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Arab leaders head for Tunisia for the Arab Summit on Monday

Yemen's new initiative

By MOHAMED BIN SALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The official media revealed last Friday
the Yemeni initiative President Saleh will
present during the Arab Summit in Tunisia.
The initiative aims -according 1o its text- to
regain security and stability in lIraqg, to
resolve the Arab-Israeli contflict and to
establish peace in the region. The initiative
proposes the formation of a three-party
committee and to draw up a roadmap to
regain the security and stability of lIraq. It
demands dispatching an international force
to separate the Palestinians and Israelis

based on 5 June 1967 borders. The initia-
tive stipulates the holding of a regional
peace conference, including Israel, after the
declaration of the foundation of the
Palestinian state, the elimination of
weapons of mass destruction in the region
and the Israeli withdrawal from occupied
Arab lands.

The text of the initiative:

First: Iraqi crisis

1- The formation of a three-party com-
mittee composed of the UN, Arab League
and coalition forces representative with a
representative of the Iragi Governing

Council, concerned with draw up a
roadmap, to include:

a- Guarantee of unity of Iraq, con-
fronting any secessionist disputes.

b- Setting up a security plan to regain
security and stability in Iraq and dispatch
an international force to Iraq under the
supervision of the UN and the Arab
League.

c- The withdrawal of occupation forces
from Iraqi cities with the arrival of the
international forces.

d- The formation of a national assembly
representing all ethnic groups to formulate
the Iraqi constitution under the supervision

of the three-party committee and to hold
elections after one year based on an elec-
tion law banning any parties based on eth-
nic, religious or sectarian principles. The
political parties will represent the spectrum
of Iraqi people as to ensure the establish-
ment of a democratic independent unified
Iraq based on correct national grounds.

e- The reformation of the army and secu-
rity forces without ethnic or religious alle-
giances, to be ready in two years time coin-
ciding with the permanent withdrawal of
occupation forces and remainder of interna-
tional forces.

Continued on page 13

Every Second Counts

y2) 7/ 4
L
WORLDWIDE EXPRESS

' Take a productive new partner into your business.

URVAN

SHIFT m

-

The Tehama Trading Company

Head Office

Hodeidah - Tel :(03) 200 149/50 , Fax:(03) 200146

Showroom Sana'a - Aljazair St. Tel:(01) 400269 , Fax:(01) 208926
Aden - Tel:(02) 248973/ 241974 Fax:(02) 241736

Taiz -

Tel:(04) 245623/4 Fax:(04) 245622

Mukalla - Tel:(05) 325902 | Telefax:(05) 325901
www.tehama.com.ye

By YEMEN TIMES
Ta1z BUREAU

On Saturday 27 March, angry
citizens gathered from different
neighborhoods of Taiz City at
Martyr Square in protest to the
assassination of Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin, the founder and spiritual
leader of the Islamic movement
Hamas. The massive rallies chant-
ed slogans like “God the Mighty",
"No to the culture of humiliation
and  subservience”, “Ahmed
Yassin  will be born again”,
“Victory and Liberation to
Palestine and Iraq”, “The trial of
murderer Sharon by the interna-
tional community”, and * Yes to
resistance and jihad”.

A mass rally was then held at
the square, attended by Governor
of Taiz, Judge Ahmed Al-Hujry;
representative  of Hamas, Mr.

To protest at the assassination of Sheikh Yassin
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Demonstra!ors in Taiz protestlng assassination of Shelkh Yassin YT Taiz Photo
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Jamal Essa: and several govern-
ment officials in the city.
Representatives of political parties
and civil society organizations and
schools delivered speeches con-
demning the assassination. The let-
ter addressed to Arab leaders by

the protesters and the letter of

Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, written
before his martyrdom and has
been planned to be addressed to
the Arab Summit in Tunisia, were
read at the rally.

The speeches emphasized the
importance of supporting the legit-

Massive rallles in Taiz
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imate resistance in lraq and
Palestine until the end of the occu-
pations, reforming the Arab situa-
tion and bringing war criminals
before the International Criminal
Court to determine the punishment
they deserve. The protesters’ letter
called on the Arab leaders, as stip-
ulated by Qura’an and Islamic
Legislation as their duties, for a
clear decision in support of the
resistance in Palestine and Iraq, the
severance of diplomatic relations
with the Zionist entity and the boy-
cott of companies dealing with it.
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By PETER WILLEMS
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The day after Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin was assassi-
nated last week,
State Department issued an
announcement that there
may be a threat of terrorist
attacks on US citizens in
the Middle East and North
Africa.

“The
State is deeply concerned
about the heightened threat
of terrorist attacks against
US citizens and interests
abroad in the aftermath of

the US

Department  of

but also the United States.

“The Zionists cannot
have carried out this act
without the approval of the
US Administration, which
carries the responsibility
% for this crime,” said the
Izzedine Al-Qassam state-
ment. It also added, “All
the Muslims of the world
will be honored to join in
on the retaliation for this
crime.”

The US government
interpreted the message as
Hamas is reaching out to
militant  groups
operating interna-

the recent Killing of
Hamas leader Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin in Gaza”
said  the  Worldwide
Caution Public
Announcement. “The
Department is also con-

A Yemeni security guard at the
demonstration against the
assassination of Shelkh Ahmed
Yassin last Tuesday in Sana'a.
(Yemen Times photo by Peter
Willems)

cerned about the potential

gl bl | it bhrrndiiad 1§ 5 b el | i ¥ vt bl il shd gl | 221 gt i § bt i f i
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for demonstrations and violent actions Yassin in
against US citizens and interests overseas as
a response o the killing.”

The warning was based on Hamas state-
ments soon after Yassin was killed. A state-
ment from lzzedine Al-Qassam, the military

wing of Hamas, put blame not only on Israel

1987  during

Palestinian intifada, announced that
it will continue to focus on the con-
flict between the Israelis and the
Palestinians and has no plans to tar-
get the United States.

Continued on page 13

tionally to target
US interests and

American  citi-
zens.

At the end of
last week,
Hamas,  which
was founded by

the
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Investment upportumtle‘s in

The Ministry  of
Telecommunications ‘and
Information Technology has decid- |
ed to expand the investment oppor-
tunities in GSM mobile -
services by offering a tender :
 ing investment companies (o inve
in ﬁe]ds cum:ntly dmmnmsed

taking the restructuring and deve
opment of TeleYemen by the mid-
dle of June this year.

. The decision to expand invest-
ment in GSM is a plus for the pri- |
vate sector since current private
GSM companies’ proﬁi.é increased
nollceably durmg fhe past two':_
years, while TeleYemen has
encountered a setback in profit du
to the withdrawal of many ‘sub- |
| scribers to more developed modern
mobile services.

Yemen parhclpates in meetmgs .

President of Behavior Science
Division at Aden’s faculty of
Medicine and President of the
Yemeﬁi P%ychological”As'SociaﬁOﬁ '
'm the meetmgb of the :Consultanve '_
Auzhonty of Non-Government
Organizations in Geneva during 2-
5 April 2004 for the preparation of
an international study for United
Nations on violence against chil-
dren, is on behalf of NGOs in the
Middie East and Nanh Afnca _
Yemen was choaan trom 101
imemanonai i

. Traﬁ"xc acc:den{s durmgtM A
claimed the lives 0f {mly 22

_sons i 163 i .
_recorded by Traffic Police
Department  throughout  the

'_'chubhc, in ¢ mparmm to 3?

On Thursday 25 March, Governor of
Al-Beidha, Brig. Yahya Mohamed Al-
Shami, Sheikhs and dignitaries, senior
Government officials and nearly

10,000 citizens attended the opening

BELLECEE Reacting to the President’s call

ceremony of the cultural week organ-
ized by Malah Youths Cultural and
Sports Club in Rada’a, in cooperation
with Dar Al-Sallam Organization for
Combating Revenge and Violence. The

activities of the cultural week, held in
reply to the President’s call to put an
end to revenge and under the slogan,
“Together for a safe society with no
grudges and revenges” consist of the-
atric plays, fine arts exhibitions, folk-
loric songs and the distribution of
leaflets related to increasing public
awareness of the danger of revenge and
misuse of weapons,

Yemeni-Chinese Higher Committee
signs partnership agreements

By MAHYOUR AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Yemeni-Chinese Joint Higher
Committee held a meeting in Peking
Monday 24 March co-chaired by
Yemen's Prime Minister Abdulqader
Bajammal and President of the
Chinese State Council Wun Jiabao. It
is scheduled that the meetings would
yield positive results regarding the
conclusion of a number of agreements
aimed at consolidation of cooperation
between the two countries in develop-
ment, investment and trade areas in
addition to development of the Free
Zone in Aden.

The agreements include areas of
education, oil, electricity, training
human resources, communications and
discussion of helping Yemen in for

organisation of training courses in eco-
nomic administration. The Chinese
investments in Yemen are presently
increasing and their value in this year
amounted to $150 million. China is
also undertaking the implementation of
a number of vital projects during the
next months. Among these are projects
for expanding the Jassua power gener-
ating station in Aden and investment
project by the Overseas Company.

The Overseas Company invests in
building a hospital in the capital Sana’a
costing $100 million and a $ 50 million
worth productive project in the Free
Zone in Aden.

Peking meetings are also to con-
tribute to deepening trade and econom-
ic cooperation in embodiment of what
the joint higher committee has reached
since its formation on 1987.

The total number of agreements con-
cluded between Sana’a and Peking
amounted to 79 agreements, minutes,
and protocols, memoranda of under- |
standing and executive programs cov- |
ering various areas. Recently some 12 |
Chinese companies entered the Yemeni
market for carrying out contracting and
constructions works.

Yemen has also received loans and
financial assistance from China to
finance projects pertaining to industri-
al, trade, agricultural, health, arts,
roads, and educational fields. The vol-
ume of the exchange of trade between
the two countries in the past year
amounted to one billion and 900 mil-
lion dollars, out of which one billion
and 545 million dollars the value of
Chinese imports from Yemen, mainly
oil.

Honoring Scout leaders

By Faumia AL-FortiH
FORr THE YEMEN TIMES
Under the title “Know each other,
befriend and love each other” Mr.
Abdualrahman Al-Akwa’a, the
Minister of Youth and Sport, held on
Wednesday 24 March a ceremony to
honor Scout leaders on the occasion of
the Golden Jubilee of the Arab Scouts
Association and also on the
Brotherhood Day of the Arab Scouts

(22 March).
Ali  Al-Jarmozy, the Relations
Officer at the Yemeni Scout

Association, said “Today the Ministry
of Youth and Sport honors the pioneer
Scout leaders who have established the
Scout Movement and played a key role
in the Scout Movement in Yemen since
sixties and seventies.”

He added “It is an annual tradition.
Today we going to honor 13 Scout
leaders from different governorates,
most of whom come from Aden in

which the earliest Scout Movement
was established. We are holding social
activities for 10 days”

Mr. Al-Akwa’a stressed the impor-
tance of renewing the base of the Scout
Movement in Yemen and paying more
attention to this important sector as it
protects the youth from deviation and
teaches them how to spend their time
appropriately. “Involving youths in the

Scouts Movement helps them to build
themselves and teaches them how to
work independently. That helps them
to be better citizens in the future”

He finally honored the 13 Scout
leaders and wished them all success in
their life.

He announced the naming of the hall
after the late Mr. Saleh Sofan, one of
the pioneer Scout leaders.

Mahboob
Ali becomes
member of

NUJ

The Chairman of the Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate (YJS) Mr.
Mahboob Ali was awarded honorary
membership of the National Union of
Journalists (NUJ) of the UK and
Ireland during the Union’s 2004 annu-
al conference that took place in
Liverpool from March 25 to 28,

This is the first time that an Arab
personality has been awarded such
membership, which was given in
recognition of Mahboob Ali’s role in
promoting dialogue between East and
West and linking journalists from the
Arab world and Europe.

In a statement to Yemen Times,
Mahboob Ali expressed his apprecia-
tion to the NUJ and said, “I feel hon-
ored to be the first Arab to become a
member of this prestigious journalists

-union. This encourages me to bolster

further Arab-European media relations
in an effort to bring greater cultural
understanding and cooperation in the

Journalistic field.”

The Annual Delegate Meeting is the
union’s supreme decision-making
body. Policy and activities are voted
on by delegates from the NUI's 150
branches.

Voice

Yemen Times features
“Readers’ Voice” a popular way
for our readers to interact with
us. This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local
affairs.

This edition’s question:

Do you have hope in the
upcoming Arab summit in
Tunis?

Yes, I believe the
upcoming summit will

itive results

eve it will have
no impact whatsoever
No, on the contrary, it will
cause more damage

last edition’s question:
Do you think that Hamas will hit
hard in revenge for Sheikh A.
Yassin’s assassination?

* Yes, and it is capable of doing

S0. 43%
+ Yes, but not in the scale it had
promised. 31%

* No, it is handicapped or too
weak to do so. 16%
* No, because lIsraeli security
has been enforced. 1%

Go to our website at: J

yementimes.com/#poll
\ and have your voice heard!

zu besetzen.

Einstellungsvoraussetzungen:

- PC-Kenntnisse

Aufgabenprofil:
- Abwicklung des Besucherverkehrs

richten an:
German Embassy; P. O. Box: 41 Sana’a

der Bundesrepublik Deutschland

of the Federal Republic of Germany

An der Deutschen Botschaft Sana’a ist zum niachstmoglichen Zeitpunkt eine Stelle als

Hilfskraft in der Konsularabteilung (Halbtagesstelle)

- Perfekte Beherrschung der arabischen Sprache
- Gute Deutschkenntnisse (miindlich und schriftlich)
- Gute Englischkenntnisse (miindlich und schriftlich)

- Hochschulabschluss oder Berufserfahrung

Bewerbungen mit Anschreiben, Lebenslauf und Zeugniskopien sind bis zum 20.04.2004 zu

Oder personlich in der Botschaft abzugeben.
Frauen und Schwerbehinderte werden bei gleicher Eignung bevorzugt.

Botschaft

Sanaa
Embassy

Sanaa
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JOB OPPORTUNITY

Job Responsibilities:

* LAN networking.

e Administration and

Minimum Requirements:

English and Arabic.

OMPUTER
PECGIALIST

A well established International Oil Company seeks a
Computer Specialist to join our Sana’a office.

* Install & maintain PC’s and peripherals.
* Operating system administration and maintenance.

* Administration of local internet connectivity.

telecommunication system.

* University degree in Computer Science or Equivalent.
* Relevant IT & T work experience.
* Excellent spoken and written communication skills in

Interested candidates with the necessary qualifications
and experience are requested to submit applications,
together with a detailed CV, B"y facsimiie to 410314.

The deadline for receiving applications is
Monday 12th April 2004

maintenance of office
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: iy 150 students of the English Division,
 Faculty of Literature paid a visit to
 premises of Yemen Times and were

 of members of staff of the newspaper.

dents about Yemen Times Newspaper

wspaper. He promised them to
titable solution to the early sell-
i sues of Yemen Times at book-
_stores' near the university. The Editor-
in- Cimzf p{:mted out thc roles and

newspaper and. ere acquainted with

j.Yt,me_n_ _fl‘1m£:§ that Yemen Times
Newspaper has been a major factor con
tributing to their study of the Engli
Language and confirmed the impoi
tance of preserving this nnportant pi
neering establishment in Yemen.

On Wednesday 24 Mdl'Ch 2004 near

received by Eng. Walid Abdul Azziz Al-
Sagqaf, Editor-in-Chief and a number

 The Editor-in-Chief briefed the stu-
and the stages since its foundation until

today. and replied to their questions
 about the role and subjects covered by

The bs -dent‘; toured dmswnt; of the:

- prin shop affi liated to Yemen §
Times. Tht: &,Ludems confirmed 1o
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Anti-violence
workshop concluded | ™o

On Thursday 25 March 2004, at the
Women Union Headquarter in Aden,
the Workshop on Violence against
Women was concluded. The workshop
organized by British Oxfam in cooper-
ation with heads of police stations, and
the Prosecution and Judiciary Offices,
aimed to increase legal awareness to
combat violence against women. The
two-day workshop resulted in a num-
ber of recommendations and sugges-
tions confirming the importance of
supporting women'’s issues and contin-

fforts

5 President
ued contact and coordination to resolve | ..~ Sa'l'

this problem through laying down
working and coordination mechanisms
among the related authorities.

The workshop recommended not to | |
imprison women on the basis of suspi-
cions or to inflict more sufferings on
accused women, the importance of
supervising women’s jails by profes-
sional women police, activating the
role of women in police stations and
the presence of women social workers
at police stations.

 iation document among
arib that he propos

World Water Day marked

Water crises

By Faumia AL-FoTiH
For THE YEMEN TIMES

Under the theme “Water and
Disaster: be informed and be pre-
pared”. Yemen along with world coun-
tries celebrated World Water Day on
Monday 22 March. The celebrations
took place in the Police Officer Club.

In the ceremony Mr. Ahmed Sofan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Planning, stressed the importance of
World Water Day as an essential step
to stop and think abowt the hazards of
water scarcity and vulnerability in
Yemen, especially in the agriculture
sector, which consumes a lot of water.

“Farmers have to realize that water
is life’s essence that should be careful-
ly preserved. They should try using
modern watering techniques that help
to save water.”

He called on the farmers to cooper-
ate with the government in establishing
water institutions to benefit from rain-
fall waters.

Mr. Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani, the
Minister of Water and Environment
pointed out that the given information
about water pointed out that the water
crisis has apparently intensified.

Mr. Al-Eryani, emphasized the
importance of working through a vivid
strategy and goals that could contain

all the speedy changes in the economic
and social fields and taking into
account the increasing population
growth that definitely requires a
stronger water supply.

Salem Hassan Bashaib, the Head of
National Water Resources Authority,
(NWRA) delivered a speech in which
he welcomed the attendees and said
“This ceremony aims to remind the
people and societies in the world about
the necessity of saving water and being
mindful of how to use it, as water is the
most important element of life in gen-
eral and for human life in particular.”

He further explained “The water
problem has been increasing year after
year and we need to follow real poli-
cies through which we can adminis-
trate the water resources. A number of
scientific studies have proved that
many water resources in a various gov-
ernorates are not good for human
usage.”

He continued “Through displaying
these problems we want to remind our
people that we are going to face a seri-
ous and real water crisis that the socie-
ty and the next generation will suffer
from if adequate and correct proce-
dures are not taken right now. The gov-
ernmental and non-governmental insti-
tutions should cooperate to find the
suitable solutions.”

sometimes lead to military con-

the following requirements:

fields;

Yemeni nationality;
Computer literate (MS-Office);

VAGANGY

Short Term Financial Experts
(2 Positions)

A leading international consulting company has immediate openings for short
term financial management experts in the Aden area. Candidates should satisfy

* University Degree in Business Administration, Accounting or related

Fluency in English and Arabic, wfitten and spoken;

Willing to undertake field work in the Aden area;
Minimum of 10 years relevant experience at senior management level

frontation between tribesmen and
security forces. o

Imposter
extorts money
citizens as
criminal
investigation
officer

YEMEN TIMES
Ta1z BUREAU

A criminal investigation officer
impersonator was finally arrested in
Osaifrah neighborhood, near the
Hoban area, Taiz. The imposter used to
pretend to be the officer on duty in the
block. He would stop family cars
under a gunpoint and ask for a mar-
riage certificate, which is not normally
carried in one’s wallet or with car’s
registration papers. If the paper was
not produced, he would threaten to
take the victim to the Criminal
Investigation Headquarters. The citi-
zens would prefer not to create a scene
with his wife, family or relatives, and
instead would empty his pockets
before being allowed to go. When his
last victim decided to put an end to the
career of the imposter, he wrote him a
cheque, which would be cashed the
next day. He notified the police, which
in turn caught the imposter in action
during the exchange the cheque for
cash.

SANAA lN‘TERNATIONAl sCHOOL
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& Computer instuction for all ages

Saturday through Wednesday

A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS WAITING FOR |
YOUR CHILD AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL |
Beautifd pumpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site on the edoe of town
with mj:{fm:' /.J.g_ay arca andl equipment. Sports facilities include socces
andd softball ficlds, a double tennis court, and an indocr dt-pupose area
forvolleybafl andt baskethall, Bus senvice available,

Main Campus
L ow:)mva_n@&as::d cumiculurn for 5 years of age through secondary school
# Personalized educationssmall class sizes ) ‘

& Spedcial offerings (AP Coursexams, PSAT test, music; art, dhama & spotts)
g Cmdm_tﬁ:ﬂ attend f‘ameréfvan_. Canadlian, European, and Middle Fastem universitios
* Acaredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools IMSA)

** Spedific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
* .M?:a\c;{we preawses near the French Imbassy including a garden and play area
* Certified experienced Bittish teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

# School hours are from 7:55 am. to 12:00 pm. (noon)
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Y JS condemns A. Yassin assassination

Yemeni Journalist Syndicate (YJS)
condemned the assassination of
founder of Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin, orchestrated by the terrorist
Sharon. The Journalists syndicate
calls on the Arab leaders, meeting in
Tunisia in few days for their regular
Arab Summit, to adopt a unified Arab
stance to boycott the Government of
the Zionist entity. This terrorist state
constantly proves its continuous
enmity to stability, security and peace
in the region and the world.

The Syndicate, in a letter of condo-
lence to the Chief of the Palestinian
Journalist Syndicate, Mr. Naeam Al-

degrees.

R

Tobasi, expressed its deep condolence
and solidarity with all the Palestinian
people. It called on the Palestinians to
unify their fronts and efforts to con-
front the enemy’s plots, which would
not be stopped at the assassination of
the unarmed and paralyzed Sheikh
Yassin. But it would not bend the
determination of the Palestinian
resistance in its legitimate struggle to
liberate its country from the Zionists
occupiers.

The Journalists Syndicate called on
Yemeni journalists to express their
solidarity with the Palestinian people
and journalists, standing in the front

lines resisting the enemy, which
would not hesitate to assassinate
Palestinian journalists within its geno-
cide campaign against the Palestinian
people.

The Syndicate calls on the regional
and international vocational organiza-
tions concerned with civil liberties
and human rights to stand by the
Palestinians facing genocide and dis-
crimination at the hand of the
Government of terrorist Sharon,
which is a government that commits
crimes against humanity on a daily
basis and stands against the efforts to
achieve just and real peace.

The Government of the Republic of Turkey
Offers 4 Scholarships for 2004-2005 Academic Year

The Government of Turkey is providing 4 scholarships to the Government
of Yemen for the academic year of 2004-2005.

Two scholarships are reserved for candidates who are seeking doctorate

Two scholarships will be provided for research at graduate level.

Applicants must have good command of Turkish, English or French.

SR

s

Work experience should preferably be in the water supply and sanitation sector,
but relevant experience in other public corporations in Yemen would be
acceptable. Applicants should be able to demonstrate experience in the
following fields of expertise:

All applications must be submitted to both the Ministry of Education and :
the Turkish Embassy no later than June 15, 2004.

o

* Development and implementation of accounting and budgeting
procedures;

* Implementation of computerised accounting and billing systems;

* Preparation of business plans, budgets, tariff studies and financial
modeling;

* Development and implementation of organisational structures;

* Development and implementation of standard reporting formats

Additional information can be obtained from the Ministry of Education or
the Turkish Embassy in Sana’a.

Embassy contact information:

Saturday through Wednesday
08:30-15:30 hrs
Tel : 440 531
Fax: 440 532

An attractive remuneration package is available to suitable candidates, and
working arrangements are flexible. Applications, including CV, should be
submitted to:

P. O. Box 12467,

Sana'a

Fax: 01-448053

E-mail: arceeyemen@y.net.ye

S

Kuala Lumpur & Jakarta Package

Hotel Names City 07 nights | 14 night Accommodation bed
08 days 15 days & breakfast

Istana hotel Kuala Lumpur/Malaysia $680 $910 Category *****

Corus Hotel | Kuala Lumpur / Malaysia $630 $810 Category ****

Park Inn International Kuala Lumpur / Malaysia - | $595 $695 Category ***

Jakarta Hilton Internationa karta / Indonesia ' Category *****

Agent Commission 5% on

Conditions: Saudi Building Systems
Price per person on twinsh g |

rson per departu & Tourism - T - o
* Office * Commercial Ceniers

Child under 12 years of age sharifig parent room at 50% of the package fair  Al-Zub ot s CarSheds - ;gQ* ’wdi{;tf‘bﬁ:ggffc;i‘f 6352173
Infant 10% of the package fair. " Sanaa £ = : . . - o L e

Round trip ticket Sanaa Kuala Lumpur Sanaa - Sanaa Jakarta Sanaa Phone: 286364 - 285865 - 279235 - 205699 *Factories ~ «Grain gt;fage : gecreaﬁon(:amers ol ‘B‘f‘g“"”td'!b“:g‘ﬁ;‘fﬁ"‘?;"“’; $ign
Accommodation at the hotel mentioned above on bed & breakfast. Fax 289568 + Farm Buiidmgs * Aircra angars how:'ooms Sana’a . .cle.mt $ A19300, BT L1100
Transfer airport hotel or V.V. $30 sedan car. (2 adult + 1 child) « Warehouses www.yementrading.coms

email: bazara@y.net.ye

* Service Centers > nge_r.iﬁiants email: sales@ yementrading.coms
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The Big Middle East Project

The elimination of corrupted dictatorship
regimes and the media promotion of it

By MOHAMED BIN SALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

ith the unofficial

announcement of

the US Project,

“The Big Middle

East”, the Arab
regimes in particular have fallen
undoubtedly between the anvil of peo-
ple’s demand for reforms and
improvement of their living conditions
and the hammer of the pressure to
accept the US Project.

The US announcement of its coming
project is no surprise to the world, but
solely to the Arabs, may be since our
problems have accumulated to the
point it has become too difficult to get
rid of them quickly. The Arab official
response we hear these days implied
that we have to treat our problems by
ourselves and not to accept the US
project. The Yemeni politicians see
otherwise, since they believe that the
Arab people demand salvation from
injustice, subjugation, hunger, fear and
ignorance and do not care whether the
project was American or non-
American.

It is time, if not too late, to build
rooted reforms in Arab regimes, from
politics to economics, from rights and
freedoms to decision-making mecha-
nisms. We do not think no one sees a
contradiction  between achieving
reforms through local mechanism or
within the frame of world-national
partnership, especially since human
rights issue has become a global issue,

said Mr. Khalid Ibrahim Salman,
Editor-in-Chief  of  Al-Thowry
Newspaper.

Mr.Salman added that if dictators
benefited from the US support for their
regimes during the Cold War, why
should not the citizen benefit from the
support of any authority or internation-
al body to lay down a base for his

rights, to allow him genuinely to par-
ticipate in political life. Although
democracy is a national need and a
universal humanitarian value, it cannot
be imposed forcefully by an outside
force, even if we see in rights and free-
doms a world culture granting legiti-
macy to the demands of weak people.
The regime that uses its might against
its people and rejects equality or rec-
onciliation and rebuilding of its inter-
nal system is a system unable to make
any changes and reforms at the region-
al, Arab or continental levels. Thus,
the critical Arab system is a reflection
of individual countries’ crises and the
flagrant rupture of relations between
the ruler and the people. These
Systems could not produce a fair and
democratic Arab system unless each
system was just, democratic and trans-
parent at the local national level. An
unprejudiced system, which is opted to
reform its chaotic internal situations, is
required before the reform process can
begin.

Expectations of Yemeni citizens:
Despite the crushing of Yemeni citi-
zen by consecutive crises, he still rec-
ognizes, due to his simple spontaneity,
the clear relation between bread and
freedom, the dominance of political
corruption and its other addenda and
his generally deteriorating situation.
Maybe the citizen does not philosoph-
ically break up the goals and aspira-
tions of projects, but he realizes clear-
ly that the country needs intrinsic
changes, explained Mr. Salman.

The role of Political Parties in
Reforms

The Editor-in-Chief of Al-Thowry
Newspaper said that the political par-
ties bare the responsibility to create a
cultural and political movement
required make a suitable atmosphere
to absorb ideas of change through a

Mr. Bushra Mohamed Saleh

number of activities and reactions
addressed to the regular citizen con-
cerning change, enlightenment, rights
and freedoms.

Mr. Salman, concluded his opinions
on today’s issues by saying that there
is no way to resist democratic changes
under the pretext of Yemen exception-
ality and a conspiracy mentality after
the world has become a small village,
unless this particularity means to
rulers total oppression, abrogation of
human rights and remaining immortal
rulers in the light of emergency condi-
tions imposed for decades. This is of
concern to the rulers only to prolong
their authority and dominance, but for
an ordinary citizen, changes are
inevitable as long as they do not con-
tradict sovereignty and independent
national decisions. We simply cannot
see a bright future without achieving a
transparent and honest democratic life,
as there is nothing more important in
life than that. Otherwise, the future
remains an obscure vision.

On the other hand, journalist
Abdulrahman Bajash, Editing Director
of the official Al-Thowra Newspaper,
has a different view. He says, “Yemeni
citizens react to the US reform project
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Mr. Khalid Ibrahim Salman

with apathy for one important reason,
the seemingly uninterested US policy
towards the Middle East. It does not
care about the inhabitants and certain-
ly not about genuine reforms.
Definitely, there is interest in demo-
cratic reforms, freedoms and human
rights. They are humanitarian demands
imposed by the necessity of a special
reality, but the obscurity surrounding
the US policy, in my opinion, makes
the Yemeni citizen cautious when it
comes to the sincerity of America. The
fairer America seems to be, the greater
trust of any policy towards “the
Middle East” will become. If America
is serious and it actually wants real
reforms, it would have acted in one
standard and not the double standards
of the Arab-Israeli conflicts™.

Whether Yemenis are familiar with
the US project or not, Mr. Baghash
confirmed that Yemenis do not know
much about it not because of low-level
awareness, but because of the sense of
the injustice and arrogance of America
in a world empty of justice and equal-
ity. When America seems to be fair in
the Palestinian case, the more under-
standing the citizens become. Simply,

there is a relation between the
Palestinian case and what America
proposes since because the case is
directly connected with Israeli inter-
ests and nothing else, no matter what
others would like to believe different-
ly, said Mr. Baghash.

Regarding the Arab League reforms,
the Editing Director concluded by say-
ing, ** The reform of the Arab League
is important, which must be a reflec-
tion of the internal reforms of each
country. Establishing an Arab Union in
the manner of EU is farfetched.
Regarding subordination to the west,
the inferior always assimilates the
superior and Arabs do not assimilate
anyone. The regular Yemeni citizen
has enough concerns, more important
than his interest in politics outside his
border, whilst the intellects are absent
from all issues of concern to the citizen
and only worry about their own inter-
ests”.

We did not neglect the opinion of
Arab citizens in this issue. The
Sudanese National, Bushra Mohamed
Saleh, working at the Yemeni
Documentation and Information
Center, in reply to our questions on
how much Arab citizens (including
Yemenis) know about the goals of the
US reform project, “The Big Middle
East”, whether this project will actual-
ly be implemented in reality and what
will happen if it is not implemented,
replied by saying, “The general senti-
ment of ordinary citizens in Arab
countries is not satisfied with the cur-
rent social, economic and political sit-
uations. There is also awareness and a
rising demand for reforms at the levels
of the rulers, the citizens and elite. In
spite of the lack of interest of ordinary
citizens in all aspects and goals of the
US project, the joint common denomi-
nator between the citizen and all
reform projects is more democracy,
freedoms and respect of human rights,

'Y

and more importantly economic devel-
opment. The ordinary Arab citizen
believes that broad changes, of clear
influence and impact on the social and
political formation of societies are
imminent, whether motivated by out-
side influences or based on national
convictions. Ultimately, whatever the
degree of these reforms might be, they
would not just serve the intentions of
US Administration alone™.

The Arab citizen is seemingly not
optimistic about the calls for reform of
Arab League, the Arab cooperation
slogans and to even the idea of estab-
lishing an Arab Union, since the gen-
eral Arab atmosphere does not encour-
age them.

The Arab World remains entangled
in Arab-Arab disputes, the crumbling
situations in Palestine and Iraq, the
political and economic turmoil inside
each country and in the light of the
lack of a unified Arab strategy, the
West is always ready to fill in the
vacancy to achieve its interests.

Mr. Bushra concluded his opinion
by saying that ordinary Arab citizens
are merely concerned with their aggra-
vated living situations while politi-
cians and intellects are living in a state
of shock, despite their awareness of
what is going on. The absence of a

Jjoint vision to confront this crisis bares

the waste of their individual efforts.
What is promoted by various media
means, concerning reform, is positive
and needed. This is not meant to dis-
tract Arab citizens and will not neces-
sarily lead to direct reforms of their
living conditions, since the motives for
reforms impose themselves wvery
strongly on the Arab arena as the
demand of the people, not only as a
result of foreign pressure. There is
agreement amongst the parties on the

- principle of reform and what is asked

of the media is to create a suitable
atmosphere towards the reforms.
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Irag says Arabs should
h U.S. reform plan

work wit

RIYADH, March 27 (Reuters) -
Arabs have an exaggerated fear of U.S.
reform plans for the Middle East and
should  work  positively  with
Washington’s proposals, Iraqi Foreign
Minister Hoshiyar Zebari said in a
newspaper interview on Saturday.

“There is a fear the Arab countries
will have their sovereignty stolen. But
we must discuss these mitiatives and
pick out what is good from them,”
Zebari told Saudi Arabia’s Arabic-lan-
guage Okaz daily.

Most Arab countries have given
Washington’s Greater Middle East
Initiative a frosty response, saying any
attempt to impose reform on the region
from outside would be unacceptable.

Washington has called for free elec-
tions, empowerment of women, civil
society, modernisation and fighting
poverty.

Arab leaders meeting in Tunis on
Monday and Tuesday will try to agree
a joint response to the proposals,
although advance ministerial meetings
have failed to reach a unified position.

Analysts say the stagnant Arab polit-
ical order is not only bad for its citi-
zens, but has spawned Islamic radicals
hostile to the West and the Western
support for the autocrats that mostly
rule them.

Iraq has been under U.S. occupation
for a year since the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein. Washington plans to
transfer sovereignty to an Iraqi author-

Official cars are parked outside a conference hall as

ra

oreign ministers meet in Tunis Mar. 27, ahead of an Arab

League summit. Arab governments have been preparing for the Monday-Tuesday Tunis meeting for months but have
failed to agree on common positions either on internal reform of the Arab League or on how to respond to a U.S. cam-

paign for Middle East democracy.

ity at the end of June.

“In Iraq we have no problem work-
ing with the proposals and I believe we
must work positively with them,” said

Zebari, a Kurdish member of the U.S.-

appointed Iraqi Governing Council.
“This does not mean accepting them

— the choice must be ours and nothing

REUTERS

must be forced on us.

“I believe the fear of these foreign
proposals is not justified and is exag-
gerated,” he said.

Guerrilla rocket at

tack

in Iraq Kkills 2 & wounds 13

BAGHDAD, March 27 (Reuters) -
Guerrillas fired rockets at the city hall
building in Mosul on Saturday, killing
two people and wounding 13, in another
deadly attack on Iragis working with
U.S.-led occupation forces.

Colonel Shamil Ahmad, head of the
city hall police department, said a child
and two police were among the wounded.
He said at least three attackers launched
two Katyusha rockets, which hit the outer
blast walls protecting the building.

Guerrilla attacks in Mosul, 390 km
(240 miles) north of Baghdad, have killed
several people this month including four
U.S. missionaries shot dead in their car.

In another incident in the city on
Saturday, police fought a shoot-out with a
criminal gang that had stolen 62 million
dinars ($44,000) in money for govern-
ment salaries. A policeman and a robber
were killed, and two gang members cap-
tured, police said.

In Baghdad, a roadside bomb
wrecked a passing vehicle, wounding at
least five Iraqis. Gunfire erupted after the
blast. The explosion targeted a large four-
wheel drive vehicle, similar to those used
by the U.S. military and foreign security
firms.

Shattered glass and a bloodstained
cigarette packet lay on the seats of the
vehicle after the attack.

Improvised bombs concealed along
roads in Irag have been the deadliest
weapon in the arsenal of guerrillas fight-
ing the occupation, killing scores of U.S.
soldiers over the past year.

Since the U.S.-led invasion to oust
Saddam Hussein, 400 U.S. troops have
been killed in action in Iraq.

FALLUJA SEALED OFF

The latest to die was a U.S. Marine
killed on Friday in fierce fighting that
raged for much of the day in the flash-
point town of Falluja, 50 km (32 miles)
west of Baghdad.

At least seven Iraqis were killed in the
fighting, including a cameraman working
for U.S. network ABC. Doctors at
Falluja’s hospital said many civilians had
been caught in the crossfire.

Marines sealed off several roads lead-
ing in to Falluja on Saturday and said
they were continuing combat operations
there.

In the city of Kirkuk, 250 km (155
miles) north of Baghdad, where ethnic
tensions  between Kurds, Arabs,
Turkmens and Assyrian Christians have
at times boiled over into violence,
unidentified gunmen killed an Assyrian
police lieutenant in an attack on Friday
evening.

In a separate incident in the city, U.S.

soldiers killed an Iraqi working with U.S.
organisation RTI International and
wounded two others after mistakenly
opening fire on their car, a senior police
official said. RTI is an organisation hired
by USAID to help establish local gover-
nance across Iraq.

Japan’s controversial deployment of
troops to Iraq was back in the spotlight at
home after an attack on a truck belonging
to an Iragi firm carrying goods for
Japanese soldiers.

Jiji and Kyodo news agencies said an
Iragi had been killed in the attack in
southern Iraq, but Japanese Defence
Ministry officials could only say that an
Iraqi had been wounded.

The incident could well raise tensions
in Japan, already nervous about possible
military casualties in Iraq and the threat
of an attack by extremists at home.

There has been an upsurge in guerril-
la violence in March as the U.S.-led
administration presses on with plans to
hand back sovereignty to Iragis by June
30.

On Friday, a United Nations team of
electoral experts arrived in Iraq to advise
on polls due to be held in early 2005.

Washington’s hopes of winning sup-
port for its political plans have been dent-
ed by opposition from Irag’s most
revered Shi'ite cleric, Ayatollah Ali al-

Sistani.

Sistani, who wields great influence
over Iraq’s 60 percent Shi'ite majority,
says a U.S.-backed interim constitution
signed by the Iragi Governing Council
earlier this month is flawed and undemo-
cratic.

One of Sistani’s followers in Kuwait
told worshippers on Friday that the cleric
may declare that the Iragi government
that takes power on June 30 is illegiti-
mate — a move that would cause many
Iraqi Shi’ites to reject it.

“If Article 61 of the interim constitu-
tion is not changed, Imam al-Sistani may
issue a fatwa declaring illegitimate all
those to whom power is transferred in
June,” Kuwaiti newspapers quoted
Ayatollah Mohammad Bager al-Mohri as
saying.

Sistani “may also order the Iragi peo-
ple to protest or carry out major popular
demonstrations and sit-ins in all Iraqi
cities”, the newspapers quoted him as
saying at Friday prayers.

Article 61 has several clauses, but the
most controversial one is that even if a
majority of Iragis approve Irag’s perma-
nent constitution in a referendum, it can
be vetoed if two-thirds of voters in three
provinces reject it.

The clause was demanded by Iraq’s
Kurds, who want guarantees that their

Civil servants look at the damage caused by a rocket which hit a wall of
Mosul’s city hall March 27. Police said that insurgents fired two rockets at the
city hall killing two civilians and wounding 13 others including a child. The

sign reads in Arabic, “Province of Nenowa’

’, the area in which Mosul lies.
REUTERS

not be removed. But Sistani has said it is

undemocratic as it allows a minority of

Iragis to dictate to the majority.

Six-year-old
Palestinian boy Kkilled
in Nablus

carry the body of a six year-old Palestinian Khaled Walwil, in front Israeli

jeeps after he shot dead in the West Bank city of Nablus March 27. The boy
was killed by gunfire in Nablus on Saturday in an incident which Israel and

the Palestinians blamed on each other.

NABLUS, West Bank, March 27
(Reuters) - A six-year-old Palestinian boy
was shot dead when a Palestinian gun-
man opened fire at an Israeli military jeep
during a raid in a West Bank refugee
camp on Saturday, the Israeli army said.

Television footage taken of the inci-
dent by foreign television networks
showed a gunshot ricocheting off an
armoured Israeli jeep towards an upper
floor of an adjacent building.

Twenty seconds later women’s
screams could be heard. Moments later, a
Palestinian holding the limp body of a
boy with blood on his face and neck is
seen outside the building. A Palestinian
gunman was filmed in an alley minutes
before the incident.

Palestinian residents said the dead
boy. Khalil Walwil, was killed either
when soldiers on a nearby hill opened fire
at the building while he stood by a win-
dow or when troops shot at Palestinians
throwing stones at Isracli forces in the
camp.

An Israeli military commander, who
was in the jeep that came under fire, said

| the boy was killed when a Palestinian
| gunman in an alley shot at his jeep as
right to autonomy in northern Iraq will |

forces left Balata camp. The commander
said none of his troops returned fire. “I
did not fire back at him (the gunman)
because his fire was not accurate.” said

REUTERS

the commander, who under military regu-
lations could only be identified as
Lieutenant Colonel Guy.

“About 10 seconds after that I heard
from behind my jeep terrible screams
from a Palestinian woman. [ turned
around and [ saw a family with a few
people screaming. The father held his son
who was covered in blood and they ran to
ambulances there”.

Television  footage  showed
Palestinians throwing stones at Israeli
army vehicles as they drove through the
camp minutes earlier but there was no
indication the soldiers had responded.

The boy’s uncle Said Walwil said his
nephew was killed when troops on a
nearby hill fired at the house. Other resi-
dents said the boy was killed when sol-
diers fired at stone thowers.

The boy died of his wounds on the
way to hospital. Palestinian medics said
that soldiers stopped the ambulance
transporting the boy to hospital for 15
minutes.

The army said it was checking the
report. A spokesman said that Lieutenant
Colonel Guy had offered to transport the
boy to hospital in a military ambulance
but family members had refused.

Israeli soldiers raided the camp to
search for militants planning suicide
bombings, but left empty-handed.
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Taiwan opposition protest
swells, China fumes

TAIPEI, March 27 (Reuters) - In
Taiwan’s biggest-ever protest, 300,000
supporters of defeated presidential chal-
lenger Lien Chan massed in Taipei on
Saturday to dispute his loss as China said
it would not tolerate turmoil on the
island.

A sea of yellow raincoats filled the
square and streets around the office of
President Chen Shui-bian as demonstra-
tors defied rain to demand a recount for
last Saturday’s poll, which Chen won by
just 30,000 votes out of more than 13
million cast.

Dressed in black in a demonstration of
mourning and standing in front of a huge
sign reading “Democracy is Dead”, Lien
told the crowd he had counted more than
1.000 irregularities in the island’s third
ever direct presidential vote.

“Today so many people gather here to
demand a fair election. This is the most
basic value of democracy,” said Lien,
leader of the Nationalist Party who also
lost to Chen in 2000.

“Our common demands are very sim-
ple: immediate recount. I want to ask Mr
Chen Shui-bian: what are you afraid of?
Stand up!”

“Stand up! Stand up!” the huge crowd
shouted back.

The Nationalist Party leader called
for an independent inquiry into an elec-
tion-eve assassination attempt that light-
ly wounded Chen and created a signifi-
cant sympathy vote.

“We must be prepared for a long bat-
tle,” Lien said. “We will not end our
struggle until our goal is achieved. We
must let the world see the power of the
people.”

The rivalry between Chen and Lien
and the extent of support for the chal-
lenger threaten a prolonged crisis that
could paralyse policy-making in one of
Asia’s most vibrant economies. Chen
does not have a majority in parliament,
making it difficult for his policies to be
passed into law.

Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, March 27
(Reuters) - Fresh from a landslide elec-
tion victory that owed much to a strong
anti-graft platform, Malaysian Prime
Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi kept
faith with the old guard when he named
a new cabinet on Saturday.

The retirement of five ministers who
had served under his predecessor, veter-
an leader Mahathir Mohamad, and the
resignation of another allowed Abdullah
to bring in some young blood.

He also created several new portfo-
lios.

“This is to give some new faces a
chance. Those who were not included,
(it) doesn’t mean that they were impli-
cated in crime or corruption,” Abdullah
told a news conference.

Otherwise there was a strong sense of
continuity from a prime minister who
had appeared bent on differentiating his

Taiwan’s main opposition Nationalist
Party (KMT) chairman Lien Chan

chants slogans in front of the
Presidential Palace as he attends a
protest in Taipei on Mar. 27.
REUTERS

Supporters of Taiwan’s main opposition Nationalist Party (KMT) protest in front of the Presidential Palace showing
their support for KMT Chairman Lien Chan in Taipei on Mar. 27. More than 300,000 supporters of Lien gathered at the
presidential palace to protest the incumbent’s victory.

Beijing said it would not sit idly by if

the protests spiralled out of control. The
Chinese government is anxious o pre-
vent pro-independence activists who
back Chen’s policy of greater sovereign-
ty from using the turmoil to promote
their cause.

Bulletgate

“Say no to Bulletgate scandal,” read
one placard held up by the crowd. “Say
no to the dirty election,” read another
raised near a huge plaster replica of the
Statue of Liberty.

Lien urged the crowd to go home, but
warned Chen that his supporters would
return in force to launch a new protest in
early April if their demands over the dis-
puted election were not met. He said he

would persist until the president’s May
20 inauguration.

An extra 5,000 police were deployed
to maintain order and ranks of helmeted
officers in full riot gear stood in rows
behind barbed-wire barricades in front of
the presidential palace.

“I rather hope there will be violence
so that the government will listen to us,”
said protester Chang Kun-lin. *“The gov-
ernment is not afraid of the people. It’s
only afraid of old communists.”

China’s Communist leadership tried to
make sure Taiwan was afraid.

“We will not sit by watching, should
the post-election situation in Taiwan get
out of control, leading to social turmoil,
endangering the lives and property of
our flesh-and-blood brothers,” Beijing’s

REUTERS

policy-making Taiwan Affairs Office
said late on Friday.

Beijing regularly threatens to use
force to recover an island it claims as a
renegade province, but was unlikely to
follow up its latest angry words with
action.

Taiwan hit back, telling Beijing to
mind its own business.

“Communist China has no reason to
criticise our internal affairs. It is crudely
interfering in our internal affairs,” the
Mainland Affairs Council said.

The Republic of China, the island’s
official name since it split from the
mainland after the Nationalists fled there
after losing a civil war to the commu-
nists in 1949, was capable of dealing
with internal dissent, it said.

administration from Mahathir’s
since taking over in October.

Abdullah, whose “Mr Clean”
image was a key factor in beating
the Islamist opposition last Sunday,
kept the finance portfolio for him-
self.

But to lighten his load, Abdullah
broke up the Home Ministry, creat-
ing a new Internal Security
Ministry, which he will control.
New Home Affairs Minister Azmi
Khalid is one of the younger gener-
ation the prime minister is keen to
promote.

Abdullah retained Nor Mohamed
Yakcop, an ex-central banker who
had been Mahathir’'s economic |
adviser, as Second Finance £
Minister, and brought in Mustapa

experience at the Finance Ministry,

Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad
Mohamed, an economist with prior Badawi announces his new cabinet ministers in
Putrajaya, near Kuala Lumpur Mar. 27.REUTERS

as a minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department.

Najib Razak, who Abdullah pro-
moted as deputy prime minister in
January, kept the number two spot
and the defence minister position.

Syed Hamid Albar, foreign min-
ister since 1999, held on to his job
despite being associated in the
international community with some
of Mahathir’'s more controversial
positions, notably over relations
between the West and the Islamic
world. '

Trade Minister Rafidah Aziz,
ever present in Mahathir cabinets
| and longest serving minister in
World Trade Organisation negotia-
tions, also kept her post.

The other rising star is Najib's
cousin, Hishammuddin Hussein,
who was promoted from the sports

Pakistan installing

anfi-aircraft guns
in capital

ISLAMABAD, March 27 (Reuters) -
Pakistan is installing anti-aircraft guns
in the capital Islamabad to strengthen
security and thwart a possible air attack
during a regional athletics event begin-
ning on Monday, a government official
said.

The ninth South Asian Federation
(SAF) games, postponed three times
because of a lack of preparation and
security concerns, will go ahead under
the protection of 3,000 police and para-
military troops.

“There is no specific threat but to
avoid any, and in case of need, we are
installing those guns,” Tasneem
Noorani, Pakistan’s Interior Secretary,
told Reuters.

The guns would be centred around
Jinnah Stadium, part of a sprawling
sports complex in Islamabad’s outskirts.

The jinxed games, in which Pakistan,
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal and Maldives traditionally com-

pete, were first postponed in October
2001 after the September 11 terror
attacks on the United States.

Pakistan rescheduled them for March
2002 but the games were again can-
celled after an escalation in border ten-
sions with India. They were called off
again in April last year because of the
war in Iraq.

They will be held from March 29 to
April 7.

The extra security coincides with
fighting between Pakistani soldiers and
Islamic militants, including al Qaeda, in
arugged tribal area near the border with
Afghanistan. Noorani said the guns
were unrelated to that two-week stand-
off in which around 100 people have
died.

*“This 1s nothing to do with the ongo-
ing military operation,” he said. “It is a
part of our security plan for the SAF
games as foreign nationals are coming
to Pakistan.”

o

A Pakistani paramilitary stands guard outside Jinnah Stadium, the venue
for the South Asian Federation (SAF) games in Islamabad March 27.
Pakistan is installing anti-aircraft guns in the capital Islamabad to strength-
en security and thwart a possible air attack during the regional athletics

event beginning on Monday, a government official said.

REUTERS

rd in new cabinet

ministry to education minister.

Cleanliness questioned

There were few casualties.

After Abdullah read the list, the first
question in the news conference which
followed was whether the cabinet was
clean.

“Yes. There’s no case for them not to
be appointed,” Abdullah responded. He
added: “Being a minister doesn’t give
them immunity from the due process of
the law.”

The line-up drew a scathing assess-
ment from the opposition leader, whose
secular party won the most parliamen-
tary seats among the opposition parties
in Sunday’s polls.

“If integrity and the perception of
integrity are among the indispensable
criteria for the selection of cabinet min-
isters, then the first Abdullah cabinet has

failed the acid test,” said Lim Kit Siang.
a veteran leader of the Democratic
Action Party.

Abdullah led the ruling coalition to a
huge victory in Sunday’s polls, captur-
ing over 90 percent of parliamentary
seats and winning control of 12 of
Malaysia’s 13 state governments.

The margin of victory had sparked
speculation that Abdullah could go in for
a wholesale revamp of his cabinet.

But Abdullah’s United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO), the
party that heads the multi-ethnic Barisan
Nasional coalition, holds internal elec-
tions at mid-year, and political analysts
say he will be wary of sparking any in-
fighting.

Two ministers, who leadership insid-
ers thought could be axed, survived.
although they were moved to different
ministries.

India’s BJP coalition

heading for easy win:Survey

NEW DELHI. March 27 (Reuters) -
Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s Hindu nationalist-led coali-
tion will return to power easily in elec-
tions beginning next month, an opinion
poll published on Saturday said.

The rival Congress Party. led by
Italian-born Sonia Gandhi, could slump
to its lowest-ever numbers in parliament,
the survey published by the Indian
Express newspaper said.

Two earlier polls said Vajpayee would
lead the Bharatiya Janata Party-led coali-
tion to a comlortable victory riding on
strong economic growth, rapprochement
with Pakistan and his personal popularity.

Since coming to power at the head of a
coalition comprising secular regional par-
ties, the BJP has set aside its hardline
Hindu agenda that helped bring it into the
political mainstream in the 1990s.

The BJP-led coalition is campaigning
on a platform of development and good
governance and will win between 287-
307 seats in the 543-member lower house
of parliament, more than the 272 required
to rule, the Express said.

The grand old Congress party, whose
chief Sonia Gandhi has been consistently

R

Sikh devotees carry silt

from the holy pond during the cleaning of the Golden

Temple in Amritsar, India Mar. 27. Thousands of Sikhs thronged to the Golden
Temple, the Sikh’s holiest temple, to clean the sacred pond on Friday. REUTERS

targetted for her foreign origins could,
along with its allies, take 143 to 163 seats,
the poll conducted by A.C. Nielsen for the
Indian Express and NDTV said.

The BJP-led coalition controlled 303
seats in the last parliament and the
Congress-led alliance had 140. The
Congress on its own is forecast to win 90

to 100 seats, according to the new poll, an
all-time low. The party won 114 seats in
the last election.

The Congress is banking on Gandhi,
the torch-bearer of India’s celebrated
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, to propel the
party back to power after a slump in pop-
ularity.

Abstention fears in
Nigeria poll after killings

LAGOS, March 27 (Reuters) -
Nigerian local council elections began
on Saturday with fears voters would stay
away in large numbers after at least 29
people were killed in ethnic and political
clashes a day before the polls.

The government deployed hundreds
of thousands of troops and police to
hotspots across the West African oil-
exporting country, where sectarian vio-
lence has killed more than 10,000 in the
five years since democracy was restored
in 1999.

At least nine people were shot dead in
the eastern oil city of Port Harcourt on
Friday by camouflaged gunmen in what
residents said was a politically motivat-
ed attack.

At least another 20 died in the central
Plateau state, but its was unclear whether
the attack on Muslims in the town of
Wase was aimed at disrupting the poll or
a reprisal for earlier raids that have
killed 200 in the state in six weeks.

The election-eve clashes topped two
months of violence during which two
politicians have died, others have

escaped assassination and still more
have received death threats.

“The wave of violence is not surpris-
ing given that our political class has no
manifesto other than avarice and greed
to loot the treasuries,” said Adebowale
Adeyeni, a senior politics lecturer at
Lagos State University.

President Olusegun Obasanjo, who
won a second term last year in disputed
elections, has called for calm and
encouraged Nigerians to vote.

But opposition leader Muhammadu
Buhari fears the violence and last year’s
widespread electoral rigging, will keep
voters away.

“Driven by greed”

Early reports from polling stations in
Lagos, the country’s largest city, indicat-
ed a low turnout.

“l am not going to vote again because
I don’t trust the politicians. When they
win they will forget us,” said Amaechi
Egeonu, a 30-year-old driver in Lagos.

In Kano, Nigeria's second biggest
city, hundreds of voters queued outside

polling stations, but electoral officials
said that was because ballots had yet to
arrive.

The European Union and the United
States reported widespread vote rigging
in last year’s poll that gave Obasanjo a
resounding win and his party control of
27 of Nigeria’s 36 states.

Hundreds of council chairmen and
thousands of councillors are up for elec-
tion in Saturday’s vote, postponed from
last year due to disputes between the
federal and regional governments.

There have already been complaints
of malpractice in registering candidates,
and many states plan to hold polls in
new councils which the federal govern-
ment does not recognise.

Three states have postponed the elec-
tions again saying they are not ready.
Others have suspended polls due to the
violence.

“The struggle for power here knows
no limits because it is driven by greed,”
said Chris Alagoa a charity worker in
Port Harcourt, the main city in the oil-
rich delta region.
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N.Irish Trimble
wins party
leadership contest

BELFAST, March 27 (Reuters) -
David Trimble, a key figure in the
Northern Ireland peace process, saw off
the challenge of two little known oppo-
nents on Saturday to retain the leader-
ship of the moderate Protestant Ulster
Unionist Party (UUP).

Trimble, who has battled within his
party for the last six years against oppo-
nents of the 1998 Good Friday peace
deal he helped negotiate, secured 60 per-
cent of a leadership vote at a meeting of
the UUP’s 800-strong ruling council in
Belfast.

“I'm delighted that the party council
has, by such a significant majority, re-
elected me as leader,” Trimble told
reporters alter the result.

“This does represent the settled will of
the party, and I hope that the party will
become settled as a result of today’s
meeting.”

Trimble shared a Nobel peace prize
for his role in securing the Good Friday
deal, which aimed to end three decades
of bloodshed between Protestants who
back the province’s political union with
Britain and Catholics favouring a united
Ireland.

But since the accord was signed he
has faced a constant battle against fellow
Protestants who believe he has made too

many concessions to the Irish
Republican Army and its political ally
Sinn Fein.

Dissent within the ranks of the UUP
has increased since province-wide elec-
tions last November, which saw the
party surrender its position as the lead-
ing pro-British grouping to the hardline
Democratic Unionists (DUP) led by lan
Paisley.

Trimble’s leading UUP critic, Jeffrey
Donaldson, defected to the DUP in
January, cementing Paisley’s position as
leading figure on the Protestant side.

The defection also removed the stan-
dard bearer of the anti-Good Friday
agreement faction within the UUP. In the
absence of Donaldson, who led several
challenges to Trimble’s authority at past
council meetings, no high profile candi-
date was prepared to put themselves up
against the leader.

Instead Trimble faced Robert Oliver, a
minor party official, and David Hoey, a
rank-and-file UUP member who ran as a
so-called “stalking horse”, in the hope
he could damage the leader enough to
entice a heavyweight candidate into the
ring.

Hoey mustered 22 percent of the vote
and Oliver 18 percent, a result seen as
delivering a clear victory to Trimble.

Leader of Northern Ireland’s Ulster Unionist Party, David Trimble (R), takes
his seat alongside party president Martin Smyth at the start of the party’s

annual general meeting in Belfast, Mar. 27.

REUTERS

French lawyer says
he will defend Saddam

PARIS, March 27 (Reuters) - The
French lawyer known for defending
Nazi war criminal Klaus Barbie and
guerrilla Carlos the Jackal said on
Saturday that Saddam Hussein’s
nephew had chosen him to represent
the deposed Iraqi president. :

Jacques Verges told Reuters in a
telephone interview he had received a
letter from Ali Barzan al-Tikriti,
whose father Barzan al-Tikriti is
Saddam’s half-brother, asking him to
defend the former Iraqi dictator, cap-
tured by U.S. forces in December.

The U.S.-appointed Iraqi
Governing Council in Baghdad is set-
ting up a war crimes tribunal to try
Saddam on charges which may
include genocide and crimes against
humanity.

Washington has said the 66-year-
old Saddam, whose interrogation is
being led by the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), should be
tried in Iraq.

Verges, who is also defending for-
mer Iragi deputy prime minister Tariq
Aziz, said he had accepted the job of
defending Saddam and suggested his
strategy would focus on the role
played by the United States and other
countries in supporting the Iraqgi leader
in the 1980s.

“We know very well that the Anglo-

A file photo shows French lawyer, Jacques
Verges during an interview with Reuters in
Amman Dec. 18, 2003. The French lawyer
known for defending Nazi war criminal Klaus
Barbie and guerrilla Carlos the Jackal said
Mar. 27, that Saddam Hussein’s nephew had
chosen him to represent the deposed Iraqi
president. REUTERS

Americans armed Saddam Hussein, that
the chemical weapons were sold by the
allies,” Verges said in a telephone inter-
VIEW.

SIGHTS ON RUMSFELD

Washington helped Saddam obtain
intelligence and military equipment
and, according to a U.S. Centers for
Disease Control document in the U.S.
Senate record, Iraq also obtained from
the United States biological agents
that could have been turned into
weapons.

The United States was at the time

i supporting Iraq in its war against the

old U.S. foe Iran, at a time when
Saddam wused chemical weapons
against Iranian forces and Iraqi Kurds.

Britain, France, Germany, ltaly and
the former Soviet Union also supplied
Iraq with equipment, expertise and
funding over the years.

The West’s close military and com-
mercial relationship with Saddam
ended when Iraq invaded Kuwait in
1990.

Verges singled out U.S. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, a key
advocate of last year’s U.S.-led war to
oust Saddam, for his role 20 years ago
as a special envoy of U.S. President
Ronald Reagan.

He said that if a trial of Saddam
took place, Rumsfeld would have to
“take a seat next to the leader”.

Verges decried U.S. treatment of
Saddam since his capture and said he
feared the former dictator could be

killed before he had a chance to stand
trial.

The United States declared Saddam a
prisoner of war last month, meaning he
has certain rights under the Geneva
Convention on treatment of such
detainees. But U.S. officials have said
they do not rule out the possibility that
the United States might re-evaluate that
status in the future.

Verges has taken on tough cases
before. Barbie, known as the “butcher
of Lyon”, was jailed for life in 1987 for
crimes against humanity in Nazi-occu-
pied France.

Carlos the Jackal, whose real name is
Illich Ramirez Sanchez, is serving a life
sentence in France for a string of dead-
ly attacks in Europe in the 1970s and
1980s.

Charges against Saddam could cover
his campaign against Iraqi Kurds in the
1980s, the use of chemical weapons on
Iranian troops and Kurdish civilians,
the crushing of Kurdish and Shi'ite
Muslim uprisings in 1991 and the
oppression of minority groups in the
south and north of the country.

The United States and Britain cited
Iraqi chemical and biological arms as
their justification for invading the coun-
try last March. No such weapons have
come to light since they toppled
Saddam, despite intensive searches.

U.N. envoy
says
Kosovo

status
not to be
rushed

HELSINKI, March 27 (Reuters) -
Rushing a decision on Kosovo's status
would be giving in to the violence
which rocked the United Nations pro-
tectorate last week, the UN Kosovo
governor told a newspaper on Saturday.

“The vagueness of the national status
of Kosovo is a strain on people. Various
nationalistic movements see this kind
of a situation as insulting,” Harri
Holkeri, the chief U.N. envoy in
Kosovo, told Finnish daily Helsingin
Sanomat.

But a quick decision was not the
answer. “That would equal to giving in
to this violence,” Holkeri said.

Clashes between Kosovo Albanians
and Serbs last week left 28 dead, hun-
dreds injured and forced some 3,600

Serbs to flee. The Albanians, blamed
for the anti-Serb violence, want inde-
pendence for Kosovo from Serbia.

Holkeri’s comments were an appar-
ent response to former U.S. ambassador
to the United Nations Richard
Holbrooke who said this week the
Kosovo violence was predictable as the
international community had been too
slow deciding its final status.

Holbrooke said he had told Holkeri
as far back as October to take action to
accelerate the status talks and warned
that if the delay continued, violence
would escalate.

The U.N., together with the United
States and the European Union, will
decide whether Kosovo has met demo-
cratic standards before determining its

final status.

Holkeri told the paper the U.N. need-
ed to change and renew its strategy, but
did not say how.

“This multi-ethnicity is not working
as planned,” he said.

Kosovo is legally a province of
Serbia, but has been a U.N. protectorate
since June 1999 after 11 weeks of
NATO bombing forced out Serb troops
and ended their repression of Albanians
during an Albanian separatist uprising.

Its unresolved final status is the sub-

ject of bitter dispute between independ-

ence-seeking Albanians and Serbs who
say the province could be granted
autonomy, but only under the sover-
eignty of Serbia and Montegegro.

Annan set to join last-ditch

BUERGENSTOCK, Switzerland,
March 27 (Reuters) - U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan starts a final push
on Saturday for an elusive Cyprus
peace deal, meeting Greek and
Turkish leaders in a secluded Alpine
resort to break a logjam in negotia-
tions.

Weeks of talks between Greece,
Turkey, Greek Cypriots and Turkish
Cypriots have made little progress on
a U.N. peace blueprint, leaving the
chances of a united island joining the
European Union on May 1 hanging by
a thread.

Thwarted at the last minute in past
efforts to end the bitter divide on the
Mediterranean island, Annan still
believes it is worth diverting his atten-
tion from higher profile crises in Iraq
and elsewhere to resolve a dispute
going back decades.

On the eve of Annan’s arrival in
Buergenstock later on Saturday,
Turkish leader Tayyip Erdogan said he
was encouraged about peace hopes
after meeting Greek Prime Minister
Costas Karamanlis at a European
Union summit this week.

“I have met with Karamanlis in
Brussels. I saw that he also has the
same goodwill approach,” Erdogan
told reporters on his return to Turkey
on Friday.

Karamanlis will join the talks on the
shores of Lake Lucerne on Sunday
and Erdogan on Monday in what
promises to be a long drawn out nego-
tiating process that could go on until
Wednesday at least.

Stakes high

The stakes are high for all con-
cerned. Without a deal, only the inter-
nationally recognised Greek Cypriot
government will join the EU on May
1, representing the whole island.

This could cement the island’s par-
tition and harm Turkey’s own EU
hopes.

A final text of a peace accord is like-
ly to be presented to the parties before

Cyprus peace talks

Turkish nationalists hold up banners decorated with Turkish and Turkish Cypriot
flags to greet Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash (pictured in banner) upon the

arrival of 80-year old leader in Ankara March 4. file photo

the Buergenstock talks are wrapped
up, with Annan possessing a mandate
to fill in any disputed gaps in the U.N.
blueprint if the sides fail to agree.

The plan will then go to a referen-
dum on both sides of Cyprus on April
20.

The United States, the EU and for-
mer colonial power Britain are piling
on the pressure for a reunification deal
for Cyprus, split since 1974 when
Turkish troops invaded the north after
a Greek Cypriot coup backed by
Greece.

On Friday, EU leaders reaffirmed
their preference for the accession of a
united island and “reiterated (their)
readiness to accommodate the terms
of such a settlement in line with the
principles on which the EU is found-
ed”.

A key problem in the talks, which

REUTERS

began on February 19, is the nature of
exemptions from EU rules on freedom
of movement sought by the minority
Turkish Cypriots, who fear being
swamped by their richer and more
populous neighbours.

Greek Cypriots say there can be no
“permanent” exemptions to EU law
that would hinder forever the rights of
Greek Cypriots, such as being able to
buy property and travel freely through
the island.

Under the complex U.N. plan,
under negotiation in one form or
another since 1999, there would be
broad autonomy under a loose federal
government.

Only Ankara recognises the Turkish
Cypriot statelet led by Rauf Denktash,
who has refused to attend the Swiss
talks because he does not believe a
satisfactory deal can be struck.

Deutschland statt.

oder

1.2

aufgehalten haben;

Europawahlordnung).

GERMANY,
- den Kreis- und Stadtwahlieitern

angefordert werden.

Deutschiand,

Sanaa, den 21.03.2004

Botschaft

der Bundesrepublik Deutschiand

Sanaa
Embassy

of the Federal Republic of Germany

Sanaa

Bekanntmachung

Fir ihre Wahltelinahme ist u.a. Vorausselzung, dass sie

a) in Gebieten der {ibrigen Mitgliedstaaten des Europarates leben oder

Antragsvordrucke {(Formbiatier} sowie informierende Merkblitter kinnen bei

in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland

fiir Deutsche zur Wahl zum Européischen Parlament

- Am 13, Juni 2004 findet die Wah! der Abgeordneten des Europdischen Parlaments aus der Bundesrepublik

Deutsche, die auBerhalb der Bundesrepublik Deutschland leben und im Bundesgebiet keine Wohnung mehr
innehaben, kénnen bei Vorliegen der sonstigen wahirechtlichen Voraussetzungen an der Wahl teiinehmen,

1.1 seit mindestens drei Monaten in den (brigen Mitgliedstaaten der Europaischen Union eine Wohnung
inneghaben oder sich mindestens seit dieser Zeit dort gewdhnlich authalien (auf die Dreimonatsfrist wird
ein unmittelbar vorausgehender Aufenthalt in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland angerechnet)

b} in anderen Gebieten leben und am Wahllag seit ihrem Fortzug aus der Bundesrepublik
Deutschiand™ nicht mehr als 25 Jahre verstrichen sind,

und vor ihrem Fortzug nach dem 23, Mai 1949 aus der Bundesrepublik Deutschland'! mindestens drei
Monate ununterbrochen in der Bundesrepublik Deutschiand'! gewohnt oder sich dort sonst gewdhniich

2. in ein Wahlerverzeichnis in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland eingetragen sind. Diese Eintragung erfolgt
nur auf Antrag. Der Antrag ist auf einem Formblatt zu stellen; er soll bald nach dieser
Bekannitmachung abgesandt werden. Einern Antrag, der erst am 24. Mai 2004 oder spéter bei der
zusténdigen Gemeindebehdrde eingeht, kann nicht mehr entsprochen werden (§ 17 Abs. 1 der

den diplomatischen und berufskonsularischen Vertretungen der Bundesrepublik Deutschiand,

- dem Bundeswahlieiter, Statistisches Bundesamt, Zweigstelle Bonn, Postfach 17 03 77, 53029 BONN,

Weitere Auskiinfte erteilen die Botschaften und berufskonsularischen Vertretungen der Bundesrepublik

Botschaft der Bundesrepublik
Deutschiand Sanaa, P.O. Box 41+
2562, Sanaa

Sa: 08:00-14:00, So-Mi: 08:00-16:30

trisharen Barlin (Ost).

1.} Zu beriicksichtigen ist auch sine frihere Wohnung oder ein friherer Aufenthalt in dem in Ariike! 3 des Einigungsvertrages
genannten Gebiet (Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-Vorpommarm, Sachsen, Sachsen-Anhalt und Thilringen zuziglich des Gebiels des
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Words of Wisdom

Ry It is my belief that terrorism will be
something with which we are destined
to live, and it will be a main feature of
the 21st century. It is therefore
important for our universities and
specialized institutes to offer studies on
it. If our world is to grow more open
and to ensure cooperation among all, we
should also try to address the grievances
of all members of society.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saggaf, (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Arab summits:

Symbolizing
weakness and
humiliation

The Arab Summits in the views of most Arab citizens
have nowadays turned to symbols of inability and help
lessness. Looking at Arab summits held in the recen
past, one would easily find that every time Arab leaders
meet in any Arab city, all they end up with is mere talk
and cries for justice. They condemn or denounce the
occupation of Arab land, while doing nothing to change
the reality. They occasionally show courage in accusing
each other and in rare cases insulting each other, as hap
pened in the last summit before the war on Iraq.
What more can we expect from those summits? Perhaps
more humiliation and embarrassment?
As a nation, we have reached the most vulnerable time in
our history. It wouldn’t surprise me to see another Arab
nation attacked and occupied without any action by othe;
states because we are all in a stage of complete stagna-
b tion. This is basically due to our inability to unite ou
L views and positions on pan-Arab and internationa
E affairs.
When trying to analyze the situation carefully, we would
realize that this is due to the fact that Arab regimes don’
trust each other and know that if any tries to defend his
brother country, he will not be supported by the othe
Arab states, making him the second to be victimized.
On the other hand, on an individual basis, each of the
Arab regimes of today do not believe that their people
will stand with them in case of confrontation with the
enemy, whoever that enemy is. This is obvious because

Arab regimes are generally oppressive and still hold a
mentality of dictatorship and total domination and con-

trol of the people and the country’s resources, making i
quite difficult to win their trust and support.

The recent assassination of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin has §
added more troubles to the troubled regimes, putting 3§

them in a critical position before their people.

“All they do is talk and talk™... “They are good for noth-

ing, mere puppets of the USA”...”All together they are

i not equal to a finger nail of Ahmed Yassin... To hell with §

E them all...”

L Those are a few sentiments heard in various protests in §

Yemen and the Arab world about Arab regimes and lead-
 ers.

L They have proven in the past that they are unable to mee
| the expectations of the people, and it is just to say tha
i their people are not expecting a lot from them any way.

b This year’s Arab Summit is expected to be like many oth- '

E ers, full of useless talk and denunciations, and empty of
any agreement or real action.

We just hope that those leaders will look into their peo- §
ple’s affairs and stop wasting money on traveling and #
spending time in useless meetings that are concluded
with no concrete action. Perhaps they could save the mil-
lions spent on such pointless summits for something i

more useful, something like building schools, or even
planting trees!

The importance of media
in population census

By AuMED MOHAMED
AL-QADHY
For THE YEMEN TIMES

- 0 doubt the media has an
| important and effective
. role in any political, eco-
. nomic and social activity.
| The Media has become
important element in recent times in
accompanying development in various
aspects taking place in the world. The
media is one the crucial important and
scientific pivots which require perceiv-
able facts. The population census media
campaign aims primarily to increase the
awareness of society and to gain the trust
of the citizens in order to collect accurate
statistical data from the various. The

member of society is the source of data.
And in order to collect accurate and pre-
cise information, the citizen must have
trust when providing information to the
researchers working in the field. Good
preparation phases regulating the role of
the media must accompany the fieldwork
of the population census. The success of
the media campaign depends on the fol-
lowing:

1- The ability of the researchers in the
field gain primarily the trust of the citi-
zens in order to obtain the information
without suspicion. The researches must
be aware of the importance and benefits
of the census in the economic planning.
They must have good conduct in such
work and in dealing with the public in a
way that does not reflect hesitation or
concern. These are some of the stipulated
conditions for the success of the census.

2- The nature of the means the
researchers are using to persuade the
public interact with them to reach the
positive goals of the census. This issue is
accompanied by the roles of the different
media, TV, radio and newspapers, on a
broad scale and with all possible capabil-
ities. This is usually based on a concerted
plan of how to deal with public opinion,
for instance the use of preachers in
Mosques in pointing out the importance
of population census through involving
as many citizens as possible from all
walks of life. The holding of lectures at
schools and universities and organizing
individual interviews and distributing
various informative leaflets will also play
an important role in getting the public
ready to take part and to contribute effec-
tively to provide accurate information for
the population census.
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A tragedy calle
traffic system in

By ADEL AL-MOTAKEL
afnadel @yahoo.com

_ana’a being the Arab cultural
| 2004 deserves betler attention
lo earn its title, especially
. when it comes to the traffic
b system. Is what is happening
in the traffic and by the traffic authorities
natural? Or is there a need for revision
and rectification.

People are fed up of corruption, black-
mailing and looting. And whenever a
traffic officer stops a car the conse-
quences would be the driver bribing the
officer and getting away with the viola-
tion, as if the officer’s job is everything
else but to ensure order of traffic and
safety of passengers.

There is another problem in the traffic
system and that is implementing the
specifications and standards on the vehi-
cles. If the driver buys his way through
regardless the status and condition of his
vehicle, what results is the existence of
huge number of vehicles outside the stan-
dards and specifications, a fact that made
air pollution a special aspect of Sana’a.

I wonder how our Yemeni lungs are
still working in the middle of this pollu-
tion and I suggest granting the interna-
tional award to our (miracle) lungs and
including them in Guiness Book of
Records.

We as Muslims believe in fate, but
truly, there are many traffic accidents
which could have been prevented if the
performance of the authorities- whom
you know - was as it should be.

If you examine the reasons of the acci-
dents you will discover that most of them
happen due to burned-out head lights or
rotten tires or incompetent drivers. What
is tragic is the number of under-aged
drivers without licenses. What’s worse is
that some of them have license and the
question is “How did they get them?”.

Another complaint related to the traf-
fic system is the microbuses and their
drivers. Are all the drivers really quali-
fied to serve the citizens? Truly I don’t
think so. Nowadays we have got used to
the rudeness and disrespect of the drivers
(of course not all of them) towards the
passengers, especially towards the
women and old people, which made rid-

“The
Yemen’’

ing the microbus an unsafe adventure
and an un-enjoyable experience through
which one’s dignity and self esteem is
likely to be shattered. For some of the
drivers take pleasure in insulting passen-
gers, and do not care about their feelings
and their preferences, for example,
regarding the loud awful music they keep
playing all the time regardless of the pas-
sengers’ comfort.

In addition to the dirt and dust that
covers most of the taxis and public trans-
port cars, the seats are usually so small it
feels they were designed for children,
and tall people crumble in their seats
wishing for the journey to end as soon as
possible.

These observations are quite obvious
to anyone with eyes, and it’s a small part
of the suffering and the troubles people
face in the streets. It is high time the
related authorities do something about it
instead of isolating themselves and bury-
ing their heads in the sand while the out-
side world is looking in and keeping
track of everything and the external
media is reporting every little and big
thing there is.

orruption investors
reject reforms

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

. alls have been heard con-
. demning the reform project
“offered by US for the
Middle East. Critics insist
meee” - their rejection to the US
reform project mainly because reforms
must come in from within and not from
abroad. May be we could agree with
those critics in this point in the case of
having reforms to encounter damages
inflicted by the state’s officials. The fear
may come from imposing political
reforms in Arab countries, when the
beneficiaries may lose a lot of interests
by giving in their influence, privileges
and authority. Could those corrupts
repair the exacerbated corruption cases
in order for the peoples to exempt them
from political reforms.

But how can corruption be eliminated
without having political reforms?

There is no doubt that corruption,
originated from the womb of system,
could not be eradicated since it has
become one of the system’s important
pillars. With the increase of wealth of
corrupts, the increase number of cynical
hypocrites and beneficiaries surround-
ing those corrupts. This factious cycle
deepens and begins to root in the socie-
ty and the people are lift in despair while
the state’s fortune continues to funnel
into the pockets of limited number.

Coverage on Madrid bombings
F'hy didn’t you inform to the pop-

'Y ulation about the attacks in
Spain. You speak of freedom of press.
Spanish people are really sad. We have
always supported the Palestinians and
Syrians, economically and morally. We
have always been the bridge between
the Muslims and the Occident. We
lived together for 700 years in peace.

The lingering question to the Arab
rulers is,” Could these rulers mend what
the state’s officials have spoiled? Could
the rulers eradicate corruption and cor-
rupts from the authority ladder?

Dr. Ahmed Alrobai said that corrup-
tion in some countries is the authority
itself, the elimination of corruption
means the collapse of the authority.
They are not afraid of US reforms, but
are afraid of national reforms, which
would deprive them from many ameni-
ties.

In Yemen, corruption has swallowed
everything the reformists had hoped to
build. Leaving to having the minority
influential and beneficiary class verses
the majority devastated class. And
today, we are at the verge of death dose
on the pretext of economic reforms. It
would be the killer dose of the people
after the consecutive governments have
failed to make actual economic reforms
due to the spread of corruption and dom-
inance of corrupts. The doses may even-
tually awaken the people and would
ignite a real war against corruption and
corrupts, especially in a country where
the corrupt is rewarded by promotion to
a minister or an ambassador.

The reports of Central Organization
for Control and Audit (COCA), which
refer to only 5% of corruption related
cases by officials are indication of the
dominance of corruption in Yemen.
Some reports have confirmed the loss of

Part of our langnage has Arabic words.
In our schools Muslims and Catholics
are together.

We have the biggest mosque in
Europe. Spanish people never support-
ed the war. I don’t understand why they
kill in the name of god. I think we have
the same god but this god tells me not
kill and love the others. I hope that in
the future we will be able to live all

many loans and foreign donations.
Other reports have indicated the misap-
propriation and spending of public
funds and revenues of economic public
sector, estimated at 125,903,846 Riyals,
as assistants, gifts and cars for some
high-level officials, without official
documents.

If embezzling public funds has dis-
turbed at one time those in the top of
government authority pyramid, corrupts
would not have dared to continue to
bluntly exploit public funds for their
personal benefits. The corrupts would
not have actually built palaces, driven
fancy cars considering they came to
power owning nothing just inferiors.

Extravagant wealth:

Palaces, Mr. President are being built
in Haddah for the corrupt officials and
fancy cars are being driven by their chil-
dren. Sometime ordinary citizens barely
surviving are run over by these cars due
to reckless driving. The people wish if
only five of those corrupts would go to
trail to be examples.

We suggest that instead of economic
doses, the confiscation of just several
officials’ illegal funds and banking
accounts here and abroad towards the
state’s treasury and suspending them
from their offices would actually boost
the economy for two years. Otherwise,
the worn out people are only left with
pray for US project.

together and tolerate different religions
and ideas, GOD will help us.

Silvia A.
Spain

Dear Silvia,

Please check edition number 720,
where the main story is about the
attack.

—The Editor

By Hassan Al-H aifi

Why all the
fuss about
“the Passion’?
(44

F--don’t know why all the fuss about a
- movie?” said Khalid

Mahmoud remarked: “What do you mean? The whole
world is in an uproar about the film that is said to portray the
life of Jesus Christ? There were people who said that the
book and movie are so gory that it would be unhealthy for
children to see the movie.”

“Nothing is unhealthy anymore for children. Why, with
all the bloody films being produced these days. ‘Passion’
might just be a teaser on the goose pimples of little kids”.
said Fatima as she joined her two other fellow employees.
who shared the same office in the authority they were work-
ing for.

Khalid came back into the conversation as he finished

¢ checking out the files on his desk, which he apparently :

seemed to think did not require urgent attention: I think .
there are some Christians in the US who are just getting too
cozy with the Zionists and somebody was reminding them
that this coziness might be unwarranted in light of the suf-
fering inflicted on Jesus by the ancestors of these Zionists.”

Fatima came back with some clarifications: “Look, Jesus
was also one of them, and as far as we Moslems look at it, :
the Lord Al-Mighty was not about to let anyone make a
bloody mess out of the Deliverer he sent to Israel and the
entire world. He simply forfeited them the opportunity to
show their sadistic cravings towards Christ and lifted him ;
up unharmed, before they ever got to him”, i

Mahmoud had a whole different perspective: “It is not to -
my knowledge that the Christians or the Jews have ever
looked seriously at the Koranic version of the story of the
Messiah. I think that if they have, they could have been
spared a lot of nonsensical feuding over whodunit.”
That is why 1 often wonder, why is it that the Zionists still
display a harsh hatred for Moslems, as the Moslems were |
the ones who let them off the hook over the crucifixion of ;
Jesus, peace of Allah be upon him? That is in itself is wor-
thy of their considerable recognition.”

Fatima had another reflection: “The Zionists do not
speak for the Jewish people. I have often heard and read
many Jews, who disclaim any ties to their Zionist brethren, :
because they believe that Zionism lacks the moral grounds |
to be considered a religious movement”.

“Back to ‘Passion’”, said Khalid as he fiddled in his desk
drawers for a pen, continuing, “Did you know that a lot of :
Jewish writers were raising the anti-Semitism yodel ﬂgaitl,i
because they felt that the movie was a deliberate attempt to !
rejuvenate the argument over who crucified Jesus.” 1f we '
are to believe the distorted versions of both the Christians |
and Jews, then we can easily state that both collaborated
with prior intent to put out the flame that Jesus (P) was
igniting among the discontent and the oppressed. The
Romans went on later to carry the banner of Christianity,
while putting the blame on the Jews. The Jews. in the mean-
time, had difficulty getting along with any religious persua-
sion, which did not conform to the dogma disseminated by
their powerful clergy, while adopting religious misconcep-
tions that were the very things that religion was totally
against, such as the Zionist dogma.”

Fatima added weight to Khalid’s statement: “Yes, you are
right, Khalid, it is impossible to believe that a religious
movement could allow for the murder of a fully paralyzed
religious man, as he was coming out of his Dawn Prayers. |
How many of you physically able men actually bother to
attend Dawn prayers in the mosque?” i

There was a silence of embarrassment by her colleagues. :
Then Mahmoud said: 1 assure you Fatima that I do not
miss out on any of my prayers, some in the mosques and the
rest at work or at home. You are right to take note of the fact |
that Ahmed Yassine is indeed a more pious man than any of |
us. You are right also to point out that the death of Sheikh
Ahmed Yassine should not be taken so lightly by the
Moslems and the Zionists who had the audacity to inflict -
such a heinous crime. Maybe this was Ariel Sharon’s
answer to Mel Gibson’s book and movie!”

Mahmoud wanted to alarm Fatima: “Fatima, if what you -
are saying reaches the ears of the Zionist establishment, you -
would be slandered all over the media. Did you know that
they went as far as saying that Mel Gibson not only had:
anti-Semitic tendencies, in fact they said he was gay! God
knows what they would say about you, if they heard what
you said”. .

What puzzles me is that Zionists will always regard their |
evil deeds as just and justified. But, the whole world, except
Bush and Co. said that what they did to Ahmed Yassine was
simply out of line and unjustified, even those who were
highly critical of Hamas and the suicide attacks™.

Khalid said: *I can’t understand these western critics of
Hamas. Look at all the crazy things that westerners do
when they get frustrated or even depressed. How many
crazy murders did one hear about in the streets of Ulster and
Oklahoma? What about the Mansons and all those other
misfits who organized cult suicides after going on a wild
crime spree that brought havoc to many an American com-
munity? Haven't the Palestinians been subjected to the
most inhumane treatment by the Zionist land thieves, not to
mention the systematic make life as hard as they can for the
remaining Palestinians, who are bravely holding on to the
last stretch of their native homeland. That is the motto of
Sharon’s unilateral peace initiative?”

Fatima made a closing comment as she wanted to seri-
ously get some work done: “With the cold blooded murder
of Sheikh Yassine, the Zionists only gave added weight to
the Mel Gibson illustrations of the sufferings of Jesus
Christ, as they are related in the Christian Gospels.”
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The water crisis,

Utilizati

the ideal

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

gricultural  engineers
confirm that the rational
utilization of rainfall
waters  would limit

. aggravation of the water
crisis Yemen is suffering from as a
result of the burdens put on shoulders
of the population especially in the
areas deprived of water mainly the vil-
lages of the governorates of Taiz, Ibb,
Saada, Jawf, Mareb, Hudeida, Abyan,
Dhalie and Lahj.

Those specialists have also said that
rainfall waters are still squandered and
the work for increasing reservoir in
water dams and barriers would con-
tribute to expand the area of agricul-
tural products and the volume of local
production of agricultural economy
from is present situation of 18 per cent
of the gross national product to 28 per
cent and an additional proportion of at
least 10 per cent.

The specialists add that storing rain
water would eliminate the water prob-
lem in areas threatened by drought and
those suffering from scarcity of subter-
ranean waters in the areas depending
on wells producing little daily waters.

A study by the World Bank had
affirmed that the total of renewable
water resources in Yemen are estimat-
ed at around 21 billion cubic metres
and the individual share does not
exceed 150 cubic metres per year. The
study said 28 billion cubic meters of
water are consumed each year with an

increase proportion exceeding the
reservoir by 7 billion cubic meters a
year.

Surveying studies mention that
among the causes behind aggravation
of waters crisis in Yemen is the deple-
tion of water reserve in the major cities
and haphazard drawing water in the
Yemeni countryside and the qat tree
water consumption between 50 to 60
percent of irrigation waters, in addition
to the obsolete equipment and tools
used for drawing underground waters.

The phenomena of the crisis are
reflected on stability of the population
life to an extent of the spread of gangs
stealing water at nights from seasonal
reservoirs, as happens in the area of
Shara’ab in the governorate of Taiz.

The areas suffering from water
shortages are still witnessing tensions
among families over water of subter-
ranean well and there are armed con-
flicts taking place every now and then
because of water and resulted in claim-
ing life of many people in several gov-
ernorates.

Specialists in the field of water at
the beginning of each rainy season that
there is a huge water wealth that can be
stored and gaining increase in agricul-
tural crops in fertile arcas but that
requires providing sources of financ-
ing projects of building new water
dams and barriers for the ideal utiliza-
tion of rainfall waters that is stll not
benefited from up till now. The min-
istry of water and other concerned
authorities has to double their efforts
for facing the water problem. For
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Marib dam

experiments have proved that con-
struction of barriers for storing waters
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is not expensive but that needs organi-
sation of efforts and concentration on

rainfall
olution

R

areas where there are flows of torrents
in order to retain them and thus over-

»;?;;;g\g:xnmxm@gg?

come the crisis for good.

Changing of economic life

patterns in Yemeni countrysi

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

.he Yemeni countryside is
‘presently a scene of big
changes in the pattern of
economic and consuming

. culture while conflict
between old habits and social traditions
and the spirit of change and moderniza-
tion coming from urban areas is getting
intensified. Modernism is also resulting
from the state plans for civilizing the
urban life with development and service
projects especially the expansion in
building schools and colleges of civil
community and providing electricity,

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial

US Dollar 184.4500 | 184.6800
Sterling Pound | 340.5400 | 340.9700
Euro 226.8000 | 227.0800
Saudi Rial 49,1800 49.2500
Kuwaiti Dinar 625.5500 | 626.3300
UAE Dirhem 50.2200 50.2800
Egyptian Pound | 29.8300 | 29.8700
Bahraini Dinar 489.2400 | 489.8500
Qatari Rial 50.6600 50.7300
Jordanian Dinar | 260.3200 | 260.6400
Omani Rial 479.1300 | 479.7300
Swiss Franc 146.0800 146.2600
Swedish Crown 24.5800 24.6100
Japanese Yen 1.7285 1.7307

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

water, telephone networks, paved roads
and centers for training and qualifica-
tion.

Data of the rural reality mention that
the projects financed by the World Bank
and the UN Development Program and
the UNICEEF as well as the donor coun-
tries such as Germany, Holland and oth-
ers contribute to creating job opportuni-
ties for a proportion of the unemployed
and enable the poor families to improve
their levels of income and their stability
in a social environment that is continu-
ously and steadily growing.

In addition to that, the projects built
by the local authority and those
approved in development plans of the
central government contribute to mod-
ernizing the countryside economic life
and developing consumption culture
and paying attention to the local and
social environment. The official efforts
were concentrated on supporting farm-
ers and marketing their products to the
cities over paved roads, a matter that
produced financial benefit for the peo-
ple in the countryside.

Visitors to the Yemeni countryside
would find that 5 percent of the popula-
tion consisting of families settled in the
villages depends in their living spend-
ing on revenues coming to them from
their expatriate sons. Those contribute
to funding vital projects, educational,
health and cooperative implemented, in
addition to their administration of
investment productive projects in the
cities and export and market their prod-
ucts to the villages.

As a result of official and private
efforts, services of electricity reached

many densely populated villages where
the state establishment of electricity and
rural water carry out direct supervision
on building power-generating stations
and employing a number of the unem-
ployed in following up signing of con-
tracts for extending services to the citi-
zens and paying bills of subscription.
The state establishment also builds proj-
ects for water through building water
dams and barriers for overcoming the
water crisis especially in the areas suf-
fering from the problem of non-avail-
ability of water. It also extends services
to the citizens’ houses in return for
duties paid monthly to direct supervi-
sors. In rural areas densely with females
the concerned authorities and govern-
ment and non-government organisa-
tions build centers for training and qual-
ification for women enabling them to
manage small projects, sewing work-
shops and embroidery and other handi-
crafts which they market to cities with-
in a plan of Yemen'’s implementation of
a national strategy for fighting poverty.

These efforts have contributed to
changing the manner of economic life
in the countryside in Yemen. On its part
the private sector worked for spreading
the GSM telephone service by erecting
relay stations that extended coverage of
the service to most of areas having
dense population where fixed telephone
services have not reached rural villages.

It is to be noted that countryside pop-
ulating participation in dealing with
GSM services of the private sector cre-
ated a competition between the two
companies; Sabafon and Spacetel that
have been able to cover the largest area
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Yemeni women work in a farm, they partner Yemeni men to improve their life

of villages at a time services of the state
establishment of cable and wireless
communications are still weak and lim-
ited spread due to not building relay sta-
tions in rural areas. Thus the culture of
the rural consumer has changed where
supplying of electricity services have
urged the people to buy television sets
and receivers for viewing satellite TV
channels, except for the poor families
that cannot afford buying them.
Despite of this change in the Yemeni
countryside there is an intensifying con-
flict between a generation living at he
age of globalization and ken on educa-
tion and encouraging its sons and

daughters to go to public schools an
another generation still tied to the past
and sticking to religious fundamentals
and social habits and traditions that look
at woman as her place in society is con-
fined to raising children and managing
household affairs.

Of the results of this conflict in some
villages there appeared some elements
calling for depriving the Yemeni
woman of public posts and threatening
the employed wives of divorce if they
do not quit their job of teaching in gov-
ernment schools. This means there is an
exaggeration towards the woman work
which constitutes a dangerous phenom-
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enon threatening the future of the
woman life in the country.

It can be affirmed that the economic
and social life is changing in the Yemeni
rural areas and that implementation of
development and services projects play
an important role that would lead this
change that in turn would develop cul-
ture of he local society and bring up a
new generation dealing positively with
the language of science and knowledge.
There would be a generation that would
take part effectively in running the local
authority and implementing local proj-
ects that contribute to improvement of
the general performance of economy.
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The Tribe and the State in Yemen

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

mg he absence of the state’s
Y constitutional corporations
in the past one hundred
years or so, has influenced

.. and contributed tremen-
dously to making the Head of the State
the sole person determining the rela-
tions between the tribes and the state.
This was clearly noticed during the
reign of Imam Ahmed and the follow-
ing period of the formation of the
Republic of Yemen, and until today.
Conflicts normally erupt between the
state and the tribes when the state’s rul-
ing authority seeks to impose oppres-
sive practices against tribesmen, and
dismisses, reduces or marginalizes the
roles of tribes’ sheikhs.

The relative stability of relations
between the state’s authority and the
tribes during the Presidency of Al
Abdullah Saleh can be attributed to
numerous policies adopted in handling
the tribes, ranging from a containment
policy to taming, subjugation and
sometimes reconciliation and appease-
ment policies.

The first Government of the
Republic in 1962 included some influ-
ential Sheikhs, strengthening and
expanding their social status. They
consequently did not seek the return of
the monarchy following its collapse,
but rather sought the dominance of pol-
itics in the new republican system. The
republican system did not eliminate the
tribal figures, but give them instead the
mechanism to reach power. This
explains the traditional relations and
the strong tribal influence in the socie-
ty and the state.

The tribe’s influence on the state’s
decisions

Prior to 1990, the relationship
between the state and the tribes, in the
former two parts of the country, was
based on reciprocity. The ruling pow-
ers depended on their tribal roots for
protection and gaining support and

legitimacy, in return for the state’s sup-

port of tribal figures and the adaptation

of tribal system. The majority of seats
of the first parliamentary elections of

1971 went to tribal figures, to the

extent that the council looked like a

tribal-Sheikhs council. This encour-

aged the remaining Sheikhs to join the
state and its corporations.

The following factors are behind the
manifestation of the effectiveness in
the tribe in the local community in its
conventional form and as an integral
part of the political society (the state):
1- The independence tendency of the

tribes from the central government
verses the state’s tendency towards
dominance and authority.

2- The tribe’s joint liability and com-
mon culture connected with indi-
viduals.

3- Civil society corporations are
immature.

4- The strong tribal allegiance verses
the weakness of general national
allegiance.

5- The ambitions of some tribal lead-
ers.

6- The role of the state itself in the
reproduction of the mentality of the
tribe.

7- Insufficient and incompetent social
and economic modernization oper-
ations and the lack of political sta-
bility.

8- Other foreign factors. -

Thus, the apparent role of the tribe

emerged, and therefore there must be a ~

need for the circulation and spread of
joint culture, crystallizing the unani-
mous national political will, which
requires more democracy and expan-
sion of public political participation.

The Tribe and Civil Society

Dr. Mohamed Abdul Malik Al-
Motwakel sees that the tribes consti-
tutes the nucleus of civil society corpo-
rations. It is an effective and essential
corporation. It sometimes assists in
curbing the intimidation and domi-
nance of the authoritarian government

especially if the tribe’s leverage is uti-
lized properly.

Dr. Mohamed Al-Huthy, a professor
at the Faculty of Information in Sana’a
University, thinks that the noble tradi-
tional values of the tribes in Yemen do
not exist in Yemen nowadays, except in
very rare situations and regions. Many
researches have shown that values
have changed. However, the tribes nei-
ther preserved the constructive and
worthy values of the past nor adopted
the meaningful and good values of the
present. The tribe developed the bad of
the past and the ugly of the present.
This transformed the tribe and its
prominent Sheikhs into seekers of
money and fame. Dr. Al-Huthy adds
that the state has shown weakness in
some" stances and that regions that
encouraged the tribe to become the
alternative to the state. When the state
does not grant and protect the citizens’
rights, they normally find their refuge
in the tribe.

The Influence of Democracy on
Yemeni Tribal Society

In spite of the adaptation of various
forms of democracy, such as the trans-
fer of power to the elite directly by the
public, these democratic practices did
not either replace or reduce the founda-
tions of democracy-contradicting con-
ventional formations such as the tribe
or the region. Ironically, ineffective
civil society corporations and their
incompatibility with the current social
and economic structure in light of the
existing economic crisis reinforce trib-
al allegiance at moments of conflicting
social events, said Dr. Abdulhakeem
Al-Sharabi, a sociology professor
Sana’a University.

The role of the Tribe and Civil
Society in Decision-Making

The influence of modern civil socie-
ty remains minimal at the state level,
and may be less than that of the tribe as
a conventional corporation. The tribe
posses a strong influence on the state
apparatus and on the political decision-

Tribesmen undeniably control vast areas in Yemen and can on many occasion defy the government by not abiding

by given laws and orders

making process. Sometimes the tribe
fulfills a role independent of and paral-
lel to the state.

The role of the civil society corpora-
tion remains theoretically strong in the
framework of the call to build the mod-
ern state of Yemen and the rule of law,
but practically is unable to implement
its vision, unlike the tribe. In fact,
political decision-makers have not con-
tributed effectively to strengthening
the state’s development strategy in
their regions. On the contrary, they
want to sustain their statures through
maintaining the situation of their
regions as it is. They are afraid that a
cultural and economic development
renaissance in their regions would
jeopardize their social status, says Dr.
Foad Al-Salahi.

The Tribe’s Army Verses the State’s
Army

The tribes have played major and
decisive roles in political conflicts in
Yemen. After the revolution of 1962,
the tribes loyal to the defeated monar-
chy, armed and financed by Saudi
Arabia and other foreign powers, were
able to regain some ground lost to the
Republicans. In fact, they reached the
outskirts of Sana’a, surrounded the city
and imposed an embargo on the city for
70 days before they were finally
defeated. These tribes also inflicted
heavy casualties on the Egyptian
Armed Forces, which came to Yemen
to support the newly founded republi-
can system. They were a people’s army
fighting against a uniformed and high-
ly mechanized equipped uniformed
Egyptian army, supported by armed

Yemeni militias.

The tribes also played a worthy role
beside the legitimate forces against the
secessionists in the civil war of 1994.

The tribes, through involvement in
these conflicts, acquired a lot of
weapons and still possess them today.
In addition, they have gained combat
experience from their practical
involvement. The difference now is
that the military corporation has far
more developed military capabilities
than the tribes. The tribes still retain a
strong military capability and a trained
people’s army, which could be used
and benefited from by any authority
despite the fragmentation of tribal
unity caused by tribal conflicts, local
wars and revenge incidents.

Continued on page 13
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Japanese hot springs
are a healing business

NIKKO, Japan, March 14 (Reuters) -
Sitting in a scalding hot bath with
naked strangers sounds more like pun-
ishment than a popular pastime.

But for generations, the Japanese
have found no better way to relax than
soaking together in a hot spring bath.
And now an economic upturn and wor-
ries about travelling abroad are encour-
aging even more to take the dip.

“This is just the best thing.” said
Ayako Hatano, a retired teacher, soak-
ing in a murky white bath with her
friends in Nikko, a mountainous hot
spring resort three hours north of
Tokyo.

“You come out so relaxed, hike a
totally different person.”

Hatano is one of more than a hundred
million travellers this year visiting the
“onsen”, or hot springs, that dot Japan’s
volcanic archipelago and are believed
to relieve muscle tension and work
wonders for the skin.

Japan Travel Bureau, the biggest
travel agent in the country, expects a
rise of one percent in domestic travel
this year, boosted by the economic
recovery and continuing fears of travel-
ling abroad after the September 2001
attacks in the United States and health
scares around Asia.

Since about a third of all tourist trav-
el inside Japan involves a trip to an
onsen, that's good news for the sector.

“Onsen have always been the most
popular reason to travel but now even
more 50,” a JTB spokeswoman said.
“We're introducing more tours than

ever.”

All this will be welcome relief for an
industry estimated by some analysts to
generate 400 billion yen ($3.6 billion) a
year in revenue but struggling to recov-
er from over-expansion in the 1980s.

After the bursting of the bubble
economy, many onsen hotels found
themselves in a saturated market and
soaking in debt.

DEBT AND DEFLATION
The plight of the onsen industry is
nowhere more evident than in

Kinugawa, a once-popular resort near
Nikko.

At night, lantern-lit streets give off
the ambience of a quaint onsen town,
but daylight reveals a row of decrepit
buildings and huge concrete hotels with
cracked facades.

The failure of the local Ashikaga
Bank late last year has aggravated the
situation, making many hotel owners
worried their loans will not be rolled
over. ;

Many local residents are pinning
their hopes on talk that the state-backed
Industrial Revitalisation Corp of Japan
plans to buy the debts of struggling
hotels and help them restructure.

But debts are not the only problem.

Like much of the economy, onsen
hotels are also suffering from deflation
and room rates are still falling, even
though the number of guests is recover-
ing.

Most consumers these days expect
onsen hotels to offer a room with a
view and an impressive dinner for

about $100-150 per person, down by
about $30-50 from a couple of years
ago, JTB said.

While luxury inns offering rooms for
around $500 per person are still said to
be flourishing, the country’s growing
population of pensioners means con-
sumers will want to travel more fre-
quently, and for less money.

BACK TO BASICS

To many, an onsen is still the epitome
of indulgence, often experienced in
combination with a lavish meal of fresh
fish and some chilled “sake” rice wine.

Dedicated onsen fans, however, say
bathing in hot springs was never meant
to be a costly treat, but something more
communal.

By visiting public bathhouses in
neighbourhoods with hot springs, even
the most frugal traveller can experience
its therapeutic effects and bask in the
after-onsen glow, otherwise known as
the “boiled octopus™ look.

Some of the most popular onsen are
outdoors, where bathers can gaze at
fluttering snow in the winter or lush
green mountains in the summer.

“Just sitting in a bath, looking at
scenery, and talking to friends can feel
so good,” said Chio Yamada, a clerk at
a trading company in Tokyo.

Perhaps the best news for first-time
visitors is that an increasing number of
hotels are offering private baths for
couples and families — although afi-
cionados swear that letting go of inhibi-
tions is an essential part of the experi-
ence.

A Japanese worker takes a break ffom work to soak in a hot spring bath in Nikko, northern Japan, Feb. 7. Tourists
seeking the relaxing and therapeutic effects of hot spring baths, or onsen, are expected to increase by one percent

this year with the help of a recovering economy and concerns of travelling abroad.

REUTERS

War scars siowly heal
In Jaiina peninsuia

JAFFNA, Sri Lanka, March 14
(Reuters) - The road from the airport
into town is often a good indicator of
what a place is like.

Nowhere is this more true than in
Jaffna, the spiritual capital of the minor-
ity Tamils in northern Sri Lanka and a
key battleground in a two-decade-old
civil war.

You fly in on a half-full Fokker pro-

peller plane, with only local residents,
aid workers and a stray tourist on board.
Soldiers with machine guns dot the tar-
mac, and a soldier drives a bus out of the
army’s high-security zone around Palaly
airport.

The dusty road to the town of Jaffna
goes through fallow fields. Nearly every
house is bombed out. Every wall seems

to be pockmarked by bullets. Signs

everywhere warn of landmines.

“You have to be a pretty determined
tourist to come here,” said Charles
Dumolin, a Belgian artist whose son is
engaged to a Tamil, and who has been to
Sri Lanka 15 times.

For centuries, this peninsula was the
heart of a Tamil kingdom, before it was
taken over by Portuguese, Dutch and
British colonial rulers of Sri Lanka.

station in Jaffna, Sri Lanka February 27, 2004. Nearly

e

ten years after the Sri Lanka army retook Jaffna from the Tamil Tiger rebels, Jaffna town is still scarred by war. Picture

taken Feb. 27.

REUTERS

After independence in 1948, Jaffna
was Sri Lanka’s second-biggest city. As
well as a thriving centre for trade, it was
home to the best schools on the island,
where even the Sinhalese majority sent
their children to be educated.

But in the past two decades of civil
war, Jaffna has been fought over by the
Sinhalese army, an Indian peacekeeping
force and the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), and each
battle added yet more scars to this once-
beautiful town.

Now, nearly a decade after the
Sinhalese army retook it from the LTTE,
Jaffna looks like an open-air museum of
devastation, with houses, churches and
factories reduced to overgrown rubble.
Meanwhile, the LTTE has built up
Kilinochchi, in the rebel-held north of
Sri Lanka, as the new Tamil “capital”.

As refugees gradually return to their
shattered houses, Jaffna is regaining a
semblance of normality, but the very
visible presence of some 40,000
Sinhalese soldiers in camps and behind
sandbagged bunkers gives it the air of an
occupied city.

Out of this rubble rises the famous
163-year-old Jaffna library, a symbol of
Tamil learning, which is largely what the
war is all about.

Set ablaze by Sinhalese thugs and
police in 1981, the gleaming white
building, built in 1954, has been restored
in the past few years and reopened to
students last month. Because of a lack of
personnel, it is still closed to the public.

With 40,000 books — compared with
100,000, including rare palm leaf writ-
ings, before 1981 — the library is a
shadow of its former self. But so is
Jaffna, and the culture of education that
gave the Tamils a unique position in
post-colonial Sri Lanka.

“For the Tamil people, the main
theme is education — it is their main

purpose,” librarian Sabaratnam
Thanabaalasinham said.
SINHALA-ONLY POLICY

SPARKED TENSIONS

Unlike the Sinhalese, the Tamils were
amenable to Christianisation by
Britain's colonial rulers, and generations
of Tamils acquired an education in
Jaffna’s many missionary schools.

Not only were the Tamils used as
administrators in Ceylon in the 19th and
20th centuries, they were also sent to
Burma and Malaya (now called
Myanmar and Malaysia respectively).

When Ceylon gained independence,
30 percent to 40 percent of the island’s
civil service was made up of English-
speaking, often Christian, Tamils. In
1956, Solomon Bandaranaike — father
of  current president, Chandrika
Kumaratunga — rode to power on a
platform of Sinhalese nationalism and
introduced the “Sinhala only™ policy.

English was scrapped as the official
state language, robbing Tamils at a
stroke of their educational and linguistic
advantage by making Sinhalese a
requirement for the civil service.

“When the Britishers left, the Tamils
were governing the country. That hurt
the Sinhalese. They should have studied
to come to that level, but they took a
shortcut and imposed the Sinhala-only
policy,” said Raviraj Nadarajah, a Tamil
parliament member and former mayor
of Jaffna.

The Tamils suffered a second blow in
the early 1970s when university admis-
sion rules were changed to favour
Sinhalese.

Admission was no longer solely based
on academic merit, but included racial
and geographical criteria, with a set

number of places reserved for the
Sinhalese. The system still works today.

The pro-Sinhalese policy, similar to
Malaysia’s “Bumiputra” campaign to
promote ethnic Malays, sparked decades
of wrangling between the Tamils — who
make up 12.6 percent of Sri Lanka’s
population of 19 million — and the
majority Sinhalese.

In 1983, the LTTE launched a guerril-
la war that has now lasted two decades
and claimed more than 64,000 lives.

A Norwegian-brokered ceasefire has
held for two years but the peace is frag-
ile, and Sri Lanka’s two main Sinhalese
parties will fight an election on April 2
over how to cement the truce with a
political agreement that would give
Tamils some form of self-governance
within a federal Sri Lanka.

Diplomats doubt that Tamils and
Sinhalese can find a compromise on a
new state anytime soon, but even if they
do, the Tamils are unlikely to regain
their traditional strongholds.

In the Sri Lanka civil service, only a
few percent of staff are Tamil; they
make up less than one percent of the
army; and the schools that were once the
pride of Jaffna are no longer the entry-
way into university and government
service.

“The percentage of Tamils going into
university after college has suffered, so
many students either go abroad. into
technical schools or into private compa-
nies,” said S Thanapalan, principal of
the anglican St John's college, founded
in 1823.

Does this mean Jaftna library has only
symbolic relevance? Jaffna University
Dean of Arts S K Sitrampalam dis-
agrees.

“The library is not a white elephant. It
is important to educate people,” he said.
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,SI-Shuura weekly,
. 9% organ of the Union of
rlgr /¥ People's Forces of
j'l AL)HuLPn Yemen, 24 Mar 2004.
Main headlines

- Chairman of the Higher Council of
the Yemeni Union of People's forces
sends condolences to Hamas move-

ment on martyrdom of sheikh
Yassin

- Mr Mohammed al-Rabaie: The
authority prevented us from

expressing our stand
- Bad treatment of Ethiopian women

prisoners in Taiz
- University student from Aden still

disappeared for two months
- Atourist society in Aden, declared
- New water crisis in Taiz

The newspaper's editorial criminal
operation perpetrated by the Zionist
enemy against the sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
the founder of the Palestinian resistance
movement Hamas came to ring the bells
of danger and strip the Arab leaders the
remains of the fig leaves they have been
covering their defects for a long time.
As the leaderships of the Arab

regimes have in the past and present reg-
istered the highest degrees of incapabil-
ity and weakness in confronting the
American-Zionist project an its alike in
danger and challenge, the new challenge
represented in assassination of a man in
the status of sheikh Ahmed Yassin
requires from Arab leaders to live to the
level of responsibility concerning the
new dangerous challenge in this compli-
cated and difficult circumstances away
from the so-called projects of peace
which are in fact a reward to thee terror-
ist Sharon for his crimes and terror.
Certainly the Arab leaders are not
requested to join angry marches and
demonstrations or unleash their voices
in boisterous speeches. It is better for the
Arab regimes to stop interfering in steer-
ing the street movement and direct it
according to their whims. They have to
devote themselves to their political and
national duties and take stands and poli-
cies supporting the Palestinian resist-
ance in the occupied Arab territories.

Al-Sahwa
Mar 2004.

@@i@’ weekly, 25

Main headlines
- Yemen denounces the crime of

assassinating sheikh Yassin

Radie citizens complain continua-

tion of their detention

Deputy prime minister puts the

blame on diesel for water exhaus-

tion

The newspaper editor in chief says in
his article which he devoted to the assas-
sination of sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the
leader of the Palestinian resistance
organisation Hamas that humanity woke
up last Monday but did not research for
details as the occupying state had assas-
sinated a man it completely realizes his
role in defending his citizens rights,
other less than that has no importance or
that state. Outwardly, Israel has compre-
hended where the danger of sheikh
Yassin lies and it fully understands the
extent of danger of the results of its
crime but as any tyrant is blind to that.
Let’s make the incident of assassinat-

ing of sheikh a window through which
we the program of managing the conflict
with the unjust and for the sovereignty
of freedom and peace and against occu-
pation and aggression.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 23
Mar 2004.

Main headlines

- Behind the scene elements prevent
typing a parliamentary report dis-
closing a government scandal

- Parliamentary committee recom-
mends rcducmn price of electricity
tariff
Prevented a demonstration at the
anniversary of aggression on Iraq,

- The government warmly welcomed
commander of the American war

- In a first meeting with their syndi-
cate, the government promises jour-
nalists of facilities

- In retaliation of Sharon’s crime,

- Saba’a university students demand
hitting of American interests

- JMP condemns the government pre-
venting off demonstration at the
anniversary of aggression n Iraq

Columnist Ali al-Saqgal says in his

Yemen demands int
_;war crimmal Sharon .

'te_r;on.st state_

criminality in Palestine

'_9 ‘Saudi foreign minister talks in Yemen touched:
| excesses of Saudi ambassador to Sana'a
Hamas: Retaliation to Yassin assassination to be-

earth-shattering
Palestinians

ISSUBS

The pres;dent

Egyptian authorities

Iraq governed by chaos
- Europe deals a blow to America -
‘Sheikh al-Ahmer accuses Amenca of fee_

Al-Ahmer calls on Arab rulers to suppod the
Sana'a, Riyadh exchange wanted for securlty
denies
. whereabouts of Ubetd promises con

Sana’a receives 19 Yemenis from Sauda Arabla
agalnst the backdrop of thelr affiliation to al-

knowtedg'

article that the assassination of sheikh

Ahmed Yassin, leader of Hamas
Palestinian organisation, as much as it is
very painful for most of Arabs and
Muslims, it was not a surprising event.
Leaders of the Zionist enemy have many
times states that they would continue
their operations of physical liquidating
of prominent leaders of the Palestinian

resistance movement, not sparing any of

its factions. The Zionist enemy has
already killed great number of the lead-
ers of the Palestinian action of resistance
during the past years and decades, inside
and outside Palestine.

This time, with the assassination of

sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the Zionists seem
to have opened the gates of hell against
them because Yassin is not just a promi-
nent political personality but also a spir-
itual leader entertaining very high
respect among millions of Muslims all
over the world. Sharon and those behind
him will certainly pay a very high price
for their crime despite the humiliation
and weakness of the regimes and rulers.

Al-Tagamou
| organ  of
§# Unionist Congregation
L.ua; Party, 22 Mar 2004.

weekly,
Yemeni

Main headlines

- Abu Zaid discusses security cooper-
ation between Washington and
Sana’a

- 99 areas in Yemen threatened with
drought

- Engineers prepared to resist domes-
tication and attempts of partisan

domination
- False keenness kills Aden port
- Saudi fatwa against “Al-Hurra”

satellite TV channel
Columnist Fathi Abu al-Nassr says in
an article that the Arab summit is to be
convened in Tunis in the late of this
month and it is a summit of challenge

because it would send a clear message to
all regimes in the region that they should
embark on reform and modernization. It
seems clear that Tunis summit would be
facing many important dossiers needing
to be decided even before the convening
of the summit, such as the file concern-
ing representation of Iraq which has not
been decided yet. The Arab League sec-

retary general had announced earlier

that Iraq would be taking part in the
summit but the level of its representa-
tion had not been defined so far.

The most important of dossiers the
summit is waiting is that of developing
the Arab League and finding new Arab
mechanisms, such as the Arab
Parliament, the National Security
Council and Arab Court of Justice, espe-
cially at the emergence of some differ-
ences regarding several ideas on devel-
opment of the League performance
through what is described as initiatives
proposed by some Arab countries. Those
differences have pushed observers to say
that the expected summit might form a
chance for the Arab League to activate
its institutions or might be a summit for
sending the League to its resting place.

Al-Wahda weekly, 24
Mar 2004.

——

Main headlines

- YR more than 20 billion losses of
organised smuggling via customs
exempt
YR 15 billion the amount of debts
on big consumers of electric service

- GSM monopoly in Yemen broken

- Government spending on health
very low

- Sana'a to host Youth Poets forum

- 60% of Yemenis does not obtain
safe drinking water

- 10 tons of expired food stuffs con-

fiscated in Sana'a
- Head of the Thai trade delegation:
We hope o establish trade partner-

ship with Yemen
Columnist Mohammed al-Zubaidi
says in an article there has been much
talk about naming the document signed
lately in Baghdad pertaining the future
of Iraq. Some call it the interim consti-
tution the other some give it the name of
the law of the state administration. The
difference in naming indicates that there
is difference in the vision to the subject

altogether among the 25-member of the
governing council itself. The follower of
discussions held by the media about the
subject would not hear a convincing
answer concerning the essence of the
subject and its content. Many of the
Iraqi thinkers think what is going on in
Iraq is illegitimate and the governing
council and the government are not dif-
ferent than the occupying authority as
long as the appointment came by the
occupation authority and what is doing
is flagrantly contradicting Geneva con-

ventions and the UN security council
that defined the identity governing Iraq
and running its affairs as an occupying
force. The day has to come when the
United Nations assumes its role in Iraq.
The impasses fort the occupier as well as
the occupied would appear in some
months and that would dictate the pres-
ence of the international organization
and making it the basic axis, if what is
intended is to restore for Iraq its freedom
and independence in the legitimate
1mage.

rom time immemorial
- humans discerned that jus-
- tice is the basis for upright
governance. Islam gave
this aspect a prime impor-
tance and hence the chief Jjudge used
to be summoned to meetings with the
Muslim Caliph in order to be concult-
ed about serious state affairs. Corrupt
judges used to be disqualified and
were loathed by the general populace.

The judge at those times used to
represent the viewpoint of the rulers
and their decisions were always under
scrutiny lest they deviate or appear to
follow their whims. Many qualified
Muslims used to refuse the assump-
tion of the profession out of fear of
God’s punishment and the accusation
by the people of being unjust.

Qadi”. Spaman!% borrowed the word
_and are using it to refer to the mayor

Amenmns borrowed from Arabic the
word Sheriff (i.e. the honest and hon-

use it in the same manner as the
Spanish with slight differences.

In fact, during the heyday of
Islamic Civilization this profession

likewise were requ;red to be honest,
111tLII>.gcnt and wise. Muslims of all
classes used 1o respect the Islamic
judicial system and the story of a hiti-
gation filed by a Jewish citizen
against the Caliph Ali. in which the
Jew won the case and later converted
to Islam due to such an instance of
brilliant justice is widely renowned in
our history and shows how Muslim
leaders in those days paid extreme
attention to justice.

Regrettably one of our state “irre-
sponsibles” made me laugh when he
said that the human beings merely

| rights of the weak.

| that justice is what matters in any
‘given country and if justice is well

In Arabic we call the judge “Al-
as “Alcalde” whilst the British and
orable) which is in Arabic a highly

regard attribute of the judge but they

was highly respected and the judges
had privileges and immunities and

devised laws in order to mdmtam the

Unfortunately, he does not kn{)w."

Our spoilt judiciaries

served the concerned country is calcu-
lated as highly civilized, or converse-
ly, amongst the deeply backward. The
_dangerous side effect of the absence
‘of law and order is that recourse to
legal authorities becomes tedious, as
is the case unfortunately in our coun-
try, and people have begun to shun
state courts and resort to irregular
tribal arbitrations.

Complaints are mounting about the
corruption of our judiciaries, that they
prolong cases, intensify the differ-
ences and whip up the antagonists, all
for the sake of ripping people off. Due
to the intensified complaints, the gov-
ernment decided to increase the
judges’ salaries and privileges.

Now, judges have large enough

salaries, private cars and other
allowances but are still persisting in

~ their abominable habits. I have been

observing closely the development of
two cases and found out that in the
first the litigation is still going on for
the fifth comsecutive yecar and that
both parties have lost money in the lit-
igations equaling twice the value of
the property that is the subject of their
dispute, and the problem is still unre-
solved.

On the other hand the second case
goes like this: “A man produced his
title documents to plots of agricultur-
al land because the individuals

entrusted to till the lands have after

years of exploitation coveted them

and are denying his title to the said

plots of land. The judge at first stud-
ied the documents of the plaintiff and
when he found them correct and bind-
ing. Being intent upon usual black-
mail process (like most of our judges),
he of course does not want the litiga-
tion process to go smoothly without a

- well-wrought exploitation of this

advantageous opportunity and thus
has instructed his clerks to dilly-dally
in the procedures and to extract as
much money as possible as bribes

first. He begins preparations for end-

less instances of extortion, particular-
ly when animosity heats up and each

~ party would like to prevail.

This continues even if one of the

‘injustices and the worsened perform-

‘ three sessions if needs be. People

claims and finally out of their final

involved parties knows for sure that
he has no right, but due to the corrup-
tion of the judiciary and the certitude
of being able to inflict morale and
material losses on the other party with
impunity, the wrongdoer is encour-
aged to go on .

Islam has come to replace tribal tra-
ditions but our government is reviving
tribal traditions, which are not only
irreligious but also illogic. How can
we expect investors to invest their
capital in Yemen if we cannot demon-
strate the cleanliness and express per-
formance of our judicial system, let
alone the fact that we revert to back-
ward tribal non-Islamic solutions. All
other crimes thrive because of daily

ance of our judiciary.

Errors are made in other Arab coun-
tries but without the slightest doubt,
they are incomparable to our bottom-
less blunders.

1 had the chance to follow broad-
casts of lawsuits on a German satellite
channel named ZDF and an American
channel named OLISAT. 1 noticed
that bringing suits goes smoothly
unhindered and the institution of legal
proceedings is expedited and any
given case is solved in one, two or

there are relaxing in their homes
watching the claims and counter-

closed-door sessions the judges and
their advisers emerge to pronounce
their impartial, rightful verdicts. Of
course, we can make setup sessions in
order to imitate, just like our futile
parliamentary sessions, but they are
for sure totally unequal in transparen-
¢y and evenhandedness.

When there are fair and strict
empowered  judiciaries, crimes
undoubtedly will be reduced. People
will take the initiative and will for
sure cease carrying arms lest they
commit mistakes and out of extreme
fear of the impending justice. Real
reform of, not fake proclamations
about, the judicial system shall be the
cornerstone of the overhaul of our
poor current state of affairs.
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Sheraton Sana’a concludes

Warning to US citizens

Second: Arab-Israeli Conflict:

Reactivating role of the four-party
committee while including the Arab
League to implement the Roadmap to
resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict and to
consider the Arab Peace Initiative as
complementary to the Roadmap. The
four-party committee will carry out the
following:

1- Dispatch an international force to
separate the Palestinians and Israelis
according to borders of 5 June 1967.

2- The obligation of Palestinians and
Israelis to halt violence and the declara-
tion of an armistice between them rein-
forced by UN resolution towards the
implementation of the roadmap and
related UN-recognized resolutions on
and the establishment of a Palestinian
state on borders of 5 June 1967.

3- The announcement of an Arab
decision unifying all Palestinian fac-
tions under one unified leadership
including all parties.

4- Work to dismantle the apartheid
wall.

5- The commencement of rebuilding
Palestine and the state’s apparatuses,
particularly the security apparatus.

6- The Israeli withdrawal from

Yemen’s new initiative

Syrian and Lebanese occupied territo-
ries within a specified time frame and
an Arab-Israeli agreement guaranteeing
the Arab and Israeli rights.

7- The obligation to the declaration
of the Middle East Region free from
weapons of mass destruction and set-
ting up a plan to disarm the countries of
the region, including Israel.

8- The holding of a peace conference
of countries of the region following the
announcement of the foundation of the
Palestinian state, the elimination of
weapons of mass destruction and the
Israeli withdrawal from occupied Arab
lands.

On the other hand, as of 27 March
2004, Arab Foreign Ministers during
their preliminary meetings have not
reached an agreement on the goals of
the Arab summit, scheduled for 29-30
of this month.

The Republic of Yemen has present-
ed its initiative to America and EU and
the permanent members of the Security
Council. France and some European
countries have positively responded to
it, according to September 26
Newspaper.

The Tribe and the State in Yemen

The Authority's Stance on Tribal Powers:

Sheikh Ameen Al-Ukaime, Member of
Parliament and a prominent Sheikh in Al-Jouf,
explained to Yemen Times that there were
some significant policies adopted towards the
tribes during the 1980s. The ruling power
sensed the danger of the tribes due to the
weapons they possessed, and therefore they
ignited tribal conflicts to deplete the weapons
and to weaken their capabilities in comparison
to the capability of the armed forces at that
time.

Yemeni Tribes and Current Directions to
Fight :

Following the September 11 incidents and
the international campaign to counter terror-
ism, the Yemeni Authorities began the prepara-
tion of a security plan called “The Security
Redeployment” in some regions, mainly Marib,
Al-Jouf and Shabwah, believed to constitute a
safe-heaven for terrorists considering also the
ragged landscape of these regions. However,
the tribes of these regions dealt with the issue
of terrorism and the protection of terrorist ele-
ments in an unexpected way. The tribes

denounced terrorism and refused to provide
protection for terrorists who infiltrated to these
regions. The tribes have taken into considera-
tion the following factors with regards to terror-
Ism:

1- The tribes avoided military confrontation
with the newly founded counter-terrorism
forces.

2- The fear and suspicion of most of the
tribes that labeling them as harboring terrorists
easily gives the chance for some state's offi-
cials to get even with them in the case of com-
pulsory confrontation.

3- The lack of support among tribesmen for
these extremists.

This is why there has not been a real military
confrontation between the tribes and security
forces. Minor incidents in Marib and some
remote regions took place as a result of mis-
understandings and misconduct by either of
the two sides, which were quickly contained.

The tribes have adopted different means in
dealing with and handling the terrorist ele-
ments wanted by the Security Forces, accord-

“We are inside Palestinian land and
acting only inside Palestinian land,”
said the new Hamas leader Addel Aziz
Rantisi to reporters last Wednesday.
“We are resisting the occupation, noth-
ing else. Our resistance will continue
just inside our border, here inside our
country.”

The US Government maintained
that the threat is still taken seriously.
According to State Department Deputy
Spokesman Adam Ereli, the United
States remains concerned about the
safety of Americans in the Middle East
and North Africa.

The US Embassy in Sana’a released
a Warden Message for Americans in
Yemen last week, advising them to
avoid demonstrations, especially last
weekend. There were no large demon-
strations in the capital last weekend,
but the message advised US citizens to
take precautions.

“Americans are reminded to pay
particular attention to their personal
security at all times, including keeping
a low profile, varying routes and times
of travel, avoiding large crowds and
demonstrations,” said the Warden
Message.

John Balian, the Political Affairs
Officer at the US Embassy, told Yemen
Times that security at the embassy has
not changed since the assassination.

“Our precautions and our strong
security posture has remained the
same,” said Balian. “The security
arrangements at the embassy have
been and will remain strong.”

The Yemeni government intensified
security around embassies, foreign
companies and government institu-
tions in Sana’a in recent weeks after
receiving reports of planned terrorist
attacks in Yemen. This came when
security forces began its operation of

tracking down and arresting Al-Qaeda
suspects in the Abyan region.

Sultan Al-Barakani, Chairman of the
GPC Caucus, told Yemen Times
recently that national security has been
the Yemeni Government’s top priority.
He cited that the Government has
rounded up numerous suspects, cap-
tured key Al-Qaeda operatives, thwart-
ed terrorist attacks and stopped the kid-
napping of foreigners, which hasn’t
occurred in over two years.

A foreign diplomat said that
although Yemeni security has
increased dramatically, the combina-
tion of US presence in Iraq and the
Israeli assassination of Yassin may
spur an increase in terrorist activities.

“The war in Iraq and the killing of
Sheikh Yassin could motivate terrorists

" to increase their activities worldwide,”

said the foreign diplomat.

Hamas has announced its plans to
target Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and other Israeli officials.

Khaled Meshaal, based in Damascus
and head of the Hamas political
bureau, was quoted by the pan-Arab
Al-Hayat daily as saying that Hamas
now has the right to “hunt down the
big Zionist heads” including Sharon.

Sharon is said to have ordered the
assassination and described Yassin as
“the greatest arch-murderer of
Palestinian terrorism” who sought to
“kill Jews everywhere and eliminate
...Israel.”

Since violence erupted in 2000,
more than 2,700 Palestinians and 950
Israelis have been killed.

Israeli helicopters fired three mis-
siles that killed Yassin and seven others
as they left a mosque in Gaza City at
dawn last Monday. Up to 17 were
wounded, including two of Yassin’s
sons

ing to the origin of these elements and the col-
lective opinion reached by all members of the
tribe. The tribes offered these elements the fol-
lowing choices:

1- Providing them a guarantee for fair trials
if they render themselves to the tribe, which
would render them to the Security Forces.

2- If the terrorists reject the offer, they are
left on their own and for the Security Forces to
apprehend while the tribe sits aside. But the
trive refused to carry out the arrest operation,
contrary to desire of the Security Forces.

Canadian Embassy

P.O. Box 94321
Riyadh 11693
Saudi Arabia

Tel: (966) 488-2288
Ext 3357

Fax: (966) 488-0137

Are You Interested
To Study In Canada?

Canada offers a safe, open, multicultural environment
with a wide range of internationally recognized schools
and programs at a reasonable cost.

The Canadian Embassy in Saudi Arabia provides
information about primary and secondary schools,
colleges, universities, graduate studies and ESL.

For more information, please contact
the Education Advisor.

E-mail: ryadh-td@dfait-maecl.gc.ca
www.canada.org.ae/EduMenu.htm

In the 1860’s, the French mechanic
Pierre Michaux attached pedals to the
front wheel. Later James Starley of the
Coventry ~ Machinists ~ Company
increased the front wheel diameter to
allow greater speed, which led to the
familiar ‘penny-farthing’ design. In
1885, John Kemp Starley (James’
nephew) invented the ‘Rover’ bicycle,
which overcame the dangers of a large
front wheel by attaching gears and
cranks to the rear wheel instead.

John Boyd Dunlop invented pneu-
matic tyres in 1888 - competitions then
proved that a ‘safety’ bicycle with pneu-
matic tyres could easily match the dare-
devil speeds of the penny-farthing. This
established the standard design that has
survived to the present day.

Since then, bicycles have had a huge
impact on society. JK Starley went on to
form the Rover car company, and many
other transport pioneers - such as Henry
Ford and the Wright Brothers - also
began as cycle mechanics.

Cycling opened up new horizons for
people in the nineteenth century by
allowing them to travel beyond their
home community. The invention of the
motor car appeared to sound the death

Continued from Back page

Promoting the virtues of two-wheelers

knell of the bicycle in industrialized
countries. However in recent years, the
humble two-wheeler has enjoyed a
revival in the West. The reasons for this
have been several.

The environmental effects of the
petrol-driven monsters soon became
apparent — these included the pollution
of cities through noxious chemicals
released into the atmosphere, the
destruction of forests and farmlands to
build even more highways, and the
depletion of non-renewable fossil fuels.
Socially, cars were seen as ‘isolation
capsules’, enclosing and separating peo-
ple from each other. Higher speeds, traf-
fic jams and parking problems added to
the stresses of modern society. New
concepts like ‘road-rage’ entered our
terminology.

The bicycle, by contrast, has many
advantages. It is cheap and clean to run,
as well as convenient to park.

There are also health benefits.
According to the British Heart
Foundation, cycling at least 30 kms per
week reduces the risk of coronary heart
disease to less than half that for non-
cyclists. Cycling at a gentle 20 kph on a
flat road uses 450 kcal per hour.

Cycling also raises the speed of your
metabolism for hours afterwards, so
your body continues to burn calories
even after exercise. Cycling is mainly
an aerobic activity. This is beneficial to
the lungs which expand to push as much
oxygen into the body as possible and the
heart which beats faster to transport this
oxygen around your body.

A strong heart and powerful lungs
form the basis of general fitness.
Exercising releases what are known as
endorphins into your blood - these cre-
ate a feeling of contentment and happi-
ness, therefore helping to reduce stress.

Recent years have seen a dramatic
increase in the motor traffic in Sana’a. It
now takes a significant amount of time
to get around this city by car. Parking
has become a problem. Each day a
brown pall hangs over the city. We are
starting to choke in our own pollution.

One solution is to promote the usage
of bicycles. The roads in Sana’a are
good, and the climate is suitable for bik-
ing all year round. The flat geography
makes it easy to get around. In fact, a
bicycle is often much faster than a car.

So mark April 2 on your calendars.
And ride on.

The Tribes and Foreign Intervention:

Many Sheikhs and social dignitaries depend
on high monthly allowances from Saudi Arabia.
A minimum allowance is USD 2000 per month
for each. This makes these figures more
inclined in the direction of Saudi and less inter-
ested in what they may obtain from the
Authorities. The tribes do not need to exert
much effort at the state level to receive servic-
es and development projects for their commu-
nities since their relations and involvement with
the state’s officials have become rare.
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Free T-shirts

to first 500 riders

registered

Friday April 2nd, 2004 at 8 am
Starting from the Saba’een Square
(near Pizza Hut)
21 km bicycle tour around Sana’a
the Arab Cultural Capital of 2004
Registration fee: 100 rials per rider

Sponsored by
Vi jor

Spacetel

SPORSOL

International Community Services / 5
& The Yemen Cycling Feder

Tennis Tournament

Sheraton Sana’a Hotel
held during the period

from 18-19 March 2004 5 \

its first Social Tennis tour- 3 i

nament for 2004. N V]
~

A total number of 42
participants including var-
ious diplomats, CEOs and
General Managers of dif-
ferent Oil Companies,
Commercial, Airlines and
bankers participated in the
competition, which took
place at the hotel’s tennis
courts over the weekend.

On Friday evening an
awarding ceremony
around the swimming pool tool place
attended by H.E. Dr. Rashad Al
Aleemi Minister of Interior (President
of Yemen Tennis Federation) and H.E.
Dr. Abu Baker Al-Qirbi Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

i ug.lb.l..u g.:.ﬂ
Sheraton Sana'a
HOTEL

Wicher Boissevain & Mrs. Mira
Boissevain from Arcadis Euroconsult,

Valuable prizes were sponsored by
Emirates Airlines, Arab bank, Al Ekliel
“Rolex”, CCC, Delloitte & Touche
M.E., Coca-Cola, Red Bull, Canada

Tony Goubran hotel General Dry, Sheraton Dubai Creek Hotel &
Manager and Ehab El Gammal Director  Towers, Sheraton Deira Hotel &
of Sales & Marketing congratulated and ~ Towers, Sheraton Gold Mohur Aden,

Sheraton Sana’a Hotel.

Sheraton Sana’a Hotel is known to
hold such sports activities and its man-
agement has expressed commitment to
continue this tradition.

distributed prizes to the winners of the
Men’s Double Mr. Wicher Boissevain
from Arcadis Euroconsult & Mr. Saeed
Al-Khamiri from Yemen Hunt Oil, and
to the winners of the Mixed Double Mr.

i
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ation
Ministry of Youth and Sport
Present

Great prizes given -
away in the Lucky
Draw at 9 am

Enquiries:
Bernie Power 71616150

Eariy Reglstration at Minlstry of
Youth and Sport, Hadda St.
(beside British Embassy).
Ask for Abu Qaasim

Bike riding

» promotes personal health

* reduces traffic congestion

* solves parking problems

* is economical

* doesn’t pollute the environment

T


mailto:ryadh-td@dfait-maecl.gc.ca
http://www.canada.org.ae/EduMenu.htm
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I. What to Say :
Situations and Expmssl ns 64) . {Syswm ﬁf naming and cl_as
Weddmg w;ghes (m) -ZGi.wemmem by a few

51'“3%"-‘ 1s, : : pom o
: young man s hfe 12 s a moment of o

iogethemess with the hfewmate, of making a
_pro:mse and takmg the first step to fullf' ll it.

. Study of the forms of amm
'_‘Marphology {n}

bcgum:ng of many dmdm.s .md a long J()umey of &
togetherness. And as you both are going to tie the -
blissful knot, may this be the hapglest day you've
ever known. IUs also a time when you'll be
united in heart and mmd and in every way that’ll
make your love grow richer and make: your
- wedding truly wanﬁerful - L .
+  On your wedding may love shine upon. au .
- you make of your hearts one ‘heart, as you build
from your lives one life, as you share in your faith 2
a beauuful p'fomzse £hat !asts a llfeume together.
i i .

this day onwards you a_re not alonc in Ilu_s L
~ journey. No'wyuu iaawea(.hothcr all lhcway,;al_].'_-_'ffi__-_:i

= As you are gﬁmng married... two hearts are 4.
making a beautiful melody w;th the:r lma, two _-';_\‘_ o
 lives are bmldm : .
and dedication. ..

--love and mental b 13‘;' Let a lif'eﬂme'of-
10ve begin. May you love and live happily

meamng f rhe fok‘owmg-'-:- Suggested arwwers ta last week.s questmm
' 1. He wants to know what the time is. .
. Monkeys use their tails to help them climb.
3. The teacher gave him a lot of good advice,
4. Most chxldren goto sch(m] bybus.
' 5 Thxs book is Eshrag s, but that one is not hers

2. euphursm, euplwmlsm 2

. As the weddmg-bel.!s ring for both of you,
4. biush bmsh

begin love'b joumey, as the two of you reci

. aspire (Vi) (be filled with lugh ambition): He
_aspi res {ofame as a wmer '

- (B} Compos:twn' Parsgraph wrltmg
Expa.ud the idea contained in the saymg .
' 60' FAILURE IS THE PILLAR GF SUCCES

lasting and sweet and

Last week’s topic
. fu}ﬁlhng and mmplew .

_59: FRIENDSHIP IS SILL«DOM
TING BUT BET WEEN EQUALS

merit.” Labnng fnendsh!p presupposc‘;
dersl;artdmg and adjustment which is

‘enjoy equal status, attitudes,
'_ fm‘th The prmmple oij

f‘ : i

... Seek t.he forgiveness
Of Allah; for Allah is <
Oft-forgiving, Most merciful.”

_and mm’eﬁ_ _be el

THE WORLD OF FINANCE Solution: 7 letters
\VCINCLE(RAWCIRL?), Py PAVID OUELLET BrEER |
® EAELISEINAPMOCDPWYP.DE
HOW TO PLAY: First read the list of words, then look at the puzzle. The words are in all directions — S|S O; B!S C|S|B :N O|I [TIAJL|F|N|I E|S|E
vertically, horizontally, diagonally, backward. Circle each letter of a word found and strike it off the list. The EISIAIMIO|E|U|TIRIS|S|C|A|E/A|R|C|RIA|C
letters are often used more than once, so do not cross them oul. It is best to find the big words first. When you 1 .
find all the words listed in the clues, you'll have a number of letters left over that spell the Wonderword. S EIAIEIOILIRITII|H|T|N K_.| E |1 UICIE|R
CLUES IA|T|R[I|L|L|G|A|TM|N|RIK|Y|S|OM|E|G|E
Aot olise dlobe gg{?g'ns ol HIS|T[E[E|A|E[W|H|I|I|C|A|I |C|O|U|N|T|M
ssets ras ro » t - =1 =1 —
Bank Crime Hedge Pager Skill C|A|R|C|G|RIOIEINIS|O]LIOIDIPIPII|TIE MIE
Bl Deal R Puceniage: 3o rRlp[1[e[alr[D[g|T|[T[P[N|E[TID|T[A[A|V[O]F
ids e nflation ase atistics | g T T 1
Bond Decisions Interest Pick Stock |[UIR|S|T|G|G|E|S|S|A|S|L|I|VIA|L|S|G|R|C %
Soss gqliars IEeas;a gianning gtraddle PIE|K|H|EIB|E|M|F|T|T|O|Y|O|E|U|E |E|E|H §
oftom riven eve ayer urge T I ! 2
Broker Dumping Leverage Points Taxes IDIMIY|I|FIR|FINJUII INIRILIGIRRIS|VIS IR
Bull Ethic Limits Premium Terms O|I|E|C|E|O[M|L|T|S|E|F|F|E|N|EIA|A|E T|3
Butterfly Fear Liquid Price Title T | i i "
Calls Field Loan Purchase Trader [LIUJL|ITICIKIR|S|IUITIFITIRMIX|I |RIGIR|L &
Celebrate Firm Loss Puts Value LIM[N|O|A|E|D|C|R|I M/E|E|A|S|C|P A|E|L|2
Cellar Floating Lots Rates Wire el &)
Claim Flow Market Ratio Year .A | |[SILISIRIAIAIE CSD._N TIEM|S D MT A-g,:
Commerce Fluid Math Reserve Yield RITIEJA|I[LIB|L|S|S|A|S|T|CIA|E|BIAIUIE|F
o™ B el i 's[a[n[v[L]a[p[E[w[o[E]ajulPRK[L|A|R|D|?
Count Futures Mortgage Save T|P|E|S|A|E|U|O|L|T|R ;I B|S |K[I[L]|L NL%
U/N|A[F|B[S|L|I|O[E|[V|A|L|U|E|H|L|O|E|K 3
ANSWER NEXT WEEK Last Week's Answer: Cooperate ip LlolT/sIFlulnD §_C :M olt|Tlo[B]I DTS_S

A letter to the teachers of English: 48

How to develop your
learner’s vocabulary (2)

| DR..ML.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of
English,

Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

.

Dear Fellow teachers,

- ow that you have some
idea about vocabulary,
let’s talk about the ways
in which we can help our

; | learners to develop their
vm.abu!a.ry ‘As I said in my last letter,
vocabulary development is a lifelong
process; what we can do is to create an
interest in our learners so that they may
continue this process throughout their
lives. The first and foremost, in my
view, is that we should be a good
model to them, involving ourselves in
the process of developing our own
vocabulary. Only a burning candle can
light the other candles, says an old
Tamil saying. There is no shortcut to
develop our vocabulary overnight; the
only way is to read and read and read,
anything and everything. An avari-
cious reader, no doubt, has a large
vocabulary at his/her command.

Let’s see what makes words in a text
difficult. Most of the time it is the
idiomatic use of the words makes it
difficult for the reader to understand
them. Similarly, the metaphorical use
of the words creates problem for the
reader. Sometimes, one word carrying
different meanings in different con-
texts adds to the problem of the reader.

In one of the earlier letters, I sug-
gested that the learner, while reading a
text, should be encouraged to infer the
meaning of the new word from the
context before he or she looks it up in
a dictionary; it is a useful strategy for
developing vocabulary.

There are several useful classroom
techniques to develop our learner’s
vocabulary in English. A number of
books on ELT, including mine (Unit 8),
have suggestions in this regard, which

you can make use of. I'll discuss some
of them here.

Most of the activities useful for
vocabulary development can be turned
into language games to attract the
learners in the beginning classes. For
example, you can write a long word
like ‘aeroplane’on the blackboard and
ask the learners to create as many
words as they can, using the letters in
that word; they can come up with
words like “plan, open, lane, no, rope,
ear’ etc. This can be played as a group
game as well. It is a very interesting
and useful game in the preparatory as
well as the secondary classes.

You can similarly use games such as
Word Pyramid or Word Magazine or
Word Gun or Word Volcano; all these
have the same process, though the
names are different, and help the learn-
ers expand their vocabulary. Jumbling
the spelling of a word and asking the
learner to decode the word is also a
useful way of learning new words,
especially the spelling of the words,
Several English magazines publish
games such as Crossword Puzzle,
Word Quiz, Scramble, Increase Your
Word Power etc, and our learners can
be encouraged to play these games in
order to develop their vocabulary.

The CECY Pupil’'s Books and
Workbooks have a lot of activities to
help our learners develop their vocabu-
lary; to quote a few examples, look at
WBI1 pages 28, 53, 73; WB2 pagesl, 3,
19,76; WB3 pages20, 51, 82; WB6
pages 78, 79, 54. But it is important
that you should encourage your learn-
ers to do these activities on their own
and you should help them only if nec-
essary; over-helping will deprive them
of the thrill in their learning. With a bit
of imagination you can innovate sever-
al activities and games for developing
your learner’s vocabulary. Try and

share your success with me. Good
luck.

Yours fraternally,

Dr.M.N.K.Bose

All the world’s a cafe (2)

By Ms. AMRITA
SATAPATHY

BHUBANESWAR, ORISSA,

single sip would make
them prove it easily that ,
after all, the pen was
. mightier than the sword.
h . Coffee houses became the
places where plots were discussed and
characters were born. The lovable Sir
Richard de Coverely must have been a
creation out of a happy coming together
between a cup of cotfee and the thoughts
generated by the drink. The coffee was
an extremely congenial drink with a tang
of the colloquial. Thus the houses that
served it became in turn more intimate,
and welcoming towards its multi-faceted
clientele. Intellectuals, denizens f{rom
every possible walk of life patronized
Cafés. Coffee-house proprietors compet-
ed with each other for supplies of both
Whig and Tory newspapers to cater to the
needs of their customers with diverse
political allegiances. During this time the
business of buying and selling insurance,
ships, stocks, commodities, and occa-
sionally even slaves was disposed of in
coffee-houses. A man of letters, an actor,
or an artist might perform or recite for his
coterie of admirers and followers in his
favourite coffee-house. Coffee-houses
became informal stations for the collec-
tion and distribution of packets and let-
ters. Creating an ambience of cama-
raderie and breathing a sparkle and fus-
ing a verve into the atmosphere, the cafés
embraced the elite, the conformist, the
bohemian and the maverick as well.
Restoration England boasted of some of
the most in-style, exclusive and classy
coffee shops.

Standing on the riverfront right behind
Charring Cross, Man’s was the resort of

place-hunters, bribe-lovers and Puritan-
haters. French agents and mysterious
messengers frequented it. Set up by Dr.
Alexander Man, it was considered to
have set ‘the standard of taste’ for others
to emulate. And like all coffee- houses of
the day, none but the most obnoxious
were refused entry.

Then we have The Puritan’s Coffee
House, located in Aldergate Street. The
conversation here was purely political as
the faithful dwelt on the days of
Cromwell and dreamed of insurgency.

The London apprentices frequented
the Widow’s Coffee House thereby fos-
tering the spirit of union and
Freemasonry. Set in suburban Islington
the café was looked after by a widow
Nell Gwynne.

Jonathan, Lloyds and the Jamaica
were the centres of London finance and
were described as places of commercial
gambling. This is because coffee drink-
ing as an activity was considered to be
very business-like and reasonable; not
frivolous and reckless.

Located in Change Alley and St.
Paul’s  Churchyard  respectively,
Garraways and Child’s was the favourite
of doctors and those connected to the
medical profession. The walls of this
unusual café were hung with the adver-
tisements of new pills, drops, lozenges
and dentifrices. There was also the provi-
sion for private consultations and inter-
views.

Standing at No. 1, Great Russell Street
Wills was the best known coffee house of
its day. Under Dryden’s patronage it
became noted for its ‘wits” and ‘critics’.
A contemporary satirist stated that sec-
ond-rate writers who came there felt
puffed if ‘they had the honour to dip a
finger or a thumb in Mr. Dryden’s snuff
box.” This was the place around which
radiated the intelligentsia. The Wills was
the school of wit and dialectic.

To be continued next week
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looking  for ground floor, in
crater_Aden,

job in hear field.

: A pls contact : 416215, (3/29) Q atee
Y Sltuatlon e_mail:hnho2001 @yahoo.com  (3/29) plst i SEE EaaE i : L il Address:Khollan St. S e gl [ Glgdalt '
Vacant M Samir, specialist teacher in  contact: 73803091 Hussein. pls contact:71739768. Hard disk, external disk drive, infront of Habeshe tour gl 733 plal
T B Required Marketing Arabic  language (private W For rentHouse in Al - BFor sale:Land * crousers With CD drive,price 500 $. h 3 ;
) ting Zuag ? i
: ; ; / assaba 5 . : del 86 Dark blue in good (3/29)
coordinator with some lessons), all level. Hassaba . 5 Rooms;3 bhath mo i 08 s -
experience to work ina PIS  contact:  73770365. rooms, 2 car parking,Garden. condition, 1,600,000 Y.R. pls contact: Yasser 71671773, | Tel :71294421 AARRETAANI) L
Dynamic company. post (3/29) (3/22) pls contact: 71739768, (3/29) M For sale: PIII in a very good i
P, e ao = [ o 0 . 3 cceviver/
CV to PO.Box 14314, MSaleem, ph.d. English seeks pls contact : Yasser 71783052. M For sule:l-'urq expedition :“”d““‘“ 51_3 Ram, 500 ”l}_l.ﬁ- \.’aegi::a};dl:"];lrzm"d::;;\1}\1;.";1 Lo 4 L 2 “’ * ; L 2
Sana'a . fax : 210292, a job any wear. B For rent: Furnished villa model 2000 in excellent ,:O(Fb o dwk\_ud an_‘ LD 80 } & .y.-]; ;;47.-' sood
(3/29) (3/22) with Beautiful small garden at conditions, white  $250 not ready for negotiation, : F Lt i éx}";‘,.};f:‘
. please contact Mr. Abdulla condition, good price. (3/22)

: S Is contact:201559, 73324903,  Sakania_Hadda for int . color,270008.
BRequired  Female P 7 71739768, Ahmed, Mobile: 71176455 pls contact:71752572.

teacher with very good
English to work with
respectful school, non
accented to deal with 6 -
9 years old Kids. excel-
lent and productive
working environment,
please contact
73811430

BMRequierd 1) Skin
care and  cosmetic
expert , 2) coiffure and
hair dressing , 3)

T 20

fashion designer.
A please contact 441942,

73566232
D Job Seekers
W Nadia Saleh
5 Mohammed, Bachelor

degree  in  English

language & translation -
university of science &
technology, Sana'a, courses in
computer  application &
conversation &business
English.

MESkilled young man, diploma Personnel sitting dinning, Ppls contact

in computer, experience in
tours and Hotels, good
command at English (3/22)

pls contact : 71643129,

M Diploma in petroleum 3
years (Iraq) , Diploma in
computer, experience in
petroleum & repair water
engines and generators Jooking
for a job with petrolenm.
contact : 71184588, 285376
(3/22)

Real Estate

B For rent:(5 )Apartments of
(3) Bedrooms , & (4)
Apartments with (2) Bedrooms
. kitchen and bath in al of
them, walking distance to
Sana'a University new
campus. (3/29)

pls contact: 71715181 Hassan.
B For sale:Villa 2 floor with a
garden 6 rooms , beside
Turky Embassy.

pls contact: 73522815,

W required House for rent,

Mafrag,maid and two Master
bed rooms it is Safe

Contact Mustafa: 73416400 .
W For rent: villa with
Beautiful big garden.2 floors
Jall . 5 bed rooms , guard
room. in Algeria St. Pls Contact
Majed: 73597541 , 73398063 .

MFor sale: Jeep Chrysler
Cherokees, Dark blue,
metallic, model 1993, price =
9000 %, in excellent condition,
no customs paid.
(3/29)

pls contact:German Embassy,
Tel: 413174 Ext. 113.
Brequired:Bus (Far) or prado
car Diesel good price and in
good condition. pls contact
71176455, (3/29)

BWFor sale:Mercedes 230E
model 93 Dark mov color in
excellent condition . full
option, manul gear, price
12,500 8, and VW2000 Bora.
(3/29)

(3/29)

B For sale:new land crousers
GXR 6V_VXR 8V
2003_2004

maodels,new prado 2003, new
hiux 2004, (3/29)
pls contact: T1739768
Abdullah.

M For sale:Cattar pallar shovel
Model 2000, 966 G Auto.in
excellent conditions. (3/29)
pls  contact 71739768
Abdullah.

BFor sale:Hundai Sonata
model 2003, 1400 Km in
excellent price

p 1 5
contact:71739768,73573466.

BFor sale:Daswoo 95 new,
good condition. (3/22)

pls contact (7110206

B For sale: very good
condition Laptop, Dell latitude
PII. 256 MB Ram, 10 GB

B For sale: A lap top Dell
company P4, in a very good
condition, 512 Ram, 1.7
GHz. 30 GB hard disk. cd
Rom, DVD, Cd writer, .

please contact on : 71286716,

Home/Office

Equipment

B For sale:two Italian bed

rooms (single) , sitting room
set.pls contact : 71100886,
415358.

B For sale:Huge refrigerator
(Siemens.Germany ). Sony TV,
Video integrated, digital and
analog receiver, Ward robe, 3
doors (Germany), Cup board,
wood _ glass . county style

(Germany).  (3/29)
pls  contact Mrs.Anne
224074,

B For sale:Sega_Dream cast
(video game system) +one
controler + one visual memory
card + 68 Games Cd's price
758.

contact:ashrafoniz33@yahoo.

Send your Free Ads by Fax :01268276 or By P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a

B For sale: Voltage regulator
stabline EMT 10338 american
brand new man-1967. output
220V L-N, 38 Amp, 25 KVA
three phase 4 wire.

2 4 5 6. 9% 3

N a g e e b

Lost Items

B Belal.A.M.All_Ffubashi
lost his passport issued from
Sana'a in 1999 and a copy of a
personal identity issued from
Ibb city.
pls contact: 416717 or PIS.

(3/29) .akaig A4S Aali 34

OIL REFINERY Capacity
;100,000 Barrels per
day.

Origin : Europe - can be
transfer to any part of
the world. contact: V|
christopher 73816219
(Int.Code.00967)
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First “Great Sana’a Bike Ride” on April 2

By BERNIE POWER
For THE YEMEN TIMES

ecent years have seen a

dramatic increase in the

traffic in Sana’a. Getting

around this city by car is

taking more time than
ever. Parking is a problem. And a
brown pall of pollution hangs over
the city.

Enter the bicycle, a perfect way
for getting around the suitable
roads in Sana’a. Yemen's climate is
suitable for biking all year round. Its
flat geography makes it easy. And A
bicycle is often much faster than a
car.

Considering such benefits of the
bike, the first Great Sana'a Bike
Ride, a 21 km ride around the city,
is taking place on Friday April 2nd.

Organized by the NGO
International Community Services,
it will begin at 8 a.m. from the may-
daan saba’een, near the Pizza Hut.

There will be a festival atmos-
phere, with a Lucky Draw at the
beginning of the Ride. Prizes have
been donated by the sponsors
Spacetel and the Taj Sheba Hotel,
as well as the Yemen Times.

It will not be a race, with winners
and losers, but a fun Ride, a com-
munity event, open to all: a time to
get outside, have some exercise,
make some new friends, and enjoy
the sights and sounds of the Arab
Cultural Capital of 2004.

Everyone involved will be a win-
ner. And the virtues of two-wheel-

=
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Bernie Power, organizer of the 1st Great Sana'a Bike Ride, to be held April 2, rides on the two-wheeler that he com-

monly uses on the streets of Sana'a.

ers — which have been around for
many years — will be displayed for
people across the city.

The wheel actually has been
around for a very long time.
Cartwheels with spokes were used
in Mesopotamia over 4,000 years
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CONNECTING PEOPLE

(Yemen Times photo by Jamil Abdul Karim)

ago, and it seems the Chinese
used them over 6,000 years ago.
But it was a long time before it
occurred to anyone to put one
behind the other and to use this as
a mode of transport. In 1817 Baron
von Drais of Baden invented a ‘run-
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ning machine’ to help him move
more quickly around his forests. It
consisted of two spoked wheels
joined by a frame with a seat in the
middle. It was propelled by pushing
it along with a leg on either side.
Continued on page 13
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Ol fields ancillary installations,

@ Air purification for industry

@ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

@ Offshore structures and underwater works,

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance,

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities,

e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, ronds, highways, bridges & fly-overs,

e High quality buildings & sports

@ Water treatment plants, reservolrs & distribution
systems,

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cceyemen@y.net.ye
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New Hor1zons'

Computer Learning Centers
Sana'a - Yemen

We Can Change the Rules of the game

Join us now:

1- CCNA.

2- CCNP.

3- MCSA.

4- MCSE.

5- Linux .

6- A+.

7- Oracle.

8- Auto CAD.
9- STAAD Pro.

Choose,
Learn,
Succeed.,

Tel: +967 1 449356 /57 / 58, Fax: +967 1 448547
E-malil: info@newhorizons.com
www.newhorizons.com

istruction Go. (Liq.!

Sana'a : Tel.264005/6 , Fax: 240624 , E-maiI:YTCC@_YzI_‘I_FI.YE, AdenTeIefa_x:!j?i&?,HodoldaTal?O&Bﬂ, Fax: 205817 |
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