 

Faculty of Education, Taiz

mnk_bose@hotmail.com

DD
istance education or

education through cor-

respondence is not new

in Yemen, there are a

few universities offer-

ing courses through correspondence.

Though I am not fully aware of these

programmes, I would like to point out

that Distance Education, (hereafter

DE), is an immediate need for Yemen,

because of the facilities it offers and

the advantages it has, especially for

Yemen. The Hon’ble Minister for

Higher Education Professor Bassurah

has rightly stated in his recent article

in the Yemen Times (12 March 2007)

that each university in Yemen can con-

centrate on one special area of knowl-

edge depending on the needs of the

people and the resources available in

that area; this will enable each univer-

sity to pool all its resources and human

power to offer the best programmes in

that area of knowledge, leaving the

other areas to other universities. There

will be a few inconveniences such as

cost effectiveness of courses and stu-

dents, especially the girls, wanting to

specialize in an area traveling to far-

ther places where such courses are

offered. But the quality of the courses

available in each university in this sys-

tem overrides all considerations of

inconveniences.

DE can offer a solution to this prob-

lem. The universities can offer science

courses such as Marine Sciences,

Agricultural Sciences, Space Sciences,

Nuclear Sciences etc , each university

concentrating on one of them whereas

the humanistic or social sciences such

as Language and Linguistic Studies,

Islamic Studies, Quranic Studies,

History, Geography, Sociological

Studies, Psychological Studies etc can

be offered through DE by an Open

University, as it is done in several

countries successfully. It is possible to

offer these courses through distance

mode as they do not involve the use of

laboratory to a large extent and a large

number of students can be taught

through DE. Moreover, DE will be

less expensive and cost effective.

In most of the universities in

Yemen, the Departments of English

are the most populated ones, housing

large numbers of students; this creates

problems of space in most of the uni-

versities forcing the authorities to have

classes till late in the evening. In addi-

tion, the recent ‘muazi’ attraction com-

pounds the problem of space and most

of these classes in the evenings or at

odd hours. DE can be a solution to this

problem, if these courses are offered

through distance mode effectively.

DE has other advantages for Yemen.

According to Professor Bassurah,

about 60% of the secondary school

graduates discontinue their studies for

some reasons, most of whom are girls.

The main reason for girls discontinu-

ing their studies is that they get mar-

ried and settle down and most of these

married girls are not allowed to con-

tinue their studies as they have to go to

colleges for their studies. DE can be a

panacea for them, opening up opportu-

nities for them to study at home; if the

courses offered through DE are job-

oriented, the husbands of these girls

would encourage them to study, as the

recent trend in Yemen seems to be to

send the wives to work to enhance the

family income. In several surveys, it

has been found that married women,

who have discontinued their studies

for some reason, are desirous of study-

ing (according to the reports about

illiteracy and women’s education in

Yemen Times) and DE will be a big

help to them, as DE offers ‘school at

the doorstep’. The boys who discon-

tinue their studies in order to find jobs

because of the family needs will also

find DE useful as they can study while

working and improve their qualifica-

tion, which will help them to get high-

er positions and increase in their

income.

An Open School, if established, can

provide learning opportunities to those

who discontinue education at an earli-

er stage or those who, for some reason,

cannot go to schools. The materials, if

produced on a large scale for the Open

School System, will be less expensive

and can be supplied freely to the stu-

dents by the government as a part of

its policy to help the school students.

This can reduce the number of ‘street

children’, a social problem for the

government to solve, as illiteracy is

found to be one of the sources for this

problem. In addition, the problem of

ill-equipped schools can be solved, as

the education is offered through dis-

tance mode and learners will have to

stay in their own places most of the

time.     

DE, when offered, should make use

of the radio and television facilities

available in the country. Yemen Radio

and Yemen TV can get suitable learn-

ing materials prepared by experienced

teachers and experts and telecast them

regularly for the benefit of the learners

in order to back up the materials sup-

plied to them. Telecastable pro-

grammes are available in the market in

plenty at present and these can also be

made use of, when necessary.

It’s time the Ministries of Education

take into consideration the advantages

of DE and establish an Open School

and an Open University for the benefit

of the large number of Yemeni youth.

The University System in Yemen is

matured enough to accommodate open

learning and the time is ripe for this

next step in higher education in

Yemen. 
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Tick ( ) the most appropriate
choice

1. The value of Avogadro number
is
6.02x1022

6.02x1023

6.02x1024

6.02x1025

2. The complete absence of a
species from earth is called
Threatening
Elimination
Extinction
Depletion

3. HCG is a hormone produced
from
placenta
ovary
pituitary
pineal

4. A phosphate, a sugar molecule
and a base constitute a 
nucleoside
nucleotide
triplet code
base

5. Which planet has conditions
similar to those present in
Antarctica?
Mars
Venus
Jupiter
Saturn

Suggested answers to the previous
issue’s questions
1. The study of fossils is known as

Paleobotany.
2. When DNA is transferred from a

culture of capsulated bacteria to a
non-capsulated bacteria, the latter
is converted into the former type.
This process is known as
Transformation.

3. It is known that anaerobic
glycolysis pyruvic acid is
converted to lactic acid. This
occurs in pancreas.

4. Albert Einstein gave the Theory
of Relativity.

5. Vitamins are organic
compounds.

SCIENCE QUIZ LINE

Translated by 

Nabila Mohammed Al Haddad

English Teacher

Ibb University 

I have passed a beautiful land 

I have heard the bird’s songs 

And I sang a song , but my heart doesn’t

sing 

As my land’s birds or my country’s flowers 

I have drunk the water of Nile 

The king of the rivers 

As I drank the water of Al-Kouthar 

A river is blessed since the old ages

Fresh but it’s not like my country 

I read the good qualities of people 

I thought they are disappeared 

Or it is as a ghoul , no effect 

And the manhood in our people 

Once I have a portrait in my mind for beauty 

This beauty is the kind of poetry 

And I have sung , it hurt my mind 

Till I looked at my country’s girls 

They said “Is there beauty in all lands’?

Why you don’t praise someone from other

country 

I replied, ‘I love the most beautiful’

Never, I saw my country better 

They said, we saw it, but we did not see

virtue 

And its youth and the beauty with youth 

‘Isn’t my country beautiful?’

I answered I didn’t like it as my country 

They said; think how it is 

It became bad and if hopes 

Die — the age wanted its death — 

Will it die? No, it will not be dead 

It is like a small stream when the winter

comes 

Without murmurring 

Or as a nightingale you seized it… but when 

The spring comes it will sing 

The bright planet will stay a planet 

Even if it is covered by night and veiled 

The clouds will not take the beauty of people 

And no misery can pale the country’s beau-

ty 

No power is as high as youth 

Who raise people’s hopes and morals

POETRY CORNER

My Country by Elya Abu Madhi 
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ood, effective and vigorous
writing is concise. A sen-
tence should contain no
unnecessary words, a para-
graph no unnecessary sen-

tences, for the same reason that a draw-
ing should have no unnecessary lines and
a machine no unnecessary parts.
Learning to write is learning to think.
Never be afraid to correct and rewrite
your sentences, if required. Only the
hand that erases can write the true thing.
Remember in good writing ‘less is
more’. 

A good writer is like a sculptor. They
continually use less and less to express
more and more. They cut away useless
words and make every word count. I
have 12 tips for clear and effective writ-
ing: We shall begin with the first two: 
1. Use picture-words rather than

abstract words, e.g. ‘car’ rather than
‘vehicle’, ‘dog’ rather than ‘animal’.

2. Use one-syllable words rather than
two-syllable words, two-syllable
words rather than three, etc.
Example: ‘blood, tears, sweat, toil’
rather than ‘sacrifice, sorrow, perspi-
ration, effort’. Not more than 25 per
cent of your words should have more
than two syllables.

3. Use the active voice rather than the
passive (not: “The tyre was fixed by
me’, but: ‘I fixed the tyre’). Write as
we talk.

4. Verbs are the action words in every
sentence. Choose strong graphic
verbs, e.g. “Ahmed wrestled with the

problem for days.” A well-chosen
verb makes an adverb unnecessary.

5. Make each word count. Don’t use
two words where one is sufficient.

6. Sentences should generally be less
than 18 words; vary their length as a
good bowler varies his throws. Keep
clauses short.

7. One paragraph, one idea. Clear writ-
ing comes from clear thinking.

8. Relate to the experience of your
audience; e.g., if for fishermen, then
your writing should be filled with
fish, wind, nets, sea and sand.

9. Write, as Gunning says, not to
IMpress but EXpress

10. Writing is hard work: exert yourself.
‘Good sentences are not written,
they are rewritten.”

11. The reader’s interest tires quickly;
try to hold it.

12. Every language has it own music.
Read your work aloud to see whether
it has the correct ‘feel’.
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amily plays a crucial role in
chiseling out the total, essen-
tial or particular being of a
child. It significantly con-
tributes to the growth, devel-

opment and enrichment of his/her indi-
viduality and helps him/her to be con-
scious of his/her own identity. Adults and
older siblings help young children to
make sense of the world, the environ-
ment, the relationships and sensitize them
how to deal with them appropriately. In
fact, the family teaches the child how to
put the first step in the world.

Children lack exposure, experience and
understanding of the affairs of the world.
So they tend to be easily influenced by
people in their immediate environment
who include parents and siblings.
Children naturally look upon the ones
with whom they are familiar and imbibe
their characteristics, the matrix of values
and other systems of behavior of parents
and other key adults. In this sense, parents
become children’s first educators. The
kind of behavior meted out to the child
helps in the child’s understanding of who
he/she is and how he/she relates to others.

This constitutes the child’s initial phase
of education or what is called ‘primary
socialization’ during which the values,
morals, prejudices, world view, stereo-
types and attitudes are transmitted from
one generation to another giving credence
to the adage: “Charity begins at home.”

When the child attains the age of four,
he/she develops a stronger identity relat-
ing to his/her personal name and percep-
tions about his/her identity with respect to
the larger society and the wider commu-
nity. This process of socialization helps
children to develop a sense of ‘self’ that
broadly defines their personality which is
otherwise known as their ‘ego.’

The family influence on individual
children can be both positive and negative
depending on the kind of stereotypes held
by the key members of the family. In cer-
tain social contexts, such as in India, par-
ents sometimes make comments like,
“You’re only a girl, what can you do?”
adversely affects the self-concept of the
girl child whereas remarks such as “My
boy will be the crown of the world”
boosts the child’s self-image.  So, the
family’s role in the building up of the

child’s self-concept can never be underes-
timated.

Role of the Society
The society plays the role of secondary
socialization in nurturing the child’s per-
sonality. It helps the child cultivate an
awareness about the social demands,
expectations, rules, regulations, con-
straints and so on. This process takes
place outside of the family in the wider
community. Children learn the estab-
lished social values and conventions as a
result of their interaction with peers,
exposure to the media and so on. In the
process they develop a sense of them-
selves and others around them.

Peer influence in the promotion of chil-
dren’s self concept merits a more detailed
discussion. Children develop relationship
with their peers effortlessly through one
or more of the following stages

1. Parallel play or playing independ-
ently alongside another child.

2. Coordinated play or play that
involves interaction with another child.

3. Cooperative play or play that is in
cooperation with his playmate.

In course of their play, children devel-
op a sense of self and an awareness of
their gender identity. This interaction also
helps them shape their attitudes to others
along with their self-awareness.

According to Ramsey (1991), children
can be classified into the following four
categories according to the degree and
nature of their relationship with other
children. These are:

1. Popular children: These children
easily and freely get along with other chil-
dren. So many children like to play with
them.

2. Rejected children: These children
are interested in playing with others, but
are spurned, or repulsed by the peers. As
a result, they virtually become outcasts.

3. Neglected children: These children
shy away from the company of their
peers. They are withdrawn and choose to
be loners. Since they don’t try to interact
with others, naturally their company is
not sought by the peers who tend to avoid
them.

4. Controversial children: These chil-
dren are naughty and often break rules or
show aggressive behavior to peers. They
usually get mixed response from peers.
Sometimes they are popular among peers
and are sought after, but quite often their
company is avoided as well.

To conclude, social skills of children do
affect their sense of self. It is a bounden
duty of parents and teachers to make con-
scious, coordinated and consummate
efforts to promote a positive attitude and
self-awareness among young children.

Reference:
Ramsey, p (1991) Making Friends in
School. London: Teachers’ College Press

Bijayalaxmi Mohanty

blaxmi_mohanty@rediffmail.com

Teacher

Kendriya Vidyalaya, Jatni

Orissa, India

Cultivating self-awareness in young children (part 2)

Role of the family
and the society

SS
oft skills are generally
interpersonal competencies
and are difficult to define
due to their subjectivity,
which consequently makes

them difficult to measure. These skills
are more important than hard skills.
The term hard skills or technical skills
are the skills acquired by an individ-
ual through academic learning, practi-
cal experiences etc. Soft skills include
skills like effective communication,
leadership qualities, time management

skills, self- awareness, writing skills
and many more such things.

Soft skills are very important for
students aspiring competencies in any
field. An investment in students’ soft
skills ultimately affects the bottom
line by building new dimensions of
knowledge. A soft skill in a person
helps him to choose the most suitable
career and make appropriate decision
effectively which is the key to a suc-
cessful career. 

Like hard skills require continuous
regenerations, similarly the soft skills
need to be carefully cultivated.
Developing soft skills in your person-
ality is always purposeful and func-
tional. Professionally it will help you
to express your feelings and to obtain
or achieve something or to get some-
one to behave in a particular way.

Some of the major benefits of soft
skills are:

• to recognize the mission of life
• to get acquainted with people and

perceive how their minds work.
• to improve good relationships

with others

• to help you to face difficult situa-
tions and problems with a composed
state of mind.

• to convey your ideas and feelings
effectively to others

Soft skills are usually innate qualities
of a human being but can be cultivat-
ed to a large extent by making person-
al efforts. The following are the few
ways to develop soft skills in your
personality:

1- Indulge in good communication:
Examine the true purpose of your
communication. When possible, con-
vey useful information. People
remember things beneficial to them.
Always try to support your words with
deeds. Consulting with others can be a
useful method of obtaining additional
insights regarding how to handle com-
munication.

2- Be a good listener: By concentrat-
ing on the speakers’ explicit and
implicit meanings, the person can
obtain a much better understanding of

what is being said.
3- Develop effective interpersonal
skills: Express your thoughts, ideas
and concerns clearly so that your
opinion and point of view is taken
seriously by others. A person must
know how to manage feelings and
stress because it has a great influence
on your ability.

4- Encourage team building: The
team spirit develops a climate in
which people feel relaxed and are able
to be direct and open in their commu-
nications. A team has better options
opened to develop individual abilities
and skills.

Hence, a continuous renewal of soft
skills in terms of teaching and training
to students is needed as it will facili-
tate them to become successful and
effective in every walk of life. Soft
skills are as important as, and often
even more important than technologi-
cal skills as a person can achieve ful-
fillment if one has the combination of
both hard and soft skills.

TT
here are three main forces
that converged together
and led to the birth of ESP
i.e. 1) The demand of a
brave new world, 2) A rev-

olution in Linguistics and 3) Focus on
the learner.  Let us look at them one by
one.

The demand of a brave new world
After the Second World War, there
were a lot of social, economic, socio-

political changes in the world as well
as a lot of developments in science and
technology. As a result of this, a num-
ber of business transactions were com-
ing up. Thus, there was a need for an
international language. The focus natu-
rally was on English as it is the lan-
guage of the USA and many western
countries.  Therefore, there was an
absolute need for English. Moreover, it
so happened that there was an oil crisis
in the west which resulted in Western
money flowing into the oil-rich coun-
tries (Gulf / Arab countries). The Arabs
needed English to communicate with
the Western experts. Because of the
need of the market, the Arabs started
learning English in a few weeks to sat-
isfy the needs of the ‘Brave New
World’.

A revolution in Linguistics
Whereas traditional Linguistics set out
to describe the language features, a
revolutionary trend in linguists began
to focus on the ways in which language
is used in and for real communication.
In other words, there was a movement

from Structural Linguistics to
Functional linguistics. It centered upon
language as a product of the society. At
that time arose the distinction between
spoken register and written register.  It
was the time of different types of
English in different situations.
Therefore, there was a need for design-
ing short-term courses.  For designing
these courses, it was important to study
the linguistic features / characteristics
of the situation (language in a bank, for
example) in advance.  The assumption
was “Tell me what you need English
for and I will tell you the kind of
English you need”.

Focus on the learner
At this time, there was a move from
behaviorism to cognitivism in psychol-
ogy.  Too much of attention was given
to the ways in which learners acquire
knowledge and the differences in the
ways language is acquired.  Here each
learner was seen as an individual –
their desires, wants, interests and atti-
tudes to learning were given impor-
tance.  Thus learners’ motivation level,

learning styles / strategies to learning
became of great importance.
Designing specific courses to meet the
learners’ individual needs was a natural
extension of this thinking.

What is ESP?
English for Specific Purpose is an off-
shoot of language for specific purposes
(LSP) and a branch / sub-movement of
ELT which began in the 1960s.  It is a
short term, need-based course for a
group of learners pursuing a common
goal for which they are likely to be
more motivated. It is all about ‘rele-
vance’ i.e. it is more concerned with a
learner as an individual.
ESP can mean English for special or
specific purposes. When we say
English for special purposes the focus
is more on English (special English).
When we say English for specific pur-
poses, the focus is more on the purpose
i.e. the learners’ needs.  In both ways, it
focuses on developing the learners’
communicative competence in specific
fields such as Medicine, Tourism,
Business, etc.

English for Specific Purposes (ESP): Its origins (I)

Script your success story (4)

Shaping personality through soft skills

Anupma Tripathi
anupma014@hotmail.com
MBA, LLM, Sanaʼa

Arif Ahmed Al-Ahdal

arif_al_ahdal@yahoo.com

MA Participant , CIEFL

Hyderabad, India

Dr..Mohammad Ejaz Alam

Asst. Professor of English

UST, Sana’a
dr_ejaz@rediffmail.com

WW
riting a book on
vocabulary is an
arduous task and it
involves a lot of
efforts and expertise.

At the same time, it makes a man
obsessive, compelling him to hunt for a
situation, an occasion and the kind of
achievement that will set the task as a
source of original thoughts exception-
ally different, logically isolated and

vehemently articulate.
A book on vocabulary is subjected to

prepare a foundation on which the
building of the language is to be erect-
ed in such a manner that the passersby
will have to make a pause to appreciate
the design, architecture, and presenta-
tion of the structure. It is not a child’s
play; it is quite a task, engaging the
designer, architect and planner.
Besides, a future planning is required
to protect, nurture  and take care of the
outlook of the mansion which will be
used by several generations.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu who finished
his M.Sc. in Applied Linguistics from

Edinburgh University ,U.K. and Ph. D.
in Linguistics from Osmania universi-
ty, Hyderabad, India has taught in  dif-
ferent parts of the Republic of Yemen
with a great amount of dedication in
the service of such students for whom
English is a foreign language. Dr.
Sahu’s present book,  Let’s Build Up
Our Vocabulary is an outcome of his
closer study of the
tendencies and
behavioral attitudes
of non- native
speakers of English.
There are several
books on vocabu-
lary, but this book
pertains to a particu-
lar class of people
who the author tar-
geted to brush up their word power.

The book begins with, “Warming
up” consisting of “Odd man out”,
“Collocations”, “Fixed Expressions”,
“Manias and Phobias”, “ Know your
Doctors”, “ Discourse Devices” etc and
closes with two appendices of “ Three
Hundred Useful Adjectives” and
“Twelve Hundred Useful Nouns and
Verbs”.

The book, Let’s Build up our
Vocabulary, as the author proclaims is
designed to provide material which can
be used to develop general language
skills in an integrated way and promote

other types of language study. This
proclamation comes to truth when the
author renders his tireless efforts to
work on the structural method of pre-
senting vocabulary instead of pedagog-
ical one. I am very hopeful that this
book will act as a panacea for those
who are in real pursuit of proficiency
in English.

This book has been published by the
Awan publishers, Sana’a as part of LTS
literature Textbooks Series with 289
pages. The cost of the book is not men-
tioned; the price is assumed to be
affordable.

Ramakanta Sahu, Let’s Build Up
Our Vocabulary. Publishers:
Awan, Sana’a, 2007. Paper back,
Pp 289. 

Book Review

Let’s Build Up Our Vocabulary

Bloom up
Hot and heavy, full of sorrow
Roll’ down my face, night and morrow
Have not even a smile to borrow
Or sight of hope to light tomorrow.

Is this my life! Full of sadness
Oceans of tears drown my happiness
What made it so! Lack of kindness!
O’ where to go! Tied in blindness!

It is difficult, hard and harmful.

Rocks of despair, sharp and powerful
Made hope barren, weak and doubt-
ful.
It is terrible, harsh and painful.

I will bloom up in spite of all
For in my soul Faith has grown tall.

Eman Al-Kaokbani
Level 4, English Dept.
Faculty of Education

Mahweet

RESPONSE TO ARTICLES

Dear Dr. Sahu
“While Prof. R.S.Sharma’s review of
“Arundhati Roy: Critical Perspectives”
edited by Dr. Murari Prasad
(Education Supplement No. 12, dated
1 February) reflects Prof. Sharma’s
sound critical insight and judgment, I
wonder if he is really serious about his
statement that Postcolonialism is a
pseudo-concept.

Isn’t the very choice of English lan-
guage for creative expression a post-
colonial phenomenon? And doesn’t
this choice eventually reflect a distinct
kind of perception of the world? I am

not getting into a debate on the ques-
tion of validity of the concept of
Postcolonialim and the related notions
of hybridity and mimicry. What I would
like to suggest is that responsible
scholars must justify their radical and
dissenting views on concepts and
movements that have attained a cer-
tain degree of acceptability by critics
and scholars in the West as well as in
India.

J.N.Patnaik, Bhubaneswar
Orissa, India

jnpatnaik2001@yahoo.co.in  

Dear Dr. Prasad,
I just read your piece about Kiran in
the Yemen Times. Kiran is a dear
friend of mine, and it’s nice to see
such glowing reviews of her work com-
ing all the way from Yemen!! I visited
Sana’a in 2004 to work with Ms. Amal

Basha at the Sisters’ Arabic Forum,
and loved the country and culture.
Thanks again for the piece,

Joydeep Sengupta
joydeep.sengupta@mail.mcgill.ca

LL.B./B.C.L. 2008, McGill
University, Faculty of Law

Dear Anupma
Thank you for every article that you
have published in Yemen Times which
benefit those who want to gain a new
language. I would like you to go on in
your efforts to help those who follow
you.
Once again, thank you so much.
Yours faithfully

Nashwan Al khwlani
nashwan336@yahoo.com

I read your article in the Yemen Times
‘Tips for effective writing’. It is excel-

lent and would be useful. Would like
to have more tips like this.
Thanks

E Venkateswaran
venkateswaran.ekambaram@tajho-

tels.com

Dear Anupma
I want to thank you for your good writ-
ing in Yemen Times. I’m weak at writ-
ing English. Please guide me how I
can become a good write.

Abdrabuh Saleh
abdulrabb1@yahoo.com

12 tips for clear
and effective writing

Terry OʼBrien
terryj53@yahoo.co.uk


