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Bush Praises Yemen'’s role
IN combating terrorism

By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANAA, Oct 24 — US President
GeorgeW. Bush praised¥emen for its
success in the field of combating tefror

ism.

This came in a message to Preside
Ali Abdullah Saleh conveyed by the
assistant to President Bush for Interna
Security and CombatingTerrorism

Affairs, Francis Bwnsend.

In his message, President Bush-con
firmed his country’s support fofemen
in development, education, military
security, and fighting against terrorism.

Townsend’s visit toYemen, which
began onMonday, comes following
similar visit toSaudi Arabiawhere she
conveyed a message to King Abdulla
Bin Abdul-Aziz from the President Members of Yemen's counter-terrorism force stand at attention in their
The American official left

Bush.
Yemenon Tuesday.

In related news, General Staff of the During the meeting, Saleh saidsailors, has surrendered himself to Since thattime, the U.Sleclared that
Central Security Forces MohammedyYemen is ready to provide assistancé’emen’s authorities.
Saleh held a meeting in Sana’a orand expertise in this area in the light of According to AFP Badawi, who fea on military and counter terrorism issus
Tuesday with a number of security fep agreements and protocols signed in thigired on a US list of most-wanted-ter and simultaneously to assié¢émen in

barracks in Sanaa.

resentatives from the United States ofield.

America, United Kingdom and a num  The meeting came after a week fugion his headhad been allowed to return and its efforts of economiceform
ber of African countries over issuestive Al-Qaeda suspect Jamal al-Badawito his home in the southern port city of Analysts sayYemen’s success in
related to cooperation among thes&vho was convicted of bombing the USSAden in return for a pledge not tofighting against terrorism depend get
countries in combating terrorism.

. ...Budget llaycdall, - atlall
Want service CAN! AN e has not commented on this news yet. care.
a /7d Value7 The World on Time Badawi was sentenced to death in Experts are worried thatemen will
. September 2004 for the 2000 bombingemain subjected to state failure due |t
x of the US Navy destroyer Cole off Aden,economic weakness unless it undertal
which was claimed by Al-Qaeda, but arsignificant changes.
B“dget Express ' appeals court later commuted the-sen U.S.-Yemeni cooperation includels
® Cilowe s Seal! sabiedi Cilontd tence to 15 years in jail.
i conscdloniace Badawi was among3-suspected Al- military forces, enhancing the role of the
SANA'A Tel.: 440170/67 shic : : VNO  esCe ) Sé
Car Rental prison in the¥emeni capital in February of equipment and training fofemen’s

Cole inYemen that killed 17 America
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others have either given themselves
or were arrested or killed by security
forces.

Yemen-US cooperation
The beginning ofhe terrorism combat
ing cooperation between U.S and
Yemen came when Cole was attacked i
October 2000. The United States admin
istration started the security cooperati
with the Yemeni government to appre
hend those who were involved in the
Cole attack and to establish their links
with Al-Qaeda.
However, that cooperation did not
extend to include support for security
apparatuses and development of thei
capabilities. The situation continued in
this manner untilllth of September
2001, wherYemen became “ U.S part
ner to fight terrorism”.

it would start to cooperate witfemen

rorists with a five-million-dollar bounty improving its governance capabilities

engage in any violent or Al-Qaeda-relat ting foreign support to develothe rule
ed activity
The American Embassy in Sana’aservice reform, education, and hea

counter terrorism training foYemeri

Two escapees remain at large. The

ISa’ada. The cell include]

Plare women.

jinside the prison early this

psgeting government institutions.

of law, economic development, ¢Vl o ihi followers. The defendants,

Penal Court tries
Second Sana’a Cell

By: Mohammed Al-Qiri
For Yemen Times

Penal Court held thre

sessions this week to tr
the so-called Secon
Sana’a Cell on charges (
supporting rebellion in
the northern province o

15 suspects, of whom tw|

The group also include
€the well-known edito
Abdull-Kareem Al-
Khaiwani. Another sus The panel of the court during hearing.
pect, Hashem Hajar, died
Furthermore, Al-Khaiwani said that
month. appearing in person before the court is

Judg Mohammed Alwan, Head of something extraordinary and illegal
the Primary Court, chaired the sesdue to fabricating charges leveled
sions. The suspects are accused efgainst him. It is a very critical issue
attempting to bomb public interests infor the court attempts to make use of
the capital city of Sana’a as well as tarthe issue, he noted, adding that the
court does not accept opinions and

During Wednesday session, investifreedom of expression.
gations the third accused Mahfoodh “what is going on nowadays con-
and the fourth one Ali Muhsein Al- cerning this issue reveals a democracy
Hamzi were accused oftransferring that is not real. There are a lot of
explosives, mobile phones andimbalances and infringements inside
amounts of money belonging to Al-the courts,” Al-Khaiwaini said.

At the end of the session, the judge

Mhowever, denied such charges, claimdecided to refer the fourth defendant to

ing that they received and handed ovea specialized physician as the former
some medicines and detergents as @mplained that he was exposed to tor-

e umanitarian assistance for citizens inure during investigations. The judge

a'ada province. assigned therosecution to answer this

Abdull-Rab Al-Murtadha, a lawyer suitcase, postponing the session until
for one of defendants,said in a state- next Sunday to continue hearing the
ment that he was exposed to intimidainvestigations of the prosecution with

Qaeda militants who escaped from coast guard authorities and the provisiprfion by the head of the Penalthe 14 suspects.

2006. Terrorist Interdiction Program

NGO calls on president not to

approve agreement with Spain

By: YemenTimes Staf exchange convicts.

SANAA, Oct. 23 — The National Yahya Al-Khazzan, head of confer-

Organization for Defending Rights andences and international cooperation at

Freedoms, a Sana’a-based non-goverryemen's Justice Ministry, saidYemen
mental organization known as HOOB, will hand over Nankali after finalizing

appealing to President Ali Abdullah Salehprocedures of the agreement signed
and the Yemeni government not to between the two countries. He noted that
approve an agreement to exchange- cotthe agreement will become effective after

victs with Spain until it [Spain] releases Yemeni Cabinet approval followed ke

Tayseer Allonia journalist working with  republican decree issued for its approval.

Al-Jazeera satellite channel detained in Yemen currently has no convicts in

Spain. Spain andNankali is the only Spanish
In an Oct. 21 statement, the organizaconvict inYemen.

tion said President Saleh already has In an interview with the official

called for Alloni’s release. Sabanews.net web site, Al-Khazzan stat
This came afteryemen’s Oct. 21 ed that there’s only onéemeni prisoner

Moratinos and Yemeni Foreign
charge Minister Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi inaugurated

Prosecution, Sa’eed Al-Agel who said The Court had issued its primary
that the lawyer is more “dangerousverdict on 22 November 2006 by
than the cell and he is the inciter of it". Judge, Najeeb Al-Qaderi in view of the
Another lawyer, Basim Al-Sharjabi so-called First Sana’a Cell that includ-
said, “The trial is not going on the righted 36 people, of whom one is female..
track. It lacks the conditions and guar-A death sentence was made against one
anties of fair prosecution. The suspectsf the defendants. Others received
were not able to have their legal rightdmprisonment terms ranging fror0
in terms of defending themselvesio 3 years. However, The Court of
They were deprived of copying theAppeal will start reviewing this verdict
case’s file as well.” next Saturday.

- STAR .

Anllulig jpaill jli
FOR SECURITY @

Guards Patrolling Services SECURY

Star Security Officers underge a rigorous background check, (one
of the moat extensive in the secunty fieid) a8 a commitment towsands
our clients

1-Protection and safety of Business men and VIPs

2-Embazsies, Holels, Hospitals, companies

JCommercial banks, Commercial trade cenlers

4-0il companies , and Off preduction fieid

S-Factories , universities and schools public or private

Special Guards Training Courses
1-VIPs protection 2-Site protection 3-Health and safety 4-First Ald
5-Fira protection and Hazardous Liguide 6-Firm arms usage

- 7-Self dofense | Martial Arts B-Communications and delagation art)

Security Consultancy
Security sites consultancy and Exposure Consulting
Caied by a top Brilish security advisor and consullancy personnal’s

Electronics and Surveillance Systems
t-security surveillance consultancy

2-Installation of electronice digital survelllanca cam, CCTV

3-Full fraining on surveillance equipments , handiing and oparation
4-Special training for maintenance and after sales sanice

Qur top enjoys & high level of exper due Lo the different of nationalilies
British Security officers working as Security advisors as well as Britishemeni managers,
with & well high quaified Yemeni personnefs and technicians , Which has given us the
adge in understanding our custiomer's needs in a batter way

Company Security Consultant and advisor
Mr. Darren Parnaby

We Operate 24 Hours Aday

Republic of Yeman Sana'a - Police Academy Street Tal:+967 1 514218 /514522 Fax: 4967 1 514219 P.O.Box; 2951

E-mail STARCO@YNETYE  WWW.STARCOYEMEN.COM
E-mail. 5.5 S@YEMENNET YE

LH 653 Eaﬂ.a'a - Frankfurt announcement that it would hand ovein Egypt and an agreement has yet to be
= Nabil Nankali, a Spaniard of Syrian -ori approved to receive him. “That's the only
Fﬂd_i'!l' gin, to Spanish authorities. Nankali wascase weknow about,” he added
Depariure Sana'a- 250 arrested inYemen in 1997 on terrorism  According to Al-Khazzan, there are
| ; - = : chages, along with a number of suspectsyemeni prisoners in other countries,
Fainili Frﬂ“hf“” ezl LS 05.00 St AYemeni court sentenced him to death. including Syria, but no agreements have
HOOD called on President Saleh tobeen signeavith such countries to hand
LH 652 Frankfurt - Sana's demand Alloni’s release in exchange foithe prisoners over téemen.
h handing oveNankali.
etinosda Abdul-Rahman Al-Kamrani,

o Erankiit “::1?:’ i 11:20 & F‘Fr:ﬂ:i:‘r d’affaires of theYemeni embassy, and the Spanish Embassy in Sana’a on April
RpaTiing ik i X Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel Angel 19, 2006. The two nations have sigrzed
Arrlval Sana’a: 21:15 M2 | 2405 Moratinos signed an Oct. 20 agreementumber of agreements in various fields

i ) with Spain in its capital of Madrid to since then.
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In brief

World Bank grants

Yemen $50 million
Oct, 24 — At World Bank's
headquarter in Washington signed a
grant for "institutional reform" in
Yemen by the World Bank,
amounting to 50 million dollars and
the World Bank to change funding
for this program to the grant after it
was allocated as a facilitate loan.

This grant will be allocated to
support the components of the
institutional reforms in the cili
service and strengthening the
institutional capacity to complete
the implementation of the strategy
of administrative reforms, including
the use of the Fingerprint and image
system.

The agreement was signed from
the Yemeni side by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Planning
and International Cooperation and
on behalf of the World Bank Mr.
Andrew Stone, the chief of reforms
sector in the bank.

SANA'A

Yemen seeks more Japanese aids
and donors' pledges

OCT, 22 Planning and

International Cooperation Minister

Abdul-Karim al-Arhabi is to visit

Japan, South Korea and Malaysia

next week for following up the

results of the donors

conference held in London last
year in favor of Yemen.

The undersecretary of planning
and international cooperation
minister Hisham Sharaf said in a
statement to Saba al-Arhabi will try
to convince Japan to increase its
support to Yemen, particularly after
the election of Yasuo Fukuda, who
has strong relations with Yemen,

as Japan's new premier.

Fukuda was the head of the
Yemeni-Japanese Friendship
Association and greatly contributed
to strengthening mutual
cooperation relations between
Yemen and Japan, according to the
source.

LAHJ
UNHCR to set up housing units
for refugees in Lahj
Oct, 22- Governor of Lahj province
Abdul-Wahab al-Dorra talked with
the director of the UN High
Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR) office Sado Akram on
the possibility of setting up housing
units for Somali refugees in the
Kharaz camp to be supported by the
European Union.

Al-Dorra expressed the
province's readiness to provide
necessary assistance for

establishing 300-apartment block
for refugees.

Al-Dorra  and Akram also
discussed the conditions of refugees
in the Kharaz camp and services
being provided by UNHCR and the
province to refugees.

Hodeidah
Students of French

Nimes institute visit Yemen
Oct, 23 — A delegation of French
students from Nimes Agriculture
Institute arrived on Mondayin
Sana'a to paya visit to the
agriculture institute in Sordod
region, Hodeidah province.

They would apply some scientific
application in field of agriculture
within the framework of Yemeni-
French agricultural cooperation
program.

Minister of Agriculture and
Irrigation lbrahim Hajari helda
meeting with the delegation and got
acquainted with goals of the two-
week delegation’s visit.

Hajari said that the ministry
would offer all facilitations to the
delegation to do its tasks as that
would enhance  experiences
between the two countries in
agricultural sector.

In 2005, a sister agreement was
signed between the two institutes to
enhance scientific cooperation
between them.

The agreement aimed at
developing curriculum of Sordod
Institute and offer technical
assistance to the institute and
experience in field of livestock

wealth and water management, as crevices widen.

well as improving training means.

Random excavations in the Old City
aren’t tailor-made, residents complain

By: Hamid Thabet

SANAA, Oct. 23 — The General
Assembly to Protect Ancient Cities has= =
received grievances from residents in Ol ':..:F
Sana’a complaining about the poor condi{
tion of streets beside the historic-Al |
Kabeer Mosque. ' o

Their grievances regard carelessnes.
and random construction that have
destroyed the streets of the Old City| *
located at the heart of the capital of
Sana’a and declared World Heritage
City by theUnited Nations.

The construction, which began earlier
this year,was supposedto fix Old City
entrances and streets damaged during th
rainy season. N . -

‘During  Ramadan, ~Al-Mustagbal The photo shows the random constructionslestroyedold city
Company committed to take over the
streets of OIld Sana’a,” National The same resident further noted, “Thedents are angry at seeing their old hon
Assembly member Ahmed Salah saidconstruction workers were the worstdestroyed.

“but unfortunately, the job done up unti thing because they didn't have any However, Esam Badran, manager
then wasn't tailored.” instructions to do their work properly contracts administration as well as proje

Moreover, “There was no supervisor toMoreover, there has to be enough cemembanager, stated firmly, “I didn't receiv
oversee the project and when they wer order to make the street and the sideany grievance and | don't know anytbin
asked to come and oversee it, theyalk last, but there was more sand thaabout what's going on...All | know ihat
ignored it.” cement, which will cause cracks in thepeople there want everything done lik

Salah added, “Residents in the Oldhear future.” they want. We'll send an engineer thi
City of Sana’a should stop this project Al-Mustagbal Company carried out thecoming Saturday to oversee the projec
before it destroys whatever is left. The oldoroject for YR 34million. “Completion, The UNESCO-preserved site of th
project was better in comparison to thevhich had tobe doneon manyparts of
new one because it was a perfect jolthe project, cost YR 1.7Hillion, but served old city in the Arab world. It's on
Anyone can see the difference and telhothing is done. Moreover, materials cosbf the world’s oldestontinuously inhab-
which is better.” YR 4.55 million for painting sidewalks ited cities, according t&¢emeni legend,

He continued, “Streets were brokenwith special paint and placing water pipegossibly as early as the second cent
and dug up randomly and pipeline wasn where they wouldn't be seen, as well a88.C. Once an Arab center for Christia
done incorrectlywhich messed up the covering the groundvith cement, but and Jews, the city was converted to Isla
streets’ appearance.” unfortunatelynone of thishas been com- in 632 A.D.

Additionally, “The differences in size pleted,” Salah said, noting that an investi- Surrounded by ancient clay wall
and thickness — which is timeost impor-  gating committee will look into the com- standing six to nine meters (20 to 30 fe
tant part of a sidewalk — are clearlyplaints on Oct. 24 and “discover the high, theOld City is awonderland of
noticeable and have made the stredtuth.” more than 100 mosques, 12 hamma
unbalanced,” Salah concluded. Ahmed Al-Wareth, deputy manager of (baths) and 6,500 homes. Dating bazk

According to one Old Sana’a residentthe General Assembljo Protect Ancient the seventh and eighth centuries B.
“This will cause environmental damage,Cities, stated, “We stopped workers fromwhen the citywas a prominent ang

= L B S
R i iy, = o

especially when it becomes place for continuing the work since the first daly important Islamic centemost buildings
excavation, rainwater collection andRamadan (September) due to carelessvere constructed of brick and dark bas
garbage.” ness.” Nevertheless, neighborhood resistone.

MPs intervene to stop tribal
conflict between Ibb and Dhamar

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori
For Yemen Times

murder of Gen. Mohammed Nasser Al-+evenge upon the perpetrator.
Sa'eedi of Al-Hada’ district in a land A statement issued by Al-Hadd
conflict. They located the perpetrator,locals accused Ibb security bodies, re
IBB, Oct. 23 — Yemen'’s Parliament father of six Salah A. M. Al-Ra'wi, who resented by the Criminal Investigatig
has agreed to form a parliamentanhad been arrested and was being held affice and prosecution, of attempting {
committee headed by Member oflbb’s Criminal Investigation Prison. change the evidence and detaining w
Parliament Ali Al-Amrani to investigate They subsequently broke into the prisomesses during verification. It furthe
an incident in which Al-Hada’ locals and killed Al-Ra'wi by stabbing and accused them of falsifying reports ar
broke into Ibb governorate’s Criminal shooting him. detaining numerous innocent loca
Investigation prison and killed a local The source also added that Al-Ra’'wi,from Al-Hada’ district.
resident under investigation. who was from the village of the same The secretary-general of Dham
The decision came after nearly 200hame in Ibb governorate, surrendered tgovernorate’s local council gave
citizens of Ibb city marched in protest,the Jibla district securityoffice after speech at the governorate’s are
joined by dignitaries and social figures,murdering Al-Sa’eedi in a land conflict declaring that there are presidenhti
including MPs representing Ibb city, occurring between them in Ibb. directives to form a committee t
who participated to condemn the attack. As a result, security authoritiesrelease the detainees and end the iss
Sources told the Yemen Times thatdetained numeroud\l-Hada’ locals, This is in lieu of calming down Al-
armed residents of Dhamar provincgprompting sit-ins to demand theirHada’ tribes and not inciting them t
went to Ibb last Sunday following the release under the pretext that they tookontinue conducting sit-ins.

Volcanic activity still
present on Jabal Al-Tyer

By: Almigdad Dahesh Mojalli
strength of activity depends upon theas on Jaba\l-Tyer Island, the possibil
SANAA oct. 23 — An official at the ascendance of lava from the bottom ofty of expansion to th&’emeni main
General Authority for Developing the sea. land is remote unless it coincides wi
Yemeni Islands confirms that steam, Geologists note that
smoke and lava continue rising,seisms occur during a volcano’s asceribcations.
although more weakly, on Jabal Al-Tyerfrom the earth’s inner layers and these Al-Kadasi adds that volcanic activit
Island. seisms can be recorded before then Jabal Al-Tyer Island may produg
Yahya Al-Kayna'e, general managerascendance of lava mainland activity seen in increase
of the authority, reported to 26 The recording stations, which weresteam, sulfur and other gases
September newspaper that two volcaniestablished following the Jabal Al-TyerDhama'’s Isbil and Al-Lissi mountains
recording stations on Kamaran and Alvolcano, have shown that seismic He points out that although volcan
Zubair islands will be linked directly tremors continue, meaning that vol activity in Yemen has its own specifi
with the one in Dhamar canic activity remains present on thdocations, any future tremors may rai
Al-Kayna'e indicated that the author island. If volcanic activity continues at up lava in any weak rocky region influ
ity has nearly completed its report onits current strength, the possibiligf  enced by such tremors. “Thus, we-re
the Jabal Al-Tyer volcano, as well asvolcanic eruption spreading to main ommend focusing on any tremo
finalizing the national plan to face dis landYemen is weak, as the current arethroughout ¥men, recording them an
asters and incidents ofemeni islands. is considered the discharge point fodealing with them as the tremors-fo
He noted that the authority will hold any potential power existing within thelowing the Jabal Al-Tyer volcano.”
three workshops to discuss the plan irarth. He added, “The Geological Surve
collaboration with concerned authori  Al-Kadasi notes thatemen has two Authority has integrated seismic ar
ties in Hodeidah, Mukalla and Aden. volcanic districts, the first of which are volcanic recordkeeping into the tasks
Regarding studying the volcano,.Dr mainland fields represented by Sana’aDhama’s seismic record center.”
Mohammed Al-Kadasi says someAmran, Marib, Sirwah, Dhamar The Jabal Al-Tyer volcano erupte
steam and gases continue rising on thRada’a, Bir Ali, Aden and including Sept. 30, killing at least eightemeni
island, but this is normal as deepSocotra. The second type ¥emeni
islands like Jabal Al-Tyer, Hanishon the island since its 1996 confli
He added that volcanic activity will Island and other Red Sea islands. with Eritrea over nearby Hanish an

the island's location, explaining thatout in the middle of the Red Sea, sughy

numerousstrong tremors in the abovementionged;

Sana'a hosts 24th
International Book Fair

SANAA, Oct. 23 — The 24th interna  Book Authority, Dr.Faris Al-Sagqaf,
tional Book Fair was launched in Sana'said that fair will experience the
last Monday, October, 22. The fair will announcement of numerous projects in
last for the period from October,22 tothe field of book in Yemen.
November, 2 with participation of 270 Additionally, at the level of the mutual
local and international publishing heus Arab work, they will announce tke
es as well as 14 governmental partieadmission of theYemeni Publishers
coming from different Arab countries Union to the Arab Publishers Union.
participating with more than 300.000 The General Book Authority will start
titles in different cognitive fields. implementing the practical steps eon
Worth-noting, several morning activi cerning the project of the Greater
ties were staged for margemeni and National Library at the cost of US$ 40
Arab writers delivering cultural semi millions. It will also announce the future
nars and lectures during the days of theteps of the project of the national pro
fair. gram for libraries spanning the
However, the Head of the Generalprovinces of the republic.

Gulf of Aden crossing
claims up to 66 lives

OfADEN, Oct. 23 — Up to 66 people others said they left their home country
Cldrowned Sunday in the Gulf of Adento join relatives and family members in
2 after smugglers forced them overboareither Yemen or Saudi Arabia, citing
off the coast ofYemen, the U.N. worsening security in their homeland.
refugee agency said Tuesday. So far this year, mor¢han 20,000
“The tragedy involved two smug- have made the perilous voyage across
gling boats that left the Somali coastathe Gulf of Aden in boats operated by
"town of Bossaso on Saturday with 244uthless smugglers operating from
e people aboard, mostly Somalis and Somali ports. At least 439 people have

es

e

Old City of Sana’a is the largest pre Ethiopians. The two vessels reachedied this year and another 489 are

e the Yemeni coast off Hawrat Al-Shateemissing and feared dead.
on Sunday,” UNHCR spokesperson In 2006, some 26,000 people arrived
Ron Redmorsaid. in Yemen after crossing the Gulf of
Iry He quoted survivors as saying,Aden. Yemen has worked closely with
s“Passengers were forced into deefpNHCR and provides prima facie
Myater and many drowned.” refugee recognition to Somalis.
A total of 28 bodies were buried onNevertheless, the numbers show no
S the beach, while 38 (29 Ethiopians andign of slowing, despite efforts on both
2Dnine Somalis) remain missing. sides of the gulf to warn people of the
While most arriving toYemen are dangers involved in dealing with
MSomalis and Ethiopians, recent reportsmugglers.
are that Kenyans, Ugandans and Over the past year, UNHCR has
CTanzanians also are waiting in Somalistepped up its work in Yemen under a
to make the voyage. $7 million operation that includes
“Survivors of the weekend tragedyadditional staff, increased field pres-
Altsaid the crew of one of the crowdedence, more assistance, providing addi-
boats had beaten passengers harshipnal shelter for refugees at Kharaz
during the voyage, injuring several.refugee camp near Aden and training
After being forced into deep water off programs for coast guards and other
the Yemeni coast, a total of 178 peoplefficials.
managed to make it to shore,” Redmon Additionally, the U.N. refugee
added. agency is planning to expand its pres-
Some reported being robbed byence along the remote 300-kilometer-
Yemeni military personnel. Aid work- long coastline by opening two addi-
, ers arriving on the scene provided foodional field offices in 2008.
and water before transferring the group UNHCR and other partners have set
Pio UNHCR's Mayfaa reception center. up information projects on the Somali
African refugees registered atside to warn people about the dangers,
UNHCR's reception center declaredbut many of those fleeing say condi-
that they left their country due to con-tions in their homeland are so bad that
dﬂict, arbitrary killings, threat of deten- they have nothing left to lose and are
Stion, drought and lack of work. Many willing to take the risk.
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" Children mark International Day

na

» to end Violence Against Children

uE'y: Fatima Al-Ajel e —
? SANAA, Oct. 24 —
Nearly 2,200 Yemeni
children participated ir
activities marking
International Day to enc 'f-‘
Violence Against
Children. They called or
theYemeni governmenttc
stop violence against chil
“Nren and to limit such vio .
lence. = L _oleldsTonale,
Children from Sana'a (a. =i/ [Lafedr 2
haden and Lahj's Kharaz o P P ‘l%"
"Grefugee camp denounce s B Nl e ad
all forms of violence,Through thier paintings, childern asked the
especially against chil Yemeni goveronment to end violence against
€ dren. them.
_d Activities included a
Ngisplay of awareness cartoons by <children sang songs related to the occasion.
dren reflecting United Nations recom Through their paintings, other
C mendations, as well as discussionsShawthab children asked themer
® holding a march, music performancegovernment to activate laws already
*€and doing radio and television inter available and to make a law punishing
views. those who outrage against children.
C Save the Children-Sweden arranged The children’s exhibition was the
Sthe International Day to endiolence outcome of nine days of workshops in
d Against Children in cooperation with Sana’a, Aden and Hajjah governorates.
| Aden’s Safe Childhood Center andThe child painters highlighted study
Shawthab Development Center and theecommendations by the U.N. secre
Y Democracy School in Sana’a. Childrentary-general.
din these organizations participated in Maryam Al-Shawafi, secretary-gen
Dfthe occasion with various activities.  eral of Shawthab Development Center
Shawthab Development Centeradded that three singing skits will be
0 launched its activities with a film fa shown soortalking about how to pro-
child named Ala’a Al-Ariani, focusing tect children from sexualbuse, as well

B e

soldiers on a military base established,

P%n violence children are exposed to oras an animated television film about
Lthe streets, as well as that caused Bjpe danger of children carrying
d early child marriage. Additionally, chil weapons.

continue, but at different strength due to As long as volcanic activity begins Jabal Zugar islands.
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Turkey masses more troops as raids in Irag confirmed

By ThomasGrove hand over PKK militants tolurkey: I 7= A 1V g | gy L e R A T =T bt e b o P ™y
Talabani had previously ruled out an = ‘_h ] I il =, ST R ' ! s R e T P ey el -
CIZRE, Turkey (Reuters) —Turkish such movedespite Tirkish appeals. ! & oa T A e s ol ; R e ey e, e

warplanes and troops attacked Kurdish The official described as a “final . i g, ; . . sl | I 171

sources said owednesdaybutAnkara visit to Ankara on Thursday of an Iraqi
wants to hold back from any majordelegation headed by National
incursion for now and give diplomacy Security Minister Shirwamal Waeli.
a chance. The lira currency firmed to 1.2100
Turkey moved more troops to theagainst the dollar on the back of
mountainous border, keeping up presTalabani’s reported comments.
sure on Baghdad to honour promises to
crack down on an estimated 3,00(Reinforcing
rebels of the outlawed KurdistanWashington and Baghdad fear a majog -
Workers Party (PKK) who use theTurkish incursion into northern lIraq
region as a base. could destabilise the whole region. Bu
Security sources, speaking on cendiTurkish  Prime  Minister Tayyip | = & =
tion of anonymity, confirmed a seriesErdogan’s government is under heavy = =
of sorties between Sunday andpublic pressure to take tough action| -~
Tuesday evening in whicfTurkish especially since Sunday’s deaths. .
warplanes flew 20 km (13 miles) into Ankara is sceptical about Baghdsad’
Irag and some 300 ground troopsability to crack down on the PKK in
advanced about 10 km. northern Iraq, where the central gov
“Further ‘hot pursuit’ raids into ernment has littlelout. And the publi-
northern Iraq can be expected, thouglkation of photographs said to show
none have taken place so far todagight Turkish soldiers captured by the
(Wednesday),” a military official said. PKK has added to pressuva Ankara
Thirty four PKK rebels were killed to act.
in the sorties, he said, adding all “We are reinforcing our troops near
Turkish troops involved in the opera the border at Silopi and Uludere with
tions were now back Turkey. men drawn from other parts of the
But Abdul Rahman Jaderji, a PKK country,” a military source told Reuters|

B S

spokesman in northern Iraqg, toldin southeasTurkey on Wednesday L. -':|.,|.._ e W el -2 el e

Reuters there had been no direct fight Turkey, which has NAO's second ra_Eﬁ | e I %’1-'-—! - et - ni= 15 | = = e e
ing between the two sides since clashbiggest army, has deployed as manyqg = = = = ;i "'-:“"ﬁ. L . - el -

es on Sunday in which 12 soldiers werd 00,000 troops, backds tanks, F-16 Turkish soldiers take part in a military exercise near the southeastdrkish town of Cizre, some 50 km fromTurkey’s Habur border gate to Iraq, Oct. 24.

killed. fighter jets and helicopter gunships,

He said Turkish troops had beenalong the mountainous border in ) ) ) ) o o ) ) ) ]
shelling areas of northern Irag, but lit preparation for a possible large-seal Turkey’s National Security Council “The prime minister has indicated “We have gained a bit more time to Northern Irag depends heavily on

tle new shelling had been reported orstrike. comprising political leaders and armythis meeting could produce economichink about what actions to take andTurkey for power, water and many
Wednesday Ankara blames the PKK for the top brass met oWwednesday ifAnkara sanctions, for example, cutting fof consider the implications of any action.food supplies. Iragi Kurdish leader

Baghdad has pledged to act againsteaths of more than 30,000 peopldo mull possible economic measureglectricity to northern Irag or the elo There is a growing understanding inMasoud Barzani has infuriatddirkey
the rebels.A Turkish official on since the group launched its armedgainst the Kurdish administration ofsure or slowing down of traffic at thethe United States and Europe oby refusing to act against the PKK. He
Wednesday quoted Iraqi Presidentampaign for an ethnic homeland innorthern Iraq over its continued failureHabur border gate,” said SuatTurkey's legitimate right to deal with has said his peshmerga fighters would
Jalal Talabani as saying Iraq mightsoutheast lirkey in 1984. to tackle the rebels. Kiniklioglu, an AK Party lawmaker the PKK in Iraqg.” resistany Turkish incursion.

California fires force mass exodus Baggage of past dogs
e e ooy el e e, s e e enenense, o P @AKISTAN Probe into Bhutto blast

ters in southern California as wildfires Captain, said: “If it's this big and blew governor, declared an emergency (in
rage out of control across the state.  ing with as much wind as it's got, it'll go most parts of the state, saying that
More than a dozen fires blazed fromall the way to the ocean before it stops.’68,000 homes were threatenedBy: Simon Cameron-Moore
north of Los Angeles to the Mexican “We can save some stuff but we ¢an’statewide with at least 18 firefighter
border 240km south, destroying morestop it.” injured among the 6,000 manning theKARACHI (Reuters) - The baggage of
than 1,500 buildings, blotting out the fire lines. Benazir Bhutto’s past dogged a probg
sun with smoke and raining ash on théJpper hand “We have had three things comeinto last week’s assassination attemp
streets. Officials were hoping that winds would together — very dry areas, very hptagainst her that killed 139 people, a
Most of the destroyed homes were irease and humidity would rise allowingweather and a lot of wind,” he said. Pakistani officials said the police offi
the southern end of the state near Sahem to gain the upper hand. “This makes the perfect storm for fire.|' cer in charge had been forced to ste
Diego, where three major wildfires Rockwell said that in some areas, the But he said the response to the fireaside.
burned unchecked. winds had been starting to die down asiad been very quick unlike previoys The chief investigating officer
The flames, fanned by fierce deserbf Tuesday evening, but hotter temperacalamities. Manzoor Mughal, opted to take leave
winds, claimed their second victim astures and fierce wind were forecast. Schwarzenegger also asked Geofg@ccording to Interior  Ministry
they burned for a third day Hotter temperatures and hot Sant®ush, US president, to upgrade thespokesman Javed Igbal Cheema, afts
Ana winds blowing in from the desert atwildfires to a “major disaster”, which Bhutto complained that he had bee
Deaths up to 105kph were expected to last atvould trigger federal help. present when her husband, Asif Ali
Officials said an unidentified civilian leastuntil Wednesday afternoon. State officials estimate that the firgs zardari, was tortured while in custod
had died of burns in Santa Clarita north  The fires were exploding and sheot have covered at least 1,510 sq kilemejn 1999.
of Los Angeles orfuesday, the second ing embers in all directions, preventingtres and have caused several hundred pembers of Bhutto’s Pakistan
reported death after the body of a 5Zrews from forming traditional fire lines millions of dollars in damage. Peoples Party (PPP) had also criticised
year-old man was found on Sunday and severely limiting aerial bombard Mughal's handiing of the crime scene
Dozens more have been reportednent, officials said. Katrina lessons after a suicide bomber, or possibly two
injured, including 16 firefighters. Thousands of evacuees, as well agarly onTuesday, George BusiieUS | ,iocked her homecom’ing procession i
Walls of flame spread quickly from horses and family pets, sought shelter giresident, declared an emergency in th arachi on Friday
mountain passes to the coastline afirgrounds, schools and communitystate and authorised the Federa Government officials say the attack -
dozens of new _blazes threatened toentres, with the biggest gathering of urEm_ergenc_y Manage_me_nt Agency to COwas carried out by Islamist militants Security guards stand outside the entrance to Pakistan’s former prime min
engulf more buildings. to 10,000 at the Qualcomfootball sta  ordinate disaster relief in seven affect aqinked to northwestern tribal areasiSter Benazir Bhutto’s house at her hometown in Larkana Oct. 24.
Al Jazeera’s Kelly Rockwell, repert dium. counties. where al Qaeda and tHEaliban are
ing from Rancho Bernardo in South Rockwell said some evacuees were “All of us across this nation are con - 4 influential members of the establish five years after General Musharraf ked

California, said in some areas, the firestaying with church groups andcerned for the families who have log But Bhutto has sown seeds of misment involved in a plot against her  coup that overthrew then prime minis

[

¥ f

-5 A&

e ——— - b S = ] ol A

—

were raging out of control. strangers who had opened up theitheir homes and the many families who . ; . B .
- : : trust by saying she had informed The investigation has yet to ma&e ter Nawaz Sharif.
She quoted one official as saying allhomes. have been evacuated from their homes, . : :
firefighters could do was to get out of he said. President Pervez Musharraf of thredreakthrough and, while some people While Bhutto and Musharraf have

have been picked up for questioning, ndbegun a rapprochement aart of a
one directly involved in the attack hasplanned transition to civilian-led

Ch 1 I h bt th t 1 t bl t been arrested. democracy, the opposition leader has

Ina aunC eS moon Or I er WI pa rIO IC aS Musharraf granted an amnesty tglenty of enemies among Musharsaf
politicians accused of crimes during thepolitical allies.

1990s in order to allow Bhutto to return PPP officials said the police action

from eight years of self-imposed exileagainst Mirza was politically motivat

without fear of prosecution in graft ed.

By Royston Chan “Without a doubt, the launch of the China’s space programme developmenting “homegrown innovation” would b
Chang’e One will again shotkie world in particular technologically,” said Chan a focus of state policy in coming year
XICHANG, China (Reuters) - China that Chinese people have the willpowerKwing-lam, a Hong Kong-based expert China is jostling with neighboun

2307 Y

launched its first moon orbiter on confidence and ability to constantlyin solar physics, who will study dataJapan and India, as well as longtine cases against her “The police are victimising people in
Wednesday amid a blaze of live-to-airscale the heights of science and technosent back by the orbiter space powers the United States and But police were still raking over charge of Benazir Bhutto's security, so
patriotic propaganda celebrating theogy,” said a commentator on the Sina Chan said the feat would help ChinaRussia, for a bigger presence in odter related cases. that they go underground and can't-pro
country’s space ambitions and technoWeb site (news.sina.com.cn). catch up technically with Japan, whichspace. tect he, and thereby restrict her move
logical prowess. The patriotic upswell was echoed bylaunched its own orbiter last month. In 2003, China became only the third Midnight knocks ment,” Jameel Soomro, the party's

The Chang’e One orbiter lifted fof thousands of space enthusiasts, tourists Beijing’s space plans have facedcountry — after the United States ahd On Monday andTuesday night they media coordinator, said.
from the southwestern province ofand reporters from across the countryncreasing international scrutiny. Fearghe then Soviet Union — to launa| raided the house of Zulfigar Mirza, one There is speculation that Bhutto and
Sichuan at11:05 a.m. BS. Barring who crowded slopes and viewing plat-of a potential space arms race with thenan into space aboard its own rocket| In of Bhutto’s most trusted aides, to arresMusharraf could share power after
technical failure, it will reach its lunar forms near the small city to watch theUnited States and other powers hav@ctober 2005, it sent two men into orl§it, him over a murder in 1998, but Mirzanational election, and the United States
orbit on November 5 and spend mordaunch, cheering as the rocket disapmounted since China blew up one of itand it plans a space waltl 2008. was not at home. is believed to be quietly encouraging
than a year scanning the lunar surface ipeared into the clouds leaving a ribborown weather satellites with a ground- As well as Japan, India too is plap- “They come after midnight to harasstheir partnership.
preparation for an unmanned moorof smoke. based missile in January ning its first unmanned mission to orit s » his wife Fehmida Mirza, a member The pair are seen as progressive, pro-
vehicle planned for 2012 and a manned “I'm very happy TheChinese people  Beijing has said that its intentions arethe moonin 2008, when the Unitefl of parliament for the PPP, told ReutersWestern leaders who will support
landing in future decades. are really great,” yelled a local man sur-peaceful. States also plans to launch a lupar \jrza accompanied the former primeNATO efforts to stabilise Afghanistan

Chinese television broadcast thenamedWu as the Long March 3Aroek  “China will not be involved ina orbiter minister on her return to Karachi lastand fight al Qaeda militants in nuclear
event more or less live, and senior leadet heaved the 2,300-kg (5,071-poundmoon race with any other country and in  Scientists behind China’s moorfet | \yeek to help co-ordinate her security armed Pakistan.
ers were present to witness the coustry’orbiter skyward. any form”, the chief commander of thehave been careful to leaven their coffi- e s wanted in connection with the Musharraf, whose re-election by par
latest feat in space. Thousands of villagers in a 2.5-kmorbiter project, Luan Enjie, told Xinhua dence with warnings that space explo- urder of former Pakistan Steel Millsliament while still army chief is the

A Beijing control centre called the (1.6-mile) radius of the site were movednewsagencyon \\ednesday ration has always been risky and sucdess-hairman Sajjad Hussain, who wassubject of continuing Supreme Court
launch a “complete success”, thebefore the launch — a reminder that in But officials have also left little doubt is not guaranteed. gunned down three days before he washallenges, has promised to quit the
Xinhua news agency reported. this country expensive, world-challeng-they want to show the world that their “We're convinced of our ability t 4 4 1o testify before a panel investigatarmy if he fs granted a second term.

A torrent of state media reports hasng technology sits next to dirt-floor country’s capacity for developing home-successfully realise satellite exploratipn ing allegations of corruption against His position will be weakened after
celebrated Chang’e One, named aéter hardship. grown technology is rising along with of the moon, but on the other hand thgre Zardari parliamentary elections due by early
mythical Chinese goddess who flew to its economy is this invisible pressure and anxiety”, Zardéri who was nicknamed “Mr January unless the ruling PML does
the moon, as visible proof of the ceun Great significance President Hu Jintao told a CommunistOuyang Ziyuan, the project’s chief s Ten Percént" was imprisoned for eightetter than expected or finds new coall
try’s growing strength. “This has important significance for Party Congress last week that encouragentist, toldOutlook Weekly, years before’ being released in 2004jon partners
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When girls marry to pay parental

In Yemeni society, some girls are forced to marry older men so that ical district. . .

their parents can pay off their debts. The marriage section of the Fdor examglg, in .I-:odeldah,
personal affairs law states that the marriage contract is considered Hadramout and Sayoun, girls marry a
: . N . , age 8, whereas they marry at age 10
illegal if a girl is forced to marry or if she doesn't know about the Mukalla. Moreover, marriage age
contract; therefore, she has the right. to refusg the marriage, but ,ies between urban and rural areas.
unfortunately, many women dOI’l’t I’ea|lze SUCh r|ght was found that the appropriate age fo

marriage is between 15 and 16.

At 7, she got
married

°

By: Fatima Al-Ajel

my relatives and neighbors were cryingyomen ignore their rights
and Igbal Al-Hajjaj

too,” Omar recalled. Attorney and activist Ishragq Al-

When she arrived at her husband'Sy;,qatri; manager of the advocacy an
aiza Ahmed was 15 and her room was full of toys and gifts andlegal protection for women's rights

uneducated when she hadthis calmed her down. “Frankly, my ,-qiect initiated by Oxfam-GB, notes
to marry a man the samehusband was too kind to me, treatingpat there's no clear law forbidding
age as her father, who hadme as his daughter rather than as @yceq marriage, but according to the
tax problems and debt. wife. This helped me to accept my newya riage section of the personal affair
With no other income source except fotife.” law, the marriage contract is consid
his daughter, the neighborhood sheikh After completing her studies with gre jjlegal if a girl is forced to marry
said he would help the father if he margreat support from her husband, Omar,. it she doesn’t know abotite con-
ried her. “As the only solution to my also the mother of five, now is a public, ¢
fathers problems, | agreed to marry —School teacher. I appreciate my hus- - aj paqatri clarifies that the girl has
even if it meant losing my childhood band's patience throughout these yearg,q right to refuse or accept the mar
and my life — in order to save him fromespecially when he faced criticismyjzge “Islamic instruction and Yemeni
jail,” Ahmed explained. from his family. Many times, he |5, provide women this right but
Married for three years, Ahmed nowencountered problems regarding why¢ortnately, Yemeni women are
has three children, but she still feelse let me continue studying. His par-fraid to sue either their fathers or thei
uncomfortable due to the significantents wanted me to serve them as a sty shands.
age gap between herself and her hugant, which was the purpose of the w45t women's problems and cases
band. Lack of love increases the probmarriage,” she expressed. we handle, such as conditional divorcg
lems in her family. One of the main reasons parentyng alimony, basically stem from adds

force their daughters to marry at arg, cqq marriage,” Al-Magatri noted.
early age ismoney, especially those

is the primary reason for child mar-take an overdose of pills, preferring
riage while social traditions and valuesdeath rather than marrying at an early
families suffering poverty. When a rich _ Early marriage to escape spinster- constituted another reason for the phgage, especially if the groom is very old,
man proposes to their daughter, the One of the main reasons par- hood . N nomenon, as parent; prefgr thelwhergas others take pills to prevent
deal with him as a favorable transac ents force their daughters to Some nggatlve Fradltlonal customsdau.gh.ters marry to avoid any immoralpossible early pregnancy.

tion and attempt to convince them- marry at an early age is control Ilfesty!e in many areas qf deviation. Becagse some young girls like all of
selves that in all matters, they and the ially th ; Yemen, especially in rural communi- Other reasons are that parents feahe various bridal gifts, they accept
daughters are the winners. money, especially those fam- (ies where most girls must marry at artheir daughters will reach the age ofmarrying at an early age, regardless of

Alia Ali was in seventh grade when ilies suffering poverty. When early age to escape spinsterhood anspinsterhood or they are lured intothe responsibilities they'll have after

her father forced her to marry a Sauc @ fich man proposes to their often end up marrying the first guy marrying.their daughters. at a youngnalrriage.,.and do so without advising
man who paid her parents a lot o daughter, they deal with him who proposes marriage. age by rich men proposing to marrytheir families.

monev. “l hated mv husband during the . “In our village, girls who dort’ them.
first yzars of the %arriage, but or?ce asda fta:voraf)let transac_tlon marry by age 15 are considergd spin- Approximately 32..91 percent of Fhe “Most women’s problems
knew his character, | really loved him, ana attemp 0_ convince sters. My father accepted the first onestudy’s male sampling held the View 2nd cases we handle, such as
especially because he always gives r themselves that in all mat- who came to propose for my handthat another reason for early marriage conditional  divorce and
whatever | want,” she commented.  ters, they and their daughters ©ven before | knew him,” recalls Azizais the financial situation of families “~* .

According toy an Oxfam-funded gre ’the T Al-Magatri, adding that, “My father is who consider source of income anc alimony, basically stem from
study on early marriage conducted ir ' like many fathers who believe that ‘asufficient finances as a condition for forced marriage,” Al-

; ' irl either must go to her husband’smarrying their daughters, even at ar f
Hadramout and Hodeidah gover- «gor 4 jong time, there was only O”egouse i burigd in the grave. 5o Iearlyyagge. 9 Magqatri noted.
I hgoratles b)t/ St tge CWotmer_l and instance where a girl prosecuted he<'519reed to marry. ’ Some poor families merchandize
' i evelopment Stu enter, in cooper ; o o , , , ,
ol('j:(;)rr%negn yrzlrjr?zginilras ;?okr)rl]:rrrr]y en:(gzrtgtion vf/’ith the Yer)r/1eni Network tF:) father who had arranged hemarriage  “«nfortunately, living with him was their daughters for marriage as soon as Ameera Saif married at an early age
b T Combat Violence Aaainst Women. the oot without telling her. Maryam jixe jiving in hell because he didn't they reach their teens, a fact confirmedut now she misses her childhood, as

say. However, among the many miser ain factor for ear? marriage is the 2" her case and married another, bybgpect me —ever.” Her husband was 5By 388 of thosesurveyed, who pointed she became a mother early. “'m rais-
able stories of girls forced to marry at an y g she and her new husband now havgnen they married, but due to badout that families offer their girls for ing myself while I'm raising my chil-

young age are some that began Sad22:?admogrﬁlgltueralv\?r:zgiﬂ?;‘Zr:avf[)r::rr:Ef!ed their village to an unknown loca- yreatment, she got divorced after twamarriage at an early age due to poverdren. There are sometimes problems
but fortunately, ended happily. Whatearly g¢. Y tion due to the problems they facedyqonhs of the marriage. ty. regarding the kids that I can't figure

follows are stories from both sides.  Islamurges the practice. ' : . o
9 y after she brought her case against her the  sana'a University-affiliated out or solve because I'm uneducated.”

fozzgah(zr?c: Vr\:]aasrrlorﬁ?e:ozgirnfavt\,hh%rthg Zzlrclj; rr?;rii’:;: fg(r)L\;\?cl?nserzeivseglze ‘ifather,” Al-Magatri recounted. _ Woman and Development StudyPsychological problems Saif admits that her daughter died in an
was nearly 15 ea?/s older. Her wedpercent, whereas men marrying at a The advocacy and legal protectioncenter conductednother study in~ Psychologists believe this is a dangeraccident caused by her neglect.
y oy ) ’ for women's rights project initiated by narch 2006 of the 1,495 couples, argueus situation for girls to live in because Obstetrician ~ Ahlam  Al-Amam

ding d i ble. Although sheearly age comprised only 6.7 percent ) PP . STHHe k ) - - X

d!gg, I?y Washmlsera € oug Sh Theymgrria e 21 e has i)rllcreaged ov Oxfam-GB reports that their five gov-j,q that there's a huge age gap betweedorcing little girls to marry against their explains that young wives face numer-

klner:/\f sﬂgww\cl)vulztlz:\:gal’]geer m?)tar?é’r Sanedhe past gthreg generations fronegrnoraye branch centers  registeg,ch spouses. will causes numerous problems affectous problems if they become pregnant
pproximately 30 women coming {0 according to the study, 48.7 percenting them both physically and emotion-at an early age. “Most of their first chil-

travel to Sana’a to live forever, farbetween ages 10 and 24 to betwee i i > ! - i )
from h her. “The entire wavages 14 an% 70 Sue their husbands due to violence gt vemen's population is under age 15ally. Problems can affedheir families dren die o are born with problems,
away from her mother. "The entire wayag ' forced marriage. “These are the cas€fpich means more than 50 percent ofoo. whereas the young mothers themselves

Kg:t;? itzotoosba :iatl; xasmc (;}[?]r;? X]"a:)]lin;hae}r?;giyazlzzg;ﬁ(é}/neéetg ;;/:(r)ig:i::h?f women who can present their case§jis are likely to marry before age 18.  Psychologist Ibtisam Al-Shawgi may die due to bleeding or bearing
9 y ' 0 judicial authorities,” Al-Maqatri of the study sample, 381 said povertexplains that some girls deliberatelychildren at home,” she points out.

Concerns over growth of cheating among students

There’s growing concern that Yemen's education system is beingthe answer or whispering to a friendHatgmi recal_ls, “There was alwaysto get good marks, | should studycover up t_heirfailure.”
undermined by students cheating on exams. Parents, teachers, unj-\vas the bgst we cogld_ do. Howeverobvious negligence by our Feachersrather than create a way to c_heat,” says _She believes some stud_ent_s also are
versities and employers are calling for action to stop the practice and the increasingly sophlstlcatt_ad m_ethc_)dsnost of whom were unqualified, andllth-_grader Has_,san Al-Jafari, who _stlllralsed unaware that cheatlng_ls wrong,
. nowadays reveal the vast imaginationo make matters worse, they wereadmits to cheating on some occasionss certain parents demand high grades
guarantee gre_aterfalrness. . . Lo and intelligence of some studentsunsupervised by the school adminisHe sometimes cheats using the book aegardless of how they are achieved.
The Yemen Times has been investigating this issue. Reporter andgjthough misdirected in the wrongtration,” which meant that a lot of allows fellow classmates to cheat from “Some parents and teachers are set
recent student Alia Ishagq answers questions regarding how wide- way, average students therefore had nhim because he hates refusing to leelpting a very bad example for our young
spread cheating is and who's responsible. So, what are the reasons for thichoice but to cheat in order to pass. friend. people,” she warns, “Students are like
phenomenon and what's the solution? In 11th-grader Abeer Al-Ward’ Amat Al-Karim Abdulkader, princi- a blank page on which we grownups
In the absence of a good educatiompinion, the intensity of homework pal of the privateYemen Modern write what we want.”
long slips of paper with the answerssystem, dedicated teachers and -reland class syllabuses are the two maiSchool in Sana’a, believes that some However, Zeyad, a high school
through their shirtsleeves or even writ vant curriculums, especially in public reasons for cheating, as she thinks thetgachers and employees clearly partidslamics teacher a¥emen Modern
ing them on money schools, cheating becomes a matter ahake it hard to find time to study andipate in the growing phenomenon, School, refuses to accept that some
heating, or what stu During my middle school years, survival. achieve good marks. In this casepointing out that many teachers overteachers are responsible; rather, he
dents refer to as “help- opening the book to catch a glimpse of Public school graduate Najla Al- many students cheat because it offer®ok the fact that their students cheatblames students who cheat and their
ing each other,” isa an easy way out and a shortcut to avoitoreover, “Some teachers deliberateparents, who lack education them
problem that occurs in the long hours of study needed tdy help their students cheat as a way teelves.

By: Alia Ishaq
For YemenTimes

nearly every school

worldwide. It is a major complaint of
teachers and educators who consider
a catastrophe that will affect genera
tions, especially invfemen where the
number of students copying answers
and sometimes, whole exams — is wo
rying.
It's a strange phenomenon wher
some students spend hours creati
new methods of cheating rather tha
simply studying. “We cheat with
rulers, erasers, benches, our hards
even tissue paper!” Sana’a high scho(
student Bushra Al-Basheri explains.
But the creativity doesn’t stop there
as some students confess to writin

answers on small slips of paper anf

inserting them in theishoes! €aches

also have witnessed students pullingcrowded class in one public school.

achieve good grades.

The nature of exams themselvesiis
reason for others. “Answers to exan
questions usually have to be copied lit|
erally from the book, which as a result,| &
lessens inventiveness and encouragg
copying the answers,” says Alla
Mohammed, graduate of a private] i
Sana’a high school.

When asked, “Who's responsible?”
students have different points aéw.
Twelfth-grader Mawadah Sharafudin
believes students are under constar
pressure, whether from their parents
who punish them, or from their teach
ers, who threaten to call their parents i
they don't pass.

However, surprisingly, some stu
dents hold themselves 100 percen
responsible. “When my dad pushes m
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O.M.V isthe leading integratedQil and Gas Groupn Cental and EasternEurope We operat over 450 b and gas fieldsworldwide both onshore anadffshore,with
a variety of challengng exploration, appraisal andevdopment projeds. Our ambitionis to become a significart internationd upstream player by seekng new
busines®ppatunities andtargetng producton growth like our oil field ogeratonsin Shabwah governorate Republic of Yemen.

With two existing blocks and new succesesduring the last licerse rounds, we expand ou adivities to achieve our anbitious growth plans. To assue its

development,OMYV is recruitingsane youngYemeni EngineersThese aplicarts will betrainedduring araund 18months,partin Sanaa ard parton site, toreceie

thefollowing qualificatiors:

Plant and field operatars
Mechanical tehnicians.
Electrical technicians.
Instrument technicians.

Selecteccandidateswill be between?0 and 30 garsold, with or without
professond expeiernce All are engineers witha BachelorDegree in
Sciences from University, such as

B. Sc in Petrolemn.

B. Sc in Electricity

B. Sc in Mechanics.

B. Sc in Electronics and Conumication.
B. Sc in Chenstry.

Candidatednterestedin appling shoudd havea basiclevel in English,
and senda CV (résumé in English. Please,checkthat thefoll owing
informationis mentionedin your CV:

|

The Ccrd‘\}ou
WISH TO ACQUIRE

New Visa Electron From IBY

- No Security Deposit No Margix.
- With No Issuing or Annual Charges.
- An Account at IBY is all you Need.

ELECTRON

INTeRNATIONAL BANK OF Ym:"

undgall ool elis

Your Goal is Our Goal

cardcentre@ibyemen.com

For more information, Please Contact us on: 01-407030

Complete adiress of currehplaceof residerce.
Date and place of birth (village/town and governorate)
Telephonenumber and e-maiaddress (if any).

Please, join to youtV thefollowing docurents:

Copy of our 1dentity Card”

Copy of the' Yearly Report of all marks obtaned duing years
of University studies

Copy of your graduation diploanfromUniversity.

CV and docurantsshoud be sat to the fdl owing address before the
10" of November 2007 to:

AMIOGS — IPEDEX
P.O. Box 18123
SANA'A

Republic of YEME N.

Or by fax :01-411.872 or bye-mall : cvomv@ipedexme.com

Selected dadidateswill be peronally informed andyiven an
appoiriment

O.M.V attributed recrument and training t&MIO GS —

IPEDEX Company.
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Land degradation threatening
farmers, says senior official

senior

Ministry official has cover all areas ofyemen as our erosion,
is worried resources are limited."

said he
about farmers’ future )
livelihoods as will

agricultural

degradation, but government fundgvill be a shortage of vegetables andnstead of improving it.Wells are four decades. Mismanagement of

were inadequate to tackle the problenfruit.” randomly sunk by farmers, and thisagricultural land,

and prevent creeping desertification.

Ali al-Dhameri, head of the Anti- be a decrease in grazing areas and, asAccording to the report, southern,channels, ground water depletion
Desetrtification Unit at the Forests andd result, livestock would be at risk. Annorthern and eastern parts\émen,

Desertification ControlDepartment
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95 percent ofYemen'’s agricultural land was at risk of deterioration, threatenlng the govamment'’s goal of improving food self-sufficiency

Agriculture remains partial. At present, we can‘tdditional problem, he said, was soiincluding agricultural

"If no action is taken, the problem downpours. "Dams are designed andver 100 metres in height.

grow as the portion

Al-Dhameri also said there would depletes the ground water.

land and related to climate change, werebut the FDCD's limited resources
with fields on hillsides residential coastal areas, are exposddctors that had contributed to thehave
constantly being eroded by torrentiato accumulations of sand reachingcountry’s land degradation.

not been able

desertification.

Yemen ratified the UN Convention

of constructed randomly in a way that Al-Dhameri said the problem hadto Combat Desertification in 1996, Source: IRIN
land was at risk of agricultural land diminishes. There[adversely] affects agricultural land, got progressively worse over the past

the expansion of
cities, poorly constructed sewagsd

unpredictable rainfall and other issue

(FDCD) at the ministry, told IRIN
that 95 percent of Yemens
agricultural land was at risk of
deterioration, threatening theg
government’s goal of improving foodj
self-sufficiency. At presentYemen
imports about 75 percent of its food
according to government statistics.
"The future of farmers is at risk.
Internal migration from rural areas tqg
cities will increase as their [the
farmers’] fields deteriorate," a-
Dhameri said. He made the remarlgs
after the publication on 16 Septembdr
of a study entitled The Agricultural
Map in Yemen, by researchers at thr

Agriculture Ministry. According to
the study, about 85 percent o
Yemen’'s agricultural land is
deteriorating due to water shortage
partly caused by the widespreagl
cultivation of gat (a mild narcotic
requiring a lot of irrigation), and
desertification.

The study said the area of fertil
land (only about 13.6 percent of al
Yemeni land) was shrinking due t
construction work and desertification
Of the fertile land only about 20
percent (1.2-1.6 million hectares) wap
used for agricultural purposes
including gat cultivation.

Agriculture is the main source ofI
income for the majority of people in
Yemen as about 80 percent of th
population live in rural areas. Farmerg
represent 54.1 percent of the
country’s workforce, according to the
report.

Lack of funding
desertification

In 2000 the Ministry of Agriculture
approved a national plan to combgt
desertification but the plan has yet tg
be implemented for lack of funding,
according to al-Dhameri. He said
some US$24 million was needed byt
his department’s budgewas six
million riyals (about $30,000) a year.

He said his department had beeh
trying to increase the budget to 7
million riyals ($350,000). "This
amount could help ease the probleng
We would be able to make a lot of
field visits and conduct studies o
how to improve the situation of
agricultural land. But this solution

w

to combat

Vacancy Advertisement

An immediate vacancy exists at the World Bank Office in Sana’a f@ragram

Assistant.

The applicant is expected to meet the following requirements:

» Have at least five years of experience in administration and/or project o

preferably with international organizations.

* Have excellent interpersonal, communication and organizational skills.
» Have excellent command of verbal and written Arabic and English including a
to do creative writing with minimum guidance and informal translation/megqi

interpretation.

* Be a committed team player able to work in a multi-cultural environment.
» Have flexibility to absorb ad hoc tasks and work under pressure.
* Have computer aptitude and proficiency with internet including ability to vetrle

information from various sources.

incumbent will perform the following duties:
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ALIAWDAH COMPANYLTD.

Al-Jawdah Latest Jobs

Our client is one

ofthe best & new leady beauty salo

n. They

have now vacanc ies for be auty & skin professional s. The salary is attr active pl us

benefits and bonus  es.

If r
from you.

hi ghly mo tivat

1)Be auty Professional (Fullti me)
Should be very well trai ned in:

ndta lent

in divi |. we would like to hear

Hair Care (Cutti ng, colori ng, extensi ons,..etc)

M ake-Up
Brid al beauty & hairstyle

2) Skin  Prof essional (part time )
Should be very well trai ned in:

*  Skin care
* Pedicure & Manicure.

Requirem ents:-

Minimum 3 — 5years ex perience in the re quired field prefer able in Yemen

and the middle-east.
Pleasing person ality.

Good commun ication sk ills wi th cu stomers (Arabic language is a favo rite).

Very good experience wi

th the products & bran ds used in the rela tive fi eld.

To subm it an a pplication in st rict conf iden ce, please apply only using the
approp riate li nk. Al-Jawdah Company LTd is acting as an Em ployment
Agency inre lation to th is vacancy.

y

Recruiting Department

Fax: 445232
Tel: 4442279
Mobile: 733236786

Email: - aljawdah.rec@gmail.com or aljawdah@yemnen.net.ye

R

Al-Jawdah Latest Jobs

ll nmn mmvm

» Cover a range of tasks related to specialized support functions, including mongorng

the Country Office ongoing portfolio and deliverables.
* Independently prepare correspondence, working documents and responds on
information requests using proper grammar, punctuation and style in Arabi¢ gnd

English.

* Use computer applications for processing and formatting variety of textg
developing non-standard databases and spreadsheets for specific project re

activities.

» Coordinate schedules and assist in preparation of events and activitiessiahthg

preparing PowerPoint presentations.

» Participate in developing project/product timelines and participate sianisvork

as required including field activities.

* Interact with different clients including government officials, external organizatjor

and internal institutional units.

For full consideration, please transmit by fax your letter of application accoeaplyi
Office Administrator via e-n

the CV before November 10, 2007 attn.:
WBYemen@worldbank.gr

Pdg

and
rtin@f)mputer skills (word, excel.....etc)

ail:

Al Javdah Compay Ltd. §Cmmsuitimgj,r dirdmguag cRBeitihio g

var|0u§ Warehouse Mar (International

Company -Sana'a;
College Degree with 5-7 gars of
logistics experience

spoken

3. Lawyer (Sana'a)

College Degree with Syears eyerience
Fluent Emglish and Arabic (written and

Spoken)
Computer skills (word, exte...etc)

Fluent Emglish and Arabic (written and

2. Warehouse keeper (International
Company-Sana'a)

College Degree with3 years eyerience

in warehouse.

Fluent Emlish and Arabic (written and

spoken

Computer skills (word, exte...etc)

4. Asst. Marketing Manager (Sana'‘a)
Bachelor Degree in Marketing/
Management with 3-4years experience
in Sales and Marketin

Fluent Emglish and Arabic (written and
Spoken

Computer skills (word, exte...etc)

Interested and qualified individuals should send their cy¥d ttavdah Compawp Ltd.

Recruitment Department

Fax: 445232
Tel:4442278
Mobile: 733236786

Email: - aljawdah.rec@gmnail.com or aljawdah@yenen.net.ye

Yemeni Nationals dg to appy. Please spefyi the post pu are appling for.
The deadlindor receivirg cvs is29 Novenber 200/. Only short- listed candidates

shall be contacted.

to stem
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Security lost in the state
of heightened security

A dying heritage

hose ofus Yemenis who had a chance
experience the life that existed in th

e have to discuss the majority and Yemen is run the official security policy that country in pre-Revolution days and i
the security issue sometimes with the according to the remained employed by the authorities the hectic and highly materialistic worl
in Yemen in a participation of administrative for a long time period, particularly that has now enveloped our lives ha

system of arbitrary after the government found itself| oftenlooked at their rapidly changing surroundings

orders, and not obliged to fight with terrorist groups beW|rI]derrr]nent an((jjnowhoften wonc:err]wratdhapﬁen

according to the due to pressures by foreign forces What happened to the peace of the land, when P

concept of the such as the United StateAmerica could literally quss-crossed th_e country on foot a ‘ h
) felt safe even if he was carrying a sac full of Ma

security institutions The authorities haven't quit their | 1o oo thalers? By:Hassan Al-Haifi
that were formed and mechanism of using the same armed \ypat happenéd to the serenity of the dawn hours

organized by the law groups while shaping their policies. | \when the chirping birds and the crooning roosters were the only sounds one

clearer way than power forces. In this

what is perceived case, the official
now. The approach to that are thesecurity policies
guestions being raised about theppliedin Yemen ae
reasons behind current securitypased on a list of
deterioration. Do these reasons reflegbersonal interests (or
disability or failure on the part of the interests of

security authorities? influential persons). | In the ideal states, Also, they don't remain committed | heard to as one admired the enchanting changing colors brought on by the slow -
In both cases, disability of securityConsequently, ethics By: Ali Al-Sarari the objectives, jobs to a clear conduct when they declared ly creeping blue sky and the sun rising above Jabal Nugum to the East?

authorities can be linked with the lackof the job as ’ and duties of their partnership with the United What happened to the hired shepherds roaming around the city of Sapa'a to

of facilities and equipment for the stipulated by the security agents must States of America in the war on| collect the herds of goats, sheep, cows and whatever livestock were kéygttby t

security apparatuses to perform theiconstitution are usually thrown in be exercised as stipulated by the lawterrorism.They demonstrated no clear| vast majority of the city dwellers, who still felt that living an urbde did not

duty in a better wayThe issue may be drawers. However, in the backward countriesstance during their fight with | mean deprivation from the delight of drinking fresh warm milk every morfing

symptomatic of poor qualification of Anyway, no one can say that thelike Yemen, the administrative andterrorism as they have been| @nd evening? _ _ .
security leaders and their simpledeteriorating security condition in disciplinary style for organization attempting to deceive both parties of t Vﬁhat ?ﬁpﬁnedt to thfeJregrels’Znng Watlkshthat mgst ?Ltthlﬁ resydentsftiL Sanata
experience in the area. But, the failurefemen is the result of weakperformances of security apparatusethe conflict: terrorism and the United 0ok up the Mountain of Jabal \uqum 1o have a breathtaking view of thg vas

- - - : NP open landscape of greenery intertwining with the architecture of the cityabat w
of security authorities can beperformance of the securityis the basis of discrimination andStates. stretched westward below them?
attr_lb_uted to_ the_ nature_ of _secgrltyappara_tuses. In_stead,_lt_ is the pr_oducmequallty pet\_/veen recruits. This is the primary reason tHx’?l What happened to the city dwellers, who used to realize that they et f
policies applied in real-life situation, of unwise security policies that dlre_ct The main issue t_hat concerns usma_de the security authorltlfes, which harmony with their natural surroundings and conserve as much as possiblé of the
as well as the nature of goals theduties and goals of securityhere stems from a bitter fact, the corelaim to know about all the intents of | pheauty that only God can create with his infinite wisdom and mercy — fawaé |
concerned authorities seek to achievanstitutions. of which is the loss of security in the Al-Qaeda Organization, indifferent | of mankind?

Due to its current situation, its is Yemen is a country rich with its sate of heightened security. The issueoward foiling Al-Qaeda terrorist What happened to the hearty smell of breakfast meals in the Suq of the finest
difficult for one to label Yemen security installations, but in severalis embodied by the tragic plots. In the meantime, they | foul modammas that anyone can have along with the fried liver or kebabs|of all
among the countries, the affairs ofcases, the military institutions turn toconsequences of the terrorist bombingxceptionally engaged themselves in kinds eaten with freshly baked bread in the marketplace or at home with the
which are run in conformity with the behave as if they are affiliates to thén Marib that killed at least six fabricating dangerous and immoral| household gathered around the stone plate that beckons one to eat and savor
effective constitutions and laws. security authorities. This has beerSpanish tourists and two local touristsecurity accusations against the Slowly for there is no worry about the meal getting cold?

For the majority of the world very clear during most dhe domestic guides, and injured others. journalist Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwan | What happened to a}ILther])‘Irlendly sadl_utes that cl)(ne rf?cel_ves frfo“] the eg;uperant
countries, the constitution and law arewvars when the army and other military According to the official statementsand the so-called the Houthi terrorist aces one meets up with while proceeding to work, reflecting a full possessjon

. - . . . . . - . . this world and all the rights to the enjoyment of a happy peaceful life witheut
considered the basis for the dailyforces were used for purposes otheby President of the Republic andcell in the capital city. It is an evident| _. . . .
; . . . - - S . .. | slightest of care as long as one is assured that the family has its sustenance needs
business. The security apparatuses ¢han those stipulated by thelnterior Minister, the authorities fabrication and those who invent it

. - L o ) . X . P ; o ) fulfilled for the day and tomorrow's needs haven't even come to mind yet?
many countries worldwide work constitution. They join any tribal and obtained information indicating the can find no one to have faith in it. What happened to the great sound of the Noon Prayers coming from the cir-

according to the constitutions and dosectarian conflicts, or any clashes foinvolvement of Al-Qaeda Loss of security in the state of| cylar balconiethat beautifully decorated the center of the towering minarets that
their job as stipulated by their statesthe sake of illegal plundering of lands.Organization in the bombing. But heightened security is the result of} truly evidenced Sana'a to be a city of God fearing people, who knew that jf one
laws. In other cases, the armed groupssuch information had nothing to doinvented security fabrications, which| kept God in mind all the time, God is bound to reward with all the blessings
The Yemeni state is governed lay who have relations with influential with identifying the suicide bombers. authorities are engaged in at the a peaceful and carefree happy life?

comprehensive security systempersons and high-ranking fafials, Such allegations couldn’t help expense of real and authentic security What happened to the feeling of security one senses in this city of peace,
which is concerned with controlling play a major security role, therebybeatify the image offemen and its measures. where people simply put up a piece of cloth to signify that the stores were glosed
and dominating the country’s affairs.violating the concerned law security authorities that claim to for lunch or prayersBimilarly what happened to the sense of security that made
The state’s affairs are controlled by Similarly, the official media c#l explore intents of Al-Qaeda elements. the people of Sana'a keep the doors of their homes unlocked, even if they were

not home, because they were sure that their neighbors guarded their neighbors'
homes more than they would guard their own?

What happened to the many scholastic "rings" that filled most of the bigger
mosques of Sana'a where many of Sana'a's young men obtained their leafning in

type of security system imposed byarmed tribal groups and militantsSuch behavior foolishly impliesa
higher security officials, who, at thevolunteers. These groups arehistoric and strong bond betweenAli Al-Sarari is a Yemeni Journalist
same time, constitute the politicaldelegated powers to kill innocentsecurity authorities andAl-Qaeda and a well-known politician. He is the

Ieadershlp of the country. _ pe(_)ple and replace the security forcegQrganization |nYeme_n. _ head of th_e |nfqrmat|on department at poetry, letters, philosophy, theology and civil administration and even commer-
For this reason, a country likewhich were formed by the law. The use of terrorist groups in thethe Yemeni Socialist Party cial dealings with a heavy taste of ethics and morals?
Yemen is administered by power of In all cases, the security matter indomestic political conflicts is part of Source: Al-Nass\eekly What happened to market practices that prevented merchants from cheating

the customers or following cutthroat competitive practices that prevented equal
. = . . access to markets and goods?
B e C au tl O u S Of Ce m e nt an d I aStI C I n VaS I O n What happened to the creative artists who dished out beautiful poetry or|prose
p that enhanced the guitarists to dish out beautiful melodies that none cddhe m
ern artists could match?
What happened to the beautiful garden towns of Rawdha, Hadda, Wadi Dhahr

By: Badr Bin Ageel maintenance ofYemen’s ancient “Let the Yemeni and mud alone. Thetidy and clean. : X e
architecture and historic sites. InYemeni is the most skilled one among No doubt that this idea is feasible and all the other enchnating rural surroundings that modern urbanization IS rap-
. i o . o . o idly eating up without even allowing for breathing space between buildings?
ne of the most addition, a broad media campaign wasis in mud construction. and worth-studying.It is nice for Yes! Whathappened to the heritage we should have really sought to préserve
prominent tittes launched with the aim of increasing Another harmful and dangerois Yemen (Arabia Felix) to remain | 55 much as possible, because it did bring a lot of peace of mind to most peopl
associating with the public awareness about theinvasion experienced in our country ishappy and proud of itsmud and assured them that they were at peace with their Creator, becausalyhe
traditional and significance and vitality of conserving the plastic invasion. Our ancestorsarchitecture. It is good foremen to believed in Him and abided by all the mores and values he prescribed for his

contemporalt mud architecture. This campaignand forefathers had been using bag&e free of cement and plastic invasion| worshippers?
civilization of Yemen, which calls for highlighted civilized, aesthetic, baskets and some articles made of

pride, is that this civilization knew cultural, tourist and economic valuesleather, cloth and the like8y this, Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more
how to deal with and benefit from of the architectural sites scatteredhey maintained the environment tjdy Souce: Al-ThawraState-run Daily than 20years.
clay/mud. throughout the country clean and healthy. But the plastic

It mastered well the production of The cement invasion that violatedinvasion of today and its heavy use i
fascinating geometricabhapesand the mud cities and buildings appearedur daily life, as well as its spread
attractive decorations that speak abowvith an ugly face and intimidated usover trees and on the ground
themselves with high pride andwith its horrible teeth, and amid constitutes a terriblehreat to the K
wonder. It is enough for the reader tandifference at the long term, it will nature and man.
be told by the Old Sana’a City anduproot our identity and originality What is the solutionAnd, how ca
Shebam Hadramout about such The clay civilization was not only we eliminate this phenomenon? | b T
striking features, as théemeni mud confined to the ancient times andchance found an answer to thes
architecture constitutes a uniquestopped at a specific stage of historyquestions ~ while  reading  the [{@8
source for attracting tourists andbut it is a kind of civilization, which impressions of a German tourist, whd
visitors from different parts of the the Yemeni man maintained andrecently visited Yemen. He said,
globe. innovated in a way not staining its*Yemeni is beautiful, particularly as it j =

On more than one occasion, andbeauty and historic colofhese fact is rich with its ancient sites, heritage,
during his visits to several cities richembody theYemeni man’s ability to topography, unique architecture, D
with unique mud architecture, exercise creatiwt retain the original luxurious and clean hotels, diversity
including the visit toTarim City in heritage and master clay/mudof meal dishes and availability of
HadramoutValley, the President of construction. various services. But, the spread o
the Republic called for maintaining This type of industry (Mud-brick plastic bags, waste of beverages an|
mud buildings and sites in thesegConstruction) helped théemeni man foods bothered me.
cities. He also advised people toobtain a meritorious certificate as his The strangest thing is that we don’
refrain from constructing concrete work was appreciated by the Propheknow  why  some  factories,
buildings,which, he believes, damageMohammed (Peace May Be Uponspecifically the ones producing
beauty of the ancient architecture.  Him). While the Prophet Mohammedcement, never care for conductingd

Several symposiums andwas reconstructing the Exaltedeconomic studies to benefit from
workshops on this respect have beeRrophetic Mosque with mud and them as one of neglected energ
organized, but no positive responséricks along with his fellowmen sources, which are offered for free.
was seen, particularly as there are nmcluding theYemeni marTalag Bin This will help Yemen get rid of such
laws and regulations regarding theAli, the Prophet said to his fellows: waste and maintain the environmen

PSEN Publisher & Editor-in-Chief F=slife) a1 NS =i Offices
\K@lﬂv . -
YEMEN Q\J‘ﬁﬁiy'iTIMEs Nadia Abdulaziz Al-Sakk af

In the name
of people

s

By Samer

Policies:
- All opinion articles  that have not been written

A Al-Ajel, Fatima Aden Bureau: by Yemen Times staff on the Opinion, Op-Ed
www.yementimes.com . . Al-Ghabri, Ismail Ridhwan Alawi Ahmed and Youth pages do not necessarily  represent
First Political bi-weekly English Managing Editor A —— Tel: +967 (2) 347-057, 346596 SR | DS e e 1 Bl
- ) . - ] . t t thei :
Newspaper in Yemen_. Founded in | Amel Al-Arigi Mojalli, Almigdad Eax .:967 d(2) 5)4705? - Egnefs tg theacgzili]tgram:jstorinc?:d?;;ﬁ? ﬁz:f: °
1990 byProf. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf ’ mail: ytaden@y.net.ye mailing address, or email address. The editor
Tel: +967 (1) 268-661 Head of News Dept. Taiz Bureau: L‘f::t’)‘,’est;ﬂf Qgsté%:t?:t Gl EMInES e
Fax: +967 (1) 268-276 Mohamed bin Sallam . Imad Ahmed Abdullah Subscription rates: - Submissions will not be returned to the  writer
P.O. Box 2579, Sana'ayemen Copy Editor Tel: +967 (4) 217-156, TS under any circumstance.
E-mail: editor@yementimes.com . Dana Patterson Telefax: +967 (4) 217157 1als: ! . - For information on  advertising, contact the
Advertisement: ads@yementimes.com Head of Des'Qn Dept- P.0.Box: 5086, Taiz e e R advertising department at any of the Yemen

Foreign companies/organizations: ~ $ 80 Ti P H \bifices

Letters: letters@yementimes.com Ramzy Alawi Al-Saqqaf Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye




Op-Ed
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Europe’s World
How Europe could be a force for good in the Middle East

By: Prince El Hassanbin Talal

States to command general respect, bu It should in any case seem strangaso pact for the region could help to matchbetween Europe's peoples could not bfollowing the eastward focus of the
the contribution that might still be madethat the Middle East lacks a regional-decwhat was achieved a decade ago in thallowed to endure. Recognition of cultur-German presidency. In the words of the
by a united European voice should net blaration of principles focused on humanBalkans. An enforced template of inter al rights and humanitarian norms underPortuguese: “We seek to develop a fresh
underestimated. Similarly, the need forstability. Politics, economics and securitynational law is essential, and it must beinned the activities of those brave andipproach towards the entire
this voice to express a vision that crossesominate discussions, while culture,one with which all state and non-statecreative individuals who knew that a bet Mediterranean region. Its strategic rele
the boundaries of race and politics canndiuman dignity and human solidarity getactors have to comply/iolators of inter- ter future was not only possible but alsosance to the EU is cleafheinstruments
Hassan birTalal of be overstated. scant attention. The Regional Economimational law must be made aware that thessential. In all conflicts, human rightsalready at our disposal need to be proper
Jordan agrees thaEurope's aid and  Europe's financial contribution to the DevelopmenWorking Group (REDWG) Middle East is subject to the same nermare among the first casualties, and in thiy applied, but there is a need to think
investment spending is not what will Middle East has, of course, been consisof the Middle East Peace Process whichs other regions, and that the principles dfliddle East the degradation of huma beyond them” (emphasis in the original
bring peace to the region. He proposes a@ent and impressive. Between 1995 anémerged from the 1991 Madrid Summitdemocracy belong as much to her peopldignity has now undone the conventiongext). Foreign Minister Luis Amado has
EU-backed Stability Charter that would1999, somel EWas spent by it in and, which was shepherded by thes to those of more politically developedon civilians' rights agreed over severabtressed the need for Europe to build
give Europe a new and positive Middlethe region, to which the EuropeanEuropean Union, is a prime exampleaof nations. generations. So wehould look to the closer ties with Arab nations and the
East role Investment Bank added a further E Q hopeful initiative that failed because it Time is running out for the Middle Helsinki Process to shows how to  wider Muslim world so as “to avoid an
The forging of the “new order” since in loans. From 2000-200&urope spent was not rooted in a vision of the future.East as the fault-lines deepen and growetrieve what has been lost. escalation of mistrust and resentment”.
the closing post-Soviet decade of thel E énd the EIB approved E QAmong its main activities were the Nowhere is the gap between rich and A Conference on Security and Current EU initiatives at home as well
20th century has left many nations quesin loans. This year, the EuropeanCopenhagen 'shopping list' of projectgpoor more apparent, while divisionsCooperation in the Middle Eastas abroad will probably culminate during
tioning their own roles in the inexorable Commission has since January alreadgnd the MENA Economic Summits. Thebetween and within states seem tgCSCME) was called for in the PeaceFrance's presidency in the later half of
process of political and economic global committed| P in Palestine alone.  entire multilateral process, includingincrease by the week. Meanwhile, civilTreaty between Jordan and Israel, yetext year. President Nicolas Sarkozy has
isation, and perhaps Europe, with its long But has Europe's financial aid broughtREDWG, foundered in the quagmire ofsociety struggles to find a role in commu now over a decade later that idea has diglready spoken of a “Mediterranean
history of political and cultural domi peace any closer? The Palestiniathe Israeli-Palestinian stand-off after thenity and state decision-making.appeared from the agendas of governUnion” modelled on Europe's post-World
nance, is the most at sea in all thiAuthority has received more per capiteelectionof Benjamin Netanyahu's Likli Regrettably EU policy towardsWest ments both in theMiddle East am  War Il peace and integration project, and
realpolitik. Yet surely the continent that aid than did post-war Europe under thgsovernment in 1996. Surely EuropeansAsia North Africa (WANA) often rein  Europe. The establishment of a CSCMElthough much clarification is needed of
forged so many ties, both productivelan Marshall Plan, but the politics of theabove all, should appreciate that tdorces these divides by applying very-dif based on the experience Europe accumthis Euro-Med “Union” and how it might
painful, with the Middle East has a vital Israeli-Palestinian conflict have scup-weather political and economic stormsferent terms of reference to the haves arldted and which led to the creation of thdit with the Barcelona Process and the
role as the facilitator of dialogue andpered any hopes of a broader regionany attempt to build regional commonhave-nots — European NeighbourhoodSCE now needs the backing of powerEuropean Neighbourhood Policy, it looks
development? Chris Patten, the EU's forEuro-Mediterranean framework offegin policies must be based on more thatrolicy for the poor contrasts with theful and committed allies. the sort of initiative that could breathe
mer external affairs commissioner has policy of dialogue and investmentinvestment opportunities. EU's Gulf Cooperation Council dialogu ~ With today's emphasis on military new life and high politics into a now inef
pointed out how, just as the “reconcilia-capable of making a real impact on the A decade ago, the Jordanian governfor the rich. action in the so-called war on terror, thefective Barcelona Process.
tion of France and Germany was the-nedives of millions. Project-based invest ment proposed to the American co-spon- The Middle East urgently needsp- need for a CSCME combined with a sta- Tony Blair's new role as Special Envoy
essary and admirable European acconmment has had little effect on the peacsors of the Multilateral Process two addi port in creating a regional stability char bility charter has become more urgenpf the Quartet creates another “new”
plishment of the 20th century, ...(so)...process. From the Barcelona process, th@onal working groups. The five areaster to encompass codes of conduct, goatean ever. The CSCME must articulateEuropean protagonist on the Middl
reconciling theWest and the Islamic Five Plus Five Dialogue, the Europeanwhich they had defined — Refugeesfor regional cooperation and theecha mechanisms for enforcing regionalEastern stage. His task is, to say the least,
world, with Europe acting as a hingeNeighbourhood  Policy, to the Environment, Viiter, Regional Economic nisms of a regional cohesion fund to tackpeaceA regional matrix can be drawap  daunting and his mandate has yebéo
between the two, is a major task for theMlediterranean focus of the OSCE,Development and Arms Control andle under-development and fund the buildio help identify priorities through a three-defined. Theend of mission report of the
21st". Europe's well-meaning participation inRegional Security — seemed inadequatig of infrastructure. This international pronged strategy based on energy anidrmer UN EnvoyAlvaro de Soto on the
European policy in the Middle Eastpeace and prosperity-building in theas an agenda for regional cohesion. Theommitment to stability will require water policy, arms control and debtintricacies of Quartet proceedings shows
became the litmus test of a new commoMiddle East has lacked durability andJordanian government believed thasome brave steps from regional and norreduction. This process must inevitablyhow difficult the peace process has
foreign and security policy after the fall vision. Human Rights and Energy could not beegional players. The complementaritiesnvolve us in the interlinked issues ofrou become, and it seems obvious that Blair
of the BerlinWall. Now, almost 30 years It has become starkly obvious, thereignored if true and lasting peace was tdetween countries rich in humanage, including the strategic dimensions ofill have to include Hamas and Syria in
after the groundbreaking 198@enice fore, that peace in the Middle East willbe achieved. Their response was thaesources and oil-producing states shouldnergy and global resource allocation. any new discussion as a “West Bank
Declaration in which the EU's then ninenot be born out of projects. Rather, it willthese were very sensitive issues, yet ibe harnessed, while energy-derived Inits 2003 European Security StrategyFirst” policy is surely destined to the
member states expressed their support f@merge from a concept that respects-deithe wake of 9/11 democratisation andnvestment must be diverted from the oldthe EU stated th&effective multilateral- same fate as former peace plans.
Palestinian self-determination, surely theity and addresses existential neefls. human rights became priorities for a verymarkets of th&Vest to the Gulf's troubled ism” must form thecore of Europe's fer Europe's contributions to our region
time has come to take stock of Europe'stability charter to address the concerndifferent agenda. hinterland. The ultimate result would beeign relation's mindset. Javier Solan&dave been great. Funding from Brussels
involvement in the region, and to askof people in terms of land ownership, As the Middle East lurches from crisisan intra-independent Middle East thaildded at the United Nations Securityand from member states has helped to
how Europeans can help to move itfor economy, demography and supra-natiorto crisis, it has become ever clearer thdbsters stability and nurtures growth.  Council in September 2004 that wittiou alleviate the suffering of many people
ward to peace and prosperity. al cooperation must form the core ofwe need nothing less than a new regional The crisis-ridden Middle East regionthe framework provided by the UN, while compassionate community-build
Many Europeans seem to share thifuture dialogue and investment. Fororder in which human security is under needs more than troops to end frictiorfinternational relations would amount toing efforts by European individuals and
belief, but as Brussels considers yet agaipeace to take root, long-term regionapinned by hard security mechanismsand suffering, and Europeans might welhothing more than destructive competi-organisations have emphasised the tru
how to enter the fray of talks it mustinterests must overcome national agenThis is the vision that will facilitate peacelook close to home to find the sort oftion”. closeness of those who share a common
respond to former Israeli Prime Ministerdas. It is this vital multilateral ethos thatfor future generations. The recent Aratmodel we need. The Helsinki Process The continuing crisis in the Middle Mediterranean history. It is vital that
Ariel Sharon's scornful comment that inEurope must champion, so that divisionLeague Peace Initiative marks an imporwhich emerged from the tensions of theEast offers Europe an opportunity to acexperience and commitment be framed in
the region “you are payers, not players”’and disillusionment can be consigned tdant step forward in regional thinking,tbu cold war addressed basic security,-ecan these past declarations. Portugal's E@vision for our region and that Europe's
Some parties in Europe may have alignethe history books just as they were inasTony Blair has said, “principles with- nomic and social concerns. Admirably presidency aims to renew EU foreignheritage of hope becomes a model for the
themselves too closely with the UnitedEuropeafter World War II. out power is futile”. | believe a stability Helsinki held that a human dignity divide policy in the Mediterranean and Africa peoples of the Middle East.

The Haunted America | The transatlantic index

By: Naseem Javed 5
€ By: Dominique Moisi

ayers notplayers”
said Israel's Ariel
Sharon of the EU,
and Prince El

ident, and ask very fequestions. leading to an inviting charm. After all, thi

Secondlythe 20-30% of the populationis how American image was build in th
ountries are like little homes;is comprised of first to few generatiorfirst place.
they house a nation, hbl immigrants and their extended families As a rule, if it has cost trillions to ge
ideologies and provide shelthat have settled primarily within urbanwhere America is on global publiopin

incarnation of the American dream.Britain’s Gordon Brown, Merkel, and
He is the son of immigrants, theSarkozy — all belong to a generation

t ow should we assessoutsider whose rise to the top isthat is no longer emotionally moved

ter and comfort to its peoplesectors and have succeeded in commerdiath today, then it is easily understandahle the | st_ate lati of I|V|nghproof of Frer;]ch opegness. d _by th_e prt(])chlt kOf . hEuropean
in hopes that the occupanenterprise, focusing on growth. Thewhy it would cost a similar amount to fi transatlantic relations In the US, too, the attitude towardsintegration. Their links with Europe
will nurture better ideas for themselvesnake upa significant portion of the eco the damagesNations can only hope tg nowadays®ith anod  the alliance with Europe has changed they exist at all — are at best

re to Wall Street, we can mightily. The failure in Iraq, the risk rational, not emotional. But will cool
g say that the Alliance is up, Europe isof an “Iragization” of Afghanistan, rationality be enough to creata
flat, and the United States is clearlyand Russia’s newfound assertivenesBuropean security pillar within the
s down. have moved America from téa context of the Alliance?
te The Alliance is “up” for one key arrogant diffidence that characterized As for America, it is “down” in
in reason: the warming of Franse’ most of Bush's presidency ta terms of both “soft” ideological
bY relations with the US following rediscovery of the Alliance’s value. power and “hard” military power
' Nicolas Sarkozy's election as French America needs allies, and is notThe US remains by far the worid’

" president. For the first time sincepreoccupied by their potential strongest country, particularly in
harles de Gaulle established théndependent strength. As one topnilitary terms, but it is confronted
Fifth Republic, France’s priority is American diplomat put it, “The last with fundamental questions about the
no longer to live inopposition to tle  worry | have when | wake up at threeuse and utility of force at a time when

us. in the morning is that Europe ispower is relative.

4 The signs of this shift are becoming too strong.” Today, Americans and Europeans

n profound, even spectacular. Fraan  But rapprochement betweenalike must demonstrate modesty

toughening of France’s positioon France and the US should not hidéJnlike when the Alliance was

d Iran to a real warming of relationsother realities. First, in Afghanistan, created, a multi-polar world system
with Israel, not to mention symbolic NATO is in danger of suffering its has taken shape, in which tiAests

N gestures like Sarkozy’s summerfirst military defeat. Where will the demographic and economic share has

Y vacation in America, or Foreign new troops that are needed coméallen, and in which it must now

€ Minister Bernard Kouchnér arrival  from? And a key member of thecompete with succesdfu

%‘;in Baghdad, this is a New FranceAlliance, Turkey, may beabout to authoritarian models such as China
one seriously considering a return teembark in a dangerous militaryor even Russia.

.t NATO's integrated military structure. adventure in Kurdish northern Irag.  In this new context, solidarity is as

ot France’s shift is the result of both Second, one cannot speak otrucial as evelOpinion about the US

e. political calculus and deeply felt NATO without making noting that remains largely negative in Europe,

and further flourish humanity. Such ar@omic pillar in society, and are forced témprove their domestic issues first, befo
primary desires and goals of most courkeep a close eye on global affairs, whicteflecting out to the world and preachir
tries on this small planet. America is nanay directly or indirectly affect their ven to the rest of the neighborhood.
exception. tures. Theyare active on the global scene. In commercial terms, American brang
For decades, billions of people around Then there is an extremely smalhave lost their luster at an alarming rg
the world slept at night on empty stomremaining percentage of people comprisetiiring the last five years, and are now
achs amidst dreadful circumstances, oftef the administrative gatekeepers, residirggrious danger of being overpowered
dreaming of the freedoms and liberties afithin each state capital, overseeing tH&rand new identities arising from all ove
America, which they likened to a greatemainder of the population with specifithe newly repositioned world. This supe
land, a paradise and a final destinaticegendas to lead the country. Thi®wer accelerated nouveau-consumerism has
point. The best and brightest of the worldroup has become so preoccupied withe making of this global shift increasing
gravitated to the great USA in search aflentifying an evil that exists outside itdy permanent on brand image leadersaip
golden opportunities; in hordes they camelpors, that it has lost the capacity to idemosition that the USA onaaroudly held.
and en masse they settled. Ameridiy any possible evil within. The future is clearly drawn out for ne
became the nation which acknowledged These three groups of the nation a@ountries currently engaged in tryingto
greatness and provided the driving force toexisting despite their three very separatieis global-image-creation-wizardry wit
allow the dreams of small, ordinary peopldirections. There is nothing wrong witHull force while the early signs indicate
to take form and flourish. Free fronthis as similar breakdowns exist in majormajor world-wide mega branding an
restrictions, allowing grand expressiongy of the other hundreds of nations. global-image-repositioning shift.
with extraordinary liberties, that no other How can this great nation housed
nation in the history afankind has been Trillion Dollar mas k America immediately nurture harmon|
able to match at such a grand scale.  Can this badly damaged image of Americaithin, balance the out-of-touch extrem
But currently, it seems that this home de fixed today and by whom andveltat ideologies among republicans and dem
the Americamation has started to resemcost? What must it include a new costumeats, educate its youth that is currently t
ble that old mansion, elegantly pristing bua new mask or a new heart? These are véoywest among G8 and slipping into th
known to be haunted, sitting at the end ahportant underlying questions, but théevel of developing countries? It mu
that dead-end-street where ghosts, mystiggest question remains; can an entif@ve a nation that deeply engages in
rious apparitions and unexplainable sigrsountry be branded to the rest of the woridg and really take care of its own peop

al

D

have emerged. This planet, like an oloh the same fashion as a breakfasreal Most importantly, it needs real guts ar
street is already full of such haunted housr laundry detergent? The answer is a flatust once again re-learn to face the tr
es, which at times seem abandoned; lifao. Only the branding-circus would com@nd move forward in the good, old-fas

less and unable to give or receimeigh  up with such a fake, superficial, logo-eenoned American style.

borly warmth; factors so critical for anytric-slogan-happy attempto rebuild a

America really haunted?

The Three Americans past; firstly, nations are already brandegbtes at the doors, the voting will occ

We can easily divide the citizens ofover decades and centuries by their histeia untraceable digital wizardry and gn

America into three key groups. Thiest ries and cultural interactions andhat chilly November night, the comple
group makes up the majority of theexportable identities. electoral system will toy withAmerican
American population; the 70-80% of A global image is not in the handsaf democracy The big question now i

d emotion. For Sarkozy, the French arehe Alliance’s twin pillars — Europe and will remain so at least until the
thnot anti-Americans, but simply anti- and the US-are not in great shape. IfUS presidential election in 2008.
Bush. In his willingness to break Europe is “flat,” one reason isLikewise, US perceptions of France
with the past — in particular with Sarkozy. He may be encouragingand of Europe are only slowly

ytric- _ _ ~ Come next Halloween, after all the Jacques Chirac’s legacy — and imews for the Alliance, his Europeanimproving.
country on the global scene. But imation painted with banners and Jbilltrick-or-treating and childish pranks afe adding a global spin to his “mandatepolicy is a source of worry for

boards. In reality, countries cannot bever, the real hunt will start again, this for change,”
branded in such a simple process from thiene the masked people will beg for the !

It is only by respecting au

Sarkozy is paving theEurope. While Sarkozy claims thatcommon values and not exacerbating

way for the post-Bush America thatEurope is his priority, his methodsour differences that thé/est will be

will soon be here. seem to contradict his intentions.  able to reinvent itself. The Alliance
He knows that the “return of The difficult personal chemistry he may be “up,” but its outlook remains

France” as an influential actor inhas with German Chancellor Angelauncertain.

Europe presupposes a France that Merkel is reinforced by his constant

which live happily across the rich land; th@olling company or controlled by a brandwhether the haunted house will turn full closer to America, which will attacks on the European CentraDominique Moisi, a founder and

nicest bunch who are content with theing agency, rather, they take form in theloom or become scarier, as it engages
daily lives, sports, cheap tobacco anchinds of the global massesho paint more unexplainable events and craves
liquor, often oblivious to the affairs out-their own mental picture based on theimore burnt offerings?

side their own state, never mind the globewn interpretation of a nation. Therefore
Often challenged with the simple andt demands an awesome force, as the-glddaseem Javed, columnist, lecturer a
basic choices between paper or plastial public will not be swayed by ad-camworld recognized authority on brand iden
smoking or non-smoking, they hardlypaigns, rather by the exuberance of sintity and global imagerepositioning.

vote, hold faith in their flag and their prescere and honest truth and internal fixingj@njabc.com - wwabcnamebank.com|

inautomatically bring France closer toBank and its president, Jean-Claud&enior Advisor at Ifri (French
forGermany and Great-Britain, not toTrichet. One cannot simultaneouslyinstitute for International Relations),

mention Poland and Italy defend the Alliance in the name ofis currently a Professor at the

Emotionally, too, “Sarkozy the Europe and weaken Europe with fitsCollege of Europe in Natolin,
nd American, Sarkozy the doer,” wh of populism and economic Warsaw

wants to be judged byis actions, nationalism.

tends to see himself as a Gallic Europe’s three key new leaders Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2007.
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Mandaeism: A religion in perll

About 106 Mandaeans were murdered in Irag because of theireligious

"There is a very strong trust thatwho work directly in assisting the Mandaeans are now...

having toHattom's future children — and more so

beliefs, 207 kidnappings wereeported along with 227 threats and assaults Mandaeans haveowards each other,” Americans in trying to maintain the assimilate in western cultures, it doedis grandchildren -will probably forget

from 2003 to 2006, according to the Mandaeans Human Rights Report of Hattom adds.

2007. Most Mandaeantoday are refugees
But who are the Mandaeans?
Yaniv Berman looks into the beliefs and persecution of one of the smallestcentral Europe, Canada and Australialran
faiths in the world.

situation in Irag," Esselle explains.

countries bordering Iraq from which better than inlraq, butonly when it

. they escaped. comes to their personal security.
by the Mandaeans as a Christian, nor as Hattom, 35, is an exceptioworking

a Jew.
The most important ceremonies in
ith between 50,000- Mandaeism are baptism and the "ascepy,o

Written By: Yaniv Berman,

The Media Line Ltd

in Rosetta Stonea language teaching allowed to complete their

U.S., isolated from fellow practice various occupations,” the

seem
Mandaeans would die out,” Hattom "You would have to conclude, based
living in dose communities, mainly in Mandaeans in the Islamic Republic of says.
Hattom himself is an example for thisforcing them to assimilate for their own
survival in westerncultures... and the

American-Christian, who shows muc fact that people begin toarry outside of

interest inMandaeism, butould neve
"Their sons and daughters are nobecome aMandaean, as this religio would get increasingly diluted and
higher does not except new believefdthough eventually would become extintt,

Many also live in Syria and Jordan,Thestuation of the Mandaeans in Iran isprocess.

software company, Hattom is living in education, norare they allowed to he strivesto preservehe old customs,

likely that eventually thethem with time.

on logic, that dispersing them and then

Hattom is married tan

their religion more andmore, that

Hattom concludes

it

70,000 believers of the soul" ceremonies. Mandaeans.

worldwide,  Baptism takes place on Sundays. | have to practice my culture by Sattar Jabbar Hilu, told The Media Line.

Mandaeism is one consists of a threefold complete, ceff he says. Hilu says the 6,000 Mandaeans living
of the tiniest threefold “signing” of the foreheadlith today in Iran have no representative in

religions in the world; and if nothing water, a threefoldraughtof water ad  paifigm the parliament or thgovernment ad

dramatic changes sooi,is probablya the crowning with a myrtle wreath. v \andaeans share a very strongre lacking civil rights.

matter of a few decades before it willBaptism can take place only in flowingpgjie in the sanctity of all life. They are  The 2004 report othe Mandaean

vanish from the world. water, hence in rivers. All rivers fit for oyieme pacifists in the way they interacHuman Rights organization affirms
In the past two millennia, the baptism bare the name Jord¥ardane). i eachother andwith the external Hilu's claims. Accordingo the report,

Mandaeans have resided along the bank The other important rite is th@ass ommunity. There is a preference amongpb possibilities, as well as educationa

of the Lower Euphrates affagris rivers ~ for thedead, or rather the ascent of Sou\1angaeans to be vegetarians so as notépportunities, are very restricted for

(in southern Iraq) and alortge nearby to the World of Light. It is & (546 4 fife of arenimal, although eattn Mandaeans and other non-Musli
Karun River (Iran). The rise of Saddamcharacteristic feature of the Mandaeag,aatis not considered a sin. minorities in Iran. Because of their

Hussein to power and more g civi ~ religion to resolve theroblem of death i pacifism is also one of theain ~ status, by virtue of their religion,
war which followed his demise in 2003by firm belief in the after life of the Soul. roa5ongyhy their religion is threatened. Mandaeans are considered unclean a
have caused this tiny community toThe ritual performances
spread around the world and face one @feremonial meals.

the greatest threats to its existence.

include pyost if not all, Mandaeans do not carrycannot be employed in any job related t
any kind of weapon. Not having anthe production or sale of food.

o armed organization to protect theim One occupation long open

Hospitality post-Saddam Iragas turnecthem into  Mandaeans has begawelry making.

Waiting for a Call ~ Living today in the United States, oaqy targets to Muslim extremistsHowever, according tdhe report, tie
In 1992, 'Abd A-Razzaq Finjan Esselle Hattom was born in Baghdad. g s as well as Shiites. Iranian Jewelers’ Association, who

Shamkhi, a communications engineesStory which runs in his family goes as  1o4ay only 5,000 Mandaeans are lefexercises control over the issuance g

and a dissident, was under constarfpllows: . Irag.  Difficult  economic official licenses, has decided in 2003 tg
surveillance at the hands of the Iragi Backin the 19th centuryHattom's  jcymstances make it hard for théon issue new job licenses to Muslim

security services. At one point he was jewelers onlyMandaean jewelers were
arrested and faced the death sentenc According tothe “Mandaean Human Rights Reportf 2007, from  not allowed to apply for new licenses,
Luckily for him, Shamkhiwas released - 2003 through 2006, 106 Mandaeans were murdered in Iraq becausethufs depriving young Mandaeans of ong
and escaped with his family from Iraq tc g eir religious beliefs.For the same time period, 207 kidnappings wereof the few occupations theywere
V?/ﬁﬂr?]?srkbg% a;rel\j;:::egﬁthgg dgloar?w(‘ reported, as well as 227 threats and assaults.addition, there have &llowed to practice.

security services persecuted him just ¢ been 4}1 displacementwithin Irag and 33 forc_ed conversions.
they did any other politicatissident According to the report, Mandaeans have fled their homes in respons
But Shamkhi's relatives, who remainec t0 threatening letters and their property was confiscat&€ce majority of Mandaeans is scattered
in Irag, are now facing a completely Mandaeans have no voice in the Iraqgi parliament and no direct coyqund the world nowadays, is working
different kind ofpersecution. nection to any member of government, the government has taken ligle another catalyst toward

"I still have cousins and sisters there action to protect them, the report added. annihilation of Mandaeism.

in Falouja,” Shamkhi says in an Ag 3 result of their persecution, over 90 peragfrthe Mandaeans had ~ "Unfortunately, | think because of
facts governingbeing atthe Diaspora

interviewwith TheMedia Line. 164t |raq in the past four years since the war in Iraq started.
They are in a terrible situation. which is wherethe majority of the

to

Marriage outside theReligion
eI'he fact that the overwhelming

Mandaean religious leader, Kenzeffra

.
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LANGUAGE INSTITUTE

Positions Available for

TEACHERS OF ENGLISH AS A SECOND/FOREIGN LANGUAGE

YALI, the Yemen-American Language Institute, is seeking qualified and experienced
Teachers of English as a Second/Foreign Language
available as early as November, 2007. YALI was established by the U.S. Embassy in 1975
and is now managed by AMIDEAST, an international educational non-governmental
organization with programs in 12 countries throughout the Middle East. It is now the largest
English language institute in Yemen. YALI offers positions with a competitive compensation
1 ackage and the opportunity to work in a dynamic, international learning environment.

for the coming year, with positions

Requirements :

Bachelor < Vdegree with certification in Teaching English as a Second/Foreign
Language preferred.

Previous experience teaching ESL/EFL, with minimum two years preferred.

Fluency in English with a solid background in English language and basic classroom
teaching methodology using the Communicative Approach.

Highly developed communication, interpersonal, and leadership skills, ability to coach
students and work cooperatively with colleagues, adaptability, flexibility and creativity
a must.

Yemeni citizenship preferred. Applications from especially well-qualified non-Yemenis
will be considered.

Women are especially encouraged to apply for these and all positions at YALI.

Responsibilities and Duties:

Teach English as a Second/Foreign Language following established YALI guidelines,
using acceptable communicative language teaching strategies and methodologies.
Prepare lessons, supplemental materials, activities and quizzes as required.

Assign and correct homework, score quizzes and exams, evaluate student progress
and assign end of term grades to each student fairly and objectively.

Work individually with students as needed and collaborate frequently and routinely
with other teachers to ensure state-of-the-art teaching methodology and creative
activities.

Attend staff meetings and workshops as required.

To Apply:
Submit cover letter and CV by hand to the YALI Reception Desk, to the attention of the

Academic Coordinator or by email to yali@amideast.org

Yemen’s Premier Language Institute Since 1945

Minorities and followers of non-Muslim

religions are exposed tgrave dangers . escape, asell as a new reality which
such asmurder, kidnapping, rape andgreat grandfather received a guesbwhaes it almost impossible for them

forceful conversion of religion,” he says.he believed to be a Mandaean. After 2-3y7in 4 refugee status.

Shamkhi's family in Iraqg wea days of feeding and sheltering him, he wyastern governments by andrda
threatenedwith death if theydid not chanced to find out duringa y,neq a blind eyeto the Mandaean
convert. Some of themerebitten inthe  conversationvith the visitor, that he was cause,” Hattom says.
streets bylocal thugsfor refusing todo  Nnot a Mandaean and that he had in fact «gq, years and years vezuggled in
so.The civil war in Iraq is causing many arrived athe wrong house. Australia tohave Mandaeans recognized
power cuts and most are#s Faluja, "My great grandfather assumed this,g 5 persecuted minority and the
where Shankhi's family lives, areguy was a Mandaean and did not evep,sapyative government in Australia
disconnected from the telephosystem ~ ask him what his purpose was, or wha a5 pasically not interested  in
Shamkhi therefore has to wait,his lineagevas, buimmediately treated recognizing them. Even countries dik

ADRA

Qualifications:

Receptionist .

The Receptionist is responsible for:

» answering telephone calls, in Arabic and English

« dealing with visitors to the office

* managing the reception area

sorting and dispatching post

routine office administration tasks: filing, making travel bookings,
some translation work ®

Responsibilities:

sometimes over a month, until he get§im like he was a part of the householdye j 5 which has been instrumental in
news from Irag. and did not enquirefurther,” Hattan 5 ;sing thenassive catastrophe in Iraq,
Rights Report’ of 2007, from 2003 According toHattom, there is avery of gees per annum, and those people
through 2006, 106 Mandaeans werétrong family sentiment within the \hq'the U.S. is taking are mostly Kurds,
religious beliefs. For the same tim

period, 207 kidnappings were reporte .. BRITISH

addition, there have been 4 .. COUNC'L °
displacementsvithin Iraqand 33 forced

Mandaeans have fletheir homes in

response to threatening letters and thg

Mandaeans have no voice tine Iraqi

parliamentand nodirect connection to

government has taken little action t

protect themthe reportadded.

90 percentof the Mandaeans had leff °

Iraq in the past four years since ther wa °

According to the “Mandaean Humansays. only agreed to take in 7,000 Iraqi
murdered in Iraq because of theiMandaeans.
as well as 227 threats and assaults.
conversions. According tothe report, The British Council Yemen wishes to recruit a ¢
property was confiscated. Sincg
any member of government, th

As aresult of their persecution, over
in Iraq started.

Religious beliefs and rituals Essential competencies and skills:

The Mandaeans' monotheistic religisn i
one of the oldest ithe Middle East.
Followers of John the Baptist who dg

e Minimum of 2 years experience in a similar post
« Excellent communication skills

not recognizehe authority oflesusthe * Good tea_m-working skills _ _ .
Mandaeans follow a religion which hag * Fluent written and oral Arabic and excellent written and oral
strong ties to ancient Gnosticism English

The Mandaeans believe @Supreme + Computer literacy o
Being, Alaha. According tdheir holy How to apply? R

books, Alaha deputetie governance of
thematerial world - and even its creatiorn
- to regents. Thesweere spirits, 360 in
number, who sprang into existence g
their names were pronounced by th
Almighty, the tradition tells.

According to the Mandaean holy
books, Adam was the first to receive th
religious instructions of Mandaeism
Their last great teacher was John tl
Baptist (Yahya), who was not considere

Applicants should email recruitment@ye.britishcouncil.org for
a detailed job description and an application form.
CVs are NOT accepted.

Closing date for applications will be 7/11/2007

The British Council is an equal opportunities employer.

E-mail: adra@yet.ye

Creating opportunities for people world wide.

Vacancy Announcemen

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency(ADRA) is an internati
humanitarian NGO providing development services in Yemen Since
ADRA announces a job vacancy for the position of a female Project Manager
in Al-Hodida governorate (Hais district).

» University degree in Physical Therapy or Social work.
» Field Experience, preferably someone who has worked in rural areas.
Good verbal and written communication skills in English.
Excellent computer skills.

» Ability to meet deadlines, strong sense of responsibility

Ability to take initiatives and process a problem-solving attitude.
» Strong self-drive and time-management skills

» Coordinate the implementation of the project in accord with
propoal,donor agreement and ADRA Yemen policies

Submit monthly, quarterly and annual reports as scheduled.

* Submit monthly and quarterly work plans.

» Build the capacity of the project staff and mentor the management tgam
» Clearly define and coordinate the roles of all project staff and collabo
Analyze financial statements to ensure appropriate charging of ling
and a managed approach to cash flow

Establish strategic relationships with the beneficiary representatives
Represent the agency in meetings with the other implementing partngrs and
other meeting as necessary
The deadline for receiving applications is Thursday, November 8, 20(

Interested candidates are asked to submit their applications (includ
application letter with CV) to ADRA-Yemen fax: 01-510010 or

Only short listed candidates will be contacted.
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“Y” announces its Prepaid Service “ jolo:

in a big concert hosting the Super Star “Ragheb Alameh™ in §a_qg’a____

For the first time in Yemen, Sana 'a hosted the Lebanese Super Star
‘Ragheb Alameh" in a great concert in Al-Thawra Sports City on
Wednesday Oct 17th, organized and hosted by the new GSM Com-
pany "Y" celebrating the announcement of the Prepaid Service,

“Tamam”,

The invitafion to the Concer was open and no
enlrance feas ware raquired. It was altended by a
huge crowd excesding 40,000 people who rushed to
the stadiom starbing 500 PM oo Wednesday.
Evervbody was excited to see and listen tothe super
star, Ragheb Alamah. Ths obwviows enlhusiasm was
truly expressed through their constant cheerng all
throwgh (he evernt

The concerl withassed an incomparable affendance
from the public. This fact refiected both the
sigqniticanae. and  senoosness ol dhis  nifiative
undertaken by <YY", which made a free public invitation
for such an ewvent st such a fims, adding an
gxceptional joy o Erd Al Fitr occasion,

Ragheb Alameh inaugurated the concart, at B:00 pm,
with & small speesh in which he showed his deep love
for Yemen and asked God to protect the country unily
and palitical leadership

|- conzider Yemen my second and first couniry. Far
this reason, | am really glad 1o weleome you al this
event, which *Y™ sponsored, at the announcement of
Iz prapaid Service, “Tamam’,” Baghab said al the
start of his first song at the concert. He also added: *|
raally wish lor all ol you B be always “lamam” [Hins)
with *¥", which aflowed me to visit the country | love
wvary much.”

" enabled me to coms Irom Lebanon o Yermen, and
to bring along tons of love and warm greetings from
the Lsbaness people to al Yemsens who ae
celebrating today the launch of “tamam™ from ™", he
adde.

Ragheb sang a number of hits thal marked his carear
az a singer. He staded the evoning with a Yemen
song dedicated io-all Yemenis, "Sirmu-Hobbi™, which

revealed his free lowve o Al Mehdhar (the famous
Yemend writar and composer), Yemean and the Yeaman
art as a whole. He alko perfformed vanous Yemen
songs with his orchastra, in an almosphara full of joy,
misic and rhyithm. The arlist's performance was met
wilth applauss and admiration froam avanyone around

Aagheb kapl on deighlting his chaanng  awdience
through this unique concert that *Y" presented 1o the
Femsnl people, &5 part ol s cormamibmesnt to coniribote
i - the -development of the Yemend sociely and to
spread the smile an every lace.

At the end of the show, Raghah Alameh addrassed the
Yemen peopie, govemment and President All Abullah
Srleh, with a word of gratifude and wizhed everyone
success, thanks to the senvices offered by ™, raizing
his both thumbs up, more than once, in what was the
trademark sign °Y" used for its “Tamam” product

Ragheb Alamah was hosted by Yemend foralgn affalrs
minister, Or Abu Bakr AlQirki, who offered him a2
Yomeni gift in appraclation 1o his achlevements in the
domain of art,

The artist ended his rip with a visit o "Babb
al-Yamean”, which he considorad o be ong of he mosal
important tourist sites, He admired the place and its
histancal value. He was alst surroundad wilh crowds
who offered him souvenirs, reflecting thus: the
Yermenes usual gensrosily and  ther lowve and
appreciaton 1o him

¥ has made a commitment to the public 1o follow the
latest global technological standards in GE5M wirsless
telecommunications and enter the mobile market in
Yemen - aggressively  thmugh  providing . highly
competitive senvices. The company s in the final stage
to get ready commercially, and will soon announce its
official launch date and schedule of SIM cards
distribution to subscribers.

and Yemen is happy!

The new GSM network
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The Automotive Market in Yemen: surprising realities

and serviceable in most parts of the
country. He said that ibuying aToyota
heYemeniAutomotive maf  one cannot go wrong.
ket has witnessed several Most other retailers agree thatyotas
transformations during the are vehicles which are fairly appreciatec
last decade, mainly becausein the second hand market, which make
of globalization. There has them an attractive purchase for most cus
been several trends which the market hasmers, says Ahmed Dhab’an, anothe|
witnessed, first from the entry of largeused car dealer: “Toyotas have the.
numbers of used cars from Europe anddvantage of being trusted Bfemeni
other parts of the world to be sold incustomers, and in turn are welcome iri8
Yemen as pre-certified cars, to the arrivalhe used car market because demand f&&
of several brands of Chinese cars into ththese cars is almost constant”. i
country, to the more recent popularity of Indeed,Toyota is the market leader in
importing one or two-year old cars fromYemen, it controls the largest share o
neighboring countries, to the extent thahew car sales, with sales exceeding 70Q
Saudi Arabiavas the largest exporter of units in 2006thereby making a huggap
Cars toYemen in 2006YemenTimes between it and the second-best sgellef
surveyed the local market and spoken twhich is Korea's Hyundai, selling &=
several dealers, businessmen, and cuaround 2,200 vehicles in 2006.
tomers about their choices and the Deputy Director of Natco, the Sole
options in the local market. Agents of Hyundain Yemen, Mr. Jamal
Hussain Naser, a used car busines®bdulWasea' told Yemen Times that
man, stated that there is only one branthere will be some serious transforma
which most buyers have confidence intions within the new car automotive in
i.e. Toyota. He said thafoyotaVehicles the next year, stating that Hyundai hag
have all the factors that people look forachieved this sales surpassing severgoqem cars have better technology which prolongs the life of the vehéelnd lower running costs
within a car, mainly quality, power, good other more-established brandsyemen
resale value, availability of spare partsjn a few years. He added that HyundaPIas gained the confidence of tameni

By: Yemen Times Staf

" . Manager of Sabh@rading company, an
consumer because of its superb qualit BL_Jymg a car? Some advice . agent of Suzuki, disagrees, saying tha
and suitability to the local market, stat- CiVen the fact that automotive . siomers when they buy a new car the
ing that although Hyundai is being sold téchnology is advancing S|g_n|f| are sure that this car is under warrante
at a price on par with other Japanes cantly, all customers are advised and will serve them for many years trou
brands inYemen due unfavorable eur to buy newer car who are mer ble-free, and that peace of mind is very
rency fluctuations, Hyundai is still doing fuel efficient and are more capable important for many customers, especial
very well inYemen. compared toolder generations ly since new cars are increasingly morg

which are very likely to rundown technologically advanced and need spe

your budget because of wear-and-cialist care.

: Roaming through the used car market]
Hyundais, Chinese cars have succeede ﬁg;;?g;iu“ of using the car for one finds other models of cars which

in capturing a considerable segment o . . . have been imported from lands as far a
the new car market as well, Brands sucl |t IS @lso important to buy vehi o ynited States and the far east
as Cherry, GreatWall, chena, and Futal c!es which are popular an_d Pro- vehicles which have traveled many kilo-
have started to create their own marke vide good value at the time of meters but are still in good condition aref
due to their competitive pricing, resale, as well as vehicles wh@ar brought into the country and sold for
Nashwan Mahmoud, a Chinese car sale serviceable and there is abun- competitive prices. Sai¥assin Ghalib,
cleric, says that once consumers knov dance ofspare parts in the local animporterf used cars: “ we buy vehi-
that our designs, engines, and other con market. Another tip is to buy vehi cles for significantly cheaper prices from
ponents are identical to oldé'loyotas cles with high ground clearance the Unlyed States, put them in container:
and other Japanese cars, with the onl since theroads in Yemen are in and ship them t&emen, where we are
difference that they are only built in : able to sell them at competitive prices in
China, many customers welcome this constant need farepairs. the local market and yet make a gooc
knowledge especially since they see the . ) margin”.
considerable price difference. justifies the decision to buy the Chinese However, not all customers are satis
He adds: “we sell a pickup minibus for PiCK up, and in turn our sales continue tGjeq with buying used cars from other
7 thousand dollars, while the Japanes@limb”. _ regions, says Thabit Saeed, | bought
counterpart sells a similar one for 12 Customers also welcome Chines;seqToyota Camry which was brought
thousand, the price difference certainlycars. Hashim Al-Jarmouzi said thatfom the United States at a competitive
Chinese cars may not be as well-built a§yice however, | could not find suitable
their Japanese counterparts, howevegpare parts in the local market and i
they give an excellent value propositionyrobled me every time it needs mainte
which makes them an attractive buy nance. Along the same lines, Jamal
. Abdulwase’a reaffirms that as agents o
Used cars entering the market Hyundai they meet with customers who
It has become a phenomenon to find th%ought such” imported cars but wer
latest models of cars on sale in th§naple to find spare parts for, advising
domestic market at a considerably diSthem to restrict themselves to buying
counted price, says Khalid A., you findyenicles which were made for this
last yeais model sold with a 30 percent region.
discount compared to the new one you e added: “we test each and every
drive off the show room, he added thatyode| before selling it here, to ensurd
the significant difference in price tyat it will be suitable to the local market
between the same car from the showyng the driving needs ¥emen”, he also
room and another one with 20 thousandqgeq that Hyundai offers conditional
kilometers divert sales from new carfye-year warrantees because of the com

dealers. ) _pany’s confidence in their cars which
However, Tariq Sabha, Commercial \yere made for this region.

OPM Aden
et

Aden Container Tarminal

A third group?
Apart from the Toyotas and the

The

Volunipey Staly .

83)

CARS: Used cars from the United States and otharegions are available in the
market, so buyer becomes which vehicle do you buy
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Tender for providing Lashing / Unlashing Service fo

Aden Container Terminal

he
2

-

1. OPM (Aden) LLC wishes to invite tenders for t
provision of Lashing / Unlashing Service for Ad
ContainerTerminal.

. Interested parties can get a copy of the tender do
ments and submit their bid to the following addre

ACT Business Centre
- Aden Container Terminal
”‘\ Caltex — Aden

. The interested party will have to provide a copy
their Trade Registration Card, experience testim
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S‘:'farming activities with the objectivi

Business

INn Brief

National Wage strategyready to be

implemented

be implemented

per year, the second phase
the national wage strategy w
starting th

osting over 100 billion riyal$

of
I
s

November , with an average walys

increase of 15,000 riyals (25 perce
The strategy will also include a mec
anism to alter the pay of employees
accordance to performance, throu
monitoring and evaluation form
which will be distributed to all gov
ernment bodies.

Al-Mutawakel: We ought to coop
erate better with privet sector

inister of Trade and Industry
M Dr. Yahya Al-Mutawakel

admitted that the goverr
ment of Yemen ought to coopera
better with the privet sector especia
with small and micro enterprises. k
also stated that upcoming Arg
regional conference which will b
held in the end of upcomin
November would be an opportuni
for theYemeni Small and Micro ente
prises to exhibit its products and bu
ness opportunities on the sidelines
the conference.

agendawith WT O
COrganization, headed by prin
including proposed sectors to
in order to ensure that théemeni

Yemen approves negotiation
ommittee to negotiatéemens
accession to th&Vorld Trade

minister Mujawar, has approved t
negotiation agenda with the WT
exempted from liberalization, alor]
with other conditions to be negotiat
economy is positively affected by th
accession.

Hodieda Social welfare office steps
up poverty reduction
activities

he Hodieda Social welfa

I office has announced that ov

700 thousand persons ha
been assisted as a result of thigcefs
social welfare programs. Director
the office stated that an additional
thousand families have been assig
during 2007, through social welfa

payments and small grant schemes.

Yemen Postal Service
to bereformed

T he General Post Authority h

approved a reform plan aimir

at doubling the network of po
offices, as well as establishing
speedy courier service within th
country. The plan includes reformi
and digitizing the current systems
the postal system iviemen.

Yemen & South Korea discuss eco
nomic & development
cooperation

fficials from  Yemens

Ministry of Planning and

International  Cooperatio
have met with a South Korean dele
tion and discussed South Kore|
developmental assistance ¥@men,
including the establishment of a veg
tional training institute, as well 3
enhancing business relations betw
the twocountries.

GlAto reform Investment
laws in Yemen
he  General
r I Authority will reform the lega
framework and investment la;
in Yemen, through a US$ 6 million 3
year consultation project, which w
nbe undertaken in cooperation with
I'International Finance Corporation.

Shrimp-farming restarted in Aden
he center for fisheries farmin

3UI in Aden has announced am
L tious plans to restart shrinj

of exporting the produced output
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overseas markets. Shrimp farming has

been suspended for five years dug
lack of operating resources for t
project.

Hadhramout expands wheat
production and marketing
ver 213 tones of locally-prd
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als, list of existing customers and Company prof
together with their duly sealed and priced tender a
submit by hand to the tender box located in
address above no later than 12:00 noon
November 2007.

. Any quotes received after this time will not be en
tained.
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duced wheat has been distr
uted to local markets a&
@tail price of 3600 Riyals per a 50-
sack, compared to over 5000 Riy.

er a 50-kg sack of imported whe
Bhe center for increasing agricultu
production in Sayun, Hadhramo
stated that it plans to produce over 5
riones of wheat during the agricultu
season 2007/2008 in order to expa
local production of wheat.
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The Youth Forum section is an uncensored space for you th-related issues written by

Yemen Times readers.

The miens of joy and fraternity during festivity

ages, humans have celebrated witkurn into lasting gloominess.
special occasions. Also noticeable are some people
For instance, ancient Egyptianslamenting and moaning about
celebrated the festival day in order tesomething lost that has been covered
come together to express their pleasureith the dust of time or something out
and delight after completing theirof hand, as if these people couldn’t
work. The Qur’an speaks of this whenfind any other day to think about or
Moses came to Pharadb confront lament their problems except this
him about the pretext of believing in beautiful day.
God but supporting that with Actually, regret and sadness on the
supernatural miracles: day of eid will never be the remedy for
[Pharaoh] said, “Have you come totragedies. Rejecting delight,
us to drive us out of our land with yourextinguishing every beaming cheek
magic, O, Moses? Then we will surelyand submitting to gloom and grief
bring with you magic like it, so make have nothing to do with solving even a
prayer after taking a hot shower. They between us and you an appointmensimple problem. Such things spoil the
also are required to eat a few dates giocial solidarity and merriment which we will not fail to keep and cheerful spirit of eid through
something like that, symbolizing the commonly are observed in visits to theneither will you, in a place assigned.”lamentation and sadness over trifles.
end of the fasting month of Ramadanhomes of relatives, neighbors andMoses] said, “Your appointment is on Let us rejoice together at festivity!
From this moment, life begins to friends to exchange congratulations. the day of festival when peopleLet hearts be reconciled and souls be
spread out into veins and the day’s In fact, Eid Al-Fitr is a time to make assemble at mid-morning.” (Taha 201oyal toward one another. Let us
splendor commences its appearance ipeace with all bodies standing in front57-59) happily and peacefully play and leave
the atmosphere with the goldenof you and a manifestation of cheer, Thus, feasts in the ancient ages weraorry aside.
sunrise. The male family memberssplendid happiness and pleasureither for relieving one’s feelings after Let us renew the treaty of fraternity
then attend special congregationaherein people come together witha long period of hard work and fatigueand uniy. Let us dream of a promising
prayers — held only on this occasion -their souls and goals. or for reminding people via an actualfuture for our homeland. Let us live a
in mosques, large open areas, stadiums Eid is the melodious chant sung byincident that sometimes related to theitife full of optimism, happiness and
or arenas. Women sometimes get t&hany poets, as it's a day bestowed foliving, such as specifying a certain dayanimation.
pray in those mosques with a seconghildlike innocence. With merriment for harvest, etc. It can be said that in In fact, eid is a radiation dispelling
floor especially for them. on their faces, children reflect uponancient nations, feasts were times ofthe dark that engulfs souls and the
The prayer generally is short andadults because children are the floweramusement and diversion. despair that confines hearts; however,
followed by a sermon. After of life that splash their essence onto a On this excellent occasion, I'd like the joy of festivity isn't sensed by
completing the prayer, images ofcertain space of existence. to address those fathers who give theithose whose hearts are malevolent,
fraternity and overwhelming joy Indeed, the festival day haa children absolute freedom to playwhose consciences are deceitful or
attract one’s attention as congregantdistinct flavor from the rest of the yearwherever and whatever they wishwhose souls are overwhelmed with
embrace each other in a spirit ofoecause it's a day uniting souls andarticularly the crackle of fireworks. greed. Last but not least, please, dea
sympathy, tolerance, peace, purity angpirits. Throughout history, we find Don't you see that it's perilous for reader, don't raise the white banner of
love, congratulating one another withthat feasts have existed since thehildren to do this? I'm afraid that the sorrow, but always smile because it is
a flow of joyous words. Afterward, creation of humankind, as down theinundating happiness of this day willeid. Happy New Year!

or an educated person, it’s

not ambiguous that

festivals are different in

their targets and kinds

from one country to
another. Feasts can be classified as
political, historical, social, aprioristic
or religious, and as many know, the
Islamic and Arab world just celebrated
a great religious occasion — Eid Al-
Fitr.

On the day of celebration, an
exemplary family awakens early
morning, its male members going to
the mosque to perform the dawn

By: Adel Hassan Al-Adlany
English language graduate
Amran Faculty
aladlany@yahoo.ao

Leisure’s pressure can be lethal

By: Saif Hamoud Maaoud Na’eim
Student in Sana’a Univ

Faculty of art English Dep.
Saif_dion@yahoo.com

The most essential question is hown the poetry world. job?. In the long run, don’t worry about
do we spend our free time?. Another point of learning to do noth- what still un-known for you and enjoy
Considerable choices to answer thisng in your free time is the center ofyour life in what you can to get the fruit
question for instance, some of us goereal rest. It isn't easy as it sound, abf success and to manifest your ne
to the net-cyber in order to have fun olleast for those who become work-future steps, just trust the voice within
0 express my own ideas inget information, whereas some othersddicted — doing nothing may bring upand exploit the opportunity of leisure
an article and send it to theprefer chewing Qat in a comfortableanxiety about being seen as bum oto find out something new in your per-
newspaper to be publishedcorner dreaming and building castles indentity crisis of who am | without my sonality.
is an extraordinary project the air. Going out is a welcome idea for
and motive idea to read those who used to work full time, while

more and more, therefore | am apprecireading and make up mind’s informa-

ator for you all in Yemen Times stuff tion is hardly ever exist. Further more,

especially the charger of this pageleisure can be enough reason for

Here | am writing to negotiate a com-depression and suicide in case lack of

mon and can be a lethal issue belongself-confidence and hesitating mentali-

the young before the adult of leisurety along with the instances around the

time. Through out our life we face awhole world of us including the poor

matter of leisure that can benefited ugnd the wealthy beside the normal and

or hurt us as well, however leisure hashe famous. A few examples had made

gotten a bad rap, and | invite you to reit through their loneliness; Emily

think your concept of leisure time. Dickenson is one of them.

It's not just what you do when you Dickenson is one of the greatest
not working, but it is a way of thinking, American poets whom sparkled
a way of being, and away of approachthrough thel9 century and she titled by
ing life that brings joy not just a dis- the hope and frustrated poet cause of
traction , a waste of time or a way toher life experiences that ended sadly
occupy the hours until one is workingmaking herpessimistic, whenever she
again. Hectic life style has made udried to be optimistic she fell gloomy
work, wish and bore rashly, we becomegain. After all, she chose being alone

By: Maged ThabetAl-kholidy
majed_thabet@hotmail.co

/
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Many happy returns,
dear readers

appy Eid dear readerschildren to be prevented from the

We must be happy for minimum things for such an occal

this occasion.lt is sion.

noticed that some We also can not blame society 0

people start hesitatinglife for this. But we should blame
to do the religious duties which theypurselves in case we ignore the
used to do in Ramadan. Some afsesWe should imagine ourselveg
them also behave in a different, payn their places to realize how bitterly
ing no attention to any religious othey suffer. For this reason, we cah
social instructions. offer simple things to them which

Actually, Ramadan’s end doest will surly mean great thinggor
mean the end of worship, and morahem.
behaviors. It is, on the other hand, We can not help all, but if every
the best chance to prove the sincene of us helps only the ona®und
ty, and honesty of the repent that wike neighbors, relatives, or friends
usually declare at the beginning ahere will be no longer poor people.
Ramadan. Here, | want all of us to Some people can not offer thei
keep in mind that we have to keep ifamilies even a single thing to cele
mind, first and for most, that “Allahbrate this occasion like others. The
is the God of all the months, not onlghildren may keep inside home
of Ramadan”. because they do not have new clotls
To prove the seriousness of ouike others, for example. In spite o

repent, we should do best to save thieis, most, or even some, do nqt
promises and vows that we declare abmplain, or ask others’ help. It real
the beginning of Ramadanly appreciated to help such people g
Everything good can be done in theuch a holy occasion.
other months “if we want to doWe  Visiting relatives and friends is
can pray on time in mosques, and dmother important pint that everyong
all the other religious dutieg/e also should not forget. During the wholg
behave morally with others, helpear, we claim that we are so bugy
poor people, etc. The only thing wehat we have no time to visit them.
need is a strong determination to On such an occasion, it is a reli
keep our repent; otherwise it willgious and social duty to pays visits tp
fail. relatives and friends. This is to break

Eid is a significant occasion forany gab with them, and widens inti
all. People forget the duty thaimag, respect and love.
should do on this occasion which is Itis not necessary to go there with
helping othersWe must not forget gifts as some people claim. It actua|
the poor peoplé/Ne may not be ablely depends on one’s ability. In case
to know and help all the poor peopleanyone can not take gifts, one shou
But we can do this for poor peoplego empty-handed, rather than hedi
orphans at least around us. tating to go.

Of course, everywhere there are Though these things seem to be
poor families. The bad circum-done for others, we win many things
stances of these people may turn thike happiness, comfort and othefr
happiness of Eid to sadness, and saeligious rewards. This is something
rowfulness in many respects. normal and no need to say that we

A poor father may commit a sui-should think of it through the mind’s
cide when he sees all children arourelye as usual.
celebrating this occasion with new
clothes, sweets, toys, etc, while his Majed Thabet Al-kholidy isa
children lack these all. He, somewriter from Taiz, currently doing his
times, can not offer them the esseM.A. at English DepTJaiz Uni. He is
tial food. It is not his mistake to bean ex-editor of English Journal of the
poor, and it is not the mistake of hitJniversity
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immobilized to enjoy our paste time.and that's what she did to discover who
The big wheal that keeps on turning ofis she in leisure. Dickenson wrote mag-
rush confuse us putting the new exactificent poem about what she never
steps for us to follow in order to refreshachieve through her life but she did
our ambitions. posthumously and left an obvious trace
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Duet of pain

By: Fuad Noman
fn_0012000@yahoo.com

With human respect.

Never, never, never,

The lion’s eyes have wept!
So, my pain has become a duet
As usual and maybe soon,
The frames of essence became
As an impassive Goth.

My elation would be quite mute
So, my soul’'s melody won't lilt
A tempting tune.

A mere of tears comes loose upon
A maid and a dame’s cheeks
Irrigated by a sorrowful fountain
Painting the image of a duet of pain.

Life’s malice driving
The wiser into the insane.

With any luck,
All birds drone alluring hymns.
Love has no shameful stain.
It falls in soul profluent
With twangs of rain,
Passing its best
In the river of veins.
Being same
In a thane’s blood and a swain’s,
A fervent love can be hained.
In the peace fane,
The duct of soul would be so plain.

Oh, my God!
Kindly save and bless
My vibrant heart.
My cute sense
Always terminates
At a bitter halt
In the rain of my eyes.
My soul's scream
Diving to melt my heart’s salt
To gain a deep quietude,
To grow with my innocent root
As my survival cure,
To be more pure
And whiter than a wisp of rime,
Trying to avoid
Life’s filth and grime.

In veracity,

Love became a big deal of trade,
No more than just a claim state.
It has not become naturally innate.

Only my heart,

For love can translate, Our planet is ill
As my soul’s waves, With a cruel time.
With the dawn'’s light softly vibrate. Life’s canto,

Written by a doleful rhyme.
Feeling my gone days as dolts,
My wit and reverie chained
By ghost’s bolts.

But in my soul’s ballroom,
My pretty vibes still dance waltz.

In love’s contest
My heart has been chosen
The first and best.
That is why
My gentle song is crammed
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Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs:

‘We are able to serve the world”

By: YemenTimes Staff

<4,

med Al-Jabri

or the first time, Shrig
Vayalar Ravi, Minister ofg
Overseas Indian Affairsg
visited Yemen on 13g
October and met with higrg‘
Yemeni officials including the prime
minister, foreign affairs minister ané;
minister of social affairs and labour. ~

“I came deliberately to this place
[Yemen]. This is my first visit. I'm not
going to other places. I'm proposed to
come again after a few months,” he
said.

“My purpose of the visit is to visit
the country and meet with high offi-
cials to discuss the relations between
India and YemenWe discussed bi-lat-
eral relations and ways of improving
them,” he said.

The minister added that another pur-
pose of his visit was to focus on the
welfare of the Indians community in

Yemen. “I had a meeting with the
Indian community in the Indian Shri Vayalar Ravi, Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs. Kerala. She was the President ofs founder president of the party's stuYoung Turk' staunchly backing the
Embassy had discussions with them”. Kerala State Mahila Congress. Shelents' wing in the Kerala Studentsleft-of-the-centre policies of Indira

According to the minister, in Yemen labour and social affairs. "She is conafter freedom and we are free markegontested elections in the citadal ofUnion in the early 1960s. He went onGandhi. He was elected to the Lok
Indians are working as middle labourcerned with the welfare of people. Shefor democracy .we are helping thecommunists since 1960. Ravi was marto become one of the youngest memSabha in 1971 and 1977.

technocrats, some of them are compdS Vvery positive and enthusiastic,” heworld in their national building. ried to Mercy, a writer and political bers of the Congress party's powerful Elected to the Kerala Assembly in
ny mangers and workers and a googaid. activist, in the year 1969. She isworking committee in the 1970s. 1982 and 1987, Ravi served as State
number of them worlas nurses in the Profile presently an MLA in the Kerala State Vayalar Ravi was considered Home Minister in 1982 to 1986.

health sector. Some also work in the o0i@5 million overseas Indians Shri Vayalar Ravi was born in 1937 inAssembly. They are blessed with a soyoung and dynamic leader since his Though a key figure of the anti-
industry. “They are very happy with- Ravi said that there are about 25 milvayalar, a village in Alappuzha District and two daughters. entry into politics. He has led the YouthKarunakaran axis for long, Ravi had a

out problems. They have been workindion Indians all over the world. In in Kerala, to a middle-class family. His  Now a Rajya Sabha member andCongressn the State and played a keybrief stint in the Karunakaran camp in
in the country for several years. AndYemen there are about 10,000 Indiansfather Mr. M.K Krishnan was a veteranuUnion Minister of Overseas Indianrole along with AK Antony (Former early 1990s. But he soon returned to
we are very confident that the govern- “We are able to serve the world byfreedom fighter, a social activist who Affairs, Ravi has also served as AICCChief Minister of Kerala) in building his traditional moorings as a vocal crit-
ment of Yemen will look after them the Supplying the man power in technolo-fought against untouchability and con-(All India Congress Committee) Congress as a mass force in Kerala big of Karunakaran.
nurses are very qualified and have bee@ly and education we are already theréinued as Secretary of SNDP TalukaGeneral Secretary and KPCC (Keralattracting people from all classes and A keen trade unionist, Ravi founded
trained in very good hospitals anddoing it”, he said. Committee for a long period. His pradesh  Congress  Committee)social groups to the party. several central government staff and
institutions,” he noted. The minister added: India is youngmother Mrs. Devaky Krishnan was apresident. The 1969 split in the Congress madd®SUs unions and has served on impor-
Ravi praised Yemen's minister of India even though we are sixty yeargprominent political congress leader of Ravi, 68, started his political careerRavi a nationally-known figure as atant labour-related panels at the Centre.

Odd News

Painting found in rubbish his 9-year-old son fell asleep on the— her daughter Sayde and Susan’s|sis

is masterpiece couch while watching a movie. Theyter Sarah accompanied Blake to the

NEW YORK (Reuters) — The treas awoke about 3 a.m. Friday to find theirpark thisweek. Susan found a 1.47-
ure that a Nework City woman saved home on fire after hearing the fam#y’ carat stone and some smaller geéms
from the rubbish — a stolen master Amazon parrot, Peanut, imitating a fireMonday

piece by Mexican artist Rufino alarm. “We're going back out todayve’'ll

Tamayo — is expected to go for as “He was really screaming his headtake a lunch and then go back into the

much as $1 million488,000 pounds) off,” Conwell said. field,” Blake said.

at auction next month. The smoke alarm had activated, but More than 700 diamonds have hg¢e
Elizabeth Gibson will get a $15,000it was the bird’s call that caughtfound at the park this year

reward for returning “Tres Personajes”Conwell’'s attention. The Crater of Diamonds park is the

(“Three People”) to its rightful own  “I grabbed my son and my bird, andworld’s only diamond-producing sife

ers, as well as an undisclosed pereengot out of the house,” haaid. open to the public and visitors cpn

age of the auction price. The fire destroyed the homelsing keep the stones they dig up. The

Nearly four years ago Gibson wasroom, kitchen and bedroom, Muncielargest diamond ever found in the
on her way to coffee when she spottedire officials said. It remains under United States, the 40-carat white -dia

the painting among bags of rubbish seinvestigation. mond named Uncle Sam, wgs
out for morning collection in her Aside from Peanut, Conwell said theunearthed in 1924 at the Murfreesbpro
UpperWest Side neighbourhood. fact that he and his son fell asleep opark

She walked by it at first but said shethe couch helped save them. They may
“immediately knew | had to go back. not have heard the alarm or the bird if 1980 bride finally gets
knew | had to take it!” they were asleep in their bedrooms. photos in 200

“It was a huge, powerful and beauti Conwell said he runs an air condi MANSFIELD, Ohio (AP)- Karen and
ful painting and | said to myself, ‘It is tioner and a breathing machine in hidMark Cline were teenagers when they
wrong to be in the garbage,” Gibsonbedroom and they drown oatlot of got married and didh’have $150 t

told Reuterson Tuesday noisearoundthe house. pay a photographer for their weddihg
Gibson, who had hung up the paint photos.

ing after her discovery, said she Wis. man finds 3.92-ct But now they've got the picturef,

learned of its worth when research led white diamond just in time for their 27th anniversafy

her to theWeb site of “Antigues MURFREESBORO, Ark.(AP) -A on Thursday
Roadshow FYI”, a companion pro- Wisconsin man digging at é&rkansas  Their photographer located Kargn
gram to the PBS show “Antiquesdiamond park with his fiancéeiesday Cline last week at the diner where $he
Roadshow”. found a 3.92-carat white stone, but thevorks and surprised her with a photo
Sotheby’s expert August Uribe hadrock will go into his collection because album.
featured the painting on “Antiques his betrothed already has a ring and “About a month ago, | was jupt
Roadshow FYI” after it was stolen setting. cleaning out some of my old things
more than 20 years ago. Eric Blake, 32, of AppletonWis., and | found it,” said photographer Jim
“Tres Personajes” was returned tospotted the stone along a trail at th&Vagner, who’'s now 80. “I knew she
its owners, who wish to remain aneny Crater of Diamonds State Park wherdidn't have any monejpack then, ad
mous, and is expected to fetch betweehe set down a 70-pound bucket ofdnul just thought she might like to haye
$750,000 and $1million when thathe was carrying to a wash basin. “It.”
Sothebys$ auctions it on November 20. put the bucket down tewitch hands! It was too much for Karen Cline.
If Gibson had not acted so quicklylooked down and there it was,” Blake *“I just stood there and cried and
after spying the painting, it might havesaid. cried and hugged him,” she said, tdar
been lost foreverA doorman nearp Blake found a 1.49-carat stoneing up again as she described their
later told her that rubbish collectorsMonday. The larger one is big enoughmeeting.
had come along just 20 minutes afteto fashion into jewelry but Blake had  She said she was 18 at the time, pnd
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she had left with her new finding. n't decided whether he will have it felt heartsick because she and herhus <
placed into a setting. “I only found it band, who was 19, couldn't afford to <
Parrot imitates fire alarm, anhour ago,” he said. pay Wagner. Instead, all they have Had Z'f
saves family Blake, a carpenter, said his grandfawas a single photo that someone ¢lse :
MUNCIE, Ind. — (AP)A noisy parrot ther had taken him to the state parkook, of her walking down the aisle. <
that likes to imitate sounds helped savabout 15 years ago and that he returns Wagner said he was able to track :E
a man and his son from a house fiye btwo to three times a year. “We usuallydown Karen Cline after running info o
mocking a smoke alarm, the bid’ find something,” he said. her stepfather a few weeks ago. [He .
owner says. His fiancee Susan Gabrielson- said she immediately wrote hira 7

Shannon Conwell, 33, said he andvho has “only one carat on her finger"check for $150.
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