Think Smart...
Road Experts

ji)a Hertz

Universal Rent a Car

Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

hert com

World On Wheels

Turn to the

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, May 11 — Serious escalation
took place this week within Yemen’s
pro-democracy movement when pro-
testers set themselves a 20 May 2011
deadline for their march on President
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s palace in Sana’a.
Demonstrators hope that this march will
mark the end of their revolution.

Recently, a revolutionary escalation
committee was founded and tasked with
designing escalation strategies that are
effective but not destructive. The Su-
preme Coordination Council of the Rev-
olution — which is a coalition of nearly
300 different pro-democracy groups
— has published the committee’s plans,
so as to gain the attention of the interna-
tional community, which has been dis-
tracted as of late by the killing of Osama
Bin Laden.

Adnan Ahmed, one of the protesters
at Change Square in Sana’a, told the
Yemen Times that, “We know Saleh
wants to lure us into using violence, so
as to turn the international community
against us and to make them think that
we’re just a bunch of armed hooligans.
We have promised, however, to make
changes within our country and we will
do so by being peaceful and by escalat-
ing peacefully — via marches and civil
disobedience campaigns.”

The recently published escalation
program urged Yemenis to send mes-
sages to diplomatic envoys in Sana’a
and informed them of the increasingly
popular option of marching on the Presi-
dential Palace.

However, as rumors of a march on
President Saleh’s palace increase, the
national security presence continues to
proliferate. All government buildings —
including the ministries — are now sur-
rounded by armored vehicles.

The escalation committee’s program
includes an initiative called “The March
to Convince”, which is a campaign in-
tended to convince a larger audience of
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Revolution’s supreme coordination committee
announces escalation plan

the revolution’s methods and objectives.
It also focuses on the potential for imple-
menting civil disobedience in the capi-
tal — a strategy that has already proven
highly effective in Aden and Taiz.

In addition, the program set a date
upon which a national food strike will
be announced at Change Square in
Sana’a. All Yemenis living in the coun-
try or abroad will be encouraged to par-
ticipate.

“The Vanguards of Victory” project
is perhaps the biggest component of
the escalation plan, as well as the one
President Saleh’s regime most fears. In
essence, it is an open enrollment of all
those protesters who wish to participate
in the final march upon the Presidential
Palace.

Because fear and a lack of trust have
long been the two most significant stum-
bling blocks to launching a march upon
the Presidential Palace, the Vanguards
of Victory initiative has ensured that the
revolution’s 50 most visible leaders will
be at the top of the list (and therefore
the first to sacrifice themselves for the
cause).

The march’s front lines will also in-
clude representatives from all of the
protest’s main groups, including the
largest opposition political parties, the
Houthis, etc.

On Friday, there will be a call for all
Sana’a residents to gather in Al-Siteen
Street — and for all citizens living out-
side of Sana’a to gather in their main
streets — so as to pray together and as
one.

On Monday, the escalation plan calls
for “eight million fasters” to begin re-
fusing all food. According to the Is-
lamic religion, Allah always satisfies the
prayers of one who is fasting, and so the
starving protesters will collectively pray
for the regime’s dismantlement.

At 9:00am on Tuesday, March 17th,
the march to the Presidential Palace will
begin, with protesters descending upon
the building from four sides.

Xinhua

Anti-government protesters attend a protest in Saana, Yemen, May 6, 2011. Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh on Friday told a rally of his supporters
that he would remain “steadfast” in resisting his opponents’ demand of his immediate ouster. The government supporters called on Saleh to stay in office
until his presidential term ends in 2013 in accordance to the Yemeni constitution. A few miles away, tens of thousands of anti-government protesters gathered
near Sanaa University, repeatedly calling for an immediate end to Saleh’s 33-year rule.

Amendments to GCC

By: Mohammad Bin Sallam

SANA’A, May 8th — Leaders within
Yemen’s opposition Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) have confirmed that
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries have re-delivered their ini-
tiative intended to resolve the political
crisis in Sana’a without any amend-
ments.

“We continue to adhere to the ini-
tiative that we received from the GCC
that Saleh refused to sign and we will
not accept any amendments,” said
Mohammed Qahtan, spokesman of
the JMP, to the Yemen Times on Sun-
day.

Other sources within the JMP have
told the media that, “We do not think
that the GCC countries will respond
to Saleh’s pressure or manipulation
of the initiative. He is only aiming
to gain time and probably believes
that he will bore the protesters in the
squares and force them to leave.”

Well-informed sources said that the
ruling party is attempting to create a
new political plan, “So as to change
it from an initiative by the GCC states
into just an agreement between the
General People’s Congress (GPC) and
the JMP.”

On Saturday, a source within the
JMP said that the GCC may add some

initiative satisfy Saleh, opposition reluctant

points to the current initiative due to
some criticisms brought up by Sana’a
at President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s re-
quest, including a stipulation demand-
ing “the signature of 15 persons from
each party and on top of them all, Ali
Saleh as the head of the GPC.”

This source added that, “If amend-
ments are made, they will turn the ini-
tiative upside-down. The opposition
insists that the real foe in Yemen is
President Saleh. The initiative might
end up contextualizing the dispute as
one between the ruling party and the
opposition, or as a political crisis far
removed from the concept of revolu-
tion.”

According to GCC officials, the
current GCC initiative is closed and
nothing can be added or deleted.
President Saleh’s insistence, however,
may force a new stance.

On the ground, leaders within the
youth revolution called for a nation-
wide strike that was to be implemented
on 7 May 2011. The proposal of na-
tionwide civil disobedience followed
massive demonstrations in several
governorates on Friday — nicknamed
the “Day of Loyalty to the South” —
demanding the departure of President
Saleh.

Demonstrations took place in
Sana’a, Aden, Taiz, Hodeida and Ibb.

Protesters expressed their refusal of
the GCC initiative and emphasized
their longstanding demand that the
current Yemeni regime be removed
immediately and made to face justice.

The coordination committee of the
revolution announced on Saturday
that the movement is in its final stages
of its peaceful struggle and that it will
continue to oppose all attempts at re-
defining the crisis as one between po-
litical parties.

For his part, the Secretary-General
of the GCC, Abdul Lateef Al-Zayani,
said on Saturday that no amendments
had been added to the GCC plan.

Al-Zayani added during a press

conference shared with the United
Arab Emirates’ Minister of Financial
Affairs, Ubaid Hameed Al-Tayer,
that, “We have added some names of
persons who will sign the agreement,
which proposes a peaceful transfer of
power.”

He explained that communication
is still ongoing with all of Yemen’s
political parties, with the aim of rec-
onciling different ideas as to what the
signing procedure should look like.

Al-Zayani expressed his optimism
that President Saleh will sign the
agreement himself, in spite of the lat-
ter having previously refused to do
s0.

“I’m optimistic, for there are many
wise men from all of the parties within
Yemen,” said Al-Zayani. “If they ask
me to come to Yemen, [ will go.”

He went on to say that, “The gulf
countries are adherent to the GCC
initiative, as it is the ideal solution to
Yemen’s crisis and it will stop all Ye-
meni bloodshed.”

Al-Zayani added that the dispute
regarding signing procedures will be
discussed by the ministerial council of
the GCC, the Secretary-General of the
GCC and all Yemeni parties.
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Five killed, 81 injured in Taiz

By: Imad Al-Sakkaf

TAIZ, May 10 — Yemeni security forces
have opened fire on protesters outside
government buildings in of Taiz, report-
edly killing three persons and wounding
at least 10 others Wednesday morning
A medical official said the body of a
protester shot dead had been received
at the local hospital while dozens of in-
jured people had been admitted, among
them five with bullet wounds, one in a
serious condition, the AFP news agency
reported on Monday.

In the city of Taiz, traffic has been
paralyzed due to a large deployment
of security forces intended to disperse
teachers protesting in Jamal Street — a
vital thoroughfare close to the gover-
norate’s education office.

As the teachers demonstrated against
the recent reduction of their salaries,
security forces randomly fired live am-
munition and tear gas. This terrified
locals but failed to force the teach-
ers from the street. Indeed, dozens

of youth from Taiz’s Change Square
joined their protest and remain with the
teachers today.

A medical source at the Al-Safwa
Hospital told the Yemen Times that,
“Security forces have dealt brutally
with the protesters. They fired ammu-
nition randomly and this resulted in the
killing of five people. Among the dead
is Khaldoon Ahmed Rashid, the owner
of Ibn Khaldoon Bookshop, who was
shot with a bullet to his right side while
he was standing next to his shop at Al-
Masbah Roundabout.”

Around 81 people were injured by
live ammunition and 400 were suffo-
cated by the gas.

One eyewitness told the Yemen
Times that security forces fired bullets
into homes and parked cars, and pur-
sued the youth into the neighborhoods.

He added that security forces also
arrested some youth, took their mobile
phones and their pocket money, and
then released them.

Ra’fat Mahyoub, one of the protest-
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ing teachers, said, “We organized a
sit-in opposite the education office, in
protest against the massive reductions
in our salaries. [These reductions] are
illegal and have reduced our salaries by
80 percent, causing many of us to be
absent from our work.”

“We also implemented a strike last
month,” continued Mahyoub, “in re-
sponse to an invitation by the teachers’

syndicate to practice our constitutional
right. This kind of pressure by the re-
gime to force us from the squares will
only encourage us to stay until the re-
gime has been removed.”

A security source told the Yemen
Times that, “Teachers who belong to
the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) have
deliberately suspended education and
have thrust students into political dis-

putes.”

“We tried to forgive their absence in
March and we did not deduct anything
from their salaries, but after their con-
tinuing refusal to teach, the local au-
thorities took action by reducing their
salaries, so as to better serve education
in the governorate,” he added.

The source continued by saying that,
“The expression of one’s opinion and
protest should be done in a civilized
manner and not with road blocks or the
harming of public tranquility.”

He confirmed that, “Protesters forci-
bly prevented students from completing
their exams, closed commercial shops
and attacked stop owners. For that, the
security forces simply did their duty, to
protect peoples’ interests and prevent
protesters from resorting to chaos. We
have also only used tear gas.”

He indicated that, “Some elements
among the demonstrators are armed
and have fired live ammunition at the
soldiers, wounding 37 policemen.”

Political analysts have warned against

the regime’s statements about the exis-
tence of armed elements amongst the
protesting youth, as they may indicate
the authority’s intention of implement-
ing further crackdowns and directing
further violence against the protesters,
so as to pull the country into a civil
war.

Analysts also say that the regime has
benefitted from the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) initiative, which has
given it the chance to stay longer and
has made it stronger in the face of its
opponents.

Security forces also stormed the
teachers’ protest in Jamal Street at six
o’ clock on Monday morning.

They used tear gas, sewage water and
live ammunition to disperse the protest-
ers —resulting in a terrified public and a
stoppage of Taiz’s traffic.

In a massive response to the violence
directed against protesters, two sepa-
rate demonstrations marched through
Taiz on Monday, condemning the use
of force against civilians.

Hodeida protests escalate amidst police violence

By: Ali Saeed

HODEIDA, May 11 — According to lo-
cal sources, five people were injured in
Hodeida Tuesday morning by live am-
munition fired by police and plainclothes
security personnel. In addition, 45 people
were beaten with batons and over 500 were
suffocated by tear gas.

The violence — committed by security
forces against pro-democracy protesters
who continue to demand an end to Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh’s 33-year rule
— came after approximately 8,000 demon-
strators marched from Hodeida’s Change
Square to the main governorate building,
demanding that the city’s education of-
fice delay students’ exams until President
Saleh’s departure.

“When protesters reached the area of the
governorate building, the police and armed
men fired live ammunition and tear gas at
the protesters to disperse them,” said Yahya
Al-Qadi, an officer of the media committee
at Hodeida’s Change Square.

Al-Qadi explained that the protesters
also clashed with armed men who were

carrying batons.

Abdul Hafeedh Al-Hatami, a local re-
porter in Hodeida who has been covering
the city’s protests since the beginning of
February, said that, “This escalation in Ho-
deida accompanies countrywide pressure
by all protesters in all squares to acceler-
ate Saleh’s departure and to bring him to
justice.”

On Wednesday, most of the streets in
the city witnessed widespread civil dis-
obedience and many public officers in the
governorate were “empty of employees”,
according to Al-Hatami.

By marching from Hodeida’s Change
Square to the governorate’s public offices,
protesters succeeded in halting the city’s
traffic, which has already been crippled by
Yemen'’s ongoing fuel shortage.

This is not the first time that citizens in
Hodeida attempted to escalate their demon-
stration. On 15 April 2011, thousands of
angry protesters marched through the city’s
streets, removing posters of President Saleh
from shops and educational institutions.

“We want to cleanse the city of Saleh’s
posters because he is killing peaceful pro-

testers nationwide,” said Khaleel Hassan, a
university student who has been protesting
in Hodeida for over two months.

It is common to see different sizes of
posters bearing President Saleh’s image
in all Yemeni cities — posted on electrical
poles, hung atop government buildings or
within shops and banks.

In Sana’a, Taiz and Aden, one will nev-
er find posters of President Saleh where
pro-democracy protesters have gathered,
as they will have already been torn down
months ago.

Now, in Hodeida, the same thing is tak-
ing place as President Saleh’s posters are
being torn apart by protesters all across the
city.

According to Hassan, whenever the
young protesters tear down one of the pres-
ident’s posters, they chant, “Eliminate the
thug from our view!”

However, all escalation in Hodeida has
been accompanied by violence from secu-
rity forces and armed supporters of Presi-
dent Saleh.

On 18 April 2011, when protesters at-
tempted to remove one of President Saleh’s

posters from Hodeida’s Higher Health Sci-
ences Institute, security forces fired live
ammunition and one 10-year old demon-
strator was shot in the back.

Similarly, at 2:15am on 19 April 2011,
an unknown assailant fired three bullets
from the back of a motorcycle towards the
city’s Change Square, where some 15,000
protesters have settled. One man was shot
in the chest, bringing the number of pro-
test-related deaths in Hodeida up to three,
according to political activist Baseem Al-
Jinani.

Al-Jinani explained that the protests
in Hodeida started with just a few dozen
people and that in the beginning, they were
vulnerable to daily crackdowns by security
forces and thugs loyal to the ruling party.

However, Al-Jinani indicated that after
two protesters were killed in the city at
the beginning of April, the demonstrations
have gained momentum and have begun to
expand.

Hodeida governorate has a population
of approximately 2.5 million and is the
poorest region in the country, with a high
percentage of people living on less that one

Whenever protesters march out of the square, they are valunerable to violence by
the police to prevent them reach public institutions

US dollar per day.

Al-Jinani added that the area has tradi-
tionally been known as, “The governorate
in Yemen that is almost 100 percent loyal

to Saleh’s regime. But the Tunisian and
Egyptian revolutions have inspired people
to break their silence and to revolt against
their ruler.”

Yemen participates in UN conference development conference

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

ISTANBUL, May. 11 — The Fourth
United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries (LDCs) began last
Monday in Istanbul, Turkey, with the par-
ticipation of leaders of civil society orga-
nizations and political heads from 48 of
the world’s least developed countries

The conference aims to help the world’s
poorest countries by empowering them
to develop new economic strategies for
growth and development

The Yemen Times was invited to take
part in the conference.

Yemen, one of the world’s 48 least de-
veloped countries, lives in a critical and
difficult economic state due to political
unrest, civil disobedience and more than
three months of anti-government protests
demanding the ouster of president Saleh.

“It is time to change our mind-set re-
garding these poverty-stricken nations
and see them as lands of opportunity.
Investment in LDCs (least developed
countries) is an opportunity for economic
growth that can also bolster the global
economic recovery,” UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon told delegates to the

Fourth UN Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries.

“It can also help to relieve the world’s
most vulnerable people of the burdens of
poverty, hunger and needless disease,”
said Ban Ki-moon.

Encouraging delegates to deliver a new
ten-year program of action in their re-
spective countries, The Secretary-General
asked them to be ambitious and forward-
looking.

Leaders of the LDCs in Istanbul
stressed the need for measures to improve
productive capacity, including trade and
investment, domestic reform and interna-
tional aid.

Need for business engagement
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
stressed also last Monday the significance
of private sector engagement for develop-
ment when he launched the largest Private
Sector Track in UN conference.

Ban Ki-moon also indicated that there
is increased interest by the business com-
munity to join in public-private partner-
ships with the aim of reducing poverty
in the LDCs through investment in local
communities and job creation.

“What makes this decade’s conference
quite remarkable is the scale of partici-
pation of the business community,” said
Ban.

“The international community has
grown to recognize the important role the
private sector can and must play in sus-
tainable development.” He added.

“Governments must do everything
they can to stamp out corruption and pur-
sue peace,” he said. “Doing so will give
businesses the confidence to invest for the
long-term.”

Towards a world without LDCs

The Civil Society Forum’s global report
towards a world without LDCs, launched
at the UN Fourth LDC Conference in Is-
tanbul, recommended strengthening the
domestic economies of the LDCs partly
by giving democratic ownership and con-
trol of resources and sustainable extrac-
tion.

It recommended also taking bold steps
to solve the debt crisis, transform the in-
ternational financial system and improve
global governance.

The LDCs conference will end its
events and activities next Friday.

No factual evidence of Somali refugees participating in Yemeni protests

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, May 8 — The Somali am-
bassador to Sana’a, Mukhtar Moham-
med Hassan, told the Yemen Times that
injecting Somali refugees into Yemen’s
current political crisis would be both a
dangerous act of escalation and a vio-
lation of the refugees’ basic rights.

Some opposition sources have re-
cently claimed that Somali refugees are
being recruited by the government to
fight as mercenaries against the grow-
ing pro-democracy movement that is
demanding the resignation of President
Ali Abdullah Saleh.

“These areirresponsible allegations,”
said Ambassador Hassan. “These alle-
gations have been concocted by Islah
party members — especially by MP In-
saf Maio —and we don’t know why. As
far as we’re concerned, it’s just another
attempt at incrimination between the
opposition and the government.”

The ambassador said that he called
for an investigation after these alle-

gations had been made, but that they
could not be proven true.

The Yemen Times also recently
spoke with Maio. He said that he has
no factual evidence regarding Somali
refugees’ mobilization as mercenaries,
but that there have been some eyewit-
ness accounts of government officials
encouraging Somali “thugs”.

When asked what information he
had to conclude that these alleged of-
ficials were in fact encouraging thugs,
Maio was unable to respond.

“You should go and investigate it
yourself,” he said. “I have told you all
I know.”

Indeed, Maio was even unable to
prove that the alleged thugs were So-
mali.

Apresidential committee was formed
with the cooperation of the Red Cross
S0 as to investigate Maio’s claims.

Ambassador Hassan also insisted
that the Somali refugees who have
come to Yemen are seeking secu-
rity that they don’t have in their own

country. If refugees were interested in
participating in “terrorist movements”,
Ambassador Hassan said that, “There
are many parties in Somalia that are
willing to recruit them, so why would
they come to another country to seek
recruitment?”’

Mohammed Adam, chairman of the
Somali refugee community in Sana’a,
told the Yemen Times that a commit-
tee has been formed to raise awareness
regarding the dangers associated with
refugees participating in Yemen’s polit-
ical affairs. He said that information is
being broadcast via two London-based
Somali television channels, in the
hopes that the larger Somali diaspora
will encourage its brothers and sisters
in Yemen to refuse taking a position on
Yemen’s unrest and to avoid being near
any of the country’s sit-ins.

“We are guests in this country,” said
Adam. “We have to respect Yemeni af-
fairs and not interfere in any way. We
have to remain neutral.”

Adam also said that the Somali refu-

gees who do happen to live near the
capital’s various protest centers have
not faced any problems whatsoever.

Adam accused the opposition’s vari-
ous media outlets of lying about the
Somali refugee community so as to sell
more newspapers.

In addition, as Yemen continues to
weather its prolonged gas shortage,
Adam confirmed that Somali refugees
are facing just as much trouble as Ye-
menis themselves.

“It Yemenis buy gas as expensively
as we do, and if Yemenis cannot find
gas just as we cannot find gas, then it’s
the same with all of us. There is no
specific trouble that refugees in Yemen
face alone. Their suffering is the same
as everybody else’s, so we can’t com-
plain,” said Adam.

Mohammed Dorai’e, chairman of
the Somali refugee community in
Aden, said that in the Basateen Camp
alone, there are over 400,000 refugees.
Not one of them has been reported as
having participated in either the pro-

government or the pro-democracy pro-
tests.

“The only thing that has been report-
ed,” said Dorai’e, “is that some armed
people took over the Al-Mzare’e dis-
trict — which is close to our camp — and
some refugees were shot in the leg. We
never managed to find out who shot
them.”

He also said that the economic cri-
sis has affected Somali refugees just as
much as it has affected Yemenis.

“Just as Yemenis have lost their jobs,
Somali maids and car washers have
faced problems. There is no freedom
of movement [to and from their jobs],”
explained Dorai’e.

As for the gas shortage, Dorai’e in-
sisted that Somali refugees have suf-
fered even more than the average Ye-
meni, as they are living on far lower
incomes.

“If we can’t find gas, we use fire-
wood,” he said. “Although the local
council officer has supplied us with
enough gas to meet the needs of about

2,000 refugees.”

Due to Yemen’s political upheaval,
the activities of the UN High Commis-
sion for Refugees (UNHCR) have been
impacted. Counseling, monitoring and
the processing of asylum claims in
Aden all remain difficult due to ongo-
ing restrictions in movement.

Moreover, despite record numbers
of incoming refugees (estimated at
around 22,000 in March 2011 alone),
transporting new arrivals to and from
reception centers remains a significant
challenge.

In the north, UN agencies are lob-
bying for increased access and are dis-
cussing the modalities of food distribu-
tion, assistance and the protection of
internally displaced persons.

Due to a complete lack of access to
Mandaba at the northern tip of Sa’ada
governorate, UNHCR officials in Ri-
yadh were recently obliged to conduct
a visit via Saudi Arabia, so as to assess
and assist some 4,000 displaced Ye-
menis.
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Yemen, Saudi Arabia and US violate Yemeni human rights

By: Ali Saeed

recent report released

by the Yemeni Human

Rights Network has

confirmed that the Ye-

meni government, Sau-
di Arabia and the United States have
all committed human rights violations
while conducting Yemeni counterter-
rorism operations over the past two
years.

The report, which was distributed to
journalists and human rights activists
on 9 May 2011, explained that, “2009
and 2010 witnessed huge external in-
terventions in Yemen by the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and the USA, which
developed into direct military action
that killed Yemeni citizens, all under
the pretext of fighting Al-Qaeda and
curbing the Houthi movement.”

In November and December 2009,
the armed forces of Saudi Arabia
launched several air raids in Sa’ada
governorate against Houthi rebels.
According to the report, one of the
biggest raids, which took place on 13
December 2009, struck a public market
in Razeh district, killing 70 innocent
civilians.

Between the beginning of 2009 and
the end of 2010, various countries’
armed forces have killed more than
113 Yemeni civilians in operations
intended to target Al-Qaeda. The
most significant incident occurred in
Abyan’s Al-Ma’jalah district, where
41 civilians were killed, including 14
women and 21 children.

The report made clear that the Al-
Ma’jalah operation was carried out
by a US drone on 17 December 2009
and that, “The Yemeni authorities an-
nounced that the attack had targeted a
military training camp for terrorists.”

A subsequent parliamentary in-
quiry determined that the attack had
involved the launching of five cruise
missiles, and resulted in the killing of
14 members of the Al-Haidarah fam-
ily and 27 members of the Al-Anboor
family alone.

“The parliamentary inquiry said in

In November and December, Saudi Arabia involved in direct military air-
raids against Sa'ada in which dozens of civilians reported Kkilled, according

to the report.

its report that when it approached the
place of attack, it found all of the hous-
es burnt, along with the furniture,” said
the Yemeni Human Rights Network
report. “Nothing remained except the
victims’ blood, a number of holes left
by the strike and unexploded bombs.”
The Yemeni parliament later dis-
cussed the findings of its inquiry on
3 March 2010 and called upon the
government to open a judicial investi-
gation, so as to bring to justice those
who were responsible for the killing of
Al-Ma’jalah’s innocent civilians. Ac-
cording to the report, however, such an
investigation has yet to take place.

Arbitrary arrests and forced disap-
pearances

Two of the top human rights violations
that were detailed in the report are
forced disappearances and arbitrary ar-
rests. Three security bodies within Ye-
men are responsible for such violations
— the Yemeni intelligence service (also
known as National Security), Political
Security and the Yemeni police (also
known as the Central Security Forces).

All instances of forced disappear-
ance that were reported between 2009
and 2010 involved Yemeni citizens
who had been accused of supporting
or sympathizing with the southern
separatist movement or the Houthis in
Sa’ada governorate. Journalists report-
ing on these issues were also subject to
targeting.

According to the report, in all of the
aforementioned cases, “The Yemeni
government only recognizes the exis-
tence of victims long after their disap-
pearance.”

The report also noted that, “Ac-
curate statistics pertaining to forced
disappearances are still impossible [to
procure], as victims’ families often do
not report incidents to human rights or-
ganizations or the courts, for fear of the
security bodies and ignorance regard-
ing legal action that can be taken.”

Arbitrary arrests were also largely
confined to people who had — or were
thought to have had — links with the
southern separatist movement, the
Houthis or Al-Qaeda. One again, jour-
nalists reporting on this issues were

also subject to arrest.

Article 47 of the Yemeni constitution
stipulates that, “Any person temporar-
ily apprehended on suspicion of com-
mitting a crime shall be presented in
front of a court within a maximum of
24 hours from the time of his deten-
tion.”

The article also says that, “The judge
or public prosecutor shall inform the
detained individual of the reason for
his detention and questioning shall en-
able the accused to state his defense
and pleas or rebuttals. The court then
gives an order justifying the release
of the accused or extending his deten-
tion.”

“In all cases,” continues the consti-
tution, “the prosecutor is not entitled
to continue detention of the accused
individual for more than seven days,
except with a judicial order.”

However, the Yemen Human Rights
Network report says that, “All of these
guarantees are being case aside when it
comes to suspected persons or the re-
gime’s opponents.”

“Some of the arbitrary arrests are
being made without prior permission
from the prosecution,” continues the
report. “In other cases, the prosecutor
issues an order of arrest after a person
has already been in custody, with a fake
date of arrest attached to that order.”

The report then explains that in the
case of Al-Magqaleh, a Yemeni journal-
ist who was arrested for six months
because of his writings on the war in
Sa’ada between the Houthis and the
Yemeni government, “The attorney
general confirmed that there was no
order of arrest from the prosecution to
arrest the journalist Al-Maqaleh.”

“But Political Security denied that it
was detaining Al-Maqaleh,” explains
the report. “When they finally brought
him to court three months after his dis-
appearance, an order of arrest was in-
cluded in his file, marked with the date
16 September 2009 — one day ahead of
his disappearance. This means that the
order was extracted later.”

The Yemen Human Rights Network
indicated that the detention facilities in

which arbitrarily arrested people are
held are illegal and not compliant with
either national law nor the international
conventions that Yemen has signed.

“According to information reported
by people who were arrested, some de-
tention facilities were not even official,
as some detainees were confined in pri-
vate jails,” says the report.

“The journalist Al-Maqgaleh had
been disappeared for four months and
ten days to a house on the outskirts of a
village south of the capital Sana’a, in a
small 6-by-4 meter room with no win-
dows,” it continues.

Conclusion

The human rights report also tackled
the recent crackdowns on Yemen’s
protests and “peaceful assemblies”
by different bodies within the Yemeni
security apparatus. It explained how
activists and protesters were arrested,
as well as how, “Security forces have
been using force to disperse protesters
and end demonstrations.”

These pro-democracy protests are
part of a countrywide uprising calling
for the end of President Ali Abdullah
Saleh’s 33-year rule.

Mohammed Al-Magqtari, Executive
Officer of the Yemen Monitor for Hu-
man Rights — an NGO that contributed
to the human rights report — said on
Monday that, “Yemen nowadays is
experiencing difficult times. Because
of this, all human rights bodies should
work hard to protect and enforce hu-
man rights in the country.”

Ali Al-Dailami, the regular chairman
of the Yemen Human Rights Network,
stressed to the Yemen Times on Tues-
day that, “All of these violations will
be brought to the UN Human Rights
Commission in Geneva in the coming
weeks.”

As for the US and Saudi Arabia’s
human rights violations in Yemen, Al-
Dailami said that there is an ongoing
international campaign being led by
Amnesty International that is trying to
raise the issue with the UN.




4

12 May, 2011

Opinion

SKETCHED OPINION

By: Carlos Latuff

With Bin Laden’s death,
Yemen threat comes into focus

By: Brian Levin
For the Huffington Post

he stunning news that

Osama bin Laden has been

killed by American Navy

Seals in a daring attack in

Pakistan yesterday is a tre-
mendous blow to al Qaeda. The radical
movement he created, however, even
in a debilitated form, remains a serious
threat to Westerners around the world,
and to America in particular. The origi-
nal branch of al Qaeda will now most
likely be led by 59-year-old Egyptian
pediatrician Ayman al Zawahiri, who
combined his own organization, Egyp-
tian Islamic Jihad, with bin Laden’s
in 1998. In recent years Zawahiri was
much more prolific in released state-
ments, particularly videos, than was bin
Laden, who often was relegated to taped
voice messages.

More disturbing, however, is the
continued activity of one of al Qaeda’s
regional offshoots, Al Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), under
the stewardship of 40-year-old Anwar

al-Awlaki, the American-born radical
cleric operating out of the tribal region
of Yemen. While the tribal regions of
Pakistan and Afghanistan still produce
religious fighters, Yemen has in many
ways eclipsed the region in operational
importance.

Yemen, a country of 24 million on the
southern tip of the Arabian peninsula,
is bin Laden’s ancestral home and has
been a hotbed of Jihadist radicalism in
recent years. In 2000, 17 American sail-
ors were killed in the bombing of the
USS Cole while it was docked in Aden,
Yemen. The nation is in a state of flux
as a compromise to end the 33-year re-
gime of President Ali Abdullah Saleh,
an American ally appears to be near
collapse. Recent mass protests against
Saleh have caused the United States and
Saudi Arabia to push for a negotiated
settlement to end his rule, so as not to
create a vacuum that will allow AQAP
an opportunity to flourish in the midst
of political chaos. Just over the weekend
seven Yemeni troops were shot to death
as part of the continuing instability that
has gripped the small nation for the last

two months.

As American policymakers assess al
Qaeda’s next move to avenge the death
of its original spiritual leader, they are
very much keeping an eye on its newer
ones. Anwar al Awlaki’s operations
and the political situation in the na-
tion he currently resides in hiding is a
primary focus of counterterrorism ana-
lysts. Al Awlaki, who could never claim
the mantle as founder from bin Laden,
has nonetheless created the al Qaeda
branch with greatest operational capac-
ity against American interests. Al Aw-
laki’s knowledge of the United States,
his birth country and his command of
English has made him a sought-after in-
dividual for radicals, including alleged
Fort Hood shooter Nidal Hasan, would-
be Times Square bomber Faisal Shahzad
and “underwear bomber”Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab, who attempted to blow
up Northwest flight 253 on Christmas
2009. Al Awlaki is also being sought by
the United States who, like bin Laden,
has him on a kill list. This next operation
might very well be even more important
than the one that silenced bin Laden.

Different

By: Hanan Mohammed

very single organ in our
body stands for a great
message; heart stands for
love, eyes for a clear vi-
sion and hands which have
different fingers in length and size stand
for beauty. Here take a moment to me-
diate about the difference of the fingers
in one hand. If we suppose that they are
the same, they will be useless, ugly. So
the purpose of difference has wisdom
behind it but we don’t realize it. View-

fingers in

ing nicely, the people in this life have
different thoughts, ideas, concepts and
belief, and parties but we still have the
beauty of their differences. But, unfor-
tunately, these day s each one looks at
others as an enemy not only because
they are there a real enemy but they
have different thoughts. What happens
these days in Yemen is the best exam-
ple for this picture. The picture that is
drawn on the hatred, blood, and killing
represents horrible view for each Ye-
meni. Each one starts to hurt the other
in one society. They try to forget that

one hand

they are different fingers in one hand,
if we hurt one of the fingers, the whole
hand will feel pain.

Here, I would like to send a warm-
ly message with sadly tears , and
bloody heart to whisper into the all
Yemen’s ears quietly, lovely, stop, ...
stop... please .... love each other ,huge
each other, we are all Yemeni. What-
ever the fingers are different from each
other, but they still help each other,
love each other, feel the pain togeth-
er because they are in one hand ;my
beloved Yemen.

Inside the mind
of a Yemeni

en Ali, the
president of
Tunisia, has

By: Hesham Hussain
fled the coun-

B try.” Less than

a month later, “Mubarak of Egypt
forcibly stepped down.” What did just
happen? Presidents of two powerful
regimes that maintained control for
decades have all of the sudden evapo-
rated! Something that no one has even
thought of has just occurred.

Perhaps it was a dream? No, it is
real. Everyone is talking about it. The
world’s media outlets confirm that two
revolutions led by the people succeed-
ed in dissolving two aging regimes.
Well, I am here in Yemen; things are
different from Tunisia and Egypt. The
Yemeni government has not been re-
stricting the practicing of my religion,
like in Tunisia, and there is no emer-
gency law in place as it was in Egypt.
Poverty does exist, but it is a common
phenomenon in most of the world. Ye-
meni government is in a good standing
and the regime is good enough.

Wait a minute!

The regime is good enough? How is
that? The same person has been rul-
ing Yemen for over three decades with
full control and unlimited powers.
That alone makes the regime not good,
especially when the regime always
brags about implementing democracy,
ruling by the law, and following a le-
gitimate constitution. A side from all
of its flaws, the current constitution
has been amended many times just to
extend the presidency term. It would
have been better if President Ali Saleh
declared himself a king, and ended
this joke about democracy. This
would have saved a lot of money spent
on fabricated elections and empty pro-
paganda.

Majority of my friends and relatives
have now been rallying and demon-
strating in the streets, motivated by
the successful revolutions in Tunisia
and Egypt. Some of them have been
quite and not sure what to do. The rest
of them are standing on the side of the
regime and its head, Saleh. Listening
to both sides of the argument and lov-
ing each one of my friends and rela-
tives, I will have to take a stand and
determine which side I am in.

The regime opposing side argues
that under the management of the cur-
rent regime, Yemen has been known
for its corruption; poverty; dictator-

ship; instability; poor infrastructure;
depleting natural resources of gas, oil,
and water; high inflation rates; high
unemployment; weak education sys-
tem at all levels; impoverished human
development; gender discrimination
according to world standards; security
threat by al-Qaeda; secession move-
ment in the south; and a broken health
system. According to my humble ob-
servations, these are factual points that
certainly do exist. Even our national
soccer team is not doing well and is
the worse team in the region.

That’s it. I am against the regime
and I want positive change now. But,
wait! To be fair, I have to listen to the
other side’s argument then make a de-
cision. Okay, let’s see:

As the former regime of North Ye-
men, the current regime unified Ye-
men in 1990. Great, but the regime of
South Yemen back then should receive
some credit for that as well. The pre-
vious regime of the south gave up the
presidency seat, and handed over the
south’s natural resources for the sake
of a unified Yemen. Why doesn’t Saleh
give up the presidency seat for a better
Yemen now? The 1990 unity is ques-
tionable because a war erupted in 1994
with efforts to break unity. Add to that,
in the last few years, there have been
calls for secession of the south.

Hold on, let’s be fair and not try to
doubt the accomplishments of Saleh’s
regime. Let’s list Saleh’s accomplish-
ments:

e The current regime represented
by Saleh unified Yemen; constructed
bridges in the capital; paved roads con-
necting most of Yemen’s cities; rebuilt
the great dam of Mareb; built schools
everywhere; allowed for the establish-
ment of private universities; allowed
for the establishment of political par-
ties; allowed for the freedom of expres-
sion in criticizing the president and the
government; ended the disputes over
the boarders with neighboring coun-
tries; maintained good relations with
world powers; and maintained control
and stability over Yemen after a period
of chaos in the 70’s.

e Even though these were estab-
lished during Saleh’s reign, I can’t help
but question them. In regards to unifi-
cation, Yemen needs to be reunified to
dissolve all of the movements that are
taking place in the south, north, and
east. When it comes to the construc-
tion projects, most of them if not all,
have been funded by foreign countries
like the Gulf States, China, USA, and
European countries. The schools and

universities that were built are noth-
ing but a structure without a core.
Regarding the existence of political
parties, they are only part of the so-
called democratic system that Yemen
has. Concerning the freedom of ex-
pression, being able to talk and joke
about the president can change noth-
ing about the country’s poor condition.
Additionally, ending the disputes with
bordering nations is a must if they are
providing Yemen with financial aid.
The same goes for having good rela-
tions with world powers. Lastly, main-
taining a stable country is the most
basic duty of the president, there is
nothing special about it.

¢ Even if I take what Saleh estab-
lished as sound accomplishments, [
can’t praise someone or give credit to
a person who is just doing his job. He
has ruled for too long, and it is time for
him to go.

e Bottom line, this regime has ex-
pired. Add to all of his inadequate
management of the country, the vio-
lence that the peaceful demonstrators
have been confronted with. I really
don’t see why I shouldn’t be in the
change square. If I get injured by one
of the regime’s thugs, poisoned by the
security forces, or shot by a Republi-
can Guard sniper, I will at least feel at
ease that I stood up for the truth and
for my right.

e I am 42 years old and I graduated
from college with honors, but never had
a professional job. My father sold his
land to be able to afford the expenses
of my marriage. I live in my parents’
small house with my 6 siblings and my
3 children. I am a taxi driver in the day
time and waiter in a restaurant during
the evening. Life has been tough. I see
that the quality of education I used to
get back in the 80’s is stronger than
it is now. I have tried many times to
migrate to another country to earn a
living, but was unsuccessful. Recently,
my main goal has been trying to se-
cure a visa for my older son to migrate
to one of the Gulf States or America,
to a place where he can work and help
me with the financial burden I am car-
rying. My life revolves around one ob-
jective, being able to feed my family at
the end of the day.

¢ Oh Change Square of Sana’a, here
I come. Just like the rest of the Ye-
menis, [ will leave my weapon at home
and demonstrate peacefully until real
positive change happens. If I get shot,
then I have a least tried to secure a bet-
ter future for my children and the Ye-
meni people.

o Administrative skills;
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sections of the community.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Embassy of Italy in Sana’a informs that a selection procedure has been opened to recruit a

TRANSLATOR/INTERPRETER

Job aim: to support Embassy’s various activities, particularly in the Commercial field, providing timely and accurate
oral/written translation in the following languages: Italian/ Arabic/English

Essential competences and skills:

o Excellent written and oral communication skills in Italian, Arabic;
e Preferable good knowledge of English

e Flexibility and capacity to work in a dynamic environment;

e Ability to interact with people;

o Good knowledge of informatics’ main tools;
e Secondary school degree or higher;
e Yemeni citizenship or foreign nationality with at least 2 years of residence in permit.

Candidates can obtain a reference model for their application form contacting the Embassy of Italy in Sana’a. For
a detailed job description and any other inquiries please contact the Italian Embassy in Sana’a — Haddah Street 131

Closing for applications is within 15 days from the publication date.

The Italian Embassy in Sana’a is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and welcomes applications from all

Y
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Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton note ‘vigorous sisagreement’ over
human rights as China dialogue begins

By: Andrea Stone

For the Huffington Post
s the United States
opened two days of

talks with China Mon-

day, Vice President Joe

Biden lauded the grow-
ing political ties between the world’s
two largest economies but emphasized
that the Obama administration remains
deeply concerned about continuing hu-
man rights violations in China.

“We have vigorous disagreement in
the area of human rights,” Biden said
as the third annual U.S.-China Strate-
gic and Economic Dialogue got under-
way. “We have to be honest with each
other,” he added, noting the recent ar-
rests and disappearances of Chinese
journalists, human rights lawyers,

bloggers, writers and artists.

Biden allowed that many Chinese
people consider America’s preoccupa-
tion with human rights in their coun-
try to be an “intrusion” into internal
matters that “rankles” the country’s
leaders. Yet, he insisted, “no relation-
ship that’s real can be built on a false
foundation.”

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
also spoke out about the “candid dis-
cussions” she and other U.S. officials
intend to have over the next two days
about human rights, as Chinese Vice
Premier Wang Qishan and State Coun-
cilor Dai Bingguo looked on silently
from the stage of the Interior Depart-
ment auditorium.

As the officials spoke, about two
dozen protesters chanted “Shame on
China!” and held signs outside the

building that read “China -- Stop Mili-
tary Crackdown in Ngaba, Tibet!”

“We know over the long arc of his-
tory that societies that work toward re-
specting human rights are going to be
more prosperous, stable and success-
ful,” Clinton said. “That has certainly
been proven time and time again, but
most particularly in the last months™ as
calls for more freedom and democracy
have erupted across the Middle East.

Dai downplayed any friction, recall-
ing that this year marks the 40th an-
niversary of “Ping-Pong Diplomacy,”
and the start of improved U.S.-China
relations, which had been severed for
more than 20 years after the Commu-
nist takeover of China.

Advertisement
“I welcome more American friends to

visit China to see and feel for your-
selves the friendship of the Chinese
people and the importance of China-
U.S. relations,” he said through an
interpreter. “You may learn firsthand
the enormous progress China has made
on various fronts, including human
rights.”

But Jeffrey Bader, a China expert at
the Brookings Institution, said nervous-
ness over the Arab Spring uprisings
and fears of similar upheavals at home
have spurred recent crackdowns.

Despite recent discussions in which
U.S. officials “took a thoughtful ap-
proach of stressing issues of concern
to Chinese people and groups, miti-
gating the risks of appearing to be im-
posing U.S. customs and norms on a
suspicious China,” Bader expects few
concrete results to emerge from this

week’s summit.

“History encourages modest expec-
tations about the fruits of U.S.-China
dialogue on human rights,” he wrote.
“The Chinese see this as an issue to be
dealt with domestically and managed
internationally, not as one where they
need to accommodate foreign com-
plaints.”

This week’s talks are the result of an
agreement in 2009 between President
Barack Obama and Chinese President
Hu Jintao. More than a dozen U.S.
agency heads will meet with their Chi-
nese counterparts, including Treasury
Secretary Timothy Geithner, Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke,
Commerce Secretary Gary Locke, and
Labor Secretary Hilda Solis.

The summit also features the first
high-level military-to-military talks

between the two countries, with Chi-
na sending two top generals as well
as non-uniformed military leaders to
engage with their counterparts at the
Pentagon.

Obama is scheduled to meet with
leaders of the Chinese delegation later
Monday, when he is expected to raise
the subject of human rights and par-
ticular cases of activists being arrested
or disappearing.

But Douglas Paal, who directed
Asian Affairs on the National Security
Council staffs of Presidents Reagan
and George H. W. Bush and is now
Vice President for Studies at the Car-
negie Endowment for International
Peace, expects Chinese officials will
want to talk about other things.

“The Chinese will say we just dis-
cussed that, let’s move on,” he said.

Assad continues crackdowns on Syria protesters

yrian security forces arrested

hundreds of activists and an-

ti-government protesters in

house-to-house raids across

the country Monday, part of
an escalating government crackdown
aimed at stamping out a revolt engulf-
ing the country.

The government’s punishing response
triggered new international sanctions
Monday, as the European Union im-
posed an arms embargo. The measure,
which followed U.S. sanctions, also
prohibits 13 Syrian government offi-
cials from traveling anywhere in the 27-
nation EU and freezes their assets.

President Bashar Assad has dis-
patched army troops and tanks to crush
the seven-week uprising that has posed
the most serious challenge to his fam-
ily’s 40-year rule. Assad’s regime ap-
pears determined to crush the uprising
by force and intimidation, despite the
rapidly growing international outrage
and a death toll that has topped 630 ci-
vilians since the unrest began, accord-

ing to rights groups.

Monday’s arrests, which zeroed in
on the protests’ organizers and partici-
pants, were focused in four areas — the
central city of Homs, the coastal city of
Banias, some suburbs of the capital Da-
mascus and villages around the south-
ern flashpoint city of Daraa, said Rami
Abdul-Rahman, director of the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

He and other activists said the crackle
of gunfire could be heard in the Damas-
cus suburb of Maadamiyeh.

Activists said security forces rede-
ployed in the town Monday after a brief
withdrawal the day before, closing all
roads leading in.

The area, scene of large demonstra-
tions in past weeks, was without elec-
tricity, communication or water, the
activists said on condition of anonymity
for fear of reprisal. Residents also re-
ported house-to-house raids and arrests
and said several tanks were stationed in
the town.

By early afternoon, scores of women

were demonstrating in Banias, demand-
ing the release of hundreds of detained
men who were being held at the city’s
soccer stadium, Abdul-Rahman said.
He added that security officers prom-
ised the women that all men over the
age of 40 would be freed.

In an indication that the regime shows
no sign of folding, Assad was quoted as
saying in comments published Monday
that “the current crisis in Syria will be
overcome and that the process of admin-
istrative, political and media reforms
are continuing.” The report, in the pri-
vate daily Al-Watan, which is close to
the government, did not elaborate but
said Assad made the comments while
receiving a local delegation Sunday.

The European Union said Monday it
was banning the shipment to Syria of
“arms and equipment that could be used
for internal repression.”

In an attempt to increase the pressure
on Assad’s regime, the United States
has also imposed sanctions. Those pen-
alties target three senior Syrian officials

as well as Syria’s intelligence agency
and the Revolutionary Guard in Iran, a
key Syrian ally.

Abdul-Rahman said that more than
250 people had been arrests in Banias,
which home to one of Syria’s two oil re-
fineries. Special forces backed by tanks
entered the city Saturday.

Among those arrested was a lead-
ing organizer of the demonstrations,
along with his father and three broth-
ers. Security forces also detained Firas
Khaddam, nephew of former Vice Pres-
ident Abdul-Halim Khaddam, who has
been living in exile since he left Syria
in 2005 and called for the overthrow of
the regime, Abdul-Rahman said.

Meanwhile, the Al Baath newspaper
of Syria’s ruling Baath party said “cau-
tious calm” has been restored to Banias.
It said the showdown in the city “will
end within a few hours.” The Al-Watan
newspaper said Banias has been under
the full control of the Syrian army after
“fierce” battles with “armed terrorist”
groups. It said the groups used heavy

weapons and mortar rounds.

Syrian officials and state-run media
have tried to portray Banias as a hot-
bed of Islamic extremists to justify the
crackdown there. The state news agency
SANA said the army and security forces
were pursuing fugitives in Banias and
were able to arrest a large number of
them and confiscate their weapons.

SANA released photos showing dis-
plays of weapons it said were seized,
including shotguns, assault rifles, am-
munition, clubs, knives and nunchakus.

There has been no independent con-
firmation that protesters have armed
themselves or opened fire on security
forces.

A resident who fled Banias two days
ago told The Associated Press Monday
that among those detained were mosque
imams, the head of the municipality and
members of leading families in the city
such as Khaddam, al-Masri and Sahy-
ouni. He spoke condition of anonymity
for fear of government reprisals.

Monday’s raids come a day after

army backed by tanks moved into dif-
ferent areas in the country including the
central city of Homs, Syria’s largest,
and three villages near Daraa.

The unrest gripping Syria was trig-
gered by the arrests of teenagers caught
scrawling anti-government graffiti on
walls in Daraa, a southern city near the
border with Jordan. Despite boasts by
Assad that his nation was immune from
the kind of uprisings sweeping the Arab
world, protests against his rule quickly
spread across the country of 23 million
people.

Assad, who inherited power from
his father in 2000, has blamed “armed
thugs” and foreigners. The regime has
hit back at protesters with large-scale
military operations, including an 11-
day siege in Daraa that killed about 50
residents.

Syria has also banned foreign media
and restricted access for reporters to
many parts of the country, making it
difficult to independently confirm wit-
ness accounts of the violence.

Duration of work: 2 months

Specific Tasks

are well captured.

and needs.

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR CONSULTANCY WORK
External Vacancy No. 08/2011

Location: Sana’a with limited travel to emergency sites

UNICEF Yemen Country Office, Sana’a seeks highly qualified Yemeni candidates to conduct Nutrition
capacity mapping for the Nutrition Cluster partners.

The capacity mapping consultant will work with the Nutrition Cluster Coordinator and UNICEF Nutrition
Specialist to develop a comprehensive map of the existed capacity to deliver timely nutrition interventions
through undertaking the below main activities:

1. Review the existing contingency plans to ensure that both definition of risks and the planned responses

2. Map the existing nutrition capacity (government, UN, national and International NGOs) in terms of
who, what, where, and how and develop a comparison matrix to identify geographic and thematic gaps

3. Map the current technical capacity of individuals working in nutrition in relation to activities and in-
terventions and identification of their training needs in terms of technical capacity to deliver emergency
humanitarian and coordination responses; this will help in development of a detailed and a comprehen-
sive capacity development plan.

4. Review nutrition cluster partners’ preparedness and scale-up plans to assess their capacities to respond,
implement and outlining what institutional and/ or individual capacities should be filled.

5. Adapt the already existing general nutrition capacity mapping template to the national specificities. The
new template will capture details on:
a. The 3 Ws, mapping of agencies’ capacities to undertake nutrition assessment, prevention and man-

agement of malnutrition including micronutrient deficiencies disorders/ diseases; this will include:
field operations and geographic coverage, their specific interventions and the estimated caseloads, the
potential to expand, operational plans for 2011 and institutional long term planning capacity.

b. The existing strategic plans by partners, government, and the nutrition cluster to scale-up capacity
development activities, which actors have plans in place, details on how, when, how long, additional
vs. available resources, institutional capacity and potentials for resources mobilization.

c. The existing preparedness and contingency plans and structures in place for further improvement in
terms of streamlining cross-sectoral issues, addressing quality control of services and leveraging.

d. Mapping in-country technical capacity, both in terms of technical skills and knowledge gaps as well
as the existing capacity for in- service and pre- service training opportunities.

e. Introducing emergency concepts and importance of preparedness, capacity mapping and possible
scenarios to all nutrition stakeholders involved in coordination and implementation of intersectoral
activities. (Through attending various national forums at national level or by facilitating specific
meetings to address this purpose).

f. Facilitate consultative review of the capacity mapping tool with nutrition stakeholders.

g. Sharing capacity mapping questionnaires, accompanied by the necessary guidance (partners should
be given at least one week to fill in the required info.).

h. Collect existing contingency and preparedness plans from various agencies and cluster partners.

i. Based on the generated information; consultant to develop a country level capacity profiles detailing
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geographic, strategic, institutional and individual capacity gaps, as well as the available in-country
resources to meet these gaps in addition to identifying the gaps that will require external support.

Expected background and Experience

To achieve these objectives; the capacity mapping consultant needs to be able to work with a broad range
of people and agencies. Fundamental skills: the ability to gather, consolidate, and share information in a
way that is easily understood by cluster members and other stakeholders. The consultant should also have
the ability to present ideas through graphic means, maps as well as tables and charts in addition to technical

writing skills.

Education and qualifications

Postgraduate degree in nutrition and / or public health degree.

Professional experience

e Atleast 10 years’ experience in field work and coordination with international agencies and organisation
in the field of nutrition in emergencies which should include experience in surveys and data analysis

e Knowledge of the UN system and NGO humanitarian community and cluster approach.

e Knowledge of main nutrition guidelines and practices is necessary (assessment, treatment, monitoring

and prevention).

e Experience in information management and knowledge management.
e Experience in humanitarian needs assessments, surveys, monitoring and evaluation.

e Proven statistical and analytic skills.

Managerial and Coordination Skills

¢  Good communication and interpersonal skills.

e Must be able to work with many different functions from high level decision makers to technical spe-

cialists to nutrition experts and program managers.

e Able to manage and work in or with a multidisciplinary team of nutrition practitioners.

e Good written and oral presentation skills in Arabic and in English.

Technical Skills

*  Good understanding of nutrition programming in general and emergency nutrition response through
GNC mechanism in particular.

e Strong knowledge of databases, software and reporting tools.

e Understanding GIS, map generating processes and ability to collect and organize data.
e Ability to present information in understandable tables, charts and graphs.

e Data analysis and report writing skills are critical.

If you meet the requirements stated above, please write in confidence enclosing comprehensive curriculum
vitae, duly completed United Nations Personal History form (which can be downloaded from www.unicef.
org/employ) stating telephone number, email address and detailed contact address quoting the vacancy

number to: yemenhr@unicef.org not later than 10 days from the date of this publication.
For additional information on UNICEF, please visit our website: www.unicef.org

UNICEF, a smoke-free environment, is an equal opportunity employer. Qualified females are encouraged

to apply. Only short listed candidates will be contacted.
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This weekly column disseminates health information to readers in Yemen
and beyond. Dr. Siva currently works at Aden Refinery Company Hospital.
Lifestyle, diseases and cancer prevention are his special interests.
Complementary medicine and naturopathy are his passions.

By: Dr. Siva

Diabetic‘) “Low density cholesterol is the because the blockage is episode, and second, how to treat
J cholesterol which blocks the arteries. cleared before the brain the cause and prevent future strokes.

O According to the study, the intake of suffers serious, perma-
Forget pllls 9 almonds t%ad a signiﬁcz}i]nt effect on re- nent damage. BlIl)t even 1. Causes of the TIA.Whether
ducing the levels, along with improv- though the symptoms a patient goes to the emer-
pOp almonds ing irglsulin sensitivity%” said Igaren don’% linger},, psome gency room or schedules an
Lapsley, chief scientific officer of the brain injury may have appointment after the TIA,
As India grapples with a major pub- Almond Board of California, which occurred. When a per- the doctor will probably do
lic health problem, being home to was an associate in the study. son has multiple small one or more of the following:
an estimated 50.8 million diabetic “It’s also very easy to consume, strokes, the damage Check the patient’s blood
population, the largest in the world, one can have it any time, so it merges may add up to vascular pressure  to make  sure
experts say “consuming a few al- well with the hectic lifestyle,” Lapsley dementia; a progres- it’s  within normal range
monds daily can help combat the said. sive loss of memory, Order a carotid ultra-
lifestyle disease.” Gupta, however, adds that indiscreet judgment, and the abil- sound to see whether the
consumption of almonds alone will ity to think and com- carotid artery is blocked
‘ ‘ ating  almonds not help and it should be seen as a per- municate. That’s why Test for atrial fibrillation, a
has a positive ef- centage of total calorie intakes. loss). it’s so important that condition that can cause blood
fect on reducing “It is not that one can eat anything TIAs be taken seriously and treated clots to form in the heart
low density cho- and pop five almonds. It has to be seen =~ What is a TIA? appropriately. Schedule a CT or MRI scan
lesterol and also as a percentage of total calorie intakes. A transient ischemic attack (TIA) also The symptoms of TIA and isch- to look for brain injury
improves insulin sensitivity; so it  (India). The rest of the diet is as important,”  called a “ministroke” is a brief episode  emic stroke are the same. As with a Check for heart disease

does help in pushing diabetes away,”
says Ritesh Gupta, head of clinical op-
eration at Fortis C-Doc Hospital.

“It is a healthy source of fiber, pro-
tein and calories and has been found to
have a positive effect in reducing bad
cholesterol and improved insulin sen-
sitivity,” Gupta told.

Diabetes is caused when there is
deficiency of insulin hormone, which
controls blood sugar level. Its symp-
toms include fatigue, excessive thirst
and frequent urination.

“With an estimated 50.8 million peo-
ple living with the disease, India has
the world’s largest population of dia-
betics in the world, followed by Chi-
na with 43.2 million,” says the World
Health Organization (WHO).

The number in India is expected to
2o up to 87 million - 8.4 per cent of the
country’s adult population - by 2030.

With India staring at a major public
health threat due to diabetes and other
lifestyle diseases, almond is now being
hailed as the health nut.

“Indians are more prone to lifestyle
diseases like diabetes. The increas-
ingly sedentary lifestyle and fast food
double up the risk. Almond, which has
traditionally been part of our diet, is
a high source of nutrition and helps
push these diseases away,” says Anoop
Misra, director of Diabetes Foundation

“A handful of almonds contain 164
calories and 7 gm of protein, which
helps in fighting hunger pangs and
helps you control what you eat. Al-
monds also help growing children in
developing strong bones,” he adds.

A study done by scholars from the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey, West Chester Univer-
sity, Pennsylvania, and Loma Lin-
da University of California, all in the
US, and published in the Journal of the
American College of Nutrition also
confirms that the nut can control dia-
betes if consumed regularly.

“A diet consisting of 20 per cent of
calories as almonds over a 16-week
period is effective in improving mark-
ers of insulin sensitivity and yields
clinically significant improvements in
LDL-C (low density lipoprotein cho-
lesterol) in adults with pre-diabetes,”
the study said.

“We have made great strides in
chronic disease research, from evi-
dence of effective treatment to evi-
dence of effective prevention,” said
Michelle Wien, assistant research pro-
fessor in nutrition at Loma Linda Uni-
versity’s School of Public Health.

She was also the principal investiga-
tor for the study, which was conducted
at the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey.

he added.

TIA: A wake-up
call for a Stroke
on the Horizon

ast week, my friend Fa-

rooq brought to my clinic

Mr.Mohsen, who is a re-

tired employee in my orga-

nization. Mohsen has high
blood pressure for which he is under
medication. On that day, his daughter
found him lying unconsciously in the
bath room. He had his normal rou-
tine and had no problem whatsoever.
He recovered spontaneously, after ten
minutes.

Mohsen came walking to me rec-
ognized me. He said, he did not re-
member anything which happened im-
mediately after he recovered but later,
everything became clear. To me, he
looked confused. He did not show any
signs of serious problem. I concluded
that he had a Transient Ischemic At-
tack (TIA).

A CT scan of the brain revealed a
few infarcts (cell death due to oxygen

of stroke symptoms. Unlike an actual
stroke, a TTIA doesn’t result in serious
brain damage and the symptoms clear
up completely. The official definition
of a TIA is an episode of stroke symp-
toms that disappear within 24 hours,
but most last for less than ten minutes.

If your family member is at risk for
a stroke, it’s important to watch out
for the symptoms of a stroke or TIA.
Although it may be tempting to ignore
a TIA once the symptoms disappear,
the attack is a warning sign that a full-
blown stroke may be on the horizon.
In fact, one out of three people who
experience a TIA will go on to have an
actual stroke.

Ischemic strokes and TIAs occur
when a blood vessel carrying blood
to the brain becomes blocked, causing
the blood flow to a particular area to
slow or stop. This usually happens in
one of three ways:

e A blood clot forms in a blood
vessel in the brain and blocks the
vessel.

e A blood clot that formed else-
where in the body breaks loose
and travels to the brain, blocking
a vessel.

* A major artery carrying blood to
the brain, such as a carotid artery,
becomes blocked.

In a TIA, the symptoms disappear

stroke, the symptoms depend on the

area of the brain affected. Your fam-

ily member probably won’t experi-
ence all of the symptoms associated

with a TIA. And even if she had a

TIA or stroke earlier, a second TIA

might not cause the same symptoms.

Here’s a list of the warning signs of a

TIA or ischemic stroke.

e Sudden numbness or weakness of
the face, arm, or leg -- especially
on one side of the body

o Sudden confusion, trouble speak-
ing or understanding

*  Sudden trouble seeing in one or
both eyes

e Sudden difficulty walking, loss of
balance or coordination, dizziness

Make a note of the exact time when
the symptoms began. This information
can be extremely helpful to the treat-
ing doctor.

The symptoms of TIA and ischemic
stroke are the same. As with a stroke,
the symptoms depend on the area of
the brain affected. Your family mem-
ber probably won’t experience all of
the symptoms associated with a TIA.

And even if she had a TIA or stroke
earlier, a second TIA might not cause
the same symptoms.

The doctor will focus on two sepa-

rate issues: First, what caused the

Check blood pressure and cho-
lesterol levels

2. Treatment of the cause and
prevention of future strokes.
The type of treatment the doc-
tor recommends will depend
on the cause of the TIA. The
doctor may prescribe medica-
tion to control blood pressure,
lower cholesterol, or slow
blood clotting. If tests reveal a
blockage in the carotid artery,
your friend or family member
may need to undergo a pro-
cedure to remove the block-
age or increase blood flow.

Regardless of how the TIA is treat-
ed, the patient will need to take steps
to prevent a future stroke. The doctor
will help you and her come up with a
plan to reduce the risk. We will know
about other practical tips in the forth-
coming issue of ‘Yemen Times’.

Although the possibility of a stroke
may leave you feeling overwhelmed
and frightened, there’s actually a
bright side: You and your family mem-
ber have been given the gift of a wake-
up call. By seeking medical advice,
getting the appropriate treatment, and
making lifestyle changes, your family
member may be able to avoid a seri-
ous stroke.

MR. ESAM AHMED AL-SAKKAF
GENERAL MANAGER
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have lost their American
passports and urge any-
body finds them to call
711331050 or deliver the
passports to the US em-
bassy
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Chipping away at the gender barrier
one piece at a time

A recent survey among Yemeni university students showed that perceptions of women and men’s roles and
rights has changed considerably in favor of gender equality although much is yet to be improved.

By: The Yemen Times Staff

round six hundred uni-

versity students between

16 and 34 mostly in their

early twenties and half

of which were women
were asked 134 questions to compare
their gender perceptions.

The questions were about education,
gender roles, culture, leisure, fam-
ily, health, career and ambitions. The
study called “Fair Share in Yemen”
supported by the OPEC Fund for Inter-
national Development in cooperation
with Women Without Boarders orga-
nizaion.

The results of the survey demon-
strate that although the gender gap in
education is narrowing, this cultural
norm remains dominant, even in the
more educated segments of Yemeni
society.

Some results of the survey show
the female respondents report more
strongly that they feel high expecta-
tions to succeed, possibly reflecting the
fragility of their opportunity to study at
the university level, which is not per-
mitted to most Yemeni women.

Meanwhile, the male respondents re-
veal a stronger desire than their female
counterparts to continue their studies
and to travel abroad for studies, reflect-

100
90
80 69
70 61 62 61
60 25 %8 54 i
50 45 45
39 40
40 3 3%
30
2 1719 44
10
0 )
X g
0{\\3«\\ 6*\\‘\\ 0“(\@ & 0\@\6 \\\Q'Qb
S & &
> ® & S & ~
Q;\%o Q\ &K < ¢ '\\(ﬁ ‘1;\@
}Q ‘§\Q§\ 6\?; \$Q0 %0
¥ & < \
& & <
>
®
Total Male 7 Female #
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ing the ease with which men can ma-
neuver and the limited space available
to women.

When it comes to reading materials,
the study shows that Yemeni men are
also more interested in politics, an area
from which society has effectively ex-
cluded nearly all women. While women
prefer to read crime thrillers, men read
newspapers because they are engaged
in politics and the public sphere. Men
spend their free time on predominately
public activities like meeting friends in
public places or going to internet cafes,
while women are confined to domes-
tic pursuits like watching television,
spending time with their families, chat-
ting on their mobiles, and sleeping.

The IFES/IWPR survey reports that
young people generally consider their
homes depressing, so females con-
strained to these quarters for most of
the day and night use technology to es-
cape or simply succumb to sleep. The
report also notes that Yemeni youth de-
vote their leisure time to socializing in
qat sessions, which the respondents to
our survey do not mention.

The survey responses indicate that
most of the female respondents, de-
spite unusual access

to education, come from families
with traditional Yemeni values.

They are more concerned than their
male counterparts with their families’
wishes and they agree more that family
plays a strong role in their decisions.
These tendencies are not surprising,
given the protective role that families
and especially male relatives play in
the lives of female family members.

Nonetheless, it is encouraging that
many of the women who responded
to our survey expressed a desire to
achieve more independence and open-
ness in their lives and more control
over their decisions.

A solid majority of women report
that they study at the university be-
cause their parents expect them to (the
same goes for men) and more women
than men reveal that their parents chose
their major for them.

However, a majority of women also
see their education as a path to inde-
pendence. On questions of gender
equality, they hold more liberal views
than their male counterparts, reporting
high accordance with statements such
as, “Men and women should be equally
educated on their rights,” “I am happy
that more girls attend university,” “We
need progressive men” and “Only men
and women together can make positive
changes.”

The female respondents also look for
role models in different people than the
males. In the category of people known
personally, men look up to their fathers
more than anyone else, but women
look up to their teachers.

This difference in choice of role
models reflects a deeper divergence
about the values and qualities that men
and women aspire to. It may also ex-
plain why more men than women want
to raise their children the way they
were raised, and more women than
men prefer to raise their children dif-
ferently than the way they were raised.

Finally, this study reveals the vital
role that young men can play in ad-
vancing progressive ideas such as gen-

der equality. Yemen’s traditional, male-
dominated society empowers men over
women and creates the moral frame-
work to justify that supremacy. It is no
surprise then that the male respondents
hold more conservative views on near-
ly all the statements regarding gender
in our survey.

Over half of the male respondents
feel that allowing women to work un-
dermines their religious practices, and
significantly fewer men than women
think that women need to be more vis-
ible in politics and government.

However, a majority of both men
and women see changing gender roles
as an opportunity (52,2% of males,
68,7% of females) and part of a new
wave of Arab modernization (53,7% of
males, 61,6% of females).

The respondents also present pro-
gressive and tolerant views on cultural
issues. They desire to connect with
young people in the West and they
reject the positions that their culture
should not change and that uneducated
men have more power than educated
women.

Though women are clearly out ahead
of men on these issues, it is encourag-
ing that there is majority support among
the men. The topic of family planning
may be particularly instructive in un-
derstanding this dynamic. Women pre-
fer to have fewer children and an equal
number of boys and girls, while men
prefer more children and more boys.

High birth rates and gender prefer-
ence in favor of boys are major chal-
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CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

e Power and desalination plants.

e Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

e Air purification for industry

6 Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

e Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
e High quality buildi
@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

& sports ¢

systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

lenges in developing countries like
Yemen which the international devel-
opment sector seeks to combat. These
lessons seem to have reached many
women but many fewer men.

It is likely that society as a whole is

moving towards a more progressive un-
derstanding of gender roles, but more
attention in gender-focused develop-
ment initiatives should be paid to men,
the fifty percent of the population that
traditionally holds most of the power.
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Education is a means to achieve...(#)
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