
By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, Nov. 9 — Electoral commit-
tees, currently in charge of reviewing
and correcting voter registers, face
numerous obstacles hindering their
performance in many governorates
including Sa’ada, Lahj, Al-Dhalea,
Hajja, Mahwit and Ibb. The situation
has increased fears over the possibility
of postponing the upcoming parlia-
mentary elections.
In Sa’ada, one of Al-Houthi loyalists
told the Yemen Times by phone that
they will not allow voter registration
committees to begin their job unless
the government rescues refugees,
reconstructs houses and other infra-
structure damaged by the four-year
fighting between the army and Houthi
gunmen.
Leadership of the Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) sent a memo to branches
of its member parties countrywide urg-
ing them to continue boycotting voter
registration committees. It also
informed JMP member parties’
branches in Sa’ada to continue to boy-

cott what they described as “illegiti-
mate voter registration committees”,
adding that the upcoming electoral
process will be rigged, and the govern-
ment must first compensate citizens
whose property was damaged during
the conflict.
In the Dhalea governorate, the so-
called Peaceful Action Body in the
Shuaib district organized a huge sit-in
in front of premises of the Main
Election Committee. The sit-in is the
first peaceful event launched by the
body that strongly rejects and boycotts
the voter registration committees.
Participants chanted slogans strongly
denouncing the upcoming electoral
process.
The protesters released a statement
confirming their unaltered decision of
boycotting all the electoral process and
its committees, which they described
as “illegitimate”. They added that it is
their legal right to boycott and reject a
rigged electoral process which they

describe as “a comedy”.
“We don’t accept to be used as tools
for acting in such a comic play; we
don’t want ballot boxes to be graves
for burial of evident concerns in South
Yemen,” the statement read. “We don’t
seek an election whose price is paid by
noble people and fruits are reaped by
corrupt individuals.”
The statement applauded the male and
female teachers in the governorate who
refused to participate in voter registra-
tion committees. It called on teachers
in other governorates to take a similar
stance and demanded that these com-
mittees be removed from schools in
order not to hinder students’ progress.
In Lahj, tribal leaders last week
approved a specific date to protest in
front of premises of the Main Electoral
Committee in the governorate. From
his side, the Lahj governor ordered
directors of Hebail Jabr and Radfan
districts to calm tension in both dis-
tricts following rioting during a stu-

dents’ protest against the use of their
school by voter registration commit-
tees.
Hundreds of students from the
Muntaser High School in Hebail, Jabr
district took to the streets chanting slo-
gans demanding the government
remove the voter registration commit-
tee from their school.
In Ibb, the Islah Party Shoura
Council’s branch expressed their
strong denunciation of President
Saleh’s alleged bias with his party, the
ruling General People Congress
(GPC), affirming that Saleh’s partiality
had worsened the current political cri-
sis in the country. It also expressed sor-
row about what it called “individual-
ized steps” taken by the ruling party to
compose the Supreme Commission for
Election and Referendum (SCER) and
other unconstitutional procedures in
this regard. The party branch called on
citizens across the governorate to boy-
cott the voter registration process and

any other procedures taken by the ille-
gitimate SCER.
In a live-broadcast interview with a
foreign satellite news channel,
Chairman of Supreme National
Consultation Committee Sheikh
Hamid Al-Ahmar, who is also a
Parliament member from the JMP,
said, “The ruling party’s feeling that
the elections are not going in its favor
made it hinder JMP’s engagement in
the process by refusing to respond to
constitutional and legal demands
raised by the opposition coalition.”
Al-Ahmar continued to say that the
ruling party had reached no successful
achievements throughout its long term
in power. “What successes have been
made by the ruling party? Poverty,
crises, conflicts or an ailing econo-
my?” he questioned.

The Parliament member added, “We
consider the upcoming elections as a
coup against democracy. We did not
oppose the elections until the ruling
party breached an agreement we
reached with it at Parliament to amend
the election law.”
Al-Ahmar went on to say that JMP
member parties have clear alternatives,
which are to respect the Constitution,
law, and principles of the unity state,
improve democracy, endorse equal cit-
izenship rights, peaceful transfer of
power, and free and fair elections.
“We will continue the peaceful strug-
gle for the sake of improving democra-
cy and conducting free and fair elec-
tions,” Al-Ahmar added. “JMP mem-
ber parties represent an ideal example
for all Yemenis as they unify for the
sake of the nation.”
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Job posting:

Daewoo E & C – Balhaf, Shabwa,
Declares for the listed opportunity by (16) vacancies in Yemen 
LNG Gas Tank Project:

1. LNG Tank Specialist FIRE PROOFING ENGINEER
(Opportunities 1). 

2. LNG Tank Specialist FIRE PROOFING 
SUPERVISOR (Opportunities 1).

3. LNG Tank Specialist QC/QA OFFICER 
(Opportunities 1).

4. LNG Tank Specialist FIRE PROOFING FOREMAN 
(Opportunities 1).

5. LNG Tank Specialist MACHINE OPERATOR 
(Opportunities 1).

6. LNG Tank Specialist FIRE PROOFING SPRAYER 
(Opportunities 3).

7. LNG Tank Specialist FIRE PROOFING MASON 
(Opportunities 8).

Minimum requirements:
1. Scientism degree in one of this fields or equivalent

           Certificate.
2. Yemeni Nationality.
3. Fluent in English spoken & writing.

       4. Three years experience in this field.

Posting date: Advertisement’s date.
Closing date: After two weeks.

Candidate must post their resume to:
Daewoo_yem_tdd@hotmail.com
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By: Almigdad Mojalli

SANA'A, Nov.7 — The Office of
Public Health and Population in Sana'a
has closed down 12 out of a total of 53
health care facilities in the district of
Sanhan and Bani Bahlool after its
inspection campaign there this week.
The campaign targeted clinics, phar-
macies, medicine storage facilities and
health care centers. 

Most of the violations are related to
licensing and smuggled medicines. A
few others were related to unsuitable
buildings which don't have ventilation,
elevators and narrow rooms.

According to Dr. Abdulghani Faraj,
the manager of the Office of Public
Health Care and Population, of the 53
health care facilities inspected, 12 were

closed down and 13 were recalled to
the office for investigation and hence
are given a chance to renew the licens-
es or adhere by the requirements with-
in one month. Many of the concerned
pharmacies were given a one-month
warning to renew their working licens-
es and execute the office’s instructions,
while others were fined a maximum of
YR 5,000 for having smuggled small
quantities of medicine into their stores. 

Farah mentioned that the medicines
are antibiotics and they were just
smuggled not out of date or represent
danger to people. He affirmed that the
quantity is very small and doesn't
exceed five small packets. "We know
the smuggled medicine by the name of
the agent company. If we don't find the
name of the agent, we know that the

medicines are smuggled but we don't
have list of the smuggled types," he
said  

Faraj added that the facilities in vio-
lation of the office’s standards had
been closed down because they didn't
have the required authorizations from
the Ministry of Public Health Care.
“Some of the closed facilities did not
have legal authorization and instead
were using fake authorizations bor-
rowed or rented from those with offi-
cial permission," Faraj said. 

The Office of Public Health Care
and Population has revealed that 23
health care facilities surveyed by the
inspection campaign were legitimate
and had not committed any violations,
whereas 30 of them were found not to
be p to standard.

By: Ola Al-Shami

SANA'A, Nov. 9 — In a first of its
kind initiative sixteen journalists from
state, political parties and independent
newspapers as well as freelancers
came together to promote civil society
issues through their work. 

The journalists agreed to create a
coordination committee of three
journalists who will align the efforts of
the rest of the group and hence a
campaign for a particular topic relating
to civil society each month.

This initiative came as a result of a
five-day training workshop on basic
journalism skills organized by the
Investing in the Future program for the
sixteen journalists.

The first topic has already been
selected as a part of the training,
whereby the journalists will write
features on child labor and publish
them in three state media newspapers,
two media websites, four independent
newspapers and two affiliated with
political parties, as well as the
program's website menassat.com.

During the workshop senior trainer
Petrus Schothorstiner explained that
the program includes another training
element on legal defending of
journalists. 

This training targets lawyers and
sensitizes them to the issues of press
freedom and how to defend journalists
if prosecuted because of their
profession.

The group which included several
female journalists will also create a
seed for a larger network of
professional media persons in Yemen

and those within the Investing in the
Future network of media people in
another three countries; Jordan, Egypt
and Morocco where the program
operates.

"We hope that from this networking
a group of professional journalists who
have the qualifications and abilities to
train in media will emerge. 

These trainers can then cover a local
need for training in media in Yemen
instead of always bringing expensive
external expertise," said Nabiha Al-
Haidari Director of the Information
and Research Department at SABA
News Agency and one of the first
members of the Investing in the Future
Program.

According to its website, the
program “Investing in the Future” was
established by Arab media
organizations lead by the Center for
Defending Freedoms of Journalists in
Jordan together with Free Voice, a
Dutch media organization. 

At the basis of this program lies an
extensive research by an Egyptian
academic team conducted in 2005.
This research identified the need to
focus on training as a means to develop
Arab journalism skills to face the
challenges of rapid developments in
the media world.

It also stressed the need of Arab
journalists and other media
professionals to increase their
knowledge on topics such as
journalistic research, human rights,
gender equality, reporting on the civil
society, democracy and the Arab
culture, reporting on the parliament,
and journalistic ethics.

Journalists join forces to 
promote civil society issues

Health care facilities closed down in Sana’a

By: Salah Al-Warafy 
For the Yemen Times 

SANA'A, Nov. 9 — A seminar on the
hazards of using sewage water to
irrigate crops was held on Thursday in
Taiz during the Al-Saeed Forum for
Sciences and Culture. 

Chaired by Professor Abdulrahman
Al-Zubairi, chairman of the
department of Microbiology in the
Faculty of Sciences at Taiz University,
the seminar stressed the importance of
immediate attention to the fact that a
shortage of water resources has
prompted many Yemeni farmers to
resort to use sewage water to irrigate
their farms.

Al-Zubairi explains, "The shortage
of water is the result of both the
increasing rate of population growth
and irresponsible irrigation. Only

seven percent of underground water is
consumed by the population, while 93
percent is used for irrigating crops,
especially qat."

The total amount of water used
annually is 3.5 billion cubic meters of
which 93 percent is used in agriculture,
6 percent in households and 1 percent
by industry. According to the Ministry
of Agriculture and Irrigation, the
renewed fresh water is 2.5 billion cubic
meters per year creating a gap between
used water and renewed fresh water of
one billion cubic meters a year.

Topography experts at the ministry
predict that because of population
growth 4.6 billion cubic meters of
water will be needed by 2025.

The Ministry of International
Planning and Cooperation has built
many stations for filtering water in
Aden, Hajah, Emran and Yarim.

Funded by the German Constructor
Bank, the stations enable farmers in
these governorates to reuse sewage
water for irrigation.

However, researchers at Taiz
University have found that health
hazards still exist. Because these filters
are only capable of removing solid
waste from sewage water, parasites and
bacteria remain in the water, according
to Al-Zubairi.

He explains that sewage water runs
through valleys, directly polluting
watercourses and indirectly polluting
groundwater. He adds that farmers use
sewage water in irrigating vegetables
that grow underground like garlic,
leeks, and onions. 

"Most people in Maitam, a district in
Ibb governorate, were discovered to be
infected with skin diseases, which was
traced back to the use of sewage water
[in farming]," says Al-Zubairi. 

As a result of the using sewage in
irrigation, many diseases prevail
among Yemenis. "Parasite worms like
scares, namibia, cardiae and dysentery
are rampant. In addition, infectious
diseases like cholera, typhoid,
diarrhea, and viral diseases like the
liver virus have spread due to the
pollution of vegetables. Sewage water
is usually full of nitrate salts, which
cause stomachache and even cancer,"
Al-Zubairi explained. 

"Sewage could be used in a suitable
way. We have to learn from developed
countries to use sewage to irrigate
forests and parks" said Al-Zubairi. He
adds that drying out sewage water and
turning it into fertilizer allows it to
become less hazardous and is better
than using it directly for irrigation.

An official from the Yemeni
Authority for Standards,
Measurements and Quality Control
suggested that authorities should
impose a fine on farmers who use
sewage to irrigate vegetables. Abdullah
Saleh, a governmental official
responded, "If there is someone to be
fined, it is the polluters, not the farmers
who are affected by the waste of the
urban areas". 

He also suggested that the tariff of
the sewage collection should be
increased. 

Al-Zubairi recommended concerned

authorities to take firm action to stop
polluting the environment and to
monitor the irrigation of vegetables. 

"Monitoring is the collective
responsibility of the Ministry of Water
and Environment, the Water and
Sanitation Department, the Ministry of
Health and Population, local
authorities, and the General Hierarchy
of Water Resources. Media authorities
should campaign to spread awareness
in schools and universities and to guide
people how to grow vegetables to
avoid potential diseases," Al-Zubairi
added.

Using sewage water in irrigation threatens health of Yemenis

Thirty five Yemeni journalists from Sana'a, Taiz and Aden gathered on
Saturday to create a network of journalists who had participated in the
Investing in the Future program over the last three years.

Syrian media plan to promote
Yemen heritage 

Syria's Information minister Muhsin
Bilal has unveiled a Syrian media
plan that includes broad promotion
campaign of Yemen's heritage and
civilization. 

The announcement was made at a
meeting with deputy director general
of the Arab news section at the
Yemen News Agency Saba Ahmed
al-Jabr and the deputy executive
director of the Alsyasiah newspaper
Adnan al-Sanawi. 

Bilal praised the level of coopera-
tion between Yemen and Syria in the
information area, calling at the same
time for expanding this cooperation
through exchanging daily news par-
ticularly  those concerned with the
message aimed at  achieving com-
mon goals and aspirations.

Yemen to take part in London
World Tourism Fair

A Yemeni delegation led by
Tourism Minister Nabil al-Faqih
headed for London to take part in the
WTM London World Tourism Fair
which will be kicked off during 10-13
November. 

Al-Faqih added that Yemen looks
for bringing Yemeni tourism into
British tourism as well as Europe, in
general, in addition to meet tour and
travel agents associations to help
improve tourism in the country. 

On the sidelines of the fair, an
international conference will be
launched in which it will discuss
international conditions affecting
tourism climate. 

ADEN 
Yemen participates in Arab Cities
Conference 
Yemen to participate in 47th Arab
Cities Conference which will last for
two days and to be held on Sunday in
Ajman city of United Arab Emirates. 

Upon his departure, governor of
Aden Adnan al-Jiffry said to Saba
that the delegation of Yemen is inter-
ested acquaint the participating dele-
gations the conference with various
sides of developmental advances in
Yemen, in general, and Aden city, in
particular. 

He added that the delegation would
also review current procedures and
steps to develop Aden Free Zone to
receive investments and grant facili-
ties which are provided by Yemeni
Investment Law. 

Al Jeffry made it clear that the del-
egation would participate in activities
of World Environment Conference
which is to be held in Dubai in
November 11-13. 

SANA’A 
SCER invites ASSECAA to moni-
tor 2009 parliamentary election 
The Supreme Commission for
Election and Referendum (SCER)
invited on Saturday the Association
of Senates, Shoura and Equivalent
Councils in Africa and Arab world
(ASSECAA) to participate in moni-
toring the coming parliamentary elec-
tion in April 2009. 

Chairman of Foreign Relations
Sector in SCER Jafar Ba-Saleh
reviewed with the ASSECAA
General Secretary the current
arrangements for reviewing and
amending the voters' lists. 

Court halves jail term of "al-
Bana" 

The Appeal court halved Saturday the
prison sentence of the Jaber al-Bana
from to five from ten years in the case
of attacking oil facilities in
Hadramout province. 

The court chaired by the Judge
Mohammed al-Hakimi reduced also
the sentence Emad Shas to 5 years as
well. The court also ordered to re-jail
the accused Jamil al-Haimi who has
been acquitted previously to three
years. 

Moreover, the court upheld the
previous sentences against the other
31 accused including the fugitives. 

The appeal involved 36 militants,
32 of whom were handed prison sen-
tences, 

The Penal Court of First Instance
delivered in November 2007 sen-
tences of between 2 – 15 years for 36
convicted, while four others were
acquitted. 

In Brief

A farmer woman showing off grapes from her family's vineyard. Yemen is
one of the most water-scarce countries in the world. According to govern-
ment figures, per capita water use is 125 cubic meters per year, well below
the global average of 1,500 cubic meters per year.



British Council – Peter Lucantoni:
English Teacher Training
Workshops
The British Council in Sana’a is host-
ing a visiting British speaker and
author Peter Lucantoni, a well–regard-
ed international ELT specialist. 

On Tuesday afternoon, 11th
November, Peter Lucantoni will deliver
a workshop on: Teaching Monolingual
Classes at the University of Science
and Technology, Girls’ Section, Great
Hall. On Wednesday morning, 12th
November, at the University of Sana’a,
Faculty of Education, he will deliver
the same workshop again. 

Peter Lucantoni is the author and co-
author of several popular coursebooks
for students, including IGCSE English
as a Second Language and Our English
(both Cambridge University Press),
KET Practice Tests Plus (Longman)
and International English (Hodder
Murray), and has written a book of
practical classroom ideas for teachers
and teacher trainers. 

This is an excellent opportunity to
focus on key issues related to the rele-
vance of student’s first language and its
usefulness in learning English, at the
same time as exploring ways to
increase the amount of English spoken
in class. These events are open to any
interested academics, English language
teaching professionals and university
English students. The workshops will
be delivered in English.

Workshops:
Tuesday 11th November from 2.30pm-
4.30pm at the Great Hall (ground floor)
of the Girlss’ College, University of
Science and Technology, Sana’a.

Wednesday 12th November from
10am-12.00am at the Faculty of
Education, University of Sana’a.

This visit forms part of the British
Council’s initiative to support English

teachers through their informal
Network of English Language
Teaching Professionals (NELTP). 

For more information on how to join
the Network please consult
www.britishcouncil.org/me . 

If you would like to attend the events
on Tuesday/Wednesday and require
further information please contact the
British Council office on (01) 448356.

Germany signs EUR 56 million
grant agreements with Yemen
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Planning and International
Cooperation, his Excellency
Abdulkarim I. Al-Arhabi, and KfW
Group’s Senior Vice President for
MENA and Europe, Ms. Doris Koehn –
in the presence of the German
Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Michael Klor-
Berchtold - have signed six grant
agreements on German support for pro-
grams in the water and education sec-
tors amounting to EUR 56.2 million. 

In the water sector, three supplemen-
tal financing agreements were conclud-
ed for the rehabilitation and improve-
ment of water and sanitation systems in
provincial towns (EUR 28.2 million),
and one supplemental financing agree-
ment was concluded for the extension
of the sewerage project in Aden (EUR
2.45 million). All projects are aiming at
the improvement of the health of the
population in the respective regions. In
the education sector, two financing
agreements were concluded, one for the
Secondary Education Development
and Girls’ Access Program (EUR 8.0
million) and the other one for the
Social Fund for Development (EUR
17.5 million). Both programs aim at
improving access to and quality of edu-
cation, with a particular focus on girls
in rural areas.

Germany is one of the major donor

countries in the areas of water and san-
itation as well as education. KfW
Entwicklungsbank, the German
Development Bank responsible for
German Financial Cooperation on
behalf of the Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and
Development, is engaged in Yemen for
almost 40 years and has since then
committed funds amounting to about
EUR 550 million.

United Nations Democracy Fund
invites civil society organizations to
apply for funding
The United Nations Democracy Fund
hereby invites civil society organiza-
tions to apply for funding for projects
to promote democracy. Project propos-
als may be submitted on-line between
10 November 2007 and 31 December
2008 at www.un.org/democracyfund. 

This is the third round of funding to
be launched by UNDEF, which was
established by the UN Secretary-
General in 2005 as a United Nations
General Trust Fund. UNDEF funds
projects that build and strengthen dem-
ocratic institutions, promote human
rights, and ensure the participation of
all groups in democratic processes.
Some 35 UN Member States, spanning
all continents, have so far made volun-
tary contributions to UNDEF.

As with previous UNDEF rounds,
the thematic categories for applications
are: 
• democratic dialogue and support for

constitutional processes; 
• civil society empowerment, includ-

ing the empowerment of women; 
• civic education and voter registra-

tion; 
• citizen’s access to information; 
• participation rights and the rule of

law in support of civil society; 
• Transparency and integrity. 

Priority will be given to projects that

enhance inclusiveness and gender
equality. 

Only on-line applications in either
English or French will be accepted. The
application procedure is described in
the Project Proposal Guidelines avail-
able at
www.un.org/democracyfund/XProject
ProposalGuidelines.htm. 

National Endowment for
Democracy offers journalism fellow-
ships
The Washington, D.C.-based National
Endowment for Democracy (NED)
invites journalists worldwide to apply
to be part of the 2009-2010 Reagan-
Fascell Democracy Fellows Program.
Selected fellows will take up residence
at the Forum, a research division of
NED, for five to ten months. Deadline:
November 10. 

According to its organizers, the fel-
lowship seeks to provide experienced
journalists with an opportunity to
reflect on their work, learn from coun-
terparts in the United States, and
reevaluate techniques for building
democracy in their country of origin.
Projects must be in English. 

Each participant will receive a
monthly stipend for living expenses,
health insurance and reimbursement for
travel. Fellows also receive a fully
equipped office and research support. 

For further information, including
eligibility information, visit
http://www.ned.org/forum/reagan-fas-
cell.html or contact
fellowships@ned.org. 

International Center for Journalists
Photo Exhibition
The International Center for Journalists
is now auctioning signed photographs
by award-winning photojournalists
such as David Burnett, Arthur Grace

and David Hume Kennerly.
Striking images of historic events

can be yours - from Benazir Bhutto
campaigning moments before her
assassination in Pakistan to the barrier-
breaking candidates in the 2008 U.S.
presidential election. ICFJ will use
your donation to create great programs
for journalists around the world and to
buy equipment for photojournalists in

developing countries. You can own
world-class photography and support
ICFJ at the same time.

To bid on these photos, go to
www.icfj.org/photoauction and select
the image to read the photographer’s
descriptions. Online bidding will end
on Nov. 10, 2008 and the photos will be
in a silent auction at the ICFJ Awards
Dinner on Nov. 12, 2008 at the Ronald

! Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
! Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
! Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages
! Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
! Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
! Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

! Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
! Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
! Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals
! School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)
! Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.
Bus service available.

Main CampusMain CampusMain CampusMain Campus

SIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-School

SUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALLLLLSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIISSSSSSSS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
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Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

Member Member Member Member of Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools International
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Car for Sale
The Embassy of the Republic of Sudan, Sana’a,
would like to sell a vehicle with the following
specs:

Mercedes 2001
Model 320
Black color
Low mileage
Maintenance Record included
Diplomatic plate (buyer will pay custom)

You can view the car outside the Embassy
compound between 10:00AM – 2:20PM

The sale will be awarded to the highest bidder

For more information call: Saif 733874120

Embassy address: Beirut St. near the Spanish
Embassy. PO Box 517

Brigadier Ahmad Al-Suunidar, MP and Chairman of Sana’a Social Society for Development received Saturday Nov. 8, 2008 medicines for heart, blood pressure, diabetics and
Asthma from Al-Shaif International Group (SIG).

The medicines were a gift from Medicines for Humanity Organization which donated medicines worth of USD 300,000 to Yemen through Al-Shaif International Group. The
medicines were given away to Al-Saleh Foundation to distribute to charitable hospitals and clinics and Sana’a Social Society for Development which runs charitable Al-Zahrawi
Medical Center that receives more than 1000 patients a day.

Medicines for Humanity and SIG donate medicines to Yemen

JOB VACANCY
QA-QC MANAGER IN SANA�A

DESCRIPTION OF TASKS
HSE
1a Respect Griffin Energy safety rules and procedures.
1b Ensures that Griffin Energy Contractors are complying at all time with safety rules.

Duties
¥ In charge of QA-QC procedures for Griffin Energy and Griffin Security
¥ Interface with customers on all points related to QA-QC
¥ Prepare QA/QC manual, program of works, testing and inspection

acceptance forms or enclosures in conjunction to the Client scope of works
and specifications. 

¥ Prepare construction procedure, and/or, method of statement, if required by
the Client, related to site work inspection and testing operation.

¥ Interface with external Engineering Companies regarding QA-QC matters.
¥ Provide relevant procedures and instructions for Mechanical, Civil Works and

E&I departments - as per ISO 9000 standards
¥ Supervises Document Control, Engineering documentation, Project tracking

and records.
¥ Supervises QA-QC staff and activities on site(s), engage all QA-QC actions

for projects

PROFILE REQUIREMENTS
¥ Graduated Engineer in Mechanical, Civil Works or Electrical, with significant

experience (over 5 years) in QA-QC.
¥ Knowledge of Oil & Gas activities and associated standards, codes and

engineering practice.
¥ Able to work in Arabic and in English.
¥ Knowledge of Construction activities: welding, site erection, painting,

commissioning, etc..
¥ Aware of contractual aspects related to Engineering, Procurement &

Construction.
¥ Aware of safety aspects and Permit to Work constrains on site.
¥ General profile requirement and medical fitness for Griffin Energy personnel

in Sana�a, physically fitted for short trips to site(s).

Interested candidates with the above requirement and qualification should send
their full detail CV along with all supporting documents within ten
(10) days from the date of this announcement to the following email address:
jquimson@griffin-ltd.com or fax no. (01) 445-963 Sana�a.
Please mention the post you are applying for.

œ´u… ��Ib¥r ́DU¡«‹
¢FKs ßHU̧… «�uô¥U‹ «�L��b… «_±d¥JOW œ́u¢NU �Kd«̈�Os °�Ib¥r ́DU¡«‹ ��Q±Os
Å�w ±BLr îBOBUÎ �Lu™HONU °BMFU¡ ,  «��LNu¸¥W «�OLMOW .
¥LJs �Kd«̈�Os °Uù®�d«„ �w �cÁ «�LMUÆBW «��Bu‰ ́Kv «��HUÅOq ±s ßHU̧…
«�uô¥U‹ «�L��b… «_±d¥JOW °BMFU¡ ,  ¤Ë ́s ©d¥o ¦̧ßU‰ ©KV ́�d «��d¥b «ù�J�dË�w
vog.etats@aanasorh
Ë_Í «ß�HºU̧«‹ ,  «�d§U¡ «ù¢BU‰ °U�ºOb… œ«¥UÊ ËßX ́Kv «�NU¢n 2422 557 .
¥�V ¢Ib¥r «�FDU¡«‹ °Ed· ±�Jr «ùö̈‚ ±J�u» ́KOt " ¥��uÍ ́Kv ́d÷ " ±dßq
¦�v «�ºOb… œ«¥UÊ ËßX ,  ±J�V «�ªb±U‹ «�FU±W ,  «�ºHU̧… «_±d¥JOW °BMFU¡ 
�w ��d… ¤ÆBU�U «�ºÚW «�d«°FW •ºV «��uÆOX «�L�Kw ±s ¥uÂ «�º�X «�Lu«�o
œßOL�d 31 ,  8002 .

Invitation for Bids
The Embassy of the United States of America announces its invitation
to submit a proposal for customized Health Insurance for its employ-
ees in Sanaa, Republic of Yemen.

Bidders who wish to participate in this tender may get the solicitation
package from the U.S. Embassy, Sanaa, or send a request to our e-
mail address hrosanaa@state.gov.  For any queries please call 755
2241 (Ms. Dianne West).

Proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “Proposal
Enclosed” to Ms. Dianne West, General Service Office, American
Embassy – Sanaa on/before 1600 hrs local time on Saturday
December 13, 2008.

GM of SIG Hisham Al-Qubati (left) delivering the medicines to Brigadier Al-
Suunidar. 

Part of the medicies received.
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By: Mohammed Bin Sallam 

SSultan Al-Atwani is currently
Chairman of Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) and has spoken
on behalf of the opposition
coalition on various

occasions. He demands that the Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum (SCER) be reshuffled in
order to operate according to the amended
election law, stressing that all the aspects
and causes of tension and political
congestion must be cleared to help create
a positive environment for free and fair
elections. 

Al-Atwani holds the view that partial
deals with the authority have become one
of the most important obstacles to the
democratic process, adding it is necessary
for the time being to reconsider national
options, which are collectively agreed
upon by all Yemenis. These options are as
follows: the principle of national
partnership, the multi-party system, the
rule of law, equal citizenship and the
broader involvement of people in power
and decision-making. 

With regard to the upcoming
parliamentary elections, Al-Atwani has
confirmed that JMP member parties still
are committed to approving the
proportional list as an alternative to the
current electoral system. According to
him, the voting quorum at SCER must be
the majority of two-thirds of the
commission’s staff regarding issues
related with appointments, recruitments,
enactment of bylaws and approval of vote
results. 

The opposition leader has called for a
stop to all the arbitrary practices and
pressures, corruption and hostile policies
targeting political parties, unions and
civil society organizations. For further
information on what is going on in
Yemen’s political ground, the Yemen
Times met Sultan Al-Atwani, Parliament
Member of JMP, and conducted with him
the following interview. 

First, let’s discuss the electoral issue.
What is your reaction to arrangements
and procedures taken so far by the
authority as part of its preparations for
the upcoming parliamentary elections? 
We have demonstrated a clear position
about electoral arrangements and
confirmed that elections in our country
should at least meet the minimum
requirements of integrity and take place
in a safe environment. We made these
suggestions prior to the most recent
presidential and local elections in
September 2006, assuring that any
general elections must be fair and free. 

Before the presidential and local
elections of 2006, the JMP and the ruling
General People Congress (GPC) signed
the Agreement of Principles, and hoped
that such an agreement would help the
country conduct free and fair elections.
However, GPC leaders have not remained
committed to the agreement. 

When it comes to the upcoming
parliamentary elections, we attempted
early on to create a positive electoral
environment through issuing new
legislation, reforming the old election
system and reshuffling the election
management body. 

During the Parliament's sitting on last
18 August, GPC bloc and its members
breached the agreement, annulled the
proposed amendments to the election law
and formed a new SCER in a way
contravening the agreement we reached
with them. They also named individuals
to represent JMP in the SCER without
consulting the JMP member parties,
which is not in line with the principle of
political parties' right to appoint their own
representatives by themselves. 

All the procedures so far taken by the
GPC contradict the electoral legislation,
the Constitution and the norms according
to which political parties behaved during
non-election times. We therefore labeled
these procedures as illegal and any
actions by SCER or its affiliate
committees are also illegal. We clearly
declared that we would never accept any
procedure taken by the illegally-
composed SCER, and therefore have
refused to participate in voter registration
committees in order for us not to submit
to what takes place on the ground. 

Can you tell us about your demands in
this regard?
Our demands include the approval of the
proportional list, which JMP views as
fairly reflecting voters’ wills, and which
therefore may help overcome any

discrepancies faced by the electoral
process. We raised this demand after
having seen that, in the current political
situation, the single member majority
system cannot possibly reflect voters'
wills or the popularity of contesting
parties. 

The authority told us that it is difficult
to approve the proportional list for the
time being since it requires amending a
particular constitutional article, which is
impossible to be done now. It added if
there is a need to amend this article, this
must be part of a larger constitutional
amendment to be studied and later agreed
upon. 

We have heard about a joint agreement
between you and GPC to implement
particular recommendations released
by the European Union Election
Observation Mission (EUEOM). Can
you explain what happened in this
regard? 
In its report on Yemen's presidential and
local elections in September 20006,
EUEOM recommended that the
proportional list should be adopted.
Consequently, we worked harder after
those elections to execute the mutually
agreed-upon recommendations. There are
other issues related with the election
management body and voter registers.
Some of these issues were contained in
the proposed amendments to the election
law while others were not as the authority
claimed that it faced difficulty treating
those issues. 

Do you think the authority may
respond to your demands before the
upcoming elections?
We stress the necessity of annulling all
the procedures made after 18 August, if
we want to prepare well for the upcoming
electoral process. The situation seems to
have improved. And we always attempt to
improve conditions of the electoral
process and annul the post-18 August
procedures. I think that the upcoming
elections will not be conducted unless all
the requirements of free and fair elections
are met. 

Does this imply that you are going to
boycott the upcoming elections unless
the government responds to your
demands? 
We have yet to determine whether or not
we will boycott the elections. We have
said that we will not run in elections
according to GPC conditions, but neither
will we boycott in order to satisfy the
GPC. 

This means we should work harder
during the next time period to see our
demands of ensuring free and fair
elections fulfilled. 

For us, elections are our main concern.
We consider boycotting as an exceptional
matter. 

We need not be submissive to
violations and discrepancies on the
ground, we need to participate in free and
fair elections. 

Yemen's current turmoil is attributed
by the opposition to the lack of a
political will to reform a dire situation,
coupled with poor policies pursued by
the ruling party. How do you see this? 
This is a real and authentic fact because if
there is a serious political will, all
obstacles to reform will be removed and
situations will be reformed. The authority
usually delivers speeches without any
actions. It doesn't recognize what is going
wrong on the ground. Consequently,
serious political will tops the list of
conditions that are necessary to resolve
pressing problems in the nation. 

Violent acts in the southern and eastern
governorates warn of a real
catastrophe. From your viewpoint, are
the demands listed by citizens in these
governorates legal or political and
what do you think are the best solutions
to resolve these issues and safeguard
national unity? 
The crisis or the so-called issue of
southern Yemen is the result of poor
policies practiced by the ruling party and
its government. The demands raised by
military retirees in these governorates are
both legal and political, and we confirm
that those citizens are entitled to raise
such demands, be reinstated and
participate in politics. 

Dismissing citizens from their jobs,
eliminating them from politics, robbing
them of their property, exercising
corruption against them and forcing
military servants to retire all constitute a
legal violation against the right of equal
citizenship. We need to enjoy equal
citizenship and have our human rights
protected. Every citizen has the right to

lead a peaceful and free life. 
What happened is that government

officials don't recognize what is taking
place on the ground. They don't admit that
there is a crisis, nor do they care about
suggesting workable solutions to this
crisis. They only paid attention to the
behavior of some protestors who raised a
flag of the former state of South Yemen
and a picture of a former leader in that
state, and therefore labeled them as
secessionists. However, those protestors
clamor for justice and equal citizenship,
an issue we side with.  

We called for suggesting solutions to
this crisis but the government did not
interact with our claims. Regretfully, the
authority only deals with the real
secession advocates: Habtour, Shabtour
and Hantour – hinting to pro-government
figures from southern governorates. The
authority only communicates with these
irresponsible individuals and dialogue
with them and ignores the role of political
parties that are really concerned about
settling the crisis. 

The primary reason why the authority
refuses to dialogue with political parties
is that they call for carrying out
comprehensive reforms. 

Is the government serious to end the
Sa'ada crisis or does it intend to have
Sa'ada calm until the elections end and
then resume the war? And what is JMP
position about this crisis? 

At the very begging, the JMP
suggested that the Sa'ada crisis be
resolved by peaceful means according to
the Constitution and law. We have been
opposing the Sa'ada war since it first
broke out. JMP insisted that the crisis
should be settled without weapons and
that the government must not confront
any misconduct or illegal actions by
Houthis with military and security troops.
Such a problem should have been solved
by the Constitution. 

During the first Sa'ada war, which
erupted four years ago, we called for a
stop to the fighting; however, the
authority saw us as being pro-Houthi
since we didn't back its position. In fact,
we do not support either the Houthis or
the government. We supported efforts to
cease the war, and called for ending it as
soon as it erupted. 

In addition, we called for the formation
of a national committee to be in charge of
putting an end to the war and treating its
impacts. But under the Qatari
government's supervision, the
government and Houthis reached a deal,
by which a Yemeni-Qatari committee was
formed to end the war and treat its
consequences. I was a member of this
committee in mid-2007 when gunfire
ceased and practical procedures were
taken on the ground. 

After the Qatari officials withdrew, the
committee halted its operations, but the
ceasefire agreement reached between the
government and Houthis lasted up until
the final days of 2007. Later on, we were
surprised to see that the war had resumed.
In early 2008, both sides of the conflict
signed the second Doha-brokered deal.
Although we didn't learn about the
content or terms of this deal, we
applauded all the efforts that led to this
peace deal and put an end to the fighting. 

When the fifth Sa'ada war broke out, it
was fiercer than the previous ones,
according to information we obtained. A
surprise decision was taken to end the
war, and we said that halting the fighting
must be given precedence over other
issues in order to prevent further
bloodshed and the killing of citizens and
troops. We applauded this effort to end
the war once again, but worried about the
lack of guarantees to ensure that clashes
didn't resume. We hope that both sides

remain committed to the ceasefire
agreement in order for clashes not to
break out once again. 

As confirmed, there are forces that fuel
the fighting according to foreign plans
that want Yemen to experience endless
crises. How do you see this? 
I uphold this deduction since resumption
of the war after it ceases at a particular
time point is the result of efforts
expended by war brokers to thwart any
positive steps taken to end the war. The
Sa'ada war actually exhausted many
resources and killed numerous people:
War brokers were the only beneficiaries
from it. Both sides concerned are required
to understand well that harboring war
brokers and covering their opportunistic
plots will destroy the whole nation. 

Terrorism continues to grow in Yemen
amid poor security. Who do you think
provides funds to terrorists in Yemen?
Are there any foreign conspiracies
targeting Yemen's stability? 
Terrorism has become a troublesome
phenomenon both at the local and
international level. In my opinion, growth
and expansion of such a phenomenon
seems to have relation with a horrible
criminal plot that receives funding from
inside and outside Yemen. I also believe
that there are foreign players that don't
want Yemen to stabilize. And due to its
geographic location and prominent role in
enhancing regional security, Yemen
turned to be the cornerstone of terrorism. 

It is no wonder that conspiracies from
in and outside the country target Yemen’s
stability, and there are many individuals
who support terrorism to retaliate against
their political opponents, which is
irresponsible behavior. It is often said that
deals and negotiations usually take place
among terrorists, al-Qaeda comrades or
members of the Islamic Aden-Abyan
Army. This phenomenon must be fought. 

As we heard, the recent attack on the
U.S. Embassy in Sana'a disclosed links
between the attackers and violent acts in
Saudi Arabia. 

This problem needs to be settled before
it worsens. I think that security problems
must be publicized and disclosed in order
for people to be aware of them and avoid
their threats. 

The issue of national security must be
the collective responsibility of all Yemeni
people and their government and the
latter must not deal with this issue with
high confidentiality. We don't know about
any security agreements our government
has signed with foreign parties. 

Once interviewed by the Yemen Times,
a former Yemeni interior minister
revealed that the government
indifferently accepted the entry of
nearly 34,000 Arab Afghans, sent by
former Saudi intelligence officer Turki
Al-Faisal to stand against the Socialist
Party or the so-called communists. Is
the government accountable for
hosting these terrorist groups? 
Surely, I believe that the government is
responsible for adopting these groups.
During the Afghan war, the government
learned about all those who went to
Afghanistan to fight against the Russians,
and all of whom were militants as viewed
by the government in response to
American demands. The then U.S.
administration provided funding to
governments and encouraged them to
send their citizens to fight against the
Russians. 
Following the birth of the Taliban
movement and the 9/11 terrorist attacks
on the U.S. in 2001, those citizens turned
out to be real terrorists even in the eyes of
their governments that began treating
them according to the American concept
of fighting terrorism, which is why they
comprised terrorist groups. 

Some of these people became involved
in a government security plan to confront
the Socialist Party and other political
opponents while others remained to
operate alone. 

I think that IDs of all those who
participated in the Afghan War are

recorded in the security authorities'
agendas. Bandar Bin Sultan and Turki Al-
Faisal, Saudi officials, are the main
sponsors of any plots carried out by
terrorist groups in Yemen. 

I see no difference between those
groups and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Thousands of Yemenis receive funding
from foreign parties, be they those sent by
Turki Al-Faisal to Yemen or others who
were working in Yemen. I don't care
about their names. 

I only care about how they get the
funds and the agencies that facilitate their
transfer to them. 

The combination of government service
and trade activities is said to be
responsible for rampant corruption in
Yemen. Which means do you see are
the best to fight corruption? 
I don't think that corruption is
symptomatic of mismanagement and lack
of transparency. 

The combination of government service
and trade at the same time is one of the
primary causes of corruption. The spread
of corruption contravenes the
Constitution. According to the
Constitution, government officials, within
the top four ranks in the state's job ladder,
are not allowed to exercise trade activities
even through their children. Apparently,
these officials are not satisfied with their
senior government jobs, and therefore
tend to control other commercial
businesses and deprive citizens of good
living. 

Amid the absence of accountability in
appointments for government jobs, we
see that the government excludes 'clean-
hand' candidates and give the jobs to
corrupt individuals and relatives, which is
the main reason why corruption has
become rampant in all the state's
institutions. What makes the phenomenon
worsen is that Yemen doesn't have a fair
and honest judicial system, coupled with
the lack of courts and prosecutions
specializing in fighting corruption. 

During the reign of former Yemeni
President Ibrahim Al-Hamdi, the cabinet
established finance and accounting
department, plus auditing committees, a
positive step that helped the state's
general revenues increase unexpectedly.
This achievement is the direct result of
having political will. Within a short time
period, Al-Hamdi raised the state's
revenues, reduced corruption to the
minimum possible level and reformed
corrupt servants by the law. 

These days, we never hear that a
corrupt official was referred for
questioning and interrogation even after
being convicted of corruption charges.
Most of the reports on corruption by the
Central Organization for Control and
Audit (COCA) disappear in drawers,
which is a primary reason why corruption
has turned out to be an immense threat to
Yemen's development in various areas. 

In the past, you said that having a
parliamentary system would be
effective to reform the government.
Now, do you favor the parliamentary
or presidential system? 
We presented our viewpoint in this regard
to reform the whole political system and
the government, given that the system of
governance is the main approach to
political reforms. 

We still hold the view that the
parliamentary system is the best to help
Yemen get rid of its current turmoil and
this subject is under discussion. If the
majority of Yemeni educated elites say
there is another system better than the
parliamentary one, we will adopt it. 

However, we see that the parliamentary
system is the best as it may help separate
the three authorities (legislative,
executive and judiciary) from each other,
enhance accountability and have
Parliament control the Central Bank of
Yemen. This system doesn't exempt
anyone from questioning and
accountability. 

Do you have any final comment? 
I thank your newspaper for being highly
concerned about pressing issues in the
nation. 

I would like to reiterate that Yemen is
undergoing numerous crises in various
areas, and such crises are no longer
invisible. 

In the JMP, we see national dialogues
and consultations as the best and most
effective means to tackle pressing issues
and alleviate people's sufferings, as well
as enhance justice, freedoms and equal
citizenship.
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JMP Chairman Sultan Al-Atwani to the Yemen Times:

“The government doesn’t recognize 
what is going wrong on the ground”

JMP Chairman Sultan Al-Atwani

The combination of gov-
ernment service and
trade at the same time is
one of the primary caus-
es of corruption

When it comes to the
upcoming parliamentary
elections, we attempted
early on to create a posi-
tive electoral environ-
ment through issuing
new legislation, reform-
ing the old election sys-
tem and reshuffling the
election management
body. 

Terrorism has become a
troublesome phenome-
non both at the local and
international level.
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HRIS Administration Position # 0401
Location @ Sana'a Office

Job Duties:

a. Responsible for the entering and updating of all HR national employees data 
within all locations in Abra, and ensuring the integrity of the information in Abra.
And creates new Job codes for new positions in Abra. Ensures the accuracy of the 
Job codes and it reflects what is in the job matrix, work force plan and the IDP.

b. Creates ECNs (Employee Notice Change) for Sana’a new hires, promotions, 
transfers.  This requires liaison with relevant HR sections and locations.

c. Responsible for ensuring employee exits check lists are completed for all 
company locations and alerting the Senior HR Supervisor prior to employee 
departure wherever possible.

d. Manages the Leave Tracking System which includes creating new hire data and
removing terminated employees as well as tracking transfers and promotions. As 
well as training all newly hired or promoted Sana’a managers/supervisors on the 
individual leave policy criteria and the Leave Tracking system itself.  Conducts 
annual audits of the leave tracking system to ensure the information is accurate 
and produces annual reports.

e. Distributes and collects signed annual contract renewals for Expatriates Medical 
Provider companies. Maintenance of accurate contact details for all member 
participant and service companies. Prepares new contracts as required and 
provides support to Finance to ensure prompt payment of medical bills to 
hospitals.

f. Maintains the national patient list for Sana’a based employees. Distribute families’ 
lists to the contracted hospitals in Sana’a in addition to the monthly updates.

g. Maintains the Abra Workforce Connection system, by creating login IDs, resolving 
login problems and training Sana’a employees on how to use the system.

h. Assists the HRIS Specialist in implementing any new system that includes: Data 
input, preparing the necessary information and lists, distributing information, 
employees and managers training and orientation on HRIS databases.

i. Administers the personnel and subject files in Sana’a.
j. Creates ad-hoc crystal reports and modifies existing reports as required.
k. Issues company confirmation letters to national employees as required. 
l. Responsible for conducting a weekly stationary order for HR department.

Minimum Requirements:

a. Bachelor's degree in Business Administration, Human Resources or 
equivalent.

b. Minimum of 3 years experience in an administrative role within a busy 
department preferably in HR Information Systems area in large organization.

c. Experience in HRIS Application & Crystal Reports or other reporting databases 
is as asset preferred. Knowledge of Lotus Notes and/or other data base 
applications is an asset. Good computer skills (Excel, Word) and abilities.

d. Strong command of the English and Arabic language, both verbal and written.
e. Ability to travel and stay in company remote fields whenever business requires.

! To Apply for this Job please apply to: Recruiting _ yemsana@nexeninc.com
! Applications should be submitted NO later than November 23rd, 2008 Faxed applications will not be 

considered.
! Only short listed candidates will be contacted.

Nexen is a Canadian-based, global energy company growing value responsibly. We are strategically positioned in the North Sea, 
deep-water Gulf of Mexico, Middle East, offshore West Africa and the Canadian Athabasca oil sands, We offer  attractive Benefits 
& compensation package with a great focus on individual training & development. Our job opportunities at two projects. Canadian 

Nexen Petroleum Yemen - Masila (Block14) & Canadian Petroleum Yemen East Al-Hajr (Block51).

Get a 32� LCD TV when buying
a vehicle during this period

Get a 32� LCD TV when
buying a vehicle during

this period

Warranty for 3 years or 60,000 kms.
Maintenance and spare parts are available.

Warranty for 3 years or 60,000 kms.
Maintenance and spare parts are available.

Get a 32� LCD TV when buying a
vehicle during this period

Warranty for 3 years or 60,000 kms.
Maintenance and spare parts are available.



By: Ahmad Othman 

BBoycotting the
u p c o m i n g
p a r l i a m e n t a r y
elections seems to
be a compulsory

decision taken by Joint Meeting
Parties, as well as a bitter option
the opposition coalition bravely
selected for the sake of homeland.
In aloud voice, JMP disclosed its
decision to boycott the upcoming,
however, the electorate is

suggesting that JMP should
conciliate with the ruling party
and its government as they don't
know what will be I their favor. 

By boycotting the elections,
the opposition coalition will
make numerous achievements
in the long and short terms.
Most importantly, JMP will
throw the ball to the field of
people, who are concerned with
the matter and should stand
against the will of single and
permanent player in this field,
which is the ruling General
People's Congress (GPC). 

"Why is the opposition
boycotting the elections?" is an
important question JMP should
answer with monotonous details
through its popular dialogues,
publications and meetings with
the public. The answer to this
question needs to be changed
into a multi-faced cultural and

political strategy in order for the
ordinary citizens to understand
that the opposition coalition
decided to boycott the upcoming
elections for their sake, and to
increase their value in this
homeland. These citizens will
have understood that the coalition
did not decide to boycott the
upcoming elections for the sake
of political parties or groups. 

It is insufficient to address this
message (Why did JMP decided
to boycott the elections) to the
educated elite, the ruler or the
international community, as the
primary challenge relates with
how this message can be
delivered to the ordinary citizens
with the intention of enabling
them to learn how to practice
their democratic right t and
defend their interests collectively. 

The source of the problem: 
Delivering the above-said
message is a very difficult task,
however, it is great and necessary
in order to inform the ordinary
citizens about all the direct and
indirect risks related with the
election, particularly as those

citizens still view the election as
an affair that doesn't concern
them, and therefore they needn't
involve themselves in the issue.
This is the primary source of the
problem.

No wonder that elections are
the spirit of democracy, however,
boycotting the elections amid
irresponsible experience and
dominance of GPC constitutes an
urgent necessity to rescue the
nation and draw citizens'
attention to what is going wrong
with our democratic experience.
Like a hunger strike, boycotting
the elections is a legal means to
protest against violations, which a
particular political party commits
against homeland. 

The decision to boycott the
upcoming parliamentary elections
is the only way to reform dire
situations nationwide and draw
citizens' attention toward what is
going wrong with Yemen's
democracy. 

The job of national parties is
nothing more than establishing
evidence of what is wrong for
people and help them learn about
a potential collapse threatening

all the so far reached
achievements. Citizens needn't
listen or consider rumors that any
parties boycotting the lections
will lose. When the national
achievements are threatened,
there will be no feasibility of
calculating victories and losses as
political parties do. The job of
national groups is to sacrifice for
the sake of people and public
interests. 

It doesn't matter that parties
may lose or sacrifice. These
parties should do their best for the
sake of Yemeni people. How
people, homeland and democracy
can benefit from rigged elections
that only help the "democratic
nightmare" survive for a longer
time period and promote
corruption. 

When JMP boycotts the
election with a good spirit, this
means that it said the right before
an irresponsible ruler. By sticking
to its decision to boycott the
election, JMP will lay the
foundation of building a strong
and modern Yemen. 

Source: Al-Sahwa weekly
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IIt has been ten years since we first started
the education page in the Yemen Times.
Led by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu, English
Associate professor at the University of
Science and Technology, the idea started to

fill a gap for Yemeni youth, especially university
students, aspiring to improve their English.

Ten years have passed since then and there has
been enormous feedback, as well as many
contributions from students and readers. Although
many of the educational materials are written by
non-Yemeni professors, those who benefit are
mostly Yemenis.

The education page, which today is a monthly
supplement, aims at creating a platform for
Yemenis to learn more about English, education
and to interact with each other, especially as
university communities. 

The "Improve your English" series, today a
pack of 321 lessons, is a comprehensive wealth of
educational materials for middle level English
students on grammar, linguistics, phrases and
idioms and many other English language skills.
We plan to publish it in a booklet format and make
it available at a discounted price as a package to
English language students in Yemeni universities
and all interested.

We also plan to expand the education
supplement to include more interactive features
and perhaps competitions between university
colleges around the country.

However, the most exciting point is that the
number of readers among the Yemeni youth is
increasing rapidly. They understand that English
is an important language and even their ticket to a
better and global career. This is why we are
encouraged to take this service further for the sake
of youths' development and the country's
prosperity as a whole. 

Finally, all our gratitude to Dr. Sahu who has
been the man behind this project, and who has
given it his uttermost, even in the darkest hours
and when he was very ill. As we celebrate the
supplement’s ten years anniversary, we hope that
we continue to provide and inform in a
professional way, to fulfill the newspaper's
founder's dream for Yemen through the Yemen
Times: "To make Yemen a good world citizen".

By: Hassan Abbas Antar

EEvents proceed at a
rapid rhythm and the
Election Day gets
nearer and nearer
while other parties in

the political game are still in a state
of growing controversy and
exchange of accusations over
various political issues, particularly
those related with reforming the
election system and implementing
agreed-upon amendments. 

The opposition did not expect
that the ruling General People's
Congress (GPC) would continue
endorsing the old election law. At
this point, the arguable matter is
that how Parliament members
should vote for and approve a law,
which is already placed into effect
without being amended, while the
ruling party continues to take
further steps until it reached the
phase of naming members of voter
register review and correction
committees. 

Until the moment, it is
impossible for anyone to predict
how the next developments in the

political scene will look like.
However, through the most recent
political developments and
interactions, we can draw an
approximate picture of what will
happen in the near future. 

Joint Meeting Parties (JMP),
known as the major opposition
coalition in Yemen, insist that the
old election system must be
amended, and the proposed
amendments include approving the
proportional list, purifying the voter
register from any legal violations
and receiving a soft copy of the
voter register after being reviewed
and corrected. The opposition
parties, which the Supreme
Commission for Election and
Referendum (SCER) has promised
to give a soft copy of the corrected
voter registers since the most recent
presidential and local elections in
September 2006, also threatens to
boycott the upcoming
parliamentary elections and
undertake several protesting actions
and activities. 

A unified position
The one, who reads or hears

speeches of opposition parties,
most notably the Islamist Islah
Party, may suspect that boycotting
the elections has become a well-
studied option and executable. But
in fact, the idea of boycotting the
elections is nothing more a type of
political representation meant to
demonstrate a unified position of
the various JMP member parties
that have various rightist and leftist
orientations. 

Concessions in exchange for
participation
In addition, the idea of boycotting
the elections is meant to increase
pressure on the ruling party and
press it to make some concessions
in exchange of participating in the
elections. Undoubtedly, the ruling
party realizes how important it is to
have the opposition parties
participate in the upcoming
elections. It realizes well what the
consequence would look like if
JMP member parties boycotted the
elections. 

The ruling party admits that it
will face internal and foreign
embarrassment that may cause the

vote results lose its credibility in
case the opposition parties boycott
the elections. It also admits that
local and international pressures on
the regime will be on the rise in
event the ruling party runs in the
elections alone. 

Therefore, GPC is currently
working harder to persuade even
some of the effective opposition
parties to participate in the
upcoming elections in order to add
legitimacy to the electoral process
on the basis of already known vote
result. 

As GPC will be hurt if JMP
boycotts the elections, the latter
will be hurt more than the former,
particularly in event its opposition
was proved passive and ineffective. 

The most recent initiative made
by President Saleh, which
suggested presenting the proposed
amendments to the election law
once again to Parliament and
recomposing SCER by adding JMP
representatives, hasn't met JMP's
expectations. The opposition
coalition primarily focuses on
correcting the voter register, getting
a soft copy of it and  approving the

proportional list before reshuffling
SCER. 

Nobody can rule out potential
deals between both sides to reach a
compromise in the days to come,
particularly as the previous
electoral processes saw numerous
deals of this kind. The JMP
members fear that one of them may
decide to participate in the
elections, thereby hurting other
allies in the coalition. 

Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP)
admits how much it will cost it if it
boycotts the elections like it did in
1997. And, the Islah Party admits
that boycotting the elections means
that the next Parliament formation
will include no one of its
representatives. Other parties in the
opposition coalition admit that
retaining the old formula of the
voter register and the election
system will lead to a landslide
victory for the ruling party.
Consequently, the days to come
may see unprecedented political
surprises in the form of deals in
exchange for cessions and the likes. 

Source: Al-Tagheer.com

Education, education
and English education

If more meaningful change is to
be made in respect for human
rights, the daily violations against
the rights of ordinary citizens have
to be addressed. 
This means introducing new
values through education and re-
education. One clear target is to
train law-enforcement agencies
and officers on the rights of
citizens and how to respect them.
Another has to do with re-training
of prison wardens and personnel.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times
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The opposition: Between boycotting
and postponing the elections

By: Ahmad Al-Hubeishi 

IIn his valuable study on the
position of some Islamist
groups in the west, which was
published by the Al-Arabi, a
Kuwaiti magazine, in May

1992, the Islamic Thinker Hussein
Ahmad Amin established a historical
comparison between this position
and other similar positions in other
religions. He pointed out that the his-
torical experiences signaled the
emergence of solitary religious
groups in several communities. 

The author added that these
groups intend to close the doors
before them, live in isolated places
and avoid liberalism or communica-
tion with scientific and intellectual
currents seen by their communities at
various times. 

Amin clarifies his idea in detail,
saying, "This is what has happened
in the Islamic world at the very

beginning of the 1930s when
Islamist groups began promoting a
call, which is totally different from
that of Islamic moderators, and also
known as followers of Tahtawi and
Mohammed Abdu. They view those
moderators as heralds, who promote
westernism and secularism as they
don't criticize the western values, but
rather impersonated them for Islam." 

Amin adds, "Generating their ini-
tial support from the Muslim
Brotherhood Movement, those
Islamist groups went on to say that
Islam alone is able to confront the
above-said challenges without any
need to get quotes from other civi-
lizations. However, they only suc-
ceeded in highlighting some points
and issues they focused on and
repeated many times. By these
issues, I mean usury and bank inter-
ests, appearance of women in public
and birth control. They avoided
using methodologies of scientific

and historical researches in human
sciences." According to those
groups, the concept of knowledge
and information is stable and immor-
talized, thus producing there find-
ings: 

First: According to these Islamist
groups, knowledge is no longer a
creative and dynamic element in the
field of intellectualism. As a result,
this contributes to repressing any
free intellectual activity under the
pretext that it violates the Salafi ide-
ology. 

Second: Viewing knowledge as a
closed and fixed circle makes it diffi-
cult for one to accept or create new
knowledge unless it is documented
in the old Salafi thought. 

Third: The means of acquiring
knowledge is to compile it from
ancestors' books or any modern
books with cited quotes from the
ancestors'. These groups don't pro-
mote excerpting experiences and free

thinking. All these consequences
produced a wrong picture among
non-Muslims that Islam will have no
prosperous future as long as it is
unable to cope with developments.   

In this context, Dr. Ishaq Al-
Husseini in his book "Muslim
Brothers" and Ghazi Al-Tawba in his
book "Contemporary Islamic
Thought" noted that Hassan Al-
Banna, Abdulqader Awda and Sayed
Qutb, who were assassinated or exe-
cuted, were more adherent to
Salafism and desirous of violence.

Liberal approach to modern
though
On the contrary, the Brotherhood
School in Syria, represented by
Mustafa Al-Sayai, Mohammed Al-
Mubarak and Maaruf Al-Dawalibi,
demonstrated a liberal approach
toward the modern thought. Both Al-
Sayai and Al-Mubarak participated
in the parliamentary elections in the

1950s and led the Islamic Socialist
Front at the Syrian Parliament in
1959. 

The Top Guide of Muslim
Brothers in Syria authored his
famous book "Socialism of Islam" in
the same year. The Jordanian School,
however, moved toward violence in
the 1950s following the crackdown
on Muslim Brothers in Egypt over an
assassination attempt against former
Egyptian President Jamal
Abdulnaser in 1954. 

At that time, Taqi Addin Al-
Nabhani founded what was called
"Islamic Liberal Party", stressing the
necessity of establishing the
Caliphate State before reforming the
political, economic and social situa-
tions in the country. Other various
groups, derived from the Muslim
Brotherhood Movement, moved
toward thinking and violence.   

Source: 14October.com

Knowledge is not a closed and fixed Salafi circle (1)

Why is the opposition boycotting
the upcoming elections?
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Al-Sahwa.net, affiliated with the
Islah Party
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2008 

Top Stories 
- Ibb-based JMP branch holds broad

meeting to activate efforts of boy-
cotting voter registration committees

- Head of Islah Party parliamentary
bloc: Government has no humanitar-
ian actions toward Hadramout catas-
trophe 

- JMP sticks to reforming the election
system 

Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) has
stressed the necessity of carrying out
all-out election reforms as a positive
step toward peaceful and democratic
change, the website reported, adding
that during its regular meeting, the
opposition coalition stated it would
struggle in order to amend the election
law according to the Agreement of
Principles it signed with the ruling
General People’s Congress (GPC) and
the European Union Election
Observation Mission. 

JMP further stressed that it would do
its best to eliminate all illegitimate pro-
cedures taken by the ruling party
regarding elections and approve a new
draft election law which includes rec-
ommendations of EUEOM, Agreement
of Principles, as well as real represen-
tation of women. 

According to the website, in its
report on Yemen's presidential and

local elections in September 20006,
EUEOM recommended that the pro-
portional list should be adopted.
Consequently, we worked harder after
those elections to execute the mutually
agreed-upon recommendations. There
are other issues related with the elec-
tion management body and voter regis-
ters. Some of these issues were con-
tained in the proposed amendments to
the election law while others not as the
authority claimed that it faced difficul-
ty treating those issues. 

The opposition parties also empha-
sized the necessity of annulling all the
procedures made after August 18, if
Yemen wants to prepare well for the
upcoming electoral process. Situations
seem to have improved. “And we
always attempt to improve conditions
of the electoral process and annul the
post-August 18 procedures. I think that
the upcoming elections will not be
conducted unless all the requirements
of free and fair elections are satisfied,”
the JMP chairman, Sultan Al-Atwani
said.  

All the procedures so far taken by
GPC contradict the electoral legisla-
tion, the Constitution and the norms
according to which political parties
behaved during non-election times. Al-
Atwani noted, “We therefore labeled
these procedures as illegal and any
actions taken by SCER or its affiliate
committees are illegal too. We clearly
declared that we never accept any pro-
cedure taken by the illegally-composed
SCER, and therefore refused to partic-
ipate in the voter registration commit-
tees in order for us not to look as sub-
missive to what takes place on the
ground.”  

Al-Motamar.net, affiliated with the
General People’s Congress (GPC)
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2008 

Top Stories 
- International community praises

government’s effort in assisting
affected residents 

- President Saleh praises responsible
cooperation with disaster-affected
areas 

- SCER doesn’t rule out JMP’s
involvement in voter registration
staff 

Member of the Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum (SCER) Abedu Al-Janadi
said that staff of the voter registration
committees, formed from the educa-
tion sector to revise and correct voter
registers undoubtedly has their politi-
cal and party affiliation, the website
reported. “We don’t rule out that the
voter registration staff involve mem-
bers, who are either Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) members or sympathiz-
ers. 

Al-Janadi affirmed that members
from the opposition coalition are pres-
ent in those committees or ready to
take part in carrying out the process of
revising voter registers as they are
from education employees before their
being party members. 

Meanwhile the main committees
began on Sunday receiving heads and

members of the sub-committees of
men and women to be in charge of the
process of revising voter registers that
is scheduled to begin on the 11th of
November.  

On the other hand, member of the
SCER Dr Mohammed Abdullah Al-
Siyani said the, main committees
would begin Tuesday to replace the
absent members from a standby list. 

On a side note, the website reported
that Assistant Secretary General of the
General people's Congress (GPC) Dr
Ahmed Ubaid Bin Daghr expressed
last week his regret that leaders of the
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) have lost
the ability to distinguish between the
right and wrong, thereby claiming
responsibility for only what is right,
while reality and history belie day by
day the results they have reached or are
going to reach. 

Commenting on statements by YSP
Secretary General Dr Yassin Saeed
Nouman, Bin Daghr said, " The social-
ists have considered themselves as rep-
resentatives of the south and by that
they do not only deny the right of the
President who received the support of
the majority of the south in the elec-
tions of 2006 or the MPs representing
the people of the south local councilors
elected by sons of the south but they
also deny the right of their partners
JMP and all the national force,s some
of which were supported to represent
sons of the south."

Bin Daghr addressed Nouman by
saying that those who represent the
sons of the south are their representa-
tives at the parliament and the
President is whom the sons of the
south had granted their votes in the

presidential elections, adding that sons
of the south did not vote for the presi-
dential candidate of JMP, a suspicious
alliance, YSP is affiliated with. Bin
Daghr added that the YSP contested in
the local elections and before them the
parliamentary ones, and any votes it
won reflect the size of support and
popularity it enjoys on the ground. 

26September.net, affiliated with
Yemeni Army 
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2008 

Top Stories 
- Government to meet with donors to

discuss reconstruction of flood-hit
areas 

Under chairmanship of Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic Affairs
and Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation AbdulKarim
Al-Arhabi, the government is expected
to hold on Thursday a meeting with the
donors to discuss the mobilization of
the financial resources for facing the
damage caused by the floods in
Hadramout, Al-Mahrah and lately in
Hodeidah, the website reported in its
lead story. 

According to the website, Several
representatives of international donors
and the Gulf donors' funds in Yemen
will attend the meeting, Director-gen-
eral of International Cooperation,
Nabil Shaiban told 26 September Net. 

The meeting acquired more impor-

tance as Shaiban expressed for it will
review the survey's results carried out
by the United Nations in assessing the
urgent humanitarian needs in the
flood-prone areas, in addition to dis-
cussing the survey's results carried out
by the World Bank (WB) with regard
to damage caused by the floods on the
infrastructures, facilities and
housings.

The meeting will assess the size of
the general damage and identify the
steps to collect the financial resources
so as to proceed the reconstruction
process in the flood- prone areas,
Shaiban added.

On a side note, the website reported
that the government reviewed in its
cabinet's meeting held on Tuesday
transport minister's report on situation
of ground, air and marine transport in
Yemen. 

The cabinet formed a committee of
concerned ministers to study the report
and inform the cabinet about the out-
come reached by efforts to settle diffi-
culties and obstacles facing transport
sector in order to improve it. 

The report included inclusive analy-
sis to the current situation of transport
sector, mechanisms of its work, meas-
ures and projects in transport field and
obstacles and difficulties facing it as
well as future intentions for improving
it according inclusive prospective. 

The cabinet also approved mecha-
nism suggested by the ministerial com-
mittee for distributing wheat assistance
provided by the United Arab Emirates
to Yemen. The cabinet approved dis-
tributing this assistance to all cases
affiliated with social care across the
country.

By: Jean-Michel Severino

IIt is now halfway to the target
date of 2015 for the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) –
the ambitious blueprint, backed
by the entire development

community, for development in the
world’s poorest countries. In the wake
of the global financial crisis, which is
about to hit the developing world, it is
time to ask the right questions about the
international community’s
commitment to achieving these goals. 

Sadly, we know that most countries
will not meet the objectives by 2015.
And the global food and financial
crises threaten to stymie recent
progress. If the global poverty
reduction target is met, it will be due to
high growth in emerging countries
such as China or India rather than to a
decline in absolute poverty in the

neediest countries. 
This is worrisome, because it is a

symptom of two more significant ills.
First, the international community
seems to be suffering from
schizophrenia: whereas all countries
solemnly affirmed their commitment to
the MDGs, few have provided the
means to achieve them. The reality is
that aid increased only slightly over the
2000-2006 period: because of massive
debt write-offs, the substantial increase
in official development assistance did
not translate into new and available
funds on the ground. 

The MDGs were meant to help
international solidarity move from a
logic of inputs (how much aid do we
give?) to one of outputs (what concrete
impact are we aiming for?). But with
deliverable aid levels remaining
practically constant, and given strong
population growth, notably in Africa,

the international community has not
given itself sufficient means to reach its
ambitious targets. 

Second, this poor performance
shows how short-sighted the
international community can be.
Global responsibility to assist
developing nations goes far beyond the
MDGs – in both time and scale. The
pace of sustainable development is
necessarily slow. In areas such as
health or education, the acceleration
needed to meet the targets in many
countries would be faster than anything
we have witnessed in history. While
more action is needed to accelerate
progress, a failure to achieve the
MDGs by 2015 would not mean that
they are worthless, or that aid is
inefficient. Achieving these goals is an
important step on the slow path to
lasting development. 

Thus, by focusing on the (arbitrary)

date of 2015, we fail to perceive the
fundamental change that the MDGs
represent. By aiming for targets that are
far out of reach of the poorest
countries’ public finances, the
international community has agreed to
substitute itself for those states in
providing essential social services
through long-term financial transfers. 

The current global inequalities in
living standards are close to those that
existed within our own societies over a
century ago. Globalization has
generated a new global market, but also
global risks that beg for collective
management. No single economic
space has ever been created without the
parallel establishment of solidarity
mechanisms to handle these risks and
care for those left behind. 

What is at stake with the MDGs is
the creation on a global scale of the
same sort of public redistribution

mechanisms that were progressively
established in the world’s richest
societies over the course of the
twentieth century. As most of today’s
financial, environmental, or sanitary
crises are unpredictable and ignore
borders, it is in everyone’s interest to
create a global “social safety net” that
will span an indefinite period of time. 

If we accept the logic behind the
more pragmatic and ambitious
philosophy of international aid that
underpins the United Nations’
“Millennium Declaration,” we must
quickly adapt our instruments to ensure
more sustainable and predictable
modes of financing. This is one of the
main aims of global taxation
mechanisms, such as the International
Finance Facility initiative and the
Airplane Tax. We also need
instruments that are better suited to
delivery of long-term international

transfers. Finally, we must find ways to
nurture stronger and more vigorous
economic growth, a prerequisite to
solid investment in social sectors. 

Beyond the MDGs semi-success or
semi-failure by 2015, the key question
is whether the international community
will be able to overcome its myopia
and schizophrenia. It must accept the
idea of a long-term international
redistribution policy to assist those
who are excluded from the benefits of
globalization, and give itself the means
to implement this ambitious policy.
Otherwise, any success in the battle on
poverty is bound to be short-lived.  

Jean-Michel Severino is CEO of the
French Development Agency and a
member of
www.ideasfordevelopment.org. 
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2008. 
www.project-syndicate.org

Development beyond 2015

By: Naomi Wolf

IIs this the Age of the Conspiracy
Theory? Plenty of evidence
suggests that we are in
something of a golden age for
citizen speculation,

documentation, and inference that
takes shape – usually on the Internet –
and spreads virally around the globe. In
the process, conspiracy theories are
pulled from the margins of public
discourse, where they were generally
consigned in the past, and sometimes
into the very heart of politics. 

I learned this by accident. Having
written a book about the hijacking of
executive power in the United States in
the Bush years, I found myself, in
researching new developments,
stumbling upon conversations online
that embrace narratives of behind-the-
scenes manipulation. 

There are some major themes. A
frequent one in the US is that global
elites are plotting – via the Bilderberg
Group and the Council on Foreign
Relations, among others – to establish
a “One World Government” dominated
by themselves rather than national
governments. Sometimes, more
folkloric details come into play,
broadening the members of this cabal

to include the Illuminati, the
Freemasons, Rhodes Scholars, or, as
always, the Jews. 

The hallmarks of this narrative are
familiar to anyone who has studied the
transmission of certain story categories
in times of crisis. In literary terms, this
conspiracy theory closely resembles
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion ,
featuring secretive global elite with
great power and wicked aims.
Historically, there tends to be the same
set of themes: fearsome, uncontrolled
transformative change led by educated,
urbanized cosmopolitans. 

Students of Weimar Germany know
that sudden dislocations and shocks –
rapid urbanization, disruption of
traditional family and social ties,
loosening of sexual restrictions, and
economic collapse – primed many
Germans to become receptive to
simplistic theories that seemed to
address their confusion and offer a
larger meaning to their suffering. 

Similarly, the “9/11 Truth
Movement” asserts that al-Qaeda’s
attack on the Twin Towers was an
“inside job.” In the Muslim world,
there is a widespread conspiracy theory
that the Israelis were behind those
attacks, and that all Jews who worked
in the buildings stayed home that day. 

Usually, conspiracy theories surface
where people are poorly educated and
a rigorous independent press is lacking.
So why are such theories gaining
adherents in the US and other affluent
democracies nowadays? 

Today’s explosion of conspiracy
theories has been stoked by the same
conditions that drove their acceptance
in the past: rapid social change and
profound economic uncertainty. A
clearly designated “enemy” with an
unmistakable “plan” is psychologically
more comforting than the chaotic
evolution of social norms and the
workings – or failures – of unfettered
capitalism. And, while conspiracy
theories are often patently irrational,
the questions they address are often
healthy, even if the answers are
frequently unsourced or just plain
wrong. 

In seeking answers, these citizens
are reacting rationally to irrational
realities. Many citizens believe, rightly,
that their mass media are failing to
investigate and document abuses.
Newspapers in most advanced
countries are struggling or folding, and
investigative reporting is often the first
thing they cut. Concentration of media
ownership and control further fuels
popular mistrust, setting the stage for

citizen investigation to enter the
vacuum. 

Likewise, in an age when corporate
lobbyists have a free hand in shaping –
if not drafting – public policies, many
people believe, again rightly, that their
elected officials no longer represent
them. Hence their impulse to believe in
unseen forces. 

Finally, even rational people have
become more receptive to certain
conspiracy theories because, in the last
eight years, we actually have seen
some sophisticated conspiracies. The
Bush administration conspired to lead
Americans and others into an illegal
war, using fabricated evidence to do so.
Is it any wonder, then, that so many
rational people are trying to make
sense of a political reality that really
has become unusually opaque? When
even the 9/11 commissioners renounce
their own conclusions (because they
were based on evidence derived from
torture), is it surprising that many want
a second investigation? 

Frequently enough, it is citizens
digging at the margins of the discourse
– pursuing such theories – who report
on news that the mainstream media
ignores. For example, it took a
“conspiracy theorist,” Alex Jones, to
turn up documentation of microwave

technologies to be used by police
forces on US citizens. The New Yorker
confirmed the story much later –
without crediting the original source. 

The mainstream media’s tendency to
avoid checking out or reporting what is
actually newsworthy in Internet
conspiracy theories partly reflects class
bias. Conspiracy theories are seen as
vulgar and lowbrow. So even good,
critical questions or well-sourced data
unearthed by citizen investigators tend
to be regarded as radioactive to highly
educated formal journalists. 

The real problem with this frantic
conspiracy theorizing is that it leaves
citizens emotionally agitated but
without a solid ground of evidence
upon which to base their worldview,
and without constructive directions in
which to turn their emotions. This is
why so many threads of discussion turn
from potentially interesting citizen
speculation to hate speech and
paranoia. In a fevered environment,
without good editorial validation or
tools for sourcing, citizens can be
preyed upon and whipped up by
demagogues, as we saw in recent
weeks at Sarah Palin’s rallies after
Internet theories painted Barack
Obama as a terrorist or in league with
terrorists. 

We need to change the flow of
information in the Internet age.
Citizens should be able more easily to
leak information, pitch stories, and
send leads to mainstream investigative
reporters. They should organize new
online entities in which they pay a fee
for direct investigative reporting,
unmediated by corporate pressures.
And citizen investigators should be
trained in basic journalism: finding
good data, confirming stories with two
independent sources, using quotes
responsibly, and eschewing anonymity
– that is, standing by their own bylines,
as conventional reporters do. 

This is how citizens can be taken –
and take themselves – seriously as
documenters and investigators of our
common situation. In a time of official
lies, healthy investigative energy
should shed light, not just generate
heat. 

Naomi Wolf, the author of The End of
America: Letter of Warning to a Young
Patriot and Give Me Liberty: A
Handbook for American
Revolutionaries, is co-founder of the
American Freedom Campaign, a US
democracy movement. 
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2008. 
www.project-syndicate.org

A conspiracy so immense
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Congratulations
Our company would like to offer its warmest and most sincere congratulations to the

American people on the occasion of the election of 
Senator Barack Obama

as the president of the United States of America. 
We would also like to offer our congratulations to the ambassador of the United

States and to all embassy staff in Sana’a on this occasion.

We wish more progress and development
in the mutual Yemeni-American relationship

Chairman, Sheikh Nabil Mohammed Al-Khamery
Al-Khamery Motor Group Staff.
General Motors, Yemen Branch
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CONFERENCE

Empowering the news publishing industry

25 – 26 November 2008, Cairo, Egypt

IFRA Middle East 
Conference 2008

The IFRA Middle East Conference has established itself as 
the meeting point for publishers from the region. It will 
give an up-to-date overview of pressing business issues 
as well as technical topics. High-calibre speakers from a 
variety of countries will present case studies and inter-
national suppliers will show their latest products.

IFRA Events
Washingtonplatz 1 · 64287 Darmstadt · Germany
Tel. +49.6151.733-6 · events@ifra.com

For more information:
www.ifra.com/events
www.ifra.com/middleeast

Kindly sponsored by:

Finance Manager / Supervisor
Ref # 017

Basic Function: 
• Controlling & supervising of accounts and finance departments.
• Ensuring all financial issues are progressing according to

company policy and reports are prepared and presented on time.
• Preparing of monthly and quarterly reporting e.g. profit & loss

statement, balance sheet, controller’s reports etc….
• Ensuring that all account transactions are complying with SOX.  
• Preparing of country’s annual Budget or/and quarter forecast.
• Controlling of branch revenues and costs according to assign

budget and forecast.
• Improving of periodical revenue/cost records. 
• Identifying and working on corporate tax, income payroll tax,

social insurance and other governmental fees. 
• Ensuring that external auditing is being implemented each year. 
• Evaluating the costumers on quarterly and yearly bases.
• Monitoring the assets and inventory movements.
• Controlling of cash flow and receivable collection.
• Controlling the salaries and wages and payroll and benefit.
• Controlling over 90 and doing the best to achieve the target and

DSO.
• Advising and controlling of finance ratio calculation. 
• Following QHSE and organization’s manuals, policies and

regulations.

Minimum Requirements:
• Bachelor Degree in Accounting.
• CPA / CA. 
• Excellent English skills. 
• Computer literate with strong skills in Microsoft office, Hyperion

and  SAP.
• Minimum 7 years experience.

If you meet the above requirements, please send your CV with
a covering letter + Reference number to Fax: 01 426 558.

Applications should be submitted NOT later than 30th
November 08



By: Carol Mann

RRoughly 75% of Afghan
newborns that die do so
because of lack of food,
warmth, and care.
Unloved little girls fare

the worst. In Afghanistan as a whole, a
woman dies of pregnancy-related causes
every 27 minutes – and perhaps even
more frequently, because many such
deaths go unrecorded. Many, perhaps
most, are under sixteen years of age. 

The Taliban – blamed nowadays for
just about all of Afghanistan’s ills – have
officially been gone for nearly seven
years, so why are conditions still so
abysmal? 

In Kabul and Herat, mobile phones
abound, a tooth-eroding concoction
called “Afghan Cola” is sold, the
Internet works (sometimes), there are
ATM machines, sophisticated heroin
laboratories, four-wheel drive vehicles,
five-star hotels, ads for private banks –
all the trappings of globalized moderni-
ty. Yet so many women die like flies, in
pools of blood and deep-rooted indiffer-
ence. 

While billions of dollars in aid have
led to improvements in urban areas,
where health facilities have been built
and midwives trained, the overall mater-
nal death figures have hardly changed.
As one doctor told me: “A competent
midwife or nurse would rather be out of
work in Kabul than stuck in a remote
village.” But most Afghans live in
remote villages – those in Badakhshan
can be reached only after a day’s bumpy
ride on a donkey. 

This miserable situation has been
attributed to various causes, mainly lack
of infrastructure and local economic
conditions. But cultural questions must
also be addressed, because gender dis-
crimination is the most important cause
of maternal mortality. 

In Afghan society, discrimination
begins at birth. One obvious reason is
that a boy is destined to support his par-
ents and much of his family all his life,
and therefore represents a long-term
investment, whereas a girl will be given
over to her husband’s family as soon as
possible. Feeding a girl is seen as effec-
tively looking after someone else’s
property. 

Once, I heard a dreadful story of a
breech birth which a traditional midwife
did not know how to handle. In the end,
she wrenched the baby’s body out, sev-
ering it from its head, which remained
inside the mother’s womb. It took six
days to get the woman to a hospital in
Jalalabad though it was not very far
from where she lived. She somehow
survived, with major health complica-
tions, including permanent fistula,
which will condemn her to a life of
exclusion from her family and unre-
lieved misery.  That tragedy can be read
on many levels, each more heart-rend-
ing than the next. But note that it
occurred near a health facility. As soon
as the midwife saw that the baby was
coming out feet forward, she must have
known that there was little she could do
to save either mother or baby. Even
before that, she would have noticed that
the child had not turned properly, and
that major problems were on the way. 

This means that someone – a husband
or mother-in-law – had taken the deci-
sion not to send the young woman to the
hospital, instead keeping her in inhuman
suffering for nearly a week. 

The solution is not just to build more
hospitals, but also to change deep-root-
ed disdain for women. And, sadly,
things have become worse in the past 30
years, as Afghanistan’s particular brand
of Islam, combined with its legacy of
dire poverty and war, compounds an
already misogynist pre-Islamic tradi-
tion. 

Maternal mortality is a sinister conse-
quence of this complex situation. The
legal system, schools, and the media
could bring change, but no official enti-
ty takes the problem seriously enough to
initiate effective action. The central rea-
son is despairingly simple: women’s
lives are not valued, and even women
themselves perceive their suffering as
being unavoidable. 

What Afghanistan needs is an inquest
after each death and laws making it a
criminal offense to forbid access to
medical aid, when available, to women
and children (or, more correctly, to chil-
dren and their children, given that girls
are often married by age 14). Prisons, I
fear, would be full of abusive husbands
and, I regret to say, vengeful mothers-in-
law. Health education through public
media, reaching distant areas of the
country, is an urgent priority, but has
been utterly ignored in favor of com-
mercial priorities. 

Questioning culture is, of course, a
politically incorrect approach. But we
must refuse to bow before the altar of
tolerance when it comes to what is truly
unacceptable, wherever it occurs, and
this is what the world is witnessing pas-
sively in Afghanistan. Does diversity
authorize such brutal deaths and sense-
less violence against women simply
because some supposedly traditional
practice allows them to be married
before their bodies are ready and denies
them health care when they give birth? 

The fight against maternal mortality
in Afghanistan must become a global
priority. Ultimately, a society that allows
women to be brutalized will remain a
breeding ground of generalized vio-
lence. 

Carol Mann is Director of FemAid and
teaches at the Sorbonne in Paris. 
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2008. 
www.project-syndicate.org
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By: Mahmoud Assamiee

NNearly 94 percent of
Yemeni children aged
between two and 14
years old are subject to
psychological or physi-

cal violence from their parents or
guardians, according to the Multiple
Indicators Cluster Survey (MICS) con-
ducted by Ministry of Public Health and
Population in September 2006.

The results of the survey, which took
place over a period of 21 days, were
made public at a workshop held last
month. They show that 82 percent of
these children are subjected to physical
punishments, of whom 44 percent were
boys and 38 percent were girls.

The survey shows that 25 percent of
children aged between 2-9 years are
affected with at least one type of dis-
ability, the more widespread being
delayed motor skills and slow cognitive
development in that order.

The results also reveal that early edu-
cation in Yemen is rare as only 3 per-
cent of children aged between 3 and 5
years old attend early education institu-
tions and only 40 percent of children
attend first grade of elementary school
when they are six years old.

Up to 68 percent of children aged
from 6 to 14 attend elementary school,
of which 76 percent are boys and 60
percent are girls. On average, only 24
percent of adolescents aged between 15
and 17 years old attend secondary
school, with 32 percent for boys and 15
for girls.

As for illiteracy among mothers, the
health ministry's survey shows that on
average 35 percent of married Yemeni
women aged between 15 and 24 are lit-
erate, with 59 percent of married
women in urban areas and 26 percent of
married women in rural areas being
able to read and write.

The study, which involved 4,000
families across the country, reveals that
only 22 percent of children under the
age of 5 years of age were registered at
birth. The widespread reason for this
low statistic was the unawareness of the
importance of obtaining a birth certifi-
cate for one’s child.

With regards to vaccination, around

38 percent of children aged between 12
and 23 months old had been completely
vaccinated during the period the survey
took place, and that 18 percent of them
have received all vaccinations before
reaching one year of age.

The study reveals that 34 percent of
children aged under five years old had
diarrhea during the first two weeks of
the survey, of which nine out of ten
children have received oral re-hydration
salts to help them get better.

In the same period, 13 percent of
under-fives were suffering from acute
respiratory tract infection. Dangers of
the infection in Yemen have increased
due to the use of solid cooking fuel,
which is used by 30 percent of families
in urban areas and 52 percent in rural
areas.

The mortality rate for children under
five years old in Yemen decreased from
102 per 1000 during the five years
before the survey to 78 per 1000 cases
after conducting the survey.

The results of the survey also reveal
that the mortality rate among newborns
has dropped to 37 per 1000 in compari-
son to 69 per 1000 during the five years
before the survey. Fifty percent of new-
born mortality in Yemen occurs during
the first month of age, which means that

nearly one child in 15 dies before reach-
ing one year of age.

Conducted upon directions of the
World Health Organization (WHO)
toward achieving the health-related
Millennium Development Goals, the
study indicated that 28 percent of mar-
ried women use contraceptives or birth-
control and 47 percent of women
receive health care during pregnancy,
but only 24 of them deliver at health
centers.

The results show that the fertility rate
in Yemen is 5.2 deliveries to every
woman. They show that the fertility rate
in rural areas is higher than that in urban
areas, with 6 children per woman in
rural areas and 4 children per mother in
urban areas.

The survey also reveals that 59 per-
cent of Yemenis use improved water
resources -74 percent in urban areas and
52 percent in rural areas- and that 52
percent of Yemenis live in houses with
improved sanitation facilities, while 31
percent lack this basic service.

Similar surveys that have been car-
ried out in 50 countries across the world
with the support of the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the
Arab League's Pan Arab Project for
Family Health.

Ninety four percent of Yemeni 
children vulnerable to violence

A child beggar being protective of his little sister who also begs in the streets.
Many of the domestic violence cases push little children to the street where
they face an even harsher environment and are vulnerable to more violence.

Afghanistan’s dying mothers

VACANCIES
We are a fast growing Multinational Construction Company based in Yemen specializing in Electro-Mechanical
Projects in oil & gas industry, in addition to Trading activity and Maintenance contracts in the power sector. Due to
an upcoming project for construction of a Central Processing Facility (CPF), we are currently looking for qualified
candidates with previous experience for the below disciplines.

JP001 CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
Job Profile: This is field based position reporting to Project Division Manager, position holder is responsible for overall proj-
ect execution at site
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree Mechanical or Industrial Engineering
¥ Seven years experience in similar position, preferably within the oil and gas industry
¥ Strong project management and prioritization skills
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate
¥ Knowledge of Quality and HSE Standards will be an added advantage

JP002 MECHANICAL ENGINEER
Job Profile: This is field based position reporting to the Project Manager, position holder is responsible for mechanical works
at site
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree Mechanical or Industrial Engineering
¥ Five years experience, preferably within the oil and gas industry
¥ Strong project management and prioritization skills
¥ Understanding of designs calculations and analysis of work requirement
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate

JP003 PIPING/ PROCESS ENGINEER
Job Profile: This is field based position reporting to the Project Manager, position holder is responsible for preparation of
process viewpoint and conceptual design
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree in Mechanical or Production Engineering
¥ Five years experience, preferably in design of oil & gas facilities
¥ Proven track record in Engineering design, process modifications including preparation of PFD & PID�s and piping cal-

culations
¥ Demonstrate an understanding of design philosophy and Engineering codes
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate

JP004 INSTRUMENTATION DESIGN ENGINEER
Job Profile: This is office based position reporting to the Services & Engineering Manager with frequent field visits, position
holder is responsible for all electrical and instrumentation Designs
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree in Instrumentation Engineering or Equivalent
¥ Five years experience in design of field instruments in oil & gas facilities
¥ Good track record in instrumentation design, PLC and Process control
¥ Strong analytical design skills and Engineering codes
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate

JP005 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Job Profile: This is field based position reporting to the Project Manager, position holder is responsible for all sites Electrical
works
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree in Electrical Engineering or Equivalent
¥ Five  years experience in Electrical Installations
¥ Good track record in Electrical design and development tasks, including drawings, calculations, cost estimates, and

specifications.
¥ Strong analytical design skills and Engineering codes
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate

JP006 CIVIL ENGINEER
Job Profile: This is field based position reporting to the Project Manager, position holder is responsible for all Civil works at
site
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree in civil Engineering
¥ Five years relevant work experience in design, construction and project management 
¥ Understanding of designs, construction management, cost estimation, designing of remedial systems and preparation

of reports
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate
¥ Training in ISO QMS/EMS/HSE will have an added advantage

JP007 QUALITY CONTROL ENGINEER
Job profile:  This is a field based position reporting to Site construction Manager and Functionally to Head of QC, the posi-
tion holder is responsible for site quality control activities
Qualification Criteria
¥ Bachelor�s degree in a relevant  Engineering  discipline
¥ Five years relevant work experience in construction QA/QC activities and project management 
¥ Good command of English Language
¥ Computer literate
¥ At least Level II NDT certified
¥ Knowledge of API and ASME and ISO standards will be an added advantage

JP008 HSE SUPERVISOR
Job profile: This is a field based position reporting to the head of QHSE at Head office, the position holder is responsible
for enforcing client and Company HSE rules and improvement of the HSE Management system
Qualification Criteria
¥ Diploma in any Engineering/science field 
¥ Five Years experience in the oil and gas sectors as a Safety officer
¥ Fluent English 
¥ IOSH/NEBOSH training
¥ Trained First Aider is an added advantage

JP009 SITE ADMINISTRATOR
Job profile: This is a field based position reporting to the Head office HR officer and responsible for camp administration
Qualification Criteria
¥ Diploma Level Education preferably in Business administration or Human resources
¥ Two years Experience in HR or Administration
¥ Use of Microsoft applications 
¥ Understanding of Camp operations
¥ Training in HSE will be an advantage
¥ Fluent in English and Arabic

JP010 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Job profile: Office based position reporting directly to the Chairman Board of Directors, Position holder is responsible for
General Diary handling for the Chairman
Qualification Criteria
¥ Minimum Diploma Level Education preferably in Business administration or Secretarial studies
¥ Three years experience  as Executive secretary
¥ Strong organizing skills
¥ Use of Microsoft applications 
¥ Fluent in written and spoken  English &  Arabic

If you feel you meet the above conditions please send your CV detailing your experience together with application
letter clearly indicating the Position you are applying and providing copies of your testimonials to:
career@dome.com.ye
Visit www.domeint.com

Only applications received at the above address will be reviewed.  
Last date for receiving application will be 28th November 2008
Only shortlisted candidate will be contacted for interviews
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By: World Tourism Organization

TThe latest edition of the
UNWTO World Tourism
Barometer confirms the
rapid slowdown of interna-
tional tourism growth since

mid 2008, reflecting the impact of rising
oil prices at the beginning of the year
and the deterioration of the economic
situation as well as of consumer confi-
dence in recent months. Overall growth
for 2008 is though still projected at
around 2%, building on the strong
results of the first five months.
UNWTO’s “Resilience Committee”
will support its Members with accurate
economic analysis and response mecha-
nisms. The tourism sector’s effective
response to the economic downturn will
be discussed at the Global Ministers’
Summit at World Travel Market
(London, UK, 11 November). A series
of regional response groups will follow,
starting in the Middle East (Sharm el
Sheikh, Egypt, 23-24 November).

After a sound start to the year (inter-
national tourist arrivals worldwide aver-
aged 5.7% from January-April), growth
fell below 2% in June, July and August
as the high price of oil and rising infla-
tion took their toll, and together with
recession fears, squeezed travel budg-
ets. For the first eight months of 2008,
growth averaged 3.7% compared with
the same period in 2007 while for the
year as a whole it is now projected to be
at around 2% globally.

And, as the current troubled econom-
ic scenario is expected to continue into
2009, UNWTO’s initial forecast for
next year is an even more modest per-
formance.

Asia and the Pacific was the region
whose growth has deteriorated most

rapidly so far and after 18 consecutive
months of sustained growth, declining
from March onwards and even sliding
into negative growth in August.

Growth in Europe also stagnated over
the northern hemisphere summer
months. The Americas, Africa and the
Middle East weakened as well, but the
slowdown was much less pronounced.

Inside the regions
Although regional trends may vary as
new data becomes available, the
Barometer identifies the following
regional trends:

•      Europe currently stands at +2% for
the first eight months of 2008 (well
down from the 5% growth of the
last two years), and the slowdown
has not spared any of its four subre-
gions.

•   Asia and the Pacific’s growth
(+4%) is also well behind its 2007
level, with Oceania and North-East
Asia suffering the brunt of the
downturn in demand.

•   The Americas has so far performed
better than in 2007 with 6% through
the first eight months. The region
appears to have only experienced a
modest slowdown in July and
August.

•     The Middle East is once again the
star performer in 2008 so far, with
growth for the period January
through August estimated at 17%.
Data, though, is still limited which
may lead to the need of revising this
estimate.

•   Africa’s growth is currently running
at less than half the level achieved
in 2007, and this is still largely
thanks to North Africa’s strong per-
formance as in Subsaharan Africa

average growth has been pulled
down noticeably as compared to the
2007 growth rate.

Prospects
Including August, 23 million more
arrivals have been counted for 2008 so
far, totalling 642 million international
tourist arrivals. But much of the figures
for the period January-August reflect
the situation before the beginning of the
slowdown - following a steady world-
wide increase, which even reached 7%
in May. The growth in international
tourist arrivals fell to less than 2% in
June, and 1% in the peak travel months
of July and August showing that energy
prices, inflation and the credit crunch
started to have a real impact on travel
and tourism demand.

The economic downturn, combined
with the current uncertainties, extreme
market volatility and a decline in both
consumer and business confidence, are
expected to continue taking their toll on
demand for tourism – at least in the
short to medium term:
•   Many businesses are expected to

retrench, and any such retrenchment
will be quickly felt in consumer
markets.

•    Given the current stress on many
companies’ balance sheets, business
travel is also expected to be more
adversely impacted than the leisure
segment.

•       Unlike previous crisis such as with
11S and SARS, the current down-
turn does not impact on the desire to
travel. 
The major concern is about whether
one can afford to travel or want to
spend on it given the uncertain eco-
nomic situation.
So far international tourism has

resisted the downturn better than
other economic sectors such as con-
struction and real estate or car man-
ufacturing. As in previous crisis sit-
uations:

•    traffic to closer destinations, includ-
ing domestic travel, is expected to
be favoured as compared to long-
haul travel;

•    segments such as visiting friends and
relatives, repeat visitors, as well as
special interest and independent
travellers are expected to be more
resilient;

•     the decline in average length of stay
as well as on expenditure is project-
ed to be more pronounced than in
the overall volume;

•   destinations offering value for money
and with favourable exchange rates
have an advantage as price becomes
a key issue;

•     companies will and should concen-
trate on containment of cost in order
to keep their competitive edge;

•   more than ever it is necessary to
closely work together in the tourism
value chain, between public and pri-

vate sector, and destinations with
trade.

The Barometer stresses that the antici-
pated softening of international tourism
growth in 2008, and further in 2009, fol-
lows four historically strong years.
Between 2004 and 2007 international
tourist arrivals grew at an extraordinary
rate of 7% a year, well above the 4%
long-term average.

A detailed forecast for 2008 and 2009
for the world and by region is included
in the current issue of the UNWTO
World Tourism Barometer.

Slowdown in tourism growth reflects current uncertainties

One of the Al-Kaff palaces in Tarim-Hadramout. Despite the fact that tourism in the Middle East is doing better com-
pared to the global scenario, tourism to Hadramout had been greatly affected by local issues such as instability, secu-
rity and the recent environmental hazard.
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Vacancy Announcement

Program Manager
Background:
Sana’a Microfinance Program (Azal) was established in 2002 based on an agreement between (SOUL) which
concentrate on the development of Women and Children and the Social Fund for Development (SFD) to play a role
in financing small and micro projects and help raise the economic level of the poor. Now Azal invites qualified and
experienced specialist for the post of (Azal program manager). 

Location: Sana’a -Yemen 

Qualifications: 
¥ BA degree in Finance, Financial Management or Business Management.
¥ At least 5 years management experience (Banking sector preferred).
¥ Proven ability to nurture a smooth working relationship with varied stakeholders (MFIs, banks, technical

assistance providers, international donors, research agencies, etc)
¥ Sound knowledge of microfinance products and delivery mechanisms is a definite asset
¥ Proficiency in written and spoken Arabic and English

Skills:
¥ Financial and analytic skills
¥ Administrative skills
¥ Demonstrated management skills
¥ Strategic thinking.
¥ Leadership skills.
¥ Good command English (Oral and written).
¥ Excellent computer skills.
¥ Good communication skills.

Duties and responsibilities (not limited to):
1. Contribute in setting the general strategy of the program.
2. Execute the program general strategy approved by the board of directors
3. Follow up the application of approved by-laws in the program and ensure its effectiveness and contribution

in its development.
4. Maintain the portfolio’s quality and take all needed procedures to keep its quality.
5. Set general plans and report to the board for review and editing as required.
6. Determine the program’s financial needs and budgeting and review the financial performance and correct any

imbalances that could exist.
7. Seek financial resources and negotiate with donors within certain limits.
8. Manage the program and its branches on a daily basis and determine the program’s needs i.e. technical,

training, human resources.
9. Organize periodical meetings with the branch managers to review and monitor performances. 
10. Direct and evaluate the employees and help them raise their technical qualifications.
11. Report periodical reports and financial statements to the board of directors.
12. Perform other tasks that the administration council as requested by. 

Submission guideline:
The application should comprise of a one-page cover letter explaining the applicants’ interest and suitability for the
position, indicating earliest joining date if selected, and a detailed CV. 

Interested candidates should submit their application by email to: smed@sfd-yemen.org before Nov 20, 2008 

Applications received after the closing date will not be considered. Only short- listed candidates will be contacted for
interviews.

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

AAl-Rawda Grand Mosque
is located in the
historical city of Al-
Rawda, north of the
capital Sana'a. The

mosque was built over 400 years ago in
1046 A.H. by Ahmad bin Al-Imam bin
Al-Qasem known at that time as Abu
Taleb, from whom the current Abu
Taleb family members, still powerful in
the area, are descendants. 

In his will, Al-Imam ordered his son
not to change anything in the mosque;
and for the most part it has been
preserved. The mosque was built in a
rectangular shape with three doors in
the western wall, three in the southern
and one in the eastern wall. It is
composed of four galleries which all
lead to an open hall in its center.

The northern part of the mosque has
eight columns linked to decorated
arches in line with the qiblah [direction
in which Muslims turn to pray] to the
North. In the middle of the qiblah wall
stands the mihrab, a hollow arch for the
imam to lead worshipers in prayer,
surmounted by an arch beautifully
carved with verses of the Holy Quran.   

On the left side of mihrab, an old
inscription bears the date of the
mosque’s construction and name of its
founder.

The mosque’s eastern gallery is
composed of seven columns carrying
arches with two doors, one leading to
the mosque’s grounds and the other to
the library. The western gallery has the
same number of columns as its eastern
counterpart, but with three doors. In the
western quarter, there are two yards.

The southern gallery is made up of
two quarters, with eight columns
carrying arches facing the qiblah wall,
three doors leading to the eastern
gallery and two doors leading to the
western gallery. In the middle of the
wall, there is decorated mihrab on
which the name of the founder of the
mosque and the date of building are
carved. The gallery has three doors
leading to southern yard.

The minaret is located in the south-
eastern corner of the mosque. It was
built next to the mosque’s main gate on
a large square base to enable it to carry
the 20 meter high minaret.

In the southern part of the mosque, a
well was drilled during the time of the
mosque’s foundation and ensures the

irrigation of surrounding farmland. The
produce of these fields are sold to
provide salaries for the mosque’s
caretakers to ensure its good
maintenance. 

“The founder of the mosque also
ordered his sons nearly 400 years ago to
pay a salary from his own wealth to
those who looked after the mosque as
well as the muezzin [prayer caller],"
says Hasan Abdul-Khaleq who has
served in the mosque for 60 years. He
adds that the mosque’s well has not
dried up since its beginnings, even
though it is open to all, including people
from other areas who come to the well
to drink.

Abdul-Khaleq says that the Abu
Taleb was very rich with wealth and
farms in places other than Sana'a.
According to him, the imam’s
descendants have carried out his will
respectively and most of them still live
in Al-Rawda.

The founder’s father was the leader
of the whole area surrounding Al-
Rawda at the time of the mosque being
built. He faced a rebellion from the Al-
Kabsi family but, with the help of his
son, arrested all the rebels and
imprisoned them.

Al-Rawda Grand Mosque

The minaret is located in the south-eastern corner of the mosque. It was built next to the mosque’s main gate on a large
square base to enable it to carry the 20 meter high minaret.



Needed a baby-sitting to
look after 6 years boy in the
day time only
Contact: 733 756 733

Math/Physics teacher
required immediately.
Fluency in English required.
Contact:733700975 

Sudanes Nationality, 17

years experience in the INT
Trade
Contact: 733638425

Bachelor degree in
computer Engineer, diploma
in computer science, 10
years experience as a
teacher, fluency in English,
Plastinian Nationality
Contact: 733803194

Bachelor degree in
Computer Engineer, diploma
in computer science, 10
years experience as a

teacher, fluency in English,
Pa

Experienced M.sc
chemistry teacher available
for home tuition for grade 5
to grade 12, Ministry syallu
bus, Gcse, O level and A
level
Contact: 713812066 -
735399019

Farhan Rajeh, B.a
degree in business
management, computer
diploma in application

programs, seeking for a good
job in any company of any
field.
Contact: 711098682 

Badr Ali, 2007-2008
Dip. in “ Hydraulic and
Pneumatic” technical
Industrial Institute
(Alhawban - Taiz)
Contact: 777548905

Bachelor degree in
Computer Science (IT), 3
years experience in (IT),
experiences computer

maintenance and sales, some
courses in English.
Contact: 777224115

Mohammed Ahmed, BS
degree, secretary,
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
journalism, accounting
and marketing
experiences, Fluency
in English, Computer
skills. Typing on
computer
Contact: 711461682

Loai Saeb,
bachelor degree
i n f o r m a t i o n
technology and
advanced diploma in
software engineer,
good in computer
maintenance and
network’s, 3 years
experience.
Contact: 733874314 

Bachelor degree in
accounting, diploma in
computer application
programs, courses in
English language, a
course in business
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
Courses in accounting
Yemen Soft System,
one year and half
experience as
accountant, driving
license.
Contact: 777 458 262 /

733 037 044
Bachelor degree in Art,

English language, Computer
Diploma, Secretary,
customer care, marketing,
sales skills, correspondence,
and other courses. One year
experience in 4 star suites
hotel, one year in pubic
relation and now work in 4
start hotel.
Contact: 712600362

Diploma application
software and computer

maintenance, A diploma in
using computer front
National institute of
Administrative Sciences. A
diploma tourism & travel.
English language diploma,
second year in Sana’a
university Accounting
section. Driving license and
certificate. French language
courses.
Contact: 733594528

Bakr Amer Electrical
Engineering (Electronics
Communication system)
looking for job in a good
company
Contact: 713474830

For sale: Peugeot 307,
Automatic, Full Option, Year
2006, 30.000km, No
Accident, Customs free,
12,500 US$-net
Contact: 733 033 111
(serious person only)

Brand new building for
rent, the 1st story is a fully
furnished partment. Un
furnished apartments above
private parking space
included. Located: Hadda -
Madina
Contact: 734881488

New apartment, 5
rooms, 3 baths, 1 kitchen, car
parking, high class, beautiful
flat in Diplomatic area.
Contact: 733837567

Real Estate 
& Furniture

Vehicles

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Classifieds15

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 

10 November10 November, 2008, 2008

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale  Required  Available For Lease  For Hire/Rent
Job Require  Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax:
268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
•  Packing/Land Transportation.
•  International door to door services.
•  Warehousing /Logistical planning.
•  Customs clearance/Local  

Visa/Documentation handling.
•  Real Estate Services.
•  Ticking Reservations & General  

Tourism Services.
•  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696
P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye
Website:
www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199,
Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign
Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7,
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio
Station  282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station
332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen
7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airline 278668/283082 
Egypt Air               273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030
Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2
CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625 

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958
Europe Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01
270804

FORD/HYUNDAI     267791
MERCEDES-BENZ  01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education               Tel:444553
NIIT Quality_ 
Computer Education  Tel. 445518/7-442073
British Institute for languages & Computer 

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders   407905
World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital       Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246967/66

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874      Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668                       
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/
272962/43,      Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292,             Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super deluxe
Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools  Sana'a       448258/9

Taiz       205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

AL-SHEHAB TRANSLATION SERVICES
Translation of all the documents, reports, researches
BoQ, articles, contracts, surveys, letters, certificates
essays, fictions, stories and novels
Arabic-English:English-Arabic
Tel: 777762202 - 733008686 fax: 01/420657
Email: sts.yemen@gmail.com
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.

Tel: 01-240515

Falcon Holidays      Tel: 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel      Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center   Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES
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Translations

SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett

SSCCHHOOOOLLSS

RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT

INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOTELS
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FREIGHT  
FORWARDERS

COURIERS

COMPUTER  EDUCATION  
AND  INSTITUTES

CAR  SHOWROOMS  
&  SPARE  PARTS

CAR RENTAL
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To particepate 
contact: 71200540
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Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All  your needs All  your needs 
under one under one roof .roof .
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Modern Link Int�1
Tel : 967- 1 -218335
Fax :- 967- 1 - 472919
mli.ye@yahoo.com
mli.ye@hotmail.com

Cargo

M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services. 

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)
International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.
Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.
Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.
Tel :        01-531221/531231
Fax:       01-531130
Hot line: 733030062   (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a –
Republic Of Yemen.
P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a – Republic Of
Yemen.
E-Mail:    m&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website:   www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Cargo

±uœȨ̂ ∞OMp «∞bË∞OW

¢KHuÊ:- 533812 - 1 - 769      

≠UØf:- 919274 - 1- 769

Office for rent
Three rooms + one bathroom + Mokeet
salon + curtains + small kitchen + phone
lines,  separable entry address. Hadda street

For contact: 733670361 - 712020841

English Tutor
Needed

A female English tutor is
required to work from 5:00
PM to 8:00 PM. Lucrative
Salary. 

Please send your CV to fax
272145.
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By: Yemen Times Staff

TTwenty Yemeni college
students, including five
girls, and nine foreign
students studying at the
Yemen College of Middle

Eastern Studies ventured on a one day
tour to the outskirts of Sana'a last
Friday. 

The foreign students came from
France, America and Switzerland to
study Arabic and Middle Eastern
Studies at the YCMES in Sana'a and
have been interested in interacting with
Yemeni youth and engaging with them
culturally.

Abdulrazaq Al-Azazi, editor of the
Intilak college newspaper which
organized the trip, explained that
Yemeni youth wanted to reach out to
foreign youth in Yemen and discuss
their impressions about Yemen with
them.

"They enjoyed the trip and were
impressed that Yemeni girls went on
such a tour; they said they have never
seen Yemeni girls taking part in such
an activity," he said.

The students visited the historical
site of Ghaiman Palace and the sur-
rounding archeological heritage site
which includes an ancient cemetery.
They had lunch there and listened to
traditional poetry recited by some of
the Yemeni students.

Among the issues discussed, espe-
cially by the foreign female students,

was how Yemeni men look down at
women and sometimes harass foreign
girls. They had a negative impression
of Yemeni men as being shallow and
not respecting girls. But this notion
soon changed as on the trip they met
fifteen delightful and engaging men
from Yemen, who were respectful of
other cultures and wanted to create a
bridge between Yemeni and foreign
students.

"I found that the Yemenis are nice
people and enjoyed the trip because it
allowed me to meet many new people,"
said Amélie from France.

Intilak is a monthly college newspa-
per that had been running for three

years by the media college students at
Sana'a University. It aims at promoting
youth issues and creating a platform
for the students to discuss the chal-
lenges they face and find solutions to
them in a positive and constructive
way.

The Yemeni College for Middle
Eastern Studies is the first academic
institution of its kind in the Middle
East that offers Contemporary Middle
Eastern Studies along with Arabic lan-
guage learning in a purely Arabic envi-
ronment that encourages learning the
language and getting first-hand knowl-
edge of Middle Eastern culture and his-
tory.
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read
English-language newspaper

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Cultural engagement outing for college students


