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BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Saudi authorities complet-
ed yesterday the handover of a
number of border sites in view of
the implementation of the Jeddah
Border Treaty. The treaty ended
60 years of border dispute
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia.

A ceremony was held on
Sunday at al-Budaih airport to
deliver al-Budaih and other bor-
der posts to Yemen. The official
handover of this air base, its facil-
ities and al-Budaih and Harjah
border sites was attended by a
host of military officials and
media men from the two coun-
tries. Unofficial sources said that
the amount of land Yemen gained
from Saudi Arabia amounts to
35,000 square kilometers.

The process of the exchange of
sites was done in four days.
During the last three days Yemen
was handed over two villages,
including al-Akhashim, and as
well as other outposts including
Umm Ghareb, Umm Serdab, al-
Muaitef and others.

The Saudi chief of staff, Lt.

Gen. Saleh bin Ali al-Muhaya,
said that “borders are just lines
that define the limits of the
administrative authority of our
two countries,” and that the deep-
rooted relations make them one.

On his part, Foreign Minister
Dr. Abu Bakr al-Qirbi described
the event, which was broadcasted
live through Yemeni state-run
media, as a reflection of the
“improved relationship between
Yemen and Saudi Arabia.”

The event was observed by
both the government and the
opposition in Yemen as signifi-
cant and shows the wisdom of the
two leaderships in Yemen and
Saudi Arabia which enabled the
reaching of a peaceful solution to
the border dispute in June 12,
2000. It was also seen to mark the
end of this problem, which was a
continual irritant to relations
between the two countries.

The process of the handover of
the sites was done after the com-
pletion of the demarcation of the
borderline last May, according to
official sources. 824 markers were

set up.

Yemeni and Saudi sides representatives sign the handover agreement.
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Urgent need to stop child trafficking
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Last Monday Monsour Al-Zindani, a
member of the parliament and the for-
eign relations committee, addressed the
parliament on child trafficking in
Yemen, demanding that the government
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take action against it.

“This is a very serious issue,” Al-
Zindani told Yemen Times. “We are
talking about the abuse of children’s
rights. A lot of the parliament members
are behind me to have the government
deal with it immediately.”

The Ministry of Human Rights
informed Al-Zindani that the official
number of children who were returned
from Saudi Arabia last year was 3,500.
But Al-Zindani believes that the number
of children working in the neighboring
country is much higher.

“That was only an official number.
We expect the number of children work-
ing in the neighboring country to be
much higher than that,” said Al-Zindani.

Last May, information from Sana’a
International Airport, the Yemeni
embassy in Riyadh and the Yemeni con-
sulate in Jeddah, showed that a large
number of Yemeni children were
deported regularly from Saudi Arabia

and to Yemen. Commercial airlines that
fly twice per week from Saudi Arabia to
Yemen, for example, carried between 15
to 20 children being deported from
Saudi Arabia on each flight. Yemenia
Airlines’ daily flights that travel from
Jeddah to Sana’a carried between two to
35 children every day.

According to the governor of Hajja
province, 2,277 Yemeni children were
deported across the border on land from
Saudi Arabia last February alone.

United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) discovered child trafficking
in Yemen a little over a year ago and
discovered that many of the children
working abroad were being abused.
UNICEEF reported that some of the chil-
dren who had crossed the border are
involved in begging, theft or prostitu-
tion.

UNICEF has said that when some
children talked to the organization after
they returned, they described abuse and
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how difficult the conditions that they
had to go through were.

UNICEF, in coordination with the
Yemeni government, has conducted an
assessment on child trafficking and is
finalizing the report. It has plans to hold
a workshop in Sana’a to discuss the
results of the assessment in August, fol-
lowed by the development of a national
plan of action to curb trafficking of
Yemeni children.

Abdulkarim Al-Arhabi, Yemeni min-
ister of social affairs and labor, previ-
ously told Yemen Times that whilst field
research was being carried out, child
trafficking may not have developed as
far as it has in other countries. He said
that there were no indications of organ-
ized crime being involved in children
traveling to neighboring countries. He
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also added that poverty was the primary
cause of child trafficking.

About 42% of Yemeni people live
below the poverty line and around 25%
of the population is vulnerable, whilst
living just above poverty.

UNICEF and the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor have plans to estab-
lish a center for deported children close
to the Yemeni-Saudi border in Haradh
and are working on educating the public
in poor areas about what happens to
children after they are smuggled out of
Yemen.

“We cannot stop working to end child
trafficking in Yemen until the problem
is solved one-hundred percent,” said Al-
Zindani. “And it is important that all the
children in neighboring countries are
returned.”
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More than $700
million, the
government’s
share in oil export

The government’s share of rev-
enues during the first five months of
this year from oil exports reached
US$741 million from the sales of
22.23 million barrels. While the gov-
ernment’s share during the year 2003
was also US $741 million from the
sale of 26,85 million barrels.

It is expected that during the year
2004 about 58 million barrels of crude
oil will be exported, at an estimated
value of 230 billion Riyals. The quan-
tity of oil for local consumption for
the same year is estimated at 38.3 mil-
lion barrels at a value of 164 billion
Riyals.

Marine sciences

research center
in Aden

ADEN BUREAU

The Marine Sciences Research
Center is currently undertaking a num-
ber of field surveys on several sites to
gather information related to the
marine environment and indexing it, as
well as to determine the site with the
richest quantities of fish.

Engineer Saleh Awadh, Vice
Director of the Center said that the sur-
veys would cover the coastal line that
extends from Aden to Al-Mahrah

Governorate. The center has estab-
lished a data-gathering office and plans
to store the data on computer for future
users.

The Marine Science Research
Center in Hadramout began, on July
11th, a comprehensive study on
“Sharoukh” fish to determine the pro-
duction ceiling and indicators of
increasing production, in light of the
recent measures adopted by Ministry
of Fish to reduce the random hunting
of certain fish.

Jordan sign 2
memorandums of
understandings

Two memorandums of understand-
ings were signed between Yemen and
Jordan within the frame of the South
Cooperation Program which is funded
by the Food and Agricultural
Organization (FAO).

The first memorandum concerns the
implementation of the first phase of a
food program. The program would
commence early next year in six gov-

ernorates of the Republic in the fields
of water management and animal and
plant production, which runs at a cost
of US $325,000. The second memo-
randum is related to supporting agri-
cultural marketing and enhancing it, so
as to confront the commercial changes
within the frame of the World Trade
Organization at an estimated cost of
US $315,000.

Regional seminar on
environment information

July 12, Sana’a- The National
Organization on Education, Culture
and Science organized a regional study
ring for the exchange of technical
expertise and awareness programs in
the field of environmental information.
The ring was held in Sana’a with the
cooperation of  the Islamic
Organization for Education, Culture
and Science and with the participation
of representatives of Arab countries,

and members of the organization of
Islamic countries.

The study ring aimed at disseminat-
ing environmental culture through var-
ious media organizations and at
enhancing the technical capabilities of
specialized media people in environ-
mental issues and at encouraging coop-
eration and the exchange of their
expertise in the field of environmental
information.

The National Seminar
on intellectual property

Saturday, July 10, Sana’a- The
national seminar on intellectual prop-
erty began with the participation of a
number of academics and specialists
in the field of intellectual property
rights, and representatives from the
Ministry of Justice, the Customs
Authority and civil society organiza-
tions.

The seminar was organized by the
Ministry of Industry and Trade and
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism
with the cooperation of the World
International Property Organization
(WIPO).

It is expected that the seminar, last-
ing four days, will discuss a number
of working papers and several pieces

of research related to the two primary
pivots: the authors’ rights and indus-
trial property.

The seminar aims at defining intel-
lectual property. The seminar will
also look at commercial and industrial
relations and their roles in enhancing
economic growth in order to attract a
larger audience, and investment and

expanding its scope. In addition, the
seminar aims to create a suitable envi-
ronment for ingenuity and creativity
in various fields.

the Minister of Industry and Trade
and the undersecretary of the Ministry
of Culture and representatives of
WIPO and civic society organizations
attended the opening session.

 Readers’
Voice

Yemen Times features
“Readers’ Voice” a popular way
for our readers to interact with
us. This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local
affairs.

This edition’s question:

Would security measures alone
be able to solve the problem of
child trafficking?

* Yes, I think «

if such measure
are more intensive

* No, I don’t think so, all society
forces have to join their efforts.
+ I don’t have an idea

last edition’s question:

Do you think the conflict in Saadah
between cleric al-Houthy and
followers could be solved by
continued use of force?
* Yes, the use of force could end the
conflict 42%
+ No, it could cause more loses 37%
*  Only time will tell 21%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll

and have your voice heard!
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Parliament
reviews the
report of the
education
committee

The parliament during its session on
Tuesday July 6th, stood before the
compiled report of the parliamentary
Education Committee, concerning the
results of its field visits following up
the expansion of elementary education
for the years 2002-2004 in Amran, Al-
Mahweet, Dala and Sana’a gover-
norates.

The report explained the mechanism
that was adopted by the committee to
implement its mission and indicated
which authorities were visited by the
committee. The report also highlighted
the conclusions of the committee

Training session on settling conflict

Ta1z BUREAU

Human Rights Information and
Training Center organized on Sunday
July 11th a four-day training session
under the supervision of Mr. Fadi Alam,
President of a Permanent Peace
Movement in Lebanon.

The training focused on the field of
settling disputes which particularly

related to police officers and civic soci-
ety organizations with the participation
of 30 trainees from Taiz, Lahj, Abyan,
Hodeidah, Aden and Sana’a
Governorates.

The session aimed at strengthening
the dialogue principle and meeting at a
mutually acceptable point for the dis-
puting parties. The session confirmed
the importance of partnership between

governmental authorities and the pri-
vate sector based on exchange of dia-
logue in accordance with a number of
pivots that exist in the science of han-
dling disputes.

The Mayor Taiz Judge Ahmed Al-
Hujry, Mr. Abdo Mohamed Al-Hakami,
director of Social Affairs Office and Mr.
Azzadeen Al-Asbahi, President of the
Center attended the opening session.

Commencing preparation of a
strategic study for port of container

Aden Bureau

A delegation from the Netherlands’s
Rotterdam Group of Companies head-
ed by Mr. John Kuize (the President of
the Marine Consultation Company
affiliated to the Group) has arrived in
Aden and begun conducting meetings
with a number of officials in Aden. The
delegation has met with the Mayor of
Aden, Dr. Yahya Al-Shaibi for discus-
sions on a number of issues related to
commencing the preparation of a

strategic study on Aden’s Containers
Port as major world destination. The-
two sides discussed the mechanism to
conduct the study, which includes three
phases, and the required conditions to
begin the consultation operation.

The current capabilities and the
strategic location of port, (only four
nautical miles away from the interna-
tional navigation route) qualifies the
port to facilitate the world’s trade.

The delegation went on a reconnais-
sance tour, escorted by Captain

Abdullah Ibrahim Director of Aden
Port Authority.

Aden Port has witnessed during the
period January to June 2004 a notice-
able increase in the number of vessels
and containers that anchor and sail
from the port. 611 vessels had berthed
at the port and 596 sailed from it. In
addition, 71 tourist yachts have made a
stop at the port and 567 tourists of var-
ious nationalities have embarked at the
port during the same period.

The Kana’an association for Palestine
International court of justice

wins victory for Palestinian people

International justice has secured a
victory for the Palestinian people and
Palestinian land, as well as for justice

by the issuance of the legal opinion of

the International court of justice
(ICI). This decision imposes on inter-
national conscious a new challenge to
resist Israeli resolve, which opposes
and denies the international public
opinion on this matter.

On this occasion, we call upon the
United Nations with its Security

Council to adopt the decision of the
ICI. We call for this ruling to be
transformed into a binding agreement
for the Israelis in accordance with
United Nations standards. This can be
realized through sending of interna-
tional peacekeeping forces based on
international legitimacy and in accor-
dance with the Road Map for Peace
which calls for the establishment of a
Palestinian State with its capitol in
Jerusalem. This is a prerequisite for a

just and lasting peace in the region.

On this occasion, we congratulate
the Palestinian People and their
leader Yasser Arafat as well as free-
dom-loving people of the world. We
offer our commitment to continue our
fight for justice until the flag of
Palestine is proudly raised in
Jerusalem, the future capital for your
free nation.

The Kana’an Association for
Palestine thanks our Yemeni people

who participated in the
Signatures Campaign to oppose the
separation Wall. The signatures gath-
ered along with a legal dispassion
were delivered to the ICJ. We are
proud of your efforts and participa-
tion in this great victory. This historic
victory encourages us to continue our
struggle on behalf of the Palestinian
people in accordance with interna-
tional norms through democratic and
peaceful means.

Million |

Seminar on hotel management

By NAZEEH ABDULLAH

The Faculty of Sociology in Aden
Governorate organized on Thursday,
July 15 a special seminar on hotel
management.

Representatives of the tourist and
hotel sectors, the Vocational and
Technical Institute, the education
office and the chamber of commerce
in Aden Governorate participated in
the seminar.

Dr. Ali Mohamed Al-Mota, dean of
the faculty, said that the seminar was
aimed to acquaint the participants with
the importance of the hotel and
tourism management in the gover-
norate. The seminar also addressed
the need of the labour market for qual-
ified staff in these fields, especially in
the light of the large expansion in the
tourism and hotel sectors Aden
Governorate has been witnessing in
recent years.

Arab foundation
for supporting
women and juveniles

ADEN BUREAU

The Arab Foundation for supporting
women's issues and juveniles inaugu-
rated its office in Al-Moalla neighbor-
hood in Aden city. Mayor of Aden, Dr.
Yahya Al-Shaibi, and a number" of
social dignitaries, academics,. politi-
cians and intellectuals attended the
inauguration ceremony.

The ribbon was cut by two socially
prominent dignitaries, Ms. Rageah
Hamedan, a famous lawyer and Mr.
Najeeb Yably, the famous writer and
journalist.

President of the foundation, Ms.
Ehsan Obied Saeed, in her opening
speech, called for the collective efforts
of all citizens in Aden to reflect a good

image of Aden city as a landmark of
culture, science, justice and equity. She
announced at the end of her spéech the
decision of the board of the foundation
that Ms. Hamedan would be the hon-
orary president of the foundation.

The foundation was founded on June
12th 2004, by a decree from' the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism. The
foundation is concerned with the sup-
port of women’s and juvenile’s eco-
nomic, social, legal, health, and cultur-
al issues, and to disseminate awareness
among women and juveniles. The
foundation consists of a consultation
board and a board of trustees that
includes several socially prominent
figures, lawyers, activists and advo-
cates.

Yemen Development Foundation
bids farewell to UK Ambassador

The Yemeni Development
Foundation held on Wednesday June
28 a farewell party for the ambassador
of the United Kingdom, Francis Guy,
on the occasion of the termination of
her post at Sana’a. A number of diplo-
mats and government officials and rep-
resentatives of the media attended the
party.

Dr. Mohamed Al-Masyabi, Chief
Executive Officer of the foundation,
said that the party was in recognition

of the distinguished role of the ambas-
sador in- strengthening - bilateral rela-
tions and aspects of @Qjoération in the
vatious fields between Yemen and the
United- Kingdom. It was also for her
contribution to the success of the foun-
dation.

The ambassador, on her part,
expressed her gratitude and confirmed
that she would always remember
Yemen and would hope to visit Yemen
once again.



First female court judge, Judge Afrah Ba-Douelan, to the Yemen Times:

“My philosophy
within’ you can’t point fingers if
you yourself are in the wrong”

Q: Could you tell us first about
yourself?

A: 1 was born in 1962 in al-Mukala,
and graduated from College of Law in
University of Aden in 1984. I am a
founding member of the Juvenile Care
Association in Aden and a founding
member of the Association for
Supporting Women's Affairs in Aden.
I am’ also a member of the advisory
body of the Arab Association for
Supporting Women and Children
Issues. -

I am the first female judge who is
head of court, and I amin charge of the
juvenile court in Aden. I also write on
legal issues, especially concerning
women and children, and I have bene-
fited from many courses and training
on eliminating violence against women
and children.

I read and write poetry and I have
participated in many TV and radio pro-
grams such as “You and the Law” pro-
gram on the Aden channel, and have
participated in many public awareness
activities.

Q: And about your career history?

A: 1 believe that to achieve some-
thing you must prove that you deserve
it. This falls on me as a double weight,
first for being a woman and second for
being an Arab woman. It took me 19
years since becoming a judge to reach
my position today as court judge. I can
say that it has been a journey of strug-
gle but seriously 1 believe that we in
Yemen are better off than many other
countries in terms of humanitarian dia-
logue and freedoms, especially related
to women'’s rights, for Yemeni women
have participated in the parliament and
in the various ministries for a long
time. These rights have not come to us
today as a gift: they are our deserved
rights that we earned.

When I graduated I was appmmcd to
a position in charge of personal status
cases in al-Mukala in Hadramout.
There, 70% of the court’s cases were in
my domain and 30% were civil cases
and were dealt with by four male col-
leagues. As such, this was not a bad
thing, especially that it meant gaining a
huge amount of experience that result-
ed in early maturity for me, career-
wise. And in all my. time at that court,
not a single ruling from me was over-
ruled by the Court of Appeal.

After that I worked as an advisor for
the Ministry of Justice and Endowment
in Aden a few years before unification
in 1990, after which I returned to the
civil court and in 1997 I was appointed
head of the first juvenile court in
Yemen. The nature of my work in this
court included social and educational
activities as well as research activities,
a fact that added new dimensions to my
practical experience. [ represented
Yemen in many international confer-
ences and events in which I produced
working papers and research. I used
also to talk about juvenile issues
through al-Qadhaiya magazine, which

Mrs. Afrah Saleh Mohammed Ba Douelan

“I am proud to declare Aden
Police Authority as a
violence-free authority
against children in conflict
with the law”’

is issued by the Ministry of Justice. [
was soon appointed as head of the
juvenile court in Yemen.

Q: What would you say is your
best achievement since assuming
charge of the court in 1997?

A: My initiative against violence
against juveniles in police stations in
Aden could be taken as one of the best
in the history of the judiciary system in
Yemen. We at court fought against vio-
lence practiced by authorities and the
police. This initiative received the sup-
port of the minister of justice, the
Supreme Council for Motherhood and
Childhood and also international
organizations working in this field.
Fortunately, by the grace of God, we
were successful in eliminating violence
against children in all the police offices
and authorities affiliated to the juvenile
court. I have learned lately that Rada
Barnen / Save the Children — Sweden
are going to publish this experience as
one of the most successful in this field
and distribute copies to the relevant
parties. I have also received support
from UNICEF for my 2004 program. I
would like to say one thing in this
regard; it’s not important what tools
and resources you have in hand as
much as how you use them, you have
to have a great will to achieve.

The essence of this initiative is
through a strategy that creates public
awareness in dealing with minors in
conflict with the law and that aims to
eliminate violence practiced by the
law-enforcement authorities them-
selves. This in itself is one of the most
dangerous forms of violence because
firstly, it is practiced by the authorities
themselves, and secondly, it is prac-
ticed against the most vulnerable peo-
ple, children in conflict with the law.

I have targeted mainly police offi-
cers in the front line that deals directly
with children in conflict with the law
and especially those officers and
authorities that happen to lack the
required legal awareness. This lack of
awareness leads to violations of the

rights of children and through a simpli-
fied study we discovered that the vio-
lence which under-aged are subjected
to ranges from forced confessions and
threats of sexual abuse, to being kept in
custody for long periods without justi-
fication. This duration is meant for the
protection of the society from the
minor in cases of violence against the
community such as the minor
indulging in rape or aggressive acts
and also in order to protect the minor
against revenge.

Methods of extracting confessions
from the minors vary from one police-
man to another, but they generally are
as impatient and unkind. This is
because there is no specialized police
to deal with the under-aged and the
policeman for the sake of time prefers
to use violence in order to force the
accused to confess, abusing the child’s
vulnerability, ignorance and weakness.
Although there are other methods for
proving a crime, through evidence and
witnesses, it seems that most police-
men view the best and shortest way to
prove the accusation as a confession
from the accused, regardless of the
social and psychological consequences
for the minor.

Studies show that such violent
behavior against children in conflict
with the law leads to lesser success in
rehabilitating those minors and in
many cases they fall into what is called
a nerve shock. This is in addition to the
fact that such practices are a breach of
all the international conventions on
human rights that Yemen has signed
and so leads to the classification of our
country as a human rights-violating
country.

All these factors together have urged
me to do something in this regard and
to do all that I can to stop these prac-
tices, so I came up with this initiative
in which I used educational training for
the authorities, starting from conduct-
ing workshops and training sessions
for the officers and ending by the sud-
den inspection of the offices and cus-
tody areas and enforcing the return of

A)

the accused to the custody of his par-
ents. In some cases, I have referred
some policemen to the attorney gener-
al for investigation and trial for violat-
ing juvenile’s rights. We also moved to
a very critical point where we involved
the minors themselves in the process
and we comforted them and assured
them that they could safely describe
what treatment they were subjected to
in the presence of the policemen them-
selves and this was a great success
when we had a legal confrontation in
front of high level authorities. This
workshop was conducted end of last
year 2003 in cooperation with the Save
the Children — Sweden organization
and it was very touching to see the chil-
dren pointing their fingers at the
policemen who did them wrong.

This is only a very simplified picture
of what we are doing. I not only work
from my office I work from home, and
I frequently call the police offices at
night to find out if they have any
minors in custody, and I regularly meet
with the authorities to plan for coming
steps. The project lasted from mid
2002 and until the end of 2003.

I am proud today to say that since the
starting of 2004 there has not been a
single act of violence against a minor
by police authorities reported. This in
all senses means that we have succeed-
ed in our project and in fact this has led
to stronger ties between the court and
the police officers. This also has been
proved to me again through a consulta-
tion meeting supported by UNICEF for
us and the police authorities and in
which we found great understanding
and cooperation.

Q: “Reform from within” - What
does this line mean to you? And what
are your new projects?

A: My philosophy is “Reform from
within”. You can’t point fingers if you
yourself are in the wrong. Before
reforming your house you have to fix
yourself and create good relationships
with your family living in the same
house. To have a safer and better world
we have to make our country safer and
better. I am a woman who adores dis-

tinction and am very protective of my
country. I want to be able to produce
my best and when I took charge of the
juvenile court in Aden I decided not to
run it in a traditional way and to launch
constructive initiatives. No longer did
we participate in workshops as listen-
ers or viewers, we were a active and
participatory in all the sessions relating
to our work. Following the success of
our project at the end of 2003 we
launched a new one that aims at creat-
ing a ‘violence against children-free
city’ in Aden in 2004. We aim to do so
through awareness activities, cam-
paigns targeting all layers of the socie-
ty and with the support of leadership
figures and prominent characters in the
community such as mosque preachers,
sheikhs and heads of neighborhoods,
social teachers in schools, intellectuals
and media people in addition of course
to the police force who supported us in
our previous project in 2003. We are
conducting lectures and scientific sem-
inars in which people specialized in
psychology, education and legal issues
participated. The general aim of this
project is to spread legal awareness
about juvenile rights and national as
well as international laws in this
regards.

In a way you can say that this is a
response to the call from President Ali
Abdullah Saleh, who first called for
Reform from Within and urged all
Yemenis to work on making our coun-
try a better country.

Q: As a women, do you face diffi-
culties in your work?

A: I face the challenges in my work
because if I surrender to the obstacles 1
will feel frustrated and I may give up
and kill the creative spirit in me, but I
am a woman with a strong will. The
problems I face are those that face a
man, for instance, one who wishes to
build a home without having any
money or any resources. It is the prob-
lem of resources that I am facing the
most in our country, where the budgets
are minimal and ambitions are so high.
I don’t have budgets for activities so I
can’t for example call for a meeting or

“Reform from

conduct a workshop or a seminar or
invite a legal expert to benefit from his
or her expertise. | have to search for
funding and sometimes [ contribute
from my own pocket to support trans-
lation or transport. If I had more fund-
ing I would have done much more.

Q: How do you see the future of
Yemen?

A: In a way, Yemen’s future is a part
of the whole world’s future since natu-
rally Yemen is a part of the world.
However, the future of this country
specifically can be viewed through the
vision of its leader President Ali
Abdullah Saleh, leader of the modern-
ization movement, and who is con-
vinced of the necessity of reform and
change: change that combines between
internal and external obligations. I feel
that he sees where the problems are and
that is why he launched the initiative of
“reform from within”. This is essential
to us especially from our position in
the judiciary system, which is the heart
of the whole system. Reforming the

judiciary system will lead to overall

reform because justice is the founda-
tion of governance. We at the Ministry
of Justice accordingly have launched
an initiative to eliminate the outstand-
ing cases that have piled throughout
the years and we participate strongly in
efforts to curb revenge killings, which
are unfortunately widespread in our
country. I strongly hope that the
Ministry of Justice will approve my
initiative to eliminating violence
against children and generalize this
experience in all of the republic. This is
a long process that requires a lot of
planning and cooperating between
efforts of the Ministry of Justice, the
Supreme Council for Motherhood and
Childhood, the Ministry of Human
Rights and with all national and inter-
national NGOs.

I believe that it is from the justice
system that all reform can take place
and I call on all to participate in our ini-
tiative and to recognize our efforts and
build on them to build national reform
and a better and safer country for all.




Sex education: Is it an urgent

matter or a shameful act of

BY SALEM AL-MAJEDI
For THE YEMEN TIMES

ertainly everyone of us
- occasionally has a strong
desire towards anything
that is vague, especially
things are prohibited or
labeled as “Dangerous... Do not come
closer” because for some, they are
secrets that must be kept deep inside
closed boxes.

We refer here to sex education,
which ought to constitute an essential
part of our cultural awareness in our
social lives. Sexual organs planted in
our bodies could not be simply ignored
permanently, despite our endeavors.
These organs, sometimes referred to as
sexual genitals for both sex genders
(male and female) were created by God
for a reason He knows and we do not.
God has called upon us to ask and to
inquire about the things we are unfa-
miliar with related to our religion and
life from those who may have learned
or have been inspired, as it says in
Quran, “ You may ask those who know
if you do not know”.

Despite that, we have deprived our-
selves and our children of the rights of
searching for appropriate answers to
unclear questions and mysteries and
investigate things that we ourselves
have labeled as prohibited. Ironically,
we have permitted the prohibited and
have prohibited the permitted.
Ironically, many of us get overwhelm-
ingly excited when we hear of stories
of people practicing adultery, depravity
and molestation and illegitimate sex,
while many parents get shocks when
their son or daughter asks about hard to
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understand but yet very still permissi-
ble issues related to sex education.
‘When a student asks his teacher, or
when somebody asks an intellectual or
religious cleric, about the physical
changes he or she is going through
before reaching puberty, they are
deprived of the

These are some of issues that are
directly connected to the physical body
changes for both boys and girls during
the teenage years. They must know
fully what these changes are before
they fall into a trap filled with danger-
ous consequences when they grow to
the age of getting

right to know the
reasons  behind
that or to receive
an appropriate but
true explanation of
such development.

Literate and
illiterate individu-
als continue to
look upon such
issues as issues
that must not be
discussed and for
many of us even
approaching  or
attempting to refer
to such issues is

“Sex education
is one of the
important issues
that need to be
explained and
taught at
schools.”

married and they
still do not know
anything, simply
because we are
supposed to be a
very conservative
society. However,
in the modern
world they could
fall under bad
influences, con-
sidering the num-
ber of satellite
channels that do

not have any
boundaries and do
not bear any

considered by
itself a deviation from normal behav-
ior, ethics and the values of religion.
This is primarily due to the lack of
awareness in Yemeni society in partic-
ular and Arab societies in general.

When a student surprisingly asks his
or her teacher about verses in the Holy
Qur’an referring to the penis, testicles
or their jobs, what would be the
teacher’s reply to such questions?
What would be a teacher’s explanation
of what the definitions are of “speci-
men and sperm”, as referred to in a
verse of the Holy Quran? What would
be the teacher’s explanation of a girl’s
question about menstruation or child-
birth?
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responsibility to
give our children a proper education
that coincides with our values, ethics
and norms. -

Sex education, as part of childhood
policy, must be direct and clear
whether it begins at home or at schools.
Denying our children the answers to
important questions must contribute to
their deviation.

The lesson that generated a crisis
at school

One day during my primary school-
ing, it was very unclear and unusual
that our Islamic subject teacher who
never missed any school day prior to
the class was absent the day she was
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supposed to explain the subject involv-
ing sexual genitals. When the class was
almost over, the principal came and
told us just to read the subject at home.
Of course, we did not understand any-
thing of it. My own interpretation of
subject (based on translation from
Arabic) * a pool filled with water to
wash human souls”. As we later grew
up, we found that that class was not
actually fit for our age.

The opinion of some teachers

There were obvious disparities in
opinions from one teacher to another.
Mahyoub Al-Kamaly, a school princi-
pal, said there is no benefit of talking
about this subject because we are a

conservative society and not a western

society. While Mr. Abdullah Saeed said
that sex education is one of the impor-
tant issues that need to be explained
and taught at schools.

Some sociologists said that sex edu-
cation should be approached more
explicitly than implicitly for students at
a certain critical age period.

Dr. Ezat Kareem, a sociologist in
Egypt, said that explanation falls on the
hand of teachers who must be persua-
sive in conveying the message without
having to be embarrassed since it is a
social issue that is mentioned in the
Quran. The teachers, however, must to
convey the lesson scientifically. She
thinks that there must be coordination
between teachers and parents in order
to make sure the children have under-
stood fully and correctly the subject.

Sex education will always remain an
issue of disparity. It will vary depend-
ing on level of awareness of the socie-
ty.
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Israelis kill Islamist
militant leader in Jenin

Palestinians look at the body of regional commander of Islamic Jihad militants Noman Tahaineh in the West Bank

city of Jenin, July 13.Israeli troops killed Tahaineh as soldiers fired on a car containing wanted men as they tried to
escape capture, military sources said. REUTERS

JENIN, West Bank, July 13
(Reuters) - Undercover Israeli soldiers
shot dead the regional commander of
the Islamic Jihad militant group during
a raid into the West Bank city of Jenin
on Tuesday, Palestinian witnesses and
medics said.

They said Nu’man Tahayna, 38, was
shot by Israeli forces in a vehicle as the

militant leader was driving a taxi.
Another passenger was wounded and
two others were arrested by the Israeli
unit, they added.

An Israeli military source said sol-
diers “closed in” and shot at a car they
were chasing in Jenin, suspecting that
Tahayna — on Israel’s wanted list —
was inside.

A second militant was slightly
wounded and taken to an Israeli hospi-
tal, the source said. Jenin, the centre
for northern West Bank militants, has
seen frequent violence in an almost
four-year-old Palestinian revolt and a
series of raids and arrests since a
Jewish settler motorist was shot dead
nearby on July 4.

Iraq urges NATO to speed
up promised training

BRUSSELS, July 13 (Reuters) -
Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshiyar
Zebari appealed to NATO on Tuesday
to speed up promised training for his
country’s security forces and provide
border security support and military
equipment as well.

“We need this training you prom-
ised us in Istanbul to be carried out as
soon as possible. We need it, in fact we
are in a race against time and it’s a
matter of urgency,” Zebari told a news
conference after meeting ambassadors
of the 26-nation alliance.

The U.S.-dominated alliance
agreed at a summit in Turkey last
month to help train the interim Iraqi
government’s security forces, who are
facing a violent post-war insurgency.

However, the wording of the sum-
mit agreement was left vague because
France resisted a U.S. push for the

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari (L) and NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer address a joint news
conference after a meeting at the Alliance headquarters in Brussels July 13.

alliance to be a  central agency for
training inside the country.

No decisions have been made yet
on whether the training will be a col-
lective mission under NATO’s banner
or whether the alliance will simply
help coordinate individual allies’
efforts.

A NATO delegation visited Iraq
last week to establish what Baghdad
requires, and the alliance will decide
before the end of this month what its
mission will entail.

U.S. Ambassador to NATO
Nicholas Burns said after the meeting
there was a positive response from
allies to Zebari’s call for a speedy and
collective alliance mission.

“I assured him of full U.S. support
to create a NATO training effort on
the ground as soon as possible,” he
said.

REUTERS

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer said the alliance was
looking at a range of training options:
collective, bilateral, both in-country
and elsewhere and help with the
establishment of an Irag-wide com-
mand and control capability.

“These efforts and the results of
these efforts must be  visible very
quickly indeed,” he told the news con-
ference with Zebari, adding that he
was preparing a report on what other
support the alliance could offer the
interim Baghdad government.

De Hoop Scheffer declined to give
details of further support he may pro-
pose, but Zebari said he wanted NATO
to provide military equipment, border
control back-up and security for both
U.N. premises and U.N. personnel
involved in running elections.

Israel rerouting barrier
closer to border-sources

JERUSALEM, July 13 (Reuters) -
Israel is redrawing the route of its West
Bank barrier closer to its borders to ensure
Palestinians are not cut off from their lands
in keeping with a High Court order, secu-
rity sources said on Tuesday.

The World Court, the U.N.’s highest
judicial arm, branded the barrier illegal
and called for its removal in a non-binding
opinion last week rejected by Israel and
hailed by Palestinians.

Two senior U.S. security envoys were
to see Prime Minister Ariel Sharon short-
ly about the repercussions of the World
Court decision, unauthorised Jewish set-
tlement outposts in the West Bank, and his
plan to withdraw settlers from occupied
Gaza.

An Israeli security source said redraft-
ed Defence Ministry guidelines for the
barrier — a 100-metre (330-foot)-wide
swathe of razor-fringed fencing and con-
crete walls — would have it run “as close
as possible” to the Israeli-West Bank
boundary.

The barrier henceforth should not iso-
late nearby Palestinian farmers from olive
and citrus groves or maroon villages in
enclaves without free access to essential
services like schools and hospitals, mar-
kets and West Bank cities, the source said.

“These are the new guidelines the
Defence Ministry intends to operate with.
We are obeying our own High Court, not
The Hague (World Court),” he told
Reuters.

“But it's also a way of deflecting
future international pressure on us (to tear
down the barrier). It’s an important step
after The Hague.”

Sharon cited a bomb that killed a
woman at a bus stop on Monday as further
proof of the need to keep building the bar-
rier Israel bills as its bulwark against
Palestinian militants infiltrating from the
West Bank.

Palestinians condemn it as a ruse to
annex land Israel took in a 1967 war and
deny them a viable state under a U.S.-
backed “road map” peace plan, for the

barrier often curves well into the West
Bank to take in larger settlement blocs.

Landmark high court order

In a precedent-setting June 30 ruling,
the High Court said Israel had a right to
erect a barrier for security reasons on ter-
ritory it considers “disputed”, but ordered
a 30-km (18-mile) segment moved to alle-
viate hardships for Palestinian villages.

It has since ordered construction sus-
pended on other sections subject to
appeals by Palestinian inhabitants,

A Defence Ministry spokesman said
the guidelines were not yet finalised but
added: “In about two weeks there will be
replacement plans for sections rejected by
the High Court”.

Sharon denounced Friday’s World
Court opinion calling for the barrier to be
torn down and follow-up U.N. action to
bring this about as “one-sided and politi-
cally motivated”.

But he said the High Court order
would be heeded, rejecting rightist
demands that it be circumvented with leg-

islation.

Several settlements earmarked to be
on Israel’s side of the barrier, a third of
whose projected 730-km (435-mile) length
has been built, would end up on the other
side as a result of the changes, the Israeli
daily Yedioth Ahronoth said.

Sharon intends to hold on to some
West Bank settlement blocs while evacu-
ating all 7,500 settlers from smaller, vul-
nerable enclaves in Gaza next year under
a plan to “disengage” from conflict with
Palestinians in revolt for a state since
2000.

His plan provoked defections by far-
right allies that cost him his parliamentary
majority. On Monday Sharon agreed with
veteran opposition leader Shimon Peres to
strive for a “unity” coalition to keep the
Gaza withdrawal blueprint on track.

The leadership of Peres’ centre-left
Labour party planned a vote on Tuesday
to launch formal coalition negotiations
with Likud, a prospect fiercely opposed
by hawks in Sharon’s party.

A Palestinian woman passes a watchtower close to Israel’s controversial
security barrier at the Qalandia checkpoint on the way from the West Bank
city of Ramallah to Jerusalem July 9.The World Court will rule on Friday
that Israel’s West Bank barrier, which has wrought hardship for thousands
of Palestinians, violates international law and should be torn down.
REUTERS

“allies to

Baghdad police round
up 500 suspects in raids

BAGHDAD, July 13 (Reuters) -
Baghdad police detained more  than
500 suspects in a crackdown on crime
on Tuesday as the interim govern-
ment and the United States urged their
resist demands from kidnap-
pers holding foreign hostages in Iraq.

Drug dealers and arms traders were
among those arrested.

The captors of a Filipino made no
public response to  confused signals
from Manila over whether it intends to
comply  with their demands to bring
its troops home early from Iraq. Two
Bulgarians are also under threat, pend-
ing militant demands.

Any Philippine decision to
advance the scheduled departure date
of August 20 for the 51-strong human-
itarian force would be unwelcome to
the United States and to the Baghdad
government.

“While this is a decision for the
Philippine government, we  believe
such a decision would send the wrong
signal to terrorists around the globe,”
a senior U.S. official said.

Mowaffaq Abboud, an adviser to
Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshiyar
Zebari, declined comment on Manila’s
stance, but said the government felt it
was unwise to give in to kidnappers.

“This would encourage the terror-
ists to continue these  practices,” he
told Reuters.

The government has vowed to
tackle criminals, kidnappers,  insur-
gents and foreign militants behind the
violence and  lawlessness sweeping
Iraq since last year’s U.S.-led invasion.

“Till now the police have arrested
527 people in Rusafa,” an  Interior
Ministry source said of Tuesday’s raids
that began in  the early hours in a
swathe of eastern Baghdad.

He said the sweep had netted sus-
pected drug dealers and weapons
traders, and would be expanded to
other parts of Baghdad. The source

said the suspects would be investigat-
ed, adding he could not say how long
the raids would last.

Raids in North

“Organised crime is present in
many areas, and we have to  end it,”
said the source.

The raid followed a similar opera-

tion on Monday in Baghdad’s Kifah
district in which scores of people were
detained.
" Saddam Hussein released all com-
mon criminals in a pre-war  amnesty
widely seen as contributing to a crime-
wave in [raq.

In separate raids in three cities on
Monday, Kurdish and U.S. forces
detained 15 militants from a group
accused by Washington of links to al
Qaeda, a senior Kurdish official said.

Among those detained in Kirkuk,
Samarra and Baquba, all north of
Baghdad, was a suspected leader of
Ansar al-Islam, said the official of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan party.

Iraqi National Guardsmen fought a
gunbattle with insurgents in a car
who had fired on their patrol in the
northern city of  Mosul on Tuesday.
An officer in the security force said
one  guard and two attackers were
killed. Nine guards were wounded.

Nato training

The government, trying to enforce
its grip after taking over from U.S.-
led occupiers on June 28, remains
dependent on a 160,000-strong,
mostly American, multinational force.

In Brussels, Foreign Minister
Zebari urged NATO to speed up
promised training for his country’s
fledgling security forces and to pro-
vide border security support and mili-
tary equipment.

“We need this training you prom-
ised us in Istanbul to be carried out as
soon as possible. We need it, in fact we

are in a  race against time and it’s a
matter of urgency,” the foreign min-
ister said after meeting NATO ambas-
sadors.

The 26-nation alliance agreed at a
summit in Turkey last month to help
train Iraqi security forces, but France
and Germany object to any collective
NATO presence inside Iraq.

The government has promised to
wield a “sharp sword” against
diechard insurgents and foreign mili-
tants, but also plans to offer an
amnesty for Iragi fighters who lay
down their arms.

The Philippine army was awaiting
word from the government on
whether it would withdraw from Iraq
by July 20 as demanded by  kidnap-
pers threatening to behead hostage
Angelo de la Cruz.

Foreign Secretary Delia Albert
repeated a statement by her  deputy
that the Philippines would withdraw its
troops “‘as soon  as possible” but did
not clarify what this meant.

Deputy Foreign Minister Rafael
Seguis had made the offer in an
appeal to the captors aired on Arabic Al
Jazeera television.

The kidnappers had extended an
execution deadline for De la  Cruz to
Monday night. They then said they had
moved him “to the place of imple-
menting the punishment”, Al Jazeera
said.

Bulgaria, which has vowed not to
withdraw its troops from lIragq, reiter-
ated that its two nationals held hostage
there were alive despite the expiry of
an execution deadline on Friday.

A group led by Jordanian militant
Abu Musab al-Zargawi,  which has
already beheaded an American and a
South Korean in  Irag, had threatened
to kill truck drivers Georgi Lazov, 30,
and Ivailo Kepov, 32, unless U.S.-led
forces freed Iraqi prisoners.



Japan PM back in action
after election setback

TOKYO, July 13 (Reuters) - Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi on
Tuesday announced a South Korean
summit next week in a sign that he was
back in action after an embarrassing
weekend election that one minister
called a “bitter outcome” for the ruling
party.

Koizumi’s Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) suffered a setback in
Sunday’s election for parliament’s
upper house, missing by two its target
of retaining 51 of the 121 seats up for
grabs.

“We must really be more sensitive
to criticism,” Finance Minister
Sadakazu Tanigaki told a news confer-
ence. “It was a bitter outcome.”

Many voters were dismayed by
reforms to the creaking state pension
system that cut benefits and raise pre-
miums and by the dispatch of some
550 Japanese troops to help rebuild
Iraq.

But the LDP-led ruling coalition
kept its majority in the less powerful of
parliament’s two chambers and party
leaders quickly agreed that there was
no need for Koizumi to step down.
Media had earlier reported that
Koizumi would meet South Korean
President Roh Moo-hyun on the island
of Cheju from July 21-22 for talks
focused on North Korea's nuclear arms

programmes.

The government appeared to have
delayed confirmation until it was clear
that Koizumi would survive the poll.
Media and some analysts say Koizumi,
who sprang to power in 2001 on a
wave of support for his promises of
economic reform, has lost some of his
clout as a result of his party’s poor
showing and could have trouble forg-
ing ahead with his agenda. Others,
though, note that Koizumi faces no
national elections for the rest of his
term as LDP president, which ends in
September 2006 — a fact that could
embolden him.

The first real clue to whether
Koizumi will compromise more with
his conservative LDP critics is likely to
be a cabinet reshuffle planned for
September.

“Koizumi does look somewhat
weaker ... The shine is wearing off,”
said one Western diplomat. “But at the
end of the day, the question remains as
to who would be a credible successor
and he is still comfortably in control of
both houses and can afford a mini-
rebellion in his own party and still have
enough votes,” he added. :

“I think we’ll get a better idea
when he conducts the cabinet reshuf-
fle.” TAKENAKA'S FATE One
focus of the cabinet reshuffle will be

the fate of Economics Minister Heizo
Takenaka, an academic credited with
crafting many of Koizumi’s reforms
and who was elected to parliament for
the first time in Sunday’s poll.

Takenaka, who is also financial
services minister, clinched around
720,000 votes to win a seat in the upper
house, an impressive showing for an
election debut but fewer than the 1 mil-
lion votes the LDP had earlier hoped he
would attract.

“I said that we must turn this harsh
wind around and make it a springboard
to proceed with stronger structural
reforms,” Takenaka told reporters after
Tuesday’s cabinet meeting. Analysts
said that Takenaka might have done
well enough to clinch his appointment
to a mooted new cabinet post in charge
of privatising the postal system, one of
Koizumi’s pet projects and a reform
that is opposed by many conservative
LDP lawmakers.

How bold Koizumi wants to be,
however, is itself unclear. “I wouldn’t
draw a comparison between a bold
reformer before the election and a lame
duck after,” the diplomat said. “He has
always proceeded in a fairly crab-like
way on reforms.”

The main opposition Democratic
Party made impressive gains in
Sunday’s election, winning 50 seats, up

Japan Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
from 38 before the poll.

The Democrats’ performance
added credibility to its assertion that it
is a viable alternative to the LDP and
was a fresh sign that a true two-party

system was emerging in a country
dominated by the LDP for the past half
century.

“This election was not a goal, but a
process,” Democratic Party chief

Katsuya Okada told a news conference
on Tuesday. “I want to press forward
without resting towards our goal of a
change in government.”

HK unpopular leader in heated
debate with democrats

Hong Kong Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa (L) sits beside Gao Siren, head of Beijing's main representative office

in Hong Kong, during a ceremony in Hong Kong marking the 100th birthday of the late Chinese paramount leader
Deng Xiaoping, July 12. China’s top envoy in Hong Kong said on Monday that Beijing will allow more pro-democra-
cy supporters to visit the mainland, a move that may help improve relations between China and the local democrat-

ic camp. REUTERS

HONG KONG, July 13 (Reuters) -
Hong Kong's Beijing-backed leader,
Tung Chee-hwa, traded barbs with pro-
democracy politicians in a rare debate
on Tuesday in the city’s legislature on
demands for more popular say in pick-
ing lawmakers.

Tung rejected fresh calls from legis-
lators who urged him to ask China to
allow the city more democracy and
said in a heated question-and-answer
session that it was not in his power to
ask Beijing to change its mind.

In April, China’s National People’s
Congress, or parliament, shrugged off
growing calls for more democracy and
ruled out full, direct elections for Hong
Kong from 2007, even though the ter-
ritory’s mini-constitution allows it.

“The Chief Executive’s responsibili-
ty is to implement (parliament’s) deci-
sion and be responsible to the central
Chinese government,” Tung told legis-
lators, adding that he could not ask
China’s parliament to amend its deci-
sion.

It was his first appearance in the
chamber since half a million people
joined a rally on July 1 to demand the
right to elect their own leader and all
their legislators.

Tung said he had already informed
Beijing of the popular calls for more
democracy before parliament made its
decision.

“We’ve clearly heard democracy
calls in society,” Tung said.

Many pro-democracy legislators
were not satisfied.

“You appear to care about our
demands but we feel you are actually
indifferent,” said Andrew Cheng of the
Democratic Party.

“Aren’t you worried that by doing
s0 you are planting a time bomb in
your government? How many people
need to take to the streets before you
will fight for one-man-one-vote for
Hong Kong people?” Cheng asked.

Qutside the legislature, a small
group of protesters demanded that
Tung resign.

“Step down! Step down!” they
shouted.

Tung renewed a pledge to lobby
Beijing to allow pro-democracy
activists to visit the mainland. Many of
them have been barred since they
backed the pro-democracy movement
in Tiananmen Square in the Chinese
capital in 1989.

“I"1l deal with it actively. But it will

take some time,” Tung said. “I can’t
give a time frame.”

On Monday, China’s top envoy in
Hong Kong said Beijing would allow
more democracy activists to visit
China after it issued a one-visit visa to
a former democracy activist last week.

Some people believe Beijing wants
to avoid alienating voters before elec-
tions for the legislature in September.
Others fear it may be trying to divide
the pro-democracy camp by dangling
visas in front of some activists but not
others.

A poll by the University of Hong
Kong showed Tung’s support rating
slipped in early July after the democra-
cy rally. Some 66 percent of about 600
respondents gave him a vote of no con-
fidence, up from 59 percent in late
June.

Beijing selected the former shipping
tycoon to be Hong Kong’s first chief
executive after the end of British colo-
nial rule in 1997, but growing unhappi-
ness with his leadership has triggered
the biggest pro-democracy push in the
territory in years.

Philippines says to quit
Iraq,army still awaits order

MANILA, July 13 (Reuters) - The
Philippine army was awaiting word on
Tuesday on whether it would withdraw
from Iraq earlier than scheduled amid
deepening confusion over Manila’s
response to militants threatening to behead
a hostage if its troops stay.

Foreign Secretary Delia Albert repeat-
ed a statement by her deputy that the
Philippines would withdraw “as soon as
possible” but did not clarify whether
Manila plans to pull out its troops by July
20 in line with the hostage takers’
demands.

“When Deputy Foreign Minister
Rafael Seguis spoke this morning during
his interview with Al Jazeera, he spoke
with foreknowledge and full authority of
the Philippine government,” Albert said
after an emergency foreign office meeting
in Manila. Seguis told the Arabic Al
Jazeera television station that Manila was
offering to withdraw its forces as soon as
possible, but did not specify a date.
Government officials in Manila declined
to clarify his statement.

An army spokesman said no official
order to withdraw had been received and
the family of de la Cruz was sceptical after
a series of misleading government state-
ments since the crisis began with the
abduction of the 46-year-old truck driver
last week.

“We have not had an order from any
office regarding the pull-out,” army
spokesman Daniel Lucero said.

“We are prepared to implement our
withdrawal plan.”

A senior army officer told Reuters it
was possible to pull out the small
Philippine contingent within three days, in
line with the militants’ demands for a with-
drawal by July 20, but that it would require
logistical assistance from the United
States. President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo’s government had previously said
it would not change plans to withdraw its
51 soldiers, all working on humanitarian
projects, as scheduled on August 20.

She faces a dilemma between trying to
save de la Cruz, who comes from her
home province, and maintaining her
staunch alliance with the United States,
which led the war on Iraq and is a major
donor of military aid to the Philippines.

Family confused,

WARY Police used batons and water
cannon on Tuesday to break up a march in
Manila by about 200 demonstrators criti-
cising Arroyo and calling for the govern-
ment to withdraw from Iraq. Several peo-
ple were wounded, witnesses said.

Seguis’s statement followed a new
deadline for de la Cruz that was also
shown on Al Jazeera and in which mili-
tants said he was being prepared for exe-
cution and would be killed shortly unless
Manila agreed to pull out its troops by July
20.

The latest deadline came as a shock
for family and friends who have been wait-

ing and praying at de la Cruz’s house north
of Manila. Philippine officials said on
Monday that the militants had added 48
hours to a deadline of 1900 GMT on
Sunday.

Philippine officials wrongly said that
de la Cruz was close to release on
Saturday, prompting premature celebra-
tions.

“1 hope that what TV is reporting is
true,” said Beth Reyes, a sister of Angelo.
“We are already confused and don’t want
any wrong information like last Saturday.”

Churches around the predominantly
Roman Catholic country have held special
masses to pray for de la Cruz, with some
clergy vocal in their criticism of Arroyo’s
pro-U.S. policies. “The government is
kowtowing to U.S. policies and not assert-
ing its independence,” Father Paul
Marquez said after holding a mass for de la
Cruz in Manila's financial district.

But protests have been small, with
many seeming to recognise the govern-
ment faces a tough choice.

Giving in to the militants’ demands
would open the government to criticism
that it is encouraging further hostage-tak-
ings.

“The price of sticking to moral princi-
ple might be stiff in the short term,” news-
paper columnist Alex Magno wrote on
Tuesday.

“But if we appease the bad elements,
we will encourage conditions that create
even more victims.”

Filipino church members and militant leaders appeal to Arroyo’s government to withdraw Filipino troops from Iraq,

to save the life of Filipino truck driver Angelo dela Cruz, during a press conference in Manila's Makati financial dis-
trict July 13. The Philippine Army was awaiting word on Tuesday on whether it would withdraw from Iraq earlier
than scheduled amid confusion over Manila’s response to militants threatening to behead a hostage if troops did

not pull out. REUTERS



Blair to discover Iraq
iInquiry verdict early

LONDON, July 13 (Reuters) - Tony
Blair will receive an advance copy on
Tuesday of a high-level report into
British intelligence on Iraq’s weaponry,
which threatens to further weaken his
public ratings.

The prime minister will have up to a
day longer than his opponents to digest
the result of five months of investigation
by former top civil servant Lord Butler.

The report will be published at 1130
GMT on Wednesday and Blair will
respond with a statement to parliament.

His aides are hoping the report will
help him draw a line under Iraq and
refocus on domestic politics ahead of
next year’'s expected general election.

But it is likely to be uncomfortable
reading for a leader who took his coun-
try into war against overwhelmingly
negative public opinion and may cost
him dearly in two elections on Thursday
where a large Muslim vote could turn
against him.

Butler’s report mirrors a Senate
inquiry in Washington which last week
found U.S. intelligence agencies over-
stated the threat of Iraqi weapons, relied
on dubious sources and ignored contrary
evidence in the run-up to the 2003 inva-
sion.

UK intelligence is widely expected to
be criticised too, though most observers
doubt Butler will take political scalps.

“I don’t want to see the intelligence
community become the scapegoats for
this,” said Liberal Democrat leader
Charles Kennedy. “The political judg-
ments ... have got to be faced up to.”

Blair persuaded parliament to back
war on Iraq on the basis that Baghdad
had biological and chemical weapons.

A notorious UK dossier from
September 2002 said some could have
been fired within 45 minutes of an order
to do so. Yet more than a year after
Saddam Hussein was ousted, no such
weapons have been found and Blair
admitted for the first time last week they

Britain’s Prime Minister Tony Blair.
may never be.

WAS INTELLIGENCE MISUSED?

Experts say the failure of intelligence
was important but was dwarfed by the
use the government made of it.

“The big public issue is ‘why did we
go to war and did the prime minister
misuse the intelligence that was fed to
him?’” said Oliver Miles, a former
British ambassador in the Middle East.
“The evidence is very strong that he
did,” Miles told Reuters.

Butler’s remit was to look primarily at
“structures, processes and systems”
rather than the actions of individuals.

Sir John Walker, a former chief of

defence intelligence, said intelligence
should only be used to inform policy. “It
seems to me that policy was driving

REUTERS

intelligence and that is an extremely
dangerous thing to do,” he added.

‘Earlier this year, Lord Hutton's
inquiry into the suicide of weapons
expert David Kelly unearthed intelli-
gence officials whose doubts about the
2002 dossier were not acted upon.

It also cast a critical light on the close
ties between Blair’s then media chief,
Alastair Campbell, and John Scarlett,
head of the Joint Intelligence
Committee, who was in charge of com-
piling the dossier. Campbell suggested
changes to the draft.

Experts say Blair has little hope of
putting Iraq behind him while British
troops remain there and violence contin-
ues.

“I don’t think anybody’s off the hook,
not Bush, not Blair,” said Miles.

INVITATION FOR BID

Ibb University

hereby announces a bid invitation No. (6) 2004,

Kerry seeks gain from

Bush rift with rights group

BOSTON, July 12 (Reuters) -
Democratic presidential candidate
John Kerry tried to capitalize on grow-
ing rancor between the White House
and civil rights leaders on Monday by
accusing President George W. Bush of
ignoring racial and economic inequal-
ities in the United States.

At a fund-raiser in his home state of
Massachusetts, Kerry put a spotlight
on Bush’s decision last week not
address the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
and presented himself as a long-time
civil-rights supporter inspired by John
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King.

“My friends, I will be a president
who meets with the leadership of the
Civil Rights Congress, who meets
with the NAACP,” he told a predomi-
nantly black audience.

A Kerry spokesman said later the
senator meant to refer to the
Washington-based coalition called the
Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights rather than the Civil Rights
Congress.

Kerry, 60, is scheduled to speak to
the NAACP, the oldest and largest
U.S. civil rights organization, on
Thursday at its annual convention in
Philadelphia.

Last week, Bush declined an
NAACP speaking invitation because
of “hostile political rhetoric” from the
group’s leaders. “You've heard the
rhetoric and the names they’ve called
me,” Bush told the Philadelphia
Inquirer.

NAACP Chairman Julian Bond has
accused the Bush administration of
presiding over racial divisions in edu-
cation, criminal justice and voting
rights.

Even so, Republicans say Bush,
who drew only 8 percent of the black
vote in the 2000 election, has made an
appeal to African Americans a priority
of his re-election campaign.

White House national security
adviser Condoleezza Rice, the first

black woman to hold the position and
one of Bush’s closest aides, defended
his civil rights record.

“I know that this is a president
whose record is impeccable on civil
rights, impeccable on the interests of
African Americans, and I'm quite
comfortable with the decision he’s
taken,” Rice said on CNN.

Black voter support could be crucial
in the Nov. 2 election, which analysts
believe may be as close as the 2000
race, decided in Bush’s favor by the
U.S. Supreme Court.

In his first solo public appearance
since a four-day campaign swing with
his vice presidential running mate
John Edwards, Kerry sounded out
some of Edwards’ signature themes
about a divided America.

He pointed to inequities faced by
blacks in criminal justice and educa-

U.S. Democratic presidential candidate U.S. Senator John Kerry (D-MA) (L)

tion while accusing the Bush adminis-
tration of pursuing tax cuts for the
wealthy at the expense of working
families.

“All across this country, John and [
saw a separate and unequal school sys-
tem in America 50 years after Brown
vs. Board of Education. That's unac-
ceptable,” Kerry said in reference to
the Supreme Court ruling that out-
lawed school segregation.

“We’ve got more African Americans
in jail than we do in college. That's
unacceptable,” he added.

Kerry said he “understands that the
job of the presidency is not to look for
the lowest common denominator of
American politics by which you can
divide and win for a few; it’s to find
the highest common denominator of
American politics and unite and win
for the many.”

a o

and his wife Teresa take the stage at a campaign fundraising concert in
Boston, Massachusetts, July 12. Singers Jackson Browne and Michelle

Branch performed for the audience as well.

REUTERS
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concerning the construction of the
Central Library and its relevant infrastructure

Interested eligible and specialized bidder companies (local and international)
classified as first rank in the field of construction are invited to be present at
the University Headquarters - General Administration of Purchase and Stores
which is located at Salabat Al-Sayyda Arwa, Ibb Republic of Yemen - to obtain
bidding documents upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 70.000 Yemeni
Riyals.
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a- A copy of the classification certificate that proves that they are registered as
first class in the “construction”, along with the original for verification.

b- Documents proving that they have carried out similar projects with the same
level and status (a copy of the agreement and minutes of the project deliv-
ery must be enclosed).

Given that, tender bids submission must meet the following requirements:
1- Bids should be accompanied by a bid security “Bank guarantee or payable
cheque” of a minimum of 2.5% of the total bid price valid for 90 days.

2- Bids should be accompanied by a copy of the tax license renewed for 2004,

along with the original for verification.
3- Tender bids should be delivered in envelopes sealed with red wax. )
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Any tender bid that does not meet the above-mentioned requirements will not
be accepted. The deadline for submitting tender bids will be at 10 o’clock on
Sunday 22/8/2004. Bids will be opened at 11 o’clock on the same day at the
University Headquarters in the presence of the bidders or their representatives.
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Words of Wisdom

Parents and family elders are not providing good role
models, either. Many adults spend their time chewing
qat and watching satellite TV programs that represent
the lowest common denominator. the children’s recre-
ational needs are mostly neglected, leaving hem to
wander off into the streets and mix with bad compa-

ny.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Transparency: key
to development |

my_rom the experience I have gained as the editor of §
“Yemen Times, and from the many relationships §
- I have had with local organizations, government §
* officials and Yemeni individuals, I have come to §
conclude that one of the major obstacles to the |
progrcss of Yemen as a nation is lack of transparency.
| 1 have come to understand that Yemeni society, and per- |
i haps Arabs and people of other developing countries, have §
i the habit of secrecy on almost everything. Perhaps the rea- |
i son is that mentioned in the Arab Human Development §
| Report 2003, i.e., lack of proper access to information and §
i knowledge. This of course is attributed to strict laws and §
| regulations, and sometimes to a culture that prevents the }f
E flow of information and adds a lot of restrictions to infor- §
L mation that is in other countries widely available, the reve-
L lation of which is essential according to the law.
. Transparency is very limited in private companies as
- well as governmental offices. From the minister down to
| the regular worker, the culture of hiding information is §
| widely observed. I have received information about cases f§
| in which the deputy minister cannot handle the minister’s §
| affairs when he is away because of the many unclear or
| obscure transactions and communications he has with oth-
| ers.
| Some claim that this is the bureaucracy that was inherit- |
| ed decades ago from experiences of Egypt and other Arab |
countries, which were strict in revealing information. On |
| the other hand, we are a society that is conservative, and |
| such a combination could create a stubborn culture that §
| cannot be moved easily. :'

What is the solution? :
| The problem of lack of transparency in Yemen can be §
| dealt with in a number of ways. Firstly, in the governmen- |
| tal domain, there should be very clear laws that identify the §
| very few classified areas of information and the rest. In §
| many cascs, this will take time. But it doesn’t hurt to start |
| the process. Secondly, the press should play a vital role in |
| revealing information to the public. The Yemeni constitu- §
L tion and laws are truly marvelous in guaranteeing the right §
 of the citizen to know and the right of the journalist to gath- |
| er information. In fact, there is even a clause in the Yemeni §
L Press and Publications Law that grants journalist and news- §
| papers the right to gather information from their sources. |
i Article 14: “A journalist has the right to obtain informa- §
| tion, news, data and statistics from their sources”

. Article 49: A newspaper may obtain information, data
- and statistics from its sources”

. However, there is no mention of any punishment or
| response to government officials who deny journalists the
| right to access information. There should be a clear punish-
| ment or procedure that needs to apply in such circum-
| stances for information to be accessible and hence trans-
| parency to be promoted.
| On the non-governmental and individual levels, using

| force would not be appropriate, but rather long-term strate-
| gies should be adopted. Educating children of the impor-
| tance of transparency should be promoted in schools and

| through awareness campaigns. 3
| In brief, the essence of democracy is the right to know, £
| and that the right to know is a means to build transparency |§
| in any country, and no doubt, transparency is a major fac- |§
| tor for development. That has been proven many times in |
| the past for the developed world. I am sure it would be |

| prove right in our case too.
: The Edzmr
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Insulting ‘Abyssinia’
article expected...

By ABEX MARYLAND
axw@umd.com

_he comment and article
_by Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Shamsaddin
Megalommatis on

‘Abyssinia’ does not sur-
prlse me. Many people scholars or
regular from this part of the world are
consistent with this kind demonizing
comments about Ethiopia.

You would like to see Ethiopia to go
through the path once Egypt had
passed. To intensify ethnic cleansing
and religious bigotry among
Ethiopians, then you do your best to
intensify the conflict by helping your
favorites the Moslems to wipe out the
Christians. The end result you would
like to see is, the Moslem Ethiopians if
possible eradicating all or limiting the
number of Christians in Ethiopia to the
extent they are irrelevant in the coun-
tries future as your ancestors did it in

Egypt.

Unfortunately, this did not work
even for the government currently in
power, you can then imagine how hard
it can for those instigating from out-
side like you. I have seen your previ-
ous article and look like you have hid-
den agenda. Believe it or not most of
us still consider our self as Ethiopian
and Moslem/ Christian when we were
born.

We have shown that for many years
before, even at a time the government
was openly favoring one religion over
the other one. It is not because one
likes to be dominated by another, but it
is worthwhile to wait the right time
rather than fighting a fight with no end
to it. Even if we are poor (until we get
what you have gotten across the sea)
we are civil and proud. We have
showed that to the world by going to
our daily living many days if not
months without government. If we
were not civil, you should see at least

few percentage of what happened in
other countries when they had no gov-
ernment. We can easily organize to
fight outside intruders than against
each other (ask Italians, the Mehadis,
Egyptians and off course the
Yemenis).

This is what we are and no body and
no propaganda would change it. Do
not waste to split Ethiopia along reli-
gious line, it is impossible!! Once we
are far from home, we look for
Ethiopian (including willing Eritrean)
despite his/her religion (religion does
not even part of the equation). If not
Ethiopian, then off course, we look to
our neighboring brothers, Somali,
Sudanese, Kenyan and Etc., then to
the rest of Africa. We really cross Red
Sea to seek friends once we are out-
side our country, because we never
had a true friend from that part of the
world in the last thousands of years.
This is the fact on the ground; even
your articles justify that.

More about the
response on ‘Abyssinia’

By ZEru IsAAcC
zeragito@yahoo.co.uk

_his letter of mine is about
_the response by Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Shamsaddin
Megalommatis printed on
Thurday July 1 in your

newspaper.

Thank you for your interesting arti-
cles about our region. It has been a
pleasure to witness such an original
point of view. I would like to share my
own thoughts about the topic with you
and would greatly appreciate your
comments.

‘Ethiopia’, ‘Sudan’ and ‘Abyssinia’,
are they not terms and definitions
coined by Greeks and Arabs?

If 1 am not mistaken, ‘Ethiopia’
stems from the Greek term Ethi-Opus
meaning ‘burnt face’, hence Ethiopia
means land of burnt faces.

Perhaps the Greeks thought that all
black people constituted one nation, or
just coined this term to refer to ‘Black
People’, or it might be a muddle of
both things, that has come about over
time.

Doesn’t ‘Sudan’ similarly mean ‘the
blacks’ in Arabic?

Doesn’t ‘Abyssinia’ also stem from
the Arabic term ‘Habasha’ which is
supposed to mean ‘mixed’ or some-
thing?

Perhaps the Arabs also coined these
terms in a muddle of trying to define
races and nations.

Peoples and rulers of the region have
adopted these terms to define them-
selves.

In my opinion, neither “Sudan”,
“Abyssinia” nor “Ethiopia” are useful
terms when discussing the history of
any country in the Horn of Africa.

There were no ancient kingdoms or

- Empires with those names.

As you yourself stated, there was an
Axum, a Nubia (Meroe) and also a
Punt. Why continue to confuse these
real entities with the mythical
“Abyssinia”, “Sudan” or “Ethiopia™?

The port of Adulis was indeed an
Axumite port, not an ‘Abyssinian’ port.

But the Axumite Empire ceased to
exist when the coast (of present day
Eritrea) was occupied by Muslims in
the 8th century, and the inland broke

apart into several disputing Christian
‘Kingdoms’ and territories.

The fall of Axum resulted in much
the same thing as the fall of Meroe
(Nubia) that you mentioned.

Yet the history after the fall of the
Axumite Empire is something bitterly
disputed between Ethiopian and
Eritrean scholars.

From an Eritrean point of view, that
is where the historical separation
between what is currently known as
Eritrea and Ethiopia, begins. It does
not just go back to the creation of
Eritrea as a colony. The people of
Eritrea  weren’t  Ethiopian or
Abyssinian before their creation as a
colony.

The western lowlands (Barka,
Bogos) and the coastline (various sul-
tanates) was under Arabic influence
while the Christian highlands (Medri
Bahri or Mereb Mellash) resisted the
rule of all others but their own village
council of elders.

Despite our cultural similarities, we
are in fact two separate nations with
deep-seated differences that go beyond
colonialism.

the

That is the problem of the
Muslim Umma
have a response to one of

your readers, Munir
Almaweri, who defended
alian ideas to the Muslim
world. I want to ask him, “I
wonder if you are a Muslim
or not.” How could you say
we need to separate the
two? Wallah, I have to say
that ‘Sawa’ Radio and TV
network and all the other
‘Western propaganda did its
job with you in alienating
you from Islam.

Islam is a state that is
why it is could an Ideology.
It is best on a foundation
that will help the world and
a foundation that was creat-
ed by the Creater himself.
The only reason the other
Ideologies didn’t work for
them is that they were man
made.

The only reason that the
Muslim Umma is in the
state is because we left
Islam not because Islam left
use. One way we dropped
Islam is people like you that
were brain wasted by the
‘West to think that their sys-

tem is right. T have lived in
the US my whole life and 1
can see it is not a good sys-
tem.

Please, don’t spread this
nonsense of separation to
the rest of the Muslim
Umma. Its enough we are
losing you. Please look in
to the System and see what
it is all about before you tell
the Muslims to jump into
the fire. It is your duty as a
Muslim to try to reestablish
an Islamic State not make it
go away for good. Insha
allah, you get the point that
you need to understand
Islam and Capitalism and
the harm of Capitalism and
the benefit of Islam as a
State. It is going to be a
very sad day when I hear
that.

Amar Hussain Alagawari

An example for
other dictators
Fhen I saw the former
* Iraqi president being
interrogated on TV, I imme-
diately recalled his past bru-
tal, bloody, horrendous
regime. All of a sudden, I

remembered mass
graves, the chambers of tor-
ture, carnage, massacres,
murdering committed by
him against Iraqgis. I also
remembered the invasion of
Kuwait, and the war with
Iran and the loss of a mil-
lion of Iraqis killed and
wounded. Furthermore, I
remembered the Halabja
massacre where 5 thousands
exterminated by chemical
weapon. In fact, I remem-
bered the catastrophe and
disaster of Iraq during his
totalitarian and dictatorial
regime.

Therefore, undoubtedly, 1
felt no sorry and no mercy
for the current situation that
he is now in, with cuffs in
both hands and legs like a
thief, and with a humiliating
and degrading situation that
has never happened to any
Arab and Muslim leader
before him.

Really, it is incredible to
see the former Iraqi presi-
dent, who used to dictatori-
ally rule Iraq and Iraqis with
no one even dare criticize
him, being shown on TV to

the whole universe in a
humiliating way.

Certainly, it is a very
good example and lesson to
all Arab and Muslim leaders
to take it into consideration.

Yes, it is a very good
chance for Arab and
Muslim leaders to reconcile
with their people and
nations before it is too late.
They have to do it or the
may face the same result,
who knows?

Arabs and Muslims need
and demand their leaders to
fulfill  the following
reforms: democracy, the
practice of law in all aspects
of life, freedom of speech,
press. They also want to live
with respect and dignity and
to feel secure and safe in
their own countries.

I think the ball now is in
the field of Arab and
Muslim leaders to play it
correctly and properly, oth-
erwise they may find them-
selves outside the field like
the former Iraqi president.

Ali Saeed
abumohamad2004@yah
oo.com

By Hassan Al-Haifi

When will Israel
really want peace?

=g he International Court of Justice decision,

i clearly rendered the so called “Security Wall”
or sometimes “security fence”, which Israel is
building in the West Bank an illegitimate
enterprise.

The decision also goes to prove

that Isracl s policies under Ariel Sharon are not in line
with a quest for peace or cohesion with the international
community’s desires to work towards a peaceful world.
What Israel has time and again shown is that it neither
wants peace nor to abide by any laws or statutes that will

regulate its hunger for land and Ariel’s
for Arab blood.

Sharon’s hunger
If the havoc that Ariel Sharon has

unleashed in the Holy Land has not done enough to satis-
fy Israel’s quests in the West Bank, then Ariel Sharon went
on to build his diabolical wall, to make sure that all this
havoc does not get lost. Israel has no intention of living at
peace with the Palestinians, nor is it willing to let the
Palestinians live in any decent conditions worth living.

Time and again,

notwithstanding the eyes of the world

being so busy with the unsettled situation in Iraq, Ariel
Sharon’s thugs are continuously making life as miserable
as it can be in what remains of Palestine. How can that
ever be the doings of a man who earnestly wants peace?
Time and again, the Israelis have been told by the inter-
national community, this is just not the way to seek peace.
Time and again, Ariel Sharon carries out his relentless
drive to end all facets of a neighboring Palestinian State.
The bulldozers and earth moving equipment, side by side
with the latest air and ground military arsenal are out to
drive the Palestinians inch by inch out of their indigenous

homes. So,

to make sure that all these efforts are

entrenched, Ariel Sharon comes up with the building of a

wall, which he says is to secure Israelis from
*. The Israelis claim that because of the wall, sui-
cide bombings have stopped. That is a farce.

bombers’

“suicide

The

Palestinians have been hit so hard over the last four years
that they are demoralized and all facets of organized
resistance have been hatcheted. With merciless bombard-
ment and indiscriminate shillings, the Israelis have killed
all spirit amongst the Palestinians. Even the crippled have
been killed on their wheelchairs, so there can be no means
of organizing any form of resistance even without the

wall.

The Guardian notes:

“the wall also helped, along

with the military strikes, assassinations and arrests that
characterize the Sharon strategy, to cut down the number
of successful suicide attacks in Israel to almost nothing”.
Yet, no one should forget who caused the thereat of sui-

cide bombings:

“But the real, and appalling, threat that

the wall is being built to keep at bay would not have exist-
ed in the form or in the intensity that it does had it not been

for Sharon’s policies”.

Yes, Ariel Sharon, as the Guardian

attests, unleashed his thirst for Palestinian blood in a
deliberate provocative visit to the Al-Agqsa Mosque, with
three thousand men of the Israeli security machine armed
to the teeth (he wasn’t even Prime Minister yet at the

time).

Yes, it was Ariel Sharon, when he ordered his

forces to attack any Palestinian peaceful protest with
“rubber bullets, then with live ammo (remember the bru-
tal killing of Mohammed Al-Durra and so many other
Palestinian children). This was before suicide bombings
hit the airwaves, when the Palestinians realized that the
Israelis were not ready to accept any form of peaceful
protest against an illegitimate occupation that has just
about turned the West Bank and Gaza into the world’s

largest Abu Ghreib-like prison.

To clarify the peaceful

intentions of Ariel Sharon, the Guardian in its Leader Op-
Ed again gives an outsider’s view: “Those included, as
most of the world well knows, an avoidance of negotia-
tions, a refusal to respond to Palestinian efforts at political
reform or ceasefires, and an unreadiness even to entertain
the thought that Hamas might be brought into the search

for a solution.”

It was amazing to hear the Israelis point out that they
have no intentions of abiding by the International Court of
Justice’s decision, as the only law that Israel recognizes is

the Law of the State of Israel.

They want the world to

believe that a nation that was built on stolen land at the
cost of thousands of innocent Palestinian lives, most of
whom were helpless civilians, is really a law abiding

nation that succumbs to the most just of laws.

God only

knows, that Israeli law has made life so miserable during
the occupation that the Palestinians of Jerusalem now only
occupy a small neighborhood and are almost cut out of
their brethren in the rest of the West Bank, thanks to all
sorts of rules and regulations that destroyed many
Palestinian homes in the city and prevented any services
from being accessible to the Palestinians. Of course they
expect us to be fooled by the theatrical Israeli court deci-
sion that placated the petitions of Palestinians who sued
for grievances against the wall. That decision was timed
nicely to come before the ICJ decision, to make the
Israelis seem humane. This observer knows well that even
that decision will never see implementation. Israeli trac-
tors simply never destroy anything that Israel has built.
Oh, they may build a gate here and there and make it look
like they have abided by the decision, but the fact of the
matter is that the wall will be there to stay. Of course, the
ICJ has made it also clear that the United States among
others should see to it that the ICJ decisions are enforced.
Although the 46 ICJ decisions that have so far been issued
were eventually enforced, NO. 47 will simply be shelved
among all the international rulings and conventions as
Israel has been at liberty to make a mockery of interna-

tional legitimacy in all its manifestations.

All thanks of

course go to Uncle Sam, whose representative in the ICJ
was the only decline among the 15 member ICJ tribunal.
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The World Bank response

By PETER WILLEMS
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

resident Ali  Abdullah
| Saleh announced last
month that reducing subsi-
dies on diesel fuel would
be delayed. The president
claimed that there might be repercus-
sions, such as social unrest, if prices
for consumer products rose when sub-
sidies for diesel, which amounts to
$600 million a year. decreased.

The World Bank, which assists the
Yemeni government to plan and imple-
ment economic reform, has expressed
concern for the delay of reducing, and
eventually eliminating, subsidies on

oil products.

The government of Yemen has been
quite clear with us that while they say
they accept our recommendations,
now is not the time to act on them,
Robert Hindle, Country Manager of
The World Bank in Yemen, told
Yemen Times. But The World Bank
continues to believe that our recom-
mendations, which the government
broadly accepts, are easier to follow
sooner rather than later.

One of The World Bank's concerns
is the possible pressure on Yemen's
budget that could develop in the near
future if important economic reform
measures are not implemented soon.

The budget depends mostly on oil

revenue: Roughly 85% of the budget
relies on oil royalties. Oil revenue sta-
bilized over the last four years, and
The World Bank predicted that it
would go down 5% in 2004. But
according to Hindle, It looks like it is
going down faster than that.

Hindle paints a picture that is not
very pretty of what could happen to
Yemen's economy as the government's
revenue continues to fall. As oil royal-
ties go down, the government will not
have enough money to continue its
investments in projects, such as build-
ing schools, roads and improving the
water supply. To continue to pay
salaries the largest part of the budget
the budget would turn into a deficit. A

Laborers waiting to go to work in Sana’a (Yemen Times photo by Peter Willems)

budget deficit could lead to inflation
which puts pressure on the exchange
rate which means that the stability of
the overall system will be in question,
said Hindle.

Worse yet, some of the symptoms of
a possible economic crisis are already
popping up: Inflation over the last 12
months was up to around 15%.

"We are concerned that there will be
a squeeze on the budget, which will be
difficult for the government to bridge,
said Hindle. It not immediate. What
we're talking about is for it to happen
18 to 24 months from now. And the
question is what source of revenue will
replace oil revenue?

Indicators also show that economic
growth needs a boost. Even though the
GDP growth rate is estimated to be
3.9% last year, population growth has
kept up with it. Forty-two percent of
the Yemenis live below the poverty
line, and even though there are differ-
ent figures on unemployment, some
have calculated that between 25% and
30% of the Yemeni population is out of
work. According to a recent Arab
League survey, Yemen remains the
poorest country in the Middle East as
the average annual income per capita
stands at $508.

According to The World Bank, the
key is not only to reduce subsidies but
to pick up the pace of overall econom-
ic reform. Creating a better business
environment to attract investment is
one example.

It is important to take the steps nec-
essary to insure that private businesses
can operate securely and honestly, said
Hindle. ilim talking about a better
Judicial system, property rights that
are acknowledged and enforceable,
import and export items without any
hassles and the ease of business per-
mits and licensing.

As for the $600 million supporting
diesel oil, The World Bank recom-
mends redirecting the money into
more productive investments, such as
education, health care, water supply

Robert Hindle, Country Manager of The World Bank in Yemen (Yemen Times

photo by Peter Willems)

and sanitation projects. The organiza-
tion thinks that the ones being affected
the most will be those who make
money on smuggling diesel into neigh-
boring countries. Subsidies keep the
price of diesel in Yemen approximate-
ly 75% lower than in Saudi Arabia and
Oman.

Many of the benefits from the subsi-
dies don’t go to the poor people but go
to the wealthy people, said Hindle.

Hindle also believes that a social
reaction coming from reducing subsi-
dies now may not be as bad as it might
be in the future when economic condi-
tions get worse.

It makes sense both economically

and politically to act now rather than
later, said Hindle. If action doesn’t
take place soon, we think the social
reactions will be worse.

It was reported that The World Bank
threatened earlier this year to stop
working with the Yemeni government
if more economic reform measures
were not put into place. Hindle denies
that The World Bank threatened the
government.

"We have not threatened the govern-
ment, said Hindle. “But it is also fair to
say that not taking any action cannot
continue forever. We are quite interest-
ed to help Yemen avoid a crisis, said
Hindle.

Census committee

traverses long
distance in.

Preparations

for December
general
census

.he higher Committee
‘entrusted with prepa-
rations for the general
census scheduled on
-  Deccember has made a
long distance in its implementation
of preparatory field paperwork
activities and works for the general
census allover Yemen.

The committee has adopted the
report on the level of the census
field execution that indicated to pro-
duction of 10600 census frames and
maps of various modern aerial, and
topographic allover the gover-
norates. The committee has also
completed discussion of the final
draft for forms of population num-
ber, and the number of houses. The
first includes statements considering
census its source and covering 90%
of Yemeni families, while the other
form includes statements consider-
ing census as a secondary source
covering a sample of 10% size of
total families.

The committee has also finished
documents of the numeration and
setting up and drawing up systems
of mechanical analysis for supply-
ing preliminary results of this phase.

After 26 years, poverty distresses Yemen,

In the era of president Saleh,
great economic growth

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

ince president Ali
Abdullah  Saleh  has
assumed power as presi-
. dent when he had been
Ao chosen by the Peopleis
Constituent Assembly on 17 July
1978 as president of Yemen and com-
mander in chief of the armed forces,
the country has been witnessing great
economic and developmental changes
the importance of which increased
after the unification of the two parts of
Yemen in 1990 and discovery of more
oil and some mineral wealth.

Features of the presidentis achieve-
ments emerged in designing the five-
year plans for comprehensive devel-
opment that concentrated on paying
attention to agriculture, the fish
wealth, the building of Mareb Dam,
and oil and gas excavation. Yemen has
thus become producing over 465
thousand barrels of crude oil per day
and possessing a huge reserve of nat-
ural gas amounting to 16.7 trillion
cubic meters.

The president has also given atten-
tion to building projects of infrastruc-
ture such as roods, airports, sea ports,

electric power, cable and wireless
communications and the Free Zone in
Aden.

The president during his term of

office has adopted a policy of open-
ness, free market, implementation of a
program for economic, financial and
administrative reform in addition to
taking care of expanding educational,
health, water services as well as the
welfare of the poor social segments.

The population of Yemen increased
from 12.8 million in 1990 to around
19 million people in 2004. Woman
birth rate dropped to 5.9 births for
each woman and infant fatalities to
9.8 out of each thousand births.

But the population increase has
contributed to the increase in those
capable of work, from 15 years
upwards, to 9.3 million peoples in
2000compared to 7.6 million in 1995
and the number of those suffering
from unemployment increased to 509
thousands in 2000 and the proportion
of the unemployed has reached to
62.8% while the illiterate proportion

of the workforce amounted to 48%, of

which 37% females and 83% males.

The total number of those who cannot

read and write amounted to 66.2%.
The chilled labour proportion (ages

of 6-14) in this period has risen to 327
thousands in 1995, 49.5% of whom
have not joined schools at all.

Nevertheless, university education
has seen big growth as the number of
government universities amounted to
15 and private sector to 8 universities.
The share of technical and vocational
education after secondary school
amounted to 0.4% out of the total
number of those enrolled at all educa-
tion stages.

The agricultural sector has received
an increasing attention and care reach-
ing a proportion of 15.3% of the gross
domestic product and the convertible
industry occupies a proportion of
41%. Despite the success of the suc-
cessive governments over 26 years of
president Salehis era in the course of
structural reforms, it is noted that
there is an increase in the spread of
poverty phenomenon in the society
against a rise in the volume of oil rev-
enues. According to official figures
the proportion of poverty in the coun-
tryside rose to 45% against 30.8% in
the urban areas. Half of the poor cen-
ters in Taiz governorate by 18.7% of
the total volume of the poor and in Ibb
by 16.2%, while in Sanaia the propor-
tion of poverty reaches 11.9% and in

Hudeidah 10.2%.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh gave
his directives to the government to
work out a strategy for poverty com-
bating in the country within a frame-
work of an integrated system aimed at
achieving justice in education oppor-
tunities and provision of health, water,
electricity and rendering care to very
poor families through network f social
safety and programs of social securi-
ties. Therefore the president has
encouraged civil society organisations
activities for alleviation of poverty
and taking part in providing alterna-
tives for rendering assistance for the
poor segments in obtaining small
loans from banks for the purpose of
running income-yielding projects.

Development plans, implemented
during the era of president Saleh, have
received support of donor countries,
organisations and funds that con-
tribute to funding projects of the pro-
gram of economic, financial and
administrative reform.

Under directives from president
Saleh, the government of Yemen pur-
sued a policy aimed at preparing the
convenient environment for private
sector investment but slowness of the
investment process is related to some

restraints and administrative corrup-
tion.

Therefore after 26 years of
President Ali Abdullah Saleh assump-
tion of power there have been many
achieved gains in the infrastructure
and sustainable development projects,
but it seems that the social aspect and
poverty in particular is in continuous
increase.

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial

| Currency Selling

US Dollar 184.5700 | 184.8000
Sterling Pound | 337.2200 | 337.6400
Euro 2245900 | 224.8700
Saudi Rial 49.2200 49.2800
Kuwaiti Dinar 626.0900 | 626.8700
UAE Dirhem 50.2500 |50.3100
Egyptian Pound | 29.7500 | 29.7800
Bahraini Dinar 489.5800 | 490.1900
Qatari Rial 50.7200 50.7800
Jordanian Dinar | 260.3200 | 260.6500
Omani Rial 479.4300 | 480.0300
Swiss Franc 147.5300 | 147.7200
Swedish Crown | 24.5200 | 24.5500
Japanese Yen 1.7071 1.7092

Source: Central Bank of Yemen
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Yemen:

Claiming the future
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n the final part of her essay
| ‘Yemen: Claiming the Future’,
serialized in Yemen Times, Irena
Knehtl concludes her historical
@ discussion of the economy of
Yemen with a vision for its future devel-
opment.

Open Skies

“... the strength of a country is no
longer measured by its military might,
size of population, geographical situation
of material resources. The strength of a
country is measured by the wealth of its
scholars, and its scientists, by its innova-
tive capabilities, and ability to discover,
achieve and apply...”

Nagib Mahfouz. Egyptian Nobel Price
winning novelist

End of Geography- Specialize and
Globalize

... think of us such thoughts
bridge distance...

Driven by a vision and committed to
the challenge of tomorrow, the world
today is going through an information
revolution and we know that man is dis-

_ tinguished from other creatures by the
brain which is the secret of the Creator,
where the science and information are
stored, the place where distinction, supe-
riority, vision, and foresight lie, and the
laboratory of experience and conceptual-
ization. Correct information stored in the
mind will give rise to wonder and admi-
ration.

Sweeping changes in technology con-
tinue to transform our lives. The “known”
is being replaced by the “new”. No doubt
the real wealth of any nation is made up
of human resources. They are the power
that achieves development in all walks of
life. They are the power behind ever-
changing ambitions. This is the way
towards glory, dignity and success.

Quality, for example is manifested in
myriad forms, in products, services and
most vital of all, the people, each striving

tirelessly to achieve only the very best
and nothing else, every time, all the time.
Setting quality standards all the way and
achieving them time after time.

Industry that creates culture when lim-
its become opportunities

In the highly industrialized countries
the explosion of civilization into a myri-
ad of micro-cultures and social fragmen-
tation have made markets less and less
transparent, creating new problems for
industry accustomed for over a century to
impose its products on the market and
now obliged to completely reverse its
viewpoint. As a result of reflection on
these matters, traditional methods of
interpreting the market of product plan-
ning and of projecting its own image are
no longer suitable. It is useless to try to
understand a market that is evolving con-
stantly.

This means constantly trying to catch

up.

In the recent years the custom of
entrusting total responsibility for creativ-
ity to internal structures has changed — a
new ftrend is emerging, extending this

responsibility to a more complex system
of interrelationships between project,
industry, environment and the market
place. In a market that is losing its trans-
parency and becoming opaque it is under-
stood that instead of selecting its markets,
it had to transform itself, becoming a
transparent structure that the markets
could turn to as representative of tastes
and trends and with which they could
identify. In a society in which the
exchange of information and knowledge
grows daily, the emerging image of a
company is incr2asingly represented by
its cultural reality and the consistency of
behavior. What a company does becomes
much more important than what it says.
The culture of our time is also an expres-
sion of both, a company’s professional-
ism and its ability to absorb external pro-
fessional knowledge that moves at differ-
ent levels and evolves faster and faster.

The result is this awareness that indus-
try does not only create culture by ear-
marking resources for sponsorship pro-
grams but by taking full responsibility for
its own role, which is to play its part in
the complex, multifaceted game of con-
temporary society.

The late eighties and early nineties
showed that a limit did in fact exist. In
other words, we realized that the environ-
ment and its protection had to put con-
straints on production methods and on
consumer habits. We became aware that
we had to bring environmental awareness
to new technologies, and that these would
have to find development solutions that
were compatible with the environment.
This is the huge cultural challenge that
marked the nineties. And one of its basic
tenets will certainly be the passage from
the culture of production to that of regen-
eration.

In other words we can no longer afford
eternal products and the process leading
to the first of a product will also have to
plan the details of its demise. There is a
trend towards a sort of cyclic nature in the
research/production/consumer system. It
is a new idea, but it is century old if we
consider its affinity with traditional agri-
culture, which never knew the existence
of waste because everything was recycled
in a cyclical system. The idea will be a
winner, il attitudes are changed: — design-
ers by creating products that are more
easily and more economically recyclable,
institutions by creating mechanisms that
reward and encourage recycling, con-
sumer by helping the whole complex sys-
tem to function by their behavior.

In order to do things differently one
should know how to go against the tide,
knowing how to run the risk of mistakes
on its own rather than relying on just
experience, connecting local needs with
global resources, and taking every oppor-
tunity to grow and expand.

Knowledge Society:

Natural resources and human resources
are our core competencies. Particularly,
rich bio-diversity is our wealth. During
the last century, the world underwent a
change from an agriculture society where
manual labor was the critical factor to
industrial society where the management
of technology, capital and labor provided
the competitive advantage. Thus the
information era was born, where connec-
tivity and software products drove the
economy of a few nations.

In the 21st century a new society is
emerging where knowledge is the pri-

Yemen High Mountains

mary production resource instead of cap-
ital and labor. Efficient utilization of this
existing knowledge can create compre-
hensive wealth and also improve the
quality of life in the form of better health,
education, infrastructure and other social
indicators. The ability to create and main-
tain the knowledge infrastructure and
develop knowledge enhanced their pro-
ductivity through the creation of the pros-
perity of this knowledge society. Whether
a nation has arrived at the state of a
knowledge society is judged by the way
the country effectively deals with knowl-
edge creation and knowledge develop-
ment in sectors such as IT, industry, agri-
culture and healthcare.

Green Revolution:
Land is Life, Land is Democracy

That is belonged to us

That we belonged to it

The seas wild as silk

The spring rains,

The apricot trees,

Grapes, mangoes, melons and coffee
The dusty mountains

Green geometric terraces

The golden brown desert

The stars ...

It is the right time for Yemen to embark
upon a green revolution,

which will enable an increase in pro-
ductivity of cereals. The challenge is to
double productivity with lesser areas
being available for cultivation. We must
further the type of technologies needed,
proper training to the farmers, and pro-
vide additional modern equipment for
crop preservation and storage.

This second revolution would mean
graduating from grain production to food
processing and marketing. The utmost
care should be taken of the environment
and the people, leading to sustainable
development and empowering the rural
people. An integrated connectivity
approach such physical connectivity by
providing roads in rural areas, electronic
connectivity by providing a reliable com-
munication network and knowledge con-
nectivity are all prerequisites for econom-
ic connectivity.

Good teaching and interactive teaching
are possible through tele-education and
inspired teachers. Healthcare facilities for
rural and remote village can be provided

by mobile clinics. The farming communi-
ty with advanced water conservation and
management methods can increase pro-
ductivity.

Energy for Technology

...for the earth is too wide
for a free man to put up with
humiliation or hatred!

It is unlikely that the unseen river that
flows below the garden referred to by the
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) could have
been oil. The unseen river flows from
springs of creativity that have remained
alive through all Arab glories and Arab
frustrations.

Energy pervades every aspect of
human life. It is an important motor of
economic growth, whilst in the environ-
mental dimension, energy extraction,
conversion and use cause environmental
stress at the global and local levels. In the
social dimension, energy is a prerequisite
for the fulfillment of many basic human
needs and services, and inequities in
energy provision and quality often mani-
fest themselves as issues of social justice.

Energy has a variety of forms — chem-
ical, electrical, mechanical, nuclear or
thermal. Energy from thermal sources
such as the combustion of fossil fuels
(coal, oil, or natural gas) and biomass
(such as wood) and from nuclear fission
(of uranium) is called primary energy.

Historically, global energy consump-
tion has considerably outstripped global
population growth. In the past forty years
alone energy consumption has trebled.
About half the world’s population depend
for energy on biomass fuels — charcoal,
dung, straw or wood and human and ani-
mal muscle power.

For the rest of the world’s people oil is
the main source of energy accounting for
about 40 per cent of their energy con-
sumption. Coal accounts for about 30
percent, natural gas accounts for about 20
percent, hydroelectric power for about 6
percent and nuclear power for about 4 per
cent. Uranium is a non-renewable source
of energy, like coal, natural gas, oil and
peat. About one third of the energy in use
today is in the form of electricity.

Renewable energy resources have
great advantages, but they also have some
disadvantage. The sun, ocean, wind and
rivers can, of course, never be depleted.
Renewable sources are very much less
damaging to the environment and pro-
duce less waste than burning fossil fuels
or using nuclear power. Wind power is
effective in uplands and coastal areas.
Tidal power is also potentially a useful
source of energy. Solar power using the
sun’s rays to provide heat directly or to
generate electricity has obvious applica-
tions in countries where the sun shines at
times at which power is required. In these
countries it is ideal for small scale use,
such as driving pumps for irrigation or for
cooking.

Energy for Technology aims at chang-
ing the political culture that has prevailed
during the last century and working our
economies for economic relations
between energy producing Arab countries
and industrial countries to be established
on the basis of serving the interests of all
and benefiting all participants.

The purpose would be to identify the
imbalances between cost of energy and
cost of technology. At the heart of such
undertaking is the ethical principle of
cooperation, and to achieve safety, secu-
rity and prosperity for the benefit of all
concerned based on commercial
exchange of energy for technology. The
ultimate goal is to achieve economic
prosperity for the Arab nation, which in
turn will ensure the process of further
democratization and openness in the
region, and as such will ensure political
and economic stability and security in the
region.

The ultimate goal is also to reach a
united Arab market, (Arab Economic
Union) which will attract predominantly
European/international investments to the
United Arab Market, and further develop
an equal partnership with the EU.

The Wealth of Diversity

The modern world proud of its
achievements, preoccupied with its anxi-
eties, is prone to be concerned only with
the present. The fact is that to understand
the present we must understand the past —
and that implies acceptance of the past on

its own terms, and a leap of imagination
is require to recapture it. That does not
come naturally to the current generation.
Memories grow shorter and expectations
longer than their fathers.

In the concert of the world, the orches-
tra is made up of all the centuries past and
present, and they all play at the same
time, but each has his eyes fixed upon his
own stand and on the conductor’s baton.
He hears nothing but his own instrument.
As we are both a part of the orchestra as
well as a part of the audience we must
offer a synoptic, symphonic response.

Whilst the history of Asia is largely the
story of the many countries of the conti-
nent, there are magical inter-relation-
ships, which are not always easy to
define.

A poet once remarked, we must no
longer be satisfied with isolated lamps,
we should have a festival of lights.

The Arab Peninsula once again stands
at the cross-road of continents, influenc-
ing events in Asia, Africa, and Europe.
Unlike other peoples in Asia, the Arabs
remain trans-continental in their outlook
and involvement. The Arabs view them-
selves as bridge between the continents,
belonging to each of them but not cir-
cumscribed any single one. The econom-
ic ties of the Arab counties may get
stronger with Europe once progress is
achieved in Palestine and Iraq, partly
because of investment needs and partly
through the externalization of some pro-
duction facilities from the highly industri-
alized European heartland.

Yemenis, for example, were great
traders, scholars, astronomers and sea-
faring people. Once upon the time, some
two thousand year ago, Yemeni caravans
transported to  the shores of
Mediterranean incense that grew in their
mountain regions and the spices of the
East. They did this without revealing the
Chinese origin of silk. Hence the expres-
sion “Arabia Felix”, “Happy Arabia”,
given by the Roman geographers to des-
ignate this fabled land — Yemen

References:

Yemen Central Bank Reports, World
Bank reports, UNDP reports, my unpub-
lished notes, all verses are from Lyrics
from Arabia, photo credit Irena Knehtl.

Yemen camel caravans

Yemen ruins Marib dam
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Al-Wahda weekly, 7
July 2004.
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Main headlines

- German technology to help the
committee on fighting corruption

- Cabinet approves regulation
organizing medicines trade

- Cole explosion defendants stand
trial

- Civil servants salaries to be paid at
post offices soon

- Euro 37 million from Germany to
support development in Yemen

- Four companies offer cellular
phones services next year

- Medicines smuggled from the cap-
ital Sana’a, confiscated

- During the first half of this year,

128 commercial ships and tankers

provided with fuel at Aden port

The writer Muslih Muhsin al-Aziz
says in an article the cautions submit-
ted regarding the American motives
behind its project on reforms, could it
be the solution to stay introverted and
staying in the state of idleness of the
Arab system and preservation of the
aspects of life that are deformed devel-
opmentally, educationally, economi-
cally and socially under pretext of
independence and sovereignty?

Any reasonable one and keen on the
interest of the region’s counties would
never be dragged by any precautions
to agree with it and stick to it. The
region’s need for reform and change in
all aspects of life is existing for cen-
turies and now and in future more
needed and it has become an
inevitable matter. The important thing
is that all have to realize that, regimes,
political parties, organisations, intel-
lectuals and popular activities, reform
should begin and speedily in the polit-
ical aspects and all relevant orienta-
tions and democratic systems to pro-
vide opportunity for the popular will

to express for itself in choosing the
regimes representing their aspirations
and the translation of the principles of
human rights into practice.

The issue of economic reforms is
very important towards enhancement
of the economic growth, development
of aspects of investment and the ideal
exploitation of the national riches and
channeling them towards creation of
comprehensive development on strong
bases.

Away from reviewing ,ore examples
we have to query and call on all those
who possesses convincing answers. Is
there one example in the history and
reality necessitates the belief in the
good will of America and Britain
towards the region’s countries in order
to accept their new initiative? we have
also to question the timing of present-
ing the initiative, especially after the
occupation of Iraq and restoration of
occupiers presence in many Arab
countries?

Al-Shoura weekly,
D i o% organ of the People’s
Forces Union of

4 ALSHORA  Yemen, 7 July 2004.

Main headlines

- Surface to surface missiles hit
Mran

- Arrests among ranks of Al-Tahrir
party

- Ambiguity about killing of three
educationists in Mahr

- Rights and freedoms committee
declares solidarity with al-Wasat
newspaper and its editor in chief

Columnist Abdullah Ali Sabri says
in his article that the consequences of
Saadah events have instigated a host
of doubts and queries about motives o
f this war that does not seem to be set-
tled soon.

The eye-catching thing about the
“believing youth” and Hussein al-
Houthy is that they had received mate-

rial support from the authority for not
a short period and that support is not
void of political goals intended to con-
tain the opposition parties and narrow
the democratic margin. This matter
urged al-Houthy and would motivate
others to oppose the regime outside
the scope of the existing parties.
Recruiting religious groups and utiliz-
ing them politically is an unwelcome
practice the government has practiced
despite that its dangers would
boomerang against the authority itself.
Thus the authority does not learn from
its mistakes and the lessons it should
better learn from the events of Saadah.
Terror can be made very easily while
its uprooting needs tiresome and cost-
ing effort.

The excessive use of force by the
army can be considered as a state ter-
ror and that terror breeds terror even if
the army managed to decide the battle
militarily.

RAY weekly organ of

i Sons of Yemen

= League Party, 6 July

% 2004.

Main headlines

- YR 5.7 billion, embezzlements of
both ministries of agriculture and
fish wealth

- 166 the death toll, a new govern-
ment statistics for the victims of
war in Saada

Columnist Faisal al-Soufi says Arab
regimes have kept manipulating then
religious question in their attempt to
get rid of secular forces influence. So
they sometimes work for strengthen-
ing the Muslim Brotherhood and when
they feel that the movement got strong
and posing a threat they move to
encourage the Salafi movement and so
on. So when the regimes try to get rid
of this or that of such movements they
do that via creating a new problem
leading to annoying results. Always

20-2~7T0O0 OmMIO~-MXW®

By Samer A.

the use of the religious card in the
political game was a means for effect-
ing political balance or political stabil-
ity or to curbing the role of their oppo-
nents and that policy was always a
source of catastrophes.

The political system in any Arab
country has to guarantee for the people
the freedom of practicing their ideolo-
gies and calling for them as long as
those ideologies and sects are fait
accompli and do not interfere but in
the area of organisation of this practice
according to constitutional principles
and legal texts.

Al-Ummah weekly, 8
July 2004.

Main headlines

- Cole suspects trial began after a
long postponement

- Popular and academic body for the
salvation of Aden University

- Residents of al-Jawf call for stop-
ping the war on Saada

- Killing of a young man and
wounding others by bullets of an
official bodyguard

- Sana'a lawyers Union holds its
general conference

The newspaper's political editor
says the sounds of shells and destruc-
tive pounding of the areas of Saada
governorate have not lulled yet and the
Yemeni bloodshed did not stop and
there is no hope for a near peaceful
solution to the crisis. All indications
point out that no one but the authority
and the president can accomplish it.
The more dangerous thing is in the
orientation of the information address
going alongside the military cam-
paign. It has undermined constants of
all the political regimes since the erup-
tion of the revolution despite the
excesses and mistakes in the name of
the revolution. Today and against out-
comes of the military confrontation in
Saada and the media an security cam-
paign all over the country, it seemed as
if it has no relationship with the nature
of events but rather instigation of sec-
tarian questions and creating a divi-
sion on that basis.

Al-Thawri weekly
organ of the YSP8
July 2004.

Main headlines

- Disclosing of a new oil scandal

- YSPelements, still targeted

Columnist Khalid Salman says in
his front page article that of the painful
paradoxes the anniversary of the war
that tore apart the homeland in 1994
comes coinciding with another bloody
war grinding the security and stability
of the homeland, a war made of Saada
a point to lean on and a launching pad
to cover the country with its dangerous
impact and consequences threatening
the popular peace and the national
unity. it is no secret that Yemen and
foe decades has not taken off the
armors of war. The dependence on
violence in dealing with others, such
as political parties, individuals and

even the religious sects. There is no
open margin or alternatives the rule
presents outside the context of the
mechanism of banishment and uproot-
ing and prioritizing the authority of the
establishment holding the power. The
coincidence of the homeland setback
in the summer of 1994 with celebra-
tions and costing wars witnessed in
one of the country's governorates
comes as an evidence on the same
roots and generators of a war tearing
the homeland unity.

| Al-Balagh weekly, 6
July 2004.

Main headlines

- What is the relationship between
the state and the Zaidi sect and the
Hashimites ?

- In Saudi, an alliance between the

Jews and Wahabi sect, Al-
Majallah magazine
- Sciences and Technology

University signs three contracts
with Microsoft

- A number of educational projects
inaugurated in Hajjah

- Vice president opens Al-Jazeerah
exhibition for information technol-
ogy and communications

- Lawyers Union requests to arrest
director of Hasaba police station
and subject him to interrogation

- Water crisis in Aden, out of control

The editor in chief of the newspaper
says in his article undoubtedly the
expansion of the circle of the present
sedition in Saada does not serve the
homeland or the national unity or the
public interest. Regretfully, some writ-
ings in the press do work on expand-
ing the sedition and its spread though
what is required nowadays is to have
the press as plying the role calling for
narrowing its circle. Some writings
provoke the government as if they
want to create a rift in then national
rank, in addition t some writings in the
newspapers of the PGC that have

by all, we won’t allow

It should be known

any terrorist act in
the Yemeni street...

exceeded the boundaries of the Saada
sedition to deal with Islamic beliefs
and against the Zaidi sect. Such writ-
ings would certainly increase the sedi-
tion. Thus there are those who serve
western schemes calling for sedition
and conflict.

gacil

Main headlines

- Zionist organizations recruited
socialist leaderships to achieve
their sinister purposes

- Difference with the regime, a dem-
ocratic action, dispute with the
homeland, conspiracy and reason

- Warnings against clandestine
goals behind activity of the
Yemeni-American friendship soci-
ety

- Military officials confirm ending
the insurgency in the coming 48
hours

Al-Shumou weekly,
10 July 2004.

The newspaper’s political editor
says in his article it is not necessary to
have beforehand evidence to condemn
al-Houthy and his group the state must
present to convince those skeptical of
the hugeness of the crime committed
by al-Houthy and his group. The event
in itself is enough to indicate that al-
Houthy has prepared himself quite
enough and according to a strategic
plot aimed at rendering the rebellion
into an internal crisis. The Houthy
crime, according to the political editor
of the Al-Shumou weekly, is very clear
proof for condemning and incriminat-
ing him, and the ferocious resistance
he is showing reflects all factors of
sedition especially in fighting prepara-
tion of his followers.

It is really regrettable that the infor-
mation address of the opposition has
dealt with the event in a malicious
way, though perhaps most of them are
ignorant of the reality of the conspira-
cy and its internal and external dimen-
sions.
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TAIZ

n 7/7/2004, the first tourist
| club was inaugurated in
' Taiz. The club is a remark-
' able achievement and a
clear mamfestatron of the proper
national investment thought.

It has two
objectives; the
first being a

tourist place and
™ the second being
a convenient
y place for holding
conferences and

seminars. The

establishment of

" the club has

Al-Haj/ come at a time

AbdulGaleel when Taiz is in
Radman

need of a tourist
and entertain-
ment resort. It is
the place where
every visitor can
saturate his joy to
. the full.

. It is also vital
and distinguished
as it is equipped
with well-fur-
nished halls suit-
able for confer-
ences, seminars
and training

Mr. Aref Abdu
Ahmad

AAL®
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TAIZ TOURIST CLUB

courses which are essential for the
city. On 7/7/2004, all these dreams
came true. On 7/7/2004, Taiz
Governor inaugurated Taiz Tourist
Club.

The inauguration was also attended
by a large number of officials, busi-
nessmen, and media people. All have
come to assert the importance of such
event.

The club inauguration also meets
the interests of many bodies which
have been looking forward to finding
such places which are able to host
local, regional or international confer-
ences and seminars.

As a result of proper thought and
commendable efforts exerted by the
national investor represented by
AbdulGaleel Radman Group of
Companies, another jewel was added
to the crown of Taiz and the dream of
a well-equipped tourist club came true
by setting up Taiz Tourist Club in Taiz.

If you are looking for rest, entertain-
ment, Taiz Tourist Club is the place.
And if you dream of a well-equipped
place where you can hold your confer-
ence or seminar, Taiz Tourist Club
makes this dream comes true.

billiards, and tennis table halls. Rest
halls for families and gusts inside
the club and overlooking the swim-
ming pool

The Club has the following privi-
leges as well:

» Fabulous air-conditioning halls for
wedding ceremonies, seminars and
lectures. They are also suitable for
conferences.

The Club also offers its pleasant and
special services for its gusts of citi-
zens, tourists and those interested in

The Club has the following enter-
tainment privileges:
* Swimming pools for children and

adults, health club, sauna, Jacuzzi,

TOURIST CLUB /]

Entertaining Trip ... & the Place for Conferences and Seminars

caalymll joi ceali

TAIZ TOURIST CLUB

holding their wedding ceremonies in
the Club. Of these services luxurious
restaurants where all kinds of meals
are served including take-away meals,
salads, kebab, chicken, soup, fresh
juice, ice-cream, and all kinds of
sweets. There is a special department
for wedding and Eid cakes.

Address:

Taiz Tourist Club
(the then Montazah)
Tel: 254059

Fax: 250616
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Aries

(Mar 21 - Apr 19)

Expect the unexpected
and you will be prepared
for whatever comes your
way today. Everyone will
want a piece of you, so say

no if you find yourself
becoming anxious.

Taurus

(Apr 20 - May 20)

Plan a little social event
with friends or relatives.
The more you can talk
about your plans with peo-
ple you ftrust, the closer
you will come to knowing
what you want to do in the
future.

Gemini

(May 21 - Jun 20)

Hard work will pay off. You
can make a career change
or at least start working
toward it. A love interest

_may develop at work.

Cancer

(Jun 21 - Jul 22)

You will find it difficult to
control your emotions
today. Try not to get into a
situation that could poten-
tially lead to an argument.

Leo

(Jul 23 - Aug 22)

You can make some
money if you are ready to
talk  business today.
Financial ventures will lead
to bigger and better things
in the future. Put money
into something that will
benefit you in multiple
ways.

Virgo

(Aug 23 - Sep 22)
Consider the difference
you can make if you put
your talent to work for

-worthwhile reforms. Your

quest to do what’s right will
lead to meeting new peo-
ple and possibly forming a
new partnership.

Libra

. (Sept 23 - Oct 22)

You may find it difficult to
concentrate today.
Someone you are working
with may cause trouble.

Try to stay out of the way
but, if attacked, defend

yourself.

Sagittarius

(Nov 22 - Dec 21)

You will attract a lot of
attention today, which will
probably lead to meeting
someone who will make a
difference to your future.
Focus on creative projects.

@

_already . working, give

Scorpio

(Oct 23 - Nov 21)

You may be more tied
down than you want to be
today. Alterations at home
will be beneficial. If some-
one wants to change the
dynamics of your relation-
ship, go along with it.

-Capricorn

(Dec 22 - Jan 19)

You may be moving at full
speed today, but don’t neg-
lect someone who has
been in your corner since
the beginning. Emotions
will be running wild and
must be channeled into
passion, not anger.

Aquarius

(Jan 20 - Feb 18)

1f you are looking for a job,
lean toward the positions
that will allow you to use
your imagination. If you are

whatever project you are
working on your own little
twist.

Pisces

(Feb 19-Mar 20)

Love is evident, so take
advantage of it. Ask some-
one out who interests you
or plan an evening with
your current partner.

www.garfield. com

“pansasan SBi 1y O ‘SMYd POOZ &

THIS WINPOW
16 FILTHY j

Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate

g

T TAVES




15 July , 2004

NAFLLS EXHIBITION
1991 Lilagdia gl md! e.ha.d
FRAMES & GIFTS

PHOTO

55 >al! S pla - w73 (3D 5195
EAOAY 1 1 - YANVINYAY: uligwe - slave

gl sl
Industrail & Lab Chemicals
: = | s 3lga
We develop || Freight Oz || Swiming Pool Chemicals
the travel olead! 2l g

Customs 4 X
Business . . Water Chemicals
Please call Transport o Joma s || Laundry Chemicals Jhlia 2lga

{g‘t "‘fMﬁf? Packing (00 SHPI E;.iry :j'hen:i;:tals ;’L’:‘“@r{;:f next to Taj Sheeba Hotel. opp
Niw lines) for ‘ducational Items deeadad Lilug . L .
. P.O. Box: 5586 - Sans’s. YR 2 e s8sopr || General Tools oy gl a8l s central- bank. mobile:71163393 480580
Tel: +967-1-444350-441935/6 SRV EEERR VAT ke Seales \_};JLH" A l 3
Fax; 4967-1- 444540 EA R R e T T e ] = BN Lalgll
Email:worldlinkone@y.netye  worldlinkone@y.nel.ye pihy Safety Equipments :1.5.;}@_9 Oliae Qa‘sr : nea s_ﬁ. & &ﬁ_’
Lab Glasswares Jalaadl Sl Tailor .

ai)las )
Ll sas 5l byl sy St cglles B

sl ”3 Jt'?J'u J@Jﬁ;‘b}s,ﬂ':#i!. ol wellll sady Likiy GES asylasyl

el 38 il eomnl p LS e Sl sgae s el iy ariudas¥lg cupall

J\ETRVIER] Te; mm

AL Hamedi Trading

il sl Had ((SES dpanglodll s xSl
Shop:289473 , Ware House: 423829 For Man And e Sl 5 Y
Women L WVAAL VIRLATEA

aclsd malip e pupeis Spae oplla B
£olsd O e piid Vo /M ag s Latt (Oracle 81540y Ul

MoblsT3TI0950 Faxc 9043 || Crcerycrtmee

¥ [ EH stain il 5 ol e Ty By
Email ; alhamedi@y.net.ye AW 2 cramp b (lall | v
The one stop I il DA M TR LD | Sl . LV Gl e e wglily e st aiplins B

14107 1u e FIIAIA

VTA.YAoo gl pagiall 3 pbati sy ilE e

o o iy ol e Vet B ol e S s il ek
Head Center Sana'a-(Ga'a | .| . .15 1 . Sl oo, G ookl b T
MR s | e e o e o el A et Jadl A
285877-P.0 Box: 19056 | "+ Gl s o gipdcalll ogladl aladiel aes oLkl
HaddahBranch- Sana’a ol s ilia s il dilenian C STAAAT. ETAMAE L TLVALY

I ; e . . P.0.Box 19254, Sana'a, Tel.
' 210028,40072273, Fax: 400555
The fastest way to send and E-mail: murjan @ griffin-itd.com

fus D ATAY.£6Y, receive money worldwide.

[,, STERN MO travel shop

: - AL-HAMD FOR "éiﬂf:sf‘éﬁm;’ﬁrli" 1 VVA TS e plifualill K, e Jesls lae ¢ oiglias B
SAASN YA saal BN e Ll ol EXCHANGE : 261818 Laalall b Jpie et sl B Slial slages s asbuy daalas

, compaq: HP P3 L i s sliasll e
3 (H.8) &, JLL ¢y 3 o | ? '
s Vet 51 isens UPS 300 w DELL She e £t SesS 1ol SANA’A, Al-Tahreer St.

ARBTS Lalfil e, VTS S RO Tel:286562, 273069

by e O s elabin L iR b Jaall el siliiagy by
UAVETRA 0N _r,L._.JquJ_.a_uL' 4 ;;:;_u! Cdab e
o el e il ) e e s e gl gall AARLIARL

.40 GB)P4 5,0 a0 ) ’

el 318

Hadda bt'Nf:,dl Al-Komaim s puph 2w sl ¢ adbylly Dbl dhie L S Jaall sl € Gigllas B
center. Mobile:73775335. (256 MB Ram , 1.7 GHz ey il by eyt £ <l o 3}l il
AW sl vy MTACYA0: e g sl gl A i .. j -. |
— - e i aa Jlay Ve e 1 caalia § o : il . e e
VOV T sl 5l iy e e - sreagals W flaal n R e s ‘ _ )
Gigerd plpmrles Sl ool rpusll W elaiea oyl gl el sl gl tasadlll e il sac . 0A2Y YA Lual il Gasar ! ot oS Aol e il ojlie s ladil wglas W s e FLL gl B
g0 b ripualon 5l L - e it ’ s o sda il syl dabd ekl g il B sl F il & yar] 5 0l -
; il e VALERLEL LT e s aiialits U il o o Al akd i ¢ e GG g (Oiall s Bam e ol o Ll Gl Jlae (il o paks
g - x > . " R N By e lay  mdey adnil alasy ulinhy - Bete aleay o Lo . s danbicn diita
VFOE .10 4 fual gl . GhU Gulll Gupald oyt glhe W NV TATY: dnis in Juasl il R sk i = sl plasy Luadysy s é,., Ll 4 ¥ el
sl conamiaeen sy L - — B dllayy  J 40 g gpeee sife Gsegi il s ol ' L () laws a il s
e e 2l + Glaws + ey Gl \-\151\'\'-\-.- I_;;J_' T Oidee (sSs Of plaas pasl pgpu 1 el P VEYALYAL L YIEINY : Lkl Jipaill dblB 3 4 5 IS,
NYOVEATA Bl slac - Jual ol S AT e A S 4 s T %
.z b Lgad JA5 ) 18 e V0 % V. dialias pay o¥las! 3550 . -1
Blan by T+ s piam S ppssirpsall @ Josione HP AT ol illes @ VPOt AT e s fatl) 0T T i II-*‘_" Bl e e gsiay s m o Vidaal il
o N i sy otge oy iy ol A S AY g il o pier il @ ST el ERAAIE ol S G ply daegy S S Jaal lags gsie £ ogllas B
panioes (35101) opls (GUL1) LSH g : Hhoiniy bidaa 1y 2 e & < ) ) o
ST e e VYAVITND fealy Ll s deal Gl a o dlas gn B3las Ulay ol = Ll daaladl - gL b il e 508 3,0
L B T e S e Cades i : s Sl o, VALY Ll TAVYTET L VTAVYYET La il e (C. VARG 2 il
- s Slias Sl YOV LSS 5k paall W v ¥save.. Sl 2 < B : - e (L Vsl s e
NI PRI INEY i R i 5 -, il dalenay fusa gl | | hadem 2V VoL Sl
VILYLAY  VTAY. 657 - doaltl gasll 00 il ¢ Jualsll L, Voo NTATANETLF TV el all (1515w o _r—uk..l .'I Il_d_r,) g C'“:& olaiia 0%, 4018
ol v ; - s - st Wl gl b adly ¢ (D008 fe S8 ) Dhiaa] Bapead et agllas W
i i et V1 gle Gl gl O FE R st R I ... .. . o o et T
o : T SN (el p g S el siuSerpaall W P T PO LT R S e el
dpon Sl ey ¢ ol e pdsins . J:LJ - oo S sladilg (Sligasdd « iy Oy WS a8e e OF Joass Jaib Olosd e ol 1yt BYS (o S 35bee © pall M VEVL £V, Jal
() gk iy et s pahiins Ot wBas g i) pasa Bl Gndsa R T & [ . et
' el il e dis e il YTV, LS D oy ettt e poed Lilalte ety dilallibio dissny lide] Gpeams t ciglles B
7 G M) Tagy Bl BB 3 pdB dy v gl el YA YA falgll MAX cpigas il
TTERAY (i sauall el o VTY Al iy VYO Al L., poipp s Ufa Bt U@ oo i, 3D STUDIO
EVVRAA s ) % e R =) .2 T i I :

FOrEY e R 3oLl 3 e s Jeal il s a0 sl ) e e YTY L ATAA sl all
¥ ees ._,a).;_.;. A VAL e il ) alad (lavsy T8 i Jaall faealas £ sglias B
£XEW oy s allay . dslaligh 1925 A6 gl Ul =TT Ll il py i 30 g s sl

UEEN’S JUNIOR COLLEGE He Gl edtl e p LA B 1E plaE () VVAVAAT sl 5l
3.:3 L)'}"""‘ A2 Ll all
: . 28 ks Gl 3 et ciplina W
o gilly panitill aniill INTERNATIONAL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOIS Ulay 8585 0lS5 £ L o Sl gl B VTAN LEET Ll Gl ile 3LE
V-fgfon., EVAT 0 ol alyy ; . a 5 : i : . VY
TAAVEY oo Ll ITS International General Certificate ol Secondary Fducation 1GCSE Ministry Fxam
Y AAA-E . AS VA 1o s
slaia . gl . gus
27 3w = - -
Olddiuws (+ 1035 $7 .+ Ligiu dad st b clige Jaugriie B
i . _ o= el s T s by ik pal s aslodile
EITAY R I i e S — il — el Gt il it § 5 yR R T e ey
VA QLR VN Jr OB VY sliall oyl 441 ikl . e gt
"'Jl'_,w. o) ARE [ ypall) Eualpan VA SlaYaiyl £ 1931 s Ll dor 9 LeS i YVWVATAY L Y FY: Jual yalt
Visets ST e Sasall Sl adaial OV adalall 2 Sl TR EE/Y da LA oy sl H w Exa 0 s (it sk 1ol b s (o3 Il sy W
AN LSl ; VOVTY.Y (55a5) ¥l gall 5,135 T2 VUV Y 5 yagll Year 11 l IGCSE } Min‘s ms for Year 12 LG yigasaS Claniio m HP ;4295541 m ORLALE ves o
AR .. : e . . b A el
E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com FTTL Y dll TAY WY del iy Preparat|on for TOEFL in Year "l & ‘2 Six from 1 0 e cpealn 4oy J.Lg janads

SNV sl el Jasl cleall Ly 119} b | y)r&quL,_a__‘_.a_,u_

Bulas ' T gl TN /YT gl college for Alevels (2 Year Study). Sl pliuineg SiSud (o1 Aaka L VVTOEYAY, 56 YXTVL 5 ol
s in addition to Arabic 10 - 12 section. HP (omputenTo HIBA NOTEBOOK e N

ot il aals aslal v o sadl ol auaads

elaius

Yosal /e a0 o = o . ; VYTV, WA Ll gl
A3 [ JJJ::_‘__ ;_m ‘-1_9*:‘-“ $ e ———————————— Lot Galll e oSale alll e ne L W
AL Website: www.queenscollege.edu.ye / E-mail: Info@qgueenscollege.edu.ye 2 g Jae Y satiag bl deas; Jaas
AL TR TL-ENEN YLATE: LSl sty Cpaall il 5 . daiia YEAAV: Lal all
e WA g il ?ff‘mf;g‘?’*agg“;??ﬁ%ﬁﬁei“ﬁh"01“1‘;583;’?*- i Sana’ a, AlMlthaq St. Tel. 01-468279/8, 259717, s stk A 20 W
Y=¥.Y.08 s A o] Gai o | i : . . P.O.Box: ; ) ; S T N
R e RPONE it ol e e RO ooh A A Fax. -01468299, Email: pc-sana’a@y.net.ye Gl 6l

2 s e e

. A &= )
¥..8i0 o aulaMl dalll 3 pasall b
oL /FATAWCT . 0. walal! gaiual 4ilSleg  pooud
Ll 2yl el i . Break Fluid Cans
o Cans Brake Fluid Dot
YA YL daia lubrlcants,

can makers machine

email:canmakers @hotmail.com
Fax:0091-22-28068538

PH:33344855

AN LS

ToNAV YU ATY (o fae
Y. VEE -t
TVATVY Y o stssall
VOAVEE o K

TONTANT melais Cpdall e
TasA o fae
YE.AY

LALET:

Soalall Balelp cpualill Tadl! Tuiadl) 7 i)
TAEVAY sl

TEEYA. 12 fae VAVARS S8 Pt i R EH kil S agaall
ToloA oo (R0 5ol et 51 e 34,7) el el oty
TYYAL/TVTAIY /AT oo ol cealall sl 38t e
YEVIVW o _;-“ « = elaia ol e
Yo TES ro jad ¥ o S
E-TO.FEY 12 jad
ST=Y L TARA s anal
EEAYAA/Y o algall S 30 Lo yaa
EATAYIAY oy i o)l prea ] s e £E00VA/V=EET. VY (o Apua€ll ezl NIIT
Yoo o aiaall salall Luwyas
EVE-. FU/ETE-ET s Y- e EEASVY/EEATOVA A/ 3 gasasll auladl (g3 44 gal

skills Dcvlapmem Institute -Ui-\ﬁ o

Exclusive Importer & Distributors ot

?
ic

BEE. o A s laphudls 8 lasll 3l 08 e EEV.TE/9 i e Liegt 3 Computers / Spare, Accessories Ribbons,
£6.AYA - uEli (£5. - Gabuedl el i oY) YEVAYE (o e ma nmmm&lanmm 4’-@3}.&“‘” ll_.{l‘-'sl'._‘l l(,f:c, & Tk nartwidos
$ Y - £VEY 3 el TARTET <o wll P - =
£ ‘Y\:\ .l_-..L..AIJ um..l-lmyt-ll 5o ALET 1 s f LH({"r‘é-p&h@)ﬁwi 1:¢Mn}i I E-mail: falak@y.net.ye Telefax:-216721 - Tel: 24 94670 21 961 0 73214540

£VAAY cm )

it =g YA e 1“15\94*:43M S i ala sl oo
YIIoA Sl ' ) P L Neﬁﬁmﬂwﬁ»@mﬁb’f'

EENVIAR. by syl Laalladl VEAWY 1n fae Pachral Expmis s i f

[PV OV Al e g 6 b (ol e

Home Page: y.net.ye/falak 73880097 P.O.Box 19398-Cr:73880097

TVE. LA,

slale 2579 : Q.ga9l 01268276 : (uSLall is driloned| @SS gluyl




s 1, - | One of our Services:
SUBES) | ACCESS
S CONTROL
Stallion e o
Security 3 '\._‘\':AT“""
Services Lad. : i
\l ths st i
e g T
Yemen's first and most mdel'}'-rud Eng isk anguage newspaper 13 ol “?m1hneprll:lll€”1ylﬂ:.zlm

mran Governorate

By IsMAIL ALI

AL-GHABRI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF
e

mran is a recently formed
governorate and it is consid-
ered to have significant
potential  for  tourism.
Geographically, Amran con-
sists of several areas many of which are
considered ancient and famous towns.
Towns such as Ridah, with its still-
standing castle on the peak of a moun-
tain, Dhi Bain, known for its famous
great mosques and historic sites and
Hout, known since the early dissemina-
tion period of Islam for its schools and
mosques that had served as education-
al institutes no less important than
Zabid in Tihamah or Jiblah in Ibb.

Amran city is situated in the south-
western tip of the Al-Boun valley, a three
kilometer long valley whose width
widens gradually towards the north
east.

The old Amran City is surrounded by
historical fences with 15 towers and two
gates. The fences and gates of the city
were last altered during the Islamic era
although the lower level of the fences
predates this construction.

The history of Amran can be traced
back to the seventh century B.C. It is
claimed that Amranians stood beside
Sheba in its wars against Hamadans
and Hamedeens. The temple “Dhi

Magah" in Amran was connected to

other temples in Shibam and Marib.
Through out its ancient history, Amran
was under the influence of Sheban cul-
ture, as shown by writing scripts present
on buildings in old city. The most pros-
perous period of its history was in 6t
century A.D. when it was a trade and
political center.

According to historic writers, the first
orientalist to visit Amran was Tabeer, a
merchant from Jerusalem, in 1879. And
in 1883, Edward Halzer visited the city
to examine the historic sites of the city.
Several Europeans and Arab intellectu-
als have visited Amran, including Dr.

An attractive historical building in Amran
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Ahmed Fakhry in 1947 during the
Imamic period. Anyone who visits
Amran is able to witness ruins and sites
of great civilisations that had flourished
in this part of Yemen.

Thela City

Thela is one of the famous and his-
toric cities in Yemen that played a vital
role throughout the history of the
Yemen, especially during wars against
invaders such as the Ethiopians,
Persians and Turks. Until recent times,
the city included famous mosques and
schools that served as educational cen-
ters. Thela fortress, at 3000 meters
above sea level, overlooks Habah,
Watar, Al-Mahweet, and Eyal Seraih.
The fortress consists of storerooms,
tunnels, swimming pools and a mosque.
It is considered a tourist attraction dur-
ing the winter. However, it lacks a
restaurant and hotel suitable to host for-
eign tourists and visitors in the city. We
hope that the related authorities will
consider giving the city more attention
to preserve the historical sites of the
city.

Sheharah and its fortress

Sheharah region is one of the most
important tourist regions in Yemen. lts
history is not only connected to Amran
but also to the whole country. Its history
was closely connected to the struggle of
the Yemenis against the consecutive
Ottoman invasions as a result of the
strong fortress used to defend for the
city. The city is very famous also for its
bridge that was built in 322 (Hijri calen-
dar), standing at a height of 13 meters.
It overlooks agricultural valleys. Many
tourists usually visit this part of the
country during the winter season.

Amran governorate includes tens of
villages such as Khamees Gahal Al-
Madhyoub, Al-Gaflah, Bait Awadh, and
Masar, Al-Habah, Bait Hameed, Al-
Hazah, Kuhlan, Al-Shmour and others.
The population of the governorate is
about 900,000 citizens, 60% of whom
work in agriculture and raising animals.
The remaining portion of the population
works in commercial and handicraft
activities.
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Register For The Following Courses :
:: AMIA Business Executive Courses:

=2 CEU’s, 25 Hrs + Original Book = $350
-1 CEU , 15Hrs + Original Book = $275
:: Business English :
- Pre-Intermediate:
-> Level A, 50 Hrs + Original Book = $145
-> Level B, 50 Hrs =5130
- Intermediate:

-> Level A, 50 Hrs + Original Book = $145
-> Level B, 50 Hrs =$130

Conversation Connection at $10 Every Thursday
Amazing Discounts for Early & Group Registeration.

AMA = American Management Association
This is Your Chance to be AMA Certified.....

P.O. Box 19268, Khartoum (Mujahed) Street,

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.
info@cmthouse.com Phone: 967-(0)1-513648
www.cmthouse.com Fax :967-(0)1-513649

TILAL TRADING & CONSTRUCTION CO.

SPECIALISTS IN PRE-ENGINEERED AND
STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDINGS

P.O.Box 2563 , SANAA , REPUBLIC OF YEMEN , TEL.:967-1-674945/44/43 » FAX: 967-1-674942
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