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Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Feb. 12—President Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi is expected 
to announce names of representa-
tives for the Constitutional Draft-
ing Technical Committee either 
this week or early next week, ac-
cording to Yasser Al-Ruaini, the 
deputy secretary general of the 
now-concluded National Dialogue 
Conference (NDC). 

Al-Ruaini told the Yemen Times 
that once the committee is formed, 
it will begin drafting Yemen’s new 
constitution according to the time-
table outlined in the NDC Out-
comes Document. 

According to the document, the 
new constitution should be com-
pleted and put to referendum by 
January 2015.  

Judge Abdulmonam Al-Eryani, 
the head of the media and electoral 
awareness sector for the Supreme 
Commission for Elections and Ref-
erendum (SCER), said SCER is still 
waiting for the drafting committee 
to be established before moving 
ahead with their planning.

“A referendum for the new con-

stitution will take place using the 
new electronic electoral system if 
it is ready in time,” Al-Eryani said. 
“If not, we will use the old electoral 
register.”

SCER has been working to pre-
pare the new electronic electoral 
system ever since the Joint Meet-
ing Parties (JMP) and the General 
People’s Congress (GPC) agreed 
last year to replace the old electoral 
register.

The new electronic system is ex-
pected to do away with many of the 
problems with manual voter reg-
istration, including forged names 
and data,  Al-Eryani said.

The NDC’s State Building Work-
ing Group decided in August that  a 
committee comprised of between 
31 and 51 members would be 
tasked with drafting the constitu-
tion in compliance with the NDC’s 
outcomes. 

Before the constitution is put to a 
referendum, it will also have to be 
approved by President Hadi. 

Members of the constitutional 
committee should be Yemeni na-
tionals with a college degree in 
the	
�
    field	
�
    of	
�
    law,	
�
    political	
�
    science	
�
    or	
�
    

humanities with a minimum of 10-
years	
�
     of	
�
     experience	
�
     in	
�
     their	
�
     field.	
�
    
Members must also past a char-
acter test, according to guidelines 
that were set by the NDC. 

Many believe the Southern gov-
ernorates may pose the biggest 
threat to the approval of the con-
stitution. 

In February of 2011, when Presi-
dent Hadi was elected in a one-
candidate referendum, armed 
Southerners attacked electoral 
committee centers in Aden, Al-
Dhale and Lahj governorates, shut-
ting down the facilities.

Adel Al-Sharjabi, a sociology pro-
fessor at Sana’a University, expects 
the drafting of the constitution to 
go smoothly but the referendum to 

face speed bumps. 
“I expect that a Southern Move-

ment faction will reject holding a 
referendum because it refused the 
NDC outcomes,” he said.  

Balqis Al-Lahbi, a rights activist 
and former NDC member, doubts 
the Drafting Committee will be 
comprised of 30 percent women, 
which was a stipulated quota put 
forth by the NDC.  

Out of 22 members, there were 
only two women in the Regions 
Defining	
�
     Committee,	
�
     though	
�
     po-
litical components agreed on a 30 
percent quota for women in any 
government formation.  

“If there is no international pres-
sure, this quota will only be words 
[on paper],” Al-Lahbi said. 

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 12—Yemen’s military 
forces began on Tuesday to deploy 
to areas and checkpoints previously 
controlled by pro-Houthi tribesmen 
and their opponents in Arhab dis-
trict near Sana’a, 
according to the 
state-run Saba 
News Agency. 

After about 45 
days of bloody 
clashes, the two 
warring parties 
signed a cease-
fire	
�
     agreement	
�
    
on Saturday in 
the presence of 
a Presidential 
Committee as-
signed to resolve 
the	
�
    conflict.	
�
    

Both sides 
agreed to end 
clashes and to 
remove	
�
     unoffi-
cial checkpoints 
and barricades 
from the Sana’a-

Sa’ada road. 
According to local reports, the 

Presidential Committee in Arhab 
is currently supervising the imple-
mentation of the agreement.

Mabrook Qosaila, an anti-Houthi 
figure	
�
     in	
�
     Arhab,	
�
     told	
�
     the	
�
     Yemen	
�
    

Times that 
they began to 
implement the 
agreement af-
ter sheikhs rep-
resenting both 
parties signed 
the document on 
Saturday. 

“The tribal 
fighters	
�
     have	
�
    
been replaced 
with soldiers 
from Brigade 62, 
which was posi-
tioned in the Al-
Sama area near 
Arhab,” Qosaila 
said.

The two par-
ties, on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 
evacuated 24 

locations that they had occupied 
during the clashes, according to 
Qosaila. 

“Sporadic shooting is still under-
way in the area but all-out clashes 
have stopped completely between 
the two parties,” said Qosaila. “The 
Sana’a-Sa’ada road now is clear af-
ter one Houthi checkpoint and two 
manned by the other party were re-
moved.” 

Although the truce called for 
the release of all hostages, dozens 
are still being held captive on both 
sides, including Sheikh Ahmed Al-
Essami—who was captured by the 
Houthis.

The clashes between Arhab tribes-
men and the Houthis has forced 
residents	
�
    to	
�
    flee	
�
    the	
�
    area.	
�
    	
�
    

Sheikh Abduljaleel Sinan told 

the Yemen Times that, “the situa-
tion is stable in the area, and people 
feel secure now. Hundreds of dis-
placed people returned to Arhab 
this week.”

Sinan said the clashes stopped 
after the sheikhs who signed the 
agreement pledged to compensate 
locals affected by clashes.

Abdulqader Hilal, the mayor of 
Sana’a and a member of the Presi-
dential Committee, posted on his 
Facebook page on Wednesday that, 
“The situation in Arhab is calm and 
stable.”

The clashes between the tribes-
men of Arhab and the Houthis began 
in early January after Arhab tribes-
men blocked the Sana’a-Sa’ada road 
in reaction to the siege imposed by 
the Houthis on Dammaj.

Constitutional Drafting Committee to be 
established in coming days

Military to deploy
in Arhab

“Although 
the truce 
mentioned 
the release of 
all hostages 
by both sides, 
dozens are 
still being 
held captive.”

Hundreds of thousands of Yemenis took to the streets on Tuesday to commemorate the 3rd year anniversary of Yemen’s Arab 

Spring. Injured youth, the families of those who died during the uprising, and Nobel Prize laureate Tawakkol Karman amongst 

those gathered. Karman called for disarmament of all armed groups in the country over a period of six months, as well as for 

more support for injured youth from the uprising. See more on Page 2. Photo by Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki
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Emphasis was on inde-

pendence of groups

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 9—Roughly 150 civil 
society	
�
     organizations	
�
     from	
�
     five	
�
    
governorates signed a code of con-
duct to regulate their work. This 
took place during a conference 
held last week and was organized 
by the Humanitarian Forum Ye-

men a local non-government orga-
nization.  

Civil society organizations are 
non-government organizations 
that aim to serve the public.

Singed by civil society organiza-
tions in Sana’a, Hadramout, Ho-
deida, Taiz and Aden, the code of 
conduct stressed the importance 
of these organizations’ indepen-
dence from political parties or 
tribal groups.  

There are about 12,000 civil 
society organizations around the 
country.	
�
    8,000	
�
    are	
�
    officially	
�
    regis-

tered at the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs and Labor, according to the 
forum. 

Jameel Al-Sabaei, a member of 
the General Youth Union-Yemen 
and one of the code of conduct sig-
natories, said, “the civil society or-
ganizations which signed this code 
of conduct are committed to abide 
by it.So far, only 150 organizations 
signed this code of conduct, and 
there are no obligatory procedures 
to implement it. All regulations 
rely on [honor code].” 

Rawhi Afahgani, a represen-

tative of the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP), 
said during the conference that 
there was room for improvement 
for both government institutions 
and civil society organizations. 
Afahgani said the government was 
not dealing transparently with the 
civil society organizations. 

The government signed a coop-
eration document with civil soci-
ety organizations in September, 
a move that Afahgani counted as 
positive progress between the two 
sides. 

Story and photo by

Ali Ibrahim AL-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 12—Hundres of 
thousands of Yemenis on Tuesday 
celebrated the third anniversary of 
the 2011 uprising that led former 
President Ali Abdulla Saleh to step 
down.  

Yemenis gathered at squares in 
governorates around the country. 
Tens of thousands gathered on Al-
Siteen Street in the capital, Sana’a. 
The Supreme Coordinating Com-
mittee of the Youth Revolution or-
ganized a festival to mark the occa-
sion. 

Those who participated in the 
uprising, including the injured 
and the families of those who were 
killed, took part. They called on the 
government to release the youth of 
the uprising who were still being 
detained, and to provide appropri-
ate and adequate medical treatment 
for the injured as soon as possible. 
Jamal	
�
    Al-­Dhafiri,	
�
    the	
�
    deputy	
�
    head	
�
    

of the General Council of Revolu-
tionary Detainees, read a letter that 
was written by Ibrahim Al-Hamadi, 
one of the detainees. Al-Hamadi 
said he and his companions were 
reliving the hardships of the upris-
ing every day. They went a hunger 
strike on Feb. 1 and say they will 
continue until they are set free.

Tawakkol Karman, the Nobel 

Peace laureate, delivered a speech 
to the crowd. 

“We should transfer the power 
of armed groups to the govern-
ment. The government should be 
strong so that the guilty cannot es-

cape punishment. The government 
[should be strong so that it is] re-
spected.” 

Karman called for disarmament 
of all the armed groups in the coun-
try over a period of six months. She 

also called for the issuing of a de-
cree to restore looted public funds 
and	
�
    a	
�
    decree	
�
    to	
�
    finalize	
�
    the	
�
    military	
�
    
restructuring stipulated in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council Initiative. 

Fuad Al-Himairi, a member of 

the Youth Revolution Organizing 
Committee, delivered a speech in-
sisting that the revolution contin-
ues. Before ending the festival, the 
committee released a statement, 
saying, “The most important phase 
of the revolution is building state 
institutions that are capable of 
guaranteeing freedom and dignity 
as well as having comprehensive 
and sustainable development.”

Taiz and Ibb governorates also 
witnessed celebratory crowds. In 
Taiz, a car was given to one of the 
demonstrators who had been in-
jured during the uprising as a trib-
ute to his struggle. 
Karman	
�
    led	
�
    a	
�
    march	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    office	
�
    

of the attorney general on Tuesday, 

where she and the youth called for 
his resignation, demanding he be  
replaced by  someone with “more 
integrity.”

The Houthis and the Revolution 
Salvation Front—headed by Ahmed 
Saif Hashid, a member of parlia-
ment—organized another march. 
That march called for the consen-
sus government to be removed and 
to	
�
    be	
�
    replaced	
�
    with	
�
    a	
�
    more	
�
    efficient	
�
    
government. 

A third march was organized by 
those injured during the uprising. 
They marched to the Cabinet, call-
ing for immediate medical treat-
ment as well as government sup-
port of the families of those who 
died during the 2011 uprising.

Houthis call the set-up a 

recipe	
�
    for	
�
    more	
�
    conflict

Ali Saeed

SANA'A, Feb 12- The Yemeni Social-
ist Party [YSP] and Ansar Allah—
the political wing of the Houthis,  
voiced their objection to Yemen’s 
new six-region set-up on Tuesday 
which was approved by the Regions 
Defining	
�
    Committee	
�
    on	
�
    Monday.
The	
�
    political	
�
    office	
�
     	
�
    and	
�
    the	
�
    gen-

eral secretary  of the YSP said in a 
statement published on Tuesday 
that the map "does not offer a real 
solution for the Southern Issue. [It 
simply] reintroduces past tensions 
and	
�
    conflicts	
�
    from	
�
    the	
�
    south’s	
�
    days	
�
    
as a colony when it was divided into 
protectorates.” 

South Yemen was a British colony 
until 1967. After the end of British 
rule, South Yemen became a social-

ist state. The country was divided 
into an Eastern and Western pro-
tectorate, as well as Aden colony. 

The new six-region map divides 
the south into two regions. Had-
ramout, Shabwa, Al-Mahra and 
Socotra constitute one region and 
Aden, Lahj, Al-Dhale and Abyan 
constitute the other. 

The party said it is "committed to 
a two-region solution for the South-
ern Issue, one in the south and one 
in the north.” 
Regions	
�
     Defining	
�
     Committee	
�
    

member Dr. Maeen Abdulmalik 
told the Yemen Times that despite 
their reservations, the YSP signed 
the	
�
    final	
�
    report,	
�
    though	
�
    the	
�
    Houthis	
�
    
did not. 

Abdulmalik said the objection 
would not affect the vote because 
a majority voted in favor of the six-
region	
�
    configuration.	
�
    

"We refuse this decision because 
it was made hastily and it will have 
negative consequences for Yemen 
for centuries," said Ali Al-Emad, a 

Houthi leader.  
He said that the decision of the 

Regions	
�
     Defining	
�
     Committee	
�
     was	
�
    
supposed to be overseen by techno-
crats in order to determine the so-
cial and economic compatability of 

the regions.
"This form of division will prob-

ably	
�
     cause	
�
     internal	
�
     conflicts	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
    
future because it was decided on a 
sectarian and tribal basis," said Al-
Emad.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb.10—Two soldiers were 
killed and another injured when 
unidentified	
�
    armed	
�
    men	
�
    attacked	
�
    a	
�
    
security checkpoint at the entrance 
of Al-Buraiqa district of Aden gov-
ernorate on Monday, according to 
local	
�
    officials.	
�
    

Sadeq Haid, the security manager 
of Aden governorate, told the Ye-
men Times that one of the militants 
was killed during the attack, but de-
clined to elaborate on the identity of 
the attackers. 
Aden	
�
    oil	
�
    refineries	
�
    are	
�
    located	
�
    in	
�
    

this district and the security check-
point has been under attack several 
times recently. An attack last month 
on the same checkpoint did not re-
sult in any casualties, Haid said. 

So far no one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.

Abdu Al-Matari, a Southern 
Movement	
�
     leading	
�
     figure,	
�
     denied	
�
    
that the Southern Movement played 
any role in the attack.  

Essam Al-Shaeri, the head of the 
Aden-based Sah Foundation for De-
fending Rights and Freedoms, told 
the Yemen Times that “the check-
point is at the main entrance of Al-

Buraiqa	
�
    district	
�
    where	
�
    oil	
�
    refineries	
�
    
are located.”
Aden	
�
    Oil	
�
    Refineries	
�
    Company	
�
     in	
�
    

Al-Buraiqa is the main supplier of 
refined	
�
    fuels	
�
    for	
�
    local	
�
    consumption.	
�
    

Al-Shaeri said this checkpoint 
was established two years ago. 

“The purpose was to prevent oil 
smuggling from Al-Buraiqa,” he 
said, adding that the recent attacks 
are likely after the oil facilities. 

Fadhl Al-Rubaiee, the head of 
Madar Research for Studies based 
in Aden, said authorities should in-
crease security at the checkpoints 
and installations located close to 

the oil facilities.
“Armed militants have been at-

tacking oil facilities in many gov-
ernorates,” said Al-Rubaiee. “This 
should be a warning for the security 
forces in Aden to take further pre-
cautions [to protect the installa-
tions].”

In another incident, the Had-
ramout Tribes Federation claimed 
responsibility for Friday’s attack 
on Petromasila Company in Had-
ramout on Friday, according to the 
Ministry of Interior website. The 
incident left two soldiers dead and 
five	
�
    others	
�
    injured.

Two killed in attack on security checkpoint in Aden 

Those returned accused 

of Al-Qaeda ties

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 11—Yemen handed 
29 Saudi nationals over to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia this 
week, according to the Ministry of 
Defense on Tuesday.

Yemeni authorities said the Sau-
dis were Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP) suspects arrest-
ed during cooperative counterter-
rorism operations between the 
kingdom and Yemen, according to 
a source the Defense Ministry.  

Abdulrazaq Al-Jamal, a Sana’a-
based analyst conducting research 
on Al-Qaeda affairs, told the Ye-
men Times that Yemen provided 
fertile ground for militant groups, 
“particularly during this ongoing 
insecurity in the country, the re-
mote rural areas allow militants to 
be active.” 

“The armed militants come to 
Yemen from different countries, 
not only from Saudi Arabia. They 
come to Yemen because they feel 
secure,” he added. 

Yemen is the hub of AQAP, 
which has been active in Yemen 
since 2009. 

Saeed Al-Jamhi, head of Al-
Jamhi Studies Center, said, “Ye-
men has so far handed over a lot 
of terror suspects in the last year, 
but the exact number is not avail-
able.” 

In early December, 12 armed 
men attacked Yemen’s Defense 
Ministry and killed 56 civilians 
and security personnel in addition 
to injuring 217 others. A Defense 
Ministry investigation claimed 
that the majority of those involved 
in the attack were Saudi nationals. 

Three Saudis were tried on Dec. 
12, according to the Ministry of 
Defense website, all accused of 
being	
�
    part	
�
    of	
�
    an	
�
    armed	
�
    gang	
�
    affili-
ated with Al-Qaeda.
The	
�
     ministry	
�
     identified	
�
     them	
�
    

as Nawaf Aidh Mohammed Al-
Qahtani, Anas Abdullah Moham-
med Al-Subaih and Mashal Fahd 
Abdullah Al-Sand. 

The Saudi suspects, Yemen’s De-
fense Ministry said, “entered the 
country illegally at the Al-Bugh’a 
border crossing with fake Yemeni 
IDs. They were arrested at a mili-
tary checkpoint at the entrance of 
Amran city, four months ago.”

Saudi requests 29 Saudi 
nationals from Yemen

Yemeni government to stop 
sending students to private 
Malaysian universities 

Reactions	
�
   to	
�
   six-­region	
�
   configuration

Civil society organizations come together to sign code of conduct

Yemenis commemorate 3rd anniversary of 2011 uprising 

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 11—The Higher Edu-
cation	
�
     and	
�
     Scientific	
�
     Research	
�
    
Ministry decided on Monday to put 
an end to new Yemeni government 
scholarships to private Malaysian 
universities due to the private uni-
versities’ poor educational quality 
and high costs, the ministry said. 
It	
�
    has	
�
    also	
�
    decided	
�
    to	
�
    withdraw	
�
    fi-
nancial support from students at 
any level (graduate or undergradu-
ate) if their academic performance 
has been less than excellent.

Ahmed Al-Rabei, director of 
scholarships at the ministry, told 
the Yemen Times that, in Malay-
sia, a private university education 
is inferior to a public university 
education, and in addition, the tu-
ition and fees of private universi-
ties are triple those of public uni-
versities. The cost of attending a 
public Malaysian university is ap-
proximately $1,500 per year, while 
the cost of an education at a pri-
vate university is about $4,500. 

There are about 9,000 Yemeni 
students studying in Malaysia—
nearly 4,000 of them in private 
universities. The new rule applies 
to incoming students. Current stu-
dents studying at private universi-
ties in Malaysia will be permitted 
to	
�
     finish	
�
     their	
�
     education,	
�
     but	
�
     the	
�
    
ministry will only cover $1,500 
per year in tuition fees, plus a sti-
pend.

“Private Malaysian universities 
are	
�
     for-­profit	
�
     institutions.	
�
     Their	
�
    

agents in Yemen sign up students 
without any kind of admissions re-
quirements. After students enroll 
at a private university, they start 
asking the Yemeni government to 
pay their full tuition and fees—
$4,500. However, the ministry 
will only pay $1,500 per student 
per year for tuition and fees plus a 
monthly stipend of $300. The gov-
ernment is under no obligation to 
pay the additional cost of a private 
university,” said Rabei.  

In August of 2013, a committee 
was sent to Malaysia to address 
Yemeni students’ issues. Al-Rabei 
said they were able to resolve the 
issues of Yemeni students studying 
at public universities. However, 
some problems of private univer-
sity students remain unresolved. 
Some of those students have been 
accumulating debt for as many as 
six years.

Ewadh Ali, a student at the In-
ternational Islamic University, a 
public university, said, “Some stu-
dents choose private universities 
because their programs are not 
very demanding. [The year that] I 
started at the university, the ma-
jority of the other new Yemeni stu-
dents soon transferred to private 
universities.” 

Yemeni students in Malaysia 
held several protests in 2013, call-
ing for an increase in their month-
ly payments. Students say current 
stipends barely cover living ex-
penses. Their protests have so far 
been unsuccessful.
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“We refuse this decision because it was made hastily and it will 

have negative consequences for Yemen for centuries,” said Ali 

Al-Emad, a Houthi leader.

“We should transfer the power of armed groups to the government. The government should be 

strong so that the guilty cannot escape punishment. The government [should be strong so that it 

is] respected,” Nobel Prize laureate Tawakkol Karman told a crowd on the 3rd anniversary of the 

2011 uprising.
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O
sama	
�
     Mofleh,	
�
     11,	
�
    
sat	
�
     down	
�
     on	
�
     the	
�
    
pavement	
�
     of	
�
     Hadda	
�
    
roundabout drip-

ping	
�
    with	
�
    sweat	
�
    after	
�
    
spending	
�
     hours	
�
     moving	
�
     from	
�
     one	
�
    
car	
�
     to	
�
     another	
�
     to	
�
     sell	
�
     his	
�
     goods.	
�
    
More	
�
     than	
�
    20	
�
     travel-­size	
�
    packages	
�
    
of	
�
     napkins	
�
     filled	
�
     a	
�
     big	
�
     plastic	
�
     bag	
�
    
that	
�
    he	
�
    held	
�
    on	
�
     to	
�
    with	
�
    his	
�
    hands,	
�
    
tanned	
�
    dark	
�
    by	
�
    the	
�
    sun.	
�
    
For	
�
     three	
�
     years	
�
     now,	
�
     Mofleh—a	
�
    

third	
�
     grade	
�
     drop-­out—has	
�
     woken	
�
    
up	
�
    every	
�
    day	
�
    and	
�
    headed	
�
    to	
�
    Hadda	
�
    
Street	
�
     for	
�
    work.	
�
    He	
�
     and	
�
     his	
�
     eight-­
person	
�
     family	
�
     live	
�
     in	
�
     a	
�
     makeshift	
�
    
shack	
�
    located	
�
    near	
�
    Siteen	
�
    Street.	
�
    
Mofleh’s	
�
     family	
�
    moved	
�
     from	
�
    Ar-

hab	
�
    district,	
�
    almost	
�
    10	
�
    miles	
�
    north	
�
    
of	
�
    Sana’a,	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    capital	
�
    when	
�
    his	
�
    fa-

ther	
�
    was	
�
    killed	
�
     in	
�
    clashes	
�
    between	
�
    
the	
�
     third	
�
     brigade	
�
     and	
�
     locals	
�
     who	
�
    
were	
�
    with	
�
    2011	
�
    uprising	
�
    against	
�
    the	
�
    
former	
�
    president.
“Like	
�
     many	
�
     families	
�
     in	
�
     my	
�
     dis-

trict,	
�
    my	
�
    mother	
�
    decided	
�
    to	
�
    move	
�
    to	
�
    
Sana'a	
�
    to	
�
     look	
�
    for	
�
    a	
�
     job	
�
    in	
�
    order	
�
    to	
�
    
survive,”	
�
    said	
�
    Mofleh.	
�
    “I	
�
    had	
�
    noth-

ing	
�
    to	
�
    do	
�
    but	
�
    to	
�
    sell	
�
    napkin	
�
    pockets	
�
    
at	
�
    this	
�
    roundabout.”
Mofleh	
�
     was	
�
     forced	
�
     to	
�
     drop	
�
     out	
�
    

from	
�
    school	
�
     in	
�
     third	
�
    grade	
�
     to	
�
    help	
�
    
support	
�
    his	
�
     family.	
�
    His	
�
     two	
�
    broth-

ers	
�
    also	
�
    sell	
�
    goods	
�
    at	
�
    a	
�
    roundabout.	
�
    
“I	
�
     hope	
�
     someday	
�
     to	
�
     resume	
�
     my	
�
    

schooling	
�
     along	
�
    with	
�
    my	
�
     siblings,”	
�
    
he	
�
    said.	
�
    
Abduallah	
�
     Al-­Ziadi,	
�
     the	
�
     media	
�
    

director	
�
    at	
�
    the	
�
    Ministry	
�
    of	
�
    Defense	
�
    
told	
�
    the	
�
    Yemen	
�
    Times	
�
    that	
�
    although	
�
    
the	
�
    ministry	
�
    was	
�
    tasked	
�
    with	
�
    ana-

lyzing	
�
     and	
�
     addressing	
�
     the	
�
     drop-

out	
�
     rate,	
�
     it	
�
     has	
�
     been	
�
     able	
�
     to	
�
     do	
�
     so	
�
    
properly	
�
     because	
�
     there	
�
     have	
�
     been	
�
    
no	
�
     technical	
�
     instructions	
�
     on	
�
     how	
�
    
to	
�
    conduct	
�
    surveys	
�
    or	
�
    to	
�
    systemati-
cally	
�
    gather	
�
    information.	
�
    It	
�
    has	
�
    also	
�
    
failed	
�
     to	
�
     provide	
�
     the	
�
     committee	
�
    
with	
�
     sufficient	
�
     transportation	
�
     fees	
�
    

to	
�
    make	
�
     it	
�
     to	
�
    all	
�
    of	
�
    Yemen’s	
�
    gover-
norates,	
�
    he	
�
    said.	
�
    	
�
    
The	
�
     survey	
�
     was	
�
     conducted	
�
     in	
�
    

heavily	
�
    populated	
�
    governorates,	
�
    in-

cluding	
�
    Sana'a	
�
     ,	
�
    Hodeidah,	
�
    Raima,	
�
    
Hajja,	
�
    Taiz,	
�
    Ibb,	
�
    Sa’ada	
�
    and	
�
    Abyan,	
�
    
according	
�
    to	
�
    Al-­Ziadi.
“The	
�
    dropout	
�
    rate	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    long-­term	
�
    

predicament	
�
     in	
�
     Yemen	
�
     because	
�
     of	
�
    
poverty	
�
    and	
�
    illiteracy,	
�
    but	
�
    the	
�
    phe-

nomenon	
�
     has	
�
     increased	
�
     since	
�
     the	
�
    
2011	
�
    uprising	
�
    as	
�
    a	
�
    result	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    se-

curity	
�
    unrest.	
�
    Many	
�
    schools	
�
    have	
�
    to	
�
    
regularly	
�
     shut	
�
     down	
�
     and	
�
     irregular	
�
    
attendance	
�
    contributes	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    drop-

out	
�
    rate,”	
�
    said	
�
    Al-­Ziadi.	
�
    
The	
�
    economic	
�
    crisis	
�
    following	
�
    the	
�
    

uprising	
�
    has	
�
    also	
�
    been	
�
    a	
�
    main	
�
    fac-

tor	
�
     behind	
�
     the	
�
     increasing	
�
     rate,	
�
     he	
�
    
said.	
�
    
Al-­Ziadi	
�
     believes	
�
     the	
�
     main	
�
     rea-

son	
�
     behind	
�
     the	
�
     increased	
�
     dropout	
�
    
rate	
�
    is	
�
    the	
�
    government’s	
�
    distraction	
�
    
over	
�
     the	
�
     uprising	
�
     the	
�
     past	
�
     three	
�
    
years,	
�
     leading	
�
     to	
�
     the	
�
    negligence	
�
    of	
�
    
the	
�
     education	
�
     and	
�
     development	
�
    
sector.	
�
    
“There	
�
     were	
�
     four	
�
     schools	
�
     under	
�
    

construction	
�
     in	
�
    Sa’ada,	
�
    Abyan	
�
    and	
�
    
other	
�
     governorates,	
�
     but	
�
     construc-

tion	
�
     has	
�
     been	
�
     suspended	
�
     because	
�
    
the	
�
     political	
�
     stakeholders	
�
     do	
�
     not	
�
    
have	
�
    the	
�
    time	
�
    or	
�
    energy	
�
    to	
�
    devote	
�
    to	
�
    
it,”	
�
    Al-­Ziadi	
�
    said.	
�
    
Ali	
�
     Al-­Shami,	
�
     42,	
�
     a	
�
     teacher	
�
     at	
�
    

Al-­Ershad	
�
    School	
�
     in	
�
    Ibb	
�
    governor-
ate	
�
     said	
�
     attention	
�
     to	
�
     schools	
�
     has	
�
    
taken	
�
    a	
�
    hit	
�
    since	
�
    the	
�
    uprising.	
�
    The	
�
    
government	
�
     has	
�
     stopped	
�
     sending	
�
    
monitors	
�
    to	
�
    districts	
�
    and	
�
    villages	
�
    to	
�
    
assess	
�
    performance,	
�
    he	
�
    said.	
�
    
“This	
�
     year,	
�
     we	
�
     do	
�
     not	
�
     have	
�
    

enough	
�
     teachers.	
�
     The	
�
     Ministry	
�
     of	
�
    
Education	
�
    did	
�
    not	
�
    provide	
�
     enough	
�
    
funding	
�
    and	
�
    takes	
�
    no	
�
    notice	
�
    of	
�
    how	
�
    
schools	
�
    are	
�
    functioning,”	
�
    Al-­Shami	
�
    
said.	
�
    
There	
�
     were	
�
     between	
�
     600	
�
     and	
�
    

700	
�
     students	
�
     enrolled	
�
     before	
�
     the	
�
    
uprising	
�
     began	
�
     in	
�
     February	
�
     2011,	
�
    
he	
�
     said.	
�
    There	
�
    are	
�
     fewer	
�
     than	
�
    400	
�
    
students	
�
     currently	
�
     enrolled	
�
     at	
�
     Al-­

Ershad	
�
    school.	
�
    
Further	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    north,	
�
    particularly	
�
    

in	
�
    Sa’ada	
�
    and	
�
    Amran	
�
    governorates,	
�
    
tens	
�
     of	
�
     thousands	
�
     of	
�
     people	
�
     have	
�
    
been	
�
     displaced	
�
     as	
�
     confrontations	
�
    
between	
�
     Houthis	
�
     and	
�
     Salafis	
�
     and	
�
    
Houthis	
�
    and	
�
    Al-­Ahmar	
�
    family	
�
     loy-

alists	
�
    have	
�
    broken	
�
    out.	
�
    
Yahia	
�
    Al-­Jomari,	
�
    32,	
�
    a	
�
    teacher	
�
    at	
�
    

Omar	
�
    Bin	
�
    Al-­Khatab	
�
    School	
�
    in	
�
    Am-

ran	
�
     said	
�
     the	
�
     educational	
�
     process	
�
    
has	
�
     been	
�
     paralyzed	
�
     since	
�
     tensions	
�
    
began	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
    area	
�
    and	
�
    many	
�
    other	
�
    
schools	
�
    have	
�
    been	
�
    closed	
�
    down	
�
    due	
�
    
to	
�
     the	
�
     large	
�
     displacement	
�
     of	
�
     stu-

dents	
�
    as	
�
    well	
�
    as	
�
    teachers.	
�
    
“More	
�
     than	
�
     5,000	
�
     students	
�
     in	
�
    

many	
�
     districts	
�
     rocked	
�
     by	
�
     fighting	
�
    
in	
�
     Amran	
�
     and	
�
     Sa’ada	
�
     have	
�
     been	
�
    
deprived	
�
     of	
�
     their	
�
     education.	
�
     De-

spite	
�
     the	
�
     truce	
�
     declared	
�
     between	
�
    
[the	
�
    conflicting	
�
    parties],	
�
     the	
�
     locals	
�
    
remain	
�
     skeptical	
�
     and	
�
     expect	
�
     each	
�
    
party	
�
    to	
�
    break	
�
    the	
�
    truce,”Al-­Jomari	
�
    
said.
Waleed	
�
    Amer,	
�
    the	
�
    director	
�
    of	
�
    Ta-

leem	
�
    Education	
�
    Organization,	
�
    says	
�
    
his	
�
     NGO	
�
     has	
�
     helped	
�
     the	
�
     govern-

ment	
�
    to	
�
    address	
�
    the	
�
    dropout	
�
    rate	
�
    by	
�
    
conducting	
�
    comprehensive	
�
    surveys	
�
    
and	
�
    finding	
�
    solutions	
�
    to	
�
    problems.
“We	
�
    have	
�
    carried	
�
    out	
�
    a	
�
    survey	
�
    in	
�
    

Sana’a	
�
    governorate	
�
    and	
�
    soon	
�
    we	
�
    will	
�
    
send	
�
     our	
�
     team	
�
     to	
�
     conduct	
�
     surveys	
�
    

in	
�
    all	
�
    governorates,”	
�
    Amer	
�
    said.
“The	
�
     figure	
�
     was	
�
     very	
�
     terrifying.	
�
    

More	
�
     than	
�
     20,000	
�
     students	
�
     in	
�
     50	
�
    
schools	
�
     have	
�
     dropped	
�
     out	
�
     due	
�
     to	
�
    
the	
�
     economic	
�
     situation	
�
     following	
�
    
the	
�
    2011	
�
    uprising,”	
�
    he	
�
    said.
Bin	
�
     Abi	
�
     Taleb	
�
     School	
�
     in	
�
     Sana’a	
�
    

had	
�
     4,000	
�
     students	
�
     prior	
�
     to	
�
     the	
�
    
uprising.	
�
    That	
�
    number	
�
    now	
�
    hovers	
�
    
around	
�
     2000,	
�
     according	
�
     Ahmed	
�
    
Al-­Ward,	
�
     a	
�
     teacher	
�
     at	
�
     the	
�
     public	
�
    
school.	
�
    
“When	
�
    I	
�
    asked	
�
    some	
�
    parents	
�
    why	
�
    

they	
�
    stopped	
�
    sending	
�
    their	
�
    children	
�
    
to	
�
    the	
�
    school,	
�
    they	
�
    all	
�
    said	
�
    that	
�
    they	
�
    
could	
�
    no	
�
    longer	
�
    afford	
�
    educational	
�
    
expenses	
�
    such	
�
    as	
�
    uniforms	
�
    and	
�
    al-

lowances	
�
    after	
�
    the	
�
    deterioration	
�
    of	
�
    
the	
�
    economy,”	
�
    Al-­Ward	
�
    said.	
�
    
Morshed	
�
    Saeed,	
�
    54,	
�
    a	
�
    local	
�
    from	
�
    

Al-­Hasaba	
�
     district	
�
     in	
�
     Sana’a	
�
     said	
�
    
he	
�
    was	
�
    forced	
�
    to	
�
    withdraw	
�
    his	
�
    chil-
dren	
�
    from	
�
    school	
�
    so	
�
    they	
�
    could	
�
    help	
�
    
him	
�
    earn	
�
    money.
“I	
�
     lost	
�
     my	
�
     job	
�
     as	
�
     a	
�
     cleaner	
�
     in	
�
     a	
�
    

private	
�
    company	
�
    following	
�
    the	
�
    up-

rising	
�
     [when	
�
     the	
�
     company	
�
     started	
�
    
having	
�
     economic	
�
     troubles.]	
�
     They	
�
    
told	
�
     me	
�
     I	
�
     was	
�
     unessential	
�
     and	
�
     I	
�
    
found	
�
    myself	
�
    on	
�
    the	
�
    street,	
�
    without	
�
    
a	
�
    job,”	
�
    Saeed	
�
    said.	
�
    	
�
    
His	
�
    children	
�
    now	
�
    wander	
�
    around	
�
    

Sana’a	
�
     selling	
�
     CDs,	
�
     perfumes	
�
     and	
�
    
other	
�
    products.	
�
    

Uprising resulted in more school dropouts

The committee established by the Ministry of Education to quantify the number of school dropouts was not provided enough trans-

portation money to make it to all of Yemen’s governorates. One school in Sana’a reported losing 2000 of 4000 students in the past 

3 years.



Bushra	
�
    Al-­Maqtari,	
�
    a	
�
    leading	
�
    revolutionary	
�
    figure	
�
    from	
�
    Taiz’s	
�
    Freedom	
�
    Square,	
�
    was	
�
    one	
�
    of	
�
    those	
�
    who	
�
    
first	
�
    took	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    streets	
�
    in	
�
    protest	
�
    against	
�
    the	
�
    regime	
�
    of	
�
    former	
�
    president	
�
    Ali	
�
    Abdulla	
�
    Saleh.	
�
    Al-­Maqtari	
�
    
has	
�
    written	
�
    for	
�
    several	
�
    newspapers	
�
    in	
�
    Yemen.	
�
    She	
�
    also	
�
    wrote	
�
    a	
�
    short	
�
    story	
�
    collection	
�
    called	
�
    “The	
�
    Furthest	
�
    
Ends	
�
    of	
�
    Pain”	
�
    in	
�
    2004.	
�
    Moreover,	
�
    a	
�
    novel	
�
    of	
�
    hers,	
�
    “Behind	
�
    the	
�
    Sun”	
�
    was	
�
    published	
�
    in	
�
    2012.	
�
    Al-­Maqtari	
�
    
has	
�
    won	
�
    many	
�
    local	
�
    awards,	
�
    and	
�
    also	
�
    international	
�
    ones,	
�
    such	
�
    as	
�
    the	
�
    Project	
�
    on	
�
    Middle	
�
    East	
�
    Democracy	
�
    
Prize	
�
    and	
�
    the	
�
    2013	
�
    UNESCO	
�
    Prize	
�
    for	
�
    Peace	
�
    Education.	
�
    

Samar	
�
    Qaed

This interview was conducted in early February.

“The	
�
    revolution	
�
    is	
�
    the	
�
    pen,	
�
    
the	
�
    revolution	
�
    is	
�
    the	
�
    change”
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You	
�
    were	
�
    among	
�
    the	
�
    first	
�
    who	
�
    
called	
�
     for	
�
     removal	
�
     of	
�
     former	
�
    
President	
�
     Saleh’s	
�
     regime	
�
     in	
�
    
2011.	
�
     At	
�
     the	
�
     time,	
�
     the	
�
     youth	
�
    
saw	
�
     the	
�
     sky	
�
     as	
�
     the	
�
     limit.	
�
     Do	
�
    
you	
�
     think	
�
     the	
�
     revolutionary	
�
    
goals	
�
    have	
�
    been	
�
    realized?
I think the youth revolution…has 
not realized its goals because it was 
manipulated by [those who pushed 
for the] Gulf Initiative. We are still 
suffering from the consequences of 
this initiative. 

Do	
�
    you	
�
    think	
�
    it	
�
    was	
�
    an	
�
    inter-
national	
�
     conspiracy	
�
     that	
�
     al-
tered	
�
    the	
�
    course	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    revolu-
tion	
�
    in	
�
    another	
�
    direction?
Yes, the revolution was turned into 
a political crisis among different 
parties. Unfortunately, the politi-
cal process and the national dia-
logue have not tried to change the 
[culture of corruption]…corrup-
tion [still exists]; it has just been 
recycled and has taken on different 
appearances.  

Speaking	
�
     as	
�
     one	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
     Taiz	
�
    
revolutionaries,	
�
     which	
�
     spe-
cific	
�
    goals	
�
    have	
�
    not	
�
    yet	
�
    mate-
rialized?
Unfortunately, we have social con-
tradictions that date back more 
than 33 years. Today, we are still 
experiencing these regional and 
sectarian contradictions as well 
as internal strife. All these con-
tradictions contributed to derail-
ing the revolution. [I think it will 
take time in Yemen to get rid of the 
corrupt politicians who are still in 
power because our revolution was 
unaccompanied by a cultural and 
attitudinal revolution that might 
have changed tribal thinking and 
also the thinking of politicians.]

It is my conviction that all the 
revolutions [of the Arab spring] 
which	
�
    were	
�
    manipulated	
�
    will	
�
     find	
�
    
their way again and experience a 
resurgence. 

What	
�
    does	
�
    February	
�
    11	
�
    mean	
�
    
to	
�
    you?
I consider it [the date of] a popu-
lar uprising, but it came after 33 
years of injustice, repression and 
continuous wars. Even if this [up-
rising] was manipulated or [other-
wise] hindered, it is still has power 
that will inspire the current and 
the coming generations. We still 

have momentum. We will not al-
low frustration to steal hope from 
us. The revolution will continue in 
different ways.

Now	
�
    Freedom	
�
    Square	
�
    in	
�
    Taiz	
�
    
is	
�
     almost	
�
     empty	
�
     and	
�
     youth	
�
    
hold	
�
    their	
�
    celebrations	
�
    in	
�
    oth-
er	
�
    parts	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    city.	
�
    Does	
�
    this	
�
    
mean	
�
    the	
�
    revolutionary	
�
    youth	
�
    
have	
�
    lost	
�
    their	
�
    passion? 
The revolution is greater than the 
[physical places where events took 
place]. What happened is that the 
squares in different governorates 
emptied out because of disillusion-
ment…and so, the squares lost their 
symbolic power. The squares have 
become battlegrounds for personal 
and partisan retaliation. The revo-
lution is not limited to places. The 
revolution is the pen. The revolu-
tion is the change. 

Two	
�
    years	
�
    after	
�
    electing	
�
    Adbu	
�
    
Rabu	
�
     Mansour	
�
     Hadi	
�
     presi-
dent, the revolutionary de-
tainees	
�
    have	
�
    not	
�
    yet	
�
    been	
�
    set	
�
    
free.	
�
    Why	
�
    are	
�
    the	
�
    [other,	
�
    free]	
�
    
youth	
�
    revolutionaries	
�
    silent?
Unfortunately, this is a sad situa-
tion, with real heroes like Maher 
Al-Maqtari [no relation to Bushra 
Al-Maqtari—Editor] still behind 
bars. He has been imprisoned for 
three years. [No one expected] the 
revolution to end in such a terrible 
situation. The consensus govern-
ment has taken no concrete action 
in regard to these detainees who 
[were	
�
     prepared	
�
     to	
�
     sacrifice	
�
     their	
�
    
lives in order to] effect change. 
However, we will take to the streets 
again on February 11, 2014. We will 
try again to make change happen. 
The injured revolutionaries will be 
in the front rows.  

Could	
�
    you	
�
    talk	
�
    a	
�
    little	
�
    bit	
�
    about	
�
    
the	
�
    suffering	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    victims	
�
    of	
�
    
the	
�
    revolution	
�
    in	
�
    Taiz?
Their suffering is inexcusable. 
Three of them, including Abdul-
rahman Al-Kamali, died under 
very inhumane circumstances be-
cause of government negligence as 
well as the negligence of the Fund 
for Injured Revolutionaries. There 
are many…whose living conditions 
are miserable, such as Bassam Al-
Aqhli.  This situation is painful for 
all revolutionaries, and makes us 
all question why that had to hap-

pen. 

Do	
�
    you	
�
    think	
�
    the	
�
    rev-
olution	
�
     has	
�
     reflected	
�
    
positively	
�
     or	
�
     nega-
tively	
�
    on	
�
    Taiz?
Though many negatives 
emerged along with the 
revolution—such as the 
carrying of weapons and 
sheikhs’ interventions—
the revolution is still 
[overall] positive for us. 

The	
�
     youth	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
    
squares	
�
     call	
�
     them-
selves	
�
     independent,	
�
    
but	
�
     it	
�
     sometimes	
�
     ap-
pears	
�
     that	
�
     some	
�
     of	
�
    
them	
�
     act	
�
     based	
�
     on	
�
    
partisan	
�
     affiliation.	
�
    
What do you have to 
say	
�
    about	
�
    this	
�
    contra-
diction?
The youth who have par-
tisan	
�
     affiliations	
�
     were	
�
    
among	
�
     those	
�
     who	
�
     first	
�
    
camped in the square 
with the independent 
youth. There was no rift 
between the two because 
the independent youth 
also had partisan roots. 

Sometimes, there were some dif-
ferences between the youth and 
their leadership, but we continued 
in the square until the end. 

As	
�
     a	
�
     prominent	
�
     member	
�
     of	
�
    
the	
�
     Yemen	
�
     Socialist	
�
     Party,	
�
    
how	
�
     do	
�
     you	
�
     evaluate	
�
     its	
�
     per-
formance	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     government	
�
    
or	
�
    in	
�
    politics	
�
    in	
�
    general?
I am always critical of the party. 
The biggest mistake the party 
made was at the National Dialogue 
Conference [NDC] when it pre-
sented its vision for the shape of 
the state and approved the third 
article of the constitution that 
states that Islamic Sharia will be 
the source of all legislation. The 
party approved this article without 
consulting with all of its members. 
It did not take the youths’ view into 
account.  However, I count the par-
ty balanced and clear in this pres-
ent phase. [I think it is] better than 
any other party. 

Some	
�
     ask	
�
     where	
�
     Dr.	
�
     Yaseen	
�
    
Saeed	
�
     Noman,	
�
     the	
�
     secretary	
�
    
general	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    party,	
�
    is	
�
    at	
�
    this	
�
    
difficult	
�
    moment	
�
    in	
�
    Yemen…?
Dr. Yaseen Saeed Noman is the 
[senior] statesman for this [tran-
sitional] period. He did his best to 
create a feeling among people that 
the NDC would help them realize 
their aspirations. But I objected to 
[his leadership] from the very be-
ginning of the Dialogue because 
his premises were incorrect and 
because of that, I believed that the 
outcomes would also be wrong. 
Unfortunately, we are accustomed 
to relying on a particular indi-
vidual.	
�
     Presumably,	
�
     we	
�
     will	
�
     find	
�
    
other individuals—a new trend of 
politicians and educated individu-
als who are able to build a national 
program for the country. I hold Dr. 
Noman in high esteem, and I wish 
him a speedy recovery. He is re-
ceiving treatment in Britain. 

  
After	
�
     dividing	
�
     power	
�
     among	
�
    
the	
�
     political	
�
     parties	
�
     and	
�
     es-
tablishing	
�
    the	
�
    consensus	
�
    gov-
ernment,	
�
     people	
�
     felt	
�
     that	
�
     the	
�
    
squares	
�
    [city	
�
    plazas	
�
    that	
�
    were	
�
    
the	
�
    political	
�
    epicenters	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    
2011	
�
     revolution]	
�
     only	
�
     served	
�
    
political	
�
     interests.	
�
     What	
�
     do	
�
    
you	
�
    think?
I largely agree with this. If we look 
at the consensus government, we 
find	
�
    that	
�
    some	
�
    managed	
�
    to	
�
    obtain	
�
    
a decision-making role position 
through [their work in the] squares, 
particularly those from Change 
Square in Sana’a. Regretfully, 
none of these people has effected 
real change through the ministries 
they are running. The reconcilia-
tion government has turned [out 
to be a government of] political 
quotas. I think the prime minis-
ter, Mohammed Salem Basindawa, 
is the most ineffective minister in 
the history of Yemen. The country 
needs a technocratic government 
to make effective change. But this 
did not happen. 

Women	
�
     have	
�
     contributed	
�
     to	
�
    
the	
�
    changes.	
�
    Can	
�
    we	
�
    say	
�
     that	
�
    
women’s	
�
     role	
�
     in	
�
     politics	
�
     has	
�
    
grown?
There has been a partial change. 
A woman was previously unable 
to have her voice heard. But now 
she can make decision-makers lis-
ten to her. However, women were 
manipulated politically during the 
revolution and also afterward, by 
the parties. Still, we cannot judge 
the situation of women unless we 
see the woman-related texts in the 

constitution and see the results. 
There was a negative phenomenon 
that took place, namely, the slan-
dering of some activists as well as 
some accusations of blasphemy. 
However, the positive thing is that 
people sympathize with women, 
and	
�
     so,	
�
     women’s	
�
     influence	
�
     ex-
pands.

Are	
�
    you	
�
    thinking	
�
    of	
�
    starting	
�
    a	
�
    
political	
�
    party	
�
    or	
�
    running	
�
    for	
�
    
local	
�
     or	
�
     parliamentary	
�
     elec-
tions?
We need women and youth to be in 
the parliament in order to be pres-
ent as the real voice of change. But 
the general situation is corrupt and 
I personally do not have any ambi-
tion	
�
    to	
�
    run	
�
    for	
�
    office.	
�
    Currently,	
�
    as	
�
    
a member of the socialist party, I 
hope I can create change inside it 
and help it be as it once was, close 
to the ordinary people. 

You	
�
     wrote	
�
     a	
�
     short	
�
     story	
�
     col-
lection	
�
     in	
�
     2004.	
�
     It	
�
     was	
�
     pure	
�
    
literature.	
�
     However,	
�
     critics	
�
    
say	
�
     your	
�
     last	
�
     novel,	
�
     “Behind	
�
    
the	
�
    Sun,”	
�
    was	
�
    lined	
�
    with	
�
    poli-
tics.	
�
     Has	
�
     politics	
�
     taken	
�
     you	
�
    

away	
�
    from	
�
    literature? 
No, I am still a writer of litera-
ture. However, politics obliges the 
writer to adopt a particular stance. 
My novel, “Behind the Sun,” was a 
unique experience because it was 
about events of which people have 
not spoken, such as the 1994 war 
and the [special] prisons for po-
litical prisoners. [This novel was 
written during a time when an 
atmosphere of politics dominated 
everything.] A writer cannot put 
the current political situation aside 
and just ignore it. 

In	
�
     an	
�
     article	
�
     of	
�
     yours	
�
     about	
�
    
youth	
�
     suffering	
�
     during	
�
     the	
�
    
Life	
�
     March	
�
     [Dec.	
�
     20,	
�
     2011],	
�
    
you	
�
     wrote,	
�
     “God	
�
     did	
�
     not	
�
     see	
�
    
us.”	
�
     This	
�
     made	
�
     religious	
�
    
groups	
�
     lash	
�
     out	
�
     at	
�
     you.	
�
     How	
�
    
did	
�
     you	
�
     respond	
�
     to	
�
     and	
�
     deal	
�
    
with	
�
    their	
�
    reactions?
At the beginning, I was astonished 
[by the reaction] and could not 
believe that I had been accused 
of heresy. A friend of mine called, 
telling me that imams were giv-
ing sermons in the mosques that 
were calling me an apostate. After 

a week an edict was even issued,  
declaring me a heretic. My house 
was besieged. 

I took the situation in stride and 
I said it was normal for a writer 
to be criticized. However, [I must 
say that] they took my writing out 
of context, and misconstrued it, 
saying to people that I had spoken 
badly of God. However, the thing 
that made them turn against me 
and accuse me of heresy is the fact 
that my article depicted the real 
situation of the revolution. I criti-
cized the presence of fanatical re-
ligious movements in the squares, 
who aborted the revolution and 
made people leave the squares. [Of 
course] they did not like that arti-
cle. At that time, I had to take some 
measures to keep myself safe. 

What	
�
     are	
�
     your	
�
     plans	
�
     for	
�
     the	
�
    
future?
I hope to continue writing. And 
I hope my voice will continue to 
represent the majority of youth. I 
also have an idea to document the 
youth revolution in a book, but I 
think this idea will take me some 
time to complete.

The	
�
     cover	
�
     of	
�
     Bushra	
�
     Al-­Maqtari’s	
�
     
2012	
�
    novel,	
�
    Behind the Sun,	
�
    which	
�
    covers	
�
    
previously	
�
    taboo	
�
    political	
�
    topics.
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àśæŋ	
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ŁĊĸœ	
�
   łĿ	
�
   ĲēŘĿō
	
�
   ĵîĳŎĿí 	
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ôŃŎļă 	
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Ņŗ 	
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،łŌ÷číďō 	
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ĽŜć 	
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ņŃ
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،ôŔēîŔē 	
�
   ôĜěîĄŃ 	
�
   ŐĿç 	
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íŎŀńĬœ	
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îŌŔĳ	
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ĽōîĄœō
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ņĻîŃśí	
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،ņńŔĿí 	
�
   Őŀī 	
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àíčďō
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.ĺĿċ	
�
   ùĊĄœ	
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łĿ	
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ņļĿō	
�
   ،ĎŔŔİøĿí
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،ÂŔİøĿí 	
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ôīîňě	
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öńŋîē
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ôŔňńŔĿí 	
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óãĎÎí 	
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ĽŎĸĿí 	
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ņļńœ 	
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ľŌĳ
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،ĶñîĔĿí 	
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ņŃ 	
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ľĠĳã 	
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îŔēîŔē 	
�
   ŁŎŔĿí
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ĝíĎįŗ 	
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îŌŃíĊĈøēí 	
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ł÷ 	
�
   ŊŇã 	
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Åă	
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Íç	
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ôĘńŌŃ	
�
   Œŋ	
�
   Ņŕíō	
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ôŔēîŔē
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óãĎńĿí 	
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ĊÿŎœ
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ĩčîĘŀĿ 	
�
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ĽîĜœí 	
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óĊŔĬñ 	
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öŇîĻ
	
�
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öĄòěã 	
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číĎĸĿí 	
�
   ĩîňĜĿō
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îŔēîŔē 	
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öŀİøēí 	
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ĺĿČĻ 	
�
   óãĎńĿí
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ĪŔĤøĔŇś 	
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ņļĿ 	
�
   ، 	
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Ďćŕí 	
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ıĎĤĿí 	
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ōã 	
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óčŎüĿí
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ĊĬñ 	
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óãĎńĿí 	
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ĎŔŔİ÷ 	
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Īğō	
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.íčŎĠă

	
�
   Ì 	
�
   ÂŔİøĿí 	
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öŀĸŇ 	
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ôŔĀŔŀĈĿí 	
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óčĉîòÎí
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ľńĬĿí 	
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ľńĬĿí 	
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ņŃ 	
�
   ņńŔĿí
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Œ÷ĊĸøŇí 	
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ŒøŇíō 	
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،ŒēîŔĔĿí
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،ĪğŎĿí
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ōã	
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ôŔŇîÎÄĿí	
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õîñîĈøŇśí	
�
   Ì	
�
   ĂėÃĿí	
�
   ōã

ôŔŀĄÎí؟

	
�
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óãĎńĿí 	
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ōã 	
�
   ïîòĘĿí 	
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ŎĄėĎøœ 	
�
   Ņí 	
�
   ýîøĄŇ
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�
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�
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Ċēîĳ 	
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ĪğŎĿí 	
�
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�
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ĎŔŔİ÷
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îŔĿîă	
�
   ņļĿ	
�
   ،ĺĿċ	
�
   Œĳ	
�
   āŎńģ	
�
   őĊĿ	
�
   ĊÿŎœśō
	
�
   Őňń÷í	
�
   ŒĻíĎøėśí	
�
   ïĐĄĿí	
�
   Œĳ	
�
   óŎĠī	
�
   ŒŇŎĻ
	
�
   ŐĿí	
�
   ĉŎĬœ	
�
   Ņíō	
�
   ŒñĐă	
�
   ľćíĉ	
�
   ĎŔŔİøĿí	
�
   ĉŎķí	
�
   Ņí
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ŅîĻ	
�
   ŊŇäñ	
�
   îĸñîē	
�
   ŅîĻ	
�
   îńĻ	
�
   ŒĸŔĸĄĿí	
�
   ŊķîŔē

.ĢŔĔòĿí	
�
   ŒňńŔĿí	
�
   ŅîĔŇśí	
�
   ņŃ	
�
   ðœĎķ

	
�
   îŌøñîøļñ 	
�
   ôòœĉŗí 	
�
   őĎĤĸÎí 	
�
   ŏĎĘñ
 2004	
�
   Ì	
�
   ŐĠŃ	
�
   îńŔĳ	
�
   ŒøòøĻ	
�
   ..	
�
   ôĬëíĎĿí
	
�
   "ĪÿŎĿí 	
�
   Œěîķã" 	
�
   ôŔĜĜķ 	
�
   ôīŎńĀŃ
	
�
   ĺøœíōč 	
�
   ņļĿ 	
�
   ôĜĿîć 	
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ôŔñĉí 	
�
   öŇîĻō
	
�
   îŌĴěō 	
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"ĒńĘĿí 	
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óÂćśí
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�
   ,ôēîŔĔĿîñ	
�
   ôŇŎĀĬŃ	
�
   îŌŇîñ	
�
   ĉîĸňĿí

	ïĉŗí؟�
   ņī	
�
   íĊŔĬñ	
�
   ĺ÷Čćã	
�
   ôēîŔĔĿí
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ðøĻã 	
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ŁŎœ 	
�
   ľļñō 	
�
   ôŔñĉã 	
�
   ôò÷îĻ 	
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öĿďîŃ 	
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،ś
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ľĄŃ 	
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Čćäœ 	
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ŒēîŔĔĿí 	
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Ņã 	
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ŏčã 	
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،ŉíčã 	
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îŃ
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ĎĤĠœ 	
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ŒēîŔĔĿí 	
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ľĬĴĿí 	
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ņļĿ 	
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،ðœĉśí
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ġîò÷čí 	
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îŃ 	
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ĲķŎŃ 	
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ČĈøœ 	
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�
   ð÷îļĿí
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ĒńĘĿí 	
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Ĳŀć 	
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ôœíōčō 	
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،ŊĴķíŎńñ 	
�
   ŊøñîøĻ
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،óĊœĎĳ 	
�
   ôŔñĉí 	
�
   ôñĎĀ÷ 	
�
   ŒĿ 	
�
   ôòĔňĿîñ 	
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öŇîĻ
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îŌňī	
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õŎļĔŃ	
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ùíĊăí	
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ņī	
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ôñîøĻ	
�
   öŇîĻ	
�
   îŌŇŗ
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ŅŎĀĔĿíō	
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94	
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ïĎă	
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ľüŃ	
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đîňĿí	
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óĎĻíċ	
�
   Œĳ
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ôœíōĎĿí 	
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ôñîøĻ 	
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öŇîĻō 	
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ĪŔĤøĔœś 	
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ôŇŎĄĘŃ
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ĎğîĄĿí	
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ŒēîŔĔĿí	
�
   ĲķŎńĿí	
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ĊĬòœ	
�
   Ņí	
�
   ð÷îļĿí

.óŎĸñ

	
�
   ĽîĸŃ	
�
   ŒøòøĻ	
�
   öňĻ	
�
   óîŔĄĿí	
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óÂĔŃ	
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Ì
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óÂĔÎí 	
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ĺŀ÷ 	
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óîŇîĬŃ 	
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ŊŔĳ
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õčîûäĳ	
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"îŇíĎœś	
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őČĿí	
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Ñíō"	
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àîÿō
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ĲŔĻ 	
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õíčîŔøĿí 	
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ņŃ
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õíŎīĊĿí	
�
   őĎĤĸÎí	
�
   ŏĎĘñ


	îŌĬŃ؟�
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ĲŔĻō
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łĿō 	
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ĊĬñō	
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õčĊě
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ĺŀøñ	
�
   öĿōîăō	
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õîăîĔĿí

.ŒøŃŜĔĿ	
�
   ôŔňŃí	
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õîģîŔøăí	
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Čćí
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îŃ
ŜòĸøĔŃ؟
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ľĨœ 	
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�
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óĉčíō 	
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Ĺîňŋ 	
�
   ō
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óĎļĴĿí	
�
   ŉČŋ	
�
   ņļĿō	
�
   ،ïîøļñ	
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óčŎüĿí
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�
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.îŋČŔĴň÷
	
�
   ĪŔğíŎŃ	
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ņī	
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ŒøĿíō	
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ôœíōč	
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ıŜį

.đîňĿí	
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óĎĻíċ	
�
   Ì	
�
   ĖŔĬ÷	
�
   öŇîĻ	
�
   Ņçō	
�
   îŌňī	
�
   õŎļĔŃ	
�
   ôŔēîŔē



6 Opinion 13 February, 2014

B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWARD

OUR OPINION

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

YT vision 
statement
“To make 

Yemen a good 
world citizen.” 

As Yemen marked the third year 
since its Arab Spring uprising 
on February 11, I realized that 
we should have started our up-
rising years before 2011. Politcal 

pluralism manifested itself in Yemen through 
its opposition parties, we had a relatively 
good civil society presence and we had many 
activists who took to the streets demanding 
all kinds of rights.

For example, all the way back in 2007, the 
area between the Cabinet building and the 
former  premises of the Information Minis-
try was renamed “Freedom Square” by those 
who held protests and sit-ins there—years 
before Tunisia even thought of a revolution 
and years before the sit-ins in Egypt’s Tahrir 
Square. 

But it is what it is, and for some reason we 
had to wait for the Arab Spring to take place 
to get us into action. When the spark was lit, 
Tunisia and Egypt decided their fate in weeks 
while it took Yemen months of popular and 
political struggle before we found a solution. 
And that too, was different a different pro-
cess. Instead of toppling the regime, we made 
a deal and by the end of around one year of 
protests, we signed an agreement—making 
everyone king.

This transition deal, known as the Gulf Co-
operation Council Initiative, required power 
to be shared by both the former regime and 
the former opposition, creating a void of po-
litical opposition. In such transitional sce-
narios, strong civil society and independent 
media	
�
    are	
�
    supposed	
�
    to	
�
    fill	
�
    the	
�
    void	
�
    left	
�
    by	
�
    the	
�
    
opposition and truly represent the public’s 
best interest.

However, this didn’t happen. Unfortunate-
ly, most of today’s media is playing a negative 
role. Not only do they not represent the pub-
lic’s best interest, but they also create chaos, 
instigate hatred and spread fear and anxiety 
in the country.

Not to mention that most Yemeni politi-
cians	
�
    are	
�
    extremely	
�
    selfish	
�
    and	
�
    far	
�
    too	
�
    dense	
�
    
to learn from the past. A quick look at recent 
history would show anyone with eyes how 
propaganda and capitalizing on others’ fail-
ure instead of building one’s success is bound 
to	
�
    backfire.	
�
    Alas,	
�
    there	
�
    is	
�
    no	
�
    cure	
�
    for	
�
    stupid-
ity.

Stupid politicians and a lack of indepen-
dent media and civil society is a very dan-
gerous combination. As it is, we are already 
living through a very fragile transition, sur-
rounded by poverty, armed militia, thugs and 
terrorists.

We can’t afford to have those in charge of 
steering the country through this transition 
committed to their personal, short-sighted 
interests.	
�
    We	
�
    can	
�
    always	
�
    complete	
�
    the	
�
    unfin-
ished business of 2011, but at what cost?
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Yemen’s 2011 

Arab Spring: 

Unfinished	
�
    
Business

Jeremy	
�
    Scahill	
�
    and	
�
    
Glenn	
�
    Greenwald
Firstlook.org
First	
�
    Published	
�
    Feb.	
�
    10

T he National Security Agen-
cy is using complex analy-
sis of electronic surveil-
lance, rather than human 
intelligence, as the prima-

ry method to locate targets for lethal 
drone strikes – an unreliable tactic that 
results in the deaths of innocent or un-
identified	
�
    people.

According to a former drone opera-
tor for the military’s Joint Special Op-
erations Command (JSOC) who also 
worked with the NSA, the agency often 
identifies	
�
    targets	
�
    based	
�
    on	
�
    controversial	
�
    
metadata analysis and cell-phone track-
ing	
�
    technologies.	
�
    Rather	
�
    than	
�
    confirm-
ing a target’s identity with operatives 
or informants on the ground, the CIA 
or the U.S. military then orders a strike 
based on the activity and location of the 
mobile phone a person is believed to be 
using.

The drone operator, who agreed to 
discuss the top-secret programs on the 
condition of anonymity, was a member 
of JSOC’s High Value Targeting task 
force, which is charged with identify-
ing, capturing or killing terrorist sus-
pects in Yemen, Somalia, Afghanistan 
and elsewhere.

His account is bolstered by top-secret 
NSA documents previously provided by 
whistleblower Edward Snowden. It is 
also supported by a former drone sen-
sor operator with the U.S. Air Force, 
Brandon Bryant, who has become an 
outspoken critic of the lethal operations 
in which he was directly involved in 
Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen.

In one tactic, the NSA “geolocates” the 
SIM card or handset of a suspected ter-
rorist’s mobile phone, enabling the CIA 
and U.S. military to conduct night raids 
and drone strikes to kill or capture the 
individual in possession of the device.

The former JSOC drone operator is 
adamant that the technology has been 
responsible for taking out terrorists and 
networks of people facilitating impro-
vised explosive device attacks against 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. But he also 
states that innocent people have “ab-
solutely” been killed as a result of the 
NSA’s increasing reliance on the sur-
veillance tactic.

One problem, he explains, is that 
targets are increasingly aware of the 
NSA’s reliance on geolocating, and have 
moved to thwart the tactic. Some have 
as many as 16 different SIM cards as-
sociated with their identity within the 
High Value Target system. Others, un-
aware that their mobile phone is being 
targeted, lend their phone, with the SIM 
card in it, to friends, children, spouses 
and family members.

Some top Taliban leaders, knowing 
of the NSA’s targeting method, have 
purposely and randomly distributed 
SIM cards among their units in order 
to elude their trackers. “They would do 
things like go to meetings, take all their 
SIM cards out, put them in a bag, mix 
them up, and everybody gets a different 
SIM card when they leave,” the former 
drone operator says. “That’s how they 
confuse us.”

As a result, even when the agency cor-
rectly	
�
    identifies	
�
    and	
�
    targets	
�
    a	
�
    SIM	
�
    card	
�
    
belonging to a terror suspect, the phone 
may actually be carried by someone 
else, who is then killed in a strike. Ac-
cording to the former drone operator, 
the geolocation cells at the NSA that run 
the tracking program – known as Geo 
Cell –sometimes facilitate strikes with-

out knowing whether the individual in 
possession of a tracked cell phone or 
SIM card is in fact the intended target 
of the strike.

“Once the bomb lands or a night raid 
happens, you know that phone is there,” 
he says. “But we don’t know who’s be-
hind it, who’s holding it. It’s of course 
assumed that the phone belongs to a 
human being who is nefarious and con-
sidered an ‘unlawful enemy combatant.’ 
This is where it gets very shady.”

The former drone operator also says 
that he personally participated in drone 
strikes where the identity of the target 
was known, but other unknown people 
nearby were also killed.

“They might have been terrorists,” he 
says. “Or they could have been family 
members who have nothing to do with 
the target’s activities.”

What’s more, he adds, the NSA often 
locates drone targets by analyzing the 
activity of a SIM card, rather than the 
actual content of the calls. Based on his 
experience, he has come to believe that 
the drone program amounts to little 
more than death by unreliable meta-
data.

“People get hung up that there’s a tar-
geted list of people,” he says. “It’s really 
like we’re targeting a cell phone. We’re 
not going after people – we’re going af-
ter their phones, in the hopes that the 
person on the other end of that missile 
is the bad guy.”

The Obama administration has re-
peatedly insisted that its operations kill 
terrorists with the utmost precision.

In his speech at the National Defense 
University last May, President Obama 
declared that “before any strike is tak-
en, there must be near-certainty that no 
civilians will be killed or injured – the 
highest standard we can set.” He added 
that, “by narrowly targeting our action 
against those who want to kill us and 
not the people they hide among, we are 
choosing the course of action least likely 
to result in the loss of innocent life.”

But the increased reliance on phone 
tracking and other fallible surveillance 
tactics suggests that the opposite is true. 
The Bureau of Investigative Journalism, 
which uses a conservative methodology 
to track drone strikes, estimates that 
at least 273 civilians in Pakistan, Ye-
men and Somalia have been killed by 
unmanned aerial assaults under the 
Obama administration. A recent study 
conducted by a U.S. military adviser 
found that, during a single year in Af-
ghanistan – where the majority of drone 

strikes have taken place – unmanned 
vehicles were 10 times more likely than 
conventional aircraft to cause civilian 
casualties.

The NSA declined to respond to ques-
tions for this article. Caitlin Hayden, a 
spokesperson for the National Security 
Council, also refused to discuss “the 
type of operational detail that, in our 
view, should not be published.”

In describing the administration’s 
policy on targeted killings, Hayden 
would not say whether strikes are ever 
ordered without the use of human in-
telligence. She emphasized that “our 
assessments are not based on a single 
piece of information. We gather and 
scrutinize information from a variety 
of sources and methods before we draw 
conclusions.”

Hayden felt free, however, to note the 
role that human intelligence plays af-
ter a deadly strike occurs. “After any 
use of targeted lethal force, when there 
are indications that civilian deaths may 
have occurred, intelligence analysts 
draw on a large body of information – 
including human intelligence, signals 
intelligence, media reports, and sur-
veillance footage – to help us make in-
formed determinations about whether 
civilians were in fact killed or injured.”

The government does not appear to 
apply the same standard of care in se-
lecting whom to target for assassina-
tion. The former JSOC drone operator 
estimates that the overwhelming ma-
jority of high-value target operations 
he worked on in Afghanistan relied on 
signals intelligence, known as SIGINT, 
based on the NSA’s phone-tracking 
technology.

“Everything they turned into a kinet-
ic strike or a night raid was almost 90 
percent that,” he says. “You could tell, 
because you’d go back to the mission re-
ports and it will say ‘this mission was 
triggered by SIGINT,’ which means it 
was triggered by a geolocation cell.”

In July, the Washington Post relied 
exclusively on former senior U.S. intelli-
gence	
�
    officials	
�
    and	
�
    anonymous	
�
    sources	
�
    
to herald the NSA’s claims about its ef-
fectiveness at geolocating terror sus-
pects.

Within the NSA, the paper reported, 
“A motto quickly caught on at Geo Cell: 
‘We Track ’Em, You Whack ’Em.’”

But the Post article included virtually 
no skepticism about the NSA’s claims, 
and no discussion at all about how the 
unreliability of the agency’s targeting 
methods results in the killing of inno-
cents.

In fact, as the former JSOC drone 
operator recounts, tracking people by 
metadata and then killing them by SIM 
card	
�
    is	
�
    inherently	
�
    flawed.	
�
    The	
�
    NSA	
�
    “will	
�
    
develop a pattern,” he says, “where they 
understand that this is what this per-
son’s voice sounds like, this is who his 

friends are, this is who his commander 
is, this is who his subordinates are. And 
they put them into a matrix. But it’s not 
always correct. There’s a lot of human 
error in that.”

The JSOC operator’s account is sup-
ported by another insider who was di-
rectly involved in the drone program. 
Brandon Bryant spent six years as a 
“stick monkey” – a drone sensor opera-
tor who controls the “eyes” of the U.S. 
military’s unmanned aerial vehicles. By 
the time he left the Air Force in 2011, 
Bryant’s squadron, which included a 
small crew of veteran drone operators, 
had been credited with killing 1,626 
“enemies” in action.

Bryant says he has come forward 
because he is tormented by the loss of 
civilian life he believes that he and his 
squadron may have caused. Today he 
is committed to informing the public 
about	
�
    lethal	
�
    flaws	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    U.S.	
�
    drone	
�
    pro-
gram.

Bryant describes the program as 
highly compartmentalized: Drone op-
erators taking shots at targets on the 
ground have little idea where the intel-
ligence is coming from.

“I don’t know who we worked with,” 
Bryant says. “We were never privy to 
that sort of information. If the NSA did 
work with us, like, I have no clue.”

During the course of his career, Bryant 
says, many targets of U.S. drone strikes 
evolved their tactics, particularly in the 
handling of cell phones. “They’ve gotten 
really smart now and they don’t make 
the same mistakes as they used to,” he 
says. “They’d get rid of the SIM card and 
they’d get a new phone, or they’d put the 
SIM card in the new phone.”

As the former JSOC drone operator 
describes	
�
    –	
�
    and	
�
    as	
�
    classified	
�
    documents	
�
    
obtained	
�
     from	
�
    Snowden	
�
    confirm	
�
    –	
�
     the	
�
    
NSA doesn’t just locate the cell phones 
of terror suspects by intercepting com-
munications from cell phone towers 
and Internet service providers. The 
agency also equips drones and other 
aircraft with devices known as “virtual 
base-tower transceivers” – creating, in 
effect, a fake cell phone tower that can 
force a targeted person’s device to lock 
onto the NSA’s receiver without their 
knowledge.

That, in turn, allows the military to 
track the cell phone to within 30 feet 
of its actual location, feeding the real-
time data to teams of drone operators 
who conduct missile strikes or facilitate 
night raids.

The NSA geolocation system used by 
JSOC is known by the code name GIL-
GAMESH. Under the program, a spe-
cially constructed device is attached 
to the drone. As the drone circles, the 
device locates the SIM card or handset 
that the military believes is used by the 
target.

Continued on page 7

The	
�
    NSA’s	
�
    secret	
�
    role	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    U.S.	
�
    
assassination	
�
    program

It’s really like 
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cell phone. We’re 
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people – we’re go-
ing after their 
phones, in the 
hopes that the per-
son on the other 
end of that missile 
is the bad guy.

Within the NSA, 
the paper re-
ported, “A motto 
quickly caught on 
at Geo Cell: ‘We 
Track ’Em, You 
Whack ’Em.’”

They’d get rid of 
the SIM card and 
they’d get a new 
phone, or they’d 
put the SIM card 
in the new phone.



Relying on this method, says the 
former JSOC drone operator, means 
that the “wrong people” could be 
killed due to metadata errors, par-
ticularly in Yemen, Pakistan and 
Somalia. “We don’t have people 
on the ground – we don’t have the 
same forces, informants, or infor-
mation coming in from those areas 
– as we do where we have a strong 
foothold, like we do in Afghanistan. 
I would say that it’s even more like-
ly that mistakes are made in places 
such as Yemen or Somalia, and es-
pecially Pakistan.”

As of May 2013, according to the 
former drone operator, President 
Obama had cleared 16 people in 
Yemen	
�
    and	
�
    five	
�
    in	
�
    Somalia	
�
    for	
�
    tar-
geting in strikes. Before a strike is 
green-lit, he says, there must be at 
least two sources of intelligence. 
The problem is that both of those 
sources often involve NSA-supplied 
data, rather than human intelli-
gence (HUMINT).

As the former drone operator ex-
plains, the process of tracking and 
ultimately killing a targeted person 
is known within the military as F3: 
Find, Fix, Finish. “Since there’s al-
most zero HUMINT operations in 
Yemen – at least involving JSOC – 
every one of their strikes relies on 
signals	
�
     and	
�
     imagery	
�
     for	
�
     confirma-
tion: signals being the cell phone 
lock,	
�
    which	
�
    is	
�
    the	
�
    ‘find’	
�
    and	
�
    imagery	
�
    
being the ‘unblinking eye’ which is 
the	
�
     ‘fix.’”	
�
    The	
�
     “finish”	
�
     is	
�
     the	
�
     strike	
�
    
itself.

“JSOC acknowledges that it would 
be completely helpless without the 
NSA conducting mass surveillance 
on an industrial level,” the former 
drone operator says. “That is what 
creates those baseball cards you 
hear about,” featuring potential 
targets for drone strikes or raids.

President Obama signs authori-
zations for “hits” that remain valid 
for 60 days. If a target cannot be 
located within that period, it must 
be reviewed and renewed. Accord-
ing to the former drone operator, 
it can take 18 months or longer to 
move from intelligence gathering 
to getting approval to actually car-
rying out a strike in Yemen. “What 
that tells me,” he says, “is that com-
manders, once given the authori-
zation needed to strike, are more 
likely to strike when they see an 
opportunity – even if there’s a high 
chance of civilians being killed, too 
– because in their mind they might 
never get the chance to strike that 
target again.”

While drones are not the only 
method used to kill targets, they 
have	
�
     become	
�
     so	
�
     prolific	
�
     that	
�
     they	
�
    
are now a standard part of U.S. 
military culture. Remotely piloted 
Reaper and Predator vehicles are 
often given nicknames. Among 
those used in Afghanistan, says the 
former JSOC drone operator, were 
“Lightning” and “Sky Raider.”

The latter drone, he adds, was 
also referred to as “Sky Raper,” for 
a simple reason – “because it killed 
a lot of people.” When operators 
were assigned to “Sky Raper,” he 
adds, it meant that “somebody was 
going to die. It was always set to the 
most high-priority missions.”

In addition to the GILGAMESH 
system used by JSOC, the CIA uses 
a similar NSA platform known as 
SHENANIGANS. The operation – 
previously undisclosed – utilizes 
a pod on aircraft that vacuums up 
massive amounts of data from any 
wireless routers, computers, smart 
phones or other electronic devices 
that are within range.

One top-secret NSA document 
provided by Snowden is written by 
a SHENANIGANS operator who 
documents his March 2012 deploy-
ment to Oman, where the CIA has 
established a drone base. The op-
erator describes how, from almost 
four miles in the air, he searched 
for communications devices be-
lieved to be used by Al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula in neighbor-
ing Yemen.The mission was code 
named VICTORYDANCE.

“The VICTORYDANCE mission 
was a great experience,” the op-
erator writes. “It was truly a joint 
interagency effort between CIA 
and NSA. Flights and targets were 
coordinated with both CIAers 
and NSAers. The mission lasted 
6	
�
    months,	
�
    during	
�
    which	
�
    43	
�
    flights	
�
    
were	
�
    flown.”

VICTORYDANCE, he adds, 
“mapped	
�
     the	
�
     Wi-­Fi	
�
     fingerprint	
�
     of	
�
    
nearly every major town in Ye-
men.”

The NSA has played an increas-
ingly central role in drone killings 
over	
�
    the	
�
    past	
�
    five	
�
    years.	
�
    In	
�
    one	
�
    top-­
secret NSA document from 2010, 
the head of the agency’s Strategic 
Planning and Policy Division of the 
Counterterrorism Mission Manage-
ment Center recounts the history of 
the NSA’s involvement in Yemen. 
Shortly before President Obama 
took	
�
     office,	
�
     the	
�
     document	
�
     reveals,	
�
    
the agency began to “shift analytic 
resources to focus on Yemen.”

In 2008, the NSA had only three 
analysts dedicated to Al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula in Yemen. 
By the fall of 2009, it had 45 ana-
lysts, and the agency was producing 
“high quality” signal intelligence 
for the CIA and JSOC.

In December 2009, utilizing the 
NSA’s metadata collection pro-
grams, the Obama administration 
dramatically escalated U.S. drone 
and cruise missile strikes in Ye-
men.
The	
�
     first	
�
     strike	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     country	
�
    

known to be authorized by Obama 
targeted an alleged Al-Qaeda camp 
in the southern village of al-Maja-
la.

The strike, which included the 
use of cluster bombs, resulted in 
the deaths of 14 women and 21 
children. It is not clear whether the 
strike was based on metadata col-
lection; the White House has never 
publicly explained the strike or the 
source of the faulty intelligence that 
led to the civilian fatalities.

Another top-secret NSA docu-
ment	
�
     confirms	
�
     that	
�
     the	
�
     agency	
�
    
“played a key supporting role” in 
the drone strike in September 2011 
that killed U.S. citizen Anwar al-
Awlaki, as well as another Ameri-
can, Samir Khan. According to the 
2013	
�
    Congressional	
�
    Budget	
�
    Justifi-
cation, “The CIA tracked [Awlaki] 
for three weeks before a joint oper-
ation with the U.S. military killed” 

the two Americans in Yemen, along 
with two other people.

When Brandon Bryant left his Air 
Force squadron in April 2011, the 
unit was aiding JSOC in its hunt for 
the American-born cleric. The CIA 
took the lead in the hunt for Awlaki 
after JSOC tried and failed to kill 
him in the spring of 2011.

According to Bryant, the NSA’s 
expanded role in Yemen has only 
added to what he sees as the risk of 
fatal errors already evident in CIA 
operations. “They’re very non-dis-
criminate with how they do things, 
as far as you can see their actions 
over in Pakistan and the devasta-
tion that they’ve had there,” Bry-
ant says about the CIA. “It feels 
like they tried to bring those same 
tactics they used over in Pakistan 
down to Yemen. It’s a repeat of tac-
tical thinking, instead of intelligent 
thinking.”

Those within the system under-
stand that the government’s tar-
geting tactics are fundamentally 
flawed.	
�
     According	
�
     to	
�
     the	
�
     former	
�
    
JSOC drone operator, instructors 
who oversee GILGAMESH training 
emphasize: “‘This isn’t a science. 
This is an art.’ It’s kind of a way of 
saying that it’s not perfect.”

Yet the tracking “pods” mounted 
on the bottom of drones have facili-
tated thousands of “capture or kill” 
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Yemen, Somalia and Pakistan since 
September 11. One top-secret NSA 
document provided by Snowden 
notes	
�
     that	
�
     by	
�
     2009,	
�
     “for	
�
     the	
�
     first	
�
    
time in the history of the U.S. Air 
Force, more pilots were trained 
to	
�
     fly	
�
     drones	
�
    …	
�
     than	
�
     conventional	
�
    
fighter	
�
    aircraft,”	
�
     leading	
�
     to	
�
    a	
�
     “‘tip-
ping point’ in U.S. military combat 
behavior in resorting to air strikes 
in areas of undeclared wars,” such 
as Yemen and Pakistan.

The document continues: “Did 
you ever think you would see the 
day when the U.S. would be con-
ducting combat operations in a 
country equipped with nuclear 
weapons without a boot on the 
ground or a pilot in the air?”

Even NSA operatives seem to rec-
ognize how profoundly the agency’s 
tracking technology deviates from 
standard operating methods of 
war.

One NSA document from 2005 
poses this question: “What re-
sembles ‘LITTLE BOY’ (one of the 
atomic bombs dropped on Japan 
during World War II) and as LIT-
TLE BOY did, represents the dawn 
of a new era (at least in SIGINT and 
precision geolocation)?”

Its reply: “If you answered a pod 
mounted on an Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle	
�
    (UAV)	
�
    that	
�
    is	
�
    currently	
�
    fly-
ing in support of the Global War on 
Terrorism, you would be correct.”

Another document boasts that 
geolocation technology has “cued 
and compressed numerous ‘kill 
chains’ (i.e. all of the steps taken to 
find,	
�
     track,	
�
     target,	
�
     and	
�
     engage	
�
     the	
�
    
enemy), resulting in untold num-
bers of enemy killed and captured 
in Afghanistan as well as the saving 
of U.S. and Coalition lives.”

The former JSOC drone operator, 
however, remains highly disturbed 
by the unreliability of such meth-
ods. Like other whistleblowers, 
including Edward Snowden and 
Chelsea Manning, he says that his 
efforts to alert his superiors to the 
problems were brushed off. “The 
system continues to work because, 
like most things in the military, the 
people who use it trust it uncondi-
tionally,” he says.

When he would raise objec-
tions about intelligence that was 
“rushed” or “inaccurate” or “out-
right wrong,” he adds, “the most 
common response I would get was 
‘JSOC wouldn’t spend millions and 
millions of dollars, and man hours, 
to go after someone if they weren’t 
certain that they were the right 
person.’ There is a saying at the 
NSA: ‘SIGINT never lies.’ It may be 
true that SIGINT never lies, but it’s 
subject to human error.”

The government’s assassination 
program is actually constructed, 
he adds, to avoid self-correction. 
“They make rushed decisions and 
are often wrong in their assess-
ments. They jump to conclusions 
and there is no going back to cor-
rect mistakes.” Because there is an 
ever-increasing demand for more 
targets to be added to the kill list, 
he says, the mentality is “just keep 
feeding the beast.”

For Bryant, the killing of Aw-
laki – followed two weeks later by 
the killing of his 16-year-old son, 
Abdulrahman al Awlaki, also an 
American citizen – motivated him 
to speak out. Last October, Bryant 
appeared before a panel of experts 
at the United Nations – including 
the UN’s special rapporteur on hu-
man rights and counterterrorism, 
Ben Emmerson, who is currently 
conducting an investigation into ci-
vilians killed by drone strikes.

Dressed in hiking boots and 
brown cargo pants, Bryant called 
for “independent investigations” 
into the Obama administration’s 
drone program. “At the end of our 
pledge of allegiance, we say ‘with 
liberty and justice for all,’” he told 
the panel. “I believe that should be 
applied to not only American citi-
zens, but everyone that we inter-
act with as well, to put them on an 
equal level and to treat them with 
respect.”

Unlike those who oversee the 
drone program, Bryant also took 
personal responsibility for his ac-
tions in the killing of Awlaki. “I was 
a drone operator for six years, ac-
tive duty for six years in the U.S. 
Air Force, and I was party to the 
violations of constitutional rights 
of an American citizen who should 
have been tried under a jury,” he 

said. “And because I violated that 
constitutional right, I became an 
enemy of the American people.”

Bryant later told The Intercept, 
“I had to get out because we were 
told that the president wanted Aw-
laki dead. And I wanted him dead. 
I was told that he was a traitor to 
our	
�
    country….	
�
    I	
�
    didn’t	
�
    really	
�
    under-
stand that our Constitution covers 
people, American citizens, who 
have betrayed our country. They 
still deserve a trial.”

The killing of Awlaki and his son 
still haunt Bryant. The younger 
Awlaki, Abdulrahman, had run 
away	
�
     from	
�
    home	
�
     to	
�
     try	
�
     to	
�
    find	
�
    his	
�
    
dad, whom he had not seen in three 
years. But his father was killed 
before Abdulrahman could locate 
him. Abdulrahman was then killed 
in a separate strike two weeks lat-
er as he ate dinner with his teen-
age cousin and some friends. The 
White House has never explained 
the strike.

“I don’t think there’s any day that 
goes by when I don’t think about 
those two, to be honest,” Bryant 
says. “The kid doesn’t seem like 
someone who would be a suicide 

bomber or want to die or something 
like that. He honestly seems like a 
kid who missed his dad and went 
there to go see his dad.”

Last May, President Obama ac-
knowledged that “the necessary 
secrecy” involved in lethal strikes 
“can end up shielding our govern-
ment from the public scrutiny that 
a troop deployment invites. It can 
also lead a president and his team 
to view drone strikes as a cure-all 
for terrorism.”

But that, says the former JSOC 
operator, is precisely what has 
happened. Given how much the 
government now relies on drone 
strikes – and given how many of 
those strikes are now dependent on 
metadata rather than human intel-
ligence – the operator warns that 
political	
�
    officials	
�
    may	
�
    view	
�
    the	
�
    geo-
location program as more depend-
able than it really is.

“I don’t know whether or not 
President Obama would be com-
fortable approving the drone 
strikes if he knew the potential for 
mistakes that are there,” he says. 
“All he knows is what he’s told.”

Whether or not Obama is fully 
aware of the errors built into the 
program of targeted assassination, 
he and his top advisors have repeat-
edly made clear that the president 
himself directly oversees the drone 
operation and takes full responsi-
bility for it. Obama once reportedly 
told his aides that it “turns out I’m 
really good at killing people.”

The president added, “Didn’t 
know that was gonna be a strong 
suit of mine.”

Ryan Devereaux contributed to 
this article.
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The NSA’s secret role in the U.S. assassination program

CONTINUING FROM PAGE 6

The NSA has 
played an in-
creasingly 
central role in 
drone killings 
over the past 
five	
�
    years.	
�
    

The	
�
    first	
�
    strike	
�
    
in the country 
known to be 
authorized by 
Obama tar-
geted an alleged 
Al-Qaeda camp 
in the southern 
village of al-
Majala.

He honestly 
seems like a kid 
who missed his 
dad and went 
there to go see 
his dad.
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óčíďō
٠١/٢٨٢٩٦٣ 	
�
   őĎĿíō	
�
   ôīíčĐĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٦٢٨٠٩ 	
�
   ľńĬĿíō	
�
   ôŔīîńøÿśí	
�
   ŅŎìĘĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٤٠٢٢١٣ 	
�
   ôŔŇŎŇîĸĿí	
�
   ŅŎìĘĿí	
�
   óčíďō

٠١/٢٥٢٢١١ 	
�
   ŅîļĔĿíō	
�
   ôŃîĬĿí	
�
   ôĄĜĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٤٧٢٩١٣ 	
�
   ôğîœĎĿíō	
�
   ïîòĘĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٣٥٤٦٢ 	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   óčîĀøĿíō	
�
   ôīîňĜĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٣٦٥١٢ 	
�
   ĽĊĬĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٢٠٠٥٠ 	
�
   ôăîŔĔĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٤٠٢٢٥٤ 	
�
   ņŔñĎøİńĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٠٢٣٠٩/١٠ 	
�
   ŅĉîĬńĿíō	
�
   ĢĴňĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٨٩٥٧٧ 	
�
   ôŔŀćíĊĿí	
�
   ŅŎìė	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٦٠٩٠٣ 	
�
   ľĸňĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٤٤٤٨٣١ 	
�
   ŅîĔŇśí	
�
   ĵŎĸă	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٣٣١٤٦٠ 	
�
   õîŃŎŀĬńĿí	
�
   ôŔňĸ÷ō	
�
   õśîĜ÷śí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٢٧٢٤٢ 	
�
   ôŔŀĄńĿí	
�
   óčíĉśí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٧٤٠٠٨ 	
�
   ŁŜīśí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٥٠١٠١ 	
�
   ŒĿōĊĿí	
�
   ŅōîĬøĿíō	
�
   ĢŔĤĈøĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٥٢٧٣٢ 	
�
   łŔŀĬøĿíō	
�
   ôŔñĎøĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٥٣٧٩١٤ 	
�
   ôŔÿčîĈĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٣٣٢٧٠١ 	
�
   ôŔŀćíĊĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٢٦٠٣٦٥ 	
�
   ôŔĿîńĿí	
�
   óčíďō

 ٠١/٢٠٢٢٢٥٧ 	
�
   õŜěíŎńĿí	
�
   óčíďō
٠١/٤١٨٢٨٩ 	
�
   ôìŔòĿíō	
�
   ŉîŔńĿí	
�
   óčíďō

      ٠١/٣٢٦١٩٦ 	
�
   àîñĎŌļĿí	
�
   óčíďō

االبنوكك
٢٦٠٨٢٣ /٠١ 	
�
   þŔŀĈĿíō	
�
   ņńŔĿí	
�
   ĺňñ
٠١/٢٦٠٨٢٤:	
�
   ı 	
�
   
٢٧٠٣٤٧/٨/٩ /٠٢	
�
   ŅĊī	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   

  ٢٣٧٨٢٤ /٠٢	
�
   :ı 	
�
   
 ٢٠٣٢٧١ /٠١	
�
   :ı 	
�
   ŒŃŜēří	
�
   ņŃîĠøĿí	
�
   ĺňñ
٢٧٧٢٢٤ /٠١ 	
�
   őčîĀøĿí	
�
   ĺňòĿí
٠١/٢٧٧٢٩١	
�
   :ı 	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   

  ٠١/٢٦٤٧٠٢ - ٠١/٢٦٤٧٧٥ 	
�
   ľŃîĘĿí	
�
   ņœĎĄòĿí	
�
   ņńŔĿí	
�
   ıĎĜŃ
٥٠٣٣٥٠ /٠١-٠١/٢٦٤٧٠٣:ı 	
�
   
٠١/٤٠٧٠٣٠ 	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŒĿōĊĿí	
�
   ņńŔĿí	
�
   ĺňñ
٠١/٢٧٦٥٨٥/٢ 	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŒñĎĬĿí	
�
   ĺňòĿí
٠١/٥٦٣٨١٣ 	
�
   ŒīíčĐĿí	
�
   ĲŔŀĔøĿí	
�
   ĺňñ

 ٢٧٤٣١٤ /٠١ 	
�
   őĐĻĎńĿí	
�
   ĺňòĿí
٠١/٤٤٩٧٣١ 	
�
   ľŃśí	
�
   ĺňñ
٠١/٥١٧٥٤٤ 	
�
   ŒĿōĊĿí	
�
   őĎĤĸĿí	
�
   ĺňòĿí
٠١/٢٧١٦٠١ 	
�
   ĎŔńĬøĿíō	
�
   àîĘŇŜĿ	
�
   ŒňńŔĿí	
�
   ĺňñ
٠١/٢٨٦٥٠٦ 	
�
   ŒŃŜēśí	
�
   îòē	
�
   ĺňñ

٠١/٢٧٤٣٧١ 	
�
   ŅŎŔĿîĻ	
�
   ĺňñ
٠١/٤٠٧٥٤٠ 	
�
   ĊøŔńĿ	
�
   ĺňñ	
�
   ĊøœîŇŎœ
٠١/٥٣٨٩٠١ 	
�
   ŒŃŜēśí	
�
   ĹîĻ	
�
   ĺňñ
٠١/٢٠٩٤٥١ 	
�
   õíàîĘŇśíō	
�
   óčîĀøŀĿ	
�
   öœŎļĿíō	
�
   ņńŔĿí	
�
   ĺňñ
 

تأجير سياررااتت
٠١/٥٠٦٣٧٢   (Budget	
�
   )	
�
   ôœōíď
٠١/٢٤٠٩٥٨	
�
   :	
�
   ı 	
�
   
٠١/٢٧٠٧٥١ 	
�
   čîĻ	
�
   ïčŎœ
٠١/٥٤٥٩٨٥	
�
   ŅŎ÷ĎŔė	
�
   ĩĎĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   
٠٢/٢٤٥٦٢٥	
�
   ŅĊī	
�
   ĩĎĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   
٤٤٠٣٠٩-٠١	
�
   	
�
   àîĬňě 	
�
   õíčîŔĔĿí	
�
   ĎŔÿäøĿ	
�
   Đ÷ĎŔŋ
٠١/٥٨٩٥٤٥	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŅŎ÷íĎŔė	
�
   ĩĎĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   
٢٤٥٦٢٥-٠٢	
�
   	
�
   ŅĊī 	
�
   

مرااكز تدرريب ووتعليم االكمبوتر
٧/ ٠١/٤٤٥٥١٨ 	
�
   Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿí	
�
   łŔŀĬøĿ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   NIIT

االبريد االسريع
        

 

  ٤٤٠١٧٠  /٠١	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   àîĬňě
  ٦٢٦ ٢٤٥ /٠٢	
�
   õ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŅĊī

  ٢٦٦٩٧٥ /٠٣	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŉĊœĊĄĿí
 ٧٨٠ ٢٠٥ /٠٤	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ĐĬ÷
 ٤١١٩٨٨ /٠٤	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ïç
  ٣٠٢٦٤١ /٠٥	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŜļńĿí
 ٢٠٢٣٢٦ /٠٥	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŉŎòė
 ٤٠٧٢١٩ /٠٥	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŅŎìŔē
                                      ٧٧٧٧٨٨٦٦٠	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ıîĄŀñ
  ٦٦٠٤٩٨ /٠٥	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŏĎĤĸē

UPS  ٠١/٤١٦٧٥١
 DHL٤٤١٠٩٦/٧/٨-٠١

شحن ووتوصيل
	
�
   ،٤٣١٣٣٩ ١ ٩٦٧ 	
�
   ôŃîĬĿí	
�
   õîŃĊĈŀĿ	
�
   ŏĊňĿí	
�
   ĐĻĎŃ
٤٣١٣٤٠	
�
   :ĒĻîĳ 	
�
   
alnada2@yemen.net.ye
٠١/٥٣١٢٢١ -٥٣١٢٣١  M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
٢٦٧٩٢٩ /٠١ 	
�
   àîĬňě	
�
   -	
�
   ņĄĘŀĿ	
�
   ôŔńĿîĬĿí

مستشفياتت
٦٦-٠١/٢٤٦٩٦٧	
�
   	
�
    	
�
   óčŎüĿí	
�
   ŐĴĘøĔŃ
٨٧-٠١/٢٧٤٢٨٦  	
�
   őčŎŌńĀĿí	
�
   ŐĴĘøĔŃ
٦٠٠٠٠٠ /٠١ 	
�
   úœĊĄĿí	
�
   ŒŇîńĿśí	
�
   ŐĴĘøĔńĿí

 ٠١/٦٠١٨٨٩	
�
   :	
�
   ı 	
�
   
 ٤٤٤٩٣٦ /٠١ 	
�
   úœĊĄĿí	
�
   Œŀŋśí	
�
   ŐĴĘøĔńĿí
٠١/٥٠٠٠٠٠	
�
    	
�
   îŔÿŎŀňļøĿíō	
�
   ŁŎŀĬĿí	
�
   ŐĴĘøĔŃ
٠١/٢٨٣٢٨٣	
�
    	
�
   öœŎļĿí	
�
   ŐĴĘøĔŃ

شركاتت طيراانن
٤٥٤٥٤٥ /٠١ 	
�
   ôŔňńŔĿí	
�
   ŅíĎŔģ
٠١/٢١٧١٢٦	
�
   :	
�
   ĐĬ÷	
�
   ĩĎĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   
٠٢/٢٥٢٤٥٦	
�
   :ŅĊī	
�
   ĩĎĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   
٠٣/٢٠١٤٧٤	
�
   :	
�
   óĊœĊĄĿí	
�
   ĩĎĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   
٠١/٢٥٠٨٠٠  ٠١/٥٦٥٦٥٦ 	
�
   óĊŔĬĔĿí
٠١/٤٤٤٤٤٢ 	
�
   ôŔ÷íčîŃří
٠١/٤٢٧٩٩٣ 	
�
   ôŔñŎŔûří
٠١/٢١٣٤٠٠ 	
�
   (íĐŇîŌøĳŎĿ)	
�
   ôŔŇîńĿŗí
٣-٠١/٤٤٥٩٧٠ 	
�
   ôŔĻĎøĿí
٠١/٥٠٦٥٧٤ 	
�
   ôœĉŎĬĔĿí
٠١/٥٠٦٠٣٠ 	
�
   ôœĎĤĸĿí
٠١/٤٤٠٩٢٢ 	
�
   þŔŀĈĿí	
�
   ŅíĎŔģ
٠١/٤٤٦٠٦٤/٥/٧ 	
�
   àîĬňě	
�
   -	
�
   ôŔŇĉčŗí	
�
   ŅíĎŔģ
٠١/٤٤٢٧٢٥ 	
�
   ĉîĄ÷śí	
�
   ŅíĎŔģ
٠١/٤٤٦٧٥٠ 	
�
   Œñĉ	
�
   ŅíĎŔģ

فناددقق
٦٦-٠١/٢١٢٥٤٤                    	
�
   	
�
   àîĬňě	
�
   čŎŔĻĎŔŃ	
�
   ĵĊňĳ
٠٢/٣٢٨٦٦٦	
�
   	
�
   ŅĊī 	
�
   
٠١/٤١٨٥٤٥/٧ 	
�
   Ďńė	
�
   ĵĊňĳ
٠١/٥٤٦٦٦٦	
�
    	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ĺŔòńĳŎŃ	
�
   ĵĊňĳ
٠١/٥٤٦٠٠٠	
�
   :	
�
   ı 	
�
   
٠١/٤٣٢٠٢٠/٣٠/٤٠ 	
�
   őĉčōďś	
�
   ĵĊňĳ
٠١/٤٢٣٠٣٠ 	
�
   Ēňœĉďč	
�
   óĊŔě	
�
   ýî÷	
�
   ĵĊňĳ
١٤-٠١/٤٤٠٣٠٥/٧ 	
�
   àîĬňě	
�
   -	
�
   ôķĊňĴŀĿ	
�
   ôŔńĿîĬĿí
٠١/٤١٨٣٢٠ 	
�
   àîĬňě	
�
   -	
�
   ŅíĎŌė	
�
   ĵĊňĳ

معاهد
٠١/٤٤٥٤٨٢/٣/٤	
�
    	
�
   ŒĿîœ	
�
   ĊŌĬŃ
٠١/٢٦٤٢٢١	
�
    	
�
   ŒøĿí	
�
   ĊŌĬŃ
٠١/٥٥٧٤١٥	
�
   :	
�
   ı 	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿíō	
�
   õîİŀĿ	
�
   ŒŇîĤœĎòĿí	
�
   ĊŌĬńĿí
٠١/٥٣٧٨٧١ 	
�
   	
�
   ĊŔĔĻí	
�
   ĊŌĬŃ

 ٠١/٤٤١٠٣٦ 	
�
   ŒĿîŃ	
�
   ĊŌĬŃ
٠١/٤٤٨٥٧٣ 	
�
   ŅĐœíčŎŋ	
�
   ĊŌĬŃ

شركاتت االتأمين
٠١/٥٥٥٥٥٥ 	
�
   ņŔŃäøŀĿ	
�
   óĊĄøńĿí
٠١/٢٧٢٩٢٤ 	
�
   ņŔŃäøŀĿ	
�
   ôŔňģŎĿí

ņŔŃäøŀĿ	
�
   ôŔŃŜēří	
�
   ôŔňńŔĿí	
�
   ôĻĎĘĿí
٠١/٦٠٨٢٧٢ 	
�
   ņŔŃäøĿí	
�
   óĉîīçō
٠١/٢١٤٠٩٣	
�
    	
�
   ŅîŃã	
�
   ôĻĎė
٠١/٤٢٨٨٠٩ 	
�
   ņŔŃäøĿí	
�
   óĉîīçō	
�
   ņŔŃäøŀĿ	
�
   óĎœĐĀĿí
	
�
   :ĒĻîĳ	
�
   ٤٤٨٣٤٠/١/٢ 	
�
   ņŔŃäøŀĿ	
�
   ôœĎĤĸĿí	
�
   ôŔňńŔĿí	
�
   ôĻĎĘĿí
٤٤٨٣٣٩

مدااررسس
٠١/٤٤٠٨٤٠:ĒĻîĴŀ÷ 	
�
   ĽîĴģŗí	
�
   ôăíō	
�
   ôğōč
٧٣٣٤٥٥٦٤٥	
�
   :ľœîñŎŃ   
٠١/٤١٤٠٢٦	
�
    	
�
   Ŏòňـœč	
�
   ôēčĊŃ

              ٠١/٤٢٤٤٣٣  
  ٠١/٣٧٠١٩١/٢	
�
    	
�
   ôŔĿōĊĿí	
�
   àîĬňě	
�
   đčíĊŃ
     ٠١/٣٧٠١٩٣:	
�
   ı 	
�
   	
�
   
٠١/٤٤٨٢٥٨/٩ 	
�
   ŊŔĿōĊĿí	
�
   ŊŔĻĎøĿí	
�
   ôēčĊŃ
٠١/٣٨٢٠٩١ 	
�
   õíčîňŃ	
�
   ôēčĊŃ

سفرياتت
٠١/٢٧٤٦٩١    ٠١/٢٨٠٧٧٧ 	
�
   őŜĳ	
�
   đĊķ
	
�
   ŅĊī	
�
   ٥٣٥٠٨٠ /٠١  ôăîŔĔĿíō	
�
   õîœĎĴĔŀĿ	
�
   őîļē
٢٢١٢٧٠ /٠٢
٤٤٤١١٨ 	
�
   ĎĸĜĿí	
�
   õŜĤī
٤٤٦٢٥٠ 	
�
   ĎĸĜĿí	
�
   Ľîńīã	
�
   ĐĻĎŃ
٤٤١١٥٨/٥٩/٦٠-٠١	
�
    	
�
   ŊăîŔĔĿíō	
�
   õîœĎĴĔŀĿ	
�
   ŊŔńĿîĬĿí
٦-٠١/٢٧٢٨٩٥ 	
�
   ņńŔĿí	
�
   õîœĎĴē	
�
   õśîĻō

مطاعم
(ŒŇîòŔĘĿí	
�
   ŉĊòī	
�
   ĊńĄŃ	
�
   łēîñ)	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ŒŇîòŔĘĿí	
�
   óďîòĈŃō	
�
   łĬĤŃ
٩١٦٧٦٢	
�
   :	
�
   ĒĻîĳ	
�
   	
�
   	
�
   ٥٧٣٦٦٢ ١٠ - ٠٩٢٥٠٥ ١٠	
�
   :	
�
   ŅŎĴŀ÷

 
	
�
   Őŀī 	
�
   ôŀěîă 	
�
   ľěŗí 	
�
   ôœĊňŋ ü 
	
�
   ôœčî÷Ďļēō 	
�
   őĐŔŀĀŇí 	
�
   ŁŎŀñĉ
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   îŌœĊĿ 	
�
   ďîøńŃ 	
�
   ĎœĊĸøñ
	
�
   ôńÿ ĎøĿ í ō 	
�
    ĒļŔĳ í ĎĀĿ í
	
�
   îŌœĊĿ 	
�
   ,ôœčîĀøĿí 	
�
   õŜēíĎńĿíō
	
�
   ĶœŎĔøĿ í 	
�
    ó č íĉ í 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   óĎòć
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ľńĬĿí 	
�
   ĊœĎ÷ 	
�
   ,õîĬŔòńĿíō

736653489	
�
   .ĐĬ÷
	
�
   đĊňŌŃ	
�
   -	
�
   ŒķďíĎĿí	
�
   Œŀī	
�
   ĲēŎœ ü 
	
�
   ïŎē îăō 	
�
   õ îŃŎŀĬŃ 	
�
    ôŔňĸ÷

771293966
	
�
   - 	
�
    ĉ íĊă 	
�
   ĲŔĤŀĿ íĊòī 	
�
    ĐøĬŃ ü 
	
�
   õ îŃ ŎŀĬŃ 	
�
    ôŔňĸ÷ 	
�
   đĊňŌŃ

733984178	
�
   ïŎēîăō
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   ,ôòēîĄŃ 	
�
   đŎœĎĿîļñ ü 
 8 	
�
   óĊńĿ 	
�
   ôĬÿíĎńĿíō 	
�
   õîñîĔĄĿí
	
�
   , Ď÷ ŎŔòńĻ 	
�
   ŁŎŀñ ĉ 	
�
    ,õ í Ŏňē
	
�
   ņńœ 	
�
   ņŃ 	
�
   đĉîĔĿí 	
�
   číĊěśí
	
�
   ĒļŇōŗí 	
�
   ŁîĨŇ 	
�
   ĹČĻō 	
�
   öĳŎē

	
�
   ,770705472 	
�
   .ľŃîĘĿí 	
�
   ōĎñ
733079882

	
�
   ,ņŔøňē 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   ,ŒŇĊŃ 	
�
   đĊňŌŃ ü 
	
�
   . ó ď îøńŃ 	
�
    ôœ ĐŔŀĀŇ í 	
�
    ôİĿ

777055889
	
�
   ôĬŃîÿ 	
�
   - 	
�
   ôńÿĎ÷ 	
�
   đŎœĎĿîļñ ü 
	
�
   õŜēíĎńĿí 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   - 	
�
   àîĬňě
	
�
   ĎüĻã	
�
   ôœčíĉśí	
�
   Ľîńīŗíō	
�
   ôœčîĀøĿí
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ðįĎœ 	
�
   - 	
�
   õíŎňē 	
�
   6 	
�
   ņŃ
	
�
   ôŔëîĔńĿí 	
�
   óĎøĴĿí 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ľńĬĿí

777991248	
�
   .Ģĸĳ
	
�
   óĎòć	
�
   ôœĐŔŀĀŇí	
�
   ôİĿ	
�
   đŎœčŎĿîļñ ü 
	
�
   . 	
�
   ĒœčĊøĿí 	
�
   ĽîĀŃ 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ņŔøňē
	
�
   Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿ í 	
�
   Ł íĊĈøēí 	
�
   óĉîÿí
	
�
   / ľě í ŎøŀĿ 	
�
    . öŇ ĎøŇ ś í ō

 772663229
	
�
   óčíĉçō 	
�
   ŊòēîĄŃ 	
�
   đŎœčŎĿîļñ ü 
	
�
   ،ôœĐŔŀĀŇç 	
�
   ôİĿ 	
�
   ŁŎŀñĉō 	
�
   Ľîńīã
	
�
   ó č í ĉ ç 	
�
    Œĳ 	
�
    ôŀœ Ŏģ 	
�
    ó Ďòć
	
�
   ôœčîĀøĿí	
�
   õŜēíĎńĿíō	
�
   õîñîĔĄĿí
	
�
   ôœĐŔŀĀŇříō 	
�
   ôŔñĎĬĿí 	
�
   ņŔøİŀĿîñ

	
�
   ĊĬøĔŃ	
�
   ،ôœĉŎĬĔĿíō	
�
   ņńŔĿí 	
�
   Œĳ
	
�
   : Ľ í Ŏÿ 	
�
    ، Òí č Ŏĳ 	
�
    ľńĬŀĿ

715608677
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ðįĎœ 	
�
   ĚĜĈøŃ 	
�
   đčĊŃ ü 
	
�
   ĲĜŀĿ	
�
   ôŔěŎĜć	
�
   đōčĉ	
�
   àîĤīí
	
�
   ŒñĎĬĿíō 	
�
   õîŔğîœĎĿí 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ĪēîøĿí
	
�
   ïŜĤĿ 	
�
   ŁŎŀĬĿíō 	
�
   őĐŔŀĀŇśíō
	
�
   . ôŔŃ ŎļĄĿ í 	
�
    đ č í ĊńĿ í

734680597
	
�
   ó ĉ îŌė 	
�
    ,õ îļòė 	
�
   đĊňŌŃ ü 
	
�
   õśîĜ÷śí 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   đŎœĎĿ îļñ
	
�
   Œĳ	
�
   Sisco 	
�
   óĉîŌėō	
�
   õîļòĘĿíō
	
�
   ľńĬŀĿ 	
�
   ĊĬøĔŃ 	
�
   õîļòĘĿí 	
�
   ĽîĀŃ

770497062	
�
   .íčŎĳ
 ü 10 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   ,ôòēîĄŃ 	
�
   đŎœĎĿîļñ
	
�
   óčíĉíō 	
�
   ôĬÿíĎŃ 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   õíŎňē
	
�
   ĪŃ 	
�
   ľŃîĬøĿí 	
�
   óčĊķ 	
�
   ,õîñîĔĄĿí
	
�
   ôŔòē îĄńĿ í 	
�
    ôńĨŇ ś í
	
�
   ,ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí 	
�
   óĉîÿí 	
�
   ,ôŔŇōĎøļĿśí
	
�
   .ōĐœ í 	
�
   óĉ îŌė 	
�
   Őŀī 	
�
   ľěîă

733913209

	
�
   õíŎňē 	
�
    ü 8 	
�
   - 	
�
   ôòēîĄŃ 	
�
   ĎŔøĔÿîŃ
	
�
   - 	
�
   õ îñ îĔĄĿ í ) 	
�
    Œĳ 	
�
    ó Ďòć
	
�
   îŋĎćã 	
�
   (ôñîķĎĿí 	
�
   - 	
�
   ôĬÿíĎńĿí
	
�
   óĉîÿç 	
�
   - 	
�
   ŊĬÿíĎńĿí 	
�
   łĔķ 	
�
   ĒŔëč
	
�
   - 	
�
   ôñîøĻ 	
�
   ) 	
�
   ôœĐŔŀĀŇří 	
�
   ôİŀĿí
	
�
   ŁíĊĈøēç 	
�
   óĉîÿç 	
�
   - 	
�
   ( 	
�
   ôûĉîĄŃ
	
�
   þŃíĎòĿí 	
�
   óĉîÿç 	
�
   - 	
�
   ïŎēîĄĿí
	
�
   ņńœ 	
�
    ôěîć 	
�
    ) 	
�
    ôŔòē îĄńĿ í
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   óĊœĊī 	
�
   õíčōĉ 	
�
   - 	
�
   (öĳŎē
	
�
   ôŔĳĎĜńĿíō 	
�
   ôŔĿ îńĿ í 	
�
   ŁŎŀĬĿ í
	
�
   - 	
�
   714796729 	
�
   .ôœíčĉříō

737299730

	
�
   ôŔńň÷ō	
�
   ðœčĊøŀĿ	
�
   őĊňļĿí	
�
   ĐĻĎńĿí ü 
	
�
   ôœčî÷Ďļē 	
�
   ŐĿç 	
�
   ôÿîĄñ 	
�
   õíčĊĸĿí
	
�
   .ïŜĤĿ í 	
�
    Ņ ō æė 	
�
    ó č í ĉ í ō
	
�
   :õ 	
�
   Őŀī 	
�
   ľĜ÷í 	
�
   ĎŔüĻí 	
�
   ľŔěîĴøĿ
	
�
   :ĒĻîĳ 	
�
   ,467588 	
�
   ,406448

406437
	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ľńĬŀĿ 	
�
   ņŔēčĊŃ 	
�
   ïŎŀĤŃ ü 

	
�
   ôĳîļĿ	
�
   ôŔňńŔĿí	
�
   ôŔĻĎøĿí	
�
   đčíĊńĿí
	
�
   ôŔñĉŗíō 	
�
   ôŔńŀĬĿí 	
�
   õîĜĜĈøĿí
	
�
   őĐŔŀĀŇí 	
�
   łĔķ 	
�
   ŒńŀĬĿí 	
�
   łĔĸĿí
	
�
   ĊĄĻ 	
�
   đŎœĎĿîļñ 	
�
   Őŀī 	
�
   ņŔŀěîă
	
�
   :õ 	
�
   .õíŎňē 	
�
   3 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   ĪŃ 	
�
   ŐŇĉã

525124	
�
   :ĒĻîĳ	
�
   ,525121
	
�
   ĉíŎŃ	
�
   õîĬŔòŃ	
�
   ņŔñōĊňŃ	
�
   ïŎŀĤŃ ü 
	
�
   ņī 	
�
   ľĸœś 	
�
   ľŋæńĿí 	
�
   ،ôŔëíČį
	
�
   óĉîŔķ 	
�
   ôĜćč 	
�
   ،ôŃîĬĿí 	
�
   ôœŎŇîüĿí
	
�
   ľĸ÷ś 	
�
   óĎòć 	
�
   ،ĽŎĬĴńĿí 	
�
   ôœčîē
	
�
   ،ĽîĀńĿí 	
�
   ĒĴŇ 	
�
   Œĳ 	
�
   ôňē 	
�
   ņī

	
�
   ôŔ÷íČĿí 	
�
   óĎŔĔĿí 	
�
   Ľîēčç 	
�
   ŐÿĎœ
 01-261262	
�
   :łķč	
�
   ĒĻîĳ	
�
   Őŀī
	
�
   łķ ĎĿ í 	
�
    Őŀī 	
�
    ľě í ŎøĿ í 	
�
    ō ã

01-510788

	
�
   ، ü 2002 	
�
   ľœĉŎŃ 	
�
   Œĳîøňē 	
�
   óčîŔē
	
�
   ľĳ	
�
   ،ĞŔñã	
�
   ŅŎĿ	
�
   ،2700	
�
   ôňŔĻîŃ
	
�
   :ľěíŎøŀĿ 	
�
   ،ĺŔ÷îń÷ōã 	
�
   ،ņĘñã
772661611	
�
   -	
�
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�
   ðëíĎįō	
�
   ðëîĀī
تنام النملة مستلقية على جنبيها وتقرب سيقانها لتلامس جسدها وحين 

تستيقظ تتثاءب بطريقة تشبه تثاؤب الانسان.

	
�
   	
�
   ĉĊĬĿí	
�
   ôńļă
طول البال يهدم الجبال

 ĉĊĬĿí	
�
   ôøļŇ
واحد كل مرة يتصل له صديقه بيحط الموبايل بسرعة على الشاحن, ليش؟ لأنه 

مسجل اسمه «البطارية منخفضة»

	
�
   ĉĊĬĿí	
�
   ĐİĿ
اذا تقدمت أو تأخرت عاتبني الناس وإذا وقفت مكاني اتهموني بالفساد. 

فمن أنا؟

	
�
   łŀĬ÷	
�
   ľŋ
أن الكسوف لا يستمر اكثر من ٧۷ دقائق و ٨۸ ثوان وذلك بسبب السرعة التي 

تدور بها الأرض حول الشمس

االفلز

مباددلة

áªéædG

IOƒ≤ØŸG	
�
   áª∏µμdG

:Oó©dG	
�
   õ¨d
االساعة

اافقي :
١۱عيداالعمالل ­- االراابح (مم)  .

٢۲صيادد االيمامم (مم) ­- ووصالل  .
٣۳سر (مم) ­- بدنن ­- االايرااني  .

٤ااماررااتت ­- ااعلنه ­- اا اا   .
٥صهيل (مم) ­- ررقق (مم) ­- االاخت (مم)  .

٦منع (مم) ­- االالتباسس (مم) ­- اا اا   .
٧۷بعدكك على بالي ­- قلل  .
٨۸االمعبد (مم) ­- ااستفسر  .

٩۹ااددير ­- اانا ­- ررووحح  .
١۱٠۰لا ­- حاوولتم ­- بدلها (مم)  .

١۱١۱االمتحلل (مم) ­- وودد ­- اا اا اا اا   .
١۱٢۲ااعم ­- ررحب ­- جر ­- نن نن  .
١۱٣۳تزددرريهما ­- اانت ­- يي يي  .

١۱٤هب (مم) ­- نلومم ­- اانش (مم)  .
١۱٥ااززددووااجية ­- کكراامتي  .

عمودديي
١۱عمر عبدااللاتت  .

٢۲ياسمين عبداالعزيز  .
٣۳ددمم ­- يعدمها (مم) ­- حمد  .

٤صربيا (مم) ­- تحرمك (مم) ­- رربو  .
٥ااددلل (مم) ­- سعل ­- اامليها  .

٦االاقتناعع (مم) ­- لو (مم)  .
٧۷مد ­- رربي ­- االامني  .

٨۸اا اا اا اا ­- تبينت ­- حالة  .
٩۹االتعليل (مم) ­- بوما (مم)  .

١۱٠۰االاخلاصص (مم) ­- اامك  .
١۱١۱االسيلاني (مم) ­- جن  .

١۱٢۲االهرووبب (مم) ­- ااشترااهه (مم)  .
١۱٣۳ااصر (مم) ­- االرفق (مم) ­- من (مم)  .

١۱٤اانالل (مم) ­- االسودداانياتت  .
١۱٥االياسس االرحباني  .



Story and photo by
Daniel Johnson

There is another sky,
Ever serene and fair,
And there is another sunshine,
Though it be darkness there;

—There Is Another Sky,

Emily Dickinson

A 
cursory glance at a 

map of the Yemeni 

diaspora throws up 

certain themes. From 

the Swahili coast to 

Singapore, Yemenis enjoy settling 

in hot climates in the lush tropical 

countryside. There is one place on 

the Yemeni Diaspora map of the 

world which bucks that desire in the 

most dramatic way imaginable. 

South Shields, a small former in-

dustrial	
�
     backwater	
�
     famous	
�
     for	
�
     fish	
�
    
and chips and alcohol fuelled vio-

lence, has been home to one of Brit-

ain’s oldest Muslim communities 

– the Yemeni Muslim community – 

since the late Victorian era.  Nestled 

among the smoke blackened chim-

neys and ship yards, cheek by jowl 

with the rickety, sclerotic locals, 

this unlikely Arab colony estab-

lished itself so successfully that it is 

now an unquestioned and accepted 

part of the area’s cultural identity. 

In the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries, travelling from Aden 

on British ships powered by Arab 

sweat, the Yemenis landed at South 

Shields and took a shine to the cold, 

dark sulphur spewing hovel. Young, 

single and healthy, it wasn’t long 

before they married local lasses 

and changed the genetic makeup of 

the area forever. In fact they spread 

their genes so successfully that to 

this day a considerable number of 

South Shields residents (nicknamed 

“Sand Dancers” by inhabitants of ri-

val towns and cities) with no appar-

ent links to the Yemeni community 

bear names like Kevin Hassan and 

Jacqueline Abdul.

The nascent community expe-

rienced teething problems in the 

form	
�
     of	
�
     Britain’s	
�
     first	
�
     ever	
�
     race	
�
     ri-
ots.	
�
     Despite	
�
     the	
�
     sacrifices	
�
     of	
�
     400	
�
    
South Shields Yemenis who were 

killed serving on British ships dur-

ing the First World War, in 1919 and 

1930 economic pressures turned 

local opinion against newcomers, 

and Yemenis bore the brunt of anti-

immigrant violence. Such extreme 

hostility however was the exception 

rather than the rule, and the Yemeni 

community prospered, numbering 

several thousand by the 1930s.

Although South Shields’ Yemeni 

Community has never produced 

its own pop or sports star (unlike 

Birmingham	
�
     and	
�
     Sheffield,	
�
     which	
�
    
produced	
�
     UB40’s	
�
     Norman	
�
     Has-
san and Boxer “Prince” Naseem 

Hamed, respectively), it has had its 

very own 15 minutes of fame cour-

tesy of the greatest sporting hero of 

all time. In 1977 the South Shields 

Yemeni Community played host 

at their ground breaking Al Azhar 

Mosque	
�
     (one	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
     first	
�
     purpose	
�
    
built mosques in the UK) to box-

ing superstar Muhammad Ali. Ali, 

who was touring the region at the 

time promoting various charitable 

causes, popped into the mosque to 

have his marriage to actress and 

model Veronica Porsche “blessed” 

by local Yemeni Imam Abdul Ali. 

Lining the streets to greet Ali (who 

arrived in an open top bus led by 

a marching jazz band!) were thou-

sands of locals and members of the 

national media. Inside the mosque 

delegates of the Yemeni community 

welcomed Ali, who was dressed in a 

dazzling white suit, and joined in a 

congregational du’aa (an invocation 

of blessing) for Ali, his wife and 

daughter.  

Despite the ready availability 

in local stores of qat and malawah 

bread, since the 1970s the decline 

of heavy industry in Northern Eng-

land has driven many Yemenis to 

other parts of the UK and back to 

Yemen. Al Azhar Mosque continues 

to serve the shrunken Yemeni com-

munity and still maintains a dis-

tinctly	
�
    Yemeni	
�
    flavour,	
�
    but	
�
    most	
�
    of	
�
    
the worshippers are of Bangladeshi 

or other Asian stock. 

Most of the Yemenis may have fol-

lowed the example of earlier Arab 

immigrants	
�
     -­	
�
     4th	
�
     century	
�
     Iraqi	
�
    

Roman soldiers stationed in South 

Shields – and returned to their sun-

nier motherland, but over 100 years 

of largely successful integration 

and coexistence have left an indel-

ible mark on the area. 

Several hundred Yemeni families, 

including	
�
     first	
�
     generation	
�
     immi-
grants, still call South Shields their 

home, and the Yemeni legacy lives 

on in the distinctly non-European 

hair, eyes and noses of many a local 

Englishman. So long as there remain 

Arabic speaking Muslims of Yemeni 

descent, Al-Azhar Mosque and the 

Arabic school, South Shields -  an 

otherwise bland and mono-cultural 

provincial town – can still boast to 

be home to one of Western Europe’s 

most successful and longstanding 

Muslim communities.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

Yemeni Diaspora: South Shields, a home away from home

The Al Azhar Mosque in South Shields, where Muhammed 
Ali once stopped by to have his marriage blessed by the local 
imam.


