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' Relief center helps female
| ex-prisoners
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Ramadhan Page: How Islamic
union will affect the economic

By: Aqeel Al-Halali
For the Yemen Times

ADEN, September 1 — Malaysia
asked Yemen and Somalia to cooperate
with it to release the two tankers
hijacked last month in the Gulf of Aden
near the Yemeni coast. To release the
tankers, the Somali pirates demanded
US $4.7 million.

A press release issued by the
Malaysian Foreign Ministry and pub-
lished by the Malaysian National News
Agency, “Bernama,” said that Malaysia
had asked for cooperation with Yemen
and Somalia’s foreign ministries. The
Malaysian Foreign Ministry hoped the
two partner countries would make an
effort to guarantee the release of the
Malaysian and Filipino crews who
were in the two tankers belonging to
MASC Limited Company and ensure
the Malaysian boats will be safe in the

While Somali pirates demand $ 4.7million

Malaysian-Yemeni cooperation to release the two tankers

Gulf of Aden. The two tankers were
hijacked on the 19th and 29th of last
month.

The statement revealed that Malaysia
plans to suggest to other countries
whose boats were subjected to similar
incidents to report their problem to the
United Nations. It said that Malaysia
“formed a special unit to follow the
issue of the Malaysian tankers hijacked
in the Gulf of Aden.”

According to the Malaysian Foreign
Ministry, the aim of forming such unit
is to monitor the recent developments
in the incident. The ministry said that
the second tanker was hijacked while it
was en route to Singapore from Saudi
Arabia’s Yanbu harbor while loaded
with petrochemicals.

Yemeni security sources said last
Monday that the Yemeni Coast Guard
forces are searching for a ship for
chemical transportation, adding that the

Coast Guard received a message show-
ing that the ship was hijacked in inter-
national waters off the Gulf of Aden.

The Manager of the East Africa
Sailors Assistance Program said that
the Somali pirates demand US$ 8.2
million to release the two Malaysian
tankers and another tanker belonging to
a Japanese company hijacked while
sailing in the Gulf of Aden.

The Manager told Reuters that the
pirates demand US $4.2 million to
release the Malaysian tankers in addi-
tion to US $3.5 to release a Japanese
ship hijacked this past June. He pointed
out that the three ships are near the
Somali village of Ail, where the pirates
have strong local support from resi-
dents.

For its part, the Yemeni government
agreed last Tuesday on a memorandum
of understanding written by countries
of the West Indian Ocean region, the

Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea in
regards to eradicating piracy and armed
robbery of ships.

The government authorized Khalid
Al-Wazir, the Minister of
Transportation, to sign the memoran-
dum and supervise preparations for the
second regional meeting that is sched-
uled to be held in Sana’a late next
month. In addition, the minister will
also supervise the procedures of con-
structing the building of the Regional
Center for Information Exchange,
which will help fight against piracy and
armed robbery of ships traveling in the
Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea.

The Horn of Africa and the Gulf of
Aden are considered to be the most
dangerous of all the international
waterways due to continuous civil war
in Somalia since 1991 and the weak-
ness of the interim government.

Continued on page 2

The chaotic Gulf of Aden: Somali pirates are roaming the sea in easy-to-
maneuver boats and armed with portable rocket launchers, searching for

possible target.

JMP: Election is

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, Sept. 9 — Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP), the major opposition
coalition in Yemen, have stressed their
stance toward the upcoming parlia-
mentary election, labeling it as “a good
approach to settle current crises in the
country and not a as tool to expand
them or let them worsen.”

On Monday in a letter addressed to
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, the JMP
explained that elections, from its view-
point, are not the same as a committee
imposed on others by the ruling major-
ity, implying how the ruling party
formed the Supreme Commission for
Elections and Referendum (SCER)
from its staff exclusively.

The opposition parties added that the
elections represent a fair electoral sys-
tem that preserves rights of minorities
as well as the majority as well. The
JMP reiterated that election manage-
ment must be respected by both the rul-
ing and opposition parties.

JMP leaders noted that Constitution
of the Republic of Yemen and the rele-
vant laws stipulate that the various pro-
cedures of the election must be under-
taken properly without any violations
or discrepancies. They continued that
the constitution bans exploitation of

Budget.

Car Rental

1958 - 2008
Budget

Car Rental

Call + 967 1 411727
Fax + 967 1 411728

24 hours (Hot Line) 711000052

Likaya peyi .. asblly alelly

fEEATA - tEEATY - £EEE

Ermail «

public funds, official media, govern-
ment posts, or any security or military
institutions in favor of a particular
party.

According to opposition leaders, the
constitution stipulates a political cli-
mate based on respecting citizens’
rights, with political and popular
organizations to present their programs
and express their positions through all
the legally ensured means and meth-
ods. “Effective popular participation in
the election is the safe means to help
rescue the nation from its dire situa-
tion,” these leaders stated.

Exchange of accusations between
ruling and opposition parties

The JMP’s letter to President Saleh
reads, “Your letter (Saleh’s letter to
JMP) contained a frank charge against
the JMP. It accused the opposition
coalition of plotting to hinder the
upcoming parliamentary election.
Meanwhile, you know that our interest
is on behalf of the national interest,
which requires conducting free and fair
elections.”

“Without elections, political parities
and the multi-party system will be
meaningless. Only the ruling party that
have an interest associated with hinder-
ing the election, particularly as it has
wasted time since the dialogue
between it and the JMP began on
March 19, 2007,” the letter adds.

In its letter, the JMP Higher Council
proposed solutions to what it called
“Yemen’s current crisis” claiming an
immediate release of political prison-
ers, as well as opinion prisoners in all
Yemeni governorates. “Through posi-
tive interaction, the ruling and opposi-
tion parties can examine pressing prob-
lems in the country and suggest work-
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a good approach to resolve crises

able solutions to them,” JMP leaders
said in the letter.

JMP blames government for insti-
gating army against its members
The JMP Higher Council holds the
government accountable for the nega-
tive consequences associated with
instigating security and military per-
sonnel against JMP member parties. It
emphasized the necessity of having
neutral military and security institu-
tions in Yemen amid political competi-
tion between parties. It warned against
involving these institutions and their
staff in political contests, saying that
the government must improve living
conditions of military and security per-
sonnel so that they can perform well.

The council also warned against
exploiting military and security institu-
tions in favor of a particular party or
organization, adding that such institu-
tions should be based on national prin-
ciples, and their staff should be pro-
moted according to the law.

The Chairman of JMP Higher
Council, Abdul-Wahab Al-Anisi,
affirmed that the opposition would go
on struggling until its demands are met,
insisting that the government must
release all political prisoners, end ten-
sions and create political environment
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in which constitutional and legal rights
are respected.

JMP confirmed that it had clear
opposition to the Sa’ada fighting by
saying that such conflicts must be
resolved through peaceful dialogues,
not by further conflicts. “We claimed
that the problem must be resolved
according to the Constitution,” their
statement said.

With regard to popular protests in
southern Yemen, JMP determined a
frank position about what is occurring
there. It said that political congestion in
the southern governorates was sympto-
matic of the government’s poor poli-
cies and arbitrary practices against cit-
izens.

Ruling party reacts to JMP state-
ments

The ruling General People Congress
(GPC) accused opposition parties of
instigation secession and fragmenta-
tion of the nation.

The Head of GPC Media Sector,
Tariq Al-Shami, said during a news
conference in Sana’a, “Regretfully,
JMP foments fragmentation, violence
and secession in the southern gover-
norates.”

He added, “In many countries,
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Muslim brothers are either detained in
jails or exiled abroad. But in Yemen,
they practice their democratic rights
and the government cares about effec-
tive participation of all the social
groups in politics.”

Al-Shami called all JMP member
parties to participate in the upcoming
parliamentary election, due to take
place on April 27, 2009. “Under no cir-
cumstance may the election’s date
change,” he said.
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Germany campaigns against
qat, tackles food crisis in Yemen

Qat consumption in Yemen to be one of the most important factors behind the country’s structural problems.

By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, Sep, 2- Germany is
providing 16 million euros (around US
$ 24 million) to support Yemenis in
coping with the food crisis, said the
German Embassy in Sana’a last week.

“The German government is
granting Yemen financial and
technical assistance to relieve the
plight of its poorest people who suffer
from rising food prices. With this
contribution, Germany also wants to
support the Government of Yemen in
its efforts to improve food security and
to cope with the internal root causes
for Yemen’s dependence on food
imports,” said a press release issued on
Tuesday.

According to the statement issued
by the German Embassy, US $ 10.5
million will be used to support a food
security policy, provide seeds and
fertilizer to farmers for national food
production and launch a campaign
against the production and use of gat.
The period of the campaign is four
years, from 2008 to 2012.

“Qat consumes an important
proportion of family income which
could be spent on food instead, and is
a major factor for the over-extraction
of ground water and the dwindling
water resources in Yemen,” said a
spokesperson for the embassy, adding,

in an exclusive statement to Yemen
Times, that it considers qat
consumption in Yemen to be one of the
most important factors behind the
country’s structural problems, such as
food shortages, economic
development and dwindling water
resources. The spokesperson further
declared that the campaign is aimed at
raising awareness of the harmful
effects of qat consumption to Yemen’s
economy and society.

According to the statement issued
by the embassy, target groups of the
campaign are malnourished and at-risk
people as well as households in Yemen
who will ultimately profit from the
project due to better strategies and
measures to achieve a more stable
food situation.

Yemen’s malnutrition rate for
children under five is one of the
highest in the world, according to the
Ministry of Health.

The Germany Embassy, which is a
member of the Joint Task Force on the
Food Crisis in Yemen, said that the
aim of this grant is to support the
Government of Yemen in improving
its policy on food security and dealing
with the internal root causes for
Yemen’s dependence on food imports.

According to the World Bank,
Yemen imports 75% of its food and
half of its population lives on less than

$2 a day, yet households continue to
spend 10 percent of their income on
qat.

The spokesperson for the embassy
stated that the awareness campaign
would have to show that qat
cultivation may reap quick profits, but
that only very few are benefitting from
these, whereas every Yemeni will
suffer from the consequences of qat
cultivation, if it continues to harm
local food production by consuming a
great part of non-renewable aquifers.

In addition to this grant, the World
Food Program (WFP) will receive US
$ 13.5 million from Germany over the
next three years for its nutrition
program for pregnant and breast-
feeding women, as well as children
under five who are particularly
vulnerable. The spokesperson for the
embassy said that the German
government had worked with the WFP
on many levels in many countries and
would continue its  successful
cooperation with WFP in Yemen,
adding that the Government of Yemen
had agreed that it was an efficient way
to relieve the plight of the poorest
people who suffer from the food crisis.

With this additional grant, Germany
will increase its two-year pledge for
Yemen for the years 2007-2008 to 89.5
million euros, which is around US $
135 million.

About 2,000 people displaced by
drought in southern mountains

(IRIN) - Hundreds of families
(totalling about 2,000 people) in the
southern governorate of Abyan have
begun to leave their homes due to
severe drought in their mountain vil-
lages, a senior official has said.

Sirar District, a mountainous area in
Abyan, has been particularly badly
affected since May.

Al-Khader Mohammed Saleh, direc-
tor-general of Sirar District, told IRIN
that over 300 families had left their vil-
lages over the past week as a result of
the drought.

"People could not stand the water
shortages and so they decided to leave
their homes. More and more people are
leaving their villages for the same rea-
son. The number of displaced is dou-
bling," he said.

He said the displaced families had

moved to areas like al-Huson and Jaar
in the same governorate.

"A lot of them are living in tents.
Some have rented houses. They are
facing very difficult conditions," he
said.

According to the official, Sirar vil-
lages are arid, barren and mountainous.
Any rain that does fall quickly runs off
down the steep valley sides, as there
are no dams in the area to harvest rain-
water.

"As such, the rains are of no use
when they fall in the area. Springs and
water wells have gone dry," he said.

Saleh said some people had installed
small concrete tanks on their houses to
harvest rainwater, but these had
remained dry because of the lack of
rain. He said the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) had built and repaired a

Continued from page 1

number of concrete tanks in Sirar
District.

Plea for help

The drought has caused damage to the
livestock, beehives and farms on which
local people are heavily dependent for
their livelihoods.

"They live in miserable conditions
with no source of income. We call on
aid agencies to assist them," Saleh
said.

Saleh said the displaced families had
not received any relief assistance from
any local or international non-govern-
mental organisations. "They will over-
burden local services if the number of
displaced families increases," he
warned, adding that schools in the
drought-hit area are closing as villages
are abandoned

Malysian-Yemeni cooperation to
release the two tankers

Since early this year, the African Horn
and the Gulf of Aden regions wit-
nessed the hijacking of 35 ships,
tankers and yachts according to the
Yemen Times’ approximation, where-

as 2007 there were 25 hijacking opera-
tions in 2007.

Yemeni economists warned that the
Somali pirates that target international
ships and commercial tankers in the
African Horn and the Gulf of Aden
will have a negative effect on the
Yemeni economy, and demanded that

security measures should be taken to
maintain the national economic securi-
ty.

The International Security Council
has recently allowed military ships to
enter Somali waters to combat pirates
that target the African Horn and Aden
gulf waters

Women in Politics: Women’s
Quota Law is not enough

By: Salma Ismail

Sana'a, August 31— The Women’s
National Committee (WNC) and the
National Democratic Institute (NDI)
organized a meeting this week to talk
about increasing women's
participation in politics through a
variety of factors.

In recent years, though more women
have chosen to run for election as
candidates, more appointed to
government positions at a national,
state, and local level, progress is
nonetheless slow.

Hooria Mashoor Ahmed Kaid, the
Deputy Director of the WNC, stated
that the number one obstacle to women
achievement in the political arena is
the recommendation law. The law she
is referring to states a woman needs to
have a recommendation, which is a
requirement for nomination, with a
minimum of 300 signatures.

According to Mashoor, best way to
achieve the prescribed quota of women
in politics is to "put pressure on the
ruling party to change this law" while
supporting and encouraging
independent women candidates. The
meeting’s participants agreed that one
of the main obstacles to women’s
representation lies in the process of
candidate selection and
recommendation. They called on
political parties to name their women
candidates while also pressuring
political parties to change the law.

There was still strong support at the
meeting for the application and
fulfillment of Women’s Quota Law in
elected bodies. In September 2007,
President Ali Abdullah Saleh delivered

a speech in which he jump-started
change in the political arena by
introducing the quota system for
female politicians. This quota
mandates that 15 percent of
participants in electoral bodies should
be women, which translates to about
45 seats in Parliament. The next round
of parliamentary elections will take
place in April 2009.

Hooria Mashhour called for
strategic cooperation to tackle issues
that hamper the empowerment of
women. She also called on WNC's
machinery, organizations, political
parties and national bodies to translate
the country’s verbal commitments into

specific actions that will help
implement the quota.
The meeting participants also

voiced their concerns about issues
hampering Yemeni women’s right to
hold decision-making positions and
improving women’s political
participation. Although Yemen ratified
the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against
Women in 1984, without any
substantive reservations, it still has far
to go to achieve full equality between
the sexes.

Sameer Al-Abdali, from Erdat
Shaab Organization for Democracy
Development and National Issues
Support, a local non-governmental
organization focusing on democracy
and human rights awareness, had his
speech read out for him by a woman in
a show of support. Al-Abdali called for
the leveling of the political playing
field while citing the fact that 250,000
women leave their homes each
morning to work side by side with

men. “It is time to take them to
Parliament,” he said. “The 21st
century is the century for the

contribution of women,” he added.

Fatima Ogba from the NDI
condemned organizations that were
not present at the meeting to fight for
women’s rights. She went on to call for
constitutional reforms to pave the way
for the 45 seats allocated for women in
Parliament to become a reality. She
also said the filling of the quota is a
long-term goal; the short-term goal is
the participation of at least more than
one woman.

Participants at the meeting had also
suggested that Yemen form a political
party for women to help increase
women's access to decision-making
positions. This would not be the first
gender-based political party; India has
a women’s political party that
launched in October 2007, the first of
its kind in the world. Called the United
Women's Front, it is run exclusively by
women and focuses on women's
empowerment.

In June 2007, Australia launched its
first political party for women, What
Women Want (Australia), and it
currently has 780 members in the
country. The group is now a registered
political party with the Australian
Electoral Commission focusing
mainly on women’s issues.

However, the Yemeni constitution
states that political parties are not
allowed to be formed based on gender.
Mashhour said that establishing a
political party based on gender is "not
worth it" because to obtain
constitutional reform to form it would
take too long.

While citizens rush to markets to buy Ramadan supplies,

Ministry of Commerce warns that markets
are full of expired and rotten food

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori
For The Yemen Times

SANA’A, Aug. 31 — The Office of
Commerce and Industry (OCI) in
Sana'a stated last Thursday that 10 tons
of expired and rotten food items had
been seized in four stores in the
Shu'aub district, Sana'a.

The quantity is considered to be the
biggest since the beginning of the
campaign launched by the government
ten days ago. It was confiscated in
cooperation with security forces and
representatives for the prosecution
authority who attended the confiscation
process.

Among the confiscated items were
milk, soup, spaghetti and other food
including dates which are in high
demand during Ramadan. The OCI
accused Yemeni traders of importing
food items of poor quality from
European and Arab countries in order
to fill the market before Ramadan, and
of taking advantage of people's poor

financial circumstances by selling these
products on streets for low prices.

In a press release, the OCI revealed
that other stores in the Sanhan and
Hiziaz districts were caught with
numerous expired products including
tea powder, yoghurt, spaghetti and
other items. The quantity that was
seized in these districts is estimated at
around 2 tons. The OCI said that the
confiscation process came after wide
monitoring of these stores by the office.

Some of these food items were
leaked out into the markets, according
to Abdul Basit Al-Kumaim, head of the
OCI. He warned citizens about the
presence of rotten and expired items on
the market and advised them to check
food before buying it.

He pointed out that monitoring
committees will accelerate their efforts
to find the expired food that was bought
from these stores and taken to the local

markets.
The  General Authority for
Measurements, Specifications and

Quality Standards (GAMSQS) has
called on all citizens to check dates
before they buy them, confirming that a
big quantity of expired dates has
entered local markets.

Ahmed Ahmed Al-Basha, head of the
GAMSAQS, said that during the first day
of the campaign launched by the
authority, 112 sorts of expired food
were caught in Sana'a alone, pointing
out that the campaign will continue
until the 20th of September in the
different governorates.

He said also that, within only a week,
the authority caught 3.000 cartons of
expired mango juice, 668 cartons of
bottled water and 390 cartons of
Turkish  chocolate among other
products. He maintained that these
items were either expired or against the
national standards of quality.

Al-Basha further disclosed that the
campaign’s primary findings confirmed
that Yemeni traders do not observe
health regulations when importing food
items, notably during their storage.

Yemeni-American detainee Khalid
Al-Sherif held without charges by PSO

By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

SANA'A, September 1—The US
Embassy provided an American citi-
zen, Khalid Al-Sherif, 23, who is being
held by the Political Security
Organization (PSO), with a list of
Yemeni lawyers to defend him though
there are no charges against him.

Al-Sherif, who recently graduated
from a U.S. college in Atlanta,
Georgia, came to Yemen four months
ago to visit his mother in Sana'a.
According to a source close to Al-
Sherif, on June 16, he left his grand-
mother's home and headed for shop-
ping in nearby market, only to be
sounded by several armed men in civil-
ian clothing and was forced to enter
their car.

The National Security Bureau
(NSB) held him in secret for over 50
days. According to the source, know-
ing that the U.S. Embassy was search-
ing for him, the NSB decided to trans-
fer him to the PSO until August 11

Khalid Al-Sherif

when the U.S. Consul in Sana'a, Mr.
Terry West, met him at the PSO for the
first time.

According to a US Embassy
spokeperson, Al-Sherif, who is still in
PSO custody, "has yet to be charged
with a crime and the U.S. Embassy has
provided him with a list of Yemeni
lawyers."

At the time of Al-Sherif's kidnap-
ping, the NSB agents told him that they

believed he was sympathetic to the
rebels in northern Yemen and that he
met with their leader, a charge which
Al-Sherif said was unfounded and
baseless because he never left Sana'a
during his four-month long visit to
Yemen.

The U.S. Embassy in Sana'a filed a
diplomatic note to the Yemeni govern-
ment protesting the mistreatment of
American citizen Khalid Al-Sharif by
the NSB, according to the source close
to Al-Sherif.

The US Embassy is actively moni-
toring Al-Sherif's case and the US
Consul has visited him at the PSO
detention facility, said a U.S. Embassy
spokesperson. "We are in the process
of arranging another visit to Al-Sherif,"
the source added.

Al-Sherif comes from a Hashemite
family, and the Yemen Times previous-
ly heard claims during the last Sa'ada
war that Hashemites were targeted by
security authorities throughout the
country.
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Japan abolishes $ 16,8 mIn of Yemen's
debt

Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation Abdul Karim al-Arhabi and
Japanese ambassador to Yemen
Masakazu Toshikage signed Saturday
memos for abolishing $ 16,8 million of
Yemen's debt to Japan.

Speaking to Saba, al-Arhabi expressed
Yemeni government's appreciation to
Japan's initiative for abolishing part of
Yemen's debt to Japan, indicating that
this initiative reflects continuous
development Yemeni- Japanese
cooperation relations witness.

The initiative that comes in the
framework of supporting Yemen's
development is not the first of its kind.
Tokyo has previously abolished $38
million of Yemen's total debt for years
2003-2007.

Yemen’s vibrant cellular market will

reach 10.5 million subscribers by end

of 2012, a cellular penetration rate of
424%.

The entrance of a fourth cellular operator
in December 2007 has enhanced growth
and competition in the Yemeni cellular
market. A new report from Arab Advisors

Group fully analyzes the Yemeni
communications markets.
Yemen'’s Ministry of

Telecommunications and Information
Technology (MTIT) regulates the
country’s telecommunications market.
The ministry is in charge of collecting
operator's license fees. The Government
of Yemen also fully owns and directly
oversees the operations of the monopoly
fixed line operator, Public
Telecommunications Corporation (PTC),
and owns a controlling stake in the
CDMA cellular operator, Yemen Mobile,
through the PTC.

The Arab Advisors Group projects
Yemen'’s mainlines to reach 1.432 million
lines by end of 2012 with a penetration
rate of 5.76%. This corresponds to a
CAGR of 7.1% between 2008 and 2012.
This growth is expected to be mainly
through the PTC's efforts to provide fixed
line services in the rural areas of Yemen.

A new report, Yemen Communications
Projections Report was released to Arab
Advisors Group’s strategic research
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service subscribers on July 30, 2008. The
report -which has 61 pages and 51
detailed exhibits- fully analyzes the
communications markets in Yemen and
presents detailed profiles of all the major

operators including PTC  (Public
Telecommunications Company),
TeleYemen, Sabafon, MTN Yemen,

Yemen Mobile, and "Y".

The report also provides 5-years
historical and 5-years projections for
many telecom and demographic
indicators in the country.

This report can be purchased from the
Arab Advisors Group for only US$ 950.
Please contact the Arab Advisors Group
to get a copy of the report's Table of
Contents.

“The Arab Advisors Group projects
Yemen’s cellular lines to continue its
healthy growth. With the entry of the
fourth cellular operator in Yemen, the
Arab Advisors Group projects Yemen'’s
cellular market to grow at a CAGR of
15.7% from 2008 to 2012, reaching
10.537 million subscribers (a cellular
penetration rate of 42.4%) up from 4.437
million by end of 2007.” Mr. Hussam
Barhoush, Arab Advisors senior research
analyst of Arab Advisors Group wrote in
the report.

The Arab Advisors Group’s team of
analysts in the region has produced close
to 1,250 reports on the Arab World’s
communications and media markets. The
reports can be purchased individually or
received through an annual subscription
to Arab Advisors Group’s
(www.arabadvisors.com) Strategic
Research Services (Media and Telecom).
To date, Arab Advisors Group has served
over 490 global and regional companies
by providing reliable research analysis
and forecasts of Arab communications
markets to these clients. Some of our
clients can be  viewed on
http://www.arabadvisors.com/clients.htm

UNHCR and Yemen Red Crescent
Society agreement

Signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding, MOU between the Office
of the United Nations High
commissioner for Refugees, (UNHCR)
and the Yemen Red Crescent Society,
(YRCS).

A memorandum of understanding,

drthieiz New's

(MoU) was signed today between the
Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR
and the Yemen Red Crescent Society,
YRCS.

The rationale of the MoU aims at
enhancing the effectiveness of the
humanitarian responses between the two
organizations for the protection of
refugees, asylum seekers and the Internal
Displaced Persons, (IDPs). The MoU
also stipulates areas of cooperation in
facilitating and expediting the agencies’
internal  process of formalizing
agreements for timely interventions for
the benefit of the above persons of
concern. It further seeks to build on the
recognized comparative advantages of
each organization and to establish
operational modalities of cooperation.

The WHO’s report on the “Social
Determinants of Health” is a
manifesto for mass unemployment

The World Health Organization’s claim
this week that “social injustice is killing
people on a grand scale” is misleading
and ignores the real determinants of
health, says the Campaign for Fighting
Diseases.

Moreover, the WHO report on the
“social determinants of health” promotes
policies that would stunt economic
growth and so confine the world’s
poorest to unhealthy living conditions
and the diseases of poverty.

The WHO report is based on the idea
that relative poverty — as opposed to
absolute poverty — is an important
determinant of health. This is based on
lead author Sir Michael Marmot’s
research that shows that people on the
bottom of the socio-economic hierarchy
suffer more stress and therefore more
disease than their wealthier counterparts.

The report therefore proposes a
plethora of worldwide government
interventions to promote ‘“‘equity” —
such as increases in tax, government
monopolisation of healthcare, state
control of urban development and
restrictions on the sale of food and
alcohol.

Such measures, along with the
restrictions on free trade advocated by
the WHO, would undermine economic
growth — perpetuating poverty in
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developing countries and reducing the
ability of people to afford lifesaving
essentials such as clean water and
electricity.

In “The Real Determinants of Health”,
the Campaign for Fighting Diseases
outlined the positive links between free
trade, development and health.

The report’s author Philip Stevens
commented: “Economic growth is
essential for tackling the biggest causes
of ill health in developing countries: dirty
water, a lack of clean fuel and
malnutrition. The WHO’s fixation with
inequality would undermine the fragile
process of economic growth and create
unemployment and economic stagnation.
In a time of global economic uncertainty,
their prescription for tackling health
inequality is  irresponsible  and
dangerous”.

A New Deloitte Corporate Finance
Joint Venture in the
Middle East

Deloitte today announces a joint
corporate finance venture between the
UK and Middle East firms and, as a first
step, is relocating six partners from the
UK and other member firms to the
region. The joint venture company,
Deloitte Corporate Finance Limited, is
registered and authorised by the Dubai
Financial Services Authority, and will
initially focus on offering M&A advisory
and support services, valuation, business
modelling, IPO advisory, forensic &
dispute services and, importantly, Islamic
finance advice in the GCC market.

John Connolly, Deloitte Global
Chairman and UK Firm Senior Partner
and Chief Executive, commented: “The
Middle East is a very important region,
with strong sustained economic growth
and immense investment firepower. By
joining forces with the Middle East firm,
we will have the scale and breadth of
financial skills to provide a full range of
M&A services to clients from within and
from outside the region."

Omar Fahoum, Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of Deloitte & Touche
Middle East, added: “We are delighted to
be embarking on this new venture. The
private equity industry in the Middle East
is expected to exceed $670bn in the next
ten years. Strong fundamentals, rapid
growth and greater availability of
funding means that deals are set to grow
in size from millions to billions. By
combining our expertise and talent we
will be able to ensure that we are at the
forefront of this market.

We look forward to welcoming the
incoming partners and working together
to set the standard for professional
services in the Middle East.

Chris Ward, global head of corporate
finance advisory at Deloitte, will lead this
business.

He commented: “We have ambitious
plans to grow the new business, both in
size and in the range of services offered.
We predict the M&A market in the
Middle East will grow at a staggering
rate in the next few years; we intend to be
at the vanguard of this development.”

Total launches new scholarship
program for Yemeni students

e KA T g & WV

Total E&P Yemen celebrated
yesterday, 30 August 2008, its
first-ever International
Scholarship Programme in
Yemen. Based on this
Programme, TOTAL is going
to sponsor ten scholarships:
six undergraduates, three
diplomas, and one master. Students are
scheduled to travel for study both in the
United Kingdom and France early
September 2008.

Mr. Martin Deffontaines, the General
Manager of Total E&P Yemen, stressed
in the speech he gave on this occasion on
the importance of this programme and
the benefit it will have on not only the oil
and gas industry in Yemen but also at the
socio-economical level.

Total E&P Yemen culminated its cele-
bration by signing two Memorandums of
Understandings with the Universities of
Sana’a and Hadhramout. The two mem-
orandums will allow for broadened sci-
entific and academic cooperation with
these two leading universities. Based on
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these memorandums, TOTAL
will send its experts via its non-
profit TOTAL Professeurs
Associés (TPA) to universities
in Yemen in order to transfer
TOTAL know-how and expert-
ise to Yemeni students.

Mr. Deffontaines added that,
“in order for TOTAL to be more wel-
comed by the Yemeni society and in
order for TOTAL to be part of life in
Yemen in the long term, we should act as
good corporate citizens and help effec-
tively in the educational development in
Yemen.”

About Total E&P Yemen

Total E&P Yemen is the operator of
Block 10, east of Shabwa and holds sev-
eral other participations in oil explo-
ration and production blocks. TOTAL is
the major foreign investor in Yemen.
Since 1997, the company has been pro-
ducing from Block 10 and has celebrat-
ed early this year the production of 100
million barrels.

LYy ddedadl o glall dasler

J syl g uL::....J\
2009-2008 ! plal

<L oA

(02-233360) (01- 412442 [3) - s ladea ; st 1 S yadl
(02-232088) (01- 412441) <5 777809088 Ll
info@applied-asu.com il &
WWWw.applied-asu.com ;dadad s

:)Luii:wbu

(Sl JSTJ'JSJ_),\Q.JE&JL&Z) el clelial) 45,4
. alaal) — ) Mi'azg ) &A.A:n_.l
14l Glaadnl) L8 d4adudh g a8 Lgaal

b ) il (g3 ) 913

A )] Asdigl) ) 511

slaaiSll agle (g9 oIS Il Ailoastl) dutigh) (uga s SIS
sLasSl) agle agli P AL 108 dciain a gl

Lo \iaall i g ) Auatih g gl

) 3raal)

Albial B culs il o ekl Gudlia ol

L g ABDE ey Lay OGS J

) 31 Sl Lag A gl BLBLS.
AT il MR g Cals gall At Alie
CSla) ga Jas

(DR aUaT) AS ) agead llad alas
slgia ASDIgTa) 3) gal) Gl:ﬁ‘gé:\,\aﬂa.“ lS ity i gas) Juala A8 43S g 4 AS &
SO ol aa AT e udy S sralid calS ¢ G glol < aly <2l (Sl

Ji,__,_g;.s.xgl.\;.JgnL,Jj@\n;s\:.ﬁ“degasjan?M1gé‘f£:ﬁJbJ}:m‘g.\pL_gt..h:‘sc,..,g_,lp
Sl ASA LB AaE 61 SH aa A U Cre alil Y 4 DA oL usSLEY
]

recruiting@apexconsulting-me.com: 55 58N a2l o) +967-1-431 701:-sd

ASilSia duudid a gl

Glajal) saa) e Slala aaiiall G o &

o3 B sSiall

o ralaldh g 4y Salady) ARty PLAJY'I <
Lo gt S e J85 Y Adlas Bl daual e O &
waadll g duaddll cMlBall g col JLSAY Jlbal &

il




4 4 September, 2008

Advertisement

LIMITED REGISTRATION NOW IN ...

\TURKISH INTERNATIONAL

_ %,, - SCHOOLS /
XA YOUR SOLE HOME OF EDUCATION D s

TAIZBRANCH  ApEN BRANCH
TELFAX: 04205593  TEL: 02 230 750

04 272 085 FAX: 02 230 751
.tlsta.com www.tisaden.com

-4 JUNIOR SECTION
TEL: 01 442 767
SENIOR SECTION FAX: 01 448 238
TEL: 01 447 544  www.tisjunior.com
FAX: 01 447 545 ;
www.tissenior.com

- Mathematics.

- Biology.

- Computer.
- Mul’;j_,__edla rooms. @87

’ Intema_mnal trips

_=DES

= A A G —
LXFPRESS

WE MOVE THE WORLD

IMPORT EXPRESS
SERVICE

AIR EXPRESS
SERVICE

HEAVEY WEIGHT
SERVICE

DOMESTIC SERVICE

POINT OF SALE
SERVICE (IBY)

OCcCcASIONS
SERVICE

ROAD EXPRESS
SERVICE

DHL YEMEN
MORE CHOICE, MORE CONTROL

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.DHL.COM
OR CALL 0O1/450544

OPEN NOW

Yemenia - Yemen Airways

New Main Sales Office in Sana’a
For Passenger and Cargo Sales
and Reservation / Bookings.
This Office will also
House VIP City Terminal,
Arabia Felix (FFP) and
Yemenia Holidays Services.

. |Location: Sixty Street (South)

Yemenia Tel. +967 1 45 45 45 - Sana’a

InTernATIoNAL BanK oF YEmEy

Lnlgalicioul el

DEAR CLIENTS

Ramadan Mubarak

IT IS OUR PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE
RAMADAN'S WORKING HOURS
AS FOLLOWS:-

Morning
From 1 Oam To 3pm

Evening

From 9pm To 1 am (after midnight)




Report

4 September, 2008 5

Relief center helps female ex-prisoners

The Social Care House in Aden has been helping rehabilitate
young girls after prison since 2005. Officially known as the
Relief Center for Female Ex-Prisoners and Victims of Violence,
the shelter is considered to be the first refuge of its kind in the

Middle East.

By: Wojoud Hasan Mejalli
For The Yemen Times
asked in a

D low  voice.

"Promise me you will look after them.
Don't lose them as my older sisters did
me."

This is how 16 year-old Salwa*, one
of the nine girls currently living at the
Social Care House, began her story.

"My father pushed me out onto the
streets to beg, though we have many
properties as well as a house. My
father doesn't want to work, all he
wants is easy money given to him from
me and my other siblings,” she said.

Salwa was living in Sana’a while
she was begging, but she was seized by
security in Aden and charged with

o you have
any younger
sisters?” she

prostitution.

“I met some bad girls and ran away
with them to Aden. Escaping from the
house and life I was living, I didn't
realize that I was running towards a
worse fate. The girls led me down a
terrible path that I don't want to talk
about. I was told that I had to pay for
staying in their apartment, and that I
would have to work for it,” she
recalled.

The police caught Salwa among
others. After having served her
sentence at Aden jail, she tried to
return home but was rejected by her
father.

“He simply said that if I came back,
he would kill me. According to him, I
didn’t have a birth certificate so I
didn't exist, and no one could accuse
him of anything.

“Since then I have lived here at the
shelter, and received a lot of
psychological, as well as social care,”

ex-female inmates undergo rejection of their families and society

she concluded.

According to Afra'a Hariri, head of
the Social Care House, the wide range
of medical, psychological and
educational needs of female prisoners
and their children are not met in
prison, and most of these women leave
prison without any skills or the
capacity to survive in mainstream
society. The Social Care House
provides a home for the girls after
being ostracized from society.

"Girls and young women who run
away from domestic violence, abuse or
child marriages can neither find an
institution for help and advice, nor a
job to earn their living legally," Hariri
said.

The relief centre offers legal,
psychological and medical support to
the girls in the shelter. It provides legal
aid and assistance in court dealings,
literacy classes and handicraft courses.
It also works to help in the re-
socialization of released female
prisoners by finding them a decent job
to ensure them a better future, as well
as helps raise awareness for victims of
violence in the community.

"Most of the cases are stealing as
well as prostitution and it is hard for
anyone to stand up for these girls in

such cases to try to help them. It is
something to be ashamed of in our
society," Arhab Khamis, lawyer of the
shelter, said.

Khamis described the reasons why
most girls are living in the house:
"Many girls are simply ostracized from
the community. It becomes hard for
them to interact with other members of
society after they have been in jail or
faced violence in their family. They
lose their confidence and some of them
may actually begin to hurt others. The
shelter looks after those girls and tries
to rehabilitate them so that they can
easily re-enter society and be able to
earn a living.”

The Social Care House, which was
established in 2005, has witnessed its
share of tragedy, but there are also
some happy stories. “One of the girls is
married now and it was amazing
looking at her father accepting her all
over again when he came to approve
the marriage,” said Khamis. 43 women
and girls have been supported by the
Social Care House from the time of its
establishment. At the moment there are
nine girls and one child living in the
house. Three of those nine girls are
going to school.

"I started working in the shelter as a
volunteer and simply decided to help
these girls. There surely should be
closer cooperation between the
government and the civil community
on this issue but, despite several
attempts to establish a bridge between
the two sides, there still isn’t one. Such
a goal won’t be achieved unless we
cooperate more," Khamis finally

added.
Amal*, now in her last month of
pregnancy after her marriage,

explained: "I really felt like a human
being and a lady. Getting married as a
true woman with all my marriage
expenses was really amazing and made
me simply feel alive again. I'm glad |
am treated as a normal woman and not
as a stranger anymore after my father’s
denial of me for almost seven years."

"In order to be reintegrated into their
families and society, they have to have
access to medical care and
psychological support, upgrade their
professional skills and get help in
finding suitable jobs and this is what
the shelter is trying to fully provide,"
Hariri said.

"Three girls are now in school
studying. After taking part in the
literacy classes at the shelter, they
were able to join governorate schools.
I feel glad these girls have become

There are Literacy classes, a library and handicraft courses to help in
the re-socialization of released female prisoners

more aware of their rights. For
example, one of the girls is starting to
debate legal issues with me. She keeps
arguing about human rights and what
she is entitled to do or not. Some of the
girls are actually trying to impose their
rights on me in the house," she finally
added.

The Relief Center for Female Ex-
Prisoners and Victims of Violence or
Social Care House is a part of the Arab
Foundation for Supporting Women and
Juveniles (AFSWI). The center enjoys
support from the Ministry of Human
Rights, and will continue to receive
core funding from the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ) through the
German Technical Cooperation (GTZ)
until June 2009.

The first of its kind in the Middle
East, the Social Care House
approaches female prisoners at Al-
Mansura Prison in Aden and other
female  prisoners from  other
governorates upon request. It aims to
help released female prisoners, victims
of violence and especially victims of
child marriage, as well as and female
refugees.

"The BMZ received a proposal for
the project from the AFSWJ and the
proposal was approved. The Social
Care House is supported by the GTZ
on behalf of the BMZ,” said Heba
Ahmed, an intern for the GTZ Equal
Chances for Women program.

She went on to say that Germany
and Yemen are striving to implement
gender equality and especially give
equal chances to women, one of the

Millennium  Development  Goals
(MDG), and are supporting the Social
Care House as part of this effort.

Ahmed described the project as a
pilot project in Yemen and in the Arab
world. Despite fear of the project being
rejected by Yemeni society, the Social
Care House has received great support,
with many people volunteering to help.

"The funding will come to an end
next year in June. We hope that the
project finds other supporting donors
and gets more support from Yemeni
institutions and persons," she finally
added.

Noura Al-Qa'tabi, head of the Court
of Appeal in Aden, said, "Such a
shelter house in Yemen is really
something beneficial, helpful and
educational for girls and young women
who run away from domestic violence
and child marriages as well as female
ex-prisoners. Their rehabilitation is
obviously helping society and the
government is planning to build a
bridge with the shelter as soon as
possible."

"There is no specific cooperation
between us and the shelter now
because most females facing problems
are not from the Aden governorate.
Most of them actually come from the
northern governorates.

Those who are released from prison
in Aden don't face such serious
problems as others because their
families accept them without any
trouble,” Al-Q'atabi said.

Names have been changed to protect
the identity of the girls interviewed.

By: Hafsa al-Tayyib
& Nisreen Shadad
For The Yemen Times

rphans yearn to be inte-
grated into their com-
munity, to study at uni-
versity, to have enough
food and clothes.
Under the slogan, “Take My Hand to
Live Together,” the Cultural and Social
Union for Youth and Life Makers
Meeting Place launched a program on
August 18th to make these dreams
come true for the children of Al-Aitam
government-run orphanage.

The program was run under the aus-
pices of the Minister of Youth and
Sports, Hamoud Abbad.

“This program targets 60 students
who graduated from al-Aitam orphan-
age's school. It aims to qualify them in
computers, English language and
mobile conservation,” said Akram Al-
Kumaim, the Project Manager at Life
Makers Meeting Place. Al-Kumaim
added that it will help youths become
independent and face obstacles they
might have while trying to find jobs,
even if they don’t enter the university
and complete their studies.

"To integrate the [orphan] students
into the community, we send them to
institutes to study with other students
or we bring students who are not
orphans to the orphanage to study with

"Take my hand to live together"
Orphanage wants to improve children's

them," said Mirzah Sha'ab, the Manger

of the Study and Research Department
at Al-Aitam.

Al-Aitam tries to help orphans while
struggling with internal problems

However, Al-Aitam still faces obsta-
cles to helping their charges. “The
number of the activities has decreased.
There were about six activities: memo-
rizing the Quran, sports, acting, music,
art and calligraphy," Sha'ab said. "Now
they are only two: sports and Quranic

memorization.”

The orphanage suffers from a lack of
the staff as well as a lack of funding.
“[We have] only three psychological
specialists in an orphanage with 1,474
students. The orphanage needs 19 spe-
cialists at least to look after the
orphans,” said Sha'ab.

“The support we receive is for their
clothing and nutrition—and it is not
enough. Children receive three [items
of] clothes a year and three meals
daily," said Sha'ab. “The menu is as the

same at the orphanage age; there is no
change,” he added.

Are Al-Aitam's students really ready
for "the real world"?

“I lived and studied in Al-Aitam from
my childhood until now. When enter-
ing the university, I was shocked by
reality,” said Salah Al-Udaini. Al-
Udaini said it was as if he lived apart
from society for all those years. He
said he realized he had been deprived
of the community that he suddenly
found himself surrounded by, and
which he knew nothing about.

According to Al-Udaini, the main
problems for those who leave the
orphanage to attend university are res-
idence and nutrition. “There are many
students who left university due to
these two obstacles,” he said.

“I don’t have money to buy the
books and the handouts, but because of
cooperation with students this problem
was solved for me,” Al-Udaini added.
Students from level two give their
handouts to students in level one and
so on, he explained, adding that some-
times, students collect money to buy
handouts and distribute them among
the others.

Mohammad Al- Nabary, a former
resident and student at Al-Aitam
orphanage said that orphans can study
in the university for free, but still have
the problems of where to live and how

to obtain food and books. Al-Nabary
concurred with Al-Udaini that these
are the main reasons Al-Aitam's gradu-
ates drop out from university.

The orphans’ problems aren't always
relegated to integration in the commu-
nity. Orphans also have psychological
problems they suffer from that can
sometimes make them more violent,
according to Sha'ab.

"Regular meetings are very impor-
tant for some children whose problems
are severe and may lead them to com-
mit crimes," said Sha'ab. "There are
domestic edifications [therapy ses-
sions] held individually and in groups.
We as well contact their families to dis-
cuss their problems and try to interact
together to solve them," Sha'ab added.

Another way was to bring the
orphans together was to show them
educational videos and CDs to make
them aware of how to deal with their
problems; to show them they are not
the only ones who have difficulties in
their lives, Sha'ab continued. The
orphans are divided into families; each
family consists of a father (a psycholo-
gist acting as a supervisor) and kids
(around 100 orphans) and there is a
dining hall for all of the orphans.

Some of the orphans have the feel-
ing of inferiority. “When I see children
that have fathers to defend them and
look after them, I feel I am less than
they are," said Al- Nabary. Mohammed

futures

Al-Thafer, a student in class 10 at Al-
Aitam, said he has this feeling when he
faces obstacles, but the feeling
decreases when getting the same
opportunities that the other children
get.

Being an orphan expresses the depri-
vation of everything in this life, said
Al-Udaini, who is now studying in
level two at a university in Sana'a.

Hope is still exists at the orphanage
But what makes them proud of being
orphan is that they share an affinity
with Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) who
lost both of his parents by age six.
“Why I should feel down while the
Prophet was an orphan?” wondered
Wadhah Mohammad Hamood, an Al-
Aitam student in grade eight. Hamood
has lived in the orphanage for seven
years and he said he looks forward to
completing his studies in order to find
a good job in the future.

Hamood is not the only one who
sees the positive side at Al-Aitam. The
orphanage is now working on a com-
puterized program to help people
access information related to the social
status, physical and psychological
health of the orphan, as well as a net-
work to monitor changes through
monthly assessments of each orphan.
This project is financed by the Social
Fund for Development, a Yemen-based
charity.
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Yemen's ignored issues should
have place in Arab media

By: Fahmi Haweidi

one of
Yemen's tribal
leaders  visited
me and said that
he decided to
reside in Cairo having realized that
his life in Sana'a is threatened, I
thought that he was exaggerating in
his conversation with me. Having
asked him  whether he has
connections with Houthis, currently
involved in bloody confrontations
with government troops in the
northern Yemeni province of Sa'ada,
the tribal leader replied, "I was a
member of a mediation team,
mandated to conciliate between the
authority and Houthi supporters."

According to the tribal leader, he
has no connections with Houthis, but
opposes the government's policy
toward Houthis, particularly as it
insistently uses various kinds of
heavy weapons to repress and crack
down on Houthi loyalists.

I then narrated the story to one of
Yemen's educated dignitaries when I
recently met him in Dubai. "This is an
exceptional case but more likely to
happen since the atmosphere in
Sana'a is full of such threats and
concerns because the security
authorities don't observe the effective
relevant laws while intervening in
any community issues," the man
reacted.

He went on to say that Yemen's

hen

security authorities don't hesitate to
practice all the forms of violence,
torture and liquidation against
citizens the police are supposed to
protect from any potential risks.
Security agents in Yemen violate
press freedom, fabricate charges
against journalists and force them to
pay illegal fines.

The Yemeni citizen further told me
that Yemen is suffering the mother of
all crises in the Arab countries where
power is exclusively controlled by
certain parties that only care about
edging out the role of other social
constituents. This is why the human
situation in Yemen continues to
worsen.

Due to its strategic location, Yemen
is distinguished from other Arab
states by being easy for its rulers to
practice blackout of information
about what happens in the ground.
And, as information blackout
continued for up to 30 years, the
accumulated outcome has become
troublesome, warning of unknown
bad developments and calamities.

I viewed a festival organized in the
Yemeni capital city of Sana'a on the
so-called 'Democracy Day' that
coincides with April 27 every year
and learned that the event was held as
a reaction to growing pressure
practiced by Yemeni opposition in the
form of demonstrations and sit-ins
over the recent time period. Under no
circumstance were the events of
Democracy Day cheerful.

In addition to heightened security

in the capital city, the northern
province of Sa'ada witnessed a new
round of bloody clashes between
Houthi followers and government
troops while public rage and
congestions escalated in South
Yemen. Having observed locations of
tension in the nation's map, I
discovered that consequences of
tension swept the country from north
to south and east to west.

Having advanced in my search and
investigation, I learned that Yemen,
which we read and hear about in the
various printed, auditory and visible
media outlets, is different from its
image in the internet websites. I
expect that other stories and facts
controlled by blackout are many
times more than what is announced
and heard.

On one of Yemen's websites I
usually visit, I found a story which
was never seen in the Arab press. The
story unveiled the trial of Fahd Al-
Qarni, a popular artist, who was
abducted in Taiz city and
subsequently accused of fueling
sectarian and regional violence, and
social fragmentation.

Although I did not hear about Fahd
Al-Qarni, I found that trying a well-
known artist in any community for his
words that irritated the government is
clear evidence that the authority lost
control of its nerves. I also learned
that Yemen's security authorities have
entered the phase of cracking down
on critics and opponents, thereby
staining image of the government and

harming its record.

I am shocked at how much news,
information and criticism highlighted
the dire situation of South Yemen,
which merged with the north in 1990.
Undoubtedly, North Yemen's
problems have their place in the Arab
media, particularly since the fighting
between the army and Houthis first
broke out in June 2004.

There are two factors for the
fighting between the army and
Houthis having place in the Arab
media, the first of which is that the
armed clashes left large numbers of
citizens and soldiers killed or injured.
In the fighting, the government used
its fighter jets and rockets that left
hundreds of homes in Sa'ada
wreckage. The second factor is that
the clashes went beyond the Yemeni
border, thus becoming a regional
issue following the mediation efforts
expended by the Qatari government
to conciliate between both conflicting
sides.

The issue of South Yemen, on the
other hand, is still being treated at the
local level. Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP) attempts to contain the
problem via continuous pressure on
the authority to suggest workable
solutions to the problem. Seemingly,
JMP's efforts have not reached
practical results to end notable rage in
South Yemen. Such an issue may
have a place in the Arab media only if
it goes beyond the Yemeni border.

Source: Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Daily

Culture: an element being
absent from summer centers

By: Dr. Adel Al-Shujaa

he state shows high
interest in the youth.
Preparing and

rehabilitating youths, as

well as activating their
participation in the national work and
strengthening their mental, physical
and spiritual capacities is thought of
as the most important issues of
development and progress in Yemen.

Serious efforts are expended in this
regard with the aim of helping
generations cope with demands of the
contemporary time, of which
technological achievements mostly
depend on the mental resources, and
the active minds that are more able to
enrich the field of creativity with their
inventions and meet challenges of the
future.

The primary goal of "Summer
Centers" is to invest energies of the
youth, help them benefit from their
leisure time, direct their capacities
toward addressing the national issues,
discover the talented members in
society, review marvelous sites of the
nation, and develop  strong
relationship among youths and ensure
continuity of this relationship.

President's platform cares for the
youth

President Saleh's platform paid special
attention to the youth group. In more
than one occasion, Saleh demanded
that universities, ministries of
education and higher education &
scientific research to review their
curricula  with the intention of
strengthening national allegiance
among the youth and producing
skilled graduates from the various

educational institutions.

Here, we intend to draw the
attention of the ministries of youth &
sports, education and endowment &
religious guidance to notable
weaknesses and limitations within the
summer centers, which were
established without specific
objectives. Those in charge of running
these centers intended to bring
students back to schools to exercise
undirected activities only, and nothing
more.

In fact, the sought-after objective of
these centers is educating the youth,
increasing their awareness about the
comprehensive concept of peace,
strengthening the peace values and
transforming them from theoretical or
moral concepts into behavioral
practices.

Subjects to be covered by summer
centers
We expect these centers to cover
subjects like 'peace, forgiveness,
respect for the environment and
keeping it clean, individual and
collective accountability, means of
communication and dialogue,
personal freedom, respecting others,
building safe society, effective
participation in the everyday activities
and loyalty with one's homeland.
Culture, as the element being absent
from these centers, is a vital
instrument for bringing individuals
together for peace as a common value
to enhance security, stability and
development, build youth's capacities
and encourage them to participate in
social activities, as well as transfer
others' experiences to them and
provide them with the necessary tools
required by their dialogues to effective

and fruitful.

We still need the government and
society to encourage the youth, as well
as motivate them to change their
negative practices and acquire the
kind of positive behavior that helps
them be creative and expand the scope
of their options in life. The primary
objective is investing the available
communication among youths from
both genders in the summer centers.

We know that Yemen's young
population is targeted by multiple
direct and indirect means, and that
there are various attempts to fragment
Yemen's social fabric through
persuading youths to stay idle and do
nothing for the development of their
nation.

YR 1 billion is the approved budget
for summer centers. Having being
used wisely, this money would be
enough to fund the establishment of
permanent centers for youth in the
various zones and parts of the nation.
This money is also enough to make
such centers more productive, thereby
offering multiple cultural and social
services, playing an effective role in
developing concepts and encouraging
families to send their children to these
centers.

Having been established, these
permanent centers would provide a
training package fitting abilities of the
different age groups. Through these
centers, the relevant authorities in the
government may issue a 'civic
education manual' to help the youth
learn about the values of citizenship,
equality and democracy.

How the output would like if such
centers were established with the aim
of eradicating illiteracy of the adult
population and putting a stop to the

phenomenon of school dropouts.

I needn't prove that such centers
don't play their role as required
because they were supposed to be an
open workshop via which the
institutions involved may develop
training programs, foster voluntary
work and engage youths in the various
spheres of development.

The current summer centers in
Yemen lack sporting, artistic, poetic
and technological contests, which are
indispensable for encouraging youth
to be creative and express their
viewpoints and understanding of
peace values.

Source: Al-Thawra State-run Daily

Ramadhan and Taxes

ook Mom, you are not
" going to stay up all
night just praying and
reciting the Qur'an, are
you?" asked Nasr

hoping that he could get his mother to give
some consideration as to how to fill her son's
tummy when the sunset cannon booms. This
is the first year that it has become obligatory
for him to fast the whole month.

His brother Abdu could not let go of the
opportunity: "Yeah, Mom. You ought to be
checking out your recipe book to see what can
fill up our brother's ballooning stomach after
having spent 14 hours or so trying to figure out how he is going to break the fast!
Really now Nasr, get a hold of yourself, Mom is not forgetting that her primary
God ordained duty is to keep our tummies full, especially in Ramadhan".

Nasr wasn't at all pleased with the first part of his brother's remark and was
ready to accept the second: "Abdu, you know how hard it is for me not to stop
filling up my tummy as the day goes on. Now, a couple of hours a day are all
right, but 12 to 14 hours a day, that is really taxing."

His father was aroused by the word with the T A X in it: "It is not more taxing
than the taxes the Government has come to impose upon us left and right. If you
had to pay just half the taxes I pay, you would probably call the Security Council
to an extraordinary session to see how the world governments could bail us out
of the monster that our government has come to be in taxes."

The mother never liked her men to get carried away about complaining about
the Government/: "Now, Gents, how many times must I tell you stop blabbing
away at the Government anytime you guys feel like it. Can you tell me which
Government has managed to live without taxes? Even our oil rich neighbors to
the North impose some taxes, when everyone knows that they do not need such
things"

Abdu again wanted to get a chance at his mother this time: "Mom, you do not
think anyone of us here is an informer do you, going out of your way to defend
our helpless Government. In any case, I do not mind paying taxes, as long as I
can see where the taxes are going."

Nasr also saw a good opportunity to get a punch in at the Government: "If
you want to see where your taxes are going just take a stroll along the
"diplomatic" quarter of Sana'a, where all the plush palaces of our government
officials are now bringing in the US $ rentals to our already over bloated
officials. Have you ever seen such extravagance: green stones mixed with red
and fine glass stained arches hanging above Swedish mahogany carpented
windows? Now how can you claim that you do not see where your dad's taxes
are going?"

The mother's protective instinct again came forward: "Now that is touching
the Government where it really hurts and where it will send any of you to jail if
not all of you."

Now the boys were showing their unhappiness at their mother's chicken
streak. Both said at the same time: "Mom, would you stop this cowardice!"

The father again spoke: "Now you guys, I will not tolerate you speaking to
your mother like that. She is only doing what her instinct as a mother tells her
to do. She is only safeguarding her children's teeth, lest some of the thugs of the
security organs decide to knock a couple of the teeth out in some obscure corner
of the outskirts of the city! Can you imagine Nasr here trying to make up for lost
time after the Muezzin has made the call to the Sunset Prayer with half his teeth
gone?"

The mother showed another side of her instinct: "Now you guys should stop
making fun of Nasr, just because he likes to eat his mother's cooking."

"Come on mom", Abdu cut in, continuing, "Nasr wouldn't stop munching
even if all that he could find was hay. Did you not see how he filled his belly up
just before sunup? I almost thought that his stomach was going to blow up from
the overload it was carrying after that meal."

The father again came up with a remark: "I am taxed heavily thrice: once by
the cut throat government that will soon tax us for the air we breathe, which is
polluted anyway by the public enterprises it owns and the petrol (not well
refined) it sells to us; by the sleazy merchants who have never heard of any
profits less than 200% and by Nasr here, who insist that half of the grocery is
rightfully his and now does not even want his mother to take time out for prayer."

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more
than 20 years.
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Lebanese defense policy vague, but unity guaranteed

he long impasse that prevented seating a Lebanese government
was broken only when Hizbullah and other opposition parties
were given veto power of decisions of the new government.

Controversy

increased when the government's

policy

statement included a clause that in effect allows Hizbullah to
pursue armed confrontation with Israel. This article examines whether that
same clause places Lebanon in direct conflict with United Nations Security
Council Resolutions 1559 and 1701, both of which require disarming all non-
government forces - and therefore the international community.

By: Charles Chuman
The Media Line

The Lebanese cabinet recently formed
under Prime Minister Fuad Siniora
released its governing policy statement
on August 12. The statement was issued
after days of committee dialogue and
stormy parliamentary debate.

Despite gaping legal loopholes and
text some consider contradictory, the
statement seems to have placated all
Lebanese parties and sets a tone of con-
ciliation for the new government prior
to parliamentary elections in 2009.

However, the statement potentially
places the new government on unstable
ground with Israel, the United Nations
and the international community by
virtue of a clause that seemingly over-
looks key objectives of Security
Council Resolutions 1559 and 1701.
The former called for the disarmament
of all militias in Lebanon, while the lat-
ter ended the 2006 war between
Hizbullah and Israel.

The main problem with the policy
statement is defining “resistance”
against Israel, and who has the right to
defend Lebanon. Article 7, paragraph
one allows the Lebanese state resist-
ance, and the people the right to defend
the country.

In addition to the international con-
siderations, the policy statement's word-
ing has triggered domestic dissention.

Human rights advocate Wa’il Kheir
argues that, “This is a contradiction.
Lebanon is a democracy. The Lebanese
people elect representatives who act
within the Constitution as the state. The
resistance is not defined.”

One American University of Beirut
student points out the absurdity of the
law, jesting, “If any Lebanese citizen
can legally go to war with Israel, can we
also legally arrest other Lebanese acting
as policemen? I want to arrest all of the
politicians for corruption.”

What is most worrying is that the pol-
icy statement could be construed as a
violation of U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1701 and 1559.

According to Lebanese Renaissance
Foundation analyst Elie Fawaz, “The
policy statement is an agreement here,
but is not clear to those abroad. This is
important. The Lebanese government is

now in contradiction of both 1701 and
1559. Israel is ready, but there won’t be
war. You have 1701, 1559, UNIFIL and
Israel standing alert. Lebanon and Israel
both have elections coming up and
Hizbullah understands that if there is a
war, it will destroy all of Lebanon.”

“There is room to make that accusa-
tion [that the policy statement is a viola-
tion of 1701], but I don’t see any player
other than Israel that would be willing to
make that accusation. I think Hizbullah
recognizes that there is 1701, and that
Hizbullah must be more respectful or
more acknowledging of 1701, argues
Paul Salem, director of the Carnegie
Middle East Center.

Some leaders see the policy statement
positively. The vague language of the
document can be interpreted in many
ways, and thus means that the party to
properly define the statement can inter-
pret its meaning for itself.

The vociferous debate in the
Lebanese parliament over approval of
the policy statement indicates that,
despite the vague language in the state-
ment, the Lebanese government is not in
violation of 1701.

The argument holds that domestic
and international courts generally inter-
pret vague laws by trying to understand
the spirit of the law, which is often elu-
cidated or defined during parliamentary
debate.

That spirit, they say, is supported by
the many pro-Western Lebanese leaders
who registered their reservations about
the policy statement and verbally bat-
tled with Hizbullah parliamentarians
during the debate.

The Christian Kataeb Party vice pres-
ident Salim al-Sayegh contends that,
“The debate that occurred in the
Lebanese parliament [regarding the
resistance] is progress from the previous
ministerial declaration of 2005 when
that right [to resistance] was expressed
in absolute terms.

“In the press we have intensively
been stating our explanation of the [pol-
icy statement] text. All of this is a kind
of security and safety net. If one day
Hizbullah decides to say they have the
‘right to defend,’ then we can say half of
Lebanon said, ‘No!””

As written the policy statement’s
clauses on defense remain vague and

indefinable, and thus prevent either the
pro-Western March 14 Coalition or
Hizbullah and its allies from defining
Lebanese defense policy. In effect, a
stalemate has been reached.

A top priority now for both factions is
to define the relationship between the
Lebanese state and the “resistance,” a
term Hizbullah appropriated to define
itself, but which has historically been
used by many groups fighting Israel.

Sunni March 14 parliamentarians
argue that Hizbullah does not have the
right to monopolize the resistance, an
exclusive privilege given to them by the
Syrian regime when it controlled
Lebanon.

Hizbullah explicitly states it will not
give up its weapons. However, March
14 politicians argue that the Lebanese
state must have full control and sover-
eignty over the country.

Al-Sayegh says: “We are not against
Hizbullah. We want the Lebanese state,
the logic of statehood to face the logic
of anti-statehood; this means militias,
private security, so-called resistance.
We don’t [explicitly] name it, the resist-
ance, in our political discourse.”

However, given Hizbullah’s desire to
retain their weapons and statements say-
ing that any force interested in disarm-
ing them is against them, Al-Sayegh’s
statements are interpreted by Hizbullah
as explicitly hostile.

A March 14 fear is that Hizbullah
wants to position itself as a group simi-
lar to the Iranian Basij Resistance Force
— a group whose Kalashnikov-adorning
flag is strikingly similar to Hizbullah’s —
which is under the command of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC).

The Basij and IRGC fight on behalf
of the Iranian regime and for the
regime’s ideology, but have a unique
inter-relationship with the Iranian state.
The Iranian state under the president
and parliament does not control these
entities.

The Basij and IRGC work alongside
the state, and according to some March
14 analysts, this is what exists de facto
between the Lebanese state and
Hizbullah.

The Lebanese state does not espouse
the same ideology as Hizbullah, but it
cannot oppose the group, thus allowing
the semi-governmental Hizbullah to
operate in tandem with the sitting gov-
ernment.

Nadim Koteich, host of Future
Television’s political crossfire program
Beit el Yeik, argues: “Hizbullah is the
only successful export of the Iranian
revolution, but Hizbullah is not the
Iranian Basij. The Iranian government
and the Basij have the same objective
and ideology. This is not the case with
Hizbullah and the Lebanese govern-
ment. In Lebanon the state and

China's Post-Olympic

By: Orville Schell

Imost everyone in the

world who watched the

2008  Olympics in

Beijing was impressed

by China’s preparations,
the acumen of the Chinese in running
such a complex and challenging event,
and the rich harvest of medals — espe-
cially gold medal — that Chinese ath-
letes won.

It was abundantly evident in the run-
up to the Games how important it was
to Chinese everywhere to show them-
selves to advantage. One got a sense of
this when China’s reputation and the
Games’ status came under attack dur-
ing the Tibetan demonstrations and
protests against the Olympic torch as it
made its tortured progress around the
world.

But, when all was said and done,
through what turned out to be often
Draconian controls, China pulled off
quite a feat! Indeed, it is hard to imag-
ine that the British will care as much,
or go to such extremes, for the London
Olympics in 2012.

For many years, especially since the
Tiananmen Square massacre of 1989,
China has felt a deficit of global
respect. This feeling has deeply trou-
bled its leaders and filled its people
with a sense that, despite all their eco-
nomic progress, their proper place in
the world was not only eluding them,
but being denied to them by the endless
criticism of the so-called “developed
world.”

For the last two decades, Chinese
leaders have been diligently trying to
build a new edifice in order to gain
some of that missing respect. This

made a successful Olympic Games,
when all the world would be watching,
an urgent matter.

But, now that the Games have
ended, Chinese leaders cannot quite
say, “Mission accomplished.”

While China’s achievement is wor-
thy of genuine esteem, its efforts to
gain a full measure of international
respect and real “great power” status
will not succeed until it matches its
new economic and military power with
a certain essential moral force. That, in
turn, requires a society and a leadership
that seeks to be exemplary in all ways
that make human beings more human,
including respect for truthfulness,
openness, tolerance, and people’s right
to disagree with their government.

I fear that China’s leaders and people
will continue to feel a certain gnawing,
inchoate sense of deficiency and
incompleteness in their quest for glob-
al respect until they find the strength to
begin addressing the crucial, but elu-
sive, issue of making China an ethical,
as well as an economic and military,
power. For a country steeped in millen-
nia of Confucianism, the need for ethi-
cal leadership should be clear.

To fully address the question of the
moral and ethical base of a new form of
Chinese governance, China’s govern-
ment and its people must be able to
look back freely and come to terms
with their recent history: the Great
Leap Forward, the Cultural
Revolution, the events of 1989, Tibet,
and other sensitive issues. They must
also freely be able to discuss the future
and what kind of society they wish to
see rise from the ashes of Mao’s revo-
lution.

I make these somewhat critical

Challenge

observations about China not with any
sense of moral superiority or a wish to
relieve myself of the responsibility to
level the same critique at my own
country’s recent failures. As most of
the world knows, America’s quest to
maintain its claim to the title of “great-
ness,” has, of late, also been elusive.

Arriving from different staring
points, both the United States and
China now find themselves con-
fronting a similar challenge: restoring
global trust and respect. Their success
inevitably requires directly confronting
their evident moral failures.

If many of those same viewers who
have been impressed by China’s suc-
cesses in Beijing now also find them-
selves recoiling at the idea of a stronger
and more prideful China, that is under-
standable. For strength unalloyed by
checks and balances — and by a capac-
ity for self-critical reflection about the
rightness and wrongness of state action
— can be unnerving. Many Americans,
too, have recently had to learn this.

One hopes that China will derive a
new measure of respect and self-confi-
dence from these astounding Games.
But one also hopes that China’s suc-
cesses will enable its leaders to feel
strong enough to begin looking honest-
ly at China’s recent past in a more crit-
ical way. Such forthrightness is not
easy for any country. But, having com-
pleted such an important step forward,
China must now find new, more
humanistic ways to continue to re-
invent itself.

Orville Schell is the Director of the
Asia Society’s Center on US-China
Relations.

Source: Project Syndicate, 2008.

Hizbullah have opposing job descrip-
tions.”

Koteich contends that Hizbullah still
threatens other political faction and the
entire Lebanese state.

“The capital is still under occupation.
The moment they decide to repeat May
7, they can do it. The people are still
there. The buildings are filled with
weapons.”

Wael Kheir maintains  that,
“Ultimately, you have the mogawama
[resistance] blocking the cabinet.” He
notes increasing threats and censorship
of statements of which Hizbullah does
not approve.

“If parliamentarians cannot speak
freely, who can? It is pure intimidation.”

However, the very fact that Hizbullah
and the March 14 Coalition are govern-
ing together and managed to pass a con-
troversial, contested, yet accepted poli-
cy statement supports the argument that
Lebanese politicians have agreed to dis-
agree and will settle their ideological
battles in the election booth.

The Doha Accords, the composition
of the current cabinet, and the policy
statement all indicate that Lebanon is in
a transition period.

“All of this is in preparation for the
2009 parliamentary elections,” argues
Lebanese American University profes-
sor Imad Salamey.

The policy statement “brings
Lebanese factions back together after
what happened in May,” when
Hizbullah and its allies took over Beirut
and went to war in the Druze mountains
overlooking the capital, he says.

Salamey contends that there are cur-
rently “multiple guardianships over
Lebanon. The questions of peace or war
remain in the domain of undefined
groups.”

The policy statement does not bring
unity, but according to Salamey, “It’s
the best thing they could get so far.”

Despite all the pessimism about the
defense clauses of the policy statement,
the vast majority of the document offers
positive indicators.

The social and economic clauses of
the text adopt the positions of the previ-
ous, highly contested Siniora govern-
ment. From December 2006 until May
2008, the Hizbullah-led opposition
claimed they would overturn the poli-

cies of the previous government; this
and the instability it would have caused
have been avoided.

The policy statement acknowledges
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701,
approves of the U.N. Tribunal investi-
gating the assassination of former
Lebanese prime minister Rafiq Al-
Hariri, and approves of the economic
package agreed to in the Paris III
Accords.

According to Al-Sayegh, “In the past
the opposition has expressed its reserva-
tions of the spirit and the content of
these. They have accepted this, which is

progress for March 14.”

In the end, the policy statement says
little about how the Lebanese govern-
ment will actually govern.

“It’s long and involved and has a lot
of theater attached to it. Few policy
statements have had much of an impact,
per se. They are a good barometer, but
they do not have much of an impact,”
argues Carnegie’s Salem.

“It has no direct bearing on what’s
going to happen. [That] depends on the
dynamics between Hizbullah and other
factions, or Hizbullah’s dynamics
itself.”

Delegation in Sana’a:

- Yemeni National
- Age 35— 45 years

- Computer literate

work for a humanitarian organisation

Application process:

- A detailed C.V. in English
- One photograph

the application is 14. September 2008

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is a neutral and
independent humanitarian Organisation which works to protect and assist
victims of armed conflicts. Please visit www.icrc.org for more information.

The ICRC is looking for suitable candidates to fill the following vacancy at its

Communication Officer

Job descriptions: The person will be responsible to carry out various programmes
targeting government institutions, armed and security forces, civil society and others,
aimed at promoting the knowledge of international humanitarian law and of the ICRC
in Yemen. He / She will also be required to establish contacts with relevant
stakeholders and brief the Delegation about ongoing socio-political developments.

Qualifications, Experience and Skills required:

- Having Masters or equivalent degree in Law, International Relations, Journalisms,
Political Science or any Social Sciences discipline.

- Excellent command of English and Arabic languages, both written and spoken.

- Minimum 5 years of work experience with Government, NGOs, Teaching,
Research institution, Journalism or Advertising.

- Good knowledge of Yemen'’s political and socio-economic environment

- Good analytical skills, both oral and written
- Ability to travel within and outside Yemen
- Motivated and a self starter with keen sense of responsibility and motivation to

Interested candidates should send the following
- A letter of motivation in English

- Copy only of the highest academic degree obtained + Work certificates

Only short listed candidates will be contacted for a written examination, the successful
candidates of the written examination will be invited to an interview. Please send your
applications to ICRC, Administration, Baghdad Street, Street No 19 — PO.Box
2267, Sana’a, fax: 467 875, E-Mail: sanaa.san@icrc.org. The last date of receiving

Schlumberger

1. Petrophysicist

A Leading Multinational Oilfield Services Company has the following opening
for Yemen Nationals to join their work force in Yemen

Responsibilities includes but not limited to:
e Well log analysis, Petrophysical interpretations and related data management services
delivered in a professional and timely manner
*  Workflows development for petrophysical interpretation
e Interaction with customers about petrophysical concepts and interpretations
*  On-call technical operational support to drilling and completions operations
*  Primary petrophysical support to the Acquisition Group

Successful candidate should have the following Qualifications :
*  Good University Degree in petrophysics , geophysics, petroleum engineering, geology.
e 3 years work experience in relevant petrophysical groups in well data acquisition,
processing and interpretation
e Proficient use of interpretational applications created by the major service companies
* Good team player. Capable of working effectively in a multicultural environment
e Excellent command of English language.

Responsibilities Includes:

e User Support

environment.

2. Reservoir Engineer

e Reservoir Engineering Software Support
*  Working on Eclipse and Petrol-RE models

e Problem Solving of work Stimulation Workflows
e Perform training of Black Oil stimulation.

Successful Candidates should have the following qualifications:
e A good University Degree in Reservoir Engineering /Petroleum Engineering
*  Minimum 2 years Work Experience in the related subject.
* Good team player, capable of working effectively in a multicultural environment
e Excellent command of English language.

This is an excellent opportunity to join a dynamic organization with challenges and good work

Please fax your Resume attention to: The HR Manager
on Fax # 01-429037 or email to : Ye-Rec@sanaa.oilfield.slb.com
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By: Harun Yahya
www.harunyahya.com

How Islamic union will affect the economic development

ontemporary world
politics make it
necessary for nations to
integrate into
international unions in
the interest of their own national
security and economy. In these
international unions, which are usually
based upon geographic location, such
factors as natural resources, trading
blocs, and even cultural values play an
important role. Many neighboring
countries combine their resources under
the auspices of such organizations,
create defensive alliances, and
cooperate on a wide array of issues. The
goal of such unions is to preserve
peace, control the arms race, resolve
disputes through diplomacy, promote
socioeconomic  development, and
protect fundamental human rights and
democracy. At the present time, NATO,
the OSCE, the EU, NAFTA, OPEC,
ASEAN, the G-8, the D-8, and APEC
are the foremost international political,
military, and economic unions.

These institutions are subject to
organizational reforms because of new
members or a widening of scope. All of
these organizations, formed in the
aftermath of the Second World War,
have contributed to creating stability
and order in the world and have played
a major role in global socioeconomic
development. Member nations protect
their economic and military interests,
and also acquire a stronger regional and
international  position. Even the
developed world perceives the
necessity of such partnerships. The
creation of free trade zones, regional
trade agreements, abolished customs
controls, and even a common currency
(as in the EU) safeguard the future of
member states. Defensive pacts enable
member states to reduce military
expenditures and to divert those
resources to cultural and educational
fields.

A similar organization will provide
considerable benefits to Muslim
nations. For those that are desperate for
technological as well as economic
development, the foremost step toward
stability is the creation of a central
organization or, in other words, a
unified Islamic world under the
auspices of the Islamic Union.
Economic Development and
Increasing Prosperity
Economic cooperation is necessary on
two counts: stability and development.
Muslim nations must bring stability and
solidity to their economies. Developing
industries and making the required
investments is vital, as is the need for a
comprehensive development plan and
the simultaneous development of
education, economy, culture, science,
and technology. While various sectors
are developed technologically, the labor
force's educational levels and standards
must be raised accordingly. Society
must be motivated to become more
productive, and the resulting economic
cooperation will play a major role in
eradicating poverty, illiteracy, the
unjust distribution of wealth, and other
socioeconomic problems rampant in
Muslim countries. This partnership can
be formed only by the creation of free

trade zones, customs unions, and
common economic areas.
Most Muslim  countries have

geostrategic importance as well as rich
natural resources (e.g., natural gas and
crude oil). These resources and
strategic opportunities, however, are
not being used effectively. In the
Islamic world, 86% of the population's
living standards fall below $2,000, 76%
under $1,000, and 67% under $500 per
year. When the Islamic world's total
resources are considered, this is quite a
paradox: Roughly half of the petrol
consumed in the West is exported from
the Islamic world, as is 40% of the
world's agricultural production. Many
economists and strategists freely admit
that the world economy depends upon

the Islamic world's oil and gas exports,
in particular those of the Persian Gulf.

The Persian Gulf holds two-thirds of
the planet's discovered crude oil
reserves. Data obtained from research
concludes that Saudi Arabia alone holds
254% of the world's oil reserves, or
262 billion barrels. A further 11% is
found in Iraq, 9.6 % in the UAE, 9.2 %
in Kuwait, 8.6 % in Iran, 13% in other
OPEC member states. The rest is
distributed across the remainder of the
world. Research commissioned by the
U.S. Department of Energy shows that
between 2000 and 2020, oil exports
from the area will increase by 125%.
This means that the world will continue
to meet most of its energy needs by
imports from the Gulf region.
Moreover, the Middle East has 40% of
the global natural gas reserves; 35 % of
these reserves are in the Gulf region.
Algeria, Libya, and other North African
countries have 3.7 % of the world's
reserves.

The Caucasus and Central Asia are
also rich in oil, natural gas, and other
natural resources. For instance,
Kazakhstan has between 10-17.6
billion barrels of proven oil reserves,
and its natural gas reserves are
estimated at between 53-83 trillion
cubic feet. Turkmenistan has between
98-155 trillion cubic feet of natural gas
reserves, making it the fourth largest
producer. Some other Muslim countries
have valuable mineral resources. For
instance, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan
are two of the world's leading gold
producers. Turkey has one of the
world's richest boron reserves, only
recently discovered to be very
important, and Tajikistan has the
world's largest aluminum producing
facilities.

These advantages will become more
important in the twenty-first century,
which some have already christened the
"energy century." Energy is an essential
element of modern society in terms of
the military, industry, urbanization, and
transport. Given that economic activity
and manufacturing depend primarily
upon energy, nations will do their best
to achieve control over these energy
resources. The Islamic world is not
using its resources effectively, for many
of its members lack the infrastructure
and technology to increase the
production and use their natural
resources to develop themselves.
Therefore, the resources' contributions
to the country's economy are limited to
export earnings. These countries do not
have the means to process their own
crude oil, use it in their industrial
complexes, or to develop their
industries. Worse still, some Muslim
nations do not even have the necessary

means to explore and research their
natural resources or to discover and
extract them. Explorations undertaken
by foreign companies reveal that other
Muslim nations have oil and gas
reserves, but they cannot benefit from
their resources.

Naturally, the ineffective use of
natural resources is not the Islamic
world's only economic problem.
However, solving this problem can
begin the process of solving many other
problems. The economies of Muslim
nations contain differences in structure
and functioning. Some nations'
economies depend upon mineral
resources, such as the members of
OPEC, while other nations' depend
upon agriculture. These differences are
also reflected, to some extent, in their
social structures, such as the widely
varying degrees of rural and urban
populations.

Developing complementary
relationships and helping each other in
their respective areas of expertise can
turn these differences into a source of
riches. All of this will be possible with
the Islamic Union.

Joint  ventures and  project
partnerships will be an important step
in the right direction, for they will
enable countries to benefit from one
another's experiences and the income
earned from investment projects will
benefit all of the participating
countries. Such mutual financial
support is compatible with Islamic
morality, for helping the needy and
having a sense of social responsibility
are important characteristics that
Muslims strive to acquire. Many
Qur'anic verses remind Muslims to
watch over the needy.

Society's internal cohesion must be
extended to international relations. As
international cooperation within a
partnership cannot be one-sided,
employment and income levels will rise
in both countries. For example, one
country will produce oil and another
one will process it, and agriculturally
dependent countries will be able to
import the food they need from
agriculturally developed countries. A
manpower-poor country will be able to
help out a manpower-rich country that
does not have enough jobs for its
people. Rich countries can invest in
poor countries to the benefit of both.
Sharing know-how and experience will
increase prosperity, and all Muslims
will benefit from technological
developments.

Joint ventures that realize the Islamic
world's unification of opportunities and
means will enable Muslims to produce
hi-tech products. The Islamic common
market will make it possible for

Muslim-made products to be marketed
in other Muslim countries without the
hindrance of customs, quotas, and other
cross-border obstacles.

The marketplace will grow, the
market share and exports of all Muslim
nations will rise, industrialization will
speed up, and economic development
will bring progress in technology.
When all of this comes to pass, Muslim
nations will operate as a consortium

against other investment groups and
will become an important part of the
global economy.

The living standards and wealth of
Muslim nations will increase, and their
existing inequalities will disappear.
Some free trade agreements are already
in place between countries in the Gulf,
the Pacific Rim, and North Africa.
Trade agreements signed by Turkey are
already operational in the Islamic
world. Bilateral cooperation exists in
some regions; however, their scope
must be widened. Such cooperation
will safeguard the rights and interests of
all Muslim nations and lead to all of
them becoming developed—a result
from which all of them will derive a far
greater benefit than if they do not
cooperate with each other.

All of these can be realized only
under a central authority's leadership
and coordination. Achieving this will
be possible if Muslim nations adopt the
Qur'an's values and the Prophet's (may
God bless him and grant him peace)
Sunnah, or, in other words, if they
adopt Islamic culture. The Islamic
Union must lead the way to this cultural
awakening, as well as the resulting
political and economic cooperation.

Mutual cooperation among Muslims,
part of the Islamic code, must be
adhered to by all Muslims, for God
commands people to refrain from
avarice and to guard the needy and
support one another. In fact, destitute
people have a due share of the
believers' wealth (Qur'an, 51:19). As
the Qur'an proclaims:

Those of you possessing affluence
and ample wealth should not make
oaths that they will not give to their

relatives, the very poor, and those who
have migrated in the way of God.
Rather, they should pardon and
overlook. Would you not love God to
forgive you? God is Ever-Forgiving,
Most Merciful. (Qur'an, 24:22)

He who has plenty should spend
Jfrom his plenty, but he whose provision
is restricted should spend from what
God has given him. God does not
demand from anyone more than He
has given it. God will appoint ease after
difficulty. (Qur'an, 65:7)

Our Lord also reveals that believers
are one another's guardians (Qur'an,
9:71). The word "guardian" conveys
such meanings as friend, helper,
mentor, and protector. It also expresses
the importance of cooperation and
solidarity between Muslim nations. The
cooperation that will arise from this
fraternal awareness between Muslim
nations will bring prosperity and wealth
to Muslims and eradicate poverty, an
important problem of the Islamic
world. Societies that follow the Qur'an's
values will not experience famine,
destitution, and poverty. Muslims will
develop their nations by following
rational and long-term policies,
establishing good relations with other
nations and people, valuing trade and
development, and learning from other
cultures' experiences. This was so in
history and, God willing, under the
Islamic Union's leadership it will be so
once again.

Harun Yahya, whose real name is
Adnan Oktar is a prominent Turkish
intellectual who specializes in religious
philosophy. More on the author at
www.harunyahya.com

JOB SUMMARY:

repairs and field maintenance.

MAJOR RESPONSIBILITIES:

locations and pipelines.

MINIMUM REQUIRMENTS:
Experience:

Education/SKills:

OIL COMPANY
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Jannah Hunt OQil Company is currently recruiting for the position of

Maintenance Construction Foreman

Supervises and coordinates camp maintenance, new construction and work crews associated with pipeline

- Oversees and reports daily on the activities of the Fabrication Shop and civil works on roads,

- Tracks contract equipment and man hours and reports daily to the Construction Supervisor.

- Receive and check condition of materials for construction projects.

- Supports maintenance and operation personnel with contract equipment and laborers in day to
day work at Halewah, Al Nasr and Dhahab field facilities.

- Follows all company safety procedures and practices

- Minimum 8 years experience with maintenance construction, planning activities with heavy
equipment and civil works including pipeline, construction, welding and fabrication utilizing
metallurgy standards and welding procedures.

- Minimum 4 years experience in a maintenance planning and foreman position.

- Must be willing to work in desert location on 28/28 rotation.

- High school or Equivalent.

- Beable to read Cad and P & ID drawings.

- Fluent with valve, flange and piping codes and sizing.
- Fluent in English and Arabic (Written and Spoken).

IF YOU MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR C.V
TO THE FOLLOWING E-MAIL ADDRESS. PLEASE NOTE WE WILL ONLY
ACCEPT CV’S THROUGH E-MAIL SUBMISSION:

jannahrecruiter @ jhocyemen.com

ALL CANDIDTES MUST BE YEMENI NATIONALS — DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING YOUR C.V

FOR THIS POSITION IS September 14. 2008.
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Between 1st - 24th of September, flights to Istanbul and from Istanbul to any other city in Turkey are

25% cheaper for groups of 3 or more!

We hope to see you in the city where Ramadan is best experienced.

This campaign applies only to TK lights between 1st - 24th of September, This discount, exclusive to
groups of three or more persons, apply to all economy prices to Turkey, excluding promotional, IT and
GV. Two discounts. can not be used simultancously.
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Welcome Ramadan

By: Mofeed Al-Gaad
mofeed336@yahoo.com

eople in different parts of the

world adopt diverse reli-

gions like Islam, Christianity

and others, but majority of

rational people adopt Islam
as it is the religion of tolerance, justice,
education and mercy. Thus Muslims have
their own holy month which distinguish-
es them from others. Ramadan is the holy
month of Muslims and fasting this month
is one of the pillars of Islam that are
required to be performed by every
Muslim. So every Muslim who is able to
fast ought to fast this month. Ramadan is
knocking at the door, approaching an
Islamic nation as a blessing and kind
guest, so every Muslim is overwhelmed
with a sense of happiness and pleasure.
Ramadan has countless blessings that
make Muslims pray to God to expand
their age until the coming of Ramadan in
order to touch God’s mercy during this
holy month. Following the holy Quran in
Ramadan is one of the characteristics that
distinguish it from other months. The

first inspiration comes to our Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) in Ramadan while
he was praying God in an isolated place.

Ramadan days can be classified into
three periods of time. The first 10 days
are described as the days of mercy.
During these days people become kind
and helpful to each other. As rich people
stay all daylight fasting and suffering
from the pain of hunger, they feel poor
people’s pain and how they are suffering
from hunger for long months.
Consequently, rich people have pity and
mercy upon poor people, providing them
with the necessary demands of life.
Above all, God places his mercy on all
his creations of human beings during
these days, glorifying the act of fasting as
he said in Al-Hadeeth Godsy, "All the
deeds of Adam’s son are for him, but fast-
ing is for me and I am the one to evaluate
that."

The middle period of Ramadan is
described as the period of forgiveness.
During these days God accepts sinners,
forgiving their sins. Moreover, God
imprisons devils, preventing them from
spreading among Muslims. Therefore,

most sinners seize this opportunity, pray-
ing to God day and night in order to erase
their sins that they have committed in the
past months.

The final period of Ramadan is the
period of saving people from hell. During
the last 10 days of Ramadan, every night,
God saves many people from the painful
torture of hell. That means a large num-
ber of people join companions of heaven
every night of the last 10 days of
Ramadan. Therefore, during these days,
Muslims spend most of their time in the
mosque, praying for God to save their
brothers who died from the torture of
hell. At the end, I advise my brothers and
sisters in Islam to seize this opportunity
and fast during Ramadan faithfully, fol-
lowing the way that our prophet
Mohammed (PBUH) did, leaving the
earthly greed behind, because God cap-
tures our life suddenly without any warn-
ing and we may not live until the next
Ramadan.

I would like also to congratulate all
Muslims all over the world on this holy
occasion, the coming of Ramadan, and
say to them "Ramadan Kareem."

Ali and

By: Mofeed Al-Jaad
mofeed336@yahoo.com

here was a humble Yemeni
family of two parents with
three boys, the eldest of
which was Ali.

Ali was active, studying at school in
the morning and helping his father on
the farm in the afternoon. Ali’s parents
encouraged him to complete high
school and in this regard, they were
very helpful to him, to the extent that
they gave him everything he needed. In
those days, the dream of Ali’s parents
was to see their son become a truly
educated man.

Ali graduated from high school with
distinction three years later, but alas,
he was unable to pursue his university
studies due to a change in his parents’
dream. Upon seeing the sons of his
cousins, who were immigrants in the
United States, return to their village
with big cars and plenty of money,
Ali’s father decided to force him to
abandon his studies and go to the U.S.
like his cousins.

“My dear son, as you know, I love
you dearly and my dream is to see you
happy in life. I can’t deny that I
encouraged you to complete high
school, but I now advise you to aban-
don studying at university and emi-
grate to America,” he instructed.

“What do you mean, father? Do you
want me to leave college after I've
spent so many long years getting to this
stage?” Ali asked.

“Yes, son, I want you to go America
to earn hundreds of thousands of dol-

his lofty

lars with which you can fulfill both
your desires and please your poor fam-
ily. Just look at your cousins — they left
school, went to America and then
returned with a lot of dollars, which
enabled them to build big houses, buy
big cars and marry the girls they loved,
whereas you, my dear son, have neither
the ability to marry the girl with whom
you’re in love nor give us at least YR
10,000 for monthly expenses.”

He continued, “Look at your little
brothers; I’ve become too old so that I
can’t cover their needs and demands.
They’re even wearing the hand-me-
down clothes from your cousins! After
Allah, your brothers depend upon you.
Despite the fact that you’re educated,
your cousins despise you because
you’re poor. Am I right? Is what I’ve
said realistic and logical, my dear
son?”

“Yes, father, you’re right and I total-
ly agree with you. To prove it, inshal-
lah, I’ll go to America next month in
order to earn hundreds of thousands of
dollars, with which I can build a big
house, buy a big car and give you
whatever you want,” Ali replied.

A month later, as promised, Ali did
indeed travel to the U.S. Once there,
Ali adjusted to his new surroundings,
becoming familiar with everyone and
everything. Because his main purpose
was to make money, he worked day
and night to amass as much as he
could.

After making a large amount, Ali
sent his father $150,000 to build him a
large house, sending an additional
$1,500 monthly for the family’s
expenses. While Ali sent a lot of

dreams

money home, he retained a large
amount for himself, which he deposit-
ed into a bank. Day by day, his bank
account increased significantly.

Four years later, Ali became home-
sick and believed that it was time to
return to his parents and marry the girl
awaiting his return throughout those
long years. Thus, Ali decided to leave
the U.S. and return to his homeland.

However, there was one dream he
still hadn’t fulfilled and that was buy-
ing a modern new car, so he immedi-
ately sent his father $55,000 to buy
him a large modern car. Ali’s desire
was to be the first driver of his car and
drive from the beach to his village.

For this reason, he requested his
friend buy the car and park it near the
beach until his imminent arrival. Upon
arriving at the airport, Ali went straight
to the beach where he was so pleased
when he saw his beautiful car. Before
getting in, he telephoned his family to
inform them of his coming and then
started off for his village.

As Ali happily drove his car, many
beautiful images ran through his mind.
He was imagining how he would drive
his car proudly in front of his cousins.
He also imagined how he’d enjoy
every beautiful thing in his village —
his big new house, his parents, his
brothers, his sweetheart, etc.

Unfortunately, Ali never realized his
lofty dreams. While driving fast on the
highway, he had a terrible accident that
took his life and destroyed his new car
and every beautiful thing he had imag-
ined. In the end, Ali died with his
dreams, ultimately becoming a victim
of money, greed and snobbery.

Fiuyh @
the MIINB Skve ...

majed_thabet@ hotmail.com

To marry educated or
uneducated women? (Part 6)

irstly, I am really sorry for
not publishing my column
in the last Thursday's issue
because 1 was somehow
busy. Then, I would like to
thank Mr. Adel Hassan who responded
to the series of my topic "to marry
educated or uneducated women?" in
his article entitled "Educated women:
between misunderstanding and
misbehavior" which was published
last week, issue No. 1183. In his
article, Adel shed light on an
important point which is how men
look at some cases of educated
women, and accordingly they
generalize any negative aspects of
such cases for all educated women.

Actually I like Mr. Adel's points of
view, though I have some comments
on some of them. These comments are
not only for Adel but for all those who
are interested in the topic.

Adel refers to our Prophet's
(PBUH) saying that: "Educated
individuals belong to the soil of
wisdom". That is right, but that is not
restricted to only one gender (male or
female).

This reference was to respond to
those who "Misunderstand" women in
their behaviors. The two examples
that Mr. Adel gave of this
misunderstanding are: 1. educated
women will be like "controlling
ministers" at homes, and 2. it will be
easy for such women "to make
relations with more than 100 guys".

Though Mr. Adel rejected the idea
of generalizing this concept of
educated women, I am against his

point of view in the sense that even if
it is generalized, there are reasons
behind that. When the educated
women become like ministers at
homes, it is not always something
negative. Such women do many
things good for homes, children and
above all for husbands. They turn to
ministers, or it is better to say behave
like ministers, because they realize
many things related to life around
them, not because they are bad and
must be avoided as wives, but because
they became aware and enough
acquainted with this-and-that of life.
They, thus, behave confidently, doing
best to safe and serve marriage life. In
spite of this, some husbands look at
this point negatively.

Adel also refers to those who claim
that educated women may have
relations with guys easily. Again he
rejected the idea of generalizing this
for all women. It is good, but Adel
may have forgotten that they do this
because the environment of study that
sometimes requires so.

They, moreover, make such
relations, not away from our social
and religious conventions, regardless
of some exceptions.

That is to say, university girls make
relations with boys but these relations
are not necessarily bad or immoral.
Mr. Adel and myself also were
university students, for example.

Of course, we came across many
relations with ladies. But such
relations were marked with respect,
morality so that we dealt with ladies as
if they were sisters to us. So all people

have to know that it is not the fault of
such women, but it is the requirement
of study which helps the two genders
to trust each other and to understand,
not to misunderstand, the relations
that take place between them.

In the last part of my series I shed
light on how men deal with women
from different angles. I insisted upon
the idea that when men are educated
they easily accept many behaviors of
educated women and vice versa. But
the case will be different if one of the
couple is educated and the other is not.
So, it is better to deal with matter from
this point at least at current time at
which many traditional conventions
are still dominant in our society.

Adel's preference of marrying
educated woman is somehow
convincing and logical. But again it is
so only to those who are educated and
know the nature of educated women,
while uneducated men may reject the
idea and take it as a sensitive matter.

In brief, I do thank all those who
responded to my articles, appreciating
their participations, taking them into
account seriously. I also call all of you,
dear readers, to suggest new topics
which can be valuable for all the
society, and convey something about
our culture for readers abroad.

Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy is a
contributing opinions writer form
Taiz. He holds a Masters Degree from
the English department at Taiz
University and is the former editor of
Taiz University's English-language
magazine.

Engagement seldom lasts
except between educated people

By: Mofeed Al-Jaad

mofeed336@yahoo.com
, ve enjoyed reading
Maged  Al-Kholidy’s
series entitled, “To marry
educated or uneducated
women?” because it

addresses a tangible and widespread
issue within our society.

I want to shed light on the idea of suit-
able marriage between educated people,
which Al-Kholidy discussed in the Aug.
14 issue No. 1181, “To marry educated
or uneducated women? Part 5, but I'd
like to discuss this issue during the
engagement period.

Many young men these days face
financial obstacles preventing them from
marrying. For this reason, they first
desire to build their future and then think
about marriage later.

For example, most young men today
have a specific woman in mind to marry,
but they can’t handle or take on domes-
tic responsibilities yet because they’re
either still college students or new grad-
uates without jobs.

Thus, these youths desire to get
engaged to the woman whom they’ve

chosen as a proper and perfect wife and
then marry her later after gaining
employment and achieving some of their
dreams.

Here, the crucial role of educated
women is obvious because they under-
stand that today’s young men need time
to get a job and realize some of their sim-
ple dreams, so such women are prepared
to postpone marriage following their
engagement because they believe that
they must share their love’s forbearance
of life’s ups and down.

To the contrary, uneducated women
aren’t ready to wait a long time after
engagement because they only think
about the pleasure and sweetness of mar-
riage; thus, they prefer a life partner
who’s ready to marry as soon as possi-
ble. However, in doing so, they ignore
the heavy burdens of domestic responsi-
bilities they must bear and the difficult
circumstances today’s young people
face.

To illustrate this point, a friend of
mine dearly loved one of his classmates,
so following their graduation, he told her
frankly, “Darling, I'm ready to get
engaged to you this week, but our mar-
riage must be postponed for at least two

years.”

After thinking awhile, she said,
“Because I'm your life partner, I should
share in all of your problems, so I'm pre-
pared to wait for you — even more than
10 years.” My friend eventually got a
good job and married his faithful sweet-
heart.

Thus, relationships seldom weather
the engagement period except when
they’re between two educated people. To
clarify, relationships during the engage-
ment are impossible between uneducated
young men and educated women.

For example, an uneducated man once
became engaged to an educated young
woman. They loved each other and com-
municated by phone. One day, the
woman said to her love, “I want to get a
job and teach after marriage.”
Unfortunately, the man refused, which
led to the breaking off of their engage-
ment.

To summarize, I think marriage is
more suitable between educated couples
than uneducated ones because educated
individuals are more aware of life’s ups
and downs and the domestic responsibil-
ities of marital life. Their education also
helps them look at life in the proper way.
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Lebanese International University (LIU)

LIU in Yemen, with its three campuses / branches in Taiz, Sana’a, and Aden
has positions open for qualified instructors with a minimum education of
Master’'s degrees, outstanding oral and written English communication
skills, as well as teaching / training experience.

English
Mathematics

Computer Skills
Graphic and Interior Design

Engineering
Science

For further information contact our numbers below

Al-Hawban Main Street Taiz - Tel.:04 / 275858
Al Rowaishan Square - Sana'a - Tel: 01/50 2175
Khor Maksar - October Area - Aden - Tel: 02/23 1345

Almuthallath

www.liu.edu.lb




Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
P.0 Box: 5465

Haddah st. infront of Al- Komaim Center
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Al-Janad Mosque witness the
first Friday prayer in Yemen

ocated at the

Governorate of Taiz just

20 km away from the

city, the Al Janad

mosque is one of the
most important religious sites in
Yemen. It was built by the Prophet's
companion Mo'ad bin Jabal (may
Allah be pleased with him) who was
dispatched by the Prophet
Muhammed (may Allah's peace and
blessing be upon him) to Yemen to
convey the message of Islam.

Upon his arrival in Yemen, Moa'd
built the mosque, and held a meeting
with Bani Al Aswad, who was the
commander of the army, on the first
Friday of the month of Rajab. Mo'ad
preached and led the congregation in
prayer, heralding the first Friday
prayer to be performed in Yemen.
From then on, the people of the city
marked that day to converge on the
mosque and perform prayers and reli-
gious rituals, so as to get closer to
Allah.

Though the Al-Janad mosque
underwent repairs and renovations
throughout its history, the most
important renovation were the square
tiles that were laid by Vizier Al Adal
Ibin Abi Al Barakat in 1087 A.D. dur-
ing the era of the Daughter of Ahmed.
Al Janad mosque was next renovated
during the reign of King Ayoub bin
Sayf Al Islam Taghtakeen who built
the two sides and the rear in 1206
A.D. He rebuilt the ceilings of the
mosque with tiles and gypsum, and
embellished its inscriptions with
Gold.

As a result, the ceiling of the
mosque became an extraordinary
landmark, famed after for its splendor
and the precision of its construction,
to the extent that 'Look at the pulpit of
the Mosque of Taiz and look at the

MES

Yemen’s first and most wulely-read English-language newspaper

ceiling of Al Janad Mosque' became a
common saying among the local pop-
ulation. Renovations and restorations
have continued till our modern times.
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The mosque has a rec-
tangular shape, with an
outer length of 65.5 meters
and width of 43 meters. It
is enclosed by a fence that
is topped by 144 pointed
triangles. Inside, there is
an open nave with the
dimensions (35.5 x 25.5
meters), and a 2-meter
. square column that is used
as a sundial to decide the
timing of prayers. The col-
umn is surrounded by four
porticos, the deepest of
which is that of the kiblah
which consists of four
wide colonnades.

The wall of the kiblah is
decorated  with  two
mihrabs, with a wooden
pulpit placed in between.
The pulpit is a real work of art, rich
with engraved, perforated and assem-
bled decorations, and is one of the
few pulpits that survived from the

—

time of Taghtakeen bin Ayoub in the
last quarter of the 12th century A.D.
The importance of this pulpit is its
link between the early style of pulpits
and the pulpits of Yemen during sub-
sequent periods, i.e. the Rasulid and
Zaheria eras.

The minaret occupies part of the
southwestern corner of the mosque,
and consists of a cylindrical part in
the bottom, topped by an octagonal
shape, and pinnacled by a hexagonal
shape with a dome surmounting the
minaret. Next to the minaret is a stone
panel with the name of Sultan Amer
bin Abdul Wahhab inscribed to it.
This is in addition to other panels on
which successive renovations made in
the mosque were recorded throughout
the mosque's history. The mosque is
open to visitors all round the year, a
state which the mosque deservedly
enjoys for the sacred and spiritual sta-
tus it has in people's hearts.

Source: Tourism ministry ,
Endowment ministry
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TILAL TRADING & CONG CO.

SPECIALISTS

IN

PRE-ENGINEERED

ANDSTRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDINGS

tilal.co@y.net.ye
info@tilal-co.com

namarns Street ( Hadda ) Sana‘a, Repuhhc di’w
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AMAN INSURANCE CO.

el loel A8
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Marine insurance
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Automobile Insurance

Life Insurance

Engineering Insurance

Lability Insurance
Medical Insurance

Power Insurance

Travel Insurance — 2 Guals
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Property Insurance
Others
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Head Office: Zubairi St. Yemen Kuwait Bank Building

Tel. - 967 1469721/2/3/4, Fax. » 967 1217251, 209452

Branches: Sana'a: Taiz Street, Tel. + 967 1624971, Fax. + 967 1625714

Hodeidah: Tel. + 967 3 201110, Fax. + 967 3 201107, Taiz: Tel. + 967 4 251454, Fax. ~ 967 4 250832,
Aden: Tel. + 967 2 244295, Fax. + 967 2 246237, Mukalla: Tel. + 967 5 350997, Fax, + 967 5 350629,
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“Cooperative & Agricultural Credit Bank

BIOKUBE

Biological purification of wastewater

N

AGENT FOR:

'FMCTechnologies

Smith Meters / LACT Metering Systems

MURPHY Y

FW Murphy

PP Consolidated

Safety valves & Pressure Relief valves

Solar Turbines

A Caterpillar Company

Flow Products
Pressure Products
Level Products
Temperature Products

Euro Contrdle Project

HORIZON AGENCIES & COMMERCIAL SERVICES (HACS)
P.O. Box : 15408 Sana’a , Republic of Yemen

Tel : +967 — 1 - 421508 / 421532 Fax : + 967 —1-421514

Email: horcom@Y.Net.Ye Website: www.HACS-Yemen.com

Small systems.
Big systems.
Mobile systems.
The components.

Inlet wastewater

& RoothBlower

Pax 14 palletcontainer access for
it tool

Pipe for PAX 14 for the process,

750 -

alamdi2@yahoo.com

'FMCTechnologies

Fluid Control / Pump / Invalco / Manifolds

P Masoneilan

Control Valves

Complete Tank
Gauging Inventory
System

Score Group plc

inteligent Valve and Gas Turbine Solutions

Project Management &
Consulting Company

BIOKUBE

Biological purification of wastewater

== MCTechnologies

WECO / Chiksan/ Dynetor products
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