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President Saleh’s 
Abroad Tour Continues

In the second leg of his tour of North 
America which he began with a 5-day visit to 
Canada, president Ali Abdullah Saleh of 
Yemen began Sunday his official meetings 
and talks in Washington as part of a 3-day 
visit to the United States. President Saleh and 
his delegation attended the grand reception 
ceremony held by U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in the White House in his honor and the 
accompanying delegation.
While in Washington President Saleh started 

his official talks with Defense Secretary 
William Cohen and senior officials in the 
Congress and the House of Senate. Saleh- 
Clinton summit talks will take place Tuesday 
4, April 2000.
The President had held in New York on 
Saturday a press conference in which he 
emphasized that the call for investment in 
Yemen was among the major goals of his 
European-American tour and he would con­
tinue his call upon American and Italian busi­
nessmen and investors to invest in Yemen in 
economic fields especially in the field of gas, 
oil and minerals and to increase the volume of 
European and American investments in his 
country. President Ali Abdullah Saleh visit to 
the U.S. comes in response to an invitation

extended by 
President Bill 
Clinton and in 
expression of the 
depth of friend­
ly relations with 
the two coun­
tries and the 
advanced stage 
they had reached 
in various areas. 
President Saleh 
had on Friday left Canada wrapping up a suc­
cessful several-day visit resulted in signing a 
number of agreements with the Canadian 
government including various aspects of 
cooperation between the two countries, in

addition to holding many fruitful meetings 
and rounds of talks with senior Canadian offi­
cials and economists and businessmen.

More on page 2

Mrs. Marjorie 
Niehouse on a visit 

to Yemen
Next Saturday, Mrs. Marjorie Niehouse, in 
charge of Regional Analysis Office of the 
American Department of State will pay a 3- 
day visit to Yemen on Saturday April 8th . 
She will hold several meetings with Yemeni 
officials and opposition parties’ leaders to 
study the situation in Yemen and share opin­
ions about it.

A Spanish Mother Wins Custody of 
Her Son Over His Muslim Father

Last Saturday, 1st of April, the eight-year-old 
kid Eniko Bomagart was handed over to his 
non-Muslim Spanish mother, Marriam 
Ameerana, in the house of Sheik Abdullah 
Bin Hussien Al-Ahmar, Speaker of the 
Parliament in the presence of the General 
Attorney Abdullah Al-Olufi. The father of the 
kid is German Muslim who named himself 
Sharaf Al-Deen after embracing Islam. He 
also changed his son’s name to become 
Moneer Sharaf Al-Deen. The kid was origi­
nally taken by the father from Spain on 
December 1998 and then brought to Sana’a 
through Switzerland. The father has been 
studying in Al-Imaan University since then. 
The kid was sent to his mother according to a 
sentence from Sana’a South-East Court. The 
process took place in the presence of Spain’ 
non-resident ambassador to Sana’a who inter­
fered in favor of the Spaniard mother. He has 
talked to the Ministry of Interior for this very 

purpose. The moth­
er, on her part, had 
promised not to try 
to affect the kid’s 
religious beliefs 
that his father 
taught him after 
becoming Muslim. ------------------------------
She had got two court orders that permit her 
to take her son: the first from Spain and the 
second from Yemen after two months of trial. 
Many legal and political sources in Yemen 
claim that the sentence was more politically- 
oriented than judicial. The reason behind this 
view is that the Ministry of Interior has sent 
the kid back to his mother before the sentence 
was passed, meaning that they had a previous 
knowledge that the sentence would be on the 
mother’s side though it is known, that by our 
law, the custody goes always to the Muslim 
parent.

A $ 1.4-billion Huge Oil 
Refinery in Yemen

Prospects are high that a project of huge oil 
refinery is planned to be built in Yemen at Ras 
Issa site on the Red Sea, along with building 
a townsite, schools, health clinic and power 
station and requires a workforce of 1,400. 
First production of processed crude is not 
expected before 2005. The Egyptian-born 
Ottawa citizen engineer Monem Khair has 
recently said that he has managed to get com­
mitments for $ 500 million for a $ 1.4 billion 
oil refinery project in Yemen and that he 
expects not have much difficulty in getting 
the remainder financing from U.S. and

European interests. Engineer Khair is also 
quoted as mentioning that the main challenge 
he is being faced with now is to find Canadian 
companies specialized in engineering, con­
struction and management so that he could 
have this project working. An immediate 
comment on the news came from Yemen’s 
ambassador to Canada Mustapha Noman who 
had expected that formal announcement of the 
deal was scheduled to be during Yemeni pres­
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh’s visit to Ottawa. He 
added that could the project be built it would 
be an " enormous boost for Yemen and will

ease the poverty of my country. It will 
also be very good for Canadian com­
panies and Canadian workers.” 
Mr Khair was also quoted as saying 
that as part of the deal regarding the 
refinery project was that the govern­
ment of Yemen would supply 50% of 
the crude and buy 50% of its produc­
tion.
There are good reasons for choosing 
Ras Issa as a site for construction of 
the refinery project. First of all it is 
located on the Red Sea and secondly it 
is close to pipelines that carry millions 
of barrels of crude oil out of Yemen 
and also that potential customers in 
Djibouti and a U.S. naval base are 
close by.

Yemeni Jews Visits to Yemen to be Furthered
A group of Jews of Yemeni ori­
gin had last week paid a first of 
its kind visit to Yemen, as being 
their original homeland and 
place of birth. Members of the 
visiting group were provided 
with travel transit permits by the 
Yemeni government instead of 
using their passports. The visit 
aroused much controversy in 
the political arena. Many people 
commented on the visit, consid­
ering it as a prelude to other 
ensuing steps on the road to 
relations’ normalization with 
Israel. Political observers and 
analysts interpret the Yemeni 
acceptance to grant the visiting group entry 
visas to Yemen as a signal of the govern­
ment’s non-rejection of any future normal­
ization of relations with Israel despite its 
attempt to suggest that permission of the 
visit was no more than a humanitarian 
question. A Yemeni diplomat described the 
visit as normal and has nothing to do with 
politics but the humanitarian aspect which 
is that we can not forbid Yemeni Jews to 
visit their home country. “A seventy-year-

old man of the Jewish visiting 
group expressed his great 
ecstasy that God has realized 
his wish to visit his homeland 
and place of birth after more 
than fifty years of yearning 
and longing” the diplomat 
added. On the other hand, the 

leading Yemeni Muslim religious man and 
senior leader of Islah party, Sheikh 
Abdulmajeed Al-Zandani stressed in his 
Friday prayers sermon the serious conse­
quences of the Jews visit describing it as 
extremely dangerous and that the Jews 
would allure the Yemenis to leave their 
homeland as they had done with the 
Palestinians. In addition, in a special state­
ment to the Yemen Times, Mr. Hatem Abu 
Hatem, Chairman of the Committee 
Against Normalization with Israel, pointed 
out that the visit is against all the ethical 
and constitutional norms of Yemen as an 
Islamic country. “ How can we normalize 
the relation with the Zionists while they are 
killing our brothers in Lebanon and 
Palestine?. We can accepts the Yemeni 
Jews to visits Yemen provided they admit 

the Israeli invasion of Palestine 
and want to come back and live 
in Yemen as Yemeni citizens.” 
The Committee Against 
Normalization also issued a 
statement in which it criticized 
the visit ruthlessly holding the 
government responsible for such 
developments and warned 
against any further steps.
But it seems the visits will go on. 
The Jerusalem Post indicated in 
its issue of last Friday that anoth­
er group of the Israeli passport­
holders will visit Yemen this 
coming Thursday. “ Participants 
in the 14-day tour would include

those who in the future accompany tours to 
Yemen, as well as others in the tourism 
field and leaders of the Yemenite commu­
nity in Israel” the paper said.
In an exclusive interview to the Yemen 
Times, a number of the Jewish visiting 
group told the newspaper that the visit was 
arranged through contacts with Yemeni 
officials. Nevertheless the two Israeli 
newspapers, Jerusalem Post and Maariv 
mentioned that the Jewish delegation could 
not meet the Prime Minister Dr Al-Eryani 
due to his health condition and could not 
meet Parliament Speaker Sheikh Al- 
Ahmer because their visit was not arranged 
beforehand though the group had called at 
the latter’s house but he refused according 
to the Jerusalem Post, to meet them.

More on Page 5
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Words of 
Wisdom

“One of the most important tools 
in achieving accountability is to 
have a transparent system. If a
system is open to the public eye, then the pos­
sibilities of wrong-doing, inefficiency, and 
other shortcomings will decrease.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999
Yemen Times Founder

Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 

Chief Editor

The Potential
During my stay in Canada last week, I kept on 

being told the same sentence over and over 
again by most of the different people I spoke 

to. The sentence was “Your country has a great poten­
tial.” They explained to me how they see Yemen as a 
country with great potential and factors of becoming 
a modern and rich country in the region, just like gulf 
countries if not richer. However, they expressed their 
disappointment at us not taking advantage of the 
potential, and not managing the country’s resources 
adequately.
You may wonder what the potential of Yemen these 
people are talking about is. Well, even though it is dif­
ficult to mention all the potentials of the country, I 
will try to explain the most important of them.

Strategic Location
Yemen is the part of the Arabian Peninsula, which lies 
on two seas, the Arab sea in the south and the Red Sea 
in the West, hence controlling one of the most impor­
tant routes in the world (Bab Al-Mandab.) It is also 
the only country in Southern Arabia, which is not in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), making it of 
great economic and political importance for the 
region as a whole. Aden Free Zone could become a 
very influential strategic harbor for business and trade 
that could effect the global and regional market if 
taken full advantage of.

Cheap and Efficient Labor
Being the poorest Arabian country in the region, 
Yemen’s average annual income is among the lowest 
the world. This consequently resulted in the cheap 
Yemeni labor. Workers in construction of buildings, 
for example, usually accept a daily allowance of 
roughly 3 dollars for a 12-hour long day work.

Tourism
“Your country is a heaven on earth” is how a promi­
nent World Bank official described Yemen. Once 
called the Arabian Felix, it is not unusual to think of 
Yemen as a tourist destination. Hundreds of thou­
sands of local tourists visited Aden in the last Eid 
alone. Look at the ancient areas, the beautiful coasts, 
the spectacular simplicity and generosity of the 
Yemeni public. Add to all of these the weather. Our 
weather is considered among the best in the world. 
With a moderate temperature in winter, and a reason­
ably warm and sometimes rainy summer, Yemen 
could be the destination of tourists for its weather, let 
alone the other attractions. Imagine the number of 
tourist that would pour in from outside if this poten­
tial is well explored.

Oil and natural resources
Oil and natural resource exploration companies have 
declared the discoveries of gold, gas, and other 
resources in Yemen. Investors have their eye on 
Yemen, not because it lies in a strategic location only, 
but because it is hiding so many valuable resources in 
its lands.

Yemenis are smart and hard working
We are among the countries with the highest ratio of 
young aged people. This means that we have a whole 
generation of youngsters with many talents and abili­
ties that need guidance and promotion. I have been to 
many countries in the world in which I see Yemeni 
intellectuals holding key positions and I heard testi­
monies saying that Yemenis are bright minded and 
have proven to be hard working people. Why not give 
more importance to this generation and encourage the 
talents that we witness in them?

These are some factors that show that indeed, we do 
have a great potential. But the main concern is how to 
take full advantage of the potential. Are we promoting 
and encouraging our young talented people? Are we 
promoting tourist sites, retreats, chalets, etc.? Are we 
taking advantage of the strategic location? Are we 
exploring the natural resources adequately? I am 
afraid we are not, at least to the extent needed. We 
have lots of things to do and achievements to accom­
plish within the coming few years, and that requires a 
lot of continuous hard work.

The Challenge
It is a pity that issues like kidnapping, extreme tribal­
ism, qat, and corruption are holding us back from 
exploring our potentials. I agree that we have a lot of 
potentials, but I also would like to remind all who 
think so that we have several challenges, almost as 
many as our potentials or even more. I know that 
these people do not have the time and energy to solve 
our personal problems. In fact, it is our case, and as 
Yemenis we must work on it together to overcome 
them. Can we go back to our old “Happy Yemen”? 
Will Yemenis be able to raise their heads up high 
being proud of achieving a modern country with 
strong economy just as it used to be in the past? Will 
we be able to take advantage of Yemen’s true poten­
tial? Only time will tell.
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In Brief
Austrian President to 

visit Yemen
Austrian President Thomas 
Kelistal has received an 
invitation to visit Yemen 
extended by president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. Yemen’s 
ambassador to Austria, Dr. 
Hussein Mohammed 
Mukky, the permanent rep­
resentative to UN office 
handed over the invitation 
during his meeting Sunday 
with the Austrian President 
who expressed his thanks 
for the invitation which he 
welcomed and promised to 
pay in February next year.

The Supreme Court 
Challenged the Appeal of 
the Seven Britons' Case 
The Supreme court passed 
a verdict challenging the 
appeal presented by the 
seven Britons' lawyer Badr 
Ba Sonaid without notify­
ing either the lawyers or 
the defendants, the lawyer 
claimed. He said that he 
came to learn about deci­
sion Monday March 27, 
2000 by chance. He said 
that the procedures have 
been conducted and the 
appeal was officially 
recorded in the Court of 
Appeal in accordance with 
the effective laws. 
However, the Supreme 
Court passed the verdict 
without informing the 
Appeal Court, the lawyer, 
or defendants.
He also added that accord­
ing to the effective laws he 
as well as the defendants 
should have been granted a 
public session in which the 
verdict will be passed, 
however, this has not hap­
pened.

Bomb Explodes in Aden

A bomb exploded on April 
1st in, Al-Maala, Aden in a 
shop selling lubricants. A 
child was slightly injured 
and a number of nearby 
houses were slightly dam­
aged.
Staff Brigadier,
Mohammed Saleh Turiq, 
director of Aden Security 
said that such terrorist acts 
would not pass unpun­
ished.

Seven million Canadian 
dollars Grant to Yemen

An amount of 7 million 
Canadian dollars have been 
granted by the Canadian 
government to the victims 
of land mines to be used 
for training and qualifica­
tion. The Canadian gov­
ernment has already pro­
vided a 2-million grant for 
financing programs of 
clearing land mines. 
Reports show that the 
number of anti-personnel 
land mines are more than 
half a million and planted 
in many different sites in 
the Republic.

Seminar on P.A.A.P.T
A seminar on the Problems 
and Perspective of the 
Place of Ancient 
Agricultural Practices and 
Techniques in Yemen is to 
be held in Sana’a for the 
period 18-20 June 2000. 
Themes that are going to 
be discussed are the fol­
lowing:
1) The origin, domestica­
tion and selection of adapt­
ed crops,
2) The control and preser­
vation of scarce natural 
resources (water and land) 
3) The laws and rules gov­
erning these ancient agrari­

an practices and tech­
niques,
4) The impact of the intro­
duction of new technolo­
gies,
5) The possible contribu­
tion of the ancient agricul­
tural savior-faire to a sus­
tainable development.
Interested participants, to 
participate or finance the 
seminar, are welcome to 
contact the seminar 
preparatory committee at 
the Faculty of Agriculture, 
University of Sana’a 
Yemeni Genetic Resources 
Center.

A Family of Seven 
Persons Killed All

Together
Sunday, 26 March 2000, 
precisely at 3:30 a.m. resi­
dents of AL-Mousala Zone 
in Taiz heard several gun­
shots. In the same morn­
ing, 7 dead bodies were 
found in Tahir Mohammed 
Hassan Saleh Al- 
Zorayki’s house.
The bodies belonged to 
Tahir himself, his wife and 
his five kids. The elder was 
his son Imad Tahir and the 
youngest was his 3-year- 
old boy. Investigation 
Office has started investi­
gating the incident but 
results were still unknown. 
Reports vary in regard to 
the reasons of the incident. 
Some show that the father, 
Tahir, killed his family and 
then shot himself dead. 
Taiz Security Director, Dr. 
Rashad Al-Alimi, declared 
that the officer in charge of 
investigating this incident 
found a letter in Tahir’s 
house containing his last 
will. Dr. Rashad said that 
the father stated that all his 
belongings should go to his 
brother in law Khalid 
Mokbil Fare’e to pay his 
debts. He had also men­
tioned that he committed 
this crime for personal rea­
sons. It is also said that the 
letter was shown to many 
of his relatives who 
assured that it was his 
handwriting. Other reports 
show that he has been shot 
three bullets one on his 
head, the other on his chest 
and the last on his back 
Investigations are still 
going on to unravel the 
mystery of this incident. 
YT learnt that the Chief of 
Taiz Prosecution, 
Mohammed Fakhir has, at 
4.30, ordered the medical 
examiner to run autopsy on 
bodies of the victims

Meeting for Discussing 
Human Rights at US

Embassy
The US embassy is to host 
a public discussion of the 
1999 US Department of 
State Country Reports on 
Human Rights in Yemen. 
The US embassy staff will 
be present to answer any 
questions about the report. 
The program will take 
place at the Abraj (Towers) 
Hotel on Ring Road, 
beginning at 9 a.m.

Symposium On Yemeni 
Dialects

On the occasion of its 25th 
anniversary, Aden 
University held a sympo­
sium on Yemeni Dialects 
on April 2. The symposium 
was attended by Dr. Abdul 
Sabour Shahin, the 
Russian Orientalist Vitali 
Vaomkin and a number of 
local specialists.

PSO Arrests Ayuob 
Noaman

Ayyoub Noaman, owner of 
the Al-Noaman Bookshop 
was arrested by the PSO 
three weeks ago for having 
three issues of the London­
based magazine, Al- 
Magalah, which contains

an article about Ahmad Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, the
President’s son and
Commander of the
Republican Guards.
Yemeni authorities have 
banned the Magazine from 
entering Yemen and that 
what made the PSO arrest 
Al-Noaman for having 
some issues of the 
Magazine.

Production Sharing 
Agreement

Adair Yemen Exploration 
Limited and partners 
Occidental Yemen 
Sabatain, INC and Saba 
Yemen Oil Company 
Limited have signed a 
Production Sharing 
Agreement with the 
Ministry of Oil and 
Mineral Resources to 
explore for oil on Block 20 
in the Republic of Yemen.
Block 20 is located in the 
heart of the prolific pro­
duction (currently 160,000 
barrels of oil per day) oper­
ated by Yemen Hunt Oil 
Company.

Appeal to Human Rights 
Organizations
A family from Asser, 
Sana’a, sent an appeal to 
all human rights organiza­
tions to stop what they 
called an aggression com­
mitted by a number of 
policemen who broke into 
their house illegally and at 
another time arrested one 
of them, Mosleh 
Mohammed Ah.
They said that their broth­
er, Ahmad moved to anoth­
er flat after he married an 
Ethiopian lady 5 years ago. 
Recently, his wife fell ill 
and was taken to hospital. 
She died there after she 
was discovered to be 
afflicted with AIDS. Since 
then they have become a 
target to policemen 
attacks.
The brothers continued 
saying that they had noth­
ing to do with their brother 
and that they were not 
responsible for their broth­
er’s behavior.

Yemen’s Children to 
Have their own 

Parliament.
On April 1, 2000, 20 thou­
sand children representing 
31 preparatory schools in 
Sana’a participated in par­
liamentary elections of the 
Yemeni children. This

democratic project is 
adopted by a culture 
Institution called
Noshata’a (active) which 
aims at spreading the con­
cepts and principles of 
democracy among the 
Yemeni students to be 
aware of the elections con­
cepts, democracy and free 
competitions to establish a 
small parliament to discuss 
children’s affairs and 
rights. The balloting date 
was fixed on 12th April, 
under the supervision of 
the supreme committee of 
elections and the ministry 
of education to create a 
public opinion in relevance 
with children rights.

Secretariat Day In Aden
Under the motto of 
“Movenpick Secretariat 
Day”, to strengthen rela­
tionship between Aden 
Hotel Movenpick and 
other companies, and 
attended by over 60 secre­
taries, Aden Hotel 
Movenpick organized an 
acquaintance party for sec­
retaries in Aden.

Adel Imam Arrive in 
Yemen Tomorrow

Adel Imam, the most 
famous Arab comedian 
artist, is going to arrive in 
Yemen tomorrow April 4, 
2000. On his visit he is 
going to see the conditions 
of the Somalians’ refugees 
camps located in Al-Jahin. 
Adel Imam’s visit is his 
first ever humanitarian 
visit after his appointment 
as the ambassador of 
humanitarian deeds in the 
UN High refugees 
Commission.
It is worth noting that there 
are more than 71,000 
Somalian refugees in 
Yemen.

Sons of Yemeni League 
Calls for Constitutional 

Amendments
The sons of Yemeni 
league (Ray) has called for

lawful and constitutional 
amendments that would settle 
the contradiction of the constitu­
tional fundamentals and some 
constitutional articles.
“We do seize the chance of dis­
cussing the elections law in the 
parliament to present our 
prospect pertaining to these 
amendments, hoping that our 
call be seriously studied.” said 
the party in a letter submitted to

sheikh Mohammed Nagi 
Sha’aif, chairman of the Public 
Rights in the parliament
The party noted that, conducting 
a real political reform, participa­
tion in decision making, local 
governance with more privi­
leges, independent judiciary sys­
tem, fighting financial, adminis­
trative corruption, controlling 
tribal violence, etc are essentials 
for a stability and security.

Yemen Times Editor to Radio Canada
“Sometimes Kidnapping has something 

to do with the needs of the Tribes”
In an interview with 
Radio Canada 
International, Chief 
Editor of the Yemen 
Times, Mr. Walid 
Abdulaziz Al- 
Saqqaf highlighted 
the importance of 
NGOs for the 
Yemeni society.
However, he expressed his 
sadness for some of the 
NGOs that serve material­
istic purposes.
In an answer to a question 
about the kidnapping inci­
dents, Mr Walid said that

they were a 
result of vari­
ous causes 
such as; draw­
ing attention 
of the govern­
ment to some 
of the dis­
tricts’ needs of 
essential serv­

ices, pressuring the gov­
ernment to release impris­
oned figures and others. 
About the democratic 
experience in Yemen, he 
said that it is improving 
day after day.

Yemen Participates in the 
International Tourist Exhibition

The Yemeni Tourist 
Promotion Council partic­
ipated in the International 
Tourist Exhibition held in 
Paris, France from 23 to 
26 March. Apart from the 
Council Yemenia Airways 
as well as a number of 
tourist agencies also took 
part in the event. All these 
stalls were visited by a 
large number of visitors 
who appreciated the col­
orful promotional

brochures distributed to 
them. The event provided 
an excellent form for pro­
motion of tourism in 
Yemen.
Yemen’s participation in 
similar exhibition to be 
held in Spain, Italy, and 
Germany is expected to 
ensure a beeline of 
tourists to Yemen and 
thereby serve as a major 
boost to the country’s 
tourism potential.

YEMEN CLUB
FOR TOURING & 

AUTOMOBILE (YCTA)
Proudly announces its efforts to assist all concerned to obtain an 
International Customs Passage Document (Known as Trip Tyck) 
which enable one to temporarily export their own vehicle cross 
countries without paying any customs duties and facing any 
procedural hurdles and obtain Int'l Driving license also.

The requirement to obtain such documents are:
a valid visa from the desired country/ies 
application form to be filled out
a commercial guarantee attested by the Chamber of Commerce 
in the prescribed application form 
all related documents of the vehicle
a fee of US$ 120 either in cash or certified bank cheques

To obtain an International Driving License:
an application form must be filled
valid driving license (Yemeni, Mid-eastern, European or 
American)
Two 4X6 photographs
Fees: YR 4500 for Yemenis and US$ 45 for non-Yemenis

For more information, 
please visit or call:

Head Office: 01/413466,
Branches: 02/241534, 03/226980, 04/407423

04/225384,05/354843, 05/404288.

Announcement
Queen Arwa University announces the commencement 
of registration for the annual competition for getting 
free seats. These seats will be in the field of engineer­
ing, ‘decoration’. There are five scholarships presented 
by Arwa University and supported by Al-Hosaini 
Corporation for Investment.
Eligible Candidates should have:
1- High school degree.
2- Pass the entrance exam.
Preference will be given to:

* Those who can speak English fluently.
* Girls and rural area students.
* Sons of martyrs.
* Those who get high marks in the entrance exam.

Study will begin from the beginning of the second semes­
ter of this year. Applications should reach university 

office before 8th of April.
South Sixty St. Attan, Tele: 416909- Fax: 415992.

Continued from page 1
President Saleh’s 

Abroad Tour Continues
During his meeting with repre­
sentatives of Arab press in New 
York Saturday, president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh talked about 
results of his visit to Canada and 
his current visit to the U.S. and 
his meeting with the UN 
Secretary General. The president 
made it clear that his visit to 
Canada was successful and 
results of his meetings with the 
Governor General of Canada Ms. 
Adrienne Clarkson, Speakers of 
both the houses of Senate and the 
Commons and other Canadian 
officials were good. He had dis­
cussed with them the whole 
issues, mainly the developments 
of the peace process in the 
Mideast and the meeting held in 
Geneva between Syrian president 
Assad and US. president Clinton, 
adding that his whole bilateral, 
regional and international level 
talks were successful.
President Saleh said his talks 
with the UN Secretary General 
Anan he discussed latest devel­
opments of the Middle East 
peace process, situation in the 
African Horn region and results 
of the arbitration between Yemen 
and Eritrea. Mr Anan valued that 
step describing it as good exam­
ple for solving regional and inter­
national disputes and touched on 
the subject of the Iraqi people 
suffering resulting from the 
blockade imposed on them. On 
normalization of relations with 
Israel, president Saleh said that 
would not be realized but after

just and comprehensive peace, 
based on the Israeli withdrawal 
from Palestinian occupied terri­
tories, southern Lebanon and the 
Golan heights, was established in 
the area. He said the Israeli gov­
ernment
must move towards peace as it is 
required for all.

In response to a question on 
what is raised in the Arab world 
now that some Arab leaders are 
preparing their sons for power, 
president Saleh said that Yemen 
had chosen political pluralism 
and multi-party system, democ­
racy and respect of human rights. 
He added that Yemen had held 
parliamentary elections in 1993 
and 1997 and presidential elec­
tions. Any citizen, from any 
political party has the right to 
prepare himself to run for presi­
dential elections, said the presi­
dent. He said “ I am not prepar­
ing my son as my successor or 
impose him on any party.”
On his Tuesday talks with presi­
dent Clinton and assessment of 
Yemeni-American relations, the 
president said talks would focus 
on bilateral relations, develop­
ments of Mideast peace process, 
situation in the African Horn, in 
addition to issues of common 
interest. He said the two coun­
tries relations were good and 
developing. President Saleh said 
that in his visit to Italy discussion 
would also centre on issues of 
investment.
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Yemeni Press Scanner
AL-AYYAM 
Independent

Negotiation to Allow the French to 
Work
Negotiations continue between some 
military leaders in Shabwa 
Governorate and the people of Jardan 
Province to reach an agreement to 
allow the French company C.G.G. to 
work in the province.
Negotiations came after the people 
objected to the activities of the said 
company in the province unless the 
local authorities meet their demands. 
They demand the conclusion of the 
public road and electricity projects in 
addition to furnishing the local hospi­
tal, employment at the company for 
the men and their vehicles by the com­
pany.
Last Wednesday, the people of Jardan 
had handed a note to the commanders 
of the 21st military brigade addressed 
to the Governor of Shabwa, containing 
their demands. They gave a week for 
their demands to be met otherwise 
they shall continue to object to the 
activities of the French company.

Attariq 
Independent

Dubai Erect a FZ in Djibouti to 
Compete with Aden
Press reports say that an official agree­
ment shall be reached within few 
weeks between Djibouti and the 
United Arab Emirates on establishing 
a Free Zone in Djibouti port to com­
pete with Aden Free Zone.
Attariq is told that the new FZ shall be 
administered by the U.A.E. Jabal Ali 
Free Zone Authority for 20 years. 
Observers believe this agreement to 
make an end to the role Aden as a free 
zone is expected to play. Aden is one 
of the world’s deepest natural harbors, 
and its infrastructure is being modern­
ized. Observers fear this agreement 
shall adversely affect the Yemeni 
hopes in the Aden Free Zone, because 
Djibouti is very near to the interna­
tional shipping lines.

Sa’ada Islah Chairman 
Assassinated
Sheikh Mohammed Hasan Manna’, 
Chairman of the Islah Party Sa’ada 
Governorate Organization, and one of 
Islah Party most prominent leaders 
was assassinated last Saturday. Attariq 
was informed that the man who assas­
sinated Mr. Manna’ was accompany­
ing him in his on car and belongs to 
the same tribe of him. When the car 
arrived at the home the culprit dis­
mounted and -from behind- shot him 
several times. He was later detained 
by Sa’ada police. It is reported that the 
same man had previously killed his 
own wife.

AL-TAGAMOA’ 
Yemeni Congregation of 
Unionists

Prime Minister in Self Isolation
It is reported at some limitedly fre­
quented Qat Diwans that Prime 
Minister Dr. Al-Eryani is very angry 
for the blockade imposed around him 
by some very influential officials of 
the Presidential Office to deny him the 
most necessary data he should be, as a 
Prime Minister, be aware of. It is 
reported that he sees in that a clear 
indication that official contact with 
him might be cut shortly.
It is said that Dr. Eryani is convinced 

that he is the victim of a purely inter­
nal plot that shall be finalized official­
ly when the expected hiking of prices 
is announced. Dr. Eryani refuses to be 
blamed alone, and insists that all par­
ties of the regime should equally bur­
den, despite the fact that he is the most 
eager for them

Disagreement over Normalization
Repeated, continuous denials of the 
“events” of normalizing the relations 
with Israel drew the attention of all 
those who are interested in knowing 
what is really going on. There reports 
that strong disagreements exist 
between different groups within the 
regime on how to manage this affair.

One group is eager to flock and do 
anything to please the U.S.A., claim­
ing that everybody in the Arab coun­
tries is normalizing; while another 
group that it is not yet the suitable time 
to do so. The later group says it is bet­
ter to await the results of negotiations 
on the Syria and Lebanese courses.
On the fringes of both groups, people, 
signaled to proceed, are actively tak­
ing quick moves for normalizing the 
relation, claiming that it is good for 
investments [in Yemen] and to attract 
hard currency for government.
Anti-normalization groups are only 
occasional and limited in their activi­
ties. They feel that they can not influ­
ence the affair if the government takes 
the decision and surrenders to the 
demands of the United States who has 
99% of the cards!

Exclusion!
More than 200 officers of the Political 
Security Organization personnel who 
originated from the Eastern and 
Southern governorates were excluded 
in the early 1999 promotions.
These officers had three times filled 
the necessary qualifications forms, 
which seem to lose their way at the 
cabinets of Sana’ani officials.
In their complaint, they say that their 

case was discussed during the annual 
and six-monthly meetings of the 
General Directors of governorates.
Despite the fact that Brigadier Al- 
Qamesh has ordered that their cases be 
settled, his orders were never imple­
mented.

AL-RA’Y AL-A’AM 
Independent

Aden, a Political Capital Instead of 
Sana’a
Aden was able to take in 300,000 vis­
itor [from other governorates during 
Eid holidays]; and it can take in more 
than 500,000.
Aden is beautiful and clean. Its streets 
are wide and well arranged so that 
people do not feel any gridlock. The 
beautiful air of Aden and its active 
officials and kindhearted population 
made Aden a city all Yemenis can be 
proud of. This situation caused many 
Yemenis to demand that Aden should 
be the political capital for Yemen by 
2005 or earlier, instead of Sana’a, 
which is threatened to lose by 2010 its 
groundwater sources and Oxygen...
Many people believe that Aden well 
qualified to be the capital of Yemen, 
and that Sana’a should be one of the 
great historical cities of Yemen; visit­
ed by tourists, historians, researchers 
and [Minister of Interior] Brigadier 
Hussein Arab.

Urgent: To Prime Minister Al- 
Eryani
I would like you to answer this ques­
tion rightly and frankly:
When is your government going to 
leave? Has your cabinet anything 
more to inflict on Yemen and its popu­
lation other than the awaited hike of 
prices?
The people are asking God to take you 
and your Government. When He wish­
es, God is the most capable. God is 
greater than the United States of 
America.

AL-BALAGH 
Independent

Violent Quakes at Gabal Habashi: 
Population Flee
Gabal Habashi area witnessed strong 
quakes during current and last week, 
which left many casualties. There 
were many material losses in houses 
and plantations. Many people started 
leaving their villages towards the cap­
ital of the governorate.
In interviews with the newspaper, 
many people from the area said that 
these quakes are the first of their kind 
to hit the area.

Yemen Denies Visit Israeli 
Delegation
An official source in Sana’a denied 
that one Sana’a Airport passport offi­
cer has uncovered a visit to Yemen by 
an Israeli tourist delegation. He said

the report is a pure fabrication and has 
nothing to do with the truth. He added 
that it is part of a series of irresponsi­
ble allegations.

Dhala’ Military Personnel Back to 
Barracks
The Minister of Interior, Mr. Husein 
Arab said that the ministerial commit­
tee that had a fact-finding mission at 
Dhala’ Governorate had decided that 
all military personnel from Dhala’ 
should be recalled to the armed forces. 
He said that the move was upon 
instructions by President Saleh. Mr. 
Arab, who was interviewed by Asharq 
Al-Awsat of London said that the situ­
ation at Dhala’ is normal and what was 
said otherwise was mere exaggeration. 
However, he added that the 
Governorate lacks some basic services 
and infrastructure.

RA’Y
Sons of Yemen League

A Charter of Honor for the Tribes 
of Yemen
A ‘Charter of Honor for the Tribes of 
Yemen’, which was suggested by 
Sheikh Sinan Abu Luhum, the Grand 
Sheikh of Bakil, which aims making 
limits to wars waged between these 
tribes is being signed by the their 
Sheikhs.
Informed sources report that Sheikhs 

belonging to Khawlan signed the 
Charter last at Sheikh Sinan’s home. 
The Charter basically aims to stop any 
enlarging of a dispute that might erupt 
between any two tribes so that it does­
n’t include any third parties that are 
linked to any of the disputing tribes by 
tribal pact or lineage similar to recent 
incident in which a son of Sheikh 
Sinan was kidnapped with others 
because of a dispute between Al- 
Haymah and Al-Gida’an tribes.

Yemeni Political Asylum Seekers in 
UK Increase
An informed source reports that a 
decision was taken by Yemenia to pro­
hibit the participation of former staff 
of Alyemda Airlines [Captains, assis­
tants and hostesses] in any flights des­
tined towards London. The moves 
came after the number of political asy­
lum seeker among the later increased. 
Several Captains and Assistants 
demanded the privilege while their air­
planes were stopping at London to 
avail themselves of the easy terms 
enforced by the British authorities in 
such cases.

League and the Aggregation of 
Unionists Coordinate
The Sons of Yemen League party and 
the Aggregation of Yemeni Unionists 
party stressed that local election and 
taking part in them is very important 
in order to enforce the right of citizens 
to participate and the bases of the 
democratic process itself.
The two parties agreed during a bipar­
tisan consultative meeting to coordi­
nate between their activities with 
regard to the other parties of the oppo­
sition, as both parties are outside the 
Coordination Council of the 
Opposition Parties.

AL-WAHDAWI 
People’s Nasserite 
Unionist Organization

Yemeni Tourist Agents Visited 
“Israel”
Diplomatic and media sources believe 
that near future shall witness the accel­
eration of normalizing the economical 
and touristic relations between Yemen 
and the Zionist enemy, in the after­
math of a recent visit to Yemen by the 
Arab Gulf Desk official at the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 
envoy was cordially by the 
Government and held talks with high 
Yemeni officials including Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al-Eryani.
These talks covered several political 
issues, of which the most important is 
protecting the Israeli interests in the 
Red Sea in exchange for indirect 
Zionist investments. The indirect 
nature of investment is to avoid put­
ting the Government in an embarrass­

ing position with the nationalistic 
forces and the [Yemeni] masses who 
reject the normalization of relations 
with the enemy.
Our sources indicated that such invest­
ments shall include joint strategic 
petrochemical and energy, as the 
Israeli side was eager to buy Yemeni 
oil and gas which are much cheaper 
than those of Qatar.
Our sources confirmed that the 
Government side was very keen of 
pleasing the Israeli envoy in order to 
please the United States which prom­
ised Yemen with more aid if any level 
of relations with the Zionist entity.
It is recalled that intense arrangements 
are being made to receive Israeli 
tourist groups, in implementation of 
an agreement reached before with 
Musa Shara’abi, an American Jew of 
Yemeni origin.

AL-SAHWAH
Isiah Party
Questions about a 

Jewish Delegation Visiting the 
Country
Media sources report that a group of 
15 Israelis arrived mid-week to Sana’a 
from occupied Palestine through a 
third country. The group is reported to 
include businessmen, journalists and 
Rabbis. It is reported that non­
Yemenis were among the group. They 
visited some quarters of the capital 
and were received by a prominent offi­
cial political figure at his home.
It was also reported that a journalist 
from Ma’arev and reporter of the AFP 
in occupied Palestine were among the 
group.
It is recalled that Yemen has repeated­
ly confirmed that it shall not allow vis­
iting Jews holding Israeli passports to 
enter Yemen. However, passports held 
by the current visiting group are not 
known, and Yemen used to allow 
European and American Jews to visit 
Yemen if they don’t carry Israeli pass­
ports.
The presence of such members of the

group as the journalist calls for some 
clarification by the pertinent Yemeni 
officials. Declarations and announce­
ments made by Yemeni official 
shouldn’t contradict with the realities 
taking place, because the trust 
between the people and its officials 
shall be lost.

AL-THAWRI
Yemeni Socialist Party

German Minister Stresses 
Importance of Presence in Political 
Life
The German Minister of State stressed 
during a meeting with Politburo mem­
bers Garallah Omer and Ali Munassar

Mohammed, and other party leaders, 
the importance of being present in the 
political life for any party. The 
Minister who visited Yemen just 
before the Eid holidays said clearly 
that the world deals now with those 
parties that are represented in 
Parliaments, and expressed that they 
are ready to develop the relations 
between the Yemeni Socialist Party 
and the Socialist German Party.
The meeting which was attended also 
by the German Ambassador in Yemen 
and several YSP leaders, covered sev­
eral other Yemeni political issues 
including the next Parliamentary elec­
tions.
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Adair
INTERNATIONAL

Adair International Oil and Gas, INC 
(AIGI) and Occidental and Saba Yemen 
Oil Sign Production Sharing Agreement 

on Highly Sought After Exploration 
Block in Yemen.

Adair Yemen Exploration Limited and 
partners occidental Yemen Sabatain, 
INC, and SABA Yemen Oil Company 
Limited have signed a production shar­
ing agreement with the Ministry of Oil 
and Mineral Resources to explore for 
oil Block 20 in the Republic of Yemen. 
Adair signed the original memoran­
dum of understanding for this block in 
October of 1999.
Working interests held in the project 
are Adair 30%, occidental 50%, and 
SABA 20%. The working interests as a 
group are subject to a 5% carried inter­
est held by the Yemen Company for 
Investments in Oil and Minerals 
(YICOM) in the concession area.
Block 20 is located in the heart of the 
prolific production (currently 180,000 
barrels of oil per day) operated by 
Yemen Hunt Oil Company. 
Cumulative production from this area 
is projected to approach 1.0 Billion 
barrels by the end of 2005. The 
pipelines and export facilities already 
in place afford the opportunity to bring 
any newly discovered oil in Block 20 
to market within short time frames and 
at minimal cost. Adair believes that the 
block could contain up to 340 million 
barrels of recoverable reserves.
Adair has been named the operator 
during the exploration phase because 
of their comprehensive knowledge and 
experiences in the block. Occidental, 
with their worldwide expertise in pro­
duction and development, will assume 
the role of operator after discovery of 
commercial reserves. Mr. Richard G. 
Boyce, President of Adair Exploration 
INC, has extensive experience in 
Yemen and was formally Exploration 
Manager for Yemen Hunt Oil 
Company.
Adair intends to implement an aggres­
sive commitment by. the group to uti­
lize “state of the art” oil and gas explo­
ration technology. Work planned 
includes acquisition of 3D seismic 

focused on the six prospects currently 
mapped with existing 2D seismic data, 
followed by the drilling of two (2) 
exploratory wells in the first explo­
ration period and an additional four (4) 
exploration wells in the optional sec­
ond exploration period. This represents 
a minimum financial commitment of $ 
16.3 million dollars during the six (6) 
year exploration period, if the group 
elects to complete the second explo­
ration period.
“The seismic work will begin immedi­
ately upon the ratification of the 
Agreement by the Yemen government 
with initial drilling anticipated to begin 
shortly thereafter”, stated Mr. Richard 
G. Boyce, President of Adair 
Exploration, INC.
“The signing of this PSA represents the 
culmination of over three years of 
extensive geological evaluation and 
business development efforts in Yemen 
by Adair to secure this unique explo­
ration opportunity. Adair also has other 
investment projects under develop­
ment in Yemen at this time”, stated Mr. 
Jalal Alghani, Vice-Chairman of Adair 
International Oil and gas, INC (AIGI). 
Adair International Oil and Gas, INC. 
(AIGI) whose home office is in 
Houston, Texas also has interests in the 
United States in natural gas fired 
power generation system as well as oil 
and gas interests in Colombia. 
Occidental Yemen Sabatain is a whol­
ly owned subsidiary of Occidental Oil 
and Gas Corporation which is head­
quartered in Los Anglos, California, 
USA. Saba Oil and Gas Limited, a pri­
vate Yemeni company with principal 
ownership held by Sheikh Mohammed 
B.Y Al-Rowaishan. The Al- 
Rowaishan Group of companies repre­
sent major commercial and trading 
interests in Yemen.

Block 20 Potential:
Within the scope of international 
exploration projects, the hydrocarbon 
potential for Block 20 must be charac­
terized as delivering high reward for 
taking low to moderate risk. Located 
adjacent to oil production operated by 
Yemen Hunt, block 20 represents a 
truly unique exploration opportunity. 
All elements of the prolifi Alif 
Petroleum System are well understood 
and the risks associated with drilling 
these prospects can be readily docu­
mented and addressed. The financial 
rewards of exploration in this area are 
substantial. A relatively new produc­
tion infrastructure is available for the 
immediate export of any hydrocarbons 
discovered. When combined with the 
improved production sharing terms 
being offered by the Yemen govern­
ment, the return on investment and 
short time to positive cash flow ranks 
this project better than most interna­
tional exploration projects available 

today.
The area has undergone exploration 
drilling by the TOTAL/HUNT group. 
Some structural targets have already 
been drilled and are now developed as 
fields, other prospects are now recog­
nized as a result of development 
drilling during recent years. The strati­
graphic elements of reservoir develop­
ment have not been thoroughly 
explored by the previous operators. 
Exploration success on this block will 
be determined in large part by utilizing 
the techniques to recognize reservoirs 
directly from the seismic data and 
implementing new drilling technology.
An aggressive exploration work pro­

gram, operated by ADAIR INTERNA­
TIONAL including acquisition of 300 
square kilometers of 3D seismic and 
drilling of six (6) exploratory wells can 
be completed within the first two years 
of the program at a cost of less than 
$40 million USD.

Exploration History
The modern oil industry in the 
Republic of Yemen began with the dis­
covery of oil by Yemen Hunt Oil 
Company in 1984. The Alif #1 well, 
which flowed at a combined rate of 
7831 BOPD, sparked off intense 
industry interest in this previously 
ignored part of the Arabian Peninsula. 
Located in what was then North 
Yemen and now designated as Block 
18-Marib, the Alif discovery eventual­
ly was developed as a field with oil 
reserves of 800 million barrels of high 
quality, light crude. Since the discov­
ery of Alif Field, Hunt and other oper­
ators have made fourteen additional 
commercial discoveries in this same 
basin in the Alif petroleum system. In 
1987, a 440-kilometer pipeline with a 
designed capacity of 240,000 barrels 
of oil per day, was completed from the 
Alif Central Processing Unit (CPU) to 
a floating terminal located on Ras’ Isa 
in the Red Sea. Since that time, pro­
duction from this area has ranged as 
high as 180,000 BOPD and is current­
ly flowing at 160,000 BOPD.
Oil production is from thick Jurassic 
aged sandstone reservoirs that are 
overlain by salt, forming an excellent 
top seal to trap hydrocarbons. Typical 
reservoir thickness in the Alif forma­
tion is over 100 meters (300 feet) in net 
pay thickness of 50 meters (150 feet) 
with porosities reaching 30% and per­
meability of 1.0 darcies. Oil from the 
Alif reservoir typically flows as sus­
tained rates of 2,000-3,000 BOPD. 
Seismic data (2D) has been very effec­
tive in mapping the large faulted anti­
clinal folds, which form the traps for 
most major accumulations. 3D seismic 
surveys are now being implemented 
and have proved very successful in the 
exploration for oil in the Alif forma­
tion.

Oil and Gas, Inc
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What the Jewish Group Members 
Said About Their Visit

O
n the ocassion of the 
visiting Jewish group 
last week,
Mohammed Hatem 
Al-Qadhi and 

Mohammed Bin Sallam of Yemen 
Times conducted the following 
interviews with some of the mem­
bers of the group.

Moshe Hananel.
I am involved in 
tourism in differ­
ent aspects; travel 
agencies, airlines, 
hotel business in 
the United States 
and Israel. I had

the opportunity to be involved with 
travel to the Arab and Muslim world 
in the last twenty years since Al-Sadat 
came to Al-Quds we were involved 
with travel from Egypt to Israel. We 
brought 100,000 people from the 
United States, Morocco and Jordan. 
We opened the doors to Jordan and 
brought almost 200 ,000 Israelis.

Q: What is the nature of the visit? 
What are the nationalities of the vis­
itors? Are they of Yemeni Origin?
A: This group is mainly Israeli 
Yemenite Jews. They were born in 
Israel. The nature of the visit is cultur­
al, religious and tourist. However, the 
main thing is religious and cultural 
but, of course, it also has its tourist 
aspect.
It is basically coming back home, to 
the origin. You know Jews were living 
here, in Yemen, for 3,000 years and 
they kept the religion, the language, 
the tradition. Now they miss their ori­
gin. They want to establish again the 
contact with Yemen. They bear much 
nostalgia. I think this is the biggest 
Yemenite community that Yemen has 
got in any place in the world. In Israel 
there is about 140,000 Yemenite Jews. 
But it is not only Yemenite origin 
because you have to understand that 
people originally from Yemen have 
children who married people original­
ly from Poland, United States, etc., 
and the grandchildren see themselves 
also Yemenite origin.

Q: Do you mean that there some 
members who are not originally 
from Yemen?
A: Yes. For example, this gentle- 
man(pointing at one of the group) is 
25% Yemenite because his father is 
from Germany but his grandmother is 
from one side is from Yemen and he 
wanted to come to Yemen because he 
wanted to see his roots. It is impossi­
ble now to say fully Yemenite origin 
or 25% Yemenite origin because it is a 
big mixture.

Q: So the Visit is not official.
A: The visit is not organized by the 
government nor it is a political one. 
This is a religious, cultural and tourist 
visit. Of course, it has political impli­
cations but we are not politicians. We 

do not represent the government.

Q: Can we consider it a way for nor­
malizing relations between Yemen 
and Israel in the tourism sector?
A: Sure. It will open the way for fur­
thering our visits in the future.

Q: Was there any agreement 
between Yemen’s government and 
you on coming to Yemen?
A: Sure. The main purpose and the 
best promoters were these 140,000, 
we estimated, Yemenite origin Jews 
that want to come back to the roots, in 
the footsteps of the parents.

Q: Did you discuss the problem of 
the Jews in Yemen and their proper­
ties?
A: No. I am aware of this subject but 
we are not discussing this subject. I 
think that people exaggerate this sub­
ject. We are here not to make prob­
lems. We are here to make peace, not 
to make problems. People should 
understand this. But people who trace 
the subject about the Jews’ properties 
it is better to stop this process because 
this is not the purpose. The purpose is 
nostalgia. The people want to see 
where their parents were born, not to 
take the poor house that is there. You 
have to understand that the economic 
level in Israel is very high. The aver­
age salary in Israel is about $ 3,000 a 
month. Many people will take salaries 
of $ 9,000 a month or 10,000. House 
will cost $ 3,000-4,000 a month. This 
is the monthly salary for most people.

Q: Did you meet Yemeni officials?
A: We met with different Yemeni offi­
cials in different levels. Today we will 
also meet different people. If you will 
call me in the afternoon, I prefer to 
talk about this in the afternoon , I also 
have permission from them.

Q: Does this mean that you will 
organize tourist visits for all 
Yemenite or Israelis to Yemen?
A: We will concentrate on the 
Yemenite Jews. But as I have 
explained to you with this gentleman( 
pointing at his friend, a photographer), 
he is quarterly Yemenite so it is not a 
clear-cut definition. The target is the 
Yemenite Jews in Israel but they mar­
ried ladies from England or a lady 
from Yemen married a gentleman 
from Germany, so it is a big mixture in 
the entire generation. But this is the 
purpose, a cultural contact again 
between the Yemenite in Israel and the 
home country, Yemen.

Q: What are the places you visited? 
A: Sanaa, the old Jewish quarter in 
Sanaa. The people in the neighbor­
hood were very cooperative, the house 
of Isaac, the house Daood, the house 
of Tairy and so on. We visited Sanaa in 
a normal tourist visit. We tried to find 
the synagogue in Sanaa. We went to 
Raida to meet with the Jews there. We 
also tried to see their school and syna­

gogue. These visits were very short. 
One of the most important places that 
we visited was in Taiz, it was the 
Shebazi’s grave and his doughtier. 
Everyone wants to go to his own city. 
Basically, what we will do and that we 
will discuss with our colleagues here 
is to have the group coming and then 
split it into three different areas and 
everyone will go to his own area. 
Some people want to see the museums 
and the Yemenite culture. They miss 
the spices. They go to the market they 
look for spices, they can not get them 
in Israel. Others want to visit the Hajar 
Palace, Shibam, Kowkaban, etc. Moka 
is also very important to them. Shibam 
is also part of our religion. So people 
want to see these places. We are also 
planning to visit other places but we 
are moving according to the permits 
that we will get from the authorities in 
different sections of the country.

Q: How did you find the Jews in 
Raida?
A: We found them in a good situation 
living just as their Muslim neighbors. 
You can not compare it to New York 
or Tel Aviv. Raida is a small city. The 
living condition in Sanaa is better than 
those in Raida. But comparing Raida 
to its neighbors where I had the chance 
to move around, they are in good con­
ditions. They have a school and a reli­
gious synagogue.

Q: Do you perceive a potential rela­
tionship between Israel and Yemen 
in the field of tourism and others?
A: The field of tourism can bring 
immediate benefit to Yemen because 
the infrastructure is here; there are 
hotels, busses, etc. These have imme­
diate impact. Israelis want to come. 
The potential is very big for Yemen to 
double tourism capacity from what is 
it now. In other fields, the collabora­
tion can be done in the cultural level. 
You know the Jews used to be here the 
jewelry makers and so on, and they 
went back to Israel. The systems are 
kept in Israel in the high schools so 
they teach Yemenite Jewelry and so 
on. So, this can be done to teach again 
more people this old tradition of 
Yemen that part of it was lost when 
Yemenite Jews left Yemen to Israel 
and they took the professional secrets 
of how to do. You can see even in the 
market you see old jewelry you can 
see the type of work that not always to 
find in new jewelry. Agricultural col­
laboration is something that can be 
done. You know there is desert in 
Israel and there is desert here. In Israel 
there is much experience to collabo­
rate with other countries on the agri­
cultural level and all levels. We will be 
glad if Yemen wants to collaborate 
with us. We did it with Egypt for 
example in quite big scale. There are 
of course many more fields. Now we 
are collaborating with Jordan, for 
example, in the hi-tech field. Israel is
 very strong in hi-tech. It is one of the 
strongest countries in hi-tech world­

wide. This is another field that Yemen 
can benefit from this relation. We will 
not push ourselves. It is up to Yemen’s 
authorities. We are here to make peace 
not push ourselves and to have, for us, 
economical benefit. But we can share 
our experience if Yemen wants.

Q: Are there plans to make other 
visits to Yemen in the future?
A: Yes, We are planning to do other 
visits. We want to do them step by 
step.

Q: Any last word?
A: We are very happy to be here, We 
feel at home. Even if I am not 
Yemenite origin I feel Yemenite. We 
feel welcome from the people and we 
feel very comfortable.

Iris Mentzer 
from Israel. I am 
working with 
Moshe Hananel 
for many years 
winging Israelis 
to the Arab coun­
tries and joining 

him bringing Muslims to Israel. This 
was a big dream to come to Yemen 
and here we are.

Q: How do you assess your visit to 
Yemen?
A: I think that many Israelis will be 
very glad to come. And more than that 
I think that there are other sides and 
aspects of this visit because Moshe is 
working on another projects like agri­
cultural projects, religious projects 
and some other things that can help the 
economy of Yemen to go up. You 
know, in Israel we are very good at 
agriculture; we have tomatoes in the 
desert and we have many things that 
we grow and we can help Yemen. I 
think cooperation will be good for 
both sides.

Q: Do you think that visits will 
improve and increase?
A: I am sure. Since it has started, it is 
like the snow ball that grows while 
snowing. I have found the Yemenis 
very friendly and very willing to 
accept, so we are here and I am sure it 
is going to grow. I have no doubt 
about it.

Salem Saleh, 
born in Ka’a Al- 
Yahoud in 
Sana’a 64 years 
ago. When I trav­
eled to Palestine 
they changed my 
name to Shalom 

Sadouk. We left Sana’a for Aden in 
1957 where they took us in lorries to 
Palestine. We came back to Yemen to 
see the place where we were born and 
where all our ancestors had lived for 
2000 years. We visited all our relatives 
and friends who had greatly welcomed 
us. They treated us nicely although we 
are Jews. When we left Yemen we left 
it willingly in search for means of liv­
ing because we were poor at the time 
when we decided to depart this coun­
try. Now, we have come to see our 
home and family who have shown us 
hospitality. Back in Yemen I have 
been received with much welcome 
and I would like to thank the Yemeni 
government for treating us well 
although we are Jews. In other coun­
tries they treat us really bad. When we 
arrived here people were happy to 
meet us and asked us many questions. 
I once went to Souk Al-Milh and 
many people recognized me. They 
talked to me happily and asked me 
about many people who have traveled 
to Palestine. They have also recog­
nized my grandfather who used to 
work for the Imam. The Imam would 
give certain amount of silver and he 
was responsible for changing it into 
coins. He was very trusted and he had 
many Jewish and Arab workers. My 
wife’s grandfather Moor Yahya Al-

Abyath was also the ruler of the 
Jewish community in Yemen after 
Moor Yahya Isaac. They also have 
pointed to me the houses of many peo­
ple they know and who had traveled 
to Palestine.

Samah Al-Kadi
Jewish people 
have problems in 
traveling to many 
countries like 
some in western 
Africa. The presi­
dent Ali Abdullah 

Saleh visited New York in 1989 and 
accepted giving travel permission to 
Jews who do not bear Israeli pass­
ports. My family goes back to Yahya 
Isaac who was the ruler of all the 
Jewish community in Yemen he was 
my uncle. My father was a judge in 
Yemen which we call Dayan meaning 
judge. On Fridays, we used to have 
big meetings. All elite jurists of Sana’a 
would come over to our place and 
they would talk about Tawrat and 
Qur’an. There are not so many differ­
ences between both religions except in 
marriage and slaughter. There was no 
religious discrimination. At that time 
people respected our ruler. Some peo­
ple said that the conditions during the 
rule of the Imam were safe. However, 
they also said that it was not al-Imam 
Yahya but rather Yahya Isaac. 
Normally, people would come to him 
every morning after having their 
breakfast and tell him that they did so 
and so asking him his opinion on what 
they did. They would do that every­
day except on Saturdays. He was a 
rabbi during the Turkish rule and his 
duties were to tell people what was 
right and was wrong. He was a mem­
ber of the Generals Society, thus, he 
had a general’s degree. He was 
responsible for keeping the people 
under his rule.

Siyan Hassan 
Bin Yahoud 
Hassan. I was 
born in Al- 
ri o u b y r a , 
Shara’ab. I trav­
eled to Palestine 
when I was 4 and

a half years old. I have always wanted 

to visit Yemen to see where I was 
born. I have not visited Shara’ab 
because I did not have any time to do 
so. I still remember some places 
though and that my father was a big 
trader. The number of Yemeni Jews in 
Palestine are approximately 450 000 
because Yemenis like to have many 
children even 12 sometimes.

Ibrahim Habib 
from Arhab. I 
left Yemen in 
1950 when I was 
16 years old. I 
still remember 
lots of things. I 
have always 

wanted to see my homeland Yemen 
and my village Arhab. Unfortunately, I 
could not visit it because I did not 
have enough time. We are traveling 
back to Palestine tomorrow morning.

Yahya Al-Hayfi 
Representative 
of Al-Ma’amoun 
Traveling 
Agency.

This group wants 
to stay for 12 

days. There was a group of three peo­
ple headed by Mousa Al-Yaremi who 
came here first to arrange for the 
arrival of this group. When he came 
back the Israeli government asked for 
certain conditions. They said that they 
had to establish relations with the 
Yemeni government but this latter 
refused. So, Al-Kadi traveled to the 
United States for one night and got 
them traveling papers from the 
embassy there. As a company we did 
not know that they are Jews until 
Sunday. We thought that they were 
Americans coming through Jordanian 
travel and Tours company that we had 
business with. We talked about details 
of prices over the phone. Then we 
received the names list on Sunday and 
noticed they were Yemeni Jews. So, 
we started asking about details. They 
did not have problems because they 
did not have Israeli passports. They 
had temporary passports when they 
went to Jordan and then they got trav­
eling papers from the embassy there.

SILVER 
LINING

Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi, 
Managing Editor

Sense of Responsibility
I believe everybody agrees with me that people's being aware of sense of 
responsibility is one of the most important ingredients of any success and 
prosperity any society has made. In fact, sense of responsibility is a set of eth­
ical norms and principles a person should have and be aware of. It is a kind 
of self-observation of one’s sense of purpose in life and willingness to con­
tribute in the success of the institution he is working for and the prosperity of 
his people at large. To make it clear, by sense of responsibility I do not mean 
one’s being responsible to his work only but also his nation's welfare. For me 
responsible people are those driving with a sense of purpose in life. They 
believe that they have a goal to achieve and a role in the overall drive of the 
world welfare. They think whatever good work they do will chip in the pros­
perity and peace of the world. They also recognize their mistakes and hence, 
try to correct them because they know that it is a shame to confess the mis­
takes. Rather, it is a shame to know your mistakes and neglect them. People 
with this sense are always worried and feel conscious of the surrounding hap­
penings. In fact, they are aware of the business they are running and in charge 
of. This is actually the true sense of responsibility since the more one becomes 
worried, the more he/she feels this sense of responsibility.
Unfortunately, in Yemen not many have this sense and are aware of its vitali­
ty. It is this sense that is needed in everybody from the high ranking officials 
at the top to the gatekeeper. I don’t like the way people accept the present sit­
uation. In other words, some people “argue" why should we be honest, hard­
working and responsible while the rest are going the other way. If you ask 
one, for example, why he has thrown the rubbish to the street instead of the 
rubbish box, he will simply give the same answer. But this is wrong and 
shows total indifference and irresponsibility. If everybody felt it was his duty 
to make his city clean, the present situation of our cities would change. If the 
policemen and soldiers at the borders of Yemen were conscious of their noble 
duties towards their nation and its economy, the number of smugglers would 
minimize to a considerable degree. If doctors did really honor their profession 
and worked according to its code of ethics, health conditions would improve. 
The list can go on.
Therefore, I conclude that our plight is that of a moral corruption, particular­
ly in this situation where the enactment of law is more or less non-existent 
which has helped escalate the current situation. Therefore, voices for chang­
ing this situation have to be very loud, voices calling for the respect of law 
and holding corrupt officials accountable should be maximized. This, as a 
matter of fact, needs brave people who never feel afraid: people with a sense 
of responsibility and a sense of purpose in life, doesn’t it?



6 April 3rd, 2000

Yemen's Heading towards market Economy, 
Marred by lack of Organized Monetary Market
By: Mahyoob Al-Kamali

T
ihe first five-year plan of the 
Republic of Yemen ‘1996- 
2000’ is almost over with­
out achieving its objective 

of creating policies and measures 
aimed at establishing a stock­
exchange market organizing the 
movement of monetary circulation 
and encouraging local and foreign 
capitals to increase investments in a 
free money market. Such measures 
would help the government develop 
market economy and put forth a thor­
ough plan to reform conditions of 
companies and institutions facing dif­
ficulties.
Bourse experts view that financial and 
monetary policies being implemented 
as part of the economic reform pro­
gram do need the existence of this 
money market which will help ensure 
quick economic development. 
Besides, it will make use of savings 
and invest the financial gains in the 
productive sectors. It will also provide 
investors with easy loans opportuni­
ties.

Reforms Have not Created the 
Money Market:
Since 1995, policies of the Central 
Bank were focused on reforming con­
ditions of the banking system, liberal­

izing interest rates, cancelling easy 
interests on loans, fixing rates of inter­
ests on deposits at 20% - 22%, subse­
quently raised to 25% - 27%, issuing 
month-long treasury bonds and intro­
ducing a payability periods for 91, 
182, 364 days. To activate the role of 
banks in economic recovery, the 
Central Bank decreased interest rates 
on deposits from 27% to 10% and 
monetary reserves from 25% to 10%. 
Since July 1997, the bank has started 
implementing a graded matrix of 
financial reforms and received from 
IAD an $ 80 million worth loan. This 
policy has led to an increase in money 
supply at a rate of 11% and rise in for­
eign assets to cover the costs of 
imports for five months. It has also 
increased foreign banks deposits to 
YR 150 billion. On the other hand, the 
private sector deposits increased by 
54% while foreign loans decreased 
from 184 % in 1995 to 69 % in 1997. 
Eventually, two-thirds of Yemen’s for­
eign debts have been rescheduled and 
two thirds of those debts were written 
off following donors meetings at Paris 
Club in 1996.
Despite all these monetary policies 
and procedures, steps to establish a 
stock-exchange market in our country 
have been faltering so far.

Treasury Bonds:
Banking policies were focused on 

issuing the treasury bonds, usually 
considered as temporary solution for 
realizing monetary and economic-sta­
bility. However, the positive results of 
this measure were only confined in 
covering necessary expenditure of the 
government budget and funding a 
small number of important develop­
ment projects out of local loan 
resources. This has made the Central 
Bank incapable of taking the initiative 
to establish the stock market.
It is rather fair to say that issuance of 
treasury bonds amounting to YR 41,5 
billion at the beginning, has absorbed 
a big amount of monetary inflation in 
the market leading to relative constan­
cy in exchange price of the riyal in 
against other currencies. However, 
financial transactions in equivalent 
market did not stop mainly because of 
the random action of private banks. 
Experts assert that treasury bonds 
have added new passive impact on 
outputs of Yemen’s economic system, 
such as inflation rate increase in the 
state budget owing to interests charged 
on treasury bonds, as the bank did not 
invest them to achieve the profit to be 
paid to clients while the percentage of 
interests was raised to 27%.
The central Bank measures to 
decrease the ratio of savings and 
deposits have a good effect to relieve, 
though narrowly, the burdens of infla­
tion.

Banks’ Slackness and Stock 
Companies Bankruptcy:
Reasons hindering establishing stock­
exchange market in Yemen are attrib­
uted non-development of the market 
of general debt. This would activate 
and deepen the circulation of money 
in the free market. Another reason is 
the absence of a market regulating the 
relationship among banks, that is 
termed as “Inter Bank Market”. These 
conditions were associated with bank­
ing and investment slackness. 
Therefore, about 40 national factories 
declared bankruptcy and a number of 
investment companies were closed. 
All this has created new challenges 
before financial reforms.
The other blocking an early establish­
ment of a stock market is the continu­
ous problems of banks’ bad debts, 
though the Central Bank has issued 
clear instructions to classify these 
loans and allocations and to redeem 
them from debtors. Hence, policies of 
financial and bank reforms have failed 
to specify the companies and banks to 
establish the monetary market. It is so 
because of difficulties faced in choos­
ing the speculators and merchants who 
are able to buy shares with put off 
cheques and for their turbulent condi­
tions in the market.
Despite all that, the Arab Monetary 
Fund and World Monetary Fund have 
participated with a preliminary study 

pertaining to the requirements of 
establishing a financial market. An 
expedition from the Arab Monetary 
Fund has also conducted a compre­
hensive survey of the Yemeni market 
and prepared a capacious report for 
the very purpose. However, results of 
these studies did not see light mainly 
because of the deteriorated, worn out 
legislation and laws, those in authority 
have to re-consider to establish the 
stock market.
I assert that the government’s control 
over its expenses in the framework of 
active financial reforms will be of lim­
ited consequences unless an exchange, 
monetary circulation market is estab­
lished this year. That is true because 
the success of structural reforms and 
tackling the consequences of unem­
ployment require many financial 
resources to finance the development 
of the primary basis and achieve per­
manent development.

Savings and their Role in 
Establishing the Monetary Market: 
It is quite clear that the direct and most 
effective means of increasing the vol­
ume of savings requires, at present, 
the increase the revenues of commer­
cial and specialized banks. It also 
requires reforming conditions of stock 
companies and re-incorporate their 
allocations according to lawful bases 
that will help establish money market. 

The question that pops up in business­
men’s minds is “What are the out­
comes of the Central Bank’s policy as 
it stipulated that each bank has YR 1 
billion as minimum to start its activi­
ties. This is believed to give the bank 
a financial strength so that it is able to 
compete financial transactions in the 
stock market.
Therefore, it seems urgent to issue 
accounting standards that organize the 
banks and stock companies’ action to 
improve conditions of banking-sys­
tem. It will also activate banks’ role to 
carry out investment activities in pro­
ductive sectors, besides their commer­
cial activity.
A matter of fact, our country appears 
to be lagging behind many other coun­
tries in the region as it lacks a financial 
stock market. It is so because strong 
relations between local and foreign 
investors are enhanced by the exis­
tence of this market. Besides develop­
ing local production, preventing finan­
cial hazards and preserving the mone­
tary stability of local currency in 
respect to other foreign currencies are 
all positively affected by the mecha­
nism of organizing the financial mar­
ket.
Thus, the government success in 
attracting big investment capitals for 
the Free Zone in Aden and developing 
Yemen’s exports will never be possi­
ble unless a money market, based 
upon scientific and practical grounds, 
is established as soon as possible. This 
is what we hope will happen before 
the end of this year, the last of the first 
five-year plan of the Republic of 
Yemen.

Training Workshop on International Heritage
A workshop specialized in 

training associated 
schools’ teachers on 
teaching world heritage

started in Sana’a on Monday 27 March 
2000. This workshop, which was 
organized by the National Committee 
for Education, Culture and Sciences in 
collaboration with regional office for 
the UNESCO in Amman and French 
Ron Enterprise, continued for three 
days with the participation of 30 
teachers.
Several speeches were addressed in 
the inauguration party by several offi­
cials and foreign personalities like Dr. 
Yahya Al-Shoa’aybi, Minister of 
Education, Eman Karae’e, Amman’s 
Regional UNESCO Office 
Representative and Mr. Ali Mohsin 
Al-Ameer, Secretary General of the 
National committee. The speeches 
pinpointed the scientific and techno­
logical flaws and their effects on natu­
ral, cultural and humanitarian heritage 
and praised UNESCO’s role in reno­
vating and protecting this heritage and 
disseminating awareness among 
youth. They have also alluded to the 
Associated Schools Project that aims

at teaching and explaining the idea of 
international heritage in schools’ 
classes and activities. This project 
seeks for consolidating human, moral, 
cultural and international aspects of 
education. Moreover, questionnaires 
had been distributed among the partic­
ipants to expand and establish firmly 
the importance of protecting interna­
tional heritage.
During the 3-day course of the work­
shop, working papers concentrated on 
many critical cases , some of which 
were:
-Natural, Cultural and international 
Heritage Protection Treaty that was 
presented by Fathiyah Al-Sowari. This 
treaty was ratified in the 17th General 
Conference in Paris in 1972. These are 
included in Articles 4-7.
-Establishing the Governmental 
International Committee for the 
Protection of Natural, Cultural and 
International Heritage is included in 
Articles 8-14.
-Establishing a natural, Cultural and 
international Heritage Protection fund 
is stipulated in Articles 15-18.
-International aid conditions and pro­
cedures: Articles 19-26.

-Education curriculums: Articles 27- 
28.
-Emphasizing the reports: Article 29.
-Concluding conventions: Articles 30- 
38.

Mr. Yahya Al-Hababi, Secretary 
General of the Local Heritage 
Museum presented a working paper. 
In his paper, Mr. Yahya concentrated 
on the role of the Local Heritage 
Museum in preserving the Yemeni 
Heritage. He talked about the dangers 
threatening of the loss and extinction 
of local artifacts. The Yemeni citizen 
has manufactured many decorative 
works made of gold and silver besides 
knitting textiles. This heritage gave 
the Yemeni citizen the glory and luxu­
ry. He has also mentioned the role of 
the museum in showing the 
Antegraphic heritage which requires a 
lot of work in order to gather and 
show.

Mr. Saleem Al-Areeki, Manager of the 
Science Administration in the 
National Committee of the UNESCO 
participated with a working paper 
titled “Environmental Tourism”. In

this paper, he explained the concept of 
environmental tourism. It includes 
having walks in natural areas for 
entertainment, rest and enjoying beau­
tiful sceneries as well as practicing 
several sports that do not harm nature 
like watching animals and climbing 
mountains. In addition, Mr. Saleem 
discussed the revenues that the nation­
al economy would gain from tourism 
emphasizing the necessity of preserv­
ing nature from destruction. 
Therefore, he suggested some steps to 
be taken when drawing plans for 
tourism: gathering necessary informa­
tion on all unique phenomena, then, 
dividing those according to their prior­
ity and importance so they can be used 
fully. Furthermore, he noted the need 
for estimating the tourist area and 
planning for it in order to create a bal­
ance between environment and 
tourism. Besides, he encouraged the 
setting of special standards to control 
the tourist flow and activities, specify 
the tourist areas and watching the area 
through continuous environmental 
research. Finally, his paper stated the 
positive and negative impact of envi­
ronmental tourism.

Yemen Times and Commercial 
Advertisements: Goals and Reasons

Yasser M. Ahmed
Yemen Times

A
doption of democratic sys­
tem in this country and 
declaration of the freedom 

of press in 1990 did usher a turning- 
point in history of press in Yemen. 
Large number of newspapers and
publications were issued 
following that political 
change. Some of these 
newspapers continued 
while others could not. 
The main cause of dis­
continuation of some 
publications is the lack of 
financial resources. We 
have seen many remark­
able newspapers that used 
to adopt a policy of 
reflecting sufferings of 
the people and defend 
their causes and interests 
but soon they came to an 
end. Many of those news­
papers would attribute 
their closure to political 
situations whereas politi­
cal harassments repre­
sented merely 5% of 
causes. Party organs and 
independent newspapers 
continue and stand firmly, keeping 
pace with various events. Parties 
allot budgets to their own papers to 
help them continue. As for national 
and independent newspapers , they 
lack support in general for aside 
form the 4-5 thousand Rials they 
receive every month they get no 
other form of support.
After this preface we would like to 
review the march of an important 
leading newspaper, i.e. The Yemen 
Times. It has been a pioneering 
publication in many aspects: inde­
pendence of opinion, distinguished 
production and interaction with 
reality. These are not easy tasks 
because they require a lot of efforts, 
money and modern equipment. 
Therefore, when the late Dr. Abdul- 
Aziz Al-Saqqaf first thought of 
establishing the Yemen Times he 
dreamed of a big corporation that 
provides divers advertisement serv­
ices. He realized that because of the 
various communication media the 
world has become like a small vil­
lage. Then, the late Dr. Abdul-Aziz 
made it his responsibility to support 
the newspaper financially. Despite 
all the hindrances the Yemen Times

encountered and the attempts by 
political parties to buy its loyalty, it 
had remained independent because 
of the tenacity of its leader. This had 
made the Yemen Time the best 
ambassador of Yemen to the entire 
world.
At this stage, we started thinking of 
a way to support the Yemen Times 
without having to affiliate of any

party and the idea of commercial 
advertisements seemed most con­
venient. The reason was not to 
make profit as other closed newspa­
per described it. Yes, the Yemen 
Times started to publish advertise­
ments to continue and because of it 
1000 tourists visited Yemen. It has 
also worked in building and sup­
porting tourism and investment in 
Yemen to become the only tourist 
guide in Yemen.

To make things clearer, let’s ask 
who makes a real benefit of adver­
tisements the Yemen Times or the 
Advertisers? Many companies 
stood out in the market swiftly and 
became very strong in the very 
competitive market making much 
profit. The cause of this rapid suc­
cess is their excellent advertisement 
and marketing department. They 
realized that advertising for their 
products was not less important 
than manufacturing them. 
Therefore, they started looking for 
modern widespread means, less 
costly and more positive. They 
found out that the most outstanding 
of all these media are newspapers.
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Suffering Breeds Challenges
A

bdullah Ba Wazeer is 
one of the most promi­
nent figures in Yemen’s 
literature and art history. 
He was born in Gayl Ba 

Wazeer city, Hadramout governorate. 
This city which is well-known for 
education and literature was a leader 
in arts, literature in 40s, 50s and until 
the end of the 60s. This fact had 
helped build up the love of education 
and literature in Abdullah’s soul. He 
studied in Al-Wosta, a city that was 
sought for by many people from all 
neighboring districts. In this city, in 
one of its education houses that 
included historians, journalists, artists 
and poets, our writer has pursued his 
education. All these circumstances 
have lead to birth of the illustrious 
novelists (Abdullah Ba Wazeer).
Ridhwan Al-Saqqaf of Yemen Times 
met Mr. Abdullah Ba Wazeer and had 
this interview with him.

Q: There is a say (Suffering brings 
birth to creativeness), however, this 
creativeness is always limited to the 
amount talent, experience and 
knowledge a writer has. What 
would you say in this regard?
A: It goes without saying that any 
experience for any person, whether a 
writer or an artist, does not materialize 
from the nowhere. It is a result of con­
tinuous work that starts in one’s child­
hood for the writer is never born a 
writer even if he was talented. He still 
has to read to whit his skills. 
Therefore, the release of my first 
novel was not born form vacuum it 
was a product of all my reading during 
my childhood. The house where I 
lived was like a library that is full of 
all sorts of books and literature maga­
zines including children’s books like 
the series of “Kamil Al-Kaylani” and 
“Al-Abrahsi”. This was the library of 
my uncle, the historian and writer 
(Sa’aeed Awad Ba Wazeer). In the 
beginning, I used to take books that I 
could understand well. Then, gradual­
ly I developed my skills that I could 
comprehend literature books like 
“One thousand nights and a night”, 
history novels for Gorgy Zaydan in 
addition to translated foreign novels. 
Unfortunately, I had quit all this read­
ing after I finished my 9th grade. My 
father got sick and I had to find a work 
in order to be able to bear my family’s 
responsibilities. I traveled to Aden in

1954. However, despite all the hurdles 
I face in my life I did not completely 
stop my studies and I continued read­
ing. In Aden, I came to know the 
municipality library (lake), which is 
known now as Miswat. Through this 
library I learned about Arab literature 
and the treasures of the world litera­
ture. I read books for American writ­
ers like Earnest Hemingway, Balzac, 
Mobsan and Russian writers like 
Tolstoy, Chickove, Gorky. All these 
readings aided me in writing my first 
story in 1961 that I released in Al- 
Talea’ah newspaper.

Q: What is the position of short 
story compared to poem in Yemen?
A: It is very common in Yemen that all 
people say poems whether slang or 
formal. When I was young I wrote 
poems and I did publish some of them 
in 1957. However, I then started con­
centrating on writing short stories. If 
we were to look at the position of the 
short story in comparison with poem 
we would find that the first outweighs 
the latter. Modern poem does not 
express the problems of citizens any­
more and has become more personal.

Q: Why did you prefer the pen to 
the paintbrush and colors with 
which, as we know, you started your 
artist career?
A: In the beginning of the 60s, I have 
made several art shows when I was in 
Aden and they were successful. 
However, I was more influenced by 
the cultural, social and political activ­
ities that were emerging at the time. 
Aden was preparing for a new phase 
of national struggle. Parties started 
demanding the independence of Aden 
and publics were greatly reacting to 
the speeches and prints of these par­
ties. At this point, I found that the 
paintbrush was could not portray my 
feelings and that colors can express 
my burning emotions. Therefore, I had 
this belief that the pen could express 
through writing what paintbrush and 
colors cannot. In 1965, I released my 
first group “Al-Rimal Al-Dahabiyah” 
followed by “Thawrat Al-Burkan” in 
1968.

Q: Usually the writer comes across 
many difficulties and hurdles like 
everyone, how does this affect his 
literary product (positively or nega­
tively)?

A: There is a say that states 
(Suffering brings birth to cre­
ativeness) and it’s complete­
ly true. I have had many 
crises in my life that made 
me frustrated. I had to leave 
my studies and go to work 
when I was still 16. During 
this stage, I was so attracted 
to literature and art. I prac­
ticed plastic art and played 
lute which I made myself. 
When I was 24, I published a 
handwritten newspaper 
called “Al-Ayam”.
Unfortunately, I still had to 
find a job since I did not have 
a certificate that qualifies me 
for any governmental posi­
tion. So, I had to work in 
trading from 7 a.m. until 10
p.m. As a result of this, I had to stay up 
part of the night in order to satisfy my 
thirst for literature and art. I used read 
in some of the nights and paint in oth­
ers. All this hindrances created a 
power of challenge and tenacity in my 
soul. It has also given me inspiration 
which I would not have gotten if I 
worked in an office. Mingling with 
different classes of the society has 
provided me with raw materials.

Q: Do you belong to any party or a 
school?
A: I am not the kind who committees 
to a certain trend or literature school. 
When I write I make my own school 
which some say it is (Reality). I am 
one of a generation which did not read 
so many Arabic and Western novels. 
However, after reading new books, 
one can definitely choose whatever 
trend that suite him best. Personally, I 
have chosen the ironic style in story 
writing encouraged by Al-Mazini and 
Chickove but still I have my own 
style.

Q: What do you think of criticism 
in Yemen?
A: Literature criticism is not found in 
Yemen. The story started appearing in 
Yemen in the 50s and 60s. Still, there 
was no criticism of literary works and 
that is the reason the story writing is 
still retarded. Objective criticism is 
the sieve which extracts bad works 
from good ones. There were some 
voices who started criticizing literary 
works but they soon quit. Therefore, 
some story writers started writing

about their impressions on other writ­
ers. Many Arab writers had written 
about Yemeni stories like Dr. Abdul 
Hameed Ibrahim in his book 
“Contemporary Yemeni Story” and 
Salam Aboud who wrote the “Birth 
and Development of the Yemeni 
Story”. There are also several articles 
written by several writers in which 
they talked about some stories like Dr. 
Abdul-Aziz Al-Makalih, Abdul- 
Wadoud Sayf, Dr. Ahmed Al- 
Hamadani, Mr. Abdullah Elwan and 
Mr. Hussain Salem Ba Siddeeq. Still, 
these writings cannot cover all the sto­
rybooks.

Q: What are the titles of the books 
that you have published and those 
that you are preparing to publish 
soon?
A: My published stories are “Al- 
Rimal Al-Dahabyah” first edition in 
1965 and second edition in 1982, 
“Thawrat Al-Burkan” first edition in 
1968 and second edition 1983, “Al- 
Hitha’a” in 1987, “Sokout Tae’er Al- 
Kashab” 1991, “Mohawalt Igtyal 
Hilm” 1999. As for novels I have pub­
lished “Safinat Nouh” short novel in 
1981, “Ya Tale’e Al-Fada’a” in 1995 
and “Ayam Fi Bomabai” Travelers 
novel in 1998. Finally, regarding my 
stories that are still being published, I 
have a novel “Safinat Nouh” second 
edition. In addition, I have several sto­
ries titled “Hikayat Al-Ams Wa Al- 
Yawm”, group of stories for children 
“Hikayat Al-Osfour Al-Sakeer” and a 
small play titled “Hafalh Ala Dawo’e 
Al-Kamr”.

Al-Mehdhar 
Commemoration Party

H
ussain Abo Bakr Al-Mehdhar is one of the outstanding literary figures, 
not only in his country, Yemen, but in the Arab world as well. He repre­
sented Yemen in many regional, as well as international festivals. His 

sweet and passionate words have become songs that never abandon lovers’ 
tongues.
To pay attribute to this talented figure, a commemoration ceremony marking the 
fortieth day of his death was held in Al-Mehdhar’s birthplace, Hadhramout, on 
March 20. The event that was attended by Vice President Abd Rabu Mansour, 
included various activities, among which was opening an displaying all the cer­
tificates and medals the poet was awarded during his lifetime. Mr. Abd Rabu 
inaugurated the exhibition of the poet and his family’s photos, his written, 
recorded and printed works and his personal belongings.
Attendants of the party also visited his house where they met with his son, 
Mehdhar Hussain, who talked about his memories with his father.
Sheihk Ali Mohammed Saeed, chairman of Al-Saeed Group of Companies’ 
board announced that he would build a museum on his own account for Al- 
Mehdhar works.
The event was attended by a number of ministers and MPs.

Media and the Society
Ismail Al-Ghaberi

Yemen Times

T
jhe history of the Press 
shows that it was born to 
educate the people about the 
happenings which affected 

or were likely to affect them and to 
agitate on their behalf to resolve their 
grievances and to protect their inter­
ests. The Press also assumed a certain 
code of private and public conduct 
which those in authority were expect­
ed to follow any deviation from the 
assumed norms came in for a sever 
rebuke from the Press. That not only 
helped to keep the persons in power in 
check and to the right path, but did 
something more: By discussing the 
standards of private and public morals, 
it also held before the people at large a 
set of ethical guidelines, and influ­
enced indirectly their pattern of private 
and public behavior. The Press became 
the mirror of society for all purposes, 
focusing on individuals and events 
making news.
The Press can bring to the knowledge 
of all concerned the achievements in 
agriculture, industry, education, 
health, medicine, science and technol­
ogy and carry to every home the fruits 
of research in these and other fields in 
as simply and plain a language as pos­
sible, and help the people in self­
advancement. The Press can also bring 
to the notice of the people the achieve­
ments of individuals and organiza­
tions, including non-government 
organizations in various fields.

The print media as a mass communi­
cator can achieve what a nation builder 
can, by educating motivating, exhort­
ing and rewarding people. The media 
can foster and promote the good, and 
expose and condemn the evil. Media 
can hold before the people an ideal, 
and castigate the deviant, they can pro­
mote tolerance, brotherhood and unity, 
and root out intolerance, divisiveness, 
enmity and hatred. They can prevent 
conflicts and violence, and build up 
peaceful relations, and respect for rule 
of law. Media can curb confrontation 
and help solve problems amiably.
The Press can also more nation to 
progress, and to user in prosperity and 
happiness for all. To this end, it can 
focus the attention of the people and of 
the authorities that be on the areas and 
the people which are in need of devel­
opment and betterment. It can discuss 
and suggest the needed measures and 
also the best ways and means of imple­
menting it. It can highlight the meas­
ures, schemes and projects planned by 
the authorities at different levels, and 
depict their gains and failures. It can 
point out their non-implementation 
and operation. The Press can also 
invite the attention of the policy-mak­
ers to the need for the schemes of 
social welfare for the weaker and vul­
nerable sections of society. The need 
to democratize the Press by inducting 
in it the representatives of the have 
nots and by making it articulative of 
their grievances, and aspirations, can­
not be over-emphasized. To qualify to 
be a watchdog of the society, the Press 
must represent the society as a whole 
and monitor the interests of all the sec­
tions. The social audit of the Press can­

not ignore this vital aspect of its struc­
ture and functioning.
The communication has no longer 
remained an incidental service. It has 
become a major primary service, and 
as such an essential institution of the 
modern society. In a truly democratic 
society, communication constitutes its 
foundation. Mass media have there­
fore rightly come to be regarded as the 
fourth organ of the State. The Press as 
a unique means of written mass com­
munication was the sole constituent of 
the fourth organ till the advent of the 
radio and television. Though the sway 
is now held by the electronic media the 
press has not lost its hold over the 
people and continues to play its pow­
erful role as an informer and educator, 
as the purveyor of news and the mold­
er of views, today, it has become a 
more powerful institution than the 
other three organs of the State, for, it 
can comment on and criticize the func­
tioning of the executive, the legislature 
and the judiciary. It can make and 
mark individuals and institutions. It 
can mobilize public opinion and over­
throw governments. It can destabilise 
and destroy nation as well as build it. 
Its reign and power are unlimited.
Vast sections of the people, both as 
individuals and members of certain 
groups, are the victims of exploitation, 
discrimination, and of the unjust and 
inequitable social and economic order. 
They have grievances which are unar­
ticulated, and go unheeded even if 
articulated. They are in urgent need of 
relief. Can not the Press act as a trib­
une, a kind of day-to-day Parliament 
of the people, and present their griev­
ances to the authorities and pursue 

them till they are redressed? Not that 
the grievances of those who can artic­
ulate are not published. But even those 
grievances are not picked up as a cause 
toe pursued.
Corruption, nepotism and many other 
malpractices in the functioning of all 
those vested with the public power as 
well as the non-implementation and 
faulty implementation of the various 
schemes and projects can be legiti­
mately exposed through the columns 
of the Press. Investigative journalism 
has not to be only an occasional phe­
nomenon, nor has it to concentrate 
only on big scams and scandals, nor is 
it to be undertaken by a big newspa­
pers alone. Even the small newspapers 
have to act as the watchdog of the 
society. The big newspapers can and 
should give their assistance to the 
small ones in this behalf and secure 
their services for the purpose. The big 
newspapers can also extend their pro­
tective umbrella to the small ones by 
insuring security for them on such 
occasions by highlighting their precar­
ious condition and pressures exerted 
on them.
The Press can equally effectively func­
tion as a catalyst of change by study­
ing and proposing developmental 
measures, schemes and projects of 
welfare of the people by identifying 
the neglected areas and the needy sec­
tions of the society. This is apart from 
the exposure of non-implementation 
and faulty implementation of the 
measures already planned or under 
implementation or already completed. 
The Press can also empower the peo­
ple to be self-reliant, and to undertake 
self-development by educating them 

in the latest, cheapest and expeditious 
technology, small-scale and cottage 
industries, self employment avenues, 
building of houses in the rural areas 
with locally available material and so 
on.
The Press has the potential to do all 
this and many other things. But has the 
Press the will to do it and will it do it? 
Let it not be forgotten that the Press is 
accountable to the people, as the 
fourth organ of the State, as a wielder 
of power over the people, as an exer­
ciser of freedom of expression for and 
on behalf of the society and as a recip­
ient of the patronage of the people. 
What it does and omits to do is of con­
cern to the people. Misinformation, 
disinformation and suppression of 
???? and views are not only derelic­
tions of duty that it owes to the people, 
they are also anti-democratic and 
betray the trust the people place in it. 
These obvious malpractices stand 
compounded when there is a monop­
oly and oligopoly of the Press or when 
there is either a conspiracy of silence 
or of subversion of information. When 
issues involved relate to violation of 
human rights, the Press, by resorting to 
such practices commits the worst 
offense against humanity. On such 
occasions, one wonders whether the 
instrument which came to be forged 
over the years as a precious democrat­
ic right of the people, has not itself 
become a destroyer of that right.
As a catalyst of change, the Press has 
a considerable role to play because it is 
an input in development itself and in 
social change, which when takes place 
is accelerated by process of develop­
ment. The society is in the process of 
moderation, of transition, from a tradi­
tional to a modern one, and this pro­
duces tremendous pressures and a 
great deal of strain on the people 
which we are witnessing today.

One of the problems about reporting 
development and change is that this is 
not an event. It is a process and there­
fore this is something that does not 
necessarily catch the eye and it is rele­
gated because not being an event, it is 
not time-bound and therefore, it can be 
done tomorrow, and tomorrow 
becomes the day after, and so it goes 
on. But many of the events that later 
take place do so because of unnoticed 
and unanticipated social change, 
because things come to a boil and then 
there is an explosion and that event 
then makes news, but the preceding 
chain of events that builds up that sort 
of pressure goes unnoticed and this is 
something that the newspapers need to 
look at more carefully.
Editorial and journalists have to make 
development news and the news about 
social change newsworthy. Such sto­
ries have to compete with sports news, 
with political news, with scams, with 
sensation, with the high society news 
or whatever else. We should relate 
these development to people’s minds 
and see how these processes of change 
and development impact on people’s 
life, if these happen. And when these 
do happen, it is the whole web that 
opens up, but it is equally important if 
they do not happen. Very often there is 
a big story in relating to what happens 
than if something does not happen.
The Press is accountable to the people, 
as the fourth estate, as a wilder of 
power over the people, as an exerciser 
of freedom of expression for and on 
behalf of the society and as a recipient 
of the patronage of the people. The 
practice of misinformation, disinfor­
mation and suppression of news and 
views can go on unchecked at a very 
large scale as most of the people do 
not exercise their fundamental right to 
get or receive correct information from 
the Press.
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Water Shortages Endanger Next Generations’ Life
By: Imad Al-Saqqaf 
Taiz Bureau Chief 
Yemen Times

T
he existence of all creatures 
on earth depend mainly on 
water without which no life 
can be found on this planet. 

The world has witnessed recently a 
clear downfall in the availability of 
water. Therefore, it has become an 
obsession agitating the minds of gov­
ernments, nations, organizations, and 
research centers. All are discussing 
this issue and state that this issue has 
become a pressing issue in the new 
century and that it will be the center of 
conflicts and wars among countries in 
the present time and in times to come. 
This is what’s actually happening in 
this world which is surrounded five 
oceans; about 70% water and 30% 
land.
The world is suffering in course of 
time from limited water resources 
mainly because of its careless con­
sumption. Great Industrialized and oil 
countries resorted to use advanced 
technology to the desalination of sea 
water whereas poor countries are 
unable to do a thing to save their peo­
ples from a certain death. What they 
depend upon are the rains, however, if 
there is a scarcity in the downfall of 
the rains for some years, the future of 
the third world, our country included, 
is in jeopardy. Thoughtfully going 
over the situation of water in Yemen, 
one can easily discern the fact that the 
situation is a real misery and threatens 
horrible consequences that may befall 
coming generations.
Our country, like so many other coun­
tries, has limited water resources and 
is categorized among the barren or 
semi-arid countries mainly because 
the ratio of annual rainfall on the 
majority of Yemen’s lands is between 
50 to 250 mm. Reports make clear 
that the annual individual share of 
water in our country is 135 m3 while 
what he actually needs is 1000m3. The 
limited resources of water in our coun­

try is associated with an increase 
demand for water which is the direct 
result of the huge increase of popula­
tion and the arbitrary use of water.
Reports show that 85%-90% of water 
is being used in agriculture and that 
60% of this water is being wasted due 
to the inefficiency of irrigation system 
in the country. On the other hand, 
there is an aggressive seeping away of 
the ground water which has made 
many wells run out of water. The case 
of Al-Haymah district in Taiz is an 
illustration in point. It has become 
almost a desert after the drying up of 
water.
Interested persons from NWRA in 
issues of water state that “Until sus­
tainable solutions are found, there has 
to be a wise use of water. The World 
Bank offers more loans to dig more 
and more wells which means the 
drainage of ground water. It also views 
that the solution of water problem lies 
in the demand management, that is, 
through raising the prices of water to 
cover water costs. Eventually, the 
water use will be decreased on one 
hand and costs of water will be 
redeemed on the other.
However, the Yemeni man’s of the 
street obsession is to get water with 
the least prices, questioning not the 
quality but the quantity. Despite all 
that citizens are using water more 
carelessly realizing not that with every 
drop they waste, they jeopardize their 
as well as their children’s future.
The establishing of NWRA is a com­
mendable step to prepare an informa­
tion base and data about water in 
Yemen and to launch campaigns to 
develop people’s awareness to the 
importance of good and wise use of 
water. Yemen Times discussed the 
issue of water in Yemen in general and 
in Taiz in particular with concerned 
organizations and came up with this 
comprehensive survey.
Regarding the current water crisis, Mr. 
Jamal Mohammed Abdoh, chairman 
of NWRA said “We can not generalize 
the idea that there is a crisis of water in 
all parts of the country nor can we 
deny that there is not a crisis. There

are some areas where water has 
become scarce while some other areas 
are witnessing signs of a crisis. 
Therefore, what we actually do is that 
we talk about this issue in a general 
way and I believe that measures to 
remedy the situation are still within 
hands if all join hands and are serious 
and sincere enough to this goal.
Reasons behind the scarcity of water 
can be owed to natural reasons, that 
pertaining to economic and social 
activities and that of environmental 
deterioration. It is clear that Yemen is 
characterized by a dry climate except 
some parts including the Western 
slopes on which there is a little down­
fall of rains which are seasonal rains. 
Thus, most of the valleys remain dry 
through the rest of the year. Besides, 
there is a visible ground water stress 
mainly because of the limited quanti­
ties of ground water, ever-increasing 
number of population, civil develop­
ment and deplorable economic condi­
tions leading to prices hikes up. This 
ground water stress obviously spoils 
the water balance in most of ground 
water basins in the Republic. This is 
actually associated with more ground 
water pollution hazards. The erratic 
digging up of wells in many areas, 
weakness of the lawful control and 
pre-mature public awareness, all have 
led to place water in Yemen on the 
decline.

Therefore, the economic life is bound 
to be affected negatively either as a 
result of high water prices and their 
effects on the economic productivity 
or the demographic imbalance which 
is the result of migration from areas 
which suffer from the scarcity of 
water.
I believe that the alternatives that can 
be applied to get rid of this current cri­
sis is to raise people’s awareness to 
make a wise use of water in all sectors 
in general and in irrigation in particu­
lar. Besides, it seems urgent to pass the 
law of water resources and activate its 
application on reality. Control and 
supervision in addition to putting an 
end to erratic digging up of wells 
should also be enforced. Above all, the 
formal, public efforts and NGOs 
should be joined together and chan­
neled to one aim to tackle the present 
crisis, anticipate its future prospects 
and trying to plan out a national agen­
da of action in the framework of 
NWRA which will be the central cir­
cle in sustainable national develop­
ment plans.
The current situation of water 
resources in our country is at the ebb 
tide. The ground and shallow water is 
within the 2,5 billion m3 while the 
requirements are estimated at about 
3,2-3,4 billion m3. In other words, the 
deficiency is between 0,7-0,9 billion 
m3. Therefore the needs are more than

the available quantities of water.”
In this deplorable condition threaten­
ing future disasters, there are some 
measures if taken the situation will be 
within control. Measures such as con­
structing dams, improving irrigating 
tools, putting an end to the using up of 
water to the irrigation of Qat farms 
and stopping the arbitrary digging up 
of wells.

Mr. Jamal Mohammed Abdoh also 
said “I would like to note that there are 
so many technical, administrative and

financial difficulties that need to be 
tackled.” For example, on the admin­
istrative side, we have to reconsider 
the possibility of offering some local 
solutions such as assigning specific 
quantities of irrigation water, for 
household use, and drinking through 
using modern irrigating technology 
and treatment process of sewage water 
to relieve the pressure on fresh water 
resources. Besides, raising the effi­
ciency of pumping water from wells 
and decreasing the possibility of wast­
ing it has to be maintained.

Job Opportunity
Nurses Training Project at the Ministry of Health announces 
the need for an Administrative Assistant to work at the head 
office of the Project, located at the Ministry of Health.

Eligibility Candidates should have:
- He/she must be a Yemeni nationality.
- Candidates should have B.A Degree in Commerce, 

Management Department.
- Has an experience at minimum two-years in management.
- He/she must be able to use computer (Word, Excel are 

required).
- He/he must speak English fluently.
- The candidate should not have any other occupation.

Those who find themselves fit for this job, should hand 
their applications with photo copies of their qualifications, 
enclosed with Curriculum Vitae to the headquarters of the 
Project at the Ministry of Health. No applications will be 
accepted after two weeks from issuance date.

Vacancies 
Announcement 

The Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority based in 
Sanaa wishes to recruit two Executive Secretaries.
The ideal candidates should pass the following essential 
qualifications and experience:

1. University degree or equivalent qualification and 
experience, preferably with specialization in business 
administration.

2. Extensive experience in secretarial field.
3. A thorough knowledge of spoken and written English 

and Arabic Languages.
4. Ability to use personal computers and contemporary 

software.
5. Short and typing capabilities.

The vacancies are open to both Yemeni male and female 
candidates Applications, giving details of personal and 
career history together with relevant testimonials and 
recent photographs, may be sent to:

Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority
P. O. Box 1042, Sanaa.

Moving to better 
serve our customers
The British Council is glad to announce that we will be 
moving to a newer, more functional and accessible 
location. We aim to improve and expand the services that 
we offer to the public in Yemen. Our new office will open 
its doors to our customers on the 22nd of April 2000.

Due to the logistics involved in our move, our office will be 
closed from the 13th to the 21st of April inclusive. Normal 
office hours will resume on the 22nd of April 2000.

Our new office location is: 
3rd Floor, Administrative 
Tower, Sana’a Trade Centre 
Algiers St., P.O. Box 2157 
Sana’a, Yemen
Tel.: 215000/6, 215816, 215033 
Fax: 215009

For information regarding our move or to receive a newsletter, 
please call Michelle Zurek at 244 1211122 / 153 / 155 or email at 
Michelle.Zurek@BritishCouncil.Org.Ye

The 
British 
Council Creating opportunity for people worldwide

mailto:Michelle.Zurek@BritishCouncil.Org.Ye
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Michael Smith of UNDP to Yemen Times
‘We Foresee Building up Capacity of Non-Governmental Organizations”

M
r. Michael Smith, 
chief of the country 
operations division 
in the regional 
bureau of the Arab 

states, UNDP, New York, left Yemen 
on March 28 after a short visit to 
attend the country review. Yemen 
was the first Arab country he visited 
since his appointment to that post in 
January. He joined the office in 
Sana’a to participate in the country 
review and to see how the UNDP’s 
program are being implemented in 
Yemen and to take some decisions 
for the future. Hisham Al-Qubati of 
Yemen Times met with him and 
filed the following:

Q: What are the topics you dis­
cussed Yemeni officials?
A: I had the distinct pleasure and priv­
ilege to meet the Yemeni Minister of 
Planning who not only welcomed us 
very warmly, but warmly invited us to 
his home late at night. He was leaving 
next day to join the President in an 
official visit to Canada. So, we had the 
chance to talk about the program a lit­
tle and about our plans for the future. 
It was very encouraging that he made 
the time available at the last minute. I 
met some other officials: chairman of 
the Environment Protection Council 
and other officials in the Ministry of 
Planning and Ministry of Finance who 
joined the course of our review yester­
day.

Q: How do you assess the UNDP’s 
programs in Yemen?
A: There are some interesting aspects 
to UNDP programs in Yemen. One, I 
think, is to say it was set up or estab­
lished within the context of your own 
five-year plan and it was decided 
between the government of Yemen 
and UNDP to pick some areas from 
the plan for which UNDP assistance 
would be requested. These issues are 
related to the reform program, nation­
al resources, poverty, disaster manage­
ment. These are some of the key areas 
that have been identified in the pro­
gram and on which we have made 
some significant progress. These are 
the areas we looked at yesterday with­
in the review. I think there are other 
elements in the program that are inter­
esting not only for Yemen but for the 
UNDP as a whole. One is the “pro­
gram approach” and this is meant to 
take subjects, issues in a broader per­
spective. The other element that was 
picked up and set as a goal was that all 
the programs will be executed by 
national authorities in more traditional 
UNDP government relationships. 
Quite often the international agencies 
at the UN family taken to be contrac­
tors in a sense. In this case for capaci­

ty building reasons in the 
country, we decided, as a mat­
ter of principle, that national 
authorities would be given the 
responsibility to implement 
the programs. The UNDP 
assistance would be used to 
help them develop their 
capacity. That was rather an 
important decision on which 
much of our review centered 
because there have been some 
problems of understanding 
the concept, getting every­
body on board in the mechan­
ics of doing that.

Q: Does the UNDP face dif­
ficulties in implementing its 
projects globally in general 
and in Yemen in particular?
A: In general, we face 
resource constraints. Over the 
last few years, UNDP has not 
received the level of funding 
that was anticipated when the 
board meeting took place. 
This means that not only have 
we had to reduce certain lev­
els of funding available to countries 
like Yemen, but we had also to think of 
new ways of doing our business to 
convince those who do provide us 
with the funds that, what we do, is 
worthwhile. So, frankly the whole 
change process going on now in the 
UNDP is obviously being done in con­
junction with various countries we 
work with. So the way has become 
many more practical, result-oriented 
rather than input-oriented.
In Yemen, I think the issues that we 
face today are ones that were antici­
pated to some extent from the decision 
on the program. We are also looking at 
the manner in which we re-execute the 
program through national authorities. 
We anticipated that these are new con­
cepts and sometimes it would be nec­
essary to bring everybody on board to 
understand the concepts and get it 
down in a way that it matches the 
needs of Yemen. There have been 
some difficulties, some delays in our 
start of the projects that struck me yes­
terday in our review. The Ministry of 
Planning together with the other min­
istries involved were very will aware 
of the difficulties that they face. There 
were some clear decisions taken yes­
terday to look at the problems we face 
and to come up in a very short time 
with some very concrete solutions. I 
do not think they are very difficult 
issues because they are ones that are 
already on the table and for which 
people have solutions. I think it is 
going to be more a process of sifting 
through the various options and then 
just taking some decisions to ensure 
common understanding, consistency

of approach, etc. That is a manage­
ment issue.
On the substantive side, we are going 
to be running a series of evaluations 
during the course of this year in vari­
ous programs, specially in the envi­
ronment program and water resources. 
We are going to go methodically one 
by one. So we look at the substantive 
side, whether we are really on the 
track or we should be doing something 
on a slightly different way given the 
present circumstances.

Q: What about the UNDP’s future 
plans in Yemen? What will these 
plans be focusing on?
A: The program was fitted very well. 
It took its principles and its major pro­
grams from within the five-year plan. 
It is evident that the five year plan is 
still a document, that it has some 
validity for the country and, more par­
ticularly, those programs that we are to 
assist seem to be of continuing perti­
nence. So the review was in the sense 
of validation, that we are on track, that 
the programs and the various sectors 
were still valid and making sense of 
delays in starting the programs. We 
have still much work to accomplish 
under those programs. Nevertheless, 
what we will be doing is a sort of eval­
uating them to make sure that is really 
the case. Second, we are moving with 
national authorities and civil society 
and various outside agencies that are 
helping Yemen to start the process of 
the formulation of the next program. 
Like the last one, it would fit within 
the national planning frameworks for 
Yemen’s next five-year plan. It would 
be the basis for determining what 
assistance we provide. But already we 
will be working within the context of 
the government plans to look at pover­
ty reduction which is a very key theme 
for UNDP. We have recommitted our­
selves in a global meeting of all our 
representatives to assist countries in 
reducing poverty levels to half of what 
they are today by the year 2015. That 
is a global goal. There is a nice mar­
riage of interest between a global 
mandate, the countries’ needs and 
desires and the existing programs we 
have, which will continue and proba­
bly be strengthened.

Q: Talking about poverty reduction, 
one of the UNDP’s programs in 
Yemen is “Poverty Alleviation 
Program.” What has this program 
accomplished so far?
A: There have been two important ele­
ments in the Poverty Alleviation 
Program. One is doing community 
development work, addressing issues 
of local communities and hoping that 
the lessons learned from those can be 
replicated elsewhere which can be 
integrated into policy changes and 
programs, that not only the govern­
ment but those agencies that help gov­
ernment can adopt. The other part is 
the monitoring aspect where we have 
assisted in putting together a program 
indicator monitoring system. This is to 
commit any party within Yemen to 
judge whether or not success has been

achieved under 
Poverty Alleviation 
Programs because 
without those tools, 
monitoring indica­
tors, nobody knows 
to what extent 
achievements have 
been reached.

Q: Do you include 
the civil society 
associations in your 
programs as part­
ners in the develop­
ment process?
A: In principle, 
indeed, a few years 
ago the traditional 
relationship that we 
enjoyed with Yemen 
or any other country 
was a sort of tri­
party relationship. It 
was usually govern­
ment, the UN agen­
cies and ourselves. 
So, you have those 
three parties that

came together and implemented pro­
grams. For some time now, UNDP 
officially broadened its scope. 
Governments themselves said they are 
not the only parties operating within 
the national context. So, it is the whole 
concept of bringing on board civil 
society and giving us the room to work 
with the civil society. So very much 
indeed whether it is Poverty 
Alleviation Programs or some other 
program the design of the programs 
anticipates direct dealings with the 
civil society, NGOs. In fact, in some 
countries, I am not sure whether this is 
the case in Yemen, are capacity build­
ing programs. We foresee building up 
capacity of non-governmental organi­
zations because there are decisions 
taken at the national level. The NGOs 
have a particular role to play, govern­
ment has another role to play, we have 
a particular role to play, other agencies

have different and complementary 
roles. So the short answer is ‘yes.’ We 
very much expect to work with the 
civil society, with NGOs. Again, the 
issue in many countries, I am not sure 
if this is the case in Yemen, is that the 
NGO community varies greatly from 
country to country. Some countries do 
not have the history of involving the 
civil society to the extent that others 
do. So UNDP globally, in some coun­
tries are very advanced in working 
with NGOs. In other countries it is just 
beginning, but the opportunity is 
there. I know from my understanding 
in discussions of the country review 
that this is something that the govern­
ment welcomes and so even in our 
programs we anticipate and attempt to 
look at that aspect and involve not just 
NGOs, but a broad range of partners. 
One of the UNDP’s re-commitments 
to international assistance is to work 
not just with a government or just a 
national partner but also with the 
international partners; World Bank, 
IMF together with countries like the 
Netherlands, the UK, etc. There is a 
very broad ranging opportunity here to 
work with everybody who is involved. 
The program approach we adopted is 
designed to permit a number of parties 
to work within a broad framework.

Q: Any last word?
A: I should have said right from the 
beginning that this is the first time in 
22 years that I visited Yemen. I have 
not had the opportunity this time to do 
much traveling as I did last time. I 
went down to Taiz and looked at the 
program down there going on at the 
time. This time I had the opportunity 
when I came to go to Amran gover­
norate and see some of the land 
resources. Work has been there where 
there are villages that are reconstruct­
ing their traditional reservoirs to carry 
the water from rainy seasons through 
the dry season to the next rainy sea­
son. It is not perhaps the right time in 
the year to come in the sense of mak­

ing comparisons because I think I 
came last time after the rainy seasons. 
So the place looked much greener than 
it does at the moment. One point of 
comparison I can make is certainly 
Sana’a that has grown enormously. I 
can see the sort of challenges that are 
presenting themselves to the Yemeni 
authorities and the international com­
munity. I think I have made Yemen my 
first country to visit in all the Arab 
states for various reasons. One is 
because you were running a country 
review early in this year. Secondly, 
because of some of the innovations 
that your government is moving and 
also because poverty being one of the 
reasons on that review, UNDP and 
with your emphasis on poverty allevi­
ation, I though it was better to come to 
a country that’s dedicated itself to that, 
to see how the relation is working out 
and what sort of results we are achiev­
ing. I have been very pleased to see 
that people seemed to be pleased with 
themselves which is a good sign of 
progress. I hope that I will be able to 
return to Yemen, but I can not say 
when, for there are a number of coun­
tries I have to visit.
I also want to focus on the UNDP’s 
resources. The UNDP has limited 
resources. We are attempting through 
our result-based approach now to 
encourage donor countries in particu­
lar to provide more resources to 
UNDP. We are also encouraging part­
nerships to provide resources within 
the frameworks of these programs that 
we are working on. So, It is a sort of 
making a plea to all parties who are 
interested in Yemen to look at the pro­
grams that we are running and to see 
whether those frameworks are needed 
to join forces. I think it just makes 
sense that we can achieve more 
together than separately and perhaps 
that will be the basis for even more 
positive responses in terms of resource 
mobilization to the country that obvi­
ously requires more money than we 
have presently available.
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Integrating Women into National Development
Jalal Al-Shara’abi 
Tawfeek M. Saeed 
Yemen Times

U
nder the motto of 
“Integrating women into 
development and plan­
ning”, Post-Beijing 
Follow-up operations, 

Phase II organized a special training 
course for gender focal points and those 
concerned with women’s issues in min­
istries and different governmental insti­
tutions. The workshop was organized 
during 27-29 March 2000 in Haddah 
Hotel and was attended by a good num­
ber of women participants from different 
ministries and governmental institutions 
so as to prepare them to be active and 
dynamic where they work. This work­
shop is the third one organized by the 
project sponsors since it started its activ­
ities in April 1999. Yemen Times met 
with the national manager, Unifem, and 
some of the participants to know their 
ambitions and concerns and they had the 
following to say:
Samira Ali Bin Daair, National Manager, 
Post-Beijing Operations II, UNIFEM, 
said “The main objectives behind this 
training workshop is to increase aware­
ness and to discuss all the issues sur­
rounding women and development in

terms of the concept of gender. It is so 
because there is a lot of misunderstand­
ing about gender and what it really 
means. We are going to train these par­
ticipants to practically understand the 
process of gender mainstreaming so that 
they can later on train others.
The PB II country office works both with 
the National Women’s Committee and 
NGOs to develop awareness amongst the 
public. To be specific, they will have to 
create an awareness in the ministries and 
to create an impact on policies and deci­
sion makers.

Mrs. Daair raised the 
difficulties that they 
face as follows: gender 
is an alien sort of con­
cept. It is not a part of 
the Islamic culture or 
the Arabic language and 

there lies the problem. So first of all we 
have to make the people understand by 
simplifying and demystifying this con­
cept. In other words, if we have a strate­
gy for integrating women into the labor 
market, what it boils down to is to give 
them access to economic means to liveli­
hood. This will, in a sense, improve the 
family’s income and help alleviate the 
poverty we are suffering from. When we 
talk about gender mainstreaming into 
education, we mean greater awareness

and higher rate of literacy. Women liter­
acy rates are shamefully low in this 
country although, women are the very 
basis of the family. When you educate a 
woman, you educate a family, conse­
quently educate the society. So women 
have to be integrated into the develop­
ment plans. However, the question that 
pops up is “How can they be integrated 
into development without being educat­
ed?!”. Therefore, education is very 
important. We are talking about giving 
women access to the basic facilities of 
health, for example. A case in point is the 
high maternal mortality rates at child­
birth in Sabeen Hospital alone within the 
capital, let alone the rural areas. Gender 
is not a mysterious concept and woman 
is not a strange human being who is 
hanging there in the air. She has a dis­
tinct social status. She has relations with­
in the family, with her employers and so 
forth. We are talking about a host of 
complex relationships that women have 
within the community. We want to 
improve upon this because improving 
upon women is improving the society 
and ensuring the basic prerequisite for 
national development.
Thus, first of all, we have to put the 
whole concept of gender, in proper per­
spective. Secondly we want these ladies 
who work as focal points in different 
ministries to properly understand the 
processes of gender mainstreaming; 
How can they mainstream these issues 
and lead to formulate the mandates with­
in the different ministries for women’s 
departments. The other aspect is to 
thrash out difficult issues pertaining to 
women in Yemen. Therefore, it is going 
to be a general brain-storming on the dif­
ferent issues so that we all can come out 
with more clarity on what we need to do 
and how we need to address the different 
complex issues on women.

To integrate women in development 
means to give them chances to be deci­
sion makers. If we have a woman who 
has a decision making role, even within 
her own family, this could be quite good. 
If she has an extra income, for example, 
it’s most likely that she will spend it on 
the family, on children, which some­
times men may not do. So if women are 
allowed to take important decisions, I 

think they will create a better world. 
They are more sensitive to social prob­
lems, they can create a more congenial 
environment for children to be better 
educated and brought up. As an educated 
middle class Yemeni woman I some­
times feel that I do not have the decision 
making power regarding how my chil­
dren should be educated. That is very 
wrong. If we have a focal point within 
the Ministry of Education, we can have a 
say in the kind of curriculum we want 
for our kids, we can have a say in how 
many girls should be educated and how 
many girls’ schools we must have in this 
country.
Talking about economics, women unfor­
tunately do not have all the decision 
making powers about how the national 
economy should be run. If there are a 
vast majority of women uneducated and 
unaware, how can we talk about democ­
racy!!
There are many other different barriers 
impeding the integration of women into 
development. For example, there are a 
certain amount of social barriers and 
misunderstanding relating to women’s 
roles. Though our religion asserts 
women’s rights in education as well as 
other rights, we find that they are 
deprived of many of their rights. There is 
nothing to tell me that a woman or a girl 
should not be educated for education is 
encumbent upon the male and female in 
the Holy Qura’an. We have to differenti­
ate between the true teachings of Islam 
and tradition. The second point is regard­
ing the lack of the provision of facilities 
for girls. I think we have to be sensitive 
to the local culture when talking about 
integrating women in development. I do 
not think that when talking about gender, 
we should talk about how it is done in 
the west, mainly because each country 
has its own value system which has to be 
respected. If I want to increase girls 
enrollment in schools, I should have a 
school near girls’ houses. I can not 
expect my daughter to walk twenty miles 
from the village to reach school. I should 
have the necessary facilities. And we 
should have separate girls’ schools as co­
education is not accepted culturally. So 
we should understand this within our 
cultural context.
The participants are dynamic and enthu­

siastic. If they are given opportunities by 
their ministries they will do great work. 
The basic problem I really face as a 
Yemeni Muslim woman is that of being 
in-between the two forces, the western 
ideas and development on account of 
my association with international organ­
izations and second, my Yemeni country 
men and country fellow women. 
Sometimes I feel that the role that people 
like us can play is that of bridging the 
gap between the two because sometimes 
the western world can not quite under­
stand us. There are different problems in 
Yemen emerging from the value system 
which should be respected. The positive 
thing we can do is to define the real 
needs of Yemeni women and try to 
address them within the context of 
Yemen although there may be certain 
universal issues pertaining to women. I 
would not like to sit on my chair and 
talk about all these issues theoretically 
and forget the grass root level people 
who form the majority in this country. 
We must not forget this “silent majority” 
whose needs should be expressed in 
development plans.

Noor Husain Al-Bakri, chairperson of 
Training in the Civil Service Ministry 
said “The workshop was held to inte­
grate women in development and plan­
ning. It is of prime importance because it 
will train women from different adminis­
trative departments in many ministries to 
be more aware of and assertive about 
their rights. Though there is a law that 
stipulates the establishment of general 
directorates for women in all the min­
istries, the law has not been applied in all 
the ministries, especially in the Ministry 
of Civil Service. The point of integrating 
women in development is an active issue 
in so far as women are more in number 
than men. On the other hand, the number 
of those working in the governmental 
posts is very small say about 37 %. So it 
is essential that we establish the 
women’s department in the Ministry of 
Civil Service so that it takes care of 
women’s issues and looks after their 
employment, and their qualifications. At 
the same time it can make efforts to 
make their incomes equal to those of 
men and give them the opportunity to 
attend training courses abroad just like 

men.
So I believe that this workshop will lay 
the foundation for training the focal 
points in ministries so that there will be 
an organized structure in each ministry 
according to its scope.

Mrs. Swa’ad Anwar 
Khan, general director 
for women develop­
ment in the Ministry of 
Fisheries and a national 
as well as an interna­
tional expert for WID 

Fisheries Sector, said “The main point of 
our workshop is that it deals with all the 
problems facing Yemeni women. We 
have recently prepared the new strate­
gies for work for the Yemeni women. 
Now we are discussing the idea how to 
promote women in development and 
planning. As a matter of fact, the inter­
national strategies are planned in a way 
to cover the decade from 2000 to 2010, 
and are made in a way to focus on two 
main objectives: first, involving women 
in social development; second, environ­
ment and sustainable use of resources. 
According to the statistics in Yemen, 
women are numerically more than men. 
When they work they work more. 
However, their work is not recognized. 
By integrating women into development 
we intend to recognize their contribution 
to development, and thus, respond to 
their special needs. So they should be 
given chances for decision making.
I believe that the Yemeni society has 
started accepting new concepts and I 
believe that women are moving slowly 
along the process of integration. 
However, there are a lot of problems that 
are impeding women from enjoying their 
rights. Though our religion has actually 
accorded them a high place and assured 
them of their rights, they are deprived of 
many of them. Women have been men­
tioned so many times in the Holy 
Qura’an and their importance is best 
suggested by having a special Soorah 
“Al-Nissaa” meaning women in the 
Holy Qura’an which talks about them. 
Now what we are doing is that we are 
trying to find ourselves a foothold in the 
current international scenario so as to 
assert some of women’s rights. I am sure 
we will succeed.
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COMMON Sense
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

3 April 2000: On Baboons
"L

ook at that city 
and how much it 
has grown” 
remarked Khalid 
as he looked 

down upon Sana’a from a strategic 
observation point near the Chinese 
Grave on Mount Asir, at the eastern 
end of the city.
His elder brother was not impressed: I 
don’t know why you brought us here. 
I cannot see how the beauty of con­
crete and stone looks better from the 
top or down there amidst the concrete 
jungle and web of broken down 
asphalt roads”
Hey Ahmed, don’t knock it, this is 
progress. It really shows that we have 
made progress. Isn’t this why they 
kicked out the Imam, who had kept 
Yemen so far behind the rest of the 
world.”
“Just what makes you think we have 
caught up with anyone, yet? Look I 
am a Republican to the marrow and I 
have seen my fair share of battles 
under the Republican flag, all in the 
hope that Yemen will be turned into a 
modern Arabia Felix. But brother, 
believe me this is not what my fellow 
early patriots and I, who sacrificed so 
much for Yemen, had in mind as being 
progress. In retrospect, looking at 
Sana’a from here at the time of the 
Imam appeared to be the entrance way 
to paradise when compared to the ugly 
mess you have down there. Just after 
the rainy season, there would be 
greenery from the tip of your toes all 
the way down, going eastward to 
where the site of the Omani Embassy, 
with Sana’a sitting more towards the 
East like a jade amidst all the green­

ery. I wonder what the people who 
inhabited Sana’a then had in mind 
when they decided that a revolution 
was better than all that bountiful 
greenery. For myself, it certainly was 
not to lift the gentle waves of green 
farmlands that stretched like a Persian 
carpet before your eyes.”
But Ahmed, isn’t that reflecting gleam 
of the sun on that glass building there 
also a beautiful view from here. In 
fact it gives another perspective of 
natural beauty, mixed in with modern 
architectural art - a modern natural 
spectacle you might say..
Khalid’s wife had finished her slow 
walk around Khalid’s brand new 
Landcruiser station wagon, gust given 
to him by the Government for her hus­
band’s “unflinching support to unity 
and the upholding of Yemen’s great 
national ideals”. She always wanted 
to know why such kind of talk always 
made wealth for people when those 
who really work hard and kill them­
selves night and day can’t seem to 
feed their people. She joined the con­
versation after having finished her 
tour of the car and after checking to 
see if her two kids have not strayed too 
far away: The spectacle you are talk­
ing about does not feed hungry 
mouths! What Ahmed was saying was 
that down, there was beauty that was 
beholding to the eye and food. Down 
there, was productive beauty. Down 
there, there was common grounds 
between nature and man.”
Ahmed was impressed that his broth­
er’s wife's affection to her rural ori­
gins was not erased by the facade of 
modern urbanization and her hus­
band’s sudden wealth:” On top of that 

from this site one had a splendid view 
of a diversity of animal life in different 
forms. Just below us there, one would 
see a clan of baboons checking out the 
newly laid asphalt carpet feeling 
somewhat uncomfortable at the dan­
gers that await the ecological balance 
so necessary for animal survival and 
sustained their presence in the area. I 
could still imagine the leader of the 
baboons looking down and following 
the curves of the road down the moun­
tain, until hid eyes hit that straight 
stretch of the road, with farmland on 
both sides, before that ugly geometry 
took over both sides of the road, far 
into the interior. The clan chief sud­
denly stopped his eyes at Khuzeima 
Cemetery, which was then also on 
both sides of the road and without that 
ugly bridge, which nobody has yet to 
give a clear explanation as to why it 
was put there. It seemed as though the 
baboon was saying to himself: ‘Even 
the dead are not left at peace with this 
modernization business replaces the 
serenity of nature’. He guided his 
baboon friends westward, shaking his 
head at the loss of a once accommo­
dating environment. Little did the 
poor ape know that nature was going 
to be unwelcome, not just here but 
throughout the country”.
Farida, Khalid’s wife again looked at 
the car: Khalid is probably glad that 
the baboons had left the area. 
Otherwise, his new metal elephant 
there would go home without a wind­
shield. Baboons do not care if you 
served unification or worked for the 
phony regime that probably baboons 
would have better luck with running 
then what these guys are doing. All 

they want is their right of free passage 
and to roam the countryside unhin­
dered by the traffic or 18 wheel tractor 
trailers with their hydraulic breaks 
screeching to break the silence of the 
land and by the noise of rock crushers 
that seemed to make these gently slop­
ing mountains and hills like badly cut 
wheels of imported cheese. Even in 
the countryside baboons have disap­
peared, because wild lunatics are 
enjoying target practice at the animals 
waiting out the time until another war 
erupts at the national or tribal level. It 
seems like men these days have found 
more pleasure in killing themselves or 
what ever is left of animal life in the 
country, rather than getting back to 
their farms to produce the food they 
need to live. I kind of wish that who­
ever invented the rifle should been 
allowed to live to see what his inven­
tion has done to the psyche of men, 
especially in our country.”
Oh Farida, you are always so captious, 
trying to show only the negative side 
of things and never looking at all the 
positive aspects of the great things the 
government is doing for Yemen and its 
people. But to make baboons look 
better than us. isn’t that stretching it a 
bit too far. Can't you see, you have 
everything anyone could want out of 
life and then some. Yet, you insist that 
it is all wrong somehow. You even 
wanted a farm, so I got you a stretch of 
farmland out in Tihama. Don’t you 
see the fruits of the Revolution right at 
your footsteps and everywhere I take 
you.”
Farida almost interrupted her husband: 
“What good is a farm out there in 
Tihama and I am here listening you 
speak all that monotonous rhetoric 
about the great deeds of an impotent 
regime that can’t even keep nature in 
peace. Besides, I was brought up to 
believe if you do not really earn what 

you have you go to hell. I did not 
know that this means that you go to 
hell now and take everyone with you. 
Apparently those who keep silent 
about the misdeeds of their fellow cit­
izens, even if they do not do anything 
wrong, end up being the first to be 
punished for their apathy.”
“Come on, Farida. Are you insinuating 
that I have illegitimate wealth, my 
dear!” Khalid did not really mind his 
wife chastising him for his ready made 
affluence. In fact, the whole regime 
seems to be made up of people who 
did not care if you cursed them night 
and day, as long as you are not out 
there advocating any stronger forms of 
protest.
Ahmed wanted to get back to the 
environment: “I also remember when 
looking from this area that you could 
literally see hundreds of birds of all 
kinds flying here and there, or wal­
lowing it up on some dead meat or 
nibbling away between the hairs of 
some of the bigger animals eating 
away at their lice. Now all you see are 
just flying plastic bags 
shaken out of the piles 
of garbage that spread 
throughout the city by 
people who are less for­
tunate in reaping the 
fruits of the revolu­
tion.”
This was not the kind 
of chastisement that 
Khalid really enjoyed 
hearing: “Ahmed did 
not you guys pave the 
way for the revolution 
to set in?”
Ahmed was not about 

to let his brother get him to share the 
blame: “Look Khalid, we had some­
thing else in mind when we went 
gung-ho for the revolution. What you 
guys have turned the country into is a 
cemetery of living people, who are 
really not going anywhere or doing 
anything while you guys just eat off 
the cream of the resources of the land. 
You guys are so ruthless as you scav­
enge the assets of the country leaving 
nothing behind except that ugly scene 
down there. Why even the birds do 
not have a chance with you guys run­
ning the show as you have not left 
anything for them to nibble on. But 
then, you guys are not deprived of any 
natural scenery, since you have annual 
vacations that take to all the beautiful 
places that real advanced countries at 
least left for their people to enjoy.” 
“But then, how is your brother to be 
able to bring us here in this fancy car, 
if he did not follow along with the 
bandwagon?” said Farida, as she start­
ed to look for her two kids, in prepara­
tion for the trek home.

Dear Editor,
I am very happy about the commence 
of your article from 20.03.2000, - 
Increasing complaints about Internet 
connectivity-
I just want to complete your article 
with the experience of Tele Yemen and 
its services to customer. Can you 
believe it, that Tele Yemen got use dis­
connected from the Telephone line for 
more than 4 weeks, whereby we had 
to keep International connection every 
day. For Tele Yemen it was simple, the 
disconnection was done by an excava­
tion work from a contractor. Instant to 
serve the customer demand of perma­
nent and sufficiently lines straight, 
Tele Yemen started to play a game 
were nobody could follow the game. 
Each manager were blamed the others 
up to the Top Manager in Sana’a. We 
could serve the trouble easily by pay­
ing the repair work out of our private 
or budget money and we would have 
our lines back immediately. All this 
was happened in Feb/ March 2000 in 
Dar Saad Aden.
to be back on Internet lines I personal­
ly support the idea of decentralizing 
the position of Tel Yemen. The cost 
and time spending to get one a-mail 
down from the sever is immense. Just, 
yesterday to load down a e-mail of 
1200 KB took me 40 minutes, because 
I was several times disconnected by 
Tele Yemen. How costumers can have 
international business and communi­
cation ongoing if you have such inter­
ruption and disturbance. The only 
work what is implemented properly 
with Tele Yemen is the billing of cos­
tumers, if your self will not settle the 
bill exactly on the 4th of every month 
on the 5th you are already disconnect­
ed and you have to pay 500.- YR to be 
reconnected again. Really, we the peo­
ple and user of Tele Yemen should 
organize to have a change done with 
those practice of services to the coun­
try.
Tele Yemen has to serve its costumers 
and not the costumers have to serve 
Tele Yemen by a corrupt practice and 
serves.
Please keep one with your publishing 

over this topic.
To get this e-mail to you it has taken 
me one and a half hour.
With the best regards

Heinz Ropertz NITI-GTZ Project 
Aden

A Visit to the Blind School
A few weeks ago I went with two 
friends to the blind school in Sana’a to 
deliver some extra food, a donation. 
As I know the director from before we 
talked a bit about the problems of the 
school. We looked at the toilets and 
the bathrooms, the situation was 
below everything.
we went into the kitchen and discov­
ered a so called stove. It is a miracle 
the school still exists. We decided to 
replace immediately the stove in the 
kitchen from security reasons. (1,700 
YR for the stove, another 3,000 YR 
for some kitchen utensils)
On the meeting of the IWA the next 
week we decided to find some money 
to repair the toilets and the bathrooms. 
Canadian Oxy agreed to pay the 
repairs (215,000 YR in total). In addi­
tion the IWA sent since 4 weeks sup­
plementary food for the blind chil­
dren. (milk, beans, sugar, fruits and 
vegetables)
A member of the Pakistani Women’s 
Association went with me to the 
school and promised Mr. Mohammed 
that their next fund-raising would be 
for his school and his children. Boxes 
of soap and other material will be 
delivered after EID. Another 2,500 US 
dollars raised by the Pakistani com­
munity will be spent to equip the 
kitchen and in agreement with the 
school some other material.
The IWA spent indeed a few year ago 
a lot of money in the blind school. At 
this occasion we also repaired all the 
bathrooms, we equipped all the bed­
rooms, the kitchen repainted and 
repaired the whole building, we 
bought a washing machine and other 
equipment for the school. Part of the 
outside building has been cleaned and 
paved (a total amount of 9,000 US 
dollar)

This money came from the IWA 
together with a fund-raising in the 
Sheraton. At this time the idea was to 
support the school more and built a 
dormitory for the girls. Shortly after 
the girls were moved to a new schools, 
on the road to Amran. So in contrary 
of what is mentioned in the article, we 
never thought of building supplemen­
tary classrooms. And as the girls had a 
new place, we didn’t do another fund- 
raising for this purpose - in contrary to 
the article no money has been given to 
the ministry of social affairs, not by 
me and not by the IWA.
By this occasion I would like to say 
that indeed the state of the school is a 
shame. And although the IWA togeth­
er with generous people in Sana’a will 
spent again 5 or more thousand dollar, 
it doesn’t make any sense if there is no 
regular maintenance and serious help 
from the government.
I also would like to thank all the peo­
ple who up to now donated money to 
give to these children a little more 
than what they get.

Claire Goethals

Dear Editor,
Regarding your Article increasing 
Complaints about Internet 
Connectivity I had really enjoyed this 
article and I am really very thankful to 
the Yemen Times for publishing it in 
its magnificent paper, because Internet 
is the future of the world and I am one 
of the users of the Internet, when I was 
in India i used to use the Internet in the 
holidays for minimum 12 hrs a day 
and on the other days minimum 3 hrs 
a day it was very fast and cheap and 
here in Yemen it is very slow and 
costy and here in Yemen when I am 
trying to get into my usa.net mail most 
of the times it doesn’t work.
When I wanted to say was just to sup­
port your opinion about the internet in 
Yemen because internet is very useful 
for every one like business men, stu­
dents etc...

Adil Ahmed Awadh 
adilawadh@usa.net 
adilawadh@go.com

usa.net
mailto:adilawadh@usa.net
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Dialectics of Local Government and Unity

By: Ali Saif Hassan 
Assistant 
Secretary General, 
Nasserite Unionist 
Party

I
f we take cursory glance at the United 
Yemeni State, and its status on the 
22nd of May, our attention cannot but 
be focussed on the free democratic 
local government. If this prominent 
national institution represents the com­

mon denominator between the members 
of the Opposition Coordination Council in 
general, the concern of unification at the 
local and national levels justifies our con­
cern in the political arena at the People's 
Nasserite Party.
The central issue of the free local govern­
ment as a guarantee of preserving the 
stability of unity, and stability has made us 
pay big price for this and has given it a 
high position in our political agenda. Our 
political program, drafted in 1990, pro­
vides that the free local government is the 
essence of people’s democracy. The pro­
gram also confirmed on the necessity of 
the direct election for the rulers and gov­
ernors.
From this view point, my paper attempt to 
take its origin and seeks to clarify the 
coordination and harmonization between 
this national and human demands.
God’s Sunna is manifested in three main 
phenomena, namely, merging, unification, 
and fission. In the field of physical sci­
ences, the phenomenon of merging and 
fission lead to explosion, while unification 
of smallest ingredients is the sole aspects 
that preserves continuation.
Unification is effected through the follow­
ing:
- Preserving the features and movement 
of those united parts. As a result of this 
scientific truth, we can say that the politi­
cal entities even in spite of its absence 
organizing the relation between the parts 
that form merging and fission.
I am not necessarily confined to political 
phenomena but cover all the human rela­
tionships, whether at family or profession­
al organizations. We have to take in to 
consideration the different forms of 
human relationship including that involv­
ing the political systems, which do not 
strictly adhere to the principles that gov­
ern this relation.
The democratic system of the local gov­
ernment does not represent only the con­
stitutional right and national demand, but 
also coordination and harmonization with 
God’s Sunna. As far as the human aspect 
is concerned including human rights, the 
right of citizens to choose their rulers rep­
resents the most important right and the 
key for other human rights.
So, the democratic local government 
should in fitness of things represent other 
human rights as well.

At the national level, the experiments of 
the Arab Unity between Egypt and Syria 
gives us a sample of the importance of 
the local government in order to preserve 
unity and give protection from any internal 
or external aggression. However, we can 
say that the internal and external violation 
was the main reason of conflict between 
Egypt and Syria, but the absence of dem­
ocratic system for the local government 
denied existence of United Arab Republic. 
After this review in support of importance 
of the free local government at the nation­
al and humanitarian levels, in conjunction 
with God’s Sunna, let me move to a dis­
cussion on the issue of Yemeni Unity at 
the national level. I also try to show the 
justifications for the local government to 
be a free system.
An objective reading of the history of polit­
ical systems in Yemen illustrates the rela­
tion between the political system in 
Yemen and the different parts of that sys­
tem. The components of that system are 
seen expanding despite centralization.
Centralization is the common denomina­
tor for the weakness and laceration of all 
Yemeni political entities throughout the 
Yemeni history. If we view the contempo­
rary history for more than 70-years of peo­
ple’s struggle, free local government has 
been the main demand of all the political 
and social forces. Our ancestors; Al- 
Noman and Zubairi confirm this matter. 
We can say that local government has 
occupied the focus of attention of the 
Yemeni society along the history. 
Resistance in its different forms and 
means has represented the struggle of 
the Yemeni people during the contempo­
rary history.
The demand for democratic local govern­
ment has been a hall mark of our nation­
al aspiration. The treaty of agreement rep­
resents the fulfillment that aspiration for 
the local government. That was the most 
appropriate solution for the government in 
Yemen, and the united political entity.
The essential implication for government, 
as it was written in the treaty of agree­
ment, was one of the most important 
national legislation that was supported by 
people inside the country and abroad. 
These aspects represent the general 
environment for local government which 
can achieve Yemeni people’s demands.
The commitment of parties and their lead­
ers confirmed in as outlined in their elec­
toral programs for the year 1993, the 
necessity of local government. It is the 
commitment of the president to the 
Yemeni people and to the further 
strengthen by world that there must be a 
democratic local government in which 
people can have the right to choose their 
rulers and punish them for any mistake. 
This commitment also confirmed giving 
the right to the local councils to achieve 
the aspiration of the Yemeni people 
through development and abolishing cor­
ruption and underdevelopment.

The importance of the local government 
does not only represent the constitutional 
right and the historical demand, for pro­
tection of the Yemeni unity, but it is a 
unique system which is able to achieve 
the political, social, and economic advan­
tages to the Yemeni people.
After this review ,we have to study the law 
of local authority. We have also to closely 
scrutinize law and causes of the lack of 
infrastructures of the free local govern­
ment.
AS far as the democratic aspect of the law 
is concerned, and the right for people to 
choose their local rulers, this law is differ­
ent from article no (143) concerning 
appointing rulers and governors. This arti­
cle says that the local law must include 
the procedures of nominating a candi-

date, electing, and choosing chairmen of 
the administrative units. This article has 
formulated after a long debate between 
alliance the parties after the reordering of 
the constitution. It presents a compromise 
between the direct election for the admin­
istrative units chairmen and their appoint­
ment. The nomination of the candidates is 
provided to be on the basis of the winner 
in the first positions. This law prevented 
local councils from appointing executive 
chairmen to those administrative units. 
They are appointed as chairmen for the 
elected councils. However, this law devi­
ated from the article (144), which provid­
ed that those local councils with its mem­
bers must be elected by directly citizens. 
Hence, the recent local authority law vio­
lated the constitution. It is devoid of any 
democratic content. This creates doubt in 
the minds of citizens about the success of 
the democratic process as a means of

achieving the peaceful of authority. They 
are worried about the results of local and 
parliamentary elections, so these repre­
sent serious dangers to the democratic 
process.
Regarding ensuring permanent peace, 
this law was devoid of any mechanism to 
liberate the local authority institutions 
from their present predicament.
In addition to the absence of the minimum 
level of democratic norms in this law, the 
elections system of the local councils was 
designed to break the social relation in vil­
lages and towns and create tension 
between people there. This is triggered by 
the breaking of districts into small elec­
toral units.
Why does the authority turn their back on 
people’s demand for getting democratic 
local self-government? Why has the 
authority been rejecting this demand dur­
ing the past seventeen-years, although

each authority claims that it is better than 
the previous set-up?
An objective analysis of the issue reveals 
the malaise of the people in power in 
Yemen during the past seventeen-years. 
This is inherited the weakness lack of self­
confidence of this authority.
Weakness is the main reason that has so 
far refused local government, except for 
one limited period in the South part of 
Yemen where we found stability and self­
confidence that has enabled them to 
establish local self-government.
If that is the attitude of the local authority 
in general, the present authority cannot 
be forced to accept these demands, 
although they hijack democratic values 
from the government.

* This article was presented as a paper 
to the workshop on Local Governance 
organized by the Al-Shoura newspaper
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Improve Your English
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu 
Associate Professor 
College of Education, Mahweet

I. What to say
At the shop
You are not satisfied with an item you bought 
at the shop and want to return it.
• “I’m not satisfied with what you gave me. 

Kindly exchange it for a better one.”
• “It is not up to the standard. I would like to 

change it.”
• “It hasn’t come up to my taste. I’d like to 

have something different.”
• “It’s hardly a week and it has already 

started showing signs of disrepair. I doubt 
its durability.”

• “It gives a different shade under sunlight 
which I don’t like.”

• “Can you give me another one, please?”
• “I’m sorry to say that the color gives out. 

The color fades. I’d like it to be replaced.”
• “You were speaking highly of its quality. In 

reality, it is not so.”
• “It’s not of standard size.”
• “I bought one kilo of apples yesterday. I did 

not notice that two of them were bad. Can 
you replace them?”

• “This clock slows down. Can you exchange 
it for the one that works properly?”

• “Can I have a bigger size, please? You had 
said you’d take it back if I was not satisfied 
with it.”

♦ “My family members are not satisfied with 
this. I would like a better piece, please.”

• “My friends say it is not long lasting. Better 
give me another.”

♦ “The quality was not as I expected. Please 
take it back.”

• “I don’t want to retain it at any cost.”
• “It was a wrong choice on my part. Please 

have it replaced.”

IL How to say it correctly
Try to correct the errors, if any, in the 
following sentences
l)He made a speech in support of the 

workers.
2) Are you a member in the committee?
3) This book is more better than that.
4) Please pay for you fees.
5) Your friend is very proudy.

Answers to the previous week’s questions:
l)Being a poor man, Mutaher can’t buy 

expensive clothes.

2) Who did you say was digging the ground? 
3)Mujahed’s answers were more organized 

than those of Mohammed.
4) Ahmad has qualified as a doctor.
5) Some students take pride in keeping away 

from college.

HI. How to express it in 
one word

1) A place for burial of dead bodies.
2)Counterfeiting of a document.
3) Of one’s own free will.
4) Give tit for tat.
5) The cessation of warfare before a treaty is 

signed.

Answers to pervious week’s questions:
1) Subject to death: mortal
2) Resulting in death: fatal
3) Property inherited from one’s father or 

ancestors: patrimony
4) A paper written by hand: manuscript
5) The result of a match in which neither party 

wins: draw

IV. Phrases and idioms
Use the following phrases in sentences of 
your own:
in Lieu of, keep abreast of, abstain from, in 
abundance, in absentia

Answers to previous week’s questions:
at sixes and sevens: (in confusion). I didn’t 
find time to get organized. Everything seems 
to be at sixes and sevens.
to steps into one’s shoes: (to come next after 
and take the place of). After the retirement of 
the principal, the senior most teacher of the 
school stepped into his shoes as the new 
principal.
hands down: (win very easily). Our team will 
win the match hands down.
a square peg in a round hole: (misfit). The 
new manager of the company is a square peg 
in a round hole. He knows nothing.
take after: (resemble a parent or relation in 
feature or character). Your daughter takes 
after you.

V. Quotable Quote
“There is no darkness but 

ignorance.” Shakespeare

Women and the English Language
Dr. Murari Parasad 
Associate Professor & 
Head Dept of English, 
Faculty of Education, 
Sa'adah

T
he blossoming of 
feminism in the 
1960s and ‘70s made 
many assaults on the 
English language. 

The radical fringe of American 
feminists considered it part of the 
road map to greater female 
empowerment. Chafing at the 
exclusionary semantics of the 
mainstream, which the feminists 
described as ‘male-stream’, 
English, they sought to free the 
language from gendered socio­
cultural realities. While the works 
by women writers increasingly 
became part of the literary canon, 
challenging most accounts of the 
literary history of the United 
States, new word-formation with 
their gender- specific meanings 
were attempted for “ Creative 
reconceptualization” of women’s 
identity. These words are delight­
fully indecorous, but largely 
unread. However, we owe some 
sassy phrases and words to the 
strident phase of sexual-recovery 
movement.
The feminists consider gender to 
be socially produced and lan­
guage a crucial means of control­
ling the sexual discrimination, for 
example, the generic use of the 
terms “man” and “he” to encom­
pass all mankind, as in ‘Man in 
Mortal’. They object to such 
terms in that the message is 
‘misogynistic and overly sexist’. 
They affirm that the connections 
among language, politics and sex 
have been minimized in a patriar­
chal dispensation: the English 
language grew under a masculine 
value system, margnalising 
women immeasurably. “The criti­
cisms,” says David Crystal, “have 
been mainly directed at the biases 
built into English vocabulary and 
grammar which reflect a tradi­
tionally male-oriented view of the 
world, and which have been inter­
preted as reinforcing the low sta­
tus of women in society.” 
Even as literary feminism was 

pushing its sprouts into public 
consciousness as an alternative 
culture, godmothers of the move­
ment coined a term “Manglish” to 
describe the English language as 
it is used by men “in perpetuation 
of male supremacy” and popular­
ized it through a column on lan­
guage in the feminist publication 
Every woman. Varda One, the 
columnist, designated words such 
as ‘reality-violators’ and ‘con­
sciousness-raisers’. During the 
last two decades a large number 
of such conscious-raising 
coinages have been compiled in 
feminist dictionaries like the one 
by Cheris Kramarae and another 
by Paula A Terichler. One of their 
publishing houses is Virago and 
Shrew is an articulate outfit to 
reclaim female power. India’s 
Kali for Women is making splash­
es in the same vein.
Although mainstream English 
dictionaries are yet to face these 
feminist factoids, the 10th edition 
of the Merraim-Webster 
Collegiate Dictionary has includ­
ed the word ‘Herstory’ (the femi­
nine substitute for history) coined 
by feminists to stress on women’s 
history. These formations are not 
based on structural relations and 
are the best provisional para­
digms. For instance, ‘womani- 
festo’ has been coined to suggest 
“strong political statement by 
women for women,” 
Etymologically, ‘manifesto’ and 
‘history’ are not combinations of 
‘man’ plus ‘festo’ and ‘his’ plus 
‘story’. Manifesto is derived from 
the Latin manifestus which con­
sists of manus meaning ‘hand’ 
and festus meaning ‘struck’. 
Similarly, history is derived from 
the Greek through Latin historia 
meaning ‘inquiry’. In Australian 
English, ‘femocrat’ is another 
such term minted by the members 
of the Australian women’s move­
ment to signify a feminist bureau­
crat. Isn’t the angle of perception 
far too sexually polarised, or 
rather, bizarre?
It is interesting to see the seman­
tic skirmishes launched by them. 
A bachelor is no longer “an 
unmarried man” (as Longman 

dictionary tell us) but “an unmar­
ried man often relics on women 
(mother, waitress, cleaning 
woman etc) for help with his food 
preparation, houses cleaning and 
laundry”. Wedding, as a feminist 
dictionary defines it, is “common 
ceremony at which the civil death 
of the woman is celebrated” and 
wife is not the woman to whom 
man is married but “muse, agent, 
promoter, domestic peacemaker 
and brow-mopper”. And what is a 
husband? He is not the man to 
whom a woman is married but “a 
married man who has, by self­
appointment, served as the ulti­
mate determinant of feminine 
worth.” Beauty contest is “an 
event in which exploited women 
compete against one another as 
women as men’s beauty objects”. 
Furthermore, a housewife is not 
“a mistress or a manager of a 
house” as mainstream dictionaries 
define the word, or a woman who 
works at home or family, or one 
who does not work outside home, 
but a “ household worker who 
never reaches retirement age,” or 
one with the man whom she has 
joined.” Marriage is not only 
“material appropriation of women 
by men” but also “ a cage entered 
with the eyes open for legal 
...tion”. No prizes for guessing the 
word.
These examples from feminist 
dictionaries illustrate new lines of 
critique on larger institutions and 
social arrangements. And the 
movement has won some battles, 
too. by taking up cudgels against 
language-promoted inequality. 
‘Male’ words with a generic 
meaning are now being replaced 
by neutral items and the use of 
sexually neutral language in job 
description is a legal requirement. 
The gaining currency of words 
like ‘chairperson’, ‘salesperson’, 
‘postperson’ etc instead of ‘chair­
man’, ‘salesman’, ‘postman’, 
show how women are breaking 
the glass ceiling.
Has the language been unjust or 
women towarrant feminist inter­
vention for emancipatory theo­
rization? Of course, the number of 
old proverbs and quotations 

derogatory to women is far more 
than the encomiums heaped on 
them, but these biases against 
women written into the language 
do not deliberately attempt to 
degrade them or deny them their 
due. Since language has a great 
deal to do with operative social 
transactions, it gathers layers of 
meaning and implications in line 
with prevailing norms and their 
accompaniments. Today when 
women are no longer on the mar­
gins of society, words are shed­
ding unipolar sexiest associations 
and the language is responding to 
new social realities.
Nevertheless, the attempt of femi­
nist to forge a new idiom has its 
own validity in that it was a prod­
uct of a vital polemical moment in 
the resurgence of women. They 
may seem to be wobbly perpetra­
tions and ineptitudes, but they do 
comment a resistant perspective. 
As a noted proponent of the 
movement notes, it was part of 
these linguistic formulations iden­
tifying the systemic character of 
gender inequalities that gave 
motivate their feminist organiza­
tional activity. It was also this dis­
course that would later become 
braided into the very language of 
the law itself. To be sure, no one 
can dispute feminist demand for 
linguistic fairplay, but their intel­
lectual agenda to mangle the lan­
guage, for example, their search 
for bizarre of episcene (having 
but one form to indicate either 
sex) pronouns is downright sepa­
ratist and disconcerting too. The 
sheer logic smashing the patriar­
chal matrix by railroading new 
coinages is apt to make the lan­
guage more risque than richer. 
Far from adding charm and vari­
ety to English, the feminist forma­
tions seem to have made its 
vocabulary forgettable and reduc­
tive with perceived notions of 
sexuality in the language. Since 
language is basically a spoken 
medium, such changes noticeable 
only in certain kinds of writing 
are unlikely to be accepted by a 
wider speech community unless 
instrumentalities between articu­
lation and reception are forged.

An Agony Deep for Words 
Despite a famished heart, struggle to stand. My anguish, 
Caused by deep bruises, drooping spirit and an embit­
tered existence. I have 
neither a brother nor a friend, while death’s shadows 
are hovering around me. From my two eyes, tears relent­
lessly flow as I 
look back to the days rolled by.
Our leader exhausts us that we are soldiers whose minds 
should tougher
than stone. He directs and we innocently follow his dic­
tates.
He reminds us that we are a caravan in desert of sand. 
The only job the caravan, has at hand, is to protect its 
guide, come what may.
Ours is a way fraught with dangers and vicissitudes, 
Our mothers’ eyes pour blood not tears, for they have lost 
all their support and are going to lose all that is felt. 
I am swooning ground seems to slip underneath. 
Before I fall down, I ask, “Where is our guide?” 
the echo reverberates the message: March on, knowing 
fully well
that the destination of the caravan is despair and death!! 
By: Ali Al-Kaheli

A Tearful Pledge
It might be the voice of anger and vengeance inside me 
that you hear. I remember all the troubles that I had in the 

first years of my life.
I was about three or four years old, when a wild storm 
struck our life, after the death of my father, to destroy it. 
I painfully remember the golden prince-like figure took 
you away of my life forever in that magnificent car you 
entered with all your will.
I ran after you crying, calling you, and I saw you smiling 
to me for the last time. It is the last smile you gave to me 
and forever. Then you turned your face against me, con­
tinuing your journey ahead.
I went to our house, I spent my time alone with the mem­
ories of my happy past. I noticed a photo of our little, 
happy family and then it started to rain very hard. I felt 
very cold and very hungry, so I slept with my eyes full of 
tears.
The next morning my hunger grew, then I went out walk­
ing in the streets glancing listlessly at people of all ages 
going past me.
I saw a man selling bread to people and some men buy­
ing bread from him. Then hunger in me grew more than 
before.
I came closer to that man and looked hungrily at him. I 
thought that he would give me a small piece of bread to 
eat, and with the innocence of the child, I took a piece of 
bread because of the hunger, but the man slapped me and 
took the piece of bread from my palms. I felt very sad 
and understood from the yelling of the man that I did 
something very bad, but inside myself I felt that I did 

nothing bad. I passed the day with great pain in both my 
body and my very tender, sensitive soul.
At last the dark came, stars gleamed in the sky, and it 
rained again.
I breathlessly rushed to you with a hope lurking in my lit­
tle heart. I was standing at the door of your house wait­
ing for you to come to me and hold me in your arms, but 
a strange man who did not know, came and stood before 
me. He was shouting at me, and I looked at you desper­
ately without moving my eyes from your face; but the 
man continued his shouts at me. He ignored my tears 
which were like rain rolling down my cheeks, and you 
kept quiet without any movement as he slapped me. Then 
I turned back to my house, and stayed at the door, for a 
while and again I noticed that figure, staring at me like a 
demon.
I still stood transfixed at the door looking emptily at the 
hard rain which continued to pour. My clothes were very 
wet. Unable to bear my broken heart, and as a child I 
cried my heart out, without making any noise.
I got inside the house near the fireplace, I sat down feel­
ing the warmth of the fire. I swore to myself that I would 
never feel sorry about you.
Sohiur Murad
Level Two,
Department of English,
Faculty of Languages, 
Sana’a University.

Inter-College Literary Competitions

Inter College Literary Competitions in English in the follow­
ing areas (among students of colleges and universities in 
Yemen) will be held under the aegis of College of Education, 
Mahweet. The competition will be organized in the following 
two groups:
Junior Group: graduate level students (level land 2) of any 
discipline.
Senior group: graduates students (level 3 and 4) of any disci­
pline.
Eligibility: Any bonafide student enrolled in any of the recog­
nized colleges or university departments in the Republic of 
Yemen.

of
English essays.
English short story.

Topics for English Essay Competition:
Senior group: “The Pursuit of Excellence”.
Junior group: “Building a prosperous Yemen”.
Essays for senior and Junior groups should be within 2000 
(two thousands) and 1000 (one thousand) words respectively. 
Participants are free to choose any theme for short stones and 
poems.
There is no restriction on participation in more than one area 
of competition Any one can participate in any or all of the 
areas.
Entries should be original creations and should not have been 
published or submitted tor any other competition before 
These should be neatly typed in double space on one side of 
the paper.
Name and other personal details of the participant should not 
be mentioned anywhere on the body of the entry However, 
name, full postal address, name of the participant’s college/ 
institution, a certificate from the head of the department/ insti­
tution about the bonafide status of the student on a separate 
sheet should be enclosed along with the entry.
The entries will be examined by a panel of judges to be con­
stituted for the purpose. The names of winners will be 
announced in the newspapers. Winners will be suitable 
rewarded. All other participants will be awarded merit certifi­
cates for participation in the competition.
Last date of receipt of entries: May 7, 2000.

Entries should be sent to: 
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu, 
Care of The Dean 
College of Education 
P. O. Box: 36080- Mahweet, Yemen.

Sitram Drawing Competition
The drawing of Sitram 
Pressure Cookers competition 
took place at Sana’a Trade 
Center, on March 30, 2000. 
Congratulations to the win­
ners of Sitram Competition. 
Names of winners will be 
published by Yemen Times 
and Athowrah newspapers 
during this week. Sitram 
Company Ltd. congratulates 
winners and wish them all 
success.



Nomads in Mareb
By: Hassan Al-Zaidi, 
Yemen Times

It is difficult for the nomads to flourish 
and lead a prosperous life in the 
absence of the essential factors of liv­

ing. Illiteracy, poor education, and harsh
environment are the main factors that 
adversely affect their future denying them 
the benefit of development, guidance, and 
education.
The harsh conditions under which the 
nomads are living will not allow them to 
think how to develop because they are 
running after the basic requirements for 
their and their children’s lives.
The young and the old people regardless 
of whether they are educated or not, are 
forced to indulge in struggle with their tribe 
if there is any tribal dispute. They are 
responsible to offer safety to their tribe if 
there is any external aggression. So how 
can they develop themselves?
It is better for these nomads to leave their 
weapons, and go to build their future and 
develop their lives.
This is the fact affecting nomads in Mareb. 
Nomads form 70% of the total population 
of Mareb. There are two groups of nomads 
in Mareb: those who are still living in their 
areas inside tents, and are depending on 
animals and agriculture. Agriculture is lim­
ited to saving grass for their animals during 
the drought season. These nomads live in 
different areas of the governorate, such as 
in mountains and valleys. They form 40%

of the total rate of nomads.
The other group of nomads is wandering 
groups. They go to the places that are far 
from soil areas and full of grass and water 
in order to graze their animals. This group 
forms 30% of the total nomad population in 
Mareb.

Dwelling:
Nomads live in houses that are made from 
sticks, grass, and pottery. The ceilings of 
those houses are made of rain-cloth. They 
also live inside tents. They do not so much 
care about their dwellings, but about the 
room for guests. They put their houses 
near grass and water and close to trans­
portation. During rainfall, nomads move 
with their animals and live in the mountains 
caves. When the season of rainfall ends, 
they come back with their animals to their 
main places. This group of nomad is called 
“al-Azeeb".

Duties:
Women folks take care of sheep and 
goats. Men rarely help women in their 
duties. In addition to this, women take care

of house and prepare food for their families 
and guests. Men go to the market to bring 
provisions and water. None of the nomads 
works for the state in any public or private 
company. We find that many people leave 
their houses in the towns and move to live 
among nomads habitations, especially 
when the flood ravages their lands. They 
lose their main resource and turn to take 
care of animals as a main resource to 
ensure their living.
Each family owns at least 25 sheep and 
goats, but some of them own more than a 
hundred. So, the average rate is between 
25 to 150 sheep and goats. There are six 
main tribes in Mareb and each tribe has its 
own tribal boundaries, but nomads can 
graze their animals in the boundary of the 
other tribe. This is a good feature of 
nomads in Mareb because in some other 
areas there are some tribes who do not 
allow nomads to go and graze in their 
boundaries.

Food Habits of Nomads:
The most favorite food for nomads is roast­
ed pastry. This pastry is put inside ashes 
till it becomes dry, then they take it and put 
it inside bowl and mix it together with milk 
and ghee. They eat this pastry with 
“Almasoob”, mixed with oil and ghee for 
breakfast and dinner. If there is any guest 
from outside the tribe, they slaughter 
sheep or goat.

Education:
Nomads build tent classrooms in order to 
educate their children. As I reached that 
class, I found it consisting of 23 boys and 
girls. This class includes six different lev­
els. Students were sitting on the ground. 
There was only one teacher for all sub­
jects. When I went to those areas, the 
teacher was not there, but students were

preparing to their examinations. Education 
is very bad because there are no teachers 
and no educational facilities. The board is 
made of wood, covered by black dining 
cloth. I have been told that teachers who 
came to that area, could not live with 
nomads at that environment.

Problems Faced by the Nomads:
Nomads suffer from lack of water. It costs 
them a lot because they bring it by cars 
from far off areas. They suffer from epi­
demic diseases as malaria, communicated 
by animals milk. In addition, nomads are 
suffering from different fields of life as eco­
nomic, social, health fields.
Hence, we appeal to the government to 
pay attention to these nomads and to 
implement development projects in order 
to improve their living and give them eco­
nomic, health and educational awareness.

Nomads' school!


