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The 99th and The Most Professional and Unusual Kidnapping Incident So Far

Who are the Kidnappers? Where Is the Hostage?
KENNETH WRITE'S FATE: STILL UNKNOWNII

Indeed, the latest kidnapping inci-
dent had left security forces and
the ones concerned puzzled and
without much sleep. The unusual
story goes like this:

On Wednesday’s very early morn-
ing, a few armed men sneaked into
the complex of Halliburton -a con-
tracting company with Yemen Hunt
0Oil co.- in Mareb. The men cut off
the barbed wires surrounding the
complex and entered the complex
where they bypassed two rooms that
had a French and another foreign
expert, and silently knocked the
door of Kenneth White'’s room, 55,
and silenced him in order not to
make any racket that would wake
the other men whose rooms were
quite close. Then they took him
away walking through the same path
they came from for almost 700
meters, where there was a vehicle

awaiting them. Then they drove

away without leaving any trace
behind them as they attempted to
drive over the desert which covers

all marks left by cars with the effect
of wind and sand.

It was only in the moming that the
people in the complex realized
Kenneth was not there. They report-
ed that he was missing, and it was
not long until they saw the cut wires
and realized he was kidnapped.
Then the security forces were on
high alert in an attempt to track
down the kidnappers, but to no avail
as there were no marks of the vehi-
cle and they were not able to trace
them, because the wind had blown
off any tire marks on the desert.

On Friday (two days later), and upon
some reports that the hostage was
seen heading to Al-Jowf province,
forces consisting of a large number
of artillery and troops headed to
Raghwan area where they thought
the kidnappers have hidden the
hostages. However, as the troops
were not able to identify the exact
location, random search and chaos
was evident in the way they
searched for the kidnappers. The vil-

lagers in the area were upset at the
violent way the security forces
reacted. Soon, the forces realized
that they are wasting time as they

found no single clue about the loca-

tion of the kidnappers. They will be

waiting for more accurate reports.
Continued on Page 2

After Endorsing the Local Authority Law
Opposition Threatens to Go to the Supreme
Constitutional Court

The parliament endorsed last
Wednesday the law of the local
authority after it was voted for by the
majority members of the ruling
party, despite the outrageous consti-
tutional violations it contains.
Parliamentary sources told Yemen
Times that voting was associated
with so many doctoring numbers of
the attendants and ended up by doc-
toring voters for the law.

The Parliament Presidium strongly
condemned the action of making the
names of the late Hilal Haidar Al-
Afif, member of parliament died a
week ago, Abdul Rahman Al-
Akwa’'a, minister of the Media
absent from the session and that of
Saleh Al-Gonaid, governor of Al-

LEADER OF \I‘M E\I’ORIS
= ®

| Hodiedah

'Mulnmedla gl 5auale
Aulonal!
Tel: 413873

Jotun Pa
Jotun Paints in Yemen

Aden: (02) 240500 - Sana’a: (01) 209915
Taiz: (04) 214352 - Hadramout: 7951278

o Lufthansa

Winter Schedule effective from
31st October, 1999 - 25th March, 2000

From Sana'a to Franidurt and from Frankiurt 1o the world
‘We are just one-| -away
me numbers: 213400 - 219252-344166

For Trade & Investment

Jf| P S W | 1y 3
The Bank you can depend on and trust

Tel.: 208613 Faoc 205706/215579 Zubairy Str.
e-mail: watanibank @v.net.ve P, O. Box 3058 Sana'a.

German Minister of Economic
peration and Development in Sanaa

Coo

German Minister
of Economic Co-
operation  and
Development,
Ms. Heidemarie
Wieczorek-Zeul
accompanied
with a delegation
of high-ranking
representatives of
several German
development
organizations
arrived in Sana’a
yesterday.

During her visit, Ms. Wieczorek-Zeul will meet with her coun-
terpart, Minister of Planning and Development, Mr. Ahmad
Sufan and Prime Minister, Dr. Abdul Karim Al-Iryani and will
call upon the President Ali Abdullah Saleh to discuss matters of
mutual interest in the development field between the Federal
Republic of Germany and the Republic of Yemen. Furthermore,
the delegation will visit Yemeni-German projects in Taiz, Ibb,

Djibla and Aden.

On another level Ms. Wieczorek-Zeul held a press conference
on the outcome of the visit in the Sana’a Sheraton Hotel yester-
Excerpts from the Press Conference on Page 2

day.

Riyadh

Yemeni daily AL-Thawra has responded
rationally and calmly in its editorial on
29 January, 2000.

Political analysts have made it clear that
the verbal message to president Ali
Abdulla Saleh from King Fahd Bin
Abdul Aziz lately conveyed by the
Yemen’s foreign minister Abdul Qadir
Ba Jamal has not pointed to any break-
through in the tense relations between the
two countries’ leaderships. President
Saleh’s verbal reply implies that the two
parties have not reached an agreement on
the disputed issues. The recent visit of
Yemen’s deputy premier, the foreign
minister to Saudia has failed to bring

Dala’a not allowed to vote for he
constitutes an executive side appear
in the screen.

At another level, some MPs threatens
to resort to the Supreme
Constitutional Court to call out the
articles of this law. They have sub-

mitted a letter to the president in this |

regard calling him to re-consider the
law which violates constitutional
articles, especially articles number
143 and 144. It is reported that many
amendments have been conducted on
this law by the Parliament Presidium
without allowing the members to
learn about them prior to the decision
of endorsement. The law states that
districts’ directors and govemnors are
to be appomtcd and not elected.

two

and Al-Madina to which the

TV.

the

Yemen’s deputy premier, the
foreign minister Abdul Qadir Ba |
Jamal had confirmed that clash- |
es took place between troops of

elaborate about casualties or
consequences of the clashes.

Vice P.M., The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Abdulqadir Ba Jammal Admits:

TENSE RELATIONS WITH THE SAUDIS

Political sources in the Yemeni capital
Sana’a have confirmed that the state of
tension in the Yemeni-Saudi relations is
still going on. This could be clearly
inferred from the recent media wran-
glings published in the Saudi dailies Al-

closer their points of view regarding the

countries renewable border dispute.

The same sources pointed out that the
recent clashes caused the killing of ten
Yemeni army soldiers stationed on the
borders.
Saudi troops advanced into Yemeni ter-
ritories more than 7 kilometers deep at
the area of Bakil Almir and occupied
the highest and biggest Gihaf mountain
nearby Alazraq area of the district of
Bakil Almir in the north-west
area of the Yemeni borders with |
Saudia.
In a brief statement to Aljazira |

During the confrontation,

channel early last week |

two countries but did not |

NapiA MuasiN: THE MYSTEI‘{¥ .[HVIEI;‘E&Q

This issue of Yemen Times is as special edition for its tremendous- |
ly interesting report on a controversial story that has been puzzling
thousands of people all around the world. Yemen Times committed
itself to revealing the truth in this story.

Seeking the truth in a story that has been misinterpreted many
| times, was never an easy task. Nevertheless, Yemen Times made it,
and made the first ever interview with the heroine of this story by
a Yemeni newspaper about this story.

It is a story of a girl named Nadia Muhsin whose mother is British
of Pakistani origin, and whose father is Muthanna Mubhsin, a
Yemeni originally from the the governorate of Taiz.

Nadia along with her sister Zeyne traveled to Yemen from Britain
in 1980 when she was 14. She then married a Yemeni man, Samir
and stayed in Yemen ever since then. In 1987, Zeyne left her sister
and headed to Britain where she continues to live until today.
Allgations have been told that Nadia has been forced to marry a
Yemeni man in an early age of 14 for USD 2,500. Other stories say
that she lived a difficult life in the village where she used to bring
water from wells, and walk bare footed, and collect wood from trees,
and do other tasks of a villager women. The claims continue saying that
her mother did not want her to stay and tried her best to get her back to

Britain without use.

In the last few months, we received more than 3,000 requestsasking us
to interview Nadia and report her conditions to know how she is doing
and how true the stories are. -
Based on that, after a lot of efforts, Nadia Muhsin agreed to clarify the 3

Consider it done

P.O. BOX: 1696

Haddah Street

Sana’a - Yemen
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view point towards this
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truth and enable us to make an extensive interview
with her to reveal the truth, which is simply aston- [§
ishing and amazing. The truth was collected in one |§
report that can signal a turning point for the public’s |88

international attention for years.

recent interview with Nadia Muhsin, and know the
truth with her own words..
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Words of Wisdom

“Unfortunately, the government
has not yet developed a social secu-
rity system which attends to the |
needs of the poor and vulnerable.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saggaf (1951-1999)
Founder of the Yemen Times

& o T oyt
Egli-torial
Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Chief Editor

Gentlemen,

Look for a solution, a true solution....

e have all been watching carefully what the
government has been doing in order to
secure the peaceful release of the poor
American that is still captive in the time
this issue is released. We have been keep-
ing an eye on what the Ministry of Interior would do, what the
government would do, and most important of all, what the
President would do regarding this unusual kidnapping inci-
dent. However, unfortunately, all that they have done was
simply not enough to release the hostage, but it was not
enough to even have a simple clue to whom the kidnappers are
and where the hostage is.
The government of Yemen has a lot to worry about if the
release of the hostage is not guaranteed. It is true that the US
Embassy is polite in dealing with the government. It is true
that they trust their efforts and good will to do its best to
release the hostage. However, even if they don’t express their
true feelings. I don't think that they would be satisfied with
how. kidnapping incidents have developed through the years
until they have reached a level where the whole government
feels helpless and clueless without the simplest idea about the
fate of the hostage.
It was not surprising for me to hear the latest report from a fel-
low journalist saying, “security forces are in complete disap-
pointment as they have failed so far to identify the kidnappers.
They are still waiting for any mistake by the kidnappers so
that they could get any clue whatsoever. They feel helpless
and aimless as they have been facing a lot of pressure from the
leadership, all to no avail. It is interesting how a few tribesmen
could generate chaos within the government.”
Frankly speaking, this was expected because the government
has never made a true solution to kidnapping. It always was
lucky in providing temporary solutions that would satisfy
some of the parts involved for a limited time, but a solid and
concrete solution was out of question.
The strategies that have been implemented recently regarding
using force against kidnappers have been of some success. But
now we see a direct consequent to this pressure: the kidnap-
pers are not revealing where they are. This way the forces will
not be able to crush them, as they do not know where they are!
This strategy seems to have been implemented as a counter
attack by the kidnappers. which so far seems to have put the
whole government in a tough and embarrassing situation.
It was not the way that the government dealt with kidnapping
which concerns me most, but what rather concerns me most is
the government’s inability or unwillingness to seriously fight
corruption in all fields (economy, administration, justice,
security, etc.)
The government had the illusion that using force against kid-
nappers without improving their standards of living would be
the right way to go. However, after some limited success, their
theory proved itself wrong. Why? Because to find a solution
to a problem, we need to look at the source of the problem. We
need to seek the original reasons why kidnappers kidnap for-
eigners. Obviously, the true reason is the down falling econo-
my. It is the corruption that has been eating away the country’s
resources. Corruption is in fact, the only reason why the coun-
try has been held back of much improvement in life standards
overall. Kidnappers are like me and you, they are also human
beings who need money to feed their families and teach their
children, and need services to live a descent life. Why then
doesn’t the government give a greater deal to this vital issue of
corruption which is every year increasing intensively, in min-
istries, in governmental offices, and even in courts. Why
couldn't the authorities get rid of the corrupt figures who are
the main cause of the miseries we are going through? How
much do we need to repeat our request to do something seri-
ous in an attempt to replace the decayed officials with honest
and highly qualified noble people? Is it too difficult to do so?
Yemen has more than 17 million Yemenis of which I believe a
reasonable number would be qualified to run the government
in a more responsible and honest manner.
Dear Gentlemen at the top,
Why are you ignoring the practical steps towards a true solu-
tion? You can see the conditions around you and understand
why all these things are happening. If you ignore them. then it
would be as if you are trying to block the sun and pretend it is
not there. Isn't it time to dedicate yourselves to a national and
noble mission. which is to take the first steps in the right path,
in the path of transparency and developing good strategies for
the national benefit of the country? '
After all, like other kidnapping incidents, this incident may
end up with the release of the hostage and the capture and pun-
ishment of the kidnappers. However, is this the way it should
continue? Don’t we need to have an end to these incidents? A
Question that needs to be answered, and answered soon......

President to Eritrea

In a brief statement to
Aljazira TV. channel early
last week Yemen's deputy
premier, the foreign minis-
ter Abdul Qadir Ba Jamal
had confirmed that clashes
took place between troops
of the two countries but did
not elaborate about casual-
ties or consequences of the
clashes.

The Yemen Times has
learned that Africa
Department at the Yemeni
foreign ministry last week
had summoned to the min-
istry the Eritrean charge
d’ Affaires and handed him
a tough-worded note,
accusing the Eritrean gov-
emment of having respon-
sibility for the killing of
three Yemeni fishermen on
the high seas in 1996, in
addition to retaining a
group of fishermen for
more than three years, 8 of
whom were released at the
end of last year.

The note demanded the
Eritrean government to
give full and clear clarifica-
tion on such unjustifiable
acts which do not serve the
improvement of  good
neighbourly relations
between the two countries.
Following the verdict of
the International Tribunal
on demarcation of marine
borders, the Eritreans liv-
ing in Yemen began to

ject to continuous harass-
ment at the hands of
Yemeni authorities.
Yemen's deputy premier,
the foreign minister Abdul
Qadir Ba Jamal surprise
visit to Asmara last week
represented a kind of hid-
ing the state of disinclina-
tion that appeared after the
second phase of border
award.

Some political analysts
believe that there is a num-
ber of Yemenis still in
Eritrean prisons since the
military confrontation
between the two countries
over the Hanish island. We
are still hoping that there
are some living ones in the
Eritrean prisons at a time a
number of families are still
hoping to find out about
their missing sons since
that time.

PFF Refuses to Give
Noman’s Privileges
The problem of Mr. Noman
Qaid Saif is still existing in
spite of the decision of
judicial committee No. 96,
which is approved by
Sana’a appeal court under
the number (311) dated on

December 17, 1999,

The decision of the court
was to give Mr. Noman a
salary as a compensation of
six months of discharge.

complain about being sub- .

In Bref

Strong Letter from the | Noman was Chief editor of

Ashoura newspaper.

Mr. Noman sent a letter to
the Chairman of the
Opposition Coordination
Council and the members
of the council requesting
their help in implementing
this judgement, and to put
an end to the aggression by
The  Popular  Forces
Federation. On his own
side, Mr. Hassan
Abdulwarith, vice security
general of Yemeni
Journalistic Syndicate
expressed his solidarity
with Mr. Noman.

New Trial of Aden-
Abyan Islamic Army
The trial of the second
group of Aden-Abyan
Islamic Army. led by
Haidara Al-Atwi  will
begin on next Saturday
February 5, 2000 at Jaar
Primary Court in Abyan.
The court will interrogate
those guilty concerning
charges which fallen on
them by the prosecution.
Yesterday Sheik Othman
court in Aden heard to the
argument presented by
defense staff and prosecu-
tion concerning Sheik
Othman’s kiosk explosion.

Arab Afghans Expected
to Arrive in Yemen
Private sources indicated
that a number of Yemeni
strugglers who went to
fight in Chashnia. return to
Yemen to receive their
treatment in the Yemeni

hospitals.

The sources mentioned
that there are six Yemem
Afghan who arrived in
Yemen recently. Some
sources indicated that those
groups who came from
Afghanistan have a con-
nection with some Islamic
groups, located in Shabwa
and Abyan.

Training in Maternal,
Child Health & Family
Planning
The United States
Embassy, working through
the United States Agency
For International
Development USAID inau-
gurated Saturday a six-
week training program in
*“Training of Trainers of
Maternal and Child Health
and Family Planning,” at
the Office of AMIDEAST.
The goal of the training
program is to prepare 16
trainers from the Ministry
of Public Health and its
Health Manpower Institute
to provide in-service train-
ing in a variety of Maternal
Child Health/Reproductive
Health/Family Planning
(MCH/RH/FP) skill areas
to paraprofessionals in
rural health care centers

and hospitals
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UNICEF Workshop
Started on Saturday
In cooperation with the
UNICEF, the Ministry of
Public Health inaugurated
Saturday a workshop on
communication at the Taj
Sheba Hotel. The work-
shop aims at reinforcing
the communication activi-
ties in order to create posi-
tive changes in fields of
Health, educational, social,
children activities. The
Workshop was inaugurated
by Mr. Abdul Karim Al-
Sheibani, Deputy Minister
of Health and Habib
Hammam, representative
of the UNICEF In Yemen.

New Historical
Discoveries
Excavations led by a
Yemeni-Russian-German
team in Al-Banwah., Aden
have resulted in the discov-
ery of earth-stones and
stony-tools dating back to
400 BC. Dr. Rajaa
Bataweel, head of the
Yemeni side in the excava-
tion said Saba that such
discoveries related to
human residence in Aden
give the city a historical
importance.  She also
added that the discovered
pieces will be carefully

studied.

Egyptian Warning
Against fishing in Yemeni
Water
Egyptian  Ministry  of
Foreign Affairs warned the
Egyptian fishermen against
violation of roles of fishing
in the Yemeni regional
waters in the Red Sea.
Ambassador Ahmad
Ragheb,  director of
Traveling Guidance Unit in
the Ministry of Foreign

fishermen who fished in
the Yemeni regional waters

without a  permission
would be fined or even
imprisoned.

According to the coopera-
tion agreement between
Yemen and Egypt in the
field of fishing 20 Egyptian
fishingboats are allowed to
fish in the Yemeni regional
waters according to condi-
tions of the Ministry of
Marine Wealth.

First Ever Yellow Pages
Guide Issued in Yemen
The company is run by Mr.
Nuaman M. Al-Badani,
who has a well experience
of issuing directories in
Egypt. Saudi Arabia and
the U.S.A. The directory
has been displayed at many

; Affairs said that Egyptian:

i

distribution points through-
out the year. This directory
mainly  targeting the
Yemeni market and com-
mercial houses and all
kinds of small business.
Mr. Badani pointed out that
360 companies participated
in the success of the
1999/2000 for the first
nationwide Yemen yellow
pages directory. 1400 busi-
nesses are expected to par-
ticipate in the next issue
from all over the country.
The Yemen Yellow Pages
will  distribute 25000
copies of the directory dis-
tributed free of charge to
all businesses and all gov-
ernment authority, traders,
hotels, travel agencies,
industries and variety of
commercial establish-
ments. Inside the guide
there are numbers of
phones, faxes and E-mails
of companies.

RAY League Holds A
number of Meetings
The branches of the Sons
of Yemeni League (RAY)
held meetings in Aden,
Mareb, Taiz and a number
of governorates of the
Republic. They held these
meetings to discuss the
affairs and problems that

face those branches.

The members discussed a
number of matters like
unemployment and its
social dangerous affects,
which lead to the rise of
crimes in society.

Jetcom Exhibition
to be Inaugurated
Mr. Ahmad Mohammed
Al-Aanisi, Minister of
Transportation, will inau-
gurate Al-Jazeerah
Exhibition fro Information
and Communication
Technology organized by
Apollo for International
Exhibitions on 20-25 in

Expo Sanaa hall.

Mr. Omar Al-Nahmi,
Marketing Manager of
Apollo said that the exhibi-
tion is held for the second
time and it would be larger
and more important than
the first one.

The  exhibition  will
embrace famous interna-
tional computer and com-
munication  companies
such as: NIIT, Compagq,
Nokia, Acer. Epson,

Yemensoft, [IBM, Motrolla, 4
Dell, Siemens. HP, and y

AT&T.

During the Exhibition, a|

number of scientific sym-

YEMEN CLUB
FOR TOURING &
AUTOMOBILE (YCTA)

Proudly announces its efforts to assist all concerned to obtain an
International Customs Passage Document (Known as Trip Tyck)
which enable one to temporarily export their own vehicle cross
countries without paying any customs duties and facing any
procedural hurdles and obtain Int'l Driving license also.

The requirement to obtain such documents are:

a valid visa from the desired country/ies

- application form to be filled out

a commercial guarantee attested by the Chamber of Commerce
in the prescribed application form

all related documents of the vehicle

a fee of US$ 120 either in cash or certified bank cheques

To obtain an International Driving License:

an application form must be filled

valid driving license (Yemeni, Mid-eastern, European or
American)

Two 4X6 photographs
Fees: YR 4500 for Yemenis and US$ 45 for non-Yemenis

For more information,
please visit or call:

Head Office: 01/413466,
Branches: 02/241534, 03/226980, 04/407423
04/225384,05/354843 , 05/404288.
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will be held.

Continued from page 1;
In the press conference
held at Sheraton Hotel yes-
terday afternoon. the
German Minister told the
German cooperation is a
continuation to the work
dthat started in the past
where the focus was on the
developmental projects
like water, education. soci-
ety development. She said
that Germany gives annu-
ally around 50 million
mark in addition to the
other aid that comes
fthough the World Bank.
She also told the press that
Germany will do its best in
cooperation with other
international organizations
to help the developing

countries including
Yemen.
Mr. Ahmad Sofan,

Minister of Planning and
Development appreciated
the Germany aid to Yemen
which started in 1969 with
the construction of the
Sanaa Arrport and Sanaa-

German Minister in Sanaa

Taiz Highway.

Talking about German
potential investment in
Yemen, the German
Minister said that the gov-
ernment can not force the
German companies to
invest in Yemen but they
will their best to encourage
them to come to Yemen
and invest particularly in
the field of water provided
that they should be given
insurance. The German
Minster also pointed out
that she went to the
Yemeni parliament and
met with the blocs repre-
sentatives adding that
Germany supports the
questions of human rights,
democracy. local councils.
etc..

She finally said that she
brought with a gift to
Yemen: it is a medical aid
estimated at 50,000 Mark

to relieve the sufferings of] |

the people of Soqatra.
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AL-BALAGH Highway.

Independent Sources expect the Jahfan Mountain
occupation to further raise tension in
Acrobatic Computers the already tense Yemeni-Saudi rela-

Some countries are trying to get rid  tions as the Saudis refused to with-
from clone computers by selling them  draw from Jahfan which as consid-
to third world countries. Everybody  ered a strategic point that commands
should be alert to such moves. the Tihama Plain.
Concerned authorities should adopt  Despite the official silence, it was
deterrent measures against those who  unofficially confirmed by diplomatic
might try to bring such computersinto  sources that the visit to Saudi Arabia
our country. by the Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr.
: e Ba Jammal aimed at convincing the
MP Complains: Not Allowed To  Saudi side to withdraw from the
Speak mountain. Mr. Ba Jammal, who car-
Najib Al-Sha’abi, MP and candidate  ried a letter from President Saleh to
in last year presidential elections said  the Saudi Monarch King Fahd, limit-
that not allowing any MP to speak in  ed his statement to the press to his
Parliament, and voting without debate  hope in a new push for the implemen-
are unlawful and contrary to the tation of the 2nd. Article of the Note
Constitution and Parliament rules,  of Understanding between Yemen and
adding that there is no need at all for  Saudi Arabia.
Parliament when MPs are not allowed
to express their views on topics in  Local Government Draft Law A

motion in Parliament. Retreat on Democracy
Mr. Abdulla Al-Magtari, MP and
AL-WAHDAWI chairman of the Parliamentarian
m People’s Nasserite Popular Unionist Nasserite

Organization Caucus. confirmed the
Saudi Forces Occupy Jahfan  voting by Parliament on those articles
Mountain of the Local Government Draft Law
It was confirmed by political circles  that contradict the Constitution is a
and some non-official media sources  serious indication on the retreat from
that border clashes at the border with ~ democracy and a defame to Yemen.
Saudi Arabia were renewed. Clashes  In a statement to Al-Wahdawi, he said
at the border in Sa’ada governorate  that the Nasserite Caucus at
left three martyrs from the Yemeni  Parliament rejects the issuance of any
Armed Forces, while six others were  law that contradicts the Constitution,
lost at the [north-western] border;  which is the only authoritative source
were the Saudi forces penetrated into  accepted by all...
Yemeni territories and occupied Mr. Magqtari expressed his hope that
Jahfan Mountain near Al-Azraq the President shall not allow such a
check-point on the Haradh-Malahidh  law to be issued, and would order re-

. Solid Yemeni-German Cooperation

VACANCIES ANNOUNCEMENT

The Embassy of United States of America would like to advertise of vacancies
within its organization: i .

1) Administrative Secretary

The position is located in the General Service Office, American Embassy, which
will perform office management tasks and secretarial duties for Facility and
Maintenance and Shipping sections.

Major duties and Responsibilities:

Organizes/maintains all files/references; prepares correspondence in English
and Arabic, types dip notes, packing list, cables, exemptions, and letters to
(MFA, Traffic department) using both typewriter and personal computer (PC).
Answers telephones; sends faxes; keeps calendar, unclassified conference
room; sets up and maintains reminder files for projects and work schedules.
Assists with database management and other tasks as assigned by supervisor.

Desired Qualifications:

Education:completion of secondary school, business school is required.
Secretarial training/experience may be substituted for university training.

Prior work experience: 1-2 years of progressively responsible experience in an
office environment.

Language abilities: Arabic (fluent). English level Ill (good working knowledge)
is required.

Knowledge: Thorough knowledge of Microsoft Windows and Windows based
application such as MS Word, Access (Database) and Excel.

Skills and abilities: Level Il typing: 30 wpm (English); 20 wpm (Arabic). Prior
experience working with Windows applications; ability to organize and maintain
a filing system; ability to use modern telephone equipment ability to keep
calendar. Translates simple to moderate difficulty documents or packing list from
Arabic to English and vice versa.

Salary: The minimum starting annual gross salary for this position is YR566,822
of which one third is paid in U.S. Dollars.

2) Personnel Clerk

The position is located at the Administrative Section, of the American Embassy,
and will be responsible of performing a variety of clerical and administrative
support duties in the Personnel Unit. Duties may include typing of
correspondence, telegrams, announcements, and forms. Assists other
members of staff in preparing and typing periodic employment or informational
lists and reports. Translate routine correspondence or documents from Arabic in
to English, and vice versa, and other duties as assigned by supervisor.
Minimum qualifications: Completion of elementary school is required.
Experience: One to two years of clerical experience is required.

Language: Level Il English ability (good working knowledge) is required.
Abilities: Level lll typing (minimum 40 words per minute with a small number of
errors).

Salary: The minimum starting annual gross salary for this position is YR566,822
of which one third is paid in U.S. dollars.

3) Mechanic (Generator)

The position is located at the General Service Office and reports directly to the
General Service Officers, which is responsible of establishing schedule, and
performs -electrical/mechanical repairs, trouble shoots and preventive
maintenance on the Embassy's Power Generation system and equipment
including to diesel engines, and all its associated linkages.

Minimum qualifications: Completion of vocational or apprantloekhlp training
that is recognized as producing journeyman level skills speclalizihg in electricity
and generators set mechanic is required.

Desired Skills/Abilities: Ability to use a varlety of powered and non»powered
hands tools and trade is required.

Knowledge: Knowledge of the U. S. Electrical code and background in
electrical system for large building, along with knowledge of Power generator
sets.

Prior work experience and language: At least three years of electrical or
generator set mechanic is required. Level lll English (good working knowledge)
is required.

Salary: The minimum starting annual gross salary for this position is YR541,058
of which one third is paid in U.S. Dollars.

How to apply: Interested applicants should fill application form (OF 174)
attached to it a C. V. and reference letter if available, and contact the Embassy
Personnel Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, P. O. Box 22347,
Sanaa. Tel 238-842, no later than February 23, 2000.
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examination of the said articles as it
shall be an insult to Yemen and its
system.

AL ATas

Ba Jammal: Rumored Saudi-
A Deaf-mute Yemeni Clashes Are Nonessential
Taiz secret service detained last Incidents
Friday a child, Adnan Mahmood  The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr.
Nagi. Abdul Qadir Ba Jammal said * What
The detained deaf-mute child, a stu-  is rumored about clashes or engage-
dent at the Taiz Handicapped ments between Yemen and Saudi
Development Institute, was passing  Arabia are only mild nonessential
near the secret service premises and  incidents which are being contained 3@%\&%
due to children anxiety tried to have  within the joint military and security | after the
look behind the gates. The courageous ~ committee and local border-guards
policemen caught him red-handed and  frame.
put him in jail. Neither his situationas ~ Mr. Ba Jammal was speaking after
a handicapped was considered nor the  he concluded a visit to Saudi Arabia,
earnest pleadings of his family were  which, he said, is part of consulta-
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heard. tions between both leaderships, very
necessary for facilitating those com-
AL-WAHDAH mittees responsible for border

' Officia markation.

AL-THAWRI
The  German  Minister  for Socialist Part
International ~ Cooperation  for
Development and Economic  Tension Continues Between
Cooperation arrives at Sana a by the  Yemen and Saudi Arabia
end of January, at the head of a 20  Sana’a political sources confirmed
man strong delegation of Ministry, that a state of tension in the Saudi-
Parliament, Donor and executive  Yemeni relations continues and that
organization experts. the visit paid to Saudi Arabia by the
Mr. Anwar Sahooli, Chairman of the  Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Technical Secretariat for Water  Foreign Affairs has failed in decreas-
Reform told Al-Wahdah the visit shall ~ ing the gap between the points of
continue for 3 days and aims at dis-  view regarding the joint border.
cussing all aspects of future develop-  Observers noticed that the verbal let-
ment in all fields, especially in water  ter Mr. Ba Jammal brought back to
supply and sewage projects that are  the president bore implied indica-
financed by the Federal Republic of tions that no agreement was reached
Germany. on those issues disagreed upon.
The delegation shall meet also the
meet the ministers of Planning and  An Open Breach to the
Development, Public Health, Constitution
Education, Agriculture and Electricity =~ The People’s General Congress con-
and others who are concerned with  cluded its breaches of the
German Cooperation side. Constitution by its members’ voting
on the Law of Local Government as
$12.2 M, for Mahra Country MPs and Yemenis looked unbeliev-
Development Projects ingly towards those grief breaches of |
The Council of Ministers gave the OK  the Constitution.
yesterday for loan agreement drafted  Voting was taken by the relaxed
between Yemen and the International  majority of the PGC while threats
Fund for Agricultural Development, and shouts were exchanged between
[IFAD] on the amount of 8,9 special  Mr. Al-Raa’i who was chairing the
drawing rights, i.e. $12.2 millions to  session and some MPs who openly
finance the country development proj-  expressed their anger of the way he
ect. The draft agreement was turned  run the meetings since last Saturday.
over for the finalization of  Well-informed Parliament sources
Constitutional procedure. disclosed that the breaches against
The project aims at improving the the Constitution continued to the last
social'and economic situation and  minute, as forgeries were made in
raising the standards of living in  the results of voting through adding
Almahra. It $hall finance basic devel-  votes in the name of absent members
opment services and Almahra popula-  such as Abdulla Khairan, Ahmed Al-
tior capabilities in the development  Aansi, Ahmed Sofan, Saleh Al- |
process and raising production capac-  Junaid and others.
ities.

& EVENT AT THE TAJ SHEBA HOTEL Silquig

SHEBA HOTEL | _
sanaa vemeN ST ALITIES AT TELE Restaurant

“Lunch (12:30pm-3.30pm) Y.R. 3,100
MONDAY h g7, < T

Dinner gpmicpm)  Y.R. 3,100

TUESDAY Lunch (12.30pm-3.300m) Y.R. 3,100

Dinner (7pm-10pm) Y.R. 3,600

(12.00pm-3.30pm) Y.R. 2,600

Kid's Buffet
is also
available.

Free Caca (ota

For Reservations Call: 272372 Ext. 131/132 Taxes Extra.
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Art & Rhythm Band

Special Valentine’s for your loved ones can be ordered
from our Hadda Pastry Shop or Hotel Lobby Lounge
with different kinds of pastries, cakes and heart shaped
goodies for all to enjoy.

Or

Have drinks with your loved ones or friends
overlooking illuminating cities of Sana’a located on
the 8th floor Al-Mandhar Lounge.

LOUE AT FIRST BITE

14th of February 2000

Indulge your partner with an intimate candlelight dinner with special
Valentine’s menu prepared by our Executive Chef Jean Pierre-Neu with
added entertainment from our Filipino Band “Art and Rhythm Band”.

2
=

Emirates
Flown by EMIRATES Airline

Experience your taste with authentic Chinese cuisine
at the Chinese Restaurant where special menus were
prepared for this occasion.

‘%

Judges will be around to choose for the
“Best Couple” for this occasion.

For more information, @ Wie's teking cat ol yat?
please contact F & B Dept. A g il
Tel. 237500 ext. 8135 Sheraton Sana'a

-

~

For more information
Please contact F&B Dept.
Tel. 237500 Ext, 8135

CHINESE NEW YEAR @@

At the Chinese Restaurant
Sheraton Sana’a Hotel

oth of February 2000

with

friends.

A

Celebration!!!

Come and enjoy the
Chinese New Year
joyousness
abound with your 3
loved ones and

sensational
specialty menu, party all
night long . ..

As the clock strikes at
midnight for A New Year’s

Y Wl

&

4 course

Yemen-Shell Fruitful Cooperation Built over Generations

Interview with Caspar [
Ridley, the Country [
Chairman for Yemen for the
Royal Dutch/Shell Group of
Companies and General |
Manager of HASCO and
Shell Marketing Y.S.C.,
shortly leaving to take on
the position of Managing
Director Shell Gas (LPG),
Italy.

Q: Tell us about yourself
A: | am 32 years old,
British, married with one
daughter. In 1997 | arrived
in Yemen with my family
having spent one year in
France and before that two
years in Oman with Shell;
so | knew a little bit about
the region. We came to
Yemen having heard a lot
about the country whilst in
Oman. We were keen to
work in Yemen and explore
a country, which we had
heard was one of the most original
and exciting in the world. We were
not disappointed!

Q: When did you start working
in Yemen?

A: | first came to Yemen at the
beginning of 1997 when | was
appointed by Shell International as
the General Manager of HASCO &
Shell Marketing Y.S.C. and the
Country Chairman for Shell's
activities in Yemen.

Q: How do you evaluate the

relationship between your
company and the Yemeni
Markét?

A: Shell has a long history of close
involvement in the Yemeni Market.
Over the last century Shell has
been involved in a range of
different products including petrol
stations, crude oil trading,

exploration, lubricants blending,
lubricants, chemicals, kerosene
and bitumen marketing and
distribution.

As | have traveled the country |
have been so impressed with the

loyalty and affection in which
many of our customers, new
and old, hold Shell. | won't
i forget a small boy coming up
# to me whilst we traveled
| across the Empty Quarter.
Once he knew | represented
Shell he recited word for word
in Arabic one of our television
adverts from six year ago.
)| Much of this affection for
Shell has been built up over
many generations. We are
fortunate to have this brand
heritage and are continually
working to strengthen and
| further build this loyalty to
| Shell and its products such as
the No. 1 selling Motor Oil in
4 the region, Shell Super Plus
@ Motor Oil.

Q: When did
relationship start?
A: | am not sure of the earlier
history, in fact it is something
that | would welcome any
memories from any of your
readers. Occasionally we come
across very old photographs of
some of Shell's earlier activities in
Yemen. | hope that we may
preserve some of this heritage in
today’s rapidly evolving world.

this

brands

| believe Shell first
appeared in Yemen near the
beginning of the 20th century. In
about 1950 Shell were looking for
an Agent for the former North
Yemen for Kerosene Fuel sold in
cans which were imported from a
Shell Refinery in Sudan. They
found a young trading company
near Steamer Point in Aden that
matched Shell's needs. |
understand this young traders
business consisted of a one-door
shop at that time. The Trading
Name of the small business was
Hayel Saeed Anam Company.

Q: What is the amount of your
export?

A: We have no major exports at
the moment although it is always
under review. | suggested in a
recent meeting with the Prime
Minister of Yemen, His Excellency
Abdul Karim Al-Iryani, that it would
be a good idea to give
manufacturing plants in Yemen a
‘Bonded Status’ in which no duties
are paid in advance on all exported
product. It should not be
dependent on trying to claim back
duties from any authorities, it
should be clean, guaranteed and
in advance. | gave detailed
examples of how this assistance is
given to other Blending Plants in
the region. | feel this is an
opportunity the Yemen economy is

missing. Many businesses are
keen to export but they have to be
able to cover as many of the risks
in advance whilst remaining cost
competitive.

| also want to find cheaper fright
rates than those currently available
in the market from Yemen to East
Africa. | am sure there is a
business opportunity there for
someone.

This concept of helping all local
manufacturers to export should be
addressed especially as the export
zone in Aden is developed. | hope
‘the pioneers’ of the existing
industrial base will not be
penalized for investing in Yemen
before the Aden Free Zone was
developed.

blending plant, built to Shell
international specifications, in Taiz
with our local partner, Hayel Saeed
Anam

Q: What memories will you have
of your time here in Yemen?

A: We will carry so many
memories of Yemen with us as we
head off for my next assignment in
ltaly. Many are unique to such a
wonderful and beautiful country.
The landscapes and scenery
across the country are
spectacular; we are lucky to have
explored so much of the country
especially in travelling off the main
roads. It gave us a chance to get to
know a little more about the ‘real’
Yemen out of the cities. Wherever

Q: What is you contribution to
the Free Zone?

A: We have not yet made any
major investment in the Free Zone,
although we are always looking at
new opportunities. Shell made a
significant investment five years
ago in an advanced lubricant

we went we felt safe and were
made to feel welcome by the
generous Yemeni hospitality.
Finally we are fortunate to have
made so many close friends in our
brief time here and to have had a
chance to learn more about a
country with such a rich culture.
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MPs Angered by The Approval
of The Local Authority Law

he Parliament endorsed the
local authority law last
Wednesday January 26,
2000 despite the fact that it
was the subject of much
controversy between the government
and different political blocs of the
opposition which constitute a fraction,
if compared to the ruling party which
controls more than two thirds of the
members.
Many politicians have talked vigor-
ously about the law of local gover-
nance as the real and the only way out
of the current crisis the government is
going through. However, this law was
replaced by the local authority law
which has actually deformed the local
governance law from its content. In
other words, all the wide-range
authorities used to be granted to peo-
ple in terms of electing general direc-
tors and governors are no more in the
new draft of the local authority law.
This is so mainly because these offi-
cials are to be appointed by the ruling
power and not elected by the people.
The law has been endorsed despite all
the limitations as well as violations it
contains of the constitutional articles.
The opposition forces, being very few,
could do nothing to stop this except
presenting a letter of complaint to the
president which has not yet been
responded to. Yemen Times inter-
viewed some members of parliament
and politicians representing different
political blocs and parties, both from
the authority and the opposition, and
inquired about the way voting was
conducted, the pros as well as the cons
of the law, whether it was voted for by
the majority or what other measures
used to pass it. All this has been pre-
sented by Mohammed bin Salam of
Yemen Times who filed the following:

Sultan Hizam
Shamsan Al-
Atwani, member
of parliament of the
Peoples Nasserate
Unionist Party who
said “the voting
made last
Wednesday on the draft of the local
authority law was just a superficial
move made by the 169 members who
were said to be present. The illegal
actions of the ruling party were very
conspicuous for even the dead and
absent PGC members were included in
those who voted for the draft law. For
example, Mr. Saleh Al-Gonaid, gover-
nor of Al-Dala’a governorate appeared
on the screen while he was absent.
Besides, he must not take any part in
such a voting as he represents the
executive side. The late Helal Haidar
Al-Afif also appeared in the screen
while he died a week ago. In such a
situation one does not know the pres-
ent from the absentees for the ruling
power has actually doctored numbers
and the number of members voting for
the law came out to be 172 with three
members, extra to the present ones.
Therefore, we all believe that this will
be a dark spot on the PGC as they run
such murky actions. Besides, 1 can
never believe that the said number of
the members (169) were actually pres-
ent even if we add those who refused
to vote for the law.

The Local governance is a legal dem-
ocratic practice in any democratic
country, for citizens will take part in
making their destiny and managing
their affairs. Besides, they will be able
to develop their community. However,
what has been presented by the gov-
ernment can never be considered a
local governance for the simple reason
that it serves nothing except increasing
the power of the administration cen-
tralization. It can never satisfy the
ambitions and hopes of the Yemenis to
handle their affairs. Appointing the
districts directors and governors by a
Republican decree is a flagrant viola-
tion of the constitution especially arti-
cles number 143 and 144. We are
struggling to convince the high forces
to re-consider the decision of endors-
ing the law. We have presented a letter
to the president and we hold out hopes
that the president will do justice and
take the side of the constitution.
Otherwise, we are going to bring the
government to the Supreme Court.

A MP from the PGC quoting his words
said that their party do not control
except 61% of the Republic.
Therefore, is it not rational that the
party will never grant people many
powers and authorities to nominate
and elect the district’s directors and
governors.

The ruling party has also oppressed
the opposition members while dis-
cussing the draft law by not giving
them the chance to talk. Besides, the
amendments of the draft of the local

- authority were made by the parliament

presidium without allowing members
to check them or know what they
were.

Mr. Mohammad Al-Shaddadi,
MP and Member of the PGC

Q: Could you
please tell us how
the law was
approved?

A:What happened
inside the parlia-
ment last weak was
not expected from
some members. In fact, it is the insti-
tution that organizes our life and since
we have agreed on it we should not
agree on something that does not agree
with it. The items that go against the
constitution were those related to
electing heads of the local authorities
either in governorates or districts. It is
crystal clear that the items did not
agree with the constitution, despite the
attempts made by some members to
convince others that it did. However, it
was very clear, especially to those who
are good at Arabic. Since the constitu-
tion gives us the freedom to elect or
choose, we can begin with choosing
which is not mostly different from
electing and this was the opinion of
the majority in the parliament. The
majority agreed that there should be a
gradual shifting of the law. For exam-
ple, we begin with choosing 15 or 20
members from the Capital city and
then 3 of them and from these three
the president will choose one.

Q: How was the vote? Did the law
really get the number required to be
passed?

A: According to law there should be
an agreement of the majority of the
attendants and not the majority of the
MPs as it used to be. There has been a
heated discussion over this point,
however, it is a healthy sign to have
such arguments for the sake of the

country.

Q: It was said that the attendants
were not more than 150 and the
result announced by the parliament
was that 169 were for and 22
opposed and 19 abstained from vot-
ing. What is your comment?

A: I think the answer to this question
should be by the Parliament presiden-
cy and Secretary because it was they
who counted the attendants.

Q: Some members said that some
names which were announced to be
in favor of the law were actually of
dead and absent members. What is
your comment?

A: I have heard about the same thing.

Q: How such names appeared on
the screen?

A: Actually, it seems that some col-
leagues try to do it on purpose.

Q: Was it not the Parliament presi-
dency that is responsible for names
appearing on the screen?

A: I do not know a lot about comput-
ers. In fact, I heard the Presidency
warning against writing names of
absentees.

Q: Local Authorities are important
for strengthening and expanding
democracy in the country. Do you
think that the law passed by the
parliament is satisfactory?

A: I think that the law is deficient and
it will not meet the people’s ambitions
and it will not solve the problem?

Q: What is the difference between
this law and the Administration of
Local Authority?

A: Of course some power has been
given to the local authority. However,
the local council will not be able to
practice this power. I do not think that
there is a difference because the con-
trol will be centralized.

Q: What about the different nomen-
clatures; the local authority, local
governance and local administra-
tion, which one seems to suit our
society most?

A: Of course, the constitution talks
about the local governance and the
government’s draft speaks of the local
administration.

Q: Some members suggested that
they would bring the case before the
Constitutional Court if the
President did not reconsider the law
passed by the Parliament. Do you
think that articles (143) and (144)
upon which the draft of the local
authority has been based need to be
reconsidered?

A: In fact, we need to reconsider the
articles of the law, not the constitution
itself. The constitution was prepared
and discussed by intellectual people.
The ambiguity is in the law and not in
the constitution. The constitution is
very clear and the law in fact goes
against it, in my opinion.

Q: What are advantages and disad-
vantages of this law?

A: The disadvantage is that the local
authority will not be able to enjoy any
power. The advantage is that it can be
considered as a good beginning and a
thing is better than nothing, at least we
get used to such experience. However,
I do not think that this will solve the
problems and bring an end to the diffi-
culties faced by the governorates and
districts.

Q: Many MPs think that such a law
in fact has been passed to reserve
the system of centralization? What
do you think?

A: This is right. If the district’s direc-
tor gets orders from the governor and
the governor gets orders from the min-
ister and the minister gets orders from
the Prime Minister and so on, where is
the local governance? But as I have
already stated that something is better
than nothing.

Q: It is said that the PGC is in a real
dilemma because it forms only 62%
and it is facing the upcoming parlia-
mentarian elections, so it had to cre-
ate this law in order to ensure its
existence in all over Yemen and thus
guarantee its success in the upcom-
ing elections. What is your com-
ments?

A: 1 should say the PGC and the Islah.
It was clear in the Parliament and all
members realized this and one of the
members announced that the Islah
party agreed on the law. In fact we do
not know the justifications of passing
such a law. It is right that in some dis-
tricts and governorates like Al-Jawf, it
is difficult to get a response, But since
we are determined that this experience
should be lived, at least we should
start in a right way. In fact we should
believe in the peaceful transfer of
power and in success and failure be us
in the PGC or Islah or others.

Q: Any last word?

A: I hope that the law will be brought
back to the parliament and that the
president will amend what does not
agree with the constitution.

Sakhr
Mohammed Al-
Wajeeh
Member of the
PGC Permanent
Committee

Q: The law of the
local governance was passed by the
parliament last Wednesday January
26th.

How did the vote take place and did
it get the required majority?

A: Formally, it did get the required
majority. There was a good number of
the PGC members who voted for the
law as it was. However, there was a
hurry in voting for it. Members were
supposed to read the last version
before voting. In fact, there was a
trend to pass the law despite its viola-
tions of the constitution. The members
who opposed the law were motivated
by those violations. The rest of the
members voted just to please their
party. There were also some members
of Islah who voted for the law. I can
say that the leadership of the two big
parties were determined to pass the
law.

Q: It was said that the attendants
were not more than 150 and the
result announced by the parliament
was that 169 were for and 22
opposed and 19 abstentions. What is
your comment?

A: I can not tell. It is difficult to know
if the attendants were 150 or 170.
However, this is not the point, the
point is that the law was passed by the
majority of the attendants and there
was a desire to get the majority of the

whole members and not only the atten-
dants in order to make it strongly
passed. Of course, some names of
absent and dead members appeared on
the list of the voters, however I can not
tell who played with the computer
keyboard. 1 think that this mistake
resulted from the fear of not passing
the law and the determination to pass
it.

Q: Local Authorities are important
for strengthening and expanding
democracy in the country. Do you
think that the law passed by the
parliament is satisfactory?

A: I think that this law has nothing to
do with the local governance or the
local authority except the nomencla-
ture. The law in fact is a reinforcement
of centralization. It, in fact, establishes
branches for centralization in all
administrative units. I think that cen-
tralization will be even more strong
because this law gives the right to the
central authority to appoint heads of
the administrative units. The law also
gives them many authorities while
members of the elected local councils
are entitled to formal authorities.
When the head of the administrative
unit is appointed of course he will do
what the central authority wants
because he will be afraid of not being
appointed the next time, consequently
he will serve the party which appoint-
ed him more than the people. In addi-
tion, this law goes against article 4 in
the constitution. If the people are not
entitled to choose whom they know is
able to serve them, where is democra-
cy?

Q: What is the difference between
this new law and the Ministry of
Local Administration?

A: No difference. Just adding a deco-
rated picture that the present system is
democratic and decentralized. We
hope that the president will realize
these points and reconsider the law.

Q: If this does not happen, will you
go to the Constitutional Court?

A: Some members have this idea but
will they do it, I am not sure.

A wholé,
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Q: What about the different nomen-
clatures; the local authority, local
governance and local administra-
tion, which one seems to suit our
society most?

A: The local authority, because it
agrees with he constitution and I think
that the nomenclature does not matter
much if the content of the law does not
really aim at establishing the local
authority.

Q: What is the law that we desire?

A: We are looking for a real authority
that care about people and has author-
ities parallel to that of the central

authority. This is what we are dream-
ing of. I think that without electing the
local authority and heads of adminis-
trative units there will be no real local
authority.

Q: What are the advantages and dis-
advantages of the law?

A: | think that there will be no advan-
tages for the law. As far as the advan-
tages are concerned, I think that we
will give the society a false picture
about the existence of a local authori-
ty while in fact there is not. What will
be there is nothing more than enhanc-
ing the system of centralization which
has been proved to be a failure.
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NADIA MUHSIN:

e Photos are taken from the book “sold”

his page is dedicated to an
issue that has been puzzling
the public for many years. It
is dealing with Nadia
Mubhsin, the girl of a Yemeni
father and British mother. Thousands of
people all over the world have heard a lot
about Nadia Muhsin. She has been men-
tioned for almost 3,000 times in emails
coming to Yemen Times office. There
were letters coming from everywhere in
the world, from England, Canada, USA,
France, Sweden, Austria, Germany, and
Yemen asking us about Nadia; where she
is and how her conditions are. Several
stories have been told about Nadia
Mubhsin.
As the story goes, Nadia was taken with
her sister Zeyne to Yemen in 1980. Both
sisters married at an early age of 14 and
15 respectively in Taiz governorate
where their father originated. In 1988
Zeyne went back to Britain leaving
Nadia behind. Ever since, Nadia has been
living in Yemen- that is, for more than 20
years.
There are two versions of this story, and
in order to be completely neutral, we had
to bring the two versions without censor-
ing or cutting any details.

’s versi story:
This is the version given by the mother’s
side, who is still residing in England along
with her elder daughter Zeyne. This story is
also reflected in two books “Sold” and
“Without Mercy”, that have been written
about Nadia and Zeyne's story. Here we
provide excerpts from this version of this
story as displayed at web.infiniweb.ca/nadia:
“In July of 1980, at the age of fifteen, Zeyne
Muhsin went on a holiday to Yemen, accom-
panied by Abdul Kadir (a friend of her
father) and his eldest son, Mohammed. She
went for six weeks, alone but for these
strangers, to a distant foreign country. Her
sister Nadia was to join her in two weeks'
time. She went to enjoy the sun and the vast
plains of Yemen, to ride horses and lie on
the beautiful palm-lined beaches of her
father’s homeland that he had so cften
described to her. A dream holiday. The
same holiday that her father had arranged
years before for her older sister and broth-
er, when Zeyne was just a baby. Aged 3 and
4 when they went to Yemen, they never
came home.
From Syria to Sana’a to Taiz, the journey
was long and tiring. Enduring suffocating
heat and unsanitary conditions, Zeyne was
already homesick. In Taiz, they stopped to
spend the night at the home of one of Abdul
Kadir’s friends. The host’s wife was very

Nadia and Zeyne in England,

kind and friendly to Zeyne, but after some
time of trying to communicate with her, she
began crying. Zeyne realized much later
that this woman knew what was going to
happen and wanted to warn her. Everyone
knew about Zeyne. And yet she knew noth-
ing. Blinded by the innocence of her 15
vears, she trusted Abdul Kadir.
His house in Hockail, near the village of
Mogbana, would be her prison. Two hours
from Taiz, it was perched on a dry rocky
mountaintop, half an hour’s rugged trek
from the ground. On arrival, she met his
parents and his wife Ward, his son
Mohammed’s wife Bakeela and their two
daughters, Shifa, 8 and Tamanay, 5. All of
them in this house. The living conditions
were horrific ; a ragged 6 cm mat to sleep
on, an unlit cave-like chamber with a buck-
1 which passed for a bathroom, and a hole
i ihe ground for a toilet. Bare mud floors,
walls lined with cow dung and stifling heat
‘o intensify the pungent air...
Jut it was only for a few weeks. It was her
fioliduy after all. And Abdul Kadir was nice
enough. He had a T.V. for her and brought

Muthanna Muhsin, Nadia’s Fathe

her special food, and was polite and cour-
teous towards her. She suspected nothing.
Then, three days after her arrival, he intro-
duced her to his youngest son, Abdullah, a
14-year-old boy, and said: “This is your
husband.” “What do you mean, ‘this is my
husband?’" “This is your husband. You are
married.”

Zeyne didn't understand. She refused to
accept it - she objected, she fought, she

Nadia before coming to Yemen, 1980

denied. To no avail. Her father had
arranged everything in England, and Abdul
Kadir had paid for her marriage to his son.
Her father had sold her for $2,500.

She was alone and abandoned on a remote
mountaintop in a strange country with not a
soul to help her.

On the very night of this atrocious
announcement, Abdul Kadir locked her in
her room - with Abdullah - to consummate
the “marriage”. Abdullah slept alone;
Zeyne spent a sleepless night in shock
curled up in a corner. The following night,
forced to submit or be tied down, Zeyne was
raped for the first time. The ritual would
continue night after night, and any time she
refused, Abdul beat her viciously the next
morning. A high-spirited girl, Zeyne fought
back, but he easily overpowered her.
He promised that as soon as she fell
pregnant she could return to
Birmingham. It was the first of many
lies.

Realizing the awful fate awaiting
her little sister, Zeyne desperately
wrote a letter home :

“To my dear Mother,Please don't let
Nadia come to Yemen. They say I'm
married. | don't know what's going
to happen now. I'm scared. I need
help. I'm begging you, please don't
let Nadia come, I beg you Mummy
darling. Help me. Most of all do not
let Nadia come.”

She had no choice but to give the let-
ter to Abdul Kadir to mail. It never reached
her mother. In desperation she tried to run,
to no avail. Mohammed caught her in no
time. In any case, there was nowhere to go.
She was in the midst of a hostile, rocky
desert. And a woman in the Middle East, in
western clothes, with neither money nor
passport, can't get very far.

A week later she met up with Nadia at the
home of Gowad, another acquaintance of
their father. Nadia couldn’t understand her
sister’s distress at their reunion, and Zeyne
could do nothing to prepare her. In tears,
she was made to tell Nadia of their new fate
: that they were married, that their father
had sold them off, and that Nadia was now
the wife of 13-year-old Samir, Gowad's son.
Same shock, same horror. In that moment,
Nadia lost the carefree oblivion of her four-
teen years, and became a listless slave to
these men.

But Zeyne was more obstinate than Nadia;
she was stronger, she would fight. Nadia
was susceptible; she would tolerate, submit,
And Zeyne didn't want to leave her that day.

She knew what was in store for her, but her
protests were in vain. Nadia was taken into
Gowad’s house in the village of Ashube,
with her new “husband”, Samir, and Zeyne
was sent back to Hockail. The plan was to
separate the sisters so that they might
assimilate more quickly.

For a while, Abdul Kadir allowed Zeyne to
visit her sister in Ashube, a half-hour’s walk
away. She went every day, always accom-
panied by her jailor, to speak to Nadia in
English, keep her dreams and hopes alive,
to console her, comfort her, and fight for
her.

After a time, Abdul brought the girls a tape
recorder and forced them to record a happy,
well-meaning message on cassette for their
mother:

Dear Mummy.. Nadia arrived safely, we
are in a prefty village, Yemen is magnifi-
cent. They're going to

passed before she heard any word, but
when she did, they had regular contact.
Finally she could tell her mother where they
were and the truth about the situation.
After four years of complete darkness,
Nadia and Zeyne could finally see a glim-
mer of light at the end of the runnel. Zeyne
urged her mother to contact the media and
make their story an issue. This was the theft
of all thefts, the rape of all rapes, and not
“just another kidnapping”.

Then in 1986, Zeyne fell pregnant, and
Nadia for the second time. In May Zeyne
gave birth to a son, Marcus, and Nadia
delivered a daughter, Tina, who would suf-
fer genital mutilation four days after her
birth. The sanitary conditions in Nadia's
“house” were worsening, and her health
deteriorated. The laceration from the birth,
inflicted with the same rusty blade as

Every effort was made to dis-
suade her : intimidation, cor-
ruption, threats, lies. But in g@
1988 she had a new passport |
and a plane ticker, and all
alone she finally flew home to
England.

Zeyne is free now, but her lib-
erty weighs heavy as long as
her sister and their children
are held against their will.

It’s now 1999. Nadia has been
a prisoner of Yemen for 19
years. She is 34 years old.”
Mission of seeking the truth
begins

We -Editor in Chief of Yemen
Times-, and a journalist-
arrived to Taiz in the moming

kill a sheep for a celebra-
tion in our honour. We
are very happy. Send my
love to everyone, Ashia
and Mo. Tell them [ love
them. My love to you,
from Nadia as well. See
you soon Mummy.

She recorded these lies in
the dullest monotone she
could muster, and Nadia
added a few words at the
end. Zeyne could feel the
emptiness in her sister's
eyes; she only hoped her
maother could hear it.

As time went by, with no

word from the outside world, the girls had
no alternative but to participate in the
menial tasks of a Yemeni wife - fetching
water on foot from wells five miles away,
gathering wood on the rocky plains, cook-
ing in crude stone ovens, minding children

Nadia and Zeyne in Maqana. 1987

before, was a long time healing.

After seven years in their mountaintop
prison, their mother finally found the girls,
having received no help from their father or
any Yemeni authorities. She brought with
her two British journalists posing as relief
workers. For the time being,
there was not much they could
do for the girls, but the photos
they took and the subsequent
story they ran created a lot of
pressure and embarrassment
for the British and Yemeni gov-
ernments.

As a result, the Head of Police
in Taiz arranged for the two
sisters to come and stay with
him, minus their “husbands”
and children, and tell him their
story. He was a fair and kind
man, but did his utmost to

and enduring the rape of a child husband,
day after day, night after night.

Zeyne constantly wrote pleading letters to
her mother, Miriam, but they were always
intercepted by Abdul Kadir or his collabo-
rators. Miriam had discovered what her
husband had done to their daughters, but
was at a loss as to how or where to begin
finding them. Her husband tortured her
with lies and half-truths, delighting in his
own shallow power.

Three years after their arrival, Nadia fell
pregnant. On February 29, 1984, she gave
birth to a son, Haney in barbaric condi-
tions: delivery on a bare mud floor with an
old woman to assist and a rusty razor blade
to cut the cord. No medical help, nothing, if
something went wrong. And Zeyne knew she
would fare no better when her time came.
Having succumbed malaria several times,
Zeyne eventually found an ally in a doctor
stationed in Hockail. He agreed to post a
letter for her without its falling into the
hands of Abdul Kadir's agents, and told her
she could use his return address. She imme-
diately wrote to her mother, confident that
the letter would get through. Two weeks

Zeyne with her
boy Liam'in ;

change their minds about
going home to England, and to stop the
publicity. They were to stay with him for
several days, and their children were to join
them later. The girls thought the nightmare
was coming to an end.
Days turned into weeks, and then into
months. The “husbands” came with the
children to join their “wives” in Taiz and
the two families were crammed into one
small, dingy apartment. Dingy, but a far cry
from village life in Mogbana. And while it

Nadia and Zeyne in Magbana, 1

of Monday January 24t Ag
soon as we arrived, we phoned a
person who we were told that
would help us in our mission
and will be our guide in the trip.
No more than 10 minutes
passed before the guide came to
the Yemen Times Taiz Bureau,
where we were awaiting him.
He explained that he would be
helping us in gefting permission
from Nadia Muhsin to make the
interview and guide us to her
house. Later in the day, the
guide was able to contact Nadia
telling her that
Yemen Times
wanis to inter-
view her. We were sur-
prised, as the guide was able
to contact her so fast. We
thought that he would need
to go all the way to the vil-
lage of Al-Shuba where she
lived. Consequently, we
asked, “doesn’t Nadia live
in Al-Shuba village far away
from the city?” The guide,
replied,” of course not, don't

you know that she has been
living in Taiz city for more
than 4 years now? She moved
a long time back.”
But as expected, Nadia was
shy and was not willing to be
interviewed. She rejected the
request thinking that it is just
another report that media peo-
ple want to make money from.
We began whispering to

seemed that everyone in Yemen was trying
to convince them to stay there and be happy
with their lot, they could think of only one
solution : going home to England where
they belonged.

In this final struggle, their mother joined
them for a second time. And as escape
loomed closer, a new obstacle emerged : if
the girls truly wanted to leave Yemen, they
must first apply for divorce. Once divorced,
they would be free to go - alone. They could
not ftake their children with them. The
Yemeni law states that custody goes auto-
matically to the father in a divorce, and the
childrens’ fathers would never allow them
to leave.

So the sisters made a pact : the first one to
get out would leave her children in the care
of the other until they could all follow.
Zeyne was prepared. She would leave
Marcus behind. But Nadia couldn't bring
herself to leave her children. So Zeyne
would be the first to go.

e with her I'-.nlathé* ]
| in England, 1988

each other, “Oh no, it can-
not be that we return all
the way to Sanaa empty
handed..” so we urged the guide to do
his best and convince her.

At long last, the guide succeeded and
finally, after a long conversation, he
was able to convince Nadia to be inter-
viewed as he explained to her that our
only aim is to know how she is doing
and the conditions she is living in.
However, we were not able to get the
green light, until her husband, Samir
Gawad was in the house and agreed.

We were relieved that Nadia had agreed to
be interviewed, and immediately, along
with our guide drove to the neighborhood
where she lived.

As we approached the targeted address, we
found a two-floor fancy building that seems
to have been completed soon. We asked our
guide, “is this where Nadia Muhsin lives?”
He shook his head positively leaving a
question mark in our minds about the amaz-
ing contradiction of what has been said in
the story mentioned in the book “sold”
describing her ‘terrible’ accommodation
conditions.

We rang the bell of the door and were
received by Samir Gawad, who welcomed
us with a smile. The way Samir welcomed
us made us feel comfortable from the first
minute we entered his house. We then were
delighted to see a young girl of around 4
years old welcoming us and shaking our

hands, later we realized that she was
Nadia’s youngest daughter. As we entered
the dining room, we witnessed how neat
and organized the room was. We then start-
ed chatting with Samir about the house,
Taiz, the weather and other things. Then we
realized that we are running out of time and
that we should get into the subject. We
explained our mission to Nadia's husband
who interrupted us asked his elder son to
serve us some cola. “We have come all the
way from Sanaa to investigate the truth of
the story of Nadia Muhsin. We want to see
with our own eyes how she lives, her house,
and her children, and want to know if -as
the book says- is living under tremendously
tough conditions and circumstances.” He

replied, “let me get out of your way and call
Nadia to meet you personally to ask her
yourself. I don’t want to be in the picture, so
you can interview her in English and ask
her whatever you want.
Then within two minutes, a lady with the
traditional female costume -fully covered
with black- entered the room. We immedi-
ately realized that she was the one con-
cerned, she was Nadia Muhsin. Then we
began asking her questions, in which some
she felt very emotional and in some quite
angry. One thing that made us feel that she
was frank is that she said, “I do want to visit
England, but not now.” The interview with
a lot of shocking and interesting statements
will be published next issue.

To be comtinmed mext week.
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Celebrating the International Day to Combat
Leprosy and Honoring Dr. Yasin Al-Qubati

ceremony was held last Saturday
January 29, 2000 celebrating the
event of the international day to
combat leprosy in the headquar-
ters of the Yemeni Association
For Fighting Leprosy in Taiz.
The ceremony was commenced with some
recitation from the Holy Qura’an. Then a
speech was made by Dr. Yasin Abdul Al-Alim,
chairman of the project to fight leprosy
spelling out the stages followed to control this
disease. He pointed out that they have made
great achievements in controlling this disease.
Then, a word was presented by Mr. Ahmad
Abdullah Al-Higri, the governor of Taiz
expressing his high appreciation of Dr. Yasin's
efforts and recommending the support of Hail
Said Group and the concerns of the Minister of
Health. Al-Higri also said “I wish that the suc-
cess of this project won't be like our success for
we officials talk more than we act. We carry
our 10% of the projects and leave the 90% for
the propaganda.”
After that Mr. Shawki Ahmad Hail delivered a
speech illustrating the activities of the associa-
tion promising that they will continue to do
their best to back up this center and fight this
disease.
At the end of the ceremony Dr. Abdullah Abdul
Wali Nasher delivered a speech thanking Dr.
Yasin and the international organizations that
have contributed to the success of fighting lep-
rosy. He said “What we have achieved was the
basis to control leprosy and eventually inaugu-
rate the second ten-year period. We have
achieved a conspicuous success since Dr. Yasin
came to be the chairman of this project.
Reports say that the ratio of outbreak of this
disease is 3% for 100,000 people which is con-
sidered to be of the least ratios all over the
world.” He also referred to the letter of Mr.
Abdul Karim Al-Aryani, Prime Minister in
which he expressed his gratefulness and thanks
for Dr. Yasin for his commendable efforts in
fighting leprosy.
Dr. Yasin was also honored by the Minister of
Health and the governor of Taiz.
Lepers in Yemen, as is the case all over the
world have suffered a merciless social war.
They were ostracized by society because of the
deformations caused by leprosy disease. It was
mistakenly believed that this disease is a pun-
ishment for those who had committed repre-
hensible deeds and the only way to treat it is to
isolate lepers. Lepers were deprived of many
rights even of performing their prayers from in
mosques and were isolated in cottages provid-
ing them no shelter at all. As a result of this
social attitude, lepers formed small segregated
societies haunted by rancor towards the socie-
ty that have ostracized them. Therefore, they
grew aggressive and in despair of forming nor-
mal social relationship with the healthy people
and even with those who render help to them.
Under these circumstances, only few people
did risk to help the lepers. Such a decision
requires a lot of fortitude, courage, self-denial
and honesty in feelings and deeds. These are
the common characteristics among those who
deal with lepers all around the world without
which they cannot embark on such a risk. It
was God's will to put lepers in Yemen and their
tragedy on my way. I was still a student in the
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medical college in Egypt when I saw Mother
Teresa’s nuns in their unfamiliar clothes in the
streets of Taiz. T would usually visit them in
their center in Al-Nour city and sometimes |
would go with them to the leprosy hospital in
the city where one could see despair, depriva-
tion and suffering on lepers’ faces. I could see
the disease eating into their bodies destroying
their cells and tissues resulting in the most hor-
rible of scenes. However, despite the manner in
which lepers treated us with, we endured their
insults and we were not spared even of their
blows, which rather strengthened my determi-
nation to work for finding ways for offering
help to them. I graduated in 1980 from the col-
lege of medicine and got my degree as venere-
al and dermatological diseases doctor and
this was the point when I started my real work
as a doctor in treating leprosy.

At the second meeting of the International

Health Organization for the Middle East held
on 30 October 1982 in Mogadishu on October,
1982 to discuss the strategies of combating
leprosy 1 presented the second national report
on leprosy in Yemen and how to fight against it
(there were only 174 cases back then). During
the course of the meeting, I met Dr. Shiek Nour
Al-Deen, Leprosy-Combating Unit chairman
in the International Health Organization, and
Dr. Howard Bruce, head of the Ophthalmology
Department in California University, San
Francisco, through whom 1 was acquainted
with methods and means that would, in the
future, enable me to find resources to fund the
leprosy combating project in Yemen. Few
months later, T hosted both of them in Taiz
where we were able to know the reality of lep-
rosy in Yemen and to draw the first lines for the
policy of combating it. Together we published
our first article in a world magazine about the
conditions of lepers in Yemen. The article
aimed at attracting governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations to help Yemen fight
against leprosy. We hoped the we could at least
find its roots and reduce the risk of infection in
the society and aid the government introduce
modern means of treatment for the benefit of
lepers in Yemen.

At this point, the World Health Organization
started a training program in Yemen. Egyptian,
Nigerian and Indian specialists were sent to
Yemen to train Yemeni Doctors.

I was the first Yemeni sent to receive training
on the ways of combating leprosy at the
world’s largest specialized institute, i.e., the
American Army Hospital, Carvel, Louisiana,
USA.

This training program was like a brainwash for
all the attendants where they get confident in
being able to fight leprosy in the whole world.
During this course we knew the addresses of
organizations that could help us combat lep-
rosy. Few months later, I participated in the
12th conference on combating leprosy on 20
February 1984 in New Delhi, India. There I
met Dr. Hostler and Dr. Nour Al-Deen. We
decided to seek help from large organizations.
It was decided that I travel to Britain and Dr.
Hostler to Germany for making contacts with
the British and German leprosy-combating
organizations. Then, I would go to Holland,
France and talk to French, Dutch and Belgium
organizations. We continued our work for 4
years looking for a funds from international
organizations.

Since 1982, and with the beginning of the com-
pound chemical medicine was being applied,
Dr. Sheik Nour Al-Deen was regularly supply-
ing our project in Al-Nour city in Yemen with

free and sufficient
amounts of leprosy
medicine.

In 1983, 1 was appointed
Director in Al-Jomhori
hospital in Taiz. The
capabilities of the hospi-
tal were quite big so I
used cars to visit other
governorates like
Dammar, Sana’a, Hajja
and Sa’ada. I searched
in all places for cases of

leprosy like Bakim
mountains, Razih in
Sa’ada, Al-Ja'afariah

mountain in Sana’a and
Malhan, Hafash in Al-
Mahweet and Abyan,
Al-Shafidarah, Najarah
in Hajja and in all
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Director of Al-Jomhori
hospital, I assigned lep-
ers the task of renovat-
ing the hospital in return
for a daily payment.
Because by this people
got used to the presence
of lepers around them. |
was regularly publish-
ing articles and stories
about lepers and the dif-
ficulties they face in
their life in an impres-
sive style to make peo-
ple who read them begin

to sympathize with lepers.

International efforts continued to fund my
business here in Yemen through Dr. Hostler in
the USA, Dr. Roshdi Moharib in Egypt and Dr.
Buhtani in India. At the end we were able to
convince Glara organization to send Mr.
Girshon, chief of the Leprosy-Combating
Project in Al-Tami Nido in India and chief of
Glara’s organization projects in Asia. The
Ministry of Health has greatly welcomed Mr.
Girshon and the presidency has even provided
him with an official car which took him all the
way to Sa'ada, Hajja and Marib to check the
conditions of lepers. When we came back to
Taiz, we had not enough time to visit the city
so 1 had to ask for the aid of the air forces.
Fortunately, Mr. Hamoud, Commander of the
Air Forces, was too generous to provide us
with a helicopter to visit Taiz and Ibb and
know its geographical nature in the last day.
When the late Mr. Girshon presented his report
to his boss back in Germany, the latter was
amazed by the generous hospitality that his
agent has received in Yemen. He also knew
about the suffering of lepers here in Yemen and
the paucity of resources despite the little help
that Mother Teresa’s nuns were providing.
Therefore, he ordered a contract to be signed
with Ministry of Health in 1988. The contract
was put into force in 1989 as a field project
starting from Taiz, Dammar, Ibb and Hodeida.
Yemeni doctors were trained for this purpose
and the Glara organization donated 4 cars for
the project and the World Health Organization
another 2. The medical record commenced on
1982 with 174 cases. The following table
shows the progress of detecting and treating
leprosy cases since then:

Year Number Year Number

of cases of cases
1985 140 1993 2,209
1986 280 1994 2,504
1987 420 1995 3,110
1988 532 1996 3,462
1989 729 1997 4,090
1990 1,176 1998 4,756
1991 1.663 1999 5,442
1992 1,887

And we are still discovering cases through 36
clinics in all governorates. The doctors who
supervise these clinics use transportation only
for field works. We are proud that in this proj-
ect we have refused the decision of buying the
project cars and thereby depriving ourselves of
a privilege. Therefore our transportation means
remained as follows: )

- Glara German Organization, 8 Cars (TOY-
OTA land cruiser and 7 motorcycles

- International Health Organization, 3 motor-
cycles

- Ministry of health, 1 car (Hileux) and 1 lorry
for water transportation.

- Yemeni Society for combating leprosy 2 cars
(Hileux) and a bus (16 passengers)

Since the start of the training program we have
trained 1199 health cadres for combating lep-
rosy and another 203 for combating tuberculo-
sis. I resigned from my job in the hospital in
1988 and devoted all my time to be a Director
of the project. My battle was not just with lep-
rosy, but also with some greedy people who
wanted the Ministry of Health lands. My own
children were kidnapped in front of my house
and the lepers stood beside me courageously
using stones and sticks against those greedy
aggressors. When the situation grew worse, I
traveled with my children to Egypt to save my
life and my family’s and to pursue my PHD
degree. After the reunification of Yemen I left
my studies and returned home to continue my
job as a director of the project which had
decayed since I left it.

Within one year we were able to cover all
southern governorates like Hadramout,
Mahara and even reached Gadib mountains
near the Oman borders. Therefore, | asked for
the aid of Glara’s Organization and the
Minister of Health and they provided us with
another four cars. We opened new clinics all
though the Republic making them 64 from
Sa’ada in the North till Al-Kaytha in the south-
east.

Our work has drawn the attention of Dr.
Ahmed Al-Hamli who was a Director of health
education in the Ministry of Health. So he
launched an intensive TV health campaign. He
took his stories and scenes in the Bedouin tents
in Dawa’an valley and in the lepers’ cottages in
Hajja, Sa'ada and Sana’a mountains. The sto-
ries had a great influence on people who start-
ed to sympathize with lepers instead of aban-
doning them.

Al-Nour hospital developed and became a
place for treating various ailments like oph-
thalmic diseases, bones and even beauty sur-
geries. In 1992, an edict was released to make
it a venereal and dermatological diseases hos-
pital. The Ministry of health has provided the
hospital with foreign nurses and a number of
local doctors and nurses. Therefore, Mother
Teresa’s nuns left because their work under the
title “Serving the poorest” and moved to the
Elderly House. We have also made agreements
with many organizations some of which are:
(a) International Organizations:

1- Glara German Organization:
since 1989 and up till now this
organization still provides us
with cars, maintenance, medi-
cine, equipment; doctor’s, nurs-
es, field workers...etc wages,
international and local training
courses costs. It has been also
funding the tuberculosis-com-
bating program since 1996.

2- Malta system French
Organization: form 1984 to 1990 this organiza-
tion has been providing the hospital with visi-
tor surgeons and paid them to work in Yemen
as medical consultants.

3- International Handicapped Organization:
this organization has established a workshop to
train patients produce medical shoes and walk-
ing sticks for lepers. When the organization
concluded its work in Al-Nour city we con-
vinced it to open new workshop in Al-Thawra
hospital in Taiz which is still working until
today.

4- Saint Lazeryas Organization: has provided
the hospital with books, periodic prints and
also designed posters and printed them to edu-
cate people of leprosy in Yemen.

5- International Health Organization: this
organization has been providing us with medi-
cine since 1984 until today and has funded
international and local training costs. In addi-
tion, it has chosen me to be a member of the
Supreme Committee for leprosy specialists and
a member in the International Supreme for
reviewing the special business for terminating
leprosy and a member of the supervisors com-
mittee for combating leprosy around the world.
It has also assigned me a consultant for field-
work or a training specialist in the following
countries (Indonesia, India, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Egypt and Libya). Moreover, the
organization funded special projects in subur-
ban areas like: Al-Masilah valley in Sayhout,
Thamoud, Al-A’aber, Hajr in Hadramout, Al-
Sa’aeed, Nisab, Mayfa’ah in Shabwa and final-
ly in Abyan. It has also established a special
camp to fight leprosy in Hodeida.

6- The Mectizan Committee M.S.D. in Atlanta,
Georgia, USA: has provided us with modern
medicines to treat the Sawda (Hyper Reactive
Onco Circisis) disease from 1990 until today.
This medicine is distributed for free in all val-
leys which run throngh the middle plateau
pouring in the red sea in Dammar, Sana’a,
Taiz, Hodeida, Ibb, Hajja and Mahweet.

7- International Center for Eyes Health: this
center continuously advertises our deeds to
attract volunteers in the field of eyes health.
8- Arabian-Austrian Relationship Union: has
made an agreement with the Yemeni Society to
terminate Leprosy to provide the hospital with
doctors and surgeons to cover all the needs
regarding the repercussions of leprosy beauty
surgeries. The union also renders old clothes
for children and toys and wheel chairs for the
handicapped. We have also worked through
this organization to design a large project fund-
ed by the European Union that is to renovate
the venereal and dermatological diseases hos-
pital in Al-Nour city with a $300 000 cost.

(b) Local organizations:

1- The Yemeni Society for combating leprosy,
established in 22/1/1992, had supported in
fields work and rendered the lepers financial
aids to renovate their houses. They also funded
other patient who had chronic diseases other
than leprosy and helped their sons and daugh-
ters join institutes and universities. It has estab-
lished an entertainment club and a soccer team
which participates annually in the university
league. It has also published lots of prints
fighting the social disgrace of lepers. In addi-
tion, it had spent a 3.5 million dollars building
a fence around the lands of Al-Nour city which
where a matter of dispute. Moreover, it has
built the administration building and training
productive families with a cost of 7 million YR
that it shared half-half with Hayel Sa’aeed
Ana’am Charity Society. Now, the society is
constructing external clinics buildings in the
hospitals and is expanding Al-Thsan with a cost
of $ 60 000 with the aid of the social develop-

ment fund. It is also worth mentioning that
Hajj Ahmed Hayel Sa’aeed is the chairman of
the Yemeni Society for Combating Leprosy
who was the Secretary General of the society.
2- The Departed Hayel Sa’aeed Ana’am chari-
ty society has participated in building Al-Nour
city’s mosque, Al-Thsan school and a kinder-
garten in Al-Nour city alone. In addition to
that, the society shared half the costs of con-
structing the administration building and reno-
vating the rooms and ceilings of the hospital.
3- The Social Fund for Development: this
organization participates now in expanding Al-
Ihsan School in Al-Nour city and in building
the venereal and dermatological diseases hos-
pital Al-Nour city.

I have also traveled asking for the aid of expa-
triates in Saudi Arabia Kingdom and was able
to get some funds from some traders there.

I would also like to add that executing these
works and achievements would not have been
possible without an international activity. I
have attended 40 meetings and conferences all
around the world from 1982 to 1999. I always
was an active participant presenting working
papers in all conferences not only about lep-

rosy but also about Leishmania (Ivermactin)
and venereal diseases. I had paved the way for
my colleagues in Al-Nour city to attend inter-
national meetings and conferences in Ethiopia,
Sudan, Egypt, India and China.

Moreover, | have published 15 articles in inter-
national magazines alone and with partners
talking about leprosy, Sawda and Leishmania;
wrote a chapter in international book which
was published in India about the suffering of
lepers. Furthermore, I have wrote a book of my
own on lepers called “Together to terminate
leprosy” and published 50 articles in Yemeni
newspapers and magazines talking about lep-
ers’ problems.

After twenty years of work against leprosy, we
have discovered about 6000 cases which could
have been 30 000 if had not been treated. The
rate of lepers has also decreased to as low as 3
patients in every 100 000 whereas the interna-
tional rate is 1 in every 10 000. We may need
10 other years to destroy leprosy completely in
Yemen if we continue on the same pace.
Finally, I hope that with aid of God that the
skilled, loyal and strong team [ have left under
the leadership of Mr. Abdul-Raheem Al-
Same’ei in cooperation with Ministry of
Health, International Health and Glara organi-
zations will finish what I had started.
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Phase 11
Maritime Delimitation

The Northern and Southern End Points of the
Boundary Line

164. Reference has been made above to the need not to
extend the boundary to areas. that might involve third par-
ties. The points where the decision of the Tribunal halts the
progress of the boundary line are, for the northern end, turn-
ing point 1 and, for the southern end, point 29. The effect
can, of course, also be seen on the illustrative Charts 3 and
4 in the map section of the Award. The Tribunal believes
that these terminal points are well short of where the bound-
ary line might be disputed by any third State.

The Test of Proportionality

165. The principle of proportionality was described by the’

International Court of Justice in the North Sea Continental
Shelf cases as “the element of a reasonable degree of pro-
portionality, which a delimitation in accordance with equi-
table principles ought to bring about-between the extent of
the continental shelf areas appertaining to the coastal State
and the length of thie coast measured in the general direction
of the coastline, account being taken for this purpose of the
effects, actual or prospective, of any other continental shelf
delimitations between adjacent States in the same region™.
This was also described as one of the “factors” to be taken
into account in delimitation.(16) It is not an independent
mode or principle of delimitation, but rather a test of the
equitableness of a delimitation arrived at by some other

means.(17) So, as the Award stated in Lhé3,Anglo—anch _

Channel case, “it is disproportion rather than any general
principle of proportionality which is the relevant criterion
or factor”.(18) :

166. The Parties in the present case have disagreed strong-
ly in their arguments of this matter, not so much about the
meaning of “proportionality” as over the respective lengths
of their coasts for the purposes of this calculation. There is
in the Tribunal’s view no doubt that the “general direction”
of the coast means that the calculation of the Eritrean
coastal length should follow the outer circumference of the
Dahlak group of islands, although Eritrea was more
inclined to have it follow the line of the mainland coast.

167. A much debated point was: how far north the Eritrean
coast should go. Eritrea wished to include in the propor-
tionality calculation the whole of its mainland coast up to
the latitudinal line of 16N; and, indeed, this line was used
by Yemen to define what it called its northern sector of the
area in question. The Tribunal however doubts the appro-
priateness of employing a horizontal line of latitude to
divide, for the purposes of the proportionality test, waters of
the Red Sea which lie at an angle of roughly 45. The
Tribunal has therefore considered the relevant proportion of
the Eritrean coast, which can be said to be “opposite” that
of Yemen, as ceasing where the general direction of that
coast meets a line drawn from what seems to be the north-
ern terminus of the Yemen land frontier at right angles with
the general direction of the Yemen coast. In the same way
the Tribunal determined the southern end point to be con-
sidered for the computation of the length of the Yemen
coast.

168. The Tribunal through its expert in geodesy has calcu-
lated the ratio of the lengths of the coasts concerned, meas-
ured by reference to their general direction, and the ratio
between the water areas it has attributed to the Parties. The
first ratio, of coastal lengths, Yemen : Eritrea, is 387026
metres to 507110 metres, or 1 : 1.31. The second ratio of
water areas, including the territorial seas, Yemen : Eritrea,
is 25535 kilometres2 to 27944 kilometres2, or 1 : 1.09. The
Tribunal believes that the line of delimitation it has decided
upon results in no disproportion.

CHAPTER VI
Dispositif

169. Accordingly, THE TRIBUNAL,

taking into account the foregoing considerations and rea-
sons,

UNANIMOUSLY FINDS IN THE PRESENT CASE
THAT

The International Maritime Boundary between Eritrea and
Yemen is a series of geodetic lines joining, in the order
specified, the following points. The points are defined in
degrees, minutes and seconds of the geographic latitude and
longitude, based on the World Geodetic System 1984
(WGS 84). The line and the numbers of the turning points
are shown for purpose of illustration only in Charts 3 and 4
in the map section of this Award.

12 14° 15" 23" N 42°26° 09" E
13 14° 08 39" N 42°31'33"E
14 14° 03’ 39" N 42° 28’ 39" E
15 14° 39* 30" N 42° 37" 39" E
16 13°36" 13" N 42° 38’ 30" E
17 13235 51" N 42°38° 14" E
18 13° 33’ 38" N 42° 39 37" E
19 13°27° 28" N 42° 43’ 25" E
20 1326’ 39" N 42° 48’ 21" E
21 13°24’ 01" N 42°52' 47" E
22 13° 14’ 23" N 42°59°47T"E
23 13° 10" 54" N 43°03° 03" E
24 13° 06’ 57" N 43° 05’ 21" E
25 13° 06’ 08" N 43° 06’ 06" E
26 13° 04’ 05" N 43° 08 42" E
27 132 00" 27" N 43°10° 54" E
28 13° 58" 10" N 43¢ 12°45" E
29 13° 54’ 23" N 43°13° 58" E

Turning Point Latitude Longitude

1 15°43" 10" N 41° 34’ 06" E
2 15° 38° 58" N 41° 34’ 05" E
3 15° 15" 10” N 41°37° 31" E
4 15° 04" 00" N 41° 46’ 43" E
5 15°00" 12" N 41° 50’ 42" E
6 15°46” 06" N 41° 58'47" E
7 1543 30" N 42°00°42" E
8 14° 36" 05™ N 42° 100 02" E
9 147 35" 14" N 42° 11' 35" E
10 14° 27" 16" N 42° 16’ 54" B
11 14° 21" 11" N 42°22°04" E

" Done at London this 17th day of December 1999

The President of the Tribunal
/s/ Professor Sir Robert Y. Jennings

The Registrar

/s/ Tjaco van den Hout

ANNEXES
Annex I - The Arbitration Agreement
Annex II - Yemen's Answer to Judge Schwebel’s Question

Put to Yemen on Tuesday, 13 July 1999 Eritrea’s Answer to
Judge Schwebel’s Question

‘Annex TII - Treaty Establishing the Joint Yemeni-Eritrean

Committee for Bilateral Cooperation Between the
Government of the Republic of Yemen and the Government
of the State of Eritrea

ANNEX II
Yemen’s Answer to Judge Schwebel’s Question Put to
Yemen on Tuesday, 13 July 1999

On day 6 of the proceedings (Transcript, Day 6, 13 July
1999, pages 99-100), Judge Schwebel put -a question to
Yemen’s counsel as follows: “Ms. Malintoppi, during oral
argument in the first round Yemen maintained that it was
beyond the Tribunal’s authority at that stage to consider
matters of res communis condominia and the like, stating
that to do so would prefigure topics which might be con-
sidered only at the second stage. An argument which was
remarkable, since Eritrea had said nothing in such regards,
nor had the Tribunal. Just now, you argue that it is too late
for Eritrea to argue such matters indicating, if I understood
correctly, that they were for the first stage. Are Yemen's
pertinent arguments consistent?” In Yemen's submission,
Yemen’s arguments are consistent. This can be seen from
reviewing the context in which Yemen raised the matter in
the first stage, the points raised by Ms. Malintoppi in her
intervention relating to the second stage, and the terms of
the Arbitration Agreement.The matter first arose at para-
graph 20 of Yemen's written submission on the relevance of
the oil agreements and activities dated 8 June 1998. There,
Yemen stated the following: “It is always attractive to seek
to discover a basis for dividing a group of islands, not least
in an arbitration. The attraction must be the greater when
the task of the Tribunal extends to the process of maritime
delimitation, and no doubt caution will be needed to avoid
a prefiguring of equitable principles and concepts, which
are in law only relevant per se.

Yemen's view was thus that the concept of equitable prin-
ciples was particularly relevant to the second stage of the
proceedings, and that this issue should not be prefigured in
the first stage. Yemen made no specific reference to con-
cepts such as res communis or condominia when it raised
the matter. In the second stage of these proceedings, Yemen
fully accepts that equitable principles form part of the
applicable law of maritime delimitation. However, and this
was the point discussed by Ms. Malintoppi, the application
of equitable principles to maritime delimitation, when read
in conjunction with the scope of the Tribunal’s mandate as
established in the Arbitration Agreement and the
Agreement on Principles, does not encompass the creation
or modalities of “joint resource zones” around Yemen's
islands in the manner that Eritrea’s Prayer for Relief
requests. It follows that Yemen does not maintain that
Eritrea’s arguments in favour of the creation of such zones
are too late at this stage, but rather that the applicable law,
together with the provisions of the Arbitration Agreement
and the Agreement on Principles, does not provide a legal
or jurisdictional basis for acceding to Eritrea’s requests.

It should be noted, however, that the 1994 and 1998
Agreements between Yemen and Eritrea, particularly those
sections related to fishing, clearly indicate that Yemen and
Eritrea are currently involved in working together to admin-
ister the fish resources throughout the southern Red Sea
region.

Yemen's Answer to the Tribunal’s Question Put to Yemen
on Friday, 16 July 1999

At the close of the oral hearings (Transcript, Day 8, 16 July
1999, page 45), the Tribunal put the following question to
Yemen:

“The Tribunal has noted that, in the arguments of Yemen,
relatively little has been said about the traditional fishing
regime which the Tribunal recalls is an essential part of the

Dispositif of the Award of 9 October 1998. Would Yemen
indicate how, if at all, the traditional fishing regime should
be taken into account in the delimitation, particularly taking
into consideration the agreements signed by the two
Governments in 1994 and 19987”

Yemen’s answer was as follows:

Yemen recognises that, in deciding the issue of sovereignty
over various Red Sea Islands in the first Award, the
Tribunal stated in its Dispositif that the sovereignty found
to lie with Yemen “entails the perpetuation of the tradition-
al fishing regime in the region, including free access and
enjoyment for the fishermen of both Eritrea and Yemen”
(paragraph 527(vi) of the Award). This:decision is final and
binding between the Parties, as stipulated in Article 13(a) of
the Arbitration Agreement. Yemen is fully committed to
apply and implement the Award in all of its aspects, includ-
ing with to the perpetuation of the traditional fishing regime
for the fishermen of both Eritrea and Yemen.

As was clear from the Parties’ presentations during the oral
hearings, both Parties consider that the Tribunal’s Dispositif
must be read in conjunction with the reasoning that appears
in the body of the Award. With respect to “the perpetuation
of the traditional fishing regime in the region”, Yemen has
also taken note of the Tribunal’s pronouncements in other
parts of the Award which bear on the issue. For example,
the first sentence of paragraph 526 provides:

“In finding that the Parties each have sovereignty over var-
ious of the Islands the Tribunal stresses to them that such
sovereignty is not inimical to, but rather entails, the perpet-
uation of the traditional fishing regime in the region”.

The historical basis of this finding was further explained in
paragraph 128 where the Tribunal stated:

“This traditionally prevailing situation reflected deeply
rooted cultural patterns leading to the existence of what
could be characterized from a juridical point of view as res
communis permitting the African as well as the Yemeni
fishermen to operate with no limitation throughout the
entire area and to sell their catch at the local markets on
either side of the Red Sea. Equally, the persons sailing for
fishing or trading purposes from one coast to the other used
to take temporary refuge from the strong winds on any of
the uninhabited islands scattered in that maritime zone
without encountering difficulties of a political or adminis-
trative nature”.

It is Yemen’s view that the holdings of the Tribunal in the
first Award with respect to the traditional fishing regime
constitute res judicata without prejudice to the maritime
boundary that the Tribunal decides on in the second stage of
the proceedings. In other words, the traditional fishing
regime that has existed for the benefit of the fishermen of
both countries throughout the region is to be perpetuated
notwithstanding the decision that the Tribunal reaches as to
the delimitation of the maritime boundary between the two
countries. Indeed, it is clear that both Parties understood
this to be a mutual obligation which existed apart from the
question of delimitation of their maritime boundary in that,
as the November 1998 Agreement between the two
Governments indicates, Yemen and Eritrea have been for-
mulating a regime of cooperation with respect to fishing in
the spirit of good neighbourliness and friendship which has
prevailed since the Award in the first stage of this arbitra-
tion.

In Yemen'’s submission, the delimitation to be effectuated
by the Tribunal in its second Award will have a different
purpose than the preservation of the traditional fishing
regime. For example, counsel for Eritrea admitted during its
rebuttal presentation that issues such as mineral extraction
were not included in the Tribunal’s notion of the traditional
fishing regime (Transcript, Day 8, 16 July 1999, page 27).
Clearly, mineral extraction is related to the delimitation of
the continental shelf, a matter which is relevant to the sec-
ond stage.

Similarly, the delimitation of the column of water or
Exclusive Economic Zone of the Parties, as well as of their
respective territorial seas in the Central and Southern
Sectors, involves matters which, pursuant to the 1982
Convention on the Law of the Sea, go beyond the preserva-
tion of the traditional fishing regime. It is in this connection
that Yemen advanced the dependence of its coastal popula-
tion on fishing and the incidence of Yemen’s fishing prac-
tices in the region as relevant circumstances to be taken into
account in the delimitation process.

In short, the perpetuation of the traditional fishing regime is
not synonymous with the rights and obligations of the
Parties that will be determined by a delimitation of a single
maritime boundary throughout the relevant area. It is for
these reasons that Yemen does not consider that the deci-
sion of the Tribunal on the traditional fishing regime should
have any impact on the delimitation of the maritime bound-
aries between the two Parties in the second stage.

In this connection, it is appropriate to refer to the 1994
Agreement between Yemen and Eritrea to which specific
reference is made in the Tribunal’s question. As can be seen
from its terms, the 1994 Agreement is entirely consistent
with the preservation of the traditional fishing regime
decided by the Tribunal in the first stage.

The Agreement was signed by the Minister of Fish Wealth
on behalf of Yemen and the Minister of Marine Wealth on

behalf of Eritrea. The latter, of course, also acts as Eritrea’s
Agent in the present arbitration.

It is significant that Paragraph | of the Agreement specifi-
cally provides for a fishing regime that is remarkably simi-
lar to that recognised in the Tribunal's first Award. That
paragraph provides, inter alia, that:

“Both the State of Eritrea and the Republic of Yemen shall
permit fishermen who are citizens of the two States, with-

_out limiting their numbers, and who carry cards to engage

in the occupation of fishing, to fish in the territorial waters
of the two States, the contiguous zone and the Exclusive
Economic Zone of the two countries in the Red Sea (with
the exception of the internal waters), provided that the fish-
ermen of the two countries be enumerated and that they be
granted official licenses to engage in the occupation of
fishing specifying the locations where they will be received
and may market their products in Appendix No. 1”.

Moreover, Paragraph 4 of the Agreement provides in rele-
vant part that the persons included in Paragraph 1 shall be
permitted to “market their fish products in the territory of
the other State and in the locations specified in Appendix
No. 1 of this Memorandum of Understanding”. The
Tribunal will note that these provisions are very similar to
the Tribunal's findings set out in paragraph 128 of the
Award in the first stage.

Unfortunately, the 1994 Agreement could not be fully
implemented at the time due to the events of 1995.
Nonetheless, the Agreement remains in effect, and Yemen
remains fully committed to its implementation. As can be
seen from its terms, the 1994 Agreement envisages a regu-
latory framework which is well suited to addressing the
kinds of concern raised by Eritrea in its pleadings regarding
traditional fishing in the region.

The Tribunal's question also makes reference to the
Agreement signed between the two Parties in November
1998. In Yemen’s view, this Agreement evidences the good
faith of both Parties in pursuing mutual cooperation in a
number of areas, including fishing. In particular, Article
1(d) of the Agreement provides for the formation of a
Committee for Cooperation in the Area of Fish Wealth and
Maritime Fishing. Pursuant to Article 3(4) of the
Agreement, this committee would be expected to address
the question of drafting a special agreement “in the area of
fish wealth, maritime fishing and the protection of the mar-
itime environment”.

With respect to the relevance of the 1994 and 1998
Agreements to the perpetuation of the traditional fishing
regime, it is appropriate to recall what counsel for Yemen
had to say on this matter during the oral hearings:

“Indeed, as Mr. Picard has shown, the Parties have already

established a framework for addressing the modalities of
their fishing activities in the Red Sea with their 1994 and
1998 agreements. These agreements could well represent a
very important context within which any further questions
between the Parties as to the preservation of the tradition-
al fishing practices mentioned in paragraph 526 of the
Award could be dealt with” (Transcript, Day 6, 13 July
1999, page 88).

Implementation of these two Agreements would also be
consistent with the letter of the President of the Tribunal,
dated 8 November 1998, which indicated that these issues
“are a matter for the Parties themselves to resolve in good
faith, bearing in mind what the Tribunal has found in
Paragraph 526 of the Award”.

In conclusion, Yemen considers that the Tribunal has
already deon the preservation of the traditional fishing
regime between the Parties in its first Award. The Award as
it stands is res judicata, and in view of the language of
Article 13, paragraph 3 of the Arbitration Agreement, it is
not appropriate to interpret the meaning and the scope of
the Award in the first stage at this point in the proceedings.
Therefore, and bearing in mind the framework that has been
established by the 1994 and 1998 Agreements, Yemen does
not believe that the traditional fishing regime needs to be
further taken into account in the delimitation of the mar-
itime boundary between the Parties at this stage of the pro-
ceedings
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CoOMMON SENSIE

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

The Handicapped State

he ultimate hope of ideal-
ists is that mankind will
not have need of govern-
ment and that society will
have reached such a state
as to be able to provide for all of its
needs on an equitable basis and a sys-
tematic manner. But ideals for the
moment shall remain ideals and even
the most progressive states are still
lacking in the wherewithal to free their
societies from the need for govern-
ment to ensure the equitable access to
the resources and services available to
such states. However government has
gone through many significant trans-
formations over the ages whereby the
citizens have now come to benefit
from greater empowerment, more
civil and human rights and accessibil-
ity to and ownership of the land’s
resources.
In addition to ensuring equitable
access to the resources and services
available to a society, government has
the equally important function of pro-
viding protection and security for all
of its citizens, their property and the
public assets of the society (After all
security is not meant to be just the
security of the ruling regime and its
key elements). In fact, one may sur-
mise this function to be a prerequisite
for enabling the government to under-
take the former function with relative
ease and satisfaction to the govemn-
ment and the governed alike. This
task also provides the safe atmosphere

and stability for the overall function-
ing and progress of the society. Thus,
it goes without saying that a govemn-
ment’s inability to provide for the pro-
tection and safety of the citizens and
their safe movement throughout the
territory under its sovereignty is a
clear sign that this government, for all
practical purposes, is a handicapped
one. Accordingly, such a government
can be construed as having failed in
the fulfillment of a fundamental cause
d’étre of government.

The Republic of Yemen has of late
become the victim of a serious securi-
ty lapse. Fear has become prevalent
among most of the citizens, whether
they are in the “safety of their homes”
or on the move for leisure or work.
When one leafs through the pages of
the partisan and independent press
(and sometimes the official press), one
cannot fail to miss the rise of violent
incidents, from week to week, with
reports of some form of violence com-
ing from all parts of the country. In
most cases human life has been lost
and bodily injury has been incurred in
one form or another. Even govern-
ment facilities have become targeted
lately for robberies or subversive pur-
poses, which are yet unclear.
Nevertheless, it is clear that we are
facing a serious security sifuation and
certainly the government is failing in
its ability to insure that the safety of
the citizens of the country and their
guests are guaranteed.

In the early part of the last decade,
much of the violence that erupted
then, mostly in Sana'a and Aden, was
linked to the mounting tic for tat
between the loosely tied factions that
made up the ruling regime (the
Yemeni Socialist Party, the People’s
General Congress and the Yemeni
Congregation for Reform-Islah -
Party). The decisive outcome of this
unsuccessful marriage was concluded
by the unfortunate and unnecessary
civil war during the summer of 1994,
where the two latter parties succeeded
in taking the whole pie to themselves.
That was all fine and dandy, but since
the end of that war, and the end of the
political reasons for the tic for tat, the
other reasons for the increase of vio-
lence took the lead in making the
security situation more unbearable
than it was, even during the transition-
ally period. It is not clear if all these
incidents can be tied politically, but it
seems obvious that the government
has failed in dealing with this serious
menace that stands in the way of the
country ever making any further
progress in any of its development
programs, or in attracting tourists and
investments from abroad.

The security situation has really gone
out of hand, to the point now, where
one does not have to wait for the
papers to come out, to get an idea
where the latest violent outbursts are
occurring. Even the city of Sana’a,
which is traditionally regarded as a

demilitarized zone and free from any
form of violent conflict, is now beset,
almost on a daily basis, with loud out-
bursts of gunfire or explosions that
disturb the peace of sleeping infants
and adults alike. In addition one can-
not fail to note that someone is bound
to come across a tale of an assault on
an unexacting cross-country traveler
by highway robbers, or kidnappers
seeking to embezzle the government
or a company of funds or other form
of repatriation in kind for their release.
The often-heard assumption that the
government may be aware of who is
behind such incidents makes the situa-
tion scarier. There are even cases
heard by this observer where the
offenders were in fact captured by
serious minded security officers, who
carry out their duties honorably and
respectably, only to be released a week
later by God knows who!

This observer, who happens to reside
in the periphery of the capital city,
along with most of the residents of the
vicinities surrounding Sana’a, would
probably find it hard to sleep at night
if there was not some outburst of gun-
fire — some of it very close indeed, or
explosion, as it has become common
noise to soothe the ears at night before
going to sleep. All kidding aside,
there is no clear sign of relief from the
increasing violence that has erupted
on a widespread basis throughout the
country. While the government's
alludes that this is something which all

societies are confronted with, it is
surely a new development for Yemen,
which has not seen this kind of vio-
lence among the citizenry. Of course
no one is neglecting the political wars
that ensued in the past, but on the
whole the citizens lived peacefully
and safely among themselves and
murder and robbery were regarded as
dishonorable and disgraceful. This
observer can recall travelling cross-
country, whether for work or family
leisure, without having any second
thoughts about being stopped any-
where. In situations where one was
stopped (in the late Eighties), due to
tribal disputes, etc. usually the road
block “attendants” would let us pass
very politely, once they see a family
inside or foreign businessmen accom-
panying us, or when they realize that
we are not their targeted foes. But
now, one would be frightened at the
thought of being sent anywhere with-
out heavily armed escorts. We are not
sure why this has all of a sudden
become the atmosphere we must live
under and we are not sure if there is
really any reason why this should be
an “acceptable norm”, like the other
societies are subjected to, if we can
accept the government's alibi.

It is widely believed that the govern-
ment is partly responsible for letting
the security situation get out of hand
and it is widely believed that the gov-
ernment is acting very laxly in dealing
with the offenders. Moreover, it is
widely felt that the inability of the
government to tackle the economic
slack has lead to the need for finding
illegitimate means for sustenance
among a large unemployed popula-
tion. Moreover, the increasing powers
and influence given to the sheiks and
other mob leaders has fostered an
increase of violence as these people
tend to enjoy their involvement in
“settling” the various incidents of vio-
lence that erupt everywhere, which

they never really do anyway.

It is time that the citizens of this coun-
try begin to taste peace again in their
homes and on the road. This is para-
mount if any progress is to be made in
any other areas. Farmers cannot be
expected to produce, if they know that
at least half of their harvests will be
subjected to pilferage. Manufacturers
cannot be expected to add new lines of
production, if they cannot be assured
that the existing lines will not be
blown up the next day. Investors can-
not be expected to put their funds in
projects that have to cost four times
their expected costs because of
embezzlers and other carpetbaggers
ready to swindle as much as they can
out of the project before it even gets
underway. Tourists cannot be expect-
ed to flock to a country, in which hos-
pitality means being a sleeping guest
with a gun pointed at the top of your
head, no matter what the reason is, and
no matter what assurances we give
that these are really “friendly kidnap-
pings”. Donors cannot be expected to
provide funds for government facili-
ties that are threatened by pilferage or
bombs thus rendering their support
useless or meaningless before the
Yemeni people have a chance to make
use of them.

The point to be made here is that the
government must act seriously and
firmly against those traitors who dis-
turb the peace and stability of the
country, whether they are people of
influence or not. Such people should
not be allowed to take the law into
their own hands and keep the govern-
ment in such a handicapped state that
it cannot even guarantee the safety and
protection of the citizens, most of who
already have had enough of the impo-
tency of the government in all the
other functions it is charged with. It
the security situation is not dealt with
effectively — and very soon, there is no
telling what is in store for the future.

The Arabs Present
The Arabs present is like a wall that
is about to collapse. Arabs have lost
all the meanings of brother-hood
and Arabic enthusiasm. That is not a
random speech, all Arabs acts con-
firm that truth.
Although all the common factors
and the participated destiny which
gather them, the gap between them
is getting wider and wider.
When the Arabi rulers think of
meeting, the disagreements
strengthen more and more. Even if
they met, there would be no hopeful
things.
In reality, it will be a great achieve-
ment if they just finished their sum-
mit conference as they expected.
So, there is a saying of “Arabs
agreed not to agree”.
As a result of all these disappoint-
ing aspects, Arab rights have been
neglected and their dignity has been
insulted. When any civilization get
rid of its values, it sentences itself
to death. In other words, if we want
to restore our glorious civilization,
we have to go back to our original
values, the values of brother-hood,
honesty, tolerance, etc. Unless, we
have to blame only ourselves.
Abdulghafoor Nagib Awad Al-
Hakimi, Sana’a

Dear Editor,
Let me first express my great admi-
ration for YT newspaper. I hope
you will continue the great job of
the late Dr. Abdulaziz as you are his
son. We all appreciate Dr. Saqqaf’s
role in human rights as well as
defending democracy. I sent an arti-
cle regarding the tribes of Yemen.
Amal Al-Saidy

Dear Editor,

At the beginning of my letter I don’t
agree with Mr. Mohammed Hatem
Al-Qadi in his Article. Because
there is no relation between the
Freedom of thought and
Expression. And what's introduced

or applied in the conference.
Because that’s interferes in our reli-
gion at same time there is no need
to bring New Ideas from outside
“ABROAD” while we have the
Quran between our hands full of
rules just if we follow only!! and
why do you cry for Morseel. For
none Muslim person who sings with
Quran words it’s better to cry for
the Quran. Thank you

Aref Malek, Hajjah

Solar Drying in Yemen

The Republic of Yemen is located in
the Southwest corner of the Arabian
Peninsula. It is situated in the sun
belt area of the word with monthly
average solar radiation 18 to 26
MJ/m2/day with over 3000 hours
per year clear blue sky.

Man has for long, used the sun for
drying food product, more recently
this simple utilization has been
developed to meet the requirement
of economizing on energy and min-
imizing its damaging effects on the
environment. At present solar ener-
gy has been accorded increasing
attention. Solar drying is one of the
possible applications of solar ener-
gy in Yemen, which confirms with
the society’s economic, social and
cultural levels of development. It is
concerned with the utilization of
solar dryers in drying of agricultur-
al products. Their is evident infor-
mation about sun and solar drying
in the literature. The traditional sun
drying of some local products in
Yemen such as grapes, coffee, pep-
per and tomato have been discussed
in some of our studies.

The need to assist in developing a
self-help technology for minimizing
the post harvest losses and to profit
the seasonal height inexpensive
production is the essential motive
for giving more attention to solar
dryers. Also in view of seasonal
nature and scattered locations of
agricultural products it is necessary
to propose an easy way for using

the sun for the production of dried
products.

Dr. Mohammed A. Al-Kathiri

Hadramout University of Science

Dear Editor,
I will be much obliged to you if you
read my letter whole. How happy 1
am to write and express my happi-
ness to success and continuity.
Yemen Times after the death of our
teacher Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
you really prove that YT stronger to
die.
I used to read YT every week for 5
years to profit by all texts and arti-
cles and earn many information.
Two months ago, I saw intensive
advertisements in many English
magazines and newspapers about
Halloween.
I have only Ilittle data about
Halloween that it's the last night of
October and it becomes a time for
parties where the children dress up
like witches and play all kinds of
special games such as “ducking for
apple” AND “TRICK OR TREAT”
and I hope that you will help me to
know more and more about this
occasion and how these games
“Ducking for Apple” and “Trick or
treat” might be played and why
these games so called?
Nabeel Ahmad
Al-Udain Street, Ibb.

Dear Editor,

I want to thank you for your excellent
viewpoint for this week. 1 wish if
Yemen Times continue calling for the
improvement of the educational sys-
tem, so that the new generation is
taught to be innovative and use his
mind freely, not only memorizing for
the sake of only getting useless certifi-
cates, degrees, etc.. Alhammedallah
Unification and Democracy have been
achieved, Ali Abdulallah Salih will be
ever remembered for these achieve-
ments and all the other wise elements
in the government, in particular Dr.Al-
Arianyi. These are very important

beginnings and would defiantly pave
the way for such improvements, but
we must put in our mind they are only
the beginnings. This way they will
gain the necessary confidence and
work for the best of our country, and
explore the hidden skills and talents.
There is no worse than undermining
someone’s mind and ability, anyone,
who leads to his/her acceptance that
his/her existence is just an added num-
ber to the mass population, then to
his/her being unproductive.
If this is the case, this will be the
beginning of a real devolved modern
Yemen that would produce great
thinkers, innovators and restore
Yemen to its normal position not only
in the region but internationally, we
deserve that, otherwise we will be
damned by the next generation.
Yemen is a great nation and our people
are unique.
Once again I would like to thank
Yemen Times and its Chief Editor Mr.
Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf for their
endless effort to discuss and bring the
attention to these important issues.
Keep this excellent work and wish you
all the best and success.

Raouf Hussain

RE Article on Education

I understand the authors concern was
to highlight difficulties in the school-
ing process, however lets evaluate the
source of the cure. Is the teacher pow-
erless to make changes or just a victim
of the ministry of Education?

The teacher is in his/her class most of
the time working alone and has little
outside control compared to inside
control. If change is to come, there can
only be one source of a cure which has
to be from the teacher himself. This
means the Ministry while it could pro-
vide more professional development
tools to teachers, really have little
power over the teacher. If a teacher
doesn’t wish to change once he has his
job and degree, which will really make
him go to a higher standard. On the
other hand a teacher who wishes to

become a better teacher can do so on
his own. How? Reading books, using
step by step trial and error process,
there are so many ways! May Allah
first bless all teachers, and secondly
help them become able to show off
Yemeni wisdom.

Adam Quraishi
Dear Editor,
Thank you for your efforts, to make
Yemen known. And allow me please
to express my feeling and impression
after I have red some pages of your
newspaper. In fact first I felt very
Happy to see my country mates pro-
ducing such great thing ‘Yemen
Times Newspaper”, but frankly I felt
very shame reading about the dirty
streets  and people bad customs, in
your view point. This is not because I
deny that we have such dirty streets
and bad customs, but because talking
about negative things does not serve
me as a Yemeni abroad nor does it
serve Yemen.
Make sure that you defame me and
every Yemeni ‘including your per-

sonal’ You defame our love Yemen, in
front of the outsider when you are
writing about every bad thing in
Yemen. Don’t we have good thing to
tell people about it? Doesn’t Yemen
have good thing to show the world, we
want people to like us, we want people
to respect us, we want to tell the others
we are like any people we have small
bad and we have lots of good things.
You are showing Yemen to the world,
show as you like it. To be more frank
with you I am afraid of foreigners
around me to read Yemen Times. I
want to see something I can take pride
of, I can introduce it to every friend
and acquaintance near by me, some-
thing I can tell every one I say, come
and see our newspaper come and see
how beautiful our country, Yemen.
Finally I would like to tell you that I
am not interested in seeing my words
published, but I am very interested to
hear that you have read my letter care-
fully. Sorry if 1 misbehaved, but I
think my good excuse that you believe
in democracy.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Sana’a Beverages & Industrial Co. Ltd., the franchisee of the Coca-
Cola Company in Yemen is looking for Training & Development

Manager.

Reporting to the General Manager, the T&D Manager is responsible for:
Recommending and developing training solutions to the Sales

Department.

Delivering training programs in particular to Salesmen and Sales

Supervisors.

Ensuring that training is implemented and used on the job.
The overall development of the company’s Human Resources.

The ideal candidate must have the following qualifications:

University graduate in Business Administration or equivalent.
Two to five years experience in Sales of FMCG or equivalent.

Command of Arabic and English.

Good communication skills.

Salary will not be a constraint for the right candidate.

Please send a detailed C.V. addressed to:

The General Manager,
Sana’a Beverages & Ind. Co. Ltd.,
PO Box 456, Sana’a
Republic of Yemen
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The Economic Reform Program

Less Dutles for the Government, and the Weakness of Successful Authorities

ne is tmally astomshed
when looking at the
steps initiated and fol-
lowed by the govern-
ment since the imple-
mentation of the Reform Program.
Every citizen feels that these steps are
unfair to him and have taken the nice
smile, the self-confidence, and the
dignity away from the Yemeni faces,
which were known for that forever.
Nonetheless, the government is con-
tinuously arguing and insisting that the
country was rescued by the surgeries
that were conducted by the govern-
ment which resulted in the stability of
the exchange rate at YR 160 for $1
forgetting that it was only YR 60
before implementing the Reform
Program.
Besides this huge collapse of the indi-
viduals’ incomes that caused an equiv-
alent collapse of morals, social and

economical instability and an increase
of bribery, cheating, and forgeries- an
observer expects a similar collapse in
the quality of the services provided by
the state in the fields of road construc-
tion, health, education, water and elec-
tricity supply.

Apparently the state under misleading
advice is getting away from its duties
towards funding these services and
putting them to organizations funded
by loans and grants that will end one
day. Only then we will all discover
that the state has forgotten its respon-
sibilities towards the citizens and it's
stuck trying to find financiers for the
urgent services.

Indeed, to prove, one can look through
the repeated items of the government
Investment Project List during the past
years. Then a comparison of these to
those funded by loans or
grants with consideration of
the degree of seriousness in
implementing both, will give

What is a Gabyala (Tribalism)?

Pro’s and

Con’s!

15! in a series of 3

(4 e created you male
and female and
divided you into

nations and tribes so you can
know one another. Of you the most
blessed by Allah is the most
pious.” - Holy Qu'ran.

This is what is mentioned in the
Holy Qu’ran however, this isn’t
practiced. | wonder why?

In these series of articles I plan to
first describe what Gabyala
(Tribalism) is according to the
Yemeni culture, as well as the
pro’s and con’s. Second, I plan to
describe what is being practiced in
reality.

Third, I plan to describe what we
need to keep Gabyala practiced in
its purest form, as well as its
importance in the Yemeni culture.
Despite the fact that Gabyala has
been associated lately with kid-
napping, according to the Yemeni
culture is a traditional set of values
, customs, laws, attitude and dress
that distinguishes Yemen from the
rest of the Arab world and the
world in general.

Gabyala has given Yemen the
honor that has reached a level of
respect unattainable by others.
Gabyala has given Yemen its right-
eous respect because it is associat-
ed with mainly positive character-
istics such as the demand for
respect and honor, generosity, hos-
pitality, Yemeni pride, wise judge-
ment, fair laws and a gabili (one
who follows gabyala) is judged
and respected according to the
extent of how much they follow
the above code.

Although I have talked about what
Gabyala is and its positive aspects,
I feel I have to be truthful in giving
the negative aspects of it in gener-
al , since I will get into the nega-
tive aspects in part II.

In general, I feel certain traditions
such as the high dowry to get mar-
ried, the extravagance of gather-
ings and the stubbornness to make
peace with other tribes is very
negative and gives Gabyala a bad
name.

However, I feel the most negative

aspect of Gabyala that has given it -

a bad reputation is not only the
hypocrisy in the way it is practiced
, but the unbalance of power
among the tribes. The might

makes right attitude is not what
Gabyala is all about ,
pushed its nose in.

What I have written here today is a
brief description of what Gabyala
is and in the next two parts 1 plan

but it has

on analyzing the hypocrisy in the
way it is practiced and why we
need to maintain it to maintain our
righteous and deserving spot in the
Arab world and the world in gen-
eral.

The hypocrisy in the way Gabyala
is practiced is the reason for the
destruction of Yemen, when in
reality if Gabyala was practiced in
its purest form Yemen would be
the model to the world socially,
politically, economically, morally;
as our ancestors were before us.

It was faith and Gabyala that
fought the oppression from others
on Yemen and freed Yemen from
its Oppressors.

It was also the reason why the
prophet Mohammed (PBUH)
respected Yemen so much. He said
“Faith is Yemeni and Judgement is
Yemeni.”

This is an important tradition and
the next two parts will analyze the
problems and solutions.
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all the evidence. When a visitor asking
for a service project at any Ministry,
the answer is always, “we have no
budget” or “ we are looking for loan!!
So what is left for the government to
do? Where are our own resources?
What is more dangerous is that, there
are hands trying to outreach the suc-
cessful projects of this government
and the previous ones. They are trying
to remove or freeze the best achieve-
ments in smart ways such as emerg-
ing, dividing privatizing, reducing
budgets and, ... etc

One can not avoid the idea that the
World Bank and the Donor countries
have a role in convincing the govern-
ment of taking some unfair steps
against the successful authorities,
funds, and organizations. This is tak-
ing in consideration reports of corrup-

tion of some types. Definitely, there is
corruption in these authorities as well
as in the whole system. However, it is
less effective in damaging when
accompanied by success, and achieve-
ments if there is a strong intention to
fight corruption, it should start by
those organizations that are less
achieving and more corrupted. And to
fight corruption we must not at all stop
building the infrastructures.

It is significant, that the organizations,
authorities and funds supporting the
government has provided during few
years more than what was provided by
the state’s investment program for
many years. It has become the whole
government in the eyes of people due
to the significance of its services that
can be found in the town as well as the
country.
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A good example is the GAREW, The
General Authority for Rural
Electricity and Water. Mr. President in
one of his several visits to the country
highly appreciated the GAREW. He
said that whenever he sees a water net
in a remote village he sees an evidence
of the state, something really exists.
We too as people of the country must
hail the GAREW for the services pro-
vided for the rural areas at a price that
something goes to 50% of that of
towns served by the EGC and the
GCWS. When one looks at the
GAREW budget and the implemented
projects and the geographical area
coverage, one would feel respect for
its achievements and whoever partici-
pated in making them available.

The same applies to the rest of the
authorities and funds such as the gen-
eral authority for Roads and Bridges,
the Agricultural and Fisheries fund,
the youth fund, the Social Security
fund, the general authority for insur-
ance and Pensions, the Yemeni Board
for Roads and Bridges, ... etc. These
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big names are providing services and
support to the citizens during difficult
times.

The government might be advised
wrongly that the existence of more
than one organization to provide the
same service is an unnecessary load on
the back of the budget and something
that should be removed. It is said that
this causes duality in implementing
these projects. 1 completely disagree
with that. Our country is vast and it
needs great efforts toward develop-
ment at least for a coming 10 years.
As for the duality problem, the exist-
ing laws and charters are able to
organize and specify duties of every
authority and every body in the admin-
istrative system.

To conclude, one should plead to the
government not to destroy its major
organizations and to think before feel-
ing sorry. If you can not support them
and increase their revenues please, at
least, leave them alone. Remember,
they might be of great value at the par-
liament!
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For close to three millennia, Jordan has
played host to a caravan of different
cultures. As they traded and transited,
they were treated to a welcome,
uniquely Jordanian, amazingly warm.
Today, you can enjoy the same caring
hospitality not only on ground, but in the air.
On board every Royal Jordanian flight,
in fact. On Crown Class, on Economy,
en route to all our 45 destinations.
Come and enjoy its rare comforts.

The time is just perfect.

The traditions go back
3,000 years. The welcomes
are just as warm today.
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Ceilings Without Beams

may presume that the present
reality of state institutions indi-
cates that they are still incomplete
with structure and organisation,
and are in great need of appropriate
administration and efficient cadre.
Active efforts must be exerted to
straighten courses and reform adminis-
tration and deficiencies prevalent in it.
To revive the positive and constructive
values in the society, and to get rid of
all negative forms in this respect, it is
necessary to work for upgrading the
ideas needed for running work in such
institutions. The objective will be to
stand at the threshold of sound devel-
opment.
Speaking about development, how to
achieve it and what is the active power
in our society for doing it, we would
find out that renewal and updating
human and material potentials is the
major factor for fulfilling this end. Any

VACANCY

Al-Qimma Foods Co.

announces the

vacancy:

Financial Manager

The candidate must be a

university graduate,

years of experience, must be
fluent in both English and
Arabic and has computing

abilities.
All applications
may please be
sent to fax:
01-413997
Tel: 01-413996

construction and reform program
should be based on development in
order to be successful and fruitful.

In order to start comprehensive devel-
opment and implement a program for
construction and reform it is necessary
to pinpoint the major obstacles facing
the program. We have to explore the
ways and exert serious efforts for elim-
inating them.

Another major hindrance in this regard
is the weakness of planning, supervi-
sion and local control by the central
apparatus, in addition to weakness of
local administration. Conflicting laws
and decisions have also led to instabil-
ity of economic legislations. This has
made all try to look for legal gaps to
escape and try to outflank the regula-
tions and try to find unofficial channels
and twisted ways. One of the causes of
some serious consequences is that of
the adverse relationship between poli-
tics and econo-
my. It appears
clearly in subject-
ing economy to
political factors
and that clearly
leads to serious
consequences the
price of which is

Ltd.
following

have 4-5

Hadramout friends Society as recently as
very knowledgeable about yemen and it’s history, and
even after leaving, was called on to assist out country, He
will be greatly missed.

Prof.Dr. Abdullah abdulwali Nasher
Minister of Public Health, Yemen

paid by the innocent citizen. It is there-
fore inevitable and necessary to exam-
ine the relationship between politics
and economy to be able to attain the
level of comprehensive development
and raise the standard of the people’s
life and provide dignified living.
There is no denying that the program
of construction and reform has resulted
in many accomplishments in the social
services area, but the level of perform-
ance is unfortunately is still low. In the
sector of education for instance, the
level of reform did not work to connect
education outputs with requirements of
economic and social development,
which could be ascribed to the big pro-
fessional and specialization shortage.
There is also weakness in relationship
between the university and the society.
There is also a remarkable.
Weakness is also traceable in the field
of health services, whether in treatment
services or in local management in that
of health securities and non-supervi-
sion on private clinics and pharmacies.
It could be concluded out of all this,
the absence of active contribution for
achieving comprehensive develop-
ment that all peoples seek to realize.
Najma Ali

‘ ‘ would like to express my condolence and
deep sadness over the death of Mr. . 2§

Jame

Ellis. James was a great friend to yemen for
nearly half a century, as well, as a personal
friend. From the time he first came to yemen in the early
1950s as a military commander of the bedouin army in
Hadramaut and Mahra, later becoming advisor to the
sultan of Hadramout as well as the sultan of mahra

showed his love for yemen thought his long and dedicat-
ed service, Even after he left our country in 1967, he
remained a friend to yemen until his death last week.
Since leaving, he served both as vice president of the
Yemeni British Friendship Society, and as president of

1997. He was

"

Just An Opinion

By: Mohammed Khic r

s people working in the fir.d of

press and other mass media, we

usually get acquainted with and

follow up various kinds of news
and reports on events and activities taking
place in different parts on the Earth. One of
the eye-catching news is that of world
non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
working in various fields of human life and
active in different walks of life. These
NGOs have abolished the natural and man-
made frontiers dividing the nations and
nation-states of the globe, adopting a
humanitarian and international identity not
taking into consideration racial, religious
and national affiliation in their humanitari-
an work, in other words they have adopted
a globalized identity and a global-wide
sphere of action. They have so far managed
to offer help to people and communities
wherever they are in the world and have
succeeded in defending their offended
rights and publicizing their grievances in
various effective ways of expression. Our
Arab world is not excluded from its agenda
and list of action. And these organizations
are assuming many different names and
having many specialties commensurate to
the profession their members are affiliate
of. I am not here to give an idea on what
these organizations are or their work
because this is not something new and they
are well-known and existent long time ago.
I mainly intend to call the attention to the
absence of such humanitarian non-govern-
mental organizations from even the Arab
arena, let alone the international’s. Does
that mean that there are not such organiza-
tions in the Arab countries? Or if we pre-
sume the existence of such organizations,
are they in a state of an all-season hiberna-
tion until further notice? For up to now I
have not heard or known of any activity of
such organizations playing any significant
role, at least inside our Arab fold.
Whatever problems or tragedies our Arab
people are faced with at any time or place
of our homeland we only come to know of
activities done in our favor by such organ-
izations from outside the Arab world, they
are European, American or Japanese or
from any other parts of the world but not
Arab or even Moslem. Sometimes we hear
of an Arab or Moslem organization offer-
ing help to peoples in other parts of the
world though not on a regular basis but
none or rather very rarely to their Arab or
Moslem brethren. I not against or opposed

to such humanitarian activities on part of
Arab groups or charitable organizations but
I would rather insist on the principle that
“CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME ** first,
without neglecting the playing of humani-
tarian roles.

Our professional syndicates, political par-
ties and mass and professional organiza-
tions are called upon to establish their own
NGOs and actively exercise their role for
serving our Arab and Moslem society all
over the Arab- Moslem homeland. Their
task should not be confined to within the
boundaries of their respective countries or
be restricted to acts of charity and offering
aids in cases of natural disasters. It should
take a broader scope and dimensions, such
as human rights. Arab-Moslem NGOs
should set up a sort of coordination of
action and alliance among themselves,
rejecting to recognize the artificial borders
demarcating and separating our Arab peo-
ple into separate identities.

Let’s for instance cast a scrutinizing look
at the reality of our 22-state Arab home-
land. Politically speaking, they adopt 22
different political regimes and systems,
acting on an individual basis, internally
and in foreign affairs, although the govern-
ments of all these states hold the same
nationality , speak the same language and
follow the same religion. Each of them pur-
sues different political system and different
economic and social policies, without the
existence of coordination or actual cooper-
ation. The nationals of in each country
have to get entrance visas to travel from
one country to another, like foreigners
from various nationalities.

Economically, the rich countries invest
their money and resources abroad, while
the poor ones have to seek loans and assis-
tance from abroad, i.e., from foreign coun-
tries, banks or monetary funds, and often
must subdue to very strict and hard condi-
tions. These policies have been reflected on
behavior of the people in each of|
these countries towards their
brethren.

Isn’t it an abnormal, regrettable} With deepest grieve we condole

and shameful reality and stae of| Gerrit's wife, Ms. Sonja, his family and

f:;s W e Inning? all his friends and whish all the
e world nations are bent on ; 4

fomaing lacge and strong blocs patience for his loss.

and groupings, we are deter-

mined to reinforce our division NABEEL ALGERMOZI

and individual identities. Multi-
national Europe has vowed and
succeeded not to bid farewell to

CON

the 2nd millennium before the realization
of its political, economic and monetary
unity. I wonder and do not know why we
have not studied the European experiment
and followed suit. Could the reason be
ascribed to the supposition that ours is a
hopeless case? Personally I do not think so.
We possess all ingredients and components
of unity, or at least real coordination and
cooperation and integration. An initiative is
needed to be taken. We are in need of
courage and courageous people to take the
lead and step in the right direction in this
respect. It is the responsibility of the Arab
people and their organizations and political
parties in the first place, not only the sov-
ereigns and governments. The people and
their organizations should adopt a pressure
role. They can play the role of achieving
reconciliation and rapprochement among
the Arab sovereigns and bring them togeth-
er to regain Arab solidarity and sincere
cooperation for the benefit of the entire
Arab nation. Arab political parties and
organizations and NGOs have to stop their
adoption of negative neutrality versus the
serious challenges facing the Arab nation
and homeland.

The first step is that these parties and
organizations should unify their stands
towards various questions in the Arab
homeland, internally and externally. Then
they can move to address these issues with
their respective governments. All Arab
sovereigns are not aliens and would not
oppose to see their people united and coop-
erative. This, to be acknowledged, is not a
simple task because it involves many com-
plications and multilateral issues evolved
across decades of disputes and division. It
is also on the other hand an urgent one and
an issue of destiny for the entire Arab
nation, and time is running short before it
becomes an incurable issue. Despite all the
difficulties accompanying such efforts, the
determination to achieve their goal is
worthwhile to follow. It is a fact that the
march of a thousand miles begins with one
step. Let’s take this step and now !
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ailure of students in their
schools is a major issue that
concerns parents and educators
on equal footing. The sad sen-
. tence "I flunked” has been spoken too
 many times; it has caused too many
tears, and too much self-recrimination,
- too much resentment, too much surren-
der. Such evils usually affect both the
 failure student and his parents.
A school is the child’s first out-in-the-
world testing ground. His success in
school usually feeds his personality and
failure can very well wither it
Therefore, it is extremely important for
everybody to know the causes of failure
so we can assist our children be away
from.
Adcann i i B i . . - """'-_—'"—"—What CHRINES railm
. ”*ngj‘t‘:“ﬁ@ . 1. The tension and fears: Almost all
“xf’;%;’*”%&“’m“m . students have some tensions and fears
when they know they are about to sit for
examination or test. Some can over-
come the nervousness and do their best.
- With many others, not only on tests and
exams but also in daily classroom work.
Failure causes failure. Some students,
especially those with over sensitive
feelings are so frightened at the thought
of failure that they do not do their best
~ and they come out far below their best.
2. Laziness and boredom: A few stu-
dents fail because they do not try hard
- enough. Perhaps they are not encour-
~ aged by their parents or teachers to put
forth their best efforts. They are bored
~ with work that is too easy for them, or
 they give up before they start because
 they have a vague, uneasy feeling that
~ the work is too hard.
3. Unsuccessful efforts: Some students
fail to meet the requirements of their
~ grades, although they may try very hard
- and may have the ability. These stu-
dents may be handicapped by day to
. day study habits or they may never
~ have been taught how to prepare for a
test. Some students, although they are
making an honest worthy effort, actual-
ly are unable to achieve a remarkable
MQ;&;;”; ;“:"””’ A ~ success because they were absent or not
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bt o . _ . . paying attention when an assignment
m%@@@f : - ' '  was explained. They think they under-
stand what has been assigned to them to
- do but they really do not under-

own businesses, spending the major
portion of their time out of their houses
and usually come back home late. They
usually leave their kids alone or with
their housemaids or sometimes with
their grandparents. Their children may
waste their time watching TV programs
for hours leaving their schoolwork
aside. Some of these students especial-
ly the big ones may find it as a good
time to phone each one of their friends
talking about useless things. Moreover,
some parents have no interest in their
children’s school tasks. In this case a
like disinterest is created in the part of
the child. Such children find success
very hard.

6. Teachers many contribute to the
student’s failure too: Those teachers,
who set impossible tasks for their stu-
dents, those who show a lack of interest
in helping a student when he is having
a difficulty, or those who don’t encour-
age him when he is doing his best will
increase the likelihood of work that is
under par. Some teachers expect all
children to measure up to the same
standards, they assign to the less able
student work that is too difficult for him
and don't give the brilliant student sof-
ficient challenge. Under these circum-
stances, it is certain that some students
will fail.

7. Paying no attention to the individ-
ual differences: A good many failures
in school arise as a result of the individ-
ual differences - differences in capacity,
in maturity, in temperament. Some stu-
dents unquestionably do not have the
mental ability to learn what other stu-
dents do have. They will neither keep
up nor catch up. Other students will fail
because they are asked to learn some-
thing they are not yet mature enough to
understand. Although any classroom
contains a wide range of mental ability
from the very dull to the very bright,
almost all the Yemeni schools by tradi-
tion have a standard for each grade.
While many children meet such stan-
dards some will not and will have to
repeat. In this case, especially for the
young students, deciding “repeats”
should be discussed by the teachers,
principal and the parents together to
figure out a suitable method to deal
with that kid to get him not be shocked
or frustrated by the news of repeating

decision.

How to avoid this type of failure:
Competent teachers have to recognize
that children are different and prepare
to vary their teaching as best as they can
according to the students individual
rates of development. They also have to
scale learning tasks of their students to
somewhere near their abilities.

In first grade, for instance, the good
teachers will encourage the bright chil-
dren to being reading at once, let the
average students proceed at an average
rate, and reassure the slow that it is all
right for them to wait a while.

If the parents have an interest in their
child’'s work, that will reinforce the
child’s interest. Some parents never ask
their child about anything related to
their schoolwork so the child may
become subject to failure repeatedly
because they have no interest in learn-
ing. Then when they grow up they will
be very likely to quit the school. Some
parents do not keep in touch with the
school so they have no awareness of
poor work when it begins and it contin-
ues to be worse and worse. The result is
that nothing is done before the situation
gets out of hand. It will be very useful,
if parents volunteer in schools. They
can do wonderful things through help-
ing the teachers in the classrooms and
of it particularly with primary levels.
Such positive activity is completely
rare in Yemen. On the contrary, many

Causes of School Failure and How to Help
Our Kids Overcome Them

parents volunteer in different school
programs in the other countries espe-
cially America.

Giving a child good study conditions at
home is very crucial because it helps
learning. That requires providing the
child with a desk of his own in some
quite corner of the house, establishing
rules about turning on the television
and not engaging him in other activities
before studying.

Psychologists in schools can play an
important role. They collect the data
about each student - physical and psy-
chological. The information gained
could be used usefully for helping the
students by holding a conference,
which the parent of the student, the
teacher and the principal discuss what
they can do for helping the students.
Some students have a high level of
intelligence but because they are emo-
tionally disturbed, their performance
gets worse and worse till they get some-
body who listen, understand and give
them the proper advice.

Failures due to lack of ability can not be
eliminated, but the severity of its effects
on children can be reduced. A sympa-
thetic teacher and an understanding par-
ent, working in harmony and with the
child, can assist him in growing with
some feeling of success. Let's create
and grow that sort of feeling - “success”
- in our kids and the results will be fas-
cinating.

A Spectacular Cowhoy Music Night at the Sheraton

A spectacular cowboy music
performance was held on
Saturday at  Kawkaban
Ballroom in the Sana'a
Sheraton Hotel by Bob
Livingston, Director of Texas
Music International, and his
son Ravi. The event was
attended by H.E. Ms. Barbara
Bodine, Cultural Attache and a
cowboy music lover, Dr. Chris
Eccel, and a number of minis-

ters, ambassadors, diplomats, journalists and other people who all were excit-
ed by the performance. The wonderful songs sung by the Livingston were:
Country Roads, Oklahoma Hills, This Land is Your Land, Poncho and Lefty,
South of the Border, Cowboys and Border, Cowboys and Indians, Mahatma
Gandhi and Sitting Bull, Waiting for a Train, Take Advantage of You Chance,
Whoopi-ki-yi-yo, Cool Water, Not Fade Away, That’ll be the day.

- stand.

- 4, Poor health and illness: Some

 students fail to do their required
e \w o ” - schoolwork because of poor health.
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he violence phenomenon
against women is a clear
transgression for human

rights and freedoms.

Daily actions and deal-
ings with women are blemished by
many unjust acts which make
women victims of different kinds of
violence. Violence is an old social
phenomenon which all societies suf-
fer from regardless of its social, eco-
nomic and educational effects.
However, in Yemen, this phenome-
non has taken new forms, some of
which are physical, psychological
and sexual.
What is meant by the term violence
against women, as stated in the
Universal Declaration on Human
Rights “to terminate violence
against women”, is any act of vio-
lence based on sex which will or
may lead to sexual or psychological
harm or physical pain for women. It
also includes threatening of doing
such acts, coercion and despotic
deprivation of freedom whether in
private or public life.
Our religion has encouraged
respect and entire equality between
men and women in rights and
duties. These acts are represented
in murder, rape, abduction, commit-
ting suicide or attempting any of
these.
Official statistics for the years 96 &
97 show that there is an increase in
the rate of violence crimes against
women in Yemen. In 96, (66)
women were intentionally killed and
the number increased to 108 in 97.
This number has also doubled in 98
and even exceeded that as pointed
out by the statistics in 99.
There are also, 56 women who were
raped in 96, and 40 others in 97
most of whom have not reached the
age of 15. Statistics also reveal that
house ladies are more vulnerable to
violence acts and female kids are
also subject to different kinds of vio-
lence crimes (abduction, murder &

rape)

260518/260519/7919600/7919666
Fax: Ext.12 Sana’

The reasons behind these violence
crimes against women in Yemen are
family problems, carelessness, or
money aggregation. There are sev-
eral ways in which these crimes are
carried out against women like
guns, white weapons and hands. In
addition, women are subject to other
sorts of violence through the imple-
mentation of discriminated laws and
legislations which do not put social
gender into consideration like
nationality and personal status laws.
For example, not accepting women
in the High Institute for Judiciary.
Moreover, when women become
subject to assault from others, they
face a doubled tragedy for, on the
one hand, they are a victim of men’s
crimes and , on the other hand, they
do not get fair treatment from exec-
utive authorities especially when
these crimes are committed by fam-
ily members. Women are also pro-
hibited from reporting these crimes
and when the results of an assault
are very big, usually one of the rela-
tives would take the victim to the

‘hospital where she can be treated.

Doctors are not told the reasons
behind these injuries and doctors
themselves do not report these
assaults and so cases become
closed.

Women are also subject to violence
in schools which make her fear edu-
cation for she can not take the risk
that come along with it.

Despotic divorce is also another
form of violence against women.
Some husbands divorce their wives
when marrying another woman and
thereby depriving them of their heir-
loom. Women in villages are suffer-
ing even more. A village woman
said: “We wake up early and work
all day and at the end we do not get
our simplest rights. We turn into
slaves in our works and even risk
our lives and in the end all we find is
brutal family treatment and depriva-
tion of education and other rights.
Women in villages work all day suf-
fering physical violence and tired-
ness with complete disregard of
their physical formation and their
rights as humans.
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Some women
are subject to
despotic
divorce often
for no reason,
only because
the husband'’s
financial con-
ditions have
improved or
because  of §
problems
between the
two families.
A woman who
has been a
victim of despotic marriage said:
“My father got me married when |
was 14. | was still young then and |
was not aware of what marriage
was. | paid a high price for this mar-
riage of my strength and youth dur-
ing which | was subject to suffering
and torture for two years. Then, |
was dumped by my husband and
now | got nothing because he has
taken and sold all the gold and other
things that | got. During our mar-
riage | never refused anything he
wanted from me and now my
daughter and | are lost, so who is
responsible for that?

In Sana’a University the Women
Studies Center was closed by the
presidency of the university saying
that this center runs suspicious
activities. A teacher said, “The clo-
sure of the center is a mere violence
against us and all women in Yemen.
The center does not exercise suspi-
cious activities, it is merely a scien-
tific and research center. However,
violence against women is being
exercised by government and there
are certain authorities which stand
behind these decisions under the
cover of religion.”

Is not the discard of more than 150
students of different specializations
and studies the worst of violence
levels.

In addition to that women in Yemen
face violence even in accusation
and punishment. They live inside
half-broken cells which lack many
life necessities where they become
open for all kind so of diseases, vio-

lence and brutal punishment even if
they are still at the accusation level.
Official reports, despite all fallacies
they contain, revealed that there are
more than 2000 women in the offi-
cial prisons of the city of Sana’a
only. Half of these were subject to
violations and fierce beating and
were forced to admit crimes they did
not commit. There is also a great
number who is subject to rape and
physical assault by those who run
these jails.

It is the government responsibility to
put satisfactory and persuasive
solutions to these violations through
passing laws that recognize women
rights. The government should also
stop violence against women and
keep good eye on women whether
in villages or in prisons.

There are more than 15 non-gov-
ernmental organizations to support
women in Yemen and government
organizations are even more.
However, these mechanisms are
nothing among the organized vio-
lence which is exercised against
women who pay for a fault they
have never made.

So these organizations should do
something to protect women instead
of living in the middle of political dis-
putes. These organizations should
perform their role and not just stand
and represent certain parties.
Finally, when would the violence
against women stop? And when
would international conferences for
women be effective in the middle of
all this abuse and violence?
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