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Hundreds of thousands of Yemenis took to the streets on Tuesday to commemorate the 3rd year anniversary of Yemen’s Arab
Spring. Injured youth, the families of those who died during the uprising, and Nobel Prize laureate Tawakkol Karman amongst
those gathered. Karman called for disarmament of all armed groups in the country over a period of six months, as well as for
more support for injured youth from the uprising. See more on Page 2.
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Constitutional Drafting Committee to be
established in coming days

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Feb. 12—President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi is expected
to announce names of representa-
tives for the Constitutional Draft-
ing Technical Committee either
this week or early next week, ac-
cording to Yasser Al-Ruaini, the
deputy secretary general of the
now-concluded National Dialogue
Conference (NDC).

Al-Ruaini told the Yemen Times
that once the committee is formed,
it will begin drafting Yemen’s new
constitution according to the time-
table outlined in the NDC Out-
comes Document.

According to the document, the
new constitution should be com-
pleted and put to referendum by
January 2015.

Judge Abdulmonam Al-Eryani,
the head of the media and electoral
awareness sector for the Supreme
Commission for Elections and Ref-
erendum (SCER), said SCER is still
waiting for the drafting committee
to be established before moving
ahead with their planning.

“A referendum for the new con-

stitution will take place using the
new electronic electoral system if
it is ready in time,” Al-Eryani said.
“If not, we will use the old electoral
register.”

SCER has been working to pre-
pare the new electronic electoral
system ever since the Joint Meet-
ing Parties (JMP) and the General
People’s Congress (GPC) agreed
last year to replace the old electoral
register.

The new electronic system is ex-
pected to do away with many of the
problems with manual voter reg-
istration, including forged names
and data, Al-Eryani said.

The NDC'’s State Building Work-
ing Group decided in August that a
committee comprised of between
31 and 51 members would be
tasked with drafting the constitu-
tion in compliance with the NDC’s
outcomes.

Before the constitution is put to a
referendum, it will also have to be
approved by President Hadi.

Members of the constitutional
committee should be Yemeni na-
tionals with a college degree in
the field of law, political science or
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humanities with a minimum of 10-
years of experience in their field.
Members must also past a char-
acter test, according to guidelines
that were set by the NDC.

Many believe the Southern gov-
ernorates may pose the biggest
threat to the approval of the con-
stitution.

In February of 2011, when Presi-
dent Hadi was elected in a one-
candidate referendum, armed
Southerners attacked electoral
committee centers in Aden, Al-
Dhale and Lahj governorates, shut-
ting down the facilities.

Adel Al-Sharjabi, a sociology pro-
fessor at Sana’a University, expects
the drafting of the constitution to
go smoothly but the referendum to

face speed bumps.

“I expect that a Southern Move-
ment faction will reject holding a
referendum because it refused the
NDC outcomes,” he said.

Balqis Al-Lahbi, a rights activist
and former NDC member, doubts
the Drafting Committee will be
comprised of 30 percent women,
which was a stipulated quota put
forth by the NDC.

Out of 22 members, there were
only two women in the Regions
Defining Committee, though po-
litical components agreed on a 30
percent quota for women in any
government formation.

“If there is no international pres-
sure, this quota will only be words
[on paper],” Al-Lahbi said.

Military to deploy

in Arhab

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 12—Yemen’s military
forces began on Tuesday to deploy
to areas and checkpoints previously
controlled by pro-Houthi tribesmen
and their opponents in Arhab dis-

Sa’ada road.

According to local reports, the
Presidential Committee in Arhab
is currently supervising the imple-
mentation of the agreement.

Mabrook Qosaila, an anti-Houthi
figure in Arhab, told the Yemen
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locations that they had occupied
during the clashes, according to
Qosaila.

“Sporadic shooting is still under-
way in the area but all-out clashes
have stopped completely between
the two parties,” said Qosaila. “The
Sana’a-Sa’ada road now is clear af-
ter one Houthi checkpoint and two
manned by the other party were re-
moved.”

Although the truce called for
the release of all hostages, dozens
are still being held captive on both
sides, including Sheikh Ahmed Al-
Essami—who was captured by the
Houthis.

The clashes between Arhab tribes-
men and the Houthis has forced
residents to flee the area.

Sheikh Abduljaleel Sinan told

the Yemen Times that, “the situa-
tion is stable in the area, and people
feel secure now. Hundreds of dis-
placed people returned to Arhab
this week.”

Sinan said the clashes stopped
after the sheikhs who signed the
agreement pledged to compensate
locals affected by clashes.

Abdulgader Hilal, the mayor of
Sana’a and a member of the Presi-
dential Committee, posted on his
Facebook page on Wednesday that,
“The situation in Arhab is calm and
stable.”

The clashes between the tribes-
men of Arhab and the Houthis began
in early January after Arhab tribes-
men blocked the Sana’a-Sa’ada road
in reaction to the siege imposed by
the Houthis on Dammaj.
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Yemenis commemorate 3rd anniversary of 2011 uprising

Story and photo by
Ali Ibrahim AL-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 12—Hundres of
thousands of Yemenis on Tuesday
celebrated the third anniversary of
the 2011 uprising that led former
President Ali Abdulla Saleh to step
down.

Yemenis gathered at squares in
governorates around the country.
Tens of thousands gathered on Al-
Siteen Street in the capital, Sana’a.
The Supreme Coordinating Com-
mittee of the Youth Revolution or-
ganized a festival to mark the occa-
sion.

Those who participated in the
uprising, including the injured
and the families of those who were
killed, took part. They called on the
government to release the youth of
the uprising who were still being
detained, and to provide appropri-
ate and adequate medical treatment
for the injured as soon as possible.

Jamal Al-Dhafiri, the deputy head
of the General Council of Revolu-
tionary Detainees, read a letter that
was written by Ibrahim Al-Hamadi,
one of the detainees. Al-Hamadi
said he and his companions were
reliving the hardships of the upris-
ing every day. They went a hunger
strike on Feb. 1 and say they will
continue until they are set free.

Tawakkol Karman, the Nobel

l
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“We should transfer the power of armed groups to the government. The government should be
strong so that the guilty cannot escape punishment. The government [should be strong so that it
is] respected,” Nobel Prize laureate Tawakkol Karman told a crowd on the 3rd anniversary of the
2011 uprising.

Peace laureate, delivered a speech
to the crowd.

“We should transfer the power
of armed groups to the govern-
ment. The government should be
strong so that the guilty cannot es-

cape punishment. The government
[should be strong so that it is] re-
spected.”

Karman called for disarmament
of all the armed groups in the coun-
try over a period of six months. She

also called for the issuing of a de-
cree to restore looted public funds
and a decree to finalize the military
restructuring stipulated in the Gulf
Cooperation Council Initiative.
Fuad Al-Himairi, a member of

Reactions to six-region configuration

Houthis call the set-up a
recipe for more conflict

Ali Saeed

SANA'A, Feb 12- The Yemeni Social-
ist Party [YSP] and Ansar Allah—
the political wing of the Houthis,
voiced their objection to Yemen’s
new six-region set-up on Tuesday
which was approved by the Regions
Defining Committee on Monday.

The political office and the gen-
eral secretary of the YSP said in a
statement published on Tuesday
that the map "does not offer a real
solution for the Southern Issue. [It
simply] reintroduces past tensions
and conflicts from the south’s days
as a colony when it was divided into
protectorates.”

South Yemen was a British colony
until 1967. After the end of British
rule, South Yemen became a social-

ist state. The country was divided
into an Eastern and Western pro-
tectorate, as well as Aden colony.

The new six-region map divides
the south into two regions. Had-
ramout, Shabwa, Al-Mahra and
Socotra constitute one region and
Aden, Lahj, Al-Dhale and Abyan
constitute the other.

The party said it is "committed to
a two-region solution for the South-
ern Issue, one in the south and one
in the north.”

Regions Defining Committee
member Dr. Maeen Abdulmalik
told the Yemen Times that despite
their reservations, the YSP signed
the final report, though the Houthis
did not.

Abdulmalik said the objection
would not affect the vote because
a majority voted in favor of the six-
region configuration.

"We refuse this decision because
it was made hastily and it will have
negative consequences for Yemen
for centuries," said Ali AlI-Emad, a
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“We refuse this decision because it was made hastily and it will
have negative consequences for Yemen for centuries,” said Ali

Al-Emad, a Houthi leader.

Houthi leader.

He said that the decision of the
Regions Defining Committee was
supposed to be overseen by techno-
crats in order to determine the so-
cial and economic compatability of

the regions.

"This form of division will prob-
ably cause internal conflicts in the
future because it was decided on a
sectarian and tribal basis," said Al-

Emad.

Civil society organizations come together to sign code of conduct

Emphasis was on inde-
pendence of groups

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANAA, Feb. 9—Roughly 150 civil
society organizations from five
governorates signed a code of con-
duct to regulate their work. This
took place during a conference
held last week and was organized
by the Humanitarian Forum Ye-

men a local non-government orga-
nization.

Civil society organizations are
non-government  organizations
that aim to serve the public.

Singed by civil society organiza-
tions in Sana’a, Hadramout, Ho-
deida, Taiz and Aden, the code of
conduct stressed the importance
of these organizations’ indepen-
dence from political parties or
tribal groups.

There are about 12,000 civil
society organizations around the
country. 8,000 are officially regis-

tered at the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs and Labor, according to the
forum.

Jameel Al-Sabaei, a member of
the General Youth Union-Yemen
and one of the code of conduct sig-
natories, said, “the civil society or-
ganizations which signed this code
of conduct are committed to abide
by it.So far, only 150 organizations
signed this code of conduct, and
there are no obligatory procedures
to implement it. All regulations
rely on [honor code].”

Rawhi Afahgani, a represen-

tative of the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP),
said during the conference that
there was room for improvement
for both government institutions
and civil society organizations.
Afahgani said the government was
not dealing transparently with the
civil society organizations.

The government signed a coop-
eration document with civil soci-
ety organizations in September,
a move that Afahgani counted as
positive progress between the two
sides.

Two killed in attack on security checkpoint in Aden

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb.10—Two soldiers were
killed and another injured when
unidentified armed men attacked a
security checkpoint at the entrance
of Al-Buraiqa district of Aden gov-
ernorate on Monday, according to
local officials.

Sadeq Haid, the security manager
of Aden governorate, told the Ye-
men Times that one of the militants
was killed during the attack, but de-
clined to elaborate on the identity of
the attackers.

Aden oil refineries are located in

this district and the security check-
point has been under attack several
times recently. An attack last month
on the same checkpoint did not re-
sult in any casualties, Haid said.

So far no one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.

Abdu Al-Matari, a Southern
Movement leading figure, denied
that the Southern Movement played
any role in the attack.

Essam Al-Shaeri, the head of the
Aden-based Sah Foundation for De-
fending Rights and Freedoms, told
the Yemen Times that “the check-
point is at the main entrance of Al-

Buraiqa district where oil refineries
are located.”

Aden Oil Refineries Company in
Al-Buraiqa is the main supplier of
refined fuels for local consumption.

Al-Shaeri said this checkpoint
was established two years ago.

“The purpose was to prevent oil
smuggling from Al-Buraiqa,” he
said, adding that the recent attacks
are likely after the oil facilities.

Fadhl Al-Rubaiee, the head of
Madar Research for Studies based
in Aden, said authorities should in-
crease security at the checkpoints
and installations located close to

the oil facilities.

“Armed militants have been at-
tacking oil facilities in many gov-
ernorates,” said Al-Rubaiee. “This
should be a warning for the security
forces in Aden to take further pre-
cautions [to protect the installa-
tions].”

In another incident, the Had-
ramout Tribes Federation claimed
responsibility for Friday’s attack
on Petromasila Company in Had-
ramout on Friday, according to the
Ministry of Interior website. The
incident left two soldiers dead and
five others injured.

the Youth Revolution Organizing
Committee, delivered a speech in-
sisting that the revolution contin-
ues. Before ending the festival, the
committee released a statement,
saying, “The most important phase
of the revolution is building state
institutions that are capable of
guaranteeing freedom and dignity
as well as having comprehensive
and sustainable development.”

Taiz and Ibb governorates also
witnessed celebratory crowds. In
Taiz, a car was given to one of the
demonstrators who had been in-
jured during the uprising as a trib-
ute to his struggle.

Karman led a march to the office
of the attorney general on Tuesday,

where she and the youth called for
his resignation, demanding he be
replaced by someone with “more
integrity.”

The Houthis and the Revolution
Salvation Front—headed by Ahmed
Saif Hashid, a member of parlia-
ment—organized another march.
That march called for the consen-
sus government to be removed and
to be replaced with a more efficient
government.

A third march was organized by
those injured during the uprising.
They marched to the Cabinet, call-
ing for immediate medical treat-
ment as well as government sup-
port of the families of those who
died during the 2011 uprising.

Saudi requests 29 Saudi
nationals from Yemen

Those returned accused
of Al-Qaeda ties

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 11—Yemen handed
29 Saudi nationals over to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia this
week, according to the Ministry of
Defense on Tuesday.

Yemeni authorities said the Sau-
dis were Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) suspects arrest-
ed during cooperative counterter-
rorism operations between the
kingdom and Yemen, according to
a source the Defense Ministry.

Abdulrazaq Al-Jamal, a Sana’a-
based analyst conducting research
on Al-Qaeda affairs, told the Ye-
men Times that Yemen provided
fertile ground for militant groups,
“particularly during this ongoing
insecurity in the country, the re-
mote rural areas allow militants to
be active.”

“The armed militants come to
Yemen from different countries,
not only from Saudi Arabia. They
come to Yemen because they feel
secure,” he added.

Yemen is the hub of AQAP,
which has been active in Yemen
since 2009.

Saeed Al-Jamhi, head of Al-
Jamhi Studies Center, said, “Ye-
men has so far handed over a lot
of terror suspects in the last year,
but the exact number is not avail-
able.”

In early December, 12 armed
men attacked Yemen’s Defense
Ministry and killed 56 civilians
and security personnel in addition
to injuring 217 others. A Defense
Ministry investigation claimed
that the majority of those involved
in the attack were Saudi nationals.

Three Saudis were tried on Dec.
12, according to the Ministry of
Defense website, all accused of
being part of an armed gang affili-
ated with Al-Qaeda.

The ministry identified them
as Nawaf Aidh Mohammed Al-
Qahtani, Anas Abdullah Moham-
med Al-Subaih and Mashal Fahd
Abdullah Al-Sand.

The Saudi suspects, Yemen’s De-
fense Ministry said, “entered the
country illegally at the Al-Bugh’a
border crossing with fake Yemeni
IDs. They were arrested at a mili-
tary checkpoint at the entrance of
Amran city, four months ago.”

Yemeni government to stop
sending students to private
Malaysian universities

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 11—The Higher Edu-
cation and Scientific Research
Ministry decided on Monday to put
an end to new Yemeni government
scholarships to private Malaysian
universities due to the private uni-
versities’ poor educational quality
and high costs, the ministry said.
It has also decided to withdraw fi-
nancial support from students at
any level (graduate or undergradu-
ate) if their academic performance
has been less than excellent.

Ahmed Al-Rabei, director of
scholarships at the ministry, told
the Yemen Times that, in Malay-
sia, a private university education
is inferior to a public university
education, and in addition, the tu-
ition and fees of private universi-
ties are triple those of public uni-
versities. The cost of attending a
public Malaysian university is ap-
proximately $1,500 per year, while
the cost of an education at a pri-
vate university is about $4,500.

There are about 9,000 Yemeni
students studying in Malaysia—
nearly 4,000 of them in private
universities. The new rule applies
to incoming students. Current stu-
dents studying at private universi-
ties in Malaysia will be permitted
to finish their education, but the
ministry will only cover $1,500
per year in tuition fees, plus a sti-
pend.

“Private Malaysian universities
are for-profit institutions. Their

agents in Yemen sign up students
without any kind of admissions re-
quirements. After students enroll
at a private university, they start
asking the Yemeni government to
pay their full tuition and fees—
$4,500. However, the ministry
will only pay $1,500 per student
per year for tuition and fees plus a
monthly stipend of $300. The gov-
ernment is under no obligation to
pay the additional cost of a private
university,” said Rabei.

In August of 2013, a committee
was sent to Malaysia to address
Yemeni students’ issues. Al-Rabei
said they were able to resolve the
issues of Yemeni students studying
at public universities. However,
some problems of private univer-
sity students remain unresolved.
Some of those students have been
accumulating debt for as many as
Six years.

Ewadh Ali, a student at the In-
ternational Islamic University, a
public university, said, “Some stu-
dents choose private universities
because their programs are not
very demanding. [The year that] I
started at the university, the ma-
jority of the other new Yemeni stu-
dents soon transferred to private
universities.”

Yemeni students in Malaysia
held several protests in 2013, call-
ing for an increase in their month-
ly payments. Students say current
stipends barely cover living ex-
penses. Their protests have so far
been unsuccessful.
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Uprising resulted in more school dro

Story and photos by
Ali Abulohoom
sama Mofleh, 11,

sat down on the

pavement of Hadda

roundabout  drip-

ping with sweat after
spending hours moving from one
car to another to sell his goods.
More than 20 travel-size packages
of napkins filled a big plastic bag
that he held on to with his hands,
tanned dark by the sun.

For three years now, Mofleh—a
third grade drop-out—has woken
up every day and headed to Hadda
Street for work. He and his eight-
person family live in a makeshift
shack located near Siteen Street.

Mofleh’s family moved from Ar-
hab district, almost 10 miles north
of Sana’a, to the capital when his fa-
ther was killed in clashes between
the third brigade and locals who
were with 2011 uprising against the
former president.

“Like many families in my dis-
trict, my mother decided to move to
Sana'a to look for a job in order to
survive,” said Mofleh. “I had noth-
ing to do but to sell napkin pockets
at this roundabout.”

Mofleh was forced to drop out
from school in third grade to help
support his family. His two broth-
ers also sell goods at a roundabout.

“TI hope someday to resume my
schooling along with my siblings,”
he said.

Abduallah Al-Ziadi, the media
director at the Ministry of Defense
told the Yemen Times that although
the ministry was tasked with ana-
lyzing and addressing the drop-
out rate, it has been able to do so
properly because there have been
no technical instructions on how
to conduct surveys or to systemati-
cally gather information. It has also
failed to provide the committee
with sufficient transportation fees

to make it to all of Yemen’s gover-
norates, he said.

The survey was conducted in
heavily populated governorates, in-
cluding Sana'a , Hodeidah, Raima,
Hajja, Taiz, Ibb, Sa’ada and Abyan,
according to Al-Ziadi.

“The dropout rate is a long-term
predicament in Yemen because of
poverty and illiteracy, but the phe-
nomenon has increased since the
2011 uprising as a result of the se-
curity unrest. Many schools have to
regularly shut down and irregular
attendance contributes to the drop-
out rate,” said Al-Ziadi.

The economic crisis following the
uprising has also been a main fac-
tor behind the increasing rate, he
said.

Al-Ziadi believes the main rea-
son behind the increased dropout
rate is the government’s distraction
over the uprising the past three
years, leading to the negligence of
the education and development
sector.

“There were four schools under
construction in Sa’ada, Abyan and
other governorates, but construc-
tion has been suspended because
the political stakeholders do not
have the time or energy to devote to
it,” Al-Ziadi said.

Ali Al-Shami, 42, a teacher at
Al-Ershad School in Ibb governor-
ate said attention to schools has
taken a hit since the uprising. The
government has stopped sending
monitors to districts and villages to
assess performance, he said.

“This year, we do not have
enough teachers. The Ministry of
Education did not provide enough
funding and takes no notice of how
schools are functioning,” Al-Shami
said.

There were between 600 and
700 students enrolled before the
uprising began in February 2011,
he said. There are fewer than 400
students currently enrolled at Al-

pouts

r F

The committee established by the Ministry of Education to quantify the number of school dropouts was not provided enough trans-
portation money to make it to all of Yemen’s governorates. One school in Sana’a reported losing 2000 of 4000 students in the past
3 years.

Ershad school.

Further in the north, particularly
in Sa’ada and Amran governorates,
tens of thousands of people have
been displaced as confrontations
between Houthis and Salafis and
Houthis and Al-Ahmar family loy-
alists have broken out.

Yahia Al-Jomari, 32, a teacher at
Omar Bin Al-Khatab School in Am-
ran said the educational process
has been paralyzed since tensions
began in the area and many other
schools have been closed down due
to the large displacement of stu-
dents as well as teachers.

“More than 5,000 students in

® 3 years warranty or 60,000 kms whichever comes first

many districts rocked by fighting
in Amran and Sa’ada have been
deprived of their education. De-
spite the truce declared between
[the conflicting parties], the locals
remain skeptical and expect each
party to break the truce,’Al-Jomari
said.

Waleed Amer, the director of Ta-
leem Education Organization, says
his NGO has helped the govern-
ment to address the dropout rate by
conducting comprehensive surveys
and finding solutions to problems.

“We have carried out a survey in
Sana’a governorate and soon we will
send our team to conduct surveys

in all governorates,” Amer said.

“The figure was very terrifying.
More than 20,000 students in 50
schools have dropped out due to
the economic situation following
the 2011 uprising,” he said.

Bin Abi Taleb School in Sana’a
had 4,000 students prior to the
uprising. That number now hovers
around 2000, according Ahmed
Al-Ward, a teacher at the public
school.

“When I asked some parents why
they stopped sending their children
to the school, they all said that they
could no longer afford educational
expenses such as uniforms and al-

lowances after the deterioration of
the economy,” Al-Ward said.

Morshed Saeed, 54, a local from
Al-Hasaba district in Sana’a said
he was forced to withdraw his chil-
dren from school so they could help
him earn money.

“I lost my job as a cleaner in a
private company following the up-
rising [when the company started
having economic troubles.] They
told me I was unessential and I
found myself on the street, without
ajob,” Saeed said.

His children now wander around
Sana’a selling CDs, perfumes and
other products.

® Maintenance services and spare parts available in Hodeidah, Aden, Taiz and lbb

® Emergency services 24/7
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Al Rowaishan Motors

Authorized Service Center

Southern Siteen Road, Sana'a, Republic of Yemen
Tel: 01 448920-22 ext: 100/108
Fax: 01 448919

Sales and Marketing:
735000600, 733579263

Customer services:
738707707, 716300004, 772777716
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“The revolution is the pen,
the revolution is the change’

b

Bushra Al-Magqtari, a leading revolutionary figure from Taiz’s Freedom Square, was one of those who
first took to the streets in protest against the regime of former president Ali Abdulla Saleh. Al-Maqtari
has written for several newspapers in Yemen. She also wrote a short story collection called “The Furthest
Ends of Pain” in 2004. Moreover, a novel of hers, “Behind the Sun” was published in 2012. Al-Maqtari
has won many local awards, and also international ones, such as the Project on Middle East Democracy
Prize and the 2013 UNESCO Prize for Peace Education.

Samar Qaed

This interview was conducted in early February.

You were among the first who
called for removal of former
President Saleh’s regime in
2011. At the time, the youth
saw the sky as the limit. Do
you think the revolutionary
goals have been realized?

I think the youth revolution...has
not realized its goals because it was
manipulated by [those who pushed
for the] Gulf Initiative. We are still
suffering from the consequences of
this initiative.

Do you think it was an inter-
national conspiracy that al-
tered the course of the revolu-
tion in another direction?
Yes, the revolution was turned into
a political crisis among different
parties. Unfortunately, the politi-
cal process and the national dia-
logue have not tried to change the
[culture of corruption]...corrup-
tion [still exists]; it has just been
recycled and has taken on different
appearances.

Speaking as one of the Taiz
revolutionaries, which spe-
cific goals have not yet mate-
rialized?

Unfortunately, we have social con-
tradictions that date back more
than 33 years. Today, we are still
experiencing these regional and
sectarian contradictions as well
as internal strife. All these con-
tradictions contributed to derail-
ing the revolution. [I think it will
take time in Yemen to get rid of the
corrupt politicians who are still in
power because our revolution was
unaccompanied by a cultural and
attitudinal revolution that might
have changed tribal thinking and
also the thinking of politicians.]

It is my conviction that all the
revolutions [of the Arab spring]
which were manipulated will find
their way again and experience a
resurgence.

What does February 11 mean
to you?

I consider it [the date of] a popu-
lar uprising, but it came after 33
years of injustice, repression and
continuous wars. Even if this [up-
rising] was manipulated or [other-
wise] hindered, it is still has power
that will inspire the current and
the coming generations. We still
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The cover of Bushra Al-Maqtari’s
2012 novel, Behind the Sun, which covers
previously taboo political topics.

have momentum. We will not al-
low frustration to steal hope from
us. The revolution will continue in
different ways.

Now Freedom Square in Taiz
is almost empty and youth
hold their celebrations in oth-
er parts of the city. Does this
mean the revolutionary youth
have lost their passion?

The revolution is greater than the
[physical places where events took
place]. What happened is that the
squares in different governorates
emptied out because of disillusion-
ment...and so, the squares lost their
symbolic power. The squares have
become battlegrounds for personal
and partisan retaliation. The revo-
lution is not limited to places. The
revolution is the pen. The revolu-
tion is the change.

Two years after electing Adbu
Rabu Mansour Hadi presi-
dent, the revolutionary de-
tainees have not yet been set
free. Why are the [other, free]
youth revolutionaries silent?
Unfortunately, this is a sad situa-
tion, with real heroes like Maher
Al-Magqtari [no relation to Bushra
Al-Magqtari—Editor] still behind
bars. He has been imprisoned for
three years. [No one expected] the
revolution to end in such a terrible
situation. The consensus govern-
ment has taken no concrete action
in regard to these detainees who
[were prepared to sacrifice their
lives in order to] effect change.
However, we will take to the streets
again on February 11, 2014. We will
try again to make change happen.
The injured revolutionaries will be
in the front rows.

Could you talk alittle bit about
the suffering of the victims of
the revolution in Taiz?

Their suffering is inexcusable.
Three of them, including Abdul-
rahman Al-Kamali, died under
very inhumane circumstances be-
cause of government negligence as
well as the negligence of the Fund
for Injured Revolutionaries. There
are many...whose living conditions
are miserable, such as Bassam Al-
Aqhli. This situation is painful for
all revolutionaries, and makes us
all question why that had to hap-

pen.

Do you think the rev-
olution has reflected
positively or nega-
tively on Taiz?

Though many negatives
emerged along with the
revolution—such as the
carrying of weapons and
sheikhs’ interventions—
the revolution is still
[overall] positive for us.

The youth in the
squares call them-
selves independent,
but it sometimes ap-
pears that some of
them act based on
partisan affiliation.
What do you have to
say about this contra-
diction?

The youth who have par-
tisan affiliations were
among those who first
camped in the square
with the independent
youth. There was no rift
between the two because
the independent youth
also had partisan roots.

Sometimes, there were some dif-
ferences between the youth and
their leadership, but we continued
in the square until the end.

As a prominent member of
the Yemen Socialist Party,
how do you evaluate its per-
formance in the government
or in politics in general?

I am always critical of the party.
The biggest mistake the party
made was at the National Dialogue
Conference [NDC] when it pre-
sented its vision for the shape of
the state and approved the third
article of the constitution that
states that Islamic Sharia will be
the source of all legislation. The
party approved this article without
consulting with all of its members.
It did not take the youths’ view into
account. However, I count the par-
ty balanced and clear in this pres-
ent phase. [I think it is] better than
any other party.

Some ask where Dr. Yaseen
Saeed Noman, the secretary
general of the party, is at this
difficult moment in Yemen...?
Dr. Yaseen Saeed Noman is the
[senior] statesman for this [tran-
sitional] period. He did his best to
create a feeling among people that
the NDC would help them realize
their aspirations. But I objected to
[his leadership] from the very be-
ginning of the Dialogue because
his premises were incorrect and
because of that, I believed that the
outcomes would also be wrong.
Unfortunately, we are accustomed
to relying on a particular indi-
vidual. Presumably, we will find
other individuals—a new trend of
politicians and educated individu-
als who are able to build a national
program for the country. I hold Dr.
Noman in high esteem, and I wish
him a speedy recovery. He is re-
ceiving treatment in Britain.

After dividing power among
the political parties and es-
tablishing the consensus gov-
ernment, people felt that the
squares [city plazas that were
the political epicenters of the
2011 revolution] only served
political interests. What do
you think?

Ilargely agree with this. If we look
at the consensus government, we
find that some managed to obtain
a decision-making role position
through [their work in the] squares,
particularly those from Change
Square in Sana’a. Regretfully,
none of these people has effected
real change through the ministries
they are running. The reconcilia-
tion government has turned [out
to be a government of] political
quotas. I think the prime minis-
ter, Mohammed Salem Basindawa,
is the most ineffective minister in
the history of Yemen. The country
needs a technocratic government
to make effective change. But this
did not happen.

Women have contributed to
the changes. Can we say that
women’s role in politics has
grown?

There has been a partial change.
A woman was previously unable
to have her voice heard. But now
she can make decision-makers lis-
ten to her. However, women were
manipulated politically during the
revolution and also afterward, by
the parties. Still, we cannot judge
the situation of women unless we
see the woman-related texts in the

constitution and see the results.
There was a negative phenomenon
that took place, namely, the slan-
dering of some activists as well as
some accusations of blasphemy.
However, the positive thing is that
people sympathize with women,
and so, women’s influence ex-
pands.

Are you thinking of starting a
political party or running for
local or parliamentary elec-
tions?

We need women and youth to be in
the parliament in order to be pres-
ent as the real voice of change. But
the general situation is corrupt and
I personally do not have any ambi-
tion to run for office. Currently, as
a member of the socialist party, I
hope I can create change inside it
and help it be as it once was, close
to the ordinary people.

You wrote a short story col-
lection in 2004. It was pure
literature. However, critics
say your last novel, “Behind
the Sun,” was lined with poli-
tics. Has politics taken you

away from literature?

No, I am still a writer of litera-
ture. However, politics obliges the
writer to adopt a particular stance.
My novel, “Behind the Sun,” was a
unique experience because it was
about events of which people have
not spoken, such as the 1994 war
and the [special] prisons for po-
litical prisoners. [This novel was
written during a time when an
atmosphere of politics dominated
everything.] A writer cannot put
the current political situation aside
and just ignore it.

In an article of yours about
youth suffering during the
Life March [Dec. 20, 2011],
you wrote, “God did not see
us.” This made religious
groups lash out at you. How
did you respond to and deal
with their reactions?

At the beginning, I was astonished
[by the reaction] and could not
believe that I had been accused
of heresy. A friend of mine called,
telling me that imams were giv-
ing sermons in the mosques that
were calling me an apostate. After

Photo courtesy of Bushra Al-Magtari

a week an edict was even issued,
declaring me a heretic. My house
was besieged.

I took the situation in stride and
I said it was normal for a writer
to be criticized. However, [I must
say that] they took my writing out
of context, and misconstrued it,
saying to people that I had spoken
badly of God. However, the thing
that made them turn against me
and accuse me of heresy is the fact
that my article depicted the real
situation of the revolution. I criti-
cized the presence of fanatical re-
ligious movements in the squares,
who aborted the revolution and
made people leave the squares. [Of
course] they did not like that arti-
cle. At that time, I had to take some
measures to keep myself safe.

What are your plans for the
future?

I hope to continue writing. And
I hope my voice will continue to
represent the majority of youth. I
also have an idea to document the
youth revolution in a book, but I
think this idea will take me some
time to complete.
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Application Process :

2014 GLOBAL KOREA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
(Master & Ph.D Degree Programs)

3 SCHOLARSHIPS TO KOREA

The abjactive of the Korean Governmean! Scholarship Program for Master & Ph.D dagree
is to provide Yemeni students with an opportunity to conduct advanced studies at higher
aducalional inslifutions in Korea in order 1o promole intemational exchanpes in
aducation and mutual friendship betwean Yemen and Korea.

Qualifications: Prospective applicants must meel the following qualification eriteria;
(1) Must be a citizen of Yemen fo which scholarships are offered, which is also applied to his'her
{2) Should be under 40 years of age as of 1% September 2014, (Should be bom after 1% September

{3) Must hold a Bachelor’s or Master's degree as of 31 o August 2014,
{4) Bust hold a prade point average (G.P.AL) of at least 2.64 om a 4.0 scale, 2.80 on 3 4.3 scale, 2,01
on a 4.5 scale, or grades/marks/score of B0%% or higher from the previcusly attended mstitution.

ible : Those who have ever enrodled at ¢ Bonrean university as a
student (For exceptions, please read the progrum guideline.)

Application Period : 10" February 2014 - 27" February 2014

s More details and an apphcation form can be downloaded online from following website ;
WWWSTUDYINKOREAGO.KR,

27" Fehruary 20114,

* A completed application form along with other required documents should be submitted
in @ sealed envelope to the Embassy of the Republic of Korea by no lnter than 4:30pm,

*  The Embassy of the Republic of Korea
Address @ P.0L Box 5005, Howuse Nood (off Iran St), Sana’a, Yemen /= 01-431-801-4
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YT vision
statement

“To make
Yemen a good
world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

Yemen’s 2011
Arab Spring:
Unfinished
Business

s Yemen marked the third year

since its Arab Spring uprising

on February 11, I realized that

we should have started our up-

rising years before 2011. Politcal
pluralism manifested itself in Yemen through
its opposition parties, we had a relatively
good civil society presence and we had many
activists who took to the streets demanding
all kinds of rights.

For example, all the way back in 2007, the
area between the Cabinet building and the
former premises of the Information Minis-
try was renamed “Freedom Square” by those
who held protests and sit-ins there—years
before Tunisia even thought of a revolution
and years before the sit-ins in Egypt’s Tahrir
Square.

But it is what it is, and for some reason we
had to wait for the Arab Spring to take place
to get us into action. When the spark was lit,
Tunisia and Egypt decided their fate in weeks
while it took Yemen months of popular and
political struggle before we found a solution.
And that too, was different a different pro-
cess. Instead of toppling the regime, we made
a deal and by the end of around one year of
protests, we signed an agreement—making
everyone king.

This transition deal, known as the Gulf Co-
operation Council Initiative, required power
to be shared by both the former regime and
the former opposition, creating a void of po-
litical opposition. In such transitional sce-
narios, strong civil society and independent
media are supposed to fill the void left by the
opposition and truly represent the public’s
best interest.

However, this didn’t happen. Unfortunate-
ly, most of today’s media is playing a negative
role. Not only do they not represent the pub-
lic’s best interest, but they also create chaos,
instigate hatred and spread fear and anxiety
in the country.

Not to mention that most Yemeni politi-
cians are extremely selfish and far too dense
to learn from the past. A quick look at recent
history would show anyone with eyes how
propaganda and capitalizing on others’ fail-
ure instead of building one’s success is bound
to backfire. Alas, there is no cure for stupid-
ity.

Stupid politicians and a lack of indepen-
dent media and civil society is a very dan-
gerous combination. As it is, we are already
living through a very fragile transition, sur-
rounded by poverty, armed militia, thugs and
terrorists.

We can't afford to have those in charge of
steering the country through this transition
committed to their personal, short-sighted
interests. We can always complete the unfin-
ished business of 2011, but at what cost?

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

The NSA’s secret role in the U.S.
assassination program

Jeremy Scahill and
Glenn Greenwald
Firstlook.org

First Published Feb. 10

he National Security Agen-

cy is using complex analy-

sis of electronic surveil-

lance, rather than human

intelligence, as the prima-
ry method to locate targets for lethal
drone strikes — an unreliable tactic that
results in the deaths of innocent or un-
identified people.

According to a former drone opera-
tor for the military’s Joint Special Op-
erations Command (JSOC) who also
worked with the NSA, the agency often
identifies targets based on controversial
metadata analysis and cell-phone track-
ing technologies. Rather than confirm-
ing a target’s identity with operatives
or informants on the ground, the CIA
or the U.S. military then orders a strike
based on the activity and location of the
mobile phone a person is believed to be
using.

The drone operator, who agreed to
discuss the top-secret programs on the
condition of anonymity, was a member
of JSOC’s High Value Targeting task
force, which is charged with identify-
ing, capturing or killing terrorist sus-
pects in Yemen, Somalia, Afghanistan
and elsewhere.

His account is bolstered by top-secret
NSA documents previously provided by
whistleblower Edward Snowden. It is
also supported by a former drone sen-
sor operator with the U.S. Air Force,
Brandon Bryant, who has become an
outspoken critic of the lethal operations
in which he was directly involved in
Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen.

In one tactic, the NSA “geolocates” the
SIM card or handset of a suspected ter-
rorist’s mobile phone, enabling the CIA
and U.S. military to conduct night raids
and drone strikes to kill or capture the
individual in possession of the device.

The former JSOC drone operator is
adamant that the technology has been
responsible for taking out terrorists and
networks of people facilitating impro-
vised explosive device attacks against
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. But he also
states that innocent people have “ab-
solutely” been Kkilled as a result of the
NSA’s increasing reliance on the sur-
veillance tactic.

One problem, he explains, is that
targets are increasingly aware of the
NSA’s reliance on geolocating, and have
moved to thwart the tactic. Some have
as many as 16 different SIM cards as-
sociated with their identity within the
High Value Target system. Others, un-
aware that their mobile phone is being
targeted, lend their phone, with the SIM
card in it, to friends, children, spouses
and family members.

Some top Taliban leaders, knowing
of the NSA’s targeting method, have
purposely and randomly distributed
SIM cards among their units in order
to elude their trackers. “They would do
things like go to meetings, take all their
SIM cards out, put them in a bag, mix
them up, and everybody gets a different
SIM card when they leave,” the former
drone operator says. “That’s how they
confuse us.”

As aresult, even when the agency cor-
rectly identifies and targets a SIM card
belonging to a terror suspect, the phone
may actually be carried by someone
else, who is then killed in a strike. Ac-
cording to the former drone operator,
the geolocation cells at the NSA that run
the tracking program — known as Geo
Cell —sometimes facilitate strikes with-

out knowing whether the individual in
possession of a tracked cell phone or
SIM card is in fact the intended target
of the strike.

“Once the bomb lands or a night raid
happens, you know that phone is there,”
he says. “But we don’t know who’s be-
hind it, who’s holding it. It’s of course
assumed that the phone belongs to a
human being who is nefarious and con-
sidered an ‘unlawful enemy combatant.’
This is where it gets very shady.”

The former drone operator also says
that he personally participated in drone
strikes where the identity of the target
was known, but other unknown people
nearby were also killed.

It’s really like
weTe targeting a
cell phone. We're
not going after
people — we’re go-
ing after their
phones, in the
hopes that the per-
son on the other
end of that missile
is the bad guy.

“They might have been terrorists,” he
says. “Or they could have been family
members who have nothing to do with
the target’s activities.”

What’s more, he adds, the NSA often
locates drone targets by analyzing the
activity of a SIM card, rather than the
actual content of the calls. Based on his
experience, he has come to believe that
the drone program amounts to little
more than death by unreliable meta-
data.

“People get hung up that there’s a tar-
geted list of people,” he says. “It’s really
like we're targeting a cell phone. We're
not going after people — we’re going af-
ter their phones, in the hopes that the
person on the other end of that missile
is the bad guy.”

The Obama administration has re-
peatedly insisted that its operations kill
terrorists with the utmost precision.

In his speech at the National Defense
University last May, President Obama
declared that “before any strike is tak-
en, there must be near-certainty that no
civilians will be killed or injured — the
highest standard we can set.” He added
that, “by narrowly targeting our action
against those who want to kill us and
not the people they hide among, we are
choosing the course of action least likely
to result in the loss of innocent life.”

But the increased reliance on phone
tracking and other fallible surveillance
tactics suggests that the opposite is true.
The Bureau of Investigative Journalism,
which uses a conservative methodology
to track drone strikes, estimates that
at least 273 civilians in Pakistan, Ye-
men and Somalia have been killed by
unmanned aerial assaults under the
Obama administration. A recent study
conducted by a U.S. military adviser
found that, during a single year in Af-
ghanistan — where the majority of drone

strikes have taken place — unmanned
vehicles were 10 times more likely than
conventional aircraft to cause civilian
casualties.

The NSA declined to respond to ques-
tions for this article. Caitlin Hayden, a
spokesperson for the National Security
Council, also refused to discuss “the
type of operational detail that, in our
view, should not be published.”

In describing the administration’s
policy on targeted Kkillings, Hayden
would not say whether strikes are ever
ordered without the use of human in-
telligence. She emphasized that “our
assessments are not based on a single
piece of information. We gather and
scrutinize information from a variety
of sources and methods before we draw
conclusions.”

Hayden felt free, however, to note the
role that human intelligence plays af-
ter a deadly strike occurs. “After any
use of targeted lethal force, when there
are indications that civilian deaths may
have occurred, intelligence analysts
draw on a large body of information —
including human intelligence, signals
intelligence, media reports, and sur-
veillance footage — to help us make in-
formed determinations about whether
civilians were in fact killed or injured.”

The government does not appear to
apply the same standard of care in se-
lecting whom to target for assassina-
tion. The former JSOC drone operator
estimates that the overwhelming ma-
jority of high-value target operations
he worked on in Afghanistan relied on
signals intelligence, known as SIGINT,
based on the NSA’s phone-tracking
technology.

“Everything they turned into a kinet-
ic strike or a night raid was almost 9o
percent that,” he says. “You could tell,
because you'd go back to the mission re-
ports and it will say ‘this mission was
triggered by SIGINT, which means it
was triggered by a geolocation cell.”

In July, the Washington Post relied
exclusively on former senior U.S. intelli-
gence officials and anonymous sources
to herald the NSA’s claims about its ef-
fectiveness at geolocating terror sus-
pects.

Within the NSA, the paper reported,
“A motto quickly caught on at Geo Cell:
‘We Track ’Em, You Whack 'Em.”

But the Post article included virtually
no skepticism about the NSA’s claims,
and no discussion at all about how the
unreliability of the agency’s targeting
methods results in the killing of inno-
cents.

friends are, this is who his commander
is, this is who his subordinates are. And
they put them into a matrix. But it’s not
always correct. There’s a lot of human
error in that.”

The JSOC operator’s account is sup-
ported by another insider who was di-
rectly involved in the drone program.
Brandon Bryant spent six years as a
“stick monkey” — a drone sensor opera-
tor who controls the “eyes” of the U.S.
military’s unmanned aerial vehicles. By
the time he left the Air Force in 2011,
Bryant’s squadron, which included a
small crew of veteran drone operators,
had been credited with killing 1,626
“enemies” in action.

Bryant says he has come forward
because he is tormented by the loss of
civilian life he believes that he and his
squadron may have caused. Today he
is committed to informing the public
about lethal flaws in the U.S. drone pro-
gram.

Theyd get rid of
the SIM card and
theyd get a new
phone, or theyd
put the SIM card
in the new phone.

Within the NSA,
the paper re-
ported, “A motto
quickly caught on
at Geo Cell: ‘We
Track ’Em, You
Whack ’Em.”

In fact, as the former JSOC drone
operator recounts, tracking people by
metadata and then killing them by SIM
card is inherently flawed. The NSA “will
develop a pattern,” he says, “where they
understand that this is what this per-
son’s voice sounds like, this is who his

Bryant describes the program as
highly compartmentalized: Drone op-
erators taking shots at targets on the
ground have little idea where the intel-
ligence is coming from.

“I don’t know who we worked with,”
Bryant says. “We were never privy to
that sort of information. If the NSA did
work with us, like, I have no clue.”

Duringthe course of his career, Bryant
says, many targets of U.S. drone strikes
evolved their tactics, particularly in the
handling of cell phones. “They’ve gotten
really smart now and they don’t make
the same mistakes as they used to,” he
says. “They’d get rid of the SIM card and
they’d get a new phone, or they’d put the
SIM card in the new phone.”

As the former JSOC drone operator
describes — and as classified documents
obtained from Snowden confirm — the
NSA doesn’t just locate the cell phones
of terror suspects by intercepting com-
munications from cell phone towers
and Internet service providers. The
agency also equips drones and other
aircraft with devices known as “virtual
base-tower transceivers” — creating, in
effect, a fake cell phone tower that can
force a targeted person’s device to lock
onto the NSA’s receiver without their
knowledge.

That, in turn, allows the military to
track the cell phone to within 30 feet
of its actual location, feeding the real-
time data to teams of drone operators
who conduct missile strikes or facilitate
night raids.

The NSA geolocation system used by
JSOC is known by the code name GIL-
GAMESH. Under the program, a spe-
cially constructed device is attached
to the drone. As the drone circles, the
device locates the SIM card or handset
that the military believes is used by the
target.

Continued on page 7

'
72

YEMEN 2 TIMES

-

www.yementimes.com

First Political English Newspaper
in Yemen. Founded in 1991 by
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Tel: +967 (1) 268-661

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
Nadia Abdulaziz Al-Sakkaf

CEO

Managing Editor Senior Reporter
Nima Tamaddon Mohammed bin
Sallam

Khair Aldin Al Nsour

Deputy Editor-in-Chief

Ahlam Mohsen

Editor
Nancy Hendryx

Head of Design Dept.
Ramzy Alawi

Taiz Bureau:

Imad Ahmed Al-Saqqaf
Tel: +967 (4) 217-156,
Telefax: +967 (4) 217157
P.O.Box: 5086, Taiz
Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye

Policies:

- All opinion articles that have not been
written by Yemen Times staff on the
Opinion, Op-Ed and Youth pages do not
necessarily represent the newspaper’s
opinion and hence YT could not be held
accountable for their consequences.

- Letters to the Editor must include your
name, mailing address, or email address.

Editorial Staff

Ali Mohsen Abulohoom

The editor reserves the right to edit all
submissions for clarity, style, and length.
- Submissions will not be returned to the

Fax: +967 (1) 268-276

Subscriptions
P.O. Box 2579, Sana’a, Yemen

For supscription rates and related informa-

Bassam Al-Khamiri (Translator) Mohammad Al-Hassani

Letters: ytreaders.view@gmail.com BUSINESS Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki Khalid Al-Karimi (Translator) Samar Al-Ariqi tion please contact Majdi Al-Saqqa, writer under any circumstance
ADVERTISEMENTS: FOR PEACE | Amal Al-Yarisi Najlaa Hassan Samar Qaed Subscription and Distribution Manager, on - For information on advertising, contact the
Tel: +967 (1) 510306 AWARD Ali Saeed (Senior Editor/Reporter) Nasser Al-Sakkaf 268661/2 ext 204 or mobile: 711998995, advertising department at any of the

email: majdi_saqqaf@yahoo.com Yemen Times’ offices

Email: adsyemen@yahoo.com




v, V BUSINESS
\\ TIMES ,V/ FOR PEACE
\‘Q * I}/ AWARD

13 February, 2014

/

inion

CONTINUING FROM PAGE 6

The NSA’s secret role in the U.S. assassination program

Relying on this method, says the
former JSOC drone operator, means
that the “wrong people” could be
killed due to metadata errors, par-
ticularly in Yemen, Pakistan and
Somalia. “We don’t have people
on the ground — we don’t have the
same forces, informants, or infor-
mation coming in from those areas
— as we do where we have a strong
foothold, like we do in Afghanistan.
I would say that it’s even more like-
ly that mistakes are made in places
such as Yemen or Somalia, and es-
pecially Pakistan.”

As of May 2013, according to the
former drone operator, President
Obama had cleared 16 people in
Yemen and five in Somalia for tar-
geting in strikes. Before a strike is
green-lit, he says, there must be at
least two sources of intelligence.
The problem is that both of those
sources often involve NSA-supplied
data, rather than human intelli-
gence (HUMINT).

As the former drone operator ex-
plains, the process of tracking and
ultimately killing a targeted person
is known within the military as F3:
Find, Fix, Finish. “Since there’s al-
most zero HUMINT operations in
Yemen - at least involving JSOC —
every one of their strikes relies on
signals and imagery for confirma-
tion: signals being the cell phone
lock, which is the ‘find’ and imagery
being the ‘unblinking eye’ which is
the ‘fix.”” The “finish” is the strike
itself.

“JSOC acknowledges that it would
be completely helpless without the
NSA conducting mass surveillance
on an industrial level,” the former
drone operator says. “That is what
creates those baseball cards you
hear about,” featuring potential
targets for drone strikes or raids.

President Obama signs authori-
zations for “hits” that remain valid
for 60 days. If a target cannot be
located within that period, it must
be reviewed and renewed. Accord-
ing to the former drone operator,
it can take 18 months or longer to
move from intelligence gathering
to getting approval to actually car-
rying out a strike in Yemen. “What
that tells me,” he says, “is that com-
manders, once given the authori-
zation needed to strike, are more
likely to strike when they see an
opportunity — even if there’s a high
chance of civilians being killed, too
— because in their mind they might
never get the chance to strike that
target again.”

While drones are not the only
method used to Kkill targets, they
have become so prolific that they
are now a standard part of U.S.
military culture. Remotely piloted
Reaper and Predator vehicles are
often given nicknames. Among
those used in Afghanistan, says the
former JSOC drone operator, were
“Lightning” and “Sky Raider.”

The latter drone, he adds, was
also referred to as “Sky Raper,” for
a simple reason — “because it killed
a lot of people.” When operators
were assigned to “Sky Raper,” he
adds, it meant that “somebody was
going to die. It was always set to the
most high-priority missions.”

In addition to the GILGAMESH
system used by JSOC, the CIA uses
a similar NSA platform known as
SHENANIGANS. The operation —
previously undisclosed — utilizes
a pod on aircraft that vacuums up
massive amounts of data from any
wireless routers, computers, smart
phones or other electronic devices
that are within range.

One top-secret NSA document
provided by Snowden is written by
a SHENANIGANS operator who
documents his March 2012 deploy-
ment to Oman, where the CIA has
established a drone base. The op-
erator describes how, from almost
four miles in the air, he searched
for communications devices be-
lieved to be used by Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula in neighbor-
ing Yemen.The mission was code
named VICTORYDANCE.

“The VICTORYDANCE mission
was a great experience,” the op-
erator writes. “It was truly a joint
interagency effort between CIA
and NSA. Flights and targets were
coordinated with both CIAers
and NSAers. The mission lasted
6 months, during which 43 flights
were flown.”

VICTORYDANCE, he adds,
“mapped the Wi-Fi fingerprint of
nearly every major town in Ye-
men.”

The NSA has
played an in-
creasingly
central role in
drone killings
over the past
five years.

The NSA has played an increas-
ingly central role in drone killings
over the past five years. In one top-
secret NSA document from 2010,
the head of the agency’s Strategic
Planning and Policy Division of the
Counterterrorism Mission Manage-
ment Center recounts the history of
the NSA’s involvement in Yemen.
Shortly before President Obama
took office, the document reveals,
the agency began to “shift analytic
resources to focus on Yemen.”

In 2008, the NSA had only three
analysts dedicated to Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula in Yemen.
By the fall of 20009, it had 45 ana-
lysts, and the agency was producing
“high quality” signal intelligence
for the CIA and JSOC.

In December 2009, utilizing the
NSA’s metadata collection pro-
grams, the Obama administration
dramatically escalated U.S. drone
and cruise missile strikes in Ye-
men.

The first strike in the country
known to be authorized by Obama
targeted an alleged Al-Qaeda camp
in the southern village of al-Maja-
la.

The first strike
in the country
known to be
authorized by
Obama tar-
geted an alleged
Al-Qaeda camp
in the southern
village of al-
Majala.

The strike, which included the
use of cluster bombs, resulted in
the deathsof 14 women and 21
children. It is not clear whether the
strike was based on metadata col-
lection; the White House has never
publicly explained the strike or the
source of the faulty intelligence that
led to the civilian fatalities.

Another top-secret NSA docu-
ment confirms that the agency
“played a key supporting role” in
the drone strike in September 2011
that killed U.S. citizen Anwar al-
Awlaki, as well as another Ameri-
can, Samir Khan. According to the
2013 Congressional Budget Justifi-
cation, “The CIA tracked [Awlaki]
for three weeks before a joint oper-
ation with the U.S. military killed”

the two Americans in Yemen, along
with two other people.

When Brandon Bryant left his Air
Force squadron in April 2011, the
unit was aiding JSOC in its hunt for
the American-born cleric. The CIA
took the lead in the hunt for Awlaki
after JSOC tried and failed to kill
him in the spring of 2011.

According to Bryant, the NSA’s
expanded role in Yemen has only
added to what he sees as the risk of
fatal errors already evident in CIA
operations. “They’re very non-dis-
criminate with how they do things,
as far as you can see their actions
over in Pakistan and the devasta-
tion that they’ve had there,” Bry-
ant says about the CIA. “It feels
like they tried to bring those same
tactics they used over in Pakistan
down to Yemen. It’s a repeat of tac-
tical thinking, instead of intelligent
thinking.”

Those within the system under-
stand that the government’s tar-
geting tactics are fundamentally
flawed. According to the former
JSOC drone operator, instructors
who oversee GILGAMESH training
emphasize: “This isn’t a science.
This is an art.” It’s kind of a way of
saying that it’s not perfect.”

Yet the tracking “pods” mounted
on the bottom of drones have facili-
tated thousands of “capture or kill”
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Yemen, Somalia and Pakistan since
September 11. One top-secret NSA
document provided by Snowden
notes that by 2009, “for the first
time in the history of the U.S. Air
Force, more pilots were trained
to fly drones ... than conventional
fighter aircraft,” leading to a “tip-
ping point’ in U.S. military combat
behavior in resorting to air strikes
in areas of undeclared wars,” such
as Yemen and Pakistan.

The document continues: “Did
you ever think you would see the
day when the U.S. would be con-
ducting combat operations in a
country equipped with nuclear
weapons without a boot on the
ground or a pilot in the air?”

Even NSA operatives seem to rec-
ognize how profoundly the agency’s
tracking technology deviates from
standard operating methods of
war.

One NSA document from 2005
poses this question: “What re-
sembles ‘LITTLE BOY’ (one of the
atomic bombs dropped on Japan
during World War II) and as LIT-
TLE BOY did, represents the dawn
of a new era (at least in SIGINT and
precision geolocation)?”

Its reply: “If you answered a pod
mounted on an Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) that is currently fly-
ing in support of the Global War on
Terrorism, you would be correct.”

Another document boasts that
geolocation technology has “cued
and compressed numerous ‘kill
chains’ (i.e. all of the steps taken to
find, track, target, and engage the
enemy), resulting in untold num-
bers of enemy killed and captured
in Afghanistan as well as the saving
of U.S. and Coalition lives.”

The former JSOC drone operator,
however, remains highly disturbed
by the unreliability of such meth-
ods. Like other whistleblowers,
including Edward Snowden and
Chelsea Manning, he says that his
efforts to alert his superiors to the
problems were brushed off. “The
system continues to work because,
like most things in the military, the
people who use it trust it uncondi-
tionally,” he says.

When he would raise objec-
tions about intelligence that was
“rushed” or “inaccurate” or “out-
right wrong,” he adds, “the most
common response I would get was
JSOC wouldn’t spend millions and
millions of dollars, and man hours,
to go after someone if they weren’t
certain that they were the right
person. There is a saying at the
NSA: ‘SIGINT never lies.” It may be
true that SIGINT never lies, but it’s
subject to human error.”

The government’s assassination
program is actually constructed,
he adds, to avoid self-correction.
“They make rushed decisions and
are often wrong in their assess-
ments. They jump to conclusions
and there is no going back to cor-
rect mistakes.” Because there is an
ever-increasing demand for more
targets to be added to the kill list,
he says, the mentality is “just keep
feeding the beast.”

For Bryant, the Kkilling of Aw-
laki — followed two weeks later by
the killing of his 16-year-old son,
Abdulrahman al Awlaki, also an
American citizen — motivated him
to speak out. Last October, Bryant
appeared before a panel of experts
at the United Nations — including
the UN’s special rapporteur on hu-
man rights and counterterrorism,
Ben Emmerson, who is currently
conducting an investigation into ci-
vilians killed by drone strikes.

Dressed in hiking boots and
brown cargo pants, Bryant called
for “independent investigations”
into the Obama administration’s
drone program. “At the end of our
pledge of allegiance, we say ‘with
liberty and justice for all,” he told
the panel. “I believe that should be
applied to not only American citi-
zens, but everyone that we inter-
act with as well, to put them on an
equal level and to treat them with
respect.”

Unlike those who oversee the
drone program, Bryant also took
personal responsibility for his ac-
tions in the killing of Awlaki. “TI was
a drone operator for six years, ac-
tive duty for six years in the U.S.
Air Force, and I was party to the
violations of constitutional rights
of an American citizen who should
have been tried under a jury,” he

said. “And because I violated that
constitutional right, I became an
enemy of the American people.”

Bryant later told The Intercept,
“I had to get out because we were
told that the president wanted Aw-
laki dead. And I wanted him dead.
I was told that he was a traitor to
our country.... I didn’t really under-
stand that our Constitution covers
people, American citizens, who
have betrayed our country. They
still deserve a trial.”

The killing of Awlaki and his son
still haunt Bryant. The younger
Awlaki, Abdulrahman, had run
away from home to try to find his
dad, whom he had not seen in three
years. But his father was killed
before Abdulrahman could locate
him. Abdulrahman was then killed
in a separate strike two weeks lat-
er as he ate dinner with his teen-
age cousin and some friends. The
White House has never explained
the strike.

He honestly
seems like a kid
who missed his
dad and went

there to go see
his dad.

“I don’t think there’s any day that
goes by when I don’t think about
those two, to be honest,” Bryant
says. “The kid doesn’t seem like
someone who would be a suicide

bomber or want to die or something
like that. He honestly seems like a
kid who missed his dad and went
there to go see his dad.”

Last May, President Obama ac-
knowledged that “the necessary
secrecy” involved in lethal strikes
“can end up shielding our govern-
ment from the public scrutiny that
a troop deployment invites. It can
also lead a president and his team
to view drone strikes as a cure-all
for terrorism.”

But that, says the former JSOC
operator, is precisely what has
happened. Given how much the
government now relies on drone
strikes — and given how many of
those strikes are now dependent on
metadata rather than human intel-
ligence — the operator warns that
political officials may view the geo-
location program as more depend-
able than it really is.

“I don’t know whether or not
President Obama would be com-
fortable approving the drone
strikes if he knew the potential for
mistakes that are there,” he says.
“All he knows is what he’s told.”

Whether or not Obama is fully
aware of the errors built into the
program of targeted assassination,
he and his top advisors have repeat-
edly made clear that the president
himself directly oversees the drone
operation and takes full responsi-
bility for it. Obama once reportedly
told his aides that it “turns out I'm
really good at killing people.”

The president added, “Didn’t
know that was gonna be a strong
suit of mine.”

Ryan Devereaux contributed to
this article.

OlSudlg dalell aauall 6yl
(H640-RY) (3 daia — 9l dauall §954ina
(35) 03, dwalc duadlia

Gasliall JI3) b ainéy Ge Ol O OlSullg dauall ggyiia - HlSuully daloll daall 8)ljg yuu
gugall Guasill Gibgll zalipll dyilas) slegune ajgii g syl @ 2014 disul (35) ad) dalsl!
(IDA) dglgall dsaiill diun (o laligal pivu illg

Al sl lgall ciligh YU dudadlf pailullay @akill uadliall oda b &S)Liall Gauélyll Leg

2alydl iua — HlSudlg dauall §9)dia
sleiuo — duasll ,a lajla gl
.234572 (5) LSS 234556 234559- ) Hoauls

cap ¥ Sayal ¥4 50 o)adg plia plah dadliall Galig Eiuilg ¢yl

asle Ligi<ag susall daall Glgic Il jaa¥l gadills gilag Glia cigpan b sllasll pady o
dllill Giligl aabn b9 ccliagll @adia @ulg syl dalac @iy £9pdially daall @l

(2,400) ojui gglnia fliay dundliall dhsig b Saasall dduall pigai puily iy Glan o
ol Jgaia laid gf wayllaall s gyl (1o Laga (120) S.al gllua « Sapal ydga

Jogaall &l G pall il + cilewrall dupa solad e 5)gua

didall dglya sulads (e 6)gua

Giligll iy Lai<ig a3 Lawl] jliall lillaully laladll @ands (pa deiad mlS bl i
lS il el Laud] e Gill Glalid) e 8 jaball dlagall duigilal)

dony¥ gy oo [alus (11:00) delull ga ayjllaall pisg cilslasll @Miwd acga jaT
Laxillay Laviale] @inug acgall 13a asy ayi il clsliasll Juii Glg qo 2014/3/12Galgal

.le..al Jan &g)ﬁmﬂ JERY ._ﬁS.n.l QJLS.: e..ag.n." 69).&.AJ| ).KA.: ..E\:UUémJl ‘C..’i.n pl'*u °
.‘ogﬁii.ng &Bg.a (o) UA:!g.nL lo.d:l’i.n.: O gl cilcliazll
A Ladilyds (Jub duadliall Gilig Lle byl dailiall oia b dS)Liall Lo Guélll HSas o
OMel Joi yini gyl (e Laga (30) bual dunbliall Gilig gusl Lo pgauall 5yiall algall culsgl

OlSudlg dalsll aasall )15
2abdl Lisa — HlSudly daall §95dia

sleiuo - 1ajla §Hlds — duanll a

(967) -1-234572 : S5 (967) -1-234556 10,0445
fadhlem@gmail.com

: AL Olgisdl

Aalaal ) dalaall

A Olgiell Lo




BUSINESS
FOR PEACE

Advertisement 13 February, 2014 AN

P
A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER ')l

i |
oy . 3 b . v
~ [N L
1 | { 3 5 i M Eo ~
! ! 4 . 3 . & e —
-

' e
it

(T AL

) e
L

T Ak

ey R

Fly from Sana’a
or Aden to Boston
starting from

204,150* YER

gl

icketing period ends on 28.02.2014
Flying period starts on 12.05.2014
*Including taxes, terms and conditions apply.
Voted Europe’s Best Airline 2013 at the Skytrax Passenger Choice Awards.

Sanaa: Turkish Airlines Inc. PO.BOX 18226 Sana a Yemen | P + 967 1 445970
Aden: Mualla Street & Mualla Plaza ADEN/YEMEN| P + 967 2 223136 W | D E N Y 0 U R w 0 R |_ D TURKISH @ ;

turkishairlines.com AI R LI N ES




T‘;{/ \\Q) BUSINESS
V/ FOR PEACE - R
\{AT%E% AWARD 13 February, 2014 4,_3\9_:\,0 UL‘)LQ!

Uilgaca piinlyg Likal pslisys
kil Bhdls Byl g kalis Yo

Al 8 ppaall Jlayl 252
01-261262 1)y usls le
eidl Gle Jualgill gl

SN lailag duaall Ladghul us) wile @Sy G sig
Lila wl] aSgeai dalyl bluy wileg dakiiall
GlBélaall gras wl] elwag Ialn lea Jis i il

83all A9 - agdall i) £ )l pliue i pannadyl] 355al)
VWV 1T E s diliga oV /YAVEVE gadlols o1/ 101V WV [ 10 Y € 2p0als

dals dyiaull daS)yill Guylaall
dwa¥lg dualell cilawndill
g)*la.nl [@ustd ol lo.m.ﬁ.ll

dlgin 8 - duwlaae piwale e aRilue ga:!..\g.g.ua.llg Ol o

- ablaall) 8 8pA
oAl (dulsyl) - dsalyall
alal - azalyall @ud Guuty
- LS ) &byl as
@ladiw) sala) - ( &alae
galyll 3alal - igulall
ey dalh ) dauulaall
oo Sauac dlyga - (udgau
dad poally dullall aolall
- 714796729 .aul)adlg

737299730

ek, CH)

yga  Jasl
715608677

:dloa

gi: Y S ERNGV-W-t\ T RPN RV-I

cduall duagad (yug)a sliacl
ally clualipll b gulil
Ml @glellg (sjulaidlg
. daa gsal ) o) aall
734680597

oalad
Sdlaidl o el
o Sisco duladig wl<uiillg
Jasll asiue cilSadll Jlaa
770497062 .14

L alSad Guaita @

,770705472 . Joliudl gy
733079882

,Oiien 6 A | (Haa Qudida

.o)lian  dajulasl dsd
777055889

drala - danyi pugapiye

cidalyall b 3y - cloia
ST dayladl Jlaclg dujlaill
GO ey - dlgiu 6 (e
duilaall 3yiall L& Jasdl

777991248 .dniis

83 dyjulail &2l Gugayoll<y o

Coupaill Jlae b Ot

B ]

o ole dals Ja¥l duise

dliySug gialail polia
oo 83 lagal jliae yaadiy
danjillg  uSualyall
laaal dylaill &3l yallg
Guguill 8)lal b 8pA
Gb Jasll aiyi | dilesallg
) 736653489 .j<ii

JEVREY. V- gﬁjl)Jl g.l.c huuga @
cgulag dlegles dudlh
771293966

- . ” R - - k3 oo °
01-510788  aas GugpllG e (ulals <l | Foguasll aladiul salal alas diblllaie ize
. . .k daaltig cauyaill (saikll j<yall @ w e w e e “laglea  duidl \idA
1 Llgi 3 6pA JeRY PAH9 S S » 10 6pa duulan Gugaplls e/ Jua | gill Lad i g Sila W
e (P . dliy<a Gl dalsy alyasll L T s 733984178 Liguulag
Ghly 525124 :,usle ,525121 | T N 3)lalg d=alye 0 gl 772663229 :
e Dl 099 o)ylalg il s - e e .
. . . leill 6jyas ,cabilandl . e
dlge dilRue (paagaia gl i le Jaadl i<l Jualail & Ja ) . 8)lalg amwulan juga)gllu e ColS ydualan Gugayll
2002 (Jaa olitug oy)lue . - ¢ O RT - - dairs baal ) dalny ¥ | TR E i 8 Sual d=alyallg cubliluall
F098 gt BT e JAY Jadall GHIAL L Qli 467588 406448 oo i Ly el &) pshiag Jlac) ‘ |
& o . O w g e e e « s lasdl o daig yisl . e w . 4 LAY
Ja «wanl O ‘2709 ‘*"'.‘.SLA‘ oulis duiald) (dalell dugalill 406437 RS ) =19 oylal o dugh opua HonaS polia , olgiuw
. " AR o vy o » . " gyl calad [EN “ wpf o P : . .
772661611 - 712754443 e e T o el (awjan gl e 733913209 R o e 19 @lAs £14Sq cud
(Jhall pusi b dw oo ¢ Lplaidly dupall puslly  o=S9dl o 9 =
3 RVPRZIR aipel eliy afligy  +V/EVYANY by yllg calyidall 3,139 .
VAV/EEOEAY/Y/E PRV o V1 /OYA4 LY oMl SIS eliy W V/YYogy 5 ,lailly dcliall 3,15 2
LARLAAN Gillagre  +V/TERAIVA Sasill AL (/Y. ag0) EleLii¥lg 8ylaill fuyeSlg roull Ly +V/YTTONY Jasll 3,130 A\
“V/oovero s sioptoSllg Slall illag pll ageall  +V/TVEYAT-AY 1980l hdiiva YT PRI & ~
A /OYVAVY LSl agma oV Tevaas Egaall GilolY) adiiuoll . V€ FYos s sanll s
D /EEV T o agza  V/TVAM N & M | Caikelldylys /
s V/EEnovY Okibsd gz V[ £E£4YT Zgaall Glad) adiuoll YN = :;:/\::V:\//\ u;?j%ﬁ'f;:gs o A
" NYZIE LiagliSilly aglell adiue Lo PR ot 29
ool olS i AV JYAFPAY el s AUSA (Budget)dugl;  .y/v1.a.y Jaill 35136
R VL PR PSP O EEEAYY Oluidl Bgda 8,59
\\/oooo000 uml_.uow; ob.:.b QIS)_\S: :;:ZQZ:L o MSaye /e, Lllnsji-o]'aa_.i:i:l_gbyl:né:lylf)l?s
Jy/rvyays Caolill duilagll “./ri v 09yt €50 AVARAARAS dalanll 5,1aY1 5,59
Celill dpedadl daiodl ASy81 |y ¢0g050 wienll ) . 0IY0 bae ;4 o /YVECA @Ayl VY sbye<Il s (5,lgb
DV TAYVY Saalih 3alelo AP 5 et g dadlolnb \ge vl q Sl ‘ Shlaall palil J5pa vy loall glailly dagaiill 5yl \yA sLioll 25 loko
VAREREA ¢ ) ‘uLala.S)uJ - . W\/oAdoo (ygilyui gyb /Y orVEY ® g auyilisyhe 144 aoyill s ylolo
V/EYAALA Omelill salelg aalill syppall /YO EOT pas &5 (Y-Y£01Y0 (e V/orVany £ T aaallals V1A ~um6)~ M
iouSla LEAYE /N /Y Gl pladll daionl) &Syl 'T;r;‘:v:”:‘“}:ﬂi" | AETYVL a]imlsjljs 14 T
. onoo 0 Ov A PR - £ >
AR Nggegsy a::-l”)mn PG | edig uyas 3Sy0 AR wlell Sl ae Loaall) 2ulpa
- VVIYAYE (l;:.t«.uy)aLL;ﬁn WV/EgooVA Y sioroSll @ulzil NIT — +V/EVAYAQ ddyllgeliall 3yl W \/YuYoEE/Y axn Al (sgiinll
N . £l 3,15 . \ 3
V£ VA i uslals Jlak¥) dal g, V/E£04V.-Y sl Il \/TYTAN Lye<iS)lis  \/YouvV/Y el
VYY£001£0 : iliga YR Kagsl )—‘-‘-‘J )-‘J ol CVEYY LY Osa3aLill
.\;z\z.n P NV P gied MV ARV yoa¥l culall
CV/EvEEYY - ; A/EVY T aelayl
VALV adgall slia )l A/ggaavy aalallgluls 2V EEAV.  cleia N/ YTOAYY ealally o, € :
CJYVOIAY: G SN VPRI FIPYY slaiun - da)¥1 Ol b Y/vEeavia pae CVJYTOAY E: Hals ol L
AV /E£EAYOA/A aslgall ayS,ill duyan  *V/EETYVYO Aol TTINTAVe easead Y/ YVATEV/A/A ac ‘;',)‘}9J‘
BVAZSSEY alliedwye WV /EETVOL Faobab T )j VS YYVAY S s
A g :j‘;i‘;f: ool - D/ YYVYYE Golaill el \/£40 A £y el duls
. N o ¥
" . .. R AVARAALRIEN “\ogoYy 5 ylallg dslsll Jlai¥I 3,5
DYACYYY 1 /YVETay Mo W /¥ivogg-n leia 5 VVIVAATT. by ' . ©ras )9
EXYIRRVA-L -JW N a;w@;.g,guu;&j .r;vmi-i\-i\ Oac : Sl ORI Sslada CAYTEVVO - A /YEVY ) Jolillgpaligadllibpan /Y VEEYY aliy¥lg Lalig¥l 34)59
AN Gl \/EVNOEOIY sodigais 2V /g11ven UPs YUV 00T s V/evo.r) olall Ziallg llall @ylsill 3159
' el o fadgn Bais eV Aol sadl iy Ly v AoAY i aaSauall 3g,ill 3,3
ifﬂ::\\ Aoa/ Lywal nuﬁﬁﬁ .:7:?\1“ e L  — A /¥YVToAo/Y Tl yyeas - aﬁ_ﬁ;,;i,ﬁ
- oA/o . dabluallg by s 1 Vg v i d - s A N ' ) ‘
A /YVYAdo-T Corll il S¥ISg W V/EYY LY /Y g $3y93¥ Baid Jogig (o ://Q:/:,\\: *’LI”JI*J'""',J’dj, H\/vagova alislilly disell deaslis) g
D/EYYLY. i)y e ali Bais N ' §3Syoll iy D /YVIE S elaall 3139
Sy YT e : T oled Gaid alnadaz.@%flgfnen‘net.ye Mervots ondl s ladll il /YA Mlga.g.cbgewdgiﬁJIB)ljg
(Aladll oase 2020 @uily)  (iladill 3lia0g @alas O¥\YY1- 1 /o¥1YY1 M&M Logistics & Aviation Services ~ +1/YV)1+) yromilly LMl ioall oliy /g vy y aigilall einll 3,15
AVTVAY : GuSla Vv AY0.0 - V4 OVFTTY : yals L1/ Yavara dlain - adill uallall  *V/YATOLT M) L L

4 || Hlsey Alas
D) O Laia Gt Ll o8y Lia e Laliws daill ol
5 | [ 1] | - SOk 3 s Byl o B Las
6 Saall e
| Jhall pu JUI sk
7
Saad) Aiss
8 e -] — [ — Y Sl Ll e e Jalyshl by e o s 50 S ualy
i (] - “ “
ll B — 2 L Byl 3500 8 1) Bl (o i g o bt -4 (Ladaie G Uadh dacsl Yoo
9 [ + RnSlEl SLaLS (o Al S gl Cistisa bl
— o — ARl ZaLEH (o phl SN Rl L -7 .
10 I | iyl e S i j3lgall i Sagpgall Lmail gyl gars o Q:J.QJl).ﬂJ
Lo e S 50 A R0 Bl oy Ly g caledll Fisegs! u_.lSe g 3]y oulal! sile E)AD gT eead 13
" — [ gl Jila iplias g h " ) ST Cpad
I | | ; Ll Jgea @il plal 5
12 Jia wash o il i ) ) ‘d”d‘z’
alan Had ol wals el oy llls HlS A 5 BBV o 5ST et ¥ Bl ]
13 ot F [ ghas ) el Jsa G2 Y1 L 5s
14 Bz ¥ iz
— R ( I
15 094)=1 g sdbuaa 3
9 6 Jauss
gHgas i 5 Sayladl Qua . N ‘T'gml'! J#'
b © < Cres o BT el qe)
Gyl oylaa -1 (o) Bylassll e - ygian daalia -1 o o e I(:)FZ_"IEZI .M(é) o0 M (él)r‘vw[;{ i
Rapinn Alian -2 Aiba ale - (o) ilé deg alile byl Alglau ya alii - - o 3 (%) - g -y 3 A (5) - rme
s R SRR Sy et Sl R A A el usiyedl o A e -9 9 A1) - () -0 (9) 7
S~ () gl sl Lalids - Slaad clo -3 Aaguud Jyall g i - s of s - () i s -3 o Jlaall 4 N e e o0 e (9) e () '
(it g~ ) g o s ok g by 4 T S 9.2 coceee oall W () = =y W () - <0 Iy
aiall - a5 - (g jei -5 () sl - () osguc - () Glasll igu -5 dalatigsly, : RS - () RS () - R
(@) halll - (@) Goaualll -6 Olaslitia - () yagadt - (@) 23 -6 dlgunias UHg e Voo T =g =62 v |r‘:'r“f‘(") — ) (é)
daggdl Jgall sl Il cauily - Sga ple - jaall Sla a =7 sigiall ()0 Y - jg b Bl J dsicl -7 S 7 o v |r**r£:g—r|;~w‘ Voo |(;#W?;ﬂﬂ& ey
g - Siadngi - Aayliis -8 L - (1) Baluall yi<a -8 A R ar - o AT T =T
S W’ . el i s 1 v @ - imm0 () - voorm3d)-F ) IFSTSY |Tvéee
() iy S 85 e - () sl 1539 e - ISEal uaia - el 0 ol -9 24¢ aaa! 2 o e ()0 () - v ) o P (9) - e 7 T
“hiadly- (gl 3agan dha 10 phyahenyin Huagaliplala-10 855yl 353 Jgasall Jallt e S 3 W () o () -
5 O ot - () Lad plgil e - 11 dayliia - cua - () Ysliall -11 , = K W((é)_ﬂ,_m;(l“_a K ré_;m_h (4)_“_‘_
() acls use - (@) ylpalt -12 Olanliiia - o - gudg - dgail =12 1 @yall alis, v W R (9) - femp o TR s
(@) y2 By - (j0) dan pll - (@) 2t -13 Ulauliiia - ciblaall jaadn - Las)ydia’ -13 & = VoL - R () VT e Im7r
Gyl Jgall gaad I o = () Juaand - 5 Baag - wuilas - (@) il - Jaatallcall e Sassd 1T s :
dgpall Jgalt ganl sy - () (hasl -14 (o) polai Basg - alilas - (o) il =14 "mf,
(il jlasga =15 $lBg - diclina -15 JLAIaN s sasiaall s
; : STHR oY




YEMEN

A

MES

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Yemeni Diaspora: South Shields, a home away from home

Story and photo by
Daniel Johnson

There is another sky,
Ever serene and fair,
And there is another sunshine,
Though it be darkness there;
—There Is Another Sky,
Emily Dickinson

cursory glance at a
map of the Yemeni
diaspora throws up
certain themes. From
the Swahili coast to
Singapore, Yemenis enjoy settling
in hot climates in the lush tropical
countryside. There is one place on
the Yemeni Diaspora map of the
world which bucks that desire in the
most dramatic way imaginable.
South Shields, a small former in-
dustrial backwater famous for fish
and chips and alcohol fuelled vio-
lence, has been home to one of Brit-
ain’s oldest Muslim communities
— the Yemeni Muslim community —
since the late Victorian era. Nestled
among the smoke blackened chim-
neys and ship yards, cheek by jowl
with the rickety, sclerotic locals,
this unlikely Arab colony estab-
lished itself so successfully that it is
now an unquestioned and accepted
part of the area’s cultural identity.

The Al Azhar Mosque in South Shields, where Muhammed

&

Ali once stopped by to have his marriage blessed by the local

imam.

In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, travelling from Aden
on British ships powered by Arab
sweat, the Yemenis landed at South
Shields and took a shine to the cold,
dark sulphur spewing hovel. Young,
single and healthy, it wasn’t long
before they married local lasses
and changed the genetic makeup of
the area forever. In fact they spread
their genes so successfully that to
this day a considerable number of

South Shields residents (nicknamed
“Sand Dancers” by inhabitants of ri-
val towns and cities) with no appar-
ent links to the Yemeni community
bear names like Kevin Hassan and
Jacqueline Abdul.

The nascent community expe-
rienced teething problems in the
form of Britain’s first ever race ri-
ots. Despite the sacrifices of 400
South Shields Yemenis who were
killed serving on British ships dur-

ing the First World War, in 1919 and
1930 economic pressures turned
local opinion against newcomers,
and Yemenis bore the brunt of anti-
immigrant violence. Such extreme
hostility however was the exception
rather than the rule, and the Yemeni
community prospered, numbering
several thousand by the 1930s.
Although South Shields’ Yemeni
Community has never produced
its own pop or sports star (unlike
Birmingham and Sheffield, which
produced UB40’s Norman Has-
san and Boxer “Prince” Naseem
Hamed, respectively), it has had its
very own 15 minutes of fame cour-
tesy of the greatest sporting hero of
all time. In 1977 the South Shields
Yemeni Community played host
at their ground breaking Al Azhar
Mosque (one of the first purpose
built mosques in the UK) to box-
ing superstar Muhammad Ali. Ali,
who was touring the region at the
time promoting various charitable
causes, popped into the mosque to
have his marriage to actress and
model Veronica Porsche “blessed”
by local Yemeni Imam Abdul Ali.
Lining the streets to greet Ali (who
arrived in an open top bus led by
a marching jazz band!) were thou-
sands of locals and members of the
national media. Inside the mosque
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delegates of the Yemeni community
welcomed Ali, who was dressed in a
dazzling white suit, and joined in a
congregational du’aa (an invocation
of blessing) for Ali, his wife and
daughter.

Despite the ready availability
in local stores of qat and malawah
bread, since the 1970s the decline
of heavy industry in Northern Eng-
land has driven many Yemenis to
other parts of the UK and back to
Yemen. Al Azhar Mosque continues
to serve the shrunken Yemeni com-
munity and still maintains a dis-
tinctly Yemeni flavour, but most of
the worshippers are of Bangladeshi
or other Asian stock.

Most of the Yemenis may have fol-
lowed the example of earlier Arab
immigrants - 4th century Iraqi

Roman soldiers stationed in South
Shields — and returned to their sun-
nier motherland, but over 100 years
of largely successful integration
and coexistence have left an indel-
ible mark on the area.

Several hundred Yemeni families,
including first generation immi-
grants, still call South Shields their
home, and the Yemeni legacy lives
on in the distinctly non-European
hair, eyes and noses of many a local
Englishman. Solongasthereremain
Arabic speaking Muslims of Yemeni
descent, Al-Azhar Mosque and the
Arabic school, South Shields - an
otherwise bland and mono-cultural
provincial town — can still boast to
be home to one of Western Europe’s
most successful and longstanding
Muslim communities.
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