
By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

SANA’A, March 22 — To further
ensure that refugees are protected from
extradition and granted their basic
human rights, a new permanent regis-
tration center has opened at the
Immigration and Passport Authority
headquarters in Sana’a.

Zakaria Muhyadeen, 21, along with
his mother and his three brothers left
their house early last Thursday morning
to patiently wait outside the authority’s
building with other Somali refugees for
the much awaited registration process. 

They submitted their old ID cards,
filled out the forms, had their photo-
graphs taken and their finger prints
scanned into a computer. Within 20
minutes, they had received their initial
registration documents for the next six
months. 

During the new registration process -
organized by the Yemen government
and the United Nations Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) and funded by the
European Union, refugees are provided
with an attestation as to their legal sta-
tus in the country valid for six months,
until their permanent documents are
ready.

“At the present, the majority of

Somalis don’t have proper or accurate
official documentations,” said Claire
Bourgeois, UNHCR representative in
Sana’a. “This means they have been
deprived of some basic rights includ-
ing, amongst others, freedom of move-
ment, access to healthcare and access to
education.”

“The registration center aims to pro-
vide official documentation to
refugees, which is an important step
towards enhanced protection and
recognition of their rights,” she said.

The registration process in Sana’a is
a pilot project, and should be followed
by the opening of a new registration
centre in Aden in two weeks time,
according to UNHCR. After that,
mobile registration teams will be sent
on missions around the country to
ensure the registration of all of Yemen’s
remaining Somali refugees.

The estimated number of refugees in
Yemen is 150,000 refugees according
to the UNHCR, while the Yemeni gov-
ernment says that there are about
700,000 refugees, but the new registra-
tion should be able to put an end to this
contradiction.

“I hope this registration will make it
easy for us to receive healthcare servic-
es,” said Muhyadeen, who studies
English language at Sana’a University,
after his registration on Thursday.

“The registration aims to protect
Somali refugees from extradition and
to enable the Yemeni government to
compile an accurate database of
refugees,” said the Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Chairman of the
National Committee on Refugee
Affairs, Ali Muthana. “This will help
the government to make plans and pro-
vide international organizations with
information they need to assist
refugees.”

“Registration conducted by the gov-
ernment will further help UNHCR to
carry out a wider range of activities to
improve an environment of protection
for refugees and, hopefully at later
stage, asylum seekers,” said Bourgeois.

Muthana urged the international
community to support the Somali gov-
ernment, and to help people live in sta-
ble regions of Somalia like Somaliland
and Puntland, by providing solutions
and opportunities to keep stability in
their areas. 

“Stability in Somalia is the begin-
ning of the solution to immigration and
piracy,” he said.

Muthana also stressed the necessity
of international support the Yemeni
government whose economic difficul-
ties are compounded by the additional
burden of incoming refugees.

Mary Horvers, charge de mission
European Union in Sana’a, said that the
EU has provided EURO 7million [USD
9.5 million] to help refugees and
humanitarian operations in Yemen. 

“The most important function of this
[registration] document is that it pro-
tects refugees from extradition,” said
Bourgeois. “It also serves to foster free-
dom of movement and minimizes
dependency, helping to identify groups
and individuals”

“Furthermore, it enables the
UNHCR to help the Yemen govern-
ment to find durable solutions for
refugees including resettlement,” she
added. “The registration centers could
also be involved, when time comes, in
keeping track of refugees during the
process of repatriation, the most pre-
ferred of durable solutions available to
refugees.” 

“It will also produce a clearer picture
of the number of people in the country
and the patterns of the migration in the
reign,” she concluded.

Many refugees choose not to pass
through reception centers upon arriving
in Yemen, and previous mobile regis-
tration initiatives could not be thor-
ough, with many refugees escaping
them. The new permanent registration
offices hope to ensure a more compre-
hensive census of Yemen’s refugee
population. Only Somali refugees are
currently being registered, although it
has been agreed that, after the first year,
the registration centers will start receiv-
ing applications from other nationali-
ties, according to UNHCR.

During the last registrations in 2003

and 2005, government and UNHCR
teams traveled around the country to
register Somali refugees and issue them
with ID cards valid for two years. 

In 1987, Yemen became the first and
only country on the Arabian Peninsula
to sign the 1951 Refugee Convention.
The country has traditionally adopted
an open door policy towards Somalis,
granting them prima facie refugee sta-
tus, while the refugee status of other
has to be determined by the UNHCR.

In 2008, more than 50,000 new
arrivals -two thirds of them Somalis-
landed on the shores of Yemen, a 70
percent increase on the previous year. 

So far this year, about 13,000
refugees have crossed the Gulf of Aden
to Yemen.
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Permanent registration centers to protect refugees

An immigrant officer takes a Somali refugee’s photo to complete his registration.
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By: Ali Saeed

SANA'A, March 22 — Thousands of
student continue to demonstrate at
Sana'a University demanding the
replacement of armed guards with
unarmed security staff in public univer-
sities, after the death of 20 year-old
student at the university last week.

Commerce and Economics student
Saleh Al-Hooty was shot in the back by
security guard Shukri Al-Sabri last
Tuesday for being unable to show an
appropriate permission the drive his car
into university grounds, sparking mass
demonstrations to remove armed secu-
rity from the university and bring the
perpetrator to justice.

Protesters gathered on Sunday at the
faculty where the murdered student
was studying in his first year, then
marched around the university’s other
faculties.

Students held up placards that read,
"No solution, no solution except make
the soldiers leave." As they marched
past other students in class, the latter
ran out to join the demonstration. "Not
rational, not rational to study while our
classmate has been murdered," they
chanted.

The demonstration passed the
Faculty of Agriculture where some for-
eign and Arabs ambassadors were
attending an unrelated meeting. 

"Our demands are to replace the cur-
rent armed security with non armed
security," said Ridhwan Musawd,
director of the Students Union at Sana'a
University.

He added that the union also
demands that guards guilty of similar
violations to last Tuesday’s be held
accountable, saying "We have prepared
a list of documented violations that we
will show to Parliament for investiga-
tion." 

University  Professors said that stu-
dents are practicing their right in
protesting and expressing their opinion. 

"They have the right to protest, but
not at the expense of others [students at
lecturers]," said Dr. Ahmed Hasan, pro-
fessor at the Faculty of Education.

The professor added that the univer-
sity would gradually respond to the stu-
dents' demands, but that its capabilities
are limited compared to the students’
ambitious demands.  

A committee formed by Parliament
last week to investigate the student’s
murder, led by the deputy speaker of
Parliament Mohammed Al-Shadadi,
met on Saturday with Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific
Research Saleh Ba Surrah and the rec-
tor of Sana'a University. 

Following lengthy discussions, those
who attended the meeting, including
the Syndicate of Professors, the
Parliament’s High Committee for
Higher Education and the Students’
Union, drew up a number of recom-
mendations.

The Minister of the Interior and
political security officer at Sana'a
University should be brought to
Parliament, they said. 

Responsibility should be assumed
towards ensuring the safety of all
inside the university and the Students’
Union should bring compiled evidence
of previous violations to the parliamen-
tarian committee to be investigated.

The Students’ Union, the Professors’
Syndicate and the university’s adminis-
tration should introduce a bylaw to
replace current guards with security
staff without guns..

Doctor Abdurrahman Ghanim, direc-
tor of the Yemeni Professor’s Syndicate
presented examples of violations
repeatedly committed against students
at the public universities and demanded
their investigation.

The Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research stressed that
instructions to guide the behavior of
security guards should come from the
university’s administration, not the

Ministry of Interior or political securi-
ty. He called for a workable solution to
protect all students, professors and
security guard at the university. He rec-
ommended that university guards be
selected and trained carefully so as the
best deal with university students and
professors. "Security force should not
be allowed to enter the university
unless necessary and by hand written
permission from the rector", he said.

Doctor Khaled Al-Tomaim, rector of
the university said that armed security
guards still exist in Sana'a for security
reasons, giving the example of an inci-
dent in which a student in the Faculty
of Agriculture attempted tribal revenge
against a student inside the university.

Furthermore, guards once inspected
the purses of the female students and
found a pistol in one of their purses, he
said, adding that the university and
Students’ Union must cooperate to sur-
mount the current issue without it

being overly politicized.
Sadeq Al-Badani, member of

Parliament’s Higher Education
Committee, said that arms should be
banned inside public universities.

"We would not allow the university
in to politicized," said Al-Kader Al-
Azani, head of the Higher Education
Committee.

Saleh Al-Sanabani, also a member of
the committee and the Professors
Syndicate highlighted the June 2008
decision to replace armed security staff
at public universities with staff without
firearms, and stressed it was time t=he
decision be implemented    

Sana'a University students have said
that protests will continue until their
demands are met. These include death
sentence to the perpetrator of
Tuesday’s crime, investigation into
previous violations by security staff
and removing armed security from the
university.
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By: Salma Ismail

SANA'A, March 22 — Watching his
favorite cartoon on a Friday morning,
Ahmed is drawn to a colorful
commercial advertising a chocolate
egg with a plastic toy inside it. The toy
is neither educational nor creative and
the egg has very little nutritional value,
but he wants it.

Children’s uninformed food choices
are largely influenced by the
advertisements that bombard them
daily, not the healthy habits they learn
from their primary caregivers. 

Ahmed whines and begs until his
mother finally gives in and lets him
have what he wants. At the store, he
throws a tantrum demanding a bag of
crisps, and to avoid a scene his mother
buys it.                                                 

"We, the children do not know the
benefits of eating healthy foods nor are
we aware of the effects of eating
unhealthy ones,” said the Children's
Parliament’s members in a statement
released on World Consumer Rights
Day (WCRD) on March 15. “We
depend on Consumers Protection
Association, Quality and Control and
our parents to guide our choices," 

"After school, primary school
children buy either a bag of crisps for
YR 10 or try to buy a cigarette for the
same price," said Mohammad, a store
owner in Hadda, Sana’a. "The older
students buy cigarettes and coke." 

As he spoke, an 11 year-old boy in
school uniform walked into the shop
and casually asked for a cigarette in a
grown-up manner. "Get out of here!"
the shop owner shouted at him. The
boy smiled sheepishly before scurrying
off.

Up to 22.4 percent of boys and 17.7
percent of girls aged between 13 and 15
use tobacco, found the 2002 Yemen
Global Youth Tobacco Survey by the
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention.

If adolescents choosing to consume
tobacco are gambling with their health,
so are their classmates who prefer to
spend their pocket money on junk food.

Up to 2.3 billion people will be

overweight by 2013, predicts the World
Health Organization (WHO).
Currently, 117 million children are
threatened by obesity-related diseases
worldwide, with at least 22 million
children under five years old already
overweight or obese.

But in Yemen, where 46 percent
Yemeni children suffer from
malnutrition, obesity stands at a mere
3.3 percent for children 13-15 years in
comparison with the United States,
where almost 14 percent of children
aged 2 to 5 are already overweight,
according to the Global School-based
Health Survey.

International consumer rights
organizations this year are focusing on
children to ensure they are not sold
commodities that will affect their
health. “WCRD, this year, takes place
at a critical time in the international
debate, as WHO is working on its
recommendations on the marketing of
food and non-alcoholic beverages to
children,” says Consumers
International, an organization for the
promotion of consumer rights across
the globe, on its official website.

Fatima, a seven year-old schoolgirl
walked into Mohammad’s store with
her mother to buy strawberry and
apricot flavored sweets, and a lollipop. 

“My father doesn't buy me fruit,"
said Fatima, when her mother
explained that her teeth were full of
cavities.

The responsibility of cultivating
healthy eating habits is the primary
responsibility of mothers and
caretakers. Schools can help by
banning the selling of snacks which
contain artificial flavors and high
content of sugar, salt and fats.

Developing good eating habits as a
child can reduce incidences of obesity,
while also laying the groundwork for
healthy nutritional patterns as an adult.
Parents have a large degree of control
over their children's diets, beginning
right from birth. 

Consumer protection is a form of
government regulation which protects
the interests of consumers. To do so,
governments may require businesses to
disclose detailed information about
their products, particularly in areas
where safety or public health is an
issue, such as food. 

Consumer protection is linked to the
idea of consumer rights, and to the
formation of consumer organizations,
such as the Yemen Association for
Consumer Protection, which help
consumers make better, more informed
choices in the marketplace.

School-age consumers 
choose crisps and cigarettes

Children don’t have the knowledge to make informed choices with regard to
what they choose to consume

Despite ongoing protests the demand to replace armed security guards has
yet to be met.
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By: Mohammed Bin Sallam 

SANA'A, March 22 — Families of
those killed and secretly detained and
imprisoned in Public Security and
Intelligence prisons during the Sa'ada
war continue peaceful demonstrations
in front of the Cabinet every Tuesday,
the time the Cabinet holds its weekly
meeting. 

Civil society organizations, includ-
ing among others the Yemeni
Organizations for Defending Rights
and Freedoms or HOOD, the Sisters
Forum for Human Rights, the Yemeni
Observatory for Human Rights, the
Political Development Forum, and
Yemeni Journalists Without Chains,
are expected to join the families to con-
tinue to demand Sa’ada detainees be
released next Tuesday at Al-Tahrir
Square in front of the Cabinet. 

Last Tuesday, HOOD held a sit-in in
front of the Cabinet, demanding
President Ali Abdullah Saleh's direc-
tives to free all Sa'ada war detainees be
implemented. During the activity, pro-
testors raised pictures of detainees and
placards demanding their immediate
release.  

Mohammed Naji Allaw, coordinator
of HOOD, demanded that security
bodies release detainees who were
detained without any charges.  

For his part, Member of Parliament
(MP) Fuad Dahaba stressed the impor-
tance of releasing detainees impris-
oned in Political Security and National
Security prisons. 

He said that they were taken from
mosques, streets, schools and universi-
ties, and demanded that the families of
detainees be compensated for the dam-
age caused by their illegal detention,
and that those who detained them ille-
gally be brought to justice. 

The activity coincided with a teacher
strike and a demonstration in memory
of the late Dr. Derhim Al-Qadasi. All
protestors announced their solidarity
with families of the detainees. 

In the same context, MP Yahya Badr
Al-Din Al-Houthi sent a message from
his residence in Germany to a number
of electronic websites criticizing the

government for what he called the
“confiscation of rights, property loot-
ing, marginalization and discrimina-
tion in rights and freedoms that the
government commits against its citi-
zens.” 

"You heard about the continuous
acts against your brothers in Sa'ada,
Al-Jawf, Amran and other areas," said
Al-Houthi. "Your brothers either suf-
fered from the oppression of the
regime or partisan leaders, like the
recent assassination of leading Yemeni
Socialist Party (YCP) figure Qasem
Waqaz, and, before that, Jaralla Omar,
in addition to many other members of
the opposition." 

He said that the government prac-
tices all forms of violence, detention,
torture, looting and repression in all
parts of the country. 

"These practices are forms of
oppression against the entire people,”
said Al-Houthi. “Every Muslim should
reject this situation and work to end
this abuse." 

For his part, Saleh Habra, political
spokesman for the Houthis, warned
late last week in a statement to media
against a potential sixth war in Sa'ada,
stressing the importance of avoiding it
for the sake of peace. 

"After an almost seven-month truce,
the government might decide to launch
a sixth war on citizens of Sa'ada and
the honest people from the other gov-
ernorates who support them," said
Habra. "That decision wouldn’t sur-
prise us as the government has led us to
be accustomed to war, even with the
advent of the harvest season to hit the
economy of the governorate." 

He added that “the government's
decisions are improvised based on for-
eign factors and affects."

"Where are the promises of the pres-
ident that war will never come back
and that dialogue will replace the lan-
guage of guns?" asked Habra. "Who
gave the government the legitimacy to
violate all legislations and law […]?”

“Isn't the Doha agreement one of the
principles that should be upheld as it
was signed by the two sides under
international supervision?” he contin-

ued. “Why does the government cir-
cumvent it to please A'al Saud politi-
cians and to prevent Qatar from solv-
ing the problem for aggressive and
political considerations?"

Habra said that Yemeni society, with
all its institutions, should call on the
government and the Houthis to come
back to abide by Doha agreement. He
said that this is the least that Yemeni
people can do to prevent shedding
blood of Yemeni citizens. 

"If the government fights us just
because we hate the Americans and
Israelis, on behalf of whom is this
bloodshed in which our brothers are
sent to fight us?" he asked. "I advise
the government to work toward peace,
not only through speech, as war does
not serve anyone.”

Concerning the security situation,
Saleh Habra said in a phone call to the
Yemen Times that government forces
had blocked two main roads in the dis-
trict of Al-Malahidh: "Bad security and
military leaders did it to aggravate the
situation and harm citizens so that oth-
ers react," he explained. 

He added that government authori-
ties in the governorate direct humani-
tarian organizations to offer food aid in
areas not affected by the war and leave
the most affected areas without aid.

"Last week, around seven trucks
attempted to bring food and relief
items to the government-friendly area
of Al-Khawaled, despite it never hav-
ing been affected by any conflicts in
the past or present," said Habra. "As
they passed dozens of hungry families
in Saqain without offering them any
aid, citizens to seize the trucks’ con-
tents to provide women and children
with necessary food." 

He said that the government consid-
ered this incident to be an aggression,
according to state-run media, but
pointed out that it was the result of the
government ignoring these Yemenis’
suffering since the beginning Sa’ada
wars in June 2004. 

"The government should provided
have provided humanitarian assistance
to its citizens without any discrimina-
tion," concluded Habra.

Families of detainees continue 
sit-in in front of Cabinet

University demonstrations continue
By: Ismael Al-Ghabri

SANA'A, March 22 — Over 300 pio-
neers in media, including previous
ministers of information, were honored
during a ceremony held on Yemen’s
first ever Media Day.

Official media institutions, includ-
ing the radio, television and printed
press, celebrated the event last
Thursday. 

During the occasion, Prime Minister
Ali Mohammed Mujawar inaugurated
the headquarters of the Ministry of
Information in Sawad Hanash, north-
west of Sana'a, the construction of
which reportedly cost about YR 2 bil-
lion.   

A fair to retrace the development of
the press in Yemen since the beginning
of the last century through 400 official
and private newspapers and magazines
was also launched. 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh hon-
ored a number of former media per-
sonalities, praising their role in the
development of press in Yemen. 

"Some people say that you are the
government's media people,” he said.
“Tell them that you are proud of that as
every country has a government and
media."

During the occasion, Saleh gave
directives to establish "new television
channels to contribute to install affec-
tion among citizens and work accord-
ing to regulations.”

He further suggested that a supreme
information council be established "to
make a national strategy for the
media.”. He pointed out that this "proj-
ect can be crystallized through electing
a media council by the Shoura
Council.” 

"Honoring media is a good thing,
but I wasn’t among those who were
honored," said Sultan Far'e, a retired
television presenter. "Those who

worked hard in the field of media
should be honored." 

"Honoring media is a positive thing
but, unfortunately, it was not fair," said
Taha Saeed Duba'ee, former general
manager of a news department. "All of
us worked hard during our lives to
serve the country and we are proud of
that." 

"This occasion is important as it
honors press pioneers in Yemen," said
Zaid Mohamed Al-Ghabiri, vice-edi-
tor-in-chief of Al-Jumhuriya newspa-
per. "Those people dedicated their life
to serve the country." 

Mohammed Al-Maqri, a retired pre-
senter, said that some people who
exerted a lot of efforts to serve media
were not honored. 

"There should have been a neutral
committee to honor those who spent
their lives in the media, particularly
given that their job during the last cen-
tury in Yemen was quite impossible,"
he said.   

For his part, Abdullah Al-Zalab,
general director of the Yemeni Radio
and Television Corporation, told the
Yemen Times that this occasion is of
vital importance in the history Yemeni
media. 

"It honors the efforts exerted by the
pioneers of Yemeni media who dedi-
cated their life to the field," he said.
"Those who were not honored during
this occasion will be honored next year
according to criteria set out by the
selected committees." 

To stress the importance of electron-
ic media, the independent Yemen
Association of New Media was
launched to enhance the level of
knowledge, professional performance
and quality in Yemeni news websites
through training.

It will also evaluate Yemen's elec-
tronic media and aims to ensure unhin-
dered access to information websites.

Ministers of information
honored on first Media Day



SANA�A 
Workshop on maternal, newborn,
productive health launched 
A workshop on the maternal, newborn,
productive health started here Tuesday
aiming at introducing 50 participants
from medical colleges, hospitals, and
civil society and international organiza-
tions to prospective knowledge on the
maternal and newborn medical care.

The two-day workshop, organized by
Ministry of Public Health and
Population in collaboration with
Maternal and Newborn Health Program
and World Health Organization (WHO),
will focus on the complications of preg-
nancy and childbirth and give the partic-
ipants advices in the productive health
field.

“There should be specialized medical
cadres in medical facilities in all districts
and governorates of the country for
reducing the maternal and neonatal mor-
tality”, Undersecretary of the Ministry
Jamilah al-Raebi said.

The Yemeni official confirmed his
Ministry’s keenness to hold such work-
shop for strengthening the care of the
productive heath.

In the workshop, two speeches were
delivered by General Director of
Productive Health Dr. Nabiha al-Abhar
and General Director of Motherhood
Administration in the Ministry Dr.
Kriman Rajeh where they confirmed the
maternal and neonatal mortality in
Yemen is one of the highest rates over
the world because of the poor health
services presented to this field.

DHAMAR
Archaeologists find statue of ancient
Yemeni queen 
AYemeni archaeologist team has discov-
ered a mosaic statue of a women sitting
on a throne with here chest engraved
with Musnad letters. 

The archaeologists also found other
relics including a stone board with faith
signs engraved on it. 

Two pulls separated by a tree were
carved on the stone board, a symbol that
was know as “Life’s Tree” in ancient
Yemeni civilization, director of the
authority Ali al-Sanabani said. 

Other symbols like crescent were
imprinted on found relics. 

The discoveries were revealed during
excavations at a site in Dhamar province
where the team found buildings that were
used to give sacrifices. 

Al-Sanabani expected the site is a
trace of the Yatrib city of the Sheba civi-
lization. 

ADEN
Local council’s revenues reach YR 2
billion 
The revenues of Aden province’s local
council in 2008 reached more than YR 2
billion.

The general director of financial
sources department in Aden Adel
Noaman said to Saba that the total joint
resources in the same year reached YR
924 million.

He added the total local resources dur-
ing the period of January and February
2009 reached YR 464 million. 

Training course on micro-enterprise
projects launched in Aden 
Social Fund for Development launched
Wednesday a training course on micro-
enterprise projects and credit for 48
women representative of Women NGOs.

During the training, the participants
will be introduced over four days on the
methods used to establish small income-
generating projects. 

HODEIDAH
Workshop on women’s role in public
life in Hodeidah 
The participants in the Role of Women in
Public Life workshop called for the

implementation of free lessons to eradi-
cate legal illiteracy as well as awareness
campaigns on the concept of freedom at
girl schools 

The participants affirmed in the work-
shop which was organized by the volun-
teer initiative “I am for my country” in
the celebration of Women’s day in
Hodeidah, the importance of the protect-
ing women from political exploitation. 

They outlined the role of media in rais-
ing awareness about the role of women,
reversing the negative image toward
women and approximation of male and
female views to achieve change together.
Moreover, they urged correct interpreta-
tion of Quranic verses regarding women
and buildup of young female capacity. 

Thirty participants addressed during

the workshop three work papers on
embowering women and fighting
thoughts leading to poor participation of
women. 

Al-MAHARA
Course on law organized 
A training course in field of law was
started on Monday in al-Maharah
province for administrative board of the
Agricultural Cooperative Union branch
in the province. 

The three-day course was organized
by the union in collaboration with Social
Fund for Development. Some 15 partici-
pants would receive lectures about law
associated with activities of the agricul-
tural cooperative works. 
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Yemeni search engine YemenPortal.net
has recently passed the one-million
mark in the number of items indexed in
its database, including news articles,
opinion pieces, video clips, forum
thread entries, user comments and pic-
tures. Simultaneously, the website has
just been ungraded to become faster
and more powerful, to continue grow-
ing and serve thousands more visitors
every day.

Yet, despite these positive develop-
ments, the website remains blocked by
the Yemen Net and can therefore only
be viewed in Yemen through alterna-
tive links, such as the SSL URL
https://yemenportal.net, or by using a
special Firefox extension called
'Access Yemen Portal,' specifically
built to circumvent the ban of over one
year.

Founder and manager of the portal,
Walid Al-Saqaf, expressed his hopes
that President Saleh's recent pledge at
the Yemeni Journalist Syndicate con-
gress to allow more freedom of expres-
sion would help end the information
blockade on the portal and other
Yemeni websites including the promi-
nent online discussion forum Al-
Yemen.org. 

“The growth of the portal is a sign
that Yemeni websites are flourishing
and creating public opinion, despite
imposed restrictions and a weak inter-
net infrastructure compared to other
Arab countries,” he said.

Instructions and software to circum-
vent the ban of YemenPortal.net can be
sent directly through an auto-responder
if you email
accessyp@yemenportal.net.

JOB VACANCIES
ISLAMIC RELIEF YEMEN 

Islamic Relief Yemen (IRY – A British INGO) is announcing the following vacancies for National Professional Personnel based in Sana’a Governorate
(with travel to other governorates) for Strengthening the Capacity of Yemeni Civil Society Organizations (NSACSO):

1. Position: Project Training Advisor
Duration:24 months

Responsibilities:
The Project Training Advisor reports to the Project Manager and

expected to:
¥ Plan, coordinate, manage, supervise project training activities 
¥ Responsible for the planning and implementat ion a

comprehensive annual high quality training plan for HFY and
CSOs. 

¥ Provide technical support and experience in the area of CSO
capacity building. 

¥ Take lead in the design and development of the training manual
and materials. 

¥ Report to the Project Manager and will be responsible for
monitoring the progress of the workshops, and conducting follow-
up activities. 

¥ Ensure that all project training materials are periodically reviewed
and updated in the context of new information or demands by
partners. 

¥ Ensure that all training materials maintain the highest standard of
technical information as well as the lay out.

¥ Prepare a more detailed implementation schedule and in
harmony with the other project components and staff for the
project (work plans/action plan etc.)

¥ In conjunction with project staff ensure that project finances are
in order and properly managed

¥ Maintain good working relations with government officials, at
national and governorate levels. Maintain and extend good
working relations with Humanitarian forum and other CSOs. 

¥ Maintain and develop relations with other organizations, including
donors and INGOs involved in the strengthening of CSO�s.

¥ Promote team building, experience sharing and learning among
CSO and HFY and local staff

¥ Prepare project promotional material in hard and electronic forms
and organize relevant events and functions.

¥ Make sure that there is a systematic documentation of the

process, outcomes and lessons learnt for future initiatives and for
sharing within IRY and with the stakeholders.

¥ Assist in identifying possible support actors (trainers, translators,
facilitators�etc).

Requirements:
Education: 

¥ A minimum of a degree in development studies, NGO
management, international relation or other relevant field study. A
post-graduate degree would be an advantage.

Experience
¥ Seven to nine years of directly relevant experience in the area of

Civil Society Organization (CSO) development, civil education,
NGO management and networking is desirable 

¥ Additional training in relevant subject areas such as civil
education, participatory techniques

¥ Fluent in written and spoken Arabic and English
¥ Excellent communication skills, capacity to both lead and work as

part of a team and good interpersonal qualities is required.
¥ Work experience in and knowledge of Yemeni context and

demonstrate a capacity to innovate and be flexible will be
particularly advantage

¥ Excellent knowledge of utilizing technologies such as computers
and other office equipment.

2. Position: Admin and Accounts
Assistant
Duration:24 Months

Responsibilities:
¥ Accounting of all incoming and outgoing financial transactions
¥ Oversee purchasing inventory, transport, and procurement of

project materials
¥ Recording transactions according to project guidelines
¥ Ensuring f inancial reports are transparent, accurate and

representative

¥ Producing monthly reports, and assuring adequate cash on hand. 
¥ Meeting arrangements and minute taking 
¥ Maintaining the filing system
¥ Maintain smooth office operations including provision and

operation of equipment.
¥ Perform other duties as deemed necessary

Requirements:
¥ University degree in accounts/finance
¥ Minimum of three years experience in finance and accounting

field: proficiency in computerized accounting systems
¥ Good knowledge of internal accounting procedures and reporting

systems
¥ Computer skills in both Arabic and English languages

3. Position: Driver
Duration:24 Months

Responsibilities:
¥ Drive a motor vehicle as requested, with due regard to time

schedules, apply knowledge of driving regulation, safety
requirements, traffic and conditions; take suitable precautions for
the security of the vehicle and its contents when left unattended

¥ Ability to deal with various government authorities to process
paperwork

¥ Make minor purchases and collect required goods from local
supplier on demand

¥ Maintain legal status of vehicle, cleanliness and appearance
¥ Carry out clerical duties upon request including photocopying and

logistical support

Requirements:
¥ Minimum of Primary education
¥ Drivers license, knowledge of driving rules and regulations and

possess skills in minor vehicle repair
¥ Five years work experience as a driver with safe driving record
¥ Minimum knowledge of English is a plus

Please send a copy of your CV latest by 30th March 2009.
Admin Department — Ref: NSACSO/IPD/150309
Islamic Relief Yemen, P O Box 15088, Sana�a, Republic of Yemen     Fax No: 01-415998   Or    Email: info@iryemen.org;
Applicants should be sympathetic to the values and principles of Islamic Relief
Islamic Relief is an equal opportunities employer. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Yemen Portal marks one million
items, moves to a bigger server

Pioneer insurance company in Yemen
Aman Insurance Company continues to
offer the most up-to-date and best kinds
of services to suit those seeking insurance
in Yemen.  

The company recently launched its
new program entitled “car insurance
from risks of natural disasters,” with new
additional coverage for a simple extra
premium, USD 50. The beneficiary will
benefit from risks associated to cold,
snow, earthquake, storms, floods, stream

currents, hurricanes, riots and disorders. 
In addition, the company provides the

beneficiary with an alternative car after
the accident as a temporary measure, if
his insurance includes gold and silver
document coverage.  

Mr. Mohammed Mustafa Ibrahim,
general manager of the company said,
“This program will be the first in a series
of programs that the company issues to
cope with the market and to confirm its
worthiness of customers’ trust through

offering them the best options and quota-
tions.”

Mr. Adel Al-Selwi, Marketing
Manager at the company, confirmed that
the Yemeni insurance market should wit-
ness great development and that the com-
pany would introduce new insurances
cope with economic and industrial devel-
opment in the country. 

As Aman Insurance Company is one
of the pioneer companies in the market, it
should be the first in this field.   

Car Insurance from risks of natural disasters 
New offers from the Aman Insurance Company 
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By: Magda Abu-Fadil

YY emen hosts thousands
of African refugees
fleeing unrest and
poverty in their coun-
tries every year - with

Somalis topping the list - despite its
own economic woes and assorted prob-
lems.

"Somalis are recognized as refugees,
others are not," said Claire Bourgois,
the United Nations High Commission
for Refugees (UNHCR) representative
in Yemen. "They can go to refugee
camps and primary schools but if they
go to urban areas, they have to pay
their own way, their own rent."

Although the UNHCR
( h t t p : / / w w w . u n h c r . o r g / c g i -
bin/texis/vtx/home) helps out with
micro financing, technical training, and
health care, the refugees are literally
between a rock and a hard place. 

Yemen is one of the Arab world's
poorest countries with a high illiteracy
rate and countless social problems, not
least of which is the prevalence of
"qat" chewing that virtually brings all
work to a standstill after lunch every

day. 
Qat is considered a drug by many

international organizations but its use
is legal in Yemen. (http://www.huffing-
tonpost.com/magda-abufadil/qat-
increasingly-turns-on_b_164905.html)

Most Somali refugees are illiterate
young men who pay boat smugglers

for transport across the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden, but women and children
are also making the perilous voyage,
risking being dumped overboard if
Yemeni naval patrols threaten the ves-
sels.

They spend four to seven days on
rickety boats without food and water
and are often beaten and abused.

"In 2008, there were 19,423
Somalis, of whom 8,093 were
women," Bourgois told me in her
Sana'a office, adding that it was a big
jump from 2006. "Women usually
come alone and 50% of them don't
know anyone in Yemen." 

In 2006, 10,716 Somali men and
2,756 women arrived in Yemen, the
UNHCR reported. The figure jumped
to 11,480 men and 1,902 women in
2007. 

Like the men, the 18-24-year-old
women usually want to go to Saudi
Arabia, Yemen's larger and richer
northern neighbor, for work opportuni-
ties, or to other countries in the Arabian
Gulf region. 

They all view Yemen as a transit
point, although untold registered and
undocumented refugees have spent up
to 20 years in Yemen.

Bourgois said many of the women
end up as prostitutes in a desperate
attempt to make a living. The
International Labor Organization
(www.ilo.org) works with Yemen's
Labor Ministry to cut exploitation and
abuse of women.

Friends and groups come to Yemen
together, childless for the most part,
but some families arrive with two or
three children, and children ages 14-17
also flee their countries unaccompa-
nied seeking a better life. 

UNHCR numbers differ from those
of the Yemeni government, with the
Yemenis downplaying the extent of the
problem. 

The government says 70,000
refugees entered Yemen last year but
the UNHCR registered 138,000 at
receptions areas. Yemeni officials' esti-
mates are based on boats coming in but
the figures are misleading since
refugees also sneak in and don't regis-
ter with authorities or the UNHCR. 

Registration only began in 2000
although the first refugees are thought
to have started trickling in as early as
1992 without being registered,
Bourgois said. 

The transit centers apprise the
refugees of their rights and duties. The
refugees and asylum seekers have to
register to get any help. 

Some 95% of the non-Somalis are
Ethiopians. About 15,000 of them reg-
istered in 2008. 

Among the Ethiopians, most come
for economic reasons, while others ask
for refugee status. 

Another 5% of the non-Somalis are
Eritreans and Sudanese. The latter
group usually represents those escap-
ing the strife in Sudan's war-torn
Darfur region. 

In 2008, 1% of the estimated 50,000
refugees heading for Yemen never
made it, the UNHCR said. Some died
en route, and some were killed and
then tossed overboard by the smug-
glers. 

"Problems begin as we approach the
Yemeni coast," said a mother of four in

Sana'a, who with her husband paid
$100 dollars for the journey. She
recounted how the smugglers killed her
spouse and threw him in the sea to
avoid returning him to Somalia when
the shore patrol shot at their boat, but
spared her and the children. 

In December 2008, Yemeni coastal
patrols increased and controls were
tightened, leading smugglers to kill
600 asylum seekers, according to
UNHCR figures.

The lucky refugees jump overboard
and swim ashore to escape the smug-
glers and Yemeni patrols.

"I want to live in peace," said
Mohammad, a Somali refugee who
swam from a boat targeted by Yemeni
patrols. Before registering with the
UNHCR, he slept on the streets and
begged until assistance was provided.

According to India's Frontline maga-
zine, civil unrest and developments in
Somalia "can be seen as a defeat for the
U.S., but the latter will continue to dab-
ble in the African nation because of its
strategic location on the Bab al-
Mandeb, a key oil transit waterway
between the Red Sea and the Indian
Ocean."

Sheikh Sharif Sheikh, the leader of a
coalition of Islamists and nationalists,
was recently elected president of
Somalia. 

"The UNHCR will set up a perma-
nent register center," Bourgois said of
her agency's attempts to help the
refugees. "When the refugees arrive,
the UNHCR prefers the (Yemeni) gov-
ernment issue them ID cards through
the Interior and Foreign Ministries, to
be renewed every two years."

The UNHCR tries to discourage the
Africans from leaving these centers to
avoid deportation from other
Arab/Gulf countries where they're not
recognized as refugees. 

The flow slows down in May, June,
and July when the sea is rough and
tides prevent smugglers from sailing
across the Gulf of Aden. 

Some refugees prefer going to Saudi
Arabia where they have relatives and
contacts. Some are afraid of waiting
and being deported or put in detention
centers. Some leave without docu-
ments to their next destinations. 

"The Yemeni government has the
right to arrest illegals," notably
Ethiopians, Bourgois explained,
adding that Yemen is still very open to
refugees despite internal problems and
economic hardships.

Magda Abu-Fadil is Director of the
Journalism Training Program at the
American University of Beirut.
Copyright: www.huffingtonpost.com

Yemen hosts African refugees despite economic woes, social problems

Young Somali refugee in Yemen (Rice)

Figures of refugees in Yemen (UNHCR)

Ethiopian maids transit legally to Arab countries through Sana'a airport

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SELECTION
OF CONSULTANTS

FOR RESTRUCTURING AND PERFORMANCE

IMPROVEMENT OF THE CIVIL AVIATION AND METEOROLOGY

AUTHORITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

The Government of Yemen (GoY) has negotiated a loan agreement from the �Arab Fund
for Economic and  Social Development� (AFESD). Part of the (AFESD) financing will be
used towards modernizing and restructuring the Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority
(CAMA) of the Republic of Yemen which is an autonomous body entrusted with the control
and responsibility of Yemen Civil Aviation and Meteorology.

The objectives of the consultancy services are to assist the government in formulating and
implementing the appropriate development strategies to improve the performance of the
Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority in the Republic of Yemen.

The anticipated duration of the services is 12 months from the date of contract signature
with the awarded consultant.

The Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority (CAMA), now invites eligible consultants to
indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested consultants must provide
information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description
of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills
among staff, etc.). Consultants may associate to enhance their qualifications.

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Yemeni High
Tender Board�s Manual for the Procurement of Consultants Services.

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below from 09:00 to
11:00 (local time) Saturday to Wednesday.

Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 20th May 2009.

Mr. Hamed Ahmed Farag
Chairman, Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority, (CAMA)
Building No. 28, Zubairi Street, 
P.O.Box: 1042 Sana�a 
Tel.: ++ 9671-274717/ 274714/ 486173
Fax: ++ 9671-274718/ 272645
E-mail: has708@yahoo.co.uk 

hasconst@cama.gov.ye      
g-office@cama.gov.ye 
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By: Rashad Al-Shar’abi 

II am concerned about the length of the
period agreed upon between the
government and the Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) with regards to the
postponement of elections, and also

the partnership which bears the moral
responsibility for this postponement, which
is itself an act of oppression against the JMP.
However, in taking a firm standpoint the
JMP has demonstrated a multi-faceted
expression of solidarity with its parties (at
both the leadership and grassroots levels) a
well as good management of the crisis since
the 2006 elections.

The views of Yemeni people on the street
were heard in the capital in a brief survey of
public opinion. We find that these opinions
vary, with some people worried that the
ruling party may not fulfill its agreement, as
has happened in the past. Some of those
asked were not concerned about the elections
at all, whereas others believe that the
national budget will benefit from saving
what is usually spent on each election. Yet
others consider it to be an opportunity for
avoiding the damaged relationships that
sometimes accompany elections, not just at
the family level but also within the wider
neighborhood and village context.

This justification and others were put forth
by those who received the agreement with
support and ease of mind. This is because the
government removed democracy, with the
election being one of its tools, from its real
context and meaning. In addition, it led
people to concede that it [democracy] is
futile and merely a facade to deceive the
country and the international community.
People, including the illiterate, realize that
democracy is of no importance unless it
provides the citizens of the country with
different interests in terms of social justice,
equal citizenship, and the realization of
development targets. It is also useless unless
it facilitates the peaceful transfer of power,
protects public funds against wasteful
spending and corruption, safeguards human
rights and liberties, and enables all people to
live under the protection of constitution and
law.

It is true that, in jointly accepting
responsibility for the postponement, the JMP
has conceded to the government. The
government insisted on waiting until the last
minute to return to the right path, not out of
repentance and concern for the country and
its unity, or care for democracy and its proper
implementation, but due to internal and
external pressures. It is also true that
postponing elections for two years is too long
in my opinion, and in the opinions of many

others. The JMP didn’t like postponement in
this way, and didn’t agree that it was the best
choice. However, the JMP sent many
message through this agreement that are
worthy of the attention of its leaders, media
persons, members and advocates. The
majority of people should understand these
messages.

Until the eve of announcing the
agreement, officials at many different levels
of the government had been considering
conducting elections without the
involvement of the JMP, considering them as
merely envious partisan groups that don’t
represent the people nor have any real
presence. Therefore, the agreement came as a
concession that the actions the ruling party
have taken since August were illegitimate,
such as voting on an effective law, rejecting
the formation of an election committee in
which some members were not nominated by
their parties, conducting voter registration
and reviewing registration, etc.

Messages that the JMP directed both
nationally and internationally affirm its
complete care for the nation and people’s
interests, and its understanding of the
importance of popular will and national
consensus in legitimizing the Yemeni
political system. In addition, it confirmed its

belief in democracy as the sole means to
achieve the aspirations of the people. It
confirmed its commitment to dialog and
rejection of violence, extremism, terrorism,
discrimination and animosity towards small
projects regardless of the terms by which
they are named. i.e. regionalism,
sectarianism, racialism, tribalism.

However, all this means that the JMP
shouldn’t be given undue praise in the future,
but should first reveal what is going on to the
public when the opposition attempts to
sidestep what was agreed upon, avoid
implementing it, or shirk its responsibilities.
It is important therefore, for the sake of the
JMP, the people, and the country, that the
leaders of the JMP operate with absolute
transparency regarding matters of agreement
or disagreement with the opposition or even
amongst themselves. The opposition worked
on many fronts to break the solidarity of the
JMP and destabilize it through contacts and
media leaking. It tried to widen the gap
between the leadership and grassroots level,
damage its image in the eyes of both local
people and the international community, and
use all means possible to achieve its aims
including holding elections that represent a
bare minimum of people’s opinions. If the
JMP had been transparent, and if it hadn’t

been reserved about giving information to
the media and informing people as to what
was going on between the JMP and the ruling
party, the latter wouldn’t have been able to
affect it so negatively, postpone elections for
two years, or involve it in a partnership of
mutual responsibility. The JMP leaders
wouldn’t have granted the ruling party the
opportunity to play its usual role by way of
telling lies and negatively affecting not only
journalism, but the JMP leaders and
grassroots level.

Transparency is something that the JMP
leaders should be committed to in the future.
They should also work to achieve
transparency on a national level through a
law that enables citizens to have access to the
relevant information, circulate, and publish
it. The ruling party currently insists on
repressing and restricting liberties, and
infringing on rights through laws, legislation
and executive bylaws, the last of which were
the information law, and the law that
followed with regard to telecommunications.
This particular law aims to restrict freedom
of expression, journalism, and the right to
attain information. God only knows what
other ramifications it may have.

Source: Alnass
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SS eventy percent of tribal conflict in
Yemen is over water. Dozens are
killed every year, daily life is dis-
turbed, and development projects are
put on hold because of fights over

water wells and resources.
Each day, at least one in every ten Yemeni

women has to walk one to five hours in order to
bring back 20 liters of water to her home. The
distance she walks is ever-increasing as, one after
the other, wells dry up. 

And the fight over water intensifies as
resources become scarcer.

Yet a voluntarily blindfold covers the eyes of
decision-makers when it comes to water and san-
itation in Yemen, and this despite their interna-
tional pledges to provide a better life for every
man, woman and child in the country. 

In particular, the UN’s seventh MDG, which
our country ratified in 2000, states that half the
49 percent of Yemenis with no access to clean
water are to be connected to a water and sanita-
tion system by 2015. But, even in the most devel-
oped city in Yemen, the capital Sana'a, a city of
only 2.2 million with an annual growth rate of
seven percent, this goal is impossible.

Statistics from Yemen’s water authorities, such
as the Ministries of Water, Agriculture, the Rural
Water Organization and the Water and Sanitation
Authority, say that even a service coverage
increase of one percent is ambitious.

If the future consequences of water scarcity
have not yet hit home, other issues also deserved
to be considered.

Up to 35 percent of under-five child mortality
-73 per every 1,000 live births- could be reduced
by hand washing. You might wonder why such a
simple procedure is not encouraged to save lives,
but consider that the average water consumption
of a Yemeni person ranges from120 to 130 cubic
meters per year. 

This means that a Yemeni consumes less than
one third of a cubic meter a day, compared to the
world average of 12 cubic meters daily. Can you
imagine? 

And there is more. Seventeen percent of these
children’s deaths are caused by diarrhea, which is
the number one killer of children in Yemen with
100,000 deaths annually. It could all be avoided
with proper toilet hygiene. Yet only 43 percent of
all Yemenis and 28 percent of those living in rural
areas have access to adequate sanitation facilities.

Although homes are connected up to a water
network in the cities, weak water pressure pro-
motes corrosion and the development of bacteria
inside water pipes. By the time water has made
its way into our taps, it is already contaminated.

Finally, let me leave you with one thought.
Most of the 22 million-strong Yemeni population
lives in the highlands. I don't know why, but still
today Yemenis choose to live in the central
mountain areas, leaving more than 2,000 kilome-
ters of coastline –the longest in the Arab world
with both the Red and Arabian Seas- virtually
empty.

For one in every ten women, this means scram-
bling up a mountain with 20 liters on her head to
provide water for her children every day, know-
ing that out of her ten children, one is likely to die
before reaching the age of five.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

One of the key differences
between a dictatorship and a
democratic system is the role of
the media in general, and that
of the official media, in
particular. If those individuals
in charge of the media feel they
are more responsible towards
the public than towards the
politicians, and perform their
job on that basis, then that is a
sign of a democratic structure.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times
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Water in Yemen

By: Dr. Samia Al-Aghbari

II t is known worldwide that only peo-
ple who are able to pay enter private
schools.  In return, they seek excel-
lent education services. The more
higher the tuition fees, the higher

quality of education they expect in return. 
I was surprised by what I observed and

heard from the students of most private
schools and their families, whose suffering
and problems are seemingly endless.
Students, their families, and teachers in such
schools all complain - both boys and girls.

Students in such schools still experience
real classroom overcrowding, something
which they thought they had escaped by
leaving the public schools. Male and female
teachers in private schools are not good edu-
cators, or rather, have no true relationship
with education. They typically didn’t study
educational psychology or child psychology,
and they assign students a lot of homework.

For example, some female teachers hold a
bachelors degree but they teach science sub-
jects and computer science. "If I make a mis-
take, I will be punished by the manager.
When I tell them that I am not a specialist in

those subjects, she tells me  I have to accept
the situation and, consequently, I am obliged
to teach them," commented one of the female
teachers on this problem. 

Female teachers in private schools also
suffer from the tyranny of school administra-
tion, as some of these schools allow the
guardians of students to insult female teach-
ers, undermining their authority as teachers.
School timetables are not stable, lesson peri-
ods are short, as are the breaks which do not
exceed 20 minutes. 

In addition, the content of the lessons are
often beyond the abilities of the teachers,
which leads to poor lesson planning and inef-
fective delivery. Moreover, teaching aids are
largely absent in private schools, and no
training courses are held to equip staff with
the necessary skill sets. Sometimes teachers
are fired without sufficient justification; they
are not given their material rights, and con-
sequently there is little security or honesty in
most private schools.

Corruption in education is therefore rife,
even with respect to the student - teacher
relationship. Some male and female teachers
take gifts and bribes from students, which
results in discrimination between one student

and another.
The dynamic between student, teacher,

and school is punctuated with problems, as
many teachers don’t take into consideration
the problems of students. The reason is
attributed to the low salaries of teachers in
private schools, which range between YR
12,000 and YR 16,000 per month.

However, tuition fees in private schools
are very high when viewed in light of the
poor services they offer, which often don’t
differ from those of public schools with the
exception that the latter are more crowded.
Some students are obliged to escape the
crowding in public schools and head to pri-
vate schools, where they find tragedy.

School transportation services are typical-
ly unavailable, although when a private
school principal hears of a coming inspection
from the Education [Office] he hires a bus
temporarily. Furthermore, some schools that
do provide a transportation service impose a
fee of over YR 30,000 per year to provide as
few as four children transport for a short dis-
tance, such as from the end of Al-Raqqass to
Hayel St.

Some female teachers complain about the
low salaries that they receive from private

schools, which often don’t exceed YR 8,000
per month. One of the female teachers pays
YR 5,000 of this salary to the school as
tuition fees for her daughter who is studying
at the same school, which leaves only YR
3,000.   

Some female teachers suggest that private
school teaching contracts should be made by
the Education Office after their competence
is tested through school inspectors.

Consequently, it is clear to us that most
private schools are chaotic. They are not
privy to good educational standards, nor
monitoring of the incumbent bodies. The
material and psychological situations of both
male and female teachers are poor, some-
thing which is reflected in the deterioration
of the educational and cultural standards of
students.

I hope that the Ministry of Education
extends its strict monitoring of private
schools before approving the foundation of
such schools which then turn out to be little
more than shops offering goods of poor
quality. What I have mentioned here  is but a
little.  

Source:  Al-Thawra

Private schools ... to where?

Up next... a more dangerous test for the JMP

After thorough research and
investigation, and making sure of the
integument of Israel in a war of
annihilation on Gaza during which
thousands were killed and/or injured,
most of who were women and children
civilians  and the bombardment of
schools, hospitals, places of prayer with
internationally forbidden arms and
weapons, this International Criminal Court
decided to arrest the Sudanese President



By: Peter Rogers

AA round the world, demand
for fresh water doubles
every 20 years, owing to
increasing population and
affluence. Yet pollution, cli-

mate change, and seawater intrusion are
diminishing supplies of fresh water at
similar rates. So, is a global fresh water
crisis looming? 

Fortunately, the situation appears to be
less alarming. This is not to deny that the
supply of fresh water is getting tight. Left
unattended, major disruptions for human
society could occur. 

Many argue that water is different from
resources such as oil, because there are
often no substitutes for water in most uses
(particularly growing food). Moreover,
water is an essentially fixed resource,
albeit one that renews itself every year. 

There are prodigious quantities of
water on the globe, but most of it is salty
ocean water and brackish groundwater.
There are huge resources of fresh water,
but most is in ice sheets and glaciers, with
only a small percentage readily available
where and when we need it. The supply of
water is also highly variable across

regions and within countries, with floods
and droughts occurring at irregular times. 

One new factor influencing water sup-
plies is rising global temperature.
Although we are not certain about the
exact effects, many scientists believe that
total annual precipitation will increase,
but that its seasonality and the frequency
of extremes may also increase. This
would make it difficult to use the existing
supply infrastructure of dams, reservoirs,
treatment systems, and pipelines without
big modifications. 

From the writings of the earliest mod-
ern commentators on the drivers of socio-
economic growth and decline – Adam
Smith, Edward Gibbon, Thomas Malthus,
David Ricardo, and Karl Marx – we see
that concern about exhausting resources is
not new. Malthus and Ricardo were par-
ticularly prescient about the roles of pop-
ulation, food, and energy resources. 

Malthus postulated a geometric rate of
population growth (like compound inter-
est on a bank deposit) and an arithmetic
rate of growth (simple interest on a bank
account) of food production. These curves
always intersect after a couple of decades,
and Malthus predicted widespread famine
or violent conflicts: food and population

would be aligned with each other by “mis-
ery, war, pestilence, and vice.” 

Ricardo projected “declining returns”
on investments in resources, whereby the
best (least-cost) resources are used first,
followed by the next best, and so on.
Increasing demand for resources leads to
price increases that will continue until the
resource becomes too expensive to use. 

Of course, these constraints were at
work over previous centuries, before
Malthus and Ricardo articulated them, but
homo sapiens was able to “cheat” by
expanding our resource base (colonial-
ism) to bring in cheaper resources and
food; by finding substitutes for scarce
resources; and by improving our technol-
ogy so that the same amounts of land and
resources could be used more efficiently. 

Because the world is now pretty much
filled up, there are few opportunities to
expand the physical supply of resources.
The real question now facing the planet is
whether we can continue improving our
technologies or finding cheaper substi-
tutes. Just because something worked
over the past 200 years does not mean that
it will necessarily continue to work. This
is the crux of the problem facing global
water resources. 

But we can avoid a crisis by embracing
the following technical and managerial
adaptations: 

- Trade virtual water – the amount of
water that is embodied in producing a
product (usually food) and shipping it
somewhere else to be used. This saves the
recipient from using his own water, which
can be saved for higher-value activities; 

- Conserve irrigation water. Because
agriculture routinely accounts for 75-90%
of all water consumed in a country, a 10%
efficiency gain would save as much water
as all the water used by the country’s
municipalities and industry. Another way
of improving irrigation efficiency is by
developing crops that produce more food
with the same, or less, water. Research on

such genetically modified (GM) foods is
well advanced in several of the largest
water-scarce countries, such as China and
India; 

- Exploit advanced desalination.
Modern developments in desalination
have brought the cost per unit of desali-
nated seawater to levels comparable to
obtaining fresh water from natural sources
(approximately US$0.05 per cubic
meter). 

- Expand wastewater recycling. Urban
areas typically dispose of about 85% of
their fresh-water intake as wastewater,
often in neighboring water bodies. The
wastes could be treated and used to
replenish groundwater. Emerging low-
water-using sanitation technologies such

as urine-separating dry-composting toilets
could also significantly reduce urban
water demands if properly developed; 

- Develop creative pricing policies for
urban water and wastewater. Protecting
human and ecosystem health are difficult
to price, because they form part of the per-
vasive externalities associated with water
use. Nevertheless, many water uses would
respond well to more efficient prices.

Although avoiding a global water crisis
will not be easy, we have at hand policies
and technologies that, if properly applied,
could see us safely through the next sev-
eral decades, even in the face of increas-
ing – and increasingly wealthy – popula-
tions. 
Source: Project Syndicate
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Al-Motamar.net, affiliated with the
General People’s Congress (Ruling
Party)
Thursday, March 19, 2009

Vice President: Return to
fragmentation era is impossible
Vice-President Abid Rabu Mansour Hadi,
who is also First Deputy Chairman and
Secretary General of the General People’s
Congress GPC expressed on Saturday his
regret about the so-called issue of the
South Yemen or Saada war or even the
allegation that those assuming post in the
authority from southern governorates as
not representing the southern
governorates, the website reported. 

The Vice-President stressed that return
to the era of fragmentation and division,
which Yemen experienced prior to the
Reunification in 1990 is one the
impossibilities. 

The ruling party’s website quoted Hadi
as saying that some opposition members
allege that representation of those
governorates cannot be accomplished but

by those elements who fuelled the civil
war and claimed secessionism in the
summer of 1994. 

In statements to 14 October newspaper
the Vice President wondered how those
understand what they call the South
Yemen’s issue, does it mean recognition
of those activities’ being hostile to the
homeland and its unity.

He added that those individuals behave
in a way contravening of the Constitution
and effective laws, and therefore want to
drive the homeland back to before May
22, 1990? Unfortunately those elements
are still thinking in the same mentality
with which they had caused that edition
for which they received its price at the
expense of the martyrs and the wounded. 

He questioned whether they want
fragmentation once again and said it is
impossible. He added the unity is the
destiny of the Yemeni people and the fruit
of their struggle and an embodiment of
the goals of their two revolutions of 26
September and 14 October. 

The Vice-President added that as for
what is said about Saada is something
exciting. All know that the sedition,
which happened in some areas of Saada,
was ignited by imamate elements whose
minds are saturated with deformed culture
alien to the Yemeni society and its

traditions. They attempted to take the
country back to the era that preceded the
26 September Revolution of 1962.

On a side note, the website reported
that the Comorian Vice President for
Transportation, Post and
Telecommunications, Communication
and Tourism Idi Nadhoim extended in
Sana’a on Sunday an invitation to the
Vice President Abdu Rabu Mansur Hadi
to visit Comoros.

During a meeting between both senior
officials in Sana'a, Hadi accepted the
invitation, whose date will be set later on.

Hadi reviewed with Nadhoim several
issues related to strengthening the
bilateral cooperation between the two
countries in various fields, especially in
higher education, as well as receiving
Comorian students in the Yemeni
universities and institutes to create a
specialized cadre satisfying all the
development requirements.

He also affirmed the political
leadership's keenness on providing all the
possible assistance to the Comorian
people in training and rehabilitating
aspects as well as providing higher
studies' scholarships to the Comorian
students.

For his part, Comorian Vice President
expressed his appreciation to President

Saleh for his efforts to enhance the
relations of the two countries

Al-Sahwa.net, affiliated with the Islah
Party 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009  

Islah Party urges authorities to
recognize South Yemen’s issue 
The Yemeni Congregation for Reform,
known as the Islah party, has affirmed that
narrow loyalties and illegitimate interests
constitute the core of current national
crisis which bodes ill for Yemen, the
website reported. 

During its fourth conference concluded
last week , the Islah Party said that the
agreement recently signed between the
ruling General People’s Congress (GPC)
and Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) to
postpone the parliamentary elections and
undertake political reforms is the latest
attempt to drag the country to a safe
direction. 

The Islah further held the Yemeni
authorities responsible for the vulnerable
state of the economy and bad indicators of

development as well as wasting of public
resources, calling on the ruling party to
quit pursuing wrong economic policies 

It also underlined that the South
Yemen’s issue is a result of authoritarian
policies practiced by the regime ,
excluding political partners and the
absence of equal citizenship, requiring the
authorities , in the meantime, to recognize
such a vital issue , halt repressing activists
and the militarization of civilian life, and
investigate those involved in violations
and killings. 

The major opposition party highly
appreciated roles JMP exerted in stopping
Saada war, urging the government to
immediately treat its impacts and
reconstruct the destroyed houses. 

The conference’s final statement called
for closing down private prisons , tortures
and arrests, and stopping kidnappings and
politically- motivated trials . 

Politicians applaud the conference
Yemeni politicians have applauded the

Islah's party's Conference launched on
Wednesday, March 11, hoping it to come
up with decisions to enhance Yemen's
democracy. 

Mohammad Al-Sabri, top leader of the
Nasserite Unionist People's Organization,
said that holding the conference on time
would help facilitate difficulties and lead

to considerable decisions, pointing out
that Yemen will face critical challenges in
the political life and that they should be
dealt with seriously by the Islah Party.

Vice President of the Yemeni Journalist
Syndicate Sayeed Thabit said that the
Islah's fourth conference confirmed the
solidity and cohesion of the party, and
superb performance, which signifies that
Islah is the future party in Yemen. 

Dr. Abdullah Dahan , member of the
Nasserite Unionist People's Organization,
called on all other parties to follow the
example of the Islah, which firmly
practices democratic values inside its
structures and holds its conferences on
time.

The Yemeni Socialist Party's
representative at the conference Slam al-
Shaibani affirmed that the Islah's
conference  is an important event in
Yemen's political life, urging the Islah's
members to precisely identify Yemen's
troubles and suggest workable solutions
to end them. 

Mohammad Al-Mutawkil, political
science professor at Sana'a University
praised the address delivered by Acting
Head of Islah party Mohammad Al-
Yadomi during the event, indicating that it
contained a thorough description of the
existing crises in the country. 

Confronting the global water crisis

JOB OPENINGS 

SAFER EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION
OPERATIONS COMPANY (�SEPOC�)

SEPOC is the Republic of Yemen�s leading national Oil and Gas
Company. It is the upstream Operator of Yemen�s premier Marib Block
(18) and largest and second largest producer of gas and oil in the
country respectively.

SEPOC is currently seeking to recruit for the following vacancies
talented, qualified and dedicated professionals who desire a fulfilling
and rewarding career with a growing and outstanding organization:

1. Job Title: Organization and Workforce Planning Officer
2. Job Title: Computer Instructor

Job Details of the above and other positions are posted on �Careers� at
SAFER�S Website: www.sepocye.com . To apply and
process your application and CVs for the above positions, please visit
SAFER�S Website.  

Applications must be submitted online no later than March 31st, 2009.
Faxed, mailed, or handed applications will not be considered. 

ONLY shortlisted candidates will be contacted. 

By: Peter Phillips 

TT he Barack Obama adminis-
tration is continuing the neo-
conservative agenda of US
military domination of the
world— albeit with perhaps

a kinder-gentler face. While overt torture
is now forbidden for the CIA and
Pentagon, and symbolic gestures like the
closing of the Guantanamo prison are in
evidence, a unilateral military domi-
nance policy, expanding military budget,
and wars of occupation and aggression
will likely continue unabated. 

The military expansionists from with-
in the Reagan, George H. W. Bush,
Clinton, G. W. Bush administrations put
into place solid support for increased
military spending. Clinton’s model of
supporting the US military industrial
complex held steady defense spending
and increased foreign weapons sales
from 16% of global orders to over 63%
by the end of his administration. 

The neo-conservatives, who dominat-
ed the most recent Bush administration,
amplified this trend of increased military
spending. The neo-cons laid out their
agenda for military global dominance in
the 2000 Project for a New American
Century (PNAC) report Rebuilding
America’s Defenses. The report called
for the protection of the American
Homeland, the ability to wage simultane-
ous theater wars, to perform global con-
stabulary roles, and to control space and
cyberspace. The report claimed that in
order to maintain a Pax Americana,
potential rivals — such as China, Iran,
Iraq, and North Korea — needed to be
held in check. This military global domi-
nance agenda required forward deploy-
ment of US forces worldwide and
increasing defense/war spending well
into the 21st century. The result was a

doubling of the US military budget to
over $700 billion in the last eight years.
The US now spends as much on
war/defense as the rest of the world com-
bined, making Americans the highest
war-tax payers in the world. 

Barack Obama’s election brought a
moment of hope for many. However, the
Obama administration is not calling for
decreased military spending, or a rever-
sal of US military global dominance.
Instead, Obama retained Robert Gates,
thus making Obama the first president
from an opposing party, in US history, to
keep in place the outgoing administra-
tions’ Secretary of Defense/War.
Additionally, Obama is calling for an
expanded war in Afghanistan and only
minimal long-range reductions in Iraq. 

The US military industrial complex is
deeply embedded inside the Washington
beltway. According to the most recent
reports from OpenSecrets.org, 151 mem-
bers of Congress in 2006 had up to
$195.5 million of their personal assets
invested in defense companies. 

Major defense contractors were seri-
ously involved in the 2008 elections.
Lockheed Martin gave $2,612,219 in
total political campaign donations, with
49% to Democrats ($1,285,493) and
51% to Republicans ($1,325,159).
Boeing gave $2,225,947 in 2008 with
58% going to Democrats, and General
Dynamics provided $1,682,595 to both
parties. Northrop Grumman spent over
$20 million in 2008, hiring lobbyists to
influence Congress, and Raytheon spent
$6 million on lobbyists in the same peri-
od. In a revolving door appointment,
Obama nominated Raytheon’s senior
vice president for government operations
and strategy, William Lynn, for the num-
ber two position in the Pentagon. Lynn
was formally the Defense Department’s
comptroller during the Clinton adminis-

tration. 
The International Monetary Fund’s

prediction for global economic growth in
2009 is 0.5 percent—the worst since
World War II. The United Nations’
International Labor Organization esti-
mates that some 50 million workers will
lose their jobs worldwide this year. There
are an estimated 62,000 U.S. companies
expected to close in 2009, and while offi-
cial unemployment is at 7 percent in the
US, when you add people no longer
looking for jobs and part-time workers,
joblessness is closer to 14 percent. The
military-industrial-political elite are wor-
ried about the potential of increasing
global insecurity. The answer inside the
Obama Administration is to continue
high defense/war spending to insure mil-
itary control of both domestic and for-
eign instabilities. 

The military, industrial, congressional,
and administrative elite profit from
defense spending, both financially and
ideologically. Insider profit taking from
pentagon spending is widespread in
Washington. But perhaps more important
is the belief that this global military
machine is seen as necessary for the pro-
tection of US corporate interests and the
American upper classes in an increasing-
ly destabilized world. Given that belief,
the Obama administration is unlikely to
change the defense spending policies of
the previous US administrations without
significant disruptive pressure from anti-
war activists and global empire resisters. 

Peter Phillips is a Professor of Sociology
at Sonoma State University and Director
of Project Censored a media research
organization. His 2006 study on the
Global Dominance Group in the US is
available on line at: http://www.project-
censored.org/articles/story/the-global-
dominance-group/ 

Barack Obama administration continues
US military global dominance
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By: Alice Hackman

OO n World Water Day this
year, perhaps mankind
should turn its gaze not
only to water, but also to
the precious wealth that

teems within it. Like water resources,
fisheries are a source of life and
livelihood, and demand equally good
management in a changing world, said
the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) State of the World
Fisheries and Aquaculture 2008. 

“The substantial increases in energy
and food prices, which started in 2007
and have continued into 2008, as well as
the threat of climate change, mean that
the conditions for capture fisheries and
aquaculture are changing,” wrote Ichiro
Namura, Assistant Director-General of
FAO’s Fisheries and Aquaculture
Department in the report. 

“That said, the combined effects of
rising prices and climate change are
complex, and they affect a very large
number of fisheries and aquaculture
operations in a mosaic of natural, social
and economic contexts. Hence, it is too
early to have a clear understanding of
the cumulative impact worldwide on

fisheries and aquaculture,” he added.
Stemming from the depths of the Red

Sea, Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea, the
fishing industry in Yemen supports the
livelihood of at least 220,000 fishermen
and their families according to the latest
statistics collected by FAO, and their
catch increasingly contributes to the
protein intake of inhabitants around the
country.

Yemen’s three bordering seas may be
dwarfed in comparison with the vast
fishery wealth enjoyed by China, the
world’s top marine life producer and
exporter in 2006 according to FAO, but
the bounty offered to Yemen by its
coastal waters should not be
underestimated.

In 2006, Yemen produced 229,000
tons of fish, according to the Ministry of
Fish Wealth.

China produced up to 51.5 million
tons of fish in the same year, but its
coastline is almost nine times longer
than that of Yemen and it has developed
many inland fisheries, which water-
scarce Yemen cannot. And with a
population of over 1.3 billion compared
to Yemen’s 17 million, perhaps it is not
surprising that China boasts the highest
number of fish farmers and fishermen

worldwide, even in Asia where 86
percent of all them live.

The FAO’s latest report stressed that
the developing world is emerging as a
strong producer and exporter of fish and
sea food. Developing countries claimed
a whopping 79 percent of fish
production in 2006 even without China’s
contribution, and their exports
represented around half of global fish
exports in the same year.

Although the U.S. ranked third in the
fish production ranking in 2006,
developing country Peru claimed second
place after China. Peru has 3,080 km of
coastline compared to Yemen’s 2,350
km, and every year Peru lands tons of
anchovies from its territorial waters and
fish farms, sometimes using trawlers.

Piracy and global warming 
But, despite its large expanse of
territorial waters, production in Yemen
over the last few years has almost
halved, according to the Ministry of Fish
Wealth. Whereas the country produced
229,000 tons of fish in 2006, these
figures dropped in 2007 to 177,000 tons
and again in 2008 to only 131,000 tons
of fish.

“The ministry is devoting itself to
finding the causes of this decrease in
production, and is taking initiatives to
protect and manage fish resources,”
Abdallah ‘Audh Basnil, Deputy Minister
for Fish Wealth told the Yemen Times.

Although the study is ongoing, both
piracy in the Gulf of Aden and global
warming have adversely affected the
country’s recent production of tuna, he
said. 

Piracy has posed an increasing threat
to Yemeni fishermen’s livelihood over
the last few years, with many
complaining of being used as human
shields by the pirates and of having their
work disrupted by unruly inspections by
international forces patrolling the Gulf
of Aden and Red Sea.

As for global warming, it has swept
the world’s waters, and Yemeni fisheries
are no exception, said the FAO office in
Yemen. Rising temperatures in the
mangroves and coastal waters unsettle
the larger cycle of marine life, with
consequences for fishes of all sizes. 

Worldwide tuna catch levels declined

in 2007 because of the increase in fuel
prices which made long trips out to sea
uneconomical for the world’s fishing
fleet, and canned tuna prices soared for
the first time in 20 years, said the 2008
FAO report.

But the skipjack tuna, found in Yemen
waters, was third most caught species
worldwide in 2006, with 2.5 million tons
caught. The yellowfin tuna, also caught
in Yemen, came tenth in the ranking,
with a landing of 1.1 million tons all
over the globe.

“The tunas reached a new maximum
at more than 6.4 million tons, with
skipjack catches higher than ever,
whereas yellowfin catches were reported
to have decreased by about 20 percent
from the peak reached in 2003,” said the
report.

Up to 80 percent of all global fish
stocks for which statistics are available
are fully exploited or over-exploited,
warns the FAO report, but this does not
seem to be a problem for tuna in the
Indian Ocean so far.

“Some stocks of skipjack tuna are
fully exploited while some are still
reported as being moderately exploited
particularly in the Pacific and Indian
Oceans, where they could offer some
limited possibilities for further
expansion of fisheries production,” said
the report.

The Ministry of Fisheries last week
discussed the possibility of conducting
feasibility studies for a tuna aquaculture
project in Yemen with the Yemen Fish
Company.

“Yemen exports fish to over 60
countries,” said Deputy Minister for
Fish Wealth Basnil, “We export tuna as
well as cuttlefish, squid, and prawns.”

Current statistics on Yemen’s import
and export of fish are not readily
available, but the deputy minister denied
a FAO report that Yemen’s fish imports
exceeded its exports in value in 1999,
with USD 40 million imported against
USD 19.8 million exported.

A good source of protein
Worldwide, consumption of fish per
capita has increased steadily over the
last decades, from 9.9 kg in the 1960s to
16.4 kg in 2005. It has risen dramatically
in the Near East and North Africa, said

the FAO report.
The average Yemeni now consumes

between 5 and 10 kg of fish a year, less
than the rest of the Arabian Peninsula
with Saudi Arabia, but more than coastal
countries in the Horn of Africa such as
Ethiopia. Its contribution to global
animal protein intake is still low.

In 2000, Yemenis received 4 percent
of their total protein intake from fish,
reported the World Resources Institute,
below the global average of 6 percent,
but more than the Middle Eastern and
North African average of 3 percent.

Fish is such a good source of protein
that several countries are currently
developing a high-nutrition food called
fish protein concentrate to feed the
undernourished worldwide.

Only 12 grams of the new magic
formula would be the needed daily
intake for a child a day, estimates FAO,
but in areas where fish is plentiful, real
fish may be a better solution and fish
concentrate should be confined to
emergency use only.

Almost half of the fish destined for
human consumption in 2006 was live
and fresh, due to the widespread use
refrigerators and ice-making machines,
notably on transportation.

The byproducts of fishing are

increasingly being put to good use too.
Among these, is the newly-emerging
fish gelatine, to be used as a thickener in
food such as jelly, marshmallows and
some low fat yoghurt instead of the less-
popular porcine and bovine gelatines. 

Almost 2,500 tons of fish gelatine was
produced in 2006, said the FAO report.
Extracted from fish skin, fish gelatine is
being explored as an alternative to other
forms of mammalian gelatine, the
consumption of which is discouraged in
Islam, Judaism and Hinduism. Fish
collagen also has advantages over
bovine collagen in the pharmaceutical
industry.

But this is not the only oddity outlined
in the report. European and American
companies are increasingly outsourcing
fish processing to countries with cheap
labor. 

In particular, fish from Europe and
North America is increasingly sent to
Asia for filleting and packaging before
being re-imported. Similarly, smoked
and marinated European fish is
increasingly being processed in Poland
and the Baltic countries, it reported.

In an increasingly globalized world,
these sources of protein will be
supporting the livelihoods of people
across the continents.

Protecting water and all that lives in it

The yellowfin tuna, found in Yemeni waters, was tenth most caught source of
fish protein in 2006 worldwide.

Contribution of fish to animal protein supply (average 2003-2005)

St
at

e 
of

 th
e 

W
or

ld
 F

ish
er

ie
s 

an
d 

Aq
ua

cu
ltu

re
 2

00
8,

 F
AO

fre
ed

ive
.n

et



23 Mar23 March, 2009ch, 2009AdvertisementAdvertisement 9



By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

II n most countries, publications
in foreign languages
contribute to a nation’s
culture and general
knowledge, but in Yemen, it is

difficult to find foreign books at all
–other than the classics or text books
recommended in university or foreign
schools' curriculums.

"There is not much interest in
books in Arabic covering areas of
general knowledge, let alone in
foreign languages," said Deputy
Minister of Culture Hisham Ali Bin
Ali. "The general knowledge book
has no readers in Yemen, and those
who read foreign languages are so
few, that they buy their own books
abroad.” 

"The high rate of illiteracy in
Arabic is the main reason for little
reading in Yemen,” added Dr. Faris
Al-Saqqaf, head of the General Book
Authority. 

"It ensues that knowledge of other
written languages is also low, and the
number of Yemenis who speak
foreign languages is limited." 

Unlike other Arab countries like
Lebanon, Morocco and Egypt where
people read foreign books in their
original or translated form, in Yemen
very few foreign books are imported
and even less translated into Arabic,
according to Bin Ali.

"There would be some demand for
these books in foreign languages if
they were imported, but the prices
must be reasonable" said Bin Ali. "I
like to read in English because it
saves time instead of waiting for the
new book to be translated." 

Even at Yemen’s annual book
fairs, non-academic foreign books are
hard to come by. Only a few
international publishers sell
educational and academic books
through their Yemeni distributors. 

But academic books for university
students – especially those enrolled
in medicine, engineering and
language degrees – are widely
available.

Although mostly published in the
seventies, many academic books in
foreign languages line the walls of
university libraries for students to
use.

More up-to-date scientific
publications in English are also
available in specialized bookshops,
and students buy them because they
are compulsory reading. “Although
medicine and engineering text books
are expensive, university students
buy them because they are required

textbooks,” said Bin Ali.
However not all specialized books

are available in shops, and Yemenis
sometimes complain that more
volumes should be imported.

Bushra Handal, 19, a student of
psychology at Sana'a University,
prefers to read about her chosen
subject in English rather than Arabic,
because she says sometimes concepts
are lost in translation. But, although
the books she seeks out are available
in libraries, she cannot find them in
bookshops.

"We need to read in foreign
languages to know more about other
cultures," said Handal, "But our
education system does not encourage
a reading culture and doesn’t allow us
to express ourselves." 

Luckily, Handal lives in Sana’a
where various foreign cultural centers
offer people like her the opportunity
to learn about other countries and
foreign perceptions of Yemen. 

With the biggest collection of
foreign books, the French Cultural
Center offers its library members
around 14,000 titles. It has a children
section to encourage reading from an
early age, classics for French

language students, new novels and
books written in French about
Yemen. 

Journalist Jamal Jubran usually
buys French books to improve his
mind when he is overseas, but he also
takes novels out from the library of
the French Cultural Center.

The knowledge gap between
Yemeni and foreign cultures is caused
by the absence of foreign books, says
Jubran: "The gap is not only in
knowledge it encompasses education,
cinema, sports and the economy." 

Other library members are French-
speaking university professors,
employees in oil companies and
international organizations, French
who live or work in Yemen, and
French language students, according
to Omaimah Al-Thurani, librarian of
the French Cultural Center in Sana'a.

For those who prefer reading in
English, the British Council’s library
or "The Free Zone,” offers about
11,000 academic publications, classic
novels and educational books at the
private University of Science and
Technology in Sana'a. 

And students can also read books
in German from the library at the
German House. 

Although the center only has 2,000
titles for the moment, the collection
includes documentary DVDs for
German language students to
improve their listening and
comprehension skills.

To promote reading, the center,
which has also donated some books
to the German department at Sana’a
University, selects one book each
week which it recommends to
members through discussions or
lectures, and by translating German
books about Yemen into Arabic. 

"Germany will be guest of honor at
the next Sana'a Book Fair in 2009,”
said Guido Zebisch, director of the
German House in Sana'a, explaining
the center will bring Yemeni and
German authors together, promote
illustrated children’s books and
feature publishers from Lebanon and
Egypt with Arabic translations of
German books.

Other collections of foreign books
are individual donations, such as that
made by British Alan D'Arcy to the
library at the Bait Al-Thaqafa or the
Culture House in Sana'a in 2007.

Of the library’s 4,000 foreign
books, the latter donated about 1,500
precious and rare books about
Yemen, mostly in English, with some
in French, German and Italian. All are
arranged by alphabetical order in the
library’s Alan D’Arcy corner.

Foreign books are expensive 
Paying the British Council YR 5,000

or the French Cultural Center YR
2,500 a year plus deposit is still the
cheapest option for Yemenis who
wants to read books in English or
French. 

It is not surprising that, given the
option between owning a single book
for YR 2,500 or signing up for
unlimited access to thousands for a
whole year, most readers choose the
latter.

In comparison to the living
standards of Yemenis, the prices of
books are high, especially books in
foreign languages, according to
Jubran. 

"Recently we have started
bringing some cultural books like
new now novels," said Nashwan Al-
Maghafi, owner of the Yemen
Bookshop. 

"But we try to choose titles
carefully so that they do not offend
Yemeni society or the Ministry of
Culture, but foreign publishers also
suggest some titles we may be
interested in.”

The readers of non-academic
English books are foreigners,
Yemenis who have lived in foreign
countries and Yemeni women who
like to read novels, according to Al-
Maghafi. 

To broaden these books’ audience,
the Yemen Book shop is planning to
hold reading competitions to promote
reading in English.

"Importing books is really
expensive, because of the high tax
rate which increases the cost of the
book," said Al-Maghafi. "These tax
charges on books are some of the
highest in the world."

According to the Ministry of
Culture, 15 percent of books
imported to the country are in foreign
languages, and most of these are
educational books. 

But they are expensive, and some
clever Yemenis have found a way
around buying them in Yemen. 

To enrich his knowledge in his
specialization, Abu Bakr Al-Duba’i,
student at the Faculty of Engineering,
buy books from India through a
relative studying there. He said that
the books he buys from India are the
same but cheaper than in the local
bookshops. 

To spread the reading culture and
activate the role of books in
strengthening intercultural links,
attention should be paid to books in
foreign languages. 

By reducing tax charges on books
and decrease the censorship on their
content, the government would help
open windows onto the world so that
Yemeni society may benefit from
other cultures' knowledge and
experience.
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Faces & Traces is a cultural series of concise biographies of local
or international famous and obscure personalities in fields such as
literature, arts, culture and religion in which these individuals
contribute affirmatively. It is a short journey in contemporary
history, attempting to tackle numerous effective characters in
human civilization.

By: Eyad N. Al-Samman
alsammanworld@yahoo.ca

EE l-Messiri, Abdel-Wahab
Muhammad, was an
Egyptian author, intellec-
tual and scholar. He was
born in October 1938 in

Damanhur, capital of Buhayrah
Governorate, near Alexandria. El-
Messiri received his primary and sec-
ondary education in Damanhur before
he enrolled at the Alexandria
University, Faculty of Arts, English
Department in 1955. After his gradua-
tion in 1959, he was appointed lectur-
er in the same university. 

In 1963, El-Messiri left Egypt and
attended Columbia University, New
York, in the United States where he
obtained his Master’s degree in 1964. Later on, he obtained his Ph.D. from Rutgers
University in New Jersey in 1969. Upon coming back to Egypt at the beginning of
the seventies, El-Messiri was a member of the Board of Experts in the Al-Ahram
Center of Political and Strategic Studies. In 1975, he was appointed cultural con-
sultant for the Arab League’s permanent delegation in the United Nations in New
York up to 1979. He returned to Egypt to lecture in Ain Shams University until
1983. He also taught English Comparative Literature in other universities includ-
ing King Saud University, Saudi Arabia (1983–1988) and at Kuwait University,
Kuwait (1988-1989). He worked also as a visiting Professor in the Islamic
Malaysian University in Kuala Lumpur and in the Nasser Military Academy.
Among other positions that he held working as the Academic Chancellor of the
Universal Institute for Islamic Intellect in Washington (1992-2008) and a member
of the Board of Trustees of the University of Islamic and Social Sciences (1993-
2008), Virginia, USA. He was also the consultant of editorial board for several peri-
odicals published in Egypt, Malaysia, Iran, United States, England and France. In
January 2008, El-Messiri was assigned to work as the General Coordinator of the
Egyptian Movement for Change (Kefaya).

El-Messiri managed to write over than 70 books in Arabic and English during 30
years of his intellectual career. He composed in different fields such as Jews,
Judaism and Zionism; secularism, postmodernism, Western culture and contempo-
raneity; literary theory and comparative literature. His first book entitled “End of
the History: An Introduction for Studying the Zionist Intellect’s Structure” (1972)
which shows that Zionists are trying to put and end for the history by stopping its

elements which hinder the organic
development of Jews. In 1976, El-
Messiri wrote “Israel and South
Africa: The progression of a
Relationship” in which he compares
Zionism with Apartheid. He authored
“The Encyclopedia of Zionist
Concepts and Terms: A Critical
Vision” in 1975 and decided to update
this encyclopedia to has a fundamental
vision offers a comprehensive cogni-
tive substitute. Consequently and after
more than 25 years of research and
critical inquiry, El-Messiri published
his eight-volume magnum opus enti-
tled “The Encyclopedia of Jews,
Judaism and Zionism: A New
Explanatory Model” (1999) which is
constructive and suggests alternative
ways of looking at Jewish, Zionist, and
Israel phenomena. It also deals with all

aspects of the history of the ancient Hebrews, and that of the Jewish communities
all over the world. El-Messiri was threatened with death for his encyclopedia from
religious Jews and was accused of anti-Semitism.

In the field of literature, El-Messiri wrote many books especially about the
Palestinian literature such as “A Lover from Palestine and Other Poems” (1972),
“Analects of Romantic English Poetry: Some Historical and Critical Studies”
(1979), “Three Studies in English Literature” (1979), “The Palestinian Wedding:
A Bilingual Anthology of Contemporary Palestinian Resistance Poetry” (1983)
and “A Land of Stone and Thyme: Palestinian Short Stories” (1996).

He wrote his autobiography in the book entitled “My Intellectual Journey in
Seeds, Roots and Fruits: An Objective Memoir” (2001) which contains details on
how his ideas were generated and about the explanatory method he uses. Among
his other important books “Who is the Jewish?” (1997), “The Hidden Hand: A
Study in the Destructive and Secret Jewish Movements” (1998) and “Partial and
Complete Secularism” (2002).

Several works of El-Messiri were translated into foreign languages including
English, French, Hebrew, Persian, Turkish and Portuguese. His works written and
published in English included: “Israel, Base of Western Imperialism” (1969) and
“The Land of Promise: A Critique of Political Zionism” (1977) that contains a pro-
lix text which can be taught as an academic subject tackling the Zionism’s history.
In the field of children’s literature, El-Messiri composed several stories such as
“The Princess and the Poet” (1993), “Cinderella and Madame Zainab Khatoon”
(1999), “A Very Fictional Story” (2001) and “Songs to the Beautiful Things”
(2002).

During his literary career, El-Messiri obtained many certificates of appreciation
from the Indonesian Intellects’ Union (1994), the University of Jerusalem in
Palestine (1995), the International Educators’ Hall of Fame (1996), the Faculty of
Law at the University of Emirates (1999) and the Arab Physicians Syndicate
(2003). He was also conceded several awards including the Suzan Mubarak’s
Award for the Best Writer of Children’s Literature (2000 and 2003), the Award of
Sultan Al-Awais regarding his intellectual oeuvre from the United Arab Emirates
(2002), the Award of International Board on Books for Young People (2004), the
State’s Appreciative Award in Literature (2005) and the Award of Al-Quds from the
Arab Union for Authors and Writers (2008).

El-Messiri died on July 3, 2008, in Cairo suffering from cancer. Apparently, El-
Messiri has devoted a significant part of his intellectual career to the defense of the
Palestinian cause. He once said: “The functional nature of the State of Israel based
on the fact that colonization has created it to perform a specific function. It is a
colonial project which has no relation with Judaism.”

A global specialist in the Zionist movement’s history

Abdel-Wahab M. El-Messiri
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Books in foreign languages: 
hard to find, or expensive

A handful of cultural centers and libraries in Sana’a offer foreign books at competitive subscription rates.
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A good skilled
female/male employee
marketing/sales depart-
ment
(English+Computer) is
required.
Contact: 5632286

A German compa-
ny offers cleaning job
for an English speak-
ing person (Female), 6
days for week, daily 5
hours. Call: 733 930
873

Needed secretary,
female, part time, to
work in Advertising
Company. 
Contact: 711 663 410

Specialist teacher
in Arabic and English
wants to give private
lessons for all levels,
suitable prices.
Contact: Shakeeb Tel.
735 519 454

Abdulmalek
Abdulwahed, Bachelor
in geology (Petroleum
and hydrology Branch)
Geological programs &

Geology (petroleum and
with computer programs
and English language.
seeks for a job in
petroleum company.
Contact: 777 949 617 -
735 652 652
Email; malekfarhan96@
yahoo.com

Montaser
AbdulFattah Saif,
bachelor in electrical
engineering, department
power and machine
from Sana’a University,
very good in English,
seeking for a job in
company. 733 291 955/
733 337 141

Yousif Ahmad Q.
(BCA in chemistry -
Taiz University) training
course in the field of all
products (Assist
Refining Oil. Co. - Assit
- Egypt) - proficiency
in. (MS win  + word)
proficiency the English
language ......
Contact: 713 023 103 -
713 596 989

Diploma in
Pharmacy assistance and
Diploma in English
language and computer
science, I have many
workshops (Art
advertising, customer
service, general

relations) I want work in
any field in any
organization or
corporation. Contact:
733 877 011

Experienced M.Sc
Chemistry teacher
available for home
tuition for all subjects,
from grade 5 to grade 12
ministry syllabus,
GCSE, IGCSE, 
Contact Nos: 713 812
066, 713 401 553 

Muhsin Awad Abdu
Rabu, Bachelor Oil and
Minerals,  as business
Management for Oil and
Gas., skills
Administration, Sales
officer, Supervisor.

Yasser Ali Qaid,
Diploma in mechanical,
Excellent, V. Good skills
in language English,
seeking for job
Contact: 733 744 032

Sudanese financial
Manager with 15 years
experience in financial
Management
Contact: 734 275 368

Tourist Guide for
individual foreign
visitors to  Ibb City. I’m
male English bachelor
holder.
Contact: 733 756 733

Bachelor of

Administrative
information system -
very good computer
skills, has experience in
advertisement promotion
and marketing  for 2
years , proficiency in
speaking and writing
English, and secretarial
experiences
Contact: 777 781 828

Want's a job with an
international
organization in the field
of English /Arabic
/English translation
Contact: 01- 495 082

Bassam Al-Sabai,
bachelor in English
language, seeking for a
job in any company,
private school or in any
other field
Contact: 777029139 -
700077547

Mohammed
Ebrahim, Indian
Nationality, Medical
Microbiology, 4 years
course under faculty of
medicine Having 5 years
of experience in multi
super speciality
Hospitals in India
Contact: 777 791 723

Bachelor in English
faculty of Education,
courses in computer
(word-excel-power
point-internet-typing),
seeking for a job in a

company, private school
and as a private teacher
in houses to teach
English.
Contact: 733 542 688

A filipino Nationality
seek to work as a private
teacher in house in
afternoon time
-with professional
licensed teacher
- with over 14 years
experienced
Contact: 770471297

University degree,
faculty of arts, English
language, good
translation from Arabic
to English. good
knowledge of internet
and computer skills
Contact: 771 917 375

English language
teacher & Computer
Trainer ICDL, seek to
work as a private
teacher in houses in
afternoon time.
Contact: 733 756 733

Bachelor degree in
Computer science (IT),
3 years experience in
(IT), experiences
computer maintenance
and sales, some courses
in English.
Contact: 777 224 115

In Sana’a City at Al-
Asbahi Zone  A separate
2nd floor in a villa of
two stories with entree,
3 bedrooms, two
saloons, 3 bathrooms, a
kitchen, a garden
courtyard and a parking
space for two cars.
Interested please call
Hamed at Mobile: 733
246 627

An office with 2
furnished rooms + 2
phone lines + ADSL
internet at Hadda St. 4
only 250$. 
call now 777 283 728.

Real Estate 
& Furniture

Job Seekers

Required

®®∫∫ss

Classifieds11

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 
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Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale  Required  Available For Lease  For Hire/Rent    Job Require
Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 
268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
•  Packing/Land Transportation.
•  International door to door services.
•  Warehousing /Logistical planning.
•  Customs clearance/Local  

Visa/Documentation handling.
•  Real Estate Services.
•  Ticking Reservations & General  

Tourism Services.
•  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696
P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye
Website:
www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199,
Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign
Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7,
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio
Station  282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station
332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen
7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airline 278668/283082 
Egypt Air               273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030
Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2
CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625 

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958
Europe Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01
270804

FORD/HYUNDAI     267791
MERCEDES-BENZ  01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education               Tel:444553
NIIT Quality_ 
Computer Education  Tel. 445518/7-442073
British Institute for languages & Computer 

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders   407905
World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital       Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246967/66

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874      Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668                       
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/
272962/43,      Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292,             Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super deluxe
Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools  Sana'a       448258/9

Taiz       205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.

Tel: 01-240515

Falcon Holidays      Tel: 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel      Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center   Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES
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Translations
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INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOTELS

HHOOSSPPIITTAALLSS

FREIGHT  
FORWARDERS

COURIERS

COMPUTER  EDUCATION  
AND  INSTITUTES

CAR  SHOWROOMS  
&  SPARE  PARTS

CAR RENTAL

BANKS
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To particepate 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276
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Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All  your needs All  your needs 
under one under one roof .roof .
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Modern Link Int�1
Tel : 967- 1 -218335
Fax :- 967- 1 - 472919
mli.ye@yahoo.com
mli.ye@hotmail.com

Cargo

M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services. 

International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)
International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.
Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.
Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.
Tel :        01-531221/531231
Fax:       01-531130
Hot line: 733030062   (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a –
Republic Of Yemen.
P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a – Republic Of
Yemen.
E-Mail:    m&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website:   www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Cargo

±uœȨ̂ ∞OMp «∞bË∞OW

¢KHuÊ:- 533812 - 1 - 769      

≠UØf:- 919274 - 1- 769

Real Estate
Mawr Office

For General and real Estate
Service Contracting 

Furnished and non-Furnished
houses and villas
Selling and buying all kinds of
properties 

Tel: +967 1 449383 P.O Box: 169 18
Mobile: 777 448 909



By: Nasser Abdullah Nasser Salah
For the Yemen Times

TT he Nabak tree, as it is called
in Yemen, is a thorny shrub
that has existed in the coun-
try for thousands of years. Be
it called the Nabak, Garland

Thorn, Christ's Thorn, or Crown of
Thorns, it bears a dry and woody fruit
known in Arabic as “doum,” and has great
historical, literary and pharmacological
significance among Muslims, Jews, and
Christians alike. 

It is suggested that this is the only tree
species considered holy by many
Muslims in addition to its status as a
sacred tree in the Middle East. It has been
conferred a special status as a blessed tree

among the Druze, and the name “Crown
of Thorns” reflects an old legend that the
spiny branches were used to make the

crown of thorns placed on Christ's head
before his crucifixion.

This Nabak tree has been used both as

a fruit-bearing and medicinal plant in
Yemen since ancient times. Dotted over
Yemen’s various governorates, the
blessed tree enjoys villagers’ devoted pro-
tection and many families consider the
tree to be an indispensable part of their
lives. Mentioned in three chapters of the
Qur'an, it is considered a source of bless-
ing.

History bears witness to man's close
relation with the Nabak tree which is
intertwined with the lives of Yemenis,
particularly the old inhabitants of
Shabwa. Throughout the years, the tree
has held strong against harsh conditions
and witnessed many of today’s Yemenis’
ancestors struggle in the search of food
and shelter. 

The mountainous area of Shabwa has
many Nabak trees wildly scattered about
its hills, especially in the well-known
Yashbum Valley, in Awaliq, Assaid,
Yashbum, Al-Safal and Naqiba. 

In the Yashbum Valley, the tree goes by
three names according to its age and size:
It is first called “liz” when it is still a
sapling, the “alib” when it grows into a
trunk, and finally “ras’a” when it is a
fully-grown shrub.

Medical and nutritional uses 
The tree boasts a number of medical

and nutritional benefits for both humans
and animals. Sheep, goat and camels are
fond of eating the fruit and leaves, which
are known as “lagin.” Bees swarm to feed
of the tree’s fragrant flowers to produce
Yashbum Valley’s famed honey. 

In times of hunger, people take advan-
tage of the nutritious “doum” fruit, fresh
or dried. It is also sometimes crushed into
powder form called “rasee'a,” use to treat
diarrhea as well as allay hunger. 

To help control diabetes or sooth a
cough, the seed inside the fruit, known as
“agr,” would be crushed to obtain the red
kernels inside called “feedan.” Toasted
together with sesame seeds and a little
salt, it provides a remarkable cure for
both, according to elderly women. 

Moreover, women made use of Nabak
leaves to soften the hair and skin with a
mixture called “ghasal,” made from
ground leaves, henna and water. 

The early stage of the Nabak’s fruit,
called “khoger,” is also used as shampoo.
For hair lotion, women would ground the
bark of the tree, mix it with water and
other fragrant herbs and use in occasions
including Eid and weddings. 

“Ghasal” was also used to wash the
dead before being wrapped up in shrouds
and buried.

Strong wood in construction
The wood of the Nabak tree is of

unquestionably high quality. Its character-
istics -hard, long and resistant to fire,
water and woodworms- ensure it is unpar-
alleled by any other type of wood. Since
the 1970s, the wood has been used for
building as well as a number of other
uses. 

Admirable windows made out of this
wood called “rawasheen” or “khalaf” add
the aesthetics of the buildings they adorn. 

Beautifully engraved doors also spring
from the blessed tree, among which the
thickest and heaviest is the main door
known as “al-sida.” Both the frame and
body of this door are decorated, and a flat
iron door knocker features in its center.

To lock the door on the inside, there are
two wooden bars called “malsan” on its
right-hand side. With a wooden l-shaped
key and the highest of these called
“kowa,” the door can be both locked and
unlocked from the outside. A latch called

“sukada” is tied to a rope to enable mem-
bers of the family to open and close the
door from the floors above 

Other doors in the house are not as dec-
orated as the main door, except for the sit-
ting room door. In the middle of this
room, a pillar called “qawasim” carries
several small beams or “awardh.” A col-
umn also made of Nabak wood called
“sarieh” presents admirable engravings
on its four sides. 

Popular carpenters like Al-Hanatheeth,
Al-Buset and Al-Saleh Al-Sheba are
famed for their skilful use of Nabak
wood. They would cut down the trees,
saw the timber into planks, and with their
hands turn them into different beautiful
shapes to be used as pillars, doors and
windows frames.

An indispensable tree
The people of the valley could not do

away with the Nabak tree, as they even
used its wood as a base for stone wells.
The disk on which water was drawn up in
a rubber or leather pail was also made of
Nabak wood.

Sesame oil presses used the wood, and
so did pots, basins, dough kneading recip-
ients and dishes for food. Assembled with
a coconut and a small earthenware con-
tainer, to sticks of Nabak wood make a
very good hooka, “rashbuh” or even
“mada'a.”

Nabak twigs or “zarb” are used to build
fences to keep livestock in one place and
storing straw, and its wood is excellent
firewood. 

Today as before, people highly appreci-
ate the Nabak tree. Its many purposes are
a source of pride for those who grow it
and use its wood, bark, fruit and leaves in
their daily lives. Testimony to its pivotal
role in society, it has earned many names
over the years, including Alib Al-Thawra,
Alib Al-Mahankis, Alib Al-Sheikh, and
Alib Ba-Hamra among others.

The Nabak or lote in the Qur’an 
The Nabak tree has won unique honor

was mentioned in the Qur'an: 
"And verily he saw him yet another

time 
By the lote tree of the utmost boundary.
Nigh unto which is the Garden of

Abode 
When that which did enshroud the lote

tree.
The eye turned not aside nor yet was

overbold Verily he saw one of the greater
revelations of his Lord."

The other reference to the lote tree is in
the Sura of the Event, regarding the Day
of Judgment, where is written, "When
those at God's right hand, the faithful, will
dwell among thornless lote trees and clus-
tered plantains, spreading shade, gushing
water, and fruit aplenty."
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Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper.

The Nabak tree: Outgrowing generations


