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| = Yemen's Foreign Minister
(UMART BNORR GENICOMIM| ;i 10dir — Bajammal
emphasized the impor-

tance of holding regular
Arab Summit meetings to
discuss issues of common
concern to the Arab states
during the Arab League
Foreign Minister’s
Conference held last
Saturday in Beirut. “This
initiative was not but a
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ki 0 product of all the proposed
ng measures and recommendations of the previous

summits.” he said.

He urged his colleagues to adopt a certain technique
to regulate the Arab League meetings and discuss
g the emergency situations immediately and in detail
| in order to avoid any obstacles in the way of the
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Minister Bajammal in t

Power Cuts Disrupt Press

The past few days have been seeing the practice of
the old new habit of repeated power outage in
Sanaa’s City for reasons known only by those in
| charge of electricity power at the Ministry of

Lea eeting in Beirut:

Yemen Stresses Importance
of Having Regular Arab Summits

rent political, economic, cultural, and social
frustrations which the Arabs are being sub-
jected to.” The meeting was held in Beirut to
symbolize what is made to appear as solid
Arab support for the Lebanese people in

Arab sohdanty to address su-c-h emergency situa-

tions. He also confirmed that all these meetings
should be held openly and frankly with transparen-
cy being the rule rather than the exception.

Bajammal added “We have to announce to all that
that our fraternal Lebanese people are not alone in
their holy struggle. On the other hand he made it
clear that words are not enough to Israel back out
of Lebanon. What is needed are serious and practi-
cal Arab reactions against such aggressions and bar-
barity. Among what he also said was that Yemen
will not give up its support for a comprehensive and

the wake of continued Israeli attacks on
Lebanese civilians and civilian infra-
structure facilities and since Israel has
declared that the Memo
Understanding of April 1996 has, for all
| practical purposes ended. The one day
' meeting culminated in a 10 point com-
j| munique which among other things sug-
! gested that even those Arab states that
have normalized relations with Israel
ought to review the relations, which
implied that such relations can be bro-
ken as easily as they were made. In
addition the Arab Foreign Ministers confirmed the
need to make do on the previous commitments of
the Arab League members to provide the necessary
financial and logistical support to Lebanon to
rebuild the destruction and the damages caused by
the Israeli attacks. The meeting itself suggested that
this is the first time that the Arab League came out
with decisive declarations of support and was the
strongest collective action since perhaps the 1973
War against Israel and the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon in the mid 1980s.
The forum was concluding with the the long await-
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— Electricity.

Repeated power outage do not only impede the
work at factories but transcend that to involve
the media work, especially the press, causing
confusion and chaos to this vital activity.

Any journalist can work and write his articles
in the candle light, but modern technology has
not yet developed candle-powered equipment
and therefore printing machines and computers
~| are run solely by electricity. Repeated power
failure causes damage to electric equipment
| like fridges, TV sets and other household
appliances, owned by citizens paying electric-
ity bills on a regular basis.

Citizens complaints against the Ministry of
Electricity have become countless but the lat-
ter does turn deaf ears and refer them to their
drawers. What is worse is that the government
is intending to raise prices of some commodi-
ties and services including electricity. More
critical is the situation with press, especially
when power outage occur at times the newspa-
pers are preoccupied in issuing their editions
due to be at the hands of readers early next day.
The Yemen Times newspaper was on Sunday
morning a victim of power failure. All the
members of its staff were very busy working
on the next issue for Monday. At 10:00 a.m.
on Sunday two workers from electricity
authority used a ladder and climbed to the top
of a nearby electricity pole, cut power cables
and left the place without any prior notice, all
of a sudden work inside the newspaper build-
. ing came to a standstill. The newspaper admin-
‘@' istration made many contacts with the elec-
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I S === tricity authority informing the people there
UNITED TRAVEL, TOURSIM | ahout the incident. The authority responded
Oﬁjy&ﬁ:e > =1 only about four hours later and the power was

Air frights sea restored to the newspaper under the justifica-

fright serveces § tion that cutting the power supply to the build-

ing was by mistake for another building was

meant by that measure. So simple, just a mis-

take made by a worker, but one wonders why

=1 such mistakes are so often repeated, and when
| are they to stop?
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fair peace settlement in the region. Yemen will not
engage in any efforts to drive Israel back from the

ed Beirut Declaration, which clearly expressed
support to Lebanon against Israeli oppression.

It is worth noting that Al-
Sheiba is a judicial personali-
ty who has fought diligently to
reform the judicial process
and has insisted on the inde-
pendence of the judiciary
from any executive authority
in a democratic framework. Al-Sheiba is also credited
with having freed many prisoners who were arrested
without cause and without due process of law. Al-
Sheiba was also the prosecutor general representative
against the 16 accused secessionists (including Ali
Salim Al-Beid) after the 1994 civil war of 1994.

This represents one of the first attempts to seek politi-
cal asylum by many who have become openly disgrun-
tled by the lack of respect for constitutional rule of law

After several attempts to assassinate him:
Important Yemeni Official Seeks

Political Asylum in a Western Country
The Yemen Times has learned that Judge Salim Al-
Sheiba, Chairman of the Prosecution for Appeals of
Sana’a Governorate has sought the right of political
asylum in view of having to face several intentional
attempts of harassment and pressure by some official
and prominent figures. These include several attempts
against him which were carried out in an open or clan-
destine manner. It is reported that Al-Sheiba had strong
differences with some official and well-known fig-
ures, and he and his family have been subjected to very
close escapes from death and bodily harm. He was
once even intercepted by elements of the security
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Violent Tribal
Confrontations
in Rada’a

Baskin (77) Robbins.

Special Eid Promotions

In the midst of the
continuing battles
| taking place in

Rada’a, Ryam

tribe recently fired ~ four persons, injuring 17, and destroying

st?veral hous.es in Abass four houses. The Abass tribe retaliated with

village with R.B.G heavy shelling on the villages inhabited by WE em WEN

weapons. The shelling Ryam tribe. The details of casualties are

resulted in killing of .. More on page 2

Naseem Hamed K.Q.s his Opponent in the 4th Round

DJur Naz 15 Back'

For the 14th time, Naseem Hamed was able to
defend his World Boxing Organization
Championship featherweight title for the 14th
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time by stopping former IBF super bantamweight
champion Vuyani Bungu of South Africa in the
fourth round Saturday.

Contrary to some of his latest matches, Naseem
proved to be in form and as strong as ever in the
match that lasted only 3 full rounds and 2 minutes
of the 4th round.

Bungu, stopped for the first time in 40 fights,
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defended the super-bantamweight title 13 times
before stepping up to fight Hamed.

“That was a stunning knockout,” Hamed said.
“Nobody had taken him out. He got stretched
itonight. Now I would love to fight Erik Morales
[WBC and WBO super-bantamweight champion].”
“You saw the real Naseem Hamed tonight. He dis-
imantled tonight a terrific fighter who had not lost
in eight years and was one of the finest 120 pound
fighters I have ever seen.” said HBO boxing exec-
utive Lou DiBella. As the whole country felt quite
happy with this victory, they all look forward to
seeing him defeat his next opponent. Yemenis and
Naz fans all over the world were delighted to wit-
ness the return of the prince to his best form.

, © 24 hours communal cleaning & security.
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Words of
Wisdom
“Bureaucratic

formalities are the
curse of our modern
civilization.”

Founder of the Yemen Times

Eglitoricl

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999).

Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
Chief Editor|

Isn’t it about Time We
Realize its True Value?

n three days, I will be flying to the Hague to cover

the 27d World Water Forum that will be held dur-|§

ing 17-22 March 2000. As a journalist, F will not
be alone. There will also be at least 2 more Yemeni
journalists accompanying me in the trip and after-
wards. However, some may think that it will be sort of a

short vacation, some may think it is no more than aj

tourist visit.

However, I consider the coverage of this forum a difficult]

mission that is more important than covering any other
conference I could think of. Why? Because it concerns

coming generations’ future. It is a forum dedicated to the|
most basic element that life is based upon. It is dedicated §

to water.
“Water is life,” “Every living being needs water,” “Water
iis the most important indication of the existence of life,

not only in earth, but possibly in any other planet.” These}
were some sentences we used to hear from our teachers]
during school days, and this continues to be taught today. §
However, did we actually give water the attention it
{deserved? Or did we only waste our time when being |
[ taught these things about the importance of water? Why
have we reached a level of unawareness and carelessness

towards the most vital element on earth?

i Many factors played a role in making us reach this level

of disrespect to the issue of water.

f Forgetting about the past, and looking towards the future, 5'
| during this forum, we are supposed to propose ways to}
i save what is left of our pure water. What has been wast-§
fed is wasted, and cannot come back. We need to learn{

from our mistakes and try to correct them for the sake of} ;
® Lohoom asserts that he won’t connect

the future generations.

Yemen's participation in the Hague forum should be aj >
i Lohoom has called for all the sheikhs of

fstep in the right direction.
Qur country needs more attention than most of the coun-
tries in the region, mainly because Yemen is the country
with the highest ever population growth rates (exceeding
3.7% annually), the illiteracy rate among Yemenis reach-
es a staggering 60-70% and most important of all, we are
a country that consumes 90% of the used water for agri-
cultural purposes. Being the poorest country in the
Arabian Peninsula, Yemen also needs funds. Hence, the
Yemeni delegation should raise the issue of finding
donors to fund water supply and sanitation projects for
the public. The country has absolutely no rivers, hence
we can only depend on underground water and rain har-
nessing. We need to teach our people, especially farmers
how to use water efficiently to harvest their crops with-
out wasting much water, as the statistics shows an incred-
ible 70% waste of water in agriculture. Besides, we use
more than 60% of our water to grow qat, which is even-
tually not more than a waste of money, effort, and water.
The clock is ticking and time is running. Unless we act
fast, we could find ourselves without any water, let alone
for agriculture, but even for drinking. The issue is seri-
ous, and it is about time to give this issue its deserved

share of attention. Let us act fast if not for the sake of us.§

at least for the sake of our children and their children.

I cannot judge on the performance of the Yemeni official]
delegation to the Hague in bringing the issue clearly and§
pushing hard for serious solutions. However, I could def-§
initely promise you, our reader, that we will not take this |

issue lightly. We will report thoroughly on this event and

bring about the strong and weak points brought by our}
official delegation in the forum. We expect them to doj

their best. Don’t they represent our country?
For a newspaper that has dedicated tens of its pages to

water issues, we feel that it is our responsibility to cover]

this event extensively. After all, the very last editorial

written by the founder of Yemen Times, Dr. Abdulaziz
Al-Saqqgaf, as many know was about water. Just as wej

Econtinue the spirit of our founder, we will continue his
i path, and give this issue the importance it deserves.

| Finally, while I hope them success in doing all their best

i at the Hague, 1 also hope we would as usual, rise to the

| level of expectation of our readers in quality, honest, and}
| independent reporting. That very same reporting you are§

used to in every issue of Yemen Times.

CC Rejects Proposed Rise in-Prices
Members of the consultative Council
rejected the proposed rise in prices due
to economic, social, political, security
considerations.

The government, headed by Dr. Al-
Iryani brought the note of the new rise
before the President who transferred it
to. the consultative council for further
discussions.

It was asserted during the discussions
that any new rise in prices would nega-
tively affect the production of develop-
ment sectors and would affect life of
most of the people.

After discussions the consultative,
council was divided into three groups.

& The majority expressed their objection

to any rise, three members agreed and a
few suggested postponement of the new

$ rise.
@ The Supreme Council for Opposition

expressed its objection, too and called
upon the government to reconsider its
economic restructuring.

On its part, the government seems to be
determined to impose the new rise that
is expected to begin after the Eid.

Mediations to Release
Abo Lohoom’s Sons Failed

Attempts to release Sinan Abo
Lohoom’s sons failed through. Al-
Haymah tribes, where Sinan’s sons
were held, affirmed that they won't be
released until their persons seized by
Bin Najed in Joda’an, Mareb are
released.

Reports show that Al-Haymah tribe
refused the proposal presented by the
president’s stipulating presenting 100
pieces of weapons to Al-Haymah tribe
as arbitration on their murdered person.
Reports do also reveal that ten persons
belonging to Joda'an were held recently
as hostages by Al-Haymah tribes to
ensure the release of their people seized
by Bin Najed. Bin Najed in his turn
wants to save his son from the death
penalty after being accused of killing
one person from Al-Haymah.

Political and tribal sources asserted that
seizing Abo Lohoom’s sons is owed to
some old disputes the authority wants to
settle. This happens at a time Abo

his tribes’ conflicts to his sons.
It is worth noting that sheikh Abo

the Yemeni tribes to his house to inform
them of what has befallen his sons. He
further asked them to find a suitable
solution to this issue.

Sources told Yemen Times that sheikh
Sinan Abo Lohoom is working these
days on his autobiography in accor-
dance with Yemen's historical process
which has considerably disturbed many
top forces.

Local Authority Law Invites
International Criticism

In a symposium on the local authority
law held by the opposition parties on
Thursday, the NDI pointed out that the
local authority law does not aim at
decentralization. In its paper the NDI
recommended the election of governors
and general-directors and giving local
authorities more power.

International criticism has intensified,
especially after approving the last ver-
sion of the law which violates the con-
stitution.

Al-Dhalea Events Condemned
Syndicates as well as political bodies
have strongly condemned the bloody
events in Al-Dhalea governorate that
led to a number of deaths among civil-
ians and damage to some houses as a
result of the bombing by 35 armored
brigade stationed in the governorate.
Damt’s citizens in Al-Dhalea gover-
norate led a peaceful demonstration
condemning the events of Al-Dhalea.
Opposition Coalition Council has con-
demned the arrest of a number of civil-
ians who participated in the demonstra-
tion and called for stopping of the
brigade activities inside the gover-
norate.
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Foreign Press Campaign
Against Yemen

Foreign newspapers launched a press
campaign against Yemen’s government
following the latest incidents of kidnap-
ping the Polish Ambassador, killing the
Dutch Expert and the attempts to kidnap
a German expert and an Italian diplomat
along with his wife.

In this regard, Dutch newspapers urged
upon their government to stop assis-
tance bound to Yemen. At the same time
other foreign newspapers called for
closing down the embassies of their
countries in Yemen.

The terrorist incidents make the govern-
ment’s strong threats against such acts
as futile.

Mysterious Death of an Islah MP
Sheik Ali Wahban Al’ali, 55-years old,
was died yesterday. He is a member of
the Parliament and a member of State
Consultative Council in the Islah Party.
There is no news about the reason of his
death. Reliable sources told Yemen
Times that sheik Wahban was buried
without doing any investigation about
his death.

RSF Urges President Saleh
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF)
protested, in a letter sent to the

President, the proceedings taken against
the independent weekly Al Ayyam
newspaper. RSF urged the President to
do the best he could do to put an end to
this campaign against one of the repre-
sentatives of the opposition press.

New World Bank Loan to Yemen
Yemen has been granted a fresh loan of
US$ 30 million by the World Bank to
renew the Civil Service as well as to
support the implementation of the
Administrative and Financial Program.
Yemen is a heavily indebted poor coun-
try and its external debts are in contin-
uous increase, adding more burdens to
economy.

Yemeni Delegation to Participate in
the Second World Water Forum
at the Hague

A Yemeni official delegation will be
heading this week to the Hague in the
Netherlands to participate in the Second
World Water Forum which will be held
during the period from 17-22 March.
The delegation, which will consist of
several key experts in the field of water
and water projects will also be accom-
panied by representatives from some
Yemeni NGOs and Women associa-
tions.

Besides the delegation, 3 newspaper
representatives will also be going to the
Hague in order to cover the events and
report them directly to their headquar-
ters in Yemen. These newspapers are
Al-Thawra, Al-Ayyam, and Yemen
Times.

Engineer Jamal Mohammed Abdu
Chairman of General Authority for
Water Resources pointed out that
Yemen would participate in several ses-
sions including youth activity and will
participate in public meetings during
which several working papers will be
presented from regions including Arab
states. Some of the topics in which
Yemen will concentrate on are water

harvesting, rain harnessing, and agricul-

ture.

The 219 Conference of the Yemeni
Veterinary Association

The 20 conference of the Yemeni |

Veterinary Association was concluded

on March 6, 2000 in Sana’a. A number |
of participants from Arab and world |
associations participated in the confer- ||

ence. They discussed a number of sci-
entific matters which aim at raising the
position of veterinary services and pre-

senting the medical protection to animal |

wealth in Yemen and at the same time,

protecting Yemeni consumers from dif- |

ferent animal diseases.
Mr. Mohammed Shoga’eden was
appointed the Chairman of the associa-

charity. This is one of the biggest proj-
ects implemented by the society. Dr.
Hamid Hussein, Security General of the
Society said that the society started this
charitable work in 1413 Hegira. Up to
the year 1419 Hegira, more than
170,298 of poor people got the benefit
from this project. This project is imple-
mented for the eighth time. This time it
aims at expanding its scope and area of
operation.

Arwa University Hols a Course on
Women’s Role in Development and
another on the Internet
Queen Arwa University hosted a train-
ing course for promotion of women's
activities in the field of development
during 12-22 of February, 2000. This
course was organized by the university
under the motto “University is the ray
of Society”. Researchers from Aden,
Sana’a, Arwa universities, and Laiden
university of Holland participated. At
the end of the course, the participants
discussed the pilot projects presented by
the trainers concerning on women’s role
in the social and developing work in

Yemen.

On another level, a training course on
Internet sciences was held from 7-12 of
March in the university. A number of
researchers, diplomats, and specialists
in some local and international corpora-
tions and institutions and UNESCO par-
ticipated in the programme. Dr. Wahiba
Fare’a pointed out that the training
course was designed to train the partici-
pants in administrative and educational
challenges of the university, and to give
an opportunity to the participants to
gain from the new technology so as to
successfully face the challenges of the
third millennium.

Slovenian TV finished

Shooting in Yemen
In cooperation with the Yemeni TV, the
Slovenian TV team has successfully
finished shooting two documentary
films on Yemen: “The Land of Fertile
Sand” and “ The Island Of The Dragon’
Blood Tree.” The first film was shot in
Sana’a, Marb and Hadhramout from
February 20 to March 3. The second
one was all shot in Socotra from March
4 to 10. According to producer, Mr.
Miran Hvala, the films will be ready by
2001. The Slovenian team will leave for
home today thanking all the local
authorities and the UNDP Socotra Bio-
diversity Project for their help.

MOW!J Denies Involvement In
Terrorist Acts
The London-based Yemeni National
Opposition Front (MOW]J) has denied
its involvement in the latest incident of
kidnapping HE the Polish Ambassador.
In a statement published by its office in
London, MOWI has strongly denied
having any hand in kidnapping or any

tion. A number of international compa- | waan,

nies participated in the medical exhibi- |
tion, organized at the Ministry of | re

Agriculture.

Project on
Charity
The  Charitable
Society for Social
Welfare receives
from generous
people munificent
donations for the

S
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There are some sheiks as med:amm w©
solve the tension between the two tribes,
‘They said that they could not appease
the ageressive party, and that there was
hope that they would reach a solution.
‘One of the sheiks pointed out that the
area registered from more than 375
clashes, but the authorities did not both-
er about solving those problems.

f success of project |

other acts of violence “The alleged
accusation of involvement of
MOW] and its leader, Abdul
Rahman Al-Jifri in a case that it has
nothing to do with, reflects the
government's inability to address
security and signals deterioration
of law and order, undermining
individual security,” said the state-
ment.

Furthermore it described the pres-
ent trend of violence as dangerous

and more so because of the govern-
ment’s inability to unravel the root
of the malice

As regards the news of planning
for terrorist acts in Yemen, as some
official newspapers have reported,
MOW!] concluded its statement by
saying that it had committed itself
to progressive activities based
upon peaceful political activities
that eschew violence.

YEMEN CLUB
FOR TOURING &
AUTOMOBILE (YCTA)

Proudly announces its efforts to assist all concerned to obtain an
International Customs Passage Document (Known as Trip Tyck)
which enable one to temporarily export their own vehicle cross
countries without paying any customs duties and facing any
procedural hurdles and obtain Int’] Driving license also.

The requirement to obtain such documents are:

- avalid visa from the desired country/ies

- application form to be filled out

- acommercial guarantee attested by the Chamber of Commerce
in the prescribed application form

- all related documents of the vehicle

- afee of US$ 120 either in cash or certified bank cheques

To obtain an International Driving License:

- an application form must be filled

- valid driving license (Yemeni, Mid-eastern, European or
American)

- Two 4X6 photographs

- Fees: YR 4500 for Yemenis and US$ 45 for non-Yemenis

For more information,
please visit or call

Head Office: 01/413466,
Branches: 02/241534, 03/226980, 04/407423
04/225384,05/354843 , 05/404288.

Announcement
European Company working in the chemical
sector for the Paint & Detergent industries, (.§T
exporting to Arab countries and Iran. ‘)
Seeking Companies & Industries in Yemen, (
interested in working with them. J ? \
Ctc. Person - Spain: Mr. Fernando ¢4 T
Morillo
Tel. No.: +34 93 205 11 02/ +34 93 205 10 11
Fax. No.: +34 93 203 41 00/ +34 93 204 86 04
Ctc. Person -Yemen: Mr. Saleh Mufleh Abu-Lahoum
Mr. Mazen Al-Jaboury
Tel. No.: +967 1 268554 / 268546 / 268547
Fax No.: +967 1 268549
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Proudly announces:

The Visit of professor Karl-Joseph
paquet, Department of surgery,
hanover University, Germany. He will
offer surgical consultations on
Diseases of the liver, colon and blood
vessels.
He will perform:
- Diagnostic and operative endoscope
- Laparoscopic operations such as : Gallstones removal.
- Open surgery on liver, stomach, bowel
- Vascular surgery
- Operations for oesophageal varices

Period : 27 March to 10 April

The visit of professor Christian Debry, chairman of the
department of Ear, Nose, and throat in Hautepierre Hospital,
Strasburg University, France, He will offer:
Consultations in Ear,nose and throat diseases and perform
operations such as :
- Tympanoplasty, mastoid and other ear operations.
- Tonsillectomy & adenoidectomy.
- Thyroid and sinus surgery.
- Operations in the neck.
- Nasal and sinus surgery.
- Larynx and pharynx surgery.
Period: 25 May to 5 June
For Inquiries and booking please contact:

Yemen Specialized Hospital, Sana’a
Tel: 22963 Fax: 222111
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A Call for General Reconciliation
between Shabwa  Tribes:Mr.
Mohammed  Saleh = Makhshoof,
Liberation Front High Leadership
member and its Shabwa branch chair-
person called upon all sheikhs and
prominent dignitaries for a two-year
general reconciliation between the
warring tribes of Shabwa. He stressed
the need for reasoning and civil dia-
logue instead of bullets and war to
solve the disagreements between
Shabwa tribes. He called upon the
judiciary to quickly decide on tribal
disputes in courts, indicating that
delays in making judgments are a
main cause for fighting.

AL-THAWRAH
Official

German Minister: Yemen More
Open and Stable than 90s

Visiting Minister of State at the
German Federal Ministry of Foreign
Affairs praised the ‘Democratic
Experience’ Yemen is going through.
He said: “I congratulate you for the
good progress made by you in which
Yemen was so unique in this
region.The German official in a press
conference held yesterday that Yemen
is now more stable, developed and
open to the region and the world than
it was during the mid-nineties when he
visited Yemen for the first time.

Egypt: Consultations to Revive
“Association of Donkeys”

Ex-members of the Egyptian
Association of Donkeys, which was
established in 1930, said that they are
trying to revive the association that
stopped functioning since 1993. The
activities of the Association of Donkey
were usually in charity. They attrib-
uted the cause of the halt of activities
to the refusal of the Ministry of Social
Affairs to officially license the
Association because of its name
unsuitable and is inconsistent with tra-
ditions name, especially as members
are given strange rank names, depend-
ing on the length of their membership
such as ass, foal, small or big donkey.

RA’Y
Sons of Yemen
League

Western Press Attack Yemen over
Kidnappings:

The Western Media attacked Yemen
last week because of the increase in
the number of kidnappings of Western
citizens and the recent developments
into the killing of experts and kidnap-
ping of Ambassadors.

The press of Holland demanded the
halting of aids to Yemen, while [other]
western newspapers called for closing
western embassies and that western
citizens should leave Yemen. This
campaign comes in the aftermath of
the kidnapping of the Polish
Ambassador to Yemen, the killing of a
Dutch expert of the Small Industries
Development Project, and an attempt
to kidnap an Italian diplomat and his
wife.

Opposition Tells World Bank:

No to Price Hikes:

The opposition parties have confirmed
to the deputy chairman of the World
Bank their rejection of any hikes of
prices intended by the government for
petrol and petroleum products. They
told him that nothing can be gained
from such hikes beyond the additional
burdens thrown upon the population
while corruption swallow all what can
be made through these increases. The
opposition parties stressed the need for
the implementation of the administra-
tive part of the reforms.

The meeting was also attended by
businessmen, economic experts, repre-
sentatives of the private sector, and
academicians. The deputy chairman of
the World Bank reviewed the Bank's
policies and programs and the assis-
tance it provides to Yemen and other
developing countries.

_— AL-WAHDAWI
M Popular Unionist
we B 53

Nasserites

Agreement on Receiving 10.000 Jew
Tourists Reported:

A well-informed source has confirmed
to Al-Wahdawi that Saudi Arabia is
behind the report published by the
Asharqg Al-Awsat [of London] about
the high Israeli official’s secret visit to
Yemen.

He said that Saudi Arabia was reacting
to President Saleh’s announcement
that Yemen shall normalize relations
with Israel only after Saudi Arabia
does so.

The source added that Ashargq Al-
Awsat of London attributed the report
to an Israeli source because it was
demanded so by high Saudi officials
who insisted the report should be high-
lighted and given a big space.

A source in the opposition demanded
the Government makes an open posi-
tion and to the true nature of the
claimed secret contacts by Yemeni
officials with the government of the
Zionist enemy or with international
Zionist organizations.

AL-AYYAM
Independent

Kidah Tribes Support the Widow of
Al-Ayyam Founder

Sheikh Ali bin Haftan Al-Kindi, the
supreme sheikh of the tribe of Kindah,
confirmed in a telephone call with Al-
Ayyam that the rules of our Islamic
religion and our tribal and Yemeni tra-
ditions don’t allow the indulgence in
the honor of an old woman, such as the
widow of Sheikh Ba Shraheel, founder
of Al-Ayyam, of whom all the tribe of
Kindah are proud as a fellow member.
All the tribes of Kindah support her in
demanding her legal rights.

400 Killings of Yemeni Women and
Children in 1997:

The Executive Director of the United
Nations Organization for Motherhood
and Childhood Ms. Bailmy has indi-
cated in an interview with the *Voice
of America’ that 400 killings cases
against women and children had
occurred during 1997. The UN official
was discussing the subject of violence
against women all over the world.
The activity was part of a program on
the International Day of Women of
March 8th.

- AL-UMMAH
Al-Haq Party

Fire  Exchanged near the
Presidential Motorcade:
Eyewitnesses report that an exchange
of fire by unknown people has
occurred last Tuesday at Hadda St.,
Sana’a while the Presidential motor-
cade of President Saleh was passing
and caused some confusion. The
Presidential Guards behaved in a very
good way by declining to react direct-
ly and by calling police to deal with
the situation. Police arrived at the
scene and arrested those responsible.

26TH SEPTEMBER
Armed Forces
Journal

Olive to Replace Qat in Haraz:
Preparation continues at Eastern Haraz
to plant a big number of Olive trees. In
a preliminary phase, 60 Olive trees
shall be planted at three locations: Al-
Khateb, Akamat Al-Qadhi and Kahel.
The development comes within the
inclination of the population of Haraz
to replace Qat plantations with other
useful plantations. It is recalled that
50.000 Qat trees were uprooted [last
year] in Haraz, Olive was considered
suitable because it needs less amounts
of water and efforts.

It is expected that 40.000 Olive trees
shall be planted in the first phase.
Later this year other species shall be
used such as coffee and local nut trees.

A Woman Minister Shortly:

The Yemeni Prime Minister, Dr. Abdul
Karim Al-Eryani said that the Women
of Yemen have fulfilled a good amount

of their aims recently as there women
appointed as Ambassadors, Permanent
Secretaries of Ministries and as high
officials in many state organs.

Dr. Eryani who was speaking was
speaking at a small festival organized
by the Ministry of Planning and
Development and the National
Committee for Women on the occa-
sion of the International Day of
Women added that a woman shall
shortly join the Government of Yemen
as a Minister.

Court Dismisses Cases Against the
Ministry of Information:

The West Sana’a Court Headed by
judge Mansoor Al-Wagal has dis-
missed two cases against the Ministry
of Information raised by the Yemeni
Congregation for Reform (the Islah
Party) and the Socialist Party of
Yemen. Both parties had claimed that
the official media of Yemen didn't
broadcast parts of the final statements
issued at the conclusion of meetings
held by the leadership of both parties.
A third case against the same Ministry
was also dismissed. This one was
raised by the Popular Unionist
Nasserite Organization which claimed
that the final festival of its 9th.
Congress and its press release were not
broadcast.

No Contacts with Israeli Tourist
Agencies:

The Yemeni Association of Tourist and
Travel Agencies has denied the claims
of the Israeli Broadcasting Station
which were repeated by the Yemeni
opposition media of official contacts
with Israeli tourist agencies.

The Chairman of the Association, Mr.
Yahya Mohammed Abdulla Saleh con-
firmed in an with us that there are no
contacts between Yemeni and Israeli
tourist agencies.

The Israeli Broadcasting Station had
quoted the General Director of the
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs as
saying that a delegation representing
Yemeni tourist agencies visited Israel
last week.

Mr. Saleh said that the official Yemeni
position is quite clear and declared by
the political leadership of Yemen.

He indicated that there no dangers
from visits by Jews of Yemeni origin
who don’t hold Israeli passports.

AL-BALAGH
Independent

A Tribal War Halted:

War between the tribe of Arhab and
that of Nihm was inevitable because of
the dispute between a man from Arhab
and his uncle from Nihm which result-
ed in the killing of the first, if it were
not halted by the wisdom of Sheikh
Abdulla Al-Aa’wag who ordered a
gathering of his tribe, including the
culprit to arrive with rifles and oxen to
the other tribe.

AL-SAHWAH
Islah Party

Democratic Institute Arranges a
Symposium on Elections:

The American Democratic Institute
organized last week a symposium on
(The Organization and Structure of the
Party before and until Elections)
which was attended by cadres from the
Yemeni Congregation of Reform last
Saturday and Sunday at the Islah
Institute.

The agenda included subjects like the
Strategic Planning (its definition and
importance) and the aims of the party
from the elections and the construction
of election campaigns....

AL-THAWRI
YSpP

Piracy Suspects Released by “High
Orders”:

Abyan Governorate learned political
sources have confirmed that the perti-
nent security authorities have released
the suspects of piracy against the
Australian yacht belonging to an
Australian couple who were last
September opposite Ahwar coast,
Abyan Governorate.

The release comes after some amounts

of money and golden jeweler ware
taken from the accused upon instruc-
tions from a high military official in
Sana’a.

AL-GAMAHEER

Sheikh Al-Qiyari and Others
Surrender:

Security forces which had left Sana’a
for Khawlan last week returned to
Sana’a after fulfilling their duties
regarding the kidnapping of the Polish
Ambassador to Yemen who was
released last Saturday.

Sources reported to Al-Gamaheer that
Sheikh Khaled Al-Qiyari and another
four sheikhs from the Yemaniyatain
tribe of Khawlan surrendered to the
authorities upon request by the
President after the people who kid-
napped the Ambassador rebelled. The
pertinent security authorities had
released Sheikh Khaled who was
detained when he arrived from abroad
two weeks ago in order to get others
from his colleagues who were wanted

The Cuban Festival

Concludes at the Taj Sheha

The first to lead as usual, the \
Taj Sheba started their F&B [
activity, the first of its kind in
Yemen “The Cuban
Festival.”

The band and the duo were %
very popular and the crowd
enjoyed every bit of the
dancing.

The festival was well
attended by the expatriate
community and the
diplomats most of them
puffing the Cuban Cigar
imported from Havana.

The event was co-sponsored
by Yemenia, Murjan,
Universal, Arhab travels and
the Cuban Embassy.

“18-Day better living Yoga Course”

| New Batches will start from 18th March 2000.
For enroliment and enquires please contact the

' Health Club! Tel: 272372 Ext. 137/148

Events at the Taj Sheba

Taj Sheba Brings YOGA from
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA SOCIETY INDIA.

The first batch in performance

Eid Muparak

Special Eid Brunch at Bilquis on 16th & 17th of March.
Fun, Games and Gifts.

TA) ﬁ

SHEBA HOTEL
SANA'A .YEMEN

Call for details F&B 272 372 Ext. 131/132

TO MY WONDERFUL MOTHER ....
CAN YOU EVER TAKE A DAY OFF?

Mothers Day celeberation 21st March, 2000 at the ‘Bilquis’

One day in the year to thank your mother treat her at the Taj Sheba for
Mothers Day Lunch 12:30 noon until 3:00 pm.

Buy her a special cake available only at the La Patisserie.

TA)

SHEBA HOTEL
SANA'A VEMEN
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Conclusion of the 3rd Cardiology Conference

Ridhwan Al-Saqqaf
Yemen Times - Aden

he 3rd cardiology confer-
ence concluded on
Thursday 9 of March,
2000. It was concluded
under the motto
“Cardiology Medicine in Yemen and
the 21st Century”. The conference dis-
cussed a number of scientific
researches presented by doctors. It
focussed on the subjects related to
heart diseases, surgical operations of
heart and blood vessels surgery.
The conference came out with differ-
ent decisions and recommendations. It
recommended organizing scientific
conferences all over the governorates
of the Republic, and paying special
attention to cardiologists through lib-
erally granting innovative training
courses at leading cardiology centers.
The  participants  congratulated

Athowra hospital on establishing a
cardio- surgical unit. They confirmed
reconstructing a specialized cardiolo-
gy hospital, and opening cardiology

sections in different hospitals all over
the Republic. They congratulated
Arab efforts presenting possibilities
to establish faculty of higher studies in
Yemen.

The participants from Sana’a and
Aden universities were felicitated.
The participants renewed their resolve
to present scientific researches and to
conduct surveys on heart diseases in
Yemen. They It is necessary for the
Ministry of Health to provide finan-
cial assistance to these conferences.
There must be an efficient net-work
and good services available inside
hospitals.

The conference organized in collabo-
ration with the Heart Diseases Friends
Association began on March 6. It was
attended by Mr. Taha Qanim, gover-
nor of Aden, Mr. Waheeb Rashed,
Deputy Governor of Aden, Dr. Taha
Shamsan, General Manager of Health
Office in Aden. More than 450 partic-
ipants from Yemen, Italy, Britain,
Sudan, Egypt, Germany, and Jordan.
The Minister of Health participated in
the conference highlighted the activi-
ties of the Ministry of health for
improving health services in

§ the country through imple-
menting furnishing all hospi-
tals with essential equipment.
He said “we have to carefully
monitor the health situations
# all over the Republic”.

| Dr. Abdulnaser Munaibari,
General Manager of Athowra
hospital said: “the 3rd cardiol-
ogy conference contains deep
scientific significance because

it is being held in a tra-
ditional and scientific
city, the city which
occupies central posi-

tion amongst the
Yemeni cities”. The
scientific researches,

\| studies, and lectures
were presented to the
participants, who shed
new light about heart
diseases. Yemeni doc-
tors stand to profes-

[ - o ¥ e
sionally gain from specialists who
came from the neighboring countries.
Everyone concerned extended their
cooperation to make this conference a
success.

Dr. Mansour Al-Torhah, cardiology
specialist in King Sawood University,
Chairman of Cardiology Doctors
Association in Saudi Arabia, and the
Vice Chairman of High Blood
Pressure Association in Saudi said,
“In fact this conference was highly
successful. We thank our brothers, the
organizers of this conference. 1
believe that this is a very important
milestone for the Yemeni doctors. It
must continue as any other annual
activities.

These professional must be renewed
organized forums annually because of
the rapid development in heart dis-
eases. We must not forget there are
trainers who are taking training cours-
es at hospitals. They need to learn
more about the science of medicine.
So, this conference is the cornerstone
to those doctors to gain and take
advantage from. 1 presented two
researches on heart diseases factors in
Saudi Arabia. 1 presented them at the
beginning of this conference. In fact
this is the first time for me to attend a
conference in Yemen. I am very happy
to meet my colleagues in Yemen, and
thanks to them for very good hospital-

s

ity”.

FRIDAY BRUNCH AT THE POOLSIDE

at the Sheraton Sana’a Hotel
Opens from 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.

Our all time favorite delicious buffet at the Sheraton
Sana’a Hotel will definitely tickles your taste buds.

For more information,
please contact F & B Dept.
Tel. 237500 ext. 8135

Try our tender fine slices of
meat, fish or chicken barbecue
with  aromatic  sauces
prepared by our Executive
Chef Jean Pierre-Neu.

Together with live
Entertainment from

“ART AND RHYTHM BAND" |8

im,,,,..j"' Who's taking care of you?
Sheraton Sana'a

HOTEL

FLY EMIRATES TO DUBAI DURING MARCH AND WIN ONE OF 10 FABULOUS FAMILY HOLIDAYS, "PER PERSON, PER NIGHT, SHARING, FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES IN SANAA ON TEL: 244444, 263525, 263529 OR FAX: 244392, www.emirates.com
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MDF3: “Voices for Change, Partners for Prosperty”

Al-Qadhi
Yemen Times,
Cairo, Egypt

even hundred development
practitioner, economists,
businessmen and media
people from across the
Middle East and North
Africa met in Cairo last week for the
third Mediterranean Development
Forum(MDF3).
Organized by the World Bank and
other organizations and agencies and
held under the auspices of Mrs.

Suzanne Mubarak and Queen Rania
Al-Abdullah ibn Al-Hussein of Jordan,
the theme of the three-day forum was :
Voices for Change, Partners for
Prosperity™.

The meeting focussed on the develop-
ment needs of the countries of the
MENA region as they work towards
becoming fully
integrated in the
global  system.
Over 600 practi-
tioners and
experts and more
than 40 workshop
sessions, analyz-
ing and debating
such topics as:
which way for the

MENA  region
after the WTO
meeting in §

Seattle? strength-

ening NGOs and making them more
effective; attracting foreign direct
investment, fighting corruption; con-
structing an Arab free trade area; trans-
parency and the role of the media; and
how companies can become globally
competitive. At MDF there were
seven main workshops themes, each of
which had six sessions. The themes
are : Global trade and regionalism,
institutional reforms and sustainable
development, what makes your firm
internationally competitive?, civil
society, knowledge and development
and partners for employment creation
ad social protection.

MDF is a partnership of Middle
Eastern and North
African think tanks
which began working
in 1997 to support
development through-
out the region. There
were two previous
MDF conferences -in
1997 and 1998- both
of which were held in
Marrakesh.

* To the voices of
change I have joined
my voice” proclaimed
the First Lady of
Egypt. She urged the conference to
take seriously the concerns expressed
in Seattle and Bangkok. Development
must be comprehensive and balanced,
the end has to be human welfare and
progress. Mrs. Mubarak stressed in her
speech on the interaction between
nations by saying™ We live in a time of

unprecedented interaction between
nations and peoples. Never before
have the borders of the sovereign state
been as previous to the flow, not only
of visitors, material goods and capital
but also of ideas”. She also said that:
“we must promote growth and equity,
the alternative is not only unjust but a
prescription for civil strife”.

Queen Rania of Jordan urged those
involved in development to learn from
the practical experiences around them
at the conference. She quoted the
example of Jordanian Young
Entrepreneurs Association, now keen
to establish a regional networking. On
the other hand, “ Globalization needs
strong political support, there has to be
a public dialogue, Egyptian PM said,
adding that “ regionalism is the
preparatory stage for globalization”.
In a press conference, Kemal Devis,
Vice President of the World Bank, said
that “ the media have an important role
to play in development, translating the
policy debate to the wider public and
feeding back the views of the people to
the decision-takers, so that everyone is
aware of the difficult trade-offs that
have to be made between economics
and social responsibility.” For this rea-
son out of the 700 participants 100
were journalists.

It is worth mentioning that there was
no official participation for Yemen in
MDF3.

Natural
trawberry Yoghurt

NATURAL _ =
STRAWBERRY YOGHURT
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Yemen Insurance Companies:

national insurance companies to

World.

more funds in the country.

Delegates from all insurance
companies operating in Yemen
attended the seminar and Mr.
Mohammed Musaaef - Senior
Treaty underwriter and Mr. Abdul
Hammed Al-Amadi - Assistant
‘8 Treaty Underwriter delivered the
| lectures, both of ARIG.

ARIG representatives were warmly
welcomed by the Yemeni Insurance
market, and were impressed by the
willingness and solidarity of this
emerging market to catch up with
the international development in
the insurance industry.

future challenges of globalization and open
markets by a Seminar held in Taj Sheba
| Hotel - Sana'a and sponsored by Arab
Reinsurance Group (ARIG) - Bahrain the
| leading reinsurance group in the Arab

The seminar concentrated on the aspects and
the philosophy of insurance companies' risk
retention and the Maximum Possible Loss
and Probable Maximum Loss Factors and
their importance in a scientific approach in
increasing the retention capacity of insurance
companies, which would lead to retaining

United Mechanism

| The Yemen Insurance Federation has
activated a program to prepare the Yemeni

face the

\
Ve
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detailed report issued last
week has made clear the times
of explosion of the oil

pipeline so far. In this report I am
going to focus on the ulterior motives
that could have urged the residents of
the area to commit such acts; the gov-
ernment’s previous and present reac-
tions to such situations; the volume of
losses and damage on account of these
incidents; the extent of damage com-
pared to the demands of the people in
these areas; the environmental damage
resulting from those explosions.

In an attempt to find some answers,
Yemen Times met with so many per-
sons residing in the areas where explo-
sions took place to know their points
of view. Though explosions occurred
in 1993, it was pretty hard to know the
real reasons behind these explosions.
The explosion conducted by some res-
idents of these areas in 1994 was moti-
vated by the YSP’s top officials during
the war of 1994, the government
claimed. The other chain of explosions
were the result of clandestine opera-
tions making it impossible to identify
the saboteurs as well as their motives
behind these.

Regarding the explosions that
occurred in early 1998, the latest of
which was in November 1999, so
many factors have come to light as a
result of our meetings with some peo-
ple residing in the affected areas.
Some of them inescapable conse-
quences by the extreme suffering and
consequent rage of some residents.
They said “These residents felt that
they are ostracized and are deprived of
their basic rights including public
services, projects, and so many other
facilities. When authority did not
respond positively to their requests,
some residents resorted to explosions
s0 as to exercise pressure on the gov-
ernment to meet their demands.”
Some other people see that the indif-
ference of these officials and their pro-
crastination is also another factor
behind these subversive operations.
One of these residents, requesting
anonymity, said “We do believe that
explosive operations are acts of sabo-
tage, however, we were forced to
resort to the extreme step as the gov-
ernment has always been turning deaf
ear to our legitimate demands. We
have always wanted peace and
knocked on all doors asking for our
rights, all to no avail.”

Another one, requesting anonymity,
said “We are Yemenis and we have
rights as well. We want to feel the
sense of equality that our government
boasts to uphold.” Some of us are
qualified officials who have been
kicked out from their positions by the
authority. Other ones are poor farmers

who terribly suffer due to floods and
the government has not even supplied
them with the basic means to reclaim
what has remained after floods.
Despite the fact that we live in areas
where these companies are estab-
lished, we have never been considered
for employment there, even as work-
ers. If there is a job vacancy or two,
they will certainly go to Sheikh’s son
or his cousin. We, and the like, have
spent fortunes in following the proce-
dures up in Sana’a to be get a job.
However, all have come to nothing. In
short, the point is that since we do not
have effective mediation, therefore we
are left with no choice can find no way
except resorting to these actions or die
out of hunger.”

Mr. M. said “We are not saboteurs.
The real saboteurs are sheikhs and
officials who have deprived the resi-
dents of their rights. We do have rights
to enjoy the benefits of the available
resources of our society. We have the
rights to live happily in peace and
security. We have rights to enjoy the
wealth of our lands. Where do all the
revenues of these resources go?
“Obviously and undoubtedly to the
pockets of some select few”.

Foreign aids to help farmers terribly
affected by floods, were many times
intercepted by these select few.
Consequently, these farmers who have
been asking for help since 1996 have
so far received nothing.”

Mr. S. quoted some popular proverbs
which illustrate the state of chaos in
our country and the law of the jungle
in which the stronger smashes the
weaker. He said “If you show your
muscles on the officials, then only
they will respect and appreciate you.”
We talked to one of the residents of
Al-A’aroosh, Khawlan, and said that
the government’s constant calls for
these areas’ sheikhs to meet and dis-
cuss things is a sure sign of its com-
mitment to solve their problems, he
said “We do not deny that the presi-
dent calls for sheikhs whenever there
are problems. However, their meetings
have never borne fruit and solutions to
these residents problems and suffer-
ings remain a far cry mainly for the
following factors.

Some sheikhs are only looking for
their own self interests. They do not
care for their people’s legal rights and
insist on the government solving
them. Others are interested in showing
off. They do insist that solutions to the
problems should be conducive to
them, otherwise they will oppose any
attempt to solve issues of dispute.
Some others are interested to keep
things as they are so as to exploit these
for their benefit.

Thus, residents of these areas lost their
trust and were naturally fed up with
these shallow promises of these top
figures. Had there been sincere and
committed attitudes by these officials
and sheikhs, the situation would have
been different and solutions to all
these issues and problems of people

German Embassy
Language Courses

DEUTSCH? KEIN PROBLEM

Welcome to our new term!

*  The term begins on March 26 and lasts until May 3, 2000
*  The courses will be held at the British Council, street No. 7, Maidan Al-Sabeen.
*  The duration of the course for beginners and intermediates:

6 weeks with 4x1.5 hrs per week (=6 hrs).

The fee will be 75 US$ per term and course.

Certificates will be issued upon successful completion.

*  Courses will be taught by teachers who are experienced, qualified and native

speakers.

»  Registration is on March 21-22, 2000, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the British council or
come right away on Sunday March 26, 2000 and start with us.

For information, please call:
244121, 413177 or 266888, Fax: 244120

would be easily found. This has led to
the escalation of so many problems
including subversive incidents and
acts of kidnapping, etc,.

Pretty Heavy Losses:

Comparing the losses due to these
explosions to the cost of meeting the
residents’ demands, one can get a
clear perspective. So Far, explosions
run to 37 and each incident cost the
company $ 150,000 to get the oil
pipeline repaired. Besides, according
to some informed sources, one of the
explosions conducted by a land mine
led to the leakage of 70,000 barrels of
crude oil. Another one led to the leak-
age of 48,000 barrels of crude oil. In
other explosions crude oil leak was
estimated at 50 barrels an hour. In
some of these explosions the oil
pipeline needed a-two-day work to be
repaired. However, at times residents
of these areas stood against the techni-
cal group and works and negotiations
run to 16 days.

The following will illustrate the loss-
es:

Number of Explosions 37
Cost of repairs $150,000
Total $5,550,000
0Oil leak quantity 223,000

barrels
barrel Cost $16
Total $3,568,000

OVERALL TOTAL $9,223,000

These are the overall costs of the loss-
es which have reached a staggering $
9,223,000. Moreover, fortunes are
spent on the security forces protecting
the oil pipeline.

From the above account one could
easily observe that the volume of loss-
es is far greater than the cost of meet-
ing these residents’ needs.

Interference of External Forces
From time to time, explosions are pro-
jected to be politically motivated and
that there were some foreign forces
behind them. In order to come with the
grips with the heart of the matter, we
contacted so many residents of these
areas who had the following to say:
“Regarding the explosions that
occurred in 1993 and 1994, four
explosions, were conducted in a com-
pletely clandestine way. Besides no
source had claimed responsibility
except in one explosion that took
place in Khawlan when the tribesmen
protested against being able to be
employed in an oil company.
However, explosions that happened
after 1998, 1999 were not at all politi-
cally motivated which is clear from
the fact that those who are behind such
explosions were fully known to the
people residing in these areas. Had
they been supported by any foreign
force, the situation would have been
absolutely different.

The possibility that some saboteurs in
connivance with foreign forces may
have perpetrated such acts is very dim,
for they are very few and well-known
to the people of these areas.

Official Precautionary Measures to
Settle Disputes:

At the beginning, the government
deployed military forces to the sensi-
tive areas so as to enforce a margin of
security. However, this was not that
effective as ironically, some explo-
sions took place near these military
forces. On the other hand, this had at
different occasions, to confrontations
between the security forces and some
residents of these areas causing dam-

age of many houses, killing some chil-
dren and women, preventing so many
students from continuing their studies
and creating an atmosphere of panic
over the area. The outcome of deploy-
ment of security forces in these areas
is increased tensions between the gov-
ernment and the people. The top brass
and sheikhs close to the authority were
the only beneficiaries of these actions.
When these officials and sheikhs
found it hard to control things, they
deployed some residents as guards to
protect the oil pipeline. Moreover, the
government has convened a meeting
of those influential in these areas and
tried to meet some of their personal
demands so that the poor citizens will
find no-one to stand by them. By this,
the government has applied a new
diplomatic policy seeking to appease
the influential and the strong. After all,
the new policy has been another inef-
fective one for the atmosphere of fear
is still prevailing, especially as the
really affected residents have so far
received nothing. Therefore, the possi-
bility of their resorting to old ways is
still there.

In its attempt to control this, the gov-
emnment has taken preventive meas-
ures such as covering the oil pipeline
by sands so that residents won't be
able to dig it up and explode it. Had

the government supplied these means
to benefit these residents and estab-
lished projects to reclaim their lands, it
would have solved some of the most
pressing problems and could have
contained the mounting discontent
among these people. By helping these
residents the government could have
also stopped anyone who tries to do
some acts of sabotage for the residents
will stand against any attempts.

In short, it seems that the government
does not want to put an end to this.
These residents in their return are not
going to let their rights vaporize in
thin air, nor the government seems to

be reasonable and seriously consider
their demands and tries to meet the
basic and logic ones. This means more
public destruction and acts of sabo-
tage. It is obvious that these continu-
ous explosions have damaged the
environment and affected the people’s
health as well as the agricultural lands.
Environmental experts have constant-
ly warned against the great hazardous
effects of these explosions on the envi-
ronment.

This is the real story of the explosion
of oil pipeline in Yemen and the judg-
ment on this issue is to be left for the
readers.
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COIlJllI‘&thIl In The Modern Age?

=n the countryside, most of the
- Assyads’ visitors are among the
; youth who are very eager to
_ know what is in store for them.
Some apprehend that their beloved
might marry somebody else, so they
want to be alerted beforehand so as to
take precautionary measures. Some
others who intend to marry, go to such
soothsayers to know if they will lead a
happy life after marriage. Soothsayers
then, tell them if the person they have
chosen as a spouse will be the cause of
their happiness or misery. Moreover,
soothsayers specify a date for mar-
riage when devils and genies will
never harm the happy couple.

Many soothsayers are to be found in

the street. Pay only 50 rials, and may
be less, and you will know what is in
store!

Muneer Amin Ali looks
at such activities from a
religious perspective,
“Those people practice
conjuration and conju-
ration as a means to get
money. They usually affect stupid
people who are easy to fall in their
traps either by their sweet words or by
magic.

Islam is clear as a crystal

government officials and MSI London.

Healthcare experience a plus.

Marie Stopes International is a results orientated
social enterprise developing sustainable family
planning ad reproductive healthcare programmes in
the UK and overseas.

We need a well experienced and dynamic director to
implement and manage the country programme. You will
be responsible for all MSI projects in Yemen, which
include two maternal and child health centres.

duties include: strategic and annual planning; programme
and resource development; marketing; external relations
supervise and establish new projects, managing the
finance function; managing organisational growth and
change; human resource management and liaison with

You will be fluent in Arabic & English and possess
proven supervisory, managerial and analytical skills.

Please send c.v. & covering letter to:
Rachael Fletcher,

Marie Stopes International,

PO Box 16160

e-mail: rachael.fletcher @stopes.org.uk
Closing date: 07.04.00
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and it forbids frequenting
or believing in soothsayers,
conjurers and the likes.
Genies are created by
Allah. Some people marry
from genies and vice-versa.
However they can not be
seen unless they are person-
alized.

Magic is a sin, and he who
practices it in order to harm
people is an unbeliever and
deserves to be punished.
Genies can be controlled by
man. However, he has to
pay a lot because they sur-
render to him only after
doing  things  against
Islam.”

We now hired Hamzah
Abdu Hamid as a new
guide to Safyyah Saeed Ali
Al-Zubaeiry who is mar-
ried to Hamid Hizam
Murshed. We met her in her

Hadda Post Mail i
Sana’a | house along with her hus-
Fax: 500268 or | band and a number of atten-

dants. She began revealing
how she started. “ I was
accused of killing my first

husband. I spent 14 years in prison.
While in prison, | came to know a
Somalian lady who was imprisoned
for a political charge before unifica-
tion. I used to see her playing cards
alone. At the beginning, I did not
know that she used them to forecast
what is in store for people nor I knew
that I belonged to Ben Alwan, (a dead
worshiper whose grave has become a
hearthstone for many people who
come to be blessed by his spirit.)

Once, while we were gathering and
praying for Allah, she got nervous. I,
then, blew into her mouth until she
vomited on my body. Soon my ears

started to buzz. I also noticed that the
playing cards were moving. I did not
know that I will be using them to
know people’s diseases. Then I started
examining other prisoners for 10
rials.

As far as medicine is concerned, I use
herbs. Patients really get benefited
from them. Some diseases, such as
those related to blood, require a mix-
ture of 38 kind of herbs. Patients who
suffer from psychological problems
are advised to go to psychiatrists. I do
not claim to have control over genies
nor do I claim to know what is in store
for people.

I was unable to read but when God
bestowed this talent on me, 1 could
read. Now | can read newspapers. I
also read the Holy Qur’an. I also can
write, but my handwriting is not good.
I do not claim to be a Walyyiah
(female of Wali, person who has
reached a high stage of worshipping
Allah)What I do is just prescribing the
medicine I know, and call unto Allah
for help. Some people stand against
me, however, what I practice is not
conjuration. When a patient comes to
me, I ask him/her to take some cards.

HSASA Prizes for 1999 Declared

fter a flurry of meetings,
Tuesday March 7, 2000 was a
red letter day for declaring the

prizes of the Hail Saeed Awards for
Sciences and Arts, third round held in

Sana'a and awarded by Al-Sa’eed
Foundation for Sciences and culture.
The meeting was chaired by Ali
Mohammed Sa’eed Ana’am, chairman
of the Board of Trustees and chairman
of the Administration of Al-Sa’eed
Foundation and attended by Faisal
Sa’eed Fara’a, secretary of the prize
and the Foundation general manager,
Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Makaleh, Mr.
Ahmad Jaber Afif and the judge
Hamoud Al-Hitari.

Each prize carries a YR one million
cash award, publication of the work,
in addition to the recognition. In the
meeting Mr. Ali Mohammed Sa’eed
delivered a speech welcoming the
good turn-out. He said “This ceremo-
ny comes at the time of the Diamond
anniversary of the unification which
has taken place after a long struggle
by Yemenis.

Seventy three talented applicants from
all over Yemen entered the competi-
tion in this third round. An evaluation
committee including Dr. Abdul Aziz
Al-Makaleh, Dr. Gaber Osfoor,

Egyptian commentator, the literary
man, Jamal Al-Ghaitani, chief editor
of Cairo Literature newspaper, Dr.
Mostafa Al-Sa’eed, well-known econ-
omist and some other eminent figures
in different fields, was formed. After
several meetings for discussing the
assessment of the works, results were
referred to the Board of trustees which
endorsed the results during its meeting
held last week.”

He noted that
establishing
this prize is of
crucial impor-
tance as to liea
strong empha-
sis on science
and culture
asserting that
the civil devel-
opment  can
never take
place unless it
is accompa-
nied by a focus on culture and intel-
lect. Besides, scholars and thinkers
should be given the attention and care
needed. He spelled out the different
activities that are going to be opened
in the near future: the foundation
building which includes the most
sophisticated library in the Middle
East, Al-Sa’eed Cultural Forum and
the Child Cultural Center will also be
built.

Mr. Faisal Sa’eed Fara’a, secretary of
the prize, made a detailed speech of
the evaluation committee and the
researches” assessment. He thanked all
the educated professors for their time
and efforts to help push forward with
these prizes and highly appreciate the
numerous applications for the awards.
He, then, read the Board of Trustees’
decision and declared winners of
prizes and recommendations of the
committee which were as follows:

1) Prize for Medical Sciences:

The prize was decided to be divided
up equally between Dr. Nasser Ali
Ahmad Haider on his research “Viral

Hepatitis on those who denote blood”
and Dr. Yahya Ahmad Mohammed
Raja’a on his two researches
“Bilhariaiasis in wadi Al-Sahool” and
“Bilhariaiasis on Mahweet”.

2) Prize for Environmental and
Agricultural Sciences:

The committee unanimously agreed to
grant the prize to Dr. Ahmad
Mohammed Ahmad Al-Hadrani on his
research “Qat and Insecticide, its con-
sequences on the safety of environ-
ment and man”.

3) Prize for Economic Sciences:

All the researches presented did not
meet all the requirements of the prize,
however , there was a good research
presented by Dr. Abdul Wahed Abdul
Bari Haza'a Al-Afori titled A study of
Globalization. It was recommended
by the committee and he was granted
YR 500,000. Other prizes of YR
100,000 were granted to Dr. Shbir
Abdullah Al-Harazi, Dr. Mohammed
Abdul Rashid Ali, Dr. Mohammed
Abo Bakr Al-Amari and his partner
Mohammed Omar Abdullah Banajah
and Mohammed Ahmad Haider Ali.
4) Prize for Humanities and Social
Sciences:

The committee agreed on granting the
prize in halves to Dr. Ahmad Ali Al-
Haj on his research titled the
“Education Drive and Technical
Training in Yemen” and Dr
Mohammed Saleh Ali Al-Kubati and
his partner Dr. Zubair Ayash Nasim on
their research titled “Population
Explosion and Development, Yemen's
case.”

5) The Islamic Sciences:

The committee has unanimously
agreed on granting the prize to Mr.
Abdul Karim Sharaf Mohammed
Abdoh on his research titled
“Planning Reproduction a legislative
Prospect and Practical Experience.”
6) Prize for Literary Creativity:

The committee has agreed to grant the
prize to the literary man Abdul Karim
Thabet Al-Razihi on his collection of
stories “The death of the White Cow.”

First I tell him/her his name and some-
thing about his house and job. Then I
tell him/her what he/she is suffering
from. I do not treat possessed people.
When such people come to me, I
advise them to go to someone else.
Part of my work is also making magic
spells ineffective.”

Abdulkader Al-Habashi asserted that
once he took her with him to his vil-
lage, Gabal Habashi, while he was
under spell, and she could find the
spell written on a piece of paper and
thwarted it.

She continued saying that her way of
treatment is not doubtful, and that she
never refused to meet with anybody be
him/her a patient or not.

She then asked my companion

Mohammd Al-Hakimi to take some
cards but he refused. Suddenly a new
visitor came and she called him in to
prove right what she had said. As soon
as he was seated in front of her, she
told him his name, his work. The
patient approved of it. Moreover, she

said that she had never conjured up
spirits or the like. Many Assyad stood
against her due to the great number of
her visitors. She further said that she
was building a mosque, “ She spends
the whole night worshipping,” one of
the attendants interrupted. “ I will give
up this work when the mosque is fin-
ished.” Concluded Safyyah.

Condolence

It was with great shock and disbelief that the Royal Netherlands
Embassy at Sana’a received the news of the violent death
on 2 March 2000 of

Mr. Jan Bol

Jan worked for the Small Enterprise Development Unit in Sana’a as
a Dutch Expert, providing Technical Assistance under a Dutch
funded support program.

At his office, Jan and his colleague

Mr. Mohamed Haider

become the tragic victims of violence in it’s most cruel form.

Jan was a respected consultant, looking forward to his retirement
after a long and fruitful life of work in many different countries. His
sudden death leaves a feeling of great loss to all who have known
him here in Yemen.

The Embassy wishes both Jan’s family, his wife Frangoise and his
two daughters, and the family of Mohamed Haider all the strength in
trying to cope with their tragic loss.

Condolence messages and correspondence for the Bol family can be sent
via the Netherlands Embassy at Sana’a, PO Box 463
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Seen in the picture Mr. Fadeel Wehbe, GM of Sheraton
Sana'a during a farewell dinner of Mr. & Mrs. Mehdi of
FAO.

Studiosus Reisen Blind Group with the owner of YATA
Mr. Abdul Karim Abu Talib During their stay at the
Sheraton.

™7 Sheraton Sana’a Donated YR 100,000 China wares and
| linen for the less fortunate children in Dar Al-Aytam
| orphanage in Taiz, Sana'a. Shown on the picture GM of
Sheraton Sana'a Mr. Fadeel Wehbe handing over the
cheque to Mr. Abdul Wadeh, Orphanage Manager and
Mr. Abdul Jalil Al-Girsh,
| recently appointed as
Director of Government
relations at the
Sheraton Sana‘a.
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Warning Announcement

United Co. for Industrial Metals warns all its customers,
dealers, workshops, corporations and steel merchants that it
stopped the service of the following two persons due to their
committed financial descripancies:

1- Muhsen Ahmed Saleh Al-Haijj - Sales Official, Yemeni
2- O’sama Khaleel Al-Shami - Store Official, Jordanian

United Co. Management warns against any dealing related
to the company with the above listed persons.
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Observing The International Women’s Day in Yemen

emeni women celebrat-
ed the International
Woman'’s Day on March
8th in the Central
Meeting Hall at the
Ministry of  Planning  and
Development. At the same time a
number of meetings and different
activities were conducted in different
governorates by the offices of the
‘Women Union within the international
call to promote women'’s participation
in societies. Official newspapers were

lates that women have equal rights to
men in all fields of development.

He explained how women in the past
were deprived of going to the Qur’an
schools to acquire basic literacy, con-
tradicting that situation with the pres-
ent when there are holders of highly
specialized academic degrees, practic-
ing professions that were for long con-
fined to men indicating that there is no
field of development Yemeni women
do not participate in. “We are not
claiming here that Yemeni women
have obtained all what they are aiming
for but what has been achieved
already is remarkable,” he added.

Moreover, he called upon families
everywhere in Yemen, to educate their

asked, on this day, to issue special sup-
plements edited by women.

During the celebration which was
attended by Dr. Al-Iryani, Prime
Minister who honored a number of
female journalists at the Journalists
Syndicate’s Office. A number of
speeches were delivered and messages
from the world were also read.

Dr. Al-Iryani began his speech be
describing the 8th of March as a sym-
bol for women and by conveying his
greetings as well as the leadership’s
greetings to all Yemeni women in
rural, urban and desert areas.

He said that all societies were aware
of the importance of women’s contri-
butions to all sectors, pointing out to
the Yemeni constitution which stipu-

girls, improve their health and to stim-
ulate their participation in the fields of
development and economy.

He described women as the source of
life, as well as caretaker and guide of
generations. He highlighted the gov-
ernment’s commitment to promote
women'’s participation, including reso-
lutions taken by the government last
year concerning the establishment of
general directorates for women in
ministries, to support women’s partic-
ipation and to meet their needs and
interests and to improve the quality of
life for women and guaranteeing their
due rights.

In her speech, Mrs. Amat Al-Aleem
Assoswa welcomed the guests and
highlighted the glorious history of

Yemeni women. Recalling the black
history of the British colonization and
the Imam’s regime during which
women were the most suppressed and
oppressed class, Assoswa expressed
her happiness to what Yemeni women
have achieved at the present time.
However, “ Women still need more
attention from the government, family
and society in order to fill the gap
between man and woman in many
fields such as education, decision-
making, etc.,” she added.

Ms. Joke Buringa, First Secretary
Gender and Development,
Netherlands Embassy Expressed her
gladness at the recent revival of the
gender task force under coordination
of the National Women’s Committee.
She explained how understanding of
women’s needs and interests changed
drastically and how women became
no longer passive recipients of devel-
opment but active participants. She
further described the adoption by the
General Assembly of the United
Nations of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination  against Women
(CEDAW) in 1979 as the most impor-
tant achievement of the period.

A number of messages were also read
on the occasion such as Koffi Anan’s,
Mr. Boualem Aktouf, the UNDP
Resident Representative, a. i., Mr.
Mark Malloch Brown the UNDP
Administrator and others.

Mahasen Al-Hawati:
Q: What does the 8th
of March mean for
you?
A: This day is one of
it our important days. All
people at both the public and the offi-
cial levels pay attention to woman
affairs and conduct activities embody-
ing women status and achievements in
the society. We in Yemen give this day
special meaning because it portrays
attention paid to all in various fields
and for me I am very happy in this
day, and I feel that it is one of the days
which are very close to our hearts as
women.
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Yemen Commercial Bank

Congratulates

President Ali Abdullah Saleh

Q: There are many calls and slogans
on women’s rights, develop and
upgrade their conditions and roles
in society, how it is possible to
achieve that, given the fact of having
a biggest rate of illiteracy?

A: Yes, I agree with you in this point
that there is big rate of illiterate people
in our country especially among
women, but women’s rights are stipu-
lated in constitutions, laws, and the
law of Islam. But the problem here is
who would translate these laws into
actual steps or rights actually granted.
Illiteracy plays crucial roles in hinder-
ing our role as women in getting our
rights. In addition to this, our tradi-
tions and customs represent the essen-
tial obstacle. The man also does not
support women to get their rights. The
fourth reason is related to the educated
women themselves because they do
not join hands with illiterate women.
They are existent, but there is no
awareness among people. I think if
women and men join their forces for
creating awareness of these rights,
they can achieve some good leaps in
this regard.

Q: I have asked a woman, a chief
editor of a newspaper for an inter-
view, but her husband refused to
allow me to picture her, what do
think of that?

A: This is an individual stance, so we
must not involve on this matter. In my
opinion, I see that while the woman
works as a journalist, she must be free.
On the other hand, woman must inter-
act with man in all subjects, especially
in the press field.

Q: In our society, few women are
involved in political activities, how
do you explain that?

A: The fact is that people think wrong-
ly of women. They think her incapable
of managing her own affairs, how then
could she take care of others'! This
unrealistic opinion about women'’s
capabilities is the outcome of illiteracy
and lack of awareness of their rights.
A woman could be educated and hold-
ing high degrees but not having a

degree of awareness and thus could
not change the mode of her life and
personality. Education could facilitate
for her to get a job but to be a leading
figure in the society is what her real
suffering is in our country. The differ-
ence between the educated and illiter-
ate woman is that the educated woman
believes she must not subordinate to
man, while non-educated woman does
not take such a stand.

Q: Are you married?

A: No, I am not married, but I hope
that I will get married to someone who
could understand me well.

A: Don’t you believe that women
are in need of men?

A: No, a woman is in need of a man,
life can not be complete without a
man. She is need of a man who would
stand by her and guide her if she has
done something wrong but not to treat
her in a harsh way.

Bahriya Shamsheer
Ali: Vice Chairman of
Equal Opportunities
Project of G.T.Z _
German Agency for
Technical Cooperation.

Q: What does the 8th of March
mean to you? N

A: It means many things for me. It
means struggle for the sake of women’
causes.

Q: There are many calls and slogans
on women’s rights, develop and
upgrade their conditions and roles
in society, how is it possible to
achieve that, given the fact of having
the biggest rate of illiteracy?

A: We have to put an end to illiteracy
among women because women could
not be developed if they are illiterate,
essentially they are unaware. This is
their actual problem. The other point
is that if decision- makers grant us
these rights we can then develop our-
selves. But if those in power and deci-
sion-making do not grant women their
rights there would not be any use
because all these can be obtained
through laws. That why I told you of
the need of continued struggle, it is

Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussain Al-Ahmer and Parliament, Dr. Abdul-Karim Al-Iryani, Prime Minister

and his Government Mr. Abdulaziz Abdulghani and Consultative Council,
and the Yemeni people
on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha Al-Mubarak

Many Happy Returns

very difficult situation and we have a
long way to go.

Q: How can equality between the
woman and the man be achieved,
and in what fields?

A: I do not believe that there is some-
thing is called equality. There is a need
called giving equal opportunities to
both man and woman. It was said the
proper man in the proper place and
now I say the proper woman in the
proper place.

Radyah Shamsher:

Q: What does the 8th
of March mean for
you?

A: This day is a great
day because it has
chronicled women’s struggle for their
legitimate rights all over the world. On
this day we recall when women work-
ers in a textile factory in the U.S. city
of Chicago launched their uprising in
late 19th century, demanding their
rights to working hours equal to those
of their male colleagues. Women
workers were doing longer hours with
half wages compared to those paid to
men. That date represents a distin-
guishable turning-point in the history
of woman's struggle. Today we are
celebrating the International Women's
Day by all public and private sectors
institutions in Yemen for the first time
under the state of unity. This ceremo-
ny marking the Day is considered a
remarkable gain for Yemeni women.
In addition, the ceremony of honoring
Yemeni female journalists is ushering
a forward stand for women. Two or
three years ago men even abstained
from mentioning the 8th of March as a
Day for women. This is an indication
that Yemeni people started to compre-
hend the role of women in the devel-
opment process. We are now working
to establish the relationship with men
in all fields. Men should realize that
they are not the only owners of deci-
sions, but they have to share women
because women are now present and
active in all Yemeni universities and
entering all walks of life.

Continued on page 17
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“The Blind” A Journey of Nonstop Suffering and Brutality of Social Insurance
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0 one can imagine
how unbearable the
conditions of the blind
in our country are.
They always suffer
despite their patience and temerity
on account of the bad treatment they
receive form the Ministry of

Insurances and Social Affairs. All
aids and funds donated from bene-
factors and foreign societies are not
fairly distributed. Moreover, in

The beaten-up blind children

many cases the Ministry prohibits
funding organizations from render-
ing aids to the blind. Official sources
reveal that there are 4700 blind per-
sons who do not have residence and
are perforce taking to beggary
because the carelessness of the
Ministry of Insurances.

Al-Nour Center, located in Sana’a,
embodies a real tragedy that tear the
hearts of the blinded because of the
harsh treatment they are meted out
by the Ministry of Insurances and
other official authorities. The center
itself is on its last legs with broken
water pipes and out-of-order bath-
rooms and, in addition to that, all the
blind do not have suitable clothes,
clean food and good health care.

To highlight this situation and

express their discontent, the blind
organized a peaceful protest march
to the building of the Ministry of
Insurances and Social Affairs.
However, what they found was
nothing more than disdain and disre-
spect from  workers there.
Furthermore, they were subject to
harsh beating and kicking from the
guards of the Ministry and the gen-
eral security. As a result of this mer-
ciless assault, the blinded suffered
injuries, abrasions and even bone
fractures. Some of them fell uncon-
scious, others stayed in the hospital
for more than five days and few
even bled not to mention some who
were imprisoned. This brutal act was
a blatant wviolation of
human rights because
those brutal soldiers dis-
regarded all canons of the
constitution which pro-
hibit violation the human
rights against the blind.
Al-Nour Center submitted
a letter to the Minister of
Insurances in which the
blind asked for their legit-
imate rights. The latter
responded disdainfully,
reporting saying to his
Undersecretary:  “Dear
Undersecretary, what do they want”
as if he was not aware of their
demands.

The Yemen Times broke the ice and
tried to analyze the problems of this
vulnerable section of the society:

Mr. Abdullah Saleh Al-Nomayri:
“We started a peaceful protest to
protest against malicious grabbing
of our land express our disapproval
of taking our land by the Ministry of
Insurances. However, we found our-
selves targets. for the sticks of the
Ministry’s soldiers causing me
injuries in my right eye and back.
Our demands are legal and simple
and all we ask for is a new set of
clothes every year, hygienic food
and clean residence”

Mr. Mohammed Ali: “We registered
our protest against the Ministry
grabbing our land forcing the blind
to streets since we do not have
enough residential accommodation.
So, this is why we asked for building
a new residence instead of
Ministry's offices. We have author-
ized a committee to file our
demands to the president’s office
and the Cabinet.”

Some one, who requested anonymi-
ty complained that he always gets
beaten because they accuse him of
instigating others. “First, it is really
a big tragedy to see the new mem-
bers turned away every year because
of the limited number of rooms in
the residence. So what happened to
us on Sunday, 6 March was even a
bigger tragedy. We were shocked by
General Security beating us harder
than the lsraelis do in Palestine. We
have previously informed Mr.
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Butani,
Minister of Insurances, of our
demands and he told us: “You eat
and drink what more are you look-
ing for?” We answered him:
“Animals drink and eat too. So what
is the difference”. Our center is half-
disintegrated despite all the aids we
receive simply because they do not
reach us. For, example, in 1995 a
Dutch organization leaded by a
woman named Clair offered to build
several classes for study but the
Ministry of Insurances and Social
Insurances asked the donors to give
them the money assuring that they
would do the job.

We appeal to the international socie-
ty to understand and appreciate our
problems. But no-one seems to be
listening. There were many a blind
including some kids namely Taha
Abdullah Abduh, Yousif Al-Fakeeh,
Moktar Sayf, Mohammed Al-Tam,
Mohammed  Al-Ba’adani and
Mohammed Al-Mahagery who

rab Bank pic

where beaten severely. They
explained, with a choked voice and
signs of beating clearly visible all
over their bodies: “The soldiers told
us to go up to the Ministers office
and once we went in they started
taking us out one by one beating us
harshly in our backs and necks with
the bottom of their shotguns and
with metal wires.”

Mr. Mohammed
Ahmed Zyad,
Chief of Al-Nour
Center said: “The
center was estab-
lished in 1967 in
Sana’a and it had
only 20 students then. In 1979, we
built this center and there was no
Ministry support then. Then, in 1983
the then Minister asked us to con-
struct some buildings for the
Ministry of Insurances.

Last Thursday 1 was told that the
Ministry was making some con-
struction in our yard. Many of the
blind who came from all around
Sana’a, some of whom have gradu-
ated 20 years ago, gathered and
buried the foundations of the build-
ings of the Ministry of Insurances on
Friday 3 March. Next morning, I
went to the Minister’s office and
suggested that they stop the con-
struction and calm the situation but
he insisted on the continuation of the
project saying that the blind came
only to study, eat and drink. They
have nothing to do with the land. He
also threatened to fire me from the
administration of the center. Half an
hour later, the Minister sent his
orders for the construction to
continue.

The center now has 135 stu-
dents and we refuse accepting
50 to 60 more blind every year
because of the limited seats
available. Moreover, the center
does not receive any aids even
the barest minimum necessary
to save patients. Therefore, I

P

would like to ask all benefactors and

International Organizations to help

us get the necessary amenities at the
center. They can sensitize utilization
of the grants by themselves.

As for the decaying health condition
of the blind, Assistant Doctor Mr.
Fouad Doa’aysh says: “We, at the
center, lack many health care neces-
sities. Every thing that we have at
the center is unhealthy and causes
disease: food, beds and residence.
Besides the Ministry of Health gives
us hardly enough materials. Now,
after the blind have been beaten
many of them suffer greatly. So, if
any body is sincerely interested in
the welfare of these hapless victims
of destiny, he could come and visit
our center to directly experience the
situation.

Mr. Hassan, Chief

the blind, said:
“The Ministry
always asks
aids in the name of
the blind. The
beatings in the harsh manner pres-
ents a good example of its dealing
with us. We ask all international
human rights organizations to stand
with us in our tragedy for we are
blind and handicapped, deprived of
the privilege of leading a normal
life. We all know that all laws, reli-
gions and constitutions prohibit
assault on the blind. Finally, we ask
his Excellency, the President to
solve our problems because he is the
father of us all”

Congratulates President

Ali Abdullah Saleh

and the Yemeni people

On the occasion of Eid Al-Adha Al-Mubarak
Many Happy Returns

&0 o iyl dend

—
EY dpanll o ol ) Sl el A o
dJonlluc e

ol il 1 g

of The Society for

for |

)4_.‘}":

Vogds al b o

et Ui Lo oty

Lyl =3

G

a4 PV it -
e Ll ks

fead 1 gt
';fr/.hgiz;.._.:_ t

T

I P g

S
Sl
i

D e e it
gy k| 0 2

= —— -
B b ) S e e sl £

iy . s i i O s g

F A i P R SRR Sy ol Dyt il i i

ot B s L G e by g L o e gt 30 ity
# Py Sty Sl o B 2 e e g
N T i B e 3 L 1 i hoeadty B ]

A R A B R B B

s By e i it |

A s

AT 0y Bl ot
T

- ekl e

5k s ks ke o U ey
i s o ek et 0 ) o
3 et oty i Sl o iy ey
e 2 R TR g B B el

3 FH o ey

Foilas b

i B
3 s gl

ana
Gan

W ity il

R g e ety

e S T

B

G

3

| REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

| weisary of Social Securily

i wrd Social Attaes
[

e e
-

S
= 5

Lo
et e

S
S e

Sh R

= S
CELGEELE R R R e
S

G

i

Ehliell (Y| i Aswbived
(SIS 19 et 19 ity pad ) e Alt] s3Le)

Profound Experience
Strength in origin

e : S S rﬁ:fﬁ‘ ”’?{@iﬁﬁ@hﬁfﬁ”;ﬂ%%ﬁa”;” .

e  Arab bank is the only bank in Yem

through which the customers can make withdrawals in YR,
USD, Local Transfers in YR and different enquiries on their

‘accounts. This service is available “

week through the
| Sena'm:2

e




EMEN
March 13th 2000hME§

10 |
U.S. Department of State

2nd in a Series

Yemen Report on Human Rights Practices for 1999

SECTION 2. RESPECY FOR
CIVIL LIBERTIES, INCLUDING:
a. Freedom of Speech and Press

The Constitution restricts freedom of
speech and of the press “within the
limits of the law,” and the Government
influences the media and limits press
freedom. Some security officials
attempt to influence press coverage by
threatening, harassing, and detaining
journalists. Although most citizens are
uninhibited in their private discussions
of domestic and foreign policies, some
are cautious in public, fearing harass-
ment for criticism of the Government.
The Press Law criminalizes “the
humiliation of the State, the Cabinet,
or parliamentary institutions,” and the
publication of “false information™ that
“threatens public order or the public
interest.”

The relative freedom of the press per-
mitted between unification (1990) and
the civil war (1994) has not been
reestablished. An atmosphere of gov-
ernment pressure on independent and
political party journals continues that
was not present before the civil war.
The international human rights group,
the Committee to Protect Journalists,
criticized the Government for restric-
tions, harassment, and arbitrary deten-
tion directed at journalists.

The Ministry of Information influ-
ences the media by its control of most
printing presses, by subsidies to cer-
tain newspapers, and by its ownership
of the country’s sole television and
radio outlets. Only one newspaper, the
thrice-weekly Aden independent Al-
Ayyam, owns its own press. The
Government selects the items to be
covered in news broadcasts, and often
does not permit broadcast reporting
critical of the Government. However,
during the presidential election cam-
paign, the media extensively covered
both candidates and reported in full the
many critical comments made by the
President’s opponent. The
Government televises parliamentary
debates but may edit them selectively
to delete criticism.

In 1998 the Government implemented
regulations for the 1990 Press Law.
The new regulations specify, among
other things, that newspapers must
apply annually to the Government for
licensing renewal, and that they must
show continuing evidence of about
$4,375 (YR 700,00) in operating capi-
tal. Some journalists welcomed the
new regulations, saying that they were
long overdue. Others claimed that they
were designed to drive some opposi-
tion newspapers out of business.
Although newspapers are allowed to
criticize the Government, journalists
sometimes censor themselves, espe-
cially when writing on such sensitive
issues as government policies toward
the southern governorates, relations
with Saudi Arabia and other foreign
governments, and official corruption.
The penalties for exceeding these self-
imposed limits can be arrest for libel,
dismissal from employment, or
extralegal harassment. Some journal-
ists reported being threatened by secu-
rity officials to change the tone and
substance of their reporting.
Journalists must have a permit to trav-
el abroad, although enforcement of
this restriction is irregular (see Section
2.d.).

During the year there was a significant
increase in incidents in which journal-
ists were detained for questioning for
short periods of time for writing arti-
cles that were critical of the
Government or that the Government
considered touched on sensitive sub-
jects. For example, in 1 week in May,
six newspapers (Yemen Times, Al-
Ayyam, Al-Shoura, Al-Thawri, Al-
Wahdawi, and Al-Haq) were sum-
moned to appear before the Special
Media Court for violating the Press
Law. However, most individual jour-
nalists and the Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate acknowledge that there was
a decrease during the year in incidents
of extralegal governmental harass-
ment.

Beginning in late December 1998, the
Ministry of Information closed the
independent weekly newspaper Al-
Ray Al-Amm for 5 months for pub-
lishing an article critical of the

Government of Saudi Arabia. The
newspaper reopened in May.

From mid-December 1998 through
late January, security officials in Marib
detained Hassan al-Zaidi, a Yemen
Times correspondent, and a German
journalist who were investigating the
kidnapping of a German citizen by
tribesmen in the region.

In February PSO officials detained
Nu'man Qaid Seif, editor in chief of
the opposition Al-Shoura newspaper,
for 3 days on the charge of disseminat-
ing false information. Seif had written
an editorial on corruption critical of
President Saleh entitled “The
President Is Urged to Fight
Corruption.”

In February the Ministry of
Information closed Al-Shoura newspa-
per, the newspaper of the Islamist
opposition party Union of Popular
Forces (UPF), as well as a new, com-
peting version of the same newspaper.
The second Al-Shoura appeared fol-
lowing an ideological split in the UPF.
Under the Press Law, it is illegal for
more than one newspaper to use the
same name. Some journalists allege
that the Government financed the sec-
ond Al-Shoura in order to create a pre-
text to shut down the outspokenly crit-
ical original Al-Shoura. A court in
April allowed the original Al-Shoura
to resume publication and upheld the
suspension of the second Al-Shoura,
but in September an appeals court
ordered the original newspaper to
cease publication pending the
Supreme Court’s decision as to which
faction had the right to Al-Shoura’s
name. At year’s end the case remained
unresolved.

In March security officials imprisoned
Abdul Latif Kutbi Omar, editor in
chief of the opposition Rabeta Party-
affiliated Al-Haq newspaper, for 4
days for publishing an article claiming
that the Government had granted the
United States the right to operate a
military base on Socotra Island. Some
journalists report that authorities sus-
pect Omar of having links to the
London-based secessionist leader
Abdul-Rahman al-Jiffri, who fled
Yemen 1994 and who now heads the
Yemeni National Opposition Front
(MOW]) (see Section 1.e.).

In May four masked armed men
severely beat Saif al-Hadheri, the edi-
tor in chief of the independent weekly
Al-Shumua. A few days prior to the
assault, the newspaper published an
editorial on corruption that directly
criticized the Minister of Finance. The
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate and the
Committee to Protect Journalists
called on the Minister of Interior to
investigate the assault. However, a
court determined that the issue was
personal and dismissed the case.

Also in May, the Ministry of
Information threatened to close the
Aden weekly Al-Ayyam, the largest-
circulating newspaper in the country,
after it published an editorial entitled
“Let’s Talk about Unity from a Social
Perspective,” which criticized the
structure of local government, where-
by southern provinces are governed by
officials from the north. The Ministry
claimed that the editorial instigated
“national feuds,” separatism, and
harmed national unity. Journalist Ali
Haitham al-Ghareeb was arrested and
held for 5 days. Editor Hisham Ba
Sharahil was summoned by state pros-
ecutors and questioned for 4 hours. Ba
Sharahil was charged with violating a
January court order banning publica-
tion of court proceedings of the trial of
a group of British nationals whom the
Government alleged had conspired to
commit acts of terrorism in Yemen: Al-
Ayyam had published comments made
by the defense lawyer to the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC).
Ghareeb was sentenced to a 10-month
suspended prison term. Ba Sharahil
received a 6-month suspended sen-
tence and a $62.50 (YR 10,000) fine.
In June the Government filed a case
against Ahmen al-Ashwal, a journalist
for Al-Wahdawi newspaper, for pub-
lishing an article about corruption in
the selection of teachers at Sana'a
University. He was fined $62.50 (YR
10,000). In June security forces arrest-
ed Hassan Bin Husainoon, a journalist

with Al-Haq newspaper, for writing an
article entitled “In Hadramout there
are Non-Unity Practices,” which
alleged that officials in Hadramout
governorate discriminate among resi-
dents. In October a court suspended
publication of Al-Haq for 1 month for
inciting “sectarianism” and “regional-
ism,” and fined editor Abdel Latif Al-
Kutbi $250 (40,000 riyals) and
Husainoon and two other journalists,
Ismail Al-Riashi and Abdullah
Ilamadi, $62.50 (10,000 riyals).

In August journalist and lawyer Nabil
al-Amoudi was brought before the
Abyan preliminary court for writing an
article critical of the Government and
the human rights situation in Yemen.
The case still was pending at year’s
end, but al-Amoudi is not imprisoned.
In August Jamal Ahmed Amer, editor
of Al-Wahdawi newspaper and mem-
ber of the opposition Nasserite Party,
was detained and held incommunicado
for 6 days for writing an article critical
of Yemeni-Saudi Arabian relations.
The Minister of Interior personally
questioned Amer by telephone. Al-
Wahdawi's editor, Abdelaziz Sultan,
also was called for questioning and
interrogated personally by the Minister
of Information. Amer has filed a suit
against the Minister of Interior, which
still is pending. Also in August, securi-
ty officials detained Jamil al-Samit, a
journalist for the Taiz-based official
newspaper Al-Jumhurriyah, for writ-
ing an article about the use of exces-
sive force by the military in putting
down a civilian protest in Quradah
(see Section 1.a.). He remains impris-
oned in Taiz central prison.

In September Al-Ayyam’s editor
Hisham Ba Sharahil twice was called
to the Aden prosecutor’s office for
questioning. He first was called in con-
nection to the publication in August of
an interview with Islamic militant Abu
Hamza al-Masri (see Section 1l.e.),
then was summoned a few days later,
for publication in July of an opposition
statement that allegedly misquoted the
Koran.

In October 1998, three journalists
from Al-Thawri, the newspaper of the
Yemen Socialist Party, were acquitted
of all charges related to the case
brought against them by the Sana’a
prosecutor’s office in relation to arti-
cles criticizing the Government.

The editor of Al-Shoura, the newspa-
per of the Islamist opposition party
UPF, stated in August that traditional
mediation and a published apology
effectively had ended the case brought
against the newspaper by the
Government in 1995. The case
involved two journalists who had been
found guilty of slander and character
assassination against an important
sheikh, a leader of the Islaah party. The
judge ordered that the newspaper be
closed and that the journalists be
flogged with 80 lashes, stopped from
working for 1 year, and fined $625
(YR 100,000). The Ministry of Justice
suspended this judgment while
reviewing its conformity with law and
judicial procedure.

After he died in a traffic accident in
June, the Special Media Court termi-
nated the case that it had filed against
Abdul Aziz al-Saqqaf, the editor of the
English-language weekly Yemen
Times, for publishing a story question-
ing the disposition of government
profits from oil exports. The Yemen
Times requested that the case be con-
tinued, arguing that the charges
involved the newspaper’s journalism,
not Al-Saqgaf personally, but the judge
sustained his ruling.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
defends freedom of the press and pub-
licizes human rights concerns. For
example in September it sponsored a
symposium on “Media and Its Role in
Spreading a Human Rights Culture.”
Critics claim that the Syndicate has too
many nonjournalist members who sup-
port government policy. In the spring,
several independent and opposition
party journalists formed a rival union,
the Committee for the Defense of
Journalists, under the leadership of
Hisham Ba Sharahil, the publisher of
Al-Ayyam newspaper, to defend more
vigorously journalists harassed by the
Government.

Customs officials confiscate foreign
publications regarded as pornographic
or objectionable because of religious
or political content. The Ministry of
Information routinely delayed the dis-
tribution of international Arabic-lan-
guage dailies such as Al-Hayat and Al-
Sharq Al-Awsat in an apparent effort
to decrease their sales in the country.
For several days in February, the
Ministry banned sales of Al-Hayat
because it published a threat from the
Aden-Abyan Islamic Army against
foreign ambassadors in Sana’a, and
Al-Sharq Al-Awsat because it printed
allegations that Yemen was providing
arms to the Aideed faction in Somalia
and supporting Eritrea in that coun-
try’s war with Ethiopia.

An author must obtain a permit from
the Ministry of Culture to publish a
book. Most books are approved, but
the process is time-consuming for the
author. The author must submit copies
of the book to the Ministry. Officials at
the National Library must read and
endorse the text. It then is submitted to
a special committee for final approval.
If a book is not deemed appropriate for
publication, the Ministry simply does
not issue a decision. Publishers usual-
ly do not deal with an author who has
not yet obtained a permit.

An estimated 5,000 persons use the
Internet and 3,540 persons subscribe
to it. The Government does not impose
restrictions on Internet use, but most
persons find that equipment and sub-
scriptions costs are prohibitively high.
Teleyemen, a parastatal company
under the Ministry of
Telecommunications, is the country’s
sole Internet service provider. With the
exception of mowj.com, the website of
the Yemeni National Opposition Front,
the Government does not block politi-
cally oriented websites (see Section
L.f).

Academic freedom is restricted some-
what because of the extreme politi-
cization of university campuses. A
majority of professors and students
align themselves with either the ruling
GPC party or the opposition Islaah
party. Each group closely monitors the
activities of the other. Top administra-
tive positions usually are awarded to
political allies of these two major par-
ties.

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly &
Association

There are no constitutional restrictions
on the right to assemble peacefully;
however, the Government limited this
right in practice. The Government
claims that it bans and disrupts some
demonstrations to prthem from degen-
erating into riots and violence. The
Government requires a permit for
these purposes, but it issues them rou-
tinely. Government informers monitor
meetings and assemblies. Following
the demonstrations of June and July
1998, the Government sent a draft law
to Parliament in September 1998 that
would impose significant limitations
on the right to assemble and to demon-
strate. The draft law was criticized by
many lawyers, human rights activists,
and members of Parliament. The
Parliament continues to withhold
action on this proposed law.

In April security authorities banned a
rally by the Yemeni Socialist Party in
Al Dali governorate to commemorate
the deaths of the

tions.

There are no constitutional restrictions
on the freedom of association, and the
Government generally respects this
right in practice. Associations must
obtain an operating license from the
Ministry of Labor, usually a routine
matter.

c. Freedom of Religion

Islam is the state religion, and
although followers of other religions
are free to worship according to their
beliefs, the Government places some
restrictions on religious practice; it
bans proselytizing by non-Muslims
and forbids conversions.

Virtually all citizens are Muslims,
either of the Zaydi branch of Shi’a
Islam or the Shafa’i branch of Sunni
Islam. There are also some Ismailis in
the north. Private Islamic organiza-
tions may maintain ties to pan-Islamic
organizations and operate schools, but
the Government monitors their activi-
ties.

Most Christians are foreign residents,
except for a few families of Indian ori-
gin in Aden. There are several church-
es and Hindu temples in Aden, but no
non-Muslim public places of worship
exist in the former North Yemen. The
Government does not allow the build-
ing of new non-Muslim places of wor-
ship without permission. Church serv-
ices are held regularly without harass-
ment in private homes or facilities
such as schools. However, security
forces occasionally censor the mail of
Christian clergy who minister to the
foreign community, ostensibly to pre-
vent proselytizing.

Christian missionaries operate in
Yemen and most are dedicated to the
provision of medical services; others
are employed in teaching and social
services.

Under Islam the conversion of a
Muslim to another religion is consid-
ered apostasy, a crime punishable by
death. There were no reports of cases
in which the crime has been charged or
prosecuted by government authorities.
Nearly all of the country’s once sizable
Jewish population has emigrated.
There are no legal restrictions on the
few hundred Jews who remain,
although there are traditional restric-
tions on places of residence and choice
of employment (see Section 5).
Following unification of North and
South Yemen in 1990, owners of prop-
erty previously expropriated by the
Communist government of the former
People’s Democratic Republic of
Yemen, including religious organiza-
tions, were invited to seek restitution
of their property. However, imple-
mentation of the process, including for
religious institutions, has been
extremely limited, and very few prop-
erties have been returned to any previ-
ous owner..

d. Freedom of Movement Within the
Country, Foreign Travel,

migration, and Repatriation

There were some limits on freedom of
movement. In general the Government
does not obstruct domestic travel,
although the army and security forces
maintain checkpoints on major roads.
There were no reports that security
forces killed or injured persons at
checkpoints during the year, as had
been reported in previous years (see
Section 1.a.).

In certain areas, armed tribesmen
occasionally man checkpoints along-
side military or security officials, and
subject travelers to physical harass-
ment, bribe demands, or theft.
The Government does not obstruct
routinely foreign travel or the right to
emigrate and return. However, jour-
nalists must have a permit to travel
abroad. Women must obtain permis-
sion from a male relative before apply-
ing for a passport or departing the
country. Enforcement of the restric-
tions on journalists and women is
irregular.
Immigrants and refugees traveling
within the country often are required
by security officials at government
checkpoints to show that they possess
resident status or refugee identification
cards.
The law does not include provisions
for granting refugee or asylee status in
accordance with the provisions of the
1951 U.N. Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees and its 1967
Protocol. However, the Government
has granted refugee status to some per-
sons and resettled them.
The Government in 1998 offered first
asylum to 13,937 Somalis, who fled
the fighting in that country. This
brought the total number of registered
Somali refugees in the country to
57,400. The Government also cooper-
ated with the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) in assisting refugees from
Eritrea (2,500 persons), Ethiopia
(2,600 persons) and various other
countries (150 persons). The
Government permitted the UNHCR to
monitor the situation of 2,000 Iragis in
Yemen.
Approximately 47,300  Somali
refugees have been integrated into
society and are no longer receiving
food or financial assistance from the
UNHCR. However, they still are eligi-
ble for medical treatment at UNHCR
facilities in Aden and Sana’a. Also, the
UNHCR provides small loans to
refugee women who wish to initiate
income-generating activities.
The UNHCR provides food and med-
ical assistance for up to 10,500
Somalis and Ethiopians in a temporary
refugee camp at al-Jahin in Abyan
governorate. Children receive school-
ing in the camp, and adults are eligible
for vocational training. The
Government in 1998 approved a new
UNHCR facility to be built at a site in
Lahaj governorate, and at year’s end, it
was under construction. The UNHCR,
in coordination with the Government,
issues identification cards to Somali
refugees and recognized cases of other
nationalities.
The UNHCR reports that the
Government consults with it prior to
returning illegal immigrants to their
countries of origin in order to avoid
the involuntary repatriation of
refugees with a credible fear of perse-
cution. There were no reports of the
forced return of persons to a country
where they feared persecution. The
UNHCR facilitated the voluntary repa-
triation of some Eritrean and Ethiopian
refugees, as well as the voluntary
return of 1,659 Somali refugees to
areas of Somalia that are considered
safe.

To continue next week.: Section 3

two persons who

were killed by
police during vio-
lent demonstra-

tions in Mukallah
in April 1998. YSP
leaders claimed the
authorities banned
the demonstration
under the pretext
that there is no law
to regulate march-
es and demonstra-
tions.

In July police
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The Pilgrimage: A Universal Convention

he Fifth Pillar of Islam is
one of the most phenome-
nal human religious expe-
riences. It is a religious
rite of several steps and
measures that are geared to not only
bring rewards to the worshipper in the
hereafter, but also to provide the
believer with a true sense of himself
and a greater understanding of the
world around him. For sure, the Hajj
is the largest communal religious ritu-
al practiced, not only for Moslems but
also for all the religions of the world.
The 4-5 day religious journey is more
than a journey of salvation. It is a uni-
versal conveation, where people from
all walks of life from all over the
world meet and interact together, lis-
ten to each other and feel the equality
of mankind in its truest manifesta-
tions. Notwithstanding all the conven-
iences and facilities that the Saudi
authorities have built in the areas
where the pilgrims must stay for pre-
scribed periods of time over the five
day period, it is indeed difficult not to
go through the journey without endur-
ing some hardships, as it is just impos-
sible to expect that 2 million people
can be accommodated comfortably
and leisurely at a given time no matter
how many conveniences and facilities
are built into the process. Moreover
the rush to move over from one area to
another before the limited time ends
poses great strains on the facilities, no
matter how abundant they are.
Apart from the spiritual implications
involved in the Hajj, one cannot fail to
see that indeed the Hajj provides a true
learning experience for men and
women. For one there is the theme of
the Unity of the Deity and the corre-
sponding equality of mankind before
the eyes of the Creator. When under-
going the Hajj, all Moslems are
expected to forget their origins before
coming to Mecca and the other areas
that entail the journey of spiritual sal-
vation. Being clothed in basically two
unseen or tailored pieces of cloth or
towels (for the men), and in simple
attire that covers all the body physique
for women, except the face, the

By Hassan Al-Hazf"

Moslem worshipper is bound to com-
prehend that in the eyes of the world
there are no kings or queens, movie
idols or cultural and political celebri-
ties. In the Hajj it is only man and
God that exist together with the latter
reigning supreme above all, and the
former being totally under His mercy.
In the Hajj, men are not gauged by
their color, wealth, political prestige
and influence. In the Hajj all people
are the same and they have lost all
their mundane attributes of glamour,
prosperity and material wealth. In the
Hajj, the only wealth to be found is the
wealth obtained by all the good deeds
that one pursues over time to gain the
favor of only One King, the Creator of
all the mountains and desert ground
and blue sky that surrounds the pil-
grimage sites, and man turns out to be
no matter than the feeble creature that
is equally exposed to the same ele-
ments of nature and the same pre-
scribed rites that all Moslems must
carry out as precisely as possible. In
the Hajj people are to forget how to be
angry and spiteful and all the bad lan-
guage and curses that reflect anger,
hate or even emotional pressure. As
much as possible men and women
should prevent talking to each other or
trying to persuade each other of their
own magnificence. In the Hajj, the
only Magnificence to be found is the
Magnificence of the Lord, and the
only effective dialogue is a one way
discourse with the Lord, as the wor-
shipper is forced to realize that in the
Day of Judgement, this is really how
men will be put before their Lord and
Master and will be forced to answer
for all their transgressions and oppres-
sion of their fellow men. In the Hajj,
men and women are equal in their
search for salvation and mercy for all
the times they have forgotten that in
the end it is the Al-Mighty who will
have the last word in the judgement of
men and how they have used the gift
of life and all the bounties one enjoys
over the course of their lives to do well
in serving their Lord and in promoting
the welfare of humanity by all the
resources that came under their con-

trol. In the Hajj material mundane
wealth is no parameter for distinction.
It becomes meaningless as barbers and
great industrialists stand side by side
in the largest religious congregation of
all times, reflecting how truly meek
we are and showing that no matter
how much wealth we gather and no
matter how many assets we accumu-
late, legally or illegally, it may be
more of a heavy burden than we have
come to realize as the wealthy lavish
in extravagance only to find that “One
man’s wealth is at the expense of
another man’s hunger. The Hajj is
nothing more than an indication that
all our pursuits in life are meaningless
unless they are targeting the favor of
the Lord and the development and
welfare of mankind. In the Hajj, those
who have plundered the resources of
the world for their own selfish greed
have truly transgressed on themselves,
leaving behind only a record of their
evil carnage to be taken over by reck-
less heirs who know full well that the
owner of the estate had left for himself
a bad record of gnawing upon the
rights of many people in order to accu-
mulate such wealth. It is an opportu-
nity for evil doers to recollect their
misdeeds and to contemplate how to
go about correcting their dark past to
make for all the bad marks that they
have accumulated way up there in the
Heavens, which will be put before
their eyes when that final day of
accounting to the Lord comes.

From the moment that one joins the
flow of pilgrims on their way to
Mecca from all the corners of the
world, one is bound to feel the aura of
exuberance of millions of people
throughout the world who have now
become a part of a common experi-
ence unequalled by any experience.
The cries of “We are here to answer
Your Call, Oh One who has no part-
ner”, one is bound to be literally pulled
out of the plastic mundane world we
live in and to feel that in the end there
is really nothing that matters, unless it
is for seeking the favor of the Lord.
Thus wealthy men are bound to ask
themselves, Where did my wealth

come from; what am I doing with it;
who does it really belong to; what of it
do I take with me when I am thrown in
the grave as quick as possible once my
soul has departed? Yes, these and
many other questions come into the
minds of the wealthy as they are
turned into merely a speck within a
multitude that flows simultaneously
from all the corners of the world to the
Center of the Universe. For the not so
wealthy, it is a chance to thank the
Lord for not having to burden them
with so much material wealth that
could be a source of accountability
with great undesirable consequences
when all of mankind is laid out before
the Lord, not being to look anywhere
except to the Face of the Lord, in all of
His Majesty, as he passes judgement
on every step we have taken in the
world, and for every word we have
spoken and for every transgression
inflicted. Thank God, Lord that you
have left me without such wealth and
kept me sustainable with just enough
to keep me and loved ones going out
of my own sweat and efforts. Thank
God, Al-Mighty that when there was a
chance for me to do what is to Your
Delight, I did not hesitate to throw all
of my resources at your disposal to
relieve the agonies of my fellow
Moslems or any other human beings
who have become victims of natural
calamity or the transgressions of their
fellow men, who have forgotten that
they are all subject to God’s adjudica-
tion of all their deeds — good or bad!
The Hajj is a journey of discipline,
where men and women must exercise
a significant level of self control, hid-
ing their passions and emotions and
even some of their physical cravings,
which are permitted in the normal
course of life, or else they have to sac-
rifice some of their material wealth as
repentance for their lack of self con-
trol.

When one reaches the Holy Land, one
is bound to sense the poor humble sta-
tus of men, no matter what status he or
she may have at home. He or she is
now nothing more than a part of an
uncontrollable mob-like scene that is
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controlled only by pand full submis-
sion to the Majesty of the Lord. Itisa
magnificent scene as one realizes that
in the end nothing really matters,
except in how we compare with all
these millions of people who have
gathered where a billion people turn to
five times a day in all the corners of
the World also hoping that indeed they
have answered the Call of the Lord
and that they are in total obedience to

all his commandments. After such a
truly magnificent mass gathering,
without any priests or clerics to dictate
their will upon the worshipper one is
bound to realize that in this world
where this great assembly is gathered
in Mecca and the surrounding area, or
in any other world for that matter we
are driven to, there is only man and
God facing each other and the latter
truly rules Supreme above all.

Executive Secretary of ESCWA, Dr. Hazem El-Beblawi to the Yemen Times:
“ . e e .
The volume of activities that we are Involved in,
in Yemen is not as much as we would like”

r. Hazem El-Beblawi,
i Deputy Secretary-
} General of the UN &
A" Executive Secretary of
the Economic and  Social
Commission for West Asia
(ESCWA) arrived in Yemen on
February 27th, accompanied by a
seven-member team of regional
advisors, expert in various areas:
environment, agriculture, telecom-
munications, information, technolo-
gy, trade and social issues. ESCWA
was established 25 years ago and it
has just celebrated its 25th founding
anniversary. It is one of five region-
al commissions, advocate, like other
similar commissions, of economic
and social development in the
region. It embraces 13 member
states all of which are Arab in Asia
plus Egypt. Dr. Hazem and the
accompanying team have discussed
with Yemeni officials the needs of
Yemen and how ESCWA can pro-
vide Yemen with needed technical
assistance. They have also identified
a few areas where the same experts,
or may be others, will be coming to
Yemen to help support the govern-
ment in its endeavor for economic
and social development. Hisham Al-
Qubati of the Yemen Times inter-
viewed him and filed this report:

Q: What is the resultant of your
meetings with Yemeni officials?

A: I met with Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Supply, Planning,
and of Telecommunications, the head
of environment body, the head of
water authority and the head of popu-
lation administration. | also held a

| meeting with
_| all UN agen-
cies working
here and
some repre-
sentatives of
| donor coun-
tries to give
them some
| idea  about
| our program
and what we
are doing in Yemen in order to coordi-
nate and to enforce our work.
As a result there is a full recognition
on part of Yemeni government. They
need to draw more ESCWA expertise.
We have already identified a few areas
in the field of Trade and environment,
the regional advisor will stay here for
sometime. In other areas, each of the
regional advisors is meeting with his
counterpart to define the areas, the
reports of which will be submitted to
us in the future, proposing that they or
others to come again.

Q: Can you give us an idea about
the activities of the UN in Yemen?

A: I am in charge of the region only. |
do not know in details what are those
activities. But we are more concerned
in the region and also with the member
states of the organization. Our support
is as part of our regional prospective
plans. We look into problems of the
region which are common to many
countries. Then we will help. We also
if we have pilot study which started in
one place in order to generalize it in
other places. So our prospective role is
characterized by two things: one even
if we give advice to one country, we

give this advice within a regional
prospect. We give them advice taking
into consideration what is happening
in the neighboring countries and
assort that the development will be
complementary and coordinated. The
other thing is that we are not a special-
ized agency in agriculture or popula-
tion and so on. We are covering all
these areas so when we help a country
in one of these areas we give it a more
multi-disciplinary rather than from a
narrow perspective of one of these
fields. So our strength and our weak-
ness is that we try to bring the region-
al prospect in our work and we bring
this integrated approach for our activi-
ties

Q: When did cooperation with
Yemen start?

A: Cooperation with Yemen started
from the very beginning of the region-
al commission. As a matter of fact, the
first executive secretary of the region-
al commission ESCWA, was a Yemeni
for more than 10 years. There is a long
working relation between Yemen and
the ESCWA. However, we felt that
during the last few years, the volume
of activities that we are giving to
Yemen is not as we would have
wished, particularly that we consider
Yemen to be a priority area for us
because it is one of two member states
which are less-developed countries.
So we should give them more atten-
tion than the rest of the region

Q: Do you think that Yemen has
benefited from ESCWA’s help?

A: I wish to hope so because other-
wise our visit will be futile. Technical

assistance can not be measured exact-
ly and the message we are conveying
is sometimes enforcing the message
coming from other institutions such as
the World Bank or other UN agencies.
But spreading the same message more
of the advice will bring some changes
in the attitude, in the perception in the
awareness but I can not say that
Yemen has changed its policy because
of ESCWA's advice or because of
UNIDO’s or the World Bank's. This is
a cumulative activity. The end result of
it is to change attitude to bring new
ideas to have a more awareness of the
real problem.

Q: Any last word?

A: Like everyone, from time to time
we have to have a sort of soul search-
ing. So ESCWA after 25 years is going
through this kind of total reassessment
of its work. This was particularly
requested from the member states
when we celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary. To that affect, we just held in
Beirut a brainstorming meeting among
some eminent persons from different
countries including Yemen to see how
ESCWA can be more helpful to the
member states in the new century. In
this meeting, Muhsen Al-Aini was one
of these participants and we identified
over and above what we are doing as
part of our routine work in the areas I
have mentioned. It was indicated that
there are at least three areas which
needed some special attention. One
area is related to the natural resources
and in particular to the issue of the
paradox of the region which is facing
extreme shortage in water and rela-
tively abundance in energy and how
can we use this mixture of insufficien-
cy in water and relative abundance in
energy in order to promote the water
future of the region taking into consid-
eration the environmental and, of

course, to promote technology devel-
opment in as far as to bring this for-
ward. This is one line related to the
question of natural resources but to
concentrate on water in its relation to
energy. One other area was related to
the value system. When we discussed
matters of development we learned to
compile economic with social and
there is no such a thing like economic
development without social and
human development. The question of
our cultural values was also brought.
This region owns some specific val-
ues, but, to what extent these values
and norms are conducive or otherwise
to development. But also this area or

these values are not given their part of
the evolution and their part of the
institutional aspect and this is to a
great extent the outcome of the politi-
cal and the economic institutions. The
institutional aspect as to the relevant
institutions needed for development
such as an adequate information sys-
tem, legal system and enforcement of
the role of law and also the good gov-
ernance and the respect of human
rights. These are three areas which
were indicated to us in the last meet-
ing; one captures the natural
resources, one captures the value sys-
tem and one captures the institutional
system

EMBASSY of the REPUBLIC of SOUTH AFRICA

RIYADH

ool

March 2000.

Company at Al-Qiyadah Street.

MEDIA RELEASE

The South African Government is pleased to announce that the Republic of
Yemen has accepted the nomination of Mr. Mohamed Hassan Zubieri as its
Honorary Consul in the Republic of Yemen. The Commission of Appointment
was deposited with the Chief of Protocol of the Republic of Yemen on the 8th

Mr. Zubieri is the Director General of Zubieri Trading Company based in Sana’a
and a well-known scion of the Yemeni business community.

The Republic of South Africa likewise registers its appreciation to His Excellency
Ali Abdullah Saleh, President of the Republic of Yemen, as well as His
Excellency Abdul Qadir Bajammal, Minister of Foreign Affairs, for having
agreed to the appointment. This event marks an important milestone in relations
between South Africa and the Republic of Yemen.

The consular office will be located at the headquarters of Zubieri Trading

Consular hours will be from 09HO00 to 12HOO from Saturdays through Thursdays.
Issued by the South African Embassy, Riyadh on 6th March 2000.

For contact please call:
Tel: 01-224051 - 01 - 223943
Fax: 01-221611 - 245838



mailto:ICARDA-JOBS@CGIAR.ORG
http://www.cgiar.org/icarda

12

VEMEN
March 13th 2000 hmﬁé

Russian Envoy Discusses Possible
Yemeni Role On Chechnya

atest development in
Chechnya forces Russia
to provide the world in
general, and countries
sympathizing with
Chechnya in particular, with full
details about its military operations
in Chechnya. Russians think that
Yemen is able to play a role in the
Chechian issue. In this regard a rep-
resentative of the Russian Foreign
Ministry arrived in Sana’a last
week, carrying a written message to
Yemen’s Foreign Minister, Abdul
Kader Bajamal.
According to official sources, the
visit aims at developing the bilateral
relationship between the two coun-
tries as well as discussing matters
related to Russia! ’
Mohammed Ben Sallam of ‘the
Yemen Times met with Alexey
Podtserob envoy of the Russian
Minister of Foreign Affairs and filed
the following interview:

Q: What is the purpose of your
visit?

A: Russia cooperates with Yemen in
different fields. Last year the represen-
tative of the Foreign Ministry in
Russia reciprocated. | came to Yemen
as a representative of the Foreign
Minister of Russia to hand in a letter
and discussed with the officials mat-
ters relating to the development of our
relation at all levels. We discuss the
problem in the Middle East, Iraq,
Africa. We also talked about the situa-
tion in Kosova and Chechnya, the
prospect of further improvement in the
mutual relationship. We value our
friendship with Yemen. It is in fact a
historical friendship. The first friend-
ship treaty between Russia and an
Arab country was with Yemen. We
hope that this relation continues in
future.

Q: Could you introduce yourself to
the readers of YT?

A: lam adiplomat, have
certificate as an ambassa-
dor. I work now at the
Foreign Ministry, at the
Middle East Department.
Before that T was working
in Algeria, Libya, Egypt,
New York, and then again
in Libya.

(Q: What is the aim of this visit of
yours?

A: As | said, we have a protocol of
consultations amongst the Foreign
Ministries. Last year it was the Yemeni
representatives in Moscow, and now it
is our turn to come here and continue
the dialogue. I am here as the personal
representative of the Foreign Minister,
Evanoof. I have a message from Mr.
Evanoof to Mr. Ba Jamal.

Q: How is the situation in
Chechnya, and when do you think
that the military operations would
come to an end?

A: For the moment, the biggest part of
Chechnya is liberated from the terror-
ists. There are some areas of resistance
on their part in the mountains, but we
believe that now we can see in the near
future the end of the military opera-
tions. The fighters in Chechnya will
try to organize a massacre against the
federal forces, but I do not believe it to
be successful because they do not have
the support from the local population.
Now, the position of the local popula-
tion has changed in relation to the first
war in Chechnya, and now the local
population cooperate with the federal
government forces, and authorities.
However, I do not think that the mili-
tary operations will not come to an end
in the near future.

Q: Is the report true that some
Yemeni youth are in the cadre of
Chechnya forces, and that there are
a number of Yemeni students in
Moscow having connection with

fighters in Chechnya?

A: There are some Arab
mercenaries who partici-
pate in fighting against
the federal forces. I am
not sure whether there
are Yemenis, but we do
not believe that the par-
ticipation of such people
is linked with the policy
of one Arab §tate or an other
Mercenaries call mercenaries, no more
than that. We do not accuse any Arab
or Islamic government on these bases.

Q: We hear a report that Yemeni
students in Moscow are enraged by
the Russian police, what will you say
about this?

A: I am sure it does not turn against
the Yemenis in particular. You know
that Chechnya territories are organized
in Moscow. There were some build-
ings destroyed with a large number
casualties. That is why special meas-
ures were taken by Moscow and feder-
al authorities. So, this is not orientated
against Yemenis or against any other
nationality in Moscow. There is a spe-
cial order to impound their passports.
You have to have a passport with you.
If you do not have, you may be taken
to custody for some hours, only to
establish your identity. The people
who live in these buildings in
Moscow, and there were Arabs, of
course, from different countries and
Russia who were subjected to such
legal situations if they were without
passports. So, I think that it is normal
in special conditions; As far as [ know
from my contact with Arab embassies
in  Moscow including Yemeni
embassy, it was not a problem. No
body was arrested; it was a part of
general restriction which applied to
all. May be some Yemenis were taken
into custody for sometime, but no
more of it now. It was not meant to be
any discrimination, especially not
against Yemeni, Arabs or Mushims.

Q: How do you evaluate the mutual
relationship at the political, eco-
nomic, economic, and military lev-
els?

A: In the political field, there are
excellent relations between the two
countries. We remember very well that
the first Arab country with which we
signed an agreement on friendship,
was Yemen. One of the proof is of the
growing friendship is my visit right
now. Our dialogue is very friendly,
and sincere in all the respects so far.
Economic relations are concerned of
course 1 believe that there are some
prospects and some possibilities.
There 1s a change in Russian econom-
ic policies in the economic sector.
Before, it was a socialist economy,
now it is a capitalist economy, a liber-
al economy. Now, we have to renew
the cooperation under new conditions.
It takes time, but by all means, we
have a very good experience in build-
ing cooperation with Yemen. We in
Russia know Yemen as a market that
conditions all work here. That is why I
am optimistic. In the cultural field
there are great possibilities and, I am
sure our cooperation would continue
ever. As regards of the Yemeni stu-
dents in Russia, for example.
Yesterday, I left from Abu Dabi by al-
Yemenia; A lady spoke to me in Arabic
in English. She said that she has writ-
ten a book in Russian. Regarding mil-
itary cooperation. Of course we have
very good relations. We have histori-
cal relations. We have traditions, and 1
believe from the two parties, there is a
continuos effort to develop these tradi-
tions.

Q: What is the quantum of assis-
tance presented to Yemen, and what
are these?

A: This is in the educational field.
There are many scholarships presented
to Yemen. We gave fifty seats to
Yemeni students in Moscow; As you
know there are a lot of Yemeni stu-
dents who are studying there; It is
impossible to count them.

Q: How do you look to the future of
this relation?
A: With great optimism. We have

around seventy years of the relations
with Yemen. They are fruitful relations
in spite of all the changes here in
Yemen, but we have a very successful
tradition, so I am very optimistic
because we know Yemen and Yemen
knows us.

Q: Is there any intention of Russia
to exempt Yemen from its debts as a
second step?

Az As I know the total amount of debts
was calculated, and the government of
Yemen agreed to this settlement. It
was settled on a bases very positive
note for the Yemeni side.

Q: How many refugees left
Chechnya, and when they come
back, and what is the extent of addi-
tional resources required?

A: How to count the number of
refugees? Between the first and the
second Chechnya war, there were
300,000, who went out of Chechnya
because there were no real govern-
ment or real law, there was no real
constitution or normal life for the peo-
ple. During these wars, out of 300,000
Chechnyan who stayed in this
Republic, it was more than one hun-
dred thousand in Tagakistan. Now
they want to return after the recon-
struction. May be there are 60,000
people who are out of Chechnya
because there are 700,000 from
Chechnya who live in permanent
places in Russia. There are a lot of
businessmen, workers and so on. As |
said, one of them is a candidate for
presidency of the federation, and he
will participate in the elections. We in
the foreign ministry have from
Chechnya. for example the chief of
councilor section in Cairo. He is very
effective. The extent of damage it is
impossible to quantify. Grozni is
destroyed of course, but we will do our
best to rebuild it.

Q: How about human damages?

A: Amongst the federal forces the
casually was around 1500 persons, but
amongst the population it is difficult to
count, but it was more in Grozni.

Q: Who much time will you spend in

reconstructing Grozni?

A: | am not an engineer, so | do not
know, but we have experienced hands
to reconstruct that. So naturally it
would take a lot of time, but it is
impossible to give you the precise
time frame.

Q: How many Chechnya fighters
are there enrolled in the Russian
army now?

A: They are 3000, but they are not
only from Chechnya; There are a lot
of mercenaries who are fighting
against the federal forces.

Q: How many foreign fighters are
fighting side by side with the
Chechnyan people?

A: It is difficult to say because we
know that they are foreigners. There
are a number of nationalities enrolled
as fighters, but all of them are not from
Chechnya. So it is difficult to ask from
where they are from.

Q: Who supported Chechnya in its
war against Russia?

A: From the states, | think that there
was no support, but we highly regard
the position of the Islamic govern-
ments, the Arab governments, and
especially the position of the Yemeni
government in this war. [ think the
support is from the non-governmental
organizations, especially from the
Islamic world. What I can say, for
example regarding people like Bin
Ladan who supports this war.

Q: How about Saudi?

A: The minister of the Russian federa-
tion visited now Ryadh before few
days. | was with him and we got very
precious information from the Saudi
part that they consider Chechnya situ-
ation as an internal Russian matter that
they are for the integrity of Russia.
More than that Saudi Arab gave
humanitarian paid to refugees and all
of this support is centralized. It was
through official channel, through unit-
ed committee to help Chechnya,
through the committee of emergency.

Continued on page 17
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the products.

CEW’S PRODUCTS:
Computers, Printers, Fax
Scanners, Power Supplies,

Cew was established in 1992 and has since
grown into one of Yemen'’s largest technical
outlets.

Cew is the distributor in Yemen for Dell,
Epson 3M, Brother, Genicom, Oracle and
Mapinfo Partners. Cew is the office where
your can find all related IT services (software

The new large showroom provides the
customers with an opportunity to see and test

Machines,
Computer

Accessories,
Medical Equipment.

BASIC DEPARTMENTS:

» Technical and Maintenance Dept.
Qualified Engineers who are able to provide
the customers with the best services.

= Software Dept.

Programmers and system analysts are able
to design professional systems under Oracle.

» Commercial Dept.
The Commercial

throughout Yemen

Software Application and

team offers the best
services at the most competitive prices.
Cew also has a chain of dealers working

Epson new products for the year 2000
Where you can have the best solution output printers, what you see.. you get
with color matching. Epson has announced lately a “true printing break
through” stylus Photo 870 and stylus Photo 1270 “the latest additions to
Epson’s award-winning range of photo inkjet printers”. Both printers are
bundled with photo Reproduction Lab software which is the perfect tool to turn
a home into a photo studio. In addition, “the new Expression 1600 and 1600
pro scanners and the EPL-2050, which has been designed for users with
demanding printing requirements, particularly in the office work group
environment”. The EPL-N2050 provides true 1200 dpi output at 20 pages per
minute, and comes with a host of features.”
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Clinically
Validated
and Tuned

for Accuracy
and Comfort

recommends regular blood pressure

 Full Power Solution

UPS and Regulators where you can find
available in stock from 500VA to 20 KVA,
Cew also can provide as big as 3600KVA by
order :
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The General Manager, as well as the the employees of

Bulgargeomin-Yemen Ltd

congratulates the President:

Ali Abdulla Saleh

to Government of Yemen
and the Yemeni people

on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha Al-Mubarak
Many Happy Returns.

Bulgargeomin Yemen / Partners of Yemen in Exploring its Natural Resources.
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he Arab Insurance
Company (AIC) which
began operation in
1997 has taken the ini-
tiative in an effort of
enhance the efficient control and
supervision of insurance companies
by offering support to the Ministry
of Trade and Supply. This support
has been in the following forms:-
1) The arrangement for an official
of the Ministry of Trade and Supply
to spend few weeks in Egypt to gain
first hand knowledge in the proce-
dures adopted by the Egyptian
Commission for Control and
Supervision of Insurance companies
operating in Egypt.
2) The arrangement the
Chairman of the Commission for

for

Dr. Ahmed Al Hamadani

Control and  Supervision of
Insurance Companies in Egypt, Mr.
Yahya Abdul Qaffur to conduct a
seminar for employees of the Yemen
Ministry of Trade and Supply which
was held at the Ministry on Sana’a

from Feb 26th to March 1st, 2000.

Yemen Times conducted an exclu-
sive interview with Dr. Ahmed Al
Hamadani the Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of the Arab
Insurance Company (AIC) who stat-
ed the following:

Our company is proud to have been
the first insurance company in
Yemen to have taken the initiative in

Surd

Enhancement of the Efficient Control and Supervision of Insurance
Companies Operating in the Republic of Yemen

drawing upon the expertise of Mr.
Yahya Abdul Qaffur of the Egypt
Commission for Control and
Supervision Insurance Companies
in Egypt who in addition to his rec-
ognized insurance qualification has
behind him more than twenty five
years of insurance and reinsurance
experience, to conduct a Seminar
under the sponsorship of the

Minister of Trade and Supply Mr.
Abdulaziz Al Kumaim who has
expressed a keen attitude in enhanc-
ing the development of an efficient
and effective system of control and
supervision of insurance companies

Mr. Yahya Abdul Qaffur

in Yemen.

Thereby injecting the legislation
with virility.

It is my sincere opinion that to con-
certed efforts must be made to
enhance the authoritative control
and supervision of the insurance
industry in Yemen, in order to pre-
pare the technically and profession-
ally to face the challenges which the
country will be confronted with dur-
ing the new millennium. Therefore
the objective behind the organizing
of such a seminar is to support what
I have just mentioned by developing
the capabilities of the staff of the
Yemen Ministry of Trade and

Supply to control and supervise the
industry in Yemen. This initiative by
our company (AIC) has been a step
in the right direction which is the
bridging of the gaps between offi-
cial public institution and the private
sector.

From the opening speech made by
Mr. Mohammed Abdul Karim Al
Khatari who is the General Manager
for the control and supervision of
companies agencies at the Ministry
of Trade and Supply, it is evident
that myself and Mr. Al-Khatami
share the same views because in his

Mr. Abdullah Al-Maamari

words the conducting of such semi-
nars are scientific contributions to
the development of the Ministry’s
capabilities in executing the stipula-
tion of Law No. 37/1992 superseded
by Law No. 9 of 1997 which regu-
late the obligation of local insurance
companies in maintaining adequate
reserves to comply with the require-
ments of the law to guarantee it’s
obligation towards it’s policy hold-
ers and to as certain that insurance
fractions conform with the law. As
chairman and chief Executive of the
AIC. I feel it is on obli-
gation to assist in any
way we can in the
enhancement of the

insurance industry in Yemen by
ensuring that the legislative is being
effectively applied and that all
insurance companies operating in
the country are kept aware of the
necessity of which I mentioned ear-
lier not forgetting the important
roles that insurance companies play
in the enhancement of their coun-
try’s economy.

Yemen Times also conducted an
exclusive interview with Mr.
Mohammed Moustafa the General
Manager of the Arab Insurance Co.
(AIC) who commented that the
Yemen Ministry of Supply of Trade
represented by its Minister Mr.
Abdulaziz Al-Kumaim and its
General Manager Mr. Mohammed
Abdul karim Al-Khatari have exhib-
ited natural awareness and a keen
and rational approach in their wel-
coming of the conducting of such a
seminar at their ministry and tap-
ping on the experience of the
Egyptian Commission for the
Control and  Supervision of
Insurance Companies to enhance the
efficient and effective application of
control and supervising measures
necessary to develop the insurance
industry in the country. This ensur-
ing that local insurance companies
comply with the requirements of the
law which should assist in the provi-
sion of financial guarantees and the
maintenance of profession ethics for
the social and economic betterment
of the country. We are grateful to
Egypt’s commission for administra-
tion for it’s kind assistance, which
can be considered nourishing factor
in the brotherly relation

between the two

countries Egypt and Yemen.

An exclusive interview was also
made with Mr. Abdullah Al-
Maamari who is a board director of
the Arab Insurance Company (AIC).
In his opinion this seminar was
important for the insurance industry.
It emphasized the necessity for more
effective control and supervision of
the insurance industry in Yemen.
This should assist local insurance
companies in recognizing the
importance of their roles in the
development of the Yemen's econo-
my.

As one of the Board Director of the
Arab Insurance Co. (AIC) I am
proud of my company’s modest con-
tribution towards the achievement
of a stable and efficient industry in
Yemen which will only be realized
if insurance companies take their
moral and financial obligation seri-
ously. In spite of our company’s
short experience in the Yemeni mar-
ket if sincerely committed to the
maintenance and rational enforce-
ment of the insurance laws and prac-
tices. Because of its mature vision
our company has succeeded in win-
ning the confidence of a clientele
ranging between local and foreign
enterprises, public and private insti-
tutes and diplomatic missions in the
country. I wish my company greater
success in its efforts to serve the
local insurance industry by comply-
ing with the requirements of the law
and serving the economy to the best
of its ability.

Prom,
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HOME A PPLIANCE

iron

NI-21AWTX-2
» Super De-lux.
» Heavy Weight (61b).

N l-z 1 A * Non-stick Coating.

Heavy Weight

Ni-421GX

» Titanium Cotaed Soleplate.
« Detachable Water Tank.

NI-481GX

 Titanium Coated Soleplate.
» Cord Reel.

« Spray Mist.
-« Dettachable Water TAnk.

NiI-316T

 Light Weight (2Ib).
» White Color Handle.
* Non-stick Coating.

NI-21AW

Heavy Weight

Exclusive Sole ;Agent of National Pal;aéonic Technics in Yemen

ALFA Co. Ltd.
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YIMES

10-15 of April, 2000

Construction Equipment &

Materials / Paints / Consulting

Services / Engineering
desgns / Swimminig Pools/

Decor & Islamic Decorations /
Air Conditioning System & Units

/ Prefab Houses / Hangers /
Electrical Appliances.

Telefax: 967-2-204401, Mobile: 967-2-7920269

P DISH AND DECODER ONLY

USS$ 430

INCLUDING FREE INSTALLATION

When you take up an annual subscription to Showtime from as little as US$ 33.33 a month

ART a e 21,2l L% A0S

-
TELEVISION

Continued from Page 8:

Observing The International Women’s Day in Yemen

(): There are many calls and slogans
on women’s rights, develop and
upgrade their conditions and roles in
society, how is it possible to achieve
that, given the fact of having the
biggest rate of illiteracy?

A: Suppose there is 75% of illiterate
men and women in Yemen, in this case
the state should take the responsibility
ol illiteracy eradication. The state
~hould work for eradication of all sorts
of illiteracy not only of reading and
vriting. There is a mutual ignorance and
imsunderstanding of the relationship
between man and woman. Regarding
1he development process, man is consid-
vred as a self-rehant productive force.
So. women'’s effort and role is devoted
o produce certain other things. For
¢xample, women in rural areas shoulder
the responsibility of caring for their
houses and families, this means that
women should not acquire other signifi-

n Western entertainment

b

SANA’A - Al Ghamdan General Trading 1 500 700, General Electronics Co. Ltd. 1 269 088,
El Aghil Trading 1 272 428/9

http://www.showtimearabia.com

cant positions or play more important
role. Man should not believe that he is
the one and only master of the house-
hold. How can we find developing pro-
grams and projects for women that
enable participate in the development
process. In addition to this, how can
women get their rights through the dif-
ferent syndicates available all over the
country while they are out of their
activities. There is a missing link in
women’s work and this is the reason
behind her inability of playing a vital
role in development.

generations owing to old traditions and
concepts. These traditions and concepts
are utterly not related to the religion of
Islam. Islam has honored women and
gave them a high status in the society. It
does not stipulate unjust social differ-
ences between man and woman.

Numerousness of slogans and calls in
favor of women and their status and
rights are nor not important as the seri-
ous action towards upgrading her condi-
tions. This can be achieved through
studying women'’s affairs and give them

opportunities to show their abilities and
 Manal Mohammed Al-  skills. Women constitute half of the

Kindi: society and they are capable of sharing
men in building and developing the
The International  society. The most significant factor in

Women's Day is very this respect is the work for educating
important occasion. It women and let them be active member

represents people recognition of capable of accomplishing the develop-
women’s achievements. Women have ment of society on equal footing with

been deprived of their rights for men.

Continued from Page 12:
Russian Envoy Discusses Possible

Yemeni Role on Chechnya

Q: Do you think that America supports Chechnya?

A: I do not believe that because they did nothing to support us in the first
war. Any internal conflict in Russia is not of interest to the United States
because the American prefer to deal with stable Russia. We are a nuclear
power, we are a permanent member of the security Council. We still are a
great power. The American have a lot of problems I do not think that the
American is interested to have the region under external control.

Q: How can Russia solve the situation inside Chechnya in order to pre-
serve its unity with Chechnya?

A: There are a lot of possibilities. We are a federation and we have differ-
ent Republics, and for the Republics, there are a lot of possibilities how to
organize their relations with the federal government. According to our con-
stitution, they may receive authorities. A very good example here is in
Tagakistan; It has authorities. The same will be with Chechnya. This is left
to Chechnya how to resolve this question. Of course it will be a Republic
inside Russia; Then about external relations. This is according to the
Russian constitution. The priority should be given to the federal and central
government in general, but the possibility is that inside Chechnya we are
going to have economic relation with the outside world, to organize a big
deal with any other federal country.

Q: What is the position of Russia concerning Iraqi economic sanctions,
and why does not Russia take a serious position to put an end to this
blockage while it is a permanent member in the Security Council?

A: We believe that it is necessary to verify the matter to substantiate or
refute of complaints leveled by Iraq with the security council resolutions,
especially in the first war, and on this basis to go to the declaration of sanc-
tions. We believe that a lot could be done in this field, and may be, these res-
olutions of the Security Council are generally implemented. In is necessary
not to go ahead, not to continue the present situations. About our steps, it is
impossible to implement these without the cooperation between Irag, the
Security Council. And the United Nations in general. That is why we were
not against the resolution of the United Nations. There are a lot of things
that are not positive in United Nations resolution, but there must be a coop-
eration between the two sides.

Q: Any other comments you like to add?
A: Yes, I would say that the world has become too close and we are now in

the 215t century. This century will be the century of cooperation amongst
the different civilizations, cultures, and religions. So, the experience of
Russia is very important. We have our ancient civilization. We lived during
centuries with other people, cultures, and religions. Two main elements of
Russian civilization are the Russian orthodox culture and the Islamic cul-
ture. That is why I emphasize that the beginning of the coexistence of our
civilization began with Russia

ADENHOTEL - Happy Eid
Eid Package

Aden Hotel Movenpick is pleased to announce the special Eid Package for the
period from 14th till 19th March 2000.

STANDARD ROOM SUPERIOR ROOM
Yemeni Foreigner Yemeni Foreigner

Single YR 9000/~ US$ 70/ YR 10000/~ US$H 80/-

Double YR 10000/~ US$ 80/~ YR 11000/~ US$ 90/-

% Children up to 12 years sharing parents room max 2
free of charge

< Extra rooms for children up to 16 Years old min.
(3) three YR. 9000/-
or US$ 70/- for foreigners.

% Above rates are included of all Taxes, Service Charge
and the following:
+ Use of Swimming pool
+ Tennis Court
+ Fitness Center
+ Free entrance to Abu Nawas night club
+ 20% Discount on Boat trip around Aden harbor and the beautiful
beach of Aden.
For information and reservation please contact
our Sales Department at following address.
Tel: 02-232911
Fax: 02-232947
E-mail: adenmovenpick@y.net.ye
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Chlldren S Culture Lost!

: hildren are the most precious gift
“by God. We feel happy for their

happiness and heavy-hearted for
+ their sadness. They are the promis-
ing blooms and future builders. They must be
grown up in an atmosphere of love and under-
standing. What is seen nowadays is they suffer
from the absence of many entertainment and
cultural activities that help mold their charac-
ters and personalities. Such activities have
become no more than sweet memories to chil-
dren who in comparison with children in other
countries seem to lack the basic needs of life.
Many countries pay more attention to children
and their culture. Yemen used to be one of
those countries, but it seems to have retired

from taking care of its children.

Children cultural activities flourished in the
70s until the middle of the 80s. Aden used to
be the cultural center for children. They found
a chance to produce at the time. All the cultur-
al and art activities provided for children
yielded fruits eventually, especially, in the
field of drama, short story, music, story,
etc. and all that helped rooting the national
identity within themselves. Those cultural and
art products of children and teenagers reflect
how such activities are helpful in children
maturation. All these encouraged people spe-
cialized in juvenile’'s literature to publish
many children’s books, stories, etc. Ministries
of Culture and Education did their best to sup-
port children’s activities and to spread chil-
dren’s cultural centers in Aden and other
southern governorates and provided them with
children’s books. They also encouraged the
school theater. Children participated in many

carnivals, festivals and shows, especially on
the Child International Day that became an
annual celebration on which many activities
and competitions were organized for children.
Those activities formed a cultural as well as
civilized phenomenon in the country.

After unification, we thought that support
would be even more. To our astonishment,
such activities were neither supported nor pre-
served. Authors of juvenile’s literature com-
plain that the authorities concerned have not
kept its word in publishing their work. It is
very painful to see children of many countries
have access to the interment, while children in
Yemen are neglected and ignored. Children
have their own share in all cultural programs
of the Arab countries. They also have their
own sides in book exhibitions. It is natural to
find thousands of children’s books in book
exhibition due to the importance of children’s
culture.

Still have we hope that this kind of literature
will find its due attention from the authorities
concerned.

Another First Form of the

Universal Group of Companies

Mr. Alwan Al Shaibani, Chairman of the
Universal Group of Companies inaugurated the
Business Travel Center. This is the first time in
Yemen that any travel agency has opened a ded-
icated office to cater to the needs of the business
traveler. Mr. Alwan Al Shaibani said that the cen-
ter would be a one-stop shop for any travel relat-
ed service, with particular focus on corporate

travel. He also added that this pioneering effort
would go a long way in setting new standards for
the travel agencies in Yemen.

On another level, at the recently held annual
meeting in New York, American Airlines Yemen
was the proud winner of two prestigious awards.
This was the first time that Yemen had won any
award. Mr. Omar M. Omar MD Universal Group
of Companies accepted the first award for best
sales effort in a challenging market for the year
1999. The second award was given to American

' # Earn big pmﬁt by starting our

oilseeds like groundnu

| BIG PROFIT BY PRODI

edibie oil mill
plant by small investment « Oil mill is used for producing
of best quality of cooking / vegetable / edible oil from any
coconut, palmnut, sunflower,
soyabean etc. ¢ Soap plant is nsed for producing of best
quality of Laundry or Toilet soap e Our machinery are
working in 30 countries « Best facility of angineer for
installation & operation training « Urgent delivery

Airlines Manager in
Yemen, Mr. M Wasi

Ull Azeem “In recog-
nition of an outstand-
ing sales contribution r
1999.”

or soap

Yemenia:
New Airbus Joins the Fleet

In line with the corporate ambition to upgrade
their marketable products and provide the high-
est possible standard of service to their valued
clients, Yemenia will very shortly take delivery
of the fourth A 310 aircraft to join its existing
fleet.

With the joining of the fourth Airbus A 310 300,
Yemenia plans to introduce new destinations to
the Far East in order to meet the demands of it's
clients and also introduce direct services between
Yemen and Far Eastern points.

TIMES

VACANCY

APPLICANT: YEMENI

FPOSITION: MARKETING

REQUIREMENT:

a) MECHANICAL ENGINEER OR PETROLEUM ENGINEER.

b) FLUENT ARABIC/ ENGLISH.

¢) EXPERIENCE IN OIL FIELD HEAVY EQUIP IS AN
ADVANTAGE.

SEND CVTO

GENERAL MANAGER

P.O.BOX 16187, SANA’A YEMEN

CLOSING DATE: 31/3/2000

Shops For Rent
4-5 empty shops overlooking two streets located in
the Shopping Area in Khormaksar.
For more information, call 02 233129.

Toyota Car on Sale

Royal Car with Gulf standards

Color: White

Case: Excellent

Model: Crown, 1991

Engine capacity: 6 cylinder, 3 automatic gears with an
electronic speed indicator.

Price: $ 10,950 (negotiable)

For more information contact United Insurance Company.
Mr. Tarek Abdoh Al-Wasa’a Hayel 214232
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It is with deep sorrow that the German Technical Cooperation Projects staff
have learned the sudden death of Mr. Jan Bol, peace be upon his soul. And
it is with the deepest grief that we send our condolences to Mr. Jan Bol’s
family, the Ambassador of the Royal Embassy of the Netherlands and all
the staff members of the Embassy.

Dr. Helmut Grosskreutz, Director
Mr. Samir A. Habib, Deputy Director
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Thank you, your Majesty

His Majesty King Mohamed
the Sixth, King of Morocco
in a generous act replied to
our condolence message
with a personally signed
hand-written letter of grati-
tude. To him we say,
“Thank you your majesty.”
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DUTIES OF RESPONSIBILITIES:

9)

>TZ

Experience:
Five year's secretarial experience.

Languages:
Excellent knowledge of English and Arabic

Knowledge and skills:
Completion of secondary education, proven typing ability, thorough knowledge of modern office procedure,
skills to operate word-processing equipment (computers). Knowledge of protocol.

UNHCR—SUB-Office Aden
P. O. Box: 6090m Khormaksar
Aden - Yemen

fﬁ“* VACANCY

L

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Sub-Office Aden is looking for a

FULL-TIME SENIOR SECRETARY

Yemeni nationals only (priority will be given to qualified female candidates).

Under the supervision of Head of Office, the incumbent performs the following secretarial functions:

Arranges appointments and maintains supervisor’s calendar, receives visitors, places and screens
telephone calls and answer queries with discretions.
Arranges meeting both internal & external, some involving high-ranking officials, and takes minutes
and/or notes at meetings.

Prepares informal translations and may act as interpreter.
Takes dictation using shorthand on a variety of subject-matters and transcribes, ensuring that spelling,
punctuation and format are correct.
Types correspondence, documents and reports, some of which are highly confidential.

Drafts non-substantives correspondence and ensure follow-up.

Clears correspondence for conformity with established procedures and accuracy of statements before
being signed by supervisor.
Select and makes pertinent abstracts and undertakes searches for information.

Keeps lists of names, addresses and telephone numbers of ministries, government officials and
members of the diplomatic crops.
Makes travel arrangements for the supervisor and performs liaison duties with other units.
10) Performs other duties as required.

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

Applicants in line with the above requirements only are to mail or deliver their applications and CVs
to this office latest 31 March 2000:




T
T]m ES Education Supplement

.March 13t-h 200(}” 1 9

L

Goomm e

e

e

2
iy
e

g;;;‘.$

s
s

R
- :
R

e
- e
.

—

T
.
-

-
bR

G
i

G
e
G

e

fo:

e

S
e

-

-
S

S

.
S

«;o««»o»

%‘li; Wgﬁ@iz}gm:

S

S

o
S

J
i
-
i
b
|
&
.
- .
.
s
S
i
.
-
=

=
e &"8’35&»’ -

e

_ Reflections
My vears withered like faded roses,
My loneliness grew, when I was not
aware. .
One day I saw the bare truth of my
life on the mirror!
My conscience has already pricked
' me, : i :
 For along time.
'Irt the dark oomer '&f!ixe:h.fe, .

One day Fanaya welét.lo a wise man.

She asked for some advice. She told
the wise man that her husband did not
love her. The wise man listened to her. -

He answered, “I'll tell you what you

~must do. But first I want you to bring

me some hairs from the tail of a lion.”
Fanaya went away. She was very sad.
She rhought that rt was aimost Impos-

-Fanaya was very happy. She brough(.

“Here is the hair from the Ewa s tail,

.What must. Ido now?” -
1. The wise man smiled “Ymt becam
' -fnends wﬁh the hﬁﬁ_ Yoa were very

hon s tail while he was eating. She
gave him some more meat. Then she
pulled a little more hair from his tail,

The lion did not even notice her.

the lion’s hair to the wise man’s
house. She gave him the haxr and said,
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Developlng A Learner-Centered Approach in Classrooms

ducators all the world

over are greatly con-

cerned over exploring

effective and efficient

methods of teaching
which would result in learners’ learn-
ing. As a result of constant thinking,
theorizing and classroom experimen-
tation various approaches, methods
and techniques have emerged over the
past decades to suit different teaching-
learning contexts. A classroom teacher
is expected to be familiar with all
those to be able to choose from among
them the ones that suits him/her, con-
sidering the constraints of his/her
teaching-learning situation. In other
words, the classroom teacher needs to
adopt an ‘eclectic’ approach as there is
no ‘best’ method of teaching.

There is a broad agreement among
theoreticians, educational planners
and classroom teachers that if we want
to make the foreign language class-
room a place which facilitates the lan-
guage acquisition, we have to adopt a
learner-centered approach, discarding
the traditional teacher-centered
approach. Now, what does a learner-
centered approach imply?

A learner-centered approach, as the
term suggests, involves in the first
place devising and adopting ways and
means 50 as to make the learner an
active participant in the learning
process. The central premise of this
approach is that learners’ commu-
nicative ability is developed through
their involvement in a range of
meaningful, realistic, worthwhile
and attainable tasks. This means that
in order to make teachers’ ‘input’
learners’ ‘intake’, we have to make the
learners ‘participate’ in the various
language activities in the classroom.
So, our efforts should be to put Ahmed
(any foreign language learner) in the
driver’s seat, asking him to experience
learning by doing.

In the second place, a learner-centered
approach envisages motivating the
learners to want to learn. As we all
know, it is possible to drag the horse to

the pond, but it is not possible to make
him drink. We have to produce in the
learner a genuine desire to learn the
foreign language by clarifying how
he/she would benefit from learning it
(instrumental motivation) and how to
promote a generic love for it (integra-
tive motivation). Once the ball is set in
motion, it would roll itself. Once the
learner’s interest is activated, he/she
would find ways by himself/herself to
get more of the language.

In the third place, the approach
emphasizes building up a congenial
environment saturated with the tar-
geted foreign language to trigger
unconscious acquisition of the for-
eign language. All we have to do is to
try and build up the knowledge and
experience of the learners to make him
a fitting recipient of knowledge.
Acquisition of the grammatical struc-
tures in the target language is not
enough unless it is backed by opportu-
nities for their practical use in normal,
real life contexts. In view of this, the
learner centered approach, in the
fourth place, emphasizes the develop-
ment of learners’ ability to use the
target language appropriately and
accurately and willingly for the pur-
pose of effective communication.

All this obviously call for granting
greater autonomy to language learn-
ers. We must realize that they are no
longer ‘empty mugs to be filled with
knowledge’ by the teacher, or innocent
‘guinea pigs’ to be led along the route
of learning, but in some ways leaders,
decision makers, problem solves who
know where they are going and why,
as well as how to achieve the goal. In
other words, a learner centered
approach acknowledges that all learn-
ers have a hidden agenda to learn. The
best that we, parents or teachers, can
do for them is to let learners assume
greater responsibility in learning. We
can achieve this by:

a) letting them learn the ways of
coping with their present linguistic
resources and how to build on these;
b) helping them to learn the ways of
coping when their existing linguistic
resources are not adequate;
¢) teaching them sound
skills/learning strategies;

d) promoting in them the ability to
monitor their progress and assess

study

their own performance;

e) developing in them the ability to
identify and solve learning prob-
lems.

If we succeed in our mission to fulfill
the above, greater learner autonomy
can be achieved, making the learner
more self-reliant and less dependent
on external help. We have to bear in
mind that learner autonomy is a grad-
ual process which needs to be patient-
ly and carefully fostered by the
teacher.

In order to be meaningful participants
in the learning process, the learners
themselves must be aware of the fol-
lowing golden rules of efficient learn-
ing:

a) language learning is necessarily a
process of discovery. One moves
from the known to something which
is unknown;

b) Active participation in the class-
room is a must for effective lan-
guage learning. Hence they should
not feel shy. They should feel free to
interact with others without any
inhibition;

¢) Doing/making mistakes is very
natural to the learning process. No
one has ever learnt anything new
without making mistakes at some
stage of learning. But one should
carefully learn from the mistakes
and not repeat those in future
instances of language use.

d) Learning in a group is more use-
ful than to learn alone. Classroom
interaction should be seen as a pre-
step to social interaction.

e) There are three phases to learn
something:

i) Learn it (through exposure)

ii) Assimilate it (through memoriza-
tion, internalization)

iii) Use it (through practical con-
texts of application)

f) Learning about learning strate-
gies is important because that gives
them an insight into how they learn
and how to quicken the process of
learning

g) It is not desirable to depend on
the teacher for everything. Students
must develop the self confidence to
find solutions to their own prob-
lems. Only then can they enjoy the
fun and excitement of being
autonomous learners.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS CLUES:

sides
| flew to Florida inan ..............

cook our food is the..
care of teeth.
7. Ants live.............
live under the ground.
10. | am standing............
am in the middle of them.
11. My dog makes .................
sees a bird. It barks at the bird.

year It is a fall month.

2. When | do something rude | am

5. | like to listen to ............. My sister
plays........... on the piano.

6. | turned nine years old today. | had a
partyanda .............. cake.

7SI - ) | at math than reading.

8. | look at the............. to see what
time it is.

9. | called my grandmother on
e | answer the
.............. when it rings.

12. | have two ............... s. One is my
mother's mother. The other is my
father's mother.

T8 A copeverduniond is a measure of time.
There are twelve .............. s in a
year.

15. | gave my sister a .............. on her
birthday.

16. We live in a ........... We have a
kitchen, a living room, and bedrooms
inour...........

17. | sleep at............. It is dark and |
can see the moon and stars through
my window.

20. . is the second month of
the yeer tt is a winter month.

21, 1 will . .. a secret to you | will
say it soﬂiy,

25. lam ................during the day. | am
not sleep.

26. The letter B comes............... A and
Cin the aiphabet

29. . is a day of the week. It
comes between Thursday and
Saturday.

31. lhave four............eunee s and a thumb
on my hand.

DOWN CLUES:

1. A ........ is a shape with four equal

3 The room in our house where we
is a doctor who takes
the ground. The
my friends. |
when it

13. .....eeee... is the tenth month of the

16. A . . is a large animal.
Some people ride ................. s.

17. People read the ................. to
know what happened in the last
day.

18. lhave many .............s at school.
They help me learn.

19, A e is worth fwenty-
five cents.

22, We must ............ s0 we are not
late for school. We must go quick-
ly.

23. | make a .....oooeeneees by putting
something between two pieces of
bread.

24, reeeiennne I8 @ day of week. It
comes between Friday and
Sunday.

27, rrieireiinennaa. 18 2 COlOr Snow is

28. An N [ T W » ]
Sometimes an R
used a symbol of the United
States.

30. .........ooeven... IS 2 color. Lemons
Bl s
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Orchids in Yemen ZZES

hen, in Sana’a, you face
east and consider that the

Arabian peninsula,

which is bordered to the
north by Jordan and the drier parts of
Iraq, is mostly an extremely arid plateau
of huge expanses of sand and rocky
desert which seem devoid of vegetation of any
sort, then the quest for and discovery of orchids
would seem as bizarre as any story dreamed up
by Dean Swift in Gulliver’s Lilliputian wonder-
land of three hundred years ago. However, if you
face west and consider the magnificent green
mountain ranges and looking beyond, as it were,
over the Red Sea to Ethiopia, to the verdant
mountains of Africa, then you begin to under-
stand that Yemen is an interface, and the discov-
ery of orchids would not be impossible. Here
particularly, in the south western corner of
Africa, the Ethiopian montane flora mingled
with that of the northern Asiatic and European
types before both the last great ice age, and the
African and Persian Gulf rifts left indelible scars
on the land.
In 1981 we had come to Yemen in ignorance.
knowing nothing of the flora; but our saving
grace was that we had lived in Ethiopia and
explored its many habitant, whether finding in
the southern Bali Mountains- albeit giant ones,
walking through along under damp banks in the
northern mountain gullies such as at Bole. Then
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again, whilst living in
Kenya, we had seen
geraniums and butter-
cups growing in
upland  moorland,
alongside streams and
tracks by forest edges.
Later still, in Malawi
wild lilies, delphini-
ums even brambles
were clues to the cosmopolitan nature of these
flora in general. Here too in highland grassland
some even on top of Mount Mulanje, we had
found over a hundred ground orchids, each
almost specific to one habitat, so that in fact we
came to Yemen with somewhat practiced eyes.

It was on one of our first trip out, to Jebel
Raymah, in 1982 that the huge richness of the
Yemeni flora became apparent. Climbing up
across the giant terraces towards the top- the road
was not then complete -wild roses, geranium and
pelargonium entranced us, wild herbs perfumed
our way. We did not realize that two of the
known total of twenty two Arabian orchids had
been found, only once, on this mountain, Disa
pulchella, with colourful scarlet flowers and
Habenaria clavicornis, a green orchid. Thus,
with ‘rarity’ the name we ventured forth again
from Sana’a and found not only orchids, but
flowers, ferns and even fungi that held affinities
with the great families of Africa, Asia and
Europe. Cowslips and maidenhair fern grow
coyly in the damp and sheltered mouths of caves;

paths, where man and beasts of burden -often a
team of one donkey and one camel -take refresh-
ment from crystal clear pools of ice cold water.
Along the crevices and cracks above such
springs we found to our amazement the one and
only ‘Arabian’ orchids whose distribution spans
continents, extending from the Himalayas to the
mountains of Ethiopia and Afro-oriental region
in Somalia. Although widespread it may be, its
hold is but tenuous, for even in Cyprus and
Europe it is a very rare orchid. This Epipactis
veratrifolia, hawever, is one of the most wide-
spread Yemeni orchids. The first time we saw it,
was not on Raymah but bordering one of those
narrow mountainside man-made channels which
follow with purpose the cultivated, humid and
sometimes richly overgrown, tree -shaded ter-
races to the east of Jabel and Nabi Shu’ayb. It is
found among verdure and its green in habit when
thus well watered. The otherwise green flower

_Ishogwg,ewﬁc traces of deep purple ground the
“rim, and becomes pendulous with age. The

whole plant fades with time to buffish yellow,
which is in keeping with neighbouring grasses
which are hay-like in drought, a fact we discov-
ered when once more we found this plant in dry-
season situations, flowers long gone, near
Kawakaban, Bab al Ajjar and Bab al Ayn.
Though not a spectacular plant it is a great sur-
vivor and unique indicator of times past.

The contrast in size of each of these locally rare
orchids adds to the excitement of the quest. One
could be forgiven for overlooking for the two
six-inch orchids I've mentioned in my first arti-

cle, Holthrix aphylla and Habenaria lefebure-
ana, for their very size indicates elusiveness.
But when twenty or thirty people walk past a
group of brazen four or five foot green stems, a
many-flowered spray of ‘traditionally’ orchida-
ceous flowers, pink, purple, white, a plant
thought of by some, as “very beautiful”, and
miss it- can there be forgiveness? We were out
with the birdwatchers, who of all pecple might
be considered observant (though beauty is in
the eye of the beholder!). It was an unusually
gregarious (for us) weekend in Taiz in 1989,
and we were setting out for a walk a few miles

west of the town. Lingering towards the back of |

the group, looking at one plant and another, and
occasionally at birds, even we almost missed it
as our gaze was fixed earthwards rather than the
obverse; the orchid was at head- level, shoul-
der-level, eye-level. Yes! There is forgiveness,
for after all, it was very perfectly entwined in a
clump of cactus -like Euphorbia, and its litho-
phytic habit was unnoticed at first because the

whole plant was so beautiful camouflaged as it |
sprawled on rocks, amongst the thomns. No |
dough this, and its universally drought resistant [

habit, its dry leathery pseudobulbs, and stiff
leaves, is a major factor in its fairly widespread
survival in Yemen. Its perfume, however, is

unexpected and sweetly pleasant. A young |

Dutch friend with us, whose job it was,
amongst others, to create an Herbarium, a
Yemeni national collection, at their agricultural

station near Dhamar, was ecstatic; so much so, §

that as a farewell present when, not long after,

sadly we left the country, he gave us an _

enlarged and framed photograph of this lovely
orchid.

>

they border overhung springs along mountain
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: Inauguranng of the

Hospital

O Different Specializations.
O Suitable Location.
O Modern Medical Apparatus.
O Highly Qualified Staff. }
O The first hospital in Yemen
built according to Hospital
Design Standards.

Millennium

-_Gunald Hospital

'In front of Ramadah Hadda Hotel & Hadda Villas’
Complex, Damascus St., Sana’a.
Tel: 413264/5/7 P. O. Box 16071, Republic of Yemen

@@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.
&P Heavy, light industrial plants.

B Power and desalination plants.
&P Fuel and water storage tanks.

& 0l fields ancillary installations.
& Air purification for industry

€B Marine docks. harhours, deep sea

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

.

& Offshore structures and underwater works.

€B Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@@ Prefabricated accommodation & office l'sci]tim.
@ Sewage plants & collecti

€0 Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
@ High quality buildings & sports complexes,

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

berths & refinery terminals. systems.
Sanaa Aden
Tel: (967-1) 247852 Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-1) 263043 Fax: (967-2) 377716  +
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye E-Mail: cccadenl @y.net.ye




