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TAIZ, June 4 — The verdict in the case

of comedian and performer Fahd Al-

Qarni was delayed until next month,

while a crowd of nearly 300 waited out-

side the courthouse and watched as secu-

rity forces blocked and turned away both

lawyers and the media, who were trying

to enter the court.

Yesterday’s hearing was supposed to

be the last for Al-Qarni, a comic singer

and actor affiliated with the Islamic Islah

Party. Al-Qarni’s verdict was supposed

to have been announced yesterday, but

the court deferred any decision until the

final hearing on July 9.

Taiz security forces arrested Al-Qarni

in early April on charges of sedition and

harming national unity by his satirical

performances mocking the Yemeni gov-

ernment and President Ali Abdullah

Saleh.

“We’ve [heard] certain leaked infor-

mation that the verdict has been decid-

ed,” one of Al-Qarni’s attorneys,

Abdulrahman Barman, reported. “The

judge said he’ll announce the sentence

on July 9, which means it’s no longer a

trial, but that the defendant already has

been found guilty.” He added that he

expects Al-Qarni to be sentenced to

“many years” in prison.

However, Mansour Ali Alawi, who

heads the Taiz appeals prosecution,

denies Barman’s claims about the ver-

dict. “That’s just talk among the opposi-

tion parties. If there indeed was a ver-

dict, then why wouldn’t the judge

announce it today?” he asked, adding

that, “The court is reviewing and listen-

ing to the evidence and the judge says he

needs to deliberate the case further.”

Courthouse security barred all media

from entering yesterday’s hearing and

allowed only five attorneys from each

side into the courtroom. According to the

National Organization for Defending

Rights and Freedoms (HOOD), a group

of around 70 attorneys have volunteered

to help work on Al-Qarni’s case. 

However, Al-Qarni’s defense team,

led by Abdullah No’man, reported that

three of the five supposed defense attor-

neys permitted to enter actually were

lawyers for the ruling General People’s

Congress Party. The remaining two

defense attorneys allowed to enter the

court were Ali Al-Mansoub and

Mohammed Musa’id Naji. The names of

the prosecutors were unknown at press

time.

Al-Mansoub maintains that the case

against Al-Qarni now is unbalanced,

with only two of his defense team’s

attorneys allowed to represent him in

court while eight represent the govern-

ment.

Defense team head No’man decided

not to attend yesterday’s hearing after

Judge Abdulaziz Al-Ward refused to

allow any other defense attorneys

(besides the two already permitted) to

enter the court. No’man remarked, “It

doesn’t honor me to attend such a court.”

As Barman explained, “Whenever

one of the GPC attorneys came [to the

court], security personnel hailed him and

told him to enter when he was among

us.” He added that security forces pho-

tographed supporters in the crowd out-

side the court.

Brawl erupts at Al-Qarni’s last court
hearing
Last month’s second hearing for the

Taiz-based satirical comic and singer

turned brutal when security forces

stormed into the courtroom after Al-

Qarni’s songs were played aloud before

Judge Al-Ward to loud cheering.

At the hearing, a CD of Al-Qarni’s

quotations was played aloud in court for

a crowd of attendees, including

observers and members of the prosecu-

tion and the defense teams. Angered by

the loud applause that erupted for Al-

Qarni’s CD, the prosecution team

demanded it be turned off.

When the judge didn’t immediately

silence the music, an observer left the

courtroom only to return shortly there-

after with the head of the Appeals Court,

who confiscated the case files from

the court secretary without the judge’s

permission.

Appeals court director Alawi also

arrived at the scene during this time and

allegedly verbally abused the defense

team with insults. Shortly thereafter,

security personnel burst into the court-

room, beat members of the defense team

and dragged them from the room.

Security also forced Al-Qarni from the

courtroom and took him back into cus-

tody. 

“I had the right to intervene because

the defense team clapped and whistled

while Al-Qarni’s CD was played as evi-

dence in the court,” Alawi said, adding,

“They disrespected the hearing; they

looked like clowns.”

Defense attorneys protested outside of

the court, claiming that the entire fiasco

was rigged to prevent a decision in Al-

Qarni’s case and keep him incarcerated

for even longer. The defense team

requested the National Supreme

Judiciary Committee look into the day’s

events and released a statement con-

demning the verbal and physical vio-

lence they say was perpetrated by the

prosecution. Alawi described the

lawyers as “rude rioters.”

However, public prosecution denies

the defense team’s claim about the ver-

bal and physical abuse in the courtroom.

Prosecutor Abdulsalam Muqbil

explained that according to the law, the

defense team has the right to support Al-

Qarni, but making a ruckus in court took

their support too far. “Unfortunately,

they created chaos in the courtroom in

order to mislead the judge so he would-

n’t see the evidence,” he said, adding,

“This is what happened at the last hear-

ing.”

Another defense attorney, Tawfiq Al-

Shuaibi, accused the court of breaching

the law for the sake of pleasing the gov-

ernment. He noted that numerous viola-

tions were committed against Al-Qarni,

beginning with the manner of his arrest

and followed by his jailing, which Al-

Shuaibi says was extraneously long.

He maintains that Al-Qarni’s case is

based on political motives and that it’s

unlawful because he’s done nothing

wrong. He says the case against the

singer is a type of revenge to punish him

for his satirical performances during the

most recent presidential and local elec-

tions.

Barman indicated that Al-Qarni will

be retried in Sana’a on the same charges,

which he agrees are illegal under Yemeni

law.

“[The prosecution] said Al-Qarni

implicitly depicted the president in one

scene, which could be considered an

insult to him,” said Al-Mansoub, one of

the two defense attorneys permitted to

enter yesterday’s hearing. He maintained

that such criticism – even of the presi-

dent – is permissible because Yemeni

citizens have the right to freedom of

expression, which is one of the tenants

of democratic rule.

The Joint Meeting Parties, the politi-

cal bloc comprised of several opposition

groups including the influential Islah

and Socialist parties, condemned the

charges against Al-Qarni. “Accusing Al-

Qarni reflects the weakness of the

Yemeni government’s understanding of

democracy and freedom of expression,”

JMP leader Amin Al-Maqtari said.

Mohammed Abdu Sufian, a GPC

spokesperson in Taiz, urged the ruling

party to take the suit against Al-Qarni

seriously by sentencing him harshly for

his insults against the Yemeni president

and the government. There’s an ongoing

discussion within the Yemeni Parliament

regarding passing a law to imprison any-

one who offends the president, the ruling

party or the Yemeni flag for up to 10

years.

Additionally, Mohammed Al-Adhra’i,

another well-known Yemeni comedic

singer, alleges that he and other support-

ers were attacked when they visited Al-

Qarni at Taiz Central Prison.

Al-Qarni himself demands President

Saleh release him and apologize to him,

as well as to the Yemeni people, claim-

ing that he has suffered abuse and mis-

treatment while in prison.
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SANA’A, June 4 — Al-Jawf gover-

norate near Yemen’s northeast border

with Saudi Arabia has received hun-

dreds of displaced residents from

Amran governorate’s Harf Sifyan dis-

trict who evacuated their homes over

the past few days as a result of the

ongoing bloody confrontations

between the Yemeni army and Houthi

supporters in the restive area of Sa’ada

governorate, media and tribal sources

said Wednesday.

The same sources surmised that

those displaced residents who fled the

fighting arrived in Al-Jawf’s Marashi

and Humaidat districts, noting that

hundreds of families are suffering mis-

erable conditions, particularly describ-

ing their health conditions as “tragic.”

The displaced citizens appealed to

the relevant government agencies to

help them after losing their homes and

property in the destructive fighting.

“We’ve become the direct victims of

the fighting, without having done any-

thing wrong,” media quoted the resi-

dents as saying.

They further appealed to internation-

al aid organizations to provide them

tents, food, drinking water and other

necessities as soon as possible in order

to survive.

They also strongly denounced the

Yemeni government, which they main-

tain hasn’t given any consideration to

their sufferings since they deserted

their homes and fled to Al-Jawf gover-

norate, demanding the relevant govern-

mental authorities compensate them

for their property that has been dam-

aged in the four-year fighting.

Situations in Sa’ada
According to tribal sources from

Sa’ada governorate, bloody confronta-

tions between government troops and

Houthi loyalists are occurring in sever-

al districts throughout the governorate,

noting that Houthis have taken over

Mahdha area, which is only 500 meters

from the Sa’ada city wall.

Other clashes between the two sides

are occurring in Haidan and Saqain

areas, which the Yemeni army previ-

ously had controlled before this latest

war, which broke out last month. The

government pulled its troops from the

two areas following fierce Houthi

counterattacks.

According to Sa’ada tribal sources,

there are other armed confrontations

between government forces and Houthi

loyalists in Al-Ghabir and Al-Abqour

areas following extensive military

strikes on Houthi strategic mountain-

top positions in Matra and Naqaa areas.

Local sources confirm that military

troops struck other Houthi positions in

Dhahian area, located 8 kilometers

north of Sa’ada city, on Monday,

adding that there are ongoing clashes

between both sides in Amran gover-

norate’s Harf Sifyan district.

In Sa’ada’s Majaz district, tribesmen

backed army forces in their fight

against Houthi supporters who are

showing strong resistance and foiling

government troops’ efforts to take con-

trol of strategic mountaintop positions

in numerous areas.

In a statement published by the Islah

Party-affiliated Al-Sahwa.net, Houthi

field leader Abdulmalik Al-Houthi said

what he described as “militants” (i.e.,

his supporters) destroyed two tanks

and a military vehicle that was trans-

porting food supplies to troops

deployed in Mirran area. The web site

also published video footage of what it

called “military air strikes” on Fawt

and Al-Ruwais areas, which injured

seven women and children.

The Yemeni Times was unable to

obtain exact reports on property losses

and human casualties on both sides due

to an information blackout being

imposed by the Yemeni government

and contradicting reports from both

conflicting sides.

Contradictory statements
Sana’a Governor Numan Duwaid

announced Monday that Yemeni mili-

tary and security forces had cleared

Houthi fighters from Bani Hushaish

area, adding that many Houthis surren-

dered themselves to government

troops.

This declaration comes more than

two weeks after Yemen’s Defense

Ministry announced that clashes

between army forces and Houthis in

Bani Hushaish had ceased. The armed

confrontations on the northeastern out-

skirts of Sana’a between Houthis and

Yemeni army forces continued more

than two weeks.

In a statement to various media out-

lets, Governor Duwaid noted that many

Houthi youths have surrendered them-

selves to the government. “They are

youngsters whom Houthis had seduced

to back them in their fight with the

government,” he added, urging all res-

idents of Sana’a governorate to main-

tain a high level of vigilance and pre-

vent the entry of any malicious individ-

uals into their areas seeking to shake up

security and stability in the capital sec-

retariat area.

According to political analysts and

observers, the Sana’a governor’s state-

ments contradict a Defense Ministry

announcement a week ago, thereby

implying that the ministry’s announce-

ment was false.

Sana’a witnesses report that,

“Security and military troops are

deployed heavily on various streets and

lanes in the capital city. They are

inspecting any passing vehicles and

searching their occupants, thereby

causing traffic jams in various parts of

the city. They’re also asking pedestri-

ans to show their identity cards.”

Observers believe that excessive

deployment of security troops and

armed forces within the capital, as well

as spreading fear, serves as an alarm to

the worsening security situation. They

predict a potential Houthi entry into the

capital, which may constitute an immi-

nent threat to the current government

power holders.

Al-Jawf receives displaced citizens fleeing Sa’ada area fighting

Al-Qarni lawyers barred from courtroom as comic’s verdict is delayed until July

Fahd Al-Qarni
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TAIZ, May 31 — The Taiz Youth Court,
a project of the non-governmental
organization called the National Center
for Culture and Youth, sued Yemen’s
Ministry of Youth and Sports for negli-
gence in providing the young people of
Taiz with cultural and sporting events. 

Representatives from the ministry and
members of Parliament’s Education and
Youth Committee attended the mock
voluntary trial at which Taizi youths
aired their grievances about the lack of
sports facilities and the ministry’s seem-
ingly carelessness attitude toward them.

Deputy Youth and Sports Minister
Ahmed Al-Ashari admitted before the
200 attendees that there is a real absence
of cultural and social activities for Taizi
youths and their clubs. He promised to
increase the role of cultural and social
committees for all Yemeni youths, but
particularly for Taizi youths. “The sport
ministry is now  reconsidering its activi-
ties, and already has been planning with
education ministry to carry out social,
cultural, educational, and sports  pro-
grams  within  summer camps in
schools,” he added.  

The attendees  recommended the
Yemeni government create a project
agenda, despite disagreements between
the various political parties, because the

programs implemented should be non-
partisan in spirit.

The Youth Court also requested the
Youth and Sports Ministry construct at
least two facilities nearby – one sports
hall and one multipurpose stadium – fur-
ther requesting the ministry budget for
clubs and events, particularly in the
countryside, as rural residents make up
three-quarters of Yemen’s population. 

Established in 2006 by an initiative
from the National Center for Culture and
Youth, the Youth Court now has more
than 200 members of both sexes affiliat-
ed with various political parties, as well
as Taiz University. 

As the center’s director, Abdullah
Abdulillah, explains, “The Youth Court

seeks to improve youths’ practical
capacities and skills in the field, as well
as [promote] the exchange of opinions
because effective participation will help
solve the problems [Yemeni youths]
face.”

Now in its second session (2008-
2009), the Youth Court is dedicated to
looking into youth problems, such as the
absence of cultural and sporting activi-
ties, as well as increasing participation at
youth clubs.

Additionally, the court hopes to com-
pel the Yemeni government to expand its
budget for youth activities by offering
suggestions for current and upcoming
youth program implementation through-
out the country.

MARIB, June 2 — A medical field

study reveals that most local citizens

in Marib governorate, located east of

the capital city of Sana’a, choose to

obtain their health services outside of

their governorate.

“Our results show that the level of

public awareness, revenge killings and

lack of competent medical staff are the

main reasons for most health service

expenditures outside of the

governorate,” noted Dr. Abdurabu

Muftah, general manager of Marib’s

Health Office.

According to the study conducted

by Yemen’s Health Ministry and the

U.S. Agency for International

Development, or USAID, due to a low

level of awareness, Marib residents

believe the medical services offered in

the capital city are the most

developed. 

They also avoid seeking treatment

at their governorate’s hospitals

because they may become easy targets

of revenge killings, which are

widespread in Marib.

Marib is the first Yemeni governorate

to do this health study.

USAID called on the nation’s decision

makers to use the study results to

come up with appropriate plans and

strategies. “We conducted this study

and found out that most health service

expenditures are spent outside of their

true framework. The decision makers

now must make use of such studies in

order to create the right plans and

know the weak points to deal with,”

urged Dr. Fuad Al-Sabri, chargé

d’affaires of USAID’s basic health

services project.

He highlighted the fact that that

most government health service

expenditures are spent on constructing

buildings – Marib governorate has 123

health institutions – while very little is

spent on diagnosis. 

Thus, because citizens don’t find

efficient health care, they are

compelled to travel to other

governorates or even abroad.

In collaboration with donors like

USAID and GTZ, the Marib Health

Office has enlisted three mobile

medical teams to visit each of the

governorates 14 districts for one week

per month, during which it will

provide area residents medical

services such as vaccinations,

treatments and health education. The

team consists of a doctor, two

midwives, a health instructor and a

health education team consisting of

three people.

According to the study’s report,

organizational, private sector donors

and the Yemeni government allocate

$16,386,734 – or $66.88 per person –

for health care services.

The report further indicated that

Yemeni families pay 53.77 percent of

health care expenditures, while the

government provides 2.49 percent,

joined by donors like USAID and

GTZ, who provide 7.15 percent.

Marib locals don’t trust their
area medical services

Taiz Youth Court sues 
Youth and Sports Ministry

Parliaments discusses the laws 
on arms control and monitoring

Sana'a, June 1 — the Parliament dis-
cussed the legislative amendment con-
cerning controlling firearms, light
ammunition, and the trading of these
items among the governorates' capital
cities and countryside on Sunday. 

The Parliament opened this discus-
sion aimed at curbing the spread of
light arms and limiting explosives
importation in order to better security
throughout the country.

The legal article forbids anyone
who possesses weapons to carry them
inside the capital city of Sana'a as well
as cities throughout the other gover-
norates, was put into law in 1992. The
issue is still hotly disputed among
members of Parliament (MPs), some
of whom are tribal sheikhs who protest
the anti-weapons law, claiming that
bearing arms is needed for defense in
remote regions.

Against strong protests, last year the
Interior Ministry banned Sana’a city
residents from carrying firearms. The
minister’s directive also banned
weapons from entering the capital city

of Sana'a, canceled all the previously-
held firearms licenses and even
banned carrying licensed firearms.
Anyone disobeying these orders is
subject to arrest and punishment. 

According to the Ministry of the
Interior, this measure will reduce
firearms-related incidents in the city
and will encourage more tourism to
and investment in Yemen.

Besides these efforts, the ministry
also launched campaigns to shut down
unlicensed gun and firearms shops.
The government also launched a
weapons buy-back campaign in 2005,
which gave financial incentives to cit-
izens to turns over their firearms.
There are over 60,000,000 firearms in
Yemen, with an estimated three
weapons per each person.

According to recent statistics, inci-
dents of crime have decreased by an
average of 43 percent in Yemen’s
urban areas. The decrease is attributed
to the implementation of a government
ban on carrying weapons that encour-
aged many MPs support the approval

of article 40, which bans weapons
throughout the various capital cities in
Yemen's other governates. 

They stressed the importance of
adjusting and expanding this article to
contain rules on exporting, storing,
and marketing weapons and explo-
sives.      

MP Abdullwahab Mwdha, a mem-
ber of the human rights committee in
Parliament stated, "All the Yemeni
crises and tragedies have resulted from
arms-carrying and its spread. Because
of this, the Parliament should approve
amending the law on the arms control
and monitoring." 

MP Ahmed Nasser Shai'a, a member
of the defense and security committee
in Parliament, pointed out the impor-
tance of this law in limiting bloody
clashes between security members and
criminals.  

“We have to amend this legislative
article on arms-carrying, and then we
can limit and control many crimes
committed by various criminals,” he
added.

Yemeni Guantanamo detainees
call families 

Yemeni detainees at the

Guantanamo Bay detention camp

have been allowed for the first

time since their detention in the

wake of the September 11 attacks

against the US to call their

families. 

The move came as preparations

for handing over 85 Yemeni

prisoners to the government

began. 

However, the United States says

Yemen has not provided enough

guarantees that will ensure the

freed detainees will not return to

committing terrorist acts.

SANA’A
Appeal court upholds sentences

against 34 of 1st Sana'a cell 
The Appeal court upheld on

Saturday in its Saturday hearing

preliminary verdict against 29

members of First Sana'a Cell that

is composed of 37 members. 

They were accused of forming an

armed gang for killing peoples. 

The verdict stipulated approval of

the death sentence against the

defendant No. 1 Ibrahim

Sharafeddin, and imprisonment

for 10 years against 21 defendants,

8 years against 7 defendants and

three years against 6 defendants.

The court acquitted three

defendants due to lack of

evidences. 

Hadhramout
1700 Kg Hashish seized on

Pakistani ship on Hadhramout
coast 

Security forces seized on Tuesday

1700 Kg of Hashish on Yemeni

coasts of Hadhramout

governorate. 

The security sources said that the

quantity of Hashish was smuggled

from Pakistan and seized onboard

of a Pakistani ship with 11

Pakistanis on their way to

neighboring countries via Yemen. 

Director General of Drugs

Combating Administration at the

Interior Ministry Khaled Mutahar

al-Radhi said  that the operation

was carried out in framework of

cooperation, coordination and

information exchanging between

Yemen and the United Arab

Emirates represented by drugs

combating institutions. 

Reproductive health campaign
launched in Mukalla 

Ministry of Endowment and

Islamic Affairs launched on

Tuesday a national campaign for

reproductive health and family

planning in collaboration with

Ministry of Public Health and

Population and the United Nations

Population Fund (UNFPA) to last

for one week. 

During opening of session,

director of endowment and Islamic 

affairs Ahmed al-Batati pointed

out the government's interest in

family planning for the benefit of

society in light of current

economic conditions and the

increasing proportion of births that

is higher, highlighting that religion

did not prevent family planning

Taiz

Lightning kills seven, 
injures three 

At least seven people have been

killed in the district of Muqbana in

Taiz province by lightning strikes

last week. 

Informed local sources said seven

persons including a woman and a

nine-year child were killed and

three young people were seriously

injured when lightning struck the

district along with heavy rains and

thunder. 

Lightning killed some livestock in

the area as well. 

However, the heavy rains

damaged many houses in Ibb

province but no human casualties

were reported. 

Roads also have been destroyed

and blocked by floods and

electricity was cut off due to

uprooted electric posts. 

In briefIn brief

ROME, June 3— The World Bank has
approved US $1.2 billion in emergency
financial aid for the 20 countries most
vulnerable to high food prices, includ-
ing Yemen, at a three-day food securi-
ty conference held by the United
Nations' Food and Agriculture
Organization in Rome.

Last week, the World Bank created a
program called the Global Food Crisis
Response Facility to quickly get US
$1.2 billion to struggling countries,
which was a priority for discussion at
the start of the high-level conference in
Rome. The aid, which includes US
$200 million of grants for especially
vulnerable countries like Yemen, has
already been put into operation here. 

The World Bank estimated that
another 100 million people could be
pushed into poverty and starvation as a
result of high and fluctuating global
food prices. In Yemen alone, another
six percent of the population – around
one million people - has already fallen
below the poverty line, living on less
than US $2 each day. Approximately
one in five people are malnourished in
Yemen, though with rising food prices,
this number is likely to increase.  

The World Bank's emergency funds
will go directly to a "safety net" for the

poor, including school feeding pro-
grams, food for work, maternal and
child programs, budget support and
loans. 

“This can be done through the World
Food Program (WFP), United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
and Development Banks. After the
direct food assistance of the WFP, this
is where funding should go," said
World Bank Group President Robert
Zoellick.

Grant operations have been
approved for Haiti, Djibouti and
Liberia; operations are being processed
for Togo and Tajikistan. 

The World Bank will expand overall
assistance for agriculture and food-
related activities from US $4 billion to
US $6 billion over the coming year,
according to Bank statements at the
Rome conference. Zoellick also said
that the World Bank Group will aim to
double global food production over the
next 30 years.

The World Bank currently spends
around US $787 million to run 19 pro-
grams in Yemen, including anti-cor-
ruption, water and educational projects
in addition to around US $70 million in
loans to the government.

SANA'A, June 4—The Ministry of

Culture warned that it won’t be lenient

with any of the General Authority for

Historical Cities' deficiencies in pro-

tecting historical cities in Yemen, par-

ticularly the Old City of Sana'a, which

has many buildings on the verge of col-

lapse due to the onset of the rainy sea-

son. “The officials will be referred to

the judiciary if any default happens,”

said that Abu Bakr Al-Maflahi, the

Minister of Culture. But the head of the

General Authority for Historical Cities

(GAHC) Abdullah Zaid said that no one

in his organization has been accused of

negligence and no one has been put on

trial.  

During his visit to some of the dam-

aged buildings in the Old City of

Sana’a, Al-Maflahi reaffirmed the

necessity of the General Authority for

Historical Cities' responsibilities to

maintain the houses in the Old City of

Sana'a that were damaged during the

rainy season. Al-Maflahi also asked the

GAHC to take all the procedures neces-

sary to avoid risks that have and will

continue to threaten inhabitants of these

historic buildings. 

Al-Maflahi said during his meeting

with GAHC director Zaid that his min-

istry was ready to present the required

financial and technical support in order

to start or continue with the buildings'

renovation process as soon as possible.

Additionally, he asked the concerned

authorities and the local council mem-

bers to intensify their efforts to prevent

buildings in the Old City of Sana'a from

collapsing, defacement and distortion. 

Zaid reminded Al-Maflahi that the

GAHC is working on these tasks, but

face a lack of financial support and are

still looking for donors. "There are

eight building in the Old City of Sana’a

that need to be renovated urgently but

we have no funding," said Zaid. "Last

year we received YR 5 million and this

year we received YR 10 million from

the local council,” he added.

World Bank approves $1.2 billion
to 20 most food-insecure 

countries including Yemen

Minister of Culture:

Old City of Sana'a building 
renovations are neglected

Represtatives from minstry of eduction and minstry of sport attend the
mock trail 

By: Sarah Wolff
and Alia Ishaq

SANA’A, June 4 — With training from
various Yemeni ministries and the
United Nations Population Fund,
known as UNFPA, Yemeni religious
leaders once again will be talking about
family planning in their Friday ser-
mons; however, this time, their sermons
will address the common misconcep-
tions Yemenis have about reproductive
health.

Sixty-eight participants, including
imams (religious leaders) and moshidat
(female religious guidance counselors),
as well as members of the Ministry of
Endowments and the Ministry of Public
Health and Population, met to discuss
the next round in their ongoing work to
educate Yemenis nationwide about the
benefits of family planning.

The group met recently to brainstorm
what issues were most confusing to
Yemenis and how they can be
addressed within an Islamic perspec-
tive. The religious leaders and ministe-
rial staff identified a few main miscon-
ceptions about reproductive health,
most surrounding the use of contracep-
tion, such as:
-Contraceptives cause cancer
-Using contraceptives can cause perma-
nent sterility
-Contraceptives cause a woman’s hair
to fall out
-Using contraceptives causes distur-
bance of the menstrual cycle (amenor-
rhea)
Dr. Fardous Al-Bar, a Sana’a-based
gynecologist with her own private prac-
tice, dispelled these fears, stressing that
contraception, including contraceptive
pills, injections and Intra-Uterine
Devices, or IUDs, is harmless in nearly

all cases.
“Pills and IUDs don’t cause cancer,”

Al-Bar pointed out. “If a woman has a
predisposition toward cancer – for
which there are tests – then these
[forms of contraception] can be a rea-
son [for illness], just like any other
medicine.”

She notes that because of certain
women’s predisposition to cancer, their
lifestyle or for hereditary reasons, they
should consult a doctor before using
hormonally-based forms of contracep-
tion like the pill or the IUD.

Al-Bar added that contraception
doesn’t cause permanent sterility or
hair loss and that rather than disturbing
a woman’s menstrual cycle, contracep-
tion actually can regulate it.

Islam permits contraceptive use and
family planning The workshop partici-
pants also felt that family planning
could be shunned by citizens as a “for-
eign” concept unfit for introduction in
Yemeni society. oHow

To the contrary, family planning is
deemed permissible and sometimes
even mandatory by Islam. There are
more than 50 hadiths (sayings) of the
Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) relating to
contraception and family planning.

According to Hans Obdeijn,
UNFPA’s country representative in
Yemen, nearly every Islamic country
supports family planning. In a speech at
the workshop, he said, “As many
Islamic scholars have pointed out, reg-
ulating family size is fully consistent
with Islamic law.”

“The Prophet Mohammed (pbuh)
declared that, ‘The worst hardship is to
have plenty of children without ade-
quate means,’” former UNFPA execu-
tive director Dr. Nafis Sadiq pointed
out. “Therefore, if planning one’s fami-

ly is acceptable, it follows that some
means of fertility regulation also must
be acceptable.”

Sources such as the Guttmacher
Institute, a worldwide reproductive
health organization, praise Islam as one
of the most liberated religions in terms
of contraception and family planning,
with many different types of approved
contraception methods in order to
ensure happy and healthy families.

Planning for healthy families and
healthy societies

With one of the world’s highest birth
rates, Yemen’s population has tripled
since 1975. The UNFPA found that the
number of children desired per Yemeni
family is between four and five, but the
actual number of childbirths per woman
is seven. This religious campaign to
raise reproductive health awareness
seeks to lessen this disparity, while pro-
ducing healthy, happy and financially
sound families in the process.

Some of the dangers of such a high
birth rate include physical damage to
both mother and child. Women who
give birth to a high number of children
risk their own lives, as well as the lives
of their children, especially if they give
birth once each consecutive year, as is
often the case in Yemen.

With this large birth rate come social
welfare problems of nearly every type:
increased poverty, scarcity of resources
and widespread unemployment for
younger generations, according to the
UNFPA. The UNFPA says it will con-
tinue partnering with Yemen to address
the complex links between population
dynamics, poverty and sustainable
development in order to meet the
United Nations’ Millennium
Development Goal of halving poverty
in Yemen by 2015.

Imams and morshidat counter
misconceptions about family planning
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Vice President, Qatari Crown Prince

launched Rayan Hills Project

Along with Qatari Crown Prince Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani, Vice President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi attended the
ceremony inaugurating the Tourist Real
Estate Rayan Hills Project on Sunday.

The project, which is considered the
biggest tourist and real estate one in
Yemen, will be constructed on the Attan
Hill here on the area estimated at 500.000
square meters with investment cost of $
560 million.

The project, which will be carried out
by Al-Yemania Al-Qataria Company for
Investment and Real Estate Development,
is one of Qatari based Al-Addiyar Real
Estate Investment Company. 

In the ceremony, the Head of Yemeni
General Investment Authority Salah Al-
Attar delivered a speech in which he wel-
comed the Qatari Crown Prince and the
accompanying delegation, noting that the
project is of the vital importance for the

revival of investment and tourism in
Yemen. 

He clarified that the project is com-
posed of trade centers, housing units,
sports and tourist facilities, which will
include five-star hotels and conference
halls, which can provide many job oppor-
tunities to Yemeni workers. 

He hoped that the project, which
reflects the augmentation of Yemeni-
Qatari relations, would be followed by
other strategic ones, and confirmed that
such projects would get the government's
care and concern. 

"Qatari Emir Hamad Al-Thani is focus-
ing on developing inter-Arab relations in
all fields," said Qatari Finance Minister
Yousef Hussein Kamal. "This project is a
result of improved relations between
Yemen and Qatar under the leadership of
President Ali Abdullah Saleh and Emir
Hamad Al-Thani." 

Then Hadi, Emir Hamad Al-Thani,
Yemeni Prime Minister Ali Mujawar and
a number of other high ranking officials

from Yemen and Qatar saw the construc-
tion plans viewed through an architectur-
al rendering projection. 

Emir Hamad Al-Thani met with
President Ali Abdullah Saleh on the same
day to discuss the upcoming building
plans and Qatari investments in Yemen.
President Saleh praised Qatari efforts and
the Doha deal that help end the crisis in
Lebanon. He also hailed Yemeni-Qatari
brotherly relations and affirmed his keen-
ness to enhance them and the two coun-
tries’ common interests.

The Joint Meeting Parties (JMP),
which is made up of various opposition
groups including influential Socialist and
Islamic parties, said that the sudden visit
of the Qatari Crown Prince to Yemen had
something to do with re-activating the
Qatari mediation on the Houthi uprising,
sponsored by the Qatari Crown Prince
himself.  Fighting between the military
and followers of religious leader Abdul
Malik Al-Houthi broke out once again on
April 25.

The Yemen Hotel Union held their third
annual meeting- last week, entitled,
"United Vocational course for Yemeni
hotels." During the meeting, Alwan Al-
Shaibani, the Chairman of the Yemen
Hotel Union, explained that in the last
meeting period, the Executive Office of
the Yemen Hotel Union covered topics
such as the financial balance of the
Yemen hotel union, the report of the
supervisory auditing committee, the
activities plan, and foundation system for
the Yemen Hotel Union. 

Besides, he said, "The next period will
entail a lot of costs and joint efforts by the
government and the private sectors, so
that we can pass through tourism difficul-
ties.  Additionally, we are very glad that
the Yemen hotel union members devote
their lives to improving tourism. Take for
example, in the last period, the foundation
system of the union was achieved and
decreased taxes on hotels." 

Al-Shaibani pointed out that there is
great support from the Ministry of
Tourism for raising the quality of the
tourist hotels and tourism in general by
three million Yemeni Rials. Finally, he
hopes the travel and tourism sector of the
Ministry of Tourism will continue to sup-

port hotels. 
Meanwhile, the Yemen

Hotel Union represents
those hotels specified as
"tourism hotels." It has its
own legal entity with
financial and administra-
tive independence, along
with the right to possess
the necessary funds for
achieving its goals and to
take legal actions either directly or
through a designated lawyer. The Union
was established on February 16, 1999 by
its constituency of 26 founding members. 

The Yemen Hotel Union also has
many objectives as mentioned below: 
-  Studying all the practical legal aspects

of the hotel and tourism industry to
improve the level of performance. 

- Seeking the necessary guarantees and
facilities for hotel institutions to over-
come all barriers and difficulties
obstructing their course.

-  Highlighting and organizing means
for promotion, advertising and mar-
keting for hotels locally and abroad.

- Participating in the establishment and
development of hotel and tourist
institutes and to lay down a qualify-

ing program that elevates capabilities
of the hotels' personnel. 

- Publishing promotion bulletins and
advertising materials.

-  Safeguarding the interests of members
and assisting them to overcome any
problems faced.

- Supporting industries related to
hotels and tourism. 

-  Proposing any legislative amendments
of the laws concerning the hotels and
tourism sector. 

- Encouraging local, inter-Arabian and
foreign tourism to the country.

- Cooperating with all national, Arab,
regional and international tourists
associations, unions and organiza-
tions by enhancing relationships with
them. 

Yemen Hotel Union to YR 3Mil boost from gov't
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By: Wojoud Mojalli
For The Yemen Times

AA
lthough Yemeni law

prohibits executing chil-

dren, a 23-year-old is set

to be executed for a

murder he allegedly

committed when he was 15.

Walid Haykel, who was convicted of

murdering 27-year-old Najeeb Al-

Sa’awani, although he maintains that

he is innocent, has been in prison for

nearly eight years. When Haykel’s sen-

tence – the death penalty – originally

was handed down, he was only 15

years old. Al-Sa’awani was found dead

of knife wounds in Sana’a city in

September 2000.

The murder case was considered a

challenge for the police, who arrested

and detained in jail more than 50 peo-

ple during the investigation because,

according to the police report, Al-

Sa’awani had many enemies and was

always in a fight.

A medical report derived from Al-

Sa’awani’s autopsy indicated that his

death was at the hands of three to five

individuals. Haykel, who was Al-

Sa’awani’s neighbor, became a suspect

because the two had had a small fight

just days before the murder.

Haykel was held in the criminal

investigation jail for two months, dur-

ing which he claims police tortured him

until he confessed to the murder.

Haykel’s first execution date was set

for Nov. 20, 2006, but he and his father

appealed the ruling in May 2007 on the

grounds that his confession resulted

from torture. However, the court

refused his appeal and Haykel made his

final appeal on Dec. 6, 2007.

The Supreme Court of Appeals

refused to allow Haykel the Right of

Innocence, instead ruling that Haykel

should be executed, which was

approved on April 9.

The youth may be executed at any

moment because his sentence is ready

and only awaits President Ali Abdullah

Saleh’s signature on his execution

order. He awaits his destiny at the

Central Prison.

Legal debate
Yemen’s Criminal Law stipulates that

anyone between ages 15 and 18 who

commits a crime shall receive only half

the adult punishment, and criminals

younger than 18 are required to be

jailed for three to 10 years instead of

facing execution. 

According to the same law, the death

penalty can’t be applied to anyone

under age 18, while imprisoning such

underage criminals shall be at special

jails where the prisoner is to be treated

in accordance with international human

rights standards. If a criminal’s age is

unknown when he or she committed

the crime, the judge must bring in an

expert to determine the age of the

accused.

Under the same law, the judge must

consider all evidence of this type,

including whether the criminal is

mature or not, as well as evaluating his

or her mental state.

In Haykel’s medical report, which

was conducted in 2001 at the request of

the prosecuting attorney for northern

Sana’a governorate, Haykel was said to

have completed 15 but not 16 years.

However, the court ruled that the med-

ical report was too speculative and

wouldn’t be accepted as evidence in the

case.

Many Yemenis don’t know their

exact age because they have no birth

certificate nor any other registration

documents.

However, there were no specific

criminal laws concerning juveniles at

the time of Haykel’s arrest, said a

source close to the court who wished to

remain anonymous because of the sen-

sitivity of the material. 

The source added that there was nei-

ther a juvenile court nor a juvenile

prison eight years ago, which is why

Haykel’s medical report was not admit-

ted into evidence during his original

trial. 

The source, who has credible experi-

ence with Yemen’s legal system and

juvenile offenders, said that the court

must re-open his case and reconsider

Haykel’s age at the time of the crime

before following out any sentencing

measures (including his execution).

The source said that Haykel’s age – and

not whether he actually committed the

crime – is the crux of his trial’s prob-

lems. 

Confession under torture
Haykel’s father Hussein says his son

told him he’d rather be executed than

continue enduring daily torture in jail,

although he swears he didn’t kill any-

one. “Instead of being tortured and liv-

ing in hell, I confessed and did whatev-

er they wanted,” Haykel later testified

in court while denying the charges

against him.

“I confessed

because I was being

tortured at the jail,”

said Haykel. “They

also forced me to

say that I was 18. I

didn’t know or

understand what

was going on, so

that’s why I con-

fessed.”

After spending

two months in the

criminal investiga-

tion jail, Haykel

was transferred to

the juvenile prison

facility in

November 2000.

“There’s no rule

of law in Yemen.

Although we

brought in many

witnesses, the court

paid no attention,”

Haykel’s brother

Saddam said, “I

asked the judge the

whereabouts of the

gun and the knife

my brother supposedly used, but he had

no answer. Thus, there’s no weapon

[admitted] as evidence against my

brother!

“On the night of the murder, Walid

was sleeping next to me, so how can

they say he killed Najeeb?” his brother

continued. “Najeeb’s family bribed the

investigators to torture my brother,” he

claims, adding, “My brother will be

executed at any moment for doing

nothing!”

Their father comments, “If my son

really was the one who killed Najeeb,

I’d let the law execute him, but there’s

no evidence against him, except that he

confessed under torture while in jail.”

Several witnesses came to the court

to testify to Haykel’s innocence, but the

court didn’t accept their testimony

because they were in jail with him.

Hani Ali Al-Khawlani, who shared

Haykel’s jail cell, told the court, “Walid

was taken outside for two hours every

day. When he came back, his hands and

legs were swollen and his entire body

showed signs that he been beaten

severely. He cried very much while in

jail.”

His cellmate continued, “One day, an

officer came and started kicking him,

saying, ‘You killed Najeeb! You must

confess now!’ Walid was crying and

saying, ‘I didn’t kill him, I swear!’”

“Every day, the investigators would

take Walid and beat him [to the point]

where he couldn’t walk. After torturing

[him] for one to two hours, he was

place in a bedspread and returned to his

cell,” recalled Ibrahim Abdulkarim

Hajjar, who was a guard at the jail dur-

ing Haykel’s incarceration, and testi-

fied during Haykel’s  court testimony. 

However, Abdullah Nasser and

Abdulhakim Al-Riyami, who were

attendees at the investigation, testified

in court that they went to the criminal

sector where Haykel said on record that

he had killed Al-Sa’awani – and that no

one had forced him confess, nor had

anyone beaten him while he was in jail.

Appeal to stop death sentence
“Several witnesses testified that my son

was tortured for nearly two months, but

no one listened to them,” Haykel’s

father says. “I now request and plead to

the president and all of the authorities

to save my child from being executed.”

The Children’s Parliament also has

asked President Saleh to halt Haykel’s

execution because he was 15 at the

time of the murder, so under Yemeni

law, the death penalty can’t be applied.

Haykel’s death penalty order has

been readied for President Saleh’s sig-

nature twice before, but the decision

was postponed after human rights

organizations intervened and because

Haykel’s father requested an appeal.

As he points out, “We’re a poor fam-

ily with no money to bribe officials to

help us with our case or even to hire a

lawyer. All of the attorneys who have

taken our case were volunteers.”

APOLLO TRAVEL COMPANY

REQUIRE QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED 

PROFESSIONALS IN AIRLINE TICKETING AND 

RESERVATIONS FOR EMIRATES AIRLINES, 

YEMEN:

GRADUATES WITH MINIMUM 3 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE IN THE AIRLINE INDUSTRY NEED TO 

APPLY IMMEDIATELY TO   

M/S APOLLO TRAVEL CO., 

P.O.BOX 18286,  

HADDA STREET, 

SANAA, YEMEN.  

PHONE:  444442 EXT.108

FAX: 440222

EMAIL: Rima.khatib@emirates.com
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Walid Haykel has waged an 8-year fight against his looming execution

Walid Haykel
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Job Vacancy
AP Accountant (Yemen Nationals Only)

A leading multinational oilfield services company is

seeking a professional "AP Accountant" to joint our

accounting team. This is an entry level post in which

you will be responsible for entering supplier invoices,

supplier reconciliation, bank reconciliation and cash

management. The successful candidate should have

the followings:

- University graduate with accounting major.

- CA, CMA, CPA is an advantage

- Excellent knowledge of MS Office (Excel, Power

Point.. Etc)

- Excellent command of English language.

- Ability to work under high pressure .

- 2-3 years of hands-on experience

- Ability to work within a team and to learn quickly.

Please forward your CV to the following email

address mea.yemen@yahoo.com

THE YEMEN MODERN SCHOOL
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

TEACHING POSITION

The Yemen modern school, established in 1991, is a bilingual educational,

which caters to the needs of able students in both Arabic and English Sections.

The school not only provides academic excellence to the students but also helps

them to develop their overall personalities.

The English Section of the school follows the Checkpoint, IGCSE and AS-

Level syllabuses, as well as the Ministry of Education syllabus, providing

extra-curricular activities in English for the students. To keep up this trend, we

are recruiting teachers for both English and Arabic Sections.

Applicants to the English Section should be motivated and creative, with a min-

imum of five years teaching experience, three of which are with IGCSE or sim-

ilar syllabuses. For the coming academic year, we are accepting applications for

the following subjects:

•  English Language

•  Mathematics

•  Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Technology)

•  Information and Communication Technology

•  Arabic Language

•  Islamiyat

•  Qur’an

•  History

We encourage interested candidates to visit the school, located behind the

shahrab Hotel, with a copy of their Curriculum Vitae or to contact the school

for more information:

The Yemen Modern School

P.O.Box 13335

Sana’a

Republic of Yemen

Phone: 425715,423825

Fax: 425720

E-mail: yms@y.net.ye

Business Solutions & Applications

Job Opportunities

BSA seeks to fill the following vacancies in Sana’a branch

Oracle ERP Technical Consultants
• Bachelor degree in IT or computer science

• Ability to build extension as Forms & reports

• Ability to customize workflows using AME

• Experience in Writing PL/SQL packages

• Experience in Forms & pages personalization

Senior Java Programmers
• Bachelor degree in IT

• At least 3 years experience in Java programming

• Certified in Java

ASP.net Programmers
• Bachelor degree in IT or accounting

• At least 1 year Experience in programming using ASP.net

• Experience in SQL Server database

Please send your CV to the following email, and mention

the job title in the subject field:

careers@bizsa.net

±RßºW �Ku‰ Ë¢D∂OIU‹ «_´LU‰

Hani Al-Qubati, 28, engineer
I’d do my best

to restore him

or her to

health until the

conclusive

moment comes

when they

either live or

die.

Abeer Al-Madwali, 22, university
student
If I had a terminally ill loved one, I’d

ask God to cure him or her. I wouldn’t

wish him or her to die because it’s so

difficult parting with a loved one.

Seeing that person ill is better that not

seeing him or her at all.

Mohammed Al-Makramani, 21,
university student

If I had an ill relative, I’d ask Allah to

heal him or her; maybe a miracle

would happen to keep him or her

alive.

Mohammed Al-Sharabi, 22,
university student

If a person

was so ill and

there was no

hope of reviv-

ing him or her,

death actually

would be the

best solution

so that he or

she wouldn’t

wear down others.

Yasmeen Al-Shuaibi, 22,
university student
You can’t imagine how difficult this

situation is until you live it yourself. I

experienced this situation with my

father, who died five months ago, and

it was the most difficult time in my

life. Nobody would wish for his or her

relative to die, even if that person was

very ill, especially when dying would

destroy all of their dreams, wishes and

ambitions for the future.

Fahman Al-Qubati, 28, accountant
If he or she

was very ill

with a danger-

ous disease

and couldn’t

be revived,

then dying

would be bet-

ter than stay-

ing alive.

Nadheem Al-Yousfi, 22, university
student

Even if he or she

had a chronic dis-

ease, I couldn’t

wish for my sick

relative to die

because we must

face our fate and

accept it.

Bassam Al-Qubati, 19,
university student

I’d do every-

thing – even

the impossible

– to restore

him or her to

health, but if

couldn’t, I’d

entrust him or

her to God to

either live or

die.

Abdulqader Hassan, 21, Sana’a uni-
versity student
If I was sure that the ill one would

die, then I’d say that death was the

best thing for him or her.

Zainab Asserouri, 24,
university student
If I had an ill loved one, I’d ask Allah

to heal him or her because there’s no

good reason for one to wish for his or

her relative to die.

Yasir Garadi, 25, university student
If someone

could confirm

that the sick

person actually

was going to

die – although

no one can do

this, not even

doctors – then

I think dying

is better. However, no one but Allah

can be sure that a sick person will die.

Um Ahmed Hadi, age withheld,
university student
I’d wish for him or her to stay alive

because it says in Islam that if one’s

illness increases, his or her misdeeds

will diminish.

Samir Sailan, 24, university student
I’d ask Allah

to do the best

for him or her

– either to live

or die – and

then I’d accept

His judgment.

God does what

He wants, so

we should

accept the results, whatever they are.

Arif Al-Ruqaimi, 23, university stu-
dent

I couldn’t wish

for that person

to die, even if

dying was bet-

ter for him or

her than stay-

ing alive.

Wadhah Al-Athwari, 26, engineer
There’s a dif-

ference if the

ill person is

young or old.

Between ages

20 and 60, it’s

difficult to

wish for him

or her to die,

but if the per-

son is older than 80, dying is better,

especially if there’s no hope of them

being revived.

Although mercy killing is practiced in other countries
– sometimes legally and sometimes illegally – the issue
has yet to become prominent in Yemen.

“Mercy killing” is another term for euthanasia, the
medical word for the intentional ending of a terminal-
ly ill person’s life through an easy or painless death.
Euthanasia is practiced when someone suffering from
a painful or incurable disease expresses their wish to
end their own life with the assistance of medical staff

and loved ones.
This highly controversial practice splits families,

friends and spouses all over the world straight down
the middle, with strongly held beliefs on both sides of
the argument.

The Yemen Times surveyed young people about
their thoughts on mercy killing and what they would
do if faced with that choice. Surveyed by Hatem
Qubati

Young people give their
opinions about mercy killing



By: Dr. Abdullah Awbal 

WW
hat hampers progress
toward civil life is the
kind of government
policies that encour-
age arbitrary crack-

down on journalists and restriction of
press freedom. The past few years have
been full of conflicts between particular
forces with a strong desire to build the
modern state of law and order and other
forces that defend their traditional posi-
tions through tools of an oppressive
authority. 

Remarkably, Yemeni authorities con-
tinue to violate the constitution, restrict
press freedoms and abuse basic human
rights, mainly after they turned to behave
as if they are a unified security system at
the expense of protecting public free-
doms. The government has no effective
presence in conflict areas, which is why

law, order and human rights guarantees
are missing. 

All the political battles launched by the
opposition are merely a reaction to the
government’s arbitrary procedures and
the way this government places its hostile
policies in effect. I imagine that the
peaceful democratic action might have
been a product for large elite of political
activists, human rights defenders and
field leaders who are able to exercise
effectively positive influence on the
urban communities. There is no value for
opposition activities unless they at least
convince the authority to modify its
behavior and consider interests of the
community. 

Two common factors are believed to
be responsible for the notable deteriora-
tion of press freedom and the various
obstacles facing efforts to defend and
protect human rights. The first factor has
to do with the opposition and its direct

relation with society, which is why the
government sees the opposition groups
and civil community organizations as a
decorative face for people because they
lack the authentic contents.
Consequently, the government tightened
the noose around the opposition and civil
community groups via its instruments,
power and money. 

The second factor is attributed to the
government’s exploitation of its facilities
to control and oppress moves and direc-
tions of people and the way they think
under the pretext of building the modern
state of Yemen. Only certain forces (sen-
ior officials) have benefited from their
relation with the authority to defend their
social values, culture and statuses, as well
as demonstrate their dominance over all
the aspects of life. These forces use
power to reproduce the same kind of cul-
ture and values again and again. 

Jails turned to be homes to activists: 
I want to say that jails are currently hous-
ing journalists, educated people, politi-
cians and human rights activists. Having
a thorough glance at this condition helps
annuls all the viewpoints and visions
labeling the government’s policies and
the way it behaves as logical. We all
know and the authority knows that such
political detainees don’t create a threat to
a state heavily depending on heightened
security to ensure and maintain its sur-
vival. 

Since 1997, the authority has been
used to jail political activists and then
release them after weeks or months with-
out any charges. This is nothing more
than a policy aimed at halting progress of
human rights, civil and political develop-
ments, as well as hindering the tendency
and move toward civil society and a state
of law and order. 

At this point, I mean that the govern-

ment strictly resists any peaceful civil
activities and is more serious and tougher
in this regard than in dealing with high-
way robberies or other illegal practices. 

Seemingly, the security authorities are
addicted to arresting activists and restrict-
ing public freedoms. Whenever a peace-
ful action develops, the government then
launches a massive arrest campaign
against activists and throws them in secu-
rity and military jails with the intention of
foiling their wills and destroying their
determination, as well as warning other
activists to avoid behaving the same way. 

Please see how many times Dr. Saood
Ali Ubeid of Abyan has been jailed. The
man has become a permanent target for
the political security. When there is a
demonstration or sit-in, the man has to
prepare himself for a separated cell in
prison and the main reason for his agony
is attributed to his journalistic writings. 

This is also the case of many political

activists and opinion writers such as
Ahmad Al-Qama, Hassan Zaid and oth-
ers. Ubeid has been released, but others
are still detained while their relatives and
beloved ones know nothing about places
of their detention. 

Yemeni security authorities achieve
their objectives via insulting and oppress-
ing political activists, human rights
defenders and opinion writers. The
authorities don’t target any of these
activists unless they are sure that the
community has dispensed with them.
They admit how vital the community’s
role is to providing distinctive activists
with power and strong determination. 

Finally, my message is that we must
not be late in expressing solidarity with
all the political detainees who remain
thrown in the various security and mili-
tary jails without clear charges. 

Source: Al-Masdar.net

5 June, 20085 June, 2008 OpinionOpinion6

In solidarity with political detainees

By: Mohammed Abdulwasea

SS
ome consider economic
diplomacy to be a fairly
recent addition to the work
of professional diplomats,
who previously tended to

concentrate almost exclusively on polit-
ical tasks. Commercial work, like other
functional sectors, consular or cultural,
was traditionally viewed with disdain,
and represented a secondary career
track for high-flying diplomats.
However, in a globalised and intercon-
nected world, economics is more impor-
tant than ever as a determining element
in international affairs. It is also a siz-
able component of relations between
states. Thus, economics has moved to
center-stage in diplomacy and now
extends beyond ‘commercial diploma-
cy’. Aside from foreign trade, it
includes external investments, financial
flows, aid, bilateral and multilateral
economic negotiations and technology
exchanges, which all ‘brand’ countries
and contribute to image-building.

Economic diplomacy is an active and
interconnected factor in integrated
diplomacy, where the lines of division

between functional areas are blurred,
and each sector influences the other. 

In some ways, we have evolved back
to the earliest recorded days of relations
between kingdoms and principalities,
when commerce was an important moti-
vation for reaching out to other foreign
entities. It led ancient civilizations to
exchange spices, silks and other pre-
cious commodities with distant lands,
thereby creating the norms and proce-
dures within which the exchanges could
be carried out. These were the first
‘international’ accords and treaties that
were not only concerned with conquest
and territory, but with mutually benefi-
cial commercial dealings within a legal
framework. 

The importance of economic diplo-
macy as a driving force for political
development is well known and under-
stood. After all, the reason why policy
makers consider globalization to be the
most important economic and social
trend of our era is because localization
and its attendant underdevelopment still
reign supreme in large parts of the
world. 

International trade and other areas of
global international economic relations

are increasing in importance. As a
result, if one considers the internal mar-
ket in Europe, or the United States, and
compares it with the level of economic
relations between and within other
regions of the world, it is clear that there
are large areas for progress, prosperity
and dynamism that could result from
effective economic diplomacy.

By economic diplomacy, we mean the
use of our political influence and rela-
tionships to: Promote international
trade and investments to improve the
functioning of markets, reduce the cost
and risks of cross-border transactions,
achieve internationally accepted stan-
dards, secure private property rights,
develop international telecommunica-
tions, energy and transport networks,
and consolidate the right political cli-
mate to facilitate and institute all of
these objectives.

This is a great challenge, especially
for governments which must contend
with the forces of economic national-
ism, cultural anxieties, embedded cor-
ruption, and resistance to reform. 

Conflict prevention: 
Economic diplomacy is also of great

importance as a long-term instrument
for conflict prevention. The most obvi-
ous example, and one of the greatest
success stories of the past 60 years, is
the creation and astounding success of
the European Union. 

When the Union was first established
as the European Coal and Steel
Community shortly after the Second
World War, its basic idea ? explicitly
discussed by its founding fathers ? was
the strengthening of the economic ties
between member states and nations as
an instrument for preventing future wars
in Europe.

Indeed, for more than 60 years,
Europe enjoyed unprecedented econom-
ic growth and political stability. So
strong are the mutually beneficial eco-
nomic bonds and interests that, today,
conflict is unthinkable between the
member states of the European Union. 

However, this success is not the work
of Europe alone. The United States
played a crucial role, providing within
the NATO alliance an immensely
important security component.
America’s long-term commitment, last-
ing more than 40 years, until the major
security threat of the Soviet bloc was

eliminated, was essential to Europe’s
success.

The United States and Europe com-
plemented each other, combining their
respective strengths time and again,
working together and with other powers
and important nations of the internation-
al community within the framework of
international organizations. That part-
nership, between Europe and America,
is and will remain for the foreseeable
future the most important factor for con-
flict prevention in the world.

But Europe utilized its unique historic
experience only partially after commu-
nism collapsed and the continent was
confronted by the inherent instabilities
of emerging democracies and
economies in Eastern Europe and the
Balkans. Europe did succeed in enlarg-
ing the EU to embrace Eastern Europe,
but failed to use the same instruments in
time in the case of former Yugoslavia.

This partial success can be explained
if one considers some of the obvious
disadvantages that limit the usefulness
of economic diplomacy in conflict pre-
vention ? namely the need for long-term
commitment to achieving objectives.
Economic diplomacy is necessarily a

long-term process. Its results start show-
ing not in mere months or years, but
rather after a decade, or even longer. So
it cannot be effective by itself when a
situation rapidly and unexpectedly dete-
riorates toward conflict.

Also in recent years, the importance
of cultural differences as a fundamental
cause for conflicts has influenced policy
makers all over the globe. So much so
that in some cases policy making has
reached the other extreme of the pendu-
lum. It has moved from excessive trust
in economic tools and markets to the
deterministic belief in cultural schisms.
This is a dangerously effective concept,
because it can act as a self-fulfilling
prophecy. It can make us lose our focus
on the fact that all the great achieve-
ments of Western civilization, involving
human security, technological modern-
ization, economic development and
individual freedom, are still desired by
billions of people today ? men, women,
and children of different cultural back-
grounds, but all sharing the same funda-
mental human needs, the same funda-
mental human aspirations.

Source: Al-Thawra State-run Daily.

Significance of economic diplomacy

By: Moneer Al-Mawri 

DD
uring my brief stay in the
United Arab Emirates over
the past two weeks, I met
businessmen and officials
in the federal government,

as well as in the local authorities. I also
met educated people in the Gulf country
and found that most of them, if not all,
are closely observing what is happening
in Yemen with grief and sadness. 

More importantly, a state of grief and
sorrow was even noticed among busi-
nessmen who are planning to invest in a
virgin country like Yemen, but they avoid
adventuring their capitals due to a lack of
trust in Yemen’s current government. 

All the Gulf states, not only UAE, see
the Yemeni Reunification as a fragile
unity as the nation may fragment and
split at any time in the future. They also
see the political leadership in our country
as failed since it proved unable to build
necessary basic structures despite 30
years have passed since it first assumed
power. 

According to the Gulf states, Yemen’s
political leadership views investment as
one of the forms of trading that must be
lucrative to it irrespective of its benefits
sought by people. Great portions of pop-
ulations in the Gulf states project that
changing Yemen’s system of governance
may help attract huge investments need-
ed by Yemen and investors in the various
areas. 

Yemeni regime impedes investment:
The Gulf people hold the view that cur-
rent system of governance in Yemen cre-
ates numerous obstacles to their plans
aimed at initiating investment projects in
the vulnerable country. 

The current regime in Yemen tries to
get closer to the Gulf States via imitating
the negative aspects of those regimes in
terms of bequeathing power to the sons
and distributing wealth and resources to
particular families and groups, but at the
same time depriving the absolute majori-
ty of Yemeni citizens of benefiting from
the natural resources in their homeland.
These imitators don’t understand that the
ruling dynasties in the Gulf did not once
bear any malice against their peoples.
Instead, they expend hard efforts for the
sake of their peoples’ happiness and pros-
perity. 

These dynasties, which we describe in
Yemen as ‘nomadic’ managed to exploit
returns from oil and other natural
resources in favor of their peoples by
establishing giant projects and providing
all the basic services such as electricity,
road networks, health and education.
Except for Saudi Arabia, all the Gulf
states are competing with the world’s
superpowers in the sense of reached
achievements and services offered for
their people. 

The Emeriti people, for instance, enjoy
the kind of social liberty whose influence
is superior to that of the political free-

dom, which we are proud of in Yemen.
The cities of Ain, Abu Dhabi and Dubai
are topping the list of world cities in
terms of attracting foreign investments to
their territories, thanks to the nomadic
wisdom demonstrated by rulers in the
Gulf state. 

The government of UAE Federation
never intervenes in what is happening in
Dubai, Sharija or Ajman, and any local
activities and projects in each emirate are
exclusively handled and utilized by the
emirate itself without any interference of
the other emirates.  

On the other hand, a small project in
the Yemeni city of Aden may require a
special permission from Ali Maqsa, an
official in charge of Mr. President’s proj-
ects, and it is impossible for anybody to
approach Ali Maqsa except via Abdullah
Al-Bashiri, Ali Al-Anisi, Abdu Bourigi or
Aziz Mulif, the close tenure to President
Saleh, who also work in his office, as
administrators, journalists or top security
guards. 

We celebrated the 18th Anniversary of
22 May central and fragile unity, which
the exiled Ali Salem Al-Beedh, President
of once People’s Democratic Republic of
Yemen or South Yemen before the north
and south merged in 1990, is responsible
for announcing in such a fragile structure. 

Thanks to the nomadic wisdom and
prudence of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan, the Emeriti citizens have under-
stood that centralization is the strongest
enemy of unity. Consequently, the late

leader established a successful federa-
tion, which is one of the forms of decen-
tralized unity and this federation may last
for hundreds of years to come. The
Emeriti people are due to celebrate the
38th Anniversary of establishing the fed-
eration next December. 

Yemeni people are likely to be plagued
by wars and fighting. Ultimately, they
will understand how vital the late Sheikh
Zayed’s experience is to their unity and
then think about establishing a federal
unity to survive for hundreds of years in
lieu of fragile merging due to expire on

the first day of the death of its founder
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. Until now,
Saleh left no clear mechanism for his
tenure to share power following his
demise. 

Source: Al-Masdar.com
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By: Elizabeth Broadwin

“W“W
ith our

u s u a l

g e n i u s

for tim-

ing AEI

[the American Enterprise Institute] just

scheduled this seminar on the subject

The Suicide of Reason just after

Columbia University held what it styled

a discussion session with a terrorist

madman who is delighted to have

American blood on his hands and

whose madness, as Lee Harris will tell

us, has a method to it.” With that open-

ing, Christopher DeMuth, the president

of AEI set the tone for an event sur-

rounding the release of Lee Harris’s

new book, The Suicide of Reason,

Radical Islam’s Threat to the West. Mr.

Harris presented his provocative argu-

ments about the inability of societies

based on enlightened liberal thought

and reason to combat radical Islam and

fanaticism in what was to be a rather

confusing greatest-hits tour of the

Enlightenment, Islamic philosophical

thought, and Classical philosophy. The

figures cited included the likes of

Abelard, Aristotle, Hagel, Hobbes,

Hume, Ibn Khaldun, Lacan and

Socrates to name a few. Ayaan Hirsi Ali,

a former member of Dutch parliament

and current AEI fellow responded and

then critiqued Harris’s arguments. They

then squared off against each other, and

against Islam. 

Lee Harris, heralded by Mr. DeMuth

as an “independent free lance intellectu-

al” given his lack of affiliation with a

think tank, university or any kind of

organization, lives in the rural moun-

tains in Georgia where he pursues his

writing. He has previously published in

Policy Review, the Wall Street Journal,

and is the author of Civilization and Its

Enemies: The Next Stage of History.

Ayaan Hirsi Ali is currently a resident

fellow at AEI where her research areas

include the relationship between Islam

and the West, women’s rights in Islam,

and violence against women propagated

using religious and cultural arguments.

Known for her staunch atheist and sec-

ularist beliefs, Ms. Ali has been a vocal

critique of Islam and in her book speaks

of her personal transformation from the

“the world of faith to the world of rea-

son.” In 2004 Ms. Ali made the film

Submission about the oppression of

women in conservative Islamic cultures

with the director Theo Van Gogh. The

film, aired on Dutch television, led to

the Theo Van Gogh’s assassination by

an Islamic extremist who called for a

holy war against the West.

Mr. Harris described his inspiration

for his book as born from a “shock, like

an earthquake and then a series of after

shocks,” beginning with 9/11, and then

followed by, “watching Palestinians

celebrate the event [9/11 attacks] in the

street.” Another “after shock” was the

propensity of scholars in the United

States to draw analogies between the

attacks on the World Trade Centers and

the attack on Pearl Harbor and to sug-

gest that the U.S. was on the brink of

World War III. Between what Mr.

Harris perceived as lack of mourning

throughout the Muslim world and the

WWII analogies he was hearing at

home he realized the West was not fac-

ing a “Clausewitz style war,” but rather

a threat more insidious and harmful to

liberal values and what he termed an

“ideological epidemic,” that causes

“psychological and cultural damage”

relying on a psychology of fear rather

than on large-scale military attacks. 

In addition to philosophical discus-

sion, Mr. Harris critiqued Samuel

Huntington’s Clash of Civilizations as

offering an inadequate model to address

and remedy societal differences. In his

take-down, Harris argued that it is

impossible to adopt a policy of non-

involvement between Eastern and

Western cultures, saying that in

“Radical Islam the pretension [is] not

simply to grow but to bring down the

entire system, the status quo.” Reason,

in the sense that the West as influenced

by the enlightenment understands it

says, “you do not want to have ruthless

people take over your society,” but Mr.

Harris continued, “there are people who

actually like being ruthless” (meaning

radical Islamists). Mr. Harris pointed to

9/11 and its aftermath as “a crash of civ-

ilizations” in which those whom he

called “anarchophiles” (a term he

coined) would use any means to gain

power and upset the current system. 

At its core, Mr. Harris’s depiction of

Islamic culture was as pre-modern and

ruled by “the law of the jungle.” In this

depiction, jihad is not only “the essen-

tial glue of Islam,” but also seemingly

the articulation of a might-makes-right

philosophy. To Mr. Harris’s thinking,

then, Islamic culture will never respect

the individuals, and tribalism trumps

all. This characteristic above all defines

the dichotomy Mr. Harris sees between

Islamic society and, to use his term,

Western enlightened society, which

respects individualism. 

Mr. Harris did not appeal to every

clichéd critique of Islamic civilization,

however. He argued that the term

“Islamo-fascism” deludes and misleads.

Whereas fascism was tyrannical minor-

ity rule, Mr. Harris argued jihad is a

popular revival movement, with deep

roots within Islamic society going back

to the prophet Mohamed. Notably

absent from Mr. Harris’s presentation

was any acknowledgement of the

debate among Muslim scholars and

communities about the definition of

jihad. 

Ms. Ali first responded to Mr.

Harris’s characterization of Islamic cul-

ture as one monolithic entity without

individuals with individual thought, and

she countered that culture is dynamic

and changeable and that individuals,“

are able to innovate and respond.” For

instance, Ms. Ali said that there is a

danger in categorizing “all Muslims,”

as any one thing, saying that there is a

“difference between Ahmadinejad and

the Iranian people,” especially in terms

of their perceptions of the West. While

Mr. Harris seemed to suggest that it is

impossible to appeal to a sense of rea-

son from those within Islamic cultures,

Ms. Ali said people all over the world

“use Enlightenment reason in daily

life,” and that “we should appeal more

to [Muslims’] sense of reason,” main-

taining that the Enlightenment is a

threat to radical Islam. At the same

time, Ms. Ali had harsh words for trib-

alism and tribal Islamic society saying,

“enlightened tribalism is an oxymoron,”

because the elevation of group interests

inherent in tribal life inevitably evolves

into totalitarianism. Ms. Ali continued

with, “Once individuals get enlightened

they are no longer tribal.” 

Ms. Ali was also more optimistic in

her belief that democracy and reason

will triumph, and even pointed to her

own personal transformation from tribal

society to Western ideals and enlighten-

ment reason. In addition to her own life,

Ms. Ali highlighted the West’s ability to

transform Japan and Germany into lib-

eral democracies after WWII. Ms. Ali

said that the West must “confront words

with words,” and “attack when

attacked.” More provocatively, Ms. Ali

suggested that to combat the spread of

radical Islam, the West must promote

individualism and secularism, saying,

“for every madrasa in the world, we can

place a school next to it, spreading what

be believe in, secular liberalism.” Ms.

Ali said the source of her optimism

about the future of individualism in

Islamic society comes from the teach-

ings of groups like the Islamic

Brotherhood who advocate a personal

relationship with the Koran without

reliance on an Islamic state or Imam for

religious guidance. While groups like

the Islamic Brotherhood promote ideas

at odds with Western liberal democracy,

the individual relationship with religion

they promote will lead to greater rates

of literacy and promote individual

thought. 

In response to a question from the

audience that asked Ms. Ali to reconcile

why she and Mr. Harris, without hesita-

tion, could compare Islam – a religion –

with the West – a civilization — Ms. Ali

responded, “Islam is a religion and

political philosophy,” and Mr. Harris

would certainly agree. Perhaps next

time AEI will have the foresight to

include a panelist who wouldn’t.

Source: Taqrir Washington

By: Tariq Alhomayad

AA
midst the blaze of form-

ing the Lebanese gov-

ernment, numerous

statements have

emerged here and there

from the conflicting factions with each

group justifying its position by relying

either on the Taif Accords or the out-

come of the recent Doha meetings.

However it is evident that the opposi-

tion; Hezbollah specifically, is only

relying upon the May 7 coup and the

occupation of Beirut. 

How should we interpret Hezbollah MP

Hassan Fadlallah’s warning to the

majority in parliament that, “If it [the

majority] is convinced and follows the

correct path then we will walk with it

down this long road and together we

can build a state and society and live

with happiness and pride. If it does not

accept the past experience, then it will

be incapable of changing or achieving

anything.” 

But even graver were the comments

made by Sheikh Abdul Amir Qabalan,

Deputy President of the Higher Islamic

Shia Council in Lebanon who stated:

“The absence of the Shia signature

from the government will not be per-

mitted,” and called for “creating a vice

presidential post to be filled by a Shia

so that the Shia may take part in the

decision-making process, in the case of

them not getting the Ministry of

Finance.” 

Sheikh Qabalan did not stop there; he

continued to speak about [the ministries

of] justice and interior and the necessi-

ty of having neutral judges and officers

as it is not right for innocent people to

be imprisoned without having recourse

to a fair trial, he said. 

What Sheikh Qabalan seeks is the

release of the four officers embroiled in

the case of Rafik Hariri’s assassination.

This matter is shrouded in suspicion

and it foreshadows bigger things to

come in near future. Moreover, it is

clear that there are roles being doled out

by Hezbollah and its followers.

Sheikh Qabalan launched an attack

on Sheikh Mohammed Rashid

Qabbani, the Grand Mufti of the

Lebanese Republic the day that he

warned against the sedition of the May

7 coup. Sheikh Qabalan said, “If some

leaders are happy to become tools in the

hands of Israel so that it may achieve its

goals, then is it conceivable for those in

religious positions to be dragged behind

them and cover them [leaders] with

their evocative speeches?” 

But Sheikh Qabalan took it even fur-

ther when he defended Iran in response

to Walid Jumblatt’s call for the expul-

sion of the Iranian ambassador to

Lebanon. He said that such question-

able demands “fall under the frame-

work of Israeli and American incite-

ment.”

All of the above suggests that

Hezbollah and its supporters act based

on the coup that they carried out and

their occupation of Beirut and not in

accordance with the Doha Agreement. 

Hezbollah and its supporters want the

sovereign ministries and want to create

a vice-presidential post to be filled by a

Shia and they brag about what hap-

pened in Beirut rather than apologize

for what they have perpetrated. And

why not? In his most recent speech to

his supporters, didn’t Sayyed Hassan

Nasrallah say “I have promised you

victory” in reference to his martyrs in

comparison to the victims on the other

side? So this means that his affiliates

are martyrs while others rank lower in

life and death! 

The danger of all of the aforesaid is

that it can only aggravate matters, in

addition to firmly establishing the

belief amongst some that accumulating

weapons and preparation are necessary

– whilst there is nothing to guarantee

that Hezbollah will not repeat its

actions, especially since the party’s

supporters continue to remind their

opponents of the Beirut coup. 

The gravity does not lie in the fact that

this comes from a Hezbollah MP but

rather that it comes from a man of con-

siderable status and who occupies the

position of Deputy President of the

Higher Islamic Shia Council in

Lebanon.

Tariq Alhomayed is the Editor-in-Chief

of Asharq Al-Awsat, the youngest per-

son to be appointed that position.

Source : http://www.asharq-e.com

Exploiting Hezbollah’s coup

By: Heleen Mees and Femke van Zeijl 

TT
ruth is often said to be the

first casualty in wartime.

But if the real truth is told,

it is women who are the

first casualties. In conflict

zones, the United Nations children’s

agency UNICEF recently observed, sex-

ual violence usually spreads like an epi-

demic. Whether it is civil war, pogroms,

or other armed conflicts, all too often

women’s bodies become part of the bat-

tlefield. The victims of large-scale sexu-

al atrocities range from baby girls to old

women. 

In Darfur, janjaweed militia kid-

napped a 12-year-old girl and gang-

raped her for a week, pulling her legs so

far apart that she was crippled for life.

The biggest fear of rape victims in

Darfur, however, is that they will never

find a husband. Under sharia law, raped

women are prosecuted for adultery or

fornication. Last year, at least two young

women in Sudan were sentenced to

death by stoning. As Refugees

International observes: “The govern-

ment is more likely to take action

against those who report and document

rape than those who commit it.” 

In the wars now savaging the

Democratic Republic of Congo, rape

victims also take most of the blame.

After being raped, Congolese women

are banished by their husbands and

ostracized by their communities. Often

they are genitally mutilated by a gunshot

or tossed on a fire naked. 

In cultures where girls and women are

married off and chastity is central to

womanhood, all is lost for a woman who

loses her honor. The subsequent stigma

often is a heavier burden than the assault

itself. So it should be no surprise that

most of these wounded girls and women

keep silent. 

During the Balkan wars of the 1990’s,

women were raped for the purpose of

bearing the enemy’s children. According

to European Union estimates, 20,000

women in Bosnia alone were victims of

rape. The women have been largely left

to themselves, traumatized by their

experiences and condemned to a life of

poverty. 

In 1945, an estimated two million

women were victims of the Red Army’s

sexual cruelties – not only German

women, but also Jewish women in hid-

ing, concentration camp survivors, and

resistance fighters. According to the

German journalist Ruth Andreas-

Friedrich, the shame felt about “lost

honor” created an “atmosphere of sui-

cide.” In April 1945, there were more

than 5,000 suicides in Berlin. Husbands,

fathers, and teachers pressured women

and girls to end their own lives after

Russian soldiers raped them because

their “honor” was their major concern. 

For many girls and women, non-mar-

ital sex remains worse than death. So it

is all the more striking – and painful –

that for so long this specific war crime

has received little attention. During

World War II, the prohibition on rape by

soldiers was well established in interna-

tional law, but the post-war Nuremberg

and Tokyo war crimes tribunals prose-

cuted only a handful of cases. 

During the genocide in Rwanda, mass

rape was the rule. But sexual assault was

included only accidentally – and sec-

ondarily – in the Rwanda Tribunal’s

indictments. After a Rwandan woman

spontaneously declared before the tribu-

nal that she and other women had been

raped before the massacre, a female

judge followed up and revealed the

enormous scale of sexual violence

against women. The Rwanda Tribunal

was the first in history to describe rape

as a possible act of genocide. 

In 2001, the International Criminal

Tribunal for former Yugoslavia in The

Hague condemned the systematic rape

of women as a crime against humanity.

In the landmark Foca case, the ICTY

convicted three Bosnian Serbs of rape,

torture, and enslavement of Muslim

women in 1992. Girls, some of them just

12 years old, were gang-raped for

weeks. 

Yet the perpetrators of wartime mass

rape and other forms of sexual violence

usually are not prosecuted. Recently, the

Congolese militia leader Thomas

Lubanga became the first prisoner to be

tried at the International Criminal Court

in The Hague for the recruitment of

child soldiers. Yet the indictment’s fail-

ure to mention violence against women

is a “huge shock” to the victims, accord-

ing to Congolese human rights organiza-

tions. In a petition, they asked the ICC

to investigate mass rapes committed by

all parties in the conflict. 

The impunity that is characteristic of

these heinous crimes must stop. Rape

and other forms of sexual violence

against women should be openly dis-

cussed by governments, members of

parliament, militia leaders, and opinion

leaders. Prosecution must become the

rule. The ICC and other tribunals must

give a clear signal to the perpetrators. 

For women who have been victims of

rape, there are no monetary benefits,

memorials or mourning rituals. That

must change as well. There should be a

monument to the Unknown Raped

Woman at the ICC. Maybe then its

judges would pay closer attention to

sexual violence against women. 

Heleen Mees is a Dutch economist and

lawyer. Her most recent book Weg met

het deeltijdfeminisme! examines third

generation feminism. She is also the

author of a book on European Union

law and founder of the women’s action

committee Women on Top; Femke van

Zeijl’s most recent book Een nacht in

een vijzel looks at women’s lives in

Mozambique, Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi,

Uganda and the Democratic Republic of

the Congo. 

Source: Project Syndicate, 2008.

Wars against women

Can liberal societies combat radical islam?
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El-Kouhene: Wheat prices increased
333 percent

DD
irector of the World Food

Program in Yemen Mr.

Mohamed El-Kouhene stated

in a symposium held in the ministry of

trade that the price of wheat imported

from the U.S. has increased from US$

180 per metric ton to US$ 600 per met-

rics ton between the years 2006 - 2008,

while other agricultural commodities

such as rice and cooking oils increased

by 236 percent.

SNACC: 8753 corruption cases
detected in three years

TT
he Supreme National Authority

for Combating Corruption

(SNACC) has issued a report

stating that it has detected 8753

between the years 2005 – 2007, adding

that most of these cases were reported

by the Central organization for Control

and Audit and the public attorney’s

office, adding that statistics indicate

that cases of corruption are increasing

due to the improved delectability of

corruption. 

Yaqoub: A stock market will take
two years to be established

D
eputy Minister of Finance for

International Affairs Jalal

Yaqoub has stated that it will

take two years to research what are the

prerequisites to establish a stock market

in Yemen, adding that domestic busi-

ness enterprises and banks need the

existence of a stock market to expand

their operations and capital.

Saudi’s SAMA airlines to expand to
Yemen

SS
audi Arabia’s budget airline

SAMA announced plans to

expand its network to Yemen by

upcoming July. The airline has a fleet of

six airlines and serves a total of 21 des-

tinations in Saudi Arabia and in the

Region.

Volvo opens showroom in Sana’a

AA
l-Agel trading company, agent

of Volvo automotive, has

launched the first Volvo show-

room in Sana’a. With a campaign to

focus on marketing Volvo’s award win-

ning 4x4 vehicle the Volvo XC90 in

Yemen.

Business 
in brief

FF
or almost a year the ministry
of finance has been working
on a devising a system that
will ensure more efficient,
transparent, and timely finan-

cial management within the ministry in
managing government and public
finances. The ministry has put together
the Accounting Financial Management
Information System Project (AFMIS) in
order to serve this particular purpose.
The project started implementation in
January 2008, and achieved praisewor-
thy progress so far. YemenTimes inter-
viewed the executive manager of the
project Dr. Nabeel Al-Sohybe, and asked
him a few questions about the project.

1) Can you start by providing us with
a brief overview of your project
and its objectives?
The government of Yemen is conducting
a Civil Service Modernization Project
(CSMP), which comprises, among other
components, the computerization of a
Financial and Accounting Management
Information System (AFMIS), super-
vised by the Ministry of Finance (MOF)
and funded by the government and the
World Bank.  AFMIS is considered as
the basis for public finance management
reform. It is designed to address budget-
ary activities; budget preparation, budget
execution, and final accounts and the
system should provide decision makers
with meaningful reports of such activi-
ties. The system would also support
capacity building in the area of financial
administration in the Ministry of
Finance, line ministries (all other min-
istries), budgetary units, governorates
and districts.  The system should provide
greater fiscal transparency by posting

approved budgets, allocations and
monthly, quarterly, annually budget exe-
cution reports on the web of Ministry of
Finance.  Fiscal transparency will

increase as the system incorporates a
medium term budgetary framework and
commitment accounting procedure.
Initially, the implementation of the sys-
tem was divided into three stages:

• First Stage:  to implement the system
in the largest 4 ministries, which covers
about 80% of the total budget.  These
ministries are:  Ministry of Finance,
Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Health and Population, Ministry of
Public Works and Roads.  Besides con-
necting these ministries electronically,
and electronic communication between
the main center in the Ministry of
Finance and the Central Bank of Yemen
will be established. 

• Second Stage:  to deploy the system
to all other ministries within the Capital
of Yemen, Sana’a.

• Third Stage:  to deploy the system to
all governorates and districts.  

The project faced some serious issues
in the past that led both government and
World Bank to sit around the table and
discuss project available options that
included the closure of the project.
Ministry of Finance made it clear that
AFMIS is a strategic reform and eventu-
ally government and World Bank have
agreed on a set of actions that warrant its
success. The past two years have wit-
nessed the implementation of these
actions and AFMIS has achieved impor-
tant milestones.  The 2008 budget was
fully prepared using the AFMIS system,
and the results have been encouraging

and the feedback from pilot ministries
has been overwhelmingly positive.  In
addition, the budget execution module is
being implemented in the four men-
tioned ministries since January 1st, 2008,
and these ministries are working live
with the system.  The project team is
working with the contracting company
along with independent international
testing company to address and resolve
all technical comments and/or needs
raised by the super end-users, end-users.
Once the contracting company finishes
all fixes raised, the testing company will
come to Yemen to test the system one
final time and issue certificate to that
regards before Ministry of Finance final
acceptance.    

2) How will this project help improve
the government's management of
public funds and allocations to differ-
ent government agencies?

Automating budget processes will def-
initely improve the government ‘s man-
agement of public funds.  By using the
system from start (budget preparation) to
finish (budget execution).  Each agency
or ministry cannot reallocate, transfer or
exceed any amount that is not assigned
in its budget.  Real-Time reports will be
issued automatically through the chain of
command in the ministry of finance for
every transaction in any agency or min-
istry connected in the system, which will
help officials take sound decisions based
on these real reports.

3) How will the computerization of the
government's financial system
revolutionize the government's effec-
tiveness in financial management?
We all know that Data processing of any
activity will revolutionize all aspects of
such activity. We are talking about time
saving, cost, efficiency, …etc. When it
comes to financial activities these seen
advantages are far-reaching and impor-

tant.  Not only will it improve operations
and save agencies cost, but it will have
spillover effects on all people and organ-
izations who are involved in public
finance. Computerization should result
in the efficient and swift delivery
Ministry of Finance and other govern-
ment agencies services to employees, cit-

izens, and businesses. To citizens and
businesses, would mean the simplifica-
tion of procedures and streamlining of
the approval process and hence speedy
payment system. This should result in
lower costs on all parties involved and
would hopefully lead to lower costs of
goods and services provided to the gov-
ernment. Computerization would mean
ensure appropriate and timely decision-
making, appropriate execution of budg-
ets, to the lowest level of desegregation. 

4) The ministry have legislated several
reforms in the accounting and
auditing systems within government
agencies as a step towards
computerization, how do you see
progress in this regards?
Since 1995, the date of economic reform
inception,Ministry of Finance has played
a key role in the reform processes.
Economic and financial reform package
includes amendments of several finan-
cial laws and introducing several new
others. Ministry of Finance has intro-
duced a new budget classification sys-
tem; a new government chart of accounts
and Ministry of Finance has played a key
role in introducing the new government
procurement law. Ministry of Finance
believes that reform is a continuous
process and right now is in the process of
implementing Financial Management
Reform Strategy that was developed in a
partnership between Ministry of Finance
and donor community. The strategy
involves amendments of several finan-
cial laws and regulations that includes
the Financial Law itself and a compre-
hensive training program of Ministry of
Finance people as well other agencies
cadre on how to adopt to recent changes
in the legal framework of the govern-
ment financial system.   

5) What are the tangible benefits of
these reforms?
The goals of any reform basically are to
improve business environment. In the
finance environment this should lead to
efficiency and prioritization and better
allocation of public funds. It should
mean lower cost of goods and services
and hence more services and higher cov-
erage of these services. It should mean
enhanced transparency and accountabili-
ty. 

6) When do you expect to complete
this project?
As I mentioned, we are approaching the
end of the first phase of this project (in
the largest four ministries and the Central
Bank of Yemen).  Hopefully, the system
will be rolled out to the rest of the min-
istries with the capital, Sana’a, by the
end of next year (2009), and will start
implementing the system in the gover-
norates and districts as soon as we are
done in the capital.  By then the system
will cover both central and local govern-
ment.  

7) Any last words?
Any implementation of an automated
processes will face a resistance from
employees because they fear that tech-
nology will put them out of jobs and they
think the demand will be only for the IT
professionals and in some cases IT
means elimination of vested interest in
the manual system.  As a result,Ministry
of Finance as well as other government
agencies will have a major task to train
their employees about IT related materi-
al from the basic level to the level need-
ed to perform their jobs once any auto-
mated system is implemented.
Employees need necessary skills that
include an understanding of information
society, information management, and IT
literacy to accept such systems and we
need to work hard to achieve that.

Dr. Nabeel Alsohybe: 

Budget reports will be timely and transparent

Dr. Nabeel Alsohybe executive man-
ager of the AFMIS.

We started implementing the

system in the largest 4 min-

istries, which covers about

80% of the total budget.

These ministries are:

Ministry of Finance, Ministry

of Education, Ministry of

Health and Population,

Ministry of Public Works and

Roads.

By using the system from start

(budget preparation) to finish

(budget execution)

Real-Time reports will be

issued automatically through

the chain of command in the

ministry of finance for every

transaction in any agency or

ministry connected in the sys-

tem, which will help officials

take sound decisions based on

these real reports.

Computerization should result

in the efficient and swift deliv-

ery to Ministry of Finance and

other government agencies

services to employees, citi-

zens, and businesses.

Ministry of Finance believes

that reform is a continuous

process and right now is in the

process of implementing

Financial Management

Reform Strategy that was

developed in a partnership

between Ministry of Finance

and donor community.

TT
he summer campaign for
“Let me Learn” initiative
spearheaded by Business
Partnership for Girls’
Education (BPGE) was

launched last Monday 26th of May. The
Business Partnership for Girls’
Education was formed in 2006. It was
initiated by the UNICEF in cooperation
with the Ministry of Education and
three leading business houses, includ-
ing Arwa Minieral Water Company,
MTN Yemen, and Universal Group.
Later in 2007, Fast Print another lead-
ing printing and designing company
joined. 

Dr. Abdulsalam Al-Joufi Minister of
Education, acknowledge the private
sector’s important role for accelerating
girls’ education. He described the let
me learn campaign as a positive step in
the mobilization of efforts of the differ-
ent sectors and local communities to
address one of the major challenges
facing Yemen. 

Dr. Kamel Ben Abdallah, UNICEF

Acting Deputy Representative, stated
“This Summer Campaign of the
Business Partnership for Girls’
Education will add vigor and energy
and bring dividends for enrollment and
retention of girls in schools.” 

The summer campaign aims at rais-
ing awareness on the importance of
Girls’ Education to increase girls’
enrollment and maintain their retention
at the coming academic year. The cam-
paign voice out “Dear Mothers and
Fathers: the School is waiting for your
daughters” along with the general
theme “Let Me Learn” serve as a
reminder for parents to enroll and retain
their daughters in schools. The cam-
paign will include advocating for the
issue through targeted distribution of
advocacy messages through different
means including posters, flyers, and
mobiz in the governorates of Al-Dale’e,
Lahj, Taiz, Ibb, Hodiada, Sana’a, Aden,
Mareb, Shabwa, Hadramout, Amran,
Dhamar, and Hajjah. Additionally, the
campaign will extend to the beginning

of the academic year emphasizing the
message of the Let Me Learn
Campaign by sending 1.5 million text
messages (sms) to the MTN subscribers
especially in rural areas. The campaign
will also include the distribution of
more than 10 million Shamlan mineral
water bottles that contains the Let me
Learn Message on their label and which
is expected to widely reach everywhere
in Yemen. More importantly the BPGE
have up to now secured 50,000 note-
books to be given to the children at the
beginning of the academic year. 

In recognition of the business part-
ners major leadership role in accelerat-
ing girls education, the Business
Partners were honored by the UNICEF.
Certificates of acknowledgment were
handed by the Ministry of education Dr.
Al-Joufi to Mr. Alwan Al-Shaibani,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Universal Group, Mr. Malek El-Koussa
– Communication and Public Relations
Senior Officer of MTN Yemen, Mr.
Jameel Murshid – General Manager of

Arwa Mineral Water Company
(Shamlan), and Mr. Sanad Huraibi –
General Manager of Fast Print. 

Mr Mazen Al-Shaibani, Marketing
Manager of Universal Group comment-
ed “Our group of companies constantly
supports activities that will take Yemen
a step further to achieve the millennium
development goals.” He added “our
partnership with the private sector is a
way to work hand in hand with any
organization to bear the burdens for our
precious country in facing any chal-
lenges.” 

Mr Malek El-Koussa, illustrated that
MTN’s Yemen Strategy is based on cre-
ating genuine partnership within the
private sector, governmental and non-
governmental organizations, that aim at
developing the community. He added
“MTN International announced MTN
Charity to specialize in undertaking
developmental projects to serve local
communities.” He further explained
that the Let me Learn Campaign also
coincide with the annual MTN’s 21

Campaign that involves all MTN
employees in community services to
the local communities and more partic-
ularly to the poor.

Mr Walid Al-Maqtari, Media Officer
in Fast Print stated “Girls’ Education is
one of the major priorities in Yemen.
We are happy to be part of this partner-
ship. We hope to make it sustainable
and we invite our fellow business men
and women to take leadership and get
involved in this partnership.”

Private sector honored for their
contribution to girls’ education in Yemen

II
n cooperation with the

University of Science and

Technology, The Gulf-based

Innovation Training and

Consulting Company (Al-

Ebda'a) has announced the launch of

its prominent training program enti-

tled: Scientific Techniques for

Modern Management, which will be

presented by the renowned manage-

ment consultant Dr. Tariq Al-

Swaidan, head of the company.

The training program will take

place between upcoming 7 and 10 of

June, and will include strategic plan-

ning, functional and operational

planning, as well as leadership

development and management. The

training will also discuss change

management towards investing

more in people who are the real

asset of any company, as well as

employee retention and motivation

towards achieving organizational

objectives.

Al-Swaidan
to Train in
Leadership in
Yemen

Tariq Al-SwaidanThe education Minister hands  over the certifications.

For more information about
joining the partnership the Let
me Learn website also
launched during the ceremony
provide good information.
(www.letmelearn-yemen.com).
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The UNFPA Country Office in Yemen, Sana’a, is looking to fill the post of

Post Title: Technical Assistant for the BDN program 

To provide support to the MoPH&P in the area of Community-Based Initiative (CBI) / Basic Development

Needs (BDN) as Technical Assistant.

Type of contract and Duration:  SC contract , one year  renewable.

I. Objectives / Overview of the Programme:

To work with the National authorities, especially the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPH&P) in

the area of CBI in order to develop a sound workable BDN model that can be replicated nationally for wider

population coverage. 

1. To develop a model socio-economic development programme based on the BDN approach for improve-

ment of health and better quality of life.

2. To build national capacity for institutionalization of the BDN approach and its expansion for wider popu-

lation coverage.

3. To advocate for national ownership of the programme and its inclusion in the national development plan.

II. Main duties and responsibilities
The incumbant will have the following duties and responsibilities:

1. Maintaining record of all programme related activities including progress documentation and financial 

record;

2. Maintaining communications with staff of the BDN partners and offices; 

3. Organizing meetings with government officials, BDN partners and other stakeholders; 

4. Preparing background documents for, and drafting minutes of meeting and other panel recommendations; 

5. Providing summaries on programme policies and procedures to the BDN partners and ensuring that all part-

ners performing in line with those policies; 

6. Monitoring the implementation of work plans and the corresponding budget; 

7. Responsible for grant awards, training and capacity building management; 

8. Perform any other duties as requested by the programme. 

III. Qualifications and Experience Required Qualifications and Experience Required:
1. University degree in social science, public health, economics, or other related disciplines; 

2. At least 5 years of professional experience in a relevant development field; 

3. Sound analytical, conceptual and problem solving skills; 

4. Knows and manage herself/himself

5. Excellent written and oral communication skills; 

6. Ability to work under pressure, manage multi-task requirements and high degree of initiative; 

7. Excellent interpersonal and diplomatic skills and the ability to reach out to multiple audiences; 

8. Ability to recognize politically sensitive issues and the judgment to handle them appropriately;  

9. Excellent knowledge of written and spoken English;

10. Knowledge of computer softwares (word processing, spreadshet, database, etc) and database management

skill and experience.

_____________________________________________________________________

SUPPORTING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, POPULATION AND
DEVELOPMENT IN YEMEN

Please send your application with a covering letter to: UNFPA, P.O. Box 7272,  Sana’a.

Deadline for application: 20 June 2008 

Please note that only candidates who fulfil the above requirements will be considered as notified.

UNFPA is offering equal opportunities however qualified females are strongly encouraged to apply.

A first class Industrial Contracting Company
Announcing Vacancies for the Posts of Senior Electrical Engineer

and Shipping Manager

A first class Industrial Contracting Company responsible for the installation of a Steel Manufacturing Plant

requires applicants for the two following positions:

A -  Senior Electrical Engineer: 
Responsibilities:

1- To manage all aspects of Electrical Installation.

2- To liaise with European and Asian equipment suppliers and supply technical feed back.

3- To design and purchase basic electrical systems not included in main equipment supply (e.g. lighting

and local power distribution network).

Requirements:
1- Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering.

2- A minimum of five years relevant experience in Industrial Sector.

3- Knowledge of: 

• DC/AC Motors & Controls

• DC Drives

• PLC's 

• Power distribution & Protections.

4- Fluency in both written & spoken in English and Arabic Languages.

5- Very good experience with computers and office software and programs. 

6- Very good interpersonal and communication skills.

B-  Shipping Manager:
Responsibilities:

1- To manage all aspects of the company transport and shipping.

2- To liaise with European Equipment Suppliers. 

3- To organize Goods to be shipped to Yemen from: Europe, India, China & Korea.

4- To ensure speedy compliance with all Government/Customs regulations relating to shipping/imports.

5- To ensure efficient trans-shipment of Goods within Yemen.

Requirements:
1- A minimum of Bachelor's degree in relevant field.

2- A minimum of five years experience in relevant field.

3- Good understanding of Government/Customs regulations & procedures relating to Imports.

4- Good contacts within the shipping industry.

5- Good contacts for internal road transportation.

6- Fluency in both written & spoken English and Arabic Languages.

7- Very good experience with computers and office software and programs. 

8- Very good interpersonal and communication skills.

Both positions are initially based in Sana'a but will eventually require to locate in Mukalla.  We offer excellent

remuneration packages for the right person in these senior company positions.

Applications with CV’s, should be submitted  within THREE weeks of this advertisement for these positions

to the Email Address: ind.yemen@gmail.com 

The selected candidates will be contacted for an interview. He/She should bring copies of their supported 

documents.

°IKu» ±R±MW °ICU¡ «∞Kt ËÆb¸Á 

≤∑IbÂ °Q�d «∞∑FU“Í Ë√Åb‚ «∞Lu«ßU… ≈∞v

«∞AOa/•LOb °s ́∂b«∞Kt °s •ºOs «_•Ld
∞u≠U… «∞LGHu¸ ∞t °S–Ê «∞Kt ¢FU∞v

«∞AOa/√•Lb °s ̈U∞V °s ≤UÅd «_•Ld
ßUzKOs «∞Lu∞v ́e Ë§q √Ê ¥∑GLb «∞HIOb °u«ßl ̧•L∑t Ë±GHd¢t
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وظائف شاغرة
مهندسين  المسائية  الفترة  في  للعمل  مطلوب   •

AUTO CADومدرسين اتوكاد
للتواصل: 472937 - 733650040

 2 عدد  إلى  حاجته  عن  لغات  تعليم  مركز  يعلن   •
سكرتيرات

على  الحصول   1- الشروط: 
الثانوية العامه على اأقل

خصوصية  على  الحفاظ   2-
العمل

أوجنسية  خبرة  أي  ايشترط 
والتدريب والتأهيل يتم في المركز

للتواصل: 2- 440703

باحثون عن 
وظيفة

وتطبيقات  برمجة  تخصص   •
عمل  في  خبرة   - الحاسب 
البرامج  وكذلك التصاميم وأيضاً 
في مجال المحاسبة - يجيد اللغة 

اإنجليزية.
للتواصل: 777991248

قسم   - اللغات  كلية  خريج   •
 - صنعاء  جامعة   - الترجمة 
خبرات عديدة - يرغب في العمل 

في مجال المراسات أوالترجمة
للتواصل: 771873723

• ياسر هزاع - دبلوم الكتروني 
أنظمة تحكم صناعي عام - خبرة 
صيانة  في  خبرة   - الحام  في 

اآآت
للتواصل: 777057939

اللغة  في  متخصص  •مدرس 
عاماً   17 لمدة  خبرة   - العربية 
- يريد إعطاء دروس خصوصية 
والصف  التاسع  الصف  لطاب 
علمي/أدبي  الثانوي  الثالث 
المختلفة  المستويات  ولجميع 
وبأسعار  بالعربية  ولغيرالناطقين 

مناسبة
للتواصل: 733946335

• عارف عبدالرحمن- دبلوم تقني 
الكترونيات - دبلوم إنجليزي  - 
اأعمال  إدارة  مجال  في  دورات 
خبرة   - الكمبيوتر  في  دورات   -
األكترونية  اأجهزة  وصيانة  الكهرباء  مجال  في 

والكهربائية
للتواصل: 733079190

 - بتقدير جيد جداً  برمجة  دبلوم   - • محمد حسين 
دبلوم صيانة - دبلوم إنجليزي

للتواصل: 770989106
جامعة   - كيمياء  بكالوريوس   - الشرفي  محمد   •
العناصر  لفحص  النفط  وزارة  في  دورة   - صنعاء 

خبرة   - كمبيوتر  دبلوم   -
فحص  في  سنوات  ثاث 
والمخدره  السامة  المواد 

والمتفجره
في  العمل  في  يرغب   -

الفترة المسائية.
للتواصل: 777205092

مهندس   - محمد  أحمد   •
 - ثقيلة  معدات  ميكانيكي 

خبرة اتقل عن 15 سنة
 -  210594 للتواصل: 

210593
• محمد أحمد - بكالوريوس 
خمس  خبرة   - محاسبة 
يمن  برامج   - سنوات  
سوفت المحاسبية - يبحث 
الفترة  في  العمل  عن 

المسائية.
للتواصل: 777173742

إنجليزية  لغة  مدرسة   •
دروس  إعطاء  في  ترغب 
للمرحلة  خصوصية 
الثانوية  وحتى  اإبتدائية 
التربية  وزارة  )مناهج 
والتعليم و مناهج خارجية(

للتواصل: 734082879 - 
734082879

مرتبة  مع  أعمال  دراسة   - الرعيني  حسين  طه   •
كتابة  اإنجليزية  اللغة  يجيد   - بريطانيا  من  الشرف 
ونطقا - تقدير ممتاز في الكمبيوتر - خبرة في دراسة 

الشركات ومشاكلها الداخلية والخارجية.
للتواصل: 733530000

• مهندس اتصاات والكترونيات - خبرة 8 سنوات
للتواصل: 777070011

عقارات
 3 غرف،   5 حده،  وبدروم،  دور  جديد  فيا  للبيع:   •
حمامات، مطبخ ، صالة طعام والبدروم كامل. مساحة 
لبنه حر. حجر دائري بيضاء - شارع  اأرضية 14 

مسفلت شرقيه. سعر اللبيع: 75 مليون ريال.
للتواصل: 733802855

يتكون من 5  للبيع: فيا حجر من دورين كل دور   •
وحوش  وحمامين  ومطبخ  واسعتين  وصالتين  غرف 
دائري مبلط يسع عدة سيارات. مساحة اأرض عشر 

لبن - الموقع جوار كلية المجتمع.
 السعر: 75 مليون ريال
للتواصل: 734660224

• لإيجار: ثاثة دكاكين وبادروم على شارع الثاثين 

بيت بوس. لإستفسار: 733893609
• للبيع: أرضية على شارعين - الموقع: شارع حده 

- المساحة 20 لبنه
للتواصل: 777991248

 

سيارات
• للتأجير خمس سيارات فخمة موديل 2007 بعقود 

سنوية للتواصل:777163554

كمبيوتر،اثاث، ادوات 
كهربائية، تلفونات، 

و اشياء اخرى

• للبيع: صودا كاوية.
للتواصل:733738787

• للبيع: قفص فابريك نظيف جداً لسيارة هايلوكس 
غمارتين بسعر: 60 ألف ريال

للتواصل: 734660224
• للبيع خزنة كوري جديد - موديل BIS قفل ذوأرقام 

بنظام مفتاحين بسعر 45 ألف ريال.
للتواصل: 734660224

إعانات مبوبة 115 June 2008

طوارىء الكهرباء 177، طوارىء الشرطه 199، 
اإطفاء 191، طوارىء المياه 171، 

اإستعامات 118، حوادث )المرور( 194، 
الشئون الخارجيه 202544/7، الشئون الداخليه 252701/7، الهجرة 

250761/3، وزارة المواصات )تلفون( 7522202، 
 اإذاعة 282061، التلفزيون 332001/2،

مؤسسة الباصات للتنقل داخل المدن 262111/3، 
وزارة المواصات 325110/1/2/3، السياحه 254032، 

  الصليب ااحمر 203131/3، تليمن 7522227
           

البنوك $             

بنك اليمن والخليج        فاكس:260824  ت: 967-1-260823
فرع عدن :ت/ 237829- 2. فاكس/237824

بنك التضامن اإسامي  ت: 01/666666 
البنك التجاري       ت: 277224    فاكس : 277291

مصرف اليمن البحرين الشامل      ت: 264775,264702
                                    فاكس: 264703,503350

بنك اليمن الدولي            ت: 407030 -01       
البنك العربي                ت:  276585/2 -01

بنك التسليف الزراعي       ت : 01-563813
البنك المركزي:             ت: 274314 -01 

تأجير سيارات v
زاويه ) Budget( ت: 3096180506372   فاكس: 240958

يورب كار    ت: 270751               فاكس: 270804
هيرتز لتآجير السيارات   صنعاء    ت: 01-440309

                                    فرع شيراتون  ت: 545985              
                                   عدن  ت :02-245625 

                     

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر

آبتك لتعليم الكمبيوتر)تركيز على اانترنت، مناهج، تجارة إلكترونية( 
  

شهادة ايزو 1.                     
                                 صنعاء  ت: 01-468305
                                   فاكس : 407419 - 01 

                    عدن ت: 20-237199    
                   تعز ت: 04-250343 

                                   المكاء ت: 05-307492
             

Infinit Education        T :444553         
ت: 445518/7-442073 NIIT   لتعليم الكمبيوتر 

              

            
البريد السريع

                          صنعاء     ت: 440170/67    
            الحديده      ت: 34982
             إب         ت: 411988

                      المكا      ت: 302641 
                              شبوه      ت: 202326

                      سيئون    ت: 402469

 DHL :441099/8/7/6  
   أرامكس   صنعاء    ت: 441024/5

         عدن   ت:243124    تعز    ت: 213489  
        المكا  ت: 309190   الحديدة ت: 219643

 T      شحن وتوصيل
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 
               Tel : 01-531221/531231

النسيم للشحن والتوصيل        ت: 407905
ت:1-444550،441935 ورلد لينك   

مستشفيات +

مستشفى الثورة         ت: 01/246967-66
المستشفى الجمهوري    ت: 01-274286/87

ت: 412981 -01 مستشفى حدة اأهلي 
ت: 600000/602008 -01   المستشفى االماني الحديث  

فاكس: 418116                 
E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com   

فنادق
فندق فرساي        ت: 2 /425970/1 -01

فنق شيراتون        ت: 237500 -01
فندق موفمبيك       ت: 546666 -01     فاكس: 546000

فندق تاج سبأ       ت:272372 -01
فندق رياكس ان    ت: 449871 -01

فندق وأجنحة الخليج السياحي 
                         ت:  602135/8 - 602355 -1

هد معا
معهد يالي   ت: 448039-3/4/ 445482  فاكس:448037          

معهد اللغة األمانيه     ت: 200945
المعهد البريطاني للغات والكمبيوتر   ت: 266222               

                                      فاكس: 514755    
معهد كاروكوس   ت:    532434/5   فاكس :  532436    
معهدأيكتك      ت: 240833 - 510613   فاكس: 265537

شركات للتأمين

الوطنية للتأمين  ت :272713/272873   فاكس:272924
مأرب للتأمين              صنعاء ت: 206129/8/13

الشركة اليمنية اإسامية للتأمين وإعادة التأمين  
          صنعاء ت: 284193،

                                   عدن ت: 244280
   تعز ت: 258881

شركة اليمن للتأمين     صنعاء ت: 272806/272962/43
           عدن ت: 247617

                          تعز ت: 250345

مدارس
مدرسة رينبو                 ت: 414-026/424-433

مدارس صنعاء الدولية      ت: 370191/2    فاكس:370193
مدرسة التركيه الدوليه       ت: 448258/9

مدرسة الماجد اليمنيه       ت: 206159

سفريات j
النسيم للسفريات                   ت:    270750

العالميه للسفريات والسياحه        ت:   4411589/60  

مطاعم
مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني   )باسم محمد عبده الشيباني(

تلفون : 266375 - 505290   فاكس : 267619

 لإشتراك في هذه المساحة اإتصال على

 تحويلة 211  268661 

مك
ته م قا ر ا

     مكتب أحمد محسن امريسي
     للخدمات العقارية

حدة - احي السياسي 733802855 
اأصبحي - بيت بوس - مكتب 679166 - سيار 733472984

غرفة  ديوان،  بوس.  بيت  امهندسن  حي  وبدروم،  دور  جديد،  فيا  للبيع: 
اأرضية  مساحة  كامل.  البدروم  طعام.  وصالة  مطبخ  وحمام،  غرفتن  وحمام، 

حوالي 8 لن حر وتقع على شارع مسفلت غربي.

للبيع: دور وبدروم، حي امثلث الذهبي، بيت بوس ، 5 غرف، 3 حمامات ، 
مطبخ، صالة طعام والبدروم كامل. مساحة اأرضية حوالي 11 لبنه حر وتقع 

على شارعن ركن. سعر البيع 55 مليون ريال.

للبيع: فيلتن جديدتن من دورين وبدروم بحوش واحد وباإمكان فصلهما كل 
امثلث ذهبي،  الغرب،  بإجاه  لن حر وعلى شارع مسفلت  تقع على 7  واحدة 

بيت بوس. فرصة ثمنية. سعر البيع لكل واحدة 65 مليون ريال مني

للبيع: أرضية حر حوالي 8 لن، مربعة رائعة وتقع في حي جوار مدرسة 7 يوليو 
للبنات، حي اأصبحي- اإسكان وش 50 متر. وتقع على شارع 16 متر بإجاه 

الشرق. الواجهة 18 متر. سعر اللبنه 2،600،000 إلى يد البائع صافي

FOR SALE
Deep Sea Fishing Trawler

in Aden Port - R.O Yemen

     
Length:  34Mtr

        Flag :      Panama

2 Fish holds

        Freezing Vessel

Contact: 02 248062 / 733513818 / 734864701

مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني

صنعاء - شارع حده - أمام مركز الكميم التجاري
تلفون: 266375 - 505290

فاكس : 267619
ص.ب : 5465

Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye

 باسم محمد عبده الشيباني
Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax: 267619

P.O Box: 5465

Skilled crafts' are needed for the following pro-

fessions Plummer, Electrician, AC Technician, 

Paver and Carpenter 

Send your resume with all supporting document 

to this Fax number 967 1 431 - 4998

Work Opportunity

كوبون لاعانات الشخصية المجانية  (كل ااعانات الشخصية بدون أي مقابل)

❏   بيع       ❏  شراء       ❏  إيجار    ❏  إستئجار   ❏ طلب وظيفة   ❏  وظائف شاغرة       ❏ غير ذلك
تفاصيل ااعان: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

عنوان التواصل: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 قص هذا الكوبون وارسله إلى صحيفة يمن تايمز  على فاكس 268276  او على صندوق بريد  2579 - صنعاء 
لمزيد من المعلومات اتصل ب (ت 268661/2/3)  

لإعان في هذه الصفحة يرجى اإتصال على الرقم التالي 268661 /01 وإرسال اإعانات المجانية على فاكس01/268276     



By: Mahmoud Assamiee

NN
early everyone notices
that Sana’a is receiving a
makeover. Construction
and infrastructure
development has been

expanding since the 1990s, giving
historical Sana’a a facelift and
transforming the city – albeit slowly –
into a modern metropolis.

Residents can see the construction,
spanning everywhere from east to west
and north to south, beginning to eat up
the rural landscape and the mountains
surrounding the city. Not only is Sana’a
getting new buildings, but also a surface
expansion and infrastructure projects
such as roads, schools, hospitals,
electricity and water networks.

Construction is expanding at a record
pace in Sana’a
Sana’a is on the receiving end of
increasing local migration from all
Yemeni governorates and now has more
than 2.5 million inhabitants, according
to the Central Statistic Organization’s
(CSO) last survey in 2004.

The capital city also is a destination
for those seeking better employment
opportunities; thus, Sana’a is
attempting to sustain all of its new
residents. To help manage the situation,
new buildings are being constructed
across the city.

Investors have begun turning their
attention to the outskirts of the city,
where they can build modern homes
and large buildings on open land. Areas
in western Sana’a like Aser,
Assounainah and Madhbah were
desolate and uninhabited as recently as
10 years ago.

Expansion also has extended south to
Assawad, Haddah village and Attan
areas, which were just vacant borders of
the capital city a decade ago.

Construction to the north has reached
Arhab, which borders Amran
governorate and promises to continue in
that direction, while eastward
expansion now has reached its end at
Nuqum Mountain.

Yemen’s capital city, whose tallest
buildings once were found in its Old
City section, now has structures 15
floors high and made of expensive
stones imported from the Yemeni
countryside. Brought in from such
places as Dhamar, Rada’a, Marib and
Hodeidah, they are named for their
governorates, such as Dhamari, Rada’i
and Maribi.

The most famous of the tallest
buildings comprising the new face of
Sana’a are Sana’a Tower on Zira’a
Street, Ribat Tower near Hayel Street,
the Zaid Al-Qubati building on
Baghdad Street and the Lailah Illa Allah
Building Right building on the Al-
Dhairy and Zubairy crossroads. Built of
white and red stones, these new
buildings and towers are
constructed with a very advanced and
unique architecture.

The newest and most beautiful
buildings and construction reflecting
the uniqueness of Sana’a construction
are the new Foreign Ministry building
in the Siteen-Aser area, the Movenpick
Hotel in Nuqum and the Oil Ministry
building on Zubairi Street. These
buildings are built of the most
expensive and beautiful marble in
Yemen, which is Hanashi or Rada’i,
from Rada’a. The color of this type of
marble is reddish-gray.

Besides these beautiful buildings and
towers, others like Al-Asimah Tower on
Hadda Street currently are under
construction.

According to the CSO, there are
164,421 buildings in the capital
secretariat, 49,194 of which are
constructed of stone, while 22,864 are
made of stone exeriors, 12,349 are
made of mud brick and 64,378 are made
of concrete blocks and bricks.

According to Khalid Al-Madani,
owner of Al-Madani Stone Workshop,
the best and most expensive type of
decorative stones are red and gray ones
brought from Rada’a and called
Hanashi. A single stone measuring 25 x
25 x 7 centimeters costs YR 250,
whereas other types cost YR 200 for the
same size.

Where there’s construction, basic
services also are needed
Health service also are increasing and
expanding in response to the increasing

needs of the capital city’s ever-growing
population. According to Dr. Adel
Assamiee, information management
director at the Public Health and
Population Ministry, Sana’a has some
121 hospitals, with numerous others
currently under construction.

As the Yemeni population centralizes
in the capital city, traffic jams have
increased, so the government is
increasing the number of strategic
projects such as tunnels and bridges at
Sana’a’s main major crossroads.

In this regard, Amin Juma’an,
secretary-general of Sana’a’s local
council, notes that five tunnels have
been constructed at Sana’a crossroads
in an effort to ease problems, while
eight others remain under construction.

The largest and most important of

these strategic projects is the Yemeni-
Chinese Friendship Bridge at the
crossroads of Zubairi Street and Bab Al-
Yemen near Safiah and Tahrir Square.

New roads have been built and others
still are underway in an effort to keep
pace with the widespread construction
and help ease traffic jams resulting from
the more than 260,000 vehicles in
Sana’a.

One major road project involves
Siteen Street, which is 60 meters wide
(this is where the street gets its name).
The street will extend around Sana’a
from Al-Rawdha area in the north to
Taiz Street in the south of the city.

Additionally, another 50-meter-wide
street is being constructed around
Sana’a, stretching from Amran Road in
the north, crossing Aser in the west and

ending at Beit Baws in the south. The
street primarily will be for large trucks
in an effort to decrease noise within the
city center.

The advantages of this construction
boom are the beautification of the
capital city and the opportunity to
display Yemen’s unique stones and
building style, which draws the
attention of many foreign visitors to
Sana’a.

Disadvantages
Such expanded construction in Sana’a
also has consumed many agricultural
lands, including 5 to 8 square
kilometers of acreage north of the city
in Al-Rawdha and Shamlan areas. This
spread can affect climate change if rural
areas are gobbled up by construction.

Another disadvantage of this
expansion is pollution. Besides the
260,000 vehicles in Sana’a,
construction exhaust and asphalting of
roads also create pollution in the capital
city.

Additionally, CSO statistics indicate
that 7,881 industrial facilities and more
than 62 stone workshops serve to
increase this problem. As stones are cut
and shaped in these workshops, dust
goes into the air causing air pollution.
The same goes for other industries such
as carpentry and chemical spraying.

Sana’a environmental director Sharaf
Al-Hamazi notes that the increasing
population, vehicle exhausts and
construction all lead to environmental
pollution.

“Respiratory disease have increased
due to diesel machinery, which is the
main cause of pollution in Sana’a,” Al-
Hamazi says, adding that, “Work such
as cutting and shaping stones in
workshops and constructing roads and
tunnels are other causes of pollution.”

However, he adds, “We’re working to
plant more trees and conducting
pollution awareness programs in order
to contain this problem.”

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

P
ri

n
te

d
 b

y
 Y

em
en

 T
im

es
 E

st
. 

fo
r

P
re

ss
, 

P
ri

n
ti

n
g
 &

 P
u

b
li

ca
ti

o
n ©∂FX ≠w ±‡‡‡DU°l ±‡‡‡Rºº‡‡‡W ¥L‡‡‡‡‡s ¢U¥L‡‡‡‡e ∞KB

∫‡‡‡‡U≠W Ë«∞D∂U´‡‡‡‡‡W Ë«∞MA‡‡‡‡‡‡d 

The new Ministry of Foreign Affairs building is one of the many modern
structures to grace the updated façade of Sana’a.

Marble, granite and sandstone are popular materials used in the new con-
structions  cropping up around town.

The new face of Sana’a


