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‘While the newspaper is being printed,
bloody confrontations continue for the
third consecutive week around the Mran
mountains in Saddah Governorate
between security forces, using war-
planes, tanks, missile, and other heavy
weaponry, and tens of followers of
Sheikh Hussein Badr Al-Deen Al-
Hothy, a former member of parliament
and former leader of Al-Haq Party,
whose followers are equipped with light
arms and rocket-propelled grenades.

There are conflicting reports about
the actual losses in both sides. Official
reports state that 50 of the Sheikh’s fol-
lowers have been killed, more than 35
wounded, and 60 arrested, in addition to
17 soldier killed and a number of
wounded in fierce battles.

Non-official sources stated that the
losses among civilians are higher and

200 killed or wounded

the number could reach 200 killed and
wounded.

Official sources stated that President
Saleh has issued a directive to dispatch
a delegation, to include the Sheikh’s
brother, Yahya Badr Al-Deen, a
Member of Parliament, in addition to
tribal and religious figures to mediate
and encourage Sheikh Hussein to render
himself to the security authorities.
However, the committee, until
Saturday, June 26, had not yet reached
an agreement. The security authorities
have suspended Al-Hothy’s fixed and
mobile telephone lines, which made it
very difficult to contact him in high
mountains.

At the same time, the official media
has referred to the ongoing campaign as
“Targeting religious Sheikh Hussein
Badr Al-Deen Al-Hothy who has seated
himself as “Imam”, has raised the
Lebanese Hizbollah flag, and for his
provocation of ethnic and sectarian con-
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Guidance Conference calls for
tolerance and modernization

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The first guidance conference, held
in Sana’a during the period 20-23 June
was concluded last Wednesday in pres-
ence of nearly 280 participants from all
over the world.

Mr. Hamoud Obad, Minister of the
Islamic Endowment and Guidance, in
his address, reviewed the bases and
conditions that must be provided and
followed by propagandists in order to
be fully aware of the reality and devel-
opments in their societies in the light
of the challenges and threats facing the
community, and the inability of the
international community and interna-
tional organizations to avert injustices
or to halt aggressions.
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Dr. Esam Al-Bashr, Sudanese
Minister of Endowment, on behalf of
the participating delegations, con-
firmed the importance of dealing with
others based on Islamic values and
virtues that embrace forgiveness. He
said that Islamic thoughts suffer today
from living on the glorified Islamic
heritage and, thus, it is living amid
conditions of isolation while wasting
time, efforts and money in attempting
to imitate the West without taking into
consideration the values and attributes
of the Islamic culture. This only grant-
ed Western countries the opportunity
for dominance. He called for the adop-
tion of religious rhetoric based on
moderation, and is responsive to inter-
national developments.

Continued on page 4
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US ambassador lays foundation stone
for US-funded projects in Al-Jawf

US Ambassador Edmund I. Hull vis-
ited the governorate of Al-Jawf on
Monday June 21, in the company of the
Minister of Health and Population Dr.
Mohammad Al-Nomi, for the corner-
stone dedication of US funded health
projects there. Both officials were met
by the Governor of Al-Jawf, Brigadier
Mansor Ahmed Saif in Al-Hazm on their
arrival in the province.

The ambassador, the minister and the
governor participated in the dedication
of the renovation and equipping of the
Al-Khalag Health Center and participat-
ed in a comerstone dedication of a
health office and a mother and child
health center in the government com-
pound in Al-Hazm. Other US-funded
development projects were dedicated in
several district of Al-Jawf including al-
Matoon, al-Matama, al-Zahir, al-
Homaidat, Rajooza, and Kharab al-
Marashi.

Afterwards, the three officials held a
meeting at the governor’s office attend-
ed by governorate’s officials and local
council members, discussing the various
needs of the governorate of Al-Jawf.
Ambassador Hull mentioned that the
arcas of health, educaticn and agricul-

ture are the main focus of the US fund-
ing in Al-Jawf. He talked about how the
US government can contribute to the
growth and development of Al-Jawf
through its efforts to develop health and
education services in disadvantaged
areas to help create job opportunitics
and benefit the Yemeni community.

It is worth mentioning that US assis-
tance in Al-Jawf is spread over various
projects including the construction of
health units, schools, water dams and
infrastructure projects at a total cost of
about US$ 8 million. These projects,
which will serve the people of al-Jawf,
will be implemented by the Public
Works Project and the Social Fund for
Development (SFD).

In a brief meeting with journalists,
Ambassador Hull affirmed that the aim
of the US assistance in Yemen is the
development and stability of the Yemeni
people and that Al-Jawf is not the only
Yemeni governorate that benefits from
US funding. “Other disadvantaged gov-
ernorates such as Amran, Shabwa and
Marib also receive US aid, where the
focus is on the areas of health, agricul-
ture and education” Ambassador Hull
added.

Attempts to improve the
situation of pharmacists

Dr. Fadhel Herab, President of the
Pharmacists Syndicate, confirmed dur-
ing a press conference held last Sunday
at the syndicate’s headquarters the suc-
cess of pharmacists, after previously
four failed attempts, to announce the
foundation of a syndicate for them.
This is considered a significant
achievement for their profession, and
will contribute to enhancing the work
of civil societv organizations in
Yemen.

He confirmed that the syndicate, as
part of its work, would find an effec-
tive and professional frame that would
isolate intruders to the profession, and
contribute effectively to the introduc-
tion of legislation that will regulate
their profession.

He asserted that the objective of the
syndicate was to restructure the phar-
macist profession for their benefit and
to change the current negative public
image of pharmacists.

Ham:as Moverment condemns
Arafat’s statement

An official at the Islamic Resistance
Movement Hamas issued the following
statement:

The Islamic Resistance Movement
(Hamas) expresses its great astonish-
ment and condemnation to the state-
ments of Mr. Yasser Arafar to Zionist
“Harts” newspaper, which consisted of
very serious stances that represented
new concessions added to the registry
of concessions Mr. Arafat has been pre-
senting until now since 1974,

The statement of Mr. Arafat means
the following:

1- Granting “The Zionist entity”, the
“Jewish characteristic”, which means
legitimizing the displacement of
Palestinians in the future because they
are not Jews.

2- Accepting the impracticality of the

return of the Palestinian refugees to
their lands, and therefore praising the
Geneva Document which dismisses
their right to return and subsequently
eliminating one of the pillars of the
Palestinian case.

3- Declaring the readiness to present
more land concessions in the West Bank
on the pretext of “Exchange of lands”.

4- Recognition of the Zionism domi-
nance of the so-called “Wailing Wall”,
meaning (Al-Baraq Wall).

Mr. Arafat is mistaken if he thinks
that more concessions will lead to any
change in the Zionism policy. On the
contrary, the more concessions the more
demanding Zionism becomes. We con-
firm that no one has the right to give any
concessions on the Palestinian people’s
primary rights.

Workshop on beekeeping

Ta1z BUREAU

Wednesday, June 23, Taiz- A work-
shop regarding regulating and organiz-
ing the profession of beekeepers was
held at the Rural Training Center in Taiz.

The 48 beekeepers involved in the
workshop representing all governorates
of the Republic gathered with the aim of
organizing the profession of beekeepers
in Yemen. The workshop was organized
by the Development and Bee-Raising
Project.

The project has been holding regular
training sessions, the latest of which
involved 30 trainees, in order to enhance
the role of society in preserving the qual-

ity of Yemeni honey and its high stan-
dard in the face of international compe-
tition.

The two-day workshop resulted in a
number of recommendations and sug-
gestions to sustain the high quality of
Yemeni honey. It was attended by Mr.
Mohamed Al-Ansi, Assistant
Undersecretary at Taiz Governorate,
Eng. Abdullah Al-Junaid, Director-
General of the Agriculture Office in
Taiz, Eng. Mukbel Al-Bhr, Director of
the Project and Eng. Jamal Abdul
Rahman, Director-General of the Public
Authority on Quality and Specification-
Taiz Branch, and a number of other
related officials.

| By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Yemeni Strategic Studies Center
has recently issued its 2003 strategic
report. The center, chaired by Dr.
Mohamed Afandi, one of leaders of the
Islah Party, was founded in 1996.

The report, prepared by an elite of
doctors and specialists consists of infor-
mation on a number of themes.

The first theme is concerned about the
start and advancement of economic
development, treasury bonds, privatiza-
tion, economic relations with the outside
world and Islamic banks.

The political section explained the
2003 parliamentary elections, the viola-
tions and shortcomings that took place,
and the legislative and executive author-
ities.

On the security front, the report elab-
orated the stance of Yemen regarding
terrorism in terms of defining terrorism

in Islamic legislation and international
law. It highlights terrorism cases in
Yemen that have taken place during
1990-2003, the assassinations of several
politicians, kidnappings and the stances
of political parties towards them. It
reviewed Yemen's participation in the
international campaign to combat terror-
ism before and after the September 11
incidents.

The report touches on technical and
vocational education, higher studies at
universities, and the remaining problems
and challenges facing education.

The report, in the rights and occupa-
tional freedoms section, explains the
related laws and legislation.

The report talks in great details about
Yemeni women’s social and political
activities and points out the number of
women registered for parliamentary and
local elections as well as the number of
women who run in those elections.

The report, in the media section,

Issuance of Yemen 2003 Strategic Report

refers to private and political party
newspapers and describes the develop-
ments that have taken place in this field,
and points out and analyses the stances
and rhetoric of newspapers in political
and partisan conflicts, while reviewing
recommendations to various media
organizations.

The culture chapter focuses on Sana’a
city, the Arab Cultural Capital 2004.

In the foreign section, the report refers
to the regional effects regarding the US
occupation of Iraq from various strategic
angles, and to the new US policies
toward the region and their direct and
indirect influences on regional regimes,
particularly on Yemen. It also highlights
the economic effects on Arab countries
in particular and on the world’s economy
in general of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

This report is the first report issued by
the center despite the availability of
many similar centers, some of which are
official.
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Readers’
Voice

Yemen Times features “Readers’ Voice”
a popular way for our readers to interact
with us. This is your opportunity to have a
say on world and local affairs.

This edition’s question:
Do you think Al-
Hothy’s appeal would
bring an end to Sadda
confrontations?
ncere

* Yes, if it is
* I don’t think so
* I’m not quite sure

last edition’s question:

Do you fear that use of excessive
military force —such as those in
Saadah —will lead to more

violence?
* Yes, it will lead to more violence
61%
= No, it will deter extremists
26%
* | don't know 13%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
\ and have your voice heard! ,

Taiz BUREAU

Marakesh, Morocco- More than 600
doctors from all over the world gath-
ered during the period 31 May to 3
June in Marakesh, Morocco.

Yemen was chosen to host the 10th
Conference of Arab Dermatologists
Association, which will be held in Taiz
in September 2006, in response to an
invitation from Dr. Mohamed Al-Sofi,
President of Taiz University, Dr.

Mohamed Al-Name, Minister of

mCoiiféi'ence of Arab
Dermatologists Association

Health and Population and the Yemeni
Association against Leprosy.

Dr. Yassin Abdul Aleem was chosen
to be the president of the 10t
Conference. More than 6000 doctors
are expected to attend.

Toward this end, the Minister of
Health and Population has issued
instructions to commence the prepara-
tions for the conference and to form
special commissions with designated
duties and missions to ensure the suc-
cess of the conference.

Thursday, June 24- The Association

| for Confronting the Effects of Qat,
| held a carnival during which it hon-

ored the students who contributed in
the success of the carnival, held on the
occasion of the 6th anniversary for the
foundation of the association.

The association, in addition to other
activities, honored alsc Dr. Mustafa
Al-Qais for his efforts in the associa-
tion's awareness programs on the dan-

| gers to chewing Qat, as he will soon

“Qat Does not Make Life”’ carnival

| Ta1z BUREAU

depart Yemen for his home country
Iraq.

The Chairman of the Association,
Mr. Shukri Al-Gharis, praised the
efforts of the students of both genders
who participated in the carnival. He
confirmed the continuous efforts of the
association to fight Qat until its total
eradication from the Yemeni society.

Dr. Abdullah Nasher, and from the
Faculty of Agriculture, Sana’a
University, Dr. Raneah Dokum and
other administrative personnel at the
association attended the carnival.

The Yemeni Female Media Forum
concluded on Wednesday June 23 its
second training session on developing
computer and internet skills for 30
females working at various media
organizations. The session was held at
Technology City, affiliated with the
Ministry of Telecommunication and
Information Technology.

At the end of the session, an
Electronic Network for Yemeni female
journalists was formed, in cooperation
with Roa, aiming at creating continu-
ous contacts among female journalists
on one hand, and with other female
journalists in the Arab and Muslim
countries on the other hand, in order to

Yemen female media fo.rum
concludes second session

enable them to interact with each other,
exchange of opinions and expertise,
and to be updated on problems and
obstacles facing them at their corpora-
tions so that they can react effectively
toward resolving common issues.

In other dimensions too, the forum
has signed an agreements with several
local and international organizations
working in Yemen to allow female
journalists to use their computers and
internet service free of charge includ-
ing the United Nations Information
Center, the Information Center of the
Ministry of Information and the
Information Institute for Training and
Integration.
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Friday morning Cairo Alexandria by' bus.

Wednesday Departure Sanaa for Cairo - Sstar hotel bed & breakfast.
 Thursday _| Cairo hotel free stay.
Friday Cruise schedule departure from Alexandria at 16:00 hours for MARMARIS =~
| Saturday Arrival MARMARIS port at 18:00 hours

| Sunday _| Departure from MARMARIS at 18:00 hours for ANTALAYA

Departure from BEIRUT 20:00 hours at ALEXSANDRIA

Monday v

Tuesday Arrival BEIRUT at 20:00 hours

Wednesday

Thursday Arrival in ALEXSANDRIA at 22:00 hours avernight
Friday

Child § 630 USD share parents room.
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Transfer by bus Cairo Alexandria — Alexandria Cairo

Rates are not include: transfer airport hotel airport in Cairo |
Optional tours in Turkey or Lebanon, any extra on cruise |

Sana’a.

VACANCIES

There are currently two vacancies available in a prestigious establishment in

The two vacancies are as follows:
1- A translator from Arabic to English: A person with some skills and
experience in translating from Arabic to English is required to fill in
this post. The candidate must be computer literate and will enjoy a
flexible working period (part-time).

A proof reader (preferably with an English mother tongue) to review
work that has been translated along with other English material. The
proof reader would only work twice a week and can work from the
convenience of his home if he/she has internet access.

To apply please call 71142599 as soon as possible




Mr. Eric Frager to Yemen Times

“I have established an association and

named it ¢ Le Cercle Franco-Yemenite

By YAHYA AL-OLFI
FORr YEMEN TIMES

— 1. Eric Frager aka
Eric Yahya is a
Frenchman deeply
involved with
. ¥V . Yemen. He has
supervised some projects in Yemen,
went through good and bad times and
is married to a Yemeni lady. He goes by
another Arab- French name “Eric
Yahya".

During the past few days I met Mr.
Eric Frager aka Eric Yahya, who I was
told was here to organize the Yemeni
contribution to THE ARAB MUSIC
FESTIVAL, which is sponsored by the
Institute of the Arab World in Paris.
Below are excerpts of the interview
conducted with him, hours before his
departure to Paris “The City Of
Demons And Angels” as described by
Ibrahim Nagi, a prominent Arab poet.

Q: Mr. Eric when was your first

Mr. Eric Frager

visit to Yemen?

A: [ was here during the eighties of
the past century and at the outset of the
nineties, I have gone through good and
bad moments in Yemen and promise
you here to highlight them in another

occasion if possible.

Q: We’ve heard that you are head-
ing a cultural association interested
in Yemeni culture; can you give us a
glimpse of it?

A: Being deeply interested in
Yemeni culture in general I have estab-
lished an association and named it “ Le
Cercle Franco-Yemenite”.

Q: Could you describe the cultur-
al event that has necessitated this
visit to Sana’a?

A: I am here to follow-up the partic-
ipation of the Yemeni singer Al-
Morshedi in a cultural event that is due
to take place on 19 June 2004.

Q: Al-Morshedi alone?

A: Well, you know that Al-Morshedi
is one of Yemen’s most prominent liv-
ing singers and of course he shall be
accompanied by Mr. Rushdi Abduljalil
and a band of musicians from
Hadramaout, although I had hoped for
the participation of others, who for one
reason or another, will not be able to

Violence against children

Breaking the silence...
strengthening responses

By Faumia AL-FOTIH
For THE YEMEN TIMES

- iolence against children
" is a social pattern found
in every country in the
world. It occurs in varied
situations, in innumer-
and in many different

able forms
degrees of severity. This violence may

range from killing, torture, and
exploitation to a deliberate act of pun-
ishment or just the impulsive reaction
of an irritated parent or teacher. In
every case, it is a breach of fundamen-
tal human rights principles.

Respect for human dignity and the
right to physical integrity are princi-
ples of universal application. Yet the
social and legal acceptance of different
forms of violence against children,
including the hitting and other humili-
ating forms of treatment of children by

adults persists in most countries of the
world.

Mr. Abdualkareem Al-Arahbi, the
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor,
delivered speech in which he said
“Violence against children is a wide-
spread phenomenon and we have start-
ed to accept it as a harmful social prob-
lem that should be dealt with.
Everybody knows that the government
has exerted many efforts in issuing the
necessary regulations and laws to pro-
tect children’s rights. Al-Arahbi fur-
ther explained “There are a number of
programs designed and now being
implemented in different dimensions.
Childhood has become an essential
issue for the government and the com-
munity. Fighting the violence against
children is a great challenge. So we
cannot depend completely on the state
to solve such problems, but also must
involve civil society organizations.”

The British
International School
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Ms. Nafisa Al-Jaefi, Secretary-
General of the Higher Council for
Motherhood and Childhood presented
a speech in which she welcomed the
governmental and non-governmental
bodies. Al-Jaefi said “Today we con-
duct a workshop to raise awareness
about violence against children
through which we shed light on the
various forms of violence practiced
against children as social problem.”

She further said “The Results of a
study in the field of violence against
children that was conducted with col-
laboration of the Higher Council for
Motherhood and Childhood, UNICEF,
WHO and Save the Children Sweden
will be introduced and displayed.
There are also local studies related to
violence against children conducted in
Lahj, Al-Mukla and Aden gover-
norates, which will be displayed as
well. That vividly reveals the rising
awareness of children rights.”

Elisabet Sundstrom, Advisor on
Violence and Abuse at Save the
Children Sweden, I think it is a very
positive step for the Deputy Minister
of Education to acknowledge that there
is violence in schools. I think there is
very good work being done by the
Higher Council for Motherhood and
Childhood. I am very happy that they
are very open here in Yemen to coop-
erate with NGOs.”

She concluded “I hope this work-
shop will end with some kind of com-
mittee recording everything that hap-
pens and which will work together
with the Ministry and Higher Council,
NGOs and agencies. It is not only to
address this issue but also hopefully to
build overall coordination.”

Mr. Abdualkareem  Al-Arahbi,
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor,
Mr. Abdualaziz bin Habtor, Deputy at
the Ministry of Education, along with
representatives of UNICEF, the World
Health Organization (Who) and Save
the Children Sweden attended the
workshop.

3%

show up.

Q: Your association is solely
involved in the preparation of this
project, or there are others?

A: In addition to “Le Cercle Franco-
Yemenite”, there is “CEFAS” headed
by Mr. Jean Lambert. As for sponsors,
there will be Yemenia and Tihama
Tractors amongst others.

Q: Which areas will receive the
revenue of this event?

A: Obviously there will be charity
sales and the revenue will be allocated
to assisting Yemeni students in France.

Q: Having visited Yemen in the
early eighties, what are your current
impressions?

A: Well, during the eighties Sana’a
was less crowded and the people had a
better standard of living. Nowadays I
have noticed that it has grown larger
and thus become more crowded. It
lacks the urban services necessary for a
city of such magnitude. Unfortunately,
the utilities present are designed for the
time being, not for the future. Projects
should be sustainable and last for a
long time to come. 1 hope that this
aspect will receive more attention.

Q: So, Bon voyage! And we are
awaiting your promise of a full inter-
view about your experience in Hajja
prison?

A: Well, O.K. d’accord.

Conclusion of
training session
on the status of

refugees

gt he training session for the

I: Yemeni media focusing on

. the 1951 Agreement and

1967 Protocol related to the situa-

tion of refugees, was held during 14-
16 June.

The trainees discussed the issue of
international protection and the role
of the United Nations High
Commission on Refugees, in addi-
tion to elaborating on the type of
protection available theoretically
and how to distinguish a legitimate
refugee from others. The session
reviewed some of the problems fac-
ing refugees in Yemen, and the
stances of the Yemeni government
and people toward refugees consid-
ering that Yemen hosts a large num-
ber of refugees, especially from
Somalia.

Mr. Khaled Fansah, the legal con-
sultant at UNHCR, presented a
detailed explanation of the stan-
dards, dimensions and definitions of
the 1951 Agreement and 1967
Protocol.

The participants pointed out the
importance of having a national law
that regulates the rights of refugees
and defines and determines the pre-
requisite conditions to obtain this
right.

The training session came follow-
ing the report that recently discussed
in Parliament, which cited violations
of refugees’ rights and crimes com-
mitted by some refugees in Yemen.
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He has declared himself in rebellion
against the state, the constitution and
the law. Al-Hothy supporters have also
looted a water project, depriving other
citizens and security forces of clean
drinking water.

Sheikh Al-Hothy has denied on
some satellite TV channels all the
above allegations and has confirmed
that the true motives behind the mili-

Dr. Mohamed Sayed Tantawi,
Sheikh of Al-Azhr, pointed out that one
must have the ability to adjust in one’s
rhetoric to changes at the local and
international levels whilst taking into
consideration a good sermon and its
ability to influence society.

During the days of the conference,
several working papers from Islamic
intellectuals were discussed with
emphasis on the importance of the

Al-Hothy appeals

tary campaign was because he is
adhering strongly to the slogan “Allah
Akbar (God is great), death to
America and Israel, victory to Islam
and the Muslim”. He pointed out that
the charges are official provocation
against him and aimed at mobilizing
soldiers and public opinion with false
rumors and that the true motives
behind the military campaign will be

Guidance Conference calls
for tolerance and modernization

modernization and renewal of Islamic
rhetoric to encourage moderation and
reject extremism and terrorism, which
are not by any means connected to
Islam.

This conference is considered the
first, following the terror incidents that
extremists have been carrying out in the
region in the name of Islamic Jihad,
which the conference rejects in part and
as a whole.

revealed in due course.

Sheikh Hussein Al-Hothy has sent a
hand-written letter addressed to
President Saleh through some media-
tors. Yemen Times obtained a copy of
the letter.

The letter states, “I have met with
Mr. Ghalid Al-Moaid, my brother
Yahya Badr Al-deen, and Shiekh Al-
Dahman and we talked about many
issues, including your displeasure
with me. This has astonished me since
I am certain that I have done nothing

that would have led to such a feeling.
I do not work against you, I appreciate
you and what you do tremendously,
but what I do is my solemn national
duty against the enemy of Islam and
the community... America and Israel.
I am by your side, so do not listen to
hypocrites and provocateurs, and trust

that I am more sincere and honest to

you than they are. When we meet, if
God is willing, I will talk to you about
matters that are of great concern to
you all. The brothers will explain to

you about the details of my meeting
with them.

A number of Yemeni religious fig-
ures who previously expressed their
discontent about Al-Hothy in the offi-
cial media are now expressing their
regret of the killings and destruction
inflicted on a number of villages and
the use of heavy weapons and war-
planes against weak citizens. They call
on President Saleh to intervene to halt
the fratricidal bloodshed and to order
the related authorities to end the mili-

tary campaign against citizens.

On their part, citizens of Mran
(Khulan Amer) and nearby regions
and the citizens from the devastated
areas in Saddah Governorate, in an
urgent appeal, call on international
and humanitarian organization to bear
their duties immediately and urgently
to end this unjust war and rescue thou-
sands of families who are under threat
as the ongoing war is demolishing
homes over the heads of children,
women and the elderly.

It's time to change to the best ...
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uerrillas launch

new Iraq

raids, US hunts Zarqawi

ARBIL, Iraq, June 26 (Reuters) - Six
guerrillas were killed in clashes on
Saturday in Bagquba, a town north of
Baghdad where fighters have proclaimed
loyalty to Jordanian militant Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, the U.S. military said.

Washington, which says Zargawi is
linked to al Qaeda and has masterminded
a series of deadly attacks in Iraq, said it
may have come close to killing the mili-
tant in an air strike on Friday on Falluja,
some 50 miles (30 km) west of Baghdad.

“He remains the number one target
inside this country. He is a very effective
terrorist,” said Brigadier General Mark
Kimmitt, deputy director of operations for
the U.S. military in Iraq.

Washington has put a $10 million price
on Zarqgawi’s head. '

In violence elsewhere, a car bomb
killed a man and wounded 40 people in
Iraq’s Kurdish city of Arbil on Saturday as
guerrillas kept up a bloody drive to derail
a U.S. handover to an interim Iragi gov-
ernment in four days’ time.

In Baquba, guerrillas attacked a build-
ing belonging to a moderate Shi'ite polit-
ical group, killing three guards.

Two other guards were wounded in the
attack on the office of the Supreme
Council for Islamic Revolution in Iraq in
the mixed Sunni-Shi'ite town.

Building blown up

Guerrillas also blew up a building used
by interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi’s
Iraqi National Accord party, police said.

Kimmitt said one of the six dead guer-
rillas was found with TNT strapped to his
body.

The U.S. military said an American sol-
dier died of his wounds overnight after an
ambush in Baghdad, bringing to 623 the
U.S. combat death toll in Iraq since last
year’s invasion to  topple Saddam
Hussein.

U.S. and Iraqi officials say they expect
more violence in the run-up to the June 30
handover. A string of attacks on Thursday
killed about 100 people in five cities.

A group led by Zarqawi claimed
responsibility for those attacks and on

Mahmoud Mohammed, culture minister in the Kurdish regional government and chairman of the Kurdish

Democratic Party for the city of Arbil, rests with light injuries in a hospital after a car bomb blast in the centre of the
northern Iraq city of Arbil June 26. A car bomb explosion killed a man and wounded 40 people in the Kurdish city of
Arbil on Saturday as insurgents kept up a bloody drive to derail Iraq’s transition to an interim government in four

days’ time. REUTERS
Friday U.S. planes bombed what the U.S.
military called a “known Zarqawi net-
work safe house” in Falluja.

A U.S.-led coalition official said
between 20 and 25 people were killed in
the air strike, the third on suspected

Zarqawi safe houses in Falluja this week.

Kimmitt told a news conference sever-
al cars were seen driving away from the
house after it was hit.

“I’s the coalition assessment that it
could have been Zarqawi and his key
leaders,” Kimmitt said. “It may not have
been. Only time will tell.”

House reduced to rubble

The house was reduced to rubble, but
one Falluja resident at the scene said no
one had been killed in the strike.

“l swear to God, nobody died here
except this rabbit,” said a man in an Arab
robe, dangling a dead rabbit in one hand.

Falluja’s tribal leaders denied on
Saturday that Zarqawi was in the town.

“This is a lie to excuse the strikes by

occupation planes on the houses of citi-
zens,” said a statement from the General
Council of Falluja Tribal Leaders.

It echoed earlier denials by militants in
Falluyja who said they needed no help
from foreign fighters to keep U.S. forces
out of their home town.

The blast in Arbil, some 350 km (220
miles) north of Baghdad, killed a shop-
keeper and wounded Mahmoud
Mohammed, culture minister in the
Kurdish regional government.

“It is like any terrorist attack. They
want to end peace and democracy. The
only language they know is violence.
They don’t want the situation to go well
for the Kurds,” he said.

Arbil relatively violence free

Arbil has been relatively free of trouble
since U.S.-led forces invaded Iraq last
year, though twin suicide attacks on
Kurdish party offices in February killed
more than 100 people.

In another attack in the north, gunmen

ambushed a police patrol some 30 km (19
miles) south of Kirkuk on Saturday,
killing one policeman and wounding
another, police said.

Zargawi, who has claimed responsibili-
ty for beheading an American and a South
Korean, threatened this week to assassi-
nate Allawi.

The Iraqi prime minister vowed in turn
that his country’s fledgling security forces
would crush Zargawi and other guerrillas
with the the help of a multinational force
of 160,000 mostly U.S. troops due to stay
after June 30.

Allawi has asked NATO to help train
Iraqi forces.

NATO nations settled a dispute over
how to respond to the call on Saturday,
averting a public row two days before the
opening of an alliance summit in Istanbul.

But NATO’s role in Irag will be a far
cry from the deployment of troops origi-
nally sought by Washington. France and
Germany, which opposed the Iraq war,
shot down that idea.

Egypt President has
successful back surgery:TV

CAIRO, June 26 (Reuters) -
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
had successful back surgery in
Germany on Saturday and has been
moved 1nto the recovery room, state
television reported.

Uncertainty over Mubarak’s health
has caused concern in Egypt, where the
7T6-year-old had not appointed a vice-
president, the usual route to power. He
has delegated his duties to Prime
Minister Atef Obeid during his
absence.

“The president was moved into the
operation room then the operation was
completed and the surgery ended suc-
cessfully thank God,” Health Minister
Mohamed Awad Afifi Tag el-Din told
Channel One on Saturday.

He added the president was current-
ly in the recovery room.

The German specialist treating the
president told the television channel

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak

that the physiotherapy Mubarak had
been undergoing for a slipped disc had
not relieved the pain as quickly as he
had expected, so he had advised
Mubarak to have an operation.

“This morning we told the president
about this and that he should have an
operation, and he agreed immediately,”
said Heinz-Michael Mayer in the tele-
vision report that was translated into
Arabic from English.

During the operation, Mayer said
doctors in the Munich Orthopaedic
Centre had located the problem and
had removed the cartilage that had
been putting pressure on the spine.

“President Mubarak...is in a very
good state and...tomorrow morning we
expected he will be able to move out of
bed and in the next few days he should
be able to walk,” said Mayer, who is
head of the Centre’s spinal unit.

REUTERS

Bomb explodes in Istanbul,
no one injured

e,

Turkish Navy underwater assault (SAT) commanos in an inflatable craft patrol past a Romanian frigate (R) and a Bulgarian

frigate anchored in the Bosphorus, Istanbul June 26. U.S. President George W. Bush and other leaders are expected to
arrive to attend the NATO summit in the heart of Istanbul, as the city anticipates anti-NATO demonstrations amid high

security. REUTERS

ISTANBUL, June 26 (Reuters) - A
bomb hanging from an Istanbul over-
pass exploded on Saturday in an appar-
ent anti-NATO protest as police secured
the area, but nobody was injured, state-
run Anatolian news agency reported.
The blast, the latest in a series of explo-
sions in Turkey, came amid heightened
security worries ahead of a NATO sum-
mit being held in the city on Monday
and Tuesday. U.S. President George W.
Bush is one of more than 40 world lead-
ers attending the summit. Those con-
cerns were also fanned by a report on
Saturday of a bomb blast in a hotel in the
southern resort of Alanya. But officials
subsequently said the explosion was due
to a gas explosion which caused a wall
to collapse and kill one woman.
Anatolian said police teams went to the
scene of the bombing in Istanbul after a

tip-off, halted traffic and were setting up
a security cordon when the device
exploded.

Abanner was also suspended from the
overpass and read “Murderer NATO".
Bomb disposal experts carried out a con-
trolled explosion of a second package
attached to the banner but no explosives
were found inside it.

Earlier this week there was a similar
blast on an overpass in the city which
injured one officer as he seized the
device, attached to an anti-NATO ban-
ner.

Security has been stepped up in
Turkey ahead of the Istanbul summit,
with police conducting searches of
pedestrians in the streets and searching
passengers on the road to the airport.

A bomb blast on an Istanbul bus killed
four people, including the bomber, and

wounded 21 others on Thursday in an
attack blamed on left-wing extremists.
Kurdish separatists and Islamic militants
are also active in Turkey.

Anatolian also said police had arrest-
ed a member of the rebel Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) suspected of com-
ing to Istanbul to carry out “sensational
acts”, along with four other people.

It said the suspect had carried out
armed actions for the PKK in southeast
Turkey and had been trained in camps
along the Iran-Iragi border.

Police also carried out a controlled
explosion of a package in a park in
Ankara. Bush will be staying in the cap-
ital on Saturday night. The package had
been made to look like a bomb but only
contained a stone wrapped in sheets of
newspaper, Anatolian said.

Burns calls Gaza pullout
“moment of opportunity’

RAMALLAH, West Bank, June 26
(Reuters) - A senior U.S. envoy on
Saturday urged Israel and the
Palestinians to fulfil commitments and

take advantage of the “moment of

opportunity” offered by the Israeli Gaza
pullout plan.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
William Burns spoke to reporters after
meeting Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qurie following talks with
Israeli leaders on the plan.

“We genuinely believe that this is a
moment of opportunity that none of us
can afford to miss,” Burns said. “The
Israclis and the Palestinians must fulfil
obligations in order to take advantage of
that.”

Burns was meecting Israeli and
Palestinians after the Middle East

Quartet lent support to an Egyptian ini-
tiative to promote the Israeli pullout by
pressuring Palestinians to reform their
security forces and offering training.
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
has won Cabinet support in principle for
the plan, which calls for the evacuation

of all 21 Jewish settlements in the Gaza
Strip and another four in the West Bank.
A second vote is necessary for imple-
mentation.

Egypt is also seeking a total ceasefire
to smooth the way for an Israeli with-
drawal.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat
told foreign diplomats that he was com-
mitted to a truce, at least during the
Olympics to be held in Greece from
Aug. 13-29.

“l announce our commitment and
respect of the Olympic truce,” said
Arafat, in reference to an ancient Greece
tradition in which hostilities ceased dur-
ing the games to allow athletes and spec-
tators to arrive at the festivities and
return safely.

Egyptian intelligence chief Omar
Suleimnan earlier this week gave Arafat
two months to make good on promises
to reform his security forces if Egypt is
to help the Palestinian Authority main-
tain law and order in Gaza after an
Israeli withdrawal.

Sharon has welcomed Egypt's

involvement in his Gaza disengagement
plan but has made clear he does not view
the Egyptians as mediators between
Israel and the Palestinians.

Egypt is demanding that Israel with-
draw from all of Gaza, including a corri-
dor along the Egyptian border, and com-
mit itself to fully implement the
Quartet’s “road map” peace plan calling
for the establishment of a Palestinian
state by 2005.

Burns said after meeting Qurie that
Washington was determined to help
“seize the opportunity presented by the
Israeli initiative to withdraw from Gaza
and parts of the West Bank as a step in
the full implementation of the road
map.”

Qurie told reporters he discussed the
Palestinian Authority’s security, eco-
nomic and administrative reforms with
Burns.

“We discussed our obligations as well
as those o the Israelis and the Quartet,”
Qurie said.

Israeli soldiers arrest a Palestinian stone thrower during clashes after a protest of Israeli and Palesti

ans against

the construction of Israel's controversial security barrier in the West Bank town of A-Ram June 26. REUTERS



Indonesia presidential
hopeftul says will fight gra

JAKARTA, June 26 (Reuters) -
Indonesia presidential hopeful Amien
Rais, battling to at least get to a run-off
race to lead the world’s fourth most
populous nation, told 100,000 support-
ers on Saturday he would fight hard
against graft if he wins.

Corruption is endemic to Indonesia,
according to independent groups, and
it is one of the top issues among the
five presidential candidates as the July
5 ballot date nears.

If no contender gets a majority in
that vote, a run-off between the top two
will be held in September.

Polls show Rais and vice presiden-
tial running mate Siswono
Yudhohusodo in a tight race with two
other tickets for second place. The sur-
veys’ leading pair, Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono and Jusuf Kalla, lack the
necessary majority to avoid a run-off.

“Both of us will work day and night
to uproot corruption from top to bot-
tom,” Rais, chief of Indonesia’s top
legislative body, told cheering support-
ers waving banners and posters.

They nearly filled the stands of
Indonesia’s largest stadium, which has
a capacity of 100.,000. Witnesses said
thousands more supporters stood on
the stadium grounds in sweltering
weather. Fire hoses sprayed water to
cool them off.

It was the biggest crowd any candi-
date has drawn so far in the presiden-
tial campaign that began June 1 in this
sprawling country of 220 million peo-
ple.

Rais, who once led 30-million strong
Muhammadivah, the country’s second-
largest Islamic group, urged voters to
give him an outright victory.

Rais is a moderate Muslim but his

A supporter of Indonesian presidential candidate Amien Rais at Bung Karno stadium attends an election campaign
rally in Jakarta June 26, 2004. Indonesia is due to hold its first direct presidential election on July 5. REUTERS

politics are more populist than some of
his competitors, regarded as likely to
stick closer to the pro-market econom-
ic reform line recommended by the
International Monetary Fund.

“We will not easily release state-
owned enterprises for sale to external
parties. And we will stop the mafia net-
work that has been chopping our for-
est,” Rais said, referring to the illegal
logging operations that have infuriated
environmental groups.

Part of the programme the country
has been pursuing under incumbent
President Megawati  Sukarnoputri
entails privatisation of state enterpris-
es, a number of which have been sold
to foreign interests or consortia that
include them.

Besides, former Security Minister
Yudhoyono and Megawati, Rais is also

competing with ex-armed forces chiel

Wiranto and incumbent Vice President
Hamzah Haz.

Businessman Lili Romli, 42, a Rais

supporter at the rally, said: “He is an |

honest man, bright and brave. I like
him because we come from the same
organisation, that is Muhammadiyah.”

Yudhoyono is scheduled to hold a
rally at the same stadium on Sunday.

More than 150 million Indonesians
are eligible to vote in July’s poll, the
country’s first direct presidential elec-
tion.

Pakistan’s prime minister
tenders resignation

ISLAMABAD, June 26 (Reuters) -
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Zafarullah
Khan Jamali offered to resign on
Saturday, party sources said. ending a 19-
month tenure during which he failed to
emerge from the shadows of the power-
ful military.

Jamali tendered his resignation after
meeting President General Pervez
Musharraf, and sources from Jamali's
pro-military party said a formal
announcement would be made at a meet-
ing of the Pakistan Muslim League later
on Saturday. 0

“He has resigned,” a senior PML
leader said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Analysts believe Musharraf has been
seeking to replace Jamali with a more
dynamic figure better able to to counter
parliamentary opposition and pursue his
reform programmes more aggressively.

Potential replacements for Jamali
include Commerce Minister Humayun
Akhtar Khan, a successful businessman
with close links to the military.

Parliamentary standoff

Musharraf has been locked in a bitter
standoff with members of the parliamen-
tary opposition, ranging from the exiled
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto to
a six-party conservative Islamic alliance.

The opposition complains that the

general has stifled democracy since he
took power in a bloodless coup in 1999,
when he ousted then Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, now also in exile. In the
latest political clash, the Islamic bloc
demanded that Musharraf fulfil his com-
mitment to step down as head of the
army by the end of the year.

The president has hinted he may not
honour a deal whereby he promised to
hand in his uniform in return for opposi-
tion support for controversial constitu-
tional amendments that gave him the
power to sack the prime minister and dis-
solve parliament.

Musharraf is a key player in U.S. for-
eign policy, dropping Pakistani support
for the Afghan Taliban in 2001 after the
September 11 attacks on the United
States that year and transferring hundreds
of al Qaeda suspects into U.S. custody.

Jamali’s resignation offer comes on
the eve of talks between Indian and
Pakistani bureaucrats in New Delhi, the
first time the neighbours have met to dis-
cuss their central Kashmir dispute since
leaders held unsuccessful talks in mid-
2001.

Political analysts said Jamali’s resig-
nation was unlikely to have a major
impact on the negotiations in the long
term or on Pakistan’s role in the war on
terror, since Musharraf controls key for-
eign policy decisions.

Pakistan prime minister Zafaullah Khan Jamali (L) meets his Pakistan
Muslim League party chief Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain in Islamabad in this

January 14.

REUTERS

Body of slain S.Korean
hostage arrives home

PUSAN, South Korea, June 26
(Reuters) - The body of Kim Sun-il,
the South Korean hostage who was
beheaded by militants in Iraq, arrived
in his home country on Saturday,
where his family has been waiting for
the corpse for a funeral.

A black Cadillac carried the coffin
of Kim to a hospital in the city of
Pusan from an airport at around 9 p.m.
(1200 GMT) together with his bag, CD
player, guitar and other belongings he
used during his one-year stay in Iraq.

A 33-year-old Arabic interpreter and
devout Christian who dreamed of mis-
sionary work in the Arab world, Kim
was decapitated after Seoul rejected
militants” demand to pull military

medics and engineers out of Iraq and
drop plans to send more troops.

Kim had planned to marry an Iraqi
woman, a local news agency reported.
He had been keen come home next
month to celebrate his father’s 70th
birthday.

As the coffin was taken from the car,
relatives, friends and other citizens
cried and wept, calling his name.

His body left Kuwait on Friday on a
U.S. military jet, and passed through
Dubai before arriving in Inchon
International Airport.

His younger sister, friends, South
Korea’s Foreign Minister Ban Ki-
moon and other government officials
held a brief mourning session at the

Honour guards carry the body of South Korean hostage Kim Sun-il upon its arrival at the airport in Pusan, about

airport in front of Kim's coffin
wrapped with the national flag.

His body was taken on a military
transport plane to fly to Pusan, his
hometown on the Southern tip of the
Korean peninsula.

Some 1.000 protesters gathered
around the hospital to mourn Kim and
rally against Seoul’s plan to send an
additional 3,000 troops to Iraq. Riot
police struggled to stop them from
entering the hospital.

Meanwhile, more than 5,000 people
gathered in the centre of the capital
Seoul to show their grief over the death
of Kim and stage a candle-lit protest
against the plan for more troops.

420 km (262 miles) southeast of Seoul June 26. Arabic-speaking interpreter Kim, who was an evangelical Christian
and had worked in Iraq for a year for a South Korean firm supplying the U.S. military, was decapitated by Muslim
militants in Iraq after Seoul rejected their demands to pull 670 South Korean military medics and engineers out of

Iraq and drop plans to send 3,000 troops.

REUTERS

Two die in attack on Afghan

women poll workers

An unidentified relative of a wounded woman sits by her bedside at a hospital in Jalalabad June 26. Three women

working to register voters for the Afghan elections were killed and 17 female election workers were wounded when
a bomb destroyed their bus in the eastern city of Jalalabad on Saturday, officials said. REUTERS

JALALABAD, Afghanistan, June 26
(Reuters) - A bomb killed two women
working for the U.N.-Afghan electoral
body and wounded nine female poll work-
ers and two children on Saturday, in one of
the worst attacks on preparations for
Afghanistan’s elections.

The Taliban quickly claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, which was a further
setback for President Hamid Karzai's
efforts to bring peace to a country U.S.
President George W. Bush has described
as a role model for Iraq.

The blast destroyed a bus in the eastern
city of Jalalabad which was taking the
Afghan women to register voters for the
polls scheduled for September, which the
Taliban and allied Islamic militants have
vowed to disrupt.

“We did this because we warned people
not to get involved in the election
process,” Taliban spokesman Abdul Latif
Hakimi said after contacting Reuters by
telephone. “This only strengthens the
foundations of the American-backed gov-
ernment.”

He said the guerrillas had also killed
two U.S. Marines in an ambush in the east-
ern province of Kunar on Thursday night,
but had released a Turk kidnapped in
March while working on a reconstruction
project, partly because he was a Muslim.

U.N. spokesman Manoel de Almeida e
Silva said the Jalalabad attack was proba-

bly aimed at discouraging women from
voting.

He said two women were killed while
three were in critical condition, along with
a child who was accompanying his moth-
er. He said nine women suffered lighter
injuries.

Earlier, he said a child was also killed
in the blast.

Jalalabad police chief Mohammad
Younis Noorzai said the bomb was planted
inside the minibus. “It was a locally hired
van and we have arrested the driver, who
was also wounded,” he said.

The U.N. spokesman said the number
of women registering in the eastern region
had been rising fast despite traditional
restrictions on women’s rights.

“They will not reach their goal,” he said
of the attackers.

The attack was just the latest on the
voter registration process and an upsurge
in militant violence in the run-up to the
polls has raised doubts as to whether they
can be held on time.

Slow registration of women
About 4.5 million of nearly 10 million
eligible voters have registered, but the
process has been slowed in the south and
east by militant violence. Female registra-
tion has lagged, partly due to problems
recruiting female workers.
The attack came just after Karzai

appealed to NATO on Friday to honour its
pledge to send more troops to protect the
presidential and parliamentary polls.

At a summit in Istanbul next week,
NATO is to announce that its 6,400-strong
peacekeeping force will take command of
four or five military-civilian reconstruc-
tion teams in northern Afghanistan and
deploy about 1,200 troops for the polls.

But this will fall short of at least 5,000
extra troops the government and the
United Nations say are needed, and the
deployments will be to relatively secure
areas, not to the south and east where mil-
itants are most active.

Analysts say Bush, Karzai’s main sup-
porter, wants a September poll so that he
has a foreign policy success to balance
against Iraq before his own re-election bid
in November.

Ahmad Nader Nadery of the Afghan
Independent Human Rights Commission
said the attack should be a “strong mes-
sage” to NATO.

“If the international community wants a
peaceful transition in Afghanistan, there
definitely needs to be an expansion of
NATO into more insecure places,” he said.

Until Saturday, at least 33 foreign and
Afghan aid workers had been killed in 18
months, severely disrupting aid and recon-
struction work, as well as hampering elec-
tion preparations.



Irish protesters invoke
Shakespeare to blitz Bush

A lone protester wears a hat with anti-Bush and anti-war badges during a peaceful protest outside Dromoland
Castle were U.S. President George W.Bush is a holding US-EU summit with Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern in

Ireland, June 26.

CLARECASTLE, Ireland, June 26
(Reuters) - Irish protesters used
Shakespeare to blitz George W. Bush on
Saturday, invoking Macbeth, a ghost and a
witchto cast a spell on the U.S. president
and drive him, symbolically at least, from
Irish soil. Some 500 demonstrators
marched on Dromoland Castle, the 16th
century fturreted mansion in western
Ireland where Bush was  meeting
European Union leaders for a summit.

When they were stopped at a police road

block, they staged their own version of

Shakespeare’s bloody Scottish tragedy.

First, a ghost with a whited-out face read
the names of U.S. soldiers killed in Irag.
Then a woman dressed as Lady Macbeth
read a list of Iraqi victims.

Finally, a woman dressed as a witch
with a black pointy hat and a flowing cape
cast a spell on a man wearing a Bush face
mask. The man crumpled to the floor as the
witch ordered him to leave Ireland and
end the occupation of Iraq.

REUTERS

with a quote from Macbeth, Shakespeare's
powerful drama of death, destruction and
ambition in feudal Scotland.

“There’s the smell of blood still,” read
the banner, on which was painted a gory
hand. “All the perfumes of Arabia will not
sweeien this little hand.”

Some 50 police officers watched the
drama unfold from behind their road-
block, just half a mile from the castle
where Bush was staying for the EU-U.S.
summit. The protest passed peacefully and
the crowd dispersed after around 90 min-
utes.

The staging of “MacBush™ was one of
several events organised by demonstrators
to show their anger with the president’s
visit.

Some 10,000 people marched through
Dublin on Friday night in opposition to
both U.S. policy in Iraq and Ireland’s deci-
sion to host Bush and allow U.S. jets to
refuel at one of its airports en route to the

Gulf.

Saturday before Bush leaves for Istanbul,
where he will attend a NATO summit.

The Irish have mounted a huge security
operation to protect the president, with
6,000 police and troops on the ground
backed by planes, helicopters, surface-to-
air missiles and tanks.

“One can only assume that if (Irish
Prime Minister) Bertie Ahern is prepared
to deploy tanks, he is also prepared to use
them on the Irish people,” said Roger Cole,
chairman of the Peace & Neutrality
Alliance protest group. “That is a dis-
grace.”

Bush'’s visit has contrasted sharply with
those of previous U.S. presidents who
were warmly welcomed in Ireland — par-
ticularly those with Irish roots.

John F. Kennedy was greeted with
almost religious fervour in 1963, Ronald
Reagan had a pub named after him in his
ancestral  village in Tipperary when he
came in 1994 and thousands of well wish-
ers greeted Bill Clinton when he came to

Likely next Chechnya head
promises no let-up in war

MOSCOW, June 26 (Reuters) -
Chechnya’s likely next president, Alu
Alkhanov, said on Saturday Russia
should stick to its hardline policy despite
a decade of failure in crushing guerrillas
in a spreading war.

Rebels killed almost 100 people this
week in their most spectacular attack for
years. The raid on Ingushetia, on
Chechnya’s western border, also
involved Ingush fighters, highlighting
how the war has infected adjacent areas.

But Chechen Interior Minister
Alkhanov, backed by the Kremlin to
replace the murdered regional president,
said there would be no new tactics in the
quest to crush the separatists.

“We do not have to rethink anything,
all our forces know their job, I do not see
the need for any change in tactics,” he
told reporters.

“There is no necessity to change any-
thing in the Chechen Republic, we just
need to strengthen our policies.”
Alkhanov, a career policeman, also has
the support of murdered president
Akhmad Kadyrov’s officials.

His backers include Kadyrov’s son
Ramzan, who controls a militia of thou-
sands of former rebels blamed for mass
murder and kidnappings.

‘With support from Chechen officials,
Ramzan’s militia and Moscow, he is
practically unassailable in the August 29
poll.

The separatists, who kill police and
troops daily, briefly ruled a de facto
independent Chechnya until President

Chechen Interior Minister Alu Alkhanov, a leading candidate to be next pres-
ident of Chechnya, speaks at a news conference in Moscow, June 26.
Alkhanov spoke on the situation in the Chechen Republic and measures
aimed at preventing terrorism. REUTERS

have their orders from international ter-  destroyed property would be paid to

Vladimir Putin sent troops into the
region in 1999 for the second time since
the collapse of Soviet rule.

Putin has refused calls by liberals and
some Western leaders to negotiate with
the separatists whom he has linked to
international terrorists.

The rebels are led by former President
Aslan Maskhadov and warlord Shamil
Basayev. Alkhanov promised to secure
their capture.

“Maskhadov and Basayev would not

rorist organisations,” he said. “Work to
detain them is continuing, I do not want
to say it will happen tomorrow or the
next day, but sooner or later the problem
will be resolved,” he said, hinting that
the rebels were also securing support
from the West. “The West's secret serv-
ices are very interested in the Caucasus,
especially the North Caucasus,” he
added.

He said policies implemented by
Kadyrov’s government were showing

39,000 people by the year's end, and
that the rebel forces had been reduced to
a rump.

“No one knows exactly how many
fighters there are, but our information
shows there are a few hundred.

Their numbers are not increasing, and
every day they are going down,” he said.

Chechen activists disagree, pointing
to army statements showing that many
of those detained are teenagers who
clearly joined the rebels after 1999.

The protesters held up a banner adorned

Further protests were expected later on  Dublin.

come to any (peace) talks, because they ~ success, that compensation for

For The Second Time

SOCOTRA CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT
Environment Protection Authority
Post advertisement:

Terrestrial Ecology Officer (TEQO)

Indicative terms of reference: \
Socofra Conservation and development programme (SCDP - www.socotraisland.org), is seeking a dynamic and |
motivated individual with background in ecology, botany, zoology natural sciences or related topics, to join and support f
the EPA terrestrial research team as a technical staff in the istand of Socotra. :
The TEO will work under the direction and the guidance of the team leader of the EPA terrestrial ecology research section |
{Socotra), and shall have the following broad responsibilities:

. provide assistance and technical support to the EPA Socotra multidisciplinary team of terrestrial

ecology researchers.

participate in and support the EPA’s long-term ecological monitoring program overall the archipelago. This
entails a wide range of tasks including botanical surveys, herbarium preparation and maintenance, zoology
and taxonomy research, coliection of samples and field expeditions in Socotra and in the outer islands,
computer-based data analysis, report writing and GIS data handling.

Interact with National and international scientists and experts of government and non-government agencies
and universities who are working with the EPA and SCDP fowards the protection of the terrestrial biodiversity
of the Socotra archipelago.

Contribute to the work of other sections of the EPA and SCDP team in the island (environmental awareness,
marine ecology, protected areas management, environmental impact assessments, ecotourism,

community development, support to local NGOs and Socotra Conservation Fund, water resources
management, support to the health sector, local governance, etc.), as requested by line management.

Qualifications:
Appﬁcants should possess the following key qualifications:
; bachelor of Science degree in relevant topics, or two years of college courses, or equivalent combination

of education and practical experience.
good spoken and written English and Arabic
full immediate availability and demonstrated lack of any other employment
willingness to be posted full-time in Socotra, and to spend a significant amount of time working in demanding
field conditions, with frequent in-island travel and camping outdoor as required.
good knowledge of terrestrial ecology and principles of wildlife conservation.
computer literacy (MS office, databases, GIS).
Ability to work effectively within the context of a large national and international team.
good communication and interpersonal skills.
Yemeni nationality. Applicants from Socotra island will be given priority consideration.

Conditions of Employment:

The initial appointment will be for one year and will include an initial three months probation period. Contractis renewable
for up to 4 years, based on annual performance evaluation. A competitive salary and benefits package will be offered |

on t he basis of qualifications and experience. Duty station: Hadibu, Socotra island. The SCDP is an equal opportunity
employer.
Applicants should submit, b* June 2nd 2004, an application letter in English language describing their interest in the
position advertised and curriculum vitae (in English) by fax or email to:
Socotra Conservation and Development Program, Coordination Unit; Ministry of Water and Environment,
Sana’a, Yemen; Tel: +967-1-425 310; Fax: +967-1-425 309:
email: scdp@y.net.ye

SOCOTRA CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT
Environment Protection Authority
Post advertisement:

Marine Ecology Officer (MEQ)

Indicative terms of reference: \

Socotra Conservation and development programme (SCDP — www.socotraisland.org), is seeking a dynamic and|

molivated individual with background in marine ecology, fisheries, biclogy, natural sciences or related topics, to join 77

support the EPA terrestrial research team as a technical staff in the island of Socotra.

The MEO will work under the direction and the guidance of the team leader of the EPA marine research section (Socotra)

and shall have the following broad responsibilities:

. provide assistance and technical support to the EPA Socotra multidisciplinary team of marine researchers,

. participate in and support the EPA's long-term marine monitoring program over all the archipelago. This entails
a wide range of tasks including marine surveys, fisheries data collection, marine specimens collection i
preparation and maintenance, marine zoology and taxonomy research, scuba-diving and collection of samples
and field expeditions in Socotra and in the outer islands, computer-based data analysis, report writing and
GIS data handiing.

Interact with National and international scientists and experts of government and non-government agencies
and universities who are working with the EPA and SCDP towards the protection of the marine biodiversity of
the Socotra archipelago.

Contribute to the work of other sections of the EPA and SCDP team in the island (environmental

awareness, terestrial ecology, protected areas management, environmental impact assessments,
ecotourism, community development, support to local NGOs and Socotra Conservation Fund, water resources |
management, support to the health sector, local governance, etc.), as requested by line management.

Qualifications:

Applicants should possess the following key qualifications:

1. bachelor of Science degree in relevant topics, or two years of college courses, or equivalent combination of
education and practical experience.

2 good spoken and written English and Arabic

3. full immediate availability and demonstrated lack of any other employment

4 willingness to be posted fuli-time in Socotra, and to spend a significant amount of time working in
demanding field conditions, with frequent in-island travel and camping outdoor as required.
good knowiedge of marine ecology and principles of marine wildlife conservation
computer literacy (MS office, databases, GIS)
Ability to work effectively within the context of a large national and international team
good communication and interpersonal skills
Yemeni nationality. Applicants from Socotra island will be given priority consideration.

Conditions of Employment:

The initial appointment will be for one year and will include an initial three months probation period. Contract is
renewable for up to 4 years, based on annual performance evaluation. A competitive salary and benefits package will
be offered on t he basis of qualifications and experience. Duty station: Hadibu, Socotra island. The SCDP is an equal
opportunity employer.

Applicants should submit, by June 2nd 2004, an application letter in English language describing their interest in the
position advertised and curriculum vitae (in English) by fax or email to:

Socotra Conservation and Development Program, Coordination Unit; Ministry of Water and Environment,
Sana’a, Yemen. Tel: +967-1-425 310, Fax: +967-1-425 309;
email: scdp@y.net.ye

.
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Words of Wisdom

It is my belief that terrorism will be something with
which we are destined to live, and it will be a main
feature of the 21st century. It is therefore important
for our universities and specialized institutes to
offer studies on it. If our world is to grow more
open and to ensure cooperation among all, we
should also try to address the grievances of all

members of society.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Sagqaf, (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

| Development is |
 possible only when |
| time is valued |

_he value of time is best appreciated in developed |
' countries. It is unfortunate that in Arab countries, |
particularly in Yemen, time is given the least |
importance, and then we wonder why we are far |
behind. |

. Qat: the enemy of time :
i In Yemen, we suffer from an evil disease called ‘qat’. By |
| chewing gat for many hours in the afternoons until late at |
| night, we are wasting valuable time that could have been |
i used for many other more useful activities. In Sanaa and |
L other cities, it is common to find men lying on the street side- |
| walks chewing gat, doing absolutely nothing useful. They |
| pass time talking with each other and watching passers by. |
 This is indeed a dangerous indication that our population is |
i becoming a burden on, more than a source of help for, the [§
E country’s development.

E Employees and vacations i
| 1t is quite obvious that the value of time not recognized by §
| many government employees, who take one vacation after §
i another, and tend to escape their working environment for a {§
| cup of tea or for a chat with another employee somewhere in
| the corridors. This has become a widely accepted culture in
| government offices, but it is also of grave consequence for
i the pace of life and development in the country.

[ So many cases of frustrated investors, for instance, have f§
i been reported as those investors are faced by stagnant gov- |§
| ernmental procedures that are very slow and painfully
i bureaucratic. Eventually, the papers get processed after many |§
i days or weeks, or the investor loses patience and ends his {§
| plans for investment in the country.
This is a direct negative consequence of the disregard of §
| time. :

| A few examples .
| There are very few examples of Yemeni leaders in their fields §
| that are examples of the appropriate and efficient utilization |
i of time. The institutions run by those few individuals are §
i more like beehives in which all employees work in a dedi- §
| cated and efficient matter. This consequently results in a pos- §
| itive reputation for the services of this institution. '
| Among those individuals —in the government sector- that I
| would like to mention gladly is Engineer Abdulmalik Al-
i Muallimi, who is the current Minister of Telecommunication
| & Information Technology. He has proven himself worthy of
| the post of minister and surpassed many expectations in the §
| hard work and dedication he has demonstrated. ;
| This has —as suggested earlier- indeed proven to be the vital |
| element which made the ministry one of the most active and |
| well-appreciated for its fabulous role in promoting commu-
| nication related services and projects. ;
i The least one could do is hope that others would take this |
| minister as an example for his appreciation of and respect for |
| time. ]

Prerequisite for a prosperous Yemen ]
L The efficient utilization of time is essential for Yemen to |
L progress and become prosperous. This can start with a slow f§
L but gradual process to introduce a culture of appreciation of ff
E time. This can only be achieved if proper and long-term

E strategies are applied in schools, the media, government, and
i other sectors to emphasize the value of time and if dedicated §
| people like Mr. Muallimi are appreciated
i and encouraged.
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Reforms and Modernization in Yemen (2)

Lessons and experiments

BY PrOF. ABDUL AZ1Z AL-TARB
For THE YEMEN TIMES

=~ wrote in last week'’s issue about the
 beginning of a new era that has
. begun in Yemen that witnesses
- more focus on internal matters and
b genuine work for reforms aiming at
the achievement of comprehensive
reforms. This era requires of all of us col-
lective and intense efforts in all fields since
what we are seeking is not limited reforms
or humble or modest accomplishments,
but rather comprehensive work at the local
and national levels.

We could learn from the lessons and
experiments of others when we seek to
implement modemization and reform in
Yemen.

Romania has been able to accomplish a
large proportion of the prerequisite condi-
tions for joining the European Union in the
social, political and economic fields. The
date to join the European Union has been
set for 2007. The set of reform operations
carried out by Romania in order to meet
conditions for membership in the
European Union represents a practical
experiment that could be of great benefit,
if it were studied and analyzed, in the
Yemeni experiment.

Also, what happened in the Federal
Republic of Russia is near a miracle con-
sidering the situations following the col-

i lapse of the USSR and the complete dete-
§ rioration that had reached all aspects of
§ life, which negatively affected the stature

of Russia on the international level.

i Russia, following the collapse of the

Soviet Union, seemed as a regional coun-
try of moderate or limited power, despite
its immense nuclear capabilities and eco-

] nomic potential that could make her the
# second power after the United States of

America.

Russia witnessed a chaotic situation
without precedent and complete collapse,
famine in some parts, not to mention the
prevalence of corruption, bribery, theft and
a high level of organized crime. Living
conditions deteriorated to the degree that
many scientists sought job opportunities
abroad for better living opportunities.
Many people expected that Russia would
never rise up again while several regional
and international powers sought to get a
piece of the pie: a portion of the fading
empire. Needlessly to mention the march-
es of poor and desperate Russian residents
and the flight of many scientists and
youths to other foreign countries seeking
better living opportunities, many of whom
ended up having jobs that were degrading
and unsuitable for citizens of a superpow-
er that had been for four decades the sec-
ond pole in the bipolar world system.

President Putin achieved tremendous
progress in various fields to prevent a
complete collapse and in putting a limit to
Russia’s setbacks. He admitted the deteri-
orating situation his country had reached,
and he installed a clearly-defined set of
plans to handle and to treat the problems
encountered. He quickly regained control
and restored discipline to the state’s vari-
ous corporations. He has gradually but
steadily regained also the state’s powerful
image internationally. Moreover, during
this period, he was able to strengthen the
country’s economy and to create an atmos-
phere for the flow of foreign investments
to the level that Russia achieved a surplus
of 47 billion USD in the commercial bal-
ance as Russia’s experts reached 107 bil-
lion, whilst imports were valued at only 60
billion USD.

The examples are many. Egypt has sent
to jail a former governor and a former
finance minister on corruption charges for
7 and 10 years respectively. Other officials

and banks’ chairmen are awaiting trials.
The fight against corruption is also taking
place in Syria and Bahrain.

The Asian Tigers provide other well-
known examples of similar reform and
development.

To make it clearer, we are with
President Saleh, “Hand in hand for the
development and construction of the coun-
try”, as the Yemen Times magazine’s says.
In order to clarify the dimensions of the
reforms and modernization we call for, I
clearly say that Yemen has achieved a rea-
sonable degree of success in development
and modernization. It has successfully
accomplished genuine development
noticeable to ordinary citizens in fields
such as the country’s in roads and telecom-
munication infrastructure, but it is still
short in the education, health, vocational
training, agricultural marketing and a
modern administrative system.

The political will is essential as well as
the intention to commence a true reform
operation in various fields through select-
ing qualified officials, personalities and
dignitaries, known for their honesty,
integrity, loyalty and sincerity who are
committed to be accountable for the con-
sequences of their actions and to carry out
transparently their missions to serve the
best interest of country and to realise the
ambitions of the President.

The Republic of Yemen will not be able
to rise up to reach its appropriate stature
without the collective efforts of all, where
everyone carries his or her duty and job
properly with the conviction that good
deeds receive appropriate merit and bad
deeds are met by the appropriate punish-
ment. Furthermore, the Government will
always need the support of the private sec-
tor to contribute its share to the develop-
ment and building of the country toward
genuinely comprehensive development.

Agony of

By ABDUL KARIM AL-HUBAISHI
For THE YEMEN TIMES

.he Arab world will always
' remains the Arab world, and
make no illusion that the 22
Arab states with their ineffec-
tive Arab League that repre-
sents them will maintain this name,
regardless of the fervent attempts to
rename it as the bigger or smaller Middle
East.

In the past decades, since the forceful
occupation of East Jerusalem, the West
Bank and the Golan Heights, this divided
nation has worked hard to end the Israeli
occupation and genocide against the
defenseless Palestinians, by resorting to
the authority of the UN and the muliilat-
eral consent of the international commu-
nity, who gave its verdict in the famous
resolution 242, ordering Israel to end its
occupation.  Unfortunately, resolution
242 constituted for Israel and America
nothing more than a joke. In the follow-
ing decades the Arabs were drawn to pro-
longed deceptive negotiations sponsored
by the US known as the Mid-East peace
process, the aim of which was to gain

§ time to change the facts on the ground by

pushing out more Palestinians from their

§ homes and farms and replacing them with

imported settlers who now occupy the
thousands of settlements which cover all
of the part of Palestine occupied in1967.
All built simultaneously with ongoing
deceptive US-sponsored mid-east peace
process. After changing the facts on the
ground, changing Palestinians homes and

the two occupations

farmlands into alien settlements,
President Bush’s ugly statement came up
in the face of the anguished Palestinians
“Palestinians have to accept the reality on
the ground”.

The most appalling and outrageously
heart-sickening issue in the Arab world,
irrespective of their national affiliations
and border divisions from the Atlantic
coast to the southern tip of the Arabian
Peninsula, is the striking symmetry of the
two occupations and effect of mixed sad-
ness and anger that overcomes them
when they watch the gruesome atrocities
on the TV happening in both occupied
Palestine and Iraq. The intimidated Arab
regimes watch these abuses of power and
war crimes are ruthlessly committed
against their brethren without daring to
say a word. On the other hand, the
astounded international community who
expected an Arab reaction also opted to
watch quietly. Some European politicians
openly stated that they cannot be expect-
ed to be more Arab than the Arabs who
are silent.

This political vacuum of the Arabs fur-
ther encouraged what is now the merged
administration of Bush and Sharon to
escalate their human rights abuses and
genocide beyond imagined limits, which
in turn has driven a deep wedge of hatred
between the Arabs and the American peo-
ple.

I was appalled and greaty shocked
when I heard the news of the brutal exe-
cution of the American hostage in
Riyadh, having in mind the shock of his
family and friends when they received

the news, which has also shocked the
Arab world who are not used to see such
savage acts. However, I was even more
shocked when I watched on the evening
news of that same day an American F-16
missile strike on residential housing in
Falluja, in which more than 22 Iraqi civil-
ians were killed. Their bodies were being
dragged out from the rubble and among
them women and children. One should
ponder, whether an American or Arab,
which of the incidents has a greater mag-
nitude of savagery.

America has been a friend to the Arab
region and the Arabs were proud of that
positive peaceful relationship. The fact is
that the good America we have known is
hijacked. Many prominent American fig-
ures have spelled out this before me. It is
hijacked by an invincible virus called the
Zionist lobby, which holds a tight grip on
the giant’s economic, media, and deci-
sion-making arteries. The lobby is always
working in the dark shadows with no
known leadership. Nowadays it is mani-
fest when we see President Bush, Colin
Powell and Dick Cheney giving their
allegiances to Israel in front of crowds of
Aipac members. The rank and file of the
Zionist lobby who are the key players in
the Bush administriation are mainly Jews
who have shed their Jewish names to
adopt new Christian names like George
and Johnson. Their goal is to direct the
superpower’s global military reach to the
Arab world to which they have an histor-
ical hatred. May God bless America and
may God save America from the evil of
the Zionist lobby.

Free Abu

Certainly there are actions of

Head oﬂ‘ic s

Telephone: +967 (1) 268-661
Fax: +967 (1) 268-276

_B.-Q. Box 2579, Sana'a

Emai!* yementxmm@ymenhmes.mm
Website: http://www. yemeut:mu.cam L

- P' 0'.&0&:'1&83 :

_?ullcies.

offices of the newspaper.

&‘ﬂe‘bﬂ{ Tak Buvenu Chier: | Hodeldah Buern aw,r

- Aden Bureau Chief: : imad Ahmed Abdullah  Imad Ahmed Abduliah
Ridhwan Alawi Ahmed Tel: +967 (4) 217-156  Telefax: +967 (3) 206-886
Tel: +967 (2) 347057, M46596; Telefax: £967 (4) 217-157 : :
Fl!_i: +967 (2) 33_17-056 P.O.Box: 5686, Taiz i

Email: ytaden@y.netye  Email: itaiz@ynetye

Regmna} I)ism'butors o

KS.\ - Qatar (Doha): . Dubai: :
Saudi Du:mimtmn CQ Dar Al- Sharq ?mmng Dar AI-H‘km&

 Jeddah, Tb] 6330009 P\tha‘hmg TEE 009“]906‘!89”8
“Thx: 6053 Dristribition P 0. Box 2007

P O Bux' 13195 Tel: 4654265, S
5 Fax: 4661865

Ghraib prisoners
ver a thousand people

# have been released from
the Abu Ghraib prison. If they
were guilty, then why were
they set free? If they were
innocent, then why were they
detained in the first place?

All  prisoners, whether
American or Iraqi, military or
civilian, deserve to be free
from torture.

Chuck Mann
Mannpyllis@aol.com

Northern Cypriot
to visit Yemen

7“arman Al-Khalidi’s nice
Marticle  “A Glimpse at
Northern Cyprus” reminds me
about another and longer arti-
cle I read about Yemen with its
interesting occupants who cre-
ated marvelously architected
towns, delicious meals and

unique drinks.

‘While the mentioned article
may arouse interest of some
Yemenites to visit my country,
it worked already vice versa
and awakened my interest to
visit Yemen.

Cavit Tahir Gelenler
cavittg@yahoo.com

Objection to
Samer’s cartoon

‘want express my sincere
B disappointment and sadness
at the publication of the recent
cartoon by Samer in Issue 748,
Volume 13. It depicts a man
we are to assume is Jewish by
the Star of David on his shirt
(only the Nazis required Jews
to have a Star on their shirt),
but who is drawn to be ugly
and vicious (greeting the door
with a drawn knife). The letter
carrier has a letter marked
“The Human” and the Jewish

man says “We don’t have any-
one with such a name.”

The obvious message from
this is that Jews are not human,
but rather a rapacious, ugly
sub-human. [s this the opinion
of the Yemen Times that Jews
are not human? Has the
Yemen Times considered that
this is the same type of propa-
ganda used by neo-Nazis
today, the same neo-Nazis
who also hate Arabs? This is
dangerous, because it legit-
imizes hate.

Furthermore, it is un-
Islamic. I showed this cartoon
to a Muslim friend, who found
it outrageous. All of the
prophets before Muhammad
(PBUH) were Jews. Were
they not human?

Or perhaps Samer wants to
say that Jews today are not
human because of the actions
of the Israeli government.

the Israeli government that
deserve condemnation - even
the Israelis criticize their gov-
ernment - see
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen
/spages/440541.html

But are there not govern-
ments of all ethnic groups that
have acted in an immoral
way? Are the governments of
the Arab countries universally
good? Are all Jews responsi-
ble for the actions of the cur-
rent Israeli government?

Let us move on from this
destructive insulting cartoon,
recognize our common
humanity, and work together
to create a world of peace and
justice. I hope The Yemen
Times can see the wisdom of
this, and repudiate the mes-
sage of this cartoon.

Charles Esser
chz_sr@yahoo.com

By Hassan Al-Haifi

A Blessing for Israel

e ith the June 30 deadline approaching for
- the “handover” of Iraq to a provisional
Iraqi Government, with the idea that Iraq
is now regaining its sovereignty, albeit in
US neo-con vocabulary or double-politic
Imgo, 1t mlght be worthwhile to look at the socio-economic
arithmetic that has surfaced from the Iragi mess. This would
obviously entail a brief review of the winners and losers out
of this predicament that is bound to have regional and inter-
national repercussions for some time to come.

In more ways than one, the observer is inclined to be lead
to the conclusion that the ill conceived, poorly planned
American misadventure in Iraq has so far shown more losers
than winners amongst the various stakeholders, whether they
are directly involved or simply part of the “collateral dam-
age”. Even the Americans, who have been gulled to embark
on a major escapade, of significant military engagement
with poor assessment of risks and unclear perceptions as to
the ramifications involved and the outcomes to be expected
are not reaping noticeable gains, with a clear detraction of
moral astuteness in the conduct of foreign policy never
before known in the exercise of US foreign policy. For all
intents and purposes, one is satisfied in assuming that there
are still unclear rationales that seem to be of importance to
those in the present US White House Administration, for
going through such an immense effort to mislead even the
American people themselves to such awesome commit-
ments. We have yet to find comfort in any contentions by
the sponsors of the Iraqi War and trying to look for answers
in ideological persuasions is no less confusing. This tangent
from responsible superpower behavior has yet to shed con-
vincing light as to the “returns” hoped to realize from an
American perspective, if we can rule out the few economic
interests that will always thrive on a war setting, which in
itself is simply not enough to be assumed as a logical justi-
fication for all this mayhem. With the American rationale
for the war effort so fuzzy, one is tempted to seek some
extraordinary forebodings that induced the United States to
side track from the legitimate war on terror, which the whole
world would have liked to take part in without hesitation,
had the early momentum generated by 9/11 been fully taken
advantage of.

It is no secret that up to now, the Israelis are the first to
gain from the situation in Iraq, regardless of its short-term
and long-term results for the major role player and they are
not hesitating one bit on making sure that their gains are sus-
tainable and extended. It is no secret that those leading per-
sonnel in the Bush Administration are staunch supporters for
the Zionist state and it is surely to the credit of Israeli intel-
ligence that much of the picture for the WMD rationale for
the war is derived. The Israelis have more calculated rea-
sons for enticing the present setting in the region. For one
thing, the Israelis were troubled by the rise of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the obviously effective influential role
in the region Iran has wrested for itself. Israel regards Iran
as its ideological anti-thesis. Thus, an American indefinite
presence in Iraq would serve as relaxing buffer from any
eminent direct threat from Iran. The Israelis have worked
diligently in persuading the United States government and
public of the “Islamic” threat to western civilizations, espe-
cially that coming from Iran. The strongly pro-Israel press
in the United States spared no effort in constantly projecting
a demonic posture for Iran, even though there is no real tan-
gible evidence to support such an image, when recalling the
rather sensible behavior that Iran has shown since the
Khomeini Revolution removed the despotic regime of the
Shah. Needless to say, the challenges overcome by the
Revolutionary regime have even made Iran the more fright-
ening to Israel and to even some of her fellow Moslem and
Arab states. Thus, this factor is a strong possible rationale
for believing that Israel was strongly involved in persuading
the US to get bogged down in Iraq, as subtle as the effort
may have been.

So, what is Israel making out of this adventure? Israel has
been given a free hand in more ways than one to be present
in the Iragi theater. With sovereign decisions in the hands of
the Americans now and for some time to come, the Israelis
were quick to establish their presence. There are now over
250 Israeli firms with varying degrees of activity. Not sur-
prisingly, many of these firms are owned or run by “former”
Israeli officials, many of whom hail from the defense and
security establishment in Israel. Needless to say, the Iragis
were not allowed to counter such an entry, since most Iragis
would obviously not be so enthusiastic about such an influx,
especially as Iraq does not yet have any formal relations with
Israel. Yet, the Americans in Iraq are persevering in impos-
ing this open presence of the Israelis, without regards to the
obvious unfavorable reactions of most Iragis to this imposi-
tion of a country that has yet to prove its desire to live in
mutual cohesion with the very people it has uprooted out of
their land, let alone its neighbors. Moreover, the Israeli
secret police is active throughout Iraq and are seeking to
make ethnic integration impossible, with their active prod-
ding of Kurdish nationalism. On the other hand, the recent
troubles that Israel has caused for Turkey are indeed raising
eyebrows among neighbors with whom Israel does enjoy
some normalcy in relation. So when Turkey begins to make
an issue of this meddling in Kurdish affairs, Turkey starts to
witness a series of “bombings” that are of dubious back-
grounds. The message is clear, Israel will insist on continu-
ing to give everyone in the region a hard time, because, it
first of all does not want to see countries like Turkey ever
gain prominence in western eyes and second of all it can
count on American cushioning to engage in any activities,
open or clandestine that will serve its desire at monopolizing
power in the region and dictating its will.

Of course, the biggest looser has been Iraq. For close to a
year and a half, the Iragis have watched helplessly as all
semblances of normal secure lives is wrenched away from
them without any apparent rest from the mayhem in the fore-
seeable future or even in the long run.
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By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

newly issued study on
population says that
popular  density in
Yemen doubles the rate
B M. poverty, crimes and
social problems at a time the govern-
ment is preparing to conduct the census
next December.

The study pointed out that the
process of economic and social devel-
opment impacts with slowness of
achieving tangible progress in question
of family organization. Information is
still inaccurate in the field of health,
agriculture, education, water, electrici-
ty, in addition to determination of a
map defining the population needs.
The study ascribed the causes in the
slowness of the development process
to the increase in rates of population
growth that affects the government
plans with floundering in providing
requirements of the population.

The study has made it clear that a
30% of women use methods of family
planning, a matter affecting the rise of
population inflation proportion espe-
cially after the total population size has
reached at 19 million people at present
compared to 4 million people in 1950.
50 percent of the population is under

Popular density doubles,

Poverty, crimes and
social problems

the 15 years of age while 80% of them
live in the rural areas. It is expected
that the population volume would be
35 million people in 2025.

In parallel to that the study indicated
that the agricultural area would get
reduced from 2.6 billion hectares to 1.2
billion hectares associated with deteri-
oration in the level of productivity of
arable lands. It is therefore the govern-
ment is attaching hope to the next cen-
sus to gather accurate statements on the
population and heads for encouraging
the agriculture of strategic crops such
as coffee, cotton and wheat. The study
also indicates that Yemen would in ten
years need the provision of 8 million
tons of cereals every year while at
present it does not produce but 248
thousand tons against a consumption
volume reaching around two million
tons a year.

The study has further mentioned
stressed that Yemen would be at the
threshold of a food crisis if it continued
this productive situation as it is up till
now.

The said study warned against the
existing variance in the process of pop-
ulation distribution. The Yemeni popu-
lation of 19 million people is distrib-
uted as follows: 13.9% of the people in
the governorate of Taiz which compris-

es of 9 districts, 12.4% in the gover-
norate of Ibb consisting of 20 districts,
12.1% in the governorate of Sana’a
with 10 districts, in Hudeida gover-
norate, with 26 districts, the population
rate is 11.1%, in Hajah of 24 districts
the population rate is 8%, in Dhamar it
is 6.6% and in Al-Muhra it is 0, 7%.
The difference in population density
is between 4385 people in a square
kilometer in Sana’a and two people in
a square kilometer in the governorate
of Al Muhra. This imbalance in popu-
lation distribution has increased the

average of poverty. The percentage of

those people living on less one dollar
per day is 45.2% in 1998 while the
population increase has led to that 200
thousand people are yearly joining the
labour market under an unemployment
growth rate reaching 4% a year.

For all the above reasons the govern-
ment is trying by the process of census
to reach accurate data on the volume of
population and their distribution in
order to work for finishing develop-
ment plans according to correct infor-
mation helping the accomplishment of
projects assisting the execution of serv-
ices and developmental projects in the
country and containing crimes result-
ing from population increase, as well
as finding solutions for their causes.

Growth of Yemen’s
exports to Asian

all

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

. here has been a substan-
_tial growth in Yemen’s
exports to Asian and
Arab markets in many

..  various commodities and
products. Products and commodities

such as fish, honey, coffee, vegeta-
bles, fruits, cigarettes and medicines
are the main articles of exports.

Figures issued by the ministry of
planning and international coopera-
tion mention that the total value of
Yemeni exports to Asian and Arab
markets IN 2002 amounted to YR
551.4 billion with a growth amount of
YR 103.1 compared to the previous
year.

Yemeni exports of to non-Arab

Zeitpunkt eine Stelle als

zu besetzen
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Sana’a

Arab markets

Asian markets occupied the first place
out of the total exports reaching a pro-
portion of 80.5%. Yemen markets its
exports of oil, leather, scraps, coffee
and fish to China, Thailand, India,
South Korea, Singapore, Philippines,
Malaysia, and Japan.

Arab countries come in the second
place of Yemeni exports by a rate of
12.5% and the main commodities
exported to them are fish, honey, cof-
fee, vegetables, fruits, cigarettes and
medicines. As for the American coun-
tries, they occupy the third place for
Yemeni exports by a proportion of
1.7% and Yemen's exports to them
have in 2003 risen to YR 11.764 mil-
lion. The United States of America is
considered the most important of the
countries that especially import from
Yemen the oil, fish and coffee.

The European group comes in the
fourth place as the proportion of
Yemen’s exports to its members has
amounted to 2.6% with a value of YR
12.825 million. The fifth place in
Yemeni exports is taken by African
countries by a proportion of 1.2%
with a value of YR 7.909 million.

However, Yemen imports from
Arab countries the highest rates of
imported goods by a rate of 41.3%.
The more important countries Yemen
imports from are the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Oman, Egypt and Jordan. Concerning
Yemen imports from other countries,
the Asian countries occupy the second
place, the European group the third,
and the American countries the fourth.

Data mention that the balance of
trade between Yemen and other
groups is tilted in favour of those
countries and the Yemeni government
is still planning to increase its external
exports.

US Dollar
Sterling Pound
Euro

Saudi Rial
Kuwaiti Dinar
UAE Dirhem
Egyptian Pound
Bahraini Dinar
Qatari Rial
Jordanian Dinar
Omani Rial
Swiss Franc
Swedish Crown
Japanese Yen

Buying
184.5900
338.1800
223.3600
49.2200
626.1500
50.2600
29.7000
489.6400
50.7000
260.3500
479.4900
147.9300
24.4200
1.7033

Exchange Rate fo
the Yemeni Rial

Selling
184.7800
338.5400
223.6100
49.2800
626.8300
50.3100
29.7300
480.1700
50.7600
260.6300
480.0100
148.0900
24.4500
1.7052

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

Increased numbers of unemployed workforce, one of the problems of high rate of population density
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Yemeni-Singaporeans organised the
first Arab Festival in the tiny
Southeast Asian city state

By Joun R. BRADLEY*
SINGAPORE
For THE YEMEN TIMES

rab Singaporeans still
maintain very close
contacts with their rela-
tives back in Yemen,
. where most of them
originally come from, and last week
the first Arab Festival in Singapore cel-
ebrated these common historical roots.

The festival was organmised by Mr
Ameen Talib, the Yemeni-Singaporean
proprietor of Cafe Le Caire on Arab
Street, and The Arab Association
Singapore.

The week-long event, which attract-
ed more than 20,000 visitors, included
performances by local Arab pop band
Al-Wahada, belly dancers, a shopping
bazaar, heritage tours and a series of
lectures.

‘We wanted to create greater aware-
ness of the Arab community and cul-
ture in Singapore,” said Mr Talib.

‘And we wanted to undermine
stereotypes about Arabs that some-
times get portrayed in the media. Arabs
are fun-loving. We like to have a good
time. We're just like everyone else,” he
told Al-Ahram Weekly.

When Stamford Raffles founded
Singapore in 1819, he hoped to attract
Arab traders, long the most vigorous,
most travelled businessmen - from the
East Indies to Africa. Raffles anticipat-
ed a rapid growth in Arab immigration,
and his blueprint for Singapore includ-
ed provisions for an Arab district.

In giving instructions to a Singapore
housing commiitee in 1822, he stated:
‘The Arab population would require
every consideration. No situation will
be more appropriate for them than the
vicinity of the Sultan’s residence.’

The old part of Singapore centred on
Arab Street, Baghdad Street and
Muscat Street, where the festival took
place, still offers an intriguing glimpse
into the Muslim way of life.

The area is dominated by the gold
dome of the Sultan Mosque - and Arab
Street itself is a riot of colourful tex-
tiles from all over Asia and the Middle
East, and home to a growing number of
Arab-themed restaurants and coffee
shops.

The Arab Association Singapore
believes that the local Arab population
numbers about 10,000. The association
became an officially registered volun-
tary organisation in 1946. The objec-
tives then were to promote and
enhance Islam as well as the use of
Arabic language.

Also, the association has taken the
responsibility for promoting better
understanding among Arabs and other
races in Singapore through education-
al, cultural, social, arts and sports
activities, as well as through coopera-
tion and affiliation with other bodies
with similar objectives and interests.

By the time the association was
founded, the Arab traders were the
wealthiest community in Singapore -
and you do not have to look far to find
evidence of how their civilising influ-
ence contributed to the city’s develop-

Yemeni Singaporeans in one of their activities

ment.

Syed Ali Mohammed Al-Juneid, for
instance, donated a large plot of land
near Victoria and Arab Streets to Tan
Tock Seng’s hospital.

He also built public wells across
town to provide free water, at a time
when none was being supplied by the
municipality.

The Al-Juneid family - after whom
Aljunied Road is named - made large
donations to the construction of the
Town Hall (now the Victoria Memorial
and Concert Hall), while paying for the
building of public bridges.

The Al-Kaff footbridge on the
Singapore River takes its name from
another prominent Arab family, which
built the first Japanese Gardens opened
to the public before the World War II
(where the Sennett private housing
estate is today).

The Alkaff mosque still stands near-
by.

That not all of the festival’s partici-
pants were Arabs is a clear sign that,
even for many among the latest gener-
ation of non-Arab Singaporeans, the
Arab legacy in the city is still impor-

tant.

Local architect Kelvin Ang set up a
display of photographs he took while
on a recent trip to Yemen. ‘I wanted to
reveal to Singaporeans the beauty of
the place and of the people I met in
Yemen, to give people an image and
also to dispel stereotypes,” he told Al-
Ahram Weekly.

‘I think of all the places in Singapore
that bear the mark of the works of the
pioneering Arab families, and how this
contribution should be acknowledged.
Especially now, we need to dispel the
stereotypes that we have of each other.
My fellow citizens who are Arab
should feel proud of who they are and
what they have contributed to our
country.’

It is no small irony, in the light of the
growing influence of radical Arab ide-
ology in the region, that the moderate
Yemeni-Singaporean community here
says it is now facing an identity crisis.
This is partly because Yemeni-
Singaporeans have stopped sending
their children back there. but also
because the newest generation does not
speak Arabic.

At least during the Arab Festival
they got a taste of where their forefa-
thers grew up, when a little bit of
Yemen was recreated on their
doorstep.

* John R. Bradley, formerly manag-
ing editor of Arab News, Jeddah, is
author of the forthcoming book, Saudi
Arabia Exposed: Princes, Paupers &
Politics in the Wahhabi Kingdom. His
website is www.johnrbradley.com.

Can child labor
be eradicated
in the world?

By FarmMaA AL-AJEL
For THE YEMEN TIMES

 hild  labor has been
- defined as any work any-
where. It is easy fo see
children working in facto-
#ries, shops and in the
streets. The streets, in the end, are the
place where most children work. They
work as sellers and road-sweepers.
Most of the child laborers are under 14
years of age.

There are over 1,000,000 child
workers in the world. Children mainly
find employment. Child laborers are
often paid very little for long hours of
labor. They accept this situation
because they need money to support
their family, and sometimes they are
not paid at all. Most of child workers
take jobs on false promises of high pay,
but when they work, they face reality.
In addition to that, most of these chil-
dren work in terrible conditions with
low wages and poor food and shelter.
They fall prey to various diseases,
especially lung-disease and breathing
problems because most of the child
workers labor in factories or in the
streets.

There are many reasons for child
labor, but the chief reason for child
labor is the poverty of the people.
Child labor is considered an extra hand
to supplement the family income.
These children, under 14 years of age,
find a job easier than those in middle
age, so many families force their chil-
dren to labor.

Another reason is that many children
have no chance to study or be educat-
ed, so they remain illiterate and come
to accept work anywhere. They have

no aim for their life or future. They
work just to get money and that is
enough. Most of these children work in
factories, shops or even work in the
street to sell anything, wash the cars or
sweep the roads. These places are very
dangerous places for children.

A further reason is that many fami-
lies force their children to work as
beggars. These families believe that
the beggars get a lot of money quickly
with few difficulties, regardless on the
children’s feeling, personalities or their
future. People are careless about what
their children will be in the future.
They grow up to become criminals as
robbers, burglars or shop lifers.

When one asks who is responsible
for the growth of child labor, the fami-
ly, society and the government share
the blame. Firstly, the family must take
care of their children. Also, society and
the government must work together to
solve this problem. It is spread
throughout the world. Everyday sees
new faces working or begging in the
streets. Secondly, the government
should introduce comprehensive laws
regarding child labor and prohibit the
employment of children under 18 years
of age. Society must coordinate with
government to build enough schools
for the large number of children.

However, the solution to the child
labor problem is in the hands of the
government that may support families
to teach their children and then devel-
op the society. The government should
help working children pursue their
studies to have a proper education and
learn a skill that would enable them to
survive. At this time, children will con-
tribute to develop their positions in the
society and improve their countries.

Ekhwan Thabit School

Wasn’t built day

By Faumia ArL-FoTiH
For THE YEMEN TIMES

few years ago no one
had heard about Ekhwan
Thabit  School. But
today it has become one
B of the best schools and
one of the most prominent educational
edifices in Sana’a belongs to Al-
Sabeen area.

One, who knew Ekhwan Thabit
School 5 years ago would not recog-
nise it today.

One who visits Ekhwan Thabit
School will have an impression that it
is a new-established institution.
However, it 1s not new at all! .

The school today is for girls but
once it was for boys!

Many questions have come to my
mind. So to fulfill my curiosity, I went
there and met the school headmistress,
teachers and guards.

Somia Shajera, a teacher “Ekhwan
Thabit school was very dirty and a
rubbish dump. The rubbish was every-
where. Most of the school’s windows
and doors were broken. Even the
teachers seemed as is they were not
real teachers. It was as if we were liv-
ing in a zoo. There was no system at
all. It was impossible to find system
until Amatalslam Al-Koli, the head-
mistress, came and beautifully
changed everything.”

She added “Once [ preferred to
teach in a village rather than teaching
in Ekhwan Thabit. Frankly speaking,
now the difference is vast. The school
was lacked even a tree. Now, thank
God, the school has become organized
and it is now on everyone’s tongue.

She further said “The guards were
careless. You could not find them in
their places regularly. Entering and
leaving school was possible at any
time. Anyone could enter the school,
and you felt you were not in an educa-
tional institution. Now everything has
been changed. You can find the guards
in their proper places during working
hours and there is a system to enter or
leave the school. In short, there is a
great tremendous change between
Ekhwan Thabit yesterday and Ekhwan
Thabit today.”

Hassan Ali Al-Syakhie, school
guard, said “School was completely
ruined; doors and windows were bro-
ken and bathrooms were very dirty.
There wasn’t a single tree in the
school. Now the school is cleaner, pro-

School students gaherin in th couya

vided with doors and windows and
beautified with trees as you see in
front of you.”

“We used to fight with parents but
now there is stability and parents have
started to understand the law and regu-
lations. When the headmistress took
over the school, parents strongly
opposed that as they wanted the school
to be for boys instead for girls.
However, the headmistress,
Amatalsam, wisely convinced them.
We struggled to make this a good
place.”

We met the headmistress, Ms.
Amatalslam Al-Kholi, “First Ekhwan
Thabit School was a boys’ high school
and we were in Al-Shami school for
girls and were so close to Ekhwan
Thabit. Naturally, it created and
caused many moral problems and
harassments, and instead of teaching
we were so busy solving those prob-
lems and preventing harassment. [ was
obligated to put an end to all this. So I
frankly displayed this case in front of
the Ministry of Education and in the
end they made Al-Shami school an
elementary school and changed
Ekhwan Thabit to a girls’ school, and
took the boys to another school.”

About the beginning in Ekhwan
Thabit Ms. Al-Kholi said T along with
my staff and students moved from AL-
Shami to Ekhwan Thabit and when we
first came to Ekhwan Thabit School all
we found was indifference and I found
it a desert. I did not know how they
were teaching then. There was no

archive for students’ files or official
documents. It was a big battle to
change. It took time to fix doors, win-

dows, bathrooms, classrooms and
repaint the school. It was a really hard
job.”

About the needs of the school she
said “The school is only two floors and
we have noticed the crowded classes
as an increasing number of girls want
to continue their education in school
near to their residence. So we wish we
could add another floor. We also need
to update the laboratory as we don’t
want our students to study theoretical-
ly, we want them to practice. We also
need computers, as they are the only
communication tool of today. Our
library is short of books and I think we
have to pay attention to students in this
age and let them become accustomed
to reading and independent research.”

The sad thing is about the school,
Ms. Amatalslam Al-Kholi said, is that
“The school is deprived from any sup-
port or help as it carries a commercial
name. My school is not treated equally
with public schools. So we are
deprived of many things because of
this false thought. We really do not
receive any support from the people
the name of whom the school carries.
At the same time I cannot forget that
here there are some personalities that
always offer their help, such
Abduallah Al-Basheer. But what I
want to emphasise here is that all the
things you see here are our own
efforts™


http://www.johnrbradley.com

A protected
heaven in Yemen

By ENG ALl A. AL-FADEEL,
DG, PMA & CZM ProjecT

= emen enjoys important
~and rich biological
diversity, both in its
fauna and flora. Many
B parts of the country con-
tain globally important plant and ani-
mal species, many of which are found
only in Yemen. The country has, there-
fore, received international recogni-
tion. The richness in species number
and diversity and international recog-
nition initiated the establishment of
protected areas in many parts.

The Government of Yemen has
received a grant from the Global
Environmental Facility (GEF), under
the supervision of the World Bank, to
establish a plan for the management of
four areas prior to declaring them as
protected. The affected areas are:

1- Bura’a forest in Al Hudaidah
Governorate.

2- Hawf Forest
Governorate.

3-  Sharma-Jethmun
Hadhramout Governorate.

4- Belhaf-Burum coast in Shabwa

in Al Mahra

coast in

The Government of
Yemen has received a
grant from the Global

Environmental
Facility (GEF), under
the supervision of the

World Bank, to

establish a plan for
the management of
four areas

Hawf Forest in Al Mahra Governorate.

Shawran lake, Bir Ali

Bura’a forest in Al Hudaidah Governorate

Bura’a forest in Al Hudaidah Governorate

constrains

and Hadhramout Governorates.

The project is implemented by the
Protected Areas and Coastal Zone
Management Project (PAM & CZM
Project) through the Environment
Protection Authority.

A supervision mission from the
World Bank is visiting Yemen during
the period 22 - 29 June 2004. A pro-
gram is prepared for the mission to
hold meetings with project staff, offi-
cials from concerned ministries and
other stakeholders to discuss various
issues related to the project, including
progress and constraints facing the
project.

The Forest of Bura’a

This forest is located on the edges
of Wadi Rijaf, Bura’a District in Al
Hudaidah Governorate. It covers an
area of 4100 ha, and contains a wide
biological diversity, especially in its
flora. The forest receives a substantial
quantity of rainfall, resulting in a thick
sub-tropical forest. Several species of
birds have been reported to occur in
this forest. It is also one of the few
areas of Yemen where one can see
large numbers of baboons foraging in
the trees.

Hawf Forest

This unique forest is located in the
eastern part of the country, adjacent to
the boarders with Oman. It is located
in a mountainous area that covers an
area of 30,000 ha. It is characterized
by a wet and foggy period during sum-
mer and early fall months. Several
species of plants, including orchids,
have been recorded in this forest.

Sharma-Jethmun coastal area

This coast is located in Hadhramout
Governorates and extends for 50 Km.
This coast is a globally important site
for sea turtle nesting. At least three
species of turtles have been reported
to visit this area during July -
September every year to lay their
eggs.

Belhaf-Burum coastal area

This is a long coastal zone that
extends for 75 Km from Belhaf in
Shabwa Governorate to Burum in
Hadhranout Governorate. It is rich in
coral reefs and various colorful fish
species, in addition to mangrove trees.

The PAM&CZM Project aims to
prepare a management plan by hiring
specialized international and national
consultants. The consultants are con-
ducting field studies in the above-
mentioned areas and conducting train-
ing seminars and workshops for local
communities and representatives of
stakeholders. These studies and train-
ing seminars will form the basis for
protected areas in Yemen.

Achievements

Several studies have been conduct-
ed by the consultant consortiums in
Bura’a and Hawf Protected Areas.
These include the following:

I- Community based management
plan.

2- Training needs assessment report.

3- Land tenure, legal studies and
economic opportunities report.

4- Eco-tourism strategy and action
plan.

5- Biodiversity management plan.

6- Natural resource.

7- Socio-economic studies.

Activities in the coastal zones are
still ongoing because of delay in sign-
ing the contract with the consultants.

Constraints

The project has experienced several
and difficulties which
resulted in delays
and lags in imple-
menting activities in
the field. These are
due to certain inter-
national events con-
| nected to the
September 11 attacks
| and the war against
Iraq. Nevertheless, it
is anticipated that all
activities will be fin-
ished by the end of
December 2004.
Each consulting con-
sortium will then
submit a final report,
which will include
all outcomes. These
are hoped to form the
basis for protected
areas in Yemen.

REQUEST FOR
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR PREQUALIFICATION

BRITISH EMBASSY, SANA’A,
YEMEN

Foreign &
Commonwealth
Office

Her Britannic Majesty’s British Government intends to build a new Embassy in Sana’a, on
a 10,000 m® site on the Al-Diary Sheraton Ring Road and seeks expressions of interest from
Class ‘A’ (or Equivalent) building contractors (or constructors) wishing to pre-qualify to
tender for the civil, structural, mechanical and electrical works.

The new Embassy will be approximately 1200m? (gross internal floor area) on two floors and will
include extensive external works within the site boundary comprising perimeter walling, roads,
pavings, terracing and landscaping.

Tender documents including detailed design drawings and bills of quantities will be released to
pre-qualified Contractors later this year (September/October) and construction is intended to
commence early in 2005 following a short period of mobilisation. The construction programme
will be 12 months, and completion is anticipated early in 2006.

Only contractors who have recent previous experience of constructing similar high quality
projects in Yemen or neighbouring countries acting in the capacity of main contractor are invited

to apply.

Responses, in English should be submitted by the Company or Joint Venture (hereafter referred
to as ‘the Company’) strictly in accordance with the following criteria, which will be used by the
Selection Panel in the UK to assess suitability for pre-qualification. In the event of a Joint Venture
response it shall be clearly stated which Party’s documentation is being adopted by the Joint
Venture:

* Name of Trading Company or Joint Venture making the request for pre-qualification.

* Copy of company Registration/Trading Certification in Yemen.

* In the event that the Company is not currently registered in Yemen, what action will be
taken to register and by when.

* In the case of a Joint Venture, a copy of the Joint Venture Agreement signed and dated by
all parties and endorsed for this specific Project.

* Previous similar projects in Yemen and surrounding countries completed within the last
10 years given Contract Value, Date of Commencement and Completion, Client contact
details (for taking up references) and photographs if possible.

* Copy of last three years’ audited Financial Accounts including Balance Sheets and
Profit/Loss Accounts signed by the company Secretary and Auditor. (In the case of Joint
Ventures, this information will be required by all Joint Venture parties).

¢ Statement of Current Capacity to undertake the work in accordance with the quality and
completion requirements detailed below.

*  Copy of Quality Assurance Certification or Company Quality Control method Statement.

* Copy of Company Operational Health and Safety Procedures.

*  Method Statement detailing how you would ensure that high quality construction will be
achieved whilst maintaining contract completion within the stipulated period (12 months)
without compromising health and safety standards.

*  CV’s (limited to maximum of two A4 pages for each CV) of the following personnel who
will be assigned to the project.

- Contracts Manager

Site Agent (Manager)

Site Engineers (Mechanical, Electrical and Structural)
- Quality Control Supervisor
- Health and Safety Supervisor

* Relevant Corporate Literature (Note: irrelevant literature will be disregarded).

* The pre-qualification submission should be signed by the authorised signatory of the
Company or Joint Venture and their role clearly stated.

The British Government’s foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) will be the Employer under
the terms of their Standard form of Contract (GC/Works). The FCO will provide a full time Clerk
of works for the entire duration of the project including the Mobilisation Period and Post
Completion Client Fit-out Period.

An Assessment Panel in London comprising (inter alia) the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Project Sponsor, the project manager and the Design Team Leader will assess the expressions of
interest submitted in response to this pre-qualification advertisement.

The Assessment Panel may disregard respondents who do not comply strictly with the above
criteria, or who provide excessive superfluous pre-qualification material or who do not provide
all information requested.

One Original and one Authenticated Copy in A4 format of the Expressions of Interest should be
submitted to:

Her Britannic Majesty’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Estate Strategy Unit

Apollo House (17" Floor)

36 Wellesley Road

Croydon CRO 9 YA

United Kingdom

Attn. Mr. K. Hutchings (Project Sponsor)

To arrive not later than 12.00 noon on 28" July 2004

Any queries during the preparation of the Expression of Interest should be sent by email to the
Project Manager, Gleeds; alan.turner @gleeds.co.uk
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Historical greatness,
gdiachronic trends
and main challenges
of Yemen

By PrOF. DR. MUHAMMAD
SHAMSADDIN MEGALOMMATIS
mhmd7shams7meg @yahoo.fr
For THE YEMEN TIMES

~ince Napoleonic France
attempted to act as successor
to Imperial Rome, Czarist
. Russia  and the USSR
* behaved always as the Third
Romt: (survivor of the 1453 fallen
Constantinople), and last but not least
Nader Shah of Iran was acting inspired
by Darius and Shapur I, there would not
be any mistake if Yemen would take into
consideration the historical pillars of its
natural expansion, and envision an
appropriate, a genuinely Yemenite,
future for itself and the surrounding
area.

The diachronic imperial method and
approach to expansion can apply to
smaller countries as well, and if the
proper study 15 carried out, all the targets
can be materialized through peaceful
conversation, consultation and the com-
mon desire for 5. Of course, this
would displease colonial powers that
want the colomzed African and Asiatic
countries to be cont ir‘-nmw!} absorbed in

vain campaigns and in imp{uwihlc fake

visions, but too b them! There are
many in ous .\,iau‘. that the
future must exist for all without any dis
crimination!

Arabia and Yemen as distinguished
by the Periplus of the Red Sea.

In a previous feature, we had the
opportunity to follow the anonymous
author of the Ist century CE text in his
description of the Yemenite colonial
presence in Azania, i. e. the Eastern
African coast, in the south of the Horn
of Africa, and up to the area of today’s
Dar es Salam in Tanzania. He did so,
while describing the navigation from
Suez down to Rhapta, on today’s
Tanzanian coast.

Starting by paragraph 19 of his text,
the author describes the navigation at
the Eastern edge of the Red Sea. He
refers to Leuke Kome (“White Town™)
as the first harbour and port of call on
the sailor’s way to the south. Since the
departure i1s given not from Arsinoe
(Suez) but Myos Hormos (the Mouse's
Bay), which corresponds to al Ghardaq

Hurghada in the Egyptian Red Sea
coast, and the distance mentioned is
1000 to 1500 stadia (1 stadium equals
185 m), we deduce that Leuke Kome
must be 1dentified as the modern coastal
town Al Wadjh.

The text refers to the Roman military
presence (“ekatontarchos™: a centurion,
officer leading 100 Roman soldiers),
Roman fiscal presence (“paraleptes tes
tetartes’™: a customs officer dispatched in
order to get 25% of the passing mer-
chandise as tax), as well as a land road
to the Aramaic Nabatacan capital
Rekem / Petra of King Malichus (cer-
tainly Malichus I1). The Roman gar-
risons ensured safety for the land trade,
since the main part of the merchandises
(sent to Rekem and further on to
Jerusalem, Damascus, Antioch, or
Palmyra) was transported from Yemen
by sea to Leuke Kome. Who were the
inhabitants of that place? Since Leuke
Kome does NOT belong to *Arabia’, we
can deduce that they were probably
Aramaeans, possibly of the highly civi-
lized Nabataean branch, since the text
makes a striking differentiation between
them and the Arab inhabitants of the
coast immediately in the south of Leuke
Kome.

According to the Periplus of the Red
Sea, civilization ends at Leuke Kome,
and starts again around Mouza that is in
the modern Yemenite Red Sea coast.
What lies between them is the realm of
Arab barbarism according to the author
of the text (paragraph 20), which reads
as follows:

“Immediately after this port (Leuke
Kome) starts Arabia, which is extended
alongside a large part of the Red Sea. It
is inhabited by various peoples and
tribes, whose languages differ either a
little or totally. The coastal zone features
many groups of huts of the fish—eaters,
whereas the inland includes hamlets and

progres
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pastures, being inhabited by a people
who speak two languages and have a
perverted character. These people rob
those who deviate from their sailing just
in the muddle of the sea, and come near-
by their coasts. They arrest all the ship-
wrecked, so that they make later use of
them as captives. That is why the Kings
of Yemen attack them, and hold many of
them as prisoners. They are called
Canraites (note: this is the single time
this term was used in Ancient Greek lit-
erature). Truly, any sort of navigation
nearby the coast of Arabia is particular-
ly dangerous, and this area is character-
ized by a lack of ports and offers few
possibilities of anchorage, being full of
perilous rocks, difficult of reach because
of the rocky precipices, and awful from
any viewpoinl. That is why when we sail
south, we navigate in the open sea, and
as fast as possible, until we reach the
Katakekavmene Neso  (‘Scorched
Island’). Immediately after that island,
there are plenty of lands inhabited by
civilized people, who have large cattle,
and use camels for their trade and trans-

does not come before the middle of the
8th century, and emanates from
Assyrian — Babylonian Cuneiform
sources. Then come references in
Ancient Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Aramaic,
and so on. But the only way all these
various peoples, namely the Assyrians,
the Babylonians, the Hebrews, the
Greeks, the Aramaeans and the Romans,
could view the peoples and the states of
ancient Yemen was a purely topographi-
cal — geographical one: Yemenites were
‘beyond the Arabs’, their land was far-
off, and one should first cross Arab
lands to reach Yemenites.

This way the confusion started
between the terms ‘Arab’ and ‘Saba’,
‘Himyar’, etc. The generic term “Arab’
started being attributed to all the
Yemenites as well. At the end, the entire
peninsula was called Arabic! The cultur-
al and civilisational distinction between
Yemenites and Arabs was however
clear, as we observed already in the
aforementioned text of the Periplus, but
the term Arabic was prevalent for gener-
ic references to Ancient Yemenites.

portation™.

Here we are already among the 2. Confused terms: Arabic and
ancient Yemenites! Persian  Gulfs,
T h e Red Sea in the
Katakekavmene MOd&’rﬂ A?‘ab past and at pres-
Island can be iden- $os s * ent
tfied with Farasan  [POLLIICIANS WISRING " ... 1
islands, a slightly : Egyptians  had
north  of  the 1o Call the Persr’an very limited pres-
oamec™me Gulf “Arabic Gulf™ oo vt

rline. e Se oast, anc

text enters then make many Meroe — the great

paragraph 21, as . . . - Sudanese state of

follows: historical mistakes, we aniqiy -
’ quily

“Beyond these had no presence
areas, in the last but are mOStly at all, it was only
bay of the coast " normal for
that 15 extended on CO’?traCi‘ICIed by‘the Ancient Greels o
ou et wne o fristorical reality < v x
avige . es . . . oday e
Mouza, which is an Ihar n anthulry Sea “Arabios kol-
official  (“nomi- _ pos”, Arabic
mon™: controlled l‘heré WCZS Cl?’l Gulf. This tenden-
by the state) port of . . cy was reinforced
call. If we follow Arablc Gulf; but by the Yemenite
the correct naviga- : s presence started
tion line to the thzs was What we at the Farasan
south, it lies in a Call today ‘Red islands and in
distance of 12000 s : Mouza (al
stadia from Sea . Mokha), two
Berenice. The city places that are
is exclusively very much in the

inhabited by Yemenites, captains and
mariners, and 1s hur"uminb with com-
mercial activity (lit. “the trade is exceed-
ing”) since it plays a vital role in the
commerce up to Barygaza, and in this
business the Mouza people use their
own equipment”.

It is essential to notice the radiation of
the Mouza trade, technology and navi-
gation up to India, since Barygaza is to
be found in the area of today’s Mumbai
(Bombay). The reference to the pres-
ence of mariners and sailors makes of
Mouza a ‘haut lieu’ of 1st century CE
navigation in the Indian Ocean.

Historical confusion perpetuated
for modern diplomatic interests

The modern science of philology
helps in identifying precisely the names
of ancient peoples referred to within
various  historical  texts.  When
Herodotus speaks of ‘Scythians’, he
refers to the ancient people whose traces
can be found in Asia and in Europe,
throughout the steppes and the plains of
Russia, Ukraine and Germany. But
when Michael Choniates, Michel
Psellos and other Byzantine academics
use this same term in the 11th and in the
12th centuries CE, they simply mean
“Turks”! Every historical term has its
history, evolution and specifications.

1. Confusion of terms ‘Yemenite’ —
‘Arab’ in the Antiquity

The ancient Yemenites developed
culture and civilization at the confines of
the then known world. When we first
find other people referring to ancient
Yemenites, we notice that the way to
reach Yemen (Sabaa, Himyar, Awsan,
Minyan, and Qataban, let alone
Hadhramawt) was through Arabia. The
earliest mention of ancient Yemenites

south. Modern Arab politicians wishing
to call the Persian Gulf ‘Arabic Gulf’
make many historical mistakes, but are
mostly contradicted by the historical
reality that in antiquity there was an
Arabic Gulf, but this was what we call
today ‘Red Sea’.

When the author of the Periplus of the
Red Sea refers to the ‘Red Sea’, he
means a) the Arabic Gulf (what we call
today Red Sea), b) the Persian Gulf, and
¢) the entire Indian Ocean from the east-
ern coast of Africa to Indochina and
Indonesia (an area named as ‘Chryse’ —
golden by the author of the Periplus of
the Red Sea). In other words, the term
‘Red Sea’ in antiquity covered a much
larger area than in our times.

3. Modern fake scientific terms:
South-Arabic, Sudarabique,
Suedarabisch

The confusing names of ancient
authors can be understood in terms of
lack of information, lack of method or a
lack of proper exploration. Modern con-
fusion is at times inexcusable.

From the very first moments of mod-
ern Western exploration and study of the
Yemenite past, it became very clear to
all sorts of related academics,
epigraphists, Semitic linguists, archeol-
ogists, historians, philologists, etc. that:

- The different Yemenite epigraphic
monuments were testifying to various
languages that had nothing to do with
Arabic, and that they were closer to
Gueze (Ancient Abyssinian)

- The diverse ancient philological
sources relating to ancient Yemenites
testify to a certain confusion with regard
to racial / ethnic / national names,
regrouping at times ancient Yemenites
with Arabs.

- The Greek and Latin sources (the

just

longest and better studied until now)
relating to ancient Yemen testify to a
clear-cut understanding of the tremen-
dous cultural differences separating all
the various ancient Yemenite peoples
from the Arabs.

- Throughout Yemenite past,
Sabaeans and Himyarites approached
sometimes the point of unifying almost
the whole of Yemen.

And of course, they knew of the
extensive use of the term ‘Yemen’
throughout the Islamic ages for the

whole area south of Asir, and west of

Oman. Yet, they introduced the mean-
ingless, pale and historically fake term
“South Arabic’ (Sudarabique,
Suedarabisch, Sudarabico), which
means nothing.

This has been a conscious and devi-
ous effort to disentangle the glorious
past of Yemen from its own present and
future, and to deprive the modern state
from the immediate attribution of the

past glories — since the modern state of

Yemen is the inheritor and the custodian
of the country’s national cultural her-
itage and identity. Acting like this, the

disreputable Orientalist researchers
wished to achieve many goals all at
once:

- to disorient modern Yemenites
engaged in the study of their own past.

- to make modern Yemenites unable
to duly and proficiently incorporate the
past’s achievements, culture, identity
and character into the modern country’s
‘nation building” in the way and to the
extent Greeks or Italians were able to.

- to deceive large numbers all over the
world by means of a term that would not

directly imply the Yemenite identity of

the monuments or the history narrated,
presented, developed and/or studied.

- to add one more point of overall
misrepresentation of the ancient Orient
within the discipline of Orientalism.

The disastrous work brought an
excellent result for the colonial powers’
researchers, who initiated the term,
being the leading specialists in “South
Arabic studies’!

Q: Can
‘Southarabologist’?

A: Of course not! But you can say
Egyptologist, Classicist, Hellenist (for
specialists in Greek Studies)...

Go to Google and check: ‘South
Arabic Studies’ has no less than 258000
references! ‘Yemenite Studies’ gathers
5800 references, whereas the
acceptable but not recommendable
“Yemeni Studies’ rises the references
number up to 25000!

Modern Yemenites should demand
the exclusive use of the term *Yemenite’
by all Western scholars searching
Yemenite past in their writings and bib-
liography from now on.

you say

Q: Why Yemen cannot accept the
term ‘South Arabic’ anymore?

A: Why would Greece reject the term
‘South Balkan Studies’ for research per-
taining to Ancient and Medieval
(Byzantine) Greece?

The reasons for rejecting forever the
term ‘South Arabic’ are many. Here are
some:

- It is unrelated to the racial / ethnic /
national identity and hypostasis of the
national group concerned, that is, the
modern Yemenites.

- Consequently, the false term is a
multiple de-personifying factor.

- It presents all the Ancient Yemenite
peoples as just groups living in an area
at the southernmost confines of the area
inhabited by another people.

- So, automatically it subordinates
Yemenites to that people.

- That people (namely: Arabs) had no
connection with the glory of the Ancient
Yemenite past, be it Sabaean, Himyarite,
Qatabani, Hadhramawti, Minyan,
Awsani or other. So, it is particularly
eITONeous as a term, since it permits an
unbelievable confusion and eventual
attribution of moments of the Yemenite
past to ... Arabs.

- It represents the modern Yemenites
as a pale people without past, since there
is no apparent connection between

hotmail.com

t should not be forgotsen that
extremism in all dogmas, doc-
trines, different religions and
sects around the world is
_ .hldeous and tend to demon-
strate the monster aspect of humans
embracing those beliefs, just take any
one of them and you shall for sure
find that one day their atrocious
symptoms took place here and there.
Being an extremist is clearly notice-
able if you adamantly believe that you
arec 100% right and the others are
wrong, if you behieve that your reh-
gion is the right one and others are
not, if you believe that your sect is
right and the others have a wrong
one. I have met many such religion
followers (Christian, Jewish, Hindus
and Muslims) and found the same
human tendency to clutch to one’s
religion even if one is not a practicing
believer.

- Trying to assert one type or another
of Islam has been going on since after
the death of Prophet Mohammed.
Any sect ascended to power ftried ifs
best to alienate others, oppress them
and at times annihilate them. Islam is
characterized by its many sects, which
amount to Eleven Shiite Sects, and
Eight Sunni Sects and there are many
others which I am not cognizant of
such as Ahmadia, Bahaia etc... Having
many sects in Islam makes it easy for
everyone to find justification for his
actions e.g. there are verses calling for
overpowering other sects and reli-

verses calling for peace and cohabita-

across verses in Koran which if
applied and correctly interpreted shall
make it casier to face fanatic Muslims
e.g. Quran says *° Those who believed
in God, became Jewish, Christian or
Sabiacah (i.e. other than the three
monotheistic religions), those who
believed in the hereafter and the goo-
doers. Each and every one of them
shall have his recompense from their
god and they should not be feared or
felt sad for. So it is very difficult to
monopoly Islam or consider an inter-
pretation correct and the other is
wrong. Such moderate verses of
Quran are mostly shunned or ignored.
In point of fact, Muslims should learn

beliefs. Intolerance in religion is not

manifestations, take for example the
Israeli Kach or Shass Movements and
the United States’ Christian Zionists.

tion of religion from state policies and
many of them fled abroad just because

there is no terrorists hiding, when

to respect each other first, in order for
them to respect other religions and

such people are permitted to voice
their opinions through our many Arab
satellite channels, just give them at

Extremist Islam, moderate
Islam and Arab hypocrisy

gions while at the same time there are

tion. I was in fact astonished to come

- approach to remedy such phenome-

_means, extremists shall re-occur as
long as the basis is there. One thing

an Islamic trait but many other reli-
gions have their Radical extremist

Nowadays, Arab elite fear for their
lives if they dare speak about separa- ise
- alleged that is to me a mere outright

they made a reference. In order to
counter terrorism, such elite should be
permitted and defended by the Arab
governments. We can be sure that

calling such extremists * The Misled”.
Saudis before 9/11th were welcomed

- such extremists. In fact ahy Arab has

least 10th of the time permitted to the
religious savanis. The other day 1 was
listening fo an interview with one of
such elite. Although he made us
understand his veiled point of view he
could not dare divulge it clearly? In
fact even Arabs living in London and
‘Washington DC cannot!

During Cold War, USA sought to
evict USSR from Afghanistan and
hence in a way or another encouraged
Radical and Extremist Islam? This |
took much effort, time and money?
But, After the Soviets withdrew from
Afghanistan the different Islamic fac-
tions of Afghanistan fought each other
while Arab Extremists returned to
their respective countries with their
heads filled with the incitement that
was blessed by the Arab regimes and
CIA. The Arab proverb says: " that
whoever breeds serpents shall for sure
find his eventual end at the sting of a
serpent”. So USA was stung on 9/11th

, Egypt went through many sad inc
den{s and the same applies on
Algeria, Morocco and Tuni a?
Luckily in Yemen’s case the currer
Yemeni president used them agamst
the then Southern Yemeni backed
National Front and during the War of
1994, but, they are still there, waiting
for the right moment. I have acciden-
tally met some here and there and they
still find people such as Bin Laden,
Abed the assassin  of Baptist
Americans and Sawani who assassi-
nated the Yemeni Socialist Party
Assistant Secretary as their heroes.
They still possess incitement cas-
settes, videocassettes and published
material, They are present in All Arab
Capitals and Arab regimes are hypo-
critical regarding this, even after what
has happened in Morocco, Riyadh and
Yemen. In fact Arab regimes have
always manipulated them by releasing
them against Arab Socialists,
Modernists etc. and sometimes the
other way round. Such games of
course did give immediate benefits
but remained also as undefused time
bombs. Arab regimes are now hypo-
critical in their approach towards
extremists fearing their backlash. So
as long as there is no clearcut

non by defusing them thmugh many.

must be clear religious related parties
should be banned because they are a
manifestation of the strength of such |
groups. Egypt for example banned the
Muslim Brothers Movement and was
successful in silencing Muslim terror-
ists. Muslim terrorists can emanate
from any sect and if otherwise is

hypocrisy. Arab regimes should cease

everywhere without visas now
embassies delay issuing them vi
because of the deeds perpetrated by

becc;me sab]ect to suspzctoz: whcraver

South Arabic and Yemenite.

- The term is particularly damaging in
the sense of created difficulties with
regard to the establishment of an all-
encompassing Yemenite national histo-
ry, with an appropriately managed his-
torical education that consists of the
basis of nation-building for peoples with
a great past.

‘Sabaean’ or ‘Himyarite’ Studies
would be certainly far more appropriate
terms, although they would not be all-
embracing terms. But when we use the
term Assyriology, we mean however the
study of the Ancient Assyrians and
Babylonians, as well as of many other
Mesopotamian peoples, Sumerians,
Elamites, Amorrites, Hurrians, etc.

The introduction of the term Yemenite
Studies is strongly recommended on the
basis of several historical truths.

1. The term matches a modern racial /
ethnic / national name. It must be there-
fore preferred in recognition of the his-
torical ties existing, as it was the case of
Roman Studies (instead of Latin
Studies). Perhaps, the Catholic Church
insisted on the latter, but the modern
Italian state has always been fond of the

former.

2. Yemen itself, as a name, has a great
historicity that goes back to pre-Islamic
and pre-Christian times with several epi-
graphic mentions.

3. Although Yemen was a small tribe
— state, certainly eclipsed by Saba,
Qataban, or Himyar, its survival and
modern all-inclusiveness of character
make of it excellent for diachronic his-
torical use.

4. Because of the modern radiation of
the term, the historical significance of
the ‘South Arabic’ antiquities will be
enhanced — in the eyes of the Yemenites,
as well as of all foreigners, tourists or
not —, since the terms Himyar, Sheba
(Saba) do not radiate at a modern
national level as strong as terms like
Greece, Persia, Egypt, to name but a
few.

5. The basic historical trends of the
ancient Yemenite states, as well as of the
neighboring Frankincense Land (a state
mentioned in the Periplus as located at
the area of Dhofar and Oman), will be of
easier access, enabling further national
emancipation and liberation from the
shackles of colonial traps and schemes.
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Yemenia holds conference for marketing & sales for Gulf & South-East Asia

Yemenia pursues
perfection

Yemenia <@— duroall

eetings of the 26-27

June two-day con-

ference for market-

ing and sales man-

agers of regional
Yemen Airways (Yemenia) branches
in the Gulf and South- East Asia was
held in Sana’a Saturday.

Mr. Ameen al-Haimi, Deputy GM
for Commercial Affairs delivered an
address at the beginning of the confer-
ence confirming that the meeting
came as a result of accumulations of
work that had taken place.

He had also talked frankly with the
managers about certain significant
points and about setting up convenient
plans to address them.

Among those points, he had men-
tioned, were sticking to working hours
and professional treatment with

clients and also getting acquainted
with the new systems Yemenia had
adopted lately. Such systems are con-
sidered strategic and include the
MIDT and FFB systems, Mr al-Haimi

said.

Mr. al-Haimi told Yemen Times that
there were good results Yemenia had
achieved last year representing a suc-
cess proportion by around 8% and as
for what has been achieved during the
first quarter of this year, the percent-
age was about 27% at the level of all
the Yemenia lines.

The reason was that in the last year
the markets were affected by events
and wars that took place in the region,
in addition to the rise in fuel prices.

He added that during this year,
Yemenia would add to its airliners
fleet two airplanes of the type 330,
representing the most modern planes
in the world of aviation.

Meanwhile, Mr. Nabil Al-Fageeh,
Yemenia’s Marketing Director said
that the conference was part of a
series of meeting during which ideas
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Yemenia services by setting stan-
dards that enhance quality.

“Amid tough competition, the
conference tackles the problems that
may occur during summer vacations

and discusses strategies to handle
them.” he said.

would be exchanged with employees
on the ground in different parts of the
world concerning means to promote

Mr. Ameen Al-Haimi

Mr.Nabeel -Faqeeh

ba'#glg .ug..w d"'" ROR N o AR Y
Y1Y+e : YL YerTaE Ouubnd | Y0401 1 Gl YAV (j9ald « Slake

Sole Agent Al- Ha;/Mohammed A. Sowaid & Sons
31115 260951 - Hodeidah.20139

2004/9/25

212 & il 0,3 & JU-\ahl ew k!

. css rovalconcord/a yemen net ye

967-2-351999+ Aila

~ 70)510)
L8 bk i o 8 1 il J) N -
- » s s S -



g | pe i
worth. Thm is why it is said, aman is knuwn by the .

company he Keeps.

 onls Septamber
. We usually go on

;m‘m(; on tht: Lml day of
oing on the New _Y‘ear s

visitants (n) (a qupematurai vmltor) An,bele and _
sp;rm are heaven!y wsnams

- '0fferma '
 interests, -

"'.._.My workexpenencehasfmnﬁi' ed me nany

' in public relations today. [ am

_of the challenges
' 'wgether wnh my understandmg of the '

mientmn tow k

““Those who disdain His worship
and are full of pride, He will  ©
gather them all together to answer
to Him.” :
S4: A172

/ ;Wﬂuld particularly
o the chance to work for your orgamzalmn and

WONPERWOR p by DAVID OUELLET

HOW TO PLAY: First read the list of words, then look at the puzzle. The words are in all directions —
vertically, horizontally, diagonally, backward. Circle each letter of a word found and strike it off the list. The
letters are often used more than once, so do not cross them out. [t is best to find the big words first. When you
find all the words listed in the clues, you'll have a number of letters left over that spell the Wonderword.
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Evaluation of Enélish
Course for Yemen

By SHEIKH ELDIN
MOHAMMED NUR ALI
AN ENGLISH TEACHER
(M.A. DipLOMA)

a member of the
Evaluation committee con-
stituted for this purpose by
the Ministry of Education —
Guidance Sector, 1 would
hkc to make some observations on the
efficacy of the Secondary School English
syllabus and Crescent series (Book 2).

I would like to evaluate:

1- Topics (Themes and variation)

2- Their suitability for the targeted age
groups

3- Focus on the environment

4- [llustrations

5- Coverage of the four skills

6- Audio-visual aids

7- Library

Making a curriculum or syllabus is
something difficult, especially when the
language is not one’s mother tongue. One
must take into account the three pillars of
education i.e. the student, teacher and syl-
labus added to the learner’s family and
the learning environment.

The student is the target and means of
the educational process. He is the intrinsic
core of the educational edifice. The most
important factors in the determination of
a child’s capacity to learn are the follow-
ing:

1) The family environment. This
includes a) The income level b) Parents’
education ¢) number of children in house-
hold etc....

2) Peer group interaction i.e. the type
of children with whom an individual
child associates.

3) Personality i.e. the child’s inherited
intelligence and mental abilities

4) Early nutrition and health.

The English textbook Crescent series
for Yemen was originally written for the
Gulf and it was amended by Longman
Company to cater to Yemeni students.
Consequently, some Yemeni topics were
inserted. There are no Yemeni place
names or references except for a few
names of people and some illustrations.
Although the subjects are, to some extent
relevant to the Yemeni context, the cur-
rent syllabus needs to be permeated by
the indigenous Yemeni spirit.

1) Topics

The subjects must cover all the branch-
es of knowledge i.e. there should be les-
sons about geography, history, religion,
maths and science added to environmen-
tal issues such as ecology, and the cus-
toms, habits, belief, culture etc. The stu-
dent must feel that he is a part of the
Yemeni cultural ethos. Thus he has to
affect and be affected by all the living and
non-living things around him. Due to that
there should be a variation not only in the
themes and topics, but even in the genres
i.e. poetry, prose, plays, stories, dia-
logues, conversations etc.

There are altogether seven units. There
are a variety of subjects and drills which
can be categorized as follows: 9 songs, 15
short stories, 21 structures, 13 tables or
sentence-making exercises. That is good,
but the lessons are very short with few
new vocabulary. I notice that surprisingly
there is not enough coverage about
Yemen. There is no information about the
Yemeni regions.

2) Suitability for the targeted age
groups

Since the students are in their adoles-
cence, there should be topics that absorb
their attention. So they need some songs
or some sort of activities involving
dramatization to hold their attention. I
think the present book is suitable for their
age but it needs more drills and exercises
and more quizzes with attractive illustra-
tions and, of course, something more
about Yemen, its people, its past, present
and future.

3) Environment

The environment is the combination of
people, animals, things and events that
affect the globe. It is all the surroundings,
especially the material and spiritual influ-
ences that affect the growth, and develop-
ment of a living being. There is a natural
environment as well as a man-made envi-
ronment, including the industrial one. The

wood, forest, river, lake, valley. moun-
tain, animals and air etc. are the natural
environment added to the buildings, fac-
tories, vehicles and machines with their
impact for environmental pollution as the
man-made environment. The lessons
must teach the student to learn the rela-
tionship between him and his environ-
ment, especially the immediate environ-
ment. He has to see the interaction
between him and his environment, how it
affects him positively or negatively and
how he can create suitable or beneficial
situations to live happily. There are, of
course, some lessons about animals with
photos and illustrations of natural phe-
nomena followed by some activities.
There is the picture of a zoo with different
kinds of animals.

4) Nllustrations

These include all the photos and pic-
tures, including sketches, or cartoon.
There are also maps. I think the pictures,
drawings and photographs are clear and
well-drawn and colored; but some pic-
tures do not reflect the Yemeni national
dress.

5) The four skills

The four language skills are speaking,
listening, reading and writing

a) As regards speaking, this is done by
the teacher and student by means of pres-
entation, chorus practice, dialogues or
individual reading. There is another kind
of speaking exercise using the audio and
video cassettes. There are many activities
in the book for speaking, including songs.
dialogue, conversation, structures and
dramatization.

b) For listening, students first listen to
the teacher when presenting the lesson
and using the audio-visual aids especially
the cassettes, radio or through dramatiza-
tion.

c) Reading is the most suitable medium
for teaching new vocabulary and struc-
tures. There are two kinds of reading i.e.
silent reading and reading aloud and each
one has its own rules. When one reads
silently one must use only his eyes not
lips, not vocalize or sub-vocalize, espe-
cially in the class, at a library or else
where. Secondly, one must read quickly,
comprehend the main ideas and digest
what he has read. Reading practice
prompts the student to be creative in the
long run. For the cultivation of the read-
ing skills, there should be provision of
supplementary reading materials.

d) Writing is the skill of using
graphemes in an efficient way. At an early
stage students have to practice hand writ-
ing, paying special attention to the rules
of mechanics of writing as well as punc-
tuation. It is a pity that there is no exercise
on handwriting for beginners and no prac-
tice of cursive writing in the workbook.

6) Audio-visual Aids

The AV aids in general are valuable
supplements to any curriculum or syl-
labus. They are divided into three kinds:
audio aids, visual aids and audio —visual
aids. Audio aids include tapes, radio and
CDs. The most important visual aids are
books, the board, computers, charts, maps
and TV/video. Audio-visual aids, as the
name implies, include elements of both of
these groups, most importantly TV and
computers.

I notice that the only aids used in a typ-
ical Yemeni classroom are the books and
the board with some actions. The syllabus
of course includes cassettes, but they are
not available and, if they are available,
there is no tape recorder or TV available.
In a model situation there should be lan-
guage labs, which is almost impossible in
the current Yemeni secondary school con-
text.

7) Library

The library is the nerve-center in every
educational institute because textbooks
are in themselves limited in topic cover-
age. So the student can promote his
extensive reading habits by using the
library and thus widen his knowledge.
There are few schools that have libraries,
and those tend to have few books. The
library facilities should be improved at
the earliest.

The above points are some of the perti-
nent observations. Of course there can be

many more.

All our efforts should be geared to
facilitate the efficient acquisition of this
very essential global language.
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Embassy is selling a Toyota Prado,

for all levels, fluent English Leep

. gl i “ m.!%.‘tvo:?'g"%ii_é B For rent:Landcruser
to work in the American 31 SCO' I [lt [ ' : Madel 96, pls contact; 73328236,
School, 1 ' o i
oo Ty : 3
B :

contact: Tel: 737009735,

Job
Seekers

B Wafd Al_Mashreki,

Diploma in programs of

Tel:210270
Email:

o Model 2000 (customs not paid). -
s 1. Selected bidder

M om S T

W -

The car can be seen at the embassy

] L

will be contacted by phone.

OUTSTANDING JOB OPPORTUNITY
ONE OF THE LARGEST SERVICES COMAPNIES
IN YEMEN IS LOOKING FOR AN
ADMINIISTRATION MANAGER:-
Requirements:-
1-  Yemeni citizen.

Not less than 10 years experience as an
administration manager.

Strong personality + leadership.

premises located at Hadda,
Tel 421800,

delivered in closed envelope not

: WFor sale:Toyota Mareno Sport
Bids should be . .
model 95 in a good condition,

73852878 or

contact::

=

computer.
71654312,
wafd2003 @maktoob .com

Skl a8

B Iragi captain Emad

Hassan  specialisi  in

natural  (5/24) Medication Perfect English (spoken & written).
service, massage , wight (-:()l"l"lpl,l‘{el‘ kno\vl_edge,

st pedt o Sl sihdiods e el lBBd g
EREE S P N . P e R

loos programs.

At least 35 years old.

pls con- i e NS T o

tact: 73548026 4463544 Bt il wdally v artupdty sl pilsg ' .

M Home tvitions handled b R A st s e OB wEEN’S }UNIOR COLLEGE Excellent salary + Benefits for qualified applicants
by Indians for English 4 A Please send your CV (with out any certificates) to fax

(01/440415)

medium student.
pls contact: 71899155

INTERNATIONAL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Ao experienced Inlernational General Certificate of Secondary Fducation IGCSE Minisiry Exam . —

American citizen OLTSII‘ANI)]N(} JOB () l" l'()R'I“UNlTY
Available for English R e e reen R
itoting  llasses . for ONE OF THE LARGEST SERVICES COMAPNIES

IN YEMEN IS LOOKING FOR AN
ADMINHSTRATION ASSISTANT:-

Requirements:-

Yemeni citizen.

At least 3+ years old

Not less than 5 years experience.

Strong personality + leadership.

Perfect English (spoken & written).

Should hold a valid drivers license.

information
call: 73343314,

614}

[ 2he cottege Where chitdren are Groomed |

sl — Gilaals — i g Gl it § 301
21931 atazr Lkl oz LaS
HP jusigsxim

Real

o Year N1 { IGCSE } Ministry Exams for Year 12
state

Preparation for TOEFL in Year 11 & 12 six from
college for Allevels (2 Year Study).
in addition to Arabic 10 - 12 section.

LG yigaseS Slxiio m

M For sale:two flowers
House in  Al_Daere.
w14y cotact: 71919205

B For rent: two story
Hadda, 8

finishing,

villa in

Website: www.queenscollege.edu.ye / E-mail: Info@queenscoliege.edu.ye
Sana’a, Fajj Attan, Near Arwa University, Assetteen Al-Janoubi Street.
Tel: D0 967 1 444 269, Fax: 00 967 1444 268, P.0.Box: 11586, Sana'a Yemen.

Tooms,nice
monthly rent $ 900,

pls contact: Ahmed
23802855,

Excellent salary + Benefits for qualified applicants
Please send your CV (with out any certificates) to fax
(01/440415)

Fax. -01468299, Email: pc-sana’a@y.net.ye

Send your Free Ads by Fax :01268276 or By P.0.Box: 2579 Sana'a




Al-Bunyan for Trade - Sana'a

sauna, steams,

Equipm

r treatment, T y WL
Hekamsiliiin o The Bank Offers 3 gt Y
ey 1" HIGHEST RATE OF &% e | d"'q-,f
WORTNY [ *”  INTEREST ON DEPOSITS Ragl ol pou e %,
' or US Dollar duis¥ledeally siadl Jull 4
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YEMEN COMMERCIAL BANK

Head Office: Al-Rowaishan Building, Al-Zubairy St- P.O. Box 19845 or 160 Sana’a
E-Mail address: ycbho @ y.net.ye,Web Site:w ww.ycbank.com,
Fax:(967-1) 284656, Secretar)f Telfax:(967-1) 277238, Exchange:(967-1) 284272/6,
Tel: 277324, 277378, 277354, 277381, Telex: 3427 YCBHOS YE.

As they aualzfv to semi-finals to meet host Portugal:

Dutch beat Swedes 5-4

FARO, Portugal (Reuters) - The
Netherlands has beaten Sweden 5-4 in
a penalty shootout after their Euro
2004 quarter-final finished goalless at

the European Championship on penal-
ties in the three previous tournaments.
The Netherlands will play Portugal in
the semi-finals in Lisbon on

the end of extra time. Wednesday. o,@-{,
The Dutch had made their exit from
Euro 2004
PORTUGAL

Ruud van
Nistelrooy of the
Netherlands (R)
is tackled by
Sweden'’s Olof
Mellberg (L) and
Alexander
Jakobsson (bot-
tom, C) during
their Euro 2004
quarter-final soc-
cer match at the
Algarve stadium
in Faro June 26.
REUTERS

Beckham
may have
problem

. COOLPIX 5400
with nerves

TAHA M.A.ANAM TRADING EST. @ el ] s i e i

Head Cfice: Taiz P.O.Bonfi748 Tel (432101526 Fax (041221511 (o ETTran ) Sl AT B0 WA, el SRl )
Sana'a (011216027 Aden (02) 465622

(AUITEP T8 e (- 18T

David Beckham

BERLIN (Reuters) - England cap-
tain David Beckham has a problem
with nerves when it comes to taking
penalties in big tournaments, accord-
ing to former Germany coach Franz
Beckenbauer.

" Beckenbauer said after Beckham’s
failed spot-kick in the Euro 2004 quar-
ter-final defeat by Portugal that he
could not understand how someone
who takes such dangerous free kicks
could miss so many penalties.

“It’s quite possible that Beckham
suffers from a mental block at big
tournaments,” Beckenbauer said in a
column in Bild newspaper on
Saturday.

“He was sent off at the 1998 World
Cup, and now he missed two penalties
against France and Portugal. Beckham
appears to have a problem with
nerves.”

Beckenbauer captained and coached
German sides to World Cup victories
in 1974 and 1990.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

New Horizons®

Computer Learning Centers

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL

» Office 2
08 £ 003 AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

*Ms Visio o
* Ms Project

*Ms Publisher o
* Crystal Report N

& Petrochemical plants, refineries.
@ Heavy, light industrial plants,

@ Power and desalination plants.
@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

& il fields ancillary installations.
& Air purification for industry

& Marine docks, harbours, deep sea

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance,

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
@5 High quality buildings & sports complexes.

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

berths & refinery terminals. systems.

JSaall olall aue dhiiis gl = Sl gLl 2o slady £l alalds

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

468002/003M191192193  : ye—als

info.yemen@newhorizons.com
www.newhorizons.com
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Yemen Trading & l}nnstructmn Co. (Ltd)

- Maintenance and
_ spare parts available,

- sl plosusle

A S LB M .
Prowdmg regular
maintenance mnrrarts

FAX & DIGITAL PHOTOCOPIER

73 11 33 55
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Efficient Multifunctional Performance Competitive Prices:
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