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Yemen wants Its
Gitmo prisoners back

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf remains in prison, even though he wa
cleared for release at least 28 month
SANAA, August 26 — Yemeni foreign ago.
minister Abu Bakr Al-Qiarbi said that The letter states that President Bush,
Yemen insists on the return of its citizenswould like to return your countrymen
currently detained in Guantanamohome and that he would like to close
prison.
“From the very beginning we not because governments like those of
demanded that the USA hand over ou¥emen will not accept the prisoners
citizens. We promise to treat them back.”
according to Yemeni constitution and Recently, during a news conference,
laws and they will receive a fair trial. Bush stated that “it should be a goal of
We have received some of them, but 10the nation to shut down Guantanamo. ||
remain.” also made it clear that part of the delay
Al-Qirbi’s statement came in responsewas the reluctance of some nations tp
d
L

n @

to a letter sent to Yemeilimes by take back some of the people being he
lawyer Marc Falkoff who is defending athere. In other words, in order to make i
number of detainees including 17work, we've gotto have a place for thes
Yemenis who have been held by theeople to go.... In othewords, part of
United States military since Januarythe issue is the practical issue of, what
2002. Falkoff is Professor of Law at do we do with the people.”
Northern lllinois University college of However, Al-Qirbi confirmed that
Law. Yemen has not received any correspo
In June four of the Yemeni detaineesdence from the US government since tl
including one of Falkdfs clients was return of the four prisoners in Jun
repatriated. However, since then thereregarding the release of more prisoners.
had been no further action by the U.S. He also commented that th
In his letter he urged the Yemeni peo-Guantanamo Bay authorities are bus)
ple to pressurize their leaders to insistvith “legal problems” concerning the
upon the return of Yemeni citizens fromlegitimacy of the prison and have no
Guantanamo. One of his clientstaken any action towards the release of
Mohammed Mohammed Hassenmore prisoners.

Guantdnamo altogether, but that he can-

“Good behavior” precondition
release of Hajja detainees

Times has a copy (see box) involved in any crime, they must beHowever, in reality it is fighting those
Ghailb al-Ahnumi, a father of one refered to the general prosecution.” who carry believe in apposing the
HAJJA, August 26 — The provision of the detainees (Abdul Rahim, a boy Al-Harazi says it is not for many of oppressors.”
of a guarantee of “good behavior’of 15), said he personally took thethe detainees’ interests to refer them The only school that adopts rebel-
endorsed by senior figures in theguarantee to the security officials, buto the prosecution as they committedious thoughts, (particularly being
community, is the only way detaineeshey declined to accept it. murder. However, when everythingopposing the government), is
accused of Houthism can be released General Ali Al-Tambala, head of has calmed down and the issue of afaidism, “Seven teachers of Badr
from central prison in Hajja. The the central prison, says the sevemdouthi has ended, we will refer themcenter were arrested seven months
governor of Hajja, Muhammad detainees could be released thiso the persecution. ago,” al-Muhatwari says.
Abdullah al-Harazi, told Yemen Thursday if their certificate of guar- Many religious schools in Hajja Addul Rahman, a teacher in Badr
Timesthat the warrant is very impor- antees proves authentic. have been closed including thecenter said we don’'t know the reason
tant as it guarantees for the govern- He also mentioned that they haveschool where al-Ahnumi used toof arresting our colleagues ... | feel |
ment that those people won't partici-“certain instructions” to release themteach. Hajja governor, Al-Harazi saidmay be arrested in any time.” Abdul
pate in the war taking place inbefore holy month of Ramadan,these schools were unlicensedQadr, another teacher said, “Because
Sa’ada. which starts on September 13. CourtSPeople are studying extremism aswe don’t know the reason, each one
Al-Harazi says, “The guarantee isin Yemen officially close for three well as denominational fanaticism inof us is waiting to be arrested‘My
only possible for the detainees whamonths every year because othese places and therefore, we dontolleague al-1zzi Rajih was arrested
have not committed murder Ramdan. They had been closed in theeed them,” al-Harazi, said:These when going out from the center
However a large number of thebeginning of August and hence, theschools are a threat to Yemenis doctherefore | am afraid to go out.”
detainees have committed murderdetainees’ cases are not seen by artyine, through spreading al-lthna Houthism according to al-
therefore we can't release them eveijudiciary official and will not be pro- asharys (al-Ja’afarya) fundamentals,'Murtadha, has a vague message. Al-
if they brought a guarantee.” Thevided with legal assistance until endhe added. Houthi is Zaidi and the president is
recent situation in Hajja is not stable,of October earliest. Al-Murtadha Zaid al-Muhatwari, a Zaidi as well, therefore, belonging to
“Before almost 10 days, eight citi- Khalid al-Anisi, the executive professor in Sana’a University anda particular sector can’t be evidence
zens in Hajja were killed and 18director of National Organization for head of Badr center for teachingagainstthe person. However, the gov-
injured,” he said. Defense of Freedoms says the&aidism, commented on this issuw:ernor of Hajja says that Al-Houthi is
Seven of the detainees have prodetainees had been at the prison up tdhe reason behind closing the Zaidilthna ashari; the extremist sect of
vided such a guarantee. TWemen five months illegally, “If they were schools is the war of Sa’ada.Shia.

By: Nisreen Shadad
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Sana’a citizens to hand over their weapons

By: Amel Al-Ariq i dance with the tenth article of lawthose tribal sheikhd"dowever, Al-Qawsi
No.(40) /1992 concerning gun carryingemphasized the importance implement
SANAA , August26 — Residents in control. The article forbids any one whoing the law “I say to all people includ-
Sana’a city have until Sept. 1 to handbossesses weapons to carry it inside theg women that the purpose of this
over their weapons. Security authoritiecapital city of Sana'a as well as cities omeasure is to protect you and make you
in Sana’a confiscated 617 weapons-durthe other governorates. feel secure. ¥ur cooperation with secu-
ing the last three daysaid Mohammed  He pointed out that this measurerity authorities will help us do our job."
Abdullah Al-Qawsi, Deputy at the includes influential people including Al-Qawis admitted that the fate of the
Ministry of Interior. members of the permanent committee aseized weapons will be decided by secu
Some 300 weapons were found irthe General People Congress (the rulingty and judiciary authorities.
Sana’a and the rest in cities across thgarty) and officials of the states. Only According to local media reports,
country, mostly Kalashnikovs. bodyguards of state senior officials andseizing weapons is just another step in
This process comes as a consequencgembers of the Parliament, Shourgrocess that began in April this year
to the Interior Ministry’s statement lastCouncil, and local councils will be when the government launched a eam
Thursday banning ban city residentsllowed to carry small pistols in an dis paign to shut down unlicensed rgu
from carrying fire-arms. The minister crete manner, said the officer. shops. The government has also spent
circular also prevents weapons from Although the ministry has a plan tomillions of dollars buying weapons from
entering the capital city of Sana'a, asmplement this regulation in other citiesordinary civilians in 2005. There are
well as canceling all the previous licensand to collect all weapons across thever 60,000,00(pieces of weapons in
es. country. This issue is still disputedYemen, estimating three pieces per
The ministry also banned carryingamong Parliament members. Some ofemen, according to unofficial esti
licensed firearms and warned to arresthem protest the weapons law especiallynates.
and punishanyone who violates the
decision and guns of violators will be

cenfSis cabnn gga @
MDgau) ﬂﬂl iy U olinell @

Majority of the committed crimes in e {
Yemen are due to carrying guns. Som

of these crimes were committed for petty
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In brief

IBB

Implementing 98 drinking

water projects in Ibb

Aug. 24 — At present, 98 drinking
water  projects are being
implemented in Ibb governorase’
districts for about a billion and 74
millions YRs, from which 244
thousands people will benefit.
Najeeb Dammaj, the general
manager of the general corporation
branch for the countryside water
The implementation is included in
the projects of the exceptional plan
for the celebrations of the 17th
national day ofYemen in this
governorate.
Dammaj clarified that the
exceptional plan’s projects include
45 new wells as well as supplying
and assembling 15 pumps. The
investment plan’s projects include
9 components for water drinking

Unemployed youth organize themselves

SANAA, Aug. 25 — With an unem development are not improving in a rate
ployment rate exceeding 30 percent anduick enough to contain the demands o
a growth rate of 6.8 births for women,population growthYemeni youth real
Yemeni youth are at loss. “Not only isize that they are facing a dreadful future
our problem with the authorities whoif they let things continue as they are.
did not plan right for the young men andEducation, jobs, and accommodatio
women seeking jobs now, it is also withwere the primary demands for the urem
the fathers and mothers who keep-hawloyed youth association in Hadramout.j

ing many children,” said Abdullah Although these demands seem fairly®®

Lahj. Ba-Uom at the association’s function |

Obaid is a member of a newly formedlast week unveiled the discrimination
association called: “unemployed youth”and prejudicé’emeni youth face.
steering committee in LahA similar “There is no equal citizenship. Our |
association had been established iwealth and opportunities are wasted o
Mukalla — Hadramout. The later carriedthe irresponsible corrupt officials. This
out their second event last Thursday irs why we will fight for our rights until
presence of activists and lawyers fromwe achieve them,” said Ba Uom.
Hadramout and Dhale governorates. In Unemployed youth in Lahj gover b =
Abyan, Basim Mansour, a young mamnorate declared that they will be goingMale and female students in basic level education. More than 50 penteof Yemeni population are 15 years and
from Musaimeer district, chaired a simi on a peaceful sit-in today, Monday. Thebelow. Estimate that in2040 Yemeni population will double. Many of the young children will have ficulty finding
lar association that deals with youthdemonstration is to take place in front ofa job when they grow up. SOURCE: CHF
unemployment. the governds office demanding better

According to the United Nations attention and more opportunities forfind a better job and she has to support According to Ibb University Rector tioned the negative impacts due to the
Population Fund representative inyouth. her family. Ahmed Shuja’a Al-Din, Ibb is the most internal migration, indicating that such
Yemen, Hans Obdeijn, the country was “It is all over the country, and we Additional to the high population populated governorate with a small areanigration creates poor distribution of
ranked sixth globally in 2006 in popula want to start taking up actions instead ofrowth rate, bad management of thef approximately 5,200 square kilome the population and consequently the
tion growth rate. “Nearly half of the passively waiting for someone to solveeducation system and not matching théers and a population over two million. services offered to citizens. This means
Yemenis are younger than 15 yearspur issues,” said Afrah Qassim Al education system outcomes to the marAlso, its average crime and unemploy that internal immigration especially for
which is a reflection of the high popula youth working in a phone booth in ket demands are of the main causes ohent isYyemen’s highest. youth migrating to the cities is likely to
tion growth rate,” he said. Sana’a. She also added that although shéiemployment, which causes unrest and Dr. Arwa Alrabee, deputy in the increase the unemployment rate and its

The problem is that infrastructure andhas a university degree she could nogconomic problems. Ministry of Health and Population, men unpromising consequences.

tanks and pumps with water pipes.
All those had been financed by the
government with about 340

millions and YR 500 thousands,

including other projects.

ADEN
A training program in moving
dolls theater technology

Aug 25 — Ibhar Corporation for
Childhood and Creativity in
cooperation with UNICIF and the
social services in Aden held
activities of the training course in
the technology of moving Dolls
Theater within August 22-29.

20 children from streets are
targeted to be trained on dolls
Theater. Such course focuses on
giving children the chance to
express their opinions, conditions,
and creativity in the fields they are
interested in.

Preparations for broadcasting
the second channel
Aug 25 — The chairman of the
Yemeni Corporation for Radio and
Television Abdullah al-Zalab
surveyed with the people in clyar
of the second channel and Aden
radio the preparations for
receiving Ramadan and its
prepared programs’ map.
He confirmed the necessity of
making the map for this great
religious occasion, which will be
coincident with the natios’
celebrations of the 26th of
September, the 14th of October
and 30th of November, to be for
fulfilling the interaction between
the media and the audience.

Distributing 202 weak-hearing
sets for kids.

Handicapped qualifying and
caring fund distributed special sets
of weak hearing for childrenThe
fund presented already 102 sets
costing YR 20 millions. Recently
it has distributed 100 sets for the
handicapped children for about YR
19 millions and 500 thousands.

SANAK

Scouts in action
Aug 25 — The Arabic study
activities for the leaders of the
scouts, which have 48 participants
from Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman,
Qatar, and Emirates, are being
carried out within August 23-30
The aim of this study is to develop
the knowledge and skills of the
participants and to strengthen the
relationships among the
participating countries.

SHABWA

Mechanisms of easing oil

companies' activities

Aug. 23 — Shabwa governor Ali
al-Maqdashi discussed on
Thursday with local authority
officials, sheikhs and dignitaries of
Markah al-Sufla and Jardan
districts here mechanisms of
easing activities of oil and gas
companies working inthe two
districts.
The meeting also reviewed
people's needs in terms of these
companies' activities according to
previous agreements over local
labour in foreign companies
operating in the governorate and
giving them priority to work with
these companies.

Chamber of commerce warns of subsidies

SANAA, Aug. 25 — Deputy director of  Leading wheat and flour businessman However, economic experts stipulate
the capital secretariat chamber ofYehya Al-Habbari

warned theYemeni government of the wheat or flour until the ministry of trade the extra salary given by the president tg
consequences of subsidizing wheat anihterferes and regulates and monitorgovernment employees for Ramdhar]
flour. He stated that the retail prices ofthe prices of wheat and flour. He saidwill increase purchasing power. This
wheat and flour at the government’ that he is anticipating that the price listmight increase the tolerance of the
outlets are around 350 Riyals belowwould be fair and would not permit public to the increase in prices, in turn
cost, he also added that the governmeffiooding the market, adding that he hastimulating demand for the same supply
should first make a careful study of thea shipment of wheat arriving this weakof foodstuff resulting in an eventual
consequences of such interference in the order to maintain supply for the localprice hike offsetting the Ramadhan
market. market especially as the holy month obounce.

Sallah also stated that while theRamadhan is approaching. There are four main trading
notion of reducing the prices of wheat Sources at the government-ownedompanies importing and supplying the
and flour for Yemeni consumers ia Yemen Economic Corporation said thedomestic market with wheat and flour
honorable one, but doing as such public are pleased to know of thethey are Al-Habbari corporation, Hayel
without studying the consequences willcorporation offer to sell 50-kg wheatSaeed group, Fahim Trading
have dire effects on the economy andbags at 3700 Riyals. A maximum of Corporation and Al-UdainiTrading
the government’s budgetHe quoted two bags for each customer is allowedCorporation, in addition to the latest
from previous experiences that showedh order to ensure the sold wheat is foaddition, government-owned&emen
how the government’s eventual removahousehold use, not commercialEconomic Corporation, importing over
of such subsidies had disastrous effectsetailing. 15 brands of wheat.

Gas and oll carriers are released
iIn Abyan and Shabwa

SHABWA, Aug. 26 — Local sources in Al-Babkri one year ago in Huban city lem is still going on and the measureq
Shabwa governorate, north to the capitalhe issue is reviewed by the Primaryundertaken by the security committee in
city of Sana'a, revealed that the tribes o€ourt of Huban. the governorate are not known yet.
Al-Fayadh released 39 gas carriers last The two accused persons face death Worth-noting, one of the tribes in Al-
Sunday after detaining them for 24penalty and imprisonment, which makeMahafad district in Abyan governorate
hours. Al-Sahwah net said that thethe local authority as well as securityblocked the road and detained 12 earri
release of gas and oil carriers came afteefuse to meet their tribal demands. Thers of the same kind. The tribesmen dig
the local authorities’ commitment tosecurity committee held an urgent meetso to demand the release of their +ela

stated that histhat the usual Ramadhan bonuses which
commerce Mohammed Sallah hasorporation will not be selling any more are given by the private sector as well ag

VACANCY

A contracting field pioneer company
Is looking for a male or female
secretary to work full time.

The interested incumbents must meet|the
following conditions:
Yemeni national

2- Solid knowledge of English, written
and oral

3- Experience in the field of Secretary
duties

Ability to deal with computer
Goodlooking and good enough
deal with others.

CVs are to be sent through
fax No. 207068

interfere to release their detainees ovang last Saturday and Sunday to investitives who were detained in Al

old revenge issue. gate the problem and look for a possibleManssourah prison in Aden governoratg

A tribal group belonged to Al-Fayadh solution for it. for four months. However, there were
tribe in As-Sa'eed district in Shabwa The tribal group which detained thesome promises to release them
governorate detained more than 30 carcarriers said that the two accused-per Likewise, two oil carriers and nine
riers last Saturday. Most of these carriersons are innocent, demanding the applivehicles were detained over the crisis
belong to strategic gas project in Al-cation of the law on everybody. Thethat took place between the local author
Sha'ba area located between Al-A'rmgroup added that the issues of the araty and Al-Maragash& Zonjubar three
and Al-Na'gqabah areas in Huban districtshould not be treated or dealt with in-dif days before the incident occurred. Thig
The group refused to release the carriefferent ways. The tribesmen attempted teame as retaliation from Al-Maragashal
until their demands are met. Theyfind solutions for the discrimination tribemen because the local authority
demanded the release of two persongroblem which the security as well asdetained four sheiks of their clan with
accused of killing Mohammed Muhsenauthority deals with. However, the prob out any charges.

YIAL celebrates

he Yemen Institue for Arabic Languac
held a party on Sunday August 19th
commemorate it’s first graduating cla
and to celebrate the success of its fi
academic term in operation. Havi
opened this past May, the Institute has several inn¢
tions, including selecting instructors from among ot
Arabic language schools in Sana’a and allowing the
own shares in the school. The Institute currently has
dents from America, Great Britain, Germany, Aust
Australia, Quebec, Spain, and the Netherlands. Vanessa
Knibbe a new graduate of the Institute, reflected on
experience by stating that her instructors were “The
teachers I've ever had.” The celebration features
speeches by graduating student Christian Brink
Professor Osama, along with a traditional Ude concq
Asked to comment about future plans for the Instit
Manager Abdul Jaleel Al-Bazeli stated that he plans 1
keep the Institue small to allow for maximum 'gﬁ
language interaction between students and staff, b : r
branch out and start other small employee owned i
tutes under the same general administration. More i
mation on the Institute can be found on the interne
www.yialarabic.com.

—
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YALI Yemen’s Premier Language Institute Since 1976
LANGUAGE INSTITUTE

JOB VACANCY FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST

YALI, Yemen’s largest and most respected English language institutie,| wi
enrollment of more than 3,000 students per term, has an immediate opefing for
a qualified and experiencddformation Technology (IT) Specialist The
positions reports directly to the YALI director and supervises an IT assi
The position presents an opportunity to work in a dynamic, internat
environment and offers a competitive salary with benefits package.

Stant.
onal

Responsibilities and Duties

The IT specialist is responsible for managing all YALI information techno
resources, including but not limited to 100 computers, ten printers, five sg¢rvers
and numerous network accessories. The IT specialist administers and $ecures
YALI's network, deploys system software updates; maintains YALI's databpase;
installs and maintains all hardware and software in YALI's two compales] |
and on individual PCS; and maintains YALI's website. The IT specialist is|also
responsible for adhering to and enforcing IT polices.

ogy

REQUIREMENTS
v~ University degree in information technology or related field preferred;
v/ Minimum two years’ work in information technology, including LAN
administration, hardware and software trouble-shooting and datpbase
development.

v~ Yemeni citizenship desired; work permit, if non-Yemeni, required

v~ Ability to pay attention to detail and ability to work well with othemng i
team and to be client-oriented.

v/ Women are especially encouraged to apply for this and all positigns at
YALL.

v~ Fluent English required

TO APPLY:

Submit cover letter, CV, salary history and references to YALI no later|than

September 1, 2007 via email to yali@amideagt.bio hand submitted CVs
will be accepted. Only qualified candidates will be contacted for intesvie
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By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SAADA, August 26 — An official [
source from the presidential committed.. . 4 '\g\«
supervising implementation of the| 7 2
Sa’ada ceasefire agreement denie
media reports of resumed confronta
tions between army forces and Houthi
According to the source, Al- [
Motamar.net reported, “There are nof
any confrontations. Dialogue is sti
going on between the committee al
Houthi loyalists.” i
However, local sources revealed th
confrontations continue in intervals
throughout many areas of Sa'ada
including the exchange of gunfire 1
between the two sides early Thursday™ — . . —
morning into the evening. isplaced families remain unable to return to their homes despite giing of
Officials and political activists the peace agreement.
revealed that the humanitarian situation

in Sa’ada is still tense. Displaced fami containers, blankets, washing equip the coalition prepared a relief caravargovernment are taking care to end th Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified st udents

lies remain unable to return to theirment, in addition to medication forto provide humanitarian assistance

agreement. The agency added, “Displaced fami license by the government.

homes despite signing of the peacéealth centers. displaced families, but was refusedelief measures, including in the disad
vantaged areas of Sa'ada. The mog SB Pre-School
important steps are those that serve th

reported, “Relief organizations sentareas inside Sa’ada and its surrcundSocialist Party revealed their continuedest interest of the country.”
humanitarian assistances to displaceihgs. However, some families escapeapposition to the Sa’ada war and its Eleven men detained in connection
families who could not return to their to areas close to théemeni-Saudi ber resultant bloodshed. The committeewith the Sa’ada conflict urged human

The International Islamic Agency lies live with host families in secure The central committee of théemeni

homes in Sa'ada after the war. Thealers.” thanked Qatar and the presidentiafights organizations to vouch for their School hours are from 7: 55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday th rough Wednesday)
International Committee of the Red The Social Democratic Forum, ancease-fire committee for their media immediate release or prosecution.an Ar abic progr am from 12:00 noon — 2:30 p.m.

Cross cooperated with theemeni Red NGO, reported difficulty in accessing tion efforts and encouraged both partiegvritten appeal, the detainees revealefl

Crescent to assist 37,100 displaced oveind assisting needy citizens. Accordindo continue. It also suggested the-forthey have been held in the political Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
the last few months.” Assistanceto Abdul-Hafeedh from The Civil mation of a national committee to tack security jail in Thamar since mid-last Email: gordonblackie@qgsi.org Web site: http://yem.gsi.org

included distribution of carpets, waterSociety Coalition, a group of NGOs, le the impacts and consequences of th@onth without charge. They denied any

Pakistan tests new cruise missile

Al-Jazeera — Pakistan has successfullwhich has a range of 350km and sisemissile programme.”

test fired a new air-launched cruise misstealth technology, is as accurate as Pakistan and its nuclear-arme

sile capable of carrying nuclear war Pakistan’s longer-range Babur cruiseneighbour India have routinely cor

heads, the military said on Saturday missile, a version of which was testducted missile tests since both countr
A statement said the Ra’ad weapotiired in July carried out detonations in May 1998.

“has been designed exclusively for Pakistan did not say if it ha

war.

The committee urged withdrawal of
the army from citizen villages and
farms. It also suggested the quick relie
of thousands of displaced and faciltat
ing their return home as well as releas
ing hundreds of citizens detained due t@

the Sa'ada war PROVIDING A HIGH QUALIT Y EDUCATIO N FO R 35 YEARS
The foreign affairs minister, Abu

Bakr Al-Qirbi, reported that the govern

ment anticipates Houthi loyalists will Beautiful purpose-built faci liti es on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setti ng.

descend from mountains to ensure thdt Sports facilities include soccer and softball fiel ds, basket ball and tennis courts .

thecrisis is over Large indoor multi- purpose area for voll eyball, basketball , badminton, gymnastics,
“The government alongwith the table te nnis, musical and dramatic productions.

mediation committee will remain ia Bus service available.

prospective situation for what is hap
pening in Sa’ada. Houthis will descend
from mountains and return to their

homes handing over their weapons a| Performance-Based curriculu m for 5 years of age through secondary school
’ " Personalized education/ small class sizes run by highly qualif ied & experien ced te achers
per the reached agreement,” he state . ) ’
. . h Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for  all ages
addlng’ The preSIdent as well as th Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, cr aft, drama, & sports

o7

tovar soon in Sa'ada so they can begi Graduate s atte nd Americ an, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern univer siti es

D —+

Specif ic age appropriate experi ences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
Attracti ve premises near the French Emba ssy including a garden and play area
Certified experien ced Britis h teac her assisted by paraprofe ssionals

“We are peace-lovers and believe in the

relation with the Sa’ada war, stating,
Accredited by th e Middle States Assodation of Collegesnd Schools (MA)
principles of justice and freedom.”

MemberaffQuali y Schools Internationa

d Blast kills Somali children

e

S
Al-Jazeera —A roadside explosion has It is not clear who or what was the-tar  The latest attempt at reconciliation is
killed two children as they walking to get of the explosion, which came a daybeing supported by the UN akidestern

launch from a variety of Pakistan’s airNuclear concermns informed New Delhi in advance Schoolin the Somali capital, Mogadishuafter the Union of Islamic Courts threat powers but being boycotted by the Union

platforms, providing these with a strate Saturdays test comes as political oppo-about the Ra’ad missile test.

gic stand-off capability on land and atsition to Musharraf has increased, The two countries have an agreg-

witnesses said. ened to carry out more attacks to forcef Islamic Courts.
An elderly man was also wounded inEthiopian troops out of the country. Instead, they plan to launch separate

sea.” prompting international concern aboutment to notify each other about tests ofthe blast in Gupta district of northern "I think the bomb targeted Ethiopiantalks in the Eritrean capital Asmara on

Pervez Musharraf, Pakistan’s presithe security of Pakistan’s nuclear arseballistic missiles but not cruise missiles.

Mogadishu when on Sunday and Somali government troops who-fre September 1.

dent, andShaukat Aziz, prime minister nal. In 2004 they began a peace process "The two were torn into pieces and amuently use the road,” Ibrahim Meanwhile on Saturday, fighters had
congratulated those involved in design- “Every time you fire a missile there aimed at resolving their dispute over©ld man who was walking nearby wasMohamed, who lives near the schoolattacked a hotel hosting the peace dele

ing the new weapon, the statement coris a political connotation to it,Talat ~Kashmir, the divided Himalayan regiop @lS0  seriously injured,”  Hirabe told Reuters news agency gateswounding two, and casting doubt
tinued. Masood, a defence analyst and retirethat has been the subject of two of th iMohamed, a witness who lives near the The movement was pushed out of-cenon the prospects for peace in Somalia.

“Pakistan’s defence will continue to army general, said. three wars.
be strengthened as an imperative of “Pakistan has a very strong and
national security,” the two leaders wererobust missile programme and it cartoric deal with India to reduce the ri
quoted as saying match any country, especially its adverof accidents involving nuclea

The military said the new missile, saries. It is not lagging behind in itsweapons.
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Invites application for:
Trade Marketing Manager-1

Responsibilities:
a- Trade marketing activities across the country
b- Planning, co-ordination and execution.
c- Liaison with the branch team and principles.
d- Data management and feedback
Qualifications:
a- Bachelor Degree in Marketing /Management/
Economics
b- Minimum 5 years experience in sales/trade
marketing in a professional environment.
c- Fluency in English and Arabic is must.
d- Adequate Computer skills.
e- Willing to travel extensively.
Art)hplication should reach us on or before
20 Sept., 2007 on the following address:

Through email : cpd@hsatco.com.ye

By post : Hayel Saeed Anam & Co. C.S.C.
Al- Mugamma street, P.O.Box - 5302
Taiz, Republic of Yemen.

Alami primary and elementary school,tral and southern Somalia by Ethiopian Somali and Ethiopian troops, and at

In February, Pakistan signed a his-Sad- forces supporting troops from the interimleast 1,500 AU peacekeepers have been

Moalim Nur Aden, another witness, government. unable to halt attacks that have moved
said: "The kids would not be recognised from direct confrontation to bomb blasts
because the bomb cut them into pieces. Reace talks and guerrilla-style tactics against govern
was a very awful thing to happen to ehil Mogadishu is hosting government-sponment targets.
dren going to school." sored talks aimed at reconciling the feud Last week, aid groups had reported

Faisal Haji, a tribal elder, said: &V ing factions and tightening Abdullahi that 1.5 million people were in need of
are grieving now with the parents ... thes&usuf Ahmed, the president's grip onaid supplies over the past eight months,
children are innocent". power. an increase of 50 per cent.

\ No Limits /!

Centrilift, a Baker Hughes Company, is a world leading Oil & Gas service
organization providing world-recognized Submersible Pumping Systems.
Currently, we are seeking energetic, enthusiastic and positive minded individuals
to join our organization through our Field Service Team, providing support to our
Middle East & Asia Pacific client base. It is expected that team members with the
aptitude and the proven skills levels will progress and develop rapidly within the
growing regional structure.

Operations & Marketing Representati ve Artificial Lift

The jobholder will be responsible for (a) developing and maintaining sales
relationships with all levels/sizes of customers (b) Marketing products and
services to existing and new customers in Yemen.The jobholder will be expected
to handle large accounts and/or our most complex products and special projects,
as assigned. The jobholder will need to have comprehensive, specialized
technical knowledge of company's products and services, customer requirements
and competitive market. Excellent communication skills and proven negotiating
skills are pre-requisites for the job.

Applicants would have to possess a Bachelor's Degree in Engineering or
equivalent coupled with 5+ years oilfield services experience. ldeal candidates
would be fluent in English communication skills, willing to travel or relocate, having
excellent teamwork skills, able to work under pressure and provide high level of
customer focus.

send your CV to Vacanci es.bhig@ba kerhugh es.com

At Baker Hughes, th ere are no limits to what you can ac hieve. HUGHES
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Al-Nadhari: Proponent of Sufism and Democracy

Interviewed by: Emad Al-Saqqaf&  the current situation ofemeni women a divorce to take place, one of which isSufism? 4 - ¥
Mohammad Al-Lutaifi in villages. He considered the issue ofo be spoken clearly unless any of thé would like to say to anyone who
Hijab, and female circumcision. people in question are dumb or deaf. Invants to demean Sufism that they ¢an
ohammed Al- the latter case it could be written butbecause it comes from within the sou
Nadhari was born in Disputes often take place in the through a formal method of communi-and not from the outside. And if they
Bani Ghazi in Al- Islamic world when deciding the cation and in front of eye witnesses, irfeel that they can oppress Sufis anc
Hujariah district of first day of Ramadan. How can this order to prove the situation and theheir rituals the Sufis will only get
Taiz governorate. He be solved? person who has writtethe words is stronger and more popular :
received his primary education in AdenThe disputes take place because ithe one who has the capacity to =
and transferred to Zabeed for hismany Muslim countries the scholarsdivorce. So divorce by SMS is not What do you say about democracy? |
preparatory and secondary schoolingrefer to texts of Hadieth — prophet’ acceptable. Democracy is a moral practice for peo
He obtained a bachelsrdegree from teachings — wherdwo respectalel ple, which is turned into a concept to
the Islamic University of Al-Madinah adults must concur to have seen thén Saudi Arabia there is a fatwa, fight about.Let me give you an exam
Al-Munawarah and a masterdegree moon and hence declare the beginning/hich allowed tourist marriage, do ple: InYemen, during the rule of Judge|.
from Umm Al-Qura University in the of the month. There is no point theseyou agree with this? Al-Eryani, the common belief was that|
Kingdom of Saudi Arabiain 1986. He days is maintaining this methodwhen we talk about marriage, wepolitical parties ruin democracy. Now
also obtained his Ph.D in Um Darmanbecause more accurate ways of detecknow that it is a concept created to suswe say political parties are a manifes
University in 1990. Al-Nadhari is mar ing the moon have been inventedtain human kind in an organized fashtation of democracy. 5
ried and the father of three boys andcholars must make use of moderion. If you marry someone, the pre The point is that democracy has no!::' /i
two girls. His studies and travels ulti-technology such as telescopes to solveumption is that you would want to exceeded being a term in politics ang
mately landed him in the United Arabsuch disputes. The moon may disapcontinue with that persoffourist mar  not truly practiced and taught throug
Eremites, where he currently serves apear in some places of the earth anglages, are another form of casual sethe educational system in the school
senior mufti of the Supreme appear in other places. but given a legal frame. Arabs,home, and local community.
Committee of Ifta. Yemenis and others go to Russia to
He defended Sufism, considering itAreligious scholar in one of the Gulf study. They marry and by the end ofWhat are your views on mixed gen
the soul of existence; an attribute hecountries issued a fatwa allowing the academic year, they divorce. lais der education? This has been an
claimed protects it from corruption thatdivorce via SMS. What do you marriage for the sake of thesis or resiimportant issue in Yemen, and for
pervades political parties. He madethink? dence permit. If the marriage was creexample, in Al-Silow district in Taiz,
courageous statements on casual-maFirst of all, in Islam, the intention of ated in order to create a family atmosmore than 100 female students wer
riage — known as “tourist marriage” divorce has to be spoken orally to bgyhere for the bachelor where he feelsleprived from education because of
commonly done by rich tourists — andapplicable. There are certain requiresettied in the foreign country, then it isthe unavailability of all girls’
divorcing via SMS. He also deploredments that must be fulfilled in order forye|comed so long as the intention isschools? ;
not to end it by the end of the academAdultery is forbidden along with ,
ic year or so on, but to have a life lastthings that lead to it. For instance, the d
ing commitment. Of course, there ismanager and the female secretary stalyl ohammed Al-Nadhari, senior mufti of the Supreme Committee of Ifta.
the option of divorce if the two dan’ in a closed place. So, she may be-sub
get along, but divorce should not havgected to exploitation by the manager First of all, we must know that
been the intention from the very begin Therefore it is very circumstantial. Currently, some women resort to jurisprudence did not make it [circum
ning. Majority of the Muslim people live in enlarge their breasts for cosmetic cision] an obligation for women. It is
rural areas where the women work sid¢urposes. What is the Islamic view an obligation for men tde circum-
Talking about different conceptions by side with men without a problem. It about this? cised as a matter of hygiene. When
and interpretations in Islam, don't is only a problem when there B This is a change of what Allah createdProphet Mohammed (peace be upon
you think that many different sects, chance of exploitation or indecency. because they do so in view of deceivhim) came to Al-Madinah, he found
such as Sufism have emerged? Parents must teach their childrening. Deception is prohibited. However that people circumcised their daugh
Let me correct your understanding,right from wrong and prepare them forif there is a married woman and hetters. He prohibited that.
Sufism is not a sect but it a level oflife. They must provide them with con- husband requests that, she is allowed
practicing religion. It isa giritual tinuous guidance and support in ordeto do so. What is your advice to Yemeni men
attainment that comes with sacrificeto be good and productive citizens in and women?
and to abstain from many of the earththe community. If circumstancesRecently a lot of dispute and contro- | advise them to always turn to Allah.
ly attractions. Sufism actually protectsoblige women to go to work, they mustversy was raised over the issue of If we all do not turrto Allah and pray
the essence of religion and the puritynot be prevented or harassed. In fact,female circumcision. Some medical to Him we will then have no good.
of Islam as a concept and belief. It eanbelieve if there is a choice that must betudies showed that female circumei Al, being kind to people aiming at
not be compared to the other sects anthade, education should be prioritizedsion deprives women of sexual pleas having an integrated and unified secie
religious divisions you are mentioning.for females because they are the onase. It also weakens the husband- ty. | want to make hearts submissive
to raise families and educate the comwife relationship. It may also lead to and supplicating to Allah, because if
What do you say of the states ing generations through nurturing thefamily collapse. What is your point- the hearts do so, the everything will be
attempts to limit the influence of children. of-view regarding this issue? fine.

%
|

Ramadan at the Movenpick Hotel Sana’a is Ramadan as never before for you and your entire
family. Come join us and relish the richest Iftar buffet in town presented in our All-Day
Restaurant and enjoy your evening at our Ramadan Terrace at the pool side. You can sit back,
relax with refreshing snacks, sweets and Shisha while enjoying the panoramic views of Sana’a
old town with soothing live music and the chance to win great raffle door prizes.

Don't forget to check out our Gourmet Shop and its array of special Ramadan treats for your
family and friends. For reservations please phone 01 54 66 66.

Sponsors: Movenpick Hotel Sana’a
P.0.Box 5111, Berlin Street
o P Dhahr Hemyer, Sana'a, Yemen
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Sikkim Manipal University
Sikkim Manipal University In
Affiliation with University of
Modern Sciences

Admission Open

Join Now and Get an International Degree
Recognized by the Ministry of Higher Education

BScIT — Bachelor of Science in Information Technology.
BBA — Bachelor of Business Administration.
FOODEX - dwuilaopll Oljuaaillg asie Ul UdJLo BAJM — Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Mass Communication.

e Ll | g Lo | IS 5 1 (5 S 8 slieas — BScHCM — Bachelor of Science in Hospitality and Catering Management.
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i i 14— Gutani ) 29 e s ,5al IS 2- Member c.:f Association of Indian Universities
3- 500 learning centers.

441000 : jleuiiuSA 4- 153000 students.

5 Industry oriented programs
6- Programs offered in English
7- Study duration is three years

8. Recognized by the Ministry of Higher
Education in Yemen

Lamsat Fun - Tel: Q1- 51 38 37
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Words of Wisdom

If more meaningful change is to bg
made inrespect for human rights, thg
daily violations against the rights of
ordinary citizens have to be addresseq.
This means introducing new value
through education and re-education.|

Domestic wars are symptomatic
of political imbalance

Onfe clear target is to dtra]i? law-| - By: Ali Al-Sarari policies forced protesters to raisg
enforcement agencies and officers gn - .

the rights of citizens and how td . _Stupld Sloga_ns n Ad_en’ ?';lS well a
respect them. Another has to do wit p until the in the sporting stadium in Abyan
re-training of prison wardens and moment, nobody is governorate. Howevethis type of
personnel. convinced that deviation shouldn't seduce eh

judicial individuals in this country
and draw their attention away from
contemplating on the situation,

Sa’ada fighting has
ended. However
the official media turned to behave

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqat
(1951 - 1999
Founder of YemenTimes

Additionally, congestions may
originate once again in the
southern governorates due to th

in a way that may lead the war to
break once again but in the
southern governorates and its
target will be the Yemeni Socialist irresponsible, non-national and
Party. problem faced by the regin non-unity procedures and policies|

Like their behavior in the past, doesn't exist in Sa’ada, but it doeswhich damaged citizens’ interests

TIMES
*

2\
-~

OUR
OPINION

By: Ali Al-Sarari

the official media began using aexist in another place. and inflamed their feelings.
package of ready-made The Houthis have listed no Nevertheless, the stupid slogan
accusations, which have been usedemand except for the call forbeing raised during the protest
in all the domestic wars Yemenreturning the royal regime. Being 'eflect the states of chaotic anger.
went through without any changeloyalists with the Zaidi sect, their Now, we will discuss the third
in the form or the content. Therejection of the single-dynasty andredline, which the official referred
single policy exercised by the bequeathed regime is based on th® as democracyia this charge,
regime was the primary reasonfact that they have firm ideological the regime, which is monopolizing
behind civil wars. This kind of commitment. Their sect power and wealth, seeksa
policy never provided constructive encourages people to revol sufficient justification for waging
solutions to the repeated issues andgainst the oppressive regime. ~ wars everywhere and confronting
crises so far experienced in  The transfer of the imamate ofany factions nationwide. For the
Yemen. Beit Hamid Addin into a regime, these factions are enemiq
After these years ofivil wars bequeathed regime and singleof democracy and unity, and whe
and crises, the regime has nevefamily dominance had been one ofthey exercise democracy, they
taken serious steps to develop anthe primary reasons for the 26cross redlines designed by th
improve their destructive methods.September Revolution in 1962 that€gime and the ruling party. Thesg
The regimepreferred to usehe overthrew the imamate. So, theredlines appearas if they are
ensame accusationsallegations, Vice President has to seek the riskéatitudes, which are usually
s means and tools and demonstratedosing threats to the republican@ffected by the excessive care fo
no serious efforts to alleviate regime, not only in Sa'ada, butdemocracy and safety in
arsufferings ofYemeni people. also in the areas of establishing th&xercising democracy.
The official media began to single-dynasty regime and paving When the Vice President
h direct chages and wage war the way for bequeathing powerreferredto democracy as a charge
0 against théfemeni Socialist Party. from fathers to sons. he forgot that he was at the
Il In the meantime, the official media It is terribly wrong that the Vice moment violating the simplets
propagate the ideal of liquidating President accuses protesters, whaspects of democracy, which neve
dre Al-Houthi followers in Sa’ada claim their legal rights in the allow him to use the official media
although they reached ansouthern governorates, of beingio defame and libel any political
agreement with Houthis to stopinstigators of apostasy andOpponents threatening his party’
d any media campaign against themenemies of the national unity. YSPStay in power The regime of
thanks to the efforts exercised byplayed the major role in domestic wars has its uniqug
Qatari mediation to end ¢h establishing the national unity quality, which is the first of its
in fighting. But, those who trigger because it is the only party thatkind. This quality is manifested by
domestic wars don't respect themade concessions for the sake ofe€ regime’'s resorting to
agreements, and after their militaryunity and its members in the contradictory justifications to
campaigns failed to achieve thesouthern governorates accepted t@dapt and adjust its pretexts wit
otsought goals throughout the warsacrifice everything they had forthe aim of waging wars. It fights
e that lasted for five months, theythe sake of reunification. with republicans under the cove
i turned to achieve them via the If the Vice President Ha Of being enemies of the republicar
bs committee mandated to supervisdorgotten, it is our duty to remind regime. It also fights with unifiers
implementation of the agreementhim that a large number of after it accuses them of apostas
In fact, the members of the protestors, who claim their legaland battles democrats under th
committee didn’t question how therights, stood by him during the pretext of damaging democsac
army retains itsstatus amid calls 1994 Civil War, which he is All these domestic wars and thei
by the official media to eliminate pleased to describe as a unity wagonsequences are symptomatfc
d Houthis, whom the army failed to against apostasy. Beinga the political imbalance.
defeat. The behavior exercised bycolleague of these protesters, he
the official media is pondered should respond to their demanddli Al-Sarari is a Yemeni
upon as a campaign of revengeand join their protest, based on thelournalist and a well-known
and conflicts between tribesmenfact that claiming rights is a politician. He is the head of the
and volunteers backing theconstitutional right ensurey the information department at the
government troops. law. It is not a behavior of Yemeni Socialist Party.
The charges used for justifying extortion or looting. Source: Al-Thawri Weekly.

Living up to our
responsibilities

isreen Shadad, &emen Times

journalist, has been following the

case of the illegal detention o

more than 40remenis including

children, some of whom have
been in Hajja governorate’s prison up 5
months. They were accused of supportirig
Houthism, whatever that means.

There are many aspects to this isstestart
with, there are no legal grounds for t
prosecution or detention. More so, there had be
no trial or estimation of how long the detaines
will remain in prison. In fact, three of thos
arrestees are 15 years old, and another three
below 18 years of age. Evenwhatever they had
been charged with was true, their detention w
adult criminals would do enormous damage
their psychological health and they may as w
turn into vicious criminals themselves. It i
because of this fact that Juvenile centres
created, but unfortunately ifemen this issue
does not receive the attention it deserves.

The relatives of seven prisoners contact
HOOD (National Organisation for Defending
Human Rights) which then forwarded the plig
of the detainees to the General Prosecutor
Sana’a. He in turn instructed the local security
Hajja to release of the detainees or give tle
fair trial. The security in Hajja decided thé
detainees could be released if they guarantee
to indulge in any practice that would upset t
government. Although the local Sheikhs a
district MP provided the guarantee, the detaine
are still in prison.

The story is bigger than merely 4@mens
illegally detained in Hajja. It is also more tha
imprisonment conditions for underage criminal§.
It is about the corrupt judiciary syste¥femen
has; how there is no respect for human life a
human rights.

According to the international agreemenfs
Yemen has ratified, this country is accountablejfo
its people and the international community for ifis
deeds.Yet, the State cannot care more or legs
about either, since it gets away with whateverfit
does without much questioning.

SILYVER LINING

Incapacitating state
constitutional agencies

ast WWednesday, President Sale
established a new committe
whose task is “following up
and studying social phenomer
that negatively impact on th

social peace, national unity, @r
development.” The committee, which
associated directly to him, is also to foc
on studying securitydisorders suchas
revenge, carrying weapons, kidnappin
extremism, and banditry.

The committee, according to the decre
will study other passive practices like tribai,
regional, and sectarian fanaticism and propose solutions. It @lso
would assess negative consequences of the 1994 civil war and supgest
complete answer. It will also tackle economic and administratjve
issues. Before that, Saleh set up an eight-member committee to fgllow
up the implementation of his electiopkatform. Thisis weird, is it?

Such committees are meant to declare that the constitutignal
institutions like the government, parliament and even his ruling pgrty
have failed in doing their job and that the President needs such pdople
to work on issues that fall in line with the tasks of these constitutiopa
institutions. What is then the business of the government if this
committee would handle such crucial social, economic and efen
political issues? The ruling party should have a team to assesg the
implementation of the president’s elections program rather tharn| an
independent committee. It is the job of the ruling party and [its
government to implement the program and then assess its poinfs of
strengths and weakness.

Yaser al-Awadhi, a leading figure in the ruling party’s politbufo
analyzed the pitfalls of the regime of Saleh in his interview with fl-
Shar’e newspaper. He openly said the PGC is not ruling and thaf the
traditional party composed of the cronies of the president is reglly
running the country from behind the curtains. He also said the
problem lies in the full power of the man, letting no room for other
agencies to operate.

After his interview, al-Awadhi was praised for voicing the ailments
crushing the majority of the people. However, many people at fthe
ruling party have been shocked by the openness of the man as thgy are
used to just exercise lip kissing regardless of the consequencgs. If
people with good visions like al-Awadhi are available in the ruling
party, why do not they make use of them and their insights tcafin
way out? Why should not he work under the umbrella of the ruling
party rather instead of such committees?

I do not mind that they make use of the expertise of some peopje in
carrying outsuch tasks if those consultants have enough experignce
to be of a true help. Unfortunately, some of the people of the re¢ent
committee have no experience to enable them produce an effigient
study or analysis of the relevant problems. Again, such memberg of
these committees may be used as records to justify the failure of the
ruling party and its government in addressing very serious issues|that
could embroil the country into turmoil.

Otherwise, the president has a consultative or Shoura council
whose job is to look into such problems and advise the presidert. If
we assume that the state agencies are not able to do the job, which
do not think so as their power is intentionally paralyzed, they then
have to be held accountable for their failure and substituted With
competent people.

This is because addressing such issues does not require
Sheikhs or social dignitaries representing regions but people with
good expertise to come up with concrete solutions. They should wor
under the umbrella of the agencies that are constitutionglly
accountable before thmublic. Thisis really meant to further weaker
and incapacitate the function of these agencies and put all the nagic
keys to allYemen'’s ordeals in the hands of one person.

By: Mohammed
Al-Qadbhi

ribal

Mohammed Al-Qadhi (mhalgadhi@hotmail.com) isYameni

journalist and columnist.

the endless Sa’'ada was well as  If this Vice President cares for
the prospective war on YSin the exploring any risks posed to the

And here comes the role of free mediamen
Times is one of very few media outlets¥amen

that has taken up upon its shoulders to bexojn south parts of the country werenational unity, he has to seek thes
the voice of the violated and raise their issuesffin combined in the same packagerisks in the arbitrary procedures
order to be heard. What's new now is that We according to statements by Viceand policies, which are heavily
have decided to take up some cases chosef] tdPresident AbdurabbuMansour responsible for human right abuses
illustrate a widespread problemand we will Hadi during his speech to localand discrimination among
persist with those cases until we haee council members in Lahj Yemenis due to their tribal

governorate few daysgo. Hadi affiliations or birthplaces. He is
renoted that the republican regime required to explore the risks in the|
unity, and democracy are threeembezzlements, extortions ang
redlines. lootings exercised by those who
claim that they scored triumph in
atUnwanted wars and charges: the 1994 CivilWar. Owing to this
The Vice President, who doeswar, the south part of Yemen hag
st nothing of his job except for listing turned into a ground for influential
p charges against the YSP andersons to dominate and loot
50 hindering the  progress  of public and personal property and
g discussing persistent issues in thexercise the illegal earning of
southern governorates, doetsn’wealth.
deeply think about the three Anyway, the official procedures
py redlines, which, according to hisand policies applied in the
s belief, are excerpted from thesouthern governorates since July
national tenets and principles. If he1994, fuel different kinds of
imagines that protecting tle protests, and sometimes lead tq
republican regime is a sufficientangry reactions to the unbearablg
justification to launch Sa’ada war, oppressions. Such procedures an
he should understand that the

satisfactory outcoméie will constantly remind
the authorities and the stakeholders that we
watching and closely following up what they arg
doing.

We will help spread information and educatg
our readers on what is going on, and we hope
everyone takes it from there and in their o
capacity helps set things right. This is the lea
each one of us can do if we really want to live
to our responsibilities as human beings and a
as professionals. There is nothing more satisfy
than being an advocate for good and malking
difference in other people’s lives.

So, dear readers, help us with our cause
letting us know if you come across similar cas
in Yemen, and wewill do our best to live up to
our promise.

omION-ASCSmAW®

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief
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adopt the military option which the prices of foodstuffs in global market

government often tries to convinceSaleh chaired a meeting over

theseparties to use it, affirming that evaluating the current economi

peaceful struggle is the best solution. developmental and security situatio

He further calledhe ruling party to and reviewing the government plans

Al-Sahwa Weekly, Mouthpiece of the  admit its failure, quit power and improve its performance.
Islah Party

Thursday, August 23 senior leader othe Yemeni Socialist system and every authority shou

Party, Ali Al-Srari denouncedthe

Main Headlines

Teachers protest arbitrary practicesvho try to express their opinionsgovernment which has becoma

against educators, poor services  through peaceful protests. national practicaprogram.”Saleh said

Sana’a University Students Union His directives demanded

claims corruption authority to government to  improve

investigate returns of paid-seat

programs

banking system,

- Prime Minister invites
philanthropists to support the
Charitable Society for Cancer26 SeptemberWeekly, Organ of the
Patients Yemeni Army the government employees

Yemeni journalists condemn Al- Thursday, August 23
Houthi statements, describe them

sectarian Main Headlines
Al-Eryani: No development can be-
reached in the absence of freedom
and respect for human rights
Citizens protest state’s failed policies-

privileges of local
employees to receive extra salarcalled
next week
Economists praises
efforts to fight unemployment and local investments and contribute
foster development
Yemen supports second phase dfiousing insufficiency.

Somali reconciliation

Interior Ministry prevents entryof

weapons into the Capital City

cancels any arm-bearing licenses

Sana’'a Zoo receives over 132

thousand visitors during the summer

vacation Al-Wasat Comprehensive Political
Saleh orders government to cash Weekly

month salary to employees on théWNednesday, August 22

advent of Ramadan

upon the government

Thousands ofYemeni citizens in
different  provinces nationwide
streamed into streets of main cities in
protest against corruption and price
rises, the weekly paper reported an
front page article. It added théemeni
politicians considered those protests
sponsored by the Joint Meeting Parties
as attempts to prevent the country from
becoming a failed state. For his part;
the Islah Party’s political sectio
chairman Sayed Al-Mamri said that the
authorities’ efforts to resolve current Main Headlines
terrible conditions are unreal and only The Yemeni army’s organ reported- Presidential Committee confirm
alleviative. that President Saleh orderedhe receipt of citizens’ complaints

“JMP has plans to set up sit-ins in allgovernment to cash one month’s salary Nu’man toAl-Wasat:We support sit-
Yemeni provinces with the aim ofto all the state’s civil and military ins but never organize them
condemning the corruption andemployees and retirees on the advent of Qaeda operatives ifemen plots to
deteriorated public services” he addedthe holy month of Ramadan to burglarize Central Bank ofemen
Assistant Secretary General of Populaminimize the citizen’s burden caused Sana’'a to become a fieldor
Forces Union Party Dr. Mohammed Al-by the price rises in the local market eliminating tribal revenges
Mutawkel said that JMP would not due to the unprecedented skyrocketing Yemeni  Consulate in

’

“The
prepare for early fair elections. Thegovernment work is an integratedSyrian Minister of Economgnd Tade

shoulder its definite responsibilities toWednesday that President Bashar Al- TheYemenisecurity authorities have
authorities’ acts of repressing thoseexecute the electoral platform of theAssad decided to providéemen and arrested an Egyptian and twWemenis

thewheat to Egypt.
the
governmental administration, reformthe Syrian strategic reserve to meet thEgyptian was identified as Mohammed-
restudy monitoryneeds of those states. In a statement ¥aquot, andleged al-Qaida member

policy, bolster investment mechanismsyeporters, Dr Lutfi said that'this

judiciary, improve living standards of Arab brothers to complete signedspeaking on condition of anonymity
anccontracts with them,” adding that thebecause he was not authorized to spedake Ministry of Human Rights is

retirees, complete reviewing localinternational
authority law in order to extend shortage inthis material this year

creating job chances and resolving

Dubai -

s. confiscatea VIP’s passport

- Syria to helpYemen, Jordan and -
¢, Egypt meet growing demand for
ns wheat

to

students, injure one in his head
Three Aden policemen shot dead in
mysterious incident

At least one killed, five others
injured in Amran tribafighting

Three people arrested on suspicion
of involvementin terroristattacks

Hadramout districts to be supplied
with extra 50 megawatt

Presidency denies authenticity of
what has been published about
Guantanamo detainee

Press Law meetingparticipants
recommend strengtheningnedia
freedom, facilitating ownership of
media

President of the Republieneets
governorate problem-solving
committee

Prime Minister launches Arab
Championship for School Sports
Central Bank ofremen injects $ 68
million to market to maintan
stability of local currency

The weekly paper reported that the

I[dAmer Hosni Lutfi declared on

Jordan with 50 thousand tons of wheasuspected of participating in the July
to each ,and 176 thousand tons ofuicide attack against a Spanish tour
group visiting the country, the weekly -
The total quantity will be taken from quoted a security official as saying. The

who enteredYemen illegally a few

keep on developing and modernizingdecision came upon requests of thenonths ago, according to the official,

The weekly newspaper reported that

market witnesseda to the press. making the necessagrrangements fio

The newspaper reported that thehe National Conference on Human

councils and particularly in the Mediterranean statesofficial did not disclose the names ofRights, scheduled to take place in the
Ministry of Finance: Government improve their financial sources. He
to
prioritize implementing tasks and
President invest pensions funds to encourage

the twoYemenis, and it was unclear if Yemeni Capital City of Sana’a in
they were suspected of belonging to alDecembe2007. Theconference is dr
Qaida, which authorities have blamedo cover different national functions in
for the attack. The three arreststhe presence of representativesd an
occurred Saturday, the official reportedleaders of political parties, academic
The newspaper went on to say that thand social institutions and civil
Yemeni security authorities have community organizations.

arrested dozens of suspects since the Yemeni Minister of Human Rights
attack, which occurred in early JulyHuda Al-Ban met on Sunday here in
against a Spanish tour group visiting arana’a Mujes Ploum, Technical
ancient temple in the central provinc Advisor at the Danish Foreign
of Marib. Ministry, Velhing Soreins, Senior
Advisor of the Yemeni-Danish
Cooperation Program and Sesa Banig,
Representative of the Danish Human
Rights Institute irSana’a. Theneetirg
was devoted to discussing the means of
enhancing cooperation between the two
countries in human rights and
implementing the Yemeni-Danish
Program concerned with human rights.
The meeting highlighted the Danish
efforts in supporting and funding the
National Conference on Human Rights.

to

Al-Wahdawi Weekly, Mouthpiece of
the Nasserite Unionist Popular
Organization (NUPO)

Tuesday, August 21

Main Headlines

- Joint Meeting Parties confirms
adoption of pressmen’s demands

during dialogue with ruling party

General People Congress suspends

Al-Methaqg editor over charges of

links with Houthis, accuses him of

being traitor Al-Methag Weekly, Mouthpiece of
Al-Haq Party conferences attai the General People Congress (Ruling
success in six governorates Party)

Amran Forum sponsors trainingMonday, August 20

course on Cinem&cenario Witing

Joint Meeting Parties to organizeMain Headlines

pubic protests in the governorates of Government takes seriousAl-Ban stressed the necessity of
Lahj and Tiz procedures to resolve land disputes making the conference a success and
University guards open fire on- Minister of Electricity and Energy: coming up with positive results.

S

Options on the table

By: Noam Chomsky

direction of
Kremlinologists Condoleezza Rice andattack anybody we want.
Robert M Gates, according to Wright.

means that Washington is threatenindgcurope. The United States wants toBy: Gareth Jenkins.
war. The UN Charter outlaws ‘the install a ‘missile defence system’in the
n Washington a remarkable andthreat or use of force.” The United Czech Republic and Poland that |is
ominous campaign is underStates, which has chosen to become areing marketed to Europe as a shield
way to the sequel bears closeoutlaw state, disregards internationahgainst Iranian missiles. Even if Iran
scrutiny as it unfolds under thelaws and normsWe're allowed to had nuclear weapons and long-range
former threaten anybody we want — and tamissiles, the chances of its using them
to attack Europe are perhaps on a pagfter his previous attempt triggered ariilitary suspect that Gul harboues
Cold War Il also entails an arms racewith the chances of Europe’s being hitintervention from thélurkish military

Second time lucky for Gul?

military. The incumbent president, controversial issue facing the new
Ahmet Necdet Sezer, frequently usedjovernment, he ignored all but his own
urkish Foreign Minister his presidential veto to block lawsparty and eventually endorsed the most
Abdullah Gul looks set to passed by the JDP and refused tdivisive candidate. In the process
be appointed as presidentappoint several hundred of the pasty’ Erdogan has probably destroyed what
of Turkey on 28August, nominees to positions in thelittle faith secularists previously had in

less than four months government bureaucracy. Many in thehis sincerity

Gul's supporters in the JDP maintain

long-term radical Islamist agenda andhat, with the JDP still fresh from its

Stalin had imposed an Iron Curtain toThe United States is proposing a $2y an asteroid. In any case, if Iran wefeand forced the moderate Islamisthat, once appointed president, he wilklection triumph, the military will not

bar Western influence; Bush-Rice- billion arms sale to Saudi Arabia andto indicate the slightest intention
Gates are imposing a Green Curtain tother Gulf states, while increasingaiming a missile at Europe or Israel, t
bar Iranian influence. annual military aid to Israel by 30 percountry would be vaporised.
Washingtors concerns are under cent, to $30 billion over 10 years. Of course Vladimir Putin is deeply
standable. In Irag, Iranian support isEgypt is down for a $14 billion, 10- upset by the shield proposaie can
welcomed by much of the majority year deal. The ainis to counter ‘what imagine how the United States wou
Shia population. In Afghanistan, everyone in the region believes is aespond if a Russian anti-missile sy
President Karzai describes Iran as ‘dlexing of muscles by a more aggrestem were erected in Canada. T
helper and a solution.’ In Palestine Sive Iran,’ says an unnamed senior URRussians have every reason to reg
Iranian-backed Hamas won a free elecgovernment official. Iran’s ‘aggression’ an anti-missile system as part of a firg
tion, eliciting savage punishment of theconsists in its being welcomed withinstrike weapon against them. As is wg
Palestinian population by the Unitedthe region, and allegedly supportingknown, sucha gstem could neve
States and Israel for voting ‘the wrongresistance to US forces in neighbouringmpede a first strike, but it could cor
way.’ In Lebanon, most Lebanese sedradq. Unquestionably, Iran’s govern ceivably impede a retaliatory strike. Q
Iranian-backed Hezbollah ‘as a legiti-ment is reprehensible. The prospecall sides, ‘missile defense’ is therefo
mate force defending their countrythat Iran might develop nuclearunderstood to be a first-strike weapo
from lIsrael,” Wright reports. And the weapons is deeply troubling. Thougheliminating a deterrent to attack.
Bush administration, without irony Iran has every right to develop nuclear Even more obviously, the only mili
charges that Iran is ‘meddling’ in Irag, €nergy, no one — including the major-tary function of such a system wit
otherwise presumably free from for-ity of Iranians — wants it to have regard to Iran, the declared aim, wou
eign interference. nuclear weapons. That would add to thée to bar an Iranian deterrent to US
The ensuing debate is partly techniimuch more serious dangers presenteldrael aggression. The shield, the
cal. Do the serial numbers on thedy its near neighbours Pakistan, Indiaatchets the threat of war a few notch
Improvised Explosive Devices reallyand Israel, all nuclear-armed with thehigher, in the Middle East and els
trace back to Iran? If so, does the leaddlessing of the United States. where, with incalculable consequence
ership of Iran know about the IEDs, or Iran resists US or Israeli dominationand the potential for a terminal nucle
only the Iranian Revolutionary Guards?0f the Middle East but scarcely poses avar. The immediate fear is that by acq
Settling the debate, the White Housdnilitary threat. Any potential threat to dent or design, Washington's war plal
plans to brand the Revolutionarylsrael might be overcome if the Unitedners or their Israeli surrogate mig
Guards as a ‘specially designated globStates would accept the view of thedecide to escalate their Cold War Il in
al terrorist’ force, an unprecedentedgreat majority of its own citizens and ofa hot one.
action against a national military Iranians and permit the Middle East to There are many nonmilitary mea
branch, authorisingWashington to become a nuclear-weapons free zoneires to ‘contain’ Iran, including a de
undertake a wide range of punitiveincluding Iran and Israel, and US forcesescalation of rhetoric and hysteria &
actions. deployed there. One may also rememaround, and agreeing to negotiations
The sabre-rattling rhetoric aboutber that UN Security Council earnest for the first time — if indeed a
‘containing Iran’ has escalated to theResolution 687, of 1991, to which options are on the table.
point where both political parties andWashington appeals when convenient,
practically the whole US Press corpsalls for ‘establishing in the Middle Noam Chomsky is a professor of i
accept it as legitimate and, in fact, honEast a zone free from weapons of masguistics at the Massachusetts Instity
ourable, that ‘all options are on thedestruction and all missiles for theirof Technology and the author, mo
table,’ to quote the leading presidentiadelivery.’ recently, of Hegemony or Surviva
candidates — possibly even nuclear Washington's feverish new Colfar ~ Americas Quest for Global Dominanc
weapons. ‘All options on the table’ ‘containment’ policy has spread even taSource: .Khaleej Times online.

f Justice and Development Party (JDPRllow the JDP government to chipdare to stage a coup and that, once Gul
eto call an early election. away at the principle of secularismis appointed president, the secularists
Gul formally submitted his enshrined in thefurkish constitution. will simply get used to the idea. But
candidacy on 14 August, a little overIn addition, Gul's wife covers her the evidence suggests that it @
three weeks after the JDP was returneiead. MostTurkish secularists are dangerously naive miscalculation.
dto power with 46.6 per cent of theappalled at the prospect dfurkey So far theTurkish military has been
S-popular vote. Undeffurkish law the having a headscarfed first lady circumspect and avoided commenting
nepresident is elected by parliamenterh Last week, Gul tried to allay their directy on  Gul's  candidacy
ardandidate requires the support of twoconcerns by holding a pressNevertheless, when asked by
t-thirds of the 550 MPs in the conference to express his commitmenjurnalists last Thursday whether the
2llunicameral assembly in the first twoto upholdingthe Turkish constitution. military would be prepared to relax the
rounds of voting, falling to a simple He promised that, if he was electedban on the wearing of the headscarf in
- majority in subsequent rounds. Inpresident, he would put aside hisits facilities if Gul became president,
N April this year, Gul was forced to Sympathies for the JDP and bethe chief of staff Genyasar Buykanit
€abandon a previous attempt to stan@quidistant from all parties and straingpointedly replied: “We don't want to
nfor the presidency after a stronglyof opinion. Few are convinced, argue with anyone. But we have our
worded warning by theTurkish perhaps least of all those in the JDRules and our principles and we shall
military prompted the country’ Who have been lobbying so hard forapply them.”
N Constitutional Court to invokea Gul's candidacy Although an outright coup remains
Idhitherto unknown law that at least two- But support within the JDP wasrfa unlikely, neither is th&urkish military
Orthirds of the parliamentary deputiesfrom unanimous. It is an open secretikely merely to shrug and accept Gul
Nhad to attend each presidential votethat Prime MinisterTayyip Erdogan as president. At the very least, the JDP
esyith the opposition boycotting would have preferred Gul to withdrawcan now expect a long campaign of
2- parliament, the JDP had no choice bubis candidacy in favour of a lessattrition.
’Sto call an early election. However, it iscontroversial figure. Erdogan Last week, President Sezer served
arunlikely to face similar problems this apparently ~ feared that Gal' notice of the secularist establishment’
i-time. It only has 341 seats inappointment as president wouldintentions by publicly humiliating
N-parliament but the opposition increase tensions and make the job dErdoganOn Thursdayfollowing over
't NationalistAction Party (NAP), which governing even more difficult at a timea week of preparation, Erdogan arrived
Ohas 70 seats, has already announcééhen Turkey is facing a host of at the presidential palace to present
that it will participate in each round of problems, from a cooling economy toSezer with the list of the new members
5-the voting. In the first round on its increasingly frayed relations with of his government for presidential
- Monday, Gul won 341votes,ahead of the EU to the perennially unresolvedratification. Sezer refused to accept it,
llsabahattin Cakmakoglu of the NAPKurdish issueYet Gul was insistent. leaving a tense and bewildered
invith 70 and Tayfun Icli of the Rather than risk a public display ofErdogan to try to explain what had
Il Democratic Left Party (DLP) with 13. disunity Erdogan backed dowand happened to the television crews
A similar result is expected in thepublicly endorsed Gul's candidacy  waiting outside the presidential palace.
second round on Friday, leaving Gul to But Erdogan’s reluctance to be more Although Gul is still expected to be
N-be formally elected in the third roundassertive has come at a price. In thelected on 28 August, the JDP may yet
teon 28August when he will need just aftermath of the last month's electionfind that appointing him as president
5t276 votes. victory Erdogan publicly reached outwas the easy part; the difficulties il
With the vote in parliament to those who had not voted for the JDRcome afterwards.
2. apparently a foregone conclusionpromising consultation and
attention has now turned to tliarkish conciliation. But on the most Souce: Al-Ahram\Weekly
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Yemen Times Readers’
Opinion Questionnaire

Dear Reader
The Yemen Times editorial management would like to take a few neiubdf your time to complete this
questionnaire. It is important for us to know what you think about our pgpand how you think we might
improve our performance. Either send your reply by post or submib Yemen Times offices in Sana’a, Taiz or
Aden. Replies will be entered into a surprise draw.
Thank you.
Nadia al-Sakkaf
Publisher and Editor in Chief

PERSONAL INFORMATION:

N = T PP Nationality: ................c.oeil.
Age group:o <15 o 15-19 o 20-29 o 30-45 0 >45

Gender: (0 Male o Female) Marital status: (0 married 0 single) No. of children....

(@ To ot 1] 0= 11 0] 1 [ PP

Level of education:o high school o diploma 0 university 0 postgraduate

Contact information and emall: ....... ... e e e e e

1. How often do you read the Yemen Times? 7. Have you ever written to / for Yemen Times?
0 Every issue 0 Once a week 0 Yes, more than once
0 Occasionally 0 Whenever it comes to my hands 0 Yes, once
0 Never
2. How do you get the Yemen Times?
0 From bookshop in ......ccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiennn, (street or area name) 8. If you have, was the feedback satisfactory?
0 From friends 0 Itis provided in my workplace 0 Yes, definitely 0 Yes, to an extent
0 Subscription 0 Online 0 Not at all 0 No feedback
3. What do you like most about Yemen Times? 9. Would you like to visit the Yemen Times and see its operation?
0 Availability 0 Design and layout 0 Yes
0 Ads and vacancies 0 News coverage 0 No
0 Language 0 Features article
0 Quality of paper and size 0 World news 10. Do you know any of the Yemen Times staff?
O OtNer .. s 0 Yes, | know (please give name/s)
4. What do you dislike most about Yemen TIMES? e
0 Availability 0 Design and layout 0 No
0 Ads and vacancies 0 News coverage
0 Language 0 Features article 11. How can the Yemen Times improve?
0 Quality of paper and Size O WWOIId MBWS e e
0 T 1 =
5. Which section/s do yoU eNjOy readiNg ? e e
0 Front page 0 Local news O WOKIO N WS e e e e e
o Polls 0 Opinion 0 Op-ed
0 Business 0 Culture 0 Community 12. What topics, features would you like the Yemen Times to cover
0 Health and environment 0 Press review in the future?
0 Youth O Letters t0 the @OitOr oo e e e e e e
o Editorial O BaCK Page
6. Which section/s do you disliKe reading? e
0 Front page 0 Local news O WOId NEWS e e
o Polls 0 Opinion O OP-B0
0 Business 0 Culture O COMIMUNIY it e e et et et e e e e e e e
0 Health and environment O PrESS TV BW e
0 Youth O Letters 10 the EAitOr
o Editorial O BaCK Page
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Medical waste solution needed ityemen

By: Bushra Al-Anesi
For Yemen Times

emen is unable to man-
age its medical wastdt
burns waste in an open
landfill in Al-Azrageen.
This is causing health
problems and environmental pollution
The proposal for a central incinerator ig
on hold, while problems with cost,
location and safety and environmeng
issues are addressed.
The simple solution, a sophisticated
incinerator that could handle all waste
(hazardous and non-hazardous togeth
er) is considered too expensive for a
developing country. Furthermore the
hospital incinerators lack safety
because of their emission of dioxin (se
box). Additionally, most of the hospi-
tals are located in residential areas.
The cheaper alternative is to separal
non hazardous waste and burn and
to bury hazardous waste in a specially
designated site.
Five years ago, the Social Fund
Development allotted a budget of $1.2
million for establishing a central incin-
erator to burn medical waste produced
by hospitals and health care facilities ir

3%

D

Sana‘a, whose population is around 1.§;s js the way that most hospitals in sana’a rid of their medical waste. Thehptos show the cleaners who wear no protected clothes carring the wagiethe truck which drive these medical

million. waste to open landfill in Al-Azrageen where they burn it in operair.
This proposal came after a compre-

hensive study that included field sur-

veys of 50 hospitals and health centersy Egypt (ECOSe/vcom). the placement of micro units insideauthority sent a letter to the SocialYemeni government, represented byleveloping country, cannot afford the
This revealed that all of the hospitals The study gave the opportunity forevery hospital, which are programmedrund for Development informing the the municipality now has two choices:costs and maintenance of a highly
and health centers in Sana'a produceghvironmental experts, doctors ando sort waste. organization of its rejection of the accepting simple technology despite itsophisticated incinerator. He proposes
an estimated 22 tons of medical wastgfficials to discuss the ability of In 2005, these suggestions and redncinerator, because “it does not meetlangers or pay an unaffordable amourd low-cost progranto manage medical
daily. This quantity contained approxi- yemeni government to build modernommendations became a project fundeertain environmental conditions”.to obtain sophisticated and modernwaste. The program depends on classi-
mately six tons of contagious and danincinerators to get rid of the medicaled by the Social Fund DevelopmentAccording to the letter the social fundtechnology valued at roughly $5 bil- fying medical waste. That is separating
gerous waste. The study was presenteglastes. Some experssggestedsstab-  and municipaliy. They stated that com- wanted to burn all medical waste in thigion.” the general waste or solid waste, (pack-
to the General Authority offemen |ishing two incinerators with a daily ponents for the project included theincinerator, whereas the environmental Eng. Ali Al-Thoubhani, manager of aging materials, food scraps, bottles),
Environment Protection, as well as theno|ding capacityof four tonsof med- main site along with other buildings authority stipulated that contagiousthe poisons and dangerous wastes urfitom the hazardous medical waste, that
Center ofEnvironmental Consultations jcal waste each. This is in addition towith an area of 3,600 m2. There wasvaste is only to be burned via the therin the Environmental authority insistedis contaminated and consideres a
one hall for treating dangerous wastesnolysis the necessity of inviting the private secsource  of  potential infection.
one storage room and one room for Incinerator (decomposition of com-tor to contribute tqurchasing a mod- Hazardous Medicalwaste includes

H OSpItaIS’ I nCI ne ra’to rS waste recycling. The project alsopounds by heat.). The authority also ern incinerator based on the principleused needles, anatomical remains, used

included one maintenance workshoprequested the social fund to import dthose who contaminate the environ-chemical disinfectants and pesticides.

f 47 incinerators locat- €ns its ability to resist disease. They administrative facilities, a treatmentrotary fern incinerator if it wanted to ment must pay.” Such waste should [sored separately
ed in Yemeni hospi- also affect woman's reproduction. A unit, special equipment and otherburn all waste. The cost of the rotary World health organization expert,and properly, and then takég certain
tals, only three zfre study conducted by a specialist of accessories. fern is very high. The authority statedRaqi Zankali says that Yemen, being acars to be buried in special location.

operative. Four health infertility in Syria showed that dioxin However, the project scheduled tothat the current incinerator does not
faﬁ:ilities .namely Ath- increases the production of INHBIN start operation the beginning of thismeet all requirements of environmenta
Thoura hospital AI-Sa{ba'een hospital poisonous substance that demolish-Year has not been_ c_ompleted. Fif_ty pgrpro_tec_tion in terms of reducing dioxin
and blood transfer center as well as it€s the ovaries. It consequently causesCent of th(_e_ remaining construction isemissions and otr_ler gases.
branches in Sana'a and Aden decideatiscarriages and weakens fertlity. still  awaiting financial support.  Abdu-Bagi Ghailan, officer for water
t0 obtain medical incinerators The American Agency for Therefore, the incineratorwhich is and environmental projects at the
Regardless of the sophistication ofEnvironmental Protection confisn s_uppo?edhto Ibe d|19|1|e _souAtlhzasdnrec- Social dFuncé for DeVG|0|pI'ﬂ€I’;;[, com-
those incinerators, burning medicalthat dioxin is a cancerous. The agencyt'on of the landfill in Al-Azrageen, mented on n“\/lronmenta aut orlf_y_
waste is dangerous to human healttsays that dioxin is transferred via air, 16km away from the city center is notletter saying, people must be reall_stlc
The British  Association for entering primary food substances yet working. Yemen will not be able to afford a high-

Environmental Medicine says thateven in areas far away from the site of There are many reasons for thdy sophlstlcated incinerator. The socia
Medical waste incinerators ara emission. Meat, milk derivatives, delay. The most important are cost andund will have to accept the specifica-

major source of toxic air emissions,eggs and fish are the main foods environmental impact. The General tions of the agreed-upon incinerator.”
especially dioxin and cadmium The);through which dioxin is transferred. It Authority of Environmental Protection He added that the current situation is
are connected to cancer of the liveraccumulates in fat tissue. Babies areSaid that the incinerator has directvery miserable as medical waste i

lungs, and stomach. exposed to dioxin five times more

impacts on the population, soil, air andourned in open air, causing environ
Exposure to these substancedhan adults, due to the high proportion water. It is also close to residentialmental pollution andhealthproblems.
affects the immune system and weakof fat in a mother's milk.

areas near the landfill (Al-Azrageen).  Ghailan also pointed to the financial
Because of this the environmentalproblems that faced the projectThe
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JOB VACANCIES

Nexen is a Canadian-based, global energy company growing value responsibly. We are strategically positioned in some of the world's most exciting regions: the North Sea, deep-
water Gulf of Mexico, Middle East, offshore West Africa and the Canadian Athabasca oil sands. Nexen offers a strong focus on individual training, an attractive compensation
package and a benefits plan that extends medical coverage to immediate family, including parents. Job opportunities with Nexen Yemen extend across both our blocks, Canadian
Nexen Petroleum Yemen - Masila (BLK14) & Canadian Petroleum Yemen East Al-Hajr (BLK51).

Executive Assistant Position #0707

Job Duties

(o]

(0]
(0]

Reporting to the President and General Manager, and with the assistance of one direct report, brings
excellent organizational and administrative skills to ensuring the efficient delivery of professional office
systems and processes to meet and support the requirements of the executive management team.
Administrative tasks for the executive management team, include typing, responding to urgent phone
calls, coordinating meetings, assisting with expense reporting, maintaining stationary and coordinating
schedules and travel arrangements, consolidation and integration of information for monthly and quarterly
reports, ad-hoc reports, etc.

Tracks Ministry approvals to ensure Nexen is fully compliant with all required processes relative to out of
country business visitors. Liaises with translation, the sponsoring Manager other stakeholders as
required on out of Yemen business visitors.

Manages information flow to and from the executive management team including appropriate
documentation of correspondence, filing, and archiving.

Coordinates and manages the distribution process related to delegations of authority for the executive
management team in their absence.

Frequent contact with senior Yemen Government officials, the CNPY Operating Committee
representatives, Calgary-Yemen Operations Group and offices in the UK and Dubai. These interactions
with internal and external personnel are typically of a confidential and highly sensitive nature that requires
mature and professional conduct at all times.

This position may require frequent travel between Nexen Yemen'’s two Sana’a offices.

In keeping with the needs of our business this position is five days a week, 8am to 5pm.

Minimu m Requirements:
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Minimum high school diploma with 5 years in the petroleum industry as an Administrative Assistant or
Executive Secretary; or business administration/English literature degree with minimum of two — three
years as Administrative Assistant or Executive Assistant.

Secretarial Arts or Office Administration Diploma or equivalent would be considered an asset.
Supervisory skills are desirable.

A high level of proficiency with Microsoft Office programs is required.

Familiarity with electronic filing systems is an asset.

Fluent in English and Arabic, both written and verbal a strong re quirement

Mechanical Forenan- CPF (Position #01115A, @58)

ties

Oversees the construction of pipelines, mechanical facilities and associated work scopes. Under general
instructions from his supervisor, arranges with contractor for necessary materials and equipment and
supervises contractor's equipment on site. Signs time tickets and provides progress reports on
construction activity.

Carries out other similar or related duties such as preparation of work sites, constructing foundations,
structural components, testing of the same.

Ensures the work is carried out in a safe manner and that CNPY policies and procedures are being
followed. Participates in CNPY Safety programs

Ensures that work is completed cost effectively and within the scheduled time allotment.

Prepares cost estimates and work plans for various projects and tasks

Minimu m requirements

(o]
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Bachelor degree or related trades certification.

3-4 years experience in Mechanical / piping systems, 1-2 years as a lead hand.

Good understanding of Construction practices and equipment capacities.

Ability to read mechanical and piping drawings and communicate to fabrication personnel.
Ability to read and write English, fluency in Arabic.

Valid Yemen driving license.

g Civil Condruction Foreman — CPFE (Position # 0152,0151
Job Duties
o Oversees the construction of concrete foundations, pre-cast concrete units, block and metal
buildings, finishing works, structural steel erection and associated work scopes. Under general
instructions from his supervisor, arranges with contractor for necessary equipment and supervising
contractor's equipment on site. Signs time tickets, provides progress reports on construction
activity.
o Ensures the work is carried out in a safe manner and that CNPY policies and procedures are being
followed. Participates in CNPY Safety programs
o Ensures that work is completed cost effectively and within the scheduled time allotment.
0 Prepares cost estimates and work plans for various projects and tasks

Minimu m Requirements:
o Bachelor Degree or related trades certification
3-4 years experience in civil and concrete construction, 1-2 years as a lead hand.
Good understanding of civil and structural construction and concrete practices.
Ability to read civil and construction drawings and communicate to Contractor personnel.
Ability to read and write English, fluency in Arabic.
Valid Yemen driving license.
Computer experience in MS Word and Excel would be considered an asset
Ability to use survey instruments e.g. levels and theodolites.

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0

4. Fab shop forema — CPF (Position # 21-23)
Job Duties
o Oversees, organizes and assigns work to welding, mechanical and piping fabrication crews on a

daily basis. Work projects are outlined on work orders filled out by the Construction Supervisor.
Includes coordinating and fabricating such things as well site spools, hydro cyclone spools, facility
platforms. Directs work of Contractor supervisors and foremen who in turn, direct heavy equipment
operators and welders to assemble materials used for fabrication.

0 Maintains documents for Quality Assurance / Quality Control program. Includes checking drawings
and piping to ensure dimensions are correct. Coordinates subsequent quality testing to ensure that
pipe or equipment was made according to specifications and ready for safe use.

o Teaches and monitors safe work practices on the work site. Includes using safe work positions
and using appropriate personal protective equipment.

0 Monitors the tool crib and consumables and requests replenishment when necessary. Includes
filling out requisition to replace such items as cutting out bits, welding rods, cutting discs, grinding
discs, oxygen and acetylene.

o Distributes timesheets and work orders to contractors. Ensures proper coding

o0 Prepares weekly progress reports and forwards to Construction Supervisor. Reports outline status
of work done and number of people involved in job.

o Carries out other similar or related duties such as acting as an interpreter between Construction
Foreman/Supervisor and contractor personnel.

Minimu m Requirements:

o0 Completion of secondary education (12 years) followed by 2 years' full-time formal training in
mechanical or pipefitting trades and 5 years of related experience.

o Good understanding of fabrication practices and ability to read mechanical and piping drawings.

Ability to read and write English, fluency in Arabic.
o Valid Yemeni drivers’ license.

o

o Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

o To Apply for this Job and for further information on the Job duties and responsibilities you can visit our website www. nexe ninc.c om/careers/y emen
o Applications should be submitted NO later than September 9th, 2007. Faxed applications will not be considered.
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Culture

The O

By: Ikbal Al-Haji

trolling down the streets of
Sana’a, one can't help bbé
attracted by the citg’
rchitectural beayt
intricately decorated buildings
with their traditional, colored-glass, half-
moon-shaped window panels
(Qamariyya). This unique architectural
detail makes the Old City of Sana’a
special. Envious of the city’
homeowners, the by-passer wishes
possess one of these architectural gems.
The houses usually consist of two or
three floors, sometimes fou.common
feature of these buildings is the
“Mafrag,” an elaborately decorated room
located at the top of the house,
overlooking the neighboring building.
This room functions as a place for
chewing Qat and resting. The remaining
floors consist of three rooms with small
windows. The moon panels play a vital
role in filtering light into the space. Every
ceiling features colorful decorative
accents.
It is uncommon for the actual owners
of these buildings to reside in their

propery, instead leasing the building  Painting describing famous features of Sana’a.

tenants.A recent gudy found that70

percent of the Old City of Sana'a areEvery house is rented at $250,” Nu'marwell as tourists visit his teahouge

renters, whereas homeowners do nddtated.

exceed 30 percent. The study added that On the other side of the Old City of other architectural details. Many togf of visit it to observe me and my houseislt

residents of the city who are originally Sana’a, people are reluctaantrenttheir

from Sana’a are scarce, abandoning thefiouses. “This is my house. | will not raisin juice. They ask about the builder ofare antiquities and beautiful moon
leave it even if | die out of hunger. This isthe teahouse, how old it is and how it wapanels. | am 90 years old. | will not rent

“My house is being rented for 15 an archeological house. | will maintain itbuilt. Mutahar stated that Sana’a neexs tmy house to anybody because it is my
years. | rented it because | have a bifpr my grandsons. Thits the Old City of be developed by its own citizens.

houses for several reasons.

family and | do not need it. It is rented atSana’a, the origin offemen,” Ateeqah

YR 35,000 as it is inside the Old City of Ahmed stated.

Sana’a,” Ahmed Ali shared.
“You can hardly find real dwellers of decorated with stone archesd small

the city. | rented my house to foreign chimneys along with small windows between the natives and the newone of the SeveWonders of thé\orld.
students,” Mansour Hussein commentedallowing sunlight to illuminate stone inhabitants.”

“| have three housedwo are in the tables carved in the ground. The owner “l was living in the Old City of Sana’a continue to abandon the iteaving is
Old City of Sana’a and one in Al-Asbahi Mutahar, is warm and welcoming. He hasut | rented my house because the city isrowded markets and streets to bg
city. I rented those in Sana’a’s Old City been known by the people in the areaery crowded with markets, shops andnhabited by foreign dwellers and
tradesmen to store their goods. | ansince the time of his father. Now an oldrestaurants,” Mustafa Ahmed stated.

living now with my family in Al-Asbahi. man, Mutahar revealed th¥emenis as

Al-Saila in the old city of Sana’a.

ld City of Sana’a: An
architectural paradise

A popular teahouse in the Old City isthe dwellers of Sana’a are Sana’anizeche “Cultural Capital othe ArabWorld”

Fadhl Al-Amdi

uncles. | leftthe countryside 30 years
observe the uniquely carved tables andgo. | am living in this hous&ouriss

their observation with a cup of cold, freshone of the most decorated houses. It h3

heritage. | will never leave it,” Omar
AhmedYahya, an old man and long- Nassir shared.
time resident of Sana’a, said, “Mostt The OId City of Sana’a was deemed

Nowadays you cannot differengat by UNESCO in 2004. It is considered
natives

Despite such recognition,

tourists, mesmerized by this ancient
“This is the only house | got from my city’s architectural beauty and charm.

Old city of Sana’a is known for its peculiar architecture.
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Abdul-Rahman Ibrahim Munif
The prolific and renowned
Arabic novelist of our time

Prepared by: Eyad N. Al-Samman

bdul-Rahman Ibrahim
Munif (1933-2004)
was a Saudi novelist,
economist and oppo-
sitional intellectual.
He was born in Amman, Jordan to an
Iraqi mother from Baghdad. His
father was a trader of Saudi origin,
originally from Qusayba village in the
region of Najd in central Saudi
Arabia. Munif studied the Holy
Quran first and then attended Al-
Abdalia School in Amman and
obtained his baccalaureatén 1952,
he departed to Iraq to study law at thg,oqk which was a study of situatiohs
University of Baghdad. Munif joined j, |raq from 1917 to 2003 entitledl
the Ba'ath Party and participated inu”aq: Notes on History and
demonstrations againghe Baghdad Registance”
Pact in February 1955. Due to his \ynif started producing fictiond!
career as a political activist, he wasyorks when he was almost 40. Hi
expelled from Iraq together with otherfig jiterary debut was in 1973 whq
student activists and web EQYPt he puplished his first novel entitle
where he pursued his academic stud¥r ees and the Assassination
and graduated from Cairo UniversityMarzooqn, which presented new ar]
Sin 1958. He won a Ba'ath Party schol-pergasive means for the creation
arship to the former Yugoslavia andpy,qre humane, free, and just sogigt
obtained a Ph.D in petroleum ecoqnif was one of the writers wh
nomics from Belgrade University in gycelled in prison fiction with his tw
1961. novels“East of the Mediterranean’

He returned to Beirut, Lebanon and(1975) andNow and Here or East o
worked for the Ba'ath Party's headihe Mediterranean Once Agai

office for a year. In 1964, he settled in(1991). “A Magian Love Story
Damascus, Syria for nea.rly a decgd%lgm) is another novel in whi
and worked as an expert in the Syriafgynif romantically discussed the
Oil Ministry. In 1963, Munif waan- - empedded relation between the
ished from the Ba'ath Party and hegjyilizations of the Orient and t
consequently resigned from the partyycident “Aalam Bela Khara'it” (A
in 1965. His political activities caused\y/orid Without Maps, 1982) is a novl

stripping of his Saudi nationality in \itten by Munif and coauthored Hy
1963 when he criticized the then-pgjestinian author Jabra Ibrah|m

regime. He moved to Beirut in 1973 j5p,4.

to work on editing'’Al-Balagh” cul- — pynif's most important literar
tural journal and left Beirut after out- ;o was the quintet dMudun Al-
break of the Lebanese civil war inpjn» (Cities of Salt, 1984-1989].
1975, settling once again in Baghdade cities of Salt Quintetis the longes
He worked as a consultant for thenoyel in modern Arabic literaturg,

Organization of Petroleum Exporting,yhich took more than six years to pe
Countries (OPEC) and as an editoryitten at 2.500 pages and

in-chief of the journalAl-Nift Waa panned in several Middle Eastgm
Al-Tanmiya” (Oil and Development) o ntries, including Saudi Arabig.
in Baghdad. The Irag-Iran War (1980-«cities of Salt Quintet'registers th
1988) pushed Munif to leave Iraq forpisiory of Arab life through the criti
France, taking up residence incy| eye of an insider and emphasites
Boulogne near Paris, where heée factthat Arabs have been victi

remained until 1986. He then movedyt their rulers and foreigners. Each|of
to Damascus, Syria where he settleds five volumes has a different plpt

down, devoting himself to writing Up 4nq are unified with a distinctive to

until his death. The first volume,“Al-Teeh” (The
Munif was a prolific and advanced \yjiderness 1984), covers the ye
writer in the Arab world. He believed o 1933 to 1953. The second v

thatthe Arabic novel is the history of ume, “Al-Ukhdood” (The Trench
those who do not have a source of hisjgeg)  geals with historical even

sical reference. Mui is tl - authorpye e, 1953 and 1958. The th
of 15 long novels and more than 9v0|ume,“Taqaseem Al-LayMaa Al-
non-fiction books as well as studiesygnar (Variations on Day an
on political, socio-economic and CU"Night, 1989), moves backward to%]i
tural issues. He wrothis first book period between 1891 and 1930. The
entitled, “The  Principle  of = foyth “Al-Munbatt” (The Uprooted
Partnership and the Nationalization 1989), moves forward to the yes

of Arab Oil” (Beirut, 1972), which between 1964 and 1969. The fiff
was a documental research abthet “Badiyat Al-Dhulumat” (Desert of
future ~of the oil industry. In parrness, 1989), which is dividg
DemO(’:’racy _First, Democracy jnio two parts, first returns to 192(
Always” (Beirut, 1992), Munif 35 and then moves to 1964-75.
expressed his commitmetat democ-  \jynif’s last monumental work wg
racy as a tool to face, deal with, andarq Al-Sawad” (Land of Darknes
solve many of the regions’ problems.ijjogy, 1999), which comes in thrde
In 2003, Munif published his last 5 mes covering 1,500 pages, imag-
inatively narrating the era of Iraqi hi

tory during the early 18 century.
Munif’s literary works were transla
ed into over 10 languages and in 19
Munif won the Al-Awais Cultural
Award. He also won the Award
Cairo Gathering for Arab Creativit
in Novel Writing in 1998. Munit
posthumous published works inclu
“Mother of Vows”  (2005),
“Pseudonyms” and “The Open
Door” (2006).

Munif passed away on January 2
2004 after a prolonged sickness wh
living in exile in Syria. Munif has no
been awarded the recognition he
deserves, especially in the English
language, but he will be remembered
as the Arab novelist who enrich¢d
Arabic culture through his literary
prose.
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RENTALS * SALES * SURVEYS
APPRAISALS
PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE
v tr B oV 0 BROKER PREviOuSLY LICENSED FROM DEPT. OF
e W3 AV . af _Y Vot REAL ESTATE, CALIFORNIA , U. S, A. (1980 - 1984)
QEAQERe Y X - SBER0Y > *  SCHOOL AND TRAINING , CENTURY 21 REAL ESTATE
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIF, U. S, A. (1979 - 1980)
*  CENTURY 21 REAL ESTATE ACTIVE AGENT , MEMBER
OF BOARD OF REAL TORS , NEW-PORT BEACH, CALIF.
U. S. A (1980 - 1984)
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All your needs

under one roof.
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M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)

International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest
Sana’'a)

InternationaMWorldwide Door to
Door Services.

Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.

Over flying & Technical stops fo
aircrafts at alYemen Airports.

IN SANA’A FROM 1990TIL TODAY
* CLOSED MANY RENTAL TRANSACTIONS FOR
EMBASSIES, AMBASSADORS RESIDENCES,
DIPLOMA TS ACCOMMODATIONS , OIL COMPANIES
OFFICES, INTERNATIONAL ORG . ACCOMMODATIONS
FOR STAFFS AND EXPATS WORKING IN SANA'A . R.
OF YEMEN

17°8°S2'0 »£8 " J3A+
AlI-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER

‘'® A3"- T\ Uo®8 Y

Haddah st. infront oAl- K@n\éﬁn‘ en@r U S\ - @RI ¥-9¥d«8§éﬁ( 09

Td: 266375 - 5GB00 202<e0 - S39ENE :JuHM?

Fax: 28619 Sovoret’8.

chac : «.'
P.O Box: 5465 Amsil: efsidsni®ysmsn.nsi.ys

Tel : 01-531221/531231
Fax: 01-531130
Hot line: 733030062 (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana'a
Republic Of Yemen.

a‘a— ublicE

P.O. Box 15053,

Yemen. h §
m&mgenservices@y.het.yd

Website: www.mmlogisticsyemen.co

Cargo

Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer

« Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

« Packing/Land Transportation.

« International door to door serviceg.

« Warehousing /Logistical planning

« Customs clearance/Local
Visa/Documentation handling.

 Real Estate Services.

« Ticking Reservations & General
Tourism Services.

« Courier Services.

DETCOX

£

NOTICE

Mr. Sheikh Ahmed Asnawaramholding Indian
PasportNo: E2620360and Yemen Residen
Visa No: 0100034164under the sponsorshig
Mumbai Darbar has bee absconding with cash in U.S Dojlg
since 16.08.2007 from Sana&ho ever employees him will e
at their own risk & if he found kindly report tdMumbai
Darbar, Sana'a.
The Tel no. + 967 1 446487 & Mob. No: + 967 733853040I

2Q0\ IRU IRUHLJQHUYV
A two floor villa five rooms each with
three bathrooms and one kitchen is for
rent. It has also two entrances and five
cars garage.

The villa has a two room extension plus
one kitchen, one bathroom, and three
landlines. It is located in Hadda. It must
be used as a house or a company.

For more information please contact:
713157183 or 77196137
00965-9065112, Ali Al-Muntasser
Unfurnished US$ 1500, US$ 2000
furnished.

(S

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696
P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.qf
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye
Website:
wwwiransglobalyemen.com

W Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domeptic
& international forwarding air & sed.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903
216048 / 407905

degree in Chemical enginee(for foreigners).

diploma in computer & Contact: 777408711
English language Seven yeallVilla for rent, located in
experiences inHadda, consists of 5 rooms, Il For sale, Gyota Corolla,

in computer and networksystem, English very good@MTeachers of
maintenance. accountant with 6 years ofnglish language
English writing and spoken. experience. for grade 1 up
Contact: 777 504 558 Contact: 73336 746 to9, teacher of

Situation

Il A 25 year old RussianB Abo Ali, diploma in Math's & Science Administration. Mukall- baths, 1 kitchen, XXLmodel 2004, Golden color
Vacant physiotherapy specialist, haknglish language from MICEfor grade 7,8 anc Hadramout. garden, with terrace enoughood condition,suitable price.
a certificate  from a destitute (india), diploma ing, the Contact: 777 006 904. for 6 cars, for only $ 800 aContact: 733475764

manth

Contact: 777408711 Computers

B Two excellent flats for

office rent in clean and secur@@For sale: Laptop HP
documeni@lFor rent in Al-Asbahi, 2 building, behind the centra(Vista), processor centrino,

-Rgmbow Pre SCh(_’OIHabarovsk University incomputer hard ware (India)qualifications:
requires 2 female Englistyiotherapy wants to beliploma in photoshop (India)@zhalarss oig
teachers  with  excellenkyyyived in Yemen. Contactertificates in same field

speaking abilities, creativityy, qgh email atword,Excel,windows,powerc o ntac t :
and productivity to work with |56y margo@mailgogle.infpoint. 734831992-415309

5HDO (V
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NOUB+3' 03 Furniture

administration,

age groups from 3-9 yearg He wishes to work at anymlAdel , Engineer indrafting floor villa, consist of 8 bank H.D 100 GB, speed 1.6, Ram
old. B Bl Technical consultationsuitable position. computer  systems folcontact: 734009976 - yooms, 4 baths, 1 kitchenContact: 733817 494 1GB AND 256MB, Wirless +
If you are qualified please,,q programming Contact: 733364 302 automation and control /33829579 garden terrace for4 cars , DVD Writer, monitor 15.

call us on: 414-026
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Yemen entranced by Sufl Music

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

ohammad Ahmed
Warsi devotes his
life to Sufi music.
So have many mem
bers of his family for
many generations. They perform all
over the world. The group, who are
based in India where Sufi music is
prevalent, came to Sana'a on Friday
(and Aden on Saturday) to give
Yemenis the opportunity to hear a musi
cal form that is becoming rare. They
were invited by the Indian embassy in
Sana’a as part of 60th anniversary of
Independence celebrations.
MohammadWarsi’s group of seven
musicians include four of his brothers,
two of his cousins and his son, who one
day will take over the leadership from

his father Mohamad Wari and Group: Keeping Qawwali alive through passing the profesion from one generation to the other.

“It's been in my family over seven

Tel: 01 560031

generations and | intend to maintain thisng, even though the lyrics can somePakistan.
profession in the family for many moretimes sound widely secular, or outright
generations to comesaid Warisi. hedonistic. An example of this is theKeeping it alive

Qawwali pronounced as Kavali, isGhazal, which talks about the joys ofQawwali is not taught in schools like
form of devotional music of the Islamic drinking and the agony of separationother forms of Indian arts. Although this
mystics also known as Chisti Sufis offrom the beloved. Sufi music usually written in Urdu and
the Indian subcontinent. Performers use Today there are songs using moder®anjabi is found in India and Pakistan
dhol or tabla (type of drums) harmonicamusic techniques and rhythm, and irthere is a threat of it fading away. Soms
and vocals of different levelsThe some areas there are female and mat# the difficulties according t@/arsi are
group which is usually betweehito 8 groups in which the performance isthe popularity of modern and interna
members, sits on the ground in twodone like a singing conversationtional music. Therefore the demand fof
rows and start chanting and using théetween the men and women. HoweveQawwali as such is dwindling among
drums and clapping to regulate theWarsi is old school. and does notthe public.
singing paceWarsi plays the harmoni approve of this. Warsi’s group is famous throughout
ca while he sings passionately, swaying “.I stick to old poems we heard from India, therefore the group can afford to
his head every now and then completeour fathers and will try to maintain it perform full time. He also travels the
ly overwhelmed with the music and thethis way in my family,” hesaid. world with his music performing in
words. His son MohammadNaris Nawaz Europe, RussiaSouth Africa and the

barely 18, nods his head in agreemerfar East.

Staying original and a charming smile. He had been He says that non-Urdu speakers ca
The words are usually poems writtenplaying the tabla since age five and haenjoy his performances because in-thg
centuries ago, probably since the ememade it a full time profession since longatres there is often a translation of thg
gence of the art in the 8th century inago. Although he managed to go to higltyrics for the audience to read. “Even
Persia. It originally used to be per school, he is not interested in collegdoreigners relate to Qawwali as they are

=)
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formed in Sufi shrines but has expandlike the rest of his siblings. moved by the music and rhythm,” he
ed to cultural theaters and social gather “I am strongly passionate aboutsaid.
ings. Qawwali and hope to fill my fathers

Like any other art, Qawwali has goneshoes when the time comes. | traveR state of trance?!
through transformations to suit moderrwith the group around the world andListeners, and often artistes themselves
taste. don't feel | am sacrificing anything by are transported to a state \Wajad, a

The central themes in traditionaltaking this line of work,” the young trance-like state where they feel at one
Qawwali are love, devotion and longingWarisi said. Mohammadivaris is also with God, generally considered to be
for the divine. The poetry is implicitly proud of the fact that his daughter isthe height of spiritual ecstasy in Sufism.
understood to be spiritual in its meanmarried to a Qawwali singer from The music starts off slowly with soeth
ing rhythmand gradually builds upo
an exciting frenzy.

Naseem Urrehman is a UNICERief
cer from Pakistarwas clearly moved at
the Qawwali evening. “It takes you out
of your surroundings and overwhelms
you with spiritual feelings that | cannot
describe,” he said.“ It touched me
deeply because | am away from home.
But | did not reach a state of trance on
Friday because the environment could
not allow this. The performers were on
the stage far from the audiendgsually
the audience surrounds the performers.”

The group is ora bur of Gulf coun-
tries, sponsored by Indian Council of
Cultural Relations. Iryemen, Arif Ali,
an Indian national is the organizer of the
local sponsorship for accommodation
and local transport from the Indian

The listeners and often the performers reach a state of spiritual ecstaas the community inYemen.

rhythm of music goes faster and louder.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye
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Weddings in Yemen

Traditions and social customs of marriac

countries, particularly those of in preparing banquets for those guesstarts after lunch. During Al-Magyad,

edding cere
monies inYemen

are not much dif
ferent from those
of other Arab

tribal and rural areas.

Nonetheless, marriage cere “Al-Garm.”

monies inYemen differ from

one area to another. In thegroom’s father go to the neighborhoodding procession.
northern parts ofYemen the chief who, in his turn, notify everyone in The ceremonies of the wedding pro
man pays the costs of marriageghe neighborhood of the kind of foodcession in sana’a start with some tradi
ceremonies; he pays the dowrythey should prepare like bread, sweets.tional dances followed by the Zafah,
prepares and furnishes the However the responsibility of prepar actual wedding procession that lasts fo,
house, and takes careing of the banquet's main meals, likesan hour and a half to two hours.

of the wedding ban
quet. In southern
areas, the bride
takes to her hus
band’s house all
that she’d need

(e.g.) bedroom
furniture,
kitchenware.

Here, we
will take an
overall look at

a particular
side of these
wedding:

the social

side. In
such

side,

social

soli-

darity becomes very
obvious, where the
groom entertains ten
to three hundreds
person  for
three continu
ous days.
Those
guests usually

come from nearby cities and villages, inthe close villages) accompanied by
addition to groom relatives who would drummers. Theperform differentradi
take the hardship of traveling far dis tional dances till the lunch time, at which
tance to attend the wedding. they head back to have their lunch.
Usually, the groom’s neighbors help Al-Magyal, sitting for chewing Qat,

which is a strong social tradition calledchanter or a vocalist sings some chant
and attendees repeat after him, uftil
To alarm the neighbor of Al-Garm, the PM. where people get ready for the wed

meats and broth, is the groom’s farisly =~ During Azafah, the chanter sings
Those meals are usually prepared frorsome religious chants as the groom, ca
the goats and cows that the grosm’rying a sword, walks slowly from the
guests bring along with them. start of the street, till he reaches hig

Al-Mizayn —servant- does the cookinghouse doorsteps. The street is usually |
part of those meals. Ash-Showa'ad, by special lamps and candles. Unusug
group of the groom’s guests, have thdabit is pricking with needles, as away tg
duty of going to the brid’s house (or-il distract him during Azafah. Therefore
lage) to accompany her procession to thiamily members should keep an eye o
groom’s house. the groom at all times.

Even though, a lot of money is spent After Azafah,the groom asks permis
in such weddings, it is all ok as long assion to leave for his bride, as guest
the wedding went on a way that’s up tadance until from 1@M. till the dawn.
the family or the tribe’s honor and nobil- As the groom arrives at the bride’s room
ity. That's because weddings are lookethe sits next to her and juices and coffe
at as important tribal festivals. served.

Nonetheless, one can reduce the cost of The next morning, dances are -per
wedding according to his financial abili formed. And in the afternoon, the similar
ty, in some cases wedding would be limeeremonies are conducted just like th
ited to immediate family members andprevious day

close friends.

Lailat EI-Haky

Weddings in Sana’a In the night of El-haky, they take the brid
Weddings in Sana’a are looked ataas to traditional bathroom where she is giv-
way to vie in glory with others, whereing a bath. Then they take her to the
the total cost reaches a million YR, moralivan of women, as her face is covere
or less. with a black veil with beautiful variega-

The wedding ceremonies usuallytions called “ Mogana’ Elhena.”
starts with distributing wedding invita ~ Four women start applying hennal
tions, followedby “Lailat El-Hena”— designs on the bride’s hands and feet
night of Henna, for both the bride andMeanwhile, in the groom’s house, the)
the groom. In that night, guest must dalrums are beaten and groom is taken {
“At-Tarh”, giving the groom amount of the bride’s house, while Henna is still in
money each according to his ability.  his hand. After that, groom is taken back

At-Tarh could also be done after theto his house to wash off the henna, whic
wedding procession. Durind\t-Tarh, is applied in design like it is with the
the Mizayen collects the money for thebride, of his feet and hands.
groom, announcing the name ofeth The next day is called “Al-Mashti.” In
giver using a traditional phrase that goe#\l-Mashti, ceremonies start at a very
“ O’ groom, it is collected for you from early hour, where bride is given anothe
so and so (gives name) the amount bath before the drummers arrive. Coffeq
of...” is served in this day, then more henna i

If the groom decided that there wouldapplied to bride’s hands and feet. Thg
be no banquet, just to save on the cosguests leave when the henna session
then the night of Henna and A-Tarhdone with, just to come back at lunch
won't take place. Instead, the groontime carrying At-Tarh and gifts.
goes with his guests, in the early morn- The bride’s family brings a censer
ing of the wedding day, to a traditionalwhile one of the bride’s little brother or
bathroom. sister cuts the bride’s hair from the fron{

After finishing his bath, the groom and the back. After having lunch, the
and his guests head back to the his houseide’s guests head to the grooimaise.
where they eat their breakfast then theyt night, entertainments are performeg
leave for a drive around the city (or towhile serving coffee to attendees.
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Wedding parties in Hadramout: Keeping
with traditional rituals

Brian J. McMorrow

Dawan wedding dance.

Yemeni Weclclings

By: Fatima Awodh AlSubban time of the wedding was confirmed two year©iome. She usually
fatamh@sify.com after the day of the engagement. If the girl wadidn't know what
10 years old at the time of engagement, theas happening
t is exciting to travel aroundemen, in  wedding would during her twelth birthday andaround her. Her
every city and village you discover normally she was unaware her wedding hafamily would not
thrilling rituals that keep you amazedbeen set. tell her anything
and eager to learn more. What you may During the preparations for the weddingbecause she was
see in one area, you will seefdiently women would grind coffee and ginger in mornormally still a
in another area. It is becauseYamen'’s rich tars with pestles in the groom's home in a cuyoung girl. Inthose
cultural heritage. In talking about wedding rit tom called "Aldegagh.'Women would sing days it was believed
uals inYemen, you will find many differences. and dance accompanying a singer. This rituél was better for her

Weddings in Hadramout feature such thingsould usually occur during the morning of theto be inexperienced
as aldegagh, which is the cutting of the bede’second day athe wedding. in life and that it was better for the girl marriedoccured during the afternoon followed by the
hair. Hadramout weddings are usually four Neighbors, relatives and friends attendeéarly — usually between Edd 12 With thisin  groom and a number of his relative visiting the
days long and the traditional practices aréhe wedding celebrations alongside the famimind the family would order her out of herbride's father, then going either to the masjid

home when they called her. for Al Asha'a or after Magrib prayers.

When she reached the door of her home, In the night, the groom was prepared for Al-
one of her relatives, usually her uncle woul@&aherh Al-Henna'a or "Al — Makhderh." Men
carry her on his back. The women then covgathered and sat the groom on a stage while
ered her with the "a green Sebaih, which- ushired team sang to liven up Al-Saherh. In these
ally had the girl crying by then. This ritual isteams a great singer would preside over the
called the "Alrebout" because the bride waseremony such as the likes of Muhammad
unaware ofher own wedding ando one Jeamh Khan or Abudalreb Edrees. He would
would ask ortake her opinion. And of course sing until midnight and then the men walll
there were no objections, déscussions. This put henna on the groom #&te end of the
is considered the first event in the weddingight's events.
party and the most traditional. Alrebout is still The next day for the "Aldegagh,” relatives
one of the rituals in Hadramout still in practiceof the groom gathered in the tent, the women
until now to grind the coffee and ginger. Each woman

The female guests, relatives and friendwould place one hand on the hand of therthe
would start to sing and dance into the nightvoman next to her, together hammering the
The next day, ithe morning, the bride wadil coffee and then the ginger while singing at the
prepare for the second party, in whidhe beat of the drums until noon.
wore a green dress while her hands and legsIn the afternoon, all of the groom's family
were decorated with henna. The singers woulsiould go to the bride'some tohave lunch.
singwedding song#o thebride. Thisevent is They would then go home to prepare for that
called “Sout Al Henna'a.” In the afternoon, thenight by outfitting the groom to receive his
bride covered by the green alsebaih and withride. His mother accompanied him to the
part of her hair exposed and dangling arounride's home for the bridal night as is custom
her face, she would sit on a chair while thewry in many places over the world.
put a dish on her thighs. In the dish was a pair On the third day all the events occur in the
of scissors. Her father and relatives woulg@room's home where everyone assembles for
then come one after the other and take the scthe lunch meal. The bride would then appear
sors to cut a little bit of the hair dangling bydressed in her jewels and beautiful dress.
her face. After this ritual the bride was pre Smiling, she would dance among the women.
sented with gold rings, earrings and otherjewr his ritual is called "Al Subeh."
elry. On the fourth day, drums and songs could

common, but now with economic constraintdies of the bride and groom.tent was erected  During that night the bride would be pre be heard in the groom's home. During the
people tend to shorten their celebrations dowin the street, on top of the roof of the house grared for bridal night, called "Leelth Al afternoon, all the women would gather at the
to two days. in the biggest room of the house to animate tHeokhlh" because the groom would then combome of the groom and make "Al Mould,

In the past, the wedding dress used waswedding within it. Now however, some peopleo take his bride to his new house. Naturallyconsidered a religious party with religious
green Sabaih, especially in Mukalla and itsvill hire halls in big hotels even when theythe bride would be very afraid at the momentongs and poems. The bride would then sit
outskirts, considered an attractive color for therect a tent. This tent is erected and tightensge@t curious to meet her husband. In the pastmong her relatives looking wonderful while
bride to wear on such a special day. Howgevewith ropes at the corners of the nearest houst®e bride would bring all her furniture, fromthey congratulated her
in Al Wadi Hadramout brides could alwaysand carpets are strewn across the floor withiner family, toher new house. Unfortunately, some of these customs have
chose among a wide selection of dress colotke tent. The tents are used for the women'sOn foot the bride would walk the streets tdallen by the wayside. Things such as the the
for the wedding party, at a time when womerparties that include Sout Al hena'a - the partyeach the groom's home. There was no tranfsniture a bride brings with her to her new
were not affected by new fashion trentisey for the girls, the bridal night, Alsubeh, and forportation and the bride and groom walkedhouse, the wearing of the green alsebaih and
never thought to imitate others in their fashiothe groom participation in the Aldegagh eventoward their new home while the women sange aldeqagh of the groom have suffered a cul
and were happy with their own styleéet as well. until they reached their destination. In modertural death these dayé/e can only hope tte
nowadays, women have The weddingsn Tarim differ from the wed- times the bride usually rides in a luxurious cacustom of Aldegagh reappear.

replaced the green Sabaih with other dresslings of coastal Hadramout even though themecorated with artificial flowers and writings Customs and traditions are very important
es for Al Sout Alhena'a, while maintaining theare certain similarities in both cities. in the mirror of the car wishing for a happyin our life. They reflect our original roots and
white dress for the bridal night. According to some old female folklore, marriage our culture. Hopefully it will become a main

In those days the bride had no idea abouwthich describes the events of the wedding in At the groom’s house the ceremony wbul stay that can influence this new age and its
when her engagement or wedding party dathe past, the four-day wedding parties for theegin when he signs the wedding contraageneration that needs to continue these cus
would be orshe hadn’t met her groom. Thebride moved from her home to the neighbor'with the bride's father. The signing usualljtoms and traditions.
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Men’s wedding celebrations

Who said weddings are all about
women?Yemen Times explores
some of the fascinating traditions
for Yemeni men wedding cele-
brations.

dried and powdered and

is considered a symbol
of good things and is
used is the wedding cele-
bration of the groom as
well as for the bride.

During this ceremony
the groom is placed in
the center and while
singing particular song
called “Alam henna”

which translates the
world of Henna, all par-
ticipants go around and
put some Henna on th

groom as a blessing to
wish him a happy mari-

Men’s weddingin Taiz
The first day of a wedding, called
“Al-Tamsia,” begins at 8:00 p.m.
People from the local village, rela
tives, neighbors and friends gather
in the groom’s houseA group of
drummers perform for one hour
Attendants fire shots from the
roof of the groom’s house as well
as from some neighboring houses
before descending to commence
the evening festivities with dancing

and singing. Some guests dance tal life.

and sing while others clap and Menin 6D Q D «ie@dings wear the sword as a symbol of strength andto's  lash out evil, as Meals during the
throw money towards those per well as flowers to represent beauty, prosperity, and lov e. wedding celebration are
forming. usually at  lunch.

The following day, drummers cession to the wedding place.songs) is when all friends of the Generally includes Haris, which is
signify the beginning of lunchtime. Guests chew gat whilst singing andgroom walk around him and joyful meat, grain with butter and spices.
After lunch, guests carry the groom chanting. In addition, the hairdress ly rehearse poems and pay tributeAt dinner time the main dish is rice
in procession to a large place in theer cuts a lock of hair from the back to all his good qualities in their and meat.
village. The groom wears on his of the groom’s neck. verses. The poems may be also
head a green mantilla, indicating At night, a group of relatives and about general life matters or family Lahj parties
the happiness of his new life. It is friends accompany the groom to life. Gun shots may be heard duringLahji weddings contain customs
acceptable if he uses another colorfetch his bride. They launch gun this ceremony, close relatives andthat reflect the lifestyle and culture
if there is no green, but green is shots and fireworks along the way friends fire in the air of local citizens.Wedding parties
preferred. The bride’s relatives should receiv Sharh is another ritual of the include traditions related to wel

virginity. Additionally, the bride

used as a dye. The hennawears a green wedding dress, sym

bolizing fertility, cultivation and
receiving blessings from the land in
addition to the bride being blessed
with children.

The hands, feet and forehead of
the bride are tinged in a special
way. The tinge process includes the
hands, from the fingers to the upper
arms. It also covers the toes to the
upper part of the legs. This prepa-
ration of the bride makeser
appearance pleasing to the groom
and leaves a lasting impression. It
is an indication of the softness,
freshness and delicacy of the bride.

On thewedding day, the groom
carries a sword and wears a turban,
indicating his manhood and cem
petence. This seemingly coarse
demeanor provides a contrast to the
bride’s softness. The wedding
begins with verses of the Holy
Quran. Thebride joins her groom,
accompanied by dances asohgs
composed of poetic words signify
ing love, passion, happinessdan
beauty

The wedding festivities reach
their peak with the henna process.
The ceremony begins by washing

The groom sits on a chair and thethem as well. When the groom wedding ceremony. The word coming appearances, specifyingthe groomwith hennaand ends

guests surround him. Singers startenters to take his bride, a femalesharh means joy and it refers to allthe quality and color of clothes for with a henna dance the following

performing songs, describing the singer performs. After giving her moments of song and dance. Thethe bride and groom, as well asday at dawn. The henna dance is
groom and his happy day. The malesome money, the groom returns tosongs are usually performed by decorations and accessories.performed in unison, accompanied
guests once again fire shots whilethe wedding location with his local singer who plays the flute and Among Yemeni marriage customs, by a melodious rhythm and tune

the women utter trilling cries of joy bride. Thecouple arrives to special sings local Hadrami songs while Lahj is distinguished for its unique that is said to date back to the time
from the rooftops. songs being sung by friends andthe participants dance aboutwedding style. of the Torah.

The guests throw money ia  children from the roofs of cars. dressed in the local costume the Lahji weddings contain many
shawl placed on the groom’s head. Sarung or Futa (men cloth wrappedunique traditions related to the
The money, according to some vil- Hadrami celebrations around the lower part of the body). bride.The transparent cover placed
lage traditions, is for the groom In a Hadramout wedding the men The most important part of the on the bride's face is not lifted by
where as in other villages it is for have their share of the party andmale celebration of the wedding is the groom until he pays her a spec
the group of drummers and singers.celebration. The Zaamil (referring the Henna. The Henna or Henne isified amount of money. This cus-

The groom is then carried in pro to a type of traditional anthems anda plant which green leaves aretom is an indication of the bride’

Age old wedding customs of the south

very nation has its own modern clothing due to the influencemuch more expensive thamAden.
folklores, dances, and of satellite channels. In addition to the customary dowry given to the groom as support fo
songs. Ithasalsoitsow  Some young women go toa sum of money is given to themarriage expenses. Additionall
traditions and customs. extremes in choosing palaces andincles and brothers of the bride.other presents such as perfumes
Yemen is a part of Arab halls for wedding parties. Sameesa, According to some norms, theantiquities are given to the bride.
culture and has its own traditions,Sana'a resident, revealed that somgroom must give the bride some-Guests well-known to the couplé
superstitions, and legends. Everypeople rent a halit YR 600,000 for thing on the night of consummation.give as much money as they c4
area of the country has special musithe wedding nightnd YR 400,000 Some present five to seven poundsafford, sometimes ranging from YR
and dances, expressing the region’for the washing night. of gold. Each pound is worthYR 500 to YR 2,000.
lifestyle and common artistic spirit. As a solution to this daunting 30,000. The high costs of marriage ar
The popular dances of a communityfinancial problem, prominent social exacerbated by the quality of clothe
are a religious expression developedigures along with the ruling party High costs of washing worn by the bride. This includes
over time into an artistic work resorted to holding mass marriage irDue to the high cost, washing cere green cloth covered with the fra
reflecting the life circumstances andorder to reduce the costs of weddingnonies have been abandoned bgrance of Arabian jasmine.
morals of that community. parties. most families. It is commonly Customarily, on the dayf the
The southern and eastern gover- It is not onlyYemen that suffers known that this ceremony is con-washing ceremony, men have lung
norates inYemen are famous for from such high-cost weddings. Thenected to the wedding party the daytogether at 1:00 p.m., while wome
maintaining what is called "henna" United States has established a funébllowing marriage. Guests are gather around 3:00 p.m. Howeye
two days before a wedding party for assisting youth interested in mar-served a lunch consisting of rice withmost washing ceremonies are 1
Women sit beside each other wearfiage so as to avoid a prevalence ofneat in Aden or porridge (gruel) longer connected to the lunch me
ing traditional dresses from their unmarried citizens. with soup in Radfan andbyan. In due to increased prices. The cerem
area that match the henna color. For Umm Ibtasam shared that tradi-the northern parts ofemen, salad, ny has been exchanged for a night
example, in Aden and Al-Mahra, tional wedding customs still exist meat dishes, Saltah (mixed soup andancing for women.They dance
women wear shield clothes (Dera'),and are quite costly. She believedenugreek) accompany the mainafter Al-Eshaa’ prayer until mid
however, some dress in fashionablethat getting married in Sana'a ismeal. night.

During this daymonetary gifts are
.
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Dangerous customs in wedding festivities

s theYemenischool hairdressing and steam bath. Bi  him and his family from all marriage process iMemen. from occurring between the bride
year draws toa family prepares lunch for guestsderogatory things, that “the best Women crowding the bride: and groom.
close, families pre Wwhile he eats his own lunch andwedding is that upon which the This is the custom of women sur- Practice of the above-mentioned
pare forthe upcom puts on his wedding clothes. Theleast trouble and expense is rounding the bride in an attempt tocustoms are not only baseless
ing annual wedding groom’'s wedding festivities com bestowed.” Also, pressures to holdprevent the groom from approach-Islamically, but also prove to be
season, beginning in July and lastmence with the sound of drumssuch lavish weddings are mosting his legal wife. The justification both dangerous and in many cases,
ing through Ramadan into the newcalled “Al-Bara’a,” and fireworks. devastating to the poor, who haveused for such a practice tisat is a public nuisance, enough reason
year In less than a week, hundreds'he groom and guests then perfimited income. prevents “shameful” behavior to abandon them altogether.
of wedding partiestake place form the Dhuhrand ‘Asrprayersat Gun Shooting: This is the mios
throughout the cities and villagesthe mosque before proceeding talangerous ofYemeni wedding
of Yemen, in celebration of tb the wedding hall. During the cele- customs, rendering many wedding
union of newly-married couples. bration, guests sing and chant.  festivities into funerals.
Yemeni weddings are both beau- In the evening,there is “AF  Additionally, it is a source of
tiful and charming, their rites and Zafa” (special songs and terzaworry and unwanted noise for citi
customs differing from one placerima) followed by the presentation zens and travelers, especially the
to another. And yet, amidst suchof monetary gifts to the groam sick, elderly, and children.
beauty lie a varietpf unfavorabé  This tradition of giving money to ~ Wedding Motorcades: The
social behavior, which spoil anthe groom is meanto assist th parading ofa set numberof cars,
otherwise pleasurable occasion. groom in covering the expenses ofwhose design and quantity are
Traditionally, Yemeni wedding his new marriage. The celebrationused asa indicator of the bride’
festivities are restricted to Sundayscontinues untilthe arrival of tle status, is yet another custom eon
and ThursdayswWedding prepara- bride. tradictory to Islamic wedding eti
tions commence one week before quette.
the actual event with the arrival of Positive Traditions of Yemeni High-pitched microphonesse
relatives and friends of the groomWeddings: of microphones from the early
to the groom’s house. Then the Yemeni weddings have positive morning until late hours in the
countdown to the actual weddingcustoms, including the gatheringnight, sometimes up to an entire
day begins, a day that includes twoof relatives and friends under oneweek is a huggroblem due to the
periods of activityThe first period roof, representing cooperationdan noise factor, which irritates owners
starts in the afternoon until aroundsolidarity among the people of theof houses in neighborhoods where
6 p.m. The second period lastsarea. Additionally, the monetary weddings are taking place.
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., exceptgifts are a good tradition ithat Additionally, hospitals have com-
Thursday night celebrations, they provide support to the groomplained about the annoyance such
which continue into the who undoubtedly will face new microphone use poses to patients,
early morning, especially financial responsibilities. One robbing the sick of much-needed
in rural areas. excellent tradition is mass wed quiet and rest.

On the morning of the dings, which involve the marriage Magic and Jugglery: They are
wedding, the bride of groups of brides and grooms,from the dirty phenomena, which
adorns herself in her spe Whether rich or poor, at one time. appear throughout wedding par

cial wedding garb with ties, especially during the evening.
the help of her family Negative Wedding Customs: Additionally, they are from
after returning from Despite the many benefits foundamongst those acts that ear

a steam bath. gh Wwithin Yemeni wedding festivities, deemed impermissible in Islam,

ddings

Weapons in Yemen are considered tools of
expression and are often used to communicate
anger, happiness, greeting families, and firing in

the air at weddings.

begins her wed-
ding festivities
from the after
noon until the
evening,
when rela
tives of the
groom come
to whisk her
off to her
new hus-
band. Al

of this
occurs to

the tune

of happy
songs and
what in
Yemen is
called “Al-

Zafa.”

For the
groom, the
wedding day
starts  with

there are also unfavorable customget are still practiced ifYemen,
and behavior that occur with theespecially in rural areas.
onset of the wedding season, par- The uncle’s right: It is an
ticularly in rural areas. Such cus amount of money the groom is
toms include: forced to pay to the maternal
Increasing ofthe dowry: This uncles ofthe bride and it varge
phenomenon is clearly a means obetween 5-10 thousan¥emeni
financial control implemented by riyals. In some areas is paid to
some parents who view the mar- the paternal uncles as a gift from
ring of their daughters as a com-the bride and her mother
mercial deal. The husband who is There is also a custom—different
subjected to such treatment isfrom one place to another and
expected to pay athat the father from one bride to another- where
asks, leading manyYemeni by a bride requests a certain
grooms into a pit of debt for which amount of money as a condition
they do not have the means tdor unveiling herface. Most of the
repay time, this creates problems and
Lavishness and wasting in ban-embarrassment on the part of the
quets: From expensive wedding groom, especially ifthe bride
gowns to high-cost rental halls, thedemands a high amount of money
race to have the most extravagansometimes the bride will delay
of weddings contradicts teachiig consummation of the marriage
of Islam, including the statementuntil the day after receiving the
of the Prophet Muhammad, sna money. Nowadays, this custom has
Allah exalt his mention and free become an essential part of the




