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Tribesmen break into
hospital and stab doctor

Yemeni post services: a review of
achievements
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By: Amigdad Mojalli
and Salma Ismail

SANA’A, Dec. 31 — The Egyptian
ambassador in Sana’a, Mohammed
Mursi, confirmed that a group of twen-
ty protestors broke into the Egyptian
consulate in Aden and many other pro-
testors gathered in front of the
Egyptian embassy in Sana’a last
Tuesday. The demonstrators protested
the Egyptian attitude towards the Gaza
attacks and demanded that Egypt open
up the Rafah passage for the
Palestinians.

Protestors climbed on the roof, set-
ting the Egyptian flag on fire and
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replacing it with a Palestinian flag. No
casualties among the Egyptian staff
were reported.

The spokesman of the Egyptian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Husam
Zaki, condemned the attempt to break
into the Egyptian consulate in Aden
and blamed Yemeni security forces,
whom he accused of not exerting
enough effort to protect the consulate.

He added that Yemeni security
should have paid more attention to the
necessity of providing protection for
an important diplomatic headquarters
like the Egyptian consulate in Aden.

Currently there are extensive securi-
ty forces surrounding the Egyptian
embassy in Sana’a and consulate in
Aden, in an attempt to prevent any
future attacks.

Zaki indicated that the consulate,
which is composed of three employ-
ees, had some of its furniture dam-
aged, hoping that Yemeni security
forces will take over security proce-
dures that ensure the security and safe-
ty of the Egyptian diplomatic commis-
sions in the future.

“There was aggression and trans-
gression against the consulate in Aden
and there were also many demonstra-
tors around the embassy in Sana’a.
When we called security, they came
and arrested many of them,” Mursi
said.

Mursi described the protestors as
making a tendentious try to exploit
current world political situations in
order to damage relations between
Yemen and Egypt.

“We have been supporting the
Palestinian issue and we never accept
anyone questioning the Egyptian’s
attitude,” Mursi added.

An official security source in the
Ministry of Interior stated that hun-
dreds of students from Sana’a
University headed towards the
Egyptian consulate in Aden, which is
close to the Faculty of Education. The
source said that as a result of the huge
crowd as well as the pressure, some
troublemakers entered the consulate
building and started breaking win-
dows, causing material damages to the
consulate. The source expressed regret
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Unusual security measures surround the Egyptian embassy in Sana’a which
is located on Jamal Abdulnaser street, a popular market area

over the incident and strongly con-
demned such acts of sabotage.

The Yemeni president Abdullah Ali
Saleh apologized to the Egyptian pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak in a phone call
last Tuesday for the aggression that the
consulate was subject to.

This comes as Sana’a and a number
of provincial capitals in the country
witnessed mass  demonstrations
against the Israeli aggression and the
massacres committed by the Israeli
military machine in the Gaza Strip.
Protestors continue to voice anger as
they appeal to kings, presidents, and
leaders in the Arab world to adopt a
strong position against these attacks
based on Islamic and humanitarian
principles. They also called on influ-
ential countries to put pressure on
Israel to end the massacre in Gaza,
much of which is without power as
food supplies run dangerously low.

Varying Arab political attitudes

The essential divide is between, on the
one hand, states aligned with the West
- chief among them Egypt and Saudi
Arabia - and on the other, Hezbollah,

an alliance backed by Iran and led by
Hassan Nasrallah. Israel’s action in
Gaza has led to unprecedented ten-
sions between representatives of these
rival blocs.

Egypt, which has been blockading
Gaza from its southern end at the
Rafah crossing — the only way for
Arab assistance to reach people in
Gaza — has come under pressure from
the rest of the Arab world to reopen its
border with the territory because of the
Israeli offensive. Egypt briefly opened
the border to let in some of Gaza’s
wounded and to allow some humani-
tarian supplies to enter the territory,
but it quickly sealed the border when
Gazans tried to push through forceful-
ly.

President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
responded to critics, including the
leader of the Lebanese militia
Hezbollah, who have accused him of
collaborating with Israel.

“We tell anybody who seeks politi-
cal profit on the account of the
Palestinian people: The Palestinian
blood is not cheap,” he said, describ-
ing such comments as “exploiting the
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Public protests have been taking place on daily basis around the republic
calling for an end to the attacks on Palestinians in Gaza.

blood of the Palestinians.”

Mubarak said his country would not
throw open the Rafah crossing unless
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
regains control of the border post.

In a televised address, Hezbollah
leader Nasrallah, who led a devastat-
ing war with Israel in 2006, called for
an open revolt against Egypt as part of
the fight against Israel. This is the first
time that any such call against an Arab
government has been made.

The Egyptian government was
quick to respond to Nasrallah’s appar-
ent call for Egyptian citizens to rise up
against it. Foreign Minister Aboul
Gheit said that the Egyptian armed
forces existed to defend Egypt. He
added, addressing Nasrallah directly,
that “if need be, they will also protect
Egypt from people like you.”

As the violence continues, so do

diplomatic efforts to stop it, and for-
eign pressure has grown on both sides
to end hostilities. Diplomats said that
the deadliest conflict in the Gaza Strip
in four decades appeared close to a tip-
ping point.

France had proposed a 48-hour truce
that would allow in more humanitarian
aid for Gaza’s 1.5 million residents, as
Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip
Erdogan flew to Syria on Wednesday
as part of a four-country diplomatic
push in the region to end hostilities

Israel said the time was “not right”
for a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and
stepped up preparations for a possible
ground offensive. Officials said that
Israeli Cabinet ministers have
approved the mobilization of 2,500
army reservists, expanding on an earli-
er call-up of 6,500 soldiers for the gar-
rison on the Gaza border.
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Tribesmen break into
hospital and stab doctor

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

SANA'A, Dec 30 — An 18 member
armed tribal men broke into the Science
and Technology Hospital last Saturday
and attempted to murder Dr. Derhem
Al-Qadasi, acting Head of the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) section at the
Technology Hospital in Sana'a.

Al-Qadasi had received a threatening
call from relatives of an 80-year-old
patient after he informed them of his
death. The tribesmen who come from
Rada’ district of Dhamar around 100
kilometers South of Sana’a.

Carrying out the threat and armed
with guns and knives, the gang broke
into the hospital soon after receiving
the news. Eight of them infiltrated the
ICU and stabbed Al-Qadasi in his back,
damaging his right lung and main arte-
rial vessels.

Al-Qadasi underwent four compli-
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Doctors at the Science and Technology University Hospital operate on Dr.
Derhem Al-Qadasi in an attempt to save his life after being stabbed in the
back by angry relatives of a deceased patient. He is still in the ICU at the time
of writing this article.

cated operations but remains in critical
condition.

Husni Al-Jowshae', General
Manager of the Hospital, told journal-
ists in a press conference held on
Sunday that the 80-year old patient was
suffering from multiple dangerous dis-
eases in addition to his old age. Among
the diseases were heart failure, kidney
failure, and diabetes, which meant his
death was not unexpected.

“The relatives had told the reception
and some of the nurses that they had no
hope for the recovery of their relative
and complained that his medication
cost them a lot of money each month. I

was shocked at their reaction and angry
at their attack,” he said.

The hospital did not have sufficient
security to deter the attackers especial-
ly since the Ministry of the Interior had
previously disarmed the hospital’s
security personnel.

Three of the attackers have been
arrested by the hospital's security but
the main killer, Yousof Al-Muflihi, is
still at large. Security authorities
explained that search for the rest of the
tribesmen involved in the attack is on
going. For his part, the Head of
Physicians and Pharmacists Syndicate
Abdul-Qawai Al-Shamiri threatened to

organize a sit-in if the criminals were
not caught and subjected to just punish-
ment. "We will take severe measures.
The government knows what we can
do," said Al-Shamiri.

He added that the aggression against
a hospital by armed tribesmen reflects
the deterioration of security in the
country.

Relatives of the victim said Al-
Qadasi had no enemies but was well
known for his decency and high profes-
sional standards. They added that
killing people has become easy in a
country where there is no rule of law or
justice.

Journalist fears for life after
being accused of blasphemy

By: Shaher Masabain
For the Yemen Times

ADEN, Dec. 31 — Journalist Firass
Al-Yafi'ee said that he fears for his life
after being released from prison on
Dec. 3, 2008 on charges of drinking
alcohol. He was also accused of blas-
phemy but the later charges were
dropped due to insufficient evidence.

Some extremist individuals issued a
fatwa [religious decree] stating that he
should be killed. Brochures were dis-
tributed during the trail in the areas
surrounding the court house and his
residential neighborhood accusing him
of drinking alcohol, which is forbidden
in Islam, and insulting the Holy Quran.

Having been released from prison,
Al-Yafi'ee made it clear that he could-
n’t go out of his house. The reason is
because he is afraid that zealous and
misinformed youth might commit a
rash act against him out of their own
zeal for Islam in spite of his confirma-
tion that he is innocent of the accusa-
tions.

“l am a victim of a conspiracy
directed by the government and securi-
ty authorities. I know that the security
apparatuses facilitated and allowed the
distribution of brochures which includ-
ed fatwas calling for my death,” he
said.

He held the Ministry of Endowment
liable for allowing public accusation of
being atheists against journalists and
writers. He further appealed to the
press and to international human rights

organizations to stand with him.

Al-Yafi'ee who was working as the
director of public relations at the 14th
October Press Corporation, witnessed
unprecedented escalation both inside
and outside the courtroom during his
trial. They also posted his photographs
in public places alongside the religious
Fatwa.

The campaign against Al-Yafi'ee
lasted more than ten months, 318 days
of this period was spent at the Al-
Munsora central prison; he was
released after the judges decided this
period as sufficient jail time enough.

Various extremist groups exerted
pressure on the court judges and
lawyers, demanding that the court
inflect the capital punishment against
Al-Yafi'ee. He was released on Dec. 3,
2008, one day after Judge Anwar Al-
Sayed issued the verdict. The verdict
stipulated that Al-Yafi'ee be punished
for drinking alcohol by lashing him
eighty times, in accordance with

Islamic Sharia law.

Many people from the Southern
governorates, where Al-Yafi'ee is from,
attended the trial and announced their
complete solidarity with the journalist
and his father Farooq Nasser Al-
Yafi'ee. Farooq is a famous writer him-
self and is also a member of the south-
ern political movement.

Security bodies forbad any visits to
Al-Yafi’ee during his stay prison since
mid-March this year after receiving
information that there was an attempt
to assassinate him inside the prison.
The visits were limited to family mem-
bers under tightened security meas-
ures.

He explained that this imprisonment
came following a series of events. He
was arrested in 1997 after being
accused of spying for Saudi intelli-
gence. His newspaper Al-Hageeqa was
closed because of an interview he con-
ducted with Abdurrahman Al-Jafri,
who was head of the national opposi-
tion at that time. He was subject to kid-
napping and beatings in 2003.

In 2001, Sheikh Ottoman Court had
issued three year sentence because of
an article he had written about Aden’s
former governor, Taha Ghanim.

Several international organizations
that are concerned about human rights
condemned the violations against Al-
Yafi'ee at the time. The New York
based Center for Protection of
Journalists condemned the violations
committed against Al-Yafi'ee on more
than one occasion.

Seventeen percent fatality
from traffic accidents in 2008

By: Yemen Times Staff reflexes when the rest of the body is
tired.

The number of car accidents peak
between three and nine in the evening,
which is when most people are
chewing Qat.

The majority of the causalities are
caused by car accidents, followed by
pedestrians being hit by speeding
vehicles. A quarter of the pedestrian
deaths were children less than 15 years
old.

More over, the Eid holidays always
witness an increase in the number of
traffic accidents. Eighty eight people
were reported dead in less than ten
days because of traffic incidents
during the recent Eid holidays in
December, compared to 78 deaths last
year for the same period.

The increase in car accidents and
causalities during the Eid holidays is
explained by the extensive traveling
that takes place during that time, as
many Yemenis living in the main cities
travel to their home towns in other
governorates.

SANA’A, Dec. 31 — The likelihood of
being killed in a car accident reached
17 percent in 2008, while the
registered causalities from traffic
accidents around Yemen totaled 2,833
deaths while more than twenty
thousand were injured. This is a 23
percent increase from last year.

These numbers resulted from
16,362 reported traffic accidents.
These numbers also mean that the
certainty of being injured in a car
accident is 100 percent. Official
reports from the General Traffic
Administration stated that this is a
result of driving recklessly without
wearing seatbelts in addition to talking
on mobile phone and even texting
while driving. The administration also
blamed long distance drivers for
chewing Qat while driving for long
hours.

Medical reports reveled that
although Qat is used as a mental
stimulant, it does not guarantee quick

Sana’a Forum calls for instant stop of Israeli aggression against Gaza

By Mahmoud Assamie

SANA’A, Dec. 31-The Sixth Sana’a
Forum for economic, security, political,
and cultural cooperation concluded in the
Sudanese capital of Khartoum on
Tuesday.

The final statement of the Forum under-
lined the leaders’ keenness on establishing
security and stability in the African Horn
and calming down conflicts in Ethiopia,
Eritrea and Djibouti through diplomatic
channels. It also enjoined the international
community to undertake the responsibility
of halting the International Criminal Court
move against the Sudanese president.

The Forum leaders, President Ali
Abdullah Saleh of Yemen, Sudanese
President Omer al-Bashir, Prime Minister
of Ethiopia Meles Zinawi, and acting
Somali Prime Minister Dr. Nour Hassan
Hussein, further called on the United
Nations Security Council to adopt the
required measures for putting an end to
violence against civilians in Gaza and to
resolve the Arab-Israeli struggle. They
also called on the UN Security Council to
oblige Israel to carry out related interna-
tional legislations.

“Only the United Sates can stop the bar-
baric and brutal aggression,” said Saleh in
the opening speech of the Summit. He

added that the United States can force
Israel and convince the Security Council
to take instant decision making steps to
stop Israeli aggression against Gaza.

Al-Bashir expressed his extreme anxi-
ety towards war crimes and the barbaric
destruction that Israeli troops have been
committing against Gaza citizens.
“Sorrowfully, these crimes are committed
before the international community
because of the shameful collusion of the
world’s super power, the United States of
America, and Israel. America was not
even ashamed to justify this aggression
and worked on frustrating any effort made
by the UN Security Council for denounc-
ing and stopping these Israeli actions
against Gaza.” The Sudanese president
added that this gives the Zionist entity the
green light to continue its genocide. He
affirmed that the United Nation has
become a supporter of this oppressive
force which moves it according its desires
and interests.

The leaders confirmed their complete
commitment toward realizing peace and
sustainable development in the Horn of
Africa, the South of the Red Sea, and solv-
ing differences by peaceful means. Acting
Somali Prime Minister Dr. Nour Hassan
Hussein pleaded to Sana’a Forum to pro-
vide money and logistical support for

Somali forces to create stability, especially
since Ethiopia decided to withdraw its
forces.

The leaders also affirmed enhancing
and improving cooperation between the
Forum members in all fields. They also
called for improving and enhancing trade
activities between their countries and
speeding up establishing free trade zones.

They also decided on forming a joint
task force comprised from various coun-
tries in the region in order to face piracy on
Somali coasts and the Gulf of Aden. The
task force will be under the supervision of
the Arab League and the African Union
and was made not just to combat piracy
but also to avoid any exterior interference
concerning the issue.

They welcomed the efforts of the
International Marine Organization that
recently established the regional center in
Yemen for exchanging information on
piracy and armed robbery against ships in
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden area in
Yemen.

The communiqué stressed the impor-
tance of coordinating efforts of the United
Nation, the Arab League, and internation-
al partners and donors to reconstruct
Somalia as soon as possible. It also
approved an inclusive program for
rebuilding Somali institutions and organiz-

ing returning refugees to their homeland.

Concerning  Sudan, the leaders
expressed their appreciation for efforts
towards implementing a peace agreement
in the east of Sudan and the Darfur area,
and praised positive developments of rela-
tions between Sudan and Chad. This
praise came in addition to expressing anx-
iety concerning the prosecution of the
International Criminal Court against
Sudan and the negative effects of these
activities on Arab and Affrican efforts for
realizing peace in Darfur.

Sana’a Forum summits are held every
year in one member country. The previous
summit was held last December 2007 in
the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa.

The Forum was established in Sana’a
on May 2002 for forming a triple coalition
that included Yemen, Sudan, and Ethiopia.
The three leaders of the Forum signed the
treaty of establishing the Forum on
December 30, 2003 in Addis Ababa.
Somalia has been added recently to the
coalition and there are plans for including
Djibouti.

The aims of the Forum are improving
cooperation between the member coun-
tries for realizing peace, protecting the
Horn African region, improving the econ-
omy, and settling differences between
these countries.
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INTERNAL / EXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Title of Post: Driver
Post Number: NEW
Category / Level: GL2
Location: Saadah

Entry on Duty: 01 February 2008
Duration: One Year
Closing Date: 12 January 2008

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Under the general supervision of the Field Assistant in the Saadlla Office, the

incumbent is expected to perform the following duties, guided by the

humanitarian principles and values of the United Nations, and adhering to the UN

Code of Conduct:

1 Drives office vehicles for the transport of authorized personnel and delivery
and collection of mail, documents and other items;

2 Meets official personnel at the airport and facilitates immigration and customs
formalities as required;

3 Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicle, checks
oil, water, battery, brakes, tires, etc., performs minor repairs and arranges for
other repairs and ensures that the vehicle is kept clean;

4 Logs official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil changes greasing, etc.;

5 Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in case of
involvement in accident;

6 Performs other duties as required.

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Knowledge and Skills: Completion of Primary education.

Experience: No less than four years of previous job experience. Driving licence,
knowledge of driving rules and regulations and skills in minor vehicle repair.
Languages: Good knowledge of the local language and knowledge of the
working language of the duty station. (English)

IMPORTANT:
Applications received after the above mentioned closing date will not be
considered. All applications should be sent to:

The Administration Officer,
UNHCR BO Sanala

P.O. Box 12093

Sanalla

Fax No.: + 967-1-469 770

Vacancy Announcement

on c SIPC is a subsidiary of SINOPEC. SINOPEC is rated as the

19th largest Company in the world. SIPC has 3 exploring
blocks as an operator & 1 development block as a partner in
Yemen. SIPC invites you to apply for the position of
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SIPC E&P Yemen
SOOGL Yemen

Planning & Budgeting Manager

R nsibiliti I not limi

Deployment.

e Accomplishing monthly statistical reports.
e Preparing and making presentations for Planning & Budgeting reports

for PEPA, MOM, and partners.
e Organizing and preparing

TCM/OCM/EAC meetings when required.
* Analyzing the performance of planning and budgeting.
e Communication with local government.
e Other duties related to planning & budgeting.

Qualifications:

e 5 years experience in a related role in Petroleum Company.

e 5 years experience in planning and budgeting field.

¢ Familiar with PSA (Production Sharing Agreement) and its obligations.

e Demonstrated proficiency in planning management including Yemeni
work law, regulation, geology and procedures of oil production.

e Good communication skills.

o Self starter with a high energy level, and the ability to deliver results.
e Analytical and critical thinking skills, with high attention to detail.
¢ Good English language & Good knowledge of computer skills.

Interested, please send your C.Vs and covering letter to:
The following e-mail: Recruitment@sipcyemen.com.ye
Note (only Short listed will be contacted for the interview)
Deadline for applying is 30/ 12 /2008

Compiling the annual Planning & Budget according to the Exploration

all budgeting documents for

tape0

§

SIPC E&P Yemen
SOOGL Yemen

position of

Material Supervisor

Responsibilities are but not limited to:
e Carrying out material exemption, clearance, transprotation, reg-

istration and usage record.

e Checking the goods arrived in the seaport or airport if necessary.
* Make inventory count both at warehouse and well site periodi-

cally.

* Monitor the materials transferring among the wells, yard, office,
temporary stock place and other places.

e Other works as instructed.

Qualifications and professional requirements:

e Universty/institution education with relevant professional

drilling experience.

e Strong knowledge of material organization and coordition.
e Parctial experience of oil materials.
e Good skill of computer, especially know MS Office application

and Outlook very well.
* Good English language skill.

Interested, please send your C.Vs and covering letter to:
The following e-mail: Recruitment@sipcyemen.com.ye
Note (only Short listed will be contacted for the interview)
Deadline for applying is 30/ 12 /2008

Vacanc y Announcement

OPEC SIPC is a subsidiary of SINOPEC. SINOPEC is rated
as the 19th largest Company in the world. SIPC has 3
exploring blocks as an operator & 1 development block
as a partner in Yemen. SIPC invites you to apply for the
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Congratulations to

SabaFon

on connecting 2,000,000 people

It is the visionary long-term strategy and leadership qualities
of Sabafon which has enabled 2,000,000 people to stay
connected with their loved ones across the country at all times.

Nokia Siemens Networks is proud to be a part of this landmark

achievement. Together we have the insight, services and
solutions to keep 2,000,000 customers smiling across Yemen.

Reinventing. The world. Connected.

www.unite.nokiasiemensnetworks.com
Copyright 2008 Nokia Siemens Networks. All rights reserved.
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VACANCY

Two full time positions are now available at the Yemen Basic Education Support and Training (BEST)
Project funded by USAID as Technical Officer and Technical Assistant to the Adult Literacy Coordinator.
He/She will be responsible for but not limited to the following duties:

Technical Assistant

- Prepare and arrange the workshops and training activities.

- Prepare data and information for Adult Literacy activities.

- Prepare financial data for the literacy activities using Excel Sheet
- Translate documents and letters of literacy component.

- Follow-up with field activities according to the plans and programs.
- Prepare and Print the required documents.

General Requirements:

Yemeni Nationality.

Bacheloris degree.

Previous experience in adult literacy three to five years.

Previous experience in preparing (data and information) management and accounting work.
Good command of written and spoken English.

Good Computer skills.

Ability to coordinate and manage workshops and training

K K K K K K K

Technical Officer

- Prepare the manuals and the educational booklets for Adult Education.

- Train the teachers and the inspectors on the ways of teaching in the adult literacy.

- Implement the workshop and evaluate the programs of adult education and life skills.
- Prepare the materials related to the training activities.

- Field visits to the targeted governorates.

- Prepare the reports and the plans of the literacy and adult education.

General Requirements:

Yemeni Nationality.

Bacheloris or Master degree of Education (Adult Literacy).

Preferred previous experience in handling small grants

Previous experience in adult literacy five years +

Previous experience in preparing Adult Literacy programs and guides.
Good command of written and spoken English.

Good Computer skills.

Ability to travel.

K K K K K K K K

Qualified applicants should send their CVs with cover letters no later than two weeks after the date of this
announcement to the following address by mail or fax:

Attn: Administration
Fax: +967-1-304109
PO Box 22377
SanalJa, Republic of Yemen




Report

1 January, 2009 5

2008 Headlines in Yemen

The year 2008 witnessed much conflict such as the setback of
freedom of expression, a drop in the gender gap index, much
environmental devastation due to natural and man-made
catastrophes and of course the conflicting situation in Sa’ada. On
the bright side there were a number of positive events such as a
number of Yemeni women obtaining international recognition,
strong stand in solidarity with the people of Gaza on a number of
occasions and a drop in the crime rate and the child mortality rate.

Complied by: Salma Ismail

JANUARY

World Bank: Without agricultural
growth, poverty in Yemen will
increase

The World Bank resented its 2008
World Development Report which fea-
tured plans for more investment in the
agriculture sector of Yemen’s econo-
my.

Yemenis protest Israeli blockade of
Gaza

Thousands of Yemenis marched in the
streets of Sana’a to protest Israel’s
blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Arms carrying ban leads to a 39 per-
cent decrease in crime

New strategy to ban weapons results in
87 percent increase of weapons collect-
ed bringing the number up to 70,000 in
a four month period from August 2007.

Online freedom of speech suffers set-
back in Yemen

Several Yemeni websites were blocked
by the government-controlled ISPs,
preventing thousands of residents in
Yemen from accessing the sites.

FEBRUARY

Oil spill in Hudeidah Kkills large
numbers of marine life

Six tons of exhaust oil leaks from the
central power station in Hodeidah over
an area spanning 14-kms along the Al-
Erge tourist coats killing large quanti-
ties of fish.

Humanitarian situation is Sa’ada
worsens amid indicators of relative
calm

As the government approves a sched-
ule to implement an agreement reached
with the Houthis, a humanitarian study
reveals shocking statistics related to
post trauma stress disorders among
children.

MARCH

Government officials involved in
marketing banned pesticides

The Committee of Agriculture and
Irrigation in the parliament discloses
the implication of officials from the
ministry and Hodeidah governorate in
allowing banned pesticides to enter the
country through the Hodeidah Port

Houthis urges mediation committee
to investigate jail massacre

Houthi representative claims presiden-
tial mediation committee should imme-
diately respond to his request that a
committee be formed to visit Fakhra
central prison in Sa’ada and investigate
an alleged massacre committed against
jailed Houthi representatives.

Yemen allows transport of rare
plants to Saudi Arabia

Subjecting the Dragon’s Blood Tree to
extinction, the Ministry allows for
more than 100 saplings to be transport-
ed on a private jet to Saudi Arabia to be
planted in the Royal Garden

Yemeni children at risk due to
Chinese toys

Experts warn that although many
Chinese toys have been banned, their
widespread presence, due to illegal
smuggling, continues to negatively
affect children.

American embassy in Sana’a under
attack

At least sixteen people have been
killed, after two cars carrying a suicide
bomber and armed fighters attacked
the US Embassy in Sana’a. The attack
killed four civilians including an
Indian, six security guards and six of
the attackers.

APRIL

Saudi authorities burn 18 Yemeni
immigrants
Saudi officials scathed with diesel the

YT Photo by Khagled Al-Ba’adani

bodies of 18 Yemenis who were hiding
in a hole while they were trying to
cross into a Saudi village bordering
Yemen.

8 year-old girl’s divorce is finalized
while law to prevent early marriage
stalls

Nojoud, with the support of her lawyer
Shatha Mohammed Nasser and uncle
pays her way out of marriage with YR
100, 000 from an anonymous donor in
the Emirates.

MAY

Yemeni prisoners at Gitmo become
clinically insane

Former Guantanamo Bay detainee
Sami Al-Hajj reveals that certain
Yemeni inmates at Guantanamo have
gone clinically insane because of hallu-
cinogenic pills they were forced to take
by guards.

Ruling party wins majority of gover-
nor seats amid absent rivalry
Gubernatorial elections in Yemen’s 20
governorates witnesses over 6500 out
of a total of 7484 local councilors
elected governors.

JUNE

Yemeni woman wins InterAction’s
Humanitarian of the Year Award

Suoad Qassim Saleh, program coordi-
nator of Basic Health Services is
awarded by the US-based coalition
representing more than 165 humanitar-
ian and development organizations
worldwide.

State Security Court sentences Al-
Shoura editor to 6 years in jail

The State Security Court which han-
dles terrorist cases, on Monday sen-
tenced journalist and human rights
activist Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwani, who
is editor of chief of Al-Shoura weekly
newspaper to six years in prison.

Houthi fighters threaten to hit
Sana’a Airport

Amid Defense Ministry’s announce-
ments that the army has driven Houthis
from Bani Hushaish and taken over
strategic mountain top positions in the
area Houthis which are deployed
excessively in Sana’a are threatening
to hit Sana’a Airport.

Photo by Abdulaziz Omar / SABA

JMP demonstration near Sana'a University. The protestors raised banners

JULY

Saleh calls for recruiting tribesmen
to fight Houthis

During a meeting with trial sheiks and
leaders fom Saada governorate,
President Ali Abdullah Saleh called for
recruiting pro-government tribesmen
to back the state in its fight against
Houthis

Saleh declares end to Sa’ada fighting
President announces that fighting with
Houthi supporters in Sa’ada, Amran
and Sana’a governorates has ended

AUGUST

Parliament report discloses corrup-
tion at government’s Aden Oil
Refineries

A parliamentary report reveals corrup-
tion over the past two years at Aden Oil
Refineries, a company belonging to the
Yemeni government. Prepared by the

governorates.

Parliament-affiliated Oil and Minerals
Development Committee, the report
indicates that corruption at Aden Oil
Refineries “consumed $200 million
from public finances.

Tarim operation death toll increases,
Yemeni-Saudi contacts to face Al-
Qaeda The Ministry of Interior
declared last Tuesday that it had killed
the Al-Qaeda leader Hamza Al-
Kuwaiti along with four others in a
“qualitative security operation” in
Tarim region of the Hadhramout gov-
ernorate.

World Bank study: COCA should be
independent

The World Bank recently stressed the
necessity of the Central Organization
for Control and Auditing, or COCA,
and the Anti-Corruption Authority
being fully and truly independent in
their work, maintaining that their cur-
rent supposed independence is merely
ink on paper.

Al-Qaeda vows revenge

The Al-Qaeda Jihad Organization in
Yemen yesterday confirmed the death
of its leader, Hamza Al-Qa’iti, along
with four other elements in confronta-
tions with security forces in Tarim,
Hadramout governorate, on Aug. 11.

Economists warn of impact from
Somali pirating acts on Yemeni econ-
omy

Yemeni economists warned that the
Somali pirating acts that target interna-
tional marine ships and commercial
tankers in the international waters of
the African Horn and Gulf of Aden will
have a negative effect on the Yemeni
economy, demanding that security
measures should be taken to maintain
“the national economic security.

i

calling on the government to quit playing games and to stop corrupting the

elections.

SEPTEMBER

Malaysian-Yemeni cooperation to
release the two tankers

Malaysia asked Yemen and Somalia to
cooperate with it to release the two
tankers hijacked last month in the Gulf
of Aden near the Yemeni coast. To
release the tankers, the Somali pirates
demanded US $4.7 million.

Yemen among the world’s most vul-
nerable states

Seven Arab countries, including
Yemen, head a list of the world’s 60
most vulnerable states in the Failed
States Index 2008, an annual index
published by the Fund for Peace think-
tank and Foreign Policy magazine.

Doing Business 2009 report: Yemen
holds record development in busi-
ness regulations

Yemen jumped 25 places in the global
rankings on the ease of doing business
and was listed as the world’s 98th busi-

ness reformer this year, according to
the World Bank’s Doing Business 2009
report, released on Wednesday.

Yemen to establish three regional
anti-piracy centers along the Gulf of
Aden

The Yemeni government approved last
Tuesday the establishment of three
regional centers to combat maritime
piracy in the Gulf of Aden and Bab Al-
Mandab Strait and to protect interna-
tional maritime traffic in these areas.

JMP demands re-forming the elec-
tion committee

The ruling General People’s Congress
(GPC) has confirmed that the upcom-
ing parliamentary elections are sched-
uled to be held in April 2009. In the
meantime, the Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP) have demanded that the
Supreme Commission for Election and
Referendum (SCER) be re-clected “on
an impartial basis”.

Colombian hostages released

After three days of captivity at the
hands of armed tribesmen of the pow-
erful Ba Kazem tribe, Colombian engi-
neers Hector Marin and Rafael Ayala
have been released in good health.

OCTOBER

Al-Khaiwani vows to continue
defending press freedom

Journalist Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwani
narrated his ordeal while serving a
five-month imprisonment term for his
writing and undertook to continue his
activities in defense of human rights
and press freedoms in Yemen.

Amid fears of foreign plan to inter-
nationalize the Red Sea, Yemen seeks
Arab efforts to combating piracy
Yemen’s efforts in combating piracy in
the Red Sea has seen President
Abdullah Saleh pay visits to Saudi
Arabia, Egypt and Jordan over the past
couple of weeks to discuss pervasive
piracy activities in the Gulf of Aden.

Pro-government tribesmen trigger
clashes with Houthi followers

The situation in Sa’ada has been calm
with the exception of some localized
disputes triggered by pro-government
tribesmen against Houthi supporters in
more than one district, tribal sources
from the governorate said.

Yemen’s child mortality rate drops
The mortality rate for children under
five years old in Yemen decreased from
102 to 78 per 1000 cases during the
seven years up to 2006, according to
results of a survey by the Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)
released on Sunday.

YT photo by Saddam Al-Ashmoi
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After four years of war president declares fighting with Houthis in Sa’ada,

Amran and Sana’a governorates has ended.

Government declares Hadramout
and Al-Maharah devastated areas
58 have been killed, dozens of citizens
are missing and over 20,000 people are
homeless due to flash floods that
resulted from heavy rains in the eastern
areas of Yemen including Hadramout
and Al-Maharah.

Yemen drops thirteen places in RSF
Index

Independent and opposition journalists
battled major restrictions and prosecu-
tion in 2007, with a dozen arrested and
others physically attacked in the street,
causing Yemen to slip thirteen places in
the fifth annual Reporters Without
Borders Press Freedom Index which
covers the 12 months from September
2007 to September 2008.

upcoming parliamentary elections
unless their demands are fulfilled.

Psychological impact of Sa’ada war
on children

Post-traumatic stress disorders affect
up to 45.5 percent of children in Sa’ada
due to the devastating wars that they
have experienced during the past four
years, according to a study released by
SEYAJ, the Organization for
Childhood Protection

DECEMBER

Yemen comes last in Global Gender
Gap report for the third year in a
row

For the third consecutive year, Yemen
ranks last in the Global Gender Gap
Report 2008 published by the World
slight

Economic Forum with a

YT photo by Mohammed bin Sallam

Journalist Abdulkarim Al-Khaiwani narrated his ordeal while serving a five-
month imprisonment term for his writing and undertook to continue his
activities in defense of human rights and press freedoms in Yemen.

NOVEMBER

Health warning and potential envi-
ronmental disaster in Hadramout
Damage inflicted by flash floods in the
governorates of Hadramout and Al-
Mabharah late last month is not limited
to material and human loss, but
includes the threat of an environmental
disaster, particularly in districts of the
Hadramout Valley.

Yemenis hopeful for Obama’s
“change” in the Middle East
Although most Yemenis admire first
African-American president-elect
Barak Obama and hope that he will re-
think American foreign policy in the
Middle East, they do not expect sweep-
ing change in the region during his first
term.

Yemeni girl selected as one of sixty
Global Changemakers

Although she is not your typical
Yemeni girl, she is very much a
Yemeni at heart. Needa Al-Qadasi, 17,
is Yemen’s participant in the British
Council’s Global Changemakers proj-
ect to take place at the Guildford
Forum near London in January 2009.

Protests against voter registration
process

Protests against the voter registration
process organized by supporters of the
Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) have
spread to most Yemeni governorates.
The JMP have finally announced that
they will boycott the upcoming parlia-
mentary elections in April 2009.

JMP confirms objection to elections
unless demands are met

The Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) held a
consultative meeting on Friday during
which the opposition coalition’s lead-
ers confirmed their objection to the

improvement in its score compared to
last year.

Security measures for Yemeni Jews
increased after the murder of a
Jewish teacher

The trial of the air force officer who
shot a prominent Yemeni Jew last week
in Raidah, Amran, is to start on
Tuesday. The murderer was dismissed
from work four years ago, and was not
imprisoned for the murder of his own
wife two years ago because of being
mentally unstable.

Bani Dhabyan release German
hostages but keep 8-year-old Yemeni
child

The three German hostages who were
kidnapped by an armed group from the
Bani Dhabyan, Khawlan tribe, were
released peacefully and without condi-
tions on Friday, bringing to an end their
five-day ordeal.

Malaysian Businessmen to Help
Yemen Join GCC

Malaysia and Yemen signed several
agreements and Memorandum of
Understandings (MoU) during the
sideline of the “Industry, The
Country’s Future” conference held in
Mukallah Hadhramaut on Dec 22 and
23, 2008 in the presence of former
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir
Mohammed.

Tens of thousands of Yemenis protest
in solidarity with the people of Gaza
The wave of anger that continues to
sweep across the Arab and Muslim
world was evident on the faces of the
tens of thousands of Yemeni demon-
strators that stood under the blazing
sun in protest of the ongoing Israeli
massacre of the Palestinians in Gaza
which has so far killed over 300 people
and injured over 800.
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Opinion

Reinforcing the culture of political dialogue

By: Dr. Tariq Al-Mansub

olitical disagreements

shouldn’t spoil our cordial-

ity. Divergence of opinion

is an indication of a free

and united society. It is
impossible to imagine a nation as
diverse as Yemen sharing viewpoints
on all issues. A society that experiences
such agreement is often considered
inactive and sluggish. Yemen, in con-
trast, remains unified in its diversity.
Political activities, a multiparty system,
and a developed space for the freedom
of expression, cannot be denied except
by intractable and narrow minded indi-
viduals. Readers of the articles pub-
lished in the official, partisan or inde-
pendent newspapers in Yemen can
judge the degree of democracy within
the Yemeni political spectrum for them-
selves.

Dialog represents a natural channel
to overcome disagreements. It is the
alternative to political and ideological
violence that is often practiced through
political speeches. It is the violence that
some of our intellectuals are accus-
tomed to practicing on the Yemeni
reader under the pretext of freedom of
expression and opinion.

We don’t disagree much on the
necessity of discussion of the issues
relevant to our society. What we do

disagree on is the ownership of the
issues, and the rights of others to
express different opinions. This leads
us to question the reasons for an
absence of a "dialog culture" between
intellectuals and politicians in our soci-
ety. It also leads us to ask about the
reasons behind the lack of a reinforced
political dialog which accepts counter
perspectives as legitimate and neces-
sary to a democratic society.

After researching the ethical princi-
ples of a political dialog which devel-
ops an atmosphere of mutual respect
between all components of the society,
we found a number of common charac-
teristics.

The first principle maintains the
necessity of recognizing the right of
disagreement. This concept is one of
morality which deals with different
issues of thought and opinion.
Respecting the right of all the compo-
nents of Yemeni society requires indi-
viduals never claim opinions as
absolute fact. Rather, it means that one
has the right to presume whatever he or
she desires under the condition that
beliefs and opinions remain clearly sep-
arated from objectively verifiable fact.
Each one of us is subjected to the same
degree of fallibility. It is not shameful
for a person to commit a mistake. What
is shameful is to insist that their opinion
remains correct after they recognize

they are wrong.

The second principle is related to the
importance of understanding the count-
er opinion in its referential and histori-
cal context. This is because political
speeches stated through political poli-
cies, television programs, and newspa-
per articles is a matter of action and
reaction. Through this duality, plurali-
ty and disagreement can emerge.

Many political parties ignore this
principle and believe that all the per-
spectives are the same, and their poli-
cy is unarguably correct. In reality, our
society today witnesses a number of
opinions and ideas. Therefore, it is not
possible to talk about a single unified
political or cultural position.

The third principle is represented by
the importance of dealing with the
other — the rival — from the perspective
of understanding and with a commit-
ment to objectivity. Let us talk frankly
and objectively and ask ourselves the
following questions: How many of us
believe in such a fact? Are we commit-
ted to such ethics of dialog through our
opinions and visions?

This principle is directly connected
with the fourth concept which focuses
on the importance of believing in the
relativity of facts and the possibility of
progress. Many issues previously
viewed as infallible, today have
become issues that can be discussed

and refuted. Many researchers believe
that formerly accepted scientific facts
have become scientific theses — possi-
ble, not absolute, answers — that can be
discussed, amended, and even rejected
if proved false.

In the world of politics, economics,
and ideology, this matter becomes a
question of deliberateness and patience
before presuming the ownership of
absolute fact. Many issues which were
agreed upon and taken for granted by
political intellectuals are no longer
today accepted as they were in the past.
Similarly, many issues in the field of
economics which were disagreed upon
in the past have been agreed upon today
due to intellectual and technological
developments of the past century.

In addition to the aforementioned
principles, another precept states that
freedom of opinion never allows for
damaging others or national and reli-
gious principles. Difference in opinion
shouldn’t spoil the cordiality of all the
various components of Yemeni society.
Otherwise, coexistence, or rather,
"political coexistence," will be impos-
sible to reach in our society. Will the
discordant Yemeni political powers
respond to the repeated calls for politi-
cal dialog made by President Ali
Abdulla Saleh?

Source: Al-Mithaq

Tourism is the solution

By: Abdul Rahman Bajjash

hen you read the

statistics  about

tourism in Spain,

you will be aston-

ished and rub your
eyes two or three times. Then you will
ask yourself: are these figures that I see
true? Is it possible that such a tremen-
dous number of tourists visit that coun-
try which Arabs left so many centuries
ago?

Some say that Spain is the most
beautiful land in the world, famous for
such historical landmarks as the Al-
Hamra Palace, the popular Flamenco
dance, and Picasso’s world renowned
paintings such as ‘Guernica,” of which
it is said the entire Spanish people
“kept in their eyes” during the civil
war.

Spain is also an extremely modern
country where some of the greatest
soccer clubs in the world exist, includ-
ing Real Madrid, Barcelona, and cham-
pions of the European Countries Cup.

Spain is the country where a man wres-
tles bulls until death for sport; either
the man dies or the bull in a strange
dialectic that represents the conflict of
life in its most barbaric forms. Spain is
where Picasso and Franco were born;
Picasso, one of the greatest artists
among all those who carried a paint-
brush, and Franco, one of the most
powerful dictators in history.

Up to 75 million people, Arabs
included, visit Andalusia - the old
Arabic word for Spain — each year.
"Why did the Arabs leave Andalusia?"
I asked Al-Tayyib Salih, the Sudanese
author of Season of Migration to the
North, after I finished an interview
with him for Maeen Magazine. He kept
silent for a while and then said, "There
is only one explanation which I think is
reasonable: they longed for their moth-
ers' milk!” Maybe.

These days, Arabs return as tourists
to Andalusia to see with their eyes and
touch with their hands the remnants of
the Arab Andalusian period that contin-
ued for 700 years — a period the

Spanish have taken pains to preserve. I
wonder how much revenue the 75 mil-
lion tourists provide for Spain and its
people? The answer is left to your
imagination.

In Spain, there is no oil, and if there
is, they don’t mention it. In our coun-
try, Yemen, there is oil and nothing
else. Our life — unfortunately — current-
ly depends on oil revenues. Its prices
are decreasing constantly and our eyes
are exhausted as a result of searching
the graphs and figures of oil prices.

However, there is a treasure in our
hands that needs only to be delivered to
a clever merchant: our country itself. In
this bad situation that the global finan-
cial crisis put us in, we have nowhere
to turn except towards tourism. Yemen
has a wealth of historical sites that
more than rival anything that Spain has
to offer, and the rustic charm and qual-
ity that Spain lost years ago. There is
no reason that Yemen can’t stake its
own claim to the global tourism mar-
ket.

The Yemeni people can’t implement

a plan to improve tourism by them-
selves. Therefore, we are in need of a
clear strategy for improving the econo-
my to be applied in ways that all
Yemeni people can benefit from and
work towards. The annual governmen-
tal meeting concerning the economy
could be used to discuss such econom-
ic steps toward improving tourism —
that is, if it doesn’t turn into mere
papers to be filed away. That is, the
meeting shouldn’t be a mere occasion
for idle chatter. We should make use of
others' experiences, listen to people of
expertise, and move from work in
offices into the outdoors and to the
people themselves. We need to involve
Yemenis of all races and teach them, as
well as the incumbent officials, that
tourism is the solution. In addition to
all this, the law should be applied
strictly and harshly to those who kid-
nap tourists and visitors. Otherwise, we
will remain stuck in the same vicious
circle of economic hardship.

Source: Al-Thawra

S
K
E
T
C
H
E
D

Z20—-2-7T7O0

By: Samer

Massacre in Gaza:
Israel as we know it

n recalling the history of the Zionist

state of Israel, embedded in the

indigenous territory historically and

biblically known as Palestine, one

would find that the ongoing massacre in
Gaza is no more than one of a series of slaughters
and massacres inflicted on the Palestinians and
other Arabs by the military wing of the
international Zionist movement.

The insistence of putting the responsibility of
this reliance on the mass killings of the very
people this unholy movement has evicted from their ancestral homeland
since time was gauged is enforced by the seemingly hogwashy coverage
by the western press of the terrible crimes now being inflicted in Gaza.
From Deir Yassin in 1948 to Qana (1996 and 2006) to Gaza, and the many
villages in between in Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the Sinai
Peninsula, the so called Israeli Defense Forces and their various death
squad manifestations (including so called "deranged" Zionist extremists
of the likes of Menahim Begin and the murderer of the Ibrahim Mosque
in Hebron) have relied on the flagrant use of organized and legitimized
terrorism.

By using the most lethal and modern killing tools generously supplied
to it by the United States the terrorist state of Israel has sought to inflict
the maximum spilling of bloodshed possible with merciless impunity. For
obvious reasons, the Zionist machine knows well that its very presence in
the Holy Land is not based on any meaningful legal pretext whatsoever
and certainly disdained by the very victims of this unholy presence. The
major victims of this ongoing sadistic disregard for human life have
mostly been civilians of the likes of the residents of Gaza, who are already
subject to the most unbearable living conditions.

Of course the issue in all these criminal acts in the land of the olive tree
— the symbol of peace — is not simply the firing of harmless firecrackers
into illegal Israeli residences, or the throwing of pebbles by the very
people forcefully evicted from the land where those settlements now exist.
After all these illegal settlements are usually as a result of the several
massacres inflicted by the Zionists over the past years of Israel's illegal
existence and ongoing illegal occupation and siege of the Palestinians in
the remaining territory that has not been walled in, illegally settled, or
under siege or occupation. This is the hogwash that the western press has
used as the "justification" for the mad sadism now being inflicted in Gaza.

Needless to say, the people of the region and most civilized and
knowledgeable westerners and easterners know full well that the
massacres in Gaza are no more than Israel just being the Israel they have
always known. The very existence of Israel and its sustainability is
reliant on mass bloodshed (see this link for a detailed list of all the
massacres that Israel has inflicted before and after its existence until 1999:
http://www.soundofegypt.com/Palestinian/adult/massacres.htm). The
indiscriminate shedding of Arab blood is the only method which Israel can
use to instill its non-bona fide raison d'étre. The Zionist machine cannot
ever feel safe except if the victims of its very existence are left in mass
prisons like Gaza, deprived of the basic minimum essentials for
sustenance and deprived of any freedom of movement to seek brighter
lives anywhere in the world that will still be considered as a haven of
mercy from Zionist persecution. It is this ongoing oppression that is the
only vehicle for assuring the sustainability of this criminal experiment in
nation building.

After all, what is the reason for the Zionist machine possessing well
over 200 nuclear warheads and the most state of the art killing machine in
the world? This is Israel's vehicle to terrorize not only the Arabs, but the
rest of the world as well, isn't it? However that is another issue to be
discussed some other time in CS.

The fact of the matter is that Israel's very existence will not find any
acceptability until the Zionist mentality is rehabilitated to realizing that its
desire for peace can never be ascertained by the excessive reliance on
excessive murder and bloodshed. Especially if this sadistic craving is
inflicted on the victims of the manifestation of a bogus Zionist dream of
conquering the land of Zion ("Eretz Israel"), which supposedly extends
from the Nile to the Euphrates (as illustrated by a map in the wall of the
Israeli Knesset).

In reality, Israel is the manifestation of terror. The fact is that is that no
modern state has so systematically and inhumanely relied on terror by
using all the modern killing technology freely available to the IDF. Why?
Because Israel must use its military hardware indiscriminately against
those who only seek to be granted justice and to be free from an inhumane
occupation, siege and ongoing oppression that continuously defies
comprehension by any civilized observer.

The western press is a part of this heavy reliance on "state" terrorism
as it resorts to "Big Brother" media techniques to distort the issues by
persistently pointing out the Palestinian rocket attacks as the real reasons
for the flagrant mass killings in Gaza [to moment of writing this: 350
dead and well over a thousand five hundred injured Palestinians, (1 Israeli
dead — how disproportionate can one get?) with the bombs still falling on
Gaza and the Israeli armor divisions ready to recopy (magnified several
times) the Jenin massacre, in which it was reported that at least 56
Palestinians, half of whom were civilians, were mercilessly slaughtered].

As far as most objective observers are concerned, this is Israel being
Israel as they have known it all along its blood stained history.

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for
more than 20 years.
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Business

Yemenli post services: a review of achievements

The first post office was established in Yemen in 1839 in Aden.
Since then, postal service has expanded and competitors from
the private sector launched various national and international
postal services. Yet the Posts and Postal Saving Corporation
remains the most wide spread and important for many
Yemenis who receive their pensions or have saving accounts

with the corporation.

By: Ismail Al-Ghabiri
and Yemen Times Staff

n 2008, The General Corporation

for Post and Postal Saving estab-

lished sixteen new post offices in

2008 around the republic, while

20 are currently under construc-
tion. Additionally, five modern designed
offices have recently been opened in the
capital Sana’a. The corporation has also
increasing the working hours in those five
offices to provide uninterrupted service
from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm. Today there are
276 offices around the republic. and in
2009 a plan for establishing 60 new
offices has been approved.

A speed post service, both locally and
internationally, has been realized due a 72
percent increase in funding in 2007. This
service has been linked with the
International Postal Union for tracking
sent mail, which is linked to the internet
so that citizens can track the progress of
mail online.

The services provided include:
National normal mailing services;
registered mail; express mail;
international mailing service;
money transaction service nation-
ally; advertising and campaigning
mail services, postal saving
accounts; cargo and shipment
services; water, electricity and
phone bills collection service;
stamp collector service; govern-
ment employees payroll service;
social welfare benefits service;
pensions and retirement
allowances benefits.

For more
WWW.post.ye

information go to

As a result, Yemeni post has been
awarded the bronze prize by the Union,
out of 196 potentially prize-winning
member countries, for its performance in
fast mail delivery service. Yemen was the
only Arab country to get this prize.

Post centers and offices are working
around the clock. Five working shifts for
sorting, closing and sending mails on
time have been organized. In addition,
postal flights and improved goods trans-
portation have been increased by 3 per-
cent.

The Post Corporation has carried out a
number of projects, at a cost of over YR
328 million. This included the purchase
of new transmitting equipments for
increasing the network’s output. About
424 computers and 495 printers have
been also purchased for these projects.
Around 1000 sets of Ethernet cables have
been imported, and 49 offices have been
added to the network.

The Corporation has finalized the cre-
ation of the infrastructure for A.T.M serv-

ice at a total cost of YR 123 million,
which will be launched soon.

Challenges

Despite the achievements, there are still a
number of challenges that the postal cor-
poration faces in its operation. Some of
these problems were discussed with the
director of the post corporation, Faiz Saif
Abdo Said director general of Postal
Affairs who provided insight into the
problems.

Mistakes have occurred in the past,
often due to problematic addresses where
senders have written the post box number
but omitted the name of the post office.
Some P.O. Box numbers are repeated in
Sana’a and Aden, and as a result mail has
occasionally been delivered incorrectly.
For this reason, the Post Corporation has
decided to introduce stricter administra-
tive procedures for the parsing of address-
es, in the hope that this will reduce the
frequency of mistakes occurring with
ordinary letters.

No offices for women. In the past, sep-
arate windows were allocated for female
customers in a number of post offices,
and women have been employed in many
post offices. In the near future, we hope to
allocate entire offices or halls for women.

Giving checks to persons other than
their owners. This is considered a breach
of the law and, when such cases are dis-
covered, disciplinary measures as
extreme as firing the employee in ques-
tion are taken. Nevertheless, checks are
given only to real owners.

No machine cashier. "We want to
assure people," said the Post Corporation,
"that the A.T.M service is in its final
phase. We are preparing the operational
programming, and the requisite equip-
ment is currently being set up in a number
of locations throughout the capital
Sana’a."

Accumulating some parcels of unclear
addressed. Addresses are sought out using
all available channels, including the per-
sonal experience of the local postmen in
delivering mail. In case of failure, senders
are asked to provide more detailed
addresses, often including telephone
numbers. These measures take some
time, and during this legally defined peri-
od, mail is kept according to the interna-
tional post treaty. If delivery proves
impossible, these parcels are returned to
the sender.

What people have to say about the cor-
poration's services:

Khaled Ishaaq, a government employee:
There are no particular statistics relating
to the level of public use of Yemeni post.
In my opinion, current postal services are
quite good.

Harth Ahmad, Worker: Yemeni post is
good. I send money to my mother and sis-
ters via the post through direct postal
orders.

Naser Saleh, Pensioner: I receive my

REAVELE @F YEIEN
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Inauguration of Al-Saleh's Mosque Stamp. Stamps document historic and

national events.

pensions via the post office every three
months. Obviously this is an important
service of the General Corporation for
Post and Postal Saving. The only fault of
the Postal Saving is that some employees
are handing out pension money to the
incorrect people. In the past, some people
have come to the office without their pen-
sion cards and asked for their pension,
only to mistakenly be given the pension
of a third party.

Hamoud al-Hubaishi, Retailer: My
knowledge of the workings of the postal
service is not good because I am illiterate,
but others say that the post is the institu-
tion that transports letters and parcels to
their recipients, whether in the city or the
village.

Muhsen Ma’udha, Employee: Postal
users are those who have financial and
trade interests. And I think that if the post
could provide improved services and
attract dealer confidence, it will end com-
petition between private companies exit-
ing in Yemen.

Shawqi Asa’ad, Radio programs pro-
ducer, According to my knowledge, most
people who want fast postal service turn
to international companies, regardless of
the increased price for the service. But for
internal services, I know that they are
good and secure, although I personally
find that using taxis for transporting
important letters is easier and faster.
Generally speaking, I think that a culture
of postal use in our country is absent, and
that there is little propagation of this serv-
ice by the corporation, which instead that
focuses on saving money, and does not
care about distributing letters.

Salim al-Humaidi, Services Employee
in a radio station: Post offices provide
many services such as transporting letters
inside and outside the country. They also
provide postal saving and distribute pub-
lic employees' salaries, making this serv-
ice useful for people.

Mohammad Allisani, Stamp Hobbyist:
As you know postal stamps contribute in
spreading awareness and culture between
hobbyists and promoting this culture
among the younger generation. These
stamps gain additional material value in
the course of time. I hope the Post
Corporation will continue to issue many
new stamps serving their hobbyists.

Qayed Assayidi, Translator: Postal
services are divided into two kinds; finan-
cial services and postal services. The
financial services comprise postal trans-
fers, services for pensioners and services
for electricity and the paying of electric
and water bills.

As far as I’'m concerned, if the Yemeni
postal services are to keep pace with

Al-Mujama' Post Office in Hadda Street. Post offices provide various services including paying bills and receiving
pensions.

those of developed countries, the officials
concerned will have to build the requisite
facilities and foster the necessary employ-
ee competence to encourage Yemeni citi-
zens to choose national over international
services.

Samar al-Muhayani, Teacher: I believe
that the post has an important humanitar-
ian role. But concerning local services,
and Yemeni trust in them, the post is not
as it is supposed to be. I, for example,
receive my salary from the post office but
I find difficulty in doing so due to intense
crowding in some post offices. I suggest
that there be special offices specifically
for women to receive their salaries from,
and that the employees who perform this
service be woman.

Mohammad Humaid, University
Professor: Post offices, and the different
services they offer, are important in ful-
filling citizens’ needs. To my knowledge,
there have been claims of people losing
parcels and letters, and that these parcels
and letters were put mistakenly, by postal
workers, in boxes other than those of their
owners.

Additionally, checks have occasionally
been given out to those to whom they do
not belong. This reflects negatively on
these services, and fosters a general sense
of mistrust among citizens who instead
turn to private companies which may give
better services. I hope that the officials
concerned recognize these mistakes, and

Job Title:
Reports fo:
Work Location;
Contract Type:
Duties & Responsibilities:

of wnrk.

Reqguired Qualifications

APPLICATION PROCESS

work to provide better public services in
the future.

Abdul-Wahab Salah, Employee: Post
offices are not without faults, and some
are not even clean. Letters are often put
mistakenly in boxes of the incorrect num-
ber, causing clients to lose trust in the
post.

Ameen Assabri, Tailor: For me, I
would say that despite the various postal
services on offer, there are mistakes
regarding the correct delivery of some
parcels and letters.

Nada Assayghi, University Student:
The postal and financial services as car-
ried out by the Post Corporation are nei-
ther bad, nor good. There are no special
places where women can receive their
salaries without mixing with men in the
crowd.

Ali Assayani, General Manager of
Programs Department in Radio Station:
There is no doubt that the services pro-

<

vided by the Post Corporation, whether
financial or postal, are good. The best of
these services are the paying of electrici-
ty, water and telephone bills. In my opin-
ion, having such services available in any
public facility is a good thing.

Sanad al-Kumaim, Engineer: It’s a
good thing to have modern postal servic-
es, beyond the simple delivery of mail,
which the Post Corporation has been
offering. Financial services are somewhat
acceptable, when compared to their
implementation in the past.

Ahmad Arrada’i, Smalltime Merchant:
Post users are those who take advantage
of the services offered, such as general
businessmen and government employees,
whether they are currently employed or
retired, and also those citizens who pay
telephone or other bills. In my view, if
such services continue to be offered by
the Post Corporation, then people will
benefit from these services.

Highlights in the Yemeni Post and Postal Saving Corporation:

The corporation connects with its branches around the republic via

1839 First post office established Yemen, in Aden
1868 First post office established in Sana'a
1930 Yemen joins International Postal Union
1930 First stamp issued according to international standards
1946 Yemen one of the five founding countries of Arab Postal Union
1964 First international air mail
1990 Express mail service launched
1991 Postal law established by which the corporation became
a government services office and not just for mail
1992 President inaugurates the new premises of the corporation
1994
a computer network
2000 Money transaction services
2000 Saving accounts system
2001 Social welfare services provided via the corporation
2002 www.post.ye launched
2002 First Yemeni virtual currency: Electronic Riyal
2003 Government employees' payroll via the corporation
2003 Lunching the international tracking system IPS
2003 Current Accounts system
2005 electronic financial transactions
2007 Electricity, water and phone bills payment services
2007 EMS - speed post service
2008 ATM services
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YEMEN LNG COMPANY

e
Job Vacancy

The Yemean LNG project involves the construction and oparation of a gas pipeline, a harbour
and a igucfiod natural gas processing plant at Bakhaf on the Gulf of Aden which will export
6.7 million tons of LNG per annum. The Project offices are based in Sana’a and has an an-
ticipated lifespan of over 20 years. Yemen LNG iz now recruiting the temporary and perma-
nent staff who will construct and manage the Project

Maintenance Services Superintendent — Ref. # 216
Maintenance & Inspection Manager

Balhal — Rotational

Indefinite Duratlon — for Yemenlis

3 Years contract — renewable if required — For Expats

Responsible lor e apolication ol the Yemen LNG HSE Policy and nailond regudalions relabad o Une leld

= Controls the contracior's HSE awareness and ability to waork on site.

+ Reports to Maintenance and Inspaction Managar and manages and follows up on technical sarvices
cEp i oul Dy conlrackons m e process and arcas of work owlsico of pland Rclilics.

= Direct supenvision of the works concerning emergency pipslins repair system (EPRS) on the pipeling,

= Coordinates the day-to-day activities of painting and protective coating works through the Maintenance
Sanvices Supenisor. Responsible for ensuring standard and guality of work exsacutad by the contfracton
mcluding scccoing, bizssling, hand proeparalion, painliog and ousckoecpang.

» Coondinates the day-to-day activiies of mechanical construction and woalding works throudgh the
Fahrication Suparvisor. Reaponsible for enswring standard and gueality of work exected by the contractor.

« Coordinates all insulation and scaffolding works through Scaffolding and Insulation Supervisor.
Responsible for enforcement of salely procedures and veriBcalbon of all safely couipmsanl

= Heceives job reques]s Troam varioes pant production and maintenancs seclions, Laises with the
contractars o plan thedr work. Includes planning and scheduling roating work., responding to emergency,
prepares cold and hot work, wehicle entry, man entry and excavaton permits. Reviews and approves
purchasa reguast: and mataral esws eguisitions.

= Fengows conbraclars procedences and cyuiprmcnd Condilion.

= Enforce the Yemenizastion programme and koeal staff development.

+ BSc. im MachanicalMatallurgical Enginearing or aquivalent gualification.

= G years spocilic mandalory mainlenancs: caperence in the: odl relinieg, gas or pelrochoemical industng

= Provven expenance in oiligas pipslines repairs, Fxpenence in NG plant is 2 plos.

= High leve! of knowladgs and expersnce in mechanical construction, welding, scaffolding, cold and hot
imsulation, imdusirial paintimg and civil works.

= Roeguined knowdedge on ASME B31 and B38, AMS], BS and ASTM slamdards Tos woelding Tbaricalion,

= Caood leadership skills and abiity to direct 3 multl-giscplined confracior's feam,

= Winrking knowledoge on Microaoft affice and methods.

+ Good command of writtan and spoken English.

Wisil Yernen LEG's newdy launched websie af (AAESY CMCNLNG. COM)
Go o Caresrs, then o Wicancks o enber o Web Applicalion Sysiem

Regisler your personal and professional dlas inorder fo lkeg in and apgly, menfioning e be and e reference
nuinber of fie posdion you e applying lo.

D mol rrake duglicale spplicaiions by fx, el
Yemen LNG Company will conlscl the sslecled condidales for interview and luifher assessment.
Applicants who are not conkacied hanee nol been sucosssil bl con <till apply Tor lubure posilions.

Closing Date; 12 January 2009 WWW.YEMEMLNG,.COM
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Readers’ View

The painful love

By: Mofeed Al-Gaad
mofeed336@yahoo.com

li and Abeer were two

cousins living among

humble families in a

small Yemeni village.

Being neighbors, their
homes were located close to each other,
and during their childhood they pas-
tured cows together every morning in a
valley beside the village. With the pas-
sage of time they grew up, and both of
them fell into the cruel trap of love.
They were meeting each other constant-
ly among the fascinating atmosphere
and pure air of the lovely nature, play-
ing and joking as two little birds on the
green trees.

Ali and Abeer felt the true sense of
platonic love, loving each other so dear-
ly that they stayed up all night if they
didn’t see each other during the day.
Later on, the pure love story of this poor
couple spread among the villagers. As a
result, Abeer's brothers imprisoned her
at home and threatened to kill her if she
met Ali or sent him a letter. The means
of communication between Ali and
Abeer were completely cut off and they
were deprived from their meetings of
pure love. Meanwhile, the financial sta-
tus of Abeer's family suddenly
improved as her brother emigrated to
America and earned plenty of dollars.
This meant that Ali's childhood sweet-
heart became a member of a high class
family. Abeer's brothers proceeded to
build a big house in the city, and Abeer
left her village along with the rest of her
family in order to reside there. In the
meantime, Ali was studying hard with
his close friend Zak in order to get high
grades in secondary school so that they

could make their dreams come true by
enrolling in university. As Ali didn’t
expect the quick flight of his sweetheart
from the village, he had no idea about
the departure of Abeer's family.
However, Zak had heard the news and
wanted to know his friend's reaction
toward the news of Abeer's removal
from the village. Zak asked his friend,
"Ali, if your beloved Abeer left the vil-
lage permanently, what would you do?
Would it affect your educational level?"
Ali replied, "As you know Zak, Abeer is
everything for me in this life. She is the
one who makes my life full of pleasure,
happiness, and safety, so if she leaves
this village, I will be unhappy, disheart-
ened, dejected, and the most miserable
young man in this world." Zak recog-
nized Ali’s strong reaction, and know-
ing it was a tender subject, made Ali
realize the reality of the situation gently
and gradually. Ali ultimately accepted
reality and got used to the idea of drink-
ing the bitter cup of separation for many
years.

After that, Ali made up his mind to
complete his study at college success-
fully. And while he was in level two,
Abeer informed him by phone that a
rich young man came to engage her and
take her away from her brothers, but she
refused that young man, requesting her
lover (the poor Ali) to come and ask for
her hand in marriage. Consequently, Ali
immediately went with his father and
the tribe’s sheikh to propose to Abeer
and ask for her hand from her family.
But unfortunately Abeer's brothers
refused, saying to Ali and his father, "As
you know, we are cousins belonging to
the same tribe, but our financial status
differs from yours; we belong to the
high class while you to the low class.

Moreover, Ali is still a college student,
and when he graduates from university
he will never find a job that will cover
the basic needs of marital life. That is to
say, Ali is unemployed, so it is impossi-
ble for Ali and Abeer to be married."

After Ali's father was insulted by the
sharp words of Abeer's brothers, he left
the home silently. As they were walking
back on the road, he told his son Ali,
"Your cousins are snobbish and arro-
gant, looking at themselves as superiors
to others. I don't want you to be like
them. I want you to be humble, living a
happy simple life and to be satisfied
with whatever God prescribed for you."
Ali’s father continued, "I request you
kindly dear son to uproot Abeer's love
from your heart. My hope and desire in
this life is to see you a truly educated
and religious man, so please don't disap-
point me. If you follow my advice Ali, I
will pray to God to bless you everything
you gain, asking him to make your life
full of happiness and prosperity."

Ali obeyed his father, following the
path which was drawn for him. Thus,
Ali completed his study at college and
graduated with distinction. As a reward
for Ali's efforts and time invested at col-
lege, he received a good government
job which enabled him to provide for
his father and to bear the domestic
responsibilities of a family. After
obtaining this job, Ali got married a
polite and beautiful girl from among his
female classmates. Abeer from her side
tried several times to persuade her fam-
ily to give her permission to marry her
dream knight Ali, but her attempt went
in vain. Therefore, Abeer hated her mis-
erable life, committing suicide after she
learned that Ali married one of his
female classmates.

The Innocence of Childhood

Mohammed Shujaa Aldeen
shugaa_222@yahoo.com

nnocence radiates from their
eyes and smiles, yet laughter
resounds wherever they go, and
through all this the pain of nos-
talgia lives inside them. They
don't have fun like other children, and
their sorrow grows within them, their
pains get greater if they fail to secure
their daily meal. They reach out their

hands to other people without tired-
ness, while being hit and insulted. Any
means to get a little money. Only some
of them go to school; their friends
deride them, and some are even ill-
treated by their teachers. Their life is a
tragedy. Poverty, high prices, and their
family are the major causes of this cri-
sis, which upsets our nation when they
became such obvious beacons of
poverty, in the markets, at traffic lights,
by hospitals and in gardens.

They lack compassion, sympathy,
and the warmth of their fathers and
mothers. Where are you fathers??
Where are you mothers?? The future of
your children is in your hands - don't
forsake them.

Prompt them to learn, for education
is the only way to save them from this
position, as indeed the prophet
Mohammed, may Allah have peace
upon him, said: "Learn form the cradle
to the grave."

Inroungin

By: Maged Thabet Al-kholidy
majed_thabet@hotmail .com

The MInNd'S eye

Happy new year everyone

ood-bye 1429, good-
bye 2008. Happy New
Year dear friends, rela-
tives, dear readers, and
most of all, the editor
and staff of Yemen Times newspaper.
Happy New Year for everything in our
lives. A new year has begun. We con-
gratulate each other, not realizing that
another year of our lives is gone. Has
anybody asked him/herself about what
he/she has done in the last year? Has
anybody planned for the coming year?

I hope everyone replies the ques-
tions with "Yes" and "Yes." This is
what successful people usually do.

To start, we have to look into the
fields of life that everyone deals with.
These fields can be work, study, social
affairs, etc. Of course, these fields can
not be applied for all of us because
some may work, but not study, or vice
versa. Anyway, every one of you
should ask the above raised questions.

Study, of course, is the path towards
self-improvement. During a period of a
year, everyone should study to improve
him/herself. I know, some will say that
they have finished their education —
maybe they finished University or
completed even higher studies. It is
not, however, the last stage of study.
Our prophet Mohammed says "Learn
from the cradle to the grave." Those
who think that finishing a certain level
means that they don’t have to study
any longer are absolutely wrong. Study
for self-improvement never means
only finishing a particular level. It
means learning and learning, whatever
and whenever possible. In this way,
one will always find him/herself updat-
ed in his or her knowledge.

To illustrate the point clearer, let us

refer to an actual example. There are
many doctors and professors who got
high academic degrees in the fields of
their study. But they kept themselves
bounded within their specializations.
They did not try to improve their skills
in the fields of computers, languages,
and other fields which are essential for
them in dealing with the new technolo-
gies of the modern age. Such doctors
and professors found themselves
unable to use the computer, to use the
internet, or even to deal with materials
in other languages. They found them-
selves paralyzed and unable to update
their knowledge, even in the fields of
their specializations. Here lies the
importance of asking the question of
what has everyone learned, and what
he/she is planning to learn in the com-
ing year.

Again, the same questions can be
asked for the field of work. Some peo-
ple think that it is only enough for them
to get a job. They do not care about the
nature of that job; they even do not
care about the experience they can gain
in such jobs. What they care about
most is only getting a salary in order to
lead a decent life.

As an example of these, I know
some people who got a job which was
far beneath their qualifications. They
never thought about searching for bet-
ter opportunities. Worse still, they
never thought of developing them-
selves in the jobs they have. They
became like parrots only doing the
daily routine duties. Of course, such
routine duties change from time to time
according the policies of the compa-
nies or institutions they work in — and
with new changes come new technolo-
gies. Not surprisingly, they found

themselves unable to deal with such
changes, and as such were considered
to be expendable employees. Such big
mistakes must not be repeated, espe-
cially by the new generations, because
nobody knows what is hidden in the
future. To avoid such mistakes, there-
fore, all of us should seriously and sin-
cerely ask ourselves what we have
achieved each year and what is to be
achieved in each coming year.

The same questions also can be
asked about the other fields of life. In
our social relationships, for instance,
we can count how many new friends
we made, and how many we have lost.
Or, we can ask ourselves what roles we
played in our society to make it better
than before. Only by this, I think, can
we be satisfied that our lives are not in
vain.

I do not want to bore you, dear read-
ers. The idea, I think, is clear, and I
hope everyone will keep it mind.
Finally, believe me, I write this article
not to show that I am ideal in this
respect — frankly, I realize my own
shortcomings in dealing with such
matters. I wanted to remind myself
first and then to remind all of you of
this idea of self-improvement for the
new year, which can be the secret of
everyone's success. Before saying
good-bye, I wish the best for each one
of you, and again, Happy New Year to
you all.

Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy is a con-
tributing opinions writer form Taiz. He
holds a Masters Degree from the
English department at Taiz University
and is the former editor of Taiz
University's English-language maga-
zine.

Hodeidah Office:
Kilo 7, Hodeidah
Tel: 03 - 216342
Fax: 03 - 216341

Company’s Addresses
| Aden Office:
Sanaa Road. Maalla Main Road.

Tel: 02 — 2460046

PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINES — YEMEN (PIL YEMEN Ltd.)

PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINES —- YEMEN (PIL YEMEN Ltd.) is pleased to announce the
opening of her office in Yemen on 1.1.2009 to facilitate PIL services to traders and importers and maintain
her leadership in the container business which it kept through the past 35 years.
PIL currently offers three weekly services out of the Far East / a weekly service out of the Red Sea ports of
Jeddah, Agaba and Sokhna and a bi-monthly service out of the Arabian Gulf and India/Pakistan.

Thabet Investment Building — Third Floor.

Fax: 02 — 246013 ; 02 - 246014
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Arab partlcnpants trymg out Jambyas and checkmg out shops at the old city of Sana a.

By: Ola Al-Shami

rab participants in the

recent Arab Family Day

conference agreed to ded-

icate Dec. 7 as the Arab

Family day, starting this
year. The participants concluded that
premarital advice is urgently needed for
the success of Arab families.

Over 150 participants from around the
Arab world discussed issues related to
families. Children were the main focus,
particularly the issue of how to create a
better future for them and how to enable
them to create a better future for them-
selves.

“It would be a good idea if we [Arabs]
celebrate this day in public so that we
may be able to spread enlightenment
among those simple people who might
not appreciate the importance of this
day,” suggested Saleh Al-Ebraheem,
Chairman of the Happy Home Al-
Damam in Saudi Arabia.

Alongside the conference activities,
Arab delegations were invited to tour
Sana’a city and some historic places in
the outskirts. They visited Bab Al-
Yemen and Dar Al-Hajar [Rock Palace],
and also attended an Inshad [chanting]
event at the Yemeni Cultural Center and

“We heard many good things about
Yemen and the Yemeni culture but in

reality it is even better. I enjoyed the
Inshad event quite a lot and it reminded
me of my home town in ‘Alse’ed’,” said
Mahmoud Soliman from Egypt .

Saudi participants expressed their sur-
prise at the freedom Yemeni women had
and the openness of the culture.

“We enjoyed the Inshad session and
the people here are very kind. I intend to
visit Yemen by car next time,” said Badr
Mohammed Al-Shareef, a participant
from Al-Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

“The generosity of the Yemeni people
is what we appreciated the most. Inshad
is a real treasure and I hope Yemeni peo-
ple preserve it. We also visited Dar Al-
Hajar and learned about Yemeni history

during the Imamate rule,” said Ahmed
Amin from Egypt.

The participants were impressed by
the Yemeni food. “The welcome recep-
tion was above our expectations. I liked
the delicious Yemeni food ‘Fattah’ and
‘Aqdah’ and other dishes,” said Hussein
Ali Nasser from Khobar in Saudi Arabia.

Zoubida Sharaf Al-Deen from Algeria
wasn’t surprised at what she found in
Yemen. “It was a great opportunity to
visit Yemen and I’'m not surprised at the
Yemeni kindness, especially since we
have Yemeni students and workers in
Algeria — some are even married to
Algerians. But really impressed me is
the architecture of Yemeni buildings and
the chanting which was very interesting.
I noticed some of the verses are familiar
as | heard them before in my own coun-
try.”

Arab Family Day conference was held
in Sana’a between Dec. 23 and 25, 2008.
It was attended by 150 participants who
work in the field of family development.

The theme of the conference focused
on marriage and its shared responsibili-
ties and how to prepare couples for the
road ahead.

Noor Ali Muhsin, a widowed mother
of six, was awarded the title of the per-
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fect mother 2008 by the prime minister
for her struggle and determination to
raise her children in the best way possi-
ble. She ensured that they receive good
education, and although she was illiter-
ate, she used to pretend to read with
them and follow their homework so that
they could take her seriously. She even
took care of her two son-in-laws whose
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mother had passed away before she mar-
ried their father.

Today the children she raised are a
deputy minister, an engineer, a dentist, a
lawyer, a laboratory technician, a univer-
sity professor, a petrochemical specialist
with a PhD degree, and an Arabic litera-
ture specialist who is pursuing higher
studies in the field.

Noor Ali Muhsin, a widowed mother of six, awarded the title of the perfect

mother 2008
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