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Female activists threaten to boycott coming elections

Political Parties rejected the Quota System as a solution
to ensure women’s representation in the elections. As a
consequence female activists threatened to retaliate by
withdrawing from coming elections as candidates, but

most importantly as voters.

By: Rasha Jarhum
For Yemen Times

SANA’A, September 9 — Yemeni
women should not be influenced by
western concepts, such as the quota
system, and want to change their lives
accordingly. This was the reaction of
political parties to female activists
demanding a quota of 30% in the com-
ing parliamentary elections 2009. The
debate was part of the Second
Democracy Forum organized by
Sisters Arab Forum for Human Rights
in  cooperation with  National
Endowment Development. NGOs rep-
resentatives and members of the
Democracy Forum challenged the
political parties’ that as they used
women as voters, they must allow them
a chance through positive discrimina-
tion as candidates.

“Resolving women issues should not
be based on a Western concept instead
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it should be based on Islamic values
stemming from the Islamic history,”
said Abdulwahab Al-Anisi, Secretary
General of the Al-Islah conservative
party. He stressed on rejecting the ideas
coming from the west as they create
ethical ciaos and referred to how the
situation for western women is miser-
able supporting his argument with the
statistics of harassment and rape in the
western countries.

Frustrated by this attitude, Intisar
Sinan, director of the political compo-
nent of the Woman National
Committee said: “This is not accept-
able at all. Let us try the quota system
and if it does not work we’ll try some-
thing else.” She added that democracy
as many other concepts have been
adopted through western influence so
why should the Quota System be any
different.

Sultan Al-Atwani, Secretary General
of the Nassirates Unionist warned
Sinan that she should not feel frustrat-
ed from one meeting, and that it took

men more than 50 Years and many fail-
ures to achieve what they have today.

He criticized the current electoral
system stating that it does not allow
women or even men to succeed. He
elaborated that the individual con-
stituency electoral system that is cur-
rently being followed is constraining
men and women alike because the stan-
dards for selections are according to
social standing and money and not
based on the competency or the popu-
larity of the candidate. Al-Atwani
added it is important to amend the elec-
toral system and apply the relative sys-
tem instead.

Regarding the quota system he said:
“This system will only limit women to
closed electoral centers. A better alter-
native is to empower women and men
by using the relative list system.” He
also indicated that appointment of indi-
viduals in political positions should
stem from the competency of the can-
didates regardless of gender. He added
“the social context in Yemen does not
allow women to compete in terms of
communicating with people, for exam-
ple, in Qat sessions which takes place
in electoral constituencies. ”

Similarly, although Abdul-Salam Al-
Razaz, Assistant Secretary General of
Popular Forces Union, started off in an
optimistic tone saying: “We appose any
discrimination against women, and we
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More than 60 activists debated whether the quota system is best to promote women in decision making positions in
present Yemen. Most of the political parties disagreed.

want women to reach everywhere. |
don’t even mind her becoming the
president.” Yet, he then expressed his
agreement with Mr Al-Atwani regard-
ing the Quota issue.

However, Amal Al-Basha, director
of SAF fired back asking representa-
tives of the political parties what they
have prepared in order to enhance
women’s political participation, since
they dislike the quota system that
much.

She noted that in 1997 Morocco was
in the same situation as Yemen, howev-
er, Morocco, which is an Islamic coun-
try has already passed that and
approved the quota system.

Tahani Al-Khaibah a member of the
democratic forum in agreement with
other female activists stated that if
nothing is done by the political parties
to prove their commitment to women
as candidates, then they will launch a
campaign to encourage women to boy-
cott the coming elections both as voters
and candidates. “They rely on women
as voters to support their male candi-
dates, but when it comes to what
women want, there is no chance. We
will get our forces together and prove
to them our worth,” she said adamant-
ly.

The percentage of women in the pre-
vious local council and presidential
elections exceeded 40% of total voters,
hence, they are a very strong factor in
changing the demographics of electoral
results.

Dr Mohammed Al-Thahiri, Director
of Political Science department at
Sana’a University indicated that there
is a positive relationship between
development and women’s political
participation. He suggested the Quota
system as the only short-term solution
to promote females as candidates with-
out jeopardizing the political parties
chances in the coming elections.

“I’'m afraid political parties support
of female candidates will decline in
2009 because these elections are signif-
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icant in the playing a role in the presi-
dential elections to take place in 2013.
Political parties would not want to risk
losing seats because of nominating
women.” He said.

Shafigah  Saeed, member of
Nassirates Union, and Khadigah Al-
Khatry, member of the ruling party
shared their experiences in the demo-
cratic process as candidates. Both
women are members of the Women
Partisan Network established in 2003
by NDI. The network aims to support
women regardless of their political
affiliation.

“One of the most important steps
that WPN did last elections was meet-
ing with all political parties and making
them nominate female candidates. The
Nassirates Union Party for example,
nominated and supported 4 women.
They even supported a fifth who ran as
an independent candidate,” said Saeed.

Al-Khatry stated that the not many
female candidates were nominated
because of the internal conflicts within
the party itself. This is why, in her
opinion, a quota system is important.

Mohammed Al-Magqalih, Socialist
Party Representative, talked about
what he claims to be the political
party’s great encounters to empower
women. According to him the socialist
party was the first to appoint a woman
in a high ranking position in the hierar-
chy of the organizational chart of the

party. He also noted that SP was the
first party to send letters to other polit-
ical parties suggesting the assignment
of particular constituencies to women
in 2003, which was rejected by a letter
from Dr Abdulkarim Al-Eriani on
behalf of the ruling party at the time.
Al-Magqalih then announced that his
party is also against the quota system
and called upon the relative list system
and promised that if the system were
approved, the first 5 names on it would
be for women. He then indicated that
the Yemeni women situation is much
better than the situation for women in
Gulf countries.

Nasir Al-Attar, Director of the
Ruling Party GPC, also listed the victo-
ries of his party in relation to women
issues. He stated that they believe in
the role that women play in all aspects
of life. However, he diplomatically
rejected the Quota system by stating,
“we believe in the Quota system and
we are with any mechanism that
empower women, but in one condition
that all other parties commit to it as
well.”

The only party that supported the
Quota system was Al-Haq Party which.
Mohammad Al-Mansour representing
the party stated, “for the coming elec-
tions we will dedicate 15 percent for
females to represent the party and we
have no problem in following the
Quota system.”
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SANA'A

Gender budget auditing
Sept 9 — The Women National
Committee in cooperation with the
UNFPA organized a three-day
workshop on gender auditing. The
workshop aimed at presenting other
experiences on gender-balanced
budgets and how to ensure a more
sensitized plan to gender issues.

Children Parliament
visits governorates

Sept 9 — The children’s parliament
started its visits around the republic
to survey locals’ aptitude to
registering their newborns and
issuing birth certificates for their
children. Especially that the state had
exempted the citizens from the fees to
issue such certificates.

Smart woman’s center

Sept 8 — Smart woman’s center was
established last week by the family
development sector of Al-Islah
Charity. The center aims at providing
women with opportunities to learn
new skills and develop their
capacities in order to become more
independent and productive in the
society.

TAIZ
Fresh batch of Quran

studies graduates
Sept 9 — Fifty eight male and female
Quran students celebrated their
graduation, which was organized by
Hael Saeed An’am Charity. Chairman
of the board of directors of the An’am
group said it is important to hold
strongly to the tolerant principles of
Islam away from fanaticism.

WB supports infrastructure
projects

Sept 7 — The second phase of
Municipal Development Project and
other infrastructure projects supplied
by the organization funded by the
WB are on their way to be completed.
Protecting Taiz against flood to
enable it to be the ideal governorate
in establishing governmental and
local compounds, are of the main
projects.

ADEN
Confiscating meat and
vegetables container
Sept 8 — The animal wealth and
veterinarian authority confiscated a
container that included 16 tons of
meat and vegetables after it was
found unsuitable for human
consumption.  The  authorities
reported that the food was rotten and
the container had a bad smell.

Junior swimming competition
Sept 8 — The General Union for

Swimming concludes its first
championship for juniors at the police
officers club in Aden. The
championship includes 48

participants from 8 governorates of
Yemen in four swimming techniques.

DHAMAR
Annual exhibition of crafts

Sept 8 — The annual exhibition for
handicrafts created by women was
conduced by the women-training
center in cooperation with the
reproductive health program. The
exhibition included fashion designs,
knitted clothes, home care products,
embroidery...etc.

Archeological explorations
and surveys
Sept 8 — historical and archeological
sites in Dhamar are being
documented these days by a team of
national and international experts.
The project will last for three months
and is hoped to preserve historic sites

and  prevent destruction  of
monuments.
IBB

20th medical camp

Sept 8 — So far the camp 1650 cases
were treated and 250 surgeries were
conducted at Shaheed Abdulmughni
Hospital in Ibb. This comes under the
20th medical camp organized by the
ministry of health. The camp
administration hopes to treat 2500
patients and carry out 450 surgeries
total during the two weeks camp.

Military leaders to sit on new assembly

SANA’A, Sept. 9 — The Yemeni
Center for Historical Studies and
Future Strategies (Manarat) was estab-
lished last Monday in Sana'a, after two
years of negotiations.. The non-parti-
san assembly is headed by Major
General Ali Muhsein Al-Ahmar, com-
mander of the northwest military areas,
Yahya Al-Ra'ei, deputy of the parlia-
ment, and Major General Ali Al-Ansi. .

The assembly members were distrib-
uted across all the republic's gover-
norates. Only three women including
the parliamentarian, Dr.Oras Sultan
Naji, participated in the assembly.

Furthermore, the founders signed "a
code of conduct to commit themselves
to an independent, scientific and pri-
vate center."

Consultants to the centers were lim-
ited to four, including the former chair-
man of the parliament, Abdull-Kareem
Al-Eryani, the Minister of Higher
Education, Dr.Saleh Ba Surah, the for-
mer rector of Sana'a University,
Abdull-Aziz Al-Makalih, and finally_
the secretary general of the Al-Ba'th
Socialist party, Dr. Abdull-Wahab
Mahmoud.

The assembly —according to its first
issue- aims at collecting, studying and
archiving as well as at circulating stud-
ies, documents and manuscripts per-
taining to the old and modern Yemeni
history. The purpose of the assembly is
also to conduct studies and scientific
researches in different fields related to
the requirements of social and econom-
ic development as a contribution to
achieve the civil project for modern
Yemen. It aims at improving the
thought of culture and humanity, creat-
ing new lofty ideas as well as enlight-
ening culture free from all old restric-
tions of thoughts and culture by renew-
ing the heritage dropping all the fanat-
ic ideas.

The center comprises a number of
divisions specialized in studying and
collecting old Yemeni history, Islamic
history and modern and contemporary
history. It also has researches centers
concern about studying the popular
heritage, population and behavior stud-
ies, social-economic and educational
studies, following up the scientific and
technological progress of the world.

In a statement Dr.Abdullah Al-

Fageeh, professor of political studies in
Sana'a University," I respect the Major
general Ali Muhsein Al-Ahmar the
founder and head of the center and
consider him to be elected by consen-
sus. He is a paramount figure and has
the knowledge to entertain Yemen's
problems. I am optimistic about this
center as it will help transfer Yemen
into a democracy.

He stated that," I observed that
'Sanhan', the tribe of Saleh, along with
older leaders has controlled this center,
whereas academic figures are in charge
of secondary roles. This center is con-
sidered a focal point that is aiming to
confront the political transformations
that are taking place in the southern
part of Yemen. It is also similar to the
committee formed by presidential
decree. As it has been known, at the
end of last August, a presidential
decree was declared to form a commit-
tee to evaluate the negative social phe-
nomenon affecting social peace and
national unity. The committee consist-
ed of 51 figures besides the secretary
generals of the local councils in the
governorates. Moreover, it was chaired
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The Assembly is a contribution to achieve the civil project for modern
Yemen. It aims at improving the thought of culture and humanity

by the political consultant to the presi-
dent, Salem Saleh Mohammed. "This
center may be the real thing and Salem
Saleh's committee is its shadow," Dr.
AlFageeh added.

Ffilling the positions of the new
center has also been a topic of great

concern. Al-Fageeh went on to say,
"we wonder about the availability of
researchers in the center in Yemen".

"We fear that there is an initiative to
rebuild the history of the country in the
mirror of discrimination and sectarian-
ism", he concluded.

High Treason label for
anti-national unity elements

SANA’A, Sept. 7 - In a statement cir-
culated to media outlets last Tuesday,
the Supreme Security Committee
(SSC), chaired by President Ali
Abdullah Saleh, warned against any
practices disfavoring national unity.

“Any practices that harm national
unity and jeopardize the national ranks
unity by any party, organization, group
or individual, shall be firmly confront-
ed and perpetrators shall be referred to
the judiciary for high treason,” the
statement said.

This measure complies with the
effective Yemeni constitution and laws
applicable in the country, the state-
ment claimed.

“The SSC has perceived some
unconstitutional and illegal practices.
It has seen that some elements who are
malicious to the revolution, republi-
canism, and unity, chanted anti-nation-
al unity slogans and acted in a way that
threatens the unity of national ranks,
while rallying and demonstrating in
some areas around the country,” the
statement explained.

Out of its constitutional, legal and
national responsibility, the SSC urges
all citizens, and political parties and

organizations to cooperate with local
and security authorities in all Yemeni
provinces in order to strongly stand
against all elements that lift or chant
slogans against the national unity or
violate the constitution of the Republic
of Yemen and national fundamentals,
the statement added.

The SSC pointed out that such prac-
tices constitute a crime punishable
under the law and constitution and
threatened to refer the doers to
Prosecution and try them for high trea-
son. It further warned that should any
political party, organization, group or
individual lift or chant slogans against
the national unity or call for disuniting
national ranks, they would be tried on
high treason charge.

The statement said the SSC would
coordinate with the local authority and
judicial enforcement agencies to take
all measures to arrest those elements
and bring them to court for trial.

On the other hand, Sana’a-based
opposition sources said higher level
instructions were issued to the effect
of court-martialing retired Brig.
Nasser Al-Nawbah, Chairman of
Coordinating Council of the Military

Pensioners Associations, and inflict
him with military penalties.

This security measure comes after
the State failed to contain the demon-
strations and sit-ins staged by military
pensioners across southern and eastern
provinces, displaying anti-regime slo-
gans and calling for redirecting the
“Yemeni Unity’s course.” The fiercest
demo took place last Saturday and
resulted in several deaths and injuries
especially in Aden and Hadhramout.

The demonstrating pensioners took
to the streets and demanded the full
reinstatement of personnel forced to
retire after 1994, settling their condi-
tions as well as the conditions of ser-
vicemen and military personnel who
quitted or were suspended prior to
1994. They also requested the exami-
nation of petitions filed by the pen-
sioners and quitters whose properties
had been confiscated on the same par
as other social groups. The list of
demands called for a solution to the
pervasive unemployment among
youth and enabling them to join uni-
versities, military academies, and
institutes, and have out-of-country
scholarships.

Parliamentarians & Media
Forum to be Established Soon

By: Abdulgader Al-Emad
For Yemen Times

SANA’A, Sept. 6 — Scores of jour-
nalists and parliament members
agreed to establish a forum called
"Media & Parliamentarians Forum",
in which they can discuss important
issues.

This agreement came during the
workshop entitled “Building Coalition
between the Parliament and Media to
Promote Freedom of Opinion and
Expression".

In this workshop, which was organ-
ized by Human Rights Information &
Training Center and IRIX, the partici-
pants discussed several issues consid-
ered a big concern for parliamentari-
ans and for journalists as well. Both
sides believe that they urgently need
each other to solve problems and tack-
le issues concerning the country.

According to the  Yemeni
Constitution in Yemen each citizen
has a right to show his opinions but in
accord with law. The conditions put in
this law restrict freedom and cripple
constitution as well.

Further, legislation concerning
press and journalists can in fact lead to
charges against them. In other words,
it is easy for the ruling regime to trap
any journalist and put him/her in trial.

It is also worth noting that this
workshop came in response to the
urgent pleas from journalists, demand-

ing the recognition of their rights,
according to national standards.
Moreover, journalists in Yemen over
the last few days have faced physical
and legislative abuse from the govern-
ment. But parliamentarians claimed
that they suffer as well, not just jour-
nalists.

MPs complain that there is no
media coverage for the sessions of
parliament. While parliamentarians in
the workshop were asking for good
coverage of events and activities by
the journalists, journalists ironically
complain about actions taken against
them whenever they want to cover a
parliamentary session.

Sami Ghaleb: Editor in Chief of Al-
Nida Newspaper commented: "Both
sides do not do their best in helping
each other for the sake of our nation—
criticizing national press that work for
special advantages. I went several
times to the parliament to cover its
sessions, but they never allow me to
enter with a camera, recorder, or any
other equipment that are usually used
in press coverage”.

"Most of the Yemeni media has not
positioned itself as independent yet,
and since the majority of PMs belong
to the GPC, it creates a real problem in
understanding each other for the
Public Advantage", Ghaleb continued

However, one of the most important
mechanisms that came out of the dis-
cussion was that the media and the

parliamentarians are dependent on
each other. On one hand, the media
has to play its role in supporting the
PM’s defense of their political immu-
nities. On the other hand, PMs should
help in modifying and creating good
that preserve journalists' rights.

For journalists, they were admired
for their role the parliament is taking
to address the concerns, but they say it
is one-sided kind of cooperation. This
is because the parliament usually
comes out with positive recommenda-
tions and decisions, but they never fol-
low them up until they become work-
able. Thus, they have demanded to
make the follow-up process a priority
of this coalition in the future.

The workshop, which lasted for two
days concluded its program with
devising workable for the forum to be
called "Media & Parliamentarians
Forum". This will come hopefully
after a meeting that is going to be held
in the next two weeks.

HRITC represented by its General
Director; Ezzadin Al-Asbahi, has
promised the center's readiness and
logistic support until the participants
can manage the forum themselves.
This forum, according to the atten-
dants, also is open to anyone who
wants to join, in order to share their
concerns for the development of legis-
lation, enforcement of law, stabilizing
democracy and freedom of expres-
sion.

University students
demand civil guards

SANA’A, Sept. 9 - In a statement to
Yemen Times, the head of the Islah
Party at the Faculty of Trading and
Commerce, Belal Al-Nehari demand-
ed civil guards for the university
instead of the military ones.

Al-Nehari accused the military
guards at the university of attacking
students in the University yard while
they were defending their rights in reg-
istering at the University peacefully.
He, also, refuted the accusation of the
GPC head Abdulmaleq Al-Sayaghi at
the Faculty that the students shot fires
towards the military guards. “We
absolutely refuted the accusation of
Abdulmaleq Al-Sayaghi that we shot
fires towards the soldiers or even used
sticks against them. we are sorry that
the ruling party defends the crimes of
security soldiers. Therefore, we ask for
civil guards fit the message that the
University presents.” Al-Nehari said.

This deny comes as a reply to the
statement released by Al-Sayaghi in
Yemen Times on the August 19th in
which he accused the Islahi students at
the University of shooting fires
towards the soldiers and spread riot at
the University yard.

Sana’a University witnessed riot
and strong clashes between new stu-
dents and security soldiers during the

enroll period in the middle of August.
The clashed lead to injuring the stu-
dent Ameen Al-Shubati on head when
one of the soldiers beat him by the
back of his pistol. The security admin-
istration at Sana’a University refused
to give information about the reaction
of the administration towards the inci-
dent or about the number of the securi-
ty soldiers at the University.

The Sana’a University witnessed
clashes between the Students of GPC
and Islah in 2005 during the elections
of the General Union of the Yemeni
Students. The head of GPC
Abdulmaleq Al-Sayaghi stated that the
Islahi students by this demand just
wants to attract the sympathy of the
new students in order to attract them to
the Islah party . Al-Sayaghi added that
the Islahi students want to get rid of
the military security because they
can’t attack them since it is a crime
according to the law while it is easier
for them to attck the civil guards and
to spread riot in the University. “ the
one who doesn’t want security, is the
one who wants mass.” Al-Sayaghi
stated.

Al-Sayaghi stated that the law pre-
vents any political activities in the
worship places and the public places
such as the University.

Al-Eryani Secretary General of
the Arab League for Democracy

SANA’A, Sept. 5 (ACHRS) - The Arab
League for Democracy held its second
meeting in Sana's, the Yemeni capital,
where Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Eryani was
elected as secretary general of the
league. The meeting also discussed the
association's statute which held that the
city of Sanaa (Yemen) is the headquar-
ters of the league, provided that there
will be an executive office in Amman
(the capital of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan). The initiative to get to the
focus, implementation, follow-up, and
preparation were through the fruitful
and voluntary efforts of the Culture
Bridges Forum, the National Center
for Human Rights and Democratic
Development, and the Amman Center
for Human Rights Studies.

The Board of Trustees of the League
consists of the founding members of
the league from (18) Arab countries,
namely : Dr. Ibtisam Al-Ketbi (UAE),
Professor Ahmed Barqawi (Palestine),
Dr. Ahmed Al-Sufi (Yemen), Dr.
Emhemed Maliki (Morocco), Dr.
Amna Shekhawi (Tunisia), Professo.
Iyad Barghouthi (Palestine), Dr. Ja'far
Shayeb (Saudi Arabia), Mr. Jamal Al
Awadhi (Yemen), Dr. Joma'a Atiqa
(Libya), Dr. Hassan Abdel-Atti
(Sudan), Sheikha Hessa Khalifa
Ahmed Al-Thani (Qatar), Professor
Taher Boumedra (Algeria), Dr. Abdel-
Hussein Sha'ban (Iraq), Dr. Abdul-
Karim Ali Al-Eryani (Yemen),
Professor Ali Eddin Hilal (Egypt), Mr.
Ali Seif Hassan (Yemen), Dr. Omar

Ahmed Kosh (Syria), Ms. Ramziyah
Al-Eryani (Yemen), Mr. Mohamed
Mohamed Tayeb (Yemen), Dr.
Mohamed Wild Saydati (Mauritania),
Professor Massoud Daher (Lebanon),
Professor Munira Fakhro (Bahrain),
Dr. Nizam Assaf (Jordan), and Dr.
Hilah Hamad Al-Mekimi (Kuwait).

The Board of Trustees also elected a
Board of Directors consisting of nine
members who are: Mr. Jamal Al
Awadhi (Yemen), Professor Taher
Boumedra (Algeria), Dr. Abdel-
Hussein Sha'ban (Iraq), Dr. Abdul-
Karim Ali Al-Eryani (Yemen),
Professor Ali Eddin Hilal (Egypt), Dr.
Mohamed Wild Saydati (Mauritania),
Professor Massoud Daher (Lebanon),
Professor Munira Fakhro (Bahrain),
and Dr. Nizam Assaf (Jordan).

As a legal and intellectual entity, the
AAD, which was founded in Sana'a on
June 13-14 2007, is part of Arab civil
society. It is therefore not affiliated to
any government, external agency or
any political or religious group.
Although the AAD has been created to
reflect the unique character of the Arab
society, its culture, spiritual and uni-
versal values, it also takes into account
the spirit of our times and the global
trends towards democracy, reform, the
rule of law, social justice, plurality, the
peaceful succession to power, the sep-
aration of the different branches of
power, the autonomy of the judiciary,
respect of human rights, and the free-
dom of expression.
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Iraq PM defends govt and urges regional cooperation

By: Waleed Ibrahim

BAGHDAD (Reuters) — Iraq’s Shi’ite
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki defended
his government’s record on Sunday and
urged neighbouring countries to work
together to stop what he called “evil”
from destabilising the region.

Maliki was speaking a day before top
US. officials in Iraq deliver a long-
awaited assessment to the Democrat-
controlled Congress on President
George W. Bush’s decision to send
30,000 extra soldiers to Iraq.

The reports by the U.S. commander in
Iraq, General David Petracus, and
Ambassador Ryan Crocker could influ-
ence any decision Bush takes on troop
numbers amid demands from Democrats
and some Republicans for U.S. forces to
start leaving Iraq.

Addressing a meeting of officials
from neighbouring countries, Maliki
said his government had made progress
“in all directions”.

“This government is working hard to
develop the political situation. It has
made many gains despite the huge
destruction left by the former regime,”
Maliki said.

“We are at the beginning of the road,
but at the same time, we say that what
has been achieved is something promis-
ing.”

Senior Democrats in the United States
have slammed Maliki’s performance,
with some even calling for his replace-

REUTERS/Iragi Government office/Handout

Iraq’s Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki speaks during a meeting of the neigh-
bouring countries in Baghdad September 9, 2007.

ment.

The assessments by Petraeus and
Crocker are expected to highlight a
reduction in violence in Iraq but also
note the country’s failure to pass laws
aimed at reconciling warring majority
Shi’ites and Sunni Arabs.

Petraeus said in a letter to troops on
Friday that the government’s record on
political reforms had been disappoint-
ing.

“Stand together”
Maliki, referring to attackers including
Sunni Islamist al Qaeda, said all nations
had a stake in making the region safer.
“Evil wants to strike this or that
country, it will not stop at the border of
one country. For this, we have to stand
together as a wall in the face of this
evil,” Maliki said.
The purpose of Sunday’s meeting is
to review the work of several commit-
tees that were set up after a high-level

conference in Egypt in May where min-
isters from the region and major
Western powers discussed ways to sta-
bilise Iraq.

The committees have been looking at
greater cooperation in security, energy
and economic matters.

Fresh from his visit to Iraq where he
raised the possibility of cutting troop
levels, Bush said on Saturday he would
address Americans next week to “lay
out a vision” for the future U.S. role in
Iraq after Petracus and Crocker deliver
their testimony. CNN said Bush would
speak on Thursday.

Bush’s administration has to give its
own report to Congress by next
Saturday.

One of the goals of Bush’s seven-
month-old troop “surge” was to give
Iraq’s divided leaders breathing space
to reach a political compromise. U.S.
troop numbers now stand at 168,000.

But differences run deep, with the
ruling Shi’ite majority reluctant to cede
too much power while Sunni Arabs
dominant under Saddam Hussein feel
marginalised.

Leaders of Iraq’s parliamentary blocs
met on Sunday to try to resolve some
issues blocking reconciliation, officials
said.

Adnan al-Dulaimi, leader of a Sunni
Arab political party, said items to be
discussed included proposed amend-
ments to the constitution, a key demand
of Sunni Arabs and the United States.
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Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen

PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,
table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

AT

Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages
Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

QI8 Pre-Qchool

Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)
Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Email: gordonblackie@qsi.org Web site: http://yem.qsi.org

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools MSA)
Member of Quality Schools International

Al-Jazeera — Osama bin Laden has
used his first videotape message in
nearly three years to threaten to esca-
late the violence in Iraq and attack the
US government.

The video, which was released just
days before the sixth anniversary of the
September 11, 2001, attacks, urges
Americans to turn to Islam if they want
the Iraq war to end.

Bin Laden derides George Bush,
saying events in Iraq have spun “out of
control” and the US president “is like
the one who ploughs and sows the sea:
he harvests nothing but failure”.

Convert or else
The tape, released on Friday, ends with
bin Laden telling US citizens that they
should “embrace Islam” if they want
the war in Iraq to end.

According to a transcript released by
a US-based website which monitors
radical websites, bin Laden suggests
that there are two ways the Iraq war

Bin Laden threatens Iraq escalation

could be ended.

“The first is from our side, and it is
to continue to escalate the killing and
fighting against you,” he said.

The second is for the US to abandon
its democratic system of government.

He said that US Democrats had
failed to stop the Iraq war because of
the power of US corporations.

“The mistakes of Brezhnev are being
repeated by Bush,” Bin Laden said on
the tape, in a reference to the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan which began
in 1979.

He said the war in Iraq was continu-
ing for “the same reasons which led to
the failure of former president [John F]
Kennedy to stop the Vietnam war -
those with real power and influence are
those with the most capital”.

‘Dangerous world’

Commenting on the video from
Sydney, Australia, where he is attend-
ing the Apec forum summit, Bush said

the tape was “a reminder about the dan-
gerous world in which we live, and it is
a reminder that we must pull together
to protect our people against these
extremists who murder the innocent in
order to achieve their political objec-
tive.

“If al-Qaeda bothers to mention
Iraq, it’s because they want to achieve
their objectives in Iraq, which is to
drive attacks and develop a safe
haven.”

The tape was released in advance of
a testimony on Monday by General
David Petraeus, the senior US com-
mander in Iraq, and Ryan Crocker, the
US ambassador to Iraq, on the status of
the so-called surge of US troops in
Iraq.

In the video, bin Laden is shown
with his beard much shorter and darker
than in his last appearance, when it was
streaked with grey.

A banner on the screen reads in
English: “A message from Sheikh

Osama bin Laden to the American peo-
ple.”

Authenticity A US intelligence offi-
cial told AFP news agency that the tape
was probably produced as recently as
early August because of a reference to
the 62nd anniversary of the bombing of
Hiroshima on August 6.

“I think people are pretty confident
it is his voice,” the intelligence official
said on condition of anonymity said.

References in the video to Nicolas
Sarkozy, the French president, and
Gordon Brown, the British prime min-
ister, are also believed to suggest that
the video is only a few weeks old.

Authenticity doubted
Adel Darwish, political editor of
Middle East magazine, told Al Jazeera
that he had “doubts” about the authen-
ticity of the tape.

“Any kid these days with an elec-
tronic kit can alter images and edit the
way that he or she likes,” he said on

Sharif firm on Pakistan return

Al-Jazeera — Nawaz Sharif, the for-
mer Pakistani prime minister, has
vowed he will return to
Pakistan, ignoring a call from Saudi
Arabia for him to remain in exile.

Sharif said on Saturday that both he
and his brother, Shahbaz, would return
to Pakistan on September 10, despite
suggestions that they could both be
arrested on corruption charges.

Earlier, Muqrin bin Abdul Aziz,
Saudi Arabia’s intelligence chief, had
called on Sharif to honour the terms of
a Saudi-brokered deal which sent him
into exile seven years ago.

Sharif was sentenced to life in
prison on treason charges but released
on condition that he live in exile for 10
years.

He was jailed after being ousted in a
1999 military coup led by Pervez
Musharraf, Pakistan’s current presi-
dent.

Sharif is set to ignore the Saudi
request and reaffirmed his intention to
return home at a news conference in
London.

On Friday, a court in the eastern
city of Lahore issued an arrest warrant
on Friday for Shahbaz in connection

Korea
National Oil Corporations
Yemen L.td

1-Draft Man

- Skilled in using
Autocad(Graphic).

Korea National Oil Corporation (KNOC) Yemen L.td
invites Yemeni Nationals to apply for the following
positions with its office in Sana’a.

Qualification/EXPERIENCE

- University degree in related field
- Preferred 5 years working experience in oil company
Corel

- Fluent in speaking and writing English.
Candidates are required to forward their detail CV with a

colour picture to the P.O Box 16995 before 15" Sep 2007.
Only short list will be contacted.

Draw, photoshop,

with a murder case.

Sohail Rahman, Al Jazeera’s corre-
spondent in Islamabad, said indica-
tions are Sharif would take a Middle
Eastern carrier and arrive in Pakistan
on Monday through Muscat.

Sharif has to take the detour
since he remains banned from using
Pakistani state airlines.

Sharif demanded Musharraf stop
trying to block his way, asking: “Why
is Musharraf so afraid that he is put-
ting the country’s solidarity at stake by
involving the brotherly country of
Saudi Arabia?”

He said it was Musharraf, and not
he, who had broken his word.

Counter-charge

Sharif said: “Today he is accusing me
of breaching the contract when in fact
he is the one who broke the constitu-
tional pledge that he took when he was
appointed army chief.

“I am a Pakistani and it is my mis-
sion to go to Pakistan and save my
country from the current turmoil and
chaos.”

Saad al-Hariri, son of assassinated
ex-Lebanese prime minister Rafiq al-
Hariri, has also called on Sharif not to
return.

Sharif acknowledged that al-Hariri,
who visited him in a Pakistani jail
after his conviction in 2000 on terror-
ism and hijacking charges, had
secured his release with an under-
standing that he would not return for a
decade.

But Sharif said that al-Hariri later
told him the period of exile was only
five years, though he acknowledged
that this was not mentioned in the doc-
ument he signed.

Crackdown

Pakistani authorities have, meanwhile,
detained more than 2,000 supporters
of Sharif, his party said on Sunday.

“The way the government has acted
has proven our point that there is no
democracy under Musharraf, there is
dictatorship in the country,” Ahsan
Igbal, Sharif’s spokesman, said.

He said authorities had detained
more than 2,000 activists from
Sharif’s party in Punjab province,
Sharif’s political power base.

“Politically, they are very sacred of
a big show of popularity upon his
arrival,” Igbal said.

A provincial police official said 250
“trouble makers” had been picked up.

Ali Dayan Hasan of Human Rights
Watch told Al Jazeera that many are
being held on terror-related charges
and some without charge.

He said the government plans to
seal off Islamabad’s airport to prevent
people from reaching there to receive
Sharif.

Media reports say a “VIP cell” at a
16th-century fortress is being prepared
for Sharif.

Twin rivals

Musharraf is facing political unrest as
both Sharif and Benazir Bhutto,
another former premier, are poised to
return.

Bhutto will announce when she
will go back to Pakistan on September
14, but has said it will be within
“weeks, not months”.

Musharraf has denounced both
Sharif and Bhutto as corrupt and
incompetent and blamed them for
Pakistan’s near-bankruptcy in the
1990s.

REUTERS

SITE Intelligence Group

Friday.

“There is no close-up of bin Laden,
the beard is thick and black and then
there are large segments where the
image is a still.”

Marwan Bishara, Al Jazeera’s senior
political analyst, said bin Laden had
released the video to tell the Americans
that he was still alive and still leading.

“[The tape] underlines the strength
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of words in this new asymmetrical
warfare in the 21st century between the
US and al-Qaeda,” he said.

Bin Laden was last seen in a video
statement shortly before the US presi-
dential election in 2004.

Since then, he has issued a number
of audio messages, the last in July 2006
when he vowed al-Qaeda would fight
the US across the world.
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mail or fax:

P.O. Box 22377
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Fax: +967-1-304-109

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

VACANCY
Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist

A full time position is now available for a Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist at
the Yemen Basic Education (Improved Education Especially for Women and
Girls) Project funded by USAID. The Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist will
report directly to the Chief of Party, and serve as an advisor to the project’s Senior
Management Team. He/She will be responsible for supervising improvements to
the project’s M&E systems and reports, and systems implementation, including:

1. Reviewing and revising policies and procedures for monitoring project

Reviewing, revising, and/or creating data collection and reporting instruments
Coordinating with program and administrative staff in data collection

Providing leadership in data analysis

Preparing weekly, monthly, quarterly, and annual reports

Responding to non-routine requests for data and other information

Making recommendations for achieving greater program efficiency and
effectiveness based on data and program analyses

Bachelor’s Degree in Educational or Public Administration (Masters Degree
Three (3) years relevant experience

Excellent Arabic and English (written and spoken)
Excellent computer skills, especially Excel and other statistical packages

Qualified applicants should send their CV’s with cover letters in English no later
than one week after the date of this announcement to the following address by

Attn: Administration / Office Manager Recruitment




4 10 September, 2007 Adve rtisement

Book Your Number
Now!

Tou can vIsih any f' service center, or main aisinbutors

(] i 5 n i
showroom showing the tollowing sign starting August

B ' 1 - + ST =T 1 O e 1 = ol = = | - 5 ~ -.'-
don't miss out on this unique opportunity to get the mobile numbsr o

YOUr choice,

L‘?ﬂd yé’mE’H fS‘ hc?pp}’.f For more info, please call: 01 - 430 430




Advertisement 10 September, 2007 D

REVEEZSWOUESENSES

In.t¢ 'S proactive, hyper-productive world, it's easy to lose tol®
surroundings. Suzuki suggests a return to the basics: take the time to fe€
wind, smell the flowers, hear the vibrant voice of nature. And nowhere better
than the stylish sophisticated all-new Grand Vitara. The intelligence and
capabilities of this all-around 4x4 naturally reflect the lifestyle and personality
of its owner.

No matter how inactive your senses have become, you'll be amazed at how
\they respond to Suzuki’s stimulating Grand Vitara.

FES

Like to spend o wikh

TIVE SA

d friends, plonning o short break or need to do so
minute shoppdng? Have a look at these fantastlc fares

w1 Cronorn

Muembai Chennai

49,750 75,620

Thiruvananthapuram | Bangkok

e —

TS

75,620 83,580

Kuala Lumpur London

83,580 85,570

Book & Pay Now!
Call Gulf Air on 1 440922

or call your travel agent

LAl (b

i : : Sana'a, Hodeida, Taiz, Ibb L
E' U II- AlLR Tel,; (+967)(1) 201359, 201319 @‘m
ana‘a): 404340 4 Way of Life!

T AT PR T THTT I [ 334 M u Y suzuki@yemen.net.ye

Panasonic

ideas for life

f) -J]'

A (pa Ay 92l Z0 30l (e (hasmlg o Liaadi ¢ 35
S AS y i g 958 i gl Bkadiaald! JIACLLN 3S) 10

Colour your voice

The Voice Enhancer technology gives you the advantage of crystal clarity. With a brilliant
colour LCD, convenient Answering System, Caller ID and the global assurance of
Panasonic quality standards, talking will truly become as effortless as whispering.

'y, KX - TG8100BX Py KX - TG7120BX

% ¢ Hands-Free Speaker e Digital Answering System
e Colour Display ===1 * Caller ID compatible

¢ Night Mode

e

KX - TG1100BX KX - TG7100BX
e

KX - TG8120BX e Caller ID compatible e Hands-Free Speaker
e Digital Answering System e |lluminated LCD Display ® Multiple Handsets up to 6
e Caller ID Compatible o, ® Ni-MH Rechargeable ® 50 number phonebook

e [lluminated Keypad & | Battery

Colour Display

Y1ErYe 1 e pas @ lais — Labasll &y ggand)

OFTAAY dlan slaio @ YAAIV: (5ya3ll @ Yo VYA Yoo VYT (Sila Saa g )L @ K‘QMI m-lg“ ﬂ LFA &Tﬁﬁ:

Feenvy (e Usall @ YEVYV i SilA iac @ Y1 OA00 Sl Buusl| @




6 10 September, 2007

Report

Media freedoms in the Arab world — semi annual report 2007

Translated and summarized by:
Nadia Al-Sakkaf

ournalists in Iraq and Palestine

are the most violated journal-

ists in the Arab world accord-

ing to a recent report by the

Amman Center for Human
Rights Studies. Amman Center for
Human Rights Studies monitored the
violations and abuse against press free-
dom and journalists in 18 Arab coun-
tries during the first six months of this
year. These countries are: Jordan,
UAE, Bahrain, Algeria, Djibouti-,
KSA, Sudan, Somalia, Tunisia, Yemen,
Syria, Palestine, Iraq, Libya, Lebanon,
Egypt, Morocco, and Mauritania. The
report took into consideration the type
of violations with relevance to the
political and geographical environment
of each country.

The aim of this report is to document
the status of media freedoms in the
Arab world in order to provide an
authentic foundation for projects and
programs working on developing
media laws and professional journal-
ism in the region.

General over view of Yemeni press
freedom in the first half of 2007

It seems Yemen is going through yet
another bad year in terms of press free-
dom. During the first half of this year
Yemeni journalists underwent difficult
times because of legislations allowing
the imprisonment of journalists and
because of the personal threats they
keep facing.

Cases of assault and threat have
reached the highest this year.
Moreover, there are a number of pend-
ing cases in courts, which prove the
judiciary system is not adequate in pro-
tecting journalists.

Journalist Khaled Dallaq was
released on bail on January 3, as per the
guarantee of the Yemeni Journalist

Syndicate and according to instructions
of the prosecution general. The journal-
ist was accused to threaten a military
official. This is the third accusation this
journalist faces from the same official
during the last one and half years.
Khaled Dallaq has broken a record in
the number of trials he had gone
through. Until the writing of this
report, he had been subjected to 98-per-
secution hearing, 65 court sessions, 4
trails in the general prosecution, and 6
cases between preliminary and appeal
courts. Thus, he had been issued three
verdicts, a 4-month jail sentence
because of an article in Al-Wahdawi
newspaper, an 8-months imprisonment,
and a fine of 150,000 Yemeni Riyals.
Only once was the ruling in his favor
where he was given back his papers
and car, which were confiscated by the
security.

Dallq had been a regular visitor of
courts for 10 years now, spending 362
days behind bars, 90 days of which he
was imprisoned in one of the military
units against the law.

A group of the Faithful Youth organ-
isation of cleric Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi
threatened on January 6, to kill journal-
ists AbdulFattah Al-Batoul because of
his writings against the group.
However, he had not received any sup-
port and accused the state of not pro-
tecting journalists, despite the fact that
he had reported the ministry of defense
and the syndicate that he had received
threats “to chop his head off like
Saddam Hussain’s head.”

On January 17, police from Al-
Himyari police station arrested journal-
ist Waleed Al-Sadah editor in chief of
Al-Liwa Al-Akhdhar newspaper while
on his way home.he was arrested on
charges of publishing lies in an article
his reporter Najeeb Al-Ghurbani, in
which the Central Organsiation for
Control and Audit was accused of cor-
ruption. The journalists were fined

Direct and indirect factors
of violence against journalists

Jordan:

* Despite earlier promises persecu-
tion and arrest of journalist on
print issues has not been stopped

e The first of its kind in the Arab
world, the access to information
law approved

UAE
State control of media still exists

Bahrain

e Inclination toward cancelling
imprisonment of journalists on
publication issues

e The relation between opposition
and state authorities

Algeria

e Fighting terrorism affects free-
dom of press

e The vagueness of the defamation
law

KSA
Tight control of state on media

Sudan

e Temporary suspension of news-
papers and imprisoning journal-
ists

e Applying unconstitutional laws

e Political conditions especially
relating to Darfour and the armed
groups

Somalia

Current political conditions and creat-
ing a new government of an emer-
gency nature and harassing journalists

Tunisia

e Vast violations against journalists
and limiting freedom of inde-
pendent media

Yemen
e Imprisoning journalists and clos-
ing down newspapers

Syria

e Inclosing on the international
political rights issues because of
the country’s external political
status.

e Limited approach towards more
freedom of press

Palestine

* Media converge of the PLO and
Hamas conflict

e Covering the confrontations
between the Israeli army and
Palestinian resistance

e Terrorising  journalists and

assaulting them by the occupation
forces, PLO, Hamas and other
parties

e Preventing journalists from
reporting and taking photos dur-
ing Israeli attacks

Iraq

e Lack of security and safety meas-
ures for journalists and media
establishments

e Preventing journalists from cov-
ering certain events the govern-
ment is not happy with

e Preventing journalists from cov-
ering certain events the foreign
forces is not happy with

e Attack by anonymous armed
groups on all media tools in Iraq

e Explosions and armed confronta-
tion between Iraqi military, for-
eign forces and armed groups

¢ No real investigation or persecu-
tion against those who attack
journalists

e Preventing journalists from
accessing areas the Iraqi authority
or the foreign forces do not favor

e Government control on informa-
tion flow

Libya

e State control of media

° Ambiguity in handling human
rights issues

Lebanon

e Confrontation between opposi-
tion and the government

e The problem of respecting the
different point of view

¢ Violence in more than one place
in Lebanon

Egypt

e Limits on access to and flow of
information

° Ambiguity in handling human
rights issues

e Imprisonment of journalists and
increasing fines to extreme
amounts

e The power of businessmen and
politicians

Morocco

e Harassment by
police

° Ambiguity in handling human
rights issues

the political

Mauritania

e Obvious improvement in free-
dom of press while there is still
need for a new press law

50,000 Yemeni Riyals,
appealed the verdict.

The print and publication prosecu-
tion summoned on January 21 editor in
chief of Annahar Newspaper Shihab
Al-Ahdal who was accused of offend-
ing the judiciary system. He had pub-
lished in his newspaper a story of a 16
years old murderer from Taiz who
despite the forgiving of the victims
family received the death penalty. The
newspaper called on the judiciary sys-
tem to reconsider highlighting viola-
tions in the case process.

On January 23 Mohammad Al-
Ghubari correspondent of AL-Bayan
UAE newspaper and another three
journalists were assaulted by the secu-
rity of the Prime Minister’s office
where the journalists came to cover the
meeting between the Yemeni and
Jordanian prime ministers.

On January 26 Foud Rashid member
of the journalists syndicate in Mukalla
was chased down by the criminal
investigation director in the city
because of his writings that criticise the
criminal investigation. He was threat-
ened by the director of criminal inves-
tigation to be charged with fake crimes
and imprisoned.

Armed confrontations at Saba News
Agency almost took place because of
the bodyguards of Sheikh Khaled
Misar member of parliament and the
agency’s security. The MP’s guards
argued with the condolences page edi-
tor on attaching military rank and post
of a deceased relative of the Shiekh in
the publication. The bodyguards left
without getting into clashes although
they threatened the editor.

On February 1, the General
Prosecution referred the case filed by
journalists Hadiz Al-Bukari and Rahma
Hujaira as well as Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate against Al-Bilad Newspaper,
to the specialized court. The newspaper
is accused of defaming the journalists
and attacking their honor and integrity.

Deputy of the press and publication
prosecution ordered the arrest on
February 18, of journalist Sadeq Al-
Garash editor in chief of Al-Zajel
newspaper on grounds of defaming the
editor of Al-Ayam newspaper.

The following day, Journalist in the
state run 14 October Newspaper Sami
Yousif complained that his newspa-
per’s management is taking measures
against him because of his writings
criticizing the central organization for
control and audit accusing it of corrup-
tion.

On February 25, after being stopped
from publication as a hard copy and the
sixth months imprisonment of its editor
Abulkarim Al-Khaiwani, the website
of Al-Shura Net newspaper was
blocked. The website had reported on
the war in Sa’ada in a way that did not
please the government.

yet they

Support committees

Journalists have staged a number of
demos and protests in support of their
colleagues and in protest against the
status of freedom of press in Yemen.
The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate has
lead many of these protests. On March
13 a number of journalists gathered at
the syndicate in support of their col-
leagues such as  Mohammad
Mohammad Al-Magaleh who had been
attacked by anonymous armed men
outside his home. The journalists also
condemned the attack on Abulkarim
Al-Khaiwani especially regarding his
coverage of the war in Sa’ada north of
Yemen.

Another attack took place against
members of the syndicate Sami Ghaleb
and Hamdi Al-Bukari by the Court of
Appeals security.

Also the security of the cabinet
attacked journalist Mohammad Al-
Ghubari.

In the support meeting at the syndi-
cate, the journalists also condemned
what their colleague Abid Al-Mahthari
editor n chief of Al-Diyar newspaper
who had been chased down by influen-
tial parties and whose car was stolen by
them without the state taking any
action.

Al-Mahthari has also received a sus-
pended one-year jail sentence because
of his coverage of the war in Sa’ada,
where the verdict was issued.

Journalists running the online Marib
Press news site had been regularly
threatened because of their liberal
reporting. Also Al-Shoura net website
of the Yemeni Socialist Party had been
blocked.

Simultaneously, journalist Zaid Al-
Ghabiri was attacked by military police
in Taiz, and the journalist community
demanded an investigation of the
attack.

Broadcasting journalist in Hudaidah

radio complained that her

Confizcation
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Next day, Ahmed Al-

Shalafi correspondent of Al-Jaseerah
said that two of the political security
men assaulted him and threatened to do
worse. He was covering a protest by
the Somali refugees along with the
cameraman.

In the same day, Al-Ayam newspa-
per’s journalist Raid Al-Jahafi was har-
rased by the director of criminal inves-
tigation in Sa’ada where the journalist
is based because of his reporting on the
war.

On March 20, Al-Mustaqila
Newspaper was threatened by fax that
an organisation called Ibad Al-Rahamn
Movement will “blow the building
down”.

Article 19 and press laws

On March 22, ARTICLE 19, the inter-
national organized concerned with
freedom of press organized in coopera-
tion with the Yemeni Women Media

Forum a workshop in order to create a

media working group on the current

media legislation in Yemen. The local

laws were evaluated and compared to

standard laws and international rights

treaties Yemen has signed, and recom-

mendations were proposed for future

action. The working group came out

with three priorities:

- Reforming the current press code

- Creating a law on access to infor-
mation

- Allowing private broadcasting

Women Journalists Without Chains
organsiation condemned the Ministry
of Information’s decision of not granti-
ng the organsiation a licence to publish
their own newspaper. Despite the appli-
cation and the law that grants the
organisation this right, the ministry has
declined.

Freedom Square
Starting from Tuesday May 30, jour-
nalists and activities launched weekly
sit-ins at the square between the
Cabinet premises and the Ministry of
Information. They called that area
Freedom Square and it was used regu-
larly after that for protests and demos.
The sit-in was the third regarding the
banning of news sms services that used
to be carried out by four media organsi-
ations: Al-Ishtiraki Net, Al-Shoura Net,
Nass Mobile, and Bila Qiyoud Mobile.
The specialized penalty court
refused to release journalist AL-
Khaiwani o June 20, who was arrested
the same day and opted to keep him in
custody for one week, for investigation
purposes. The court did not charge the
journalist with a specific crime,
although it criticised his possession of
paper and materials relating to the war
in Sa’ada.

@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

& social development.

Council web site:

€

CHEVENING

The British Foreign & Commonwealth
Chevening Scholarship Scheme

The British Council invites applications for the Foreign & Commonwealth
Office Chevening Scholarship Scheme. This highly-competitive scheme offers
full-time postgraduate scholarships for study in the UK to Yemeni women
and men who will play a key role in promoting Yemen’s political, economic

Applicants, who must not be over 35, should have a university degree
and very good written and spoken English. Candidates will be selected
on the basis of their potential and motivation to rise to positions of authority.

The deadline for applications is 01 November 2007.

The application form and full information are available from the British

http://www.britishcouncil.org/me-learning-funding-your-studies-chevening.htm

You can download the application form as a word document from the website
and fill it in electronically. You may also print on or complete the form

in handwriting, but you should be aware that this might not work to your
advantage in the selection process.

Please submit your application form to:

The British Council, 3rd floor, Administrative Tower, Sana’a Trade Centre,
Algiers street, Sanaa - or send by mail to PO Box 2157, Sana’a (but
remember that applications must arrive before the closing date).

For further information on the scheme please visit the following web
site: www.chevening.com or contact us on 01 44 83 56
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Opinion

ES

Words

of Wisdom

In the Third World today, the rulers
have no fixed budgets or allocations,
even when these exist on paper. The
rulers simply spend as they please.
Actually, the only limiting element is
the lack of funds or the general
poverty of the country.

Here in Yemen, this problem exists in
a shameless way. Just a couple of
weeks ago, a number of government
palaces built by foreign aid were
simply given away to the top
president's men.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Being
positive

ominating news in Yemeni

press draw a very gloomy

picture of Yemen. There are

endless demonstrations for

various reasons, there are
conflicts and troubled areas, there are political
ploys and selfish games...etc.

The state of unrest worries me, and worries
any person who cares about Yemen or has an
interest in the welfare of the country. How can
the situation be mitigated without much loss,
is the question. And a very difficult one
especially that trouble is on several frontiers.

The gloomy picture painted by media and
politicians as well as everyday experiences
give us the feeling that Yemen is on the verge
of collapse. Natural resources are being
exhausted, and people’s tolerance to hunger
and deteriorating living conditions is wearing
thin. This causes unrest, and the opposition
takes real good advantage of the situation in
order to create change.

However, all of this is only one side of the
story. Recently I have met with extraordinary
people working in the government who are
trying hard t make things better. I am
definitely not talking about politicians, I am
talking about professional specialists working
in different sectors who are usually not in the
lime light and whose efforts most of the time
goes unnoticed.

If Yemen is on the verge of collapse, then
why are those people doing what they are
doing to ensure a better future for the
generations to come. For example, why would
the traffic authority coupled with the technical
department of the municipality work around
the clock to materialize a 20 years long plan
that would change the features of Sana’a
drastically? Why would the director of the
rural water projects improvise a scheme to
modernize the working process, and ensure
people’s applications are smoothly executed?
Why would ministry of water and
environment expand the only water treatment
plant in Sana’a in order to minimize the water
waste in the capital city?

You will soon read about all these projects
and efforts in a constructive way during the
coming weeks. Yet the point is: let’s not
indulge too much in blaming the government
as a whole for everything that is not working.
Let’s not blame the municipality for the
unclean roads while we encourage our
children to throw rubbish in the streets. And
let’s not complain about power cuts when we
don’t take time to turn the lights off when we
leave the room.

Unfortunately Yemeni culture is a very
dependant one which lacks initiatives and does
not encourage self-motivation. We need to see
what’s wrong, find out what we as a
community and as individuals can do to make
it better. and while doing this, let’s not forget
to praise the efforts of those who are trying to
make a difference.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

Palestinians: From
calamity to tragedy

henever the Arab
nations go
through hard cir-
cumstances and
tough chal-
lenges, we get shocked at the situa-
tion, as such circumstances and
challenges are not the worst in the
history of Arab states. This means
the Arab states are bound to experi-
ence worse conditions than those.

In 1948, the Hebrew State
emerged under the guise of inde-
pendence while the Palestinians and
Arabs remained lamenting the cata-
strophe’s consequences until 1967
when they suffered an unprecedent-
ed military defeat in the history of
Arab-Israeli conflict. But, the per-
manent betting has been manifested
in the Palestinian national unity and
its rigid.

In June 2007, a setback occurred.
Remarkably, the calamity and the
setback are symptomatic of external
events and foreign interventions.
But now, it is time for us to take a
useful lesson from what happened in
the past. The Palestinian brothers,
particularly ~ those  supporting
Hammas, had organized a coupe
against the regime amid inflamma-
tory regional circumstances and dif-
ficult international situations. This
raises before us numerous remarks.

The separation between Gazza
Strip and the West Bank is a historic
dream, which Israel has been seek-
ing to achieve. For the sake of
reaching this dream, Israel exercised
tricky means and policies during the
time period that followed 1967. The
Zionist state was always of the hope
to see Gazza Strip under the
Egyptian administration once again.
It also wanted the West Bank to be
under the Jordanian administration
as it prefers having borders with
Egypt and Jordan to dealing the
Palestinian Authority. Israel is the
only winner in the most recent trag-
ic developments in the region.

What happened in June 14, 2007
is a geographic division of the
Palestinian Cause and this follows
the political fragmentation, which
the Arab state suffered over the past
few years. We have been proud of
the Palestinian national unity and
considered it a rock that destroyed
all the Israeli conspiracies on vari-
ous occasions. At this point, I have
to admit that the Palestinian nation-
al unity has passed very difficult
tests and complicated situations, and
furthermore has resisted very sensi-
tive conditions until its sudden col-
lapse in the past few months. This
collapse was caused by a state of
gradual deterioration since the
announcement of the Palestinian
Legislative Elections’ results.

The violence that took place in
Gazza reflects a severe congestion,
the crisis of lost confidence and the
instigation of conflicts between
Hamas and Fatah. It makes those
interested in the issue raise ques-
tions about the actual reasons
behind what has happened. The
coupe, organized by Hamas against
the Palestinian Legitimate
Authority, is merely a reflection of
risky developments that are impos-
sible to be interpreted without a rela-
tion with what happens in the
region. And, this doesn’t mean that
we underestimate Hamas’s legitima-
cy and capacity to rule the country,
specifically as it scored a landslide
victory in the most recent legislative
elections.

The United States, Israel, Iran,
and all the Arabs are key players in
the Palestinian field directly or indi-
rectly, but the climatic point of the
tragedy is manifested by the fierce
practices, which Hamas pursued
when its leaders talked about libera-
tion. Some of Hamas supporters
raised their movement’s flag in
Gazza in lieu of the Palestinian flag

By: Prof.
Abdulaziz Al-Tarb

and threw some of Fatah elements
from the upper floors of the build-
ings, thereby becoming victims at
the hands of their brothers and not
the Israelis. What about the com-
mitment Hamas leaders made before
the Holy Mosque to respect the
Makka Agreement. They didn’t
remain committed to abide by the
agreement. This is an approach and
a justification for Israel to say to the
world that the Arabs don’t respect
any commitments they make or
agreements they sign with their
brothers. The Zionist state may
wonder how it is possible to live in
peace with Hamas.

The Palestinian Cause is a nation-
al issue before being a religious one,
while the other experiences and
practices, which have associated
between the religion and politics,
appeared to be at expense of the reli-
gion, which depends on absolute
matters. Politics, on the other hand,
doesn’t seem to deal with anything
of relative authenticity.

As Muslims, Christians and Jews
participated in the Palestinian
national movement, any condemna-
tion or denouncement of conflicts is
a huge mistake. When we talk about
the Eastern Quds, for instance, this
means we are talking about a
Palestinian territory, which has been
occupied since June 1967. The
Resolutions No. 242 and 238,
released by the UN Security Council
regarding conflict in the Middle
East, may apply in this case.

I objectively believe that Hamas
Movement has taken control-col-
ored stances, as it rejected Oslo
Agreement and then participated in
the legislative elections, which are
an Oslo Agreement’s outcome, as
well as an important mechanism of
the national authority. This control-
colored choice of stances makes us
anxious about the current develop-
ments since democracy is a com-
pleted bargain and we are not
authorized to take any part of this
bargain and reject the other parts. I
think that this point is a joint factor
that combines Hamas Movement
with the other Muslim Brothers’ fac-
tions in the Arab region.

We don’t deny Hamas’s struggle
and sacrifices of its supporters in the
first and second Intefadas (upris-
ings). Additionally, we don’t neglect
another confirmed fact that Fatah is
a movement of struggle, which
began its activities in January 1945.
It sacrificed famous and great mar-
tyrs for the sake of homeland such
as Abu Ammar, Abu Ayyad, Abu
Jihad, Abu Al-Houl, Abu Al-Letf,
Abu Mazen, Kamal Nasser,
Mohammed Udwan and other his-
toric leaders. Attributing bad events
to Fatah policies and accusing its
leaders of corruption is a denial of
the fact and an unfair verdict against
history. We admit that the serious
mistakes, committed by Fatah,
helped Hamas to score a landslide
victory in the most recent legislative
elections. Hamas won the majority
of Legislative Council seats, thanks
to Fatah mistakes and deviations of
Fatah leaders, and this victory has
nothing to do with Hamas’s plat-
form. Similar cases of this kind took
place in different Arab countries
such as Yemen and Egypt.

The establishment of Hamas
Movement in the 80s of the last cen-

tury, amid circumstances known to
everyone, should be linked with the
future of its relations with the
Hebrew State and the international
community as a whole. On the con-
trary, Fatah Movement played the
role of a cover for some Hamas
leaders during their dealings and
contacts with Israeli officials under
the shadow of Hamas philosophy
strongly rejecting any contact with
the Zionists. This is why uncon-
firmed tales about Hamas contacts
with Israeli officials via its prisoners
in the Israeli jails began to circulate
throughout the region. I personally
cast doubt on the authenticity of
these tales that raise numerous ques-
tions. I have been expecting a frag-
mentation to take place at the
expense of the Palestinian independ-
ence, restoration of the occupied
lands and insult of the Holy City, in
a way similar to what happened to
various national liberation move-
ments. In South Yemen, for
instance, there had been two libera-
tions of struggle against the British
Occupation. Namely, they are the
National Front, led by Qahtan Al-
Sha’ebi and the Liberation Front
under the leader Abdulqawi
Makkawi. In addition, Zimbabwe
had in the past two leaders for
national liberation, the first of whom
is Gushu Nuckomu and the second
is Robert Mughabi, who has become
the President of the Republic since
the independence until now.

At this point, we want to say that
the Palestinian National Liberation
Movement, which has ever paid the
most expensive price in the contem-
porary history, should remain uni-
fied on the face of the occupation.
When the latter is forced from the
Arab land, it will be the most impor-
tant subject to be discussed world-
wide.

The fragmentation and factional
conflicts between Hamas and Fatah,
which Palestine has suffered, led to
a wider division in the Arab region
between Hamas and Fatah support-
ers. This never serves the
Palestinian issue, as it left behind a
huge gap between the Palestinian
people and their Arab brothers. We
feel anxious about what is happen-
ing in this changeable world. We are
unhappy about the Middle East’s
future. We want these remarks to
highlight the size and scope of the
bloody tragedy, which is related
with what took place in Gazza in
2007. Such a tragedy mostly and
repeatedly occurs in the month of
June, which is, in my opinion, the
month of tragedies and sadness.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an econo-
mist and a professor in Political
Science. He is the head of the Arab
Group  for  Investment and
Development
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The business community
and reform agenda

ome are mistaken when they think
that working for reform is the
responsibility of politicians and
civil society organizations who
usually have no job to perform.

Reform and democratization is no longer a
luxury but an inevitability we all have to
work to attain. Everybody has a stake and an

interest in

accountability,

good governance, transparency,
a fair and independent

judiciary, professional and free media, fair

and free
elements e

elections and others. All these
nsure that justice is achieved and

human rights are well respected, which
brings about a good environment for security and stability —politically
and economically. Therefore, a coalition of reform activists and
beneficiaries in the Arab countries must be set up involving joint work
for both business and civil society organization leaders that should lobby
for a positive change in their respective countries plagued with
oppressive regimes. For the resolution of these issues, the “Broadening
Coalition for Reform: Business and Civil Society Organizations
Working Together for Change” workshop was organized by MEPI at the
US State Department. Implemented by Beyster Institute, the event was
supposed to take place in Yemen but for security reasons it was delayed
and then moved to Jordan. I was invited to that important workshop
where issues of reform and how to build partnerships and develop action
plans for change were debated, but unfortunately I could not attend due
to prior important engagements.

The business community should not stay off track and must get
involved in such a long and arduous process that is the business of all of
us in the Middle East. It is not an issue of ethical commitment only that
the businessmen take part in this process, but rather it is a matter of
interest to them. I would guess that many of you share with me the
opinion that it is in the advantage of the businessmen to have good
governance, fair and independent judiciary system, free media, and the
rule of law. Some businessmen still think they should not poke their nose
in politics only so much as it will appease the ruling regimes. However,
businessmen in the region should no longer keep mute and just exercise
lip service to authoritarian regimes as it is happening right now in most
of the Arab countries. They should not keep themselves aside and must

be a key partner in the overall drive for change.

By: Mohammed
Al-Qadhi

Let us take, for instance, the match-up between the liberation of
broadcast media and the interest of the business community in Yemen.
The existence of a vocal professional and independent media is, of
course, of interest to the businessmen as it will enable them to get their
message and advertisements to their target audience efficiently instead
of airing them through monotonous, state-monopolized broadcast media.
Moreover, liberation of broadcast media will enable them to invest in
this promising sector. In addition, the facilitation of free access to
information will enable the professional media to address issues of
corruption. Such corruption issues hit the majority of the businessmen
like tenders, and bids which, if processed transparently and
competitively, might be gained by the real professional businessmen
rather than those clone ones protected by some of the big-wigs at the
power center. It is also in the interest of the business community to have
a professional media with a strong code of ethics that would protect it
against some newspapers that blackmail them for advertisements. It is no
doubt that the reform of such areas and others would be of benefit to

both the business people and the public at large.

I understand some businessmen have an interest in the absence of law
rule and accountability, and are furthermore prevalent to corruption.
However, this is not a sustainable interest because it is not
institutionalized and professional. In order to achieve the sustainable
development everybody seeks to have, the business community should
play a pivotal role in supporting reform and democratization agenda.
Independent business can not flourish when a strong third party, in this
case the government is calling the shots. It is in an environment of
security, stability and political, economic and social peace attained only
through reform and democratization that their businesses can prosper.
Their role in boosting change is therefore unquestionable; in democracy
exists the prosperity of the masses, including the businessmen.

Mohammed Al-Qadhi (mhalgadhi@hotmail.com) is a Yemeni journalist
and columnist.
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Al-Sahwa Weekly, Mouthpiece of
the Islah Party
Thursday, September 6

Main Headlines

- Islah Party’s Shoura Council
denounces crackdown on protesters
in Aden and Hadramout, expresses
solidarity with retiree’s demands

- An education ministry source: High
school exam results announced, no
technical problems reported

- Two  policemen injured in
confrontations with Al-Awaleq tribes
in Shabwa

- Politicians and legislators urge MPs
to hold an extraordinary meeting to
discuss the country’s situations

- Manager of Public Works Office in
Damt accuses influential persons of
burglarizing public funds

- Yemeni Lawyers Syndicate
condemns assault on President of
Banks and Insurance Companies
Union

- President Saleh releases Sheikhs of
Hamdan and Shulan tribes amid
demands to resolve their issues

The weekly newspaper reported in a
front page article that President Ali
Abdullah Saleh on Wednesday released
the tribal Sheikhs of Hamdan and
Shulan tribes in Al-Jawf governorate,
who have been detained in the Ministry
of Defense for more than one year and
half a year over revenge Kkillings
between both tribes. Local sources in
Al-Jawf urged the government to expe-
dite resolving the disputes between the
two conflicting tribes in order to help
the area avoid any new clashes, partic-
ularly following release of tribal lead-
ers.

According to the weekly newspaper,

the Ministry of Defense detained the
tribal chieftains of Hamdan and Shulan
tribes with the aim of ending the
bloody confrontations that lasted up for
eight years over revenges. It added that
President Saleh sponsored a six-month
ceasefire, which both tribes signed.

26 September Weekly, Organ of the
Yemeni Army
Thursday, September 6

Main Headlines

- President Saleh to new envoys: You
have to improve ties and enhance
cooperation

- Security authorities confiscate 1800
arm pieces

- Prime Minister directs Ministry of
Public Works and Highways to
finalize capital city’s plans, develop
services

- Yemeni government and World
Trade Organization discuss Yemen’s
WTO entry

- Authorities to transfer riot detainees
to Public Prosecution

- IPA to deport 52 African illegal
immigrants

The weekly paper quoted an official
source as saying on Wednesday that
the Immigration and Passports
Authority (IPA) is about to repatriate
52 African immigrants entered
illegally to Yemen. The source added
that the sneaking Africans were 35
Somalis and 17 Eritrean natives,
noting that the IPA is about to
complete legal procedures to repatriate
them to their homes next week.
Yemen’s coastguards have detained
those immigrants attempting to sneak
to the country through beaches of
Shabwa province, 400 km east of the
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capital Sana’a.

According to the newspaper IPA
denied the authenticity of reports
saying that the Authority has arrested
77 African people. It said that only 59
African refugees, some of them are
Somalis, have been in the authority’s
custody for a month. UN agencies are
working to prevent thousands of
undocumented migrants and asylum
seekers from risking their lives
onboard overcrowded open fishing
boats whilst trying to reach Yemen as
deadly annual people-smuggling
season resumes in full force in the
Gulf of Aden.
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Al-Wasat Comprehensive
Independent Weekly

Wednesday, September 5

Main Headlines

- Houthi lashes out at regime,

instigates protestors in the south to
escalate tension

- Recurrent  attempts to  pass
prohibited pesticides into Yemen

- A prominent member withdraws
from Islah Party Shoura Council
membership

- Personal gains and interests given
precedence over performance in
government offices, U.S. report
reveals

- Unidentified people open fire on
officers as they are handed over their
plots of land

- Yemen ranks worse among world
countries in decision making

- Demonstrations escalates as
authorities crack down on protestors

The weekly newspaper reported in a
front page article that thousands of
protesters faced off with bullets, tear

-

gas and water cannons in their
demonstrations for the release of 200
veterans in Yemen. Riot police
clamped down on the protesters on
Tuesday, most of whom are southern
Yemeni veterans who lost their jobs
after they were defeated by the
northerners 13  years ago.

“Any party, movement, group or
individual who stages or carries
slogans that put national unity in peril,
or calls for destruction of national
unity, will be tried as a traitor,” the
newspaper quoted a top security
official as saying. According to the
constitution in Yemen the penalty for
treason is death.
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Al-Wahdawi Weekly, Mouthpiece of
the Nasserite Unionist Popular
Organization (NUPO)
Tuesday, September 4

Main Headlines

- Protestors in Al-Shu’aib district
denounce crackdown on citizens,
confirm continuity of efforts for
peaceful change

- Awaleq tribesmen block Aden-
Shabwa highway, demand detainees
be released

- Aden Security authorities arrest BG
Nasser Al-Nuba, take him to
unidentified place after raiding his
home in plainclothes

- As attachés exercise corruption,
Yemeni scholars in Cairo ask
Cultural Attaché there to return
home

- At least ten people reported injured
as fence collapses in Sa’awan area,
northeast of Sana’a

- Security Authorities seizes over
2,500 firearms, enforce arm-bearing
ban
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The weekly paper reported that
Yemeni police confiscated more than
2,500 firearms in the first week of a
nationwide campaign to enforce a ban
on carrying weapons in cities. It
quoted the Interior Ministry as saying
that weapons have been seized at
checkpoints outside the capital Sana’a
and other major cities since August 23.
The campaign was aimed at reducing
the visibility of arms that discourage
tourism and investments in the
country.

The weekly went on to say that the
ban includes bodyguards of high-
ranking officials, legislators and
influential tribal chieftains. The
government launched a campaign in
last April to collect heavy and medium
weapons from local markets through a
buy-back program. Estimated 12 arms
markets and about 300 light weapon
shops are spread across the country. .
Unofficial estimates put the number of
firearms in circulation in Yemen at
around 60 million. A UN-sponsored
small arms survey, released on August
29, concluded that Yemenis own
between six and 17 million firearms.
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Al-Methaq Weekly, Mouthpiece of
the General People Congress
(Ruling Party)

Monday, September 3

Main Headlines

- Crime rates in Yemen decline by 35
percent as government passes arms
bearing ban

- Anti-Corruption Authority’s
members ratify financial liabilities
before Parliament

- Yemeni Countedness and Anti-
Corruption  Organization to sue

dissidents who
democracy

- President Saleh: Social Phenomena
Evaluation Committee is neither
seasonal, partisan, nor receives
instructions from any political
organization

- Yemen’s tender-related experience
reviewed at an international
symposium

- Aden Governor, British Ambassador
discuss investment benefits in Aden

- Yemen  participates in an
international conference on family
planning, maternal care and
newborns

- Opposition’s  protests damages
national economy, says ruling party
leader

misemploy

The newspaper reported that
Assistant Secretary General of the
ruling General People Congress
Sheikh  Mustafa  Al-Barakani
considered the opposition’s protests as
merely chaotic acts that have nothing
to do with changing the economic
situations in the country. He was
quoted as saying that “Such functions
don’t pay harm to the ruling party or
the regime as much as they damage
the nation, its reputation and political
system. These acts of vandalism
arouse fear among foreign investors
who have plans to initiate projects in
Yemen.

Al-Barakani pointed out that the
economic content was included in the
list of dialogue issues, but the
opposition exploits the subject to
attain political objectives. He
confirmed that the ruling party and its
leaders care for establishing joint
cooperation with other political parties
and organizations for the sake of
boosting the national interest and
addressing citizens’ issues. The GPC
leader attributed the recent economic
crisis to price rises at of foodstuffs at
the international level.

The Missing Prestige

By: Jihad el-Khazen

as the swift air

confrontation

between  Syria

and Israel a

deliberate
provocation or a mistake, or did it not
happen at all?

The brief Syrian communiqué and
the official Israeli silence leave all
options open, including the possibility
that Israel might be diverting attention
to Syria, for its government’s
realization that no progress will be
made with the Palestinians at the level
of a settlement in the coming
conference or afterwards. Knesset
member Dr Ahmad Al-Tibi did not
exclude deliberate provocation while I
was talking to him on the phone. He
said the Israeli chief of staff believes
that a confrontation with Syria is the
easiest option, and that a quick blow,
very precise in nature, is sufficient to
restore the missing prestige in the
aftermath of last summer’s defeat in
Lebanon.

He thinks it is more probable that
the politicians are not in favor of an
escalation, but he warned of the fact
that matters might have a dynamism
of their own, and that the Israeli
military has been for some time
inciting a strike against Syria, while
claiming that the latter is gathering its
forces on the border and enhancing its
air defense.

Dr Al-Tibi says the military
leadership in northern Israel needs to
prove that it has improved its
performance and that it has become
stronger than it was last year. Its first
target is Syria and the second one is
Lebanon, in addition to the permanent
option of invading Gaza, a request
made by the southern leadership.

Will the confrontation take an
unintended course? There is always
the law of unexpected outcomes, or
maybe the Israeli government has
decided to resume negotiations with

Syria, via third parties, by means other
than common diplomatic channels and
back-doors.

At any rate, the Syrian case can not
be dissociated from the Lebanese or
Palestinian situation, especially in the
light of Syria’s alliance with Hamas
and Hizbullah. In my opinion, the two
Islamist groups are unlikely to leave
Syria on its own in the event of a
military confrontation.

In the past three days, I met three
Palestinian officials, Nabil Abou
Roudayna, Jibril Rajjoub, and
Mohammad Dahlan in Washington
who are fully knowledgeable about
the course of events and then I called
Ramallah.

There is no concrete progress that
can be discussed whether regarding
the negotiations between Abou Mazen
and Ehud Olmert, or between Hamas
and Fatah. No one expects the coming
conference to bring any success. I did
not even hear anyone expect to see
any progress in the peace process
throughout next year, ie in the
remaining period in George Bush’s
second mandate.

Hamas refuses to retract the coup
d’etat it staged in the Gaza Strip, and
it seems to be satisfied with the
Islamic Gaza princedom while Fatah
insists on going back to the previous
status quo, otherwise it considers no
other option.

The Palestinians are now opposed
to the two factions. Some did not vote
for Hamas in as much as they voted
against Fatah in the parliamentary
elections. Now thousands from among
them are demonstrating against
Hamas, not against Fatah, due to the
failure of the Hamas government to
respond to the minimum of citizens’
demands. It was supposed to presume,
regardless of the reasons behind its
occupation of Gaza, that regional and
international forces will not allow it to
achieve success, because its success
will encourage Islamists in all
countries.

Hamas has now delivered a legal
opinion prohibiting prayer in public
squares. What is meant is a political
position, not prayer itself. I asked Dr
Tibi about the drawback in all this.
Citizens have the right to express their
views, and then any legal opinion
against praying in public squares will
be met by another legal opinion
permitting it, which indeed took place.

Upon asking about the solution, I
heard of a possible Arab settlement.
But I find it unattainable as Egypt has
adhered to caution and neutrality
whereas Saudi Arabia is dissatisfied
with both parties who broke the
Mecca Agreement. I also heard of an
international settlement, but I see that
any solution of this type denotes a
major role for the United States. I do
not think the Bush administration has
the potential to bring success in any
matter, especially with the problems it
is facing in Iraq. Afterwards, there is
the Israeli suggestion of a solution.
The invasion of Gaza will turn the
tables on all the Palestinian parties and
will create a new situation.

The day following my previous
conversation, a Syrian communiqué
was released on the violation of the
Syrian air by Israeli planes. A Syrian-
Israeli confrontation could be the way
out for everybody since it will not be
restricted to the two countries; it will
rather involve local parties including
Iran and the United States.

What drew my attention in the
conversation with the Palestinian
officials is that they put forward
solutions among which there was not a
single Palestinian solution.

The three officials came to London
in order to be operated on, one for the
kidneys, the second for his feet after
his belly while he is walking with
crutches, and the third for the knees. I
have found them broken and defeated
like their cause.

Source: english.daralhayat.com

Arab regimes ignore
Turkey’s democratic example

By: Saad Eddin Ibrahim
and Mensur Akgun

e were both in
Turkey before and
after Sunday, July
22, the day of the
intensely fought
parliamentary elections. Given the
contentiousness of large-scale demon-
strations and the fears of military
intervention over the issue of secular-
ism, there were hundreds of interna-
tional observers expecting something
spectacular to happen. But to their dis-
may, and to the dismay of many oth-
ers, balloting was calm and orderly.

No violence or irregularities were
reported. It was one of the highest
voter turnouts in the history of
Turkey’s democratic elections (84.4
percent). The highly debated role of
the religiously affiliated Justice and
Development Party (AKP) was put to
the test for the second time in five
years. The party passed with flying
colors.

The Turkish political community
had anticipated the outcome. The few
surprises had to do only with margins
of performance of the various actors.
Though the AKP was poised to win a
majority, it did far better than expect-
ed with 46.7 percent of votes - 12.4
points higher than its 2002 victory.

Among the losers was the Turkish
military, which has never hidden its
deep misgivings with the ascendancy
of the AKP in the country’s sociopolit-
ical space. It is widely believed that
the military blessed the pro-secular
demonstration earlier in the spring as
well as the unification of center-right
and center-left parties. Though clearly
rebuffed by the voters, the military
seems to be learning to manage such
public adversities, at least for the time
being.

The prime minister, and AKP leader,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, went out of his
way in his victory speech later on the

night of July 22 to allay the fears of
AKP detractors. He assured all con-
cerned of his solemn commitment to
the secular principle of the Turkish
Republic. He equally reiterated his
drive to join the European Union; and
proudly pledged to maintain the high
rate of Turkey’s economic growth.

The whole world was watching
Turkey that day: some admiringly,
some cynically, looking for any
mishaps to justify keeping the country
out of the European club. And yet oth-
ers watched nervously, for fear of a
success that would put pressure on
them to follow its model. Among the
latter were Arab autocrats, to whose
reactions we now turn.

While Arab opposition parties, civil
society and democracy activists
cheered the news from Turkey, there
was official silence from Arab govern-
ments, as if the elections had occurred
on another planet. Unlike the front-
page headlines in independent media,
the state-controlled media in many
Arab countries ignored, delayed or rel-
egated the Turkish elections story to
internal pages or the tail-end of their
regular news.

By the third or fourth day, Arab
media pundits reflecting their
regimes’ lines went out of their way to
tell their respective audiences how dif-
ferent the situation in Turkey was
from that of Arab countries. Some
played up the chronic Kurdish,
Armenian and Cypriot problems as if
to dampen any Arab joy for their
northern neighbor.

In some ways, this was reminiscent
of cool or even hostile reactions by the
same Arab autocratic regimes to
Mauritania’s giant step toward democ-
racy. Libya’s leader, Moammar
Gadhafi, already well into his 38th
year of dictatorial rule, had dismissed
Mauritania’s experience as an exercise
“in backward tribalism.” None of the
Arab heads of state cared to attend the
April 2006 inaugural celebration of

the democratically elected
Mauritanian president.

It is abundantly clear that when such
developments occur in Arab or
Muslim-majority countries, it proves
doubly embarrassing. This may also
explain - at least in part - why many of
these regimes are reported to be under-
mining efforts to democratize Iraq.

The triumphant AKP was again vic-
torious in the election of the mostly
ceremonial president of the republic,
an event which became controversial a
few months earlier over the headscarf
of the would-be first lady. Yet a chal-
lenge for the AKP in the short-run will
be to deal with the army’s request to
use military means to crush the
Kurdish rebels in the southeast.
Erdogan has resisted so far in search
of non-violent alternatives and support
from regional and domestic players.

In the medium and longer term, the
AKP has managed not only to become
solidly mainstream in Turkish politics
but also, through its own example, has
paved the way for other Muslim
democrats, in a manner akin to
Christian Democrats in the West.

Beyond the Middle East, the latest
democratic election in Turkey, cou-
pled with the success of other reli-
giously affiliated parties in recent
years in other countries, from
Indonesia to Mauritania, may be put-
ting to rest the suspect proposition of
“Muslim exceptionalism.” If countries
like Turkey can survive as democratic
regimes with Muslim-majority popu-
lations, why can’t others?

Saad Eddin Ibrahim is a human rights
activist and founder of the Ibn
Khaldun Center for Development
Studies in Cairo, Egypt. Mensur
Akgun is the program director for the
foreign policy department at TESEV,
an independent think tank in Istanbul,
Turkey. The Yemen Times publishes
this commentary in collaboration with
the Common Ground News Service.



1 0 10 September, 2007 Adve rtisement

u'g.d!uuw;LmU!j
9‘))3'"0‘4"";"@9‘30‘“-‘

Lglg.u.d o.u.b-m ;Lm.cu 9@7&9

@@0@@)‘«@]@\_&@ :
@goggf%ﬁo%@g@w@&m Salei

R

eS| oG s e i v BV OS]
SRR B ohSp Gl
Al




Advertisement

10 September, 2007 11

W NS

Sikkim Manipal University

Sikkim Manipal University In
Affiliation with University of
Modern Sciences

“Admission Open

Manipal

Join Now and Get an International Degree
Recognized by the Ministry of Higher Education

BScIT — Bachelor of Science in Information Technology.

BBA — Bachelor of Business Administration.

BAJM — Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Mass Communication.
BScHCM — Bachelor of Science in Hospitality and Catering Management.

1- Recognized by University Grants Commission Empowerment Thrllllgh Edllcatlnll
,Ministry of HRD -GoVf. of India.
2- Member of Association of Indian Universities

3- 500 learning centers.

4- 153000 students.

5 Industry oriented programs
6- Programs offered in English
7- Study duration is three years

8- Recognized by the Ministry of Higher
Education in Yemen

University of Modern Sciences - Sana’a - Baghdad Street - Tel.: 468305 - Fax: 407419

www.ums-edu.com infoQums-edu.com

Invitation for Expressions of Interest (Individual Consultant)
Consultancy Services for Monitoring and Evaluation
Invitation No. :- RALP/PT/002/2007

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Rainfed Agriculture and Livestock Project

1. The Government of Yemen has received a Credit No (4220-YEM) from international Development
Association IDA (WB) toward the cost of the Rainfed Agriculture and Livestock Project and intends
to apply part of the proceeds for consultant services for the Monitoring and evaluation, Farmer- based
system of seed management & Livestock health and husbandry services.

2. The Rainfed Agriculture and Livestock Project (RALP) now invites eligible individual consultants
to express interest in providing services. Interested individual consultants must provide their CVs
and information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services.

3. The PSU is to recruit an individual consultant to assist GDAR and GSMC:(i) to set up a mechanism
to collect information on indicators and (ii) prepare their respective M & E semi annual reports and
(iii) prepare PSU synthetic semi annual M & E reports.

3.1. First step: to work with PSU and DGAR in Sana’a and GSMC in Damar to prepare:

3.1.1. Identification for each indicator: who will produce the information and based on what
support?.

3.1.2. the table of content of the M & E reports that DGAR and GSMC will produce every six
month. Each report will include clearly identified M & E indicators as stated in RALP
PAD annex 3.

3.1.3. the term of reference for the baseline survey (if needed) to collect the above mentioned
M&E indicators for component 1) and 2). Baseline may be needed for the three item
hereafter but not limited to: (a) number of paravet and CAHW, (b) the status of animal
diseases and (c) the quality of seeds.

3.1.4. the table of content of PSU’s M & E semi annual report.

3.2. Second step: the consultant will work with PSU and GDAR in Sana’a and GSMC in Damar to:

3.2.1. collect the indicators and the forms that respectively GDAR and GSMC are respectively
responsible to prepare every six month, and

3.2.2. produce a synthesis of the reports collected, that will be the PSU’s M & E report to be sent
to WB prior to each supervision mission.

4. Timing
4.1. The first step is a three weeks mission.

4.2. The second step is a 2 weeks mission every six month until the project is completed.

5. Selection of the consultant will be in accordance with World Bank Guidelines, selection and
Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers May 2004.

6. For further information please contact the project address (below) during official working hours
(0900 hrs : 1400 hrs) on any working day between Saturday through Wednesday.

7. All correspondences, EOI should be submitted to the project address (below) during official working
hours not later than September, 20 2007.

Address
Att. Project Manager
P.O. Box: 13181
Al Raqas Street, near Gas Company
Telfax: 967 01 532557
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen E-mail: ralp@yemen.net. ye

ARadHBeLSaEeEoanam e.co.cs.c
Trading Divition
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Invites application for:
Trade Marketing Manager-1

Responsibilities:
a- Trade marketing activities across the country
b- Planning, co-ordination and execution.
c- Liaison with the branch team and principles.
d- Data management and feedback
Qualifications:
a- Bachelor Degree in Marketing /Management/
Economics
b- Minimum 5 years experience in sales/trade
marketing in a professional environment.
c- Fluency in English and Arabic is must.
d- Adequate Computer skills.
e- Willing to travel extensively.
Art)hplication should reach us on or before
20 Sept., 2007 on the following address:

Through email :
By post

cpd@hsatco.com.ye

Hayel Saeed Anam & Co. C.S.C.

Al- Mugamma street, P.O.Box - 5302
Taiz, Republic of Yemen.

« e )| Dbt | M| 2 il uais @

A el Gl ame 2l g @
- A ¥ ) bl 2L g

Sl o g1 ol g1 ok rbeatond sl
: Olhaail i Sz e

g o | s § g
Bk bl | Al | 2 gt
At L 19 Gt 123 2 g
e ity 1Y
g3l | g Gyl pgdeat|
) 0 (Gl | ) pud ‘

e o)yl
1LY page — jad
Aselat|gg,2
400059 : Slalypt/ Ji— slaia ¢ 52

234891 + & - sMall g ki — puSe 395 — ks £ 93
235118 : & -ddddatt ¢,
401620:& - wigd
BN

232429/232350: a -




1 2 10 September, 2007

Health

Combating Female Genital Mutilation:
What is the role of health policy?

By: Sawsan Al-Refai
For Yemen Times

emale Genital Mutilation
has since many decades
been considered as a
major challenge for
human rights and women
activists. In spite of many decades of
studies and research as well as funds
pouring into anti-FGM
programming, the prevalence rates of
this practice are still shocking. More
than 100 million women and girls are
estimated to have had FGM
worldwide mainly in Africa.

The very slow reduction of
practice rates compared to resources
allocated to anti-FGM programmes
has encouraged all stakeholders to
pause for a moment in reflection on
the past efforts. Evaluation of
previous programs revealed
significant gaps.

One main aspect of programming
that was subjected to evaluation was
the scope and approaches of anti-
FGM programmes. It was found that
many reports and studies have been
produced to address the root factors
maintaining FGM mainly tradition
and socioeconomic structures of the
communities where this practice is
prevalent. Many programs have
focused at community level on
advocacy for girls and women
empowerment and women rights
considering that FGM is a practice
that infringes most of the rights at
stake including right to health.
Nevertheless, lack of
comprehensiveness when addressing
FGM stood out as one of the main

obstacles on the path of FGM
programmes. Programmes  that
addressed all health, social and
economical consequences of the
practice and engaged all stakeholders
particularly those who make
decisions or influence opinions were
those of higher and more sustained
impact. There has been also much
evidence that contextualizing work is
vital in developing the messages
against FGM. There are no blanket
approaches or one messages that
could be applied in all regions.
Because FGM practice in Yemen is
considerably low at the national
level, compared to other countries in
Africa, it is expected that FGM
programmes are of both limited
scope and effect. There are no

reliable data sources on how
prevalent the practice is within and
outside the traditional coastal

locations where practice in some
districts may exceed 90%. There is
almost no data neither on how many
girls are at risk of FGM, nor on the
complications of the practice.

The current efforts exerted by the
civil society organizations in target
areas are much appreciated, however
these efforts are being dissolved time
after time due to dwindling
resources, lack of policy level
commitment, as well as absence of
advocacy networks at local levels.
Furthermore, anti-FGM campaigns in
many cases are unfocused and go in
different strategic directions with
diverse target groups. Lack of
coordination and of
comprehensiveness has resulted in
incomplete or contradicting

messages to the communities.
Consequently results were
fragmented and not very long-lasting.

There is a lot to be told on the
sociocultural dilemma in Yemen
when addressing FGM, but my main
concern in relation to the above, is
the extent to which health policy
makers and polices are involved in
the processes of combating FGM in
Yemen. Since FGM programmers
globally are now moving towards a
prioritized and comprehensive
approach, what is Yemen’s position
on this? More precisely, where do our
health officials stand on this?

If intended to be introduced into
the list of health priorities, FGM
would be expected to fill a very
bottom slot on the list. It is expected,
but it is not right. It is well known
that the ministry of health is facing
large-scale challenges in terms of
lack of health infrastructure, lack of
qualified staff and devastating rates
of mortality and morbidity. We
cannot say that there is an excuse for
health policy makers to put FGM on
the margin though. We do not do the
FGM victims justice by just looking
at the current numbers that may not
reflect the true magnitude of the
problem. In areas where this practice
is prevalent such as governorates of
Hodeidah, Mahra, and Hadrmout,
there are some indicators that the
practice is not decreasing. Moreover,
there is some alarming news that the
practice is spreading in areas where it
did not exist before and that it is
actually increasing in other places
due to external and internal migration
of refugee communities.

Why is the health argument behind
FGM?. FGM is a health problem that
has grave health consequences. FGM
victims do not only suffer physically
but also mentally and
psychologically. FGM prevents their
entire well-being. In a place with
such a very high rate of maternal
mortality like Yemen, strategies,
policies, and planned programs can
not give deaf ears to FGM when
talking about reproductive health for
example. Reliable evidence about the
effect of FGM, of various types, on
obstetric outcome is now available.
Most recently, a Lancet article
published in 2006 (issue 367),
showed that women with FGM are
significantly more likely than those
without FGM to have adverse
obstetric outcomes and that risk seem
to be greater with more extensive
FGM. The new evidence states that
FGM health impact extends beyond
the classical information we have.

Medicalization of FGM is another
main point which deserves the
attention of the health authorities. As
literacy increases and as more health
staff become available, communities
where FGM practice are starting to
use health staff (including midwives
and trained traditional birth
attendants) to perform FGM in an
attempt to fulfill their religious and
tradition requirements on one hand
and prevent complications of
infection and bleeding on the other.
Despite the ministerial decree that
was issues in 2001 which banned all
health staff from performing FGM,
yet studies report that in places like
Hadrmout where people are of high

income, health staff are tempted to
perform FGM in return for generous
financial incentives. Medicalization
of FGM not only puts the whole
accountability of health cadre at
stake, but furthermore maintains the
practice by dealing with the short
term complications of FGM but not
with the medium and long-term ones.

It is interesting to know that health
is also used an argument to promote
for the FGM practice. Many of those
who believe in FGM spread the
notion that the practice is beneficial
for the sexual and reproductive
health of girls and women and some
go further than that by claiming that
infant mortality is low among women
with FGM. These false claims are
unfortunately promoted for by
religious and community leaders who
usually have no medical or health
knowledge.

Therefore, the argument that health
policy makers should provide more
attention to the issue is strong. It also
entitles us to challenge the current
trend of having civil society
organizations that work in the field of
women and human rights to carry the
heavy burden. In communities with
high illiteracy rates and strong
traditional power relations, as is the
case in most rural areas in Yemen,
“rights” or “gender empowerment”
messages against FGM may not be
taken well as we may imagine.
However a clear and committed
“health” message may go through
more easily, at least for the time
being.

More attention should be provided
to FGM from health policy makers.

Attention does not mean words on
workshop banners or headlines in
newspapers but should translate into
policies and plans. Health authorities
should be committed to spread the
correct health messages on FGM and
support them with reliable data from
the ground on the health
consequences of FGM. It is a shame
that medical students and young
physicians do not even know this
practice exists in Yemen.
Reproductive health in medical
curricula should be inclusive of this
practice and health staff including
traditional birth attendants should be
trained on its negative consequences
and on  dealing with its
complications. Moreover health staff
should be monitored and
medicalization of FGM should be
seriously addressed.

There is great need for data on
health consequences of FGM on
mothers and infants to be accessed by
and transmitted to all those who
maintain the practice including
community and religion leaders,
mothers, local health staff, and men.
On the other hand, traditional means
of advocacy and communication
should be revisited to incorporate
clear health information on FGM. It
will be stating the obvious to say that
all the above should be accompanied
with improved reproductive health
services at community levels.

There should be some space for
FGM on the health policy agenda,
otherwise a day may come when it
climbs up the priority list by
necessity. We do not want that day to
come.

Cerebral Palsy in Yemeni society
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The third educational seminar on Cerebral Palsy organized by Skills

Development Establishment.

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

ducating mothers of

children with cerebral

palsy and how to deal

with it properly, as well

as finding relationships

within the community, has been a

priority for many health organizations
in Yemen.

Simple mechanisms are the best

way to prevent Cerebral Palsy. For
example, proper and safe pregnancy
ensures the health of babies as well as
the mothers. Hygiene awareness and
proper nutrition are also key factors.
Finally, pregnant mothers should be
educated to the fullest extent. For
example, they should not smoke, they
should not use medicines during
pregnancy, and they should avoid any
form of radiation. Regular tests are

Headquarters:

Sana’a, Iran St., branching from Haddah St.
In front of Al-Jandool Supermarket. Tel: 425945

also required so as to help physicians
to diagnose the medicine at the
earliest possible stage.

Furthermore, females should take
vaccines against the German Fever as
another  preventative  measure.
Parents should also follow up on
keeping their children’s medications
up to date.

The Islamic religion orders us to
take care of children, thus infected
children must be treated well and
tenderly, taking their agony into
consideration. The entire family
should also tolerate this disease even
though the psychological aspect is

At
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very difficult to deal with. Thus the
family should deal with the patient
kindly, paying attention to his/her
nutrition.

The purpose of the Skills
Development  Establishment on
Cerebral Palsy is to help infected
children feel independent. It also
aims to increase the level of
education and awareness and to
spread a culture of education among
the patients' mothers. The foundation
holds educational seminars where
physicians specialized in cerebral
palsy as well as social workers are
invited to deliver lectures about how
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to psychologically and physically
deal with infected children.

The foundation also works nobly to
involve infected children in the entire
community through social activities
and works to educate parents since
most of them lack information about
cerebral palsy.

Furthermore, it organized an
educational seminar on cerebral palsy
in Sana'a, last month. The seminar
was mainly held for mothers.
However, it was also attended by
parents of children belonging to the
foundation, primary care physicians,
and the technical managers.

Neven Al-Kaff, the executive
manager of the foundation delivered a
speech in which she stated that the
foundation is “exerting every effort to
develop a community of joint work
and cooperation”. She also said that
the foundation has “humanitarian and
charitable objectives.” It offers
financial support for poorer families
in an effort to bring their infected
children to the foundation and receive
medication. "There are more than 75
male and female children out of 200
children registered. The 75 children
are receiving medication inside the
foundation," she added.
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By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

ews have lived in Yemen for

nearly 2500 years. They settled

down in different parts of the

country whether rural and

urban. Remains of their life is
still visible today through distinctive
Jewish architecture whether in the deco-
ration of buildings or the Jewish tem-
ples. European researchers who visited
Yemen before the 26 September
Revolution in 1962 documented more
than 38 Jewish temples in Qa’a Al-
Yahoud (Jewish Ground), which is
called today, Qa’a Al-Ulifi.

In Aden, Jews were present in large
numbers in the downtown areas where
what was known as the “Jews’ Avenue”
used to exist. Some country people still
remember their Jewish neighbors in
mountainous villages. Beit Qatina,
located in Mahwait province, is one of
such hill stations where Jews settled
down in the past. Their homes and
shops still exist today as was in the past
before they left the country decades
ago.

Yemeni Jews are natives of Yemen as
they had been here for centuries before
Christ and Islam. They had maintained
their religion throughout the years and
lived in communities within the Yemeni
society until they migrated to the
“Promised Land” in Jerusalem.

Yet Yemen also contains some reli-
gious sites visited by Jews from all
placed. Salem Yousef Al-Shebzi, was a
Jewish religious cleric, who lived in
Taiz in the 16th Century after he transit-
ed from a nearby village. He is a well-
respected Yemeni Jew, and Jews from
Yemen and all around the world come to
visit his grave, known as the “Shebzi
Grave”. Although the exact location of
the grave is not known, Jews flock to a
site near Al-Qaherah Fort in Taiz city,
and camp there for several hours. They
take blessings from a small water
stream in that area.

Between 1949 and 1950 majority of
Yemeni Jews migrated. The migration
operation was terms the ‘the magic car-
pet’, when more than 48,000 Yemeni
Jews migrated to Israel. Thousands of
the Yemeni Jews remained in Yemen,
some held to their religion, while others
converted to Islam whether by force or
by choice. Some 350,000 Yemeni Jews
have been converted to Islam since
1948.
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Morris Harari, continuous sup-
port to education of Yemeni Jews.
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Keeping ties with the past
Yemeni Jews and modern challenges

A fort in Raidah - Amran where Muslims and Jews used to live together.

Yemeni Jews today

Today, the number of Jewish remnants
in Yemen doesn’t exceed one thousand
living in small communities in Sana’a,
Amran, and Sa’ada. They freely exer-
cise their religious rituals and have sev-
eral religious occasions, which they
mark every year such as Eid Al-Gufran
or Eid Naisan, Khudhaira, Mudhalat or
the Return.

However, they are not integrated
completely in all aspects of the public
life such as the education system. True
that they share the difficult living condi-
tions with all Yemenis, yet their children
are generally deprived of formal educa-
tion in public schools. Yemeni Jewish
children go to religious teaching ses-
sions established by the elders of their
community members. Recently a small
school containing 25 students was con-
structed by the state for the Jews dis-
placed from their homes because of war
in Sa’ada north of Yemen.

Some Yemeni Jews visit their rela-
tives in Israel via Jordan, and the Israeli
authorities allow them to enter the state
by granting them temporary residency
documents, which is usually enclosed in
their Yemeni passports.

A love affair
Because of the inadequate education
provided for Yemeni Jews, the males are
sent to either USA or Israel once they
are 16 or 17 years old. There are
approximately 20,000 Yemeni Jews in
USA mainly concentrated in Brooklyn
and New York, and around 400,000 in
Israel. These men get used to the better
life style and generally do not return
home.

However, Yemeni Jews are very

Shlomo Grafi, after an absence of
almost sixty years, he came home.

much influenced by conservative tradi-
tions and therefore, decline to send their
daughters abroad. They fear their
daughters would be changed by the
modern liberal practices of the west.
This lead to an increasing number of
Jewish girls compared to males in
Yemen. Because of this fact and
because of the proximity to Muslim
Yemenis families some Jewish girls fall
in love with Muslim boys and elope
with them.

Jewish families in Yemen do not
approve of their children marrying into
other religions in fear for the Judaism.
However, since this religion is passed
through the females some Yemeni Jews
eventually accept their daughters’ deci-
sion to marry a Muslim especially if the
father is not very particular about reli-
gion. Some other families are not so tol-
erant and to them, these eloping girls are
as dead.

Saturday Sabbath

Yemeni Jews like most Jews around the
world still maintain the Sabbath, which
is dedicating Saturday’s for rest and
worship.

Although many Jews around the
world do not maintain this practice any-
more, Yemeni Jews take their Sabbath
very seriously. They stay in doors and
do not communicate with the outside
world. They even close their mobile
phones and abstain from shopping or
slaughtering or any other form of earthy
activities. The ritual starts from Friday
before sunset when the house lady lights
up candles representing Sabbath light
until the sunset of the following day.
The families usually recite some verses
of the holy book especially verses relat-
ing to creation. The man of the house
blesses the wine and bread and then
divides the bread among his family
members before they start eating dinner.

One of the reasons why older Yemeni
Jews do not appreciate living in modern
Jewish societies around the world is that
the latter do not respect such traditional
religious rituals any more.

Reliving childhood memories

Yemeni Jewish immigrants who had
become influential in their new homes
frequently return to Yemen in order to
help their community. Shlomo Grafi is
the director of the Yemeni Heritage
Foundation in USA concerned with
Yemeni Jews welfare around the world.

“‘Shebzi Grave”, a Jewish religious site in Taiz city, where Jews visit from all around the world. The star of David near
the top of the dome had been vandalized, yet the shape could still be distinguished.

...........
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Jewish arts.

He had been to Yemen where he spent
more than 45 days in Sana’a. Grafi’s
visit was mostly dedicated to addressing
issues of Yemeni Jews, and investment
opportunities in the country. All of his
seven children are living in the U.S.,
while he spends most of the year travel-
ing between the U.S. and Israel, and
recently Yemen.

When he was barely nine years old,
Grafi traveled with his family to Israel
via Aden in November 1949. He had not
been to Yemen since then, and was
astonished by the development the
country has seen in the last sixty years.

Grafi praised President Saleh’s
efforts in promoting development in
Yemen.. He expressed his pride that Ali
Abdullah Saleh is president of eh coun-
try and confirmed that in his opinion,
Saleh is the best who can lead the coun-
try to progress and development, hoping
that he can meet him one day.

He urged the president to allow
Yemenis who had migrated out of the
country, to visit their homes and vil-
lages. “At least to give permission to the
older generations who were born in
Yemen, if not to the new generations of
over 70,000 Jews of Yemeni origin liv-
ing in USA,” he urged.

During his visit Garfi toured Taiz,
Ibb, Aden, and his hometown in Sa’ada.

“I found our home and even my
grandfather’s home still intact. I was
very delighted to relive the memories
from my childhood,” he commented.
When his family migrated they left
everything as is and just left. Muslims
from the area moved into the houses and
lived there for decades since then. When
he introduced himself to the locals, he
was received warmly with a hint of sur-
prise as over sixty years had passed
since he had been there.

He described living in Israel as joy-
ful, particularly as Yemeni Jews never
abandon their habits and traditions
while living in Israel. They dance, sing
and eat all the Yemeni popular foods,
such as Saltah, Luhouh and Malouj
(Yemeni bread).

He remembers a Yemeni Jew who
had been in USA over 80 years of his
life and still speaks old classical
Hebrew and Arabic with Yemeni
dialect. His main dish is Yemeni Saltah
and has the Mada’ah (water pipe) and
traditional Yemeni books in his house.
He used to be nicknamed El-adwar in
Yemen by his friends and when he
reached American soil he named him-
self Edward. “You could never guess he
had been in USA for 80 years, it’s as he
had just come from Yemen a few days
ago,” said Grafi about his friend.

Yemeni Jews in Israel still chew Qat
and grow Qat trees in their house gar-
dens or farms. The Israeli authorities
does not ban Qat plantation. Grafi
bragged that the most admired Israeli
dance is actually Yemeni and is per-
formed while wearing traditional south-
ern Yemeni clothes with distinctive
Yemeni work and embroidery. Even the

A

Yemeni dance from the South performed by Yemeni Jews in Israel. The group of 200 artistes tours the world presenting

songs sung in Yemeni Jewish communi-
ties in Israel still maintain their Yemeni
touch in lyrics and tune, although they
had been modernized to an extent to suit
the times.

“Yemenis preserved the handicrafts
and traditional vocations they inherited
from their ancestors. Many Yemenis in
USA are still working in traditional
trades such as goldsmith,” said Grafi.

Yemenis in Israel, according to Grafi
have taken up many professions and
have integrated with Jews from other
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south governorates of Yemen.

YeMEeN Times PHoTO

700 Yemeni Jews.

origins, just like they have done in
USA.

Many Yemeni Jews have become
well off businessmen in USA and would
like to contribute to the development of
Yemen. Grafi believes tourism in
Yemen has great potentials and will
make Yemen one of the most attractive
tourist destinations around the world.

He continued, “I was impressed with
glass and marble industries and I urge
Yemenis and non-Yemenis regardless of
politics and religion, to invest in these
sectors, as well as in tourism.”

Grafi thinks that creating a historic
museum for old documents and scrip-
tures would be a great idea. He encour-
aged the state to invest in a heritage
house where Yemeni legacy pre and
post Islam is documented. He comment-
ed that many Muslims in Yemen have
inherited old texts that are very valuable
and must be collected and preserved in
such a museum.

e

Jews Temple in Raidah, North West of Sana’a, a religious center for around

Supporting the community

Morris Harari, is another Yemeni Jew
who had migrated from Sana’a in the
late fifties. He currently lives in Bir
Sebe’, south of Israel. However, Harari
is a more frequent visitor to Yemen as
he visits the country at least four times a
year and creates activities in support of
the Jewish community in Yemen.

He had been to Yemen recently dur-
ing the opening of the Jewish school for
Sa’ada Jews. Harari provided the stu-
dents with books, clothes and educa-

tional materials. He also provided help
to Jews who needed medical or finan-
cial assistance.

Harari is married and a father of one
daughter. He dedicates his efforts to
helping Yemeni Jews especially regard-
ing education. He periodically facili-
tates the Jewish school in Raidah, North
West Sana’a, and contributes some
money to pay teachers their salaries.

Harari has kept close ties with his
homeland and still remembers the nar-
row lanes of his neighborhood in Qa’a
Al-Yahoud (Jewish Ground), and takes
pride for being a Yemeni. “I don’t feel
like a stranger at all when landing at
Sana’a airport or face any kind of dis-
crimination when touring the country,”
he said hinting at evidence of numerous
Israeli stamps in his passport indicating
his frequent travel to Israel.

He too praised President Saleh, think-
ing of him as the accomplisher of
Yemeni unity, and wished for Saleh a
long life.
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Energize your soul with Ramadan

By: Nisreen Shadad&
Houriya Al-Sa’ady

amadan: the holy month

which provided Muslims

with spiritual energy to

work and worship Allah,

is quickly approaching.
Furthermore, Mustafa Husny, one of the
best-known Islamic preachers from
Egypt has been invited to Yemen for
Ramadan. “It is time to awaken our
hearts and soften ourselves for
Ramadan,” said Husny.

Husny has been invited by the Life
Makers Association, with support from
the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs,
to speak about the internal reward of fast-
ing for Ramadan.

Husny’s words touched so many hearts
in the audience that tears were even seen
on numerous occasions. “Every action of
the son of Adam is multiplied. Allah
Almighty said 'fasting is Mine and I
repay it. He leaves his appetites and food
for My sake. The faster experiences two
joys: a joy when he breaks his fast and a
joy when he meets his Lord."

There are three important points he has
mentioned to assist the devout ones in
making their heart's alive to remember
Allah. The first one is to be grateful to all
the blessings from Allah: everything in
our lives is a blessing from Him. The sec-
ond is to be aware of your faults and sins;
even if they are simple as we disobeyed
the King of the earths and heavens. The
last one is death, “live your life to the
fullest and remember that we are but trav-
elers in this earth and it will come the
time to leave it.”

Husny was born in 1978. He has a
bachelor's degree in accounting and a
diploma from the Preachers’ Ethics
Institute. He also has studied in the
mosque under the hands of numerous
scholars. Furthermore, he has studied
under the expert tutelage, Amr Khalid, an
international Islamic preacher and the
founder of Life Makers Association.

For almost eight years, Husny has been
working in the field of Da’awa. He
became a founder of some Islamic televi-
sion programs, particularly in Iqra chan-
nel. Furthermore, he has produced
numerous Islamic cassettes.

The message he intends to convey in
his programs is that life is utterly beauti-
ful while attaining Islamic principles.
Good Muslims have to see the beauty of
their lives and live with a smile drawn in
their faces. “When a person gets closer to
Allah, he is going to taste the beauty of
life.”

The heart is the king of the whole body
The topics of Husny’s lectures are enti-
tled: ‘how can you make your heart alive
before Ramadan’ and ‘why do we love
Allah’. Husny considers these two topics
the most important ones for the preacher

Mustafa Husny is a preparer of Islamic programs in Iqra channel.
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“The eyes of the man easily can reveal what’s in his heart, therefore love
them to let you enter their hearts,” said Husny.

who will stay in a country for a short
time. “Because I will stay in Yemen for
two days only, I have to speak about the
things that inspire the person and impact
his heart.”

The heart is like the "king of the whole
body", according to Husny. “The prophet
said that if this small piece of flesh--the
heart--is good, the whole body will be
good. Conversely, if it is corrupted, the
whole body will thus be corrupted. This
is thus important since love is obligatory
upon each Muslim.

To worship, we need to love the
Creator. To work sincerely, we need to
love our works. Love is everywhere and
must exist in our relationship with Allah.
Further, love has to exist among friends,
“None of you believe until you love your
brother in the way in which he loves him-
self.” Love as Husny defined is to give
preference to your beloved’s wishes than
to yours.

The beginnings of Husny in the
Da’awa field

"The life of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him) and
his struggle to make the message of
mercy be omnipresent affected me a lot.
The happiness we live in today, under the
arms of Islam, is because of the Prophet’s
struggle. Now it is our turn to continue
what our Prophet has begun. I began to
talk about the beauty of Islam with my
friends, then my neighbors and after that
I intended to make my vision wider so
more people could gain access. Thus I
developed the Iqra channel to prepare
programs."

Youths need youths

Many Islamic preachers that appear
today are actually youths, though before
preaching was almost monopolized by
the elderly.

“Youths need someone whose age is
closer to them to understand their needs,
they need to see youths like them who are
devoted to their religion", Husny said.

"On the shoulders of youths, the world
can be changed. Therefore, we should
take great interest in them for they only
need someone who understands their
problems", according to Husny.

Also, it is important as to whether the
preacher is young or old in order to
understand different levels of association.
To be in touch with people gives the
preachers the opportunity to know what
they are actually looking for and conse-
quently, when presenting their thoughts,
all people are keen to listen and change
their behavior. "Knowledge must be their
swords", Husny said.

The characteristics of the preacher
There exist two main characteristics for
any preacher, but before attaining them
he/she must be humble. The first charac-
teristic is to truly love people. "The eyes
of the man easily can reveal what’s in his
heart, therefore love them to let you enter
their hearts", said Husny. The second is to
be aware of the reality in which people
live. It is thus vital to understand people’s
needs to be realistic and touch the reality
of people.

Surely they will find many obstacles,
and the most serious obstacle is the man’s
soul. Subsequently, the love of appear-
ance and to be praised is the main ordeal
the preacher has faced.

The preacher is an example for many;
he must strive to be an example even
when he\she gives up his/her rights. His/
her characteristics should be inspired
from Quran.

The steps to be a successful preacher
Many youths still feel the difficulty of
being obedient to Allah; however a strong
belief that Allah is the Creator can lead to
happiness and satisfaction. "We must
understand that Allah has never asked us
to do anything unbearable", Husny said.

“Da’awa is not for a particular group,
each person is responsible of changing
evils with whatever means he/she pos-
sesses. The preacher in his home needs
less knowledge than the one who is
preaching on television.”

“The first step the preacher needs is
proper and legitimate Islamic sciences.
Secondly, he must maintain an awareness
of his society's problems. Thirdly, he
must strive to have good companions
throughout life and lastly he needs a par-
ticular aim for which to work,” he con-
cluded.

The most important thing that Husny
draws attention to is the generosity of
Yemenis, however, some negatives still
exist. For example, he observed in his
country and in Yemen that the Mosques
are still quite empty and the relationship
among Muslims is still weak.

Embassy of India, Sana’a

PROPERTY SALE

known as “Joshi Building”.

property;

unsuccessful bidders.

which will be binding on bidders.

The Embassy of India, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen, wishes to dispose of its
property in Crater in Aden, as per details given below:-

A rectangular plot measuring approximately 19,436.81 square feet situated at
Plot No. 10, Lease No. 4348, House No. 303A, Front Bay, Crater, Aden and is

The terms and conditions of the sale are as under:

a) The property would be sold on “as and where is basis”;

b) Prospective purchasers are welcome to see the original title deed of the plot,
at the Embassy of India, Sana’a, to satisfy themselves;

c) The bids should be accompanied by an irrevocable Demand Draft or
certified bankers’ cheque for US $ 5000 (US Dollars Five Thousands only)
favouring Embassy of India and payable in Sana’a;

d) The prospective purchasers are requested to indicate the highest amount in
US Dollars which they are willing to pay for the plot as well as the structure
on the plot without any repair/renovation by the Embassy of India in Sana’a;

e) All bids should be sent in sealed covers;

f)  The purchaser will have to pay all the expenses concerning the transfer of

g) Atfter the sale process has been completed, the Embassy of India would
send back the Demand Drafts/Certified Banker’s Cheques to the

h) The final decision on sale of the property will lie with the Government of India

All those who are interested in bidding are requested to send their bids
as soon as possible but not later than 31st October, 2007.

Your tasks:

Selection requirements:

strict requirement

computer skills

is 17.09.07.

The ICRC is a neutral and independent international organization

The international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Yemen is
looking for suitable candidates to fill the following vacancy:

Water & Habitat Engineer
(Water engineer or civil engineer)

+  Carry out field assessments in the Sada’a region

. Define rural water and habitat construction projects and assist in
preparation of plans and budget

. Manage implementation of the project

«  Civil engineer diploma or equivalent in the field of water supply

+ 2 to 3 years of professional experience in a similar position
(knowledge of project implementation), would count to the
applicant’s advantage, but not a strict requirement

+  Good knowledge of the Sada’a region, preferably having grown up
or lived there, would count to the applicant’s advantage, but not a

. Good command of written and spoken English, as well as

Please submit your application (letter of motivation, CV, copies of
certificates/diplomas) to the ICRC, Administration, Baghdad Street, No
19-Po.Box 2267, fax 467875, Sana’a. Please clearly indicate on the
envelope the function you are applying for. Only short-listed
candidates will be contacted. The last date for receiving the applications

Faces & Traces is a cultural series of concise biographies of local or
international famous and obscure personalities in fields such as literature,
arts, culture and religion in which these individuals contribute
affirmatively. It is a short journey in contemporary history, attempting to
tackle numerous effective characters in human civilization.

Zaid Mutee' Dammayj: Novelist
with an Affection for Yemen

Prepared by: Eyad N.
Al-Samman

aid Mutee’ Dammaj

(1943-2000), one of

the most well-known

Yemeni  novelists,

was born in the
Yemeni district of Al-Nagqilain, Ibb
province. He received his
preliminary education in his
village's school and then entered
Al-Ahmadia School where he
earned his elementary certificate in
1975. He continued his secondary
and university studies in Egypt
where he joined the College of
Law at the University of Cairo.
Due to his literary interests, he
discontinued his study at the
College of Law and joined the
journalism department in the
College of Arts. He eventually had
to discontinue his academic study
because of his father’s critical
health condition and return to

the ambiance of ancient Arabian
knighthood. Subsequent
collections of short stories
included Al-Jisr (The Bridge,
1986), Ahzan Al-Bint Mayyasah
(Grieves of The Girl Mayyasah,
1990), Al-Midfa'a Al-Asfar (The
Yellow Cannon, 2001) and Al-
Inbihar Wa Al-Dahshah (Gasp and
Astonishment, 2000, a narrative

Y"g‘en' . , book). Additionally, he published

Eimtl.naj grew dup ' E; two novels, the first one entitled
revolutionary ——an national Ay Rahina (The Hostage, 1984;
ambiance. His father was a

published in English 1994 by
Interlink Books, New York, USA)
and the second novel entitled Al-
Madrasah  Al-Ahmadiah  (Al-
Ahmadiah School, still in press).

Dammaj's novel, The Hostage, is
considered as one of the most
famous novels in the Yemeni
literary field and one of the 100
most important Arabic novels
throughout the twentieth century.
The novel discusses various social,
political and humane issues during
the Imamate prior to proclamation
of republican rule in Yemen. The
Hostage depicts the experience of
a young boy who, having been
taken hostage, in line with the
Imam's general practice, as a
pledge for his father's political
obedience, is sent to serve as a
young male attendant in the palace
of the city governor. The young
boy becomes an attendant
(duwaydar) for the palace women
and with time he is experiencing a
love affair with one of the Imam's
beautiful female relatives, before
finally winning his freedom. The
growth of the boy's political, social
and personal awareness is
movingly portrayed against a
background of bygone times
whose decadence and injustice are
presented with vivid satiric force.
Critics commented that The
Hostage, with its  diverse
characters and fates embodies the
Yemeni people's eagerness to
demolish the Imams’ prisons and
build a better world.

The novel was translated into
many foreign languages including

revolutionist and an opposer to the
Imamate in Yemen and established
the Liberal Political Party in
Yemen. Dammaj started to
contribute his political and social
essays and first short stories to the
New Yemen magazine and other
local periodicals. His fictional
works express national, political,
and social events full of local
characters and issues related to
Yemeni society. Dammaj’s literary
works garnered major local
attention due to his affection for
Yemen and its original arts.

He started his political career
and was elected as a member of the
first Yemeni parliament in 1970. In
1976, he was appointed as the
governor of Al-Mahweet province
and in 1980 was appointed as the
minister  plenipotentiary  and
chargé d'affaires in Kuwait. In
1982, he was elected as a member
of the permanent committee for the
General People's Congress (GPC)
and was the reporter of the GPC's
political committee. In 1997, he
was appointed as the minister
plenipotentiary in the United
Kingdom, which was his last
governmental appointment.

Dammaj’s  fictional — works
started to appear as published short
stories in  newspapers and
periodicals. His romantic literary
works are diverse and include
short stories, narratives and novels.
His first published collection of
short stories was entitled Tahish
Al-Hawban (Al-Hawban's Beast,
1973) and included stories from

French, German, Indian,
Russian and Serbian.
Translations  into  other

languages such as Spanish
and Japanese are underway.
In 1998, the novel was
selected for the UNESCO
project, "A Book in a
= Newspaper," and was
published in its entirety on
the pages of Al-Thawra
official Yemeni newspaper.

Zaid Dammayj passed away
at the age of 57 on March 20,
2000, after more than a
decade-long battle with
cancer. He had a number of
plans for projects of new
novels and short stories. He
passed away after sharing his
soul through his words,
leaving behind his works as
an everlasting trust in the
hands of his people.
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Ahmed Muraisi
Real Estate Rentals
Tel: 733802855
Hadda and Diplomatic Areas

For rent

villa, Hadda, near zero st. Each floor 4 rooms, 2
baths, kitchen, Hall. 3 cars parking. Suitable for
office use or multi-residence. monthly rent $ 1,500.
Fully furnished villa, Madina Sakaniy, Hadda, 4
rooms, 2 baths, kitchen, dining room. monthly $ 700
Two story villa, nice garden, Bait-Bous area.

8 rooms, 4 baths. Nice family home. Only $ 800 a
month.

Super-Lux two story villa, Al-Asbahi, near Al-
Magqaleh and 50 meter. RD. Completely renovated
new floors, new wood doors electrical fixtures,
lovely large garden. monthly rent $ 1,500

*  2nd story flat, Hadda, 5Rms.,3 baths, monthly $ 350

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
ALL YOUR NEEDS
UNDER ONE ROOF.
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FOR ADVERTISING & MARKETING *

Yemen-Sanara-Hadda st. Tel: 406257 533111 ®

Fax:406258 E-mailinfo@etehadadver.com
aletehadadver@163.com *
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Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline, -
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE
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Aviation Services. www.etehadadver.com ¥

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)

International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)

International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.

Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.

Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.

M&M Logistics &
ourses
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Tel : 01-531221/531231

Fax:  01-531130

Hot line: 733030062 (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a -
Republic Of Yemen.

P.0. Box 15053, Sana’a - Republic Of
Yemen.

E-Mail: md&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website: www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
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Luxury Furnished Apartments

ACCESS $95 JI-$140 i, @ BASIC $140 oI - $220 (30
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Visa/Documentation handling.

* Real Estate Services.

* Ticking Reservations & General
Tourism Services.

¢ Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2 @yemen.net.ye
Website:

www.transglobalyemen.com

B Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domestic
& international forwarding air & sea.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

Job Seekers

Il Abdul-Kader Al-
Saqqaf, bachelor degree
in English language,
Aden university. He
wishes to work at any
suitable position.
Contact: 734159074

Bl Ghailan Al-Kawaty,

Bachelor in  English
language, Sana’a
University.

Contact: 734812869
Bl Fuad Al-Mutawkel,
bachelor degree in

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

o Intermediate English

® ACCESS - BASIC - INTERMEDIATE - ADVANCED
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English language,
diploma in computer +
courses in network from
cisco academy, looking
for a job at any
company.

Contact: 777733607

M Abdulkarim,

diploma computer,
CCNA1,CCNA3 from
cisoo networking
Academy, has an
experiences in computer
and networks
maintenance.

English  writing and
spoken.

Contact: 777 504 558

Il A 25 year old Russian
physiotherapy specialist,
has a certificate from a
Habarovsk University in
physiotherapy wants to
be employed in Yemen.

Contact through email at
lonely_margo@mailgogl
e.info.

Il Technical consultation
and programming
(maintenance computer,
administrator network),
more than 5 experience,
English

Contact: 711 474 143

Il Mohammed Al-Qalisi,
bachelor degree in
accounting, diploma in
computer, specialized in
Yemensoft accountant
system, English very
good, accountant with 6
years of experience.
Contact: 733 236 746

Il Abo Ali, diploma in
English language from
MICE destitute (india),
diploma in computer hard
ware (India), diploma in
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photoshop (India),
certificates in
word,Excel,windows,po
wer point.

He wishes to work at any
suitable position.
Contact: 733 364 302

Real Estate

& Furniture

Il For rent in Al-Asbahi,
2 floor.

Contact: 777 408 711

I Excellent flat(4
rooms,large hall, 2 w.c, 2
bath rooms, kitchen) in
clean and secured
building, behind the
central bank.

Contact: 733 817 494

Bl For rent, two story
villa in Bait Bous, near 50

UFor Sale [IRequired [JAvailable UFor Lease [IFor Hire/Rent
[Job Require [l Situation Vacant [IOthers

Diplomatic Area-Hadda - Sana’a
Mobile: 711941279 &)l

e Air/Sea/Land forwarding. e Access A1 e Access A3 e Basic A1 e Basic A3 )

e Packing/Land Transportation. e Access A2 e Access A4 @ Basic A2 e Basic A4 daily . weekly . monthly . yearly (TN It o s'E
* International door to door services. The best place oy, S
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Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
PO Box: 5465
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AI-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX
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Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye
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mtr rd. few minutes to
Hadda, 8 rooms, 4 baths,
kitchen, nice garden.
corner lot. Asphalted
streets. Asking monthly
rent $ 800.00 expaths
only. owner is willing to
be build security room.pls
call 733 802 855

Il For sale, Volvo FL16
1999 price: 4m Riyal,
Daewoo truck 2000

Price: 4m Riyal, Avico

Details:

Contact Address:

L

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax:

268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact: 268661/2/3

e

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a

truck 2003 price : 6m
Riyal, excellent
condition, fiber glass and
steel boxes.

Contact: 777 447 595

Il For sale, Mercedes
Benz 220E CDI Diesel,

1998, 190000 KM, Gray

color, leather
seat,Sunroof, Good
condition,

Price: 9,500%

Contact: 777 447 595

Ml For sale: Laptop HP
(Vista),
centrino, HD 100 GB,
speed 1.6, Ram 1GB
AND 256MB, Wirless +
DVD Writer, monitor 15.
Contact: 711 167 510
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Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199,
Fire Brigade 191, Water Problems 171, Telephone
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign
Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7,
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio
Station 282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station
332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-Yemen
7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082

Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa 213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

é‘(zﬂf Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
X Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703,503350
Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291

Tel: 01 407030
Tel: 01 276585/2
Tel: 01 563813

International Bank of Yemen
Arab Bank
CAC Bank

CAR RENTAL

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625
Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372 Fax: 01240958
Europ Car Tel: 01 270751 Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS

& SPARE PARTS
FORD/HYUNDAI ~ 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269

OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES
Aden: 02-237199
Tel:444553

Computer Education
Infinit Education
NIIT Quality_
Computer Education 7Tel. 445518/7-442073
British Institute for languages & Computer

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

.g

Hodeidah:234982, Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

FREIGHT
sl FORWARDERS
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905

World Link Tel: 01 444550/441935

Yemen German Hospital (open heart sur-
gery)

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital — Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital ~ Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital Tel: 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital Tel: 01 246967/66

Versailles Hotel Tel: 01 425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel ~ Tel: 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel Tel: 01 546666 Fax: 01 546000
Taj Sheba Hotel Tel: 01 272372

Relax-Inn Hotel Tel: 01 449871

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,
5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/

272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

RESTAURANT

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux
Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
Fax 370193

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9
Taiz 205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Supermarket

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. Tel: 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.

Tel: 01-240515

Falcon Holidays ~ Tel: 444118
Al-Nasim Travel ~ Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen Arwa University Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read
English-language newspaper

undreds of Ethiopian communi-
ty members residing in Sana'a
planted more than 2,700 green
saplings in more than 37 islands
centering Ethiopian Street.

Ethiopia street is more than one kilome-
ter with a 40 meter width and is located in
the northern part of Al-Jeraf area to the
north of Sana‘a.

The Ethiopian ambassador, Dr.Tawfeek
Abdullah Ahmed was one of the partici-
pants. He told Yemen Times that they came
up with the idea of planting trees and to take
care of them. They will also continue water-
ing the plants on a regular basis throughout
the capital secretariat.

"The communities representing other
countries have not taken such an initiative
to add something beautiful to the aesthetic
views of the streets named for a country or
its capital in Yemen. Such action demands
recognition. Our initiative will encourage
other countries, as well as communities, to
follow us”, Dr. Tawfeek stated.

Furthermore, Dr. Tawfeek explained: "we
seek to find a piece of land in the capital city
of Sana'a to build a school, temple and a
graveyard. Currently, we are negotiating
with the Yemeni government to provide us
with a piece of land good enough to realize
such a goal."

"We face a big problem in burying our
deceased who are Christians because their
relatives refuse to bury them with Muslims.
Consequently, their relatives are obliged to
pay a large sum of money to transfer the
deceased by air to Ethiopia. However, some
of them can't afford this hefty sum, so the
deaths remain in the hospital for a long peri-
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LAUNDRIES
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Hadda St. - near Yemen Mall

Tel. : 01 536123

Fax : 01 536124

Email : w-blaundry@yemen.net.ye

Ethiopianranrl.bassad planting sedlings in Ethiopia Road

od of time," he declared.

Furthermore, on the occasion of the sec-
ond millennium, a bazaar was staged spon-
sored by Al-Sa'eed Trading Company, a
member of Hayel Sa'eed Anam group man-
ufacturing companies in Yemen. The
bazaar aimed at displaying works, such as
leather shoes, clothes, crafts, man-made
antiquities, made in Ethiopia.

It was attended by a significant number
of Ethiopian residents.

Moreover the mayor of Adisababa,
Birhanu Deressa, visited the bazaar. He told
Yemen Times, "The main purpose of his
visit to Yemen is to sign an agreement
between Sana'a and Adisababa. Our two
countries have a long history of relations
from the time of Queen Sheba until now—
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3.500 years. There are thousands of
Yemeni people living in Ethiopia particularly
in Adisababa and also Ethiopians come
here to live. Now this natural affinity of the
two peoples has to be consolidated and
strengthened by formal ties. This is the pur-
pose of my visit to Yemen. | am visiting also
to exchange experiences between the two
countries on urban  management.
Furthermore, | came here to extend cultural
values and a way of life, making sure that
our citizens have the best of circumstances.
Yemenis are living in Ethiopia and
Ethiopians are living in Yemen. So, it is a
relationship that will encourage investment
between the two countries. There are many
Yemeni people who would like to invest in
Ethiopia and Ethiopians would like to come
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Zubayen Trading & Industry Company 4&bieallg § ylatiild iy 4S i

Sana’a (441575/571) Fax: 441579, E-mail: zubayenl @y.net.ye.
Aden (205060/1/2) Fax: 205063, E-mail: zubayenA @y.net.ye

Zreco

Our range of Projectors has something for every.

body.
With high fidelity quality.

YEMEN TRADING & CONSTRUCTION CO.(LTD) (339u\xal!) Qiiclla® g 3 yloxil) dudaud| 4S pid |

Sana’a Tel.264005/6, Fax:240624, Email:YTCC@

Telefax: 247387, Hodeidah: Tel. 208829, Fax: 205817,

Aden:

.NET.YE,

ASHIBAMI AGENCIES
For Stationery Supplies
Er 33 ol ¢ lakuo & (ouuns H31 5S 0
219054 - 530000 : (5215
429965 - 429555 1 o>
E-mail: ashibami@y.net.ye
www.ashibami.com
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here and do some business. Thus, it is
important to have a formal agreement that
is governed under the rules of law.”

He also said, "The Yemeni government
was very enthusiastic because | was invited
to come here by the mayor of Sana'a. Thus,
this is a relationship that is going to contin-
ue. Before signing any formal agreement, |
want to stress that Yemen and Ethiopia
already have good relations. We share
many common values. Ethiopia is a country
of Muslims and Christians. | even think that
there are more Muslims in Ethiopia than in
Yemen. This is a tie between people, reli-
gion, and culture.

"This is my first visit here and | would like
to come again because we have such a
vibrant community here. Planting trees is
one of the ways in which we exchange
experience because one thing that Yemen
is in desperate need of is trees. Thus far, we
have planted six hundred millions trees. So,
we can supply Yemen with saplings and
experience on how to plant and take care of
them," he maintained.

| found the Yemeni people so cooperative
and so friendly," he concluded."
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www.cacbank.com.ye
Tel: 01 560031
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Thabet Son Corporation & ylaxill Culd (ot dusuupa

Showroom Telefax : 269924 ( Mujahed St. - Beside Al-Basha Grocery)
Sana'a - Republic of Yemen
E-mail:tsc_printing@hotmail.com

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

&

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ High quality buildings & sports

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
LIVE & EXCLUSIVE ON SHOWTIME

CALL NOW 733113355

SPECIAL OFFER FOR A
LIMITED PERIOD, SUBSCRIBE
TO SHOWTIME AND RECEIVE
A FREE PHONE*
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