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Freedom House Report: Yemen (2007)

Yemen held presidential and local council elections in
September 2006. President Ali Abdullah Saleh was reelected
with 77 percent of the vote, and his party, the General People’s
Congress, overwhelmingly won the municipal elections. The
balloting was marred by some violence and opposition accusa-
tions of fraud. Serious press freedom violations, including the
closure of newspapers and detention of journalists, also accom-

panied the election season.

As the site of the ancient Minaean,
Sabaean, and Himyarite kingdoms,
Yemen has a history stretching back near-
ly 3000 years. For centuries after the
advent of Islam, a series of dynastic
imams controlled most of northern
Yemen and parts of southern Yemen. The
Ottoman Empire ruled many of the cities
from the sixteenth to the early twentieth
century, and the British controlled areas
in the southern part of the country, includ-
ing the port of Aden, beginning in the
nineteenth century.

After the imam was ousted in a 1960s
civil war and the British left the south in
1967, Yemen remained divided into two
countries, the Yemen Arab Republic
(North  Yemen) and the People’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen (South
Yemen). The two states ultimately unified
in 1990 after decades of conflict and ten-
sion. In the face of widespread poverty
and illiteracy, tribal influences that limit
the central government’s authority in cer-
tain parts of the country, a heavily armed
citizenry, and the threat of Islamist terror-
ism, Yemen has managed to take limited
steps to improve the status of political
rights and civil liberties in the years since
unification.

Yemen’s April 2003 parliamentary
election, its third in a decade, took place
despite concerns that popular unrest
resulting from the war in Iraq might lead
to a postponement. International election
observers noted that Yemen had made
substantial improvements in electoral
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management and administration.

Democratic success

In September 2006, Yemen held its sec-
ond presidential election since unifica-
tion. President Ali Abdullah Saleh was
reelected, receiving 77 percent of the
vote. That year marked his 29th as presi-
dent, since he had served as North
Yemen’s leader before unification. He
had become Yemen’s first directly elected
president in 1999, winning more than 96
percent of the vote. The 2006 election
was the first in which a serious opposition
candidate challenged the incumbent.
Saleh’s main opponent, Faisal Ben
Shamlan, was supported by a coalition of
Islamist and opposition parties and
received 22 percent of the vote. Final
results for the concurrent local elections
indicated that the ruling Grand People’s
Congress (GPC) party won more than 80
percent of the vote for the provincial
councils and 70 percent for the district
councils.

The election period was marred by a
number of deaths. In September, 50 peo-
ple were killed and more than 200 injured
when a stampede broke out at a stadium
packed with thousands of Saleh support-
ers. Days before the balloting, eight vot-
ers were killed in election-related vio-
lence.

The European Union’s Election
Observation Mission, which monitored
the elections, characterized them as “free
and fair” even though the opposition
rejected the initial count and threatened to
call for large street demonstrations to
protest alleged voter manipulation and
fraud. The election secured Saleh’s rule
for another seven years, and opened the
door for the possible political candidacy
of his son.

Al-Houhti insurgents
Yemen has faced security challenges
from terrorist and secessionist move-
ments over the past decade. There were
minor clashes in 2006 in the northern
region of Saada as part of an uprising by
some members of Yemen’s large commu-
nity of Zaidi Shiite Muslims. Hundreds
have been killed since fighting broke out
in 2004. The clashes temporarily declined
after the September 2004 death of
Hussein Badr Eddine al-Houthi, a Zaidi
cleric who had led the movement, but a
second round of violence broke out in the
spring of 2005. Separately, in September
2006, five days before the presidential
election, Yemeni security forces foiled
two simultaneous suicide attacks on oil
facilities. The authorities blamed the
attempts on militants linked to the Sunni
Muslim terrorist group al-Qaeda. Oil
exports accounted for 70 percent of the
national budget, and the loss of that rev-
enue would have been catastrophic.
Yemen continues to be plagued by seri-
ous economic problems, including wide-
spread poverty. Economic growth has
been slow, and according to the World
Bank, 42 percent of the population lives
below the poverty line. In March 2005,
Yemen experienced two days of demon-
strations over the introduction of a sales
tax. During that period, dozens of
Yemenis were killed in riots when the
price of fuel increased by nearly 150 per-
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cent. Fuel subsidies had been lifted as
part of an International Monetary Fund
reform program.

Political Rights and Civil Liberties
Yemen is not an electoral democracy. The
country appears to have a relatively open
democratic system, with citizens voting
for president and members of Parliament.
However, Yemen’s politics are dominated
by the ruling GPC party, which has
increased the number of elected
Parliament seats it holds from 145 in
1993 to 237 in the current Parliament.
The government structure suffers from
the absence of any significant limits on
the executive’s authority.

Yemen is headed by a popularly elect-
ed president serving seven-year terms,
with a bicameral Parliament composed of
a 301-seat, popularly elected House of
Representatives and a Majlis al-Shura, or
Consultative Council, whose 111 mem-
bers are appointed by the president. The
House of Representatives, elected for six-
year terms, has legislative authority, and
the Majlis al-Shura serves in an advisory
capacity. Local council members are pop-
ularly elected, with recent elections hav-
ing coincided with the presidential vote.
Yemen is one of the few countries in the
Arab world to organize regular elections
on national and local levels. There is lim-
ited competition among the ruling GPC
party, two main opposition parties (Islah
and the Yemeni Socialist Party), and a
handful of other parties.
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Corruption is an endemic problem at
all levels of government and society.
Despite recent efforts by the government
to fight corruption and institute a civil
service reform program, Yemen lacks
most legal safeguards to protect against
conflicts of interest. Auditing and inves-
tigative bodies charged with fighting cor-
ruption are not sufficiently independent
of the executive authorities. In November
2005, the U.S. government’s Millennium
Challenge  Corporation  suspended
Yemen’s eligibility for assistance under
its Threshold Program, concluding that
after the country was named a potential
aid candidate in fiscal year 2004, corrup-
tion had increased. Yemen was ranked
111 out of 163 countries surveyed in
Transparency International’s 2006
Corruption Perceptions Index.

Independent media

The state maintains a monopoly over the
media that reach the most people—televi-
sion and radio. Access to the internet is
not widespread, and the authorities
reportedly block websites they deem
offensive. The government has pursued a
concerted campaign to restrict press free-
dom in recent years. Journalists continue
to face threats of violence, kidnapping,
death, and arbitrary arrest, and often
encounter unclear judicial processes.
These violations increased amid 2006
election disputes and due to the February
2006 publication of Danish cartoons
depicting the prophet Muhammad. The
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latter controversy led to the temporary
closure of three publications—the Yemen
Observer , Al-Hurriya , and Al-Rai al-
Aam —and the detention of three journal-
ists. Also in February, three journalists
were sentenced to prison and banned
from writing for six months for offending
the president with articles about govern-
ment corruption. In the weeks after the
September 2006 elections, over 50 rights
violations against independent journalists
were recorded.

Article 103 of the Press and
Publications Law outlaws direct personal
criticism of the head of state and publica-
tion of material that “might spread a spir-
it of dissent and division among the peo-
ple” or “leads to the spread of ideas con-
trary to the principles of the Yemeni
Revolution, [is] prejudicial to national
unity or [distorts] the image of the

Although President Ali Abdullah Saleh
called for an end to prison sentences for
press offenses in June 2004, government
authorities continued to use the Press and
Publications Law to restrict press free-
dom. By the end of 2005, the Ministry of
Information had presented a new draft
press law to the Majlis al-Shura that
would end the jailing of journalists for
press offenses.

However, restrictions concerning criti-
cism of the president or offense to the
national interest would remain, and the
requirements for practicing journalism
would be stiffened. The Yemeni
Journalists” Syndicate objected to the
draft law, saying it aimed to further
restrict press freedom in Yemen. The gov-
ernment in May 2006 suspended the ini-
tiative until such objections could be
resolved.
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Civil society movement

Article 2 of the constitution states that
Islam is the official religion, and Article 3
declares Sharia (Islamic law) to be the
source of all legislation. Yemen has few
non-Muslim religious minorities, and their
rights are generally respected in practice.
The government has imposed some
restrictions on religious activity in the con-
text of the rebellion in the northern region
of Saada. Mosques’ hours of operation
have been limited in the area, and imams
suspected of extremism have been
removed. Strong politicization of campus
life, including tensions between support-
ers of the ruling GPC and opposition Islah
parties, places limits on academic free-
dom.

Yemenis have the right to form associ-
ations, according to Article 58 of the con-
stitution. Yemen has several thousand
nongovernmental organizations,
although some observers question their
viability and independence. Yemenis also
enjoy some freedom of assembly, with
periodic restrictions by the government.
The authorities were accused of using
excessive force against protesters and
rioters demonstrating against fuel-price
increases in 2005; more than 40 people
were killed and hundreds were injured in
the violence. However, opposition politi-
cal rallies were permitted across the
country during the 2006 election season.

The government respects the right to
form and join trade unions, but some crit-
ics claim that the government and ruling
party elements have stepped up efforts to
control the affairs of these organizations.

Weak judiciary system

The judiciary is nominally independent,
but in practice it is weak and susceptible
to interference from the executive branch.
Government authorities have a spotty
record of enforcing judicial rulings, partic-
ularly those issued against prominent
tribal or political leaders. Lacking an
effective court system, citizens often
resort to tribal forms of justice or direct
appeals to the executive branch of gov-
ernment. In 2006, Yemen restructured its
judicial system to remove the president
as head of the Supreme Judicial Council
(SJC), which oversees the judiciary. It
would instead be led by the chief justice
of the Supreme Court, and the judiciary
would have an independent budget under
the new arrangement. Also that year,
some three dozen judges were retired,
suspended for possible disciplinary
action, or referred for prosecution. In
September 2006, a female judge was
appointed to the Supreme Court, and

another woman was appointed as the
head of the civil court of appeals for Aden
governorate. Meanwhile, five women
were admitted to the Higher Judicial
Institute. The various changes in 2006
were part of a larger judicial reform pro-
gram begun with support from the World
Bank in 1997.

Arbitrary detention occurs, partly
because law enforcement officials lack
proper training and partly because senior
government officials lack the political will
to root out the problem. Security forces
affiliated with the Political Security Office
(PSO) and the Ministry of the Interior tor-
ture and abuse detainees, and torture
remains a problem in PSO prisons, which
are not closely monitored.

Yemen is relatively homogenous ethni-
cally and racially. The Akhdam, a small
minority group, live in poverty and face
social discrimination.

Women

Women are afforded most legal protec-
tions against discrimination and provided
with guarantees of equality. In practice,
however, they continue to face pervasive
discrimination in several aspects of life. A
woman must obtain permission from her
husband or father to receive a passport
and travel abroad. Unlike men, women
do not have the right to confer citizenship
on a foreign-born spouse, and the
process of obtaining Yemeni citizenship
for a child of a Yemeni mother and a for-
eign-born father is more difficult than that
for a child born of a Yemeni father and a
foreign-born mother. Yemen’s penal code
allows lenient sentences for persons
guilty of “honor crimes"—assaults or
killings committed against women for
alleged immodest or immoral behavior.
Laws requiring that a wife obey her hus-
band were abolished by presidential
decree in 2004.

Women are vastly underrepresented in
elected office. Despite the best efforts of
women’s rights groups to increase the
number of women in Parliament, only one
woman won a seat in the 2003 parlia-
mentary elections. The number of women
registered to vote had increased nearly
sevenfold in a decade, from half a million
in the 1993 parliamentary elections to
more than three million in the 2003 elec-
tions. A study produced by the Women'’s
National Committee in 2004 found that
women represented less than 3 percent
of all government employees. According
to the UN Development Program in 2005,
Yemen has one of the largest gaps in the
world between boys’ and girls’ primary
school attendance rates.

3!

The Cord You

WISH TO ACQUIRE

New Visa Electron From IBY

- No Security Deposit No Margix.
- With No Issuing or Annual Charges.
- An Account at IBY is all you Need.

InvernationaL Bank oF Yemey

Your Goal is Our Goal

cardcentre@ibyemen.com

il galloodi el

A failed Yemen is bad for GCC

By: Walid Al Saqaf

midst the growing recent

problems in Yemen,

some believe that it’s

best for GCC countries

to ignore what’s going on
with their neighbour. As for Yemen’s
ambitions to join the GCC, some think
they are mere hallucinations and unre-
alistic ambitions.

Indeed, I'm not exaggerating when I
say that a majority of Gulf citizens
believe it is not possible for Yemen to
join the GCC, nor is it helpful for the
GCC if Yemen is allowed entry to the
“rich club” of the region.

But in the midst of this cynicism,
there have been steps to admit Yemen
to the council of ministers of educa-
tion, health and social affairs and to the
Gulf Football Cup.

Recently, it was reported that
Yemen’s deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs and Minister of
Planning and International
Cooperation Dr Abdulkarim Al Arhabi
announced the establishment of “a
common committee represented by
Yemen and the General Secretariat of
the GCC to discuss integration issues”.

Beyond that, however, there is not
much going on.

Let’s analyse the arguments of some
sceptics of Yemen’s integration into the
GCC. Apart from the ridiculous argu-
ment by a small minority that Yemen
cannot be a GCC member because it
does not have a coastline on the Gulf,
many of those sceptics give other more
subtle reasons in claiming that it is near
impossible for Yemen to be part of the
GCC.

Among the most common reasons
given is the enormous economic gap
between Yemen and the GCC.

Indeed, Yemen’s living standards
today cannot be compared to those of
the GCC. In fact Yemen is more analo-
gous to some African countries in this
regard.

Ranked 150 out of 177 on the 2006
UNDP Human Development Index,
Yemen has a per capita Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of $1,000
(Dh3,670) compared to GCC’s average
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of $26,000 (2007 est.).

The economic trends also reflect a
widening gap as Yemen’s GDP annual
growth average of 2.6 per cent is far
below GCC'’s average of 5.9 per cent.

Security challenge

Yemen'’s problems are not confined to
the economy however. Literacy and
life expectancy, for instance, are
among the lowest in the world, sup-
porting the argument that its integra-
tion into the GCC is extremely diffi-
cult.

Perhaps one of the most worrisome
problems is the high number of arms
and the tribal nature of a significant
portion of the population, which makes
establishing security a major chal-
lenge.

Coming to the focal point of my
argument and contrary to what some
would believe, all the above mentioned
numbers, which are usually used by
sceptics, should in fact be the main rea-
son why it will be vital for the GCC to
have Yemen join in and not be left to
face its potentially devastating fate all
alone.

Thinking about it rationally, one can
see that allowing a country to collapse
on the GCC’s doorstep is the recipe for
disaster for all. We’re talking about
more than 20 million people having no
where to go but to the Red Sea, the
Indian Ocean or the GCC.

There are in fact reports already
coming out this week that hundreds of
Yemeni tribesmen from the improvised
Al Jowf province have plans to move
in large numbers towards Saudi border
seeking shelter and help after reaching
biting levels of poverty and hopeless-
ness.

The trends that we are seeing right
now point to one conclusion: if Yemen
continues to remain on the same path,
it will become a failed state and possi-
bly disintegrate into smaller states,
which would definitely have a grave
impact on all surrounding GCC coun-
tries.

This is not a hypothetical assess-
ment, but rather a concrete conclusion
based on statistics and real studies and
observations.
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What GCC countries must under-
stand is that Yemen’s problems will
come to haunt them and the plans that
they are engaged in now in terms of
building their countries’ economies
regardless of what is happening on the
other side of the fence are a reflection
of an unsound strategy.

Assuming that GCC countries have
acknowledged the potential disasters
that could hit them hard if Yemen
becomes a failed state, integrating
Yemen into the GCC will come natu-
rally.

It is important to understand that the
aim is not to make Yemen a Gulf coun-
try per se, but rather to improve its liv-
ing standards and avert a potential eco-
nomic and humanitarian disaster.

The widening gap between Yemen
and the GCC should be the first motive
for the GCC to act in helping Yemen
integrate because if the situation
remains as it is, Yemen may well find
itself cornered and become a danger to
the whole region in terms of instability
and extreme poverty.

It could also become a long-term
burden on all. What better way to
encourage Yemen to apply urgently
needed reforms than to give it hope of
becoming the seventh GCC member?

Though it may look like a far-
fetched comparison, the issue of
Turkey’s accession to the European
Union can be a source of inspiration.

The Turkish government had reiter-
ated time and again that the ultimate
goal of all the reforms it has been
implementing is not only to join the
EU but, more importantly, to raise the
overall economic and living standards
to match those of the EU.

Looking at how far Turkey has gone
today, one can see that the EU made a
strategically sensible decision in sig-
nalling the country’s right to be admit-
ted if certain goals are met.

Millions of Yemenis have lived and
worked peacefully in several GCC
countries, where they are seen as hard
working and loyal.

Most of those Yemenis have also
experienced a better life than what they
had in their home country and hence
would certainly approve reforms that
would make Yemen approach the level
of GCC living standards.

When integrated, Yemen could do
more good to the GCC than one could
predict. But if ignored and if things go
terribly wrong there, Yemen may well
do more damage than anyone could
ever imagine.

It’s simply a matter that cannot be
ignored - not any more.

Walid Al Saqaf is an information com-
munications technology and media
consultant. This report was published
in Gulf News.
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Tomorrow’s crises today: The humanitarian
impact of urbanisation - overview

omewhere, some time this
year, a baby will be born on
the 25th floor of a city hos-
pital or the dirt floor of a
dark slum shack; a first-year
college graduate will rent a cramped
apartment in lower Manhattan or a fam-
ily of five will finally concede their plot
of farm land to an encroaching desert -
or sea - and turn towards Jakarta or La
Paz or Lagos in search of a new liveli-
hood and a new home. The arrival of
this family or graduate or baby will tip
the world’s demographic scale and, for
the first time in history, more than half
the human population will live in cities.

At present, 3.3 billion people live in
urban centres across the globe. By 2030
this number is predicted to reach five
billion, with 95 percent of this growth
in developing countries. Over the next
three decades, Asia’s urban population
will double from 1.36 billion to 2.64
billion, Africa’s city dwellers will more
than double from 294 million to 742
million, while Latin America and the
Caribbean will see a slower rise from
about 400 million to 600 million,
according to the UN Population Fund
(UNFPA).

While megacities appear more fre-
quently in headlines and on develop-
ment agendas, overall growth in urban
centres of 10 million or more inhabi-
tants is expected to level out. Instead,
over the next 10 years, cities of less than
500,000 will account for half of all
urban growth.

Two sides of the urban coin

All this growth is not necessarily a bad
thing. As David Satterthwaite of the
International Institute for Environment
and Development (IIED) points out, the
speed at which a city grows - if it is
responding to economic opportunities -
is a benefit, not a problem. “A very
large part of the economic value in any
country is being generated in the urban
areas,” Satterthwaite says. “Even in
[developing] nations, where 60 to 70
percent of the population is in rural
areas, you still have more than half the
economy - and often more than that -
generated in urban areas.”

The problem is not growth, but
unplanned growth. In 2001, 924 million
people, or about 31 percent of the
world’s urban population, were living in
informal settlements or slums, 90 per-
cent of which were located in the devel-
oping world. By 2030, the number of
worldwide slum dwellers is projected to
reach two billion. In the Bangladeshi
capital of Dhaka, 3.4 million of the
city’s 13 million residents live in 5,000
slum and squatter settlements. Sixty
percent of Nairobi’s city dwellers are
packed into more than 130 informal set-
tlements occupying only 5 percent of
the city’s total land area, while the
squatter settlements of Mumbai are
growing 11 times faster than the city
itself, with 300 people arriving from the
countryside each day.

What this translates to is abject
poverty, disease, and appalling condi-
tions. Take Dhaka: every time the river
level rises, it floods the illegal clusters
of tiny stilted huts built on the flood
plain with smelly water full of factory
effluence. In Delhi, the water problem
is one of scarcity as slum dwellers fight
each other to gain access to the one
working standpipe in their area and
often go without for days at a time.
Malnutrition is often highest in slums,
as unemployment means people are too
poor to purchase produce that could be
grown on the land.

Defining a ‘slum’ and the ‘urban
poor’ invariably focuses on what people
lack - access to education, social servic-
es, employment, safe and affordable
water, sanitation and housing, and resi-
dential status. In many cases, they live
in sub-standard housing, in public
spaces, or in squatter settlements near
major urban areas.

It is generally assumed that urban
poverty levels are lower than rural
poverty levels, but the absolute number
of poor and undernourished in urban
areas is increasing. “In general, the
locus of poverty is moving to cities ... a
process now recognised as the ‘urbani-
sation of poverty’,” the UN Human
Settlements Program (UN-Habitat)
noted in 2003.

If the locus of poverty is moving to

cities, development aid has been reluc-
tant to move with it. CARE USA chief
Helene Gayle makes a blunt assessment
of urban development capacity: “The
NGO community is dependent on out-
side donor funding [and] its priorities
often depend on where donors have put
their focus,” with the result that “neither
the NGO community nor the donor
community has co-evolved in the direc-
tion of facing urban poverty as rapidly
as urban poverty has occurred”.

More threatening than the village’

Throughout the 20th century, city
growth was largely fuelled by rural to
urban migration. Today, however, cities
are mostly growing from within - more
people are born than are dying in urban
centres. This process of urbanisation -
what demographers call ‘natural
increase’ - is partly an indicator of med-
ical advances across the developing
world and of better access to healthcare
in urban areas specifically.

But the fact that mortality rates are
generally lower in cities masks a health
crisis in slums. Worse, those most
affected by this urban healthcare divide
are children. A 2006 analysis in the
International Journal for Equity in
Health found that in 15 sub-Saharan
African countries the difference in child
malnutrition within cities was greater
than the urban-rural divide.

As the UN’s 2006/2007 State of the
World’s Cities report notes: in Ethiopia,
child malnutrition in slums and rural
areas is 47 percent and 49 percent
respectively, compared with 27 percent
in non-slum urban areas; in Niger, child
malnutrition in slums and rural areas is
50 and 52 percent, against 35 percent in
non-slum urban areas; and in the slums
of Khartoum, the prevalence of diar-
rhoea among children is 40 percent,
compared with 29 percent in rural areas.
“Living in an overcrowded and unsani-
tary slum,” the report concludes, “is
more life-threatening than living in a
poor rural village.”

Access to water

Access to water and sanitation in urban
areas, like access to healthcare, is gen-
erally better than in rural areas. But
again, comparing aggregate urban and
rural numbers hides the fact that - for
example - in the Mbare neighbourhood
of Harare, Zimbabwe, 1,300 people
share one communal toilet with six
squatting holes.

As urban populations increase, the
number of people without access to
improved water sources is also rising,
doubling from 108 million in 1990 to
215 million by 2010. In dense city envi-
ronments - and in even more dense slum
environments - communicable diseases
can quickly become epidemics, making
the consequence of unsafe water and
poor sanitation much more severe than
in rural areas. And more people are
affected due to city concentrations.

In addition to the outwardly identifi-
able impacts of poor access to water,
sanitation, and health services (pneu-
monia, malaria, diarrhoea, tuberculosis,
HIV/AIDS), a dearth of services also
perpetuates poverty. The urban poor
spend a higher percentage of their
income on treating illness, and are more
vulnerable to lost wages and have less
job security when they are forced to
miss work - all of which erodes their
coping capacity, and can keep potential-
ly mobile families trapped within a
cycle of poverty.

Unnatural disasters

In the last quarter-century alone, 98 per-
cent of the people injured or affected by
natural disasters were living in 112
countries classified as low income or
low-middle income, according to the
World Watch Institute’s 2007 State of
the World Report.

And while tsunamis and earthquakes
continue to grab the headlines, flooding
and landslides affect a much larger
number of the urban poor. While the
2004 Boxing Day tsunami accounted
for about 90 percent of that year’s natu-
ral disaster death toll, the 2.4 million
people affected was a relatively small
number compared with the 110 million
people hit by flooding in Bangladesh,
India and China the same year, accord-
ing to the International Federation of
the Red Cross (IFRC) 2005 World
Disasters report.

With little available land in urban
areas, the poor, by necessity, live on
floodplains, unstable cliff sides and in
the shadow of industrial facilities. In the
developing world an earthquake or a
hurricane is not a disaster, but a catalyst
for disaster - exposing poor infrastruc-
ture, substandard housing, haphazard
city planning, and often nonexistent
response measures - all of which consti-
tute the true disaster for the urban poor.

Urban warfare

Poverty has long been considered a key
driver of violent crime. In recent years,
however, this relationship has been
challenged as too simplistic. A 2004
article on urban violence and insecurity
in the journal Environment and
Urbanization identifies inequality as a
primary driver, noting that “interpreta-
tions based on statistical modelling
have demonstrated that with regard to
national-level data on murder rates,
inequality is more influential than
poverty, with income inequalities being
generally more marked in urban than in
rural areas”.

A World Bank study on violence in
Latin American urban areas showed that
homicide rates ranged from 6.4 per year
per 100,000 in Buenos Aires to 248 in
Medellin, Colombia. Rio de Janeiro,
Sdo Paulo, Mexico City, Lima and
Caracas account for more than half their
countries’ national homicides.

More difficult than measuring crime
within urban areas has been differentiat-
ing between underlying structural caus-
es (like unequal power relations), and
trigger risk factors (such as alcohol and
drug abuse), which can often precipitate
gender-based violence.

The danger in mapping and measur-
ing urban violence is that perceptions of
violence are then reinforced; because
statistically-speaking, urban centres
(and especially slums) are subject to
more crime, violence can become insti-
tutionalised, and more dangerously, a
stereotype of slum dwellers as criminals
is perpetuated.

From shanty to State House

In 1990, the UN Development
Programme (UNDP) released its first
Human Development Report. The fifth
chapter dealt exclusively with the
humanitarian effect of urbanisation in
the developing world. Addressing the
role of local and national governments
in service provision for the urban poor,
the report’s authors recommended that
governments “shift from directly pro-
viding services to enabling others to
provide them - be they formal and infor-
mal producers, community-based and
non-governmental organisations or the
urban residents themselves”.

By 2007, this outsourcing paradigm
had come full circle. As author Rasna
Warah noted in her assessment of the
Kenyan government’s role in urban
development, “The answer to Nairobi’s
slum problem lies in stronger and more
integrated intervention by government
ministries and agencies.”

The promotion of healthcare, educa-
tion, access to water and sanitation,
together with the prevention of violence
and the response to natural disasters,
depends on active and accountable local
and national governments. Indeed,
underneath almost all aspects of urban
development and poverty reduction are
issues of governance.

At the most basic level, good gover-
nance involves recognising slum and
squatter residents’ legal right to exist,
and formalising this right through land
tenure, ownership, city zoning regula-
tions, etc. The realisation that govern-
ment was missing from urban planning
coincided with the realisation that the
urban poor had been, at best, passive
recipients and at worst, completely
absent from the planning and imple-
menting of slum upgrading projects;
and that the urban poor were in the best
position to advocate for their rights vis
a vis local governments, and design and
implement slum-upgrading schemes.

At present, urban development actors
are struggling to define their roles, and
to establish a more cohesive, active
approach to urbanisation. CARE chief
Gayle sees her NGO as a link between
governments and communities: “We are
not saying that we are marching on the
halls of power within countries neces-

sarily, but instead really looking at how
we help at the grassroots level to give
people a sense of their own ability to
engage and make their government
accountable to them.”

Cities of half-light
The UNFPA 2007 World Population
Report states: “Cities concentrate

poverty, but they also represent the best
hope of escaping it ... The challenge is
learning how to exploit [a city’s] con-
centrated population.”

Over the next months IRIN will pro-
duce in-depth articles and interviews
examining how this challenge is being
met. The interviews will include con-
versations with leaders in the urban
development field - from the heads of
international NGOs to academics - and
slum-dwellers themselves. The in-depth
articles will explore issues of urban
healthcare, resource scarcity, violence,
disasters and the role of governance.

Is the rural model of top-down donor
funding workable in urban areas? Is
Millennium Development Goal 11 to
improve the lives of 100 million slum-
dwellers attainable? Does the fact that
more than half the world’s population
will now be living in cities represent a
turning-point around which develop-
ment practitioners and governments can
begin to narrow the already wide gap
between urbanites, or is it just a num-
ber?

For the urban poor the stakes are
high. As the IIED’s Satterthwaite warns,
“What we have now is a perfect exam-
ple of what the future scenario is if we
continue failing to change govern-
ments’ and international organisations’
response to urbanisation. Half of urban
populations have infant and child mor-
tality rates 20 times what they should
be, with at least half of the urban popu-
lations housed in squatter settlements.
We would obviously begin to see strong
resistance movements creating civil
unrest and possibly civil war.

Source: IRIN

PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,
table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.
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Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages
Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities
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Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)
Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.
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Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Email: gordonblackie@qsi.org Web site: http://yem.qsi.org

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools MSA)
Member of Quality Schools International

Handmade canpets
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Iran St., branching From Haddah St. In Front of Al-Jandool Supermarket.
Tel: 425945 Mobil: 733208065 - 77208065

2

= roml

R P L 1

BY

S
| UEs HL | UG U !.

rmeli i e
T2 LnlgallCemall £l
Invesnamvonax Baww oF Yfemey

01- 407 160 . ruise

CuJ| enll

SLEE 1 OUD l2s5 Jagai ngan g

** gilia | JUs nsdigol lglusgl *

9= 1,000 60.8s  huje £lin 150 Uga 10 Lignill jow gaby »

el el g *
mgauy sl cdoyll aliwll
crundl elnil end Jusg cdgn 25,000 o 15| =

| S—Y S —

el e e el LS T el e A R e Tl s el e -l W e Ty
SLIEL N ATy SR Vo h [ DR IS L SRR R et e R T LI Y S IR | BT ) O PR TP O R 1P |

P L N T




4

15 October, 2007

Opinion

TIMES

Words

of Wisdom

The fall-out from technology
advances, notably globalization, is
clearly ahead of us. We need to
. grapple with this and the sooner
we assess the issues and decide on
what we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

i OUR
*% OPINION

Sorry, we are keeping
fast come back after Eid

id Al-Fitr is a special religious cel-
ebration observed throughout the
Muslim world. It is considered a
reward for Muslims for keeping
fast for the whole of Ramadan
month.
In concept, Ramdan means Muslims endure
hunger and thirst for one whole month while
they practice their daily lives and got the work
done. Whereas in Yemeni reality it means a nice
one month long holiday where night becomes
day and day becomes night. Schools close down,
so there isn’t much education during Ramdan.
Also government work is stalling. Ramadan is a
part of a three-month judiciary vacation where
the courts are closed. It is a month when the
business is slow. And it is defiantly a month
when a lot of social visiting and spending takes
place.
Around the Arab world, this month has been

For oil, Iraq set aflame
and Americans die

his is the slogan of

new conservatives in

Washington.

Hundreds of thou-

sands are killed or
injured while the terrible sound of
the war cannot arouse any clear
conscience on the part of those
who are dreaming of controlling
oil blocks in Iraq. They also have
dreams to gain billions of dollars
stained with blood from the oil
blocks existing around the war-
ravaged country.

For the gang of new conserva-
tives, it is very clear that the life of
human beings — be they Arabs,
Americans, Muslims or Christians
— has no meaning or means noth-
ing. This is the behavior of war
tradesmen every time and every-
where. If life of human beings had
had a meaning on the part of these
conservatives, wars would have
stopped in the early weeks of their
breakout or would have never
erupted.

It is very evident that oil, specif-
ically the Iraqi oil, is not prevent-
ed from being exported to the
United States of America, nor is it
being monopolized by a certain
rival. Instead, oil has been mer-

chandized in mar-
kets with reason-
able prices, but the
new conservatives
don’t like to buy
oil. They have a
strong desire to
dominate oil, con-
trol oil blocks and
monopolize oil
markets.

This is the real
motive behind the
U.S. occupation of other countries,
particularly the oil-rich ones. The
Americans unveiled the hidden
facts by declaring that they will
remain occupying the Arab coun-
try as long as there is much oil.
Peoples and rulers in the region
should have realized and under-
stood risks of the American occu-
pation at the short and long terms.
They are recommended to secretly
prepare themselves in order to
confront the dangerous occupation
and any long stay of foreign troops
in any Arab country, which is an
indispensable organ of the Arab
body.

Following the US-led invasion
of Iraq, the country has become
merely an extra burden on the

By: Dr. Abdulaziz
Al-Magaleh

unorganized Arab
nations and the Arab
League, which did
nothing before or after
the US-led invasion of
the Arab country. In the
coming days, this
league will do nothing
for the sake of the
occupied Arab land or
any other Arab states,
which it claims to pro-
tect.

Blood for oil is a dangerous and
inhuman equation. It is an immoral
crime against both the Iraqi and
American peoples. Irrespective of
the high interests tradesmen of
such terrible wars are earning, the
historic curse, which the barbaric
tradesmen caused on the United
States, will remain bothering them
forever. Insistence on annihilating
peoples for the sake of controlling
and dominating oil blocks is one
of the unprecedented crimes in
history. Those who felt ashamed of
what happened in Vietnam cannot
now find the appropriate formula
to express their deep shame and
concern over what is being com-
mitted in Iraq.

The one

who  constantly

observes what the American press
writes about this terrible crime is
bound to find that there is a furious
reaction and strong rejection of the
daily massacres and incursions the
new conservatives commit in Iraq.
In addition, these conservatives
work on paving the way for frag-
mentations, divisions and bloody
conflicts among factions and sects
of the war-torn country, which had
been a prominent example of
coexistence between different
forces and ethics.

The U.S. Occupation has found
an available material of historic
and long-dated disputes, which
have become forgotten in the state
of contemporary Iraq. Recently, no
attention was paid to these dis-
putes for any reasons since nobody
had been willing to react to them.
The foreign occupation succeeded

only to fuel these disputes based
on the faith that they constituted
the most successful means for
weakening unity of the Iraqi peo-
ple and depriving them of any
access to wealth. Consequently, it
has become very easy for the
invaders to dominate the oil
blocks, control people and crack
down on any national resistance.
But the real-life situation contra-
dicts the aspirations and dreams of
adventurers, who forced the
American army into a swamp of
blood, thereby adding much more
misery to the situation of troops.

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Magaleh is
Yemen’s prominent poet and intel-
lectual. He is the director of the
Yemeni Center for Studies
Source: Al-Thawra State-run
Daily

SILVYIER [LINING

Jabal el-Tair volcano
and plight of soldiers

interviewed the survivor from the
volcano of Jabal el-Tair island
Ahmed al-Jalal the same day he
was survived by the Canadian
navy October 2nd. The 22-year

used commercially by TV and Radio channels.
Programs are designed especially for this month,
so that the lazy people who have turned into bat-
men and women would enjoy watching pro-

There iIs a weapon

-~

grams until the early hours of morning. It also
means a lot of cooking to compensate the fasting
during the day. A fact that contradicts with the
reason why fasting was initiated in the first
place, i.e. to learn endurance and empathize with
the poor.

As a newspaper, we have had many disap-
pointments while trying to reach people in order
to get our work done. People are either sleeping
most of the day, or no body picks up the phone
in the offices. A usual reply we get, if someone
finally answers, is to call back after Eid, appar-
ently they are keeping fast, so they can’t work,
or think for that matter.

And after one month of hibernation, there is
an even bigger celebration. It is Eid Al-Fitr
where people whether they have the money or
don’t, buy new clothes and make a large feast.
People beg, borrow or steal in order to get the
money for Eid expenses. With the deteriorating
level of income this has become a difficult task
today more than ever.

And once this whole period of about one and
half months is over, most Yemenis are drowning
in debts. And the country’s economy overall has
lost at least one and half months of valuable time
which could have been used in production. But
then again, who’s to say? Happy Eid every one.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

behind every calamity

By: Badr Bin Aqil

oday after the end of

bloody clashes and

political ~ conflicts

and under rule of the

leader, who achieved
reunification, political stability
and rapid development,
established the democratic system,
enhanced respect for human rights
and built the state of law and order,
it is time to eliminate the
phenomenon of the arms bearing
and trade. Such a destructive
phenomenon should be
exterminated in most of the
Yemeni governorates by passing
firm laws and bylaws and working
hard on reinforcing any concerned
regulations.

On their part, civil community
organizations, religious scholars,
educated people and media have to
play an important role in
increasing awareness about the
risks of arms bearing and trade.

Z20-Z2-70 OmMIO-AmMA®

According to numerous
researches and  studies of
relevance to the phenomenon, it
has been made clear that wherever
there is a piece of fire arms, the
incidents of murder, kidnapping,
assaults on human beings, human
rights abuses and intimidation of
children are on the rise. We
shouldn’t forget that wherever
people carry fire arms and exercise
arm trade without any monitor or
observer, the elements of terrorism
and vandalism exploit the chance

to easily launch inhuman
offensives  against  innocent
people.

Yemen, which is now enjoying
the National Unity and its
blessing, the modern road
networks connecting between
cities and rural areas and
cooperation between natives for
enhancing social justice and
partnership, no longer needs its
citizens to bear arms, it does not
need to hear the noise of bullets
and quarrels between natives. In
Yemen, which occupies a
prestigious stage among the world
countries, enjoys a distinctive
geographic location and has
become a destination for attracting
foreign tourists and visitors,
thanks to its unique history and
civilization, we don’t expect to
realize any gap or space for arm
trade. Arm trade and the spread of
weapons in any country are
responsible for the poor tourism
and slow development in that

country.

Our beloved country, which has
entered a new stage of
construction, investment and

development in various areas, no
longer needs people who carry
arms. It needs loyal citizens to
bear the hammer of construction

and the flag of knowledge and
science. Our cities that contain
different military, security and
civil institutions and installations
and private sector companies
disgust those who bear arms. Arm
bearers are considered irregular
individuals and are not eligible to
be good citizens in these cities.

The vision of schools, institutes
and universities, which are
crowded with new promising
generations, have the weapon of
science ane knowledge. Such vital
educational institutions should
encourage us to quit the habit of
arm bearing and trade. The
phenomenon means a trade of
death and murder at the expense of
our generations and their future. It
is a trade of assassinating our
sought dreams and hopes. So, why
do we behave this way?

No wonder, the phenomenon of
arm bearing played a great role in
establishing the immortal
Revolution of Yemen, helped the
nation score great victories and
founded the pillars for building the
National Unity. But, as the country
enjoys the bless of security,
stability and prosperity, it is time
for us to think about using other
types of arms, which are more
useful and feasible. These are the
arms of hard work, science,
construction and development. It
is time for the laws concerned with
restricting arms bearing and trade
to be placed in effect and passed
on everyone without any
exception. It is time for us to see
Yemen free of any weapons except
the ones owned by the state and

the military and  security
authorities.

Source: Al-Thawra State-run
Daily

old man told me a horrible story on how
managed to fight for 22 hours in the sea
for life. This is terrific. However, what is
more horrible is the situation soldiers had
to face in the unpopulated island that is
140km away from the coast of Hodieda.
Can you imagine? No one of the soldiers
sent to serve over there have been trained how to swim. Al-Jalal
told me that he used to exercise swimming in swimming pools in
his village and this is why he managed to stay this long time
struggling against an imminent death. The soldiers do not have a
safety boat to escape any emergency incident that might take
place. He told me that they were a batch of 800. After receiving
their routine military exercise, they were sent to Hodiedah. Those
who had support of influential people were dispatched to serve
inside the city while those very poor people were exiled to the
island. It was a sort of punishment for their poverty and lack of
backup. He has spent there over a year for a monthly salary of

19,000 Yemeni riyals only.

They had no housing. They had to build their own cottages to
protect themselves. "What is your business at the island? Do you
monitor the shipping route?" I asked him. He said no tasks were
assigned to them. They were ordered to "just distribute watch
shifts among yourselves lest the Eritrean people come to slaughter
you." More worse, they are not provided with heavy arms to
defend themselves against any potential attack. We remember
when the Eritrean military attacked the Hunaish islands and
occupied them in 1995 without any resistance from the part of our
military staff positioned there. Our plight is that our military
brigades and their heavy weapon depots are stationed inside the

cities, mainly the capital.

Why such ordinary soldiers are exiled in this way and are left to
manage their life alone inside a far off island while high-ranking
military officers are pocketing their due supply? These military
officers exploit the need of such soldiers for a single riyal. Al-Jalal
said after the horror he had seen that he would go back to the
island or any other island to serve as there is any alternative. I
understand it is the duty of our military people to serve whenever
there is a need. However, their people in charge should take into
account the situation these soldiers have to face. Moreover, the
soldiers at the island used to report the earthquakes hitting the
island on a regular basis, mainly the last two months. There was
no response to their messages. I do not find an explanation for
such indifference to the lives of people. WHY? These soldiers are
Yemeni citizens and the government that sends them to such
remote areas is responsible for protecting their lives. I guess if the
NATO ships were not at the spot to save them, all the staff

members could have died.
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By: Mohammed
Al-Qadhi

Mohammed Al-Qadhi (mhalqadhi@hotmail.com)

journalist and columnist.

is a Yemeni
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AND THE 44TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE OcCTOBER REVOLUTION,

THE EMPLOYEES OF YEMEN LNG COMPANY SEND
THEIR WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO
H.E. ALI ABDULLAH SALEH
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
WISHING THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF YEMEN

MORE SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY




© 15 October, 2007

Advertisement

L
/ "L’ - | f,.:—F:* £ . i % A g
K ' - - — .
i / R e e = BT J v
ey h Fia ____...f"'l - -

.-'..\_"H.\_.\_'n."'-

B e
—r -
1 | oy / 3
il i) [ il -
e -.‘I-r o s -.-l"l

| f i } S
L 1 | - a - I —— = = i m warn |
NP F o) ol il T ot ) [ —— g B || . ,,.JJJ - T Al
o il - - S ol alf i oy
-.-"'r 4
- I |I o J
- P . o LT - - |
b et Tl o ) T % gl Y
Fa i
N
o S
; I| i 4 o B it o i -
: - -l 8 .\__.....--"I I_.;l" ..-'r'l = _.r""'.. L ¥ |
T g S 7

e el
e . .-r | | -
"_,.I L:im [ S| ey ! T
_'.III ) L | e R r _rl-._-l"_'.lll
- -,




15 October, 2007

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
ALL YOUR NEEDS
UNDER ONE ROOF.

Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
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Ahmed Muraisi
Real Estate Rentals
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M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services.

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)

International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)

International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.

Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.

Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.

Tel : 01-531221/531231

Fax:  01-531130

Hot line: 733030062 (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a -
Republic Of Yemen.

P.0. Box 15053, Sana’a - Republic Of
Yemen.

E-Mail: md&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website: www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer

¢ Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

¢ Packing/Land Transportation.

« International door to door services.

» Warehousing /Logistical planning.

¢ Customs clearance/Local
Visa/Documentation handling.

* Real Estate Services.

* Ticking Reservations & General
Tourism Services.

¢ Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2 @yemen.net.ye
Website:

www.transglobalyemen.com

B Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domestic
& international forwarding air & sea.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

Job Seekers

Bl Bachelor in English,

computer diploma, has
taught in Taiz University
and

private institutes,

determined and  stress-
tolerant fluent in English
and Arabic, excellent public
relations.

Contact: 777501230

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)
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Il Adnan
bachelor

Al-Tawily,
English
Sana’a

in
language,

University, diploma of
secretary in computer,
experience in secretary
and solid knowledge in

computer.
Contact: 777990026

Il Saddam Alameri,
bachelor degree in English,
good at external
correspondence want  to

give private lesson or work
in a computer, excellent in

computer.

Contact: 771607140

Bl Zakarya, bachelor
degree in electronic

commerce (E-commerce),
the English is the main
language to teach, good
skills in new technology
design website.

Contact: 777 088 793
HlBSC (IT) from smu-
India, PGDCA MBA,
NETWORKING >
MMCSE-CCNA,ORACLE,

PC hardware-linux

administrator, English
language  spoken  and
written fluency.

Contact: 734293275 or 733
160 496

Il Khalid Nahshall, fluent
in English. experience in
reception and operations for

7 years. Huge knowledge in
computers,  networking,
internet and maintenance,
documentation,
administration and office
secretary.

Contact: 711239117

Il Shawki
school

Amen, high
Sana’a
of
commerce), level 3, good in
English language, diploma
of  secretary(computer),
experience(inventory
keeper-
purchasing for six years), he
is looking for any job.
Contact: 733409652

Il Mused Ali Abdullah,

graduate,

university(  faculty

control-store

[For Sale [[Required [JAvailable [For Lease [JFor Hire/Rent
[(Job Require [ Situation Vacant [JOthers
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Relax-Inn =S I ||
Luxury Furnished Apartments

For rent

Ground floor flat, Hadda Madina, 4 rooms,
Ln_m 2bths,private entrance and car parking.
Monthly rent $ 300.

* Independent flat. Hadda madina, 4 rooms, 2 baths.
private entrance and 2 car parking, paved yard.
monthly rent $ 400.

* 2nd story+the roof. flat.Hadda,Madina. 5 large

rooms+ one on the roof w/bth. 3 bath rooms. nice

kitchen, 2 cars parking. only $ 500.

One story + bsmnt., villa. Hadda. Family home. 5

rooms, 3 bathroom. good size yard. security room.

monthly only $ 1,000

Office buildings. new large yards.

daily . weekly . monthly , yearly
The best place fo, You gpa

G GAb L Fel . 2

2 &-ﬁg\j\ OlSal

Diplomatic Area-Hadda - Sana’a
Mobile: 711941279 {jluss

\"_\.\al.:_\.u." 9—44 - Bas -glaio
Tel: 449871 &

LB deag palae
AI-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX
(o bl | Db badn (auii Ly

Haddah st. infront of Al- Komaim Center St mses!! Sy plei - 04> ¢ld - slaia Y CEBCIMENE

Tel: 266375 - 505290 0+018 - VIITYO gl PR BT A .

Fax: 267619 TSl M 15 S R 4

PO Box: 5465 - shaibani@vemen a{conterence

: . Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye

R Ereeltranspo ‘tationito}a
(C ompanie corporatio

bachelor degree in G DE p 4 \
information  technology /
Engineering (IT Engineer), 4 N\ i
Aden university. CCNA \"y \{" I o\ ‘:a 4
certificate & experience in \{‘ TIMES ‘y o 09990 i
host company 3 years. w - q | i -
Contact: 777883985  or . . B :
01/482093 e
Bl Abdul-Kader  Al- -

Saqqaf, bachelor degree in
English
university. He wishes to

large 5 rooms,

language, Aden

also a second story flat,

rooms, + 3rd story roof

Cressids,model 1994-Color:
Gulf
specifications-Excellent

3 bath golden -

work at any suitable supplement one condition-Good price.
position. room+bathroom, private Contact: 7777 66248 -
Contact: 734159074 entrance with 2 cars 777619 766
Bl Ghailan  Al-Kawaty, S = parking. only $ 400. a
Bachelor in  English q?)\ '-’,: -)\ﬁ?‘ / & month. Computers
language, Sana’a \ _s\a ')' 268661 9 Lo Contact: 733802855
University. f / o

: - P - Ml For sale: Laptop HP
Contact: 734812869 g A veh|CIeS
Bl Fuad  Al-Mutawkel, q,,\ (Vista), processor centrino,

bachelor degree in English

language, diploma in flat, Hadda, 2 bed rooms, 2 HEMCar for sale: Hundai
computer + courses in Real Estate baths living room, kitchen accent, model 2004, very
network  from  cisco and dining area, private good condition.

& Furniture

academy, looking for a job gate and 2 cars parking,

paved yard for out doors

at any company.
Contact: 777733607

Bl For rent independent relaxation $ 400. a month Bl For sale:

The final price: 5750 $.
Contact: 711 593459

H.D 100 GB, speed 1.6,
Ram 1GB AND 256MB,
Wireless + DVD Writer,
monitor 15.

Contact: 711 167 510

Toyta,

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS
FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES

Aden: 02-237199
Tel:444553

ﬂ%;/‘”

Computer Education
Infinit Education
NIIT Quality_
Computer Education Tel. 445518/7-442073
British Institute for languages & Computer

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199,
Fire Brigade 191, Water Problems 171, Telephone
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign
Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7,
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,

Details:

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio
Station 282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station

:

Hodeidah:234982, Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

7522202, Y.net 7522227

FREIGHT
sl FORWARDERS

Continental Airlin 278668/283082

Egypt Air 273452/275061

Gulf Air 440922 M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Lufthansa 213400/219252  Tel: 01 531221/531231

Contact Address:

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link Tel: 01 444550/441935

Yemen German Hospital (open heart sur-

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

gery)

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital ~ Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889

% Yemen Gulf Bank  7¢/.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.0.Box: 2579 Sana'a

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax:

268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact: 268661/2/3

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703,503350
Yemeni Banks:

Al-Jumhury Hospital ~ Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital Tel: 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital Tel: 01 246967/66

T

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| 332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-Yemen
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Yomen Conn T 01 | ____HOTELS
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224 HOTELS
I Fax: 277291 Versailles Hotel Tel: 01 425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel ~ Tel: 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel Tel: 01 546666 Fax: 01 546000
Taj Sheba Hotel Tel: 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel Tel: 01 449871

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668

Tel: 01 407030
Tel: 01 276585/2
Tel: 01 563813

International Bank of Yemen
Arab Bank
CAC Bank

CAR RENTAL

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625
Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372 Fax: 01240958
Europ Car Tel: 01 270751 Fax: 01 270804

Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,

5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/
272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345

Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

RESTAURANT

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux
Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
Fax 370193

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

International Turkish Schools Sana'a ~ 448258/9
Taiz 205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Supermarket

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. Tel: 01-422610

Urwa Wa'itqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-Englic»
Frencu -Geiman-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Po'isit-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea- Amharic.

Tel: 01-240515

Falcon Holidays ~ Tel: 444118
Al-Nasim Travel ~ Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen Arwa University Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885




By: Saddam Al-Ashmouri
For Yemen Times

ssam M.Al-Haimi, 13,

has started making local

grenades as he was

inspired by a friend of

his in the school. He
comes home carrying a can containing
chemical substances , gasoline, and
tin rolls to make manual grenades.
"Grenades can make a big explosive,"
he said.

Essam explains how to make his
grenades saying: " I buy a petroleum
substance (that is used with paintings),
another chemical substance that is
special for cleaning and, and tins. I
then collect empty bottles. I mix those
substances, and put them in a bottle
with a piece of tin. This process results
in a great explosive. The explosive is
as big as the mixed materials are.

"All children do know this way.
They do it especially in the small
neighborhoods where security bodies
are not widely available, "he added.

Al-Haimi said that the lack of fire
cracks in the shops makes him impa-
tiently wait for the school vacation to
search for another alternative.

During Ramadan and Eid, Yemeni
children very often play with fire
cracks in. Recently ,the government
has prohibited the use of fire cracks
and selling them in the market.
However, children began to use tricks
and inventions so as to not deprive
themselves from having fun, especial-
ly during Eid.

Fire works still available
Nabeel Sultan, a shopkeeper, said,
"When the government prevented
traders from importing fire cracks,
children sought for another alternative.
At earlier times fire cracks were wide-
ly available at the beginning of
Ramadan months.

" We used to spend much time in
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper.

"Grenades can make a big
explosive" - a child

Boys like to use hand-made grenades as for their fun.

streets at night playing with these fire
cracks. That became a habit. We also
used to play with them during Eid
days. But now at the end of Ramadan,
fire cracks become available and we
will buy them in order to have fun."

Girls also love to play with fire
cracks. Samah Me'yad, 12, said, "My
friends and I buy fire cracks playing
with them in our neighborhood. At the
beginning of Ramadan we did not find
them in the shops. Boys are playing
with hand-made grenades

"This is because they can go out and
buy some materials to make them. We
can not do the same. However, fire
cracks are available. We might have
known how boys could get money to
buy them."

Mu'tasim Al-Harazi, one of the chil-
dren of Sana'a city said, "We purchase
fire cracks from our own pocket

money given to us by our parents on
daily basis. In case we can not find fire
cracks in the shops, we collect enough
money to buy two bottles that contain
chemical substances used for cleaning.
Each bottle costs YR 400; one con-
tainer of gasoline for YR350 ; and one
tin roll for YT 250. We also collect
empty water and juice bottles avail-
able from streets. The quantity is
enough to play for two or three days
long."

"We are very happy to see fire
cracks back to us. They make us have
fun as they produce sounds, lights and
movements on the ground. Some of
them fly in the sky. Our invented fire
cracks make only explosives without
flashing. Glasses are to be scattered
into the streets as they are made of
glass bottles. They leave the streets
dirty as well as annoy people," Al-
Harazi added.

Ahmed Al-Najar, a prominent fig-
ure at Hadda city, said what children
do in these fire cracks is really annoy-
ing people due to their massive explo-
sives at night. "We attempted to pre-
vent the use of fire works and hand-
made grenades but we couldn't as they
are available in abundance," he added.

He went on to say that shop keepers
started to provide children with fire
cracks as the later is less dangerous
than the grenades made by children.
Some new fire cracks cause panic
among people due to their big explo-
sives, he added.

" If these fire cracks explode in the
hand of the children, they can claim
their lives. We hope that everybody
will cooperate with us to get rid of
such fire cracks whether locally made

Zubayen Trading & Industry Company Mb—nﬂg 3 ylmeild 0—“ )y A4S gl

Sana’a (441575/571) Fax: 441579, E-mail: zubayenl @y.net.ye. Irc o
Aden (205060/1/2) Fax: 205063, E-mail: zubayenA @y.net.ye
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or coming from outside the country. "

Ali Al-Tawili, a shopkeeper, sells
these fire cracks secretly. He brings a
small amount of fire cracks to his shop
fearing that the security men will send
him to prison. When asked how he
gets these fire cracks , he said, "let
people get sustenance".

Mu'ath Al-Absi, 14, said, "When we
buy these games, the shopkeeper sells
them provided that we keep it secret. If
we tell others, they will file a com-
plaint against him because they disturb
people. This is the only secret children
can keep."
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everything

a thing

Panasonic

ideas for life

&

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.
@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
@ High quality buildings & sports

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y .net.ye

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye
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