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As Local Authority is Sabotaged by the Local Authority Law Project

WHO'S SPEAKING OF
DECENTRALIZATION?

the PGC Block. Talks have been
conducted with representatives
of the government to make the
law more satisfactory. However,
there are still some controversies
within the bloc especially in

The Parliament has on Saturday
January 22, 2000 continued its
discussions of the draft law of
local authority. In the meeting
members of Parliament ascer-
tained in their discussing of the
second article, pertaining to the
executive institutions in the gov-
ernorate, that each governorate
should have a governor holding a
minister rank. He is to be
appointed by a Republican
Decree after being nominated by
the minister after being accepted
by the council of ministers. His
term of office would be four
years starting from the date of his
appointment, renewable to only
one similar term.

The members of the parliament
have affirmed in the meeting that

selves

the governor is the President of
the Local Council in the gover-
norate. He is also the senior offi-
cial in it as a representative of
the executive authority. He is
also responsible and accountable
to the President of the Republic
and the Cabinet whose decisions
are binding. He is also responsi-
ble to the Local Council of the
governorate.
A number of
bers have expressed in state-
ments that the draft law of the
local authority would not be dis-
cussed unless the Presidency and
the government committed them-

particularly
selecting governors and directors
general. Other conditions have

embodying

development

authority.

Parliament mem-

stipulated granting the gover-
norates wide-range authorities
administrative
decentralization enabling them
play their active role in the
without

guardianship by

In this regard Dr. Sa'ad Al-Din
Bin Talib member of the PGC
permanent committee, chairman
of Hadramout PGC Bloc, said in
a statement to Al-Ayaam news-
paper just before the new deci-
sions taken by the Parliament
said that “The Local authority
law was extensively discussed by

the

the central regard to the selection

appointment of governors.
majority in the Bloc, of course, is
for article number 143 which
stipulates their being elected.”

“Other blocs are facing some
political pressures that might
affect their stand. However, the
majority will be for the constitu-
tional article mentioned above,”

he added.

Sana’a: (01) 268551, 249878
Aden: (02) 221223; Taiz ((4) 225383
Hodeida: (03) 21749(0; Mukalla: (05) 354844
Seiyoun: (05) 404288; Ibb: (04) 407418
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to constitutional texts,
those related to

2 Killed in an Armed
Attack in Hajja

Mr. Abdul kader Al-Aswadi,
Aflah district director was killed

last Thursday by some Islamic governorate and the group | honeymoon in Yemen.
Groups the very time he reached plotted the attack. Fingers are | “We had 30 visitors coming in a
the district to carry out the pointed at some figures | visit that took us 3 months to

governor's orders which
necessitate the closure of the
Institute opened near a public
school. Sources told Yemen
Times that the firing resulted in
the killing of the district director,
injuring the security director and
killing another person from
Ghazi Tribe who was at the spot.

All this has mounted tensions
between the security forces in the

belonging to Islah Party. The
dead body was still kept in the
hospital after some attempts were
made to bury the body and cover
the implications of the case, after
the vice Interior Minister gave
orders preventing its burial.

Continued on page 2

organize, however just as they
heard the latest kidnapping of the
French couple, the number was
reduced to 13" Shankar of Taj
Sheba told Yemen Times. This is
an issue that has become a major
headache for the whole tourism
sector. “We are aware that the
government is trying to do its

Just When We Thought it was all Over
HAS KIDNAPPING TURNED TO
BE A DESTINY FOR YEMEN?

Just as tourism started picking up
after continuous deterioration in
the tourism sector in 1999, we
again were faced last week with
yet an interesting kidnapping
incident of the French couple,
Nisa Barakat and Frank Bernard
who were supposed to spend a

continuous.

ic downturn?”

kidnapping incident soon.
Overall, if the government
doesn’t push for more,
tourism is doomed.

J bers including its chairman Abdulrahman

| o-mail: watanibank @y.net.ye P 0. Box 3058 Sana'a, AOY]

MOWJ Denies Claims of
Clandestine Contacts with
the Government

Bin Fareed, the General
Secretary of the National
Opposition Front (MOWI)
and a prominent opposi-
tion figure abroad had
denied the late reports
about close contact between MOWJ mem-

Al-Jifri with any high level officials in Sanaa.
In a comprehensive interview with with
Yemen Times correspondent in Saudi Arabia,
the Opposition’s main body abroad (MOW]J)
expressed its desire to bring about national
coherence and begin constructing a method
that would enable all parties and political
entities to work for the benefit of the nation.
It is worth mentioning that some allegations
stating that MOWIJ members were in contact
with President Saleh lately, despite the fact
that MOW]J is not even considered legiti-
mate. (Full text of the Interview on P13)

Sana’a Summit Calls for
an Urgent Arab Summit

Sana’a tripartite summit grouping presidents
Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen, Omer Hassan
Al-Bashir of the Sudan and Ismael Omer Jeila
of Djibouti held on January 17,2000 issued a
joint press communique on the summit cover-
ing various Arab, and international issues.

The Sana’a summit tackled mainly the rela-
tions among the three countries in various
areas and ways of developing them. The sum-
mit had also dealt with the Arab situation, the
condition in Somalia and the African Horn as
well as the positive developments in the Sudan
and the situation in the Red Sea. The view-
points of the three presidents were identical on
the issues they had discussed.

The Arab Summit:

The three leaders had reviewed the Arab nation
situations in general and impending dangers
on the outset of the third millennium and the
challenges the new world order is imposing.

They emphasized their support and backing of
the Yemeni efforts calling for holding an urgent
Arab summit for achieving Arab solidarity and
healing the rift in the Arab rank.

The situations in Somalia:

The three presidents also touched on the situa-
tion in Somalia and the tragedy the Somalian
people are undergoing and welcomed the ini-
tiative proposed by president Ismael Omer
Jeila for establishment of peace and restoration
of security and stability to Somalia. They
expressed their backing of the initiative.

The situations in Sudan:

The summit had listened with interest to an
explanation presented by president Omer
Hassan Al-Bashir on the positive developments
recently taking place in Sudan. It expressed
support for efforts exerted by the Sudanese
leadership to strengthen the internal front and
securing national unity and democracy.

Yemen to Participate in the
Second World Water Forum

The Second World Water Forum will be held
during the period 17-22 March. This interna-
tional forum is basically sponsored by the
World Water Council and it is financed by
many international organizations including
many governments like the government of the
Hague of Netherlands, the World Bank, the
Ministry of the Public Works and many inter-
national organizations in the whole world. The
idea of the World Water Forum is to create a
vision for the future of water problems as we
know that the next century more than fifty

countries in the world are going to face water
resources problems.

The wife of the Dutch Ambassador, Mrs.
Caron Meerborg, organized a round-table
meeting on Tuesday, January 18 which was
attended by water experts , journalists and
school teachers. “The idea of the meeting is to
warn the people of Yemen, particularly the
younger generation of the menace of water
resources problems and to prepare a small del-
egation from schools to go and participate in
the forum”™ Mr. Anwar Sahooli from the

Ministry of Electricity and Water told Yemen
Times.

The meting was also meant for the preparation
made to receive a group of young people com-
ing from the Netherlands to visit Yemen to
understand what our water issues and prob-
lems are and how can we solve them in the
future.

The government of Yemen is also thinking to
participate on individual level because there
will be a ministerial conference at the end of
this forum, which will agree on policies of
water use, water conservation, financing the
poor countries in dealing with the problem of
water in future, and making a set of strategies
and principles for water conservation, and to
reach a sustainable environmental develop-
ment of water.

best, but its best still seems to
have not been enough. New and
stiff measures should be taken™
said a tourism agency owner.

Despite the fact that the tourist
were released in one day without
being harmed, still the phenome-
non of kidnapping goes on and

One cannot hold himself
asking, “has kidnapping become
an inevitable destiny for Yemen,
specifically at a time of econom-

Let’'s keep our fingers crossed
and wish there would not be a
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Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Chief Editor

WHEN TIME HAS
NO MEANING..

Idedicate this view point to answering a question that

jumps to the minds of many visitors and foreigners

who come to Yemen. That question is, “why are
developments and improvements so slow in Yemen?" It
is the immediate question that comes to mind when see-
ing that Hayel Street has been suffering from floating of
sewage all over the area, with the same smell intensify-
ing and getting worse year after year. It also is asked
when looking at how the very same neighborhoods suf-
fer from the lack of water services that have been prom-
ised years ago. The same question arises again when
looking at the traffic at Al-Tahrir where you could bare-
ly cross the road because of crazy cars and ‘dabbabs’
here and there moving around as if they were in a race
zone. We see that things have stayed the same over the
years.
For example, walking into Hayel street gives you the
impression that people like it that way, even if the poi-
sonous gases flow in the air 24 hours a day, they simply
don’t care. Dabbabs (minibuses) in that street are used
to go through the messy areas that were created by the
fluids emerging from the sewage pits here and there.
The way cars move around making crossing the street a
risky task sometimes, gives the impression that traffic
authorities in the country have been promoting this over
the years. What is going on in this country? Why aren’t
we able to improve? What is holding us back?
A straightforward answer is, “because we were raised to
be passive, do what we are told, and if we are still alive,
we don’t care to make our conditions better.”
The process starts from childhood, when mothers show
no care for their children when walking in the streets
bare footed with dirty -or no- clothes on them throwing
stones on cars and playing around with mud, etc. When
a child with such a childhood grows up, he continues to
walk barely footed and with dirty clothes insulting this
person and that.
A Yemeni is taught at school to only due his homework
in the same old fashion, he is never told to promote his
own ideas, or develop new solutions. Consequently,
when he grows up, his job routine is repeated every day.
He goes to work at 8:00 am and comes back at 2:00 pm,
chews gat, sleeps, and so on. He never thinks that he
should develop new ideas, or improve his standard of
living by learning another profession, or even develop-
ing more skills in his work. The same implies for “dab-
bab’ drivers. As long as they get the money enough for
qat and food, they just continue living on with the same
routine without even thinking of earning money and
obtaining their own dabbabs instead of working for
someone else. It sometimes reaches the extent where if
a driver’s fuel cover is lost, he just covers it with plas-
tic bags, until the bag is torn apart, he gets another plas-
tic bag. In other words, he doesn’t think of buying a
new cover for his car. There are yet many and many
examples that share something common, and that is,
Yemenis are taught to be passive and continue doing
what they do without improving themselves.
This passiveness while being an obstacle in front of the
development of Yemen, it has become a chance for cre-
ative person to rise and be successful in such an envi-
ronment. This is what happened to many businessmen
who took advantage of the laziness of the majority and
worked hard to establish new businesses and enterpris-
es, that in time grew fast and brought them prosperity.
These people are the ones who become successful, and
they are the ones that are valued in developed countries.
If every minister continued to live with the same old
mentality (mentioned above,) what would we expect?
But if creative and hard working people replaced them,
we expect the country to flourish and begin competing
with other countries in the area.
I have been asked many times why Yemen Times
improved in such a short time of 9 years. All I had to
say was, “because it hires creative people. Because we
give freedom to develop, improve, and bring about
good changes.”
This creativity is what we need, and it is what our chil-
dren should be taught at schools. Let them for once
begin feeling they have minds that should be used
instead of doing just what they are told. Let us give
them the opportunity to invent to do something that is
out of the routine work. Only then, will our country
have hope for development.
Yemenis are smart and clever, however, they are not
given the chance to use their minds. They have been
educated in a way that kills talents, ambitions, and any
hope for self-improvement.
Again [ repeat, the cornerstone for any future is in our
children, we need to begin acting now if we want any
change to the better. We need to implement a good edu-
cational system that would convert our citizens from
passive creatures who live to eat, lo creative intellectu-
als who can build a modern state.

Words of Wisdom |
“The Republic of Yemen is an example |
of a nation trying the twin transforma- |
tion  (of  Democratization &
Development.) Democratization pro- |
ceeds along with economic reforms. Unﬁ)rmnafeh
the perception is that the economic reforms are not
doing well. Unempt'mmem especially among the
young, is growing; poverty is hitting hard leading to
serious malnutrition; the infrastructure is falling
apart due to lack of maintenance; inflation continues
to haunt Yemenis, especially the fixed and/or low

income people; etc.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999)
Founder of the Yemen Times

Archaeological
Discovery in Shabwah
After a long period of
searching, the French-
Italian delegation discov-
ered archaeological sites
in Shabwah governorate,
doting to 2000- years. The
delegation discovered a
temple of some goddess in
Qataban  States. They
found pottery, sculptures
and gems at that place.
During the first drilling,
which extended from
December 5, 1999 to
January 4, 2000, they dis-
covered Tomno'a city, the
capital of Qataban State.
The discovery was a tem-

ple of goddess, which
was called ‘Athbert’.
There are variegation

drawn on the Northern
gate of the temple. They
also  discovered the
Eastern side of the temple,
which appeared clear with
some white walls. It
appears clear through
drilling that this temple
was built in different
stages. The temple was
destroyed in some peri-
ods. It was built in three
stages. The oldest period
relates to the fifth century
B.C and the others relate
to the end of the first cen-
tury B.C and the first cen-
tury A. C.

The delegation also dis-
covered quantities of dif-
ferent kinds of pottery,
and parts of sculptures,
which are made of bronze,
white ivory and iron.

Poverty Kills People
in Hadramout
Journalistic releases have
noticed that there is a
number of people in
‘Mahroh, in the city of
Hajer in Hadramout gov-
emnorate died because of
the lack of food and mal-
nutrition. The citizens
who came from there
illustrated that this area is
the poorest area in the
governorate of
Hadramout. They have
mentioned that the author-
ities did not do any thing
to help those poor people.
The area is deprived
healthy, agricultural and
developing program. The
other citizens who live
there are threatened by

contagious diseases.

It has been noted that
Hadramout governorate
suffered from different
diseases, but the authori-
ties did not do their duty
towards citizens. We can
say that negligence of
authorities in the gover-
norate caused all of these.

International Leprosy Day
The  anniversary  of

In Brief

International Leprosy Day
will take place on January
30, 2000. The National
Project will organize a
ceremony on January 29,
2000 at 10:00 a.m in its
head center in Taiz. The
Minister of Health and
Governor of Taiz will
attend the ceremony. The
Minister of Health will
honor Dr. Yassin Al-
Qubati on this occasion. It
has been noted that
Yemeni Project  of
Leprosy Combating is one
of the active projects in

the Arab World. Dr.
Qubati was asked by
International Health

Association to do many
activities to  combat
Leprosy in some of Asian
countries.

Scientific Conference in
Hadramout University
The university of Science
and  Technology in
Hadramout governorate
will organize the first sci-
entific conference about
clayey architecture in the
21st century. This confer-
ence will take place from
February 10 to 12, 2000.
In addition to the Yemeni
universities, there are a
number of the Arab and
international universities,
which will participate in
this  conference like
Emirates, Saudi, Iraq,
Britain and UNESCO for

culture and arts.

The conference will seek
for mechanism of devel-
opment of architecture. It
will deal with the design-
ing and planning charac-
teristics of the clayey
buildings, and the way
through which we can
preserve them. The con-
ference also will make a
comparative study
between those buildings
and the new style of the
modern buildings. There
will be an inauguration of
the big exhibition of
clayey architecture in
Yemen, and other activi-

ties in the cities of
Sayoun, Tareem and
Shibam,

Symposium on Human
Rights to be Held in
Sana’a
Organized by the High
Commissariat for Human
Rights belonging to the
United Nations and with
cooperation with the High
National Committee for
Human Rights in the
Republic of Yemen a sem-
inar titled “The Economic,
Social. Cultural Rights
And the Right of
Development in Asia -
Pacific District” is going
to be held on February 5-

7. 2000 in Sana’a. The
delegation will be headed
by Mary Robenson.

The symposium objec-
tives are to focus on
implementation of these
rights and procedures top
be taken on the regional as
well as international level.
The participating coun-
tries are Asian countries
and Pacific countries.

Faisal Saeed Attends
Cairo Book Exhibition
Mr. Faisal Saeed Fare
Director-General of Al-
Saeed Institution for
Science and Culture has
left the country for Cairo
to attend the Cairo
International Book
Exhibition which will
start on January 25. Mr,
Faisal is looking for new
titles to be added to the
Al-Saeed Public Library
in Taiz. Mr. Faisal will
also take the advantage of
being in Cairo to invite a
number of Egyptian and
Arab intellectuals to
attend the ceremony of
inaugurating the Al-Saeed
Library and the ceremony
of announcing winners of

Hayel Saeed Anam'’s
Prize for Science and
Literature.

Evaluation of
Students of Medicine
Three professors from
Liverpool University,
Britain are expected to
visit Yemen at the end of
January 2000. During the
visit, the professors will
evaluate students of medi-

cine in Sanaa, Aden and
Dhamar Universities as

well as University of
Science and Technology
and present a report to Dr.
Abdullah  Abdul Wali
Nashir, Minister of Public
Health. Dr. Nashir gradu-
ated from the same uni-
versity which accepted his
request of the visit of the
three professors. Expenses
of the visit will be covered
by the British Council and
the Ministry of Health.

New Journalistic Card,
next Month
The Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate will
meeting on February 7,
2000,
Mahboob Ali, Chairman
of the syndicate. Mr.
Hassan Abdulwarith, sec-

retary of the syndicate h

YEMEN CLUB
FOR TOURING &
AUTOMOBILE (YCTA)

Proudly announces its efforts to assist all concerned to obtain an
International Customs Passage Document (Known as Trip Tyck)
which enable one to temporarily export their own vehicle cross
countries without paying any customs duties and facing any
procedural hurdles and obtain Int’l Driving license also.

The requirement to obtain such documents are:

- avalid visa from the desired country/ies

- application form to be filled out

- acommercial guarantee attested by the Chamber of Commerce
in the prescribed application form

- all related documents of the vehicle

- afee of US$ 120 either in cash or certified bank cheques

To obtain an International Driving License:

- an application form must be filled

- valid driving license (Yemeni, Mid-eastern, European or
American)
- Two 4X6 photographs

- Fees: YR 4500 for Yemenis and US$ 45 for non-Yemenis

For more information,
please visit or call:

Head Office: 01/413466,
Branches: 02/241534, 03/226980, 04/407423
04/225384,05/354843 , 05/404288.

hold a

chaired by Mr. s |

said that the meeting will [ 5

deal with the date of deter-
mining of new card distri-
bution

in Lahij,

and Hodeidah.

On the other hand, an |~

agreement was signed
between the syndicate and

the Arab Institution for |

campaign. He |
added that it is expected |, , | .~
the campaign may begin |
in the capital city of |
Sana’a and continue to the e bl
branches of the syndicate |,
Aden, |
Hadramout, Taiz, Abyan |

Human Rights in order to t(:t

organize cooperative ses- |
sion to improve awareness |

and culture in the field of

human rights in Sana’a [

during the last few

months.

Continued from Page 1:

2 Killed In Hajja

Many social dignitaries assembled Sunday including
Sultan Al-Barakani, member of Parliament to discuss
the case, however results of this gathering were not
known yet. Informed sources in Hajjah told Yemen
Times that security forces were able to arrest 12 con-
victed people in the killing. However, this news were
not confirmed by the official sources. This is done
after a solidarity campaign was leashed two days ago
included all districts directors to have a one firm stand
in regard to the case.

SamiE
R e

.
ia.&
? :
n

aigmxiaam

Message from the Director General of
UNESCO on the occasion of the
International Year for the Culture of Peace

he century now coming to a close has seen
remarkable progress in science, technology
and communication. Unfortunately, howev-
er, it has failed to put an end to the practices
of violence and war. For this reason the year 2000 has
United Nations as the

been declared by the
International Year for the culture of Peace.

More than a half century ago, UNESCO was created
with the mission to build the defenses of peace in the
minds of men. Its founders provided it with an effec-
tive arsenal for peace whose linchpins are education,

science, culture and communication.

Municipalities, schools, institutions and associations
in every corner of the world are putting into practice
the values of a culture of peace. They are trying to
eradicate poverty and reduce inequalities by striving
to achieve sustainable development and respect for
reinforcing democratic institutions,

human rights,

Peace cannot be quaranteed exclusively by political,
economic or military agreements. In the final analy-
sis it depends upon the unanimous, sincere and sus-
tained engagement of people. Each one of us, no mat-
ter what age, sex, social position, religious affiliation
or cultural origin is called upon to create a peaceful
world.

Peace can only be achieved through our behaviour,
attitudes and everyday acts. The culture of peace is
the universal culture that is shared by all people. It is
essential to our common humanity.

Together, let us construct this world of peace, begin-
ning by signing Manifesto 2000 whereby each of us
undertakes to practice the universal principles of cul-
ture of peace, non- violence and harmony in our fam-
ily, our community and our place of work.

Together, let us cultivate peace. Let us each ask our-
selves, “what can we do for peace today?”

promoting freedom of expression, improving the sta-

tus of women and preserving cultural diversity and

the environment.

Koichiro Matsuura


http://www.yementimes.com/
mailto:yementimes@y.net.ye
http://www.yementimes.eom/%2523pdll
mailto:save_adnan@yementimes.com

5 RA’Y
m Sons of Yemen League

Security Issues Top Agenda
Informed sources told Ra'y that secu-
rity arrangements in the area and solv-
ing the crisis of Somalia were at the
top of agenda of summit that was held
yesterday night by the presidents
Saleh, Al-Bashir and Djele.

These sources linked the meeting held
by the National Council for Defense
the day before and headed by the
President.and the topic of security
arrangements in the area discussed at
the summit. They added that discus-
sion of the summit on the Somali cri-
sis centered on initiative forwarded by
Djibouti, by which the Somali fight-
ing factions agree to surrender their
arms and become political parties and
take part in an election campaign
through which a new legal regime
shall emerge. The initiative give a
special role to the intellectuals and the
forcibly absent civil sections of the
Somali society.

75 Victims of Violence in 10 Days in
Al-Baidha and Shabwa

22 were killed and 35 injured in sev-
eral violent incidents during the last
10 days [of holiday] in Shabwa and
Baidha governorates.

In Shabwa, 10 were killed and 3
injured on the Eid Al-Fitr (Lesser
Bairam) in a fight between two tribes
after one of them refused to forgive in
a dispute that was started by children
at their school.

A couple of days before one Ba-
Haider man was killed by a man of
the same tribe in a revenge case; the
culprit’s father was killed 20 years
ago.

Another fighting between two branch-
es of the Musa’abain tribe of Baihan
left three killed and five injured.
While five persons were injured at
Habban when a man from Al-Mihdhar
family opened fire after a dispute.

At Al-Baidha a Suwwadia district
tribe opened fire on another killing
three and injuring two. An attacker
was also killed in the incident. After
all it became clear later that the
attacked group wasn't the one intend-
ed.

At Habban a big lorry carrying a num-
ber of workers towards Mayfa'ah was
opened fire at. The lorry overturned,
killing two and injuring 21.

At Hada location two women were
killed after passing over a bomb. The
women were shepherding their goats.

Abusive Acts Against Taiz Qat
Sellers

Taiz Taxes, Housing and Municipality
departments arranged a wide cam-
paign of arrest affecting tens of
nationals who make live by selling
Qat. They were accused of activity
outside outlined locations.
Eyewitnesses at Taiz say that tens of
people are subjected daily to abusive
treatment that includes in addition to
arrest confiscation of goods and high
fines.

Local Taiz authorities had named

three localities only as markets for
Qat. All three locations are far from
the center of Taiz.

AL-WAHDAWI
...... Independent

The Arab People Observe Nasser
Anniversary

Last Saturday the 16th. of January the
Arab people observed the 82n
anniversary of the birth of its leader
Gamal Abdul Nasser amid full silence
and disregard by the ruling govern-
ments in the Arab countries.

Nasser was born in 1918 during a
time when the Arab clock was going
counter clockwise all over the Arab
homeland over which abhorrent for-
eign colonization was ruling.

Nasser raised high the banners for
change and freedom.

Between his birth and death on 28
December (sic) 1970, victories were
clear landmarks in the history of
Nasser and the Arab homeland.

The Safe Disappeared

An iron safe belonging to a Dutch
project disappeared from the premises
of the Ministry of Public Health with-
out leaving any traces.

Sources at the Ministry said that the
safe was smuggled outside the
Ministry and the incident was discov-
ered only after the Eid holiday during
the first day of work.

But other sources raised doubts about
the said timing, remarking that the
disappearance of the safe which con-
tained amounts of money that
belonged to the Medicine Fund which
is subsidized by the Dutch project
might have been in the first day of
duty after the holidays.

AL-BALAGH
i Independent

An Attempt To Torch Ma’bar Holy
Koran School

An extremist group torched last
Thursday the windows and some fur-
niture of Al-Mua'yyad school for
memorization drilling of the Holy
Koran. If it were not due to the alert-
ness a neighbor the school could have
burnt completely. Al-Balagh is
informed that two Ma’abar citizens
are suspected to have caused the fire.
The population of Jahran district has
denounced the aggression calling
upon security authorities to act firmly
againdt such behavior.

AL-WAHDAH

Call For Normalization with
Yemeni Jews Abroad

Depriving the Yemeni Jews at their
countries of emigration including
Israel from the right to keep their
Yemeni ..nationality is definitely
unconstitutional. Whatever are the
reasons behind this regard by govern-
ment of the rights of its nationals, the
right of Yemeni Jews inside and out-
side Yemen to enjoy full Yemeni
nationality is a right that can not be
nullified depending on any causation.
It is the duty of the government of
Yemen to begin educating [the public]
about this right and to end by setting
up of the procedure for granting it and
organizing such a process.

More than 500,000 Yemeni Jews are
up to now deprived of the right to feel
that they belong to the breast of
homeland. The state is obliged to
mending this shortcoming and to
treating the results caused by the
alienation psychology especially
those results regarding rights.

Article by: Sanad Abdulla.

AL-GAMAHEER

?‘M Ba’ath Party

Anti-Qat Taiz Moves Comfort
Citizens

Taiz police began a campaign against
Qat sellers at a number of city mar-
kets aiming at forcing them to leave
those markets. The move comes in
implementation of very high level
instructions that selling of Qat within
Taiz City should be abolished. Except
for the main market at Usaifirah
which is 7km. from down town. A
number of citizens expressed their
satisfaction with these measures say-
ing that the result will be less traffic
jams in Taiz.

AL-THAWRI
Socialist Party

Disappeared 15 Years Ago after
Leaving Security Police Position
Sheikhs and the people of Harf Sufian
and Dhu Talea’ tribe addressed a call
to all human rights concerned organi-
zations, authorities and civil society
establishments and all dignitaries
inside Yemen and abroad asking them
to help the search for the civil pilot
Captain Hadi Nasher Al-Sufiani who
disappeared since 1985.

The call remarked that the said pilot
had worked with the political security
police and was responsible for the

security zone around Sana’a up to the
early eighties when he left for the
United States where he studied civil
aviation. He joined the Yemenia
Airways later until his disappearance.
But before that he asked the sheikhs
to help him against what was called
harassments by the political police.
The statement pointed that the Harf
Sufian sheikhs through their long
search received different and contro-
versial information.

Some observers remark that the disap-
pearance of the said person is related
to the settlement of political disputes
within the old regime of the Yemen
Arab Republic, while others think that
a better cause might be that he knew
more than what he should, especially
as he abandoned his police position
and moved into a civil job.

e 26TH. SEPTEMBER
@"‘ Armed Forces Journal
 Shaets J)
President Saleh to Belgium and
Canada
President Saleh shall pay an official
visit to the Kingdom of Belgium at
the beginning of next February. He
shall conduct important talks with
Belgian high officials aiming at
enforcing  bilateral  cooperation
between the two friendly countries.
President Saleh shall receive also
prominent Belgian and European
businessmen, Investors and Media
dignitaries.
Meetings shall be held also with the
officials of the European Commission
and the European Union in the light of
the agreements made two years ago
between Yemen and the European
Union.
It is recalled that the European
Parliament has witnessed last week
the establishment of the ‘Friends of
Yemen’ group by some very impor-
tant European politicians. The Yemeni
endeavor for democracy, human
rights and press freedom attracts the
attention of European countries and
organizations.
Our newspaper is also informed that
President Saleh shall visit Canada
upon the invitation of the General
Governor of Canada early march.
His talks with High Canadian officials
and businessmen aim at enforcing
mutual cooperation and establishing
additional development investments
in a number of fields and discussing
development cooperation between the
two friendly nations.

American Band Performs In
Yemeni Towns

The American Embassy and the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
arrange a rich artistical and musical
program by the end of January to be
given by The American band ‘Bop
and Rave Levingestone’. The band is
expected to arrive in Yemen by mid-
next week and shall give a number of
parties in the Capital, Aden and Taiz.
The band is considered one of the
most famous bands in the United
States especially in Cowboy songs.

AL-UMMAH

Buaal) AlHag Party

Reports About Famine Death
Cases in Hajr

Reports from Mahruh area in Hajr
district, Hadhramout governorate say
that several people died there because
of undernourishment. Arrivals from
this area to the district capital said that
those living at Mahruh are very poor.
The same area had witnessed in the
near past the spread of famine and the
local authorities have declined to ful-
fil their duties toward the people of
this area which is deprived from any
health, agricultural or development
project.

Is Abu Hamzah Al-Masri Hiding.jn
Abyan?

It was heard in the southern and
southeastern areas that Abu Al-
Hamzah Al-Masri is now in Abyan
governorate. It is claimed that Al-
Masri arrived in Aden after conclud-

ing the Lesser Haj (Umrah) and
moved into Abyan incognito. It is
said that he is trying to revive the
‘Jihad® group. It is recalled that Al-
Masri is demanded by the Egyptian
government, as he is one of the Arab
‘Afghans’ who had fought in
Afghanistan. It is claimed that Abu
Al-Hamzah holds the Yemeni nation-
ality and is married to the daughter of
a Marib sheikh where he dwells. He
has been fleeing the authorities in
Yemen for nearly one year.

Israeli Goods in Yemen

Some citizens have noticed Israeli
goods offered for sale at Aden mar-
kets. It has been reported for some
time now that checking these materi-
als was never fully effective or force-
ful by the relevant authorities, which
gives these (subsidized) goods multi-
ple passage points into the country.
Some reports say that these goods
arrive through [Arab] Gulf countries
and that they include clothes, elec-
tronics and mobile telephones that
might bear the names of other coun-
tries [as countries of origin].

AL-AYYAM
Independent

German Cooperation Minister
Visits Yemen

The  German  Minister  for
Cooperation and Economic
Development shall visit Yemen at the
head of a 42 member high level dele-
gation of Government, Parliament
and Media dignitaries.

The delegation shall visit Aden gov-
ernorate between 30th. Janvary and
1st. February and hold meetings with
the Governor and other high level | ; _
local officials. The delegation shall | 11§, mBﬂl
pay visits to development projects |Presi
financed by the Federal Republic of
Germany including the National
Technical Institute.
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Tl 272372 Ext 137/148

TAJ a

SHEBA HOTEL

SANAA NEMEN




January 24th, 2000 hMl £9

For more information,

Special Valentine’s for your loved ones can be ordered
from our Hadda Pastry Shop or Hotel Lobby Lounge
with different kinds of pastries, cakes and heart shaped
goodies for all to enjoy.

Or

Have drinks with your loved ones or friends
overlooking illuminating cities of Sana’a located on
the 8th floor Al-Mandhar Lounge.

LOVE AT FIRST BITE

14th of February 2000

Indulge your partner with an intimate candlelight dinner with special
Valentine’s menu prepared by our Executive Chef Jean Pierre-Neu with
added entertainment from our Filipino Band “Art and Rhythm Band”
and Lebanese dancer “Nina”.

Art & Flhythm Band

Nina Fadel

Experience your taste with authentic Chinese cuisine
at the Chinese Restaurant where special menus were
prepared for this occasion.

Judges will be around to choose for the
“Best Couple” for this occasion.

ES } Who's taking care of you?

please contact F & B Dept. daict iy  2id
Tel. 237500 ext. 8135 Sheraton Sana'a

@  CyNESE NEW YEAR @9

At the Chinese Restaurant
Sheraton Sana’a Hotel

oth of February 2000

Come and enjoy the
Chinese New Year
with  joyousness
abound with your
loved ones and
friends.

Y Gl

1 £

A sensational 4 course
specialty menu, party all

night long . ..

As the clock strikes at
midnight for A New Year’s
Celebration!!!
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For more Information y /

Please contact F&B Dept. dain ygilyss §2i8
Tel. 237500 Ext. 8135 Sheraton Sana'd

EDUCATION IN YEMEN:
A Crying Need for Improvement

he world witnessed in
the last century great
changes and high devel-

opmental phenomena

which were historically
considered of great benefit to civi-
lization in our little “globe”. Since
man was found on this planet, he
started constructing and making it a
good place for living. Man did his
utmost to achieve this mission on
earth. And since man is not eternal
on earth, he used to instruct and edu-
cate generations to follow up this
endless mission. He gave education
top priority and importance for it is
the only mean that keeps generations
aware of what is around and able to
construct and inhabit this planet.

Without  education  everything
appears impossible and out of hand.
Imagine there is no education: what
will be the state of man! There were
be no civilization or something
called history. Suppose there were,
through which means or media those
civilizations would have been com-
municated to generations, if educa-
tion is not the mean.

No doubt history abounds with
ancient and great civilizations of dif-
ferent nations and cultures. We learnt
about them through education, of
course. And all of them gave educa-
tion its due right otherwise they
would never have existed.

In modern, great civilizations, edu-
cation performed its role sufficiently
and perfectly so much so that the
result was amazing, surprising and
beyond man’s dreams. The various

technological revolutions, space
invasion, multimedia, computer sys-
tems and so on and so forth, owe
much of their success to education.
According to the Arabic proverb *
Knowledge is Light” and in reverse
“Illiteracy is Obscurity™.

To drive the point home, everything
goes forward and everywhere,
except education in our country
which goes backward. This is a sour
fact that schools cannot hide. It is
commonly realized that in the 1980s
and early 1990s education was at the
peak of its glory in our country. This
is very clear from the successful pro-
fessionals in the different fields who
belong to that period of time.
Students were willing to learn and
teachers were willing to teach as
well. But in the last five years, things
became upside down. So that educa-
tion is suffering the negligence of all
the administrative officers, teachers,
students and the parents as well.
What justifies my statement is what 1
have heard from several teachers
working in the field. I myself know
some facts about the bad status of
education in the country but those
teachers add things that I did not
imagine would really exist. It sound-
ed to me like exaggeration, because I
did not believe it. I cannot even
judge whether you would believe it
or not. Could you believe that there
are students in the last year of high
school and never know English not
even the alphabet. A friend of mine,
Adel Shameeri, who was graduated
last year from the college of educa-
tion, is now teaching at a secondary
school. Mr. Shameeri told me that he
was very optimistic and hopeful to
serve the country by bringing up
well-educated generations and con-
tribute to developing Yemen into a
country able to compete with others

in our modern world. But what he
faced was something frustrating. He
tried several times to make use of the
procedures, methods of teaching he
learnt at the university, but his
attempts were in vain. Neither stu-
dents nor parents helped him to do
so. As an English teacher, he learnt
not to use the native language in the
classroom while conducting lessons
but it is impossible, according to
him, for he was changed to teach
Arabic instead. His task is only to do
the translation work and the rest to
be done by the administrative team
at the end of the year Mr.
Mohammad Al-Ahdal is a Teacher of
History in another secondary school
confirmed that students do not want
to study anymore. He referred stu-
dents’ carelessness to bribe that
decreases the motives of learners all
over the country. A student can work
in any town and come at the end of
the year, pay "HAQ BIN HADI”
(money to the headmaster or/and
teacher). Believe me that there are
university graduates who can hardly
spell simple words in Arabic.
Moreover, those of literary sections
can not do a simple exercise in math-
ematics. What do you except from
generation these are its characteris-
tics.

I wonder if this is what the Ministry
of Education aims at achieving from
Yemeni generations. Is this the way
to compete in the third millennium
with other countries? Do senior offi-
cers and those who are responsible
of education feel satisfied of their
commitment? Who will be held
responsible of the loss of this help-
less country? We wish this is not our
real provisions for the new millenni-
um. Our society is truly in a great
crying need for improvement in
Education.

Sales
from 20% to
60%

Big
ADHBAN

N W
ADHBAN TRADING CORPORATION

Big Sales for American, Italian, German and Japanese Companies
and Agencies Products: Cookers, Washing Machine, Printers,
Copiers, Faxes, TVs, Vidios, Radio Cassettes, Calculators, Musical
Instruments, Refrigaters, Air Conditioners

Q’% HOOVER NIEC

“Carrier
B e

Konica @ mioneer CASIO

olivetti xexinazor SR TELEFUNKEN
LOFRA

Adhban Trading Corporation is pleased to announce to its clients that as a result of their
demands it has extended the period of Adhabn First Festival for Electronic and Domestic
appliances with great dlscounts of 20% to 60 %

Visit us Now:

Sanaa:

Police Faculty Street, opposite the Police Faculty. Tel: 269935 - 209560
Hoover Exhibition, Al-Zobeiry Street. Tel: 272806 - 209560

Al-Qasr Street, opposite Gamal Abdulnassir School. Tel: 272821 - 209590

Al-Hodiedah:
Sanaa Street, opposite the Ambassador Hotel. Tel: (03)2315812 - 231382

Aden:
King Suleiman Street. Tel: (02)252085 - 254855

Taiz:
Howdh Alashraf. Tel: (04)2103’?5
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The Arab Planning Institute

A Successful Joint Arab

ifteen Arab countries

including Yemen attend-

ed the meeting held for

the Arab Planning

Institute’s Secretaries
Council on Monday 7, 2000 in
Sanaa. The meeting was headed by
Dr. Mohammed Al-Duwaihees,
Minister of Planning, Minister of
State for Administrative
Development in Kuwait. During the
meeting, some items in the agenda of
the institute were discussed.

Dr. Moham AlDuwaihees,

Mohammed Bin Sallam of Yemen
Times met with the Kuwaiti
Minister and also with Dr. Essa M.
Al-Ghazali, Director General of the
Arab Planning Institute and filed
the following:

Q: Is it the first time you visit
Sana’a?

A: Yes, it is the first and I am happy to
have the chance to know a country that
1 always wanted to visit. On this occa-
sion I would like to thank Mr.. Ahmad
Sufan, Minister of Planning, Deputy
Minister and Ministry staff for the
warm reception I have received. At the
same time I thank the Prime Minister,
Dr. Abdul Karim Al-Iryani and
President Ali Abdullah Saleh for host-
ing this meeting which I hope will lead
to further cooperation.

Q: Can you give us an idea about the
issues that were discussed in the
meeting in Sana’a?

A: The meeting was the first for secre-
taries of the Arab Planning Institute.
One of the most important issues we
discussed was the Institute’s activities
in 1998, 1999. There were also other
issues that were discussed such as, the
budget for the year 1998-1999, the
plan for funding the Institute, follow-
ing up some of the previous decisions,
appointing Dr. Essa Al-Ghazali as
Director-General of the Institute and
other issues.

Q: What are the fields of coopera-
tion between the Institute and the
Arab countries in general, and
Yemen in particular?

A: In fact, the institute offers a lot of
services and activities to the Arab
countries including training services.
In this regard, the Institute offers more
than 50 training programs every year
and it offers diplomas and consulta-
tions as well. The institute also pub-
lishes books, holds and organizes con-
ferences and sessions, makes studies
on related fields and so on. On the
other hand, the Institute tries to coop-
erate with other regional and interna-
tional institutes in order to make avail-
able better services. Of course, Yemen
benefits from our services especially
from our training programs, meetings,
seminars, etc. We, of course, encour-
age all Arab countries to benefit from
the services offered by the Institute.

Q: The Institute provides decision-
makers in the Arab countries with
consultations and advice, how do
you evaluate the work of the Arab
Institute during the last phase?

A: Let me first tell you something, in
the strategy we discussed there was a
trend to benefit from the information
technology and long-term training in
addition to provide the decision- mak-
ers in the Arab countries with consul-

tations, especially in relation to admin-
istrative development and planning.
Concerning your question I think that
many countries have benefited from
the institute, at least there has been an
exchange of points of view and expert-
ise. They have benefited from the
experiments of the advanced countries
participating with us in some of our
discussions, seminars etc.

Yemen is an active member in the
council and always participates in
training courses, seminars and confer-

Dr. Essa M. Al-Ghazali

ences and | appreciate what the
Yemenis do in this regard. Yemen also
benefits from the experiences of the
other countries like Egypt, Tunisia and
Kuwait for example. At the same time
Yemen can avoid the mistakes done by
these countries in their previous exper-
iments. I am very optimistic about
Yemen and I am sure that it will make
remarkable steps in the near future.

Q: What about the interval periods
for studying the activities of the
Council?

A: The council holds a meeting twice
a year to discuss the budget and follow
up what has been decide before. The
Director-General is always in touch
with members of the Institute and in
addition to this, we can hold an emer-
gency meeting if it is required.

Q: How do you foresee the future of
cooperation between your ministry
and the Ministry of Planning in
Yemen?

A: In my talks with Mr. Sofa, Minister
of Planning, we felt that there was
going to be cooperation between us,
for example, in exchanging expertise
and information . At the same time we
can activate the Institute to serve
Yemen in all fields.

Q: Any last word?

A: I am very happy that I am in
Yemen and I thank people in Yemen
for their warm reception and soli-
darity. I also thank the government
hoping it more success under the
leadership of President Ali Abdullah
Saleh.

We have also conducted an inter-
view with Dr. Essa Al-Ghazali,
Director General of the Arab
Planning Institute.

Excerpts.

Q: What are your new plans to
build the new Kuwait in the new
century?

A: The Ministry of Planning is try-
ing to keep abreast with the new
developments taking place in the
world, like globalization and infor-
mation revolution. We are also try-
ing to improve the training activities
to cope with the new changes in the
information systems especially long
distance training. Two weeks ago
we were aware of the millennium
bug, fortunately Kuwait was able to
overcome this problem. In the near
future we will make available a
trained administrative team to be
ready for the 3rd century. In addition
there will new changes in some of
the legislations and systems serving
the Civil Service and the administra-
tive development in order to
improve efficiency of the govern-
ment offices.

Q: When was the Institute estab-
lished? What are its objectives?

A: The institute was established in
two phases. The first one was in 1966
and it was called the Middle East
Institute for Economic Development
and it was established and run in coop-
eration with Kuwait and the United
Nations, the UNDP. Some Arab coun-
tries liked the Institute to continue
after the end of the cooperation with
the United Nations. Therefore, in 1980
the Institute started with a new name,
The Arab Planning Institute, head-
quartered in Kuwait. 15 Arab countries
joined the institute in addition to the
Arab Fund and Kuwait Fund. The
UNDP also has a representative in the
Institute.

The main objective of the Institute is
technically supporting the Arab coun-
tries in fields of social and economic
development. This role is practiced
through three activities:

1- Qualifying Arab cadres through the
annual training courses it holds either
inside or outside Kuwait and also
through seminars, workshops and
meetings and the like.

2- Doing researches that aim at pro-
viding decision-makers in the Arab
world with details and information
they need. The institute spreads the
scientific research through researches
done by the Institute staff, organizing
international conferences and inviting
experts. Such researches and studies
are always published in a periodical
owned by the Institute.

3- Providing the decision- makers with
specialized consultations whenever
they need. These are the three dimen-
sions the Institute work is based on.

Q: What about the strategy for the
coming five years?

A: The strategy, of course, is wide and
it will result in the five coming years
in many different plans. Within these
five years the institute will try to
enlarge the base of beneficiaries and
verify the training programs for the
Arab countries. Of course we take into
consideration the great technological
development in the world and we try
to take advantage of it to serve the
Institute. We also take into considera-
tion the new challenges facing our
Arab world like globalization, privati-
zation, etc.

Q: Do you think that Yemen really
benefits from the services of the
Institute?

A: Certainly. Like the other Arab
countries it benefits from it and I
would like to mention that the Institute

25 Factories, Superior Quality,
Unlimited Solutions, Worldwide

Over 70 years of international experience and .

extensive investments have allowed Jotun to produce %

a wide range of innovative and versatile products
satisfying industrial and consumer needs

Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi,
Managing Editor

offers its services to all Arab countries
be them members or not. Yemen is a
member in the Institute and it benefits
from all its services through sending
students to the Institute or benefiting
from the experts of the Institute to
make specialized studies to Yemen.

Q: Were all the previous decisions of
the Institute implemented?

A: Of course, our decisions are techni-
cal and not compulsory. We just offer
our consultations to a country if it
requests us to do so and it is up to it to
benefit from it or not.
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Q: What is the budget of the
Institute and who finances its activ-
ities?

A: The estimated budget for the five
coming years is about 6,5 million
Dinars. Members and the Institute
administration.

Q: Do members pay equal shares ?
A: No, each country pays as much as
it can.

Q: Does Yemen pay its share?
A: [ prefer to let such information for
the Institute Secretaries Council.

Q: What are the conditions required
in the Director-General?

A: The agreement stipulates that the
Director -General must be from
Kuwait.

Q: How was Sana’a chosen for this
meeting?

A: Simply, we were invited by the
Yemeni representative to hold the
meeting in Sanaa and the Secretaries
Council accepted the invitation.
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Q: Can this be considered part of
the bilateral approach between
Yemen and Kuwait?

A: This is not my business. | speak
just as the Director-General of the
Institute.

Q: How do you evaluate the work of the noise ’5&%
the Institute?

A: I think that it is one of the most suc-
cessful joint Arab action through its
non-stop activities and its internation-
al relationship. This goes back to the
members’ determination to present a
scientific pioneering institution. I
think that it has been successful over
the 30 past years.
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Q: Any last word?

A: 1 thank Yemen. I am happy to be in
Yemen and I hope I will be back here
again.
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Jotun Paints in Yemen
Aden:
Tel: 02-240500
Fax: 02-240600

Sana’a:

Tel: 01-209915
Fax: 01-403110

Taiz: Hadhramaut: .
Tel: 04-214353 Mobile: 7951278 _ '
FAx: 04-214354 Pager:5820447 ' {/
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Small Enterpnses* Reality and the Horizons of their Development in Yemen

mall industrial enterprises
Yemen account to 31,738,
or 95% of the total industri-
al institutions, constituting
48% of the total labor force
in this sector. The industrial survey
and analysis conducted by the min-
istry of industry in 1996 had shown
that there was a dysfunction in the
small businesses, where food indus-
tries come in the first place and there
was a drop in the level of its participa-
tion the economic indicators. Small
enterprises participation in economic
shares amounts to 25% of production
value, 48% of employment value,
21% of wages value and 32,6% of the
additional value. Most of those indus-
tries are concentrated in Sana’a and
Ibb and in less amount in other gover-
norates. This sector depends on per-
sonal activity and without definite
direction or program. In addition to
this, production of this sector for the
local market is mostly characterized
by the imitation along with absence of
the idea of exportation due to bad
quality of its products.
First of all there must be an illustrative
definition of small enterprises as a
basis from which we can move to

explore the essence of the subject.
Concepts and criteria differ about
defining small industrial enterprises.
Among these prevalent criteria are
those of labor and capital. Or as some
define them as industries that form a
productive unit employing ten work-
ers and the value of production
machines used in it amounts to -2
million riyals and that of a production
unit, the value of its machines exceeds
2 million riyals and uses ten workers.
As for the criterion of development
unit depended for small industries, it is
the criterion of the invested capital
that does not exceed a sum of 200
thousand dollars.

Out of this we can infer that the ten-
dency towards such industries has
increased nowadays. The main reason
is the big challenge facing big busi-
nesses and their incapability of keep-
ing pace with the technological devel-
opment and the fierce competition of
prices and quality, the present policy
of openness is now imposing, added to
that the big businesses failure to real-
ize the balance between the economic
and social requirements and the diffi-
culty of implementation and adjust-
ment with the goals for which they
have been built. Against this situation
the importance of the tendency of light
industries increased because of their
ability to depend on limited materials
and due to their having social and eco-
nomic dimension and concept.

The reality of small enterprises and
handicraft in Yemen is weak and sim-
ple. 1t is still confined to old stereo-
type and has not been upgraded to the
level of small enterprises that have
largely developed. It could not reach a
high quality or achieve developed
growth. This conclusion is based on
indicators of the first industrial survey
of 1996. If we look at the geographical
distribution of small industrial enter-
prises, we find that they are concen-
trated in the cities of Sana’a and Ibb,
and this could be attributed to popula-
tion density. The woman role in this
field is mainly confined to work
depending on the skill of careful use of
hands such as sewing and embroidery.
‘Woman labor in this field forms 2.4%
of the total volume of labor, i.e., 1258
employees.

Among the reasons behind weakness

and inability of these industrie in
Yemen are attributed to their depe 1d-
ence on self efforts without any speci-
fied program. This sector did not rise
to the level of small industrial enter-
prises due to its incapability of provid-
ing big industries with their needs of
materials and therefore those indus-
tries are mainly dependent on import-
ing their needs from abroad.
Moreover, this sector cannot benefit
from products of big enterprises
because of non-existence of integra-
tion and absence of modern technolo-
gy. added to that is that these these
industries based on handicraft profes-
sion based on individual skills.

To develop this sector and make pub-
licity for it abroad, industrial zones or
industrial complexes must be founded
without making it sustain large sums
of money for buying pieces of land

and for erecting buildings and also
prevent its random spread in Yemen.
To enable this sector to develop and be
qualified to play an effective role in
the national economy, we have to
amend the commercial banks credit
policy by allotting part of their funds
for financing this activity through easy
conditions regarding interest rates and
encouraging the establishment of
associations patronizing small enter-
prises. There must be encouragement
of of founding a social fund in which
the government must participate
through financing houses, associa-
tions, industrialists and assistance
from sisterly and friendly countries.

To develop this sector in order to par-
ticipate in the process of development,
the state should take a host of meas-
ures represented by the following:

I- Systematic arrangements repre-

sented by founding a supervising party
to regulate its work and activity.

2- Promoting its products by holding
commercial markets and exhibitions
through different information media.
3- Improving the level of production
by creating qualified and well-trained
cadre capable of dealing with
advanced technology and activating
the role of woman, also by training
and qualification.

4-The geographical distribution of the
handicraft industries must be accord-
ing to the aims of those industries.

5- Distributing the utilities on indus-
tries dependent on local raw materials
and industries feeding medium and
big industries.

6- Developing and adjusting the
financing policy of local funding insti-
tutions and the foreign donors.

DISTRIBUTION OF SMALL INSTITUTIONS IN THE GOVERNORATES OF THE REPUBLIC
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f course, the budget ofa
state must be accurate
in its figures and esti-
mates. Discussion of
every institution must
be carefully studied through associat-
ing each year’s budget with that of the
previous one. Proceeding from the
fact that we have already entered the
21st century and the third millennium-
an age of information, technology and
computer- a stage that has overcome
the possibility of committing mistakes
in the state budget, then committing a
mistake or let it happen is something
regrettable, particularly in Yemen.
What has aroused my attention is a
news regarding a tendency for the pri-
vatisation of the National Company
for Tobacco and Matches “Kamaran™.
As much as I was surprised by the new
drive of privatization, I was astounded
by the news that contained informa-
tion in regard to the budget of the
company. This information is present-
ed by the Ministry of Finance indicat-
ing that the company has showed a
mark-down in its revenues for 2000,

estimated at YR10 million.

I have been very much interested in
following the conditions of the com-
pany as part of my interest in the pri-
vatization campaign, especially
regarding successful state institutions.
I have written about privatization and
said that privatizing the tobacco
Company was a grave mistake imply-
ing a tendency against the public inter-
est. Capitalist countries such as
Canada or South Korea or Jordan usu-
ally makes the industry and importa-
tion of tobacco the responsibility of
the state as its being considered a
highly profitable merchandise. They
may redouble cigarettes prices accord-
ing to certain social policies.
However, with the statistics presented
by the Ministry of Finance in the gen-
eral budget, it becomes quite difficult
to defend such a national establish-
ment in the face of Privatization.

After weeks of investigation, 1 could
uncover the underlying mystery of this
puzzle that agitates me for a while. It
was a grave mistake made by the
Ministry of Finance and its staff who
used figures different from those pre-
sented by the company. These figures
are far much different, for billions
were replaced by millions and mil-
lions and thousands by hundreds and
by very small coins. I can’t say for
certain whether this mistake was done

VACANCY
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JUNIOR SECURITY SUPERVISOR
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3- Fluent in both English and Arabic Languages (Speaking

4- Able to Type and Translate English and Arabic.
5- Work Experience in the Security and/or Administrative
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Applicants should submit their resumes including 1D card and
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Embassy of Japan
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P.O.Box : 817
Sana’a, Yemen
Fax: 01-215226 / 209531

intentionally or was an oversight.
However, what is apparent is that this
has negatively affected the public sec-
tor and has been used much for the
privatization drive which appears like
a monster eating away many success-
ful organizations of the public sector.
The news was not a mistaken on, but
unfortunately it was based and derived
from wrong information given in the
state budget presented to the parlia-
ment.

It is true that we have stepped into the
third millennium that is characterized
by and considered to be the age of
information, technology and comput-
er. This makes the possibility of mak-
ing such mistakes very unlikely to
happen. However, making such a mis-
take and in the general budget of the
state is a sorrowful event and means a
lot, for it may have never happened in
the 19th century.

Any accountant or a trainee in the
financial or accounting work would
never believe the revenues of a com-
pany go down from YR 11 billions to
YR 1 billion within a year. It is also
quite unbelievable that a public organ-
ization spends and earns YR1 billion.
What is more unreasonable and unac-
ceptable that such procedures and
standards used in discussing budgets
to be ratified, are adopted by the min-
istry of finance and its experts. The
real budget of the company for 2000
presented to the Ministry of Finance
was YRI11,126, 000,000. This means
that there was not any kind of fall back
in the company’s activities nor a
slump in its revenues. On the contrary,
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the activities have prospered and
developed, especially as Mr. Tawfeek
Saleh, a qualified and competent per-
sonality, is the chairman of its board of
directors.

As we are dealing with a very impor-
tant issue of public interest, I very
much trust Mr. Alawi Al-Salami, min-
ister of Finance who has showed his
understanding of this horrible mistake.
He made those responsible for it hold
accounted. He has also followed the
procedures to correct the mistake and

to make a new report that would be
presented to the Parliament. Though
this won't compensate the harm that
has befallen the company, it will dis-
close a fact and prove that the public
sector is not at all that depicted failure,
and that what it needs is sincere peo-
ple and commitment.

What has happened may be the result
of “privatization drive” plague that
tends to spoil all the successful organ-
izations of the public sector.

What I want to stress in this context is

that we are not against privatization ,
as a modern economic concept, but
refuse to use it as a slogan to destroy
the public interest, as it was about to
happen to the National Tobacco and
Matches Company. Irrespective of all
the aggressive campaign launched
against the company, we express our
appreciation of the good efforts and
achievements of the Administration of
the company and all its workers.

From Al-Thawrah Newspaper
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A survey by Yemen Times over the views of Yemeni intellectuals about the third Millennium

stepped into the 21st cen-
tury and the third millen-
nium armed with aston-

ishing scientific and
information revolution, while we,
Yemenis, still suffer our ignorance
and negligence. 1 wonder with what
we should welcome the third millenni-
um. With Qat? Financial and adminis-
trative corruption? Kidnappings?
Inflation? Deteriorated health and
educational  services? Poverty?
Illiteracy? Dirty water? Unpaved
streets? Shaky judiciary system?
Tampering with public wealth?
Abiding conflict between the govern-
ment and the opposition? Mediation?
Bribe-taking? Favoritism? Tribal
mentality? Are we going to maintain
our being just consumers of the west
products, beginning from the tank to
the needle? Tribes and weapons?
Breaking laws? Disorder?

Despite all the above mentioned we
boast of the state of law and order. We
are welcoming the third millennium
with an increasing number of beggars
and insane people swarming the
streets, large numbers of child labor
at very early ages instead of attending
school, and disguised unemployment
with no silver lining in the offing.
The whole world is looking and
searching for new horizons and better
futures for its nations and new amaz-
ing inventions while we are still stay
put in our caves. We spend our life-
time arguing about what is forbidden
and what is not. We do our best to pos-
sess the weapons and technology of
the West, only to use them against
ourselves.

What have we achieved during this
century? We have done nothing but

femen on t

lamenting the past, narrating the glo-
ries of our ancestors and our lost
glory. We enjoy all the inventions of
the West and curse them. We buy TV
and argue if watching it is forbidden
or not. We practice polygamy and
abandon ourselves to delectations. We
argue about women and are they
allowed to drive cars or not. We look
at Nill Armstrong steps on the moon,
Einstein invents his theory of relativi-
ty, etc. and we still look at our large
numbers of unemployed people. Israel
changes its president each four years
and Arab leaders do not change unless
they die or be ousted by coups. We
drawl and harangue of democracy and
respect of human rights whereas we
behave the way tyrants do. We speak
highly of freedom of thought and
expression and at the same time mur-
der our thinkers and prominent figures
such as Faraj Fawdah, Dr. Abdul Aziz
Al-Saqqaf, Abdul Habib Salem and all
who want us to lead a good life. |
believe that, it is the curse of Martyr
Al-Tholaya who said before he was
beheaded, “Damn the people that
sought my death while I have been
fighting for their life.” We are wel-
coming the third millennium with our
backward ideas and beliefs, with
hands that reject pens for weapons and
many contradictions.

‘Where is this country heading for?

Is it really driving towards the third
millennium?

I hope I could turn the clock back
because it is better to stay where we
are.

What has Yemen prepared for the
third millennium? A number of intel-
lectuals have answered this question:

Dr. Abdullah Al-Dheifani,
University

In fact, it is a difficult question. I think
that it should not have been asked,
especially when we take into consid-
eration the current situation of Yemen.

Taiz

We are away from all scientific and
technical changes and we have no
contributions to such fields. We are
mere users and consumers of what sci-
entific and technological revolutions
have produced in the world. So it is
better not to answer at all. But you
may ask why such a question should
not be asked? In fact, it is enough to
look at situation of scientific and
research institutions that do studies
and researches. These institutions are
supposed to make a turning- point in
science. However, researchers in such
institutions are busy reading newspa-
pers and discussing their uncertain
future. University teachers and lectur-
ers and research centers depend on
static programs. In addition, they are
not evaluated. This, of course, has
made them unable to innovate or cre-
ate something new. If conditions of
universities and research centers are
like this, how can we be optimists
about the third millennium? In addi-
tion to this, administration in Yemen
lacks the basic means for development
and stability and is unable to make a
positive transfer. This has been
noticed by many experts who have
studied our situation. In short, I do not
want Yemen to enter the third millen-
nium, I would rather want it to choose
a starting- point to start building a
country that is able to develop accord-
ing to what is available for it in reali-

ty.

Dr. Abbas Al-
Soswah, Dean of
the Languages
Center, Taiz
University

I would like to say
that we have just
recently entered the 20th century and
it was only by the chance of time. We
have not actively contributed to the
20th century. We have rather enjoyed
some of its technological inventions

/

Music from Texa to Sanaa

Bob & Ravi Livingston

At the Yemen Cultural Center
7:00 PM, Sunday, January 30

In cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the American Embassy is proud to
bring to Sanaa Bob Livingston, Director of Texas Music International, and founder of the Lost
Gonzo Band, and his son Ravi, to perform Cowboy Country Western Music at the Yemen
Cultural Center. Bob’s first album was Geronimo’s Cadillac recorded in Nashville. He has
recently written, produced and staged a concert series in Texas called .Cowboys and Indians,
blending music of the American West with that of India. Yemen is one of eight countries on their
tour from Amman, Jordan to Mumbai, India. Admission to the performance is free.
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in the field of communications, medi-
cine and entertainment. I think that we
will enter the third millennium only
chronologically and with the follow-
ing:

1) Shortage of ground water

2) Deterioration of educational, health
and judicial services

3) Not facing the problems of educa-
tion and health services and holding
others responsible for that.

The only positive thing I can mention
is people’s being getting used to
democracy, although it is still in the
beginning.

Dr. Yasin Al-Qubati
Head of Leprocy
Center

Entering the 2l1st
century would not be
so happy an event
for a country born in
the modern age less than forty years
ago, in a world where the industrial
revolution had begun more than two
hundred years ago.

This wide gap of time has greatly
affected the position of Yemeni peo-
ple on the ladder of modem civiliza-
tion. How would our people coexist
with this century while they have not
experienced modern education and
developed technology but only a short
time ago? This short period gives
them only a narrow scope for building
cultural and technical infrastructure
enabling them to enter the coming age
of information and technology revolu-
tion.

Iliteracy is still widely spread among
the Yemeni people. The percentage of
illiterate people represents over 70%
of the entire population. Yet, the elite
of the society attain their positions of
decision-making by using unfair
means. What's more, the majority of
these leaderships have attained their
posts by means of nepotism, syco-
phancy, bribery or through accom-
plishing illegal services to higher
leaderships.

These are the reasons why many lead-
erships lack the ability to make sound
plans for their own time. So what
would be the case of future genera-
tions? The lack of sound planing is not
their sole problem; they also suffer
from greed, weakness in soul and in
making decisions, and also the
absence of applying the principle
“reward and punishment”.

Therefore, their authority does not
accomplish its tasks in protecting citi-
zens from the power and influence of
despotic people. Such an authority
would be always in search of means
through which it can maintain its
power rather than planning for the
coming century.

The entrance to this century requires a
revolution which is no less than that of
the 26th of September. It should be a
social and educational revolution that
amend behavioral systems and scien-
tific strategies of our schools and uni-
versities. It should also develop expe-
riences to rectify techniques of admin-
istration in all ministries, especially
those of education, health, planning,
finance, internal security and justice.
In the past forty years Yemen has had
the opportunity to

enniu

For example, the decision of combat-
ing the Qat plague, the ruiner of mind
and money. These decisions should be
supported by all and so we should
react towards the decision of banning
carrying weapons in cities.

However, in this new century we are
still in lack of cadres having intellec-
tual minds to ensure and enhance
good performance. In order to achieve
this goal, workers should not be wor-
ried about food, education and health
expenses. They, in return, should per-
form their jobs according to standard
rules under supervision and control of
the principle of “reward and punish-
ment”. Finally, our entrance into the
21st century with concepts and creeds
different from these, we would remain
fighting for survival and there would
not be a glimpse of hope for future
development.

Dr. Yasin Al-
Shaibani
Professor of
International
Law,Sanaa
University

“ In the beginning of
this century, Yemen has achieved its
independence and, in its latter half
they revolted against suppression and
injustice and buried the Imam system
for good on the 26th of September. In
the late of the 20th century, on May
22, 1990 the Yemenis achieved their
solemn promise through the reunifica-
tion of the homeland under leadership
of president Ali Abdullah Saleh who
set a foot in history through this door.
Today we have already entered the
third millennium hoping for a stable
and dignified life free from fear and
poverty. We hope the future would be
better for our children for we would
not have rest until Yemen gets its right
position among world civilizations.

21st century
Yasseen Abdullah Al-Himyari
With the succession and development

we step into the new century with all
world countries. Rich, poor and even
poorer countries will enter the new
century together. The question is how
and with what will we meet the new
century? Are our preparations in
Yemen equal to those of industrial and
developing countries?

We have witnessed large-scale trans-
formation in science and knowledge
“technology” in the 20th century,
especially in its latter half. While
some countries made great develop-
ments in this field, others kept on
retarding.

The typical policy of some countries
with which they try to build military
powers at the expense of their citi-
zens' economic and social develop-
ment have proved to be a failure. On
the other hand, some countries have
developed and prospered in the fields
of technology, knowledge and society.
I believe that countries would evaluate
their development and retardation
based on how they use technology and
qualify the civilized man. We shall
not forget the importance of groupings
and opening world markets in a man-
ner surpassing geographical barriers,
but those pertaining to quality and
technology used in manufacturing
products that are to be sold.

In Yemen we are entering the new mil-
lennium with a modest weapon with
which we hope we can easily coexist
with other countries. The political and
presidential elections and the govern-
ment’s efforts in providing technolog-
ical training are all clear signs of the
awareness of the leadership and gov-
ernment of the importance of this side.
I also hope the new millennium would
be full of peaceful coexistence espe-
cially after the end of the cold war.
Arab leaderships should understand
the meaning of cooperation in with-

standing difficulties that face the

developing countries so we would
keep abreast with the world around us
and never become less than countries
ahead of us in the field of technology.

of events it has become necessary that

S 1L Bl gl
S3alt 2500 Lg 35 S iy (RN S

rroall Juio sacus /3 liw I

S S A iall (i g 11 AN i g Atgladell Dualiiad
et Aldus ks (& el pale dasi [dudc 1G055gal!
e 16‘)-_&‘3“5’-_!2‘ dameag peald dasi Mﬂbw|qlﬁ
~Craalill (GLal 48,0 akh ge ABISY (bsmas (o pfubscs coguligl

$ Olad
onlw | al>w
Jlalo¥1 JS Alxe
9o (e Gludially
oed| dukal
Snandlg S
(o212 / i)

achieve progress and
prosperity. It has uni-
fied the country and
firmly incorporated
the democratic sys-
tem which, although
blemished by person-
al dispute, has insured
itself through estab-
lishing an infrastruc-
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*High Services

some hope. For,
example the cable

nications networks in
Yemen emulating its
counterparts in other
countries.
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Now we see impor-
tant decisions being
made and enforced
before the end of the
second millennium,
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The 3rd Millinnium Surprise for you ;
Shammr Tourism & Trading

Investment Co. Ltd.
‘We have all that is new because we combine all the
factors for modern use in a civil society to make our
way through in the new millennium.
We also have all that is necessary to provide excep-
tional services for our customers.

The Components of Shammr Complex

*  Suites of different * Room services 24
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Phase 11
Maritime Delimitation

131. It is a generally accepted view, as is evidenced in both
the writings of commentators and in the jurisprudence, that
between coasts that are opposite to each other the median or
equidistance line normally provides an equitable boundary
in accordance with the requirements of the Convention, and
in particular those of its Articles 74 and 83 which respec-
tively provide for the equitable delimitation of the EEZ and
of the continental shelf between States with opposite or
adjacent coasts. Indeed both Parties to the present case have
claimed a boundary constructed on the equidistance
method, although based on different points of departure and
resulting in very different lines,

132. The Tribunal has decided, after careful consideration
of all the cogent and skilful arguments put before them by
both Parties, that the international boundary shall be a sin-
gle all-purpose boundary which is a median line and that it
should, as far as practicable, be a median line between the
opposite mainland coastlines. This solution is not only in
accord with practice and precedent in the like situations but
is also one that is already familiar to both Parties. As the
Tribunal had occasion to observe in its Award on
Sovereignty (paragraph 438), the offshore petroleum con-
tracts entered into by Yemen, and by Ethiopia and by
Eritrea, “lend a measure of support to a median line
between the opposite coasts of Eritrea and Yemen, drawn
without regard to the islands, dividing the respective juris-
diction of the Parties"”. In the present stage the Tribunal has
to determine a boundary not merely for the purposes of
petroleum concessions and agreements, but a single inter-
national boundary for all purposes. For such a boundary the
presence of islands requires careful consideration of their
possible effect upon the boundary line; and this is done in
the explanation which follows. Even so it will be found that
the final solution is that the international maritime bound-
ary line remains for the greater part a median line between
the mainland coasts of the Parties.

133. The median line is in any event some sort of coastal
line by its very definition, for it is defined as a line “every
point of which is equidistant from the nearest points on the
baselines from which the breadth of the territorial seas of
the two States is measured” (Article 15 of the Convention),
although the same definition will found in many maritime
boundary treaties and also in expert writings. The “normal”
baseline of the territorial sea as stated in Article 5 of the
Convention - and this again accords with long practice and
with the well established customary rule of the law of the
sea - is “the low-water line along the coast as marked on
large scale charts officially recognised by the coastal State”.
There do arise some questions about what is to be regarded
as the “coast” for these purposes. especially where islands
are involved; and these questions, on which the Parties dif-
fer markedly, require decisions by the Tribunal.

134. First, it is necessary to deal with a complication that
arises in the present case concerning this general rule of
measuring from the low-water line. The domestic legisla-
tive definition of the territorial sea of Eritrea is still the
1953 enactment by Ethiopia which fixed Ethiopia’s territo-
rial waters as “extending from the extremity of the seaboard
at maximum annual high tide”. This was done even though
an Ethiopian customs enactment of 1952 had provided for
a customs zone measured from the “the mean low-water
mark at neap tides”. The Yemen claim was that, in view of
this 1953 legislation, the Tribunal should measure the medi-
an line boundary from the high-water line instead of the
low-water line along the Eritrean coast (and indeed
Yemen’s median line does).

135. In this matter the Tribunal prefers the Eritrean argu-
ment that the use of the low-water line is laid down by a
general international rule in the Convention’s Article 5, and
that both Parties have agreed that the Tribunal is to take into
account the provisions of the Convention in deciding the
present case. The median line boundary will, therefore, be
measured from the low-water line, shown on the officially
recognised charts for both Eritrea and Yemen, in accor-
dance with the provision in Article 5 of the Convention. The
officially recognised charts used by the Tribunal are BA
(British Admiralty) Charts; those Charts use as a Chart
Datum approximately the level of the Lowest Astronomical
Tide. These Charts were among those relied on by the
Parties in the present Stage of the Proceedings.

Northern and Southern Extremities of the Boundary
Line

136. There is also a problem relating to both the northern
and the southern extremities of the international boundary
line. The Tribunal has the competence and the authority
according to the Arbitration Agreement to decide the mar-
itime boundary between the two Parties. But it has neither
competence nor authority to decide on any of the bound-
aries between either of the two Parties and neighbouring
States. It will therefore be necessary to terminate either end
of the boundary line in such a way as to avoid trespassing
upon an area where other claims might fall to be consid-
ered. It is, however, clearly necessary to consider the choic-
es of the base points controlling the median line first, and
then to look at the cautionary termination matter when the
line to be thus terminated at its northern and southern ends
has been produced.

137. The construction of the international single boundary
decided upon by the Tribunal, working generally from the
north to the south, will now be described.

The Northernmost Stretch of the Boundary Line

138. In this stretch, where the two lines claimed respective-
ly by Eritrea and Yemen differed so markedly in their cours-
es, there were three main problems: what to do about the
Dahlak islands on the Eritrean side; what to do about the
lone mid-sea island of Jabal al-Tayr and the mid-sea island
group of Jabal al-Zubayr; and what to do about the cluster
of islands and rocks off the northern coast of Yemen. These
three questions will now be considered in that order.

The Dahlaks

139. This tightly knit group of islands and islets, or “carpet”
of islands and islets as Eritrea preferred to call it, of which
the larger islands have a considerable population, is a typi-
cal example of a group of islands that forms an integral part
of the general coastal configuration. It seems in practice
always to have been treated as such. It follows that the
waters inside the island system will be internal or national
waters and that the baseline of the territorial sea will be
found somewhere at the external fringe of the island sys-
tem.

140. A problem that arises here, however, is that the Dahlak
fringe of coastal islands is also suitable for the application
not of the “normal baseline” of the territorial sea, but of the
“straight baselines” described in Article 7 of the
Convention (as there distinguished from the “normal” base-
line described in Article 5). The straight baseline system is
there described as “the method of straight baselines joining
appropriate points”. Yemen appears to have little difficulty
in agreeing that the Dahlaks form an appropriate situation
for the establishment of a straight baseline system.

141. Eritrea for its part claimed that it has such a system
already established. In answer to a question from the
Tribunal, Eritrea did give the coordinates for the base points
on the Eritrea side for both versions of its claimed “median
line”. But these base points in the region of the Dahlaks
appear to have been located on a line touching two or per-
haps three of the outer islands and the Negileh Rock (for
which see below paragraphs 146-147) and then continuing
in a more or less straight line out to sea in a south-easterly
direction. This scheme is probably part of the “quadrilater-
al” straight baseline system to which Eritrea referred in
argument.

142. The reality or validity or definition of this somewhat
unusual straight baseline system said to be existing for the
Dahlaks is hardly a matter that the Tribunal is called upon
to decide. The Tribunal does however have to decide on the
base points which are to control the course of the interna-
tional boundary line. In plotting its own claimed median
line boundary, Yemen has employed as its western base
points the high-water line of the small outer islets of Segala,
Dahret Segala, Zauber and Aucan.

These islets could reasonably be included in a straight base-
line system of the ordinary and familiar kind.

143. Eritrea, however, has in particular suggested a feature
called the “Negileh Rock™ which lies further out than these
larger but still small and uninhabited islets. Yemen object-
ed to the use of this feature by reason of the fact that on the
BA Chart 171 this feature is shown to be a reef and more-
over one which appears not to be above water at any state
of the tide. A reef that is not also a low-tide elevation
appears to be out of the question as a base point, because
Article 6 of the Convention (which is headed “Reefs") pro-
vides:

In the case of islands situated on atolls or of islands having

fringing reefs, the baseline for measuring the breadth of the
territorial sea is the seaward low-water line of the reef. as
shown by the appropriate symbol on charts officially rec-
ognized by the coastal State.

144. This difficulty about the Negileh Rock is reinforced if
there is indeed a straight baseline system in existence for
the Dahlaks, for paragraph 4 of Article 7 provides:

Straight baselines shall not be drawn to and from low-tide
elevations, unless lighthouses of similar installations which
are permanently above sea level have been built on them
or in instances where the drawing of straight baselines to
and from such elevations has received general internation-
al recognition.

145. Although Eritrea is not a party to the Convention; nev-
ertheless it has agreed to its application in the present case;
and since Eritrea claims the existence of a straight baseline
system, that claim seems to foreclose any right to employ a
reef that is not proud of the water at low-tide as a baseline
of the territorial sea.

146. As will appear more particularly below, the Tribunal
has decided that the western base points to be employed on
this part of the Eritrean coast shall be on the low-water line
of certain of the outer Dahlak islets, Mojeidi and an
unnamed islet east of Dahret Segala.

Next, it is necessary to deon the treatment of the mid-sea
islands of al-Tayr and Zubayr, for on this decision depends
the question of whether it will be necessary to consider base
points on the coast of Yemen.

Jabal al-Tayr and the Zubayr Group

147. Yemen employed both the small single island of al-
Tayr and the group of islands called al-Zubayr as control-

ling base points, so that the Yemen-claimed median line
boundary is “median” only in the area of sea west of these
islands. These islands do not constitute a part of Yemen's
mainland coast. Moreover, their barren and inhospitable
nature and their position well out to sea, which have already
been described in the Award on Sovereignty, mean that they
should not be taken into consideration in computing the
boundary line between Yemen and Eritrea.

148. For these reasons, the Tribunal has decided that both
the single island of al-Tayr and the island group of al-
Zubayr should have no effect upon the median line interna-
tional boundary.

Base Points on the Coast of Yemen

149. Since Jabal al-Tayr and the Zubayr group are not to
influence the drawing of the median line boundary, it is nec-
essary to decide upon the base points to be used for this part
of the coast of Yemen. For here again there is, if not a car-
pet, at least a considerable scattering of islands and islets
which are the beginning of a large area of coastal islands
and reefs which, extending northward, ultimately form part
of a large island cluster or system off the coast of Saudi
Arabia.

150. There is also the relatively large, inhabited and impor-
tant island of Kamaran off this part of the Yemen coast. This
island, together with the large promontory of the mainland
to the south of it, forms an important bay and there can be
no doubt that these features are integral to the coast of
Yemen and part of it and should therefore control the medi-
an line. One significant controlling base point is therefore
on the westernmost extremity of Kamaran. It seems reason-
able also to use as base points the very small islands imme-
diately south of Kamaran and west of the promontory head-
land mentioned above.

151. The question remains as to the islands to the north of
Kamaran. The relatively large islet of Tigfash, and the
smaller islands of Kutama and Ugban further west, all
appear to be part of an intricate system of islands, islets and
reefs which guard this part of the coast. This is indeed, in
the view of the Tribunal, a “fringe system” of the kind con-
templated by Article 7 of the Convention, even though
Yemen does not appear to have claimed it as such. Indeed
the Tribunal does not have the advantage of any views of
Yemen about this part of its coast because it chose to deploy
its arguments differently. It is however the view of the
Tribunal that it is right to use as median line base points not
only Kamaran and its satellite islets which appear in the
Yemen Map 12.1, but also the islets to the northwest named
Ugban and Kutama.

152. The above decisions having been made, it is now pos-
sible to compute and plot the northern stretch of the bound-
ary line between turning points 1 and 13 (the list of the
coordinates of the turning points is given below: see also
the illustrative Charts 3 and 4). For this entire part of the
line, the boundary should be a mainland-coastal median, or
equidistance, line.

153. At turning point number 13, however, a simple main-
land/coastal median line approaches the area of possible
influence of the islands of the Zuqar-Hanish group, and
clearly some decisions have to be made as to how to deal
with this situation.

The Middle Stretch of the Boundary Line

154. It will be convenient for obvious reasons if the
Tribunal first decides the question of the boundary in the
narrow seas between the south-west extremity of the
Hanish group on the one hand and the Eritrean islands of
the Mohabbakahs, High Island, the Haycocks and the South
West Rocks on the other. In this part of the boundary there
is added to the boundary problem of delimiting continental
shelves and EEZ the question of delimiting an area of over-
lapping territorial seas. This comes about because Zuqar
and Hanish, attributed to the sovereignty of Yemen, both
generate territorial seas which overlap with those generated
by the Haycocks and South West Rocks, attributed to the
sovereignty of Eritrea. It would appear from Yemen Map
12.1 that Yemen assumed that Eritrea is entitled only to a
strictly 12 mile territorial sea extending from the Eritrean
base points chosen by Yemen along the high-water line on
the Eritrean coast; the outcome would be, according to
Yemen, that the Haycocks and South West Rocks are thus
left isolated outside and beyond the Eritrean territorial sea
proper.

155. This proposition is questionable, quite apart from the
obvious impracticality of establishing limited enclaves
around islands and navigational hazards in the immediate
neighbourhood of a main international shipping lane. There
is no doubt that an island, however small, and even rocks
provided they are indeed islands proud of the water at high-
tide, are capable of generating a territorial sea of up to 12
miles (Article 121.2 of the Convention). It follows that a
chain of islands which are less than 24 miles apart can gen-
erate a continuous band of territorial sea. This is the situa-
tion of the Eritrean islands out to, and including, the South
West Rocks.

156. The point that the Yemen suggestion omits to take into
account is that the effect of what has been referred to as
“leap-frogging” the Eritrean islands and islets in this area is
to extend the mainland coast territorial sea beyond the limit
of 12 miles from the mainland coast. According to Article 3
of the Convention, the territorial sea extends “up to a limit

not exceeding 12 nautical miles, measured from the base-
lines determined in accordance with this Convention”. This
is permissible because each island, however small or unim-
portant of itself, creates a further low-water baseline from
which the coastal territorial sea is to be measured. This
“leap-frogging™ point was invoked strongly in support of
Eritrea’s claims to sovereignty. This reasoning was not
accepted by the Tribunal in its Award on Sovereignty, it
nonetheless has relevance in the present context.

157. If any further reason were needed to reject the Yemen
suggestion of enclaving the Eritrean islands in this area
beyond a limit of 12 miles from the high-water line of the
mainland coast, it may be found in the principle of non-
encroachment which was described by Judge Lachs in the
Guinea/Guinea-Bissau Award(15) in the following terms:

As stated in the award, our principal concern has been to
avoid, by one means or another, one of the Parties finding
itself faced with the exercise of rights, opposite to and in
the immediate vicinity of its coast, which might interfere
with its right to development or put its security at risk.

158. It will be seen that the international boundary line
must therefore lie somewhere in a belt of sea no more than
four or five miles wide. Once it is established that there is
an area of Eritrean mainland coast territorial sea, potential-
ly extending beyond the South West Rocks and the
Haycock group of islands on the one hand and overlapping
the territorial sea generated by the Yemen islands of the
Hanish group on the other, the situation suggests a median
line boundary. Under Article 15 of the Convention the nor-
mal methods for drawing an equidistant median line could
be varied if reason of historic title or other special circum-
stance were to indicate otherwise. However, the Tribunal
has considered these reasons and circumstances and finds
no variance necessary.

159. Further bearing in mind its overall task of delimitation,
the Tribunal also finds this line to be an entirely equitable
one. The decision of the Tribunal is therefore that the medi-
an line is the international boundary line where it cuts
through the area of overlap of the respective territorial seas
of the Parties.

There remains, however, the part of the boundary line
which is to connect the mainland coastal line and the line
delimiting the overlapping territorial seas. To the descrip-
tion of this line the Award now turns.

The Boundary Line Which Connects Turning Point 13
and Turning Point 15

160. If the mainland coastal median were continued south
of turning point 13, it would cut first the territorial sea of
Zuqar and then the territorial sea of Hanish, and then cut
through the land territory of the island of Hanish. It must
therefore divert to the west round the Zuqar-Hanish group,
also respecting the territorial seas of these islands if they are
to be regarded as generating a territorial sea. That they
ought be regarded as having a territorial sea seems reason-
able.

161. Various possibilities were considered by the Tribunal.
If therefore the international boundary is, after turning point
13 where it meets a 12 mile territorial sea extending from
the island of Zugar, to be diverted in order to respect that
area of territorial sea, it could trace the sinuosities of the
Zuqar territorial sea boundary until it has to turn southward
again in order to join the Article 15 boundary. The Tribunal
has decided, however, that it would be better that the line
here should be a geodetic line joining point 13 with point
14, making the necessary southwestwards excursion to join
the territorial sea median line described above. Moreover,
the Tribunal’s task is, as mentioned above, to determine the
maritime boundary; this does not include setting the limits
of the territorial seas.

162. From turning point 14, again with a simple line in
view, the southward excursion of the international bound-
ary is a geodetic line joining points 14 and 15 where it
becomes the Article 15 median. This boundary decided
upon by the Tribunal betweenturning points14 and 15 is
also very near to the putative boundary of a Yemen territo-
rial sea in this area, but makes for a neater and more con-
venient international boundary.

The Southern Part of the International Boundary Line

163. From turning point 20, which is the southernmost turn-
ing point on the overlapping territorial seas median line, the
boundary needs to turn generally south-eastwards to rejoin
the mainland coast median line. This it does through a geo-
detic line which connects turning point 20 and point 21, the
latter being the intersection of the extended overlapping ter-
ritorial seas median line and the coastal median line.
Thence the international boundary line resumes as a medi-
an line controlled by the two mainland coasts. The Bay of
Assab is internal waters, so the controlling base points of
the boundary line are seaward of this bay.
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COMMON SENSIE

‘ ‘ ook at all that
garbage that

has been put

on our streets.

Everywhere

you look there is an advertisement
that haunts your eyes as you try to
find some scenery that will appeal
to your taste”, said the passenger as
he boarded the mini-bus on the
Sixty Meter Road intersection with
Hadda Street.

Another wiry passenger who board-
ed before him said: “Why you can’t
even see the mini-busses anymore
in the streets because your view is
blocked by these ugly posters that
have come to.cover just about every
space of view there is in the capital
city.”

“Drink this! Eat this! Wipe your
nose with this! All along the city
streets that is all one sees. In fact
there is no more horizon left in the
city and visibility has been reduced
to a couple of meters only by these
ugly posters that have occupied
every ground. wall and air space”.
said one of the two students who
interrupted their discussion on the
horrors of the blackboard jungle to
talk about another horror that has
overtaken the city.

The last riding passénger contin-
ued, “From all the advertising that
one is finding on the streets of
Sana'a, one would think that the
city is the biggest market place in
the world. Never has so much ugli-
ness smeared the streets of any
metropolis. Imagine the pains this
brings to the thousands of poor peo-
ple who are looking at those sump-
tuous meals in these ugly posters

By: Hassan Al-Haiﬁ
Advertising not for the Public Good

when all they can eat only comes
from the leftovers that the affluent
have filled the city's overfilled
garbage bins. In fact it seems that
our city was destined to become the
abode for all kinds of garbage,
whether leftovers or advertising
garbage”.

The mini-bus driver adjusted the
mirror after the departing obese
passenger literally rolled out of the
front passenger seat of the mini-
bus, and expressed a sigh of relief
at the departure of this overweight
regular passenger of this mini-bus.
The poor guy has contracted with
this mini-bus driver to come and
pick him up daily from the
Endowment Government Offices
just across from the UNDP office.
The passenger had always knocked
the mirror as he struggled to find
the fare for the ride from his tight
clothing. The driver expressed a
sigh of relief at the departure of this
passenger at the Mujahid Street
intersection with Hadda Road: *I
do not know why I always get stuck
with the most difficult passengers.
I felt sorry for the guy as I saw him
always being rejected by the other
bus drivers because of his weight. |
decided to accept his offer to dou-
ble the fare if [ would pick him up
daily during the workweek at 3:00
PM for the front seat. [ thought,
‘well what the heck, if it guaranteed
one passenger a day and it is along
my route’. Little did I know the
awesome difficulties of carrying so
much weight. He displaces the rear
view mirror at least five times dur-
ing the ride with his head. His per-
spiration literally fumigates the air,

adding to the awful smell of all the
garbage found in the streets. His
breath always reeks of onions or
garlic. God knows how many
onions the guy eats! [ suggested to
him to reduce the intake of onions.
But he protested vigorously, on the
grounds that onions and garlic are
medicinal foods! In fact his pockets
always contained at least one over-
size onion and at least three garlic
bulbs. On top of that, there is the
problem of shifting gears when this
guy is on board. Because of him, I
loose at least three passengers, who
refuse to get on when the perspira-
tion odor hits their nostrils.”

“Look pal, there is nothing that the
City Secretariat could do about the
problem you have with this passen-
ger”, said the advertising complaint
passenger. continuing, “but one
would think that the capital munici-
pality could at least not hurt our
sense of sight by this ugly smear of
our airspace. Wherever you turn
your view is blocked by a poster or
an oversize can of powdered milk,
that can meet the milk needs of a
family of five for ten years! It is
hard even to tell what the weather
picture looks like any more, as
every time you want to see the sky
in the horizon, you wind up seeing a
naked infant with a fluffy diaper
and his bare chest, stating that ‘not
even Tarzan had it so good!™.

The driver also remarked: “For us
the problem is those ugly posters
that are found in glass cases in the
middle of the streets. The reflected
car lights from those cases at night
are driving hazard at nights, espe-
cially in rainy days. They also

SECTION 1 INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Credit No. ITF 34- YEM
IFB No. 01/ 2000

1. The Government of the Republic of Yemen (ROY) has received a credit

Section 1

from the Interim Trust Fund (ITF) administered by

the International

Development Association (IDA), in the amount of SDR 9.2 million
equivalent to US § 12. 5 million towards the cost of the Seeds and
Agricultural Services Project ( SASP) and it is intended that a part of
the proceeds of this Credit will be applied to eligible payments under
the contract for procurement of following fertilizers:-

Item(1) Di Ammonium Phosphate -quantity 1000 MT

Item (2) Triple Super Phosphate -quantity 1000 MT

Item (3) Potassium Sulphate -quantity 500 MT

Item (4) Compound NPK 20- 20- 20 quantity 500 MT

for the General Agricultural Cooperative ( GAC)

Bidding is open to all Bidders from eligible member countries of the World
Bank, and Taiwan, China with the exception of following countries:
The Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Brunei Darussalam, Cyprus, Israel,
Kuwait,Oman,Qatar,Singapore,United Arab Emirates,andUnited Statesof America.
2. The Seeds and Agricultural Services project (SASP) now invites sealed
bids from eligible Bidders for the supply of above mentioned goods
| valid for ninety (90) days from date of opening bids.
| 3. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from follow-

ing address and inspect the bidding documents at the office of:
Director of Project Support Unit

| (a)
Al-Daee
| Sana’a (ROY)

Tel/ Fax. No. 207848

(Ring Road)/ Algeria Street

b)  Or by writing to SASP, P.O. Box 15316
ana’a- Replwubllc of Yemen

4. A comp

ete set of the bidding documents may be purchased by any

interested eligible Bidder on submission of a written application to the
above address upon payment of a non-refundable fees of USD 200.00.
Documents may also be obtained by express courier on payment of an

additional non-refundable fees of USD

0.00.

The Bidder must complete and submit with its bid the Bid Form and
Price Schedule furnished in the Bidding Documents.

All bids must be submitted in Sealed envelopes and must be accompa-
nied by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the
total bid value in a freely convertible currency, in favour of Seeds and
A%ncultural Services Project ( SASP) valid for one hundred twenty
(120) days from the closing date of bids, and must be delivered to the
Head Office of SASP, Sana’a Aldaeery/ Algeria Street on or before
10:00 a.m. on Sunday March 05, 2000.
Bids will be opened 1n the presence of the Bidders or their representa-
tives who choose to attend at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday March 05, 2000. At

tisement

the office of PSU whose address is given in PA

(3) of this adver-

block the view of pedestrians
behind them who may at any
moment jump into the paved road
and then you have a dead or injured
passenger under you. [ tell you
those people at the Capital
Secretariat have no idea that they
have become accomplices in half
the traffic accidents in the city!
The other half of the accidents are
caused by poorly cleaned or main-
tained cars, which the city munici-
pality should prevent from being on
the streets. We have often tried to
convince the traffic police of the
hazards of these ugly advertise-
ments, but they state that the
Capital Secretariat uses the money
from these advertisements for the
clean up of the city. What a joke! 1
have not seen Sana’a clean in over
ten years!™

One of the students said. after man-
aging to get his books in stacked
order after the rubber band that was
holding them broke. because they
were beyond what the rubber band
was able to hold together: My
father always spoke of how Sana'a
was once the cleanest and most
environmentally pure metropolis in
the world, twenty years ago. Even
despite the simple make up of the
municipality structure then, and the
relatively simple means at the dis-
posal of thase in charge of the city,
the city had no garbage heaping up
all over the streets of the city. The
city trees did not have thousands of
plastic bags hanging like fabricated
fruit on them. There was absolute-
ly no sign of this ugly commercial
trash that has plagued the skyline of
the city. Of course there was no

problem of obesity either as people
only ate just enough to keep their
bodies going, not stagnant as our
last passenger was.”

The other student, feeling sorry for
his friend, passed an extra book
strap he kept as a back up strap for
his books to his friend and helped
him tie his books together. He then
said: ‘I am glad that the country
side is still not smeared by the ugli-
ness that has filled Sana’a’s streets
and walls. In fact, every time we go
back to the village, we make sure to
knock down every advertising
poster that is on the road, especial-
ly near our village. When the peo-
ple ask us why we do this, we just
tell them that we only come here to
escape all the ugliness that has
smeared Sana’a by all these
posters.”

The guy who began all this talk
about advertising posters comment-
ed: “The worst part of this all is
that the pedestrians are finding that
whatever little sidewalks they used
to have now have been blocked by
the oversized pipes and columns
that hold these ugly advertisements
on. Look at those poor pedestrians
trying to find space to trod as they
try to get from here to there. On top
of that, street intersections can now
only hold two pedestrians at one
time trying to cross the street

because of the limited space left by
these ugly posters.”

The problem really entails the poor
taste that has overtaken the City
Secretariat in letting this advertis-
ing fever get out of hand. What
good is putting all this garbage in
the city walls and grounds, when
people are hit with such difficult
economic conditions.” That was
the statement of the passenger who
replaced the obese passenger
picked up one block later.

“l say the residents of the city of
Sana’a should all sign a petition
demanding that the Capital
Secretariat remove and cease this
ugly smear of our airspace within
one month or else they will be all
subject to destruction by the city
dwellers”, said the student who is
now happy after his friend has
solved his problem of keeping his
textbooks and notebooks together.
He continued, “Nothing will make
the school kids happier, after they
have already destroyed half the
schools in the city and ran out of
things to destroy in the schools,
then to be to hit the city w ertising
trash, where they will tind suffi-
cient enough material to destroy in
order to let off some steam from the
pressure brought on them by the
poor conditions of their schools.”

Successtul millennium party was held in
Kawkaban Ballroom being organized by
Embassy of Netherlands.
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Shown in the pictures
the arrival of VIP's and
Embassy dignitaries of Yemen
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GM of Sheraton Sana'a
Hotel will be attending the

conference in Hawaii as
4 well as to
| tourism in Yemen.
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Reformation Process in the Market and State in Yemen

t is probably necessary to begin
my 10 limited minutes of pres-
entation by restating the most
basic principle of macroeco-
nomics which says that the
itical, social and military fate of
nation depends greatly upon its
nomic success. Today there is no
a of economics more vital to a
ion’s success than its macroeco-
nic equilibrium and macroeconom-
rerformance.
s also necessary to restate the most
ic tenet of the institutional econom-
which says that a functioning
tonal market can not exist without a
dern and strong state - without
:ctive legal, administrative, and
ulatory institutions, maintained by
state.
- all have seen the overall deteriora-
n of the Economic Reform Program
RP) The Rate of the real GDP
with was (-) 0.2%. Core inflation -
/e, budget deficit - 17% of GDP,
ount balance (-) 12% of GDP, GDP
“capita $ 265, unemployment 25%,
ulation under line poverty 21%,
matic fluctuation of Yemen curren-
from 30 R/D to 140-160 R/D.
ce 1995 Yemeni government began
mplement a large-scale program of
orm. The Program was formulated
cooperation with the IMF and the
wld Bank and it is considered a lib-
 program aimed at making the mar-
t the dominant regulator of the econ-
1y. Unfortunately, the outcome of
is reform is not encouraging even
wugh 1995 and 1996 were nominally
ccessful years for the program. Any
ocks have reversed previous opti-
stic expectation and revealed the
derlying weaknesses of the pro-
am. The ERP program has put the
rt before the horse.
“course, there are objective and sub-
-tive determinants of the current sit-
tion. In terms of the objective deter-
nants, we may include the econom-
backwardness of the country, scarci-
of human capital, capital and tech-
logy. Also we could include the
ernational economic situation, par-
ularly the present Asian economic
sis, which directly effects Yemeni
onomy. For example, oil revenue
s decreased to roughly 30% of
97°s level and budget deficit has
en this year to 13% because 95% of
meni exports are oil products, and
% of Yemeni exports go to south-
2st Asian countries. In the subjective
ctors we initially include the absence
a modern and strong state.
wiessness, corruption and bribery

are widespread in Yemeni
nstitutions and this poses a
major obstacle to any correc-
| tive program and more gen-
erally to any development
program in Yemen.

All economic and social indi-
cators point to the Economic
Reform Program, in spite of
the achieved successes in the fields of
monetary and fiscal reform in 1995
and 1996. Even those successes have
dissipated in the years of 1997 and
1998 as a result of first external shock.
Let us look in brief at the main eco-
nomic indicators, which were the sub-
ject of the reformation process: real
GDP growth, the rate of inflation,
budget deficit, national account bal-
ance, the coefficient of investment.
What do these indicators show us? The
real GDP growth increased from -0.2
1994 to 5.1% and 4.3% in 1995, 1996.
But it fell again to 3.6 and 2.5 in 1997
and 1998. Core inflation fell
from 75% in 1994 to 20%, 10%
and 5% in 1995, 1996 and 1997
respectively, but it rose again to
55% in 1998. The budget deficit
as percentage of GDP was
reduced from 17% in 1994 to
6%, 4%, and 2% 1995, 1996
and 1997 respectively.
Currently it is rising again to
12%. The deficit in the national
account balance fell from -
11.6% in 1994 to - 10,1%,
3,5%. - 1,5% in 1995, 1996 and
1997 respectively. but it is ris-
ing again to 10.0% in 1998. The
exchange rate rose from 125-
130 R/D the average designed
level drawn by program to 160
R/D in 1999. Investment coeffi-
cient is less more 4 time than
planed. The standard of living is
falling according to UN
sources. GDP per capita is less
than $ 240. Unemployment is
more than 35%. The percentage
of the population living under
the poverty line is more than
50%. The Majority of infra-
structure is deteriorating rapid-
ly. We are witnessed of growing
of collapse of Yemeni national
industry. More than 30 firms
were closed within the last two
years, more than 5000 industni-
al worker were fired. The main
sector in Yemen-agriculture
produced only 13% of GDP,
while 56% of the labor force in
concentrated in this area.

There are in my viewpoint two
major factors standing behind
the impeding of the ERP: First-
the fragility of the Yemeni state
and Administrative Anarchy.
Second- Theoretical weakness-
es in the design of the ERP. I am
not going to focus my presenta-
tion on the first factor. There are
possibly others who will
address this factor. I would pre-

fer to concentrate a little bit on the sec-
ond factor. No doubt that without
reforms the Yemeni people would be
in far worse condition. There is also no
doubt, that our people have faced far
greater hardship than the current hard-
ship resulting from the implementation
of the reform program. These are facts
with which it is difficult to argue. At
the beginning of reformation process
there were some positive results which
we have previously mentioned. Those
achievement were realized initially
with financial support from abroad.
But the main goals of growth and sus-
tainable development (real GDP in
material sectors, Coefficient of invest-
ment, unemployment remain static.
The question of investment has not
made any significant progress.
Investments in Yemen has been due to
the lack of an appropriate environment
for investment. The FIAS report fro
Yemen of June 1997 stated that *..con-

strained public budget, low incoms
level, decentralized population and
difficult physical environment; under-
developed legal system and weak
institutional capacity; underdeveloped
local capital markets; and (most criti-
cally) Yemen’s high political risk rat-
ing, as well as....(the fact that) the
state, the government of Yemen is still
viewed as weak, unreliable and lack-
ing credibility.”

At the first external shock these
achievements disappeared, because of
lack of cohesion of the program. The
architects of the economic reform pro-
gram assumed that the problems of the
Yemeni economy consisted primarily
of government deficit, negative bal-
ance of payments, sharp fluctuations
in the value of the Yemeni Rial and the
existence of an inefficient and unpro-
ductive public sector. Based upon
these assumptions the economic
reform program anticipated that sim-
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ply relieving the pressure on the bal-
ance of payments, reducing the gov-
ernment deficit through cutting expen-
diture and cutting government subsi-
dies, making social services cost effec-
tive and privatizing the public sector
business will allow these market
forces mobilize and establish the prop-
er levels of investment, production,
consumption, importation and exports
in light of current resource endow-
ments. The program ignores that the
deeper roots of the economic crisis
which are not restricted to financial
and monetary policy, but rather these
are merely symptoms on the surface of
more fundamental and ongoing contra-
dictions and difficulties in the material
production and administrative-politi-
cal management. The question arises
today, is it possible for the market to
operate effectively in the absence of
the state or even in its presence, but in
a weak and fragile condition, The

DISH AND DECODER ONLY

answer for this question comes from
the world bank itself in the statements
made in the report of the World Bank
in its yearly meeting held in Hong
Kong on the 23-26 of September 1997:
“In the absence of an effective state it
is impossible to produce any econom-
ic or social progress...and without pro-
tection from theft and violence and
repressive behavior by the state and
without a fair judiciary which is able
to enforce its rulings, it is difficult for
markets to grow and develop. The
final address by James Wolfensohn,
President of the World Bank Group, to
the Board of Governors of the World
Bank Group, at the Joint Annual
Discussion on October 6-8 1998, con-
firms our believes that any economic
reforms and measures “...if they do not
fight corruption and put in place good
governance, if they do not introduce
social safety nets, if they not have the
social and political consensus for
reform, if they do not bring their peo-
ple with them, their development is
endangered and will not last.”
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Muhsen Bin Farid to Yemen Times:

“Clandestine Contacts Between the
Government and MOW/J are Groundless”

"~hen local and
intermational
media carries
news about new
. . and hot events
on the political arena and there is
confusion between credibility and
skepticism, Yemen Times would
usually seek to get information
from its very sources to offer
answers to all queries on the polit-
ical arena.

Conflicting news reports of clan-
destine contacts between the
regime in Sanaa and Abdul
Rahman Al-Jifri, leader of the
opposition National Front
‘MOWJ’, whose activities are
banned in Yemen. He is also the
President of the Sons of Yemen
League ‘Ray’. Reports say that he
withdrew from the Opposition
Coordination Council in order to
arrange things in his party and
then to intensify the party activi-
ties in the Southern and Eastern
govrnorates so as to replace some
opposition political forces and to
prepare his opposition leadership
to come back home. This has led
to the rise of so many questions
about what is actually happening
around, what the opposition
abroad demands to fulfill the
national reconciliation, the atti-
tude of the Sons of the Yemeni
League versus the elections after
its  withdrawal from the
Opposition Coordination
Council? All these question marks
and their implications have been
presented to Mr. Mohsen Bin
Farid, the Secretary General of
the League of the Yemeni Sons
‘Ray’, member of the executive
committee of the National
Opposition Front (MOW]), and
the head of its information office.

He says “We see the Yemeni opposition

as one entity. We do not believe in
dividing the opposition into an inside
and an outside one. There are large num-
bers of political, military and civil lead-
ers forced to flee the country after the
1994 war. Nevertheless, there is a
human base for the opposition in inside
Yemen. It is represented by the political
parties in addition to other Yemeni oppo-
sition factions. There is also the silent
majority of the people in Yemen. The
Yemeni opposition whether inside or
outside Yemen share the same major
common denominator, their concern is
one and their prospects and vantage
points are close to a great extent. All of
them are of the view to have a unity that
will last and stand all difficulties and
hurdles of time. All of them do also
believe in democracy and discarding
violence, seeking freedom, justice, and
full equity among all the people, without
any prejudice and respect of human
rights in Yemen.

If we agree on these main issues, then
the Yemeni opposition is one and there is
no need to divide it into internal and

external opposition.

‘We, as well as the Yemeni people, were
very hopeful when the unification was
declared in 1990, holding out great
hopes that our country will forget the
past - characterized by violence, blood-
shed, dictatorship, social as well as eco-
nomic backwardness - and makes

amends. However, all these great expec-
tations were aborted as a result of the
composition of power share on which
the unity was based and then came the
power struggle, that bred the inevitable
disaster of the summer of 1994,

After six years of that horrible war, our
country is still suffering a strained polit-
ical, economic, social and security situa-
tion. Conditions in our country in simple
terms are as follows: a prevailing politi-
cal imbalance, continuous deteriorating
economic situations leading to hard and
austere social living conditions of the

people, absence of the state of law and
order leading to a state of anarchy and
insecurity. All this can not be denied by
anyone.

The Sons of Yemen League
party has made various ini-
tiatives and concepts
thought to be the ways out
of the country’s cumulative
and present crises. The
president of the League Mr.
Abdul Rahman Al-Gifri has given a
brief account on the situation in a study
titled *Yemen Where is it Going?”

We in the League believe that the way
out lies in implanting the bases of a last-
ing unity within a coherent and solid rul-
ing structure that meets the balance
needed. A local authority with wide

S

powers and independent, just and fair
judiciary system should also exist and
take roots enhancing the means of secu-
. rity, development,
stability and com-
prehensive national
unity.

Regarding elections
we, in the League,
have embraced plu-
rality and democra-
cy, therefore elections (local, parliamen-
tary, and presidential) should be the
means to decide and settle disputes
among Yemenis and are the only means
for the peaceful transfer of power. In
order to meet the purpose of elections,
the authority is ought to believe in elec-
tions and should ensure the conditions
necessary to make them a success. We
realize that democracy can never be
achieved all at a time. It is rather gradual
accumulative process. What is important
then is to ensure a correct and good start
for the one thousand -mile march begins
with a step.

It is then essential to maintain a multi-
power local authority, which is an indi-
cator on the regime’s seriousness regard-
ing the question of reforms and elec-
tions. It is also essential that some con-

stitutional amendments are made to
remove all the articles that hinder fair
and just elections. We understand the
deteriorated and complicated conditions
of our country so we do not demand to
have elections matching those of in
Britain or America. However, it is
important that we put an end to the
process doctoring elections returns. We
should also restrict the use of the public
treasury. The The armed forces and mass
media should be kept neutral and impar-
tial.

The League and the
Opposition Coordination
Council:

The League party did not
withdraw from the
Opposition  Coordination
Council, besides this council
was over by the end of the
elections of 1997 for the par-
ties composing the council had reached
an agreement to boycott elections of
1997. However some parties breached
the agreement and participated in the
elections for various reasons as a predic-
tion that it participation would be in
their favor or as a result of deal with the
authorities. We were taken aback when

the Opposition Coordination Council
came back to the political theatre with-
out informing us. As the League party
has self-respect and observes agree-
ments it concludes with others, it
believes that the Coordination Council is
over by the time it reversed its course of
action and breached the agreement it had
made.

We do respect other parties constituting
what is called now Coordination
Council and do not have any objection
to cooperate and coordinate with any
one of them to join the opposition
forces. We have taken the initiative more
than once in regard to this issue and the
ball is now in the other’s court.

On contacts between Mr. Abdul
Rahman Al-Gifri and the regime in
Sana’a:

The league party has embraced the
peaceful democratic approach as a sole
way for the political action in Yemen,
hence we are heralds for dialogue and
true national reconciliation. We seek to
accomplish this noble and sublime goal
before the very eyes of the public and
not secretly.

So far no contacts have been made
between Mr. Abdul Rahman Al-

Jifri, the president of the League and
‘MOW] and the president of the
Republic nor with any representative of
the regime. We have read what was
reported in newspapers just like you. We
hope that all the sides will realize that
there is no way out of this except by
accepting each other and by the positive,

constructive dialogue away from con-
spiracies, tactics, modus operand and
narrow partisan calculations.

The League does not want to be an alter-
native for any one nor to to replace any
one, for it believes that the country
should embrace all without any excep-
tion and discrimination.
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emen territorial waters are

rich with fish wealth and

other marine biology. This

is a fact confirmed by stud-
ies and in reality.  The coastline of
Yemen extends to more than 2350 sq.
km in addition to the Yemeni that total
more than one hundred. Yemeni coasts
and islands contain huge fish wealth
both close to the surface and deep
down the sea. Yemeni seas also have
abundant commercial amounts of
marine creatures such as mollusca and
crustacea. This is ascribed to the sea-
sonal and summer changes of the sea
and coming of water currents from the
Indian Ocean accompanied with

Somalian currents. This helps render
the areas of the Gulf of Aden and the
Red Sea distinguished and rich with
various marine creatures. Studies, sur-
veys, organizations and the interna-
tional teams affirmed that the fish and
marine creatures productivity of the
Gulf of exceeds that of many of the
region’s countries. It is possible to fish
an annual amount of about 320,000
tones of fish and other marine crea-
tures.

Protection of Fish Wealth
Protection and preservation of this
national wealth, as well as developing
and investing it, is a strategic task. It is
considered a renewable wealth and
very significant contributor to the
national economy. Studies and reports
show indications of noticeable drop in
fish  stockpile and

decrease in fishing rates
in Yemen, especially
when the volume of
fishing reached 130,000
tones per year, and
80,000,000 tones in the
world.

The causes of this drop
in fish stockpile and
rates of fishing can be
directly attributed to
two main reasons. The
first is the concentration
on fishing traditional
kinds of fish and not
looking for other types
of fish and marine biol-
ogy available in all our
regional waters. The
other reason could be
the increased fishing in
certain areas the matter
which results in exceed-
ing the production ceil-
ing permissible in these
areas and this leads to
the destruction of envi-
ronment of some kinds

of fish. It is well-known that preserv-
ing marine environment and creatures
is a strategic task and the responsibili-
ty of the state and the citizen so that all
work together to protect and not to
inflict any harm on it.

Added to the above reasons is the fish-
ing operations by foreign boats in vio-
lation of Yemeni regional fishing
areas. This question must be given
great attention by raising effectiveness
of watching our regional waters and
taking appropriate measures to pre-
vent such acts of violation. We find
that those who come to fish illegally,
are violating treaties and agreements
regulating the rights of all parties.
What is happening in our regional
waters is the very sabotage of our
marine wealth. Foreign Fishing boats
drop nets full of eggs of unwanted
kinds of fish in our sea shores to get
rid of them. This of course affects
badly our sea and land environment,
particularly our fish farms. Those are
mostly equipped with weapons and
designed as any gunboat. They are

-

trespassing the Yemeni regional
waters and carrying out fishing opera-
tions along more than two thousand
kilometers of our coast. For many
years complaints have been issued by
the Fishermen Union against these
violations, demanding for putting an
end to tampering with our fish wealth.
In the light of this situation the Yemeni
council of ministers has set up a com-
mittee charged with fact-finding mis-
sion and to submit a report of the
issue. It has also been learnt that the
government gave orders to the navy
force to protect our fish wealth and not
to allow any ship to violate permitted
areas stipulated in agreements con-
cluded between Yemen and some
countries.

There happened a number of con-
frontations and sometimes those for-
eign boats opened fire on our navy
force. They have for many times prac-
ticed act of piracy against our small
fishing boats and took them hostage to
some countries on the western side of

time to save our Fish wealth

the Red Sea, retaining
the Yemeni fishermen
for several months and
confiscating their
boats and possessions.
Leniency on part of
Yemeni competent
authorities has encour-
aged foreign pirates to
go too far in commit-
ting their aggressive
acts  against  our
marine  boundaries.
This arouses the ques-
tion on the side that
would protect this
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wealth, and the fisher-

men who have
become  threatened
and scared.

There are reports that
a large number of for-
eign boats are still ran-
domly fishing inside
our regional waters
and carrying out acts
of killing, wounding

and kidnapping
Yemeni fishermen.
Some said that they do

not see that agree-
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ments concluded with

some countries are
being observed but
rather the results are
mostly to the contrary.
The question is that
why do we keep
silently versus these
acts of aggression?
Finally, we hope to
hear about strict meas-
ures taken by our gov-
ernment to stop illegit-
imate acts of fishing
within our territorial
waters a matter that
poses a great threat to
our fish wealth.
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Omaimah Ahmad Saeed is afflicted
with TB in her right hip and
according to medical reports, she
needs to have a surgical operation
in Germany. The family is unable to
afford the costs of travel and
operation and it appeals for your
help.

If you can help, please call:
W@ 5819364
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QAT: A Dangerous Drug Under the Microscope

20f5
TI: Qhat induced psychosis and
medico-legal implication: a case
report.
AU: Alem-A; Shibre-T
AD: Amanuel Hospital, Addis Ababa.
SO: Ethiop-Med-J. 1997 Apr; 35(2):
137-9
ISSN: 0014-1755
PY: 1997
LA: ENGLISH
CP: ETHIOPIA
AB: It has been established that Qhat
plant leaves (catha edulis forsk) con-
tain an active psychostimulant sub-
stance known as Cathinone that is
similar in structure and pharmacologi-
cal activity to amphetamine. There
have been no previously reported
cases of Qhat induced psychosis in
Ethiopia despite heavy consumption
of Qhat in most part of the country. We
report here a case of brief and episode
psychosis attributed to heavy Qhat
chewing. We maintain that Qhat leaf is
a substance of abuse and Qhat chew-
ing has the potential complicate psy-
chiatric conditions and forensic
events.
MESH: Ethiopia - Homicide- legisla-
tion -and jurisprudence; Middle Age:
Psychoses, Substance -Induced- diag-
nosis; Social -responsibility; Violence.
MESH: *Central -Nervous-System-
Stimulants -adverse -effects; *Plant-
Extracts-adverse -effects; *Psychoses,
-Substance -Induced -etiology
TG: Case- report; Human ;Male
PT: JOURNAL -ARTICLE
RN: 0;0; 0
NM: miraa; Central -Nervous-
System-Stimulants; Plant- Extracts
AN: 1998237864
UD: 199807

Jof5
TI: A transcultural pattern of drug
use: ( Qhat) in the UK.
AU: Griffiths-P; Gossop-M;
Wickenden-S; Dunworth -J; K; Lloyd-
C
AD: National Addiction Center,
Maudsley Hospital, London.
SO: Br-J- Psychiatry. 1997 Mar;
170:281-4
ISSN: 0007- 1250
PY: 1997
LA: ENGLISH
CP: ENGLAND
AB: BACKGROUND: This study
investigate patterns of Qhat among
207 Somalis living in London.
METHOD: Subjects were recruited
using privileged access interviewing.
Somalian interviewers were recruited
who shared the same culture as the
subjects. Data were collected by
means of a structured interview.
RESULTS: One hundred and sixty-
two subjects (78 %) had used Qhat.
The majority (76 %) used more Qhat
than in Somalia. Some users reported
moderate dependence; a minority
reported severe problems. Adverse
psychological effects included sleep
problems, anxiety and depression.
Medical problems associated with
Qhat use were rare. CONCLUSION:
Qhat users who continue to use this
drug when it is transplanted from a tra-
ditional context may experience diffi-
culties. Qhat use can also be seen as
playing a positive role in supporting
the cultural identity of the Somalian
community. Sever problems were
rarely reported. Qhat consumption
should be considered when addressing
health-related topics with those com-
munities in which Qhat use is com-
mon.
MESH: Adolescence- Adult- Attitude-
to- Health; Ethnobotany-, London-
epidemiology;
Middle- Age; Plants, Medicinal; *
substance -related- disorders- ethnolo-

gy
TG: female hman; Male ; Support-
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PT: JOURNAL- ARTICLE
AN: 1997372983

UD: 199710

4of 5
TI: Renocolic fistula as a complica-
tion to xanthogranulomatous
pyelonephritis.
AU: Majeed- HA; Mohammed -KA;
Salman-HA
AD: AL Sabah Hospital, Sulaibi Qhat-
Kuwait
SO: Singapore-Med -J. 1997 Mar;
38(3): 116-9
ISSN: 0037-5675
PY: 1997
LA: ENGLISH
CP: SINGAPORE
AB: Four patients with xanthogranu-
lomatous pyelonepritis were found to
have renocolic fistualae.
Coincidentally, the left kindey was
involved in all four cases. All patients
presented with renal mass. Two cases
have had coexistent renal stones, one
of them presented with massive sup-
per gastrointestinal bleeding as a
result of portal hypertension. Another
patient had a  history of
Schistosomiasis. In none of the
patients was the renal condition confi-
dently diagnosed properatively, nor
was the colonic fistula suspected. In
all four patients, nephrectomy was
performed together with resection of
the involved colon followed by a satis-
factory recovery. The possibility of a
colonic fistula should be kept in mind
as a complication to this rare renal
condition in spite of the absence of
colonic symptoms and normal finding
in barium enema studies.

MESH: Adult- Colic- diagnosis;
Emergencies; Gastrointestinal-
Hemorrhage-diagnosis; kidney-

Calculi-diagnosis;kidney-Calculi-eti-
ology; kidney Diseases -diagnoses;
Middle-Age;

Pylenephritis.- Xanthogranulomatous-
diagnosis; Urinary-Fistula-diagnosis
MESH: * Colic-etiology; *Kidney -
Disease-etiology; *Pyelonephritis-
Xanthogranulomatous- complications;
*Uninary -Fistula -etiology

TG: Case-Report; Female; Human:
Male

PT: JOURNL- ARTICLE; REVIEW-
OF-REPORTED-CASES

AN: 1997414712

UD: 199711

Sof 5
TI: Effect of Qhat chewing on the
bioavailability of ampicillin and
amoxycillin.
AU: Affect -OA; Ali -AA; Ali-HM
AD: Department of Pharmaceutical
Chemistry, Sana’a University of
Yemen.
SO: J-Antimicrob- Chemother. 1997
Apr; 39 (4): 523-5
ISSN: 0305-7453
PY: 1997
LA: ENGLISH
CP: ENGLAND
AB: The study examined the effect of
Qhat chewing on ampicillin and
amoxycilin bioavailability following
the administration of a 500 mg single
dose each antibiotic at different times
relative to Qhat chewing. Using a uri-
nary excertion method the biooavail-
abilities of ampicillin and amoxycillin
was only significantly reduced when
the antibiotic was taken midway
through the Qhat chewing session. It
was concluded that the two antibiotics,
particularly ampicillin-urine;
Biological-Availability; Plant-Leaves-
chemistry.
MESH: *Amoxicillin-pharmacology;
* Ampicillin-pharmacokinetics;

*Central -Nervous-System-
Stimulants-pharmacology: *Plant-
Extracts-pharmacology.

TG: Comparative-study; Human;

Male

PT: CLINICAL -TRIAL; JOURNAL-
ARTICLE

RN: 0; 0; 0; 26787-78-0; 69-53-4
NM: miraa; Central-Nervous-System -
Stimulants; Pant -Extracts;
Amoxicillin; Ampicillin

AN: 199729121

UD: 199709

1 of 3 (1998)
TI: The Qhat-chewing elderly {let-
ter}
AU: Salib- E; Ahmed- AG
SO: Int-J-Geriatr-Psychiatry. 1998 Jul;
13(7): 493-4
ISSN: 0885-6230
PY: 1998
LA: ENGLISH
CP: ENGLAND
MESH: Aged -England -epidemiolo-
gy; Mental-Disorder- chemically-
induced; Middle Age; Somalia -eth-
nology.
MESH: *Central -Nervous -system -
Stimulant pharmacology: * cognition -
drugeffects; *Mental-Dsorders-epi-
demiology; *plant-extracts -pharma-
cology
TG: LETTER
RN:0;0; 0
NM: Miraa; Central - Nervous -sys-
tem- stimulants; plant- extracts
AN: 1998360153
UD: 199901

20of3
TI: Determination of (S) (-)- cathi-
none by spectrophotometric detec-
tion.
AU: al-Obaid -AM; al-Tamrah-SA;
Aly; FA; Alwarthan -AA
AD: Department of Pharmaceutical
Chemistry, College of Pharmacy, King
Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.
SO: J-Pharm-Biomed-Anal. 1998 Jun;
17(2): 321-6
ISSN: 1998
LA: ENGLISH
CP: ENGLAND
AB: This study reports the demo-
graphic and social characteristics and
level of psychological dysfunction in
regular Qhat users compared with
matched non-users. The results indi-
cate that Qhat users resemble non-
users on a number of psychosocial
variables and GHQ scores, with no
evidence to suggest higher morbidity
amongst user. The two groups appear
to differ only in the level of their use
of nicotine and also in their perception
of the harmful effects associated with
Qhat use.
MESH: Adolescence-; Adult-; Aged -
England -epidemiology ; Middle age :
Socioeconomic - epidemiology.
TG: Human; Male
PT: JOURNAL- ARTICLE
RN:0;0;0
NM: miraa; Central- Nervous -
System- Stimulants; Plant _extracts
AN: 1998268016
UD: 199809

1 of 2 ( 1999)
TI: Genetic toxicology of abused
drugs: a brief review.
AU: Li-JH; Lin-LF
AD: National Narcotics Bureau,
Department of Health, Executive Yuan
( Cabinet), Taipei, Taiwan, Republic
of China. Nbjhligt (at)ms3.hinet.net
SO: Mutagenesis. 1998 Nov; 13 (6):
557-65
ISSN: 0267-8357
PY: 1998
LA: ENGLISH
CP: ENGLAND
AB: Although numerous studies have
been conducted on abused drugs, most
focus on the problems of addiction
(dependence) and their neurotoxici-
ties. Now accumulated data have
demonstrated that the genotixicity and
/or carcinogenicity of abused sub-
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stances, including LSD, opiates
(diacetylmorphine, morphine, opium
and codeine), cocaine, cannabis, betel
quid and Qhat, are discussed for their
potential genotoxicity/ carcinogenici-
ty. The available literature in the field,
although not as for neurotoxicity,
clearly indicates the capability of
abused drugs to induce genotoxicity.
MESH: Areca-adverse -effects; Areca-
toxicity; Cannabis-adverse-effects;
Cannabis-toxicity; Cocaine-adverse-
effects;Cocaine-toxicity  Lysergic-
Acid-Diethlamide-adverse-effects;
Lysergic-Acid -Diethylamide-toxicity;
Mutagenicity- Tests; Nacrotics-
adverse-effects; Narcotics-toxicity;
Neoplasms-etiology; Risk-

Assessment; Substance-Related -
Disorders-complications
MESH: *CARCINOGENS-

ADVERSE-EFFECTS; *Carinogens;
*Chromosome -Aberrations;
*Mutagens-adverse-effects;:
*Mutagens-toxicity; *Street -Drug -
adverse; -effects;Drugs-toxicity.

TG: Animal; Human; Support, Non-
U.S- gov't

PT: JOURNAL-ARTICLE; REVIEW;
REVIEW, TUTORIAL

RN: 0; 0; 0; 0; 50-36-2; 50- 37-3
NM:  Carcinogens;  Mutagens;
Narcotics; Street-Drugs; Cocaine;

Lysergic -Acid-Diethylamide
AN: 1999077002

UD: 199904

20f2
TI: Rapid assessment of drug abuse
in Ethiopia.
AU: selassie- SG; Gebre-A
AD: Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia.

SO: Bull-Narc. 1996; 48(1-2): 53-63
ISSN: 0007-523X

PY: 1996

LA: ENGLISH

UNITED STATES

AB: A study of drug and substance
abuse at Addis Ababa and in 24 towns
across Ethiopia was conducted from
June to November 1995. Five of
respondents were selected for the
study: street children, commercial sex
workers and street vendors; medical,
social and pubic health workers; law
enforcement officials; leaders of reli-
gious institutions and educational
establishments, youth leaders and per-
sonal of non-governmental organiza-
tions providing social service to com-
munities; and focus groups comprised
of men and women from the various
places covered in the study. All cate-
gories of respondents agreed that the
problem of substance abuse was
becoming increasingly serious in

adults were the most affected group;
and that addictive substance were eas-
ily obtained in the country. The study
also found that there was a significant
increase in the number of Ethiopians
chewing Qhat (Catha edulis ). Qhat,
previously known to grow in the east-
ern part of Ethiopia, was widely culti-
vated in all parts of the country. Qhat
consumption, traditionally confined to
a certain segment of the population,
had become popular among of the
population. Some of the resondents
reported that Qhat chewing often led
to the abuse of illicit substances.
MESH: Adolescence; Adult-; Child ;
Drug -and-Narcotic-Control-
Legislation-and jurisprudence;
Ethiopia- espidemiology: Knowledge,
Attitudes -Prevalence -
Questionnaires- Time- Factors
MESH: * Population -Surveillance -
methods; *Substance -Abuse -
Detection- methods; *Substance-
Related-Disorders-  epidemiology;
Substance-Related -Disorder-
Prevention-and-control; *Urban-
health

TG: Female; Human; Male

PT: JOURNAL ARTICLE

AN: 1999056414

UD: 199904
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ir Mohamad.H. A'amaa

o
U
D ORMR] 4) Illiterate (9)
2 5) Old (5), cold (3)
E] U FHo] 6) No (3)
R E [AR] 7) Happiness (5)
E|E] | 8) Wealthy (5)
? 9) Light n. (8)
~10)-Out (2)

ERERIEEIE
m
B

EEEEEE
[m}

following words:

ACROSS:

1) Light adj (5)

2) Close (4)

3) Polite (4), dry (3)

4) Live (3), nasty (4)

5) Narrow (4), bad (4)

6) Laugh (3)

7) Clean adj (5)

8) Forsake v. (9)

9) Fearful (5)

10) Biased adj (7), fat (4)
11) Generous (6)

12) Favorable (7)

13) Slow (4), rough (6)
14) Master (5)

15) Ugly (9), beginning (3)

1) Lazy (11)
3) Subtracted (5), difficult (4)

11) Sated (6), from (2)
12) Frown (5), hate (4)
14) Innocent (6)
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Just Ponder
Before you speak, LISTEN
Before you write, THINK
Before you Spend, EARN
Before you invest, INVESTI-
GATE

Before you criticize, WAIT
Before you pray, FORGIVE
Before you give up, TRY
Before you retire, SAVE
Before you die, LIVE.

Addile Ahmed Awdah

Women rights in Yemen
Women rights is a.very sensi-
tive and controversial topic
in most parts of today’s
world. But in Yemen this
issue isn’t one of very great
importance. It’s a well known
fact that a majority of women
in Yemen live under pathetic
and appalling conditions. It is
very sad that most women are
not given their chance to pur-
sue their education. In fact,
most of them do not get fur-
ther than sixth grade as far as
their education is concerned.
Most of girls are married at a
very tender age which to me,
1s a form of child abuse! It's
unfair to them because mar-
riage is an enormous respon-
sibility to shoulder. I always
ask myself “How can one
bring up a child when she
herself is a child?”

I don't kmow why men
choose to exercise their dom-
inance over women by
depriving them of their basic
rights but the only logical
explanation I can come up
with is that men feel threat-
ened by educated and self-
sufficient women so they try
to bind the women to them by
making them economically
dependent on them. Finally, 1
belizre that women do help

indirectly in these faults, this
1s because they have hardly
raised any battle. Instead they
simply accept things. So, for
all these women [ say “please
be more sure of yourself and
trust yourself” let’s begin
from this hour and “let
bygones be bygones™ In this
moment [ remind you that
one crowded hour of glorious
life is worth an age without
name.” Now, the time is late,
are you ready?

Kawkab Al-Gazali
Faculty of Arts -
Dep. of English

Dear Editor,

About six years ago, when
Mukalla was suffering of
lack of both water and elec-
tricity, 1 write this poem. At
that time I was a student at
Mukalla Collage (English
department). The poem is
about suffering. So I send it
to you as a participation in.

Mukalla

Lack of water, lack of elec-
tricity

People cried what a country
They are about to go to ceme-
tery

Knowing not whether it is a
fate or tragedy.

Awaiting hope after a century
To grand sons not to the

majority.

Neither to me, you nor to our
family

What a bad atmosphere

Makes you angry
But to me is good
Makes me write poetry!!

By: Abdullah Amer Moh'd
Al-Jaaidi
Mukalla

R e
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Illiteracy
Our society suffers from var-
ious problems which hinder
its growth and development.
One of the most serious prob-
lems is illiteracy.

As an example I live in a
building which consists of 22
flats.

In all these flats there are
only three women who can
read and write. Do you
believe this?

They are all mothers and they
have at least five children in
each flat. When I ask them
why they don’t join the illit-
erate classes, they say
“when? There is not time!!!"”
But they spend the afternoon
times in chewing gat, smok-
ing Madaah and chatting.
While their children play
with dirt in the streets until
late time in the evenings
(even during the exam days),
bothering the people and
fighting with each other and
sometimes bad accidents
happen to them.

When their results appear
which obviously are bad, the
mothers cry and wonder why
they fail. I really wonder how
can we have a good future in
our country if our generation
is being raised up by illiterate
mothers like these.

We need to eradicate this
monster, illiteracy. We need
to launch awareness cam-
paigns to make these mothers
aware of such dangerous
results. We need to cooperate
and we can do a lot of things.
‘We mustn’t forget that these
children whom we see every
day in the streets are the
future of our country.

Aswan Abdullah
Taiz

Poetry and Pleasure«

f all forms of art, poetry
is the most complex, the
most refined and the
most compact. Poetry 1s
a sensuous art. It encompasses
beauty and all her aspects. Beauty
is  vital, orgent, and dynamic.
Beauty must have vitality, Beauty is
sensuous and deeply related with
sex. Sex is the root of all creation.
Dylan Thomas holds that a woman
figure is a poem. If not so, why is it
that the whole world hates eunuch,
who is neither 2 man nor a woman.
So is the case with impotent men or
sterile women. All creation is a sub-
lime work of nature. To be a poet is
to be romantic enough to arrest the
voluptuous curves of beauty in the
form of art. Poetry lies in the con-
templation of beauty. Such a thing
of beauty gives us joy for all times
to come. In art, the lowly becomes
holy and the vulgar becomes sub-
lime.
In art, successful expression is
Beauty and an artist creates the
Beautiful - the Word laboring to
articulate in and through words. In
fact, the whole creative process is a
spiritual exercise. Language is also
a spiritual creation. Art experience
is an intuitive identification of this
self with that self. Inspiration is
seminal to poetry. Poetry is not
craft but spontaneous inspiration. It
originates from the cosmic rhythm
of creation. Rishi Valmiki, the first
poet of the world, is about to have a
dip in the water of Tamsa river.
Suddenly he sees a couple of
Kraonch birds busy in the obscure
physical contact in the branch of a
tree on the bank of the river. He
finds a hunter under the tree almost
ready to shoot an arrow. He hits the
male partner who falls down on the
ground and after a travail of suffer-
ing, dies. His female partner comes
down near the male bird and keeps
on crying bitterly for her lover. This
pathetic scene creates such an
impression on the mind of the saint
that he curses the hunter, later to
detect in his Ashram that his out-
burst is poetry. This pathetic inci-
dent leads him to write the greatest
Aryan called Ramayana. Shelley
rightly says that “our sweetest
songs are those that tell of saddest
thought.”
Poetry is the sonorous echo of the
soul. It is an expression of the inner
urges of the human soul. It articu-
lates the rare moods and the rare
moments. One must Know that all
human transformation springs from
within. Poetry lays emphasis on
intuition and imagination rather
than on rhetoric. When rhetoric
comes inside the gate, poetry is
bound to fly out of the window.
Pure poetry lifts man from the indi-
vidual feelings to the absolute uni-
versals. It is capable of producing

the desired effect on the reader. It
refines our sensibility and taste.
Poetry offers the experience of
beatitude and felicity. Its experi-
ence is exalting and ennobling. It
ultimately results in the liberation
of our soul and in the purification of
our mind.

Plato holds that poetic imagination
is a kind of divine madness which
arouses and waters our mundane
passions. In fact, an aesthetic rap-
ture is much akin to spiritual rap-
ture. Poetry has the movements of a
symphony, for it originates from
music and dance. Movement is the
essence of dance while sound—-
beating of time is the essence of
music. In pure poetry, sound and
sense blend into one, making it all
the music of ideas and intuition. A
poet unlocks his sensitive heart in
his work of art which abounds in
word-pictures sensuous and vivid.
Numberless passions, emotions and
feelings float in the imagination of
the mind of the man creating. They
force themselves down onto the
paper like the water of a torrential
rain rushing for the plain from the
top of a mountain. It flows in the
plains like a river yet in high flood.
Chaos in fact is the shape of things.
Coherence is an essential feature of
a successful work of art, and
Rasa... the aesthetic pleasure in the
heart of the reader originates from
the discovery of this coherence. A
reader gets a unique experience of
the beautiful which is ultimately
leads him to the realization of
delight. An aesthetic experience,
which emanates from the work of
art itself, gives a sense of elevation
and uvpliftment in the human heart.
This state of aesthetic pleasure is
known as the state of the perfect
bliss which is much akin to the
mystic realization of Brahma- the
self. Intuitive experience of the self
offers an immediate awareness of
the God’s presence in the bosom of
man. It is something like Roso vai
sah.

I find Rasa theory is far greater in
depth and dimensions than the the-
ory of catharsis, While Rasa
includes the creative experience of
the artist as well as the aesthetic
enjoyment of the reader, the theory
of catharsis is based on the princi-
ple of homeopathic treatment: sim-
ilia similibus curanter, i.e. like cur-
ing the like. Poetry produces illumi-
nation in the mind and a state of
perfect rest of the self within itself.
A poet spiritualizes the moods of
nature and makes final raids upon
the inarticulate. Sugar is universal-
ly sweet while salt is universally
salty. But it is rather impossible to
explain or articulate what is sweet-
ness or saltiness — such experi-
ence are inarticulate. It can only be
felt.

Art is in fact never vulgar or pro-
fane. Vulgarity like beauty lies in
the eyes of the beholder, and not in
the object. We see things not as they

are, but as we are. Art
require  the
approval of the moralists.
It must not have any pal-
pable design. It is for the sake of
aesthetic delight. A reader rises
above narrow individual self and
forgets his mundane pre-occupa-
tions. Poetry breaks a new ground
and renews our wit.
But no poet can claim that he will
write a poem tomorrow. Poetry
comes to the mind of the man as
leaves come to a tree. A tree doesn’t
know what new leaves are coming
to its branches. No doubt, there are
many definitions of poetry—-
rather as many as poets but each
definition only touches a fringe of
poetry. Poetry is elusive, deceptive
and mysterious. It is every thing
and at the same time, it is nothing.
Really speaking, first rate poetry is
sung, second rate poetry is spoken
and the third rate poetry is written.
Homer, Virgil, Valmiki., Vyas,
Kalidas, Tulsidas, Surdas, Meera,
Kabir and many great poets of the
world used to sing their poems and
are all classics. Great poets com-
bine their powerful feelings, tense
passions and excited imagination
together in an organic sensibility
and much of it is visionary in tone.
Great poetry tends to prayer as well
as music, Here beauty extends itself
into sublime.
Much of modern poetry, on the
other hand, is either spoken or writ-
ten. We find methods in place of
inspiration in modern poetry. Some
of the modern poets try to utter all
in one—— they use utmost com-
pression, which is why, their lan-
guage is the language of spare and
strange. Modern poetry uses the
language of telegram and ideogram.
Modern poets believe in distancing
the intimate and this they do by
using the language of code which
requires decoding. We find many
dislocations in modern poetry, but
all with a meaning to suggest that
the modern man’s personality itself
is fractured. Here one finds the lan-
guage in the search of a situation.
Modern poetry is all crudite and

obscure. One must know that too
much of crudition is bad for poetry.
Teaching poetry is like threading a
needle, and at times, threading a
wild bull. It is so because beauty in
the form of an emotional experi-
ence of life provoked and directed
by poetic imagination requires a
long courting—- only then it yields.
Never swim but float is the formula
in teaching poetry. As a reader and
lover of poetry, on certain occa-
sions, I have found myself in tears
and on other occasions, I have had
peals of laughter also. But for this,
a biological heart is not enough. A
man with a mechanical heart can
not understand it. A university
teacher has to analyze and interpret
things in such a way that the stu-
dents are automatically transported
to the same realm of creative imag-
ination in the alchemy of the mind
of the artist. Students find them-
selves floating with the creative
imagination poetic moments
of the poet and enjoy Rasa—- the
aesthetic pleasure out of it. Students
are made poets by proxy but this is
possible only when a teacher is
capable of producing the desired
effect. Poetry is not meant for a pro-
saic fellow. Similarly, students of
poetry must have literary imagina-
tion otherwise the effect would be
reverse.

This reminds me of an academic
incident faced by a professor of
Hindi, while teaching a Hindi poem
he thus explained, when padmavati,
the heroine combs her long black
rippling hair, it becomes all dark in
the whole world and when she
looks at in any direction, the lotus
flowers bloom. All on a sudden,
two students stood up in the class
and told the teacher that it was all
nonsense and bogus and later they
changed their subject of specializa-
tion. Poetry requires a certain
amount of imagination and literary
taste on the part of the students as
well — only then it offers a sense
of pleasure and beatitude. it is never
enough about a piece of poetry. it is
always not like that —— not like
that.

ANNOUNCEMENT

In commemoration of

Gerrit Meijer

whose life ended suddenly in Madagascar on
5 January 2000, there will be a memorial
service in the Police Academy at 10:00 am on
Sunday, 30 January, 2000.

Those who knew him are welcome to attend
and give condolences to his wife, Sonja, her
father and his friends and colleagues from
NWRA and the United Nations.

member team from

Manager of the hotel.

Besides top travel agents from
Dubai, the popular newspaper in
UAE the Khaleej Times had one
editor to cover the destination.

The team is seen here on the
right outside the Taj Sheba with
Mr. Shankar Bhardwaj, the Sales

It is remarkable that Taj Sheba to
Hotel has taken the first step this
year to promote Yemen within
the Middle East, when asked,
Mr., Shankar said, there is a lot
of potential in the Middle East in
for an Arab traveler to come to

UAE.

GCC in the
future.

The guests
paid a visit
of two days
to Aden and
arrived back
Sanaa
today. The
visitors
were o)
happy to be
Yemen
and witness

Yemen and feel at home due to
the similarity of culture and
bondage of religion. These FAM
trips may in the long run help
establishing Yemen into the

Taj Sheba Hosts Familiarization
Trip for Travel & Trade from UAE

The newly renovated Taj Sheba
Hotel, jointly with Yemenia &
Universal played hosts to a 13-

the beautiful weather and warm
welcome. They compared the
stay at the hotel Taj Sheba Sanaa
to any of the best hotels in Dubai
and Europe.
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Jalal Al-Sharaby

Yemen Tiems

emen is gifted with a lot of
antiques and historic
places that distinguish it
from other countries.
Yemen’s wealth in this regard is the
ancient monuments, antiques and
old manuscripts that amaze all
archaeologists who come across
them and the great civilizations of
Kingdoms of Sheba, Homier,

Haxdda 5t P.O.Box - 2599
Yemen Times

Al-Nozeily Building

5th Floor Apartment MNe. 33

Kataban, Aowsan, etc. In fact,
authorities must take care of what
have remained from these civiliza-
tions and stop all attempts of mar-
keting Yemen's property of
antiques abroad.

Many times we have heard about
smuggling antiques and marketing
them abroad. For example, in the
previous year, Sanaa Airport
Authority seized 3,000 pieces of
antiques that were intended to be
taken outside Yemen illegally.
Local newspapers talked a lot
about high ranking officials
who take advantage of their
diplomatic  immunity to
smuggle antiques. In the
beginning of the last year,
some pieces of antiques and
statues were discovered in
Al-Oud Mountain in Ibb.
Unfortunately, these were
either sold or tampered with
carelessly. In the few past
months, some old and rare
manuscripts  disappeared
mysteriously from the Great
Mosque in Sanaa.
Authorities concerned,
instead of trying to trace =
them was satisfied with
denying any theft incident.
This carelessness and negli-
gence has a been a matter of
wonder for many people.
Sometimes Yemeni antiques

and statues found in foreign muse-
ums are more that found in
Yemen’'s museums themselves.
This situation makes us wonder
about the role of the Ministry of
Culture which in many cases
proved to be against culture.
Moreover, antiques smugglers are
often related to it. In fact, | do not
accuse specific people. | also know
that Mr. Abdul Malik Mansour,
Minister of Culture does his best to
put an end to this muddle, however
he has been proved to be the cul-
tured minister of the uncultured
ministry.

| really wonder who is responsible
for those high ranking people who
present such precious pieces to
friends abroad in different occa-
sions. You will be surprised if you
visit a house of one of the high
ranking people to find a lot of such
pieces adorning it. What have such
people left for the National Museum
in Sanaa? The Imam’'s own
clothes? His bars of soup? Food
dishes? pale statues that are cov-
ered with dust?

It has been really strange to find an

official adorning his car with a
statute of one of the Kings of
Sheba, Homier or others in front of
the very eyes of the authorities con-
cerned. Will this muddle disap-
pear? Hope our cultured Minister
will answer?
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WATCHES

Royal
Sana’a Trade Center
Tel: 212875, 212421

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL

AND HEAVY

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

e Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ il fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

@ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Odfshore stroctures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ High quality & sports compl

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 247852

Fax: (967-1) 263043
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccadenl @y.net.ye

Horizons Printing & Publishing Tel. 670352




