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Analyzing the content of women’s
programs In official Yemeni mass medla

cial mass media. The result was as folions, press releases, readers' letter| e

media reveals different pictures for women portrayed in |ows: rarely did they contain investigative

radio and television programs than those of women por- In the radio program Hardgsawagi, reports or surveys made to discus
women played traditional roles reflect women'’s issues seriously '

trayed in newspapers. Newspapers are found to be a morQng an ideal picture of women who are The articles mostly portrayed wome :
neutral medium than other forms of mass media. Several wives and mothers. However, such roless citizens who play an important role i

- : : ere somehow naealistic. Theaim of political and development issues, an
reasons _and poI|C|e_s are behind such differences, a e program was to reinforce andcall for their rights as politically active
reported in the following: encourage the traditional role @ members and decision makers it
woman in her society Parliament and the country in generali:

Similar analyses were done am Besides this, some articles presentef ==

Rising sea levels could lead td
political tensions - report

By: Fatima Al-Ajel received limited exposure. Ali Al-Ajrei, Yemeni television drama calledwomen in traditional roles. i
the director of the political programsHaietina (meaning “our life”), a family =~ The study revealed that the three®
‘ ‘ m o t h e r sectionin Sana'aradio, explained why iand women serial, produced in 2007newspapers specialized only 3.1 perce

requests a lot is difficult to portray different pictures The female characters who appeared ito women’s issues on the occasion 0

of things from for Yemeni women, saying, "radio audi some episodes portrayed insulting-picinternational Women’s Day. This

her husband. ences are mostly from rural areas, antures for women such as victims,reflected the low concentration of news

When she is represent 70 percent of our audience. Saggressors, or nagging housewivese papers for women’s issueddlowevery

about to marry, she writes a list of eonwe have to think about the messagegurpose of such pictures is to criticizeabout 40 percent of womenissues
ditions before accepting the marriage.”that they need to receive, especialland advise women. were published on the front and bac
Above was a scene inYemeni tele  since they are uneducated." Ajrei adding However, in newspapers the picturegpages, showing the priority these new:
vision serial in which women were por that the main picture fafemeni women of women was somehow different andpapers havein presenting womes’
trayed as greedy and a source of prohn radio is a typical one, as a kind ofmore positive when compared to otheissues.
lems in the family. This is what someeducation for radio audiences andmedia sources. The attitude of the official newspa
types of media try to reflect without women in particular The newspapers Memen participate pers reflected an appreciation fo
realizing the negative results that will Media and communication expertin presenting a modern picture ofwomen’s roles, according to the study
affect society and the lives of women inNashwan Al-Sumairi ensured thatYemeni women, portraying them as citwhich showed that 60 percent of t
particular broadcasters and journalists are respoizens such as lawyers, politicians, etcwomen’s articles emphasized
Ahmed Al-Ojeal, the chief of the sible for portraying women either pesi who develop society importance of women in the soci&;
information administration in the gerer tively or negatively so they have to pay In 1997, the ArabidVomen Center development, while others aimed
al company for Radio andlelevision more attention to what they write orfor Research andraining prepareda provide advice about how women c
described women’s roles in mostpresent. Theyhave to know how to study for the content analyses of threémprove their position in society Jahaf expressed that newspapers agenting women’s issues, especially in
Yemeni television dramas as traditionakerve women'’s issues positively, as theyemeni official daily newspapers by Amat Al-Razaq Jahafyemeni her the best medium for portraying womenlaunching campaigns, workshops, stud
ones, in which mostly the negativesend deliberate messages to society amdthshwan Al-Sumairi, media and cem itage specialist and founder of thein a positive way compared to otheries, etc. But the picture is still mostly

—

behaviors of women are pictured. Suctwomen as well. munication expert and trainer. TheSana'a House Center, said that eadghass media outletdNorking women traditional," Al-Mutawakel ensured.
roles never portray the reality 6émeni Al-Sumairi added that the role of study aimed to analyze how official mass media tool presents womenain and models are presented well in news In theWomen National Committe®’
women; instead, they distort it. mass media is basically to portray newspapers deal with women’s issueslifferent light. She described how thepapers, but in a simplified way (WNC) third national conference for

Social and political reasons arerealisic pictureof Yemeni women with  during InternationdVomen’s Day cele media portrays her, saying that it veas =~ However, there are people who sesvomen, held in Sana'a in 2007, it was
behind limiting women’s roles to tradi out trying to decorate it or make it ideal.brations and to evaluate these newspaositive image but it is still rare. that the mass media distinguishesecommended to increase women's-par
tional ones. There are some wonsen’ In a workshop arranged on Decembepers’ policies. The study samples weréSpeaking frankly, such a positive por between men and women subconsciougicipation in all media outlets and to
rights issues such as calling for4th, 2007, under the bannerAl-Thawra, Al-Jomhori, and 14 October trayal of me was not because the medily. Antelak Al-Mutawakel, chairperson enhance the content and message about
women’s freedom, reforming laws con "Techniques for analyzing the image ofnewspapers. realizes the important roles of women irand gender and development consultantomen and women’s issues in the
cerning women, and others which havevomen inYemeni mass media,” broad The study claimed that the newspasociety, but because there isn't a malén the Youth Leadership Developmentmedia. Discussed also were strategies to
casters and journalist trainees analyzegers published about 55 percent ofpecialist in the same field. | and a fewFoundation, ensured that the massdevelop educational and awareness pro
some contentsf Yemeni women’s pro  women’s articles with photos, but theother women are the only [Yemeni] her media plays a role in developing seciegrams that discuss women's issues,
pictures were not professional, as thejtage specialists, and as a result thty. "In general, there is some impreve especially regarding development, and
should have been. Moreover, the confocus will be on us,” Jahaf said. ment in theYemeni mass media in pre to target rural women.
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Budget mewenemtm— Gender equality in Arab world critical for
] ES 2 progress and prosperity, UN report warns

T S R PRT By: UN News Service Development Programme (UNDP)with the spectre of extremist terrorism,at the vanguard of women’s empower-
bhﬁ;mquluh&' Administrator Kemal Dervis, whose which the report condemns in thement, with most mainstream move-
omen in the Arab agency sponsored the Arab Humarstrongest possible terms, damages thments witnessing notable growth of an
world are still denied Development Report 2003pward the prospects for a broad revival by imped enlightened leadership among their rela-
- LSAEED TRAD'NG COMPA equality of opportu- rise of women in the Arab world. ing reform and obstructing opportunitiestively younger generations, the report
S D) nity, although their It commends some states for “signifi-for peaceful and just solutions to thesays.
mmd disempowerment is cant, progressive changes” in tacklingoccupation of Arab lands and the restric- “In the last five decades, the internal
a critical factor crippling the Arab fundamental gender biases prevalent ition of Arab freedoms and rights. dynamics of these movements, their
nations’ quest to return to the first rankthe region, but cites a range of obstacles A continued impasse over these matrelationship to mainstream society and
of global leaders in commerce, learningo equitable development, from cosmetters may push the region further towardsheir positions on vital societal issues,
and culture, according to a new Unitedc reforms with little real effect to vio- extremism and violent protest in theon humanrights and on good gover-
Nations-sponsored report released thient conflict, foreign occupations andabsence of a fair system of governanceance and democracy have urnyudere
month. terrorism casting a shadow over the-tanat the global level that ensures securitgignificant, progressive changes,” it
SANAA, Dec. 17 - It not only calls talizing hints of progress. and prosperity for all, according to theadds.
for all Arab women to be given equal The fundamental obstacle to the riseeport, the fourth and final part of an But these positive developments have
access to essential health, education ared women remains how to deal withannual studyf Arab development. not cancelled out other currents outside
all types of activities outside the family conflicts between the needs of a produc- “To embrace the courage andmainstream Arab society that could seek
ar n aW but also urges temporary adoption otive economy and internationally agreedactivism of women in the Arab world is to curtail freedom and democracy if they
-5 ' affirmative action to expand such partic standards on the one hand and traditiort® champion the catalysts of humarcame to power, especially with regard to
For Oilfield Services ipation, thus allowing centuries-old and customs on the other, according tdevelopment,” UNDP regional director women.
: structures of discrimination to be dis the report. Amat Al Alim Alsoswa said. “Hard-won ~ Among achievements that have been
mantled. The strongest inhibitors of develop-gains in women’s rights are the culmina-secured, the report cites the presence of
“Full participation and empowerment ment for many Arab citizens, womention of decades of committed engageat least one woman in most Arab coun-
of women, as citizens, as producers, agnd men, have been foreign occupationsient by generations of women'’s rightstries’ parliament, cabinet or local coun
mothers and sisters, will be a source ofnd the ‘war on terror,’ with basic rights campaigners and their allies incil but it warns that political reform, at
strength for Arab Nations and will allow from the right to life through civil and Governments across the region.” every level, must go beyond the cosmet
the ArabWorld to reach greater prosper political rights to economic and social Islamic movements, often charaeteric and the symbolic: “In all cases...real
ity, greater influence and higher levelsrights continuing to be violated. ized in theWest as uniformly malevo- decisions in the Arab world are, at all
of human development,” said UN This negative environment, togetherlent have in reality been in many caseevels, in the hands of men,” it says.
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Poverty in Yemen Is deeper and more severe
than in other MENA countries, report

- expenditure compared to the non-poo
recent report on poverty assessment In Inability to pay and difficulty of access Comparison of Depth and Severity of Poverty in Select MNA Countries
Yemen said poverty rate dropped from40 may be discouraging them from utilizing
percent in 1998 to 35 percent in 2006. grEdr:gtr?a;g'rvigggO;spgcksehtarpea)éT?Qttf 1
Titled 'Yemen Poverty Assessment’, the expenditure has increased between 19

and 2005/063. Households in the poore
report was prepared by the government of quintile spend about one-half what the

Yemen, World Bank, and UN Development Program richest quintile spends as a share of thel

(UNDP). This report was based on a household budgeti_otatI Cortltsumptlon exre?gltrrfh Thisdis

survey conducted from April 2005 to March 2006. \'(ré?neﬂarf;; jg‘%?ﬁfoﬁragid ff,n? ?ﬁﬁ,zm

Below is an executive summary for the report. ing medical care since they canndbed

it. The inability to pay may contain

demand for medical care among the poo|
Children from poor families suffer

Percent
O N N O o O

By: Yemen Times Staff The distributionally sensitive meas- more from malnutrition. Child malnutri-
o ures of poverty show a greater decline  tion remains a concern emen, as near
From what was historically known as in poverty. During 1998 to 2005/06, the |y one-third of children between two and Yemen Egypt Jordan

“Arabia Felix” — a land of prosperity ~ poverty gap index declined at a greatefive years old are severely stunted4. Dat
and happiness -Yemen has become the rate than the headcount index, and then severe stunting shows a greater di

most impoverished among the Arab severity of poverty index fell at an evenparity between urban and rural childrer

@ Poverty Gap m Sewerity

countries. greater rateThis indicates that the ultra than other types of malnutrition (Table
The government of the unitedemen, poor benefited even more than the averg 1), Poverty is clearly associated with
formed in 1990, has launched so far threage poar the prevalence of severe stunting an{ Sowurce: World Bank staff estimates.

five-year economic reform plans with the Despite the recent reduction, povertyunderweight amongremeni childrenS. | Nofes: Based on the HBS for Yemen (2005/06), Egypt (2004/05), and Jordan (2002/03).
goal of restoring Yemen's prosperity !n Yemen is deeper anql more severe thagince the WHO guidelines for the inter- ’ ’
Have these efforts succeeded? What polin other MENA countries. The poverty national reference population changed, iheaded households rank next in povertthe 1990sYemen's unweighted averagefemale unemployment is slightly more

cies are needed to further reduce povertygap index is 8.9 percent, implying was not possible to compare the prevaisk. The lowest risk (7%) is for house-tariff decreased from 20 percent in 199@vident in the urban areas, where nearly
The Poverty Assessment report aims tenonthly poverty deficit per capita of lence of child malnutrition with the holds headed by single women who havéo 12.6 percent in 20031Howeve, as  half the female labor force is unem-

answer these questions. This report meaabout YR 497. On average, a poor persofesults of earlier health surveys. On théever married. Yemen is without a strong initial industri- ployed. In comparison, in rural areas,

ures poverty irYemen in 2005/06, ah should receiv&R 1,431 per month to be other . Female-headed households allocatal base, the country is unlikely to havefemale unemployment is 33 percent.
evaluates the change in poverty comhifted out of poverty2 - about one-third of - hand, available data suggests that thessources better than male-headed housesen adversely affectdny import tarif  There is als@ large difference between

pared to 1998, the two years for whichthe mean consumption of the poorprevalence of child malnutrition did not holds. Controlling for other factors @  cuts. male and female unemployment rates.
comparable household budget surveyBerfect targeting of the poor woulddecline over the last few years. typical demand system, the HBS data The devaluation has probably con-The ratio of male to female rate of unem-

are available. The period between the tweequire only about YR 124.4 billion per  More people are seeking medical treatestablished that female headed housgributed the most to transitional adverseployment is approximately 3:1, similar to
survey years (1998 and 2005/06), morgear (about 4 percent of GDP) to fill thement when sick, but the gap persistholds (self-reported and de-facto) allo-affects on the poor. Between 1998 andhat in Egypt

or less overlaps the first two five-yeargap between the actual spending of podsetween the rich and poor. In the 2005/0@ate resources better for current welfar@005/06,the Yemeni Rial depreciated by
economic plans and captures tHeatfof households and the poverty line, thus liftHBS, the percentage of individuals whoand for the future. Households that aretl percentInternational evidence pointSocial spending in Yemen has
the economic reform programs launchedng everyone out of povertyhe severity were ill during the preceding month of headed by women have lower shares db an average pass-through dioint of decreased in therecent past to 7 per-
since 1995. . _ of poverty index (which attaches greatethe survey and sought treatment rangegonsumption on  adult-consumption0.712, implying that up to one-third of cent of GDP

In addition to measuring poverty, thisweight to the poverty gaps of poorer fam{rom 56.6 percent in the poorest quintile6yoods such as tobacco and gat, and spetite observed price increase of 89 percer8ocial spending, defined to exclude
report has three objectives: evaluating théies) at 3.3 percent is relatively high byto 79.7 percent in the richest quintile.more on education8. This applies both taver the period could be explained bypetroleum subsidies, has declined from
role of growth and past reforms on poverMNA country standards (Figur&.2).  Compared tdhe 1998 HBS, the 2005/06 households headed by single women, andepreciation. But devaluation improves8.6 percent of GDP in 2003 to 7 percent
ty, identifying better ways to target theThe food poverty gap averages abéBt HBS figures show that proportionately households where the male head of ththe incentives in the export-oriented secin 2006. Health spending is only ab@ut
vulnerable poor through public action, 2,100 for the food-poor, some 75 perceninore of the poor population seeks medamily is mostly absent. Having a femaletors, and the expansion of these sectopercent of GDP. In fact, petroleum subsi-

and an assessment of the poverty monof the average consumption of the foodical care when ill; howeverthere still as head of household increases the shazeuld benefit the poor. Partly in responselies alone equal or exceed total social
toring system. By examining thefett of poor. Meanwhile the government's castexists a persistent gap between the pogt expenditure on food by 1.2 percentfo the depreciation, non-oil exports inspending.

the key policies on poverty, such as théransfer program which targets the foodand the rich. while the demand for non-essential good¥emen expanded more than two-fold in

petroleum price reform and the governpoor (the SociaWelfare Fund) is inade- — High health cost is the single mostsuch as tobacco and beverages declinesminal US$ terms between 1998 an®POVERTY MONITORING
ment's social protection mechanismsjuate as it currently_has a benefit ceilingmportant reason why the poor do Noby 10 percent. 2005 A coherent and functional poverty
between 1998 and 2005/06, the studpf YR 2,000 per family seek care when they are sick. For the The partial removal of petroleum pricemonitoring system does not currently

aims to equip policy makers and devel- Poverty differs considerably acrosspoor, inability to pay for medical care isTHE IMPACT OF GROWTH AND  subsidies between 1998 and 2005 magxist in Yemen, despite multiple donor
opment partners with the knowledgeregional dimensions. For the first time forthe most significant reason for not seekREFORMS ON POVERTY AND  have resulted in a cost of living increaseefforts.

needed to improve the effectiveness okemen, utilizing the 2004 census datang treatment. Unavailability of needed yNEMPLOYMENT of around 21 percent. Petroleum pricesost monitoring and evaluation is done

their eforts to reduce poverty Memen.  and the 2005/06 HBS, poverty at the dismedical service and difficulty in physical The decline in poverty rates observed imave been highly subsidized ¥emen, in response to varying donor agendas.
. . _ trict levels was projected with statisticalaccess were the secomad third reasons Yemen between 1998 2005/06 wa the highest in the MNAregion, represent-Moreover, the information is not avail-
The main conclusion of the study is precision. There are Ige intra-gover for not seeking the medical care by theargely a result of oil-driven economic ing up to 9 percent of GDP. Faced withable publicly. Competing demands for
that poverty in Yemen declined norate differences in the incidence ofpoor7. Inability to pay for medical care the prospect of dwindling oil reserves,information exist under the PRSFFYR
Real GDP per capita grew, on average, boverty (Figure E.3). Poverty varied, FerenTags L TToRTy GovemOTaiE s and thus declining fiscal revenues, thend MDG frameworks, leading to poor
2.1 percent per year between the two subetween 5.4 percent and 71 percent | ’ authorities decided to reduce petroleunformulation of objectives and indicators.

vey periods, while poverty (measured a2005/06 among governorates. Poverty i sector subsidies. Increased disbursemen®ast inefficiencies exist in the system
the headcount ratio) declined by alm®@st highest in the rural part of the Amran Percentage of Poor by Governorate 2005/06 from the SocialVelfare Fund were meant such as the lack of coordination and

percent on an annual basis. The percengovernorate, where 71 percent of th

. . - X to mitigate any adversefeéts. duplication of work at various levels of
age of poor declined from 40.1 percent irpopulation is poor. Amran is followed by R MOPIC, which have hampered growth
1998 to 34.8 percent in 2005/06. The-perShabwah and Al-Baida (§fercent). The E \ The increase in the labor force out- and poverty alleviation programs. Even
centage of the poor declined in bothincidence of poverty is the onvest in the A paced the growth in jobs during 1999  after three years of initiating M&E, mon-
urban and rural areas. However, due té\l-Maharah and Sana’a City gover jo. ¥ - 2004 itoring systems are still not completely
continued high population growth, thenorates. The ranking of governorate i [ e s ) The labor force increased at a rate of 4.8inctional. Discussions regarding the list

absolute number of poor remained atemains unchanged for other measures
around seven million, the same numbepoverty. Because of the faster reductio
as seven years ago. The pace of poverty urban poverty, regional differences in
reduction is modest compared to thehe rates of poverty have accentuate
MDG goal adopted by the governmentbetween 1998 and 2005/06. ; o j - the two reference years. Therefore the

The goal of reaching the first MDG Educational attainment of the poor ha e rate of unemployment increased slightlyBut, improvements to the monitoring
(halving the percentage of poor) willimproved, and the poverty incidence has B S Legend by 2.6 percentage pointSouth unem sysfem are planned

require the quadrupling of the current one marginally declined among iliterate : e > ployment (ages 15 — 24) is considerablyA successful strategy for M&E must
percent per year rate of growth in peffamilies. The share of poor households 69-170 ‘ higher than the average general populdecus on the essential aspects of poverty

j percentper year, while the number of of most important indicators are still
— . ! jobs increased by 3.7% per year. Th@ngoing, and progress is very slow. In
' labor force participation rate increased addition, there are also concerns regard
slightly from 38.5% to 39.2% betweening implementation capacity

capita consumption achieved over théneaded by a person without any formg [ %s-350 tion. at 28.3% monitoring and capture primarily the
i i i | 356-4a0 ! ' : L.
last seven years. education declined fr.om 86.%&)]erp"_ent i JM;UD level of outcomes, as well as scrutinize
. 199810 68.'3 percentin 2005 e it [ s 100 Unemployment increased between the input side (the budget, its execution,
The urban areas ofYemen witnesse@ erate dominate among those without for] 1999 and 2004. Unemployment in and medium-term financial planning). It
remarkable decline in poverty. mal education. The incidence of poverty Yemen ' should include surveys that can asseés the

;rhe u;;ban ac;‘eas. ber;eflt(?dl (;emarkﬁ;]blﬂmong fc?'mlll.lesd hsad8d4$y3 an |"|tera‘5€ Sources: Data for the percentage of the poor are from poverty estimates calculated for this report. (ages 15+) increased from 13.7 percent ieffectiveness of pO'le measures on the
rcr)]mht e plredqmlr;]anty IZI (—je i growt h, person decline er / pe_ltlglt IN Map of Yemen is provided by the I\//[inistry’ ot'I’_ub!ic Health and Population 1999 to 16.3 percent in 2004, everground. It should be built upon the exist
which resulted in the rapid decline in the1998 to 44 percent in 2005/06. ST .o s S, - A though there was a significant decline iring administrative information systems in

percentage of urban poor f_rom 3?'2 perest poverty rate was found a_mong_hou_s poverty (from 40 percent to 35 percenthe sectors, but it should also critically
cent to 20.7 percent, despite an increaseolds headed by persons with universitand unavailability of care become lesgyrowth. However the oil sector employsapproximately) .. According to interna- examine and validate their results. The
in urbanization.  Although poverty degrees and above, although puzzlinglgignificant barriers as the expenditurefew Yemenis, and fewer if any from thetional evidence, there is no clear relatiomew ThirdFive Year Plan (TFYP) recog-

declined in four of the seven urbanthe difference between the poverty ratefevel goes up. In the richest quintile, thepoor population9. The spending impulsébetween poverty and unemploymentnizes these deficiencies and prioritizes
regions, poverty did not change in theof university graduates in urban and ruraajor reason for not seeking care is thatom government expenditure expand&Vhile micro-economic analysis may poverty monitoring as a major objective

remaining three. areasis verylarge: 5 percent versus 29the illness was considered too minor tanostly the service sector based in urbashow a positive correlation betweenunder the TFYP. Proposed restructuring
The decline in national poverty for the percent. This difference could arise fronyeceive the medical attention.

: it v areas. unemploymentand poverty, from a of MOPIC and reassessing the role of all
rural areas is not robust to changes imefficiencies of the labor market such as - Using self-reported status, the poverty Qil-based growth does not benefit themacro-economic standpoint, povertyais stakeholders, including line ministries
poverty lines. In ruralvemen, the per costs of job-search. Poor workers receivgate of female-headed households  iyoor, especiallyhe rural poor. household phenomenon and unemployand donors, should lead to improvements

centage of poor declined from 42.4 peri0 percent less return on education thasiemen is not significantly dirent from
cent in 1998 to 40.1 percent in 2005/06the non-poor as they probably cannomale-headed households. Only 5 percene
However, unlike in the urban areas, thissecure better paying jobs which require)f the population inYemen lives in economy, in particular the poor. Whenif there are other income earners in the

decline is not robust to alternative defini-better social connections. __households headed by a female. Thesfcome level is controlled, countrieshousehold. Moreover, podiouseholds Greater civil society involvement is the
tions of poverty line. If slightly higher ~ However, at a time of rapid surges inhouseholds represent 8 percent of alyhich have high levels of natural cannot afford to be unemployed, but likekey to success in monitoring

poverty lines were used than the alreadgnrollment, poor children are falling households. While the mean poverty inciresource endowment tend to have highdy eam very low wages that perpetuate3he involvement of the parliaments and
chosen ones (higher by about 12 percentjehind. The enroliment rates for children dence for self-declared female-headegates of poverty and Gini cdigients the cycle of poverty. Similarly, changescivil society in the discussion about the
the percentage of poor in the rural aream the age group 6-14 in the pooreshouseholds is 32 percent versus 35 pethan their non resource rich peers. The oih policy can cause divergent outcomesichievements and successes in imple-
would have increased between 1998 andecile declined for both urban and rurakent for male-headed, this féifence is sector does not contribute to employmerfior poverty and unemployment. Formentation of the PRSP is so poor, that in
2005/06.The decline in poverty as meas-areas by 5 percentage points, while thaot statistically significant, as the sampleamong the rural poor population, beimg instance, a significant reduction in realeffect, neither accountability nor dia
ured by the poverty gap and severityichest deciles increased enrolimentlby of female-headed families produces highly industrialized sector demandingwages may create more jobs, but lowelogue is possible amongst the govern-
measures is also reversed at slightly higrpercentage point in urban areas and by 2igh standard error skilled labor, which is mostly imported. incomes would create higher poverty ments, the parliaments and the citizens.

Empirical evidence has shown that oilment is related to the individual. Anin the monitoring and evaluation process-
nts do not trickle down to most of theunemployed individual may not be poores.

er poverty lines. However, examined apercentage points in rural areas. Among female-headed households, The direct impact of tafifcuts has Since the objectives of the poverty moni-
regional levels, the change in rural poverUnavailability of schools and difficulty in there is heterogeneity in risk of poverty heen minimalTrade liberalization is gen- Unemployment rate among women toring process include a qualitative
ty becomes robust. In three of the sevenommuting are the obstacles that keepoverty incidence is highest among thosgrally considered to be beneficial for ecohas increased during 1999 - 2004. change in the political culture and a more

rural regions where nearly 40 percent othildren out of school. Other reasongemale-headed households which have nomic development due to long-termThis is in part because female labor forcéntense dialogue between governments
the country's poor live (Central North, given for non-enroliment include a lack spouse residing in the same household. ficiency gains, but when applied to participation increased from 7.0 to 9.6and civil society, considerablefafts are

Central South and Easternl), poyertof interest by the family, and/or having tomost cases these husbands are physicallyiport-competing sectors, it can haveduring 1999 - 2004. The female unemnecessary in order to maintain the
unambiguouslyworsened by 10 to 15 work. or mentally disabled. Next in incidencejmmediate adverse effects on the pooployment rate also increased from 25.4 talynamics of participation that emerged

percentage points. Poor families spend less on healthare the households where the husbandsuring the structural reform periods 0f39.5 percent in 2004. The high level ofduring the formulation of the PRSP
expenditure as a share of their totahre awayWidows and divorced women
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High growth rate takes
Yemen to catastrophe

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

SANAA, Dec. 15 — In
the Fourth National
Conference for
Population Policy, helc
under the theme
“Toward further imple-
mentation of a popula
tion policy,” participants
stressed the necessity
providing family plan
ning and reproductive
health services in al
health care centers.
Some of the paper
reviewed warned agains
the risk of increased pog
ulation growth, indicat-
ing that UN estimates
show that if populatio
growthin Yemen contin-
ues to increase at t
present rate, the populé

tion will increase from , -
its current 22.4 million to 29.9 million and remote areas, as well as encouragp implement awareness activitie

in 2015, then to 43 million in 2025, 62ing the private sector to offer repro aiming at increasing reproductiv,
million in 2035 and 90 million in 2045, ductive health services in remote areadealth and family planning demands
finally reaching 108.6 million in 2050. The participants further recem ensure the continuation of programs
However, the reports mentioned that ifnended expanding obstetrics, particuthe long term.
Yemen achieves the national populalarly in the remote areas, interconnect Over 250 persons, including speeig
tion policy goals, estimated populationing it with health care units, so theists, scholars, representatives of app
growth will decline by 7 million in units will be able to offer family plan- priate parties, civil society organizg
2025, 16million in 2035,and 49 mil- hing services. They also stressed théons, and regional and internation
lion in 2050, accomplishing a balancdmportance of increasing emergencyrganizations attended th_e confereng
between population growth and avail Services for delivery, offering repro- The conference also aimed at arj
able resources and allowingmen to ductive health services among youthdyzing and assessing the populati
achieve its millennium objectives. and teenagers via youth-friendly clin status quo and its impact on develo
Studies also indicated that the annuiCS, consultation services and pre-marment efforts over the last years. It al
al 3 percent population growth rate isiage tests. _ discussed the available mechanisms
one of the key challenges facing devel They went further and discussed the&eombat population chal]e_nges, fillin
opment efforts. They also showed thatmportance of increasing public aware the gap between the policies, strateg
Yemen is categorized as one of th@ess via different media outlets inand population plans and application
least developed countries in humarPrder to educate the public about the
resource, ranked 174 out of 184 counimportance of delivering reproductive It also discussed the obstacles tk
tries. According to the studies, povertyealth and family planning services,stand as a stumbling block to practic
levels have progressively increasedand of engaging males in health educachanges of the National Strategy f
from 19 percent in 1992 to 34 percention and awareness programs. This i®opulation, ensuring coverage
in 1999, and lastly 34.4 percent inin addition to providing media reproductive health-related service
2005. resources in the health units, assistinghey further reviewed the balang
They also advised utilizing reselu ser_vices to offer consultation forbetween economy gr0\_Nth, populat_ic
tions of free of charge health care unitéadies. _ ~growth, and civil society, and dis
in addition to family planning consul- The source also advised decisiortussed partnership with donors and t
tations, encouraging women to breastmakers to be aware of the populatiorinternational community to combat th
feed babies naturally, and increasingtatus quo, calling for utilizing the suc-population growth crisis, which is rap
efforts to increase society awarenesgessful countries’ experience in slow-idly increasing invyemen.
about prenatal care. ing population growth and increasing Representatives of donor organiz
The recommendations also emphaeconomic growth rates to keep up withtions delivered speeches at the conc
sized the importance of enactingpopulation growth. Authorities were sion of the conference, when WH
secure motherhood-related laws, definasked to work on reducing illiteracy representative Ghalam Bal Ribani, U
ing the minimum marriage age at 18especially among females, and enforcrepresentativeVelavia Pansieri, and
incriminating female circumcision, INg attendance in government schoolsUNFP representative Hans Obdei
setting up government policies to The source urged the Ministry ofaffirmed to suppor¥emen in popula-
encourage physicians to work in ruralFinance to earmark an annual budgeion issues.
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Early marriage increases

poverty, study finds

By: Fatima Al-Ajel

-
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After three years of continuous work
distinguished by responsibility and a
spirit of teamwork involving 15 gow
ernment and non-governmental
organizations, Sana’a Universitys
Gender Development Research and
Study Center reveals a link between
early marriage and increasing poverty

Aarone Bone/IRIN

SANAA, Dec. 17 — The study high-
lights the negative effects of early mar
riage on human development, particularj
ly increasing dire economic conditions|
and bad health for women. 2
Tailoring its message fafemeni sogci
ety, the study aims to increase support f¢"
ceasing early marriage and mobilize th
public to raise the marriage age to a mi
imum of 18. 2
Hasinah Al-Gader, head of the i
research center, stated that the study ed ;,{'_ ’
cated approximately 95 percent of reli
gious men and a sampling of parents pra
5, moting early marriage, especially in eon|
E servative areas, about the importance
[0delaying marriage, as this is in the be
Ninterest of youth and society at largel 3
not against Islamic principles. = ) ) — - =
I on Wednesday, the center celebratedchildhood in Yemen is often short, as the pressures of poverty and traidn
[Othe launch ofibook about the study, enti cause many families to marry their children early. Nearly half of all girlsin
- tled, “Early Marriage in Yemen,” in Yemen are married before their 18th birthday.
al cooperation with SHIMA, which is the
€Yemeni Network to CombaViolence

“Another reason for early marriage isthe example of the Prophet Mohammed
aagainst Women, and Britairs Oxfam the financial situation of families, who (pbuh), who married Aisha when shesva
PNorganization. consider a source of income andfsu nine years old. When reminded that he
P The studydone in Hadramout and cient finances a condition for marryingalso married Khadijah when she was 40
5OHodeidah governorates involved a samtheir daughters, even at an early age;” Alyears old, they brushed off the topic.”
®ling of areas irYemen, all representing Sharjabi pointed out. Antelak Al-Mutawakel, a researcher
J Yemeni governorates with the same-con The study indicated that 1,495 couplesnvolved in the study, explained the poor
€glitions. Sociologist Adel Al-Sharjabi, revealed that early marriage for women isealth conditions wherein young wives
S-.who headed the research group52.1 percent, whereas men marrying atace numerous problems if they become
explained that only two governoratesan early age comprised only 6.7 percenpregnant at an early age. She pointed ou
@purposely were chosen. Over the past three generations, the-mathat most of their first children die or
al' Hodeidah governorate represents mostage age invemen has increased fromborn with problems, whereas the young
Pr'Yemeni governorates fering from between ages 18hd 24 to between ages mothers themselves may die due to
proverty whereas Hadramout reflects14 and 70, according to geographic disbleeding or bearing children at hem
S-those governorates favoring early martrict. because of lack of medical centers in
€riage due to their cultural orientations, For example, in Hodeidah, Hadrantou their area.
Nwherein many citizenselieve Islam and Sayoun, girls marry at age 8, where The National Women’s Committee
r urges the practice. as they marry at age 10 in Mukalla.and SHIMA recently devised a strategy
he Some poor families sell their daugh Moreover, the marriage age variesand an advocacy plan targetigmeni
€ ters into marriage as soon as they reacimong urban and rural areas. It wadlembers of Parliament in order to
their teens, a fact confirmed by 388 offound that the appropriate marriage age iamend Articlel5 of the Personal Statu
those surveyed, who pointed out tthabetween 15 and 16. Law, which concerns marriage but does-
B families often offer their girls for mar- Souha Ba-Sharan, a specialist on tha't define a minimum age for marriage.
Uriage at an early age due to poverty  study’s campaign and policies, reviewed The network hopes to pressure
D Al-Sharjabi noted that poverty is thesome of the difficulties the study encoun-Parliament to adopt 18 as the minimu
N primary reason for child marriage, whiletered, such as some respondents opposge for marriage — for both males and
social traditions and values constitutedng delaying early marriage, includingfemales — along with implementing
Nanother reason for the phenomenon, aome religious men. Ba-Sharan wonserious monitoring mechanism to ensure
parents prefer their daughters marry talered, “Some religious men endorse theompliance with the marital age require
avoid any immoral deviation. argument for early marriage according toment.

World Bank funds to

directly to the people

go Training on
AIDS treatment

By: Yemen Times Staff “The main reason for discovering

these cases is the improvement of

By: YemenTimes Staf

ADEN, Dec. 16— World Bank con
sultant Ismail M. Sharif recently
announced that the Bank would eon
duct a five-nation study, which includes
Yemen, about possibly directly funding
local communities for development
projects without going thruogh central
governmental offices, or the districts’[
local councils. ?

Additionally, he pointed out, “The
World Bank previously funded projects
via central governmental offices in theirs
respective countries, but it found tleat |
large proportion of those funds don’
adequately go to those deserving the
instead being used for administrative
expenses.”

Sharifs comments came during his
Dec. 14 visit to Al-Shatari Cooperative
and Agricultural Society based in Al-
Hutah in Lahj governorate, where h
met with the society’s leaders and se
eral of its contributors with a view to
preparing the required study to transfe
funds from the center directly to the
districts.

He further noted that th&/orld Bank
has begun changing its methodolog
via direct contact with targeted benefi
ciaries forming what's called benefici

ary committees to supervise the planMud houses in Jawl Madram villiage in Abyan. Because of high overheadsts many rural area projects remain

ning, implementation and evaluation ofnugely inefficient. This is why the World Bank is considering dealig directly
the development projects.

Consequently, a study is being eon
ducted in five countries:Yemen,
Ethiopia, India, Afghanistan an
Vietnam, wherein the effectiveness o
this new approach is being studied.

One of the organizations at the local
levels will be selected through thor
ough evaluation of its goals, structure

challenges and problems, as well as itmain center? Implementation will b
the WB's local partner

answer the following essential ques Sharif noted.

work scheme, contact methods, serviction: Will the World Bank be able fund
g €s delivered to targeted beneficiariesdistricts directly without referring to the there’s a possibility for direct coopera

future vision, in order to be selected ashrough the partnership of civil societygaps
organizations, cooperative association¥here's also a mechanism for su
“At the end of the study, we expect toand local authorities, among others,’coordination and partnership betwes

TAIZ, Dec. 16 — Taiz governorate health workers and the extent of train-
leaders, along with the area’s Healthing them to fight the AIDS contagion.
and Population Office, have workedMost foreign cases are from the Horn
together to inaugurate the AIDS treat-of Africa and Saudi Arabia and most
ment center at Al-Thawrah Hospital.were youths, 94 percent of whom
Two physicians also have been sent tbecame infected as a result of illegal
Uganda for training on how to fight sexual relations. Thus, they became
AIDS, declared Dr. Sa’eed Sifyan, patients with sexually transmitted dis-
coordinator of Yemen'’s national AIDS eases. This day is dedicated to fighting
program. AIDS, not its patients. If this slogan

He also noted that two units for test-isn’'t applied, those infected may flee to
ing volunteers and psychological fac-other areas, while others may commit
tors were opened, one of which is thesuicide,” Sifyan warned.

Yemeni Association to Fight AIDS, His remarks came during the
while the other is the headquarters oUNDP-funded Dec. 1World AIDS
the Family Association. Day celebration under the slogan,

Free testing will be conducted for“Leaders, fulfill your pledges and stop
volunteers to ensure that they areAIDS!” The activity was organized by
AIDS-free, highlighting that the pro- the Taiz Health and Population Office
gram’s most important activity is fol- in conjunction with Yemen’s National
lowing up this yeds reported cases. Program to Fight AIDS.

Sifyan noted that 27 AIDS patients, Girls from Al-Hakimi School per-
including one foreigner, were admittedformed dramas and chants at the cele-
to treatment centers iden and bration, expressing the tragedies of
Sana’a governorates. He furtherAIDS, as well as how to fight and pre-
reviewed the cases and cumulativerent it.
numbers reported regarding epidemic Additionally, Sifyan reviewed the
situations in Taiz, especially those activities of Yemen’s National
related to AIDS and involving 455 Program to Fight AIDS, which include
cases or 22 percent of cases registeresh awareness campaign for more than
in Yemen up until 2007. 12,000 male and female youths in uni-

Registered cases in 1992 were 4§ersities, schools and civil society
percent and 54 percent fofemenis organizations.

y and foreigners respectively, witth5 The program also conducted the first
eindividuals being infected with AIDS. activity of its kind to educate citizens

. Moreover, 300 cases or 47 percenfrom Yemen’s poorest segments about
hinvolved infected females, while 51.5AIDS, with 700 male and female par-

tNpercent were males and 2.5 percerticipants from four areas in Taiz gover-
the appropriate bodies,” he concludeT. children. norate. UNICEF funded that activity.

with the local communities in Yemen.

“Preliminary indicatorsreveal that

etion at the district level, despite sonj
related to capacity-building
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wiiene  National Bank Of Yemen

For Second Consecutive Year
National Bank of Yemen Wins The Bankels Award
(Bank of the Year 2007-Yemen)

The Banker Magazine, one of the Financial Times Group magazines
issued in United Kingdom judged National Bank of Yemen for thews
Banker’s Award as (Bank of the Year 2007, Yemen) for the secong
consecutive year. This is an internationally distinguish award; which
has over the years become one of the most important evbats
occupies a prominent position at international banking industry level,
and it is awarded to the best banks in 130 countries, including Global
Bank of the Year.In addition includes awards in emerging markets,
cash management, securities services and two environmental social
governance (as well as a chief information officer award. Together
these winners represent thigest commercial banking performance
and the most important banking across the globe.

— . Ms Sakina Abdulhussein Mohamed Manager Foreign Relations
Department And Mr. Esam Ahmed Alawi Al Skaf Manager Treasury
Department delegates of National Bank of Yemeeceived The
Award. at the annual function heldor distribution of the Banker’s
Award at the DorchesteHotel — London on 28 November, 20@Ythe presence of a large number of directors otibards,
senior manager®f banks and financial institutiondgrom all parts of the world.

On this occasionit was announced in the presslease by The Banker in its issue of December, 20€@7at the National
Bank of Yemen had achieved another successful year through its series of distthgolsieeements in all items of the
bank’s balance sheet. The bank’s assets grew by 25.8% and net profits recordechs@ aicd®.2%, hence the sharehold-
ers’ equity was raised from 27.6% (2005) to 28.3% (2006). In addition the bank’s capital adeguiaaigedato 35.2%.

The magazine stated that these financial achievements contribugdrigthening and consolidating the bank’s financial
position and improvement of its profitability indicators. It also strengthened its place innttemiMeanking market as one of

the effective financial institutions which enjoys grepotential for growth and achievements and value addetie share-
holders (Yemeni Government)

The magazine further stated that these achievements were in confirmation to the rebirt Qsteber, 2007 by the Capital
Intelligence which is based in Cyprus. The Capital Intelligemwbéch is specialized in rating banks in the Emerging Markets
rated National Bank of Yeme(BB) for its financial strengthwhich the highest ratinggmongYemeni banks.

On the occasion of winninghe Bank of the year Yemeraward ,2007 for the second year, Mr. Abdulrahmdhohammed

Al Kuhali the Chairman of theéBoard of Directors andseneral Manager of The Barndtated to the magazine : ‘the bank’s
winning the Award for the second consecutiyear reflects theright path thatthe bank has outlined in its strategiesd

its modernization and development which is nowits final stages of implementation’

He added: that the National Bank 8emen is committed to attaining quality its services and products accordinger-
national standards , and to realizing the gaatsl expectations of all parties concerned in the welfare of the bank within the

domain of comprehensive benefit tie society and Yemeni economy.. ﬁ ”
s
i

The Banker Avwards
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Rising sea levels could lead to political
ensions - report

ising sea levels predicted borders, particularly in Jordan, Gazaion from climate impacts on wateg
as a result of global andEgypt. resources, could also lead to greafg
warming could have “Poor and vulnerable populations,political unrest, posing a threat to cug
severe environmental, which exist in significant numbers rent regimes and, thereby, affecti
economic and political throughout the region, will likely face internal and cross-border relations,"fﬁ ‘
implications for the already water the greatest risk”, says the study. says.
stressed Middle East, a new study pub- The report refers to a series of sce€limate change for Jordan will mean|,
lished on 10 December warns. narios set out by the UN Environmentno fresh water resources available foy
The report entitled Climate Change:Programme (UNEP) and other organi agriculture in the future, say activists,
A New Threat to Middle East Secusity sations which indicate that a 0.5 metréfo counter this, the director of [
by the non-governmental organisatiorrise in sea levels could displace 24to0 FOEME’s Amman office, Mungeth
Friends of the Earth Middle Eastmillion Egyptians by  2050. Mehyar, has called on the Jordania
(FOEME), was presented at the annuRising sea levels would also contami-government “to assist rural communi
al UN Climate Change Conference innate the drinking water of 1.5 million ties in Jordan that are currentl
Bali, Indonesia. Palestinians in Gaza due to sea watefependent on agriculture to diversi
It believes climate change could actintrusion contaminating their only their income sources to rural touris
as a “threat multiplier”, exacerbatingwater source, the coastal aquifer, theand small cottage industries”.
water scarcity and tensions over wateFOEME report says.
between nations linked by hydrologi- “Economic unrest across the region;'Unsustainable”
cal resources, geography and sharedue to a decline in agricultural produc-“Government policies that continue to|
heavily subsidise water for agriculture

are unsustainable and are preventin
us from preparing for the inevitable,”
Mehyar said.
However gloomy the picture for the
region appears, environmentalists als
say that dealing with climate change
and recognising the looming crisis,
may provide opportunities for local,
cross-border and international cooper,
ation: current problems projected to
intensify could be overcome.
“Improving local demand andup-
ply side water and energy management

Rapidly depleting water resources have forced residents of Sanaa, thepital of Yemen, to buy water from private
sources.

policies is essential anavill only tant role in facilitating adaptation in climate change”, Mehyar said. FOEME Nader Khatib concluded.
become more critical as the needsountries such as Egypt, Palestine and “Being left unprepared will affect The annual UN ClimateChange
increase due to climate change”, thdordan. not only economic, physical, and envi-Conference, which started or3
report said. “US leadership is required to bothronmental security, but national, December with the participation of

prevent the worst impacts and to profegional, and global security, if actionsover 180 nations, ended on 14
Donor assistance vide developing countries such asare not taken now to mitigate, andDecember.

The document also says third-partyJordan and Palestine with technicahdapt to the projected impacts of cli-

Saline sea-water engulfs rice fields in southern Khulna districBangladish. . . - ) - . . . . ;
9 Bang donor assistance will play an impor-and financial assistance in adapting tanate change,” Palestinian Director ofSource: IRIN

Risking all for a new life In Yemen

enet Mengesha left her migrants in Bosasso. caused by the migrants are obvious, . me |
home in Ethiopia’s cap Abdulkadir Nur, 30, arrived in an aid worker told IRIN. “They sleeg g ' i d 1§ n
ital, Addis Ababa, to Bosasso 15 days previously fromand use every available space as a g
undertake the uncertain, Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital. Sittinglet. We have been lucky so far as w&
often treacherous, jour- on the dusty floor of a tea kiosk, thehave had no major outbreaks of an
ney to Yemen shortly after the 260 former bus driver and father of sixdisease.”
elections. weighed his options. Yusuf Nur Bide, the acting mayor of
“I was tired of the violence; my “lI have heard of the dangers, but it isSBosasso, told IRIN: “Our estimate at
brother was one of those students wha risk | am willing to take,” he said. present is that there are about 10,00
were killed,” the 24-year-old Genet“Staying in Mogadishu was a guaran-migrants in Bosasso; they are ever ;
told IRIN on 2 December in Bosasso,teed death sentence. If we were nowhere and are sleeping in the opef
capital of Somalia’'s self-declaredkilled by the shells and bullets, wewith all the health risk this entails.”
autonomous region of Puntland. would have died of hunger.” There are “those who want to leave ng
Genet and her husband had planned He added: “There was no workmatter what, economic migrants wha
to make their way to the port city because of the security; it got to thewvant to find work and stay, and thoseg:
where they would pay a smuggler topoint where we could not get out ofwho straddle the first two categories”

get them intoremen. our house;[here] | havea %-50 he added. i

“We met a broker in Addis who chance of survival and making it to On average, he saidjve trucks
charged us US$100 to get to NazaretBaudi Arabia.” brought about 200 migrants each intg
and then another broker to Harar [both Bosasso daily. Some of the migrantg =
in Ethiopia],” she said. “In Burao Constant influx particularly the Somalis, join the

[Somaliland], the broker kept us & According to local authorities in already established displaced commy
compound for 15 days, robbed uslanBosasso, the influx began in 2000 withnity in the town while others set up
threatened to kill anyone who tried toSomalis who were escaping insecuritymakeshift shelters, he added.

escape.” in the south. It expanded in 2004-300
Three members of her group werewhen Ethiopians joined in, becomiag Taskforce
killed when they tried to escape. “Hefully-fledged business. CatherinéWeibel, an information offi

killed a woman and two men, because Over the years, scores of migrantcer with UNHCR in Somalia, said an
they were so hungry they tried to see ihave died. On 29 November, for examinter-agency taskforce had been set up o ) ) o ) .
they could find food,” she explained.ple, more than 80 people, includingto undertake an advocacy campaigr’f\ group of Woul_d-be Ethiopian migrants sleep outside a building in Bosasseapital of Somalia’s self-declared
“He is well known and feared.” women and children, died off thetargeting migrants seeking to reach@uUtonomous region of Puntland.
The group was put on a bus toYemeni coast, according to Somaia’ Yemen.
Bosasso, but they were dumped beforeonsul-general in Aden, Hussein Haji It comprises representatives of sev- Locals in the port city, however “They could do a lot more if there washelp the would-be migrants in
their destination. “We had no ideaAhmed. eral agencies including thesaid, people-smuggling was a highlythe political will,” one aid worker said. Bosasso. “They have no legal status,
where we were, so we kept walking,” According to the UN Refugee International  Organization  for organised business with “wakiilo” However, Ali AbdiAware, the min  so there is not much one can do for
Genet said. “It took us four days to getAgency (UNHCR), at least 20,00 Migration (IOM), UNHCR, UN Office (representatives) in all major towns ofister for local government, told IRIN: them,” one aid worker said.
to Bosasso.” African migrants have crossed thefor the Coordination of Humanitarian Somalia and Ethiopia. “We have done more than anyone else Another source said the aid agencies
Despite the hardships, the group was&ulf of Aden this year in boats operat Affairs (OCHA) and UN Childrers The wakiil, one source said, workto address this problem.” The adminisfaced a dilemma. “du want them to
happy to reach Bosasso - a trip Geneatd by traffickers from Somali ports; Fund (UNICEF). with “Mukhalas” (brokers) and boat tration, he added, had confiscatedave access to help but you don't want
said cost her $300because it was the 439 people have died and another 489 Bide said the local administrationowners. “Everybody knows who theyboats and trucks used to ferryto make it so attractive that more will
last stop tovyemen. “We had to spend are missing and feared dead. had cracked down on the problem “byare and where they operate,” he addednigrants, arrested and prosecutedome,” he said.
time here to make some money to go Would-be migrants told IRIN there arresting some smugglers, repatriatinglf the government was serious aboutsmugglers. Aware said his administration would
to Yemen,” she said. was a well-established route run bymigrants and confiscating propertiesending this, they could do it in an The US with all its power could not carry out campaigns to warn would-be
Because of her pregnancy and thérokers, who are connected to boatised to [house] smuggle peopWe hour.” stop Mexicans; the EU could not stopmigrants of the dangers involved.
difficulties in raising money, Genet owners, from Addis through Harar andeven passed a law to discourage peo- Blaming the Puntland authorities for African migrants. How on Earth do “Right now, that and pressure on boat
and her husband agreed he should giigiga in Ethiopia; Togwajale, ple from helping them, hoping thatreluctance to address the problem “foyou expect Puntland with its very lim- owners is all we can do.
ahead. But like many migrants, heHargeisa and Burao in Somalilandthey will go back if no-one helps them;financial and political reasons”, oneited resources to tackle the problem by “We don’t have the means to patrol
drowned when the boat capsized neaand on to Bosasso. but it did not stop them.” boat owner saidmany of his col itself? We have asked for help manyour coast as effectively as we would
the Yemeni coastline - which she only Bosasso officials said there were Appealing for assistance, he said ileagues were “politically connected”times but none came forward. It is notlike; when we close one port they go to
found out weeks later when one of théhousands of would-be migrants in thevas beyond Puntland’s capacity toand “it would be politically difficult a question of political will, but of another,” he added. “Instead of criti

survivors called. port city, many living in difficult con  stop the problem. “We need major helfor the government to shut themresources.” cising us for doing little, the interna-
Now the mother of a nine-month- ditions with inadequate food, shelterif we are going to stop this. The inter down”. Apart from the inter-agency tional community should start doireg
old baby, the former university studentand sanitation. national community needs to accept Some local aid workers agreed thatmixed-migration” taskforce, there is little bit.”

lives in a shack with other would-be “The sanitation problems in Bosassahat this is an international problem.” the authorities were not doing enoughno aid agency specifically tasked toSource: IRIN
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Present their heartiest congratulations to

President of the Republic of Yemen
and the Yemeni people,
On the holy event of Eid Al-Adha
and the New Year 2008
Many Happy Returns
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Culture as an economic resource

By: Mohammed Shamsaddin cultural aspect and the historiclands, as ameans to encourage Regarding trade, Japan's approactmall defense allocation have helpedhorms in an attempt to increase
heritage, which botimade out of the citizens to increase production. Inwas to use quantity adjustment taJapan become the second largegrofitability.
he cultural aspect and nation an unparalleled economic ancddition, the law prohibited the salekeep foreign products out, no matteeconomy in the world, after the However, because only about 15%
historic heritage play an military power in the past, as well asand purchase of farmlands in ordehow inexpensive. United States, at arounddS$ 4.5 of Japan's land is suitable for
important role in the an economic giant in the present. not to alow the rich exploit tle Thus, Japan's postwartrillion in terms of nominal GDP and cultivation, a system of terrace
progress and The Asian tiger will certainly modest economic conditions ofdevelopment model centered aroundhird after the United States andfarming is used to build in small
development of peoples remain an unparalleled economicpeasantsthereby obliging themto quantity adjustment, with no price China in terms of purchasing powerareas. This results in one of the
worldwide. And, as the cultural areapower in the future as long as thebecome idle citizens and dependentadjustment necessary because qdarity. world's highest levels of crop yields
is closely related with the economicJapanese economy depena®stly on others. fixed exchange rates. The Japanese Banking, insurance, real estateper unit area.
one, it is of crucial importance toon the cultural and moral The principles of sacrifice, honestygovernment was extremely selectiveetailing, transportation and However, Japan's small
study the economic,cultural and development of man and sees man a@s work, showing respect for work about which foreign firms, no mattertelecommunications are all majoragricultural sector is also highly
historic situations of countries thatthe primary element for the nationalvalues, plus repeating attemptshow competentwould be allowed to industries. Japan hasa large subsidized and protected. Japanst
reached exceptional economicdevelopment. without any feeling of submission, establish wholly-owned subsidiaries.industrial capacity and is home toimport about 50% of its requirements
growths without having natural During the time span betweenexercising work with the spirit of  This policy lasted until about 1970.some of the largest and mostof grain and fodder crops other than
resources. On the contrary, there ar&603 and 1868 or the so-call&tio nationalism, and bequeathing thes&orea is the closest to this modeltechnologically advanced producersice, and it relies on imports for most
countries that are rich with naturalPeriod, which was the last timeprinciples from generation to and Japan and Korea share a similasf motor vehicles, electronic of its supply of meat. In fishing,
resources but can not achieve anperiod in the ancient history of Japangeneration all helped Japan occupy problem, namely, their currentequipment, machine tools, steel andapan is ranked second in terld
economic development while otherthe country witnessed many reformsprestigious status among worlddifficulty in attracting foreign firms nonferrous metals, ships, chemicalshbehind China in tonnage of fish
countries reached great economidn the educational system and itscountries. now that they need foreign capital. textiles and processed foods. It isaught.
growth, but can not retain thatdevelopment while researchers saton The East Asian state provideal The rest of Asia, in contrast, ishome to leading multinational Japanmaintains one of the world's
growth steady extracting texts from religious booksunique lesson for the underdevelopedllowing large amounts of foreign corporations and commercial branddargest fishing fleets and accounts for
Having the second strongestand ancient references to strengthenations to utilize and improve theircapital in. China has been doing soin technology and machinery nearly 15% of the global catch. Japan
economy in thevorld, Japan offera  the spirit of nationalism among deteriorating situations. somewhat selectively, but is still Construction has long been one ofelies on foreign countries for almost
unique example for contemplation byJapanese peoplélhose booksand A look at development imsia much less selective than Japan was ifapan's largest industries, with thall oil and food.
underdeveloped countries,references also encouraged theeveals no cleaAsian model of its developmental stage. The moshelp of multi-billion  dollar Now, it is time for the
specifically as the east Asian nationJapanesenan to pursue knowledge development. For instance, the tradémportant between the Japanese angovernment contracts in the civilunderdeveloped and poor countries
has no natural resources, andn the areas of astronomy and investment patterns of manyChinese models is that China's stancgector in the world including Yemen to
therefore has been exposed to natur&lathematics and cartography, as welleveloping Asian nations areis to allow inexpensive products in, Distinguishing characteristics of make use of the Japanese experience,
disasters and devastating wars. Bu&s work harder for the sake of Jagan’'completely different from those of and has from the beginningthe Japanese economy have includedut upon condition that regimes of
within a short period of time, the progress and prosperity Japan during its period of incorporated price adjustment into itsthe cooperation of manufacturersthese countries should have
Asian tiger managed to join the list The Edo Period saw legaldevelopment. Japan was determinegolicy toward foreign capital. suppliers, distributors and banks inpolitical will to recover the ailing
of great industrial states. legislations, which were to make whatever it needed itself, According to famous Europeanclosely-knit groups called keiretsueconomies of their nations and
Most of the peoples throughout thecharacterized by toughness andnd so excluded foreign currencyeconomic analysts, closeand the guarantee of lifetimeimprove their people’s living
world know about Japan via itsoObjectivity. Laws enacted to regulateallowing in only technology and government-industry cooperatiom, employment in big corporations. standards.
products, but irmy opinion a country works of farmers banned any saleshorrowing capital from the World strong work ethic, mastery of highRecently, Japanese companies have
like Japan is impossible to ignore thepurchasing or negligence agriculturaBank and similar institutions. technology, and a comparativelybegun to abandon some of thes&ouce: Newsyemen.net

Supreme Commission foViolations and Fraud

By: Raima Al-Shami turned to exercise propaganda irtime, if not for decades to come. states facilities in favor of the ruling have understood well that thebeen repeatedly claiming that there
support of President Saleh, party. consecutive outputs of the electorahre no congestions in the nation but
or decades, force, slamming the opposition andParliamentary majority: The most important thing is thatprocess are responsible for rampantongestions do exist in the heads of

corruption and fraud describing Saleh as the ‘Father ofn order to maintain its dominanceJMP has provided a national andcorruption in almost all the those who try to machinate standoffs
have been the main Democracy’According to the SCER over SCER, the authority uses itsserious vision for reforming SCER togovernment offices, starvation,and crises. All the tools exploited by
pillars of Yemens media officer, withoutli Abdullah parliamentary majority (the majority help enhance the democraticpoverty and high unemploymentthe failed authority such as the army
totalitarian regime while Saleh, there will be neither of MPs belong to the ruling party) asexperience in the country andrates. The JMB attitude was and security forces could not prevent
the Supreme Commission fordemocracy nor elections, forgettinga justification to retain the sameprevent any attempts to defraud thelemonstrated in an appropriate timeitizens of the southern governorates
Elections and Referenda plays th@bout his post at a commissionmajority in SCER’s formation. But, popular will. According to the giving a glimpse of hope after it wasfrom revolting against corruption

role of coordinating these pillars andsupposed to be independent andhat is the parliamentary majorigy’ opposition parties, reforming SCERabout to vanish and get lost. and the liquidation policies. Instead,
directing them toward theimain neutral in managing the electoral relation with an election body likeis key to conducting other citizens staged huge protests against
goal, which is granting fraudulent process. SCER, which is supposed to becomprehensive reforms in differentPeople don’t suffer, authority corruption and oppression, thus
legitimacy to a totalitarian regime In general, Abdu Al-Janadis neutral, independent and contan areas and resolving the poor situatiorlleges: encouraging people in other parts of
whenever a presidential election iSSCER represents a wonder obalanced membership from both then the country. For a long time, the authority hasthe country to revolt against the

conducted. Public funds, governmentremen’s  democracy and itgovernment and the opposition as The People can no longer toleratdbeen denying that people arefailed regime, which is exclusively
media, state facilities, the army andoerformed its tasks in the requiredwell, to ensure its being able to ran false promises of reforms and reakuffering from its poor policies that accountable for the constant
the likes have become the intrinsicway proceeding from the productionfree and fair election, or at least tocures to the deteriorating situationsexacerbated their living standardssufferings of its people.

tools of Yemen’s democracyThese of counterfeit voter registersreduce electoral frauds andas well as other similar pledges toand encouraged corrupt and
tools are always used to controlcontaining more than one million violations. help the nation get rid of corruptioninfluential persons to exerciseSouce: Al-WAhdawi.net
elections and manipulate its result irend half a million ghost and minor Suppose that all the members ofnd corrupt individuals. The peopleproperty theft. President Saleh has

favor of the ruler and his party whilevoters. All such registers wereParliament, totaling 301 MPs, belong
SCER’s duties are limited to thisapproved to defend athe forms of to the ruling party, will there be any
context, thus providing a Violations and frauds seenobjective or logical justification in

constitutional and legal cover for thethroughout the different stages of theorder for SCER to be formed from
repeatedly committed frauds ancdelection process. This series ofthe majority party to represent its
violations at the expense of will of frauds and violations culminatedwill as we usually see at Parliament?
the people. This commission thenwith granting a fraudulent legitimacy

presents a fraudulent victoryto a corrupt regime. JMP has multiple options: X
certificate to the ruler in recognition For this purpose,the authority Well done, the Joint Meeting Parties -
of his fraudulent win. proved to be loyal with its (JMP) diagnosed an important aspec

As a result, it is impossible fax commission, thereby suggesting ann the national crisis and the
rule, based on corruption and itsextension for this commission to bedeteriorating situations experienced
legitimacy originates from fraudsin charge of managing the comingin the country, plus the numerous
and violations, tanake a deal on one votes, however, reports made byhreats posed to the national unity
of its tools it always employs to international and local election The JMP uncovered all the aspects o
encourage exercise of corruption an@bservation missions disclosed massppression, corruption and
lengthen its stay in power byfrauds —and violations that totalitarianism that have been so far
counterfeiting will of the people. The accompanied the election processexercised since the current SCER
regime also deceives the outsidd hese reports suggested a package ofas formed. The opposition parties
world by the most recent presidentiaregulations and criteria to reform suggested various alternatives to the
elections conducted in its country SCER, notably the recommendationgleteriorating situations, one of which
which featured the ugliest forms ofincluded in the report submitted byis really reforming SCER in order to
frauds and result manipulation. the European Union Election liberate it from its being dominantly

Almost all the state’s facilite Observation Mission, which were exploited by the ruler to enhance its
including public funds, official signed by the government and theounterfeit legitimacy. The JMP
media and army were exploited inopposition. Some time earlier, therewvants SCER to be a neutral
favor of the ruling party, as well as towas the agreement of principlesmechanism and a balanced element
help in committing numerous fraudsfollowed by the dialogue regulations,as well as an independent dtaf
and violations, which had beenbut as usual, the ruler breached alperforming its constitutional and
recorded by various international andhe agreements and conventiongegal duties in a way ensuring free
local observation missions. SCERbecause he is unable to quit one of itand fair elections. These parties wanf
even didn’t remain at least silence tdools, which he is using to ensure hidgo have a SCER that prevent any,
such violations, but its media officerstay in power for a longer period ofexploitation of public funds and
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Surge In Piracy off Somalia Sparks Global Outcry

By: Daniel Ooko, The Media Line Ltd. way. We are transporting the dead bodyanguages, they endured heavy beating
to Pandya Hospital in Mombassa forfrom their guards, who kept them at se:
he Chinese Consulate,preservation as we wait for directionsfor seven months, while also vandalizing
which received Ching from his family regarding their burial the vessel.
Fong Hwa 168 a Wishes,” Bing Xue, the Chinese consul Somali pirates have, over the last fe
Taiwanese vessel and itsin Nairobitold TML. months, hijacked 26 ships near Somalia’ =% . : ;
crew after months of cap ~ Xue had some diplomatic explainingcoastal waters, including a luxury Cruisgiss &S tis TS s _- } . Temeeany i =
tivity, knew the fishing vessel had a deado do as to why a Chinese diplomatswvaship that, after rockets were fired at it, {3 - 4 . if!!' :

sailor aboard, whocould have been at hand to receive @aiwanese vessel, managed to escape to Mombassa b
turned into chopped meat for sharks ifwhile the region claims autonomy fromscaring off the pirates using artificial BIA6G97
the unfriendly waters off the Somali China. sound instruments. - ' 1 il L
coast. “I am here to receive th€aiwanese  These bizarre incidents of piracy have
ChenTao was killed several months vessel becaus€iwan is part of China led to loss of life and often last from
after the vessel was hijacked by 15 heaand this vessel som Taiwan,” the con  three to six months, during which time
ily armed pirates, when he and anothegul said. commercial ships are relieved of thei
sailor were shot by the hijackers. The The vessel's arrival in Mombassa wascargo, vandalized and the crew terrorize
other sailor survived the attack. a miracle of sorts. After enduring a serieand thoroughly beaten.
When the pirates attempted to feed hif hardships, Ling managed to convince Sailors who have suffered captivity at
dead body to the sharks, the ship's-caghe Taiwanese owners of the vesselthe hands of Somali pirates point @&
tain, Xinshen Ling, saved his body bywhich was hijacked in Somalia April,  well-organized, criminal syndicate that
threatening to throw himself overboardto pay an unspecified amount in ransomcommands a heavily armed, well-traineg
instead. and well-equipped “army,” led by former
After six months of living in a pirats’ The Somali pirates had demandedrmy generals with direct links to the
hideout in a foreign land, Ling was $1.5 million for the release of the vesselcountry’s weak interim authority
becoming immune to the indignity of but as soon as the ransomas paid in Korean sailor Han Seok-ho, 40, th
seeing his sailors subjected to mock exeMid-October the pirates demanded moreaptain ofMavunol andMavuno2, was

cutions and hearing his wife wailing for money . held in captivity for six months in
the life of her husband and son aboard The Taiwanese ship was saved By Somalia, where his interaction with the Efforts to curb the wildcat piracy Ransoms of hundreds of thousands dRed Sea to the Gulf of Aden atiien on

th? Taiwanese vessel. %glrtgssitelttes d;a\:ayrosuzpczztsttoa“m\?vs:the?vhvc?r:césw\?vié::e 2\/;:”%%2 :Lean?ggttosggvaéong Somalia’s coast have been riddledollars have been paid to secure thé the southern regions of Africa. These
He (Chen) was very unlucky because gy dangerou . . ; Y With controversy since 2005, whenrelease of a number of the vesselships have become targets for Somali
they just took him at random and thien off Somalia, where ships are advised tdinks with the syndicate.

i "L ivalkeep at least 200 nautical miles distance “It is difficult to express how harshl Somalia’s  ~Transitional Federal hijacked this year and part of the moneypirates.
heard six shots,” Ling recalled on arrivalkeep . i P . "SNY Government (TFG) signed a contractis paid through bank accounts of individ- “The seafaring industry is very con-
in Mombassa, Kenya, last week, 10 day#0 guarantee their safety we were treated,” Han said on arrival in

) ; Ce For Ling. what was a routine fishing Mombassa this month after he and hiwith a U.S. firm,TopCat Securities, to uals in (Kenyan cities) Nairobi and cerned aboutthis,” says Mwangura.
after a JOII’]t. reconnaissance mISSIOI’]ex e ditior?iurne d to catastrophe when%ﬁoat were released together with fou?]elp fight piracy along its coastline. Mombassa, according to Mwangura.  “There is absolutely no regard for law in
helped free h,'s vessel. . P d pi dth ﬁ ieldincsail d 20 oth 9 ionals aft Somali’s Planning Minister Abdi  He adds that individuals who negotiat-that area. Not only is it not good for busi-
Ling knew just how painful the loss of ac:glleet Tga;iis:gm;e totm?;c ":.’ﬂ\g |Se ;:g;i'.ﬁrs.:za i .(t)t s(?r::\es:\illg nigotﬂfa; :afhizak says the plans to deploy equiped the release of some of the vessels gavess in Africa, but it blocks humanitarian
a crewmate to cruel Somali pirates could u » ad icn gt puvity st Y ISYear nont in the fight against piracy inhim the information, adding that theaid and is bad for the general stability of

hurt, to the extent that he had threatenetCket-propelled grenades, overpower —The scale of the hijackings indicateg - oo ongoing and would begin tccompanies that owned the vessels did ndhe continent.
to end his own life in Somali’s coastaling the ship’s crew and taking themthe Somali pirates have infiltrated the

. . Co show results when the appropriate equipdirectly pay the ransoms, but did so He also says the political instability in
waters. hostage. worldwide marine communication sys- L led i t h h risk ; ia h . . “otally |
" . Aboard the fishing vessel were sailorsem and have mastery of the routing of ment is instal edin Somalia. throug ris| management companle§9ma.|a as given pirates “totally free
It was a real test wanted to ,knOW,',f f different nationalities. amona thea international marine liners plvina the However, critics have cast doubts orthey have hired. rein without any sort of deterrence from
they valued me, but | knew their p03|t.|on0“ : . ' 9 ! . pying the ability of the U.S. firm to deliver on  “That is one of the biggest reasonghe law.”
would be weakened without a captain,Filipino, Chinese and other Asian nation east coast of the Indian Ocean, wher - . . . . .
: i ' S - e contract, questioning the firsn’ why the pirates have a free hand, doing However, during the six months that
Ling told The Media Line (TML) soon als. The members recounted their life irthey carry out sophisticated attacks. fi ial . d its links with h wh h | he C il of Islamic C led
. . . _captivity in the Hom of Africa country  Somali's rate of hijackings soared in inancia cape}CIty and its links with con- pretty much w atever they want alongthe Council o slamic ourts rule most.
aftgr his ship docked in Mombagsa f0|with ain and fear May this vear when the pirates attackeéraCts in Iraq in the 1990s. the coastline,” says Mwangura. of southern Somalia, where Somali
Igvymg nearly seven months of strict cap P vay year, . P : .~ Several countries with historical, secu- “At this point in time, for hijackings pirates are based, piracy abated,
tivity in the dangerous waters. They related that, because the Somabind successfully seized international lin-. L . : L .
i L . P rity and strategic interests in SomaliaSomalia is a very dangerous placeMwangura claims.
“We are very sad it had to end thispirates could hardly speak any foreigrers, humanitarian convoys along th

become more powerful and are believedijackers. Ransom is often paid to winmilitias.

to control clan militias, which have alsothe release of the ships and their crews, The coast has been a major trade route
ecome more powerful and are able t@nd the pirates are in little danger of getfor key commodities such as oil, grain

dictate the pace of the country’s return tding nabbed unless coalition forces interand iron ore. Qil tankers, for instance,

peace initiatives. vene, which is rare, says Mwangura. travel from the Middle East down the

Indian Ocean and held sailors from%ave offered varipus forms of assistaqcelijacking for them is an easy source of Atone point, the Islamic group saigl it
| | ' Brazil, Denmark Taiwan, Japan, India to combat the piracy catastrophe, withmoney more than anything elsé/hat was sending scores of fighters with pick-
1= T ~ - and It:aly ' ' ! Italy promising to help beef up coastalexactly happens to the money after it hagps mountedwith machine guns and
The ruthlessness with which Chen patrols alongside the US Navy been paid is extremely.debatatlble. ant@-aircraft guns to central Somali
Ling, their crews and passengers wer' The reg|ongl coordinator of the Vessels often have .Ilttle ch0|ce.but tpreglons to craclf down on pirates based

treat'e d while in captivity highlights the Seafarers Assistance program, Andrevpass near the Somali co.ast,. which smh"ere. Islamic flghters even stormed
high stakes involved in fighting the Mwangura, says the hugckers 'havealong an important shipping rout.ehuack.ed UAE-registered ;hlp gnd recap-
humanitarian disaster that the  risin ex.ten.swe knowledge of internationalbetween the Red Sea and the Indiatured it after a gun battle in which pirates
cases of piracy has visited on the Wa?shlpp!ng law gnd. Know thgt U.S.-led Oce{:m. Whlle boats are urgedstay 200. — but no crewmembers — were repotted
scarred peaple of Somalia coalition warships in international watersnautical miles from the coast, many driftly wounded. . . .
In February this yeaMV Rozena cannot touph the.m. . F:Ioser. Thg area has also been plagued byMwangura says piracy increased }hls
U.N.-contracted vessel was hijacked “Agcordlng to mformauon, thesg are illegal fishing. . . year gfter Ethiopian forces backing
wﬁeﬁ offloading its humanitarian cargonOt pirates but security guard.s hired by The problem of piracy off Somalia ha.sSome}Il goverqment troops ousted the
in northeast Somalia, causing a threet-he local agents of the ships,” saysbecom.e so bad that the U.N.. Securityslamic Courts in Dgcember. He says that
month aid standoff Tr'1e incident WhiCthangura.“Ygu know there are these prncﬂ has urged member natlops to bq “few elements” in the Somali transi-
involved the aIIegea theft of miIIiyons of weak international laws and you knowvigilant and' protect merchant ships andlongl federaI. government and some
dollars worth of U.N. food aid. led relief these gunmen — they are plever and they.N. agencies . . busme.ssmer! in Puntlgnd, a northeastern
agencies to shift .aic.i routes ’TWorI d know much about mternatlo.n.al laws and Analysts say the piracy is centered.orSc.)mallg region, are myolved because
Food Program, which had c.hartered thgome of them have a military back-drygs,.weapons and human smuggling'piracy is a lucrative business.
MV Rozen plea' ded for its release usingground,” Mwanguraold TML. primarily across the Gulf of Aden and
. ” - Officials and experts say that seizingback into the war-ravaged nation.©2007. The Media Line Ltd. All Rights
Somali traditional elders as mediators.

. - the boats is a lucrative business for th&Varlords have used piracy to fund theirReserved.
Somali’'s traditional elders have

End of the Jewish state

ebate over the Jewish Interestingly, the Palestinian Nationalpolicies cannot go or terror, providing recruits for Kurd, etc. If it succeeds in doing so,the EU. There is no difference between

state, its borders and its Charter offers more than that. Since itSorever. Resistance i organisations such as Israel would cease to be an aberratiorthe neo-conservatives and the neo-

demographic composi creation, the Palestine Liberationstill going strong and Hizbullah and Hamas. Israel for all its neighbours would become secZionists. Both are fundamentalist groups

tion, is likely to pick up Organisation has called for a secularthe Arab boycott has wants the refugees to under-tarian states as well. with messianic callings.

pace as Palestinian- pluralistic state in which all citizens not run its course. stand, once and for all, that For all its pluralistic rhetoric, the US  The Jewish state, just as any other
Israeli negotiations proceed, in keepingiave the right to live equally, regardlessRejection is still the they are not going to be per-seems to favour regional sectarianismtheocracy, has no future. For one thing,
with the Annapolis final statement, overof race, religion or sect. Israel doesn'tposition Arab nations mitted to return to their But what about Levantine Christians?Judaism doesn’'t come in one colour.
the next few monthsl have already recognise that principle, for it wants tomaintain, regardless o homes and land, for what Will they join the Arab nationalist state, There are orthodox and liberal Jews, ori-
received numerous reactions to lastemain a purely Jewish state, one devoithat their governments they used to call home is toor would they have to form their own ental and occidental Jews, Arab and
week’s article, in which | discussed theof Arabs, Muslims or Christians. The think or do. be a purely Jewish territory, Christian state? What about Lebanon®estern Jews, rational and text-abiding
borders of the Jewish state. This is #®luralistic, secular image that Israel Israel wants to be out of bounds for Muslims Would it assume an Arab, Maronite,Jews.Any Judaism on which the new
topic that needs to be reconsidered ifrojects to the West is sheer propagandaecognised as a Jewis and Christians. Israel wantsSunni or Shia identity? How aboutlegitimacy of the Zionist entity would be
light of the intricate fabric of religions as well as its claim that its neighboursstate for several rea the identity of its citizens to Yemen? Would it become a Zayidi orfounded would eventually fade away, as
and ethnicities in the region. History iswant to throw it into the sea. sons. First, Israel wants to expel theébe subsumed by their creed. Shaffiyi state? What about Sudan, wouldlid the myths of the “promised land”
part of reality in the region and mustn't Before the Annapolis conference,1948 Arabs from lIsrael. There is one Third, Israel wants to bring in addi- it become anArab, black, Muslim, and a “light unto nations”. Israel’s fate is
be given a backseat in any final settlelsrael made its recognition of a would-million Arabs living in Israel now and tional immigrants. There are eight mil-Christian or animistic state? And whatnot going to difer much from that of the
ment just because the Arabs lack politibe Palestinian state conditional on thésy 2050 their number will surpass thation Jews living around the world, about the Maghreb countries? Wouldracist regime of South Africa.
cal clout today. latters recognition of Israel as a “Jewishof the Jews, even with Jewish immigra4including American Jews. Should theythey become Arab, or Berber? Israel’'s best option is to become a sec-

Since it was created, Israel has boasstate”. In his opening speech, Presidertion running at the current rate. In theall come to live in Israel, the latter would The US is up in arms against Iran,ular state and live in peace with its

ed of being a democratic country, anBush stated that Israel was the nationdbng term, there will be a majority of have a population of 14 million people,accusing it of involvement in terror. It is neighbours. Israel's leaders and their
oasis of democracy surrounded by mili-state of the Jews, in line with the parti-Arabs in Israel, not counting Arab Jewswhich would reduce some of the imbal-vilifying the Sudanese government andriends in the White House and in
tary or monarchical dictatorships. Israetion plan of 1948. The aim of that Once this happens, Israel's identity, asnce it feels versus Muslims and Arabdrying to take the south away from it. Congress need to acknowledge this fact.
claims to be a pluralistic state, one thatemark is to defend the Zionist entity inwell as its legitimacy, will be at stake. (there are 350 million Arabs in theis opposing the rule of the IslamicThey need to state their position on the
combines the Sephardim with thethe long run, for right now Israel is hav-Once Israeli Arabs become the majorityegion and 1.25 billion Muslims world- Courts in  Somalia and backingborders of Israel, which must be defined
Ashkenazi, one that welcomes Jewishng trouble with its expansionist policiesthey will shed their second-class identi-wide). Since the 1978/ar, and especial- Ethiopian incursions into that country.in keeping with UN resolutions. Israel
immigration from across thevorld. — especially holding on tthe land it ty and become first-class — or ordinaryly since the Lebanon war of 2006, theAnd yet, it backs military rule in can pull out of all the areas it occupied
Jerusalem, we're told, is open to all reli-has occupied since 1967. — citizens. This is why Israel wants toArabs have become credible militaryPakistan. in 1967 and live in peace thereafter.
gions. And Islamic and Christian sancti- For their part, the Arabs refuse toget rid of them, perhaps to swap thenfoes. And with Islamic fervour rising in ~ The US is adopting democracy as dsrael can become a state for all its citi-
ties are looked after, apparently, by decognise Israel until it pulls back fromfor the 750,000 or so Israelis living infaraway places, including Indonesia,slogan in the “Greater Middle East”, butzens, irrespective of religion and race.
secular state that believes in freedom dihe occupied territories. The Madrid andPalestinian areas. Bangladesh and Central Asia, Israel ist is worried about the Islamists taking Shouldthis happen, the US would have
worship. Muslims may have a claim toOslo meetings made this clear. And the Second, Israel wants to resolve theseeking security in numbers. office in Turkey and Morocco. The US achieved its primary strategic goal in the
the above ground part of Al-AgsaArab Peace Initiative reiterated the neegroblem of the 1948 and 1967 refugees, Fourth, Israel wants to back its mesis still opposed to the admission ofMiddle East: it would have guaranteed
Mosque, but Israel has rights to thelo exchange land for peace: full with-now living in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,sianic ideals with geopolitical feats. It isTurkey into the EU, simply becausethe security of Israel.
underground Solomon’s Temple, so goedrawal for full normalisation. So Israel's Egypt and elsewhere. Israel claims thahoping to divide the region into sectari-Turkey has a different culture and reli-
the argument. colonialist tendencies and expansionistefugee camps are a breeding ground fan states: Sunni, Shia, Copt, Turkomengion. Yet it wouldn't mind Israel joining Source: weeklahram.org.eg
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ON THE OCCASION OF EID AL-ADHA
Safer Exploration and Production
Operations Company
SEND THEIR WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO
H. E. Ali Abdullah Saleh
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
~ \WISHING THE PEOPLE OF YEMEN
SAFER MORE SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY
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Defining good management practices in Yemen: A survey

have changed, we have institutionalenable him to become friends not onlydepends on the willingness of the staffnanagers is their inability to manage
Defining good management ized management and advocated fowith his staff but also with his cus- to voluntary exert additional efforts andtime. Muneer Abdullah, personal assis-
ffective management is a We start in-house, with YemenTimes’ specialization, following this change tomers. He emphasized on the imporexcel in their jobs, this is not derived bytant, says: “the worest managers are
concept which continues own  Financial Manager Hayaf the corporation have grown at a rapidance of this skill for the success of anyharsh or restrictive management, hé¢hose who do not have respect for time,
to puzzle not only busi- AbdulRahman, who stated that soungace, and | am very happy with the outmanager especially in the Yemeni busistates, “it is a matter of feeling a part othey are late for their appointments,
nessmen and executives financial management has got to comeome of delegation and systemization’ness environment, which dependshe organization”. always late for their meetings, call you
but is a concern for all from the ability to meet your targets, in AbdulRahmanAl-Haiday, General heavily on social networking. Wajdi saeed, executive officer at aat the late night or holidaygquesting
employees in the privet sector. Yementhe world of numbers and budgets, sucManager of Al-Haidary corporation, travel & tourism company says thatsomething, they are very disorganized
privet sector is no exception, a busineséess depends on continuously achieweiterated that the core essence of marRedefining good management good managers have two signs, the firgind unwilling to respect time”.
environment dominated by entrepre ing the objective with the least numberagement is decision-making, the abilityFrom an employee’s prospective, goods that they lead by example, they show Najib Alawi, phone operator, adds:
neurs, family businesses, and tycoon$)f glitches. He adds that good manageto make the right decisions at the righmanagement is an admirable talent natp to work first and leave last, and“you find examples this type of man-
every person in management or has sufnent starts from setting a challengeablenoments. only because it helps the organizatiorexhibit high willingness to get their agers at the government, they hold their
ficient authority is always in search ofobjective, and striving to successfully This is a leadership quality which isachieve its goal, but it also helps allhard dirty and become a part of theofficial meetings during gat sessions,
better, more effective, and more effi-achieving it with the minimum costs critical to the success of any manageriemployees live up to and exceed théeam. discuss critical and official business at
cient ways of undertaking business.  possible. al job. He also stated that the managesxpectations from them. The second sign is that they toleratéhe late hours of the night, make an
However, the key issue is under- AbdulRakim Al-Ba’'adani, Genera must win other employees and partners Hana Abdullah, a public relations mistakes, they know humans areappointment at 9 in the evening, and
standing and identifying what is betterManager of Net Technology corpora-on board with any strategy that he officer at an oil company says that hehumans and are bound to make misnotify you with you fifteen minutes
and how to measure effectiveness antion, says that the management style imight have, in order to ensure their colview of good management dependsakes, therefore a mistake or an error ibefore”.
efficiency, is it the direct costs incurred,successful when you can automate thiaboration or any project or expansionhighly of what your staff think of you. understandable and one should take This survey interviewed large num-
the ability to marshal staff and process of management, and result iplan the manager might envision for theShe explained saying that if the stafimeasures to rectify it and make a sysber of businessmen and employees to
resources promptly, the ability to creat¢he ability of the organization to run establishment. would like to continue giving their job tem to avoid similar mistakes in thedefine what good management is, how-
and cope with change, or the ability totself through dependence on a system, Abdullah Sofan, Managing director 100 % of their efforts and enjoy thefuture. ever, apparently there is no single defi-
increase profitability is an increasingly he states that a few years back the maof NIIT information technology insti- work environment, then the manager is nition of good management, it depends
more competitive business environ agement of his corporation was heavilytute, stated that a manager must be ab&esuccessful one. Signs of bad management on achieving the desired results while
ment. In this surveyyemenTimes sur- reliant on the interference of theto network and connect with people on  Hassan Ahmed, a human resourceshe other side of the argument helpgonsidering all the other factors that
veys several managers from cross-cuiGeneral Manager to run its day-to-daymore than one level, adding that a goodlerk, adds to that saying that managefurther define good management, onenight contribute to the success of the
ting industries and asks these questiongperations. He stated: “But now thingsmanager must have social skills thament is not a forceful activity, it of the most popular notions about bagob.

Out of step at the ECB

ECB has resorted to an unconvincingVim Duisenberg, has wanted to raisdions would not be the issue they havehe Bank of Canada did more than tallican cut 100 basis points from the fed-
bluff, because it has an inflationaryrates by only 25 basis points at a timebecome. Moreover, from a higher rate- it cut interest rates. eral funds rate and not lose control over
he European Central Bank expectations problem. Many in the Governing Council want- level, the ECB would be in a better The ECB has the same option, butJS inflationary expectations. Yet, the
remains seriously out of Past policy missteps are responsibled to go faster, because they knew thegosition to cut rates now that the econrefuses to use it. Along with its emptyECB cannot cut interest rates 1 basis
step with other key central for the ECB’s present predicament.  had a long journey in front of them, butomy is slowing. threats of interest rate hikes, there is point because it fears euro-zone infla-
banks in the industrial The first misstep was the ECB’sTrichet refused. Several frustrated hawks on thereal danger the ECB will be labeled theionary expectations are becoming
world despite recently delay in tightening monetary policy, The hawks were right to be in aGoverning Council are dead set againstentral bank that barks but doesn’t bitainglued.
announced coordinated efforts tolong after it had become obvious thahurry. Because of the late start andutting interest rates precisely becausgnimal behaviorists know that barking This is clear and convincing evi-
increase short-term liquidity in theinterest rates had been held too low (aglow pace, the Governing Council hadhey believe that, at 4%, rates alreadwand biting are substitutes, not compledence of the ECB’s previous policy
banking system. The United States2%) for too long (from June 2003 toreached only the 4% mark when théhave been “cut” from the 5% or so lev-ments). missteps in the normalization of inter-
Canada, and the United Kingdom allDecember 2005). The ECB’s hawks.current financial crisis effectively put a els they had expected to achieve. They The ECB’s credibility is on the line. est rate process. If Europe’s central
have cut interest rates recently. But theinderstanding the dangers of abnorid on further rate hikes. Trichet evendon’t want to go further, and one canHow seriously, one wonders, did thebank had not been too late and too slow
ECB holds firm against cutting; mally low interest rates for a centralhad to rescind the rate hike he had siginderstand their chagrin, if not agreeChinese take Trichet when he came ti the past, it would have been truer to
indeed, after the Governing Council'sbank whose primary objective is pricenaled for September, though he stilwith their policy stance. China to protest the euro’s “brutal” its own price stability mandate, and not
December meeting, ECB Presidenstability, had been eager to start raisinglaims the increase has been merely The ECB will have to cut interest appreciation against the renminbi? Cuhow out of step with central banks in
Jean-ClaudeTrichet said that some rates earlier. But the leadership was topostponed, not abandoned. rates in 2008 if it wants to avoid a hardyour own interest rates, they must havether industrial countries.
members were in favor of raising ratestimid. Not a chance. The truth is that ECBlanding for the euro-zone economy. thought to themselves, and you will
Who are they kidding? Everyone A faster pace for rates hikes couldwould not be in its current predicament Being out of step has consequencesave less to complain about.
knows that the ECB cannot raise interhave offset the slow start, but the ECBf the central bank had reached theélhe euro has sharply appreciated, for Being out of step also focuses attenMelvyn Krauss is a senior fellow at the
est rates now, and for some time tagain erred on the side of caution. Fo#.75% or even 5% level by now example, causing Trichet to condemrtion on the fact that the ECB is in dan-Hoover Institution, Stanfalr
come. In the midst of the most seriouseasons that are unclear, Trichet, iHigher rates would have meant lowerbrutal” currency moves. When the ger of losing control over inflationary University. Copyright: Projetc
financial crisis in recent memory, thecontrast to the ECB’s first president,inflation, so that inflationary expecta- Canadian dollar sharply appreciatedexpectations. The US Federal ReservByndicate, 2007.

Stabllity, skilled labour and infrastructure
top locational factors for foreign affiliates

Bright investment prospects how well their host countries per
Most respondents were optimisticformed on the various factors. The
regarding the prospects of new investhighest scores were given to countries
acroeconomic and ments in their host economies. About 7@ttitudes towards foreign investors, cor
political stability are per cent expected their investments tporate income taxes and double taxg
the most important increase, while only 7 per centtion treaties. In contrast, the five factors
locational factors expressed the opposite view. Almast for which host countries received the
according to the third of the foreign affiliates predicted lowest scores on average were rai
Worldwide Survey oforeign Afiliates large increase in their investments in theoad and sea infrastructurepatural

By: YemenTimes Staff

By: Melvyn Krauss

UNCTAD Investment Brief
Number 3 2007

_ Perceived importance of location factors
(Average scores: 1-not at all important; 5-extremely important)

Macroeconomic stability |

Political stability I

Quality of telecommunications ]

conducted by UNCTAD and th&orld host country during the periodresources and real estate. Develope
Association of Investment Promotion2008—2010.UNCTAD obtained similar countries generally scored better tha
Agencies (WAIPA). While generally findings in its World Investment developing and transition economies
optimistic about the future prospects forProspects Survey 2007-2009 of parerithey did particularly well with regard
more investment in their respective hoseompanies of TNCs. More than twoto double taxation treaties, telecommu
countries, executives of foreign affili thirds of the responding companies imications and financial services, as wel
ates also stressed the importance dhat survey expected their foreign direcias stability

access to skills, low corporate incomdnvestment expenditures to increase factors. Not surprisingly, developing
taxes and high-quality telecommunica €ach year until 2009A third of the and transition economies received
tions. Most affiliates called for policy respondents expected an increase dfigher scores in the supply of low-
improvements in the regulatory andmore than 30 per cent skilled labour

institutional environment. They also (Www.unctad.org/en/docs/wips2007_en.
called for lower taxes. pdf).

Executives of foreign affiliates of Locational factors vary in importance
transnational corporations (TNCs) oftenlnvestors yearn for stability for different kinds of investments and
play an important CEOs of foreigraffiliates were asked to for different countries. Investment

role when investment decisions ardank various locational factors accerd Promotion Agencies (IPAs) therefore)
made. Their views on the local invest ing to their importance in investmentneed to consider carefully what factors
ment decision-making. Macroeconomic andare of the greatest relevance for th

environment are transmitted to headpolitical stability were given the highestkinds of investment they are targeting
quarters and taken into account wherverage score of 4.3 (see figure 1). and analyze how well they are perferm
different locations are considered forThis applied to foreign affiliates acrossing in those areas. IPAs may subse
new and expansion investments or foregions and industries. Other factorgjuently highlight the areas in which
the downsizing of existing operations.deemed very important include the gualthey are performing particularly well in
Against this background, UNCTAD andity of telecommunications, the supplytheir marketing materials, survey sug
WAIPA jointly conducted the and costs of skilled labour, corporategests that developing and transitior
Worldwide Survey oforeign Afiliates taxes, and banking and other financiaeconomies may need to pay attention t
from February to April 2007. This first Services. At the other end of the spec political stability and telecommuniea
study of its kind aimed to examine thetrum, one finds rail and sea transpertations infrastructure, whereas develope
views of foreign affiliates with regard to tion, availability of natural resourceseconomies should be aware of their re
investment prospects and local businesand the supply and costs of low-skilledative weakness in the areas of incer
environments in host economies. Thdabour. However, the results depend otives and corporate income tax rates
questionnaire was sent to chief executhe industry. For example, rail and se@verall, policymakers may have reaso
tive officers (CEOs) of 850 foreign affil transportation and access to naturao improve the supply of highly skilled
iates. Atotal of 96 CEOs completed theresources were considered important bjabour. While IPAs may have little
questionnaire, a response ratelibfper foreign affiliates in resource-basedpower to change things on their own
cent. The distribution of responses-corindustries. they may provide useful inputs to gov-
responded relatively well to that of the ernment ministries when setting priori-
full sample, although Latin America wasHow well do countries perform? ties for future policy developments.

Implications for IPAs

Presence of other companies in the same industry

somewhat underrepresented. Executives were also asked to assessource: UNCTAD.

Costs of high-skilled labour

Supply of high-skilled labour

Corporate income taxes

Quality of banking and other financial services

Investment incentives

Attitude towards foreign investors

Hiring and firing regulations

Double taxation treaties

Quality of international air connections

General costs of doing business

Quality of local suppliers of goods and services

Access to export markets

Quality of health services

Quality of universities and research institutes

Energy costs

Quality of road network

Bilateral investment treaties

Proximity to sophisticated customers

Quality of housing

Ability to recruit internationally

International schools

Costs of real estate

Personal taxation

Costs of low-skilled labour

Quality of international sea links

Supply of low-skilled labour

Availability of natural resources

Quality of rail network
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Jealousy is a right likeambition, Teacher Lamis!

By: Adel Hassan Al-adlany restricted it to theArabic and Islamic destructive thoughts, models of bad new
Englishlanguagegraduae world, viz, it must be taken into accountfashion or the eyes of malevolent people
Amran faculty the limitations of time and placedf  This inclination of jealousy doesn't exist
aladlany @yahoo.com course, big differences will be found only in genushomo butin animalstoo.

when comparing jealousy in the IslamicFor example, if there is a strange malg
s a matter of fact, | was andArabic culture to th&Vestern. If there camel flirting with a female one, there
attracted by the article is jealousy there will not be disintegrationwould be jealousy of the male camel tha
entitled " Jealousy no& and spiritual bankruptcy loves it.
right at all, dear Maged,” Jealousy, in my own outlook, is not as By the wa, teacher Lamis puts a ques-
written by Lamis some think, ie, that it is absolutely negation: "Who is more jealous anavhy?",
Abdulkarim Shuga'a in issue N#109, tive and destructive. On the contrary, it ishinking she will give a clear persuading
which was in response tdlaged Al a kind of love and interest towards theanswer to the reader, but in contrast, sh
Kholidy's article in issuel105, entitled person you love. It is very important toelaborates further from the focus of the
"Jealousy : is it men's or women's right?'tistinguish between jealousy and envyissue. Despite this, | will answer it as bes
| was more dazed when | swam amongdealousy involves wanting to keep someas | possibly can, hoping the idea is-con
the lines. thing you already havewhereas envy veyed . On théuasis of myknowledge

First of dl, | would like to thank involves wanting something you don'tthe degree of jealousy is not determined

teacher Lamis for her beautiful and deli have. In other words, when | get jealoudy men or women; rather, it depends of
cate writing which paid my attention to for you it means | respect you. the external stimulus and situations,
express my own standpoint as frankly as  Consequently, jealousy is a right of There are situations which force men tg
can with my esteem to allthink itis evi ~ woman as of marA wife might not be be more jealous than women and vicqg
dent from the first reading that there is ajealous for any member of her familyversa. But | understand that a woman'
apparent paradox in Lamis' article . I'mexcept her husband. She tries to defenj@alousy is different from a man's. The|

sorry to say that, but | bring my justifica and praise him in front of her peersformer involves craziness and hysteria, ap "Jealousy not a right at all

Maged," published in issue N&109,
December 6th, 2007 want to com- |
ment on some points by Lamis com®fgd.
menting on my article entitled, With respect to this point, jealousy What | want to affirm is that wha
"Jealousy: is it a men's or women'®ay cause many problems among farwould be the reactions and sequen
ilies. Though some may not care abowof the common cases when a husbg
Firstly, what Lamis said about jealthat, some others, such as wives afales or marries another wife or wive
ousy as an "inner sense existing insidéisbands, may take it seriously, corsimilarly, what are the reactions ary
every normal person just like lovenecting it with other social or religiousresults if the women has "moral rela-
hate, hunger, fear, hope etc.,” can [@rms. Accordingly, many cases can b®ns" with other menWould the hus-
P considered as her opinion. But that i&@ken as instances of the good or thmand accept it?
'not true' in all respects. Actually, thi$ad cases of jealousy.
contradicts the fact that jealousy is a Lamis does reaIIy raise an importartake real examples to tackle the diffg
feeling related to love, not anothepoint, which is if "a woman asks heent domains of the topic. The top
feeling like love or hatred as Lamidwsband [for a] divorce, telling himwould be more interesting to look at g

tions forward to the reader to evaluate atvhy?! — jealousy, of course. It can con-getting out of reasonable bounds, whilg
theend. tribute to enhancing relations betweerthe latter is rational to some extent, ag
In the brilliant title, she says, "Jealousymarriedones. Althoughthere are special most sayA man likes to have a wife so as
is not a right at all." If we suppose that'scases of women in particular who misleado be a place of his cordiality and love
completely right, it means we deprivethe aspect of jealousy. For instance, someithout other sharing him these feelings
humankind of feelings, and while read-wives use jealousy as a sharp weapowhereas a woman cannot have that excep
ing, we find there is a paradox in heragainst their husbands, which results iy good treatment and not committing
words, for example when she saysdestroying the nest of marital life due toany type of follies as some do; otherwisq
"Jealousy is considered to be an innethis sort of woman feeling psychological a man will go to happily live at another
sense which exists inside every normaly feeble, but | believe a wife can beplace (wife ).
person just like love, hate, hunger, fearstrong enough to attract her husband's In sum, we can say jealousy is a right ag
hope, etc.", and, "wherever love existsattention and convince him to live onlyany feeling, such as love, sorrow, ambi
jealousy also exists." Ok, | have a quiz fowith her A wife can make her husbandtion, etc. Jealousy is as exactly as the syn
teacher Lamis just to deliver the ideain see her as a twinkling star at night or a recay which may be burning to the tende
clear way. As | read, you are currentlyrose at the daytime, which is surely viaeyes or warming to the chilly bodies and|
doing an M.A., so my quiz is: do you treating him gently and "offering all the selection is left for you ,dear reader, i
hope to complete youPH degree?! If means of comfort and enjoyment” as. Mrorder to get the suitable with your life
your answer is "yes" (and I'm sure it isMaged referred to. In this way, there.Thus be aware and contemplate wét .
because you seem diligent), it means yooouldn't be any chance or desire for hehere, | think it is enough for those to eon
have the right to be ambitious; then simi husband to look for anothethen he feels ceptualize the conception well.
larly, youhave the right to be jealous.  spiritually stable, even if there is a damsel Last but not least, | want to advise all
Besides, it seems that teacher Lamiglittering with beauty and glamauxhus- dear readers not to be idealistically influ
focuses largely on the negative side oband in this case will willingly exchange enced by the thoughts hidden in the dress
jealousy since it can be beneficial dnd love and sympathy with his wife. of neutrality. It is better to be realistically
will come to explain it later. It is noticed On the other hand, man also has the logical.
also teacher Lamis exhausted herselight to be jealous for his wife, similar to  In conclusion, | don't forget to thank
when she went to ask a Christian friendvomen. Aman's jealousy can be arousedVr. Maged for every effort done for evok-
about jealousy, neglecting the Islamic andvhen he sees risks and challenges suing the critical and thinking skills of read
Arabic view; however, Mr.Maged rounding his wife, whether rumors, ers, and pleasant days to all!

Lessons on American accent

By: Abdullah Saleh Ali Remember, some dictionaries use twintonation changes the soutwda soft D.
heart_nicer@yahoo.com different written characters, the upside Letter sounds like [ledder].

down e & [] for the neutral uh sound. Water, daughter, bought a, caught a, lg
The American R of, got a, later, meeting, better

The AmericarR is like a vowel because  Silent or Neutral? What a good idegw'd' guid?i deey']

it does not touch anywhere tile mouth. A schwa is neutral, but it is not silent. Put it in a bottle. [pu di di n" b?d'l]

In Korean, Japanese, Spanish, ItaliarBy comparison, the silent E at the end of Get a better water heat¢gedda bed-

Greek and many other languages, the R & word is a signal for pronunciation, butder w?der heeder]

a consonant because it touches behind tliteis not pronounced itself: code is [kod]. Put al the data inthe computer

teeth. The American R is produced deeffhe E tells you to say an [o]. If you leave[pudall the dayd' in the k'mpyuder]

in the throat. Like the French R and thehe E off, you have cod, [k&d]. The Patty ought to write a better letter

German R, the American R is in theschwa, on the other hand, is neutral, but fip?dy ?d' ride a bedder ledder]

throat, but unlike those two consonanis an actuatound, uh. For example, you 3/[T is Silent]

sounds, it doesn't toucliet's contrast could also write photography as phuh- T and N are so close in the mouth thaj

two similar sounds: [&] and [r]. Hold your tah-gruh-fee. the [t] can disappear

hand outin front of you, with your pain The schwa is a neutral sound, (no-dis Interview  [innerview]

up, like you are holding a tray on it. tinctive characteristics), but it is the most International [innernational]

Slightly drop your hand down, and saycommon sound ithe English language. Advantage [sedveen’]]

ah, like you want the doctor to see youiTo make the uh sound, put your hand on Percentaggpercen’]

throat. Now, curl your fingers up slightly your diaphragm and push until a grunt If the T is atthe end ofa word, you

and say [r].Your tongue should feel in escapesDon't move your jaw, tongue or almost don't hear it at all.

about the same position as your hand. lips, just allow the sound to flow past Put, what, lot, set, hot, sit, shot,
your vocal cords. It should sound like uhbrought

& not ah. 4/ Bottom of the Staircase [T is Held]

Let's start with the [ee] soundlthough Once you master the two sounds [ee] With -tain, -tten and some TN cormbi

it's not a common sound, [&e]] is very-dis and uh, yowvill have an easier time pro nations, theT is held. The "held T" is,

tinctive to the ear, and is typically nouncing 'can' and ‘can't. In a sentencetrictly speaking, not really & at all.

American.As its phonetic symbol indi- the simple positive 'can' sound like [k'n]. Remember, [t] and [n] are very close in]

cates, [ee] is a combination of [d] + [e]. The simple negative 'can't’ sounds likehe mouth. If you have [n] immediately
To pronounce it, drop youiaw down as [kan(t)]. after [t], you don't pop the [t}—the

if you were going to say [&]; then from Intention Spelling tongue is in the [t] position, but your
that position, try to say eh. The final Pronunciation release the air for the [n] not the [t]. Make
sound is not two separate vowels, but Positive I can doit. | k'n dosure you don't put a schwa before the [n]
rather the end result of the combinationit. you need a sharp upward sliding intena
It is very close to the sound that a goat Negative Ican'tdoit. | k?n(t)tion up tothe "heldT," then a quick drop
makes: ma-a-a-ah do it. for the N.

Extra Positive lcandoit. 1k??n
a do it. The American L

The [&] sound is a more common sound Extra Negative | can't doit. |k?nt The AmericanL has two different pro
than [ee];To pronounce [&], relax your do it. nunciations in English (of course, other
tongue and drop your jaw as far down as The AmericanT is influenced very wise it would be too easy!). In the begin
it will go. As a matter of fact, put your strongly byintonation and its positiom ning or middle of a word, the tongue tip
hand under your chin and say [ma], [p&]a word or phrase. It can be a little trickytouches just behind the teeth on thos
[t&], [s&]. Your hand should be pushedif you try to base your pronunciatimm hard ridges. In this position, theshould-
down by your jaw as it opens. spelling alone. n't give you much trouble. The difficulty
Remembe it's the sound that you make There are, however, 4 basic rulesiT begins when thk is at the end of a word.
when the doctor wants to see your throal], [T is D], [T is Silent], [T is Held]. Because the lettdr has a shorter, sharp
er pronunciation in other languages, thig
uh The American T will carry over into English, where the
Last is the schwa, the most commoril/Top of the Staircase [i§ T] whole word will just sound too sho#t
sound in American English. Depending If the T is at the beginning of a word the end of a word, thé is especially
on how fast you speak, how smoothly(or the top of the staircase), it is a strongnoticeable if it is either missing (Chinese)
you make liaisons, how strong ydato-  clear Tsound. or tooshort(Spanish). ¥u need to put
nation is, how much you relax your In the beginning of a word: table, take littte schwa sound before the final If.
sounds.Spelling doesn't help identify it, tomorrow, teach, ten, turn Thomas triedyou want to say the word ball, [bal], it
because it can appear as any one of theo times. will sound too short if you don't say [bé-
vowels, or a combination of them. ltas With astressed Bnd STTS, TR,CT, uhl]. You may even need to add aytin
neutral vowel sound, uh. It is usually inLT and sometimesNT combinations: schwa at the end to finish off the L, [b&-

an unstressed syllable, though it can b&hey control the contents. uh-luh].

stressed as well. In the past tense, D sounds likefter In the end somwords r pronunced in
Whenever you find a vowel that canan unvoiced consonant sound — f, k, pamerican accent

be crossed owtind its absence wouldn'ts, ch, sh, tifbutnot T). | shuda tol joo= ishould have told

change the pronunciation of the word, picked [pikt], hoped [houpt], raced ledder gedda bedder wada heedr = I

because it is so common, however, thfrast], watched [wéacht], washed [washt] her get a better waterheater
wrong pronunciation of this one little It took Tim ten times to try the tele- and so oni Il tell some rules
sound can leave your speech stronglphone kwee geddit = can we get it
accented, even if you Americanize every 2 Middle of the Staircase [T is D] jeet= did you eat

thing else. If the T is in the middle of the word,  noo joo=no dicu

1=

right?".

said.

1)

o
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Jealousy asa social
phenomenon, not as a mere feelin

.(@Ei il
SEve |

By: Maged ThabetAl-kholidy \7//
majed_thabet@hotmail.com

ith reference to as a mere feeling, because nobodher, and it is she who asks for divor
s denies thisl talked about it as a social think he will be the winner. He will
Abdulkarim issue that may have a negative impacbt feel jealous but happy, because |he
Shuga'a's article,in our society. The purpose is to gas not going to pay her any rights, espe-
entitl e d different opinions and views of differ-cially if the matter reaches police court
Deagnt people so that the topic can Her settlement. This also happens orly
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domains of jealousy as a feeling.

taken through the mind's eye as a socfabm time to time, and is not commo
phenomenon, not only as a mere feedo that we make generalizatio

accordingly.

| think that Lamis, as a woman, cg
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that she will marry another one..."the sides and actual cases of this phe-

In my article, | said jealousy is aere, Lamis reveals her opinion that aomenon in our society.
basic feeling, but it cannot exist withhusband will not accept if the wife asks To conclude, | do not say that jed|
out the feeling of love, and at the sanf@r a divorce to marry another one. Theusy is a right of men or women, but
time it is not related to other feelinggxample is really good, but Lamis gerask all readers to answer this questi
like hatred or hunger. For this, | waneralizes her opinion for all such similataking real cases and viewpoints th
to ask Lamis: can anybody have jeatases.
ousy without love? And: can anybody Actually that is the right of the wifeto reach an impartial conclusio
feel jealous for a person that he or shienly to ask for divorce”, but the husthrough which every one of us cg
hates?o answer these two questions,band is not forced to divorce hdn know how, when and where to use je
hope Lamis realizes the scope ariblis case, if he loves her, he will nobusy. Accordingly, | hope Lamis an
divorce here, that is all. He will not dieother readers share opinions throu

Lamis attacked me for talking abou®f jealousy, as Lamis said. It is true thatriting articles for this interesting pag
jealousy as a right.do not know if she the wife may go to court(s) to complaiin Yemen Times.
could really understand the purpose @gainst the husband and ask far
my article or not. She said at the begirglivorce. It happens, but there are onMajed Thabet Al-kholidy is a write
ning of her article that she likes myare cases of this examplethink we from Taiz, currently doing his M.A. 3
interesting topics which "have beesghould not generalize such casdanglish Dep,Taiz Uni. He is an ex-edir
various social, moral, and religious"according to rare cases. tor of English Journal of the
t Actually, | wrote about that matter not In case that husband does not lovgniversity.

exist in society. The purpose of this
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The village that turned into gat fields

By: Saddam Al-Ashmouri house village suffering from a lack of However, Ali Al-Qaren, one of the
For the Yemen Times water. According to Rashad, it haslocals, argued that gat cultivation is
forced locals to resort to big watermore profitable than cereals cultiva-
Qaren, a mountainous area in Amrantrucks to transport water from thetion. Qaren gat branches are the best in
has experienced qat cultivation sincevater supply system. Water broughtquality; therefore, gat is more expen-
2004. Now the process has increaseftom others areas did not go to all landsive there, compared to other areas. For
remarkably. Despite the mountainousultivated with gat, making locals drill that matte Ali Al-Qaren resorted to
nature and terraces of the area, qdbur wells, of which two dried up. planting gat on 5,720 square meters of
crops reached 2,176,000 square meteRashad used the leverage of somhis own land. Cereal crops are harvest-
in 2007. Springs and streams do nolpcals to stand against further wateed only once a year, whereas gat can be
exist in the area, which depends maindepletion. His attempt was futile, asharvested more than twice annually.
ly on the rainy season for water concerned parties remain deaf towardespite warnings against gat cultiva-
Therefore, locals were obliged to drillthe issue. tion made by certain parties, the
wells randomly to meet gat's waterQaren is famous for the good quality ofprocess of planting gat trees is increas-
demand. its gat. Recent price hikes in gat resultingly growing.
Individual efforts are being exerted toed in Rashad? cultivating 4,400 squardbdu M. Humran, Dean of Education
educate the public about the risks antheters over the last three monthsof Faculty in Amran, considered the
dire consequences caused by gat cultreaching 7,480 square meters of hisituation very dangerous, in addition to
vation. Rashad Al-Qareni, a local, saidand, 11,000 square meters in area. the impact he claims is inflicted upon
that locals committed a mistake bylLocal used to cultivate their lands withYemeni families by buyinggat at
planting gat trees in the entire areacereals such as corn, barley, wheat, arekhorbitant prices and its negative
which demand huge quantities ofother crops. Now it has been changeémpact on agriculture.
water, while they live in a twenty- into gat saplings grown in the area. "Qat depletes a huge quantity of
ground water. It also consumes a lot of
pesticides, which is the key reason
behind the price hikes of other agricul-
tural crops such as vegetables. The
non-availability of growing alternative
crops such as fruits and vegetables, and
the lack of agricultural equipment
caused the citizens to resort to growing
gat for increased profit, assuring that
gat is a real danger in our country,"
Humran further explained.
The Yemen Times reporter attempted
to contact local authorities in the gov-the responsible parties as being siler2005. 260 million gat trees have beerQat cultivation threatens Yemen with
ernorate to ascertain their role in thisowards this problem. He further statecplanted. drought due to a huge depletion of
issue, but they were unavailable forthat the government should help facili-Agricultural office statistics also show groundwater supplies, 800 million
comment. It appeared that those appraate agriculture by providing farmersthat coffee cultivation declined from cubic meters of which are used for gat
priate parties are unable to come oufith new and sophisticated equipment33,545 hectares in 2002to 32,260 irrigation, bringing Sana'a into jeop-
with a vivid vision and strategies aboutto educate the public about the impactbectares due to gat cultivation. Moneyardy. 4,000 water wells are used for
how to deal with the qat issue, in ordeif gat. spent to purchase gat increased to $14at, reducing groundwater reserves by
to reduce its cultivation and find otherOfficial statistics indicate that 136,138billion annually, according to agricul- 3 to 6 meters annually, which could
alternatives to encourage farmers thectares are cultivated with gat, artural statistics from the Ministry of lead to a drought disaster in the coun-

Qat is cultivated over 2,176,000 square meters in Qaren village. grow new crops. increase from 123,933 hectares irAgriculture. try.
Najeeb Dahan, a Qaren local, criticized

A Museum to promote
International understanding

he "Museum With No Frontiers" is the largest - and most conveniexgsets without any major investment. At
- museum in the world. It is open 24 hours a day, and doesn't etlesame time, however, we like to pres
charge for admission. Anyone can go online and view 18 exhibitioast certain exhibits in their respective
from 14 countries, click their way from Islamic art to Arabic calligenvironments, which is why we created
raphy and stroll along the exhibition trails. This article contains ane exhibition trails. These are virtual
interview with the museum's founder, Eva Schubert. paths along which monuments and
archaeological sites can be viewed i
their natural environments. Thematic
In 1994, you inaugurated the This is whatwe wishto make clear. itineraries covering MoroccoTunisia,
"Museum With No Frontiers". This is Egypt or the ‘"lights of the
an unprecedented project dedicated Is it the museum's intention also t0 Mediterranean” take the visitor oa
to the discovery of Islamic art. What change the image of an Islamic cul journey past oases, caravan stations ar
is your goaf? tural landscape which people today historic sights. This makes for a more
Our goal is both straightforward andtend to perceive first and foremost as jjjustrative presentation of the exhibits
highly complicated at the same time.a crisisregion? in their original locations.
The idea behind the "Museuwdlith No  Yes, absolutely. The problem with all
Frontiers" is to deepen people's knewl crises is that they are only triggeredaby Your museum's perspective is always
edge of history, art and culture so as temall group of people, yet so many peofocused on the past. Are you also
encourage cooperation between Europple suffer as a result. Countering this isnterested in modern art?
and its neighbor&\e believe that works certainly one of the tasks of theAbsquter. Our next theme will address
of art, be they museum exhibits, menu"MuseumWith No Frontiers"We defi-  the colonial times, bringing us another|
ments or archaeological sites, arenitely regard our agenda as beiag step closer to the present dee are of
ambassadors of the differeniviliza- political one, as wensist that art and course also interested in contemporary

Qaren is famous for the good quality of its gat.

o

tions and their history. culture have a role to play in promotingart - the only problem is that it is very

o _ _ ~ international understanding, and that wejifficult to get permission to reproduce
Which impression do you wish to gie  must take advantage of this. current works, so unfortunately our
of Islamic art? hands are tied.

One essential feature of Islamic art is th&Vhat do the Islamic countries hope to

fact that it is an integral part of life. It is gain from the museum? Is it alsoa How is the museum's portal used? Is
not merely decorative or religious, butquestion of saving their art treasures? it a success story?

has an important bearing on everydayor the Palestinians it is doubtless-parit certainly is - at the moment, we have
life and on the family and its domain. Itticularly important to document their ground 3,000 visitors to the museum
is to be found in all areas, and iscultural wealth in the virtual museum, asevery day. That's a really huge number

omnipresent. Presenting Islamic art andhis allows them to demonstrate thagng very many of them come frohnab -.%x\)
architecture in its broad-ranging sociatthere are important objects bearing-wit countries. However, people in thdest S|
context is one of the main objectives ofess to the Palestinian history which ar@ave also shown increasing interest ir §’?
the virtual museum. at risk of falling victim to the conflicts, |slamic art and culture during the years oa,g

and indeed have already done so. SOM# crisis, and we are constantly trying to
What can the Western world learn objects we exhibit no longer actually attract new groups of visitors. Just now
from Islamic art? exist in reality. They have long beenwe are in the process of broadening ou
The first thing that every Europeandestroyed and can now only be viewed| earn with MWNF" program as a plat
should learn is that Islamic art is notin the virtual museum. This is certainlyform for schools. Our aim is to give
"foreign”, but was for many centuriesan important aspect. However, generallyeachers easier access to the virtud
also an integral part of the Europearspeaking our primary aim is to doecu museum, allowing them to "work with
identity. Its presence can be strongly feliment cultural history and make it aceesthe museum" and pass on the contents {o
in Spain, Portugal and Southern ltaly;sible to people, thereby fostering inter their students. What could be better thah
what is more, there are close ties witmational understanding. having teachers encourage their studen
Christian and also in Jewish art. The-dis  On your website, however, you notto acquire knowledge of different eul
tinction between the Orient and theonly present museum exhibits, but alsqures at an early age? After all, that must
Occident which is so often claimed tooffer a programof "exhibition trails". be the basis for any form of mutual
exist is merely an artificial one. In the Yes indeed. Basically, we aim not toynderstanding.
area of culture and art, the two havdransport works of art. After all, every
influenced each other in many casescountry should have the chance taCopyright: Goethe-Institut, Online-
and this continues to be the case todagrganize exhibitions of their cultural Redaktion
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