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Words of Wisdom 
"The Ministry of Information 
could play a more positive role by 
projecting itself as the vanguard 
of freedom of the press, rather 
than as a watchdog waiting to accuse the 
papers even for the slightest transgression. 
Times have changed, and it would be wise on 
the Ministry’s part to take note of it!”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999)
Yemen Times Founder
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Sanaa Declaration
Gone with the Wind?

W
 henever I remember the days of 

the Emerging Democracies Forum 
(EDF), I remember with pride how 
Yemen was able to host such large 
numbers of delegations coming 

from all over the world to participate in such an impor
tant forum. I also remember the hard working days 
when we used to publish daily issues in English and 
Arabic to cover the event. The event was well organ
ized and well managed.
In the last day of the forum, the declaration of the 
forum came out. It was named Sanaa Declaration. We 
as Yemen Times were proud to have published the dec
laration on time the next day after it was released.
The ones who read the daily editions EDF editions of 
Yemen Times would remember a title in the front page 
of the last edition saying, “Words have been said, now 
deeds must follow.”
Today, almost six months after the declaration, we ask 
ourselves “what has been done so far in regard to 
implementation of the declaration, or at least working 
on it?”
As Yemen Times, we are most interested in the part of 
Sanaa Declaration that dealt with the media. As men
tioned in the declaration, public participation in demo
cratic decision making is enhanced by providing for 
private ownership of media and ensuring the impartial
ity of state-owned media through independent boards 
or other means;”
So, has there been any simple steps showing the inten
tion of the government to provide for private ownership 
of media, such as TV or Radio, or Internet Service? Has 
there been any impartiality of state-owned media 
through independent boards or other means?
I hate to say this, but so far, I have not noticed any 
implementation to what has been mentioned in the dec
laration, especially in regard to media. If there were 
any implementations, why can’t we see them in reality? 
I do not criticize here for the sake of criticizing, but it 
is truly not a good image for a government that had 
hosted such a huge gathering, and came out with the 
steps that should be implemented, then simply ignore 
them. Anyone can set up a bunch of rules and regula
tions, but implementing them is what is important. 
Otherwise, these declarations, rules, and regulations 
would turn out to be nothing more than papers kept in 
the drawer.
If the government is to act and show it is truly commit
ted to implementing the declaration, it should start now. 
Waiting for an appropriate time is nothing but a waste 
of time. The appropriate time and environments will 
not come to us, but we are the ones who must bring 
them. Hence, I believe that unless a strong, confident, 
and courageous movement towards the implementation 
of the declaration takes place, the government will not 
be seen sincere by the eyes of the Yemeni public. If it 
is indeed sincere, It has to prove it.
I expect to receive some written responses from the 
government to this view point, similar to what I always 
get when writing similar articles, such as: “You are 
unfortunately talking about something that you are not 
aware of. We have been working extensively since the 
end of the forum to implement the declaration points, 
but you have not been following our work on a regular 
basis. How do you know that we are not implementing 
it?”
I will only reply by saying, “I am sorry, I may have not 
noticed your efforts. So please provide me with all that 
you have done in implementation of the declaration, 
especially what you have done in the freedom of 
expression, and media sectors, and I will publish them 
in the next issue."
If a complete and convincing report was submitted by 
the government showing that indeed implementation 
was taking place was provided, I would be glad to apol
ogize in this very column, and bring about all the facts 
clearly to our readers.
After all, we are not doing this to intimidate anyone. 
We are doing it only for the sake of you, our reader, We 
want to keep you informed of what is going on. We are 
doing this for the sake of the people, and for the sake of 
revealing the truth. Is that too much?
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In Brief
PSO Arrested 

Mr. Faisal Fara’a
Political Security Office in 
Taiz arrested on Saturday 
Mr. Faisal Saeed Fara’a, 
director general of the Al- 
Saeed Cultural
Establishment after he 
received a number of books 
from some of Arab 
Publishing Houses. The 
PSO suspected that some of 
those books were dealing 
with opposition, which are 
banned from entering 
Yemen. Mr. Faisal was 
released at the end of the 
day.
Mr. Faisal has also been 
arrested before because of 
some of his writings.

Two Tigers Escaped from 
the Zoo

Two tigers were able to 
escape last Thursday from 
Sana’a Zoo. One of them 
injured two people and then 
entered Mr. Ali Abdul Ghani 
Awass’s house. Mr. Ali 
could catch it and refused to 
give it back to the police 
until they paid him YR 
50,000.
Reports said the other tiger 
was shot dead when it 
attacked a child in a street.

American National
Security Council Meets 
Opposition Delegation

Yemen’s opposition delega
tion had met Mr. Kein 
Bolack, in charge of Arab 
Peninsula and Gulf Affairs 
at the National Security 
Council, in the White 
House, Washington three 
days ahead of President 
Saleh visit to Washington. 
Opposition delegation 
included a number of digni
tary politicians, among 
whom were former diplo
mats, university professors 
and businessmen, in addi
tion to representatives of 
opposition parties.
Some sources said the meet
ing was held in response to 
request by US National 
Security Council in the 
wake of the Yemeni and 
American Arabs protest to 
the White House decision to 
host President Saleh on 
April 4.
An opposition delegation 
source announced after the 
meeting that the National 
Council understood the 
important points raised by 
the delegation and promised 
to discuss them with the 
president during the follow
ing meeting at the White 
House.

Ceremony Marking 
the 40th Day after 
Al-Mihdar Death

A Ceremony Marking the 
40th Day after Al-Mihdar 
Death was organized in 
Asaher city, in Hadramout 
last week. The ceremony 
was attended by the Vice- 
President, Abdrabo 
Mansour Hadi. At the same 
time, sheik Ali M. Saeed 
Annam, Chairman of Assaid 
Corporation for Sciences 
and Culture confirmed that 
the corporation will adopt a 
special museum for all the 
acquisitions of the late poet 
Abu Bakeir Al-Mihdar.
Mr. Faisal Saeed Fare'a, 
General Manager of the 
Corporation pointed out that 
the corporation will adopt 

this museum in recognition 
of Mihdar’s achievements in 
the field of Yemeni and Arab 
culture. The museum will be 
founded in Ashaher city, in 
Hadramout.

Mrs. Niehouse Meets 
With Political Leaders

During her three day-visit to 
Yemen, Mrs. Merjory 
Niehouse, head of the 
Regional Analysis Office in 
the US. Department of State 
met yesterday at the 
American Embassy with 
leaders of political parties; 
PGC, Islah, Opposition 
Coordination Council and 
the Sons of the Yemeni 
League represented by its 
acting chairman Dr. Hassan 
Bazara’ah, acting secretary 
Sheikh Ali Ben Ali Al-Sadh 
and Dr. Ahmad Abdullah 
Ibn Al-Sheikh Abu Bakr. A 
number of important issues 
such as democracy, econom
ic reform, security, tribal 
conflicts, local government, 
participation of parties in 
the upcoming parliamentary 
elections, etc. were dis
cussed during the meeting. 
Mrs. Niehouse urged oppo
sition leaders to be one hand 
to make Yemen an example 
in the Arabia Peninsula.
Mrs. Niehouse works on 
reports and information sent 
by the American political 
attaches before bringing 
them before the White 
House. She left Yemen this 
morning after visiting 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia.

Child Development 
Project Signed

Minister of Planning and 
Development Ahmed 
Mohammed Sofan, and 
World Bank Vice President 
for the Middle East North 
Africa Kemal Dervis, on 
April 3, 2000 signed a cred
it agreement of $ 28.9 mil
lion (21.1million SDR) for a 
Child Development Project. 
The credit, which was 
approved by the Bank’s 
Board on March 21, was 
signed in the presence of 
president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, and World Bank 
President James
Wolfensohn.
The Bank’s most compre
hensive partnership project 
with UNICEF, the initiative 
will assist the government 
of Yemen in the implemen
tation of a coordinated area 
based program for improv
ing the health and nutrition
al status of children under 
five, improve the education 
status of girls in primary 
schools in districts that are 
currently under-served in 
the area of education, and 
pilot community based 
Early Childhood
Development models.

Germany Grants
Yemen YR 3.4 Billion

The Federal Republic of 
Germany commits, for the 
year 2000, 42.2 mio. DM, 
i.e. 3.4 billion YR, as a grant 
within the framework of the 
Yemeni-German develop
ment cooperation. The 
Agreed Minutes were 
signed on April 4 by Deputy 
Minister for Planning and 
Development, Anwar Ali- 
Harazi, and by the German 
Head of Delegation, Herbert

Sahlmann.
Out of this sum, 20 mio. 
DM, i.e. appr. 1.6 billion 
YR, will be allocated for 
financial cooperation to the 
water supply and sanitation 
project in Sa'dah as well as 
to the extension of the proj
ect Construction and 
Rehabilitation of Primary 
Schools in Ibb and Abyan. 
Furthermore, 22.2 mio. DM, 
i.e. appr. 1.8 billion YR, will 
be utilized for projects 
under technical cooperation, 
among others for advisory 
services in the waste man
agement sector and in the 
public health sector, for 
training in the water sector, 
for the promotion of small 
enterprises as well as for 
strengthening self-help and 
self-reliance.

Exhibition Of 22 German 
Artists Opens

Under the auspices of his 
excellency the Minister of 
Culture and Tourism, Mr. 
Abdul Malik Mansour, the 
Yemeni International 
Cultural Circle-HALAQA 
will open the exhibition of 
22 German artists in the 
National Gallery in the Old 
City of Sanaa on April 16, 
2000. The exhibition will 
last until 26 April 2000.

Al-Ameen’s Plastic 
Art Show Inaugurated

Under patronage of Mr. 
Taha Ahmed Ghanim, 
Governor of Aden, the plas
tic art show of the Yemeni 
artist Abdullah Al-Ameen 
was inaugurated in Aden 
Hotel on 4 April 2000. The 
art show which contained 
more than 61 oil paintings 
was attend by a large crowd 
of different nationalities, 
Yemeni businessmen, 
artists, journalists, writers 
and art lovers. Dr. Diana 
Beewhite (or British 
Nationality), Assistant 
Professor in London 
University who works now 
in Yemen also as an 
Assistant Professor in Aden 
University, said: “I had the 
honor of participating and 
preparing for some art 
shows for this prominent 
artist. He has become well 
known in the international 
level now especially after 
his participation on design
ing postcards for childhood 
in the world that the 
UNICEF had called for. In 
my opinion, this artist 
deserves all care and atten
tion.”

Precious Metals 
Discovered

Latest excavation by 
Canadian Cantex have indi
cated to Yemen Times that 
they have discovered vari
ous valuable metals such as 
platinum, cobalt, etc. in a 
number of areas throughout 
Yemen. In this regard, Prime 
Minister Dr. Abdulkarim 
Al-Iryani met yesterday 
with Cantex’ chairman and 
company representative in 
Yemen and expressed the 
Yemeni government’s readi
ness to provide the company 
with the needed help in this 
regard.

Women’s Health & 
Information Resources 

Under the auspices of 
Health Minister, a workshop 
on women’s Health and 
Information Resources was 
held yesterday April 9, 2000 
by the WID Facilitation 
Initiative in coordination 
with the Women National 
Committee. UNFPA and 
UNDP.
The workshop lasts for three 
days 9-11 during which 
issues of reproductive 
health, different tumor and 
illness, as well as the role of 
the national and internation

al organizations in this 
regard.
Dr. Hashim Al-Zain, acting 
resident representative of 
WHO, Amat Al-Alim Al- 
Soosowah, chairperson of 
the Women National 
Committee and Faisal Al- 
Kuhali, deputy minister of 
Health delivered speeches 
on the inauguration get- 
together pointing out the 
importance of this workshop 
and project which will be an 
information base for 
women.
It is worth noting that the 
WID Facilitation Initiative, 
chaired by Ms. Samra Al- 
Shaibani, the project coordi
nator, is a recently estab
lished project which will be 
a center for collecting data 
on women’s projects and 
programs.

Round Table Symposium 
on Local Authority

Round-table symposium 
held a meeting on Saturday 
April 8. In a speech at the 
opening session minister of 
local administration Sadek 
Ameen Abu Rass, has sub
mitted a work-paper in 
which he pointed out that 
the main subjects included 
in local authorities law clar
ified the procedures of local 
authority elections, plans, 
the annual surveys as well 
as the financial resources. 
The UNDP representative 
James Rally has made a 
speech, asserting that once 
the local authority work, it 
would enhance the demo
cratic and social develop
ment in Yemen.

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
to Visit Yemen

Sheik Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Foreign affairs 
is visiting the Republic of 
Yemen on May 15 on a sev
eral-day official visit.
A reliable source said that 
the Kuwaiti senior official 
will share the Yemeni peo
ple their celebration of the 
10th anniversary of reunifi
cation Day on May 23.
The source added that the 
Kuwaiti guest will also hold 
series of talks with senior 
officials in the government 
and with his Yemeni coun
terpart. aimed at strengthen
ing bilateral ties and coop
eration between the sisterly 
countries.

Proctor & Gamble 
New Product

Proctor and Gamble compa
ny announced that it pro
duced a new detergent for 
food vessels. This detergent 
is called ‘Fary’. The compa
ny seeks always to produce 
high quality products to help 
people and protect public 
health. This product will be 
in Yemeni Markets very 
soon. It is smooth on hands, 
economical, and better than 
any other detergents.
It has been noticed that this 
company is shared between 
Mohammed Saeif Thabit 
Group and Proctor and 
Gamble International Ltd. 
This company was estab
lished in Yemen in 1994. It 
possesses a factory in Taiz 
governorate. There are more 
than 170 employees at the 
company, 97% of them are 
Yemenis.

Yemen to Participate in 
The ICO Meeting

Mr. Ahmad Jaber Al- 
Sanabani. deputy chairman 
of the Customs Authority 
has left Sanaa for Brussels 
at the head of a special dele
gation to attend the 
International Customs 
Organization' meeting. The 
meeting will discuss issues 
related agreements signed 
by state members of the 

organization and means of coop
eration between the members.

Workshop on Protection 
Against Ionized Radiation

A special workshop concerning 
the means of protection from the 
dangers of the ionized radiation 
used in medical analysis began 
in Sanaa on Saturday. 50 
trainees from hospitals and 
medical centers all over the 
country participated in the 
workshop and were introduced 
to the scientific means and pro
grams of protection against ion
ized radiation used in hospitals 
x-ray wings.

They would also be introduced 
to the ways of designing x-ray 
chambers according to healthy 
scientific procedures. At the 
opening of the workshop con
sultant of the presidential office 
for the scientific and technolog
ical affairs Dr. Mustafa Bahran 
delivered a speech in which he 
expressed his happiness for the 
workshop inauguration which is 
considered the core center of the 
national committee of atoms 
energy activities in relevance 
with radiation security systems 
in collaboration with the 
International Agency for Atomic 
Energy.

YEMEN CLUB
FOR TOURING & 

AUTOMOBILE (YCTA)
Proudly announces its efforts to assist all concerned to obtain an 
International Customs Passage Document (Known as Trip Tyck) 
which enable one to temporarily export their own vehicle cross 
countries without paying any customs duties and facing any 
procedural hurdles and obtain Int’l Driving license also.

The requirement to obtain such documents are:
a valid visa from the desired country/ies 
application form to be filled out
a commercial guarantee attested by the Chamber of Commerce 
in the prescribed application form 
all related documents of the vehicle
a fee of US$ 120 either in cash or certified bank cheques

To obtain an International Driving License:
an application form must be filled
valid driving license (Yemeni, Mid-eastern, European or 
American)
Two 4X6 photographs
Fees: YR 4500 for Yemenis and US$ 45 for non-Yemenis

For more information, 
please visit or call:

Head Office: 01/413466,
Branches: 02/241534, 03/226980, 04/407423

04/225384,05/354843, 05/404288.

For Sale
An International organization is willing to sell a 
European Made generator set of 40 KVA rated power. 
This unit is in a good working condition. Interested 
bidders are invited to submit their bids before April 
2oth, 2000 to:

Administrative Officer 
P.O.Box: 18152 

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
To inspect the unit before bid submission, please con
tact Mr. Haroon at: 7907493

Announcement
European Company working in the chemical 
sector for the Paint & Detergent industries, 
exporting to Arab countries and Iran.
Seeking Companies & Industries in Yemen, 
interested in working with them.
Ctc. Person - Spain: Mr. Fernando 
Morillo
Tel. No.: +34 93 205 11 02/ +34 93 205 10 11
Fax. No.: +34 93 203 41 00/ +34 93 204 86 04
Ctc. Person -Yemen: Mr. Saleh Mufleh Abu-Lahoum

Mr. Mazen Al-Jaboury
Tel. No.: +967 1 268554 / 268546 / 268547
Fax No.: +967 1 268549

A Magazine to Spread Awareness about Taxes
Al-Wa’i Al-Dhareeby Magazine, a new 
economic magazine that aims at 
spreading awareness about taxes in 
Yemen, is now on display in bookshops 
in Yemen. The magazine also includes 
articles about culture and other eco
nomic subjects. Mr. Tariq Mohammed 
Al-Barraq, the Chief Editor, is in fact, 
the General Manager of Capital 
Secretariat Tax Office.
Being a fully colored magazine with 
excellent quality of paper and design, 
Al-Wa’i Al-Dhareebi is by far Yemen’s leading economic magazine. 
The magazine depends in its information on Saba News Agency.
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AL-HAQ 
Independent

Promoters of Local Home-made 
Alcohol Detained:
It is reported that the promoters of 
local wines at Workers’ town, Hodeida 
were detained. A man called Abdo 
Saeed Al-Wusabi, a distributor and 
promoter of wine was detained while 
distributing the product. He was carry
ing six sacks of local wines to distrib
ute to his customers, when he was 
caught red-handed by Al-Wada’ai 
police station and sent for penal inves
tigation. Another, called AH Ahmed 
Al-Matari, owner of a wine-distillery 
was also detained. He was the one 
who supplied Al-Wusabi with sup
plies. Both men were referred for 
prosecution. The population of 
Hodeida was very delighted with the 
news.

3 Children Die in Deserted Cave:
Three children from Djibla town, Ebb 
governorate entered a deserted cave at 
a mountain at Djibla, looking for a 
treasure that was mentioned in ancient 
legends. While they were digging, 
they were covered by falling heaps of 
soil. As the cave is far from the town 
nobody could save them. A fourth 
child was rushed to hospital, still alive. 
It is recalled that an ox had entered 
this cave before and perished inside.

AL-EHYA’A 
AL-ARABI 
Ba’ath Party (Iraq)

Sheikh Al-Ahmar Hands Munir, the 
Spanish Child to Mother:
The Speaker of Parliament, Sheikh

Abdulla Al-Ahmar, handed-over last 
Saturday, in the presence of the 
Ambassador of Spain, the Spanish 
Muslim child Muneer, to his mother. 
The Ambassador signed with the 
mother a minute of the occasion 
acknowledging the transfer. The attor
ney General was also present to 
observe the whole process. The moth
er, a Christian, undertook not to inter
fere with the Muslim boy’s religion, 
which he gained from his Muslim 
father of German nationality.

Al-Ahmar Refuses to Meet the 
Rabbis’ Delegation
Yemeni political sources have con
firmed last Thursday that Sheikh 
Abdulla Al-Ahmar, Speaker of 
Parliament has refused to receive the 
delegation of Jewish Rabbis who visit
ed Yemen recently.
They added that the Sheikh ordered 

that the twelve Rabbis be kicked out of 
his house.
On the other hand, a source at the 

Council of Ministers denied that 
Yemeni Government official received 
the delegation. He said: The Jew 
tourists who visited Yemen recently 
didn’t meet any official, because the 
whole purpose of their visit is tourism, 
like similar Jews of Yemeni origin 
who came before them. He added that 
neither the Constitution nor the laws 
of Yemen prohibits that.
He indicated that tourists who visited 

Yemen in the past or shall visit it in the 
future can not be allowed to enter 
Yemen while holding Israeli passports, 
or other passports containing Israeli 
visas.
On the other hand, the National 
Committee for Resisting 
Normalization with the Zionist entity

issued a statement condemning the 
Government of Yemen for allowing 
the delegation of Jewish Rabbis to 
enter Yemen. The Committee called 
upon the masses of the people not to 
have any dealings with such Zionist 
delegations.

ATTARIQ 
Independent

Sheikh Zindani Warns Against 
Resettlement of Jews:
Sheikh Abdul Majid Azzindani, 
Chairman of the Shoura Council of the 
Yemeni Congregation for Reform (the 
Islah Party) warned against the reset
tlement of Jews in Yemen. Sheikh 
Azzindani preached in his Friday 
Prayers speech at a mosque in Sana’a, 
that if the Jews are able to resettle in 
Yemen, they shall drive the Yemenis 
from their land, as they did to the 
Palestinians.
The call by Sheikh Zindani came in 
the aftermath of a situation of tourist 
‘normalization’ with Israel. Several 
Jewish delegations have visited 
Yemen recently. News agencies have 
repeatedly reported that the inaugura
tion of the normalization of relations is 
nearing.

Jahaf Socialists Reject Participation 
in Official Delegations:
The Yemeni Socialist Party Jahaf 
Province Secretariat expressed its dis
satisfaction with the participation of a 
leading member of the YSP in the off- 
ical delegation led by the President. 
The Secretariat said in a statement, a 
copy of which has reached Attariq, 
that it denounces such a participation 
and considers it an immature act that 
offends the Socialist Party, its struggle 
and to the Document of Agreement 
and Obligation.

President Welcomes Visits by Jews 
of Yemeni Origin
President Saleh announced in New 
York that he welcomes visits to Yemen 
by Jews of Yemeni origin to their 
mother-land as long as they don’t 
carry Israeli passports or Visas.
Twelve Israelis of Yemeni origin made 
it last week to Yemen for several days, 
carrying travel documents issued from 
the Yemeni Mission to the UN. Dr. 
Abdul Karim Al-Eryani, the Prime 
Minister, who told them that the 
Yemeni authorities welcome visits by 
Jews of other nationalities who prefer 
to visit Yemen, received them.
He added: We shall agree to visits by 

Israeli officials when a just and com
prehensive peace agreement in the 
Middle East is signed.

Al-Balagh 
Independent

“Israelis” in Sana’a Streets: A 
Historical Scandal and an Eternal 
Humiliation
The visit by the Israeli group to our 
country has confirmed that there are 
those who endeavor to normalize rela
tions with the Israeli enemy.
The simultaneousness of this visit 
with the presence of President Saleh in 
the United States confirms that the 
policies of Yemen are taking new 
routes in the normalization of relations 
with the Israeli enemy. The is contrary 
to many statements made by President 
Saleh, confirming the rejection of all 
acts of normalization with the enemy. 
President Saleh’s recent statement that 
Yemen has no ‘problem’ with Judaism 
as a religion, that the Jews of Europe 
and America can visit Yemen, that the 
Jews of the ‘Israeli’ state are not 
allowed so: Such policies were con
sidered objective rational. But what is 
going on has proved that the Jews vis
iting Yemen are ‘Israelis’, who had 
fought in its armed forces, paid their 
due taxes. The claims that they are of 
Yemeni origin are weak and dim. They 
had renounced their Yemeni nationali
ty and became the enemies of the 
Ummah and the homeland and sol
diers for Israel.
We strongly reject these visits and 
confirm that all Jews living in 
Palestine, and holders of Israeli pass
ports are our enemies, and the ene
mies of our Nation and our Ummah.
God is at the Observatory, 
We have thus conveyed [the Faith] 
Oh God, Thou Witness.

Al-Wahdawi
Popular Nasserite 
Unionists

President’s Son Commander of the 
Republican Guards:

Informed political sources report that 
President Saleh has nominated his eld
est son, Colonel Ahmed as 
Commander of the Republican Guard. 
He is succeeding the President’s half 
brother Brigadier General Ali Saleh 
Al-Ahmar, who was nominated a 
Military Attache at Washington.

Al-Sahwah 
Islah Party

Beware of the Jews:
The Jews are a nation known in 
ancient and modern history for their 
boastfulness, adamancy, and cunning. 
Their characteristics include the revo
cation of conventions, abandoning 
those who treated them fairly. They 
like to consider themselves superior to 
others and claim to be Gods chosen 
people.
Their position taken towards our lord 
and prophet was full of treason and 
disloyalty.
Their shameful behavior caused all the 
nations to renounce them and keep 
their eyes open on them.
To forget their past and cunning is a 
kind of foolishness. Their feet are 
deep in our brethren Palestinians and 
Lebanese and their open enmity to 
Arabs and Muslims.... The Ulema are 
obliged to show the dangers and con
spiracies of the Jews, and to reject any

normalization with them. The Prophet 
said: Don’t begin the Jews and 
Christians with salutation and if you 
meet one of them, coerce him to its 
narrowest parts.
Shall we believe what we are told by 
God and the Prophet and the historical 
facts or shall we submit to blackmail 
and submissiveness.

Al-Ummah 
Al Haq Party

Politics Rule Over Sharia’ah in 
Spanish Muslim Child Case:
Legal sources cite peculiar that the 
court of South-East Sana’a for urgent 
cases to rule that the child be handed 
in accordance to a verdict of a Spanish 
court, as the Spanish law gives the role 
of the custodian to the mother. It is a 
serious precedent in the Yemeni judi
ciary, which is based on the Islamic 
system.
The father, a German who had 
embraced Islam left Germany, and 
tried to get refuge at an Islamic coun
try; to protect him and his child, ..., 
whom he named Muneer Sharaf 
Addeen, when it was said that a 
Spanish court gave the mother the 
right to be the custodian.
It is recalled that the father had joined 
Al-Eyman University since his arrival 
in Yemen. He was unfairly deported to

Germany by the Ministry of the 
Interior,
It is known by Sharia’a that a non

Muslim has no authority over a 
Muslim. This is what the Ulema put 
clearly to the Sheikh; but it is signifi
cant that, in Yemen, poetics preside 
over Sharia’ah.

FEMALE SECRETARY 
NEEDED

A leading German Company in 
the field of technology is 
looking for a female secretary �� 
receptionist for the new Sana’a 
branch office.

Qualifications needed:
- English and Arabic 

languages both spoken and 
written. (German is a bonus).

- Typing in English and Arabic 
- Computer skills: Windows 

95/98, word, Excel.

Please fax a one page CV to 
412195 before Monday April 
17th and include your contact 
numbers.

An Appeal to the UNHCR
It is regrettable to find out that some 
UN humanitarian organizations 
become contaminated with bureau
cracy. Complicated bureaucratic pro
cedures would strip off those organi
zations of their humane orientations, 
the reason why they have been 
founded.
Humanitarian measures are meant to 
have speed and simplicity to fulfill 
the human objectives of extending 
merciful hand to individuals suffer
ing from persecution and injustice. 
Unfortunately some the UN organi
zations seem to be humanitarian by 
name only.
I am here to speak specifically about 
my case and experiment with the 
UNHCR, Sanaa office.
I am an Iraqi citizen living in Sanaa, 
Yemen, have applied to the UNHCR 
office in Sanaa for refugee status for 
the first time on 26 February, 1999. 
The office supplied me with a docu
ment titled “To whom it may con
cern,” Reg. No.: 133, dated 
6.9.1999, valid until 30.9.1999.
The procedure has been repeated for 
three other times and now I have 
four of such documents, each of a 3- 
month validity. I have been inter
viewed for four times upon dates of

a) 26.2.1999 b) 13.5.1999 c) 
1.8.1999 d) 17.10.1999. The latest 
document I am supplied with is valid 
until 30.6.2000. All the four docu
ments certify that Mr. Ehsan Jabir 
Mahdi, born in Iraq is currently con
sidered for refugee status under man
date of UNHCR, the last of which 
dated on 28.2.2000.
I provided UNHCR Sanaa office 
with all necessary information and 
documents proving that I and mem
bers of my family were systematical
ly exposed to various sorts of 
oppression, torture, imprisonment 
and physical liquidation. I am now 
leading a very miserable life and 
waiting for all those months to see a 
ray of hope shown to me by UNHCR 
Sanaa office, but in no avail. 
Therefore, I have become convinced 
that the organization is not virtually 
concerned with my case and several 
other similar cases. Upon this con
viction, I believe this office is prac
ticing some kind of discrimination in 
dealing with refugees' cases heedless 
of their sufferings and misery.
I present this case of mine before the 
UNHCR, hoping it will be seriously 
studied and considered and a speedy 
humanitarian solution be found to it.

MEMORIAL
CEREMONY

A memorial Ceremony in 
remembrance of Ms. Gwenda F. P. Van 
Der Lubbe whom we lost on Tuesday 4 
April 2000 will be held at the Police 
Academy, Al-Showkany St., on 
Wednesday 12 April 2000 at 10:00 
a.m.
Colleagues and friends are welcomed 
to offer their condolences.

����������  W.. � ���!������
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Important Notice To Yemen 
Internet Customers

Dear Customer;

In our aim to enhance Yemen's Internet service Ynet, we are making several changes & upgrades 
to our Internet Network. We would like to take this opportunity to advise, that on Thursday 13th April 
at 11pm you will be transferred to a new Internet Management System, as a result a new Dial-up 
access password will be provided to each customer, which will be sent to your e-mail address. 
There will also be instructions, which will assist you in making full use of the new access method.

Please check your e-mail messages on Sunday 9th April 2000 and read the e-mail addressed 
“Your new Dial-up Password”. Please use this new password to log into the system after Thursday 
at 11pm. To ensure the security of your account please change your password immediately by 
following the instructions attached to email.

We have set up a special Help Desk to handle queries for one week from 8am to 8pm beginning 
Friday 14th to Thursday 20th April. Should you experience any difficulties please call our support 
line at Sana’a 01 7522277.

For additional information, please visit our web site:

http://www.y.net.ye/NewUpgrades.htm

http://www.y.net.ye/NewUpgrades.htm
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S
trong reactions condemning 
Jews' visits to Yemen dominated 
on the Yemeni society. The 
opposition parties including the 

Coordination Council as well as Islah 
Party distributed statements denounc
ing such visits and called upon the 
government to stop dealings with the 
Jews whoever their identities were. 
Abdullah Bin Hussain Al-Ahmar, 
Speaker of the Parliament, has in a 
press conference denounced such vis
its and called for not permitting them. 
On the other hand, Sheikh Abdul 
Majeed Al-Zandani, director of Al
lman University, strongly criticized 
the government's permission of these

visits and warned against the dangers 
of re-inhabiting the Jews in Yemen.
Sheikh Omar Ahmad Saif, a BGC 
leader and general director of the mil
itary forces, in a religious opinion 
"Fatwa" considered shaking hands 
with the Jews as a great treachery.
YT contacted Dr. Abdul Rahman Ba 
Fadel, an Islamic leader and asked 
him to give his opinion this issue as he 
studied abroad and had no problem to 
adapt himself to other religions. He 
had the following to say:

1- In fact all Yemen people will 
resist normalization with Jewish state 
starting with political parties as well 
as tribal leading personalities, and 
Yemen nation in general Women and 
Men, without any exception. The 
question should be who are the indi
viduals who will accept normaliza
tion.
2- In all cases most of the Arab 
regimes if not all accepted openly or 
secretly, directly or indirectly normal
ization with Jewish state on the offi
cial side. But surely on the other side 
the people all over the Arab World are 
against any normalization with Jewish 
state for example: Egypt passed ten 
years having diplomatic relation with 
Jewish state but only four thousand 
individuals went on a visit to Jewish 
state among more than sixty millions. 
In Yemen the situation will be more 
worse: with the exception of forty 
Jewish individuals living now in 
Yemen in addition to official staff, no 
one will accept normalization. Our 
President said it many times, that if 
they force us to normalize with Jewish 
state, we will ask first about 
Palestinian state with Qudos as capi
tal, Four million refugees abroad to go 
back to their native land and inde
pendent state with all means and 
power and characteristics as that of 
Jewish state on equal basis.

Islah Party Position
We ask the American here about 
Justice of peace they claim;
1- Why should 8 million Jews all 
over the world have the right to settle 
in Jewish state whenever they like and 
Four million Palestinians are not 
allowed to return back to their native 
land?
2- Why Jewish state have all means 

of defense including nuclear weapons 
meanwhile the Palestinians are 
deprived from any means of defense, 
not only that but all Arab states are not 
to have nuclear weapons, and more 
over US is looking for the unknown in 
Iraq and neglects the well known in 
Jewish state.
3- Why US forced the Palestinians 
to modify their program mainly elim
ination of Jewish state, but no demand 
for Jewish state to modify their pro
gram as they have a map of Great 
Israel From Nile to Ephuruty in their 
Parliament as well as in their curren
cy? This means their children will 
grow up with hatred towards Arabs, 
and hope to get back their claimed 
land in future due to open and contin
uous immigration to Jewish state. A 
strong indication is settlements of 
Jews in claimed Palestinian state.
4- What kind of state will have the 
Palestinians as Jewish state grants 
Visa for those who come and those 
who go including Yaser Arafat the 
President? Not only that but also 
Jewish state have the priority to check 
traffic, goods, and inspection of every 
thing including human beings going 
in or out of Palestinian state? IS it 
municipality or independent state?

All those questions among others 
need clarification from United States, 
for all Yemeni People as well as polit
ical parties as I have already asked 
these questions to congress technical 
staff who visited the Parliament last 
month on behalf of all parties in the 
parliament including GPC.
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“We will focus our efforts on the upcoming parliamentary elections in April 2001”

T he National Democratic 
Institute for International 
Affairs’ (NDI) Sana’a 
office considers its role as 

one of most strategic importance. It 
focuses on the promotion of demo
cratic orientation in Yemen to be an 
example for other countries in the 
region to follow suit. The Institute 
office in Yemen plays multi-various 
role in extending its activities and 
establishes close relations with a 
number of governmental and non
governmental organizations besides 
the parliament and political parties. 
The Institute has overseen two par
liamentary elections and prepares 
itself to monitor the forthcoming 
elections of the year 2000.
Ben Sallam of the Yemen Times 
interviewed NDI’s visiting delegate 
Mr. Andreas Katsouris, the program 
officer for Yemen programs and 
filed the following:

Q: Can you give us a brief idea 
about NDI’s objectives? When did 
your cooperation with Yemen start 
and what is the purpose of your 
work in Yemen?
A: NDI is a non-profit, non-govern
mental and non-partisan organization 
based in the United States. We were 
founded in the early 1980s with the 
objective to support democratic devel
opment.
We provide technical assistance and 
various kinds of support and advice to 
democratic political parties, parlia
ments, civil society organizations to 
give them some greater experience and 
democratic practices elsewhere in the 
world. We are also involved in election 
monitoring to ensure that electoral 
processes are based on democratic 
standards.

Q: Who supports the NDI financial
ly?
A: That changes from program to pro
gram. Generally, NDI receives finan
cial support for its programs from a 
variety of sources. Some of those 

sources are through mechanisms of the 
US government, mostly through the 
United States Agency for International 
Development. Also through the 
National Endowment For Democracy, 
an organization set up specifically to 
support these kinds of programs. We 
also received support from sources 
outside the United States, from the 
UNDP, for instance, and from various 
foreign governments such as Canada, 
the Netherlands and Britain, Japan 
among others.

Q: How many NDI offices are 
there? What are the general activi
ties of the Institute?
A: That changes from month to month 
depending on our activities. We are at 
present active. I am not certain of the 
precise number, but it is over 40 coun
tries worldwide, in the middle East and 
North Africa. In addition to Yemen, we 
have offices in Morocco and the West 
Bank and have other programs in 
Algeria, Egypt and Lebanon.

Q: It is rumored that the NDI’s 
activities are meant to serve the 
United States’ interests; What is 
your comment?
A: I think that is a complicated ques
tion. Obviously, a great part of funding 
comes from the United States govern
ment; I think this is the reason to say 

that.
I think it is important for your readers 
to know that we are entirely independ
ent of the United States government. 
We have around independent board, 
around independent management and 
we make around decisions about 
whether a particular program is worth
while or not. We do not take directives 
from any government, let alone the 
United States government.
Now, very often when we feel there is 
a possibility to do a good work and our 
friends in the United States govern
ment feel the same way, and when 
those interests converge, we are happy 
to cooperate. But we make around 
judgment independent from the 
United States.

Q: What are the NDI’s future plans 
in Yemen? Is it planning to open 
offices in other governorates?
A: No, we have no plans at this point 
to open any other offices other than the 
one in Sanaa.
As for the future plans, at present we 
have an active program in the parlia
ment, working with a group of legisla
tors to give them some assistance in 
communication with their constituents 
and our program will continue for sev
eral months. From here on I would 
think of the next year. We will focus 
our efforts on the upcoming parlia
mentary elections in April 2001 and I 
am here in these two weeks to partici
pate in some workshops that we have 
conducted with the major political par
ties here in Yemen on strategic plan
ning for election campaigns, that is, to 
introduce them to some of the prac
tices that democratic political parties 
elsewhere in the world have found use
ful when managing campaigns and 
running and trying to elect candidates 
in democratic elections. We hope to 
continue with that program throughout 
the year, working with the PGC, Islah, 
the Supreme Coordination Council on 
various targeted programs. We are also 
looking at the possibility of becoming 
involved in some fashion and con

tributing to a free and fair electoral 
environment. At this point it is not 
really certain what kind of assistance 
that might take, but your readers will 
recall that in 1997 we were active in 
both bringing international delegations 
to Yemen to observe elections’ day 
procedures and assisting domestic 
civic organization in conducting its 
own observation of the polls .
These are the activities we are consid
ering again for the coming year, as 
well as other matters but it is not cer
tain at this point what exactly we will 
do. We feel that we can provide help
ful advice and some training for civic 
organizations to contribute to more 
democratic watch.

Q: A number of training courses 
have been held. Do you think that 
they have been successful?
A: Absolutely, our work with parlia
mentarians has been very successful. 
Most of the parliamentarians we are 
working with, when we started work
ing with them have had little experi
ence in meeting in public fora. A few 
of them have had broader and more 
public contacts and since we have 
helped them plan and think about how 
to do that effectively, many of them 
have done so.
In terms of political party activities, it 
is obviously early to say but the recep
tion that we got last week from all the 
political parties is very encouraging. 
Many told us that they were thinking 
of adopting some of the ideas that our 
political party experts put forward. We 
were encouraged by that and we hope 
to continue that work.

Q: What have you prepared so far 
for the upcoming parliamentary 
elections?
A: As I said before, it is still some
times away from the elections. We 
have not finalized our plans yet. But 
we are looking at the whole variety of 
activities that the NDI does worldwide 
to support the election process. That 
may take the form of international 

observations or support for domestic 
civic organizations to take part in 
observation or a contribution in a pre
electoral period to suggest potential 
reforms, changes in the law or, in prac
tice, registration, which could con
tribute to a fair election. But we are 
just not certain yet which of those we 
will be able to do.

Q: How do you assess the democrat
ic experience of Yemen? What kind 
of advice can you offer Yemen in this 
regard?
A: I think that if you look at what 
Yemen was 10 years ago, at the point 
of unification there has been tremen
dous progress in the democratic 
sphere. The country has held two par
liamentary elections and a presidential 
election and it is preparing for the 3rd 
parliamentary election.
My own impression is that there is 
ever greater civic activism and interest 
in politics. I have seen that legislative 
develop slowly but start to develop to 
a sort of a political force to balance 
that of the executive.
I think that the overall picture is quite 
good. I would say, looking over the 
last years that more of those gains 
were made earlier in the decade than 
later. I think that the period since 1997 
has seen less rapid progress; I think the 
presidential election presented some
thing of a mixed record for the coun
try. On the one hand it was the first 
time Yemen has ever held presidential 
elections. That is an important mile
stone. There was a challenger who 
spoke openly about some of the issues 
facing the country and there was some 
kind of policy debate in public and I 
think that is good. I think, on the other 
hand, there was a miss of opportunity 
in the presidential elections. The par
liament could have selected a candi
date with greater opposition. I think 
that would have been good for the 
country had that happened. I think that 
everything still points forward in 
Yemen. Probably progress could be 
more, perhaps, a bit more rapid, but I 

think that the country is moving in the 
right direction,

Q: It is said that the Institute will 
wind up its activities in Sanaa with
in two months and reopen it later on 
before the upcoming parliamentari
an elections? What is your com
ment? What about the news heard 
about appointing a permanent rep
resentative for the Institute in 
Yemen?
A: There is a permanent representative 
and that is Nick Green. I have not 
heard those rumors and I am not sure 
what they are based on.
NDI operates from program to pro
gram and so we depend on funding for 
our programs to keep our offices open. 
When we are not able to secure fund
ing, we would naturally need to close 
the office. But we expect that funding 
for the program will be available for 
the foreseeable future and since that 
we have no plans to close the office.

Q: Any last comments?
A: I want to mention for your readers 
a little bit more about follow-up to the 
Emerging Democracies Forum that 
was held in Yemen last June. I want to 
point, first of all, to the NDI establish
ment of a website dedicated to the 
Emerging Democracies Forum which 
is available through our own website 
at: www.ndi.org. You find on the web
site complete transcripts from the 
Emerging Democracies Forum and 
other things. We are also planning to 
gather some of the participants in the 
Emerging Democracies Forum for a 
sort of, not a real union, but reconven
ing to check the progress over the last 
years at Democratic Parties National 
Convention in Los Angeles in August. 
In addition we are at this point think
ing about having a small follow-on to 
the forum in September or October at 
the annual meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. You’ll remember from 
the Sana’a Declaration that the coun
tries participating in the forum made a 
recommendation of democratic poli
tics we are taking into account when 
considering multi-lateral lending and 
we will be hoping to pursue that idea 
further with the IMF and the World 
Bank.

For the betterment of the education system in Yemen, and for the purpose of bringing up a 
new generation of young Yemenis, Sam Yemen International School is proud to announce 
that it has become a centre for two of United Kingdom’s most distinguished Examining 
boards.
The school, which is distinguished in the field of education in the private schools of Yemen, 
with its excellent caliber of teachers and staff, offers the Yemeni students an opportunity to 
enroll themselves at various universities in the UK, U.S, Canada, and other Middle Eastern 
countries.
We not only prepare students to sit for external examinations, but also guide and counsel 
them for their best educational career.
The school offers the following programs: -

• IGCSE (O level) and GCE A level examinations from Cambridge University.
• AEB (Associated Examining Board) Junior English Tests(JET) and Senior 

English Tests(SET)
The AEB exams are set and marked by The Associated Examining board of United Kingdom. 
These are series of English test for Junior Level and Senior Level. The junior level 
examinations are JET (Junior English Tests). Children aged 6 to 14 years, learning English 
as second or foreign language can enroll for these exams. The senior level examinations are 
SET (Senior English Tests) aimed at students 14 to 16 years old. Candidates can enroll and 
write these exams in the U.K. and in Yemen through our school. Certificates will be issued 
by AEB after the completion of exams.
The Cambridge International Examinations Syndicate conducts the IGCSE and GCE “A” 
level exam. For the IGCSE and GCE program we offer English grammar literature, 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Computer subjects.
For more information please contact the school administration.
Qualified and experienced teachers can apply. Send your CV or contact school administration

http://www.ndi.org
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SHEIKH AL-AHMAR CONDEMNS RECENT ISRAELI VISITS TO YEMEN

"THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
COMMITTED A DEADLY MISTAKE"

Yemen’s Parliament Speaker 
Sheikh Abdulla bin Hussein Al- 
Ahmar, who is the leader of 
Yemen Coalition Party for Reform 
(Islah), last Friday said that by 
permitting Israelis to visit Yemen, 
the government has committed a

deadly mistake and a huge error. 
Speaker Al-Ahmar statements 
were made following a visit to 
Yemen of 13 Israelis, some of 
which are of Yemeni origin, from 
Tel Aviv via Addis Ababa on 
Thursday. The first group’s mem-

bers were carry
ing travel docu
ments instead of 
Israeli passports. 
In an interview 
with al-Khaleej 
daily of the

United Arab 
Emirates, 
Sheikh Al- 
Ahmar said the 
Yemeni Jews 
left Yemen 50 
years ago, and 
should not be 
considered 
Yemenis, as 
they fled
Yemen with 
their own will 
to an occupy-
ing enemy. He added that Jews, 
including Yemeni Jews, harbor 
hatred and terrorism against 
Palestinians, Muslims and 
Arabs as a whole. Al-Ahmar 
also said that Yemeni Jews 
should not come to Yemen 
because they were no longer 
Yemenis but Israelis and there
fore must not be allowed to 
come back. He indicated that 
Israel was a state that he could 
not deny but ‘“as long as it has 
an aggressive, colonialist and 
terrorist stand against 
Palestinians, Syrians, Lebanese 
and the Iranian people there 
should be no talks about nor
malization.”
The first Jewish group that visit
ed Yemen managed to have a 
meeting with Prime Minister

Abdul Karim Al-Iryani and that 
was welcomed by the US presi
dent Bill Clinton who praised 
Yemen for its relaxation on travel 
restrictions against them. Despite 
the opposition he has shown 
towards the visit of the Yemeni 
Jews, Sheikh al-Ahmar said that 
he had met an American rabbi. He 
said the rabbi Samah al-Qadi, a 
Jew of Yemeni origin who left 
Yemen in 1931, met him with oth
ers as American and not as a 
Yemeni Jew and was carrying an 
American passport. On the hand, 
the Yemeni Opposition 
Coordination Council, which 
includes five parties, protested the 
visit of the Israelis to Yemen and 
called upon the parliament to 
immediately conduct a vote of no 
confidence on the government.

PRESIDENT BACK HOME
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh on Saturday evening 
wrapped up a 2-week suc
cessful tour to Canada, 
USA, Italy and the State of 
the Vatican in response to 
invitations from the said 
countries. The president and 
his accompanying delega
tion had also attended the 
funeral of the former
Tunisian president Al-Habib 
Bourgaiba.
President Saleh had conducted in 
Canada talks with General 
Governor Ms Adrienne Clarkson, 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien, the 
Foreign Minister and officials of the 
Houses of Senates and Commons. 
During his visit to the US, he held 
talks with President Bill Clinton, 
Secretary of State Madelein 
Albright, a number of officials at 
the American administration, the 
Congress, the Pentagon and the UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan.
During his visit to Italy, President 
Saleh held talks with the Italian 
President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi,

Prime Minister Lamberto Deny, 
Speakers of the House of Senate 
and Parliament. President Saleh had 
a meeting in the State of the Vatican 
with His Pontiff Pope John Paul II, 
in which he discussed relations and 
areas of cooperation, reviewing the 
international situations and devel
opments related to world peace and 
peace in the Mideast, the African 
Horn, and in the Red Sea. The talks 
also dealt with ways of consolidat
ing bilateral relations and areas of 
common cooperation, the existing 
partnership and extending horizons 
of investment between Yemen and 
each of the friendly countries he had 
visited.

According to Some News Agencies, 
Israelis of Yemeni origin 

continue to pour into Yemen
Despite the opposition of Al-Ahmar, 
Speaker of the House of Parliament, 
and all opposition parties, some 
news agencies reported that a sec
ond group of Israeli tourists arrived 
in Yemen on Thursday April 6. This 
is the second group in a week to 
visit areas where Jews once lived. 
At least 10 Israelis were on the tour, 
which includes visiting old Jewish 
neighborhoods and villages. 
According to sources from the 
tourism sector, most, but not all, of 
the Israelis were of Yemeni back
ground.
Even though the information came 
from internationally well-recog
nized news agencies, yet Yemen 
Times was not able to get a confir
mation from tourist agencies or offi
cial sources confirming their arrival 
and where they were taken to. This 
raises questions whether the news of 
the arrival of the second group was 
just a rumor.

It is worth mentioning that the num
ber of Jews in Yemen during the 
1950s was around 50,000, of which 
only a few hundred still remain in 
Yemen today.
The first Israeli group left Yemen 
last week after government officials 
refused to meet them. The govern
ment and leadership placed several 
conditions before any normalization 
with Israel can take place.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh has 
been quoted as saying that the 
Israelis presence stirred an unjusti
fied fuss in the media, and that the 
government had dealt with them not 
as Israelis, but as Yemenis living 
abroad.
The current visits mark the first 
time the government has coordinat
ed them through travel agencies, 
and permitted their entrance to 
Yemeni soil. This permission seems 
to have even driven the attention of 
the international media on Yemen.

U.S. Embassy Hosts a Public Discussion on 1999 
Human Rights Report on Yemen Tomorrow

On Tuesday, April 11, the US Embassy in Yemen will host a public dis
cussion on the 1999 U.S. Department of State Country Reports on Human 
Rights in general, and the report on Yemen in particular. The U.S. Embassy 
staff will be present to answer questions about the report.
The program will take place at the Abraj Saba (Towers) Hotel on Ring 
Road at 9 AM.
Some analysts suggest that this discussion will focus on the controversial 
points that came in the report, but which the government had earlier 
denied. The Yemen Report on Human Rights Practices for 1999 focused on 
several issues, some which signaled negative developments, and some, in 
fact, indicated substantial progress compared to the previous records. The 
report, which was published in Yemen Times concentrated on torture, judi
cial corruption, child labor, women’s rights, and freedom of the press.
During the president’s visit to the USA, he mentioned that there was infor
mation provided by some opposition leaders who try to distort the image 
of Yemen. He emphasized that US staff members should seek information 
from government offices and compare the information to get a clearer and 
more faithful picture. The president even indicated that the US officials 
apologized for the false information that could have appeared in the report.

Committee to Protect Journalists Raises Press 
Oppression Issues During the Saleh-Clinton Meeting

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) urges U.S. presi
dent Bill Clinton to put press freedom high on the agenda for 
his meeting with Yemeni president Ali Abdullah Saleh in 
Washington tomorrow.
Since the end of Yemen’s civil war in 1994, the Yemeni gov
ernment has followed the repressive course of its regional 
neighbors by steadily restricting the extensive press freedoms 
granted to local journalists following the unification of north 
and south Yemen in 1990. Last year, the government carried 
out a number of punitive measures against journalists, includ
ing arrests, prosecutions, censorship, and acts of intimidation. 
This year has already seen new cases of censorship and harass
ment of local media. On February 22, a Sanaa court ordered 
the 30-day suspension of the opposition weekly Al-Wahdawi 
and permanently banned Al-Wahdawi journalist Jamal Amer 
from practicing journalism in Yemen. Amer had been charged 
with harming public interests, offending King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, and damaging relations between Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen, based on a report published on August 10, 1999. In 
this report he talked about an alleged power struggle within the 
Saudi royal family during the summer of 1999, and predicted 
that they would negatively affect the continuing Yemeni-Saudi 
border dispute. Both sentences have been suspended pending 
appeal.
In September 1999, the opposition weekly Al-Shoura was 
indefinitely closed by court order for allegedly printing two 
separate versions of the same edition in violation of the law. 
The newspaper accused state security agents of printing the 
second edition themselves as a subterfuge. In October, the 
opposition weekly Al-Haq was suspended for 30 days for run
ning an article that criticized administrative practices in south
ern Yemen. And on March 7, 2000, judicial authorities sum
moned the editor of the independent tri-weekly paper Al- 
Ayyam for questioning about Al-Ayyam’s published criticisms 
of authorities. He faces possible prosecution.
“The Yemeni government’s targeting of independent and 
opposition journalists shows a worrying indifference to press 
freedom,” said CPJ executive director Ann Cooper. “President 
Saleh's visit to Washington is the perfect opportunity for the 
Clinton administration to voice its concern about the deterio
ration of press freedoms in Yemen, particularly in light of 
efforts to improve bilateral relations in recent years.”

Complete annual report on page 6


