
By: Mahmoud Assamiee

SANA’A, Oct. 12 – The Ambassador of the
United Sates in Sana’a, Gerald Feierstein,
said the American people are concerned
about the threat that Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP) poses to innocent
people around the world.

“The threat of violent extremism in Ye-
men is not new… this week marks the tenth
anniversary of the attack on the USS Cole in
Aden, in which seventeen brave American
sailors were killed,” said the US diplomat in
a press conference held in the Yemeni Jour-
nalist Syndicate last Monday.

He indicated that although terrorists of-
ten target foreign diplomats or tourists, Ye-
meni civilians suffer the worst toll from the
acts of extremism. However, he affirmed
his country’s commitment to work with the
Yemeni government to defeat Al-Qaeda
and to secure Yemen’s border. The newly
appointed ambassador has arrived at a time
when cooperation between Yemen and the
United States has become more important.

The United States’ assistance to Yemen
reached USD 300 million this year, allo-
cated to military and economic areas.

Over involving of US Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs, William Burns, in
the dialogue between the ruling General
People’s Congress party and the opposition
Joint Meeting Parties, he said the United
States strongly supports the national dia-
logue between the two parties to reach to
clear results.

Regarding President Saleh’s statements
on conducting a dialogue with the Southern
Movements even those cooperating with ji-
hadis or Al-Qaeda, he said “we used to hear
the president’s statements in national occa-
sions talking about strong measures against
extremists and corruption. We welcome

these and will support the state to carry out
its commitments.”

He further said that dialogue is pos-
sible with the misled elements in extrem-
ist groups but it is impossible to conduct it
with extremist leaders who launch terrorist
attacks against innocent civilians.

Responding to a question over secret dif-
ferences between Yemen and the United
Sates, given that President Salah accused
the United States in his speech he delivered
at the Arab-African Summit held in Libya
last Saturday of supporting Israel in its ag-
gression against the Palestinian people, he
said “the is no crisis nor strong differences
between the two governments.”

Regarding US air raids against Al-Qaeda
hideouts in Yemen, he said that they would
do their best to support the government of
Yemen to face threats and that they focus on
boosting Yemeni military capabilities and
cooperation in this field. The US official an-
nounced the creation of an anti-drug section
in the US embassy to provide assistance to
Yemen’s security forces.

Thursday, 14 October, 2010  •  Issue No. 1407 • Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf • www.yementimes.com      Price 40 Yemeni Riyals

Inside:

Universal Rent a Car
Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

hertz-yemen@universalyemen.com

Think Smart... Turn to the
Road Experts

THE SLIMMEST WATCH IN THE UNIVERSE

عالم الساعات الجديد

16
Onion farming in Yemen - an unex-
ploited potential

Damascus Street (Hadda), Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Tel: 00967-1-418545/6/7/8 P.O. Box: 16183
Fax: 00967-1-1418549-418564
Website: www.shammrhotel.com
E-mail: info@shammrhotel.com, shammrhotel@hotmail.com

5
An honest vision for development

11
Around the world in
pictures

Diplomat: Terrorism in Yemen is a threat to the world

By: Ali Saeed

IBB, Oct. 11 – Mohammad Nu’man, 27,
in Al-Makhadr district, Ibb, and his fami-
ly were forced to leave their house due to
repeated earthquakes and torrential rains,
Mohammad told the Yemen Times.

Repeated earthquakes that started in
mid-September and continued for 20
days have displaced around 50 families,
the tribal leader Sheikh Salah Noman
Al-Wesabi, in Al-Tilal village of Al-
Makhadr district told the Yemen Times
on the telephone. An average of seven to
ten earthquakes per day shook the area
during the 20 days, according to the lo-
cal source.

One house was destroyed in Al-Tilal
village and parts of other houses were
cracked. Terrified citizens have camped
outside the village, according to Al-Wes-
abi.

“We were terrified that our cracked
houses may fall down on us as quakes
were continuing,” Mohammad said. He
added that he and his family were forced
to camp for ten days outside the village.

“We were cooking and doing all the
household chores in the open and only
sleeping in the tent as we had just one
tent,” he said.

The quakes have now stopped, but
people are still in panic fearing that they
might happen again. Locals in the village
complained that the local council and the
government did not take any action for
the catastrophe that displaced them from
their homes.

“We have contacted the local council
in the district and the government in the
governorate but there was no response,”
Mohammad said.

And even charitable organizations
have not yet done anything toward the
problem, according to Mohammad.

On the 20th of August, torrential rains
fell down on the area and continued for
more than one month. When the quakes
started, a spring erupted inside one of the
houses in the village, according to the lo-
cal source.

The family who saw water coming out
from the ground in their house was in
panic and moved out to camp, according
to the tribal leader.

The National Seismological Obser-
vatory Center in Dhamar reported to
Saba News agency that the light quakes
reached 3.5 on Richter scale.

Locals said that the center has placed
a device in their village to measure the
degree of the quakes.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Noman, professor of
water resources management in the Fac-

ulty of Engineering at the University of
Sana’a told the Yemen Times that it is
difficult to predict  any quake long ahead
of time.

“It is only possible to forecast the
quake with around ten minutes [warn-
ing] and that is a short time for people to
evacuate,” he said.

Similar quakes occurred around seven
years ago, but the amount of damage was
far less than this time, according to lo-
cals.

Mohammad requested that the govern-
ment take care of people in his area who
were victims of this catastrophe.

“A lot of people who were displaced
from their houses now want to return
home, but they have no money to fix
their cracked houses,” he said.
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Heavy rains and earthquakes
displace people in Ibb

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Oct. 13 – A first of its kind in
Yemen law proposal for health insurance
is still under discussion in Yemen’s par-
liament. The law was discussed for two
years in the parliament and provoked long
debates among parliamentarians especially
with regard to ‘a state monopoly’ of health
insurance.

The new law would provide all state em-
ployees with health insurance via a health
insurance authority, in exchange for 13 per-
cent of their salaries in a health insurance
tax. Parliamentarian Fuad Dahaba told the
Yemen Times that the government wanted
to impose health insurance on all private
and public sectors through a governmental
fund.  MPs refused this ‘monopoly’ by the
government and demanded amendments of
this item to be limited to only public em-
ployees, according to Dahaba.

“The law now compels employers in pri-
vate sectors to provide their employees with
health insurance, but they have the freedom
of choosing which insurer,” he said.

Dahaba criticized this fund describing it
as ‘a section for tax and corruption’.

At the moment, the state subsidizes 90
percent of health care services in state hos-
pitals for all Yemenis, including state em-
ployees. The health insurance law would be
the first of its kind since unification.

MP Mohammad Al-Asali, a member
of the ruling General Peoples’ Congress
(GPC), has contributed to the preparation
of this law proposal since 2008. He is in
favor of a health insurance law, but not with
a governmental authority in charge of col-
lecting the money for it.

“I’m against the state monopoly of ad-
ministration of health insurance in Yemen,”
he said. But he added that the parliament
continues to discuss some items of this
law and all members of thew parliament

are eager to pass this law with the proper
amendments.

Al-Asali said that the government must
provide all Yemenis with free health care
according to the constitution, and that the
parliament might amend the law to include
all Yemenis within the health insurance.

MP Mohammed Al-Salehi, a member of
the opposition Islah party who also attend-
ed the parliamentary discussion on the law
proposal on Saturday, severely criticized it,
especially with respect to the establishment
of a government-controlled fund.

“The government should give Yemenis
the freedom to choose insurers,” he said.
“This fund will extort employees and
takes taxes from them without giving good
health services.” The past experience of
Yemeni governmental funds has miserably
failed and this health insurance fund will

also be unsuccessful, according to Dr. Adel
Al-Emad, the head of a private company
specialized in health insurance.

Even if the government established this
fund, people would still have to pay bribes
to obtain health insurance like other gov-
ernmental services, according to Al-Emad.

He told the Yemen Times that the new
health insurance authority will need one
employee for every 500 insured, explain-
ing that the government should provide this
fund with 40,000 employees that would
cost the government money.

Yemen needs a governmental authority
to supervise the provision of health insur-
ance, but not to control the money for it, he
said. Foreign experts said that corruption,
lack of transparency, and not implementing
promises will lead to the failure of health in-
surance in Yemen, according to Al-Emad.

Health insurance provision
awaits parliament’s approval

Mohammad Nu’man, 27, in Al-Makhadr district, Ibb, camps with his family
in a green field after his house wall cracked because of earthquakes and tor-
rential rains. “We were terrified that our cracked houses may fall down on us
as,” Mohammad said.

Ahmed Ali Al-Sharhani, 42, suffers from water retention in his stomach. After ten
days of treatment in a public hospital, doctors told him that there was nothing
wrong with him and asked him to leave the hospital. If the new health insurance
law passes, all state employees will enjoy health insurance in exchange for 13 per-
cent of their salaries in a health insurance tax.
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By: Mohammed bin Sallam

& Noha Yazeed

For the Yemen Times

ADEN, Oct. 13 — Despite the blasts 
that reportedly killed three and in-
jured 19 at Al-Wihda football club in 
Aden on Monday, the government has 
said that the twentieth football Gulf 
Cup will be held this November as 
planned.

Seven of the culprits were caught 
within hours of the explosion. They 
were found carrying grenades and 
other explosives according to Aden’s 
governor.

“This coward act will not deter us 
from welcoming our guests. In fact 
it shows how prompt we are, and it 
also makes us more attentive in order 
to ensure the success of the champi-
onship,” said Adnan Al-Jafri, Aden’s 
governor.

So far 19 suspects have been arrest-
ed and investigations into the blasts 
are on-going.

Moreover, Aden security reported 
that it defused five timed-bombs hid-
den in plastic bags. Three were found 

near the club and two in the lane 
between Bilqees and 30 November 
schools in the same area of the club.

The incidents caused Aden authori-
ties to carry out strict security mea-
sures around all the sports facilities 
even those under construction.

Anxious locals said that there is a 
huge military presence in the city, who 
were searching everywhere and every-
one around any construction related to 
the championship.

In order to ensure stability during 
the tournament, the Ministry of Interi-
or will be assigning 30,000 policemen 
to ensure the championship events run 
smoothly.

Preparations going on schedule

Preparations, which included four five 
star hotels built exclusively to host 
around 800 VIP guests coming to Ye-
men next month for the occasion, are 
being finalized.

Many other hotels and residential 
buildings are also in their final stages 
in both Aden and Abyan, the host cit-
ies of the championship.

Khaliji-20 is the Gulf’s regional 

sports championship. This year it will 
be hosted by Yemen between Nov. 22 
and Dec. 5, 2010.

Yemen will be ready to welcome 
the championship with open arms, 
according to Khaled Zawqari, public 
relations manager at Youth and Sports 
Ministry.

The constructions are part of a larg-
er renovation program for the cities of 
Aden and Abyan to host the champi-
onship. The streets in Aden have be-
come cleaner and were expanded.

A new 6-lane inter-city highway be-
tween the host cities is underway and 
should also be finished by the end of 
the month, according to the head of 
the Youth and Sports Ministry Office 
in Aden.

Along with the two main stadiums 
-one in Aden and the other in Aby-
an- to host the championship, twenty 
smaller training arenas are also in 
their final stages of construction.

“The International 22 May Stadi-
ums in Aden and Abyan are almost 
ready. The Aden one can host up to 
27,000 spectators while the Abyan 
stadium can host up to 15,000,” said 

Zawqari.
According to Zawqari, the play-

ers and official delegations including 
ministers will start arriving on Nov. 
18, 2010.

Eager Yemeni fans

Yemenis are already eager and proud 
that Yemen will host this event.

As’ad Al-Gadasi, a student in 
Sana’a University said that he is wait-
ing for this big event, but still afraid 
of the unstable security in the country. 
He says that he will support the Qatari 
and Saudi teams, because according to 
him they are the strongest.

“For sure, I will travel to Aden to 
attend the championship, and I will 
cheer for Saudi Arabia team, especial-
ly players Yaser Al-Kahtani and Mo-
hammad Noor because they are my 
favorite players,” said Ali Al-Rada’ee 
also a student in Sana’a University. “I 
think the championship will be perfect 
because there will be enough security 
all over the stadium, as far as I’ve 
heard.”

Nasim Al-Saidi, a university gradu-
ate from Sana’a said that this event 

will benefit Yemen economically. She 
said that the visitors will see what a 
beautiful place Yemen is, so the num-
ber of tourists will increase.

“I will cheer for the Yemeni team 
because Yemeni people have to sup-
port their team - although I doubt that 
they will win.”

Despite terrorist attacks, Yemen readies for the Gulf Cup

The Unity Stadium in Aden can accommodate up to 27,000 people. It is the 

main field for the Khaliji-20 championship due next month. Despite concerns 
over security, the government has said that the championships will go ahead.

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Oct. 12 — In spite of the 
President’s pardon on May 21 to release 
all prisoners of political conscience and 
journalists, Hisham Bashraheel, the pub-
lisher and editor-in-chief of the banned 
Al-Ayyam independent daily newspaper 
went to trial on Sunday at the “State Se-
curity Court” in Aden.

Bashraheel, 66, was arrested in early 
January of this year when police and se-
curity personnel surrounded Al-Ayyam’s 
building after journalists and human 
rights activists organized a sit-in outside 
the banned daily’s offices, according to 
the latest report from the Committee to 
Protect Journalist (CPJ).

The report said that violence erupted 
during the sit-in where confrontations 
ended in violence as government forces 
used machine guns and rocket-propelled 
grenades against Al-Ayyam’s building.

Bashraheel, the paper’s editor-in-
chief, and his two sons, sports editor 
Hani and executive manager Moham-
mad, were arrested and detained for 
three to four months.

After his release, the 66-year-old 
Hisham faced a travel ban that prevented 
him from getting medical care outside 
Yemen for respiratory disease, diabetes, 
ulcers, and a heart condition. 

The government lifted the ban only 
after months of sustained local and inter-

national pressure, the report explained.
The January clashes outside the Al-

Ayyam building resulted in the killing of 
a policeman and a guard.

Now Bashraheel is accused in court of 
organizing an armed group and of mur-
dering one policeman and attempting to 
kill another, the Gulf Times quoted an 
official from Aden.

Al-Ayyam was one of eight closed 
newspapers shutdown in May 2009 over 
allegations of inciting separatism in the 
region amid unrest in the south.

Afra’a Hariri, a human rights activ-
ist and a lawyer in Aden told the Yemen 
Times that this trial and all other trials at 
the state security court are a farce.

She added that the president’s pardon 
itself was also a comedy as it was am-
biguous.

“The amnesty did not say which 
charges should be abolished and which 
should be referred to the court to be fi-
nalized,… it is just a political comedy” 
she said.

Hariri explained that Bashraheel’s 
problem is only a small part of the na-
tionwide crisis that is still on the rise.

“There is corruption everywhere, but 
in Yemen corruption is doubled with 
disrespect to humans and human rights 
violations,” she said.

Three attempts by the paper to re-
sume publishing in 2009 were met with 
wholesale confiscations by the govern-
ment, according to the CPJ.

Bashraheel told the CPJ that they were 
assured by government officials that no 
future issue of Al-Ayyam would be al-
lowed to circulate.

“The current situation for journalists 
in Yemen is bleak,” CPJ quoted Bashra-
heel, the methods used against Al-Ayyam 
were extraordinary, we were shut down 
by military force – but they are in line 
with what is happening to other journal-
ists in Yemen.”

Al-Ayyam was founded by the influ-
ential Bashraheel family in 1958 and has 
been run by its members over the five 
past decades. 

It was the only privately owned news-
paper to be distributed in all governor-
ates of Yemen.

It was once the country’s highest-cir-
culation publication, reaching more than 
70,000 readers. Al-Ayyam’s popularity 
stemmed in part from its willingness to 
cover sensitive issues such as corruption 
and the southern unrest.

 Despite President’s amnesty, editor

of Al-Ayamm newspaper on trial
By: Ismail Al-Ghabiri

SANA’A, Oct. 10 — Yemen cel-
ebrates World Post Day on Oct. 
9, after 136 years since the estab-
lishment of the Universal Postal 
Union.

Vice Director General for tech-
nical affairs of the Yemen Post 
Authority, Mr. Faiz Saif Abdu, 
said that this year the authority is 
reviewing its postal services on a 
national scale, and will take mea-
sures to compete with other postal 
service providers.

“Yemeni Post is the national 
postal service and is hence subsi-
dized, and provides citizens with 
other services such as saving ac-
counts, electricity, phone and water 
bill collection points. 

It is also the main channel through 
which pensions are paid. Neverthe-
less, we are always looking forward 
to finding ways whereby we distin-
guish ourselves from other service 
providers,” said Abdu.

He mentioned that the Yemen 
Post Authority, thanks to its vari-
ous financial and postal services, 
has competed well against many 
advanced countries postal servic-
es.

“Our mission is to create an 

electronic net-
work between 
the postal ser-
vice offices 
around the na-
tion in order 
to facilitate 
c o m m u n i c a -
tion between 
citizens, as 
well as be-
tween citizens 
and the gov-
ernment and 
private insti-
tutions,” he 
said.

The postal 
saving fund 
of the Post & 
Postal Savings 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
has declared a 
15 percent profit in 2009, estimat-
ed at YR 1.858 billion.

The director general of the cor-
poration, Abdu Ghanem, clarified 
at a press conference that the bal-
ances of depositors in the fund last 
year exceeded YR 19.798 billion. 
This is a YR 4 billion increase from 
2008.

He indicated that the number 
of depositing accounts during the 

same period reached 403,642, an 
increases of 45,558 accounts for 
the year 2008.

The Yemen Post Authority this 
year joined the global monitor-
ing system of the Postal Technol-
ogy Center in the Universal Postal 
Union. It is a system that allows 
distribution of mail in an accurate 
and fast manner by simulating the 
actual postal traffic between the 
participating countries.

 Yemen Post celebrates World

Post Day

By: UNICEF & Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Oct. 12 — Half a million 
children in Yemen, including IDPs 
and refugees, are being targeted by the 
Ministry of Education and UNICEF in 
collaboration with UNHCR, Save the 
Children, CHF and other development 
partners, in a major Back to School 
Campaign.

The campaign, based on the theme 
‘Together we can make the differ-
ence; Let us send every boy and girl to 
school,’ has a national reach but will 
specifically target the conflict-affected 
governorates of Saa’da, Amran and 
Hajjah.

In Yemen, more than a quarter of 
school-aged children (6-14yrs) are out 
of school. However, in Sa’ada, Hajjah 
and Amran the problem is worse, with 
the majority of school-aged children 
out of school as a result of the conflict. 

“These children have been deprived 
of education for too long because of 
the conflict,” said UNICEF Represen-
tative Geert Cappelaere. “We therefore 
welcome this campaign and the com-
mitment from both the government and 
the al-Houthis to ensure that all chil-
dren can go back to school.”

In Sana’a alone, many children drop 
out from school due to overcrowded 
classrooms. A recent report presented 

to the cabinet this week by the Minister 
of State and Capital Mayor Abdul-Rah-
man al-Akwa'a said that at least 4,271 
classrooms are needed in the capital 
city only. The new classrooms will 
ease the pressure on existing schools 
and encourage pupils to continue their 
education.

The report revealed that the rate 
of growth in the number of students, 
which reaches 55,000 students en-
rolled in the primary schools of the 
capital, and the non-expansion in es-
tablishing new schools are among the 
main reasons for this problem, as well 
as the internal migration from the vari-
ous provinces to the capital, unprec-
edented urbanization in the outskirts of 
the capital, and the lack of land or sites 
to create or build new schools in some 
districts.

According to the report, there are 
55,000 students enrolled in primary 
schools in the capital, with the average 
of density at 82 students per a class-
room.

In response to this report, the cabinet 
formed a committee to oversee con-
struction of 814 new classrooms each 
year of the five years to come totalling 
4,070 by the end of the project. The 
committee will also carry out measure 
to provide sufficient teachers for the 
new classrooms.

Around the country, overall chal-
lenges to education, especially for girls, 
include: poverty; low level of female 
literacy; cultural practices such as child 
marriage, which can lead to child/teen-
age pregnancy; cost of education being 
a burden on families; requirements for 
access, such as birth certificates; and 
preferences for boys over girls.

“As we count down to the MDGs of 
2015, we have fallen far short of our 
commitments and promises to the chil-
dren of this country,” Mr. Cappelaere 
said. “There is an urgent need for col-
lective and accelerated action to ensure 
that all children, especially girls, not 
only access but are also able to stay 
and complete basic quality education.”

The campaign is therefore geared 
towards mobilizing and sensitizing 
communities, especially parents, on 
the value of investing in children, high-
lighting the disparities, inequities and 
violations that continue to undermine 
learning, particularly amongst girls, 
and advocating for deepened com-
mitments by government and other 
stakeholders in addressing Universal 
Primary education.

Some highlights of the campaign in-
clude provision of over 50,000 school 
kits to most vulnerable children in the 
targeted governorates as well as other 
IDP and refugee settlements, provision 

of teaching and recreation materials to 
over 300 schools, and training of 1,200 
teachers. More than 300 banners and 
50,000 brochures highlighting the val-

ue of education have been printed and 
distributed in Arabic, Oromo, Somali 
and English. 

The government has also waived 

all access requirements to ensure that 
every boy and girl, especially the un-
reached and marginalized, can access 
school.

National education initiatives to increase school enrolment

Girls dancing at the launch of the Back to School national campaign on Monday Oct 11, 2010. The campaign will 

target 5000 children around the country. 
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Their News

Sana’a, 11th October 2010:  Half 
a million children in Yemen, in-
cluding IDPs and refugees, are 
being targeted by the Ministry of 
Education and UNICEF in col-
laboration with UNHCR, Save the 
Children, CHF and other develop-
ment partners, in a major Back to 
School Campaign. The campaign, 
based on the theme ‘Together we 
can make the difference; Let us 
send every boy and girl to school,’ 
has a national reach but will spe-
cifically target the conflict-affect-
ed governorates of Saa’da, Amran 
and Hajjah.

In Yemen, more than a quarter 
of school-aged children (6-14yrs) 
are out of school. However, in 
Sa’ada, Hajjah and Amran the 
problem is worse, with the major-
ity of school-aged children out of 
school as a result of the conflict.  

“These children have been de-
prived of education for too long 
because of the conflict,” said UNI-
CEF Representative Geert Cappe-
laere. “We therefore welcome this 
campaign and the commitment 
from both the government and the 
al-Houthis to ensure that all chil-
dren can go back to school.”

Around the country, overall 
challenges to education, especial-
ly for girls, include: poverty; low 
level of female literacy; cultural 
practices such as child marriage, 
which can lead to child/teenage 
pregnancy; cost of education be-
ing a burden on families; require-
ments for access, such as birth 
certificates; and preferences for 
boys over girls. 

“As we count down to the MDGs 
of 2015, we have fallen far short 
of our commitments and promises 
to the children of this country,” 
Mr. Cappelaere said. “There is 

an urgent need for collective and 
accelerated action to ensure that 
all children, especially girls, not 
only access but are also able to 
stay and complete basic quality 
education.”

The campaign is therefore 
geared towards mobilizing and 
sensitizing communities, espe-
cially parents, on the value of in-
vesting in children, highlighting 
the disparities, inequities and vio-
lations that continue to undermine 
learning, particularly amongst 
girls, and advocating for deepened 
commitments by government and 

other stakeholders in addressing 
Universal Primary education.

Some highlights of the cam-
paign include provision of over 
50,000 school kits to most vulner-
able children in the targeted gov-
ernorates as well as other IDP and 
refugee settlements, provision of 
teaching and recreation materials 
to over 300 schools, and training 
of 1,200 teachers. More than 300 
banners and 50,000 brochures 
highlighting the value of educa-
tion have been printed and dis-
tributed in Arabic, Oromo, Somali 
and English.  

The government has also waived 
all access requirements to ensure 
that every boy and girl, especially 
the unreached and marginalized, 
can access school. 

For further information, please 
contact: 
Mohamed Bile, Chief of Educa-
tion, UNICEF Yemen 
tel +967 712223015, email ma-
bile@unicef.org 
Zahra Sethna, Communication 
Specialist, UNICEF Yemen
tel +967 711684557, email zseth-
na@unicef.org

The U.S Agency for Internation-
al Development (USAID), has 
awarded a US$1.2 million grant 
to Mercy Corps to strengthen the 
voice and positive role of youth 
in communities of the southern 
Yemeni provinces.

In a press release posted on 
its website, the US embassy in 
Sana'a said on Wednesday that 
the U.S. government awarded the 
grant to implement a two-year 
program entitled Engaging Youth 
for a Stable Yemen. 

"The grant is the third in a se-
ries of youth-oriented conflict 
mitigation grants recently award-
ed by U.S. focusing on building 
positive relationships between 
youth and their communities and 
giving them a stake in a more 
positive future", it added.

This U.S. government's new-

est grant to Mercy Corps, an 
international non-governmental 
organization, and its partner, 
Youth Leadership Development 
Foundation, will focus on build-
ing trust and confidence between 
the youth and their communities 
in Aden and Lahj provinces.

This effort contributes to U.S. 
government overall efforts to re-
duce conflict and improve stabil-
ity in Yemen.

Saba
Italian supportive initiatives in 
coastguard, judiciary discussed
 Italy has two initiatives for sup-
porting coastguard and judiciary 
in Yemen, Italian diplomat said 
on Wednesday.

During his meeting with Min-
ister of Justice Ghazi Shaif al-
Aghbari, Italian ambassador to 

Yemen Alessandro Fallavollita 
affirmed the Italian real tendency 
in providing support for judicial 
and security field in order to 
achieve security and stability in 
Yemen.

The Italian diplomat affirmed 
his country's keenness to develop 
its bilateral relations with Ye-
men.

Al-Aghbari reviewed the pri-
orities support such as holding 
training courses for judges inside 
and outside the country.

He also talked about the need 
to develop the Yemeni courts 
performance as well as building 
a typical ones and expanding net-
working and information tech-
nology.

The Minister noted to the Ital-
ian government's role in strength-
ening justice and security within 

Yemen Friends' Group via pro-
moting coastguards capability 
and supporting judiciary.

He talked about support pri-
orities to be offered by Italy for 
Yemen within Yemen Friends' 
Group.

The two officials ended up 
their meeting an agreement of 
presenting the priorities of judi-
cial reforms by the Ministry to be 
carried out by the Italian side to 
prop up Yemen's judiciary.

 
JICA to expand educational 
project implementation
Minister of Education Abdul-
Salam al-Jawfi met on Tuesday 
with experts head of Expand-
ing Local Choices Project in the 
Project of Encouraging Girls' Ed-
ucation of the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed a number of issues related 
to the project implementation. 

The two sides reviewed the 
project steps during its 2nd phase 
of implementation represented by 
finalization of the unified guide-
book for school comprehensive 
development and training the 
executive team of the Ministry 
of Education as well as training 
Dhamar governorate's team as a 
test. 

They also shed light on reliable 
means for the sustainability and 
continuity of the project after the 
JICA support is ended through 
the government gradual increase 
of its activities. 

The minister affirmed the 
importance of applying this 
guidebook in cooperation with 
development partners in all gov-

ernorates in order to contribute to 
realizing education quality. 

Jordan voices readiness to sup-
port judicial reforms in Yemen
Jordan voiced Wednesday readi-
ness to present all experiences to 
support judicial reforms in Ye-
men. 

During his meeting with Jus-
tice Minister Ghazi al-Aghbari, 
the Jordanian ambassador to Ye-
men Ahmed Jaradat briefed the 
minister on the arrangements for 
the Riyadh meeting of Yemen's 
Friends Group.

The meeting also reviewed the 
required arrangements to bring 
three Jordanian professors in ar-
eas of constitutional, administra-
tional and penal laws in addition 
to two experts to evaluate judicial 
reforms and computer systems.

Going Beyond Barriers to Reach the Unreached

500,000 children targeted in Back to School Campaign

US provides US$1.2 mln to support Yemen youth
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Stories from Real Life

By: Nawal Zaid
For the Yemen Times

She became addict-
ed and lost every-
thing

Hadheya Ali Ahmad 
was 50. She was mar-
ried and had eight 
children. She was a 
housewife. Hadheya 

started chewing a small amount of qat 
a long time ago. 
Her husband gave her a little qat eve-
ry day and she chewed it with a pipe 
from two till seven.

After finishing chewing qat, she 
used to do all the housework. Then 
she smoked a pipe and checked on 
her children, before sleeping until 
nine in the morning. 

At the beginning of her qat addic-
tion, she prepared food for her chil-
dren and her husband.

When her husband died, she was 
struck by grief. Her loss made her 
chew large quantities of qat to forget 
her sadness. 

She lived in her dreams and imagi-
nation, escaping reality and grieving 
for the death of her husband.

Over time she increased the quan-

tity of qat and started to go to the 
market herself to buy it. She used to 
take money from the house expenses. 
Every day she spent YR 1,000 or YR 
2,000 or even more on qat.

Her sons advised her not to buy so 
much qat but unfortunately, she pre-
ferred qat to her food. She remained 
addicted to qat for many years to the 
point of selling her furniture cheap to 
buy more.

She entered into debt with qat sell-
ers without feeling any shame. Then, 
with nothing left in her house to sell, 
she started to sell her clothes for qat.

When she fell ill and had to be 
treated in hospital, her relatives had 
to pay for her medication and food.

When she got out of hospital, she 
remained on medication for a long 
time until she died.

 

Her health was de-
stroyed by qat

Sayida Mohammad Ali is 
45 and married with three 
sons and three daughters. 
She is uneducated and a 
housewife. Sayida lives in 

her house with her sons and husband. 
Her daughters are all married.

Sayida gets up in the afternoon and 
orders her sons to go to the market to 
buy qat for her. 

She pays YR 2,000 or YR 3,000 a 
day for qat. While her husband goes 
to a restaurant to buy food, her sons 
do the housework, clean the house, 
and wash their clothes.

After lunch, Sayida prepares to go 
to women qat sessions or weddings. 
Dressing well, she takes her qat with 
her and only returns at 11 p.m. When 
she comes back, she feels active and 
searches her house for work to do. 
She cleans the kitchen and all corners 
of the house. 

She continues to work till morning 
prayers and then drops the qat from 
her mouth, drinks tea, prays and goes 
to bed.

As usual she gets up at 1 p.m. Once 
she gets up, if she cannot find one of 
her children to buy qat for her, she 
goes to the market and buys it herself. 
The qat sellers know her. Sometimes 
she calls on of her daughter to come 
home and prepare lunch and some-
times her sons cook.

Sayida could not stop chewing qat 
and smoking the water pipe, and as 
a consequence she suffered a stroke 
and was hospitalized. 

She remained in hospital for a 
month and then returned to her house 
with the medicine the doctors had 
prescribed. The doctors advised her 
to stop chewing qat and smoking.

But after she recovered, she re-
turned to qat and smoking. She did 
not pay attention to the doctors’ ad-
vice, nor take her medicine properly 
and her health deteriorated further.

She neglects her 
own children for 
qat

Hasna Abdul-Majid is 
30. She is widowed 
and has five children. 
She is a housewife. 
In the beginning, Ha-

sna did not chew qat, but took up the 
habit after attending some women qat 
chewing sessions.

She became addicted and started 
neglecting her children, her house 
and her husband. 

She even forgot herself and did 
not take care of her shape. What was 
more important to her was to go to 
qat sessions and chew until nine p.m., 
leaving her house and children with-
out asking about them. 

Her house became a hotel, to which 
she only returned only during the 
night to sleep.

Hasna now sleeps at 4 a.m. and gets 
up at 1 p.m., leaving all the house-
work to her daughter Shaima who is 
still only 14. 

Shaima takes care of her brothers 
and cooks their food. She even takes 
care of her baby brother, though she 
cannot treat him properly and keep 
him calm.

This work means that Shaima can-
not do her homework. She goes to 
school in the afternoon exhausted 
from all the housework. 

Her teachers scold her for not do-
ing her homework and not being at-
tentive in class. She does not even 
understand the lessons in the class-
room.

When the 14-year-old returns home 
after school to more housework, she 
finds her brothers playing in the street 

instead of doing their homework, and 
her little brother with the neighbors 
crying for a mother’s kindness. Shai-
ma does not understand what to do 
with the baby and cries to ease her 
suffering.

When her mother comes back home 
she never checks on her children be-
cause she is still under the influence 
of great quantities of qat.

Upon seeing its mother, the baby 
cries seeking her breast. But his 
mother suckles him for only ten min-
utes or less, if she can do this, and 
leaves him to his sister Shaima and 
the nursing bottle.

The nursing bottle is not clean 
and causes the child severe stomach 
aches and other diseases. The baby is 
very weak. 

The other three children get up 
early and find nothing to eat. The go 
to their schools without eating, with 
dirty clothes and with their home-
work undone.

All these problems and neglect are 
because of the careless mother whose 
only concern is chewing qat with oth-
er women. As the husband is dead, 
the children are the victims.

The effects of chewing qat on women’s lives

By: Tom Finn

Taha Mothana, 22, from 
Sana’a, is as laid back 
as they come but when 
he’s talking about Ayoon 
Shabah something stirs 

him - his eyes light up.     
“A desire to change embodied by 

an honest vision, that’s our protocol,” 
he says. 

I’m sitting in a small coffee shop 
in old Sana’a with Taha as he talks 
me through the story of the Ayoon 
Shabah initiative.  

Dissatisfied by other volunteering 
organizations in Yemen - those seek-
ing only ‘funding or fame’ - Taha de-
cided he would take matters into his 
own hands. 

Ayoon Shabah or ‘the youth’s 
eyes’ started in 2008 with Taha and 
his friend handing out bags of dates 
on the streets on Sana’a to those in 
need during Ramadan. Today it’s a 
volunteering initiative with six offi-
cial coordinators, over 500 members, 
its own website ayoon-shabah.org 
and sister organizations in Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. 

“We used to call it a family but now 
with nearly 500 members we’re more 
like a nation!” Taha jokes. 

But for Taha, what’s special about 
Ayoon Shabah is not its size but its 
motto.   

“The initial idea was to set up a vol-
unteering group whose aim was the 
development of youth in our society. 

We have stuck with that vision.” 

Youth vision
“We all see the community, old and 
young, but the young see it positively, 
we look to the needs of the commu-
nity through youth vision,” Taha tells 
me as he sips his coffee.

A unique and defining feature of 
Ayoon Shabah is its youth aspect. If 
you attend one of its regular meet-
ings, you’ll find children as young as 
twelve not just attending but actively 
participating and voicing their opin-
ions in discussion.   

“We invite kids to the main meet-
ings and we listen to their opinions 
over the adults - we have the feeling 
of a family.”

“We believe that by sticking to our 
identity as youth we can be the change 
in our community and that is why we 
focus on volunteering with kids. We 
want them to be leaders of change in 
the future.”

An initiative not a charity
Wary of the hierarchy and formalities 
that often go hand in hand with offi-
cial charity work, Taha decided that, 
whatever its size, the Ayoon Shabah 
initiative was going to remain just 
that. For the same reason they did 
not seek support from a government 
ministry. 

“We’re an initiative, a scheme, an 
idea even, but we’ll never be a formal 
charity.” 

He maintains that while he is a 

founder of Ayoon Shabah, he will 
never be its boss. Responsibility for 
organizing the group’s activities is 
shared equally between six coordina-
tors who help divide the “big family 
into smaller families.” 

“We’re not interested in formali-
ties so we keep them to a minimum. 
We have complete freedom of move-
ment.”

Taha is not worried about his initia-
tive being seen as novice or amateur, 
in fact it’s something he embraces. 

“We don’t want professionals, we 
want amateurs!”

As well as working with less privi-
leged groups in society, an important 
priority for Ayoon Shabah is develop-
ing the skills of those working inside 
the initiative, most of whom are com-
pletely fresh to the concept of volun-
teering. 

“They have never done this sort of 
thing before. These guys get some-
thing from nothing…” 

‘Our iftar is their iftar’
Ayoon Shabah’s activities range from 
everything from planting trees in the 
Saba’een Park in Sana’a in celebra-
tion of World Youth Day to enlighten-
ing Imams and clerics about the H1 
N1 virus in an activity called ‘Preven-
tion is better than cure.’ 

A year after their first volunteering 
activity in Ramadan 2008, Taha and 
his friends were at it again. This time 
launching a new campaign called our 
‘Our Iftar is their Iftar,’ where mem-

bers dedicated the last ten days of Ra-
madan to distributing food to fasting 
Muslims in Al-Sunayna, a deprived 
neighborhood in Sana’a. Before dis-
tributing the food, members visited 
the area and talked with local inhabit-
ants to get an accurate idea about who 
was most in need of their charity.  

“It turned me from a shy person 
into an active citizen, someone who 
could be involved in society and 
participate with different levels of 
Yemeni society,” Sofie Moh’d, one 
of Ayoon Shabah’s coordinators, told 
the Yemen Times. 

‘Working with, not for them’
In February 2010, members of Ayoon 
Shabah volunteered in the Special Ol-
ympics - an international organization 
that holds competitions worldwide 
for people who have intellectual dis-
abilities. The Special Olympics motto 
is «Let me win. But if I cannot win, 
let me be brave in the attempt.”

According to Taha, this was a great 
opportunity to work with people with 
special needs instead of always for 
them.

“These guys get a lot from above: 
from their teachers, parents, friends 
but the Special Olympics give them 
a chance to take on responsibility, a 
task to do themselves. Some of the 
participants are now volunteers for 
Ayoon Shabah.” 

Ayoon Shabah has organized other 
similar events. A «Sports Marathon 
For All” was held in Sana’a on March 

21, sponsored by Special Olympics 
Yemen and The Ministry Of Youth 
and Sports. Members also participat-
ed in breaking a world record for the 
‘The world’s Longest Toilet Queue,’ 
sponsored by Yemen Times and GTZ, 
to raise awareness for the event.

“Ayoon Shabah used to volunteer 
as an organizing unit in the Special 
Olympics, now we are about to be-
come partners with them, we’re de-
lighted,” said Taha.

At the beginning of 2010, the 
Ayoon Shabah initiative was honored 
by the Child Care organization as one 

of the most prominent youth initia-
tives of 2009 for their involvement in 
youth development.

An honest vision for development

Taha collects a reward on behalf on the Ayoon Shabah initiative from the 
Child Care organisation for being one of the most prominent youth initiatives 
of 2009.

Members of Ayoon Shabah raising funds for Yemeni orphans. Participants at the “Sports Marathon For All” in Sana’a, organised by Ayoon 
Shabah for children with special needs.

Taha Mothana (in red) and fellow members of Ayoon Shabah at a blood do-
nation activity.

If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing, check out the initiative’s Fa-
cebook page:  
http://www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=107999949933

4U
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By: Ismail Sheikh Abdoh

For the Yemen Times

A coffee grinding ma-
chine whirs in the back 
of Thakir Al-Wajeeh’s 
spice shop in Sana’a. 
The rich aroma of 

freshly roasted coffee fills the air.
Nothing tastes better than Yemeni 

coffee, he says, but these days there 

isn’t enough of it for Yemeni consum-
ers. To fill in the gap in supply, one of 
the world’s most ancient producers of 
coffee is importing the bean for Brazil 
and Ethiopia for local consumption.

Customers ask Al-Wajeeh for 
around 100 kilos of Yemeni coffee a 
day, and when he runs out of the pre-
ferred Yemeni kind he has to sell Bra-
zilian and Ethiopian coffee instead.

“We import Brazilian and Ethio-

pian coffee to meet the increasing 
demand for coffee,” said Mohammad 
Ameen, who works at the warehouse 
that supplies Al-Wajeeh’s shop.

Coffee vendors complain that not 
only is Yemeni coffee not available 
in high enough quantity for the local 
consumer after exports, but that it is 
also too expensive compared to for-
eign imported coffee.

Abubakr Al-Banna, another coffee 

seller, said that despite increased de-
mand for Yemeni coffee, he can’t af-
ford to buy it for his customers.

But some customers refuse to drink 
foreign coffee.

Amat Al-Malik, 50, buys a kilo of 
Yemeni coffee every four days de-
spite its high price, because it is the 
best.

“This is something I cannot go 
through the day without,” she told the 
Yemen Times, pointing to a bag of 
Yemeni coffee beans on the shelf at 
Al-Wajeeh’s shop.

Yemen produced around 18,000 
tons last year, and exported 5,867 
tons, according to Sameer Al-Otmi, 
manager of coffee department in the 
Ministry of Agriculture.

As Yemenis consume over 16,000 
tons of coffee annually, the state has 
to compensate for the gap in supply 
– around four tons a year - by import-
ing Brazilian, Ethiopian, and Kenyan 
coffee.

Since Yemen started the negotia-
tions to join World Trade Organiza-
tion, the Yemeni market has been 
flooded with other kinds of coffee 
which is cheaper, Salwa Moham-
mad Al-Haimy, a member of Yemeni 
Beans Association, told the Yemen 
Times. Each consumer then buys the 
kind that he can afford.

“If coffee imports keep up at this 
rate, soon there will be no more cof-
fee plantations in Yemen,” she said.

Yemeni coffee costs more than the 
foreign variety because there are so 
many middle men between the cof-
fee producer and the shop keeper in 
Yemen.

Extreme heat linked to global 
warming can also affect the price of 
Yemeni coffee. When extreme tem-
peratures kill the coffee tree, planta-
tion costs go up and this is reflected 
in the product’s final price.

Coffee producers also sometimes 
replace their trees with qat because it 
is more resilient, she said.

Importing coffee to coffee land

Arabica coffee cherries from Taiz where 20 percent of the country’s coffee production comes from.

Haraz mountain were Yemeni farmers kept the tradition of growing coffee 

trees on mountain terraces as high as 2000 meters above sea level.production 

comes from.

SM
EP
S



High taxes help to build an effective 
state. That many Middle Eastern coun-
tries don’t have them tells us much

By: Brian Whitaker
guardian.co.uk

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
conjures up many images, but 
“tax haven” may not be one 
that immediately springs to 
mind.

The other day I was chatting with an Ira-
nian friend who has just moved to Britain 
and had his first encounter with the British 
tax system. He was wondering: “Do I really 
have to pay?”

Back in Tehran, they have a kind of 
council tax, though my friend’s family, in 
common with many others, hasn’t paid it 
for years and the authorities haven’t seri-
ously tried to collect it, either.

Last month, Tehran’s grand bazaar went 
on strike in protest at government plans to 
increase taxes there. But it’s not just the 
money: the merchants don’t fully accept 
the idea of letting inspectors pry into their 
accounts.

In Yemen, too – where there is a perma-
nent economic crisis – the government is 
battling to enforce a sales tax in the face of 
fierce resistance. Currently, Yemeni busi-
nesses cough up only about 20% of what 
they are supposed to pay.

Low taxes, and the erratic collection of 
them, are common features of life in most 
of the Middle East. Among the Arab oil 
producers, for example, taxation accounted 
for only 5% of gross domestic product in 
2002, rising to 17% in the non-oil countries 
– which is still very low compared with 
Germany (39%), Italy (41%) and Britain 
(37%).

The main reason, of course, is that many 
of them are rentier economies where the 
government has sources of income other 
than taxes. Oil is the classic example but 
there are others: Egypt benefits in a simi-
lar way from the Suez canal and several of 
the poorer Arab countries receive substan-
tial rent in the form of foreign aid. Over-
all, slightly less than 20% of Arab govern-
ments’ revenue comes from taxes.

Taxation is an often-overlooked factor in 
the internal politics of the Middle East: it 
helps to explain why undemocratic regimes 
stay in power for so long. Governments that 
have substantial non-tax income can buy 

themselves out of trouble by showering 
largesse on the population, often keeping 
prices low through subsidies (as happens 
in Iran).

Taxes are never popular, and the higher 
the taxes are the more likely it is that people 
will demand a say in how the money is 
spent. It was the cry of “no taxation without 
representation” that spurred the American 
revolution in the 18th century, and a quarrel 
between King Charles I and his parliament 
over tax that helped to trigger the English 
revolution in the 17th century.

As a rule of thumb, high taxes can act 
as a spur towards democracy and account-
able government. Conversely, where taxes 
are low the pressure for democracy and ac-
countability is usually less.

The type of taxes also affects pressure for 
accountability. In general, Middle Eastern 
governments rely heavily on indirect taxes 
– goods, services and customs duties – rath-
er than the more politically sensitive direct 
taxes. In 2006, for instance, direct taxes ac-
counted for less than 6% of Arab govern-
ments’ revenues. A UN report noted:

“This type of tax structure also mini-
mises the opportunity for citizens to protest 
against their government. Direct taxes, in 
particular income tax, are viewed as the 
category of tax that gives citizens most 
proof that they are contributing to the public 
purse. “In Arab countries, the majority of 
tax receipts are derived from indirect sales 
and customs taxes hidden in the price … 
These types of tax typically conceal the di-
rect link between tax payments and funding 
of the public purse, thus weakening public 
pressure for accountability.”

But taxes are not just about raising mon-
ey. The kind of tax system a country has 
tells us a lot about the relationship between 
the people and the state.

As the World Bank pointed out last year:
• Raising taxes efficiently requires politi-

cal effort to secure taxpayer consent.
• Raising taxes effectively requires the 

development of a competent bureaucracy.
• Raising taxes equitably requires politi-

cal concern for the fair and equal treatment 
of citizens by the state.

“Taxation,” the report continued, “is at 
the centre of good governance and state-
building. The perceived fairness of the tax 
system is crucial to building an effective 
state based on citizens’ consent. Willing-
ness to pay taxes is a good indicator of the 
legitimacy of the state.”

By: Eliott C. McLaughlin
CNN’s 

Mohammed al-Maqaleh 
told the Committee to 
Protect Journalists the 
government denied it 
had him in custody for 

five months, and now, he doesn’t know if 
charges are still pending.

His crime, if it is one, was reporting on 
airstrikes that killed dozens of people in the 
Yemeni government’s ongoing war with 
Houthi rebels in the north. Al-Maqaleh, the 
editor of the Aleshteraki website, who was 
released early this year after being targeted 
in a government-sponsored abduction, was 
one of 30 journalists, analysts and attorneys 
the CPJ spoke to during a nine-day trip to 
Yemen.

Al-Maqaleh’s story is included in a 
damning special report headlined “In Ye-
men, brutal repression cloaked in law,” 
which outlines how Yemen in the last two 
years has combined “extrajudicial abduc-
tions, intimidation, threats and crude cen-
sorship” with a quietly constructed legal ap-
paratus to harshly dissuade negative media 
coverage.

Yemen, which the CPJ says did not re-
spond to multiple requests for interviews, 
released a denial Friday on its state-run 
Saba news site, calling the allegations “in-
correct and distorted.”

Saba, perhaps tellingly, quoted only 

an anonymous government source, who 
said the report’s author, Mohamed Abdel 
Dayem, met with “malevolent” opposition 
figures who provided him with false infor-
mation.

“Today in Yemen there are more than 
160 press publications and dozens of media 
websites and blogs which work within the 
framework of democracy and freedom of 
opinion and expression and the practice of 
criticism, which sometimes exceed all lim-
its,” the source told Saba.

Al-Maqaleh’s story, however, was one of 
many in the special report.

Salah al-Sadiqi, editor in chief of the 
Gulf Aden website, was detained for a year 
without trial for “harming national unity.” 
Munir Mawari, a contributor to the weekly 
Al-Masdar, was sentenced in absentia for 
describing President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s 
leadership style as a “weapon of mass de-
struction.” The U.S.-based reporter also 
faces a lifetime ban on practicing journal-
ism in Yemen.

The most disturbing CPJ example of 
Yemen silencing media is Al-Ayyam, an 
independent daily that’s been in business 
since 1958. The walls of its Aden offices 
are scarred by bullets, the CPJ reported, and 
in May 2009, government agents blockaded 
the offices so staffers could not get to work 
and twice confiscated newspapers, 66,500 
of them.

“It marked the beginning of a crude pub-
lishing ban that remains in effect today,” 

the CPJ reported. “The government siege 
of the compound … lasted another two 
weeks, ending only after a firefight between 
government forces and the paper’s guards 
left one passerby dead and two guards in-
jured.”

The government has fired machine guns 
and rocket-propelled grenades at the office; 
charged employees with “instigating sepa-
ratism” and “forming an armed gang”; and 
arrested the paper’s editors, holding them 
for months.

The creation of a special court last year 
to try press offenses promises to worsen 
matters, journalists and lawyers told the 
CPJ. Mawari’s lifetime ban marked the 
press court’s first of about 100 rulings in the 
last year, and the court also handled a case 
against Al-Masdar Editor Samir Jubran, 
who was banned from managing a newspa-
per for a year.

Several journalists told the CPJ the sen-
tences have sent a strong message to the 
nation’s press corps, and journalists with 
pending charges said they keep low profiles 
in hopes their cases will be dismissed.

Among the laws targeting journalists are 
bans on denigrating religious sects, “creat-
ing fear among the people,” “harming the 
public good” and insulting the president, 
which is punishable by up to two years in 
prison.

Lawmakers are seeking stricter press 
restrictions, including increasing the maxi-
mum prison time for insulting the president 

to five years, expanding the definition of 
insult to anything that is “unbefitting or in-
vites sarcasm, mockery, slander or injury” 
and erecting “prohibitive financial barriers 
for broadcast and online news outlets,” the 
CPJ said.

These would be in addition to Yemen’s 
unwritten “red lines” prohibiting coverage 
of the war with Houthi rebels, the repres-
sion of the opposition Southern Movement, 
failure to contain al Qaeda and widespread 
corruption, the watchdog reported.

“Taken together, the government’s long-
standing practice of violent repression and 
its new legalistic tactics are creating the 
worst climate for press freedom since the 
country’s unification in 1990, CPJ’s exami-
nation has found.”
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New media restrictions, erected under 
the cover of state security, will snuff out 
what little remains of press freedom in 
Yemen
  
By: Mohamed Abdel Dayem
guardian.co.uk
  

“In Yemen, you conceal your 
identity as a journalist. 
Your journalism ID is a li-
ability, not an asset. It turns 
you into a target.” Those 

were among the first words that journalist 
Abdulelah Hider Shaea said to me as we 
sipped tea on a breezy Friday afternoon in 
July in the capital, Sana’a.

Shaea works for the official Saba news 
agency and is a frequent commentator on 
Islamist groups. Those ominous words 
reverberated in my ears when, less than a 
handful of days later, I heard that Shaea 
had been snatched off a busy street by 
armed men in civilian clothing and taken 
to an unknown location.

When I met with him just a few hours 
after his release, Shaea told of unidentified 
security personnel who wanted “to fright-
en and silence” him, adding that he would 
not be dissuaded from continuing his work 
as a journalist.

In mid-August, agents of the national 
security apparatus took Shaea again, this 
time holding him incommunicado for an 
entire month before referring him to a 
prosecutor. At the time of writing, Shaea 
had just been charged with “providing as-
sistance” to al-Qaida. The evidence: noth-

ing more than his publicly available news 
and analysis. He made his first appearance 
at the government’s special “press court”, 
an extraordinary tribunal the constitution-
ality of which has been challenged by 
numerous journalists and lawyers, which 
extended his detention for 30 days.

His colleagues told the Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) that Shaea ap-
peared to be in poor physical shape and 
that be bore numerous bruises across his 
body and had lost a tooth.

Shaea’s commentary on the ineffective-
ness of the government’s counterterrorism 
strategy and his exclusive interviews with 
high-ranking al-Qaida leaders make the 
government look bad. And that’s unfor-
tunately all it takes for a journalist in Ye-
men to find himself in the government’s 
crosshairs – literally.

The Yemeni authorities have long used 
counterterrorism as a cover to silence real 
and perceived opponents, including criti-
cal journalists. But following the failed 
attempt to blow up a US-bound commer-
cial airliner in December – a plan alleg-
edly hatched in Yemen, the country and 
its years-long confrontation with al-Qaida 
and other extremist elements has gained a 
new-found audience, especially in western 
media and policy circles.

The Yemeni government did not pass 
up the opportunity to aggressively pursue 
its critics, while western governments fo-
cused almost single-mindedly on counter-
terrorism. “The west and particularly the 
United States are all eyes on terrorism, 
while the government is taking advantage 

of this situation,” Jamal Amer, a 2006 CPJ 
international press freedom award winner 
and editor of the weekly al-Wasat, told 
CPJ earlier this year.

Shaea’s case is not unique; CPJ has 
documented dozens of extralegal abduc-
tions, politicised trials, illegal confisca-
tions, writing bans, and censorship over 
the years. What’s particularly alarming is 
a recent legislative push to erect an elabo-
rate legal facade to obscure repressive 
tactics.

Pending in parliament are proposals to 
amend the penal code and the Press and 
Publication Law, as well as a repressive 
bill designed to regulate television, radio 
and online media. If passed, these changes 
would significantly reduce an already nar-
row margin for free expression.

Today, CPJ released a report detailing 
how the government hopes to combine 
its violent tactics with a new legal veneer 
and the cover of counterterrorism and state 
security to snuff out what little remains of 
press freedom in Yemen. This conver-
gence is creating the worst climate for 
press freedom since the country’s unifica-
tion in 1990, the report concludes.

Rights lawyer Mohammed al-Mekhlafi, 
who also sits on the board of the Yemen 
Observatory for Human Rights, likens the 
government’s effort to erect a restrictive 
legal structure to the imposition of an “all-
encompassing trusteeship over news me-
dia”. The government’s longstanding re-
cord of violent repression of critical news 
and commentary provides a strong indica-
tion of what kind of trustee it would be.

The international community’s ca-
pacity to cope with the world’s hu-
manitarian crises is crippled by an 
ever-widening funding gap

Mark Leon Goldberg
guardian.co.uk

Has the international com-
munity been too slow 
to respond to Pakistan’s 
epic floods? 

Judging by the num-
bers, it would appear so. To date, relief 
agencies have only received about two 
thirds of the $459.7m the UN calculat-
ed was required for the initial response 
to the worst natural disaster in recent 
history.

Yet, compared to other ongoing hu-
manitarian crises around the world, this 
can be considered quite a robust effort. 
Excluding Pakistan, the United Nations 
is currently overseeing funding ap-
peals for 17 distinct humanitarian cri-
ses. Only six of these emergencies are 
funded above half of what the United 
Nations says is required for relief ef-
forts. Haiti, despite all of the attention, 
has only received 70% of its $1.4bn ap-
peal. No appeal has received more than 
75% of funds requested.

When a flood, hurricane or drought 

strikes a poor country, the world looks 
to wealthier countries to fund an emer-
gency relief effort led by UN agencies 
and international non-governmental or-
ganisations. Between the floods in Pak-
istan, the Haiti earthquake and these 16 
other current crises, the international 
system for responding to humanitar-
ian emergencies has reached the limit 
of what it can accomplish by depend-
ing on the generosity and goodwill of 
wealthy countries.

This is deeply problematic for the 
humanitarian organisations to which 
the world turns when people are sud-
denly uprooted by conflict or natural 
disaster. UN agencies like the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and Unicef 
are funded entirely through voluntary 
contributions. They set a budget for 
their regular programmes based on the 
money they are able to raise, mostly 
from governments. When an unfore-
seen disaster strikes, these agencies 
must go back to the same donors, hat 
in hand.

Sometimes, donors are relatively 
forthcoming – as they were with Haiti 
and now, with Pakistan. Increasingly, 
though, the aid just runs dry.

Earlier this year in Yemen, the WFP 
was forced to cut food rations in half 
for 250,000 internally displaced people 

because it could not raise $24m for its 
programme there (even as the Pentagon 
approved a $150m aid package for the 
Yemeni military to fight terrorism). In 
Chad and Niger, the combination of 
poor harvest and flash flooding has put 
8 million people at risk of starving to 
death this summer. A shortage of fund-
ing, though, means that the WFP had 
to scale back an $87m plan to feed this 
population, and instead focus only on 
children under two years old. There is 
simply not enough money to feed every 
three year old who requires food assis-
tance.

This miserly response extends to 
man-made disasters as well. In January, 
the UN office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs released a $367m 
plan to help shelter, feed, school and in-
oculate 3 million Iraqi refugees and in-
ternally displaced people. That appeal 
fell on deaf ears.  So far, only $65m, or 
18 % of the total, has been received by 
aid agencies on the ground, of which the 
United States has contributed $17m.

When the funding is there, agencies 
like Unicef, the World Health Organi-
sation and the WFP, and international 
non-governmental organisations like 
the International Federation of the Red 
Cross/Crescent, have a good track re-
cord of delivering aid, emergency shel-

ter and health services to even the hard-
est to reach places. The international 
community has also set up a mecha-
nism, known as the Central Emergency 
Response Fund, through which donors 
can pledge non-earmarked dollars for 
underfunded appeals. 

Still, a $4bn funding gap remains 
between what is required to fund emer-
gency relief efforts around the world 
and what has so far been paid. That is 
a significant sum. Spread across many 
governments, it need not be a large 
budgetary outlay for any single donor 
– presently, though, the funds and po-
litical will required to fill this gap are 
non-existent.

Crises requiring emergency humani-
tarian relief will only get worse in fu-
ture as the frequency and intensity of 
extreme weather events increases as a 
consequence of climate change. So far, 
our international system has failed to 
respond adequately to the current spate 
of crises – let alone a potentially more 
calamitous event.

Unless the international community 
comes up with new methods of financ-
ing emergency humanitarian relief, 
we can expect an ever-widening gap 
between the scale of disasters and our 
ability to fulfil basic human needs in 
times of crisis.

Yemen’s veneer of legality

A calamity for disaster relief Why taxes are low
in the Middle East

Watchdog: Yemen’s press
repression ‘cloaked in law’
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SUBIC(PHILIPPINES), Oct. 12, 2010 (Xinhua) --  A tourist looks at the USS 
destroyer Halsey (docked) and USS Essex at the Alava pier of Subic Bay, a 
former U.S. naval base in northern Philippines, Oct. 12, 2010, for the start of the 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness And Training. (Xinhua/Anthony Bayarong) (ypf)

MANILA, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xinhua) -- Philippine President Benigno Aquino III (C, 
Back) addresses a press conference at the Malacanan Palace in Manila, capital of 
the Philippines, on Oct. 11, 2010. Philippine President Benigno Aquino III has 
recommended the filing of administrative charges against four police officials for 
“gross incompetence and serious neglect of duty” that led to the killing of eight 
Hong Kong tourists in a hostage crisis. (Xinhua/Rouelle Umali) (lr)

CALCUTTA, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xinhua) -- Idols of Goddess Durga are trans-
ported by boat for the upcoming Durga Puja Festival in Calcutta, capital of 
eastern Indian state West Bengal, October 10, 2010. Indians are preparing 
for the upcoming Durga Puja festival which falls on Oct. 14. Goddess Durga 
symbolizing power and the triumph of good over evil in Hindu mythology. 
(Xinhua/Tumpa Mondal) (lyi) NEW YORK, October, 11, 2010 (Xinhua)-- Music bands parade along the 5th 

Avenue in Manhattan, New York, the United States, Oct. 11, 2010 to celebrate 
the annual Columbus Day. (Xinhua/Shen Hong)

BEIJING, Oct. 12, 2010 (Xinhua) -- Torchbearer Tang Mengxiong (L) passes 
flame to next torchbearer Qiu Ling during the inaugurating ceremony for torch 
relay of 2010 Guangzhou Asian Games held at the Temple of Heaven in Bei-
jing, capital of China, Oct. 12, 2010. (Xinhua/Liu Dawei)

SAN JOSE (CHILE), Oct. 12, 2010 (Xinhua) -- Two journalists work near the 
San Jose copper mine in the Atacama Desert, Chile Oct. 10, 2010. The opera-
tion to lift out 33 miners trapped for over two months in northern Chile will 
kick off early Wednesday, Mining Minister Laurence Golborne said Monday. 
(Xinhua/Martin Zabala) (lmz)

 EL ARISH(EGYPT), Oct.12, 2010 (Xinhua) -- Handlers take their camels home 
after the contest of the annual camel racing in the desert of El Arish in northeast 
Egypt, Oct. 11, 2010. Competitors from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,Sudan, Libya, Pal-
estine, Egypt and Jordan participate the traditional racing in El Arish. (Xinhua/ 
Nasser Nouri) (jl) 

Copiapo, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xinhua) -- The T130 drill leaves the operation area at 
San Jose mine, near Copiapo, Chile, October 11, 2010. A Chilean minister said 
Monday that a capsule which will lift 33 trapped miners out of a copper mine has 
descended to 610 meters underground, and the rescue operation is ready to start 
around midnight Tuesday.  (Xinhua/Jorge Villegas )

COLOMBO, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xin-
hua) -- Sri Lanka’s jailed former 
Army Commander Sarath Fonseka 
(C) is brought to court in Colombo 
on October 11, 2010. Fonseka, who 
is already serving a 30-month prison 
term since Sept. 30, after being con-
victed by a military court on charges 
that he made irregular procure-
ment, faces new charges of inciting 
violence with disputed remarks to 
a newspaper that a senior official 
ordered the execution of surrender-
ing Tamil Tiger rebels in May 2009.
(Xinhua)

 LISBON, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xinhua) -- A model presents a cre-
ation during Lisbon Fashion Week in Lisbon, Portugal, Oct. 
10, 2010. (Xinhua/Tong Bingqiang)(axy)

San Jose, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xinhua) -- Investigators check the crashed plane in 
Costa Rica, Oct. 10, 2010. A light aircraft, carrying some 100 kilograms of 
narcotics, crashed in Costa Rica according to Costa Rican authorities. (Xinhua) 
(lmz)

NOWSHERA, 2010 (Xinhua) -- A girl dances at a wedding ceremony at a camp 
for flood refugees in northwest Pakistan’s Nowshera on October 12, 2010. (Xin-
hua/Saeed Ahmad) (ypf)

SMOLENSK, Oct. 12, 2010 (Xinhua) -- A pigeon looks for food in Smolensk, 
Russia, Oct. 11, 2010. Smolensk is an ancient city which was established in the 
year of 863 A.D.. It was one of the main battlefields during the Second World 
War. (Xinhua/Lu Jinbo) (lyx) DHAKA, Oct. 11, 2010 (Xinhua) -- The rescue team searches for the capsized 

bus and passengers at the accident scene in Savar, suburb of Bangladesh’s capital 
Dhaka, on Oct.11, 2010. A bus packed with about 50 passengers plunges into 
Turag river in Savar on Sunday at around quarter past 12. Eight passengers man-
aged to get back to the river bank, and one of them passed away on the way to 
hospital. About 40 people feared dead in the accident.(Xinhua/Shariful Islam)
(djj)
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The U.S. Embassy in Sana’a and AMIDEAST are pleased to announce a one-year scholarship for 

secondary school students in Yemen – the prestigious Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and 
Study (YES) Program.

To be eligible, you must:
Have a very good or excellent academic record and at least a “good” in core subjects for •	
the past three years and in the year preceding travel.

Demonstrate	flexibility	and	a	commitment	to	cross-cultural	understanding.•	
Be at least 15 years old by August 1, 2011 and no older than 18.5 by August 1, 2011.•	
Be entering grades 9, 10 or 11.•	
Be	able	to	achieve	a	score	of	50	on	the	Secondary	Level	English	Proficiency	(SLEP)	test.•	
Be committed to pre-departure activities, including EL study, community service activities, •	
and skills training, starting in December 2010 and continuing until July 2011; and

Be a Yemeni citizen who is resident in Yemen.•	

Application Deadline: 4 P.M. Tuesday, November 9, 2010

Please contact our offices for more info:

AMIDEAST Sana’a:	Off	Algiers	(by	Tunisian	
Embassy),	Sana’a.	
Telefax:	(01)	400-279/80/81
E-mail: scholarships-sanaa@amideast.org 

Contact: Ms. Amal Al-Wazir

AMIDEAST Aden: 162 Miswat Street, 

Khormaksar, Aden 

Telefax:	(02)	235-069/70/71
E-mail: testing-aden@amideast.org    

Contact: Ms. Fatima Gulam
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By: Saeed Al-Sofi 
and Nadia Al-Sakkaf

It’s a crop that at first glance 
does not attract ones attention. 
But when you find out that it 
supports the lives of millions 
around the country and that only 

children are, by tradition, involved in 
the planting process, you may give it a 
second glance.

For many years onion farms filled the 
planes of governorates across Yemen. 
There are even areas where the locals 
are tied to onion farming by national 
jokes. But unfortunately it is also an 
industry on the verge of decline simply 
because of a lack of interest, both by 
the government and farmers alike.

In order to produce a 45 kilogram 
sack of onions an average farmer 
spends around YR 550 (less than 
USD 3). This sack is eventually sold 
in a designated market for YR 2000 
(around USD 10). Deducting trans-

portation, labor and commission costs 
farmers benefit around YR 1000 per 
sack.

“It is not worth it,” says Alwan Ali 
Ismail, an onion farmer from Taiz. 
“We use primitive techniques to grow 
onions, and the yield is just not worth 
it. Many of us are already switching to 
other crops or even other jobs all to-
gether.”

However, there have been attempts 
to encourage farmers not to abandon 
their onion farms. Mohammed Qasim 
Zemker, who runs an onion marketing 
venture in Al-Makha district of Taiz, 
says onion farming could prove very 
beneficial.

“We provide farmers who own land 
with seeds, fuel and pesticides and 
later deduct these costs from their in-
come during the harvest season,” said 
Zemker. He believes that this industry 
could become a strong contributor to 
national agriculture especially if mar-
kets other than Saudi Arabia where 

most of the local produce is exported, 
are targeted.

Some of the onion exporters com-
plain that the high taxes which they 
must pay to the customs authorities 
deter them from expanding their onion 
business.

As a result, the local markets largely 
remain the farmer’s first choice, espe-
cially since there are several local mar-
kets where they can sell their produce.

Abdulbaset Ghaleb is the man in 
charge of the Al-Wafa onion market on 
the outskirts of Taiz city. The market’s 
peak time, he says, is between four and 
five in the evening when more than 
120 large, onion loaded, pick-ups ar-
rive to the market from rural Taiz.

“We have around 500 laborers work-
ing in the market. During the peak 
time it is like a bee hive as they are 
offloading sacks of onion from all over 
the area. They pack the onions into 45 
kg sacs that eventually find their way 
to other governorates or even to other 

countries,” said Ghaleb.

Experimenting with pesticides

Most of the onion farmers can barely 
read or write. They use traditional 
farming techniques and learn by trial 
and error. When it comes to pesticides 
they buy whatever the market offers.

“We buy a certain pesticide and use 
it in the farm, and a few weeks later 
we find a new type which the seller 
tells us is better and so we buy the new 
one and so on,” said Hafedh Bokhari 
an onion farmer from Al-Silo district 
in Taiz.

Pesticides enter Yemen both legally 
and illegally through smuggling. For 
farmers who don’t have much educa-
tion there is no telling which pesticide 
is which, or which one is best. Farmers 
in the impoverished areas of Al-Mose’ 
and Al-Gharf decided to use different 
types of pesticides on different pieces 
of land in order to deduce which is bet-
ter.

There is no form of compensation 
for the farmers with bad quality pes-
ticides, according to farmer Hussein 
from Al-Mose’. It’s a matter of luck, 
and learning through experimenting.

The irony is that farmers were hap-
pier using prohibited types of pesti-
cides which were banned recently. 
“During the last three years we used a 
strong type of pesticide where a small 
quantity would suffice for a large piece 
of land. Now the new types are not so 
effective,” said farmer Abdu Moham-
med.

Children on the onion farms

Traditionally, labor in the planting sea-
son is limited to children, sometimes 
as young as eight years old. Onion 
farming starts by growing seedlings in 
special water immersed containers un-
til the first green stems break through 
the soil. Then the seedlings are planted 
in the large farms by children.

Using children in this season has 

become socially acceptable to the ex-
tent that children working in this field 
are known as the “gharaseen” or “the 
planters,” and travel to the onion farm-
ing areas from other towns during the 
planting season.

Children earn per day between YR 
600 and YR 800 (less than USD 4). 
This is such a low wage that it under-
cuts adult onion farmers who refuse to 
work at this wage. The result is that 
land owners resort to using children 
instead.

Moreover, the onion farm owners 
prefer to use the children because they 
are shorter. Planting the seedlings re-
quires bending repeatedly and, accord-
ing to farmers, it is easier for children 
than on older/taller men.

Whatever the reasons may be, ac-
cording to local farmers because of 
an increase in production costs and a 
decrease in produce value this industry 
may as well be on its way to extinc-
tion.

Onion farming in Yemen - an unexploited potential

The Onion market in Al-Makha, where more than 120 trucks loaded with onions arrive every day during the season. 

Photo courtey of Family and Development Magazine

Children working on onion farms. Children between 8 and 14 are employed as daily laborers to work during the onion 

planting season in Yemen.





By Samira Ali bin Daair

As I was growing up out-
side of Yemen in my 
early childhood days, I 
was filled with dreams 
of the homeland I had 

never seen. Tales of my grandfather’s 
adventures in Hadramout where he 
worked with Sultan Al-Gaithi fired my 
imagination. The stories were certainly 
more exotic than the childish fairytales 
I read. Moreover, it was more real to 
me since it was my grandfather rather 
than Jack and the Beanstalk. My grand-
father died before I was born, and all I 
saw of him were pictures of an impos-
ing face with his Yemeni turban, and 
descriptions of a hefty man who had to 
bend his head before going through any 
doorway, typical of Yaffais. Like him, 
many Yaffais had settled in Hadramout 
and considered themselves to be Had-
ramis for all practical purposes.

All these stories came from my 
grandmother as she spoke lovingly of 
the husband she had wed as a young 
girl. Her stories included the silk gowns 
and satin beddings that he had bought 
her, while in another breath she would 
suddenly lament that all he had brought 
her from his trip to India was a maure 
(stone handmill). l would then look at 
her huge four poster bed with its pic-
ture of a peacock on the headstand and 
imagine all the glory of the old days 
as I saw the faraway look on her face, 

guessing she was going down memory 
lane with her bitter sweet thoughts for 
company. I was her constant compan-
ion as she painted romantic pictures of 
poetry and songs, notwithstanding the 
high mortality rates of the time which 
had made her lose a few of her chil-
dren, or the endless household chores 
and bread baking at the mofa (stone 
oven).

From my late father I had a differ-
ent version of this homeland, that he 
impressed upon my mind as our final 
destination sooner or later. It was as 
if through that process he vicariously 
lived the dream of the “Return of the 
Native”, without ever having read 
Thomas Hardy. He was quite a charis-
matic personality who had friends from 
different nationalities. Despite this 
fact, arab nationalism was very much 
a part of our household, and I heard 
about Jamal Abdul Nasser long before 
I understood anything about politics. 
“Saut al-arab” was my father’s daily 
companion as he listened to the news. I 
remember asking my mother once who 
were those tall blue-eyed arabs who 
came to my father and were given as-
sistance, and she patiently explained to 
me that they were Palestinians. But not 
until much later did I understand the 
whole issue of Palestine and what arab 
nationalism had symbolized for my fa-
ther then. Even today I can still recall 
the sounds that preceded ‘Huna saut 
al-arab,” and smell the wafts of sweet 

tobacco emanating from my father’s 
pipe. Thus from my father I inherited 
my love for Yemen at a tender age, not 
by his telling us anything about its to-
pography or characteristics, but by his 
constantly drumming into us the fact 
of our impending sojourn to the home-
land. But time was not of the essence, 
for it was not a timed plan of winding 
up our life in Africa, but a declaration 
from the heart borne of nostalgia. Al-
though he was a prominent and well 
respected businessman, perhaps he 
longed to be involved in the public af-
fairs of his homeland, and to be within 
the mainstream of arab society at a very 
dramatic time in their modern history.

I had a very different version of Ye-
men from some of the conservative 
Hadramis, who refused to send their 
daughters to school and married them 
off at the first proposal, producing 
several children when they were still 
children themselves. I contrasted this 
with my father’s joy when we did well 
at school, and the fact that he never 
discriminated me from my brothers 
as he ceaselessly drummed into us the 
importance of education. Many years 
later I realized that my father had well 
known the difference between religion 
and bad social traditions that many 
muslims today fail to realize. For he 
was a pious man and made sure that we 
were not only taught about religion, but 
that religious values formed an integral 
part of our upbringing, and from my 
father I learned a lot through his ex-
ample. Many girls in Yemen today are 
unfortunately deprived of their right to 
education and childhood.

I saw a different arab world through 
the eyes of the one-sided history les-
sons in our English education. I could 
not associate the picture of a fat Omani 
arab called Tipu Tib bin Sultan, a wick-
ed slave trader who held a whip in his 
hand, with my father’s Jamal Abdul 
Nasser, or the fact that the domestic 
workers were treated as family in our 
household. But Alex Hailey had not yet 
written his ‘Roots’ then, although Kinta 
Kunte was all around me in that beau-
tiful paradise of my childhood. Many 
years later Edward Saeed helped me 

to understand this process of looking 
at ourselves through Western eyes, in 
what he called “orientalizing the ori-
ent” in his book ‘Orientalism’. For I 
had read all the Western literature at a 
young age, but had never heard of the 
great muslim scholars like Ibn Rush 
Ibn Tufail and Al-Jahidh, nor read Na-
jeeb Mahfoodh Taha Hussein or Tayeb 
Saleh, the later who aptly describes 
this predicament in his book ‘Season of 
Migration to the North’. It wasn’t until 
I went to university that my long jour-
ney in search of myself began, and this 
was definitely linked to my dream of 
Yemen, directly and indirectly. People 
like me weren’t so lucky as this gen-
eration, as I see my children having a 
grounding from an early age in a more 
rounded exposure to both worlds.

The return to Yemen came sooner 
than we expected during the last phases 
of British rule in South Yemen. Being 
young, my brothers and I managed 
to adjust quickly to our new life, and 
whereas I had enjoyed riding bicycles 
and climbing trees in Africa, we found 
new forms of entertainment like riding 
gari gamal (camel carts) and others. 
Quite often when we went shopping 
in Crater, we were suddenly told to get 
on the floor as the bullets passed over 
our heads, and while my mother looked 
worried, to us it seemed like a cowboy 
film. It was the exchange of fire be-
tween British soldiers and what they 
called “snipers” and what the Yemenis 
called “freedom fighters” There were 
many checkpoints then, especially at 
the “Aqaba”, and the Gordon Highland-
ers with their Scottish kilts and red caps 
were a common sight in those days. As 
adolescents we were  filled with nation-
alistic ideas of independence, although 
I dare say without necessarily under-
standing the historical antecedents of 
British rule, nor all the political impli-
cations of the struggle. As soon as we 
went to Abyan beach in Khormaksar 
we became children again as we played 
with the waves, collecting seashells 
and chasing the sea gulls, forgetting all 
about revolution. Alas, we had weaved 
dreams bigger than the half pennies in 
our pockets.

By: Murad Abdu Al-Awasi
herrmurad@yahoo.com

Journalism presents itself as 
the world's beating heart, the 
best means to present facts 
objectively in a professional 
manner, and provide the most 

comprehensive and accurate informa-
tion for the people.

Journalism is considered to be the 
mirror that reflects societal issues and 
controversial matters. It's the voice of 
the people who are denied their le-
gitimate rights and deprived of their 
common needs. It is one of the most 
distinctive and essential outlets that 
illustrates or estimates the develop-
ment and prosperity of communities. 
People acquire a lot of things through 
interacting with journalism, they are 
able to express themselves, their likes, 
dislikes, who they are and what they 
aspire to. It gives them a space for cre-
ativity in opinion and the freedom to 
exchange their dreams and cultures.

Journalism can be a tool to heal 
communities' post-conflict issues, and 
build peace within them. Journalism is 
a noble career, an intuitive profession. 
It can give voice to powerful messages 
with humanity, and aims to build and 
not destroy. In our time, journalism as 
a medium of communication has be-
come extremely important, and can be 
used to clarify, to inspire, to entertain, 
to share others' suffering and woes.

Therefore, journalism is some-
thing that should not be associated 
with just buying and selling, or earn-

ing money. It is more an expression. 
It is the ability to change people and 
society. I'm not here to enumerate the 
advantages of journalism, because 
they are numerous, easy to praise, and 
already well known to you. I'm here 
to defend journalism, and to say no 
to suppressing its freedom. We have 
to stand firm against those who place 
their personal interests above Yemeni 
ones. There are those who always talk 
about expressing their opinions freely 
as a glorious achievement. However, 
such talk does not improve our soci-
ety or conceal the speakers motives, 
which are regrettably disgraceful and 
antiquated. Journalism is the main 
weapon against corruption, and where 
there is no journalistic freedom there 
is rampant corruption, injustice and 
brutality.

So we have to express our disap-
proval. We have to say NO to en-
forced disappearances and the arbi-
trary arrest of journalists. Ultimately, 
my heart aches when I see the govern-
ment's increasing attacks against jour-
nalists, raids on newspaper offices and 
TV stations, and see the increasing 
number of suspended newspapers and 
blocked websites. In other countries 
journalistic freedom is looked upon 
as a pillar of current and future pros-
perity, and much effort is given to its 
improvement. In Yemen, however, the 
government is establishing legislation 
and specialized courts to imprison 
those who merely discuss what is hap-
pening in Yemen and to judge journal-
ism and what is published.
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By: Abdulnasser Al -Abdali
abdul_nasser12@yahoo.com
 
Hey, you can never sell it or even buy
It is freedom that we are given by
The only one who will never die
So believe me, please and not deny
It is the truth no doubt or lie
And if you don't, let's see and try
So look around and loudly cry

Is there is freedom you can buy
All laugh at you and defy
Then you get weak and also shy
Freedom is a gift that no one can buy
O time! Why and why!
Birds feel free and we still try
We are really confused. So what? Re-
ply!
Listen! Stay with Allah until you die
So you can breathe and also sigh.

Freedom

Journalism...
our language

The different faces of Yemen – past
and present (part 1/2)

By: Enas Al-Radami
 
The moon is not as you think
So nice and so bright
And lights the night
The moon is between
The earth and the sky
It is lonely and
Makes people cry!
 
The moon is not as you think!
The moon is not so beautiful,
But ugly

Many holes in it
And the sun makes it silvery!
 
The moon is so dark
It can't appear full everyday
Though it is a creature
Which does thank Allah and pray!
 
 I can't stay here watching
The lonely moon
Oh, my heart resembles
This lonely moon!

The moon is not as you think



 
وهيب عبدالحبيب، بكالريوس  Ł 
محاسبة، خبرة 7 سنوات في 

السجلات المحاسبة والأنظمة، 
دورات متعددة في الكمبيوتر. 
.773250880 ،773250990
يجيد اللغة الانجليزية، ويرغب  Ł 

في العمل كحارس أمن أو 
سكرتير. 711147137.

آمبر مهاري مولا - بكالريوس  Ł 
ادارة أعمال)ماليزيا(، تقنية 

معلومات )ماليزيا(، عملت 
كمساعد اداري - دبي، اجادة 

اللغتين الانجليزية والعربية. 
736733926

مستوى  Ł  ,بكالوريوس محاسبه
جيد في المحادثة والكتابة 

بالغة الإنجليزيه, وعدة دورات 
في اللغة الإنجليزيه, دبلوم 
سكرتارية وكمبيوتر, خبرة 

لمدة سبع سنوات كمحاسب 
مخازن)مراقب مخزون(, وثلاث 

سنوات خبرة كأمين مخازن. 
733409652

shawkiameen83@gmail.
com

 , Ł عمرو محمد ناجي محمود
بكالوريوس تسويق وإنتاج 
إداري, حاصل على دبلوم 

سكرتارية في مجال الحاسوب. 
حاصل على عدة دورات 

في التنمية البشرية لمنظة 
)NODS(. جيد في اللغة 

الإنجليزية, حاصل على عدة 
في عملية ترحيل الحسابات في 
النظام المحاسبي يمن سوفت. 

المقدرة على وضع دراسات 
ميدانية في الخطة التسويقية 

لاي منتج في سوق العمل.
الخبرات: إشتغلت سابقا في 

عدت مراكز تجارية وفي عدت 
مناطق في المبيعات/تعز - 

صنعاء- حجة. 770825754 
736236960 -

أجيد اللغه الانجليزيه وحاصل  Ł 
على شهادة الإعدايه فقط. 

711147137

ماثيور جوفير - هندي  Ł 
الجنسية- ماجستير تجارة, 
أكثر من 20 سنة خبرة في 

مجال التجارة - إدارة - 
تسويق - مشاريع )مستويات 
عالية( ويفضل في مدينة تعز 

- عملي مستعد بالالتحاق حاليا 
في الشركات. 711445354 

عبدالباري أحمد محمد  Ł 
عبدالرحمن القباطي, دبلوم 

تقني عالي, تخصص هندسة 
تكييف وتبريد والتهوية, 

أجادة التعامل مع الكمبيوتر 
, حاصل على شهادات خبرة 
من: شركة ناتكو, المؤسسة 
العامة للأتصالات, مستشفي 

جامعة العلوم والتكنولوجيا 
و إجادة أستخدام برنامج 

الأتوكاد و الرسم الهندسي, 
حسابات التكييف والتبريد.  

 733747561 - 771670022
770239025 -

 Ł Msarat يعلن مسارات
عن حاجته لسكرتيرتين 

بالمواصفات التالية: ثانوية عامة 
كأقل مؤهل، دبلوم سكرتارية، 

خبرة لاتقل عن سنة. ،وكذلك 
عن حاجته لمدرسي لغة 

 We're looking .انجليزية
 ، .for teachers of English

777252577 ,500222
تعلن مدارس الزهراء الحديثةعن  Ł 

حاجتها: مدرسين خريجي 
جامعات, سكرتيرة, و حارس 
مدرسة للتواصل: الأصبحي 

جولة الثقافة شارع 22 مايو. 
 - 777196749 - 620691

733133114
يعلن معهد سكاي للغات  Ł 

والكمبيوتر الكائن في الحصبة-
الجراف عن حاجته لسكرتيرتين 

بالمواصفات التالية: ثانوية 
عامة على الأقل، دبلوم 

سكرتارية، خبرة لاتقل عن 
سنة. 329330، 777255032

مطلوب للجامعة الملكية  Ł 
البريطانية في كردستان 

- العراق:2دكاتره هندسة 
معمارية, 2 دكاتره لغة 

إنجليزيه, دكتور هندسة مدنية, 
دكتور رياضيات. الرواتب 

بالدولار مع تذكرة سفر وسكن. 
الشروط: أن يكون لدية الخبره 

PHD ب
ahmed-dr2006@hotmail.

com
تعلن مدرسة أهلية عن حاجتها  Ł 

لموظفين في التخصصات 
الأتية.      - محاسبة / 

محاسب )يشترط خبرة في 
مجال حسابات المدارس( - 
كمبيوتر - مكتبات, يشترط 

في المتقدمين أن يكونوا من 
حملة المؤهل الجامعي وذوي 

خبرة لاتقل عن 3 سنوات.  
ت/450691-  ف/450692

باحثة عن وظيفة - بكالوريوس  Ł 
حاسوب برمجة, خبرة أكثر 

من أربع سنوات في الأعمال 
المصرفية والسكرتارية وخدمة 

العملاء, أرغب في العمل 
في بنك أو سفارة أو منظمة 
أجنبية أو شركة في عدن. 

777991248
مصطفى ناشر - بكالوريوس  Ł 
محاسبة مالية جامعة صنعاء 
,دبلوم علوم حاسوب المعهد 

العام للإتصالات, عشر 
سنوات خبرة في الحسابات. 

للتواصل:777703680
فائز عبدالله- بكالوريوس  Ł 

إنجليزي خبرة في الصندوق 
)التحصيل(خمس سنوات, 
خبرة في المجال الإداري 

والموارد البشرية خبرة 
في المبيعات ثلاث سنوات 

إجادة التعامل مع الكمبيوترز 
للتواصل:770069306-

777564369
بكالوريوس محاسبة - دبلوم  Ł 

سكرتارية كمبيوتر وأكسل 
- عدة دورات لغة إنجليزي 
مستوى جيد في المحادثة 
والكتابة - خبرة في مجال 
المخازن لمدة عشر سنوات 

)أمين مخازن - محاسب 
مخازن - متابعة مشتريات( 

يرغب في العمل في أي مجال 
مناسب. 733409652

Ł 

تويوتا إيكو موديل Ł 2004 جير 
عادي- اللون فضي  القيمة: 

4000$ أربعة ألف دولار. 
735530031

فيلا للإيجار بحي الأصبحي  Ł 
)فيلا مستقله مع موقف 

سيارات( ثلاث غرف نوم 
- ديوان - صالتين - مطبخ - 
حمامين  - وموقف  للسياره.  

777260252 )عبدالحميد(
أرضيه للبيع بمساحة سته  Ł 
وثلاثون لبنه على شارعين 

جوار مركز صنعاء التجاري , 
الشارع الأول واجهه 34متر 
والواجهه الاخرى 240 متر 

موقع تجاري ممتاز وسعر اللبنه 
الواحده خمسة مليون قابل 

للتفاوض.  777228778
منزل حجر دورين )بناء  Ł 

شعبي( في حي الزراعه للبيع 
بمساحة 8لبن إلا ربع, مكون 

من خمس فتحات دكاكيين, 
وشقتين وحوش كبير في 

الخلف, البصيره معمده من 
السجل العقاري.  733786459 

777726176 -
للبيع سيارة برادو موديل  Ł 

2004م, العداد 72000 
كيلو متر,  بحالة جيدة 

  A.B.O  $20000 بسعر
777419448

 Ł 206885698 جواز سفر برقم
بإسم فرانسيسكو ديزون صادر 
من الولايات الأمريكية المتحدة 

بتاريخ 2002/7/30. على من 
يجده ايصاله الى عاقل حارة 

المديرة، شارع مجاهد.
إعلان فقدان بطاقه شخصيه  Ł 

ل عامر علي عبدالرزاق النويهي 
برقم 8517 , صادرة من تعز. 

714649067
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همك
ت م قا ر ا

177 طوارىء	الكهرباء	
171 طوارىء	المياه	
 199 	طوارىء	الشرطه	
118 الإستعلامات	
191 الإطفاء	
194 حوادث	)المرور(	

252701/7 الشئون	الداخليه	
202544/7 الشئون	الخارجيه	
7522227 تليمن	
250761/3 الهجرة	
 332001/2 التلفزيون	
272061 الإذاعة	

 203131/3 الصليب	الاحمر	

  111262/3 مؤسسة	الباصات	للتنقل	داخل	المدن	

الوزارات
01/290200 رئاسة	الجمهورية 
01/ 490800 رئاسة	الوزراء 
01/545132 وزارة	الاشغال	العامة	والطرق 
01/274439 وزارة	الاوقاف	والارشاد 
01/535031 وزارة	التعليم	العالي	والبحث	العلمي		 
01/268583 وزارة	الثروة	السمكية 
01/274640 وزارة	الثقافة 
01/294579 وزارة	الخدمة	المدنية	والتامينات 
01/276404 وزارة	الدفاع 
01/282963 وزارة	الزراعة	والري 
01/262809 وزارة	الشئون	الاجتماعية	والعمل 
01/402213 وزارة	الشئون	القانونية 
01/252211 وزارة	الصحة	العامة	والسكان 
01/472913 وزارة	الشباب	والرياضة 
01/235462 وزارة	الصناعة	والتجارة		 
01/236512 وزارة	العدل 
01/220050 وزارة	السياحة 
01/402254 وزارة	المغتربين 

01/202309/10 وزارة	النفط	والمعادن 
01/289577 وزارة	شئون	الداخلية	
01/260900 وزارة	النقل 
01/444831 وزارة	حقوق	الانسان 
01/331460 وزارة	الاتصالات	وتقنية	المعلومات 
01/227242 وزارة	الادارة	المحلية 
01/274008 وزارة	الاعلام 
01/250101 وزارة	التخطيط	والتعاون	الدولي 
01/252732 وزارة	التربية	والتعليم 
01/537914 وزارة	الخارجية 
01/332701 وزارة	الداخلية 
01/260365 وزارة	المالية 

 01/7522202 وزارة	المواصلات 
01/418289 وزارة	المياه	والبيئة 

      01/326196 وزارة	الكهرباء 

البنوك
ت	:	769-1-328062

ف	:428062
عدن	270347/8/9- 2. 

ف:	428732

بنك	اليمن	
والخليج			

666666/01	:ت
ف: 203271

بنك	التضامن	
الإسلامي  

 277224
ف:	277291  

البنك	التجاري	 

  264775 - 264702
ف:503350 - 264703 

مصرف	اليمن	البحرين	
الشامل

   01 407030 بنك	اليمن	الدولي	 

البنك	العربي	  276585/2 01

ت	:	563813 01  بنك	التسليف	الزراعي

01  413472/3 البنك	المركزي:	 

01/449731 بنك	الامل

01/517544 البنك	القطري	الدولي

01/271601 بنك	اليمني	للانشاء	
والتعمير

01/286506 بنك	سبا	الاسلامي

01/274371 بنك	كاليون

01/407540 يونايتد	بنك	لميتد

01/538901 بنك	كاك	الاسلامي

01/209451 بنك	اليمن	والكويت	
للتجارة	والانشاءات  

تأجير سيارات
01/448686نيوكارز	لتاجير	سيارات	

ف:	01/448691
 (Budget	(	309618 /01 - زاوية

01/506372
ف	:	01/240958

01/440309يورب	كار
فرع	شيرتون	01/545985

فرع	عدن	02/245625
صنعاء				903044-10هيرتز	لتآجير	السيارات

فرع	شيراتون		589545
عدن		ت	:20-526542

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبوتر
صنعاء		503864 01

									ف	:	407419  01 
عدن					237199 02    

تعز						250343 04 
المكلاء			294703 05

 آبتك	لتعليم	
الكمبيوتر)تركيز	على	

الانترنت،	مناهج،	
تجارة	إلكترونية(	شهادة	

ايزو	1. 
01 355444 InfinitE ducationT

10 445518/7 - 442073 NIIT			لتعليم	الكمبيوتر

البريد السريع
        

صنعاء					440170  01   
عدن							ت	626 245  02 

الحديده			266975 03 

تعز							780 205 04 
إب									411988 04

المكلا						302641 04 
شبوه							202326 04
سيئون					407219 04

بلحاف					777788660                                      
سقطرى				660498 04 

USP  01 416751
 DHL644109/8/7

ARAMEX01 441024 /5	صنعاء
عدن				243124 02
تعز						213489 04
المكلا		309190 04
الحديدة	219643 03

شحن وتوصيل
 M&M Logistics &

   Aviation Services
531231-01531221 

 509704النسيم	للشحن	والتوصيل

441935  -  01444550 ورلد	لينك

447126/5/7  01يمباك	للنقل

 429671 01ماس	العالمية	للشحن

مأرب	للسفريات	والسياحة
	والشحن	

01 426823
01 441126

M&M		لخدمات	الشحن	
والطيران

01 531221

مستشفيات
ت	:		66-246967 01مستشفى	الثورة

ت	:	87-274286 01مستشفى	الجمهوري	
ت	:	414171 01مستشفى	حدة	الأهلي
المستشفى	الالماني	

الحديث
ت	:	602800 - 600000 01  

ف	:	611814 
البريد	الألكتروني: 

felixpene@hotmail.com

ت	:	424765  01مستشفى	الجنيد
المستشفى	الاهلي	

الحديث
ت	:	444936  01

مستشفى	العلوم	
والتكنلوجيا

ت	:	500000 01

ت	:	283283 01مستشفى	الكويت
مستشفى	السعودي	

الالماني
ت	:	333313 01

ت	:	200000 01مستشفى	ازال
ت	:	211221/0 01

شركات طيران
 500600 طيران	اليمنية	

  250800  
565656 السعيدة	
444442 الإماراتية	
427993 الإثيوبية	
213400 الألمانية	)لوفتهانزا(	
445970 التركية	
506574 السعودية	
506030 القطرية	
440001 العربية	للطيران	
441041 طيران	الخليج	
 275061 المصرية	

فنادق
ت	:	66-246967  01فندق	ميركيور	صنعاء		                  

عدن	ت	:	328666 02
عدن	ت	:	66-246967  02 				فندق	شمر
ت	:	237500  01فندق	شيرتون

ت	:	546666  01فندق	موفمبيك      
ف	:	546000

ت	:	2 /425970/1  01فندق	فرساي

فندق	سبأ	       
   

	ت	:	272372  01

449871  01فندق	ريلاكس	ان
404020/30/40فندق	لازوردي

423030 01فندق	تاج	صيدة	رزدينس

مكاتب ترجمة
الشهاب	لخدمات	الترجمة:)عربي-	إنجليزي()إنجليزي	-	عربي(

تلفون:	777762202	أو	733008686	-	فاكس:	
420657/01

sts.yemen@gmail.com	:إيميل

معاهد
ت	:	448039 - 
  445482/3/4

ف	:448037

معهد	يالي

ت	:	264221 01 معهد	التي

549002 معهد	اللغة	الألمانيه

ت	:	222662
ف	:	557415

المعهد	البريطاني	
للغات	والكمبيوتر	 

ت	:	5/532434
ف	:	532436

معهد	كاروكوس	  

   510613 - 240833
ف:	265537

معهدأيكتك

ت	:	537871  01 معهد	اكسيد 
ت	:	441036  01 	معهد	مالي 
	ت	:	448573  01 معهد	هورايزن

شركات التأمين
ت:555555 01

الرقم	المجاني:	800 
5555

المتحدة	للتأمين

ت	:272873   
ف	:272924

الوطنية	للتأمين

01 206113 مأرب	للتأمين

صنعاء	391482 01
عدن	271318 02
تعز	188852 04

الشركة	اليمنية	الإسلامية	للتأمين	
وإعادة	التأمين

608272 - 269272/34
عدن	716742
تعز	543052

شركة	اليمن	للتأمين

ت	:	214093 01 شركة	أمان

مدارس
تلفاكس:470250 

موبايل:	734522225
روضة	واحة	الأطفال 

ت	:	414026 
01 424433-01

مدرسة	ريـنبو	             

ت	:	370191/2 01  
ف	:370193 01

مدارس	صنعاء	الدولية      

مدرسة	التركيه	الدوليه      448258/9 01
01 206159 مدرسة	الماجد	اليمنيه       
10 382091 مدرسة	منارات

سفريات
ت:274691 01 - قدس	فلاي

01 280777
سكاي	للسفريات	

والسياحة
01 535080

عدن	221270 02

270570 01النسيم	للسفريات                
العالميه	للسفريات	

والسياحه
10 4411589 

مطاعم
مطعم	ومخبازة	الشيباني			)باسم	محمد	عبده	الشيباني(

تلفون	:	573662 10 - 092505 10			فاكس	:	916762

 âÑ°ùdG الطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلةÒ°ùdG §N ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول

¢SÉfXY-743/4A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL03050355تحت الطلب

3/28øe حتى 9/24øe4/29حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
15201600ال�صارقة /�صنعاء /ال�صارقة ABY-709/700A320العربية 
12451345القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-693/4B-73A/A-32Aالم�صرية 

15151605البحرين / �صنعاء / البحرين GF-193/4A-320الخليجية 
12551640الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-452/3B-777/AB3القطرية 

SV-680/1B-757/A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL20502205ال�صعودية 
22252359فرانكفورت/جدة / �صنعاء / جدة/فرانكفورتDH-652/3A-343الالمانية 

ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول Ò°ùdG §Nالطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلة الاحد

00500145ا�صطنبول /�صنعاء / ا�صطنبولTK-836/7B-738التركية
¢SÉfXY-743/4A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL03050355

03200420الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-456/7B-777/AB3القطرية 
øe 3/28 حتى øe ºK 4/29 9/24 حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
15151605البحرين / �صنعاء / البحرين GF-193/4A-320الخليجية 

22052330فرانكفورت/جدة / �صنعاء / جدة/فرانكفورتDH-652/3A-343الالمانية 
ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول Ò°ùdG §Nالطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلة الاثنين

øe 3/28 حتى øe ºK 4/29 9/24 حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
øe 8/16 حتى 1145131510/25الدوحة / �صنعاء / نيروبيQR-6532/3A-300/B-777القطرية �صحن

14301615ادي�س / جيبوتي / �صنعاء / جيبوتي / ادي�سET-306/7B-73Wالاثيوبية
12551640الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-452/3B-777/AB3القطرية

SV-680/1B-757/A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL20502205ال�صعودية 
ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول Ò°ùdG §Nالطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلة الثلاثاء

RJ-708/9A-310¿ÉªY /AÉ©æ°U / ¿ÉªY00150130الاردنية 
00500145ا�صطنبول /�صنعاء / ا�صطنبولTK-836/7B-738التركية

¢SÉfXY-743/4A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL03050355تحت الطلب

øe 3/28 حتى øe ºK 4/29 9/24 حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

مع عدم حق النقل على قطاع �صنعاء/ادي�س04100610جدة / �صنعاء /ادي�سSV-0973MD-11F/B-747ال�صعودية  �صحن

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
12551640الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-452/3B-777/AB3القطرية 
15201600ال�صارقة /�صنعاء /ال�صارقة ABY-709/700A320العربية 

19452035البحرين / �صنعاء / البحرين GF-193/4A-320الخليجية 
øe 9/6 حتى SV-680/1A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL2050220510/30ال�صعودية 

22252359فرانكفورت/جدة / �صنعاء / جدة/فرانكفورتDH-652/3A-343الالمانية 
ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول Ò°ùdG §Nالطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلة الاربعاء

03200420الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-456/7B-777/AB3القطرية 
øe 3/28 حتى øe ºK 4/29 9/24 حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
14301615ادي�س / جيبوتي / �صنعاء / جيبوتي / ادي�سET-306/7B-73Wالاثيوبية

15151605البحرين / �صنعاء / البحرين GF-193/4A-320الخليجية 
SV-680/5B-757/A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL20502205ال�صعودية 

22302355فرانكفورت/جدة / �صنعاء / جدة/فرانكفورتDH-652/3A-340الالمانية 
 ¢ù«ªÿG الطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلةÒ°ùdG §N ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول

RJ-708/9A-310¿ÉªY /AÉ©æ°U / ¿ÉªY00150130الاردنية 
00500145ا�صطنبول /�صنعاء / ا�صطنبولTK-836/7B-738التركية

¢SÉfXY-743/4A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL03050355
03200420الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-456/7B-777/AB3القطرية 
øe 3/28 حتى øe ºK 4/29 9/24 حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
15201600ال�صارقة /�صنعاء /ال�صارقة ABY-709/700A320العربية 

GF-193/4A-320SV-680/515151605الخليجية 
øe 8/19 حتى 10/29 المغادرة اليوم الثاني 23400110الدوحة / �صنعاء / نيروبيSV-6532/3A-300/B-777القطرية �صحن

ملاحظاتمغادرةو�صول Ò°ùdG §Nالطرازرقم الرحلة  ال�شركة الناقلة الجمعة

00500145ا�صطنبول /�صنعاء / ا�صطنبولTK-836/7B-738التركية
øe 3/28 حتى øe ºK 4/29 9/24 حتى 0330043010/30القاهرة /�صنعاء / القاهرةMS-691/2B-73Aالم�صرية 

EK-961/2A-332/340/777 »HO / AÉ©æ°U / »HO08501005الاماراتية
12551640الدوحة / �صنعاء / الدوحةQR-452/3B-777/AB3القطرية 
14301615ادي�س / جيبوتي / �صنعاء / جيبوتي / ادي�سET-306/7B-73Wالاثيوبية

SV-686/7B-757/A-320IóL / AÉ©æ°U / IóL13001410ال�صعودية
RJ-708/9A-310¿ÉªY /AÉ©æ°U / ¿ÉªY13151430الاردنية 

18301945الريا�س / �صنعاء /الريا�سSV-682/3MD-90/A-320ال�صعودية 

جدول رحلات الهبوط المنتظم للمو�شم ال�شيفي 2010م لل�شركات العربية والأجنبية حتى 30/10/2010م

جميع الأوقات محلية
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Free Call: 
800 50 50

By: Ismail Sheikh Abdoh
For the Yemen Times
 

Osama throws 
a bag and 
gloves at a 
group of qat 
chewers  sit-

ting underneath a bush on 
edge of the park. “Why 
don’t you help us?» he asks 
the men.
Running around all over 
the place like busy bees, 
Osama Al-Sho’abi and his 
team of volunteers were in 
the Sabaeen park in Sana’a 
last Sunday picking up the 
rubbish.

Al-Sho’abi, 20, is presi-
dent of the Sana’a alumni  of 
a US-sponsored program 
called the Youth Exchange 
and Study (YES). He and 
his fellow alumni collected 
trash in plastic bags to mark 
Save the Planet Day on Oc-
tober 10.

“Being responsible is not 
easy, but I can handle it,” 
Al-Sho’abi told the Yemen 
Times.

Al-Sho’abi first learnt 
about community service in 
the US when he went there 
in 2007-2008 as a high 
school student. He said that, 
although it was hard for him 
to adjust to the new culture, 
he did his best to learn from the experi-
ence.

“Going to the US helped me to do 
more community service. I did it in 
America, why wouldn’t I do it in my 
own country?” he said.

Youth hold the key role in improv-
ing one’s country, according to Kamal 
Al-Shahthy, 19, another volunteer from 
Amideast, a not-for-profit organization 
through which YES was organized in 
Yemen.

“If we didn’t do it, who would?” he 
asked. “Volunteering is an endless job.”

In the park on Sunday, Reham Al-
Huraibi, 19, skipped from one mound 
to another picking up old juice cartoons 
and pink plastic bags. She told the Yem-
en Times that her experience in the US 
helped her to change her perspective 
towards others.

“I used not to care about anything 
that happened around me,” she said, 
but now after the exchange program she 
has volunteered to be a librarian at her 
school after classes.

“I volunteer in almost every event 
held in Yemen,» she said.

Amal Al-Wazeer, international educa-

tion assistant at Amideast in Sana’a,  that 
the volunteers’ time abroad had opened 
the door to them becoming involved in 
charity work and caring more about the 
planet.

“By cleaning the Saba’een Park, we 
are sending a message to youth all over 
the world to make a change,” she said.

Ibrahim Al-Hajbi, 21, was equally as 
excited to be part of Sunday’s cleanup. 
In the US, community service was com-
pulsory. But here, he volunteers will-
ingly and is ready to do much more.

“I’ll do it for Earth, I’ll do it for my 
country,” he said.

For Earth and for 
the country
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