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It is unanimously
agreed by all the |
Yemeni viewers |
that the latest

Paramount
movie, “Rules of
engagement” is a
shame on
Hollywood, and
will continue to f
be considered a
monstrous movie
production for
years to come. The movie,
starring Tommi Lee Jones and
Samuel L. J has explicitly
degraded Yemenis, and

', brought disrepute to Yemen as

a country of armed terrorists
too dangerous to deal with

Special Edition!

without using heavy weapons
and artillery fire.

Here is a quote taken from the
producers about how it pic-
tured portraying Yemenis as
dangerous terrorists:

“When the Embassy of the

D. L E

RRESPONSIBLE MOVIE DEGRADING Y

USA in Yemen is sur-
rounded by a large crowd
of demonstrators, Col.
4 Terry Childers, USMC, is
(1 ordered to lead a squadron
{ of Marines to bolster secu-
rity at the embassy. He has
orders to evacuate the
ambassador and his family
if the situation turns vio-
lent. A few short hours
after Childers launches his
mission, the ambassador’s
safety is secured, but three of
Childers' men are dead, along
with more than the 80 Yemeni
men, women and children
killed by Marine gunfire.
Childers now faces a court-
martial for violating the rules

Several students have reported to

of engagement by

Islamic Groups: Intensified Activity to | kiine unarmes
Recruit Students to Fight in Chechnya

Similar requests and offers were | contending  the

civilians. He
denies the charge,

Yemen Times that they have been made to young Yemenis in | Protesters  were

asked to join an Islamic Jihad
group and travel to Chechnya to
participate in the holy Islamic rebel
fight against the so-called “Russian
occupation” of the Islamic republic
| of Chechnya.

Jihad, and that they will sponsor
our travel and living expenses once
they arrived in Chechnya.

More on Page 2

mosques in a confidential manner. | armed and had
They said the Islam is calling us for

s

i

opened fire on the Embassy.
But it appears that the govern-
ment has made the colonel the

fall guy for an ugly diplomatic |

crisis: the men who could have
testified on his behalf have
been killed in action, one of
the witnesses seems to be
lying, and the President’s
National Security Adviser
destroys evidence that might
help Childers’ case. Childers
refuses to go down quietly and
turns to his longtime friend,
Hays Hodges, to defend him.”
Several entertainment
reporters smell a racist mood
in the way the story has
unfolded. The film portrays
Yemenis as a people who call
for Jihad and indulge in killing
of Americans and foreigners
wherever they find them. It is
expected that strong protest to
the movie would continue and
intensify.

Complete report on P 7.
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Sana’a: (01) 268551, 249878

On  Wednesday

Memorial Ceremony for Ms. Wendy

A memorial ceremony in memory to
of Ms. Wendy Van Der Lubbe from
the Netherlands was held at the Wendy . who o
on  worked as the UN-AIDS coordina-
tor in Yemen since March 1999.

Ms. Wendy was found dead in her
car on Tuesday April 4 in mysteri-
ous circumstances. After the initial

Police ~ Academy Club
Wednesday, April 12.

The ceremony was attended by a
large number of people who came

condole the
demise of Ms.

i

investigations, it was found that she
was killed by her Yemeni husband
called Ali Al-Bahlooli for personal
problems between them. The Dutch

President Saleh will be leaving
for Tehran, on an official visit in
’ response to the invitation of
; ,‘ President Khal:_imi,

During his visit, President Saleh
will hold talks with the President  issues.

April 19,

relations, and

President Saleh Leaves for Tehran

Mohamed Khatami, the Supreme
Leader., Ayotallah Ali Khomaini,
and other senior Iranian officials.
Topics of discussion will include
ways of strengthening bilateral §

regional security

It is worth men-
tioning that this is
the first ever visit
of President Saleh

Republic of Iran.

Friendship Bridge Inaugurated

MAM Sk roosr

to the Islamic

embassy in Sanaa paid condolence
and expressed sympathy to her
bereaved family.

remote and rural

Discussion of US Human e in which vari-

ous human rights vio-

Rights Report on Yemen ssiors ae sia «

have occurred -some

¥ The open discussion meeting that took of which were reported in Yemen
¥ place last Tuesday morning in Hadda Times. The response of the embassy
{ Tower was concluded in Sana’a after was that it could not find enough
{ tense debate over the controversial information resources nor to contact

points of the report. Other discussions people regarding these incidents.

will be run in Aden and Taiz as well.

However, it hopes be able to_report

Among the main conclusions of the dis- them in its next year’s report, sources

cussion was the lack of coverage of added.

Moreon P 5

On Thursday, April 13, the
Friendship Bridge was inaugu-
rated nation by President Saleh,
in the presence of several gov-

ernment officials.
The bridge, located in the

crossroads of Zubairi and
Abdulmoghni  streets, is
expected to reduce the crowded
traffic at the crossroads.

The Bridge, covering an area of
1 sq km, is the first of its kind
in Yemen. It will enable 4 cars
to pass at the same time, 2 from
each direction. The Chinese
government presented the
bridge, which was built at cost

of more than 50 million Chinese

Yen, and gifted to Yemen as a
symbol of friendship and coop-
eration. The ones that would be
quite relieved by the successful
completion of the bridge would
be Taj Sheba Hotel, as they have
been waiting for the construction

to complete for so long.

Non-stop Progress of Yemen Times

Not Steps, but L

After reading the thousands filled questionnaires we real-
ize that we are on the right track. 95% of the readers
believe that the newspaper generally registered impres-
sive progress after the death of its beloved founder, Dr.
Abdulaziz Al-Sagqaf. There are some criticism regarding
the language, categorization, and other things. We assure
7| our readers that we have taken them seriously, and have
unleashed efforts to improve as much and as rapidly as
Happy to possible. After all, we are all human, and
Serve |some mistakes are natural to happen.

1Y Flight Schedule to destinations within Europe
FRANKFURT| SAT nE THL
Depit-SAH oe (L o001
LONDON LN WED
Decpi-SAH 25 1230
PARIS MON i
Diegn-SAH 1100 1100
HOME SAT TUE IHU
De-5aH

You/ |However, our increasing circulation and
readership motivates us and encourages us
lpSigais |10 continue to not only step forward, but
=mmjesi | leap forward to conform to international
ssesasosso | standards. Dear reader, keep in touch and
| witness the growth and progress yourself.
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Military %ending“l
Amounts to 70% Of The
State Total Debt
A recent study by the Yemeni Center
for Strategic Studies, headed by ex-
president Ali Nasser Mohammed has
revealed in absolute numbers the rapid
spread of poverty in Yemen. The study
expected that the number of the poor
would rise to 7 million, 48% of

Yemen's population, this year.

Yemen is one of the poorest countries
in the Mideast. About 10% of its pop-
ulation benefits from 40% of the
national wealth and revenues. The
average per capita in a year has
noticed a sharp fall from US$ 686 to
US$ 275 while the budget deficit for
1999 reached YRs 83 billion.

The study pointed out the increased
number of poor people in Yemen from
4 million in 1996 to 7,922,000 in
1999. This is even less than what the
ESCWA has recently reported as 47%
which is the highest in the Mideast and
Northern Africa. ' )
Yemen's external debts have amount-
ed to US$ 7,735 billion in 1999, mark-
ing an increase of about US$ billion in
one year. In a table showing where
debts go, the study came at the fact
that about 71% of the total debt was
spent on the military sector, while only
1,7% on the education sector and 4,3%
on the agricultural sector.

Residents of Dhalie,
Subject to Imprisonment
-~ by Authority

Chairman of the people’s committee
for solidarity in Dhalie Ameen
Mohammed Thabet said the idea of
founding the committee came out of
realizing of the volume of suffering
the inhabitants of Dhalie have been
suffering since the war of 1994,

In recent press statements Mr Thabet
has added that the war represented a
violation of the simplest criteria of cit-
izenship. It has at the beginning frozen
all business activities and seized prop-
erties and to be developed then to
chasing and imprisoning the sons of
Dhalie without any legal bases.

Mr Thabet confirmed that the main
conditions of the committee was that it
had to be popular in formation whose
major target was to establish solidarity
, taking into consideration not to adopt
programs of any of the political parties
and not taking directives from any of
them.

Al-Iryani Angry

Close sources have accused a number
of government members and the ruling
party of being behind the press cam-
paign against Dr. Al-Iryani that
accompanied the visit of a group of
Israelis to Yemen. Two journalists who
are very close to the government have
reported Dr. Al-Iryani meeting with
the Israeli tourists at his house, which
caused his anger. The same sources
added that Dr. Al-Iryani had asked a
well-known journalist to provide him
with the names of those who try to
hold him responsible for Yemeni-
Israeli relationship.

In a statement to the Middle East
newspaper Al-Iryani denied having
met with the Israeli tourists.
Moreover, he said that the visits of
Israelis to Yemen had been going on

'»-:af these o

_them a monthly salary Pf__ US $500in

since 1984 and that they would not
stop since they were not holding

Israeli passports.

Inmates Appeal To
Human Rights
Organizations

A number of inmates of Jahran prison
district, Dhamar governorate, have
sent an urgent letter of appeal to the
representative of human rights organi-
zation in Yemen complaining of their
suffering from bad health conditions
and maltreatment at the hands of
Jahran security administration.

In their letter of appeal the inmates
demanded the organization to pay a
visit to their prison to see its deterio-
rated too small building and its
unhealthy and disease-breeding condi-
tion.

The 20 appealing inmates, imprisoned
in one small room, said they were
being treated in a way worse than ani-
mals. They say they are treated with
severity and deprived of the simplest
attention a human being needs.

Changes in Securit’y
Apparatus in Sana’a
Yemen’s ministry of interior has
recently begun a large-scale changes
in high ranking security posts included
tens of police officers at 16b security
stations, replacing them by young
commanders from the Police Academy

graduates.

Yemen Times sources said the changes
came in response to sharp criticism
from Human Rights Organization
against some security men accused of
committing violations against some
citizens.

Interior minister Hussein Mohammed
Arab said in a meeting with security
commands that the said changes came
in implementation of the principle of
award and punishment and as a result
of a series of mistakes and violations
committed by former security com-
mands. He added that his ministry was
keen to make those changes as com-
prehensive in order to rectify security

conduct and practices.
New Qil Exploration Deals
in Yemen

An official at the Yemeni oil ministry
said Tuesday that a group of interna-
tional oil companies led by Occidental
Petroleum had signed an agreement to
explore for oil in Yemen'’s block 20, an
area located between the governorates
of Marib and Shabwa. Yemeni state-
owned and private companies are to
carry out initial studies and explo-
ration, investing an estimated amount
of $ 16 million.

Yemen is a petroleum producing coun-
try with a current output of around
390,000 barrels of crude per day.

Qatari Emir and
Iraq’s Vice President
Expected to Arrive in

Sana’a

The Emir of the State of Qater, His
Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khaleefa
Al Thanee and the Iragi Vice-
President Taha Yassin Ramadhan are
expected to arrive in Sanaa to to
attend Yemen's celebration of
Unification Day anniversary on May
22, Yemeni sources said Wednesday.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh who had

offer 5@&

sent invitations to all Arab heads of
state to attend the said celebrations
had earlier said he thought that the cir-
cumstances of sanctions imposed on
Iraq could not allow Iraq’s president
Saddam Hussein to attend the celebra-
tions.

Yemen that has only recently restored
normal relations with Kuwait, has
repeatedly called for ending the UN
sanctions imposed on Iraq since 1990-
1991 Gulf crisis.

Al-Esbo’o Newspaper
Chief Editor Attacked
An 8-man armed group attacked
Thursday 14 the house of Mr, Hassan
Al-Odayni, Chief Editor of Al-Esbo’o,
beating his nephew black and blue and
stole an attache case containing a sum
of money in addition to other things
from the house. The victim was taken

to hospital for treatment

The incident was reported to Criminal
Investigation Office and the Ministry
of Interior but no measures were taken
to arrest the 8 offenders. Instead of
that the victim was subject to interro-
gation for three times.

On his part the Deputy Minister of
Interior remarked that since the vic-
tim's age was 20 he was longer a
teenage and he could bear the assault.
Mr. Hassan Al-Odayni had last August
survived an assault and kidnapping
attempt and filed a charge against the
Minister of Interior. The primary court
gave a verdict in his favor but the min-
ister appealed the decision.

Tribal Fighting in
Khawlan Stopped
Mediators managed on Thursday to
stop a fighting between Al-Makhraf
district and Al-Ma’ayin district, who
belong to upper Yamaneen tribe in
Khawlan. The battle continued for
three days. One person was killed and

three others were injured.

Some mediators said the fighting was
caused by a single quarrel between
two persons of both tribes.

Sheik Khalid Mohammed Al-Ghairi,
sheik of Al-Yamaneen tribe, Khawlan
said that mediators reached an
armistice between the two parties to
avoid more problems. He pointed out
that there were some hidden hands
behind the fighting. They aim at creat-
ing tension within the tribe, especially
after the earlier kidnapping incident of
the Polish ambassador.

Israeli Visits To Yemen
Frozen

Israel has recently decided not to go
ahead in conducting visits to Yemen
after the latest of Islah’s leaders’ warn-
ings that the Israeli government
described as serious.

Israel’ retraction coincides with the
hopes of Yemeni leaders to have a
secure and peaceful atmosphere, espe-
cially during the celebrations of the
10th anniversary of unification.

Many parties, as well as outstanding
social figures have condemned the
visit and accused the Yemeni govern-
ment of beginning the normalization
course with Israel. On its part the gov-
ernment stated that people of Yemeni
origin have the right to come back
home as far as they do not hold Israeli

passports.

Yemeni Student Brutally
Beaten In India

A Yemeni student was brutally beaten
up by Indian security police during a
demonstration staged by Muslims in
New Delhi. Indian policemen broke
into the students’ apartments and beat
them with clubs.

The Yemen Times has received a letter
from the Yemeni victim who, at the
same time, informed the Yemeni
ambassador to India on the incident,
wondering about such practices.

Mrs. Assoswa Ambassador
To The Netherlands

The newly appointed ambassador to
the Netherlands Mrs. Amat Al-Aleem
Assoswa took constitutional oath
before the President Ali Abdullah
Saleh on Saturday. On the occasion,
Mrs. Assoswa expressed her happiness
to represent Yemen in the diplomatic
corps that had been confined to men.

A Republican decree to appoint Mrs.
Assoswa an ambassador of Yemen to
the Netherlands was issued last

Wednesday.
Gas Export Postponed
The government has recently

announced postponement of gas
exportation to 2004, canceling the pre-
vious date 2001. “The period was
needed for the company to clinch its
sale contracts for the Indian market,” a
source from the Yemen Gas Company
said.

Jean Paul Azalbert was quoted as
telling a recent energy conference in
Oman that the construction of gas
pipelines, and a liquefaction plant
would be announced at the end of this
month to be awarded in 2001.

The construction would take more
than 41 months before launching
exportation.

Yemen Gas Company revealed in
December 1998 that it aimed at sign-
ing an agreement with British Gas for
Pipavav with 2.65 million tons of gas
a year.

The Yemen Gas Company has gas
reserves of 10.2 trillion cubic feet
which is planned to be exported
through at least 25 years as well as to
be supplied for the domestic market of
Sanaa through another pipeline.

Post Graduate Studies
Fees Zoom
The Sana'a University Board issued
last weak a decision concerning fees
of post graduates studies. According to
the new decision, students should
afford all fees of their post graduate
studies which are estimated at YRs
750 thousand for Master students and
YRs 1 million for Doctorate students.
Academics and students protested
against the decision and regarded it as
disappointing and does not take into
consideration conditions of Yemeni
students.
A reliable source has told the Yemen
Times that the decision was agreed
upon on February 12, 2000.

Aden Receives 244 Tourists
Japanese ship, Aswaka, anchored at
Aden port, carrying aboard more than
422 tourists from different nationali-
ties on a tour of Aden.

“A number of tourist programs as well
as organized trips to tourist and
ancient sites have been planned to
receive tourists in Aden,” a source told
the Yemen Times in Aden indicating
that more tourists are expected to
arrive in Aden in the coming days.

Towards A Pollution-Free
Environment
More than 100 university teachers
from 7 Arab countries participated in
the first conference on Natural
Resources which took place on
Saturday at Taiz University. The con-
ference discussed issues related to the
protection of the environment, conser-

vation of natural resources, as well as |

prevention of careless use of water.

In his inaugurating speech, governor
Ahmad Al-Hajry highlighted the
importance of such a conference. On
behalf of the private sector, Mr.
Shawgi Ahmad Ha’el delivered a
speech in which he asserted the private
sector’s commitment to support the
environmental issues, as well as those

related to natural resources.

President of Taiz University Dr.
Abdullah Al-Sheibah also delivered a
speech in which he hailed the event as
a milestone in the history of the
University.

The conference which has adopted the
motto “Towards A Pollution-Free
Environment” will continue for over a
weak. An interesting sidelight of the
conference is organized visits to a
number of sites in the city.

Educational Meeting in
Aden

Under the motto “A Step Towards
Evaluating the Past”, General
Authority for Scientific Institutions
held an educational meeting in Aden.
The meeting took place at Al-Baihani
scientific institution hall, on last
Thursday, April 13, 2000. The meeting
was attended by directors of schools,
vice-directors of scientific institutions,
inspectors of Qur’an schools, and
more than 56 participants.

The General Manager of Scientific
Institutions, Mr. Abdulhakeim Hamid
Ahmed welcomed Mr. Waheed Ali
Rashid, Deputy Governor of Aden,
Mr. Salem Mughlas, General
Manager of Inspection Office at the
Ministry of Education, and all guests
who attended the meeting.

The participants discussed the papers
presented on this meeting that recom-
mended strategies for developing the
educational level of students and
ensuring qualitative and improvement
of scientific institutions.

Halaga Exhibition to Start
The Halaga Yemen is organizing an
exhibition in the Samsarat at
Mansurah, the National Arts Center in
the old city of Sana’'a. About 22
German artists will show their work
for the first time in Yemen. In May,
1999 the International Cultural Circle
(Halaga) organized Yemeni are exhibi-
tion in Aichach, in Germany. Further,
in December 1999 6 Yemeni artists
participated in art exhibition for a
month in Germany.

The exhibition will be open from 16-
26 April.

Training Course on
Science and Technology
A 5-day training course on using com-
puter in mathematics, co-sponsored by
Aden University of Science and
Technology and UNESCO, and
financed by Italian government started

April 15.

In the opening speech Mr. Abdulaziz
Habtoor, Assistant Rector of Aden
University pointed to the importance
of the course and to the benefit of its
technical side. He added that it will be
moving from the theoretical to the
practical work.

Official Source in Al-
Jifri's Office States:
"'Al-Jifri has no idea of
what has been reported in
the official media."

An official source in Al-Jifri's Office
stated that what has been reported
nowadays in the official media per-
taining to restoring Al-Jifri's estates
including his house inhabited current-
ly by the vice president, Abduh Raboh
Mansoor, is not at all true and that Al-
Jifri has no idea about what has been
said about the reported case concern-

ing his confiscated estates.

The same source confirmed that there
has never been a verdict passed to con-
fiscate his estates, nor there has been a
case filed. However, he said all his
estates were rather occupied illegally
since war 1994, He also added that he
has not received anything so far. One
of his son's houses, for instance, has
been taken to be used as a police sta-
tion while the other one is occupied by
a political security officer in Al-Baida.
The same source concluded his state-
ment saying that it will be a positive
step if the news of restoring this
estates is true.

Sony New Sales Center
Sony new sales center is going to be
inaugurated on April 23, 2000 in Taiz
city, Jamal Street in front of Himiar
Hotel There will be big sales reaching
for a month




Sheik Ameen Al-Ukaimi to Yemen Times

“Conflicts Between Al-Jawf’s Tribes Emanate from Political Disputes”

emen is suffering from

tribal disputes and kid-

napping incidents, both

of which have grave

effects on our country.
Sheik Ameen Al-Ukaimi is a Member
of Parliament for Al-Jawf governorate
and member of the Consultative
Council. He is also a member of the
Islah party . Sheik Ameen has asserted
that kidnapping of the American
expert Kenneth White was master-
minded by Al-Monkid Company
because some officials in the govern-
ment refused to settle its case. He also
said that the incidents of Marib and
Al-Jawf in July 1997, were a direct
result of the government’s declaration
of war against the citizens of these
governorates which aimed at silenc-
ing their protests against raising
kerosene prices. To shed light on this
serious matter of kidnapping and its
reasons and some other related issues,
Hassan Al-Zayedi of The Yemen
Times met Mr. Al-Ukaimi and filed
this interview.

Q: What are the biggest and most
important tribes living in Al-Jawf
governorate?

A: All the inhabitants of Al-Jawf are
tribesmen. There are many tribes liv-
ing in Al-Jawf, the largest of whom is
Dahma, and many other tribes branch
from it like Bani Nawf, Hamdan and
many others.

Q: Why are there continued wars
and conflicts between these tribes?
A: Conflicts between Al-Jawf’s tribes
result from political disputes. After the
eruption of 26 September revolution
Jawf’s tribes constituted a very big
striking force possessing all types of
weapons that pose threat to both
Yemeni and Saudi sides. This has led
to create seditions and wars among
them. What is occurring now is the
product of the current events in our
country whether by officials in the
government or by political parties.

In the past the family of Hameed Al-
Deen used to think that if the tribes-
men were educated that would pose a
danger threatening their rule. Now, the
politician say if these tribes calmed
down and got reconciled, that would
endanger their rule, which in my opin-
ion, is a wrong conclusion.

Q: What about the incidents of
Marib and Al-Jawf of 1997 between
civiians and army units where
more than 53 were killed? How you
feel about the clashes with army
units occurring every now and then
in Al-Jawf?

A: Most of the clashes between tribes-
men and the government are resulting
from suffering of tribesmen and their
unemployed youth as well as from the
misbehavior by some government
officials. As regards the 1997 inci-
dents, they resulted from the govern-
ment oppression of the citizens’
peaceful protests against the increase
of prices the government tried to
implement.

Q: What were the tribes’ requests
and what means were used to have
them met?

A: I was in London during that period,
but the means the tribes had used were
that they placed blocks on the main
roads against government vehicles by
uprooting trees and putting them
across the roads, in order to calm the
situation down so that nobody -not
even the media- would know about it;
The government declared war against
these tribes.

Q: Al-Jawf governorate is one of the
arable governorates where the civi-
lization of Himyar and Ma’aeen
were born. Many tourists come to
visit Al-Jawf. However the kidnap-
ping incidents may hamper tourism
prospects there. What’s your com-
ment on that and what measures do
you think should be followed to put
an end to them?

A: Al-Jawf has many arable lands and
lots of water springs. However, agri-
culture does not flourish in it as it
should be. The reason is that the gov-

ernment itself does not care much and
fights agriculture and farmers in the
governorate by following futile eco-
nomic policies.

As regards historical places, Al-Jawf
is famous for its ancient civilizations
and ruins like the cities of Barkeet,
Ma’aeen (the original city), Al-
Sawda’a, Al-Bayda’a and many other
cities. Unfortunately, the government
is not bearing its responsibility in tak-
ing care of these ancient cities. Now,
regarding the kidnapping phenome-
non, I consider it a phenomenon that
arises from inside the authority or as a
result of pressures against the govern-
ment from within itself. There are
cases when citizens express their
demands. Some of their demands
focus on paving a road or building a
medical unit or a school or even grant-
ing social security pensions. They
want through these ways to send a
message calling the attention of the
government to their needs.

Q: What about the kidnapping inci-
dent of the American expert
Kenneth White?

A: Sultan Al-Arada and [ were not
aware of the incident of kidnapping
the American expert White until we
were informed by the authority in
Sana’a. We had no idea of the identity
of the kidnappers till Sultan received a
phone call from the kidnappers and it
was then that the authorities in Sana’a
were informed. Therefore, as mem-
bers of the parliament we were
accused of being responsible for this
incident by some analysts and officials
because they do not have enough
information about the nature of the
incident although in reality they are
the actual people in charge. So, I
would like to assure that we only
knew about the incident after the news
came from Sana’a.

Q: Was Al-Monkid really responsi-
ble for White’s kidnapping? How
was the incident solved?
A:Basically, the incident was personal
and then it was politicized. Several
parties took part in triggering it. There
were tribal parties as well as Al-
Monkid company. The tribes, on the
one hand think that their internal dis-
putes are not paid due attention by the
government to settle them Al-Monkid
company wanted to press the govern-
ment to settle its issues. I have learnt
that the company had for some months
before the kidnapping incident drawn
a plot to execute the incident. It had
then put it into action it by using per-
sons from Ma'areb and Al-Jawf.

Q:What details do you know about
the mediation to release the kid-
napped?

A: As I have said earlier, Sultan was:
told by telephone about the demands
of the kidnappers. Then, we received
the American expert and handed him
over to Sana’a after reaching an agree-
ment with them. As for mediation for
solving the company’s issue, I believe

that the president, vice president and
Sheik Abdullah Al-Ahmar are
engaged as a commission for dis-
cussing it; Undoubtedly they would
find a solution.

Q: Was the motives of the kidnap-
ping to retrieve the rights of Al-
Monkid Company?

A: Yes, that was a clear demand from
them and it was discussed in a meeting
with Sheik Abdullah Bin Hussein Al-
Ahmar. This took place before the
release of the American expert, but
then things developed to separate the
kidnapping incident from their case.

Q: People look at citizens of Al-Jawf
as kidnappers and highwaymen and
that Al-Jawf is a stronghold for
them; What is your comment?

A: I would like to clarify that stealing
cars and kidnapping incidents are
means through which citizens to
cause more troubles for the govern-
ment. It is the authorities who passed
its problems to Al-Jawf, but as for the
people of Al-Jawf, they honor nobility,
dignity and are famous for generous
hospitality.

Q: Is it true that Al-Jawf has
become a location for car stealing
gangs? And are they merely inhabi-
tants of Al-Jawf or do they come
from other governorates as well?

A: Yes, that is true. However, those
gangs come from all governorates like

Sana’a, Marib, Aden and others as
well. This is an outcome of unemploy-
ment and deteriorated economic con-
ditions.

Q: Is it also because Al-Jawf is situ-
ated close to Yemeni borders and
due to continuous accusations
against its residents?

A: Residents of Al-Jawf and Marib are
not agents to anybody and the real

agents are inside the authorities and
the proofs are many and clear.

Q: We notice that Al-Jawf area is a
deserted governorate that lacks
many public services. Why? What is
your role as a parliament member?
A: It is clear that Al-JTawf governorate
is neglected and this is the govern-
ment’s policy. They do not want the
inhabitants of Al-Jawf to be educated.

Moreover, they do not get equal treat-
ment in employment. They are
deprived of senior posts. firm that
Bedouins are the genuine Arabs.There
are many educated persons from Al-
Jawf qualified for such posts.
However, they are blamed to be
Bedouins. I would like to confirm that
Bedouins are the genuine Arabs.

Continued on page 4
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A: Yes, that would have solved so
many problems. However, the gov-
ernment does not want to do that. 1
believe that our people here are more
qualified since they have better
knowledge of the traditions and cus-
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Q: Does this mean that officials in
Al-Jawf cannot deal with the resi-
dents of Al-Jawf?

A: Yes, these officials are not aware
of the ftraditions and habits of the
inhabitants and therefore they cannot
deal with them. How can they do so
when they are not even familiar with
the dialect of the people there?

Q: What is your task as a parlia-
ment member in providing public
services for the government?

A: Our job is to spare not a single
effort to end the clashes and disputes
between tribes. We are also attempt-
ing to provide education and health
facilities in the governorate.
Unfortunately, the government is
exercising an unethical policy against
the citizens of Marib and Al-Jawf.

Q: Being one of the main Sheikhs
and a parliament member, do you
meet with the president and inform
him about your needs and prob-
lems?

A: Of course, we meet sometimes

" with the president and officials in the

government and inform them about
our problems and the ways there are
to be solved. However, this has led us
to nowhere because there is not an
honest will from the government to
do anything in this regard.

Q: As Sheikhs, do you try to solve
the problem between tribes and
does the government help you in
this?

A: I frankly say that the government
only helps when this would in a way
or another serve its interests.
However, if there was problem
regarding the rights or disputes of the
tribes, the government creates other
problems, and puts hindrances

sheikhs do something to end it?

A: Many of the Sheikhs are subject
to pressures and threats of losing
their personal interests. Moreover,
there are still some people who are
weak and those are used to ignite
problems and this as I said is the pol-
icy.

Q: Nowadays, we can observe
many young men who have man-
aged to survive these problems and
come to the capital to pursue their
education, but they soon get killed?
What is the reason behind this?

A: T would like to say again that offi-
cials in the government have taken
the share of Al-Jawf’s civilians jobs
and scholarships. At the end of the
year they send their sons to Al-Jawf
so they would get the scholarships. In
addition, those who want to pursue
their education in the capital either
get killed in front of his college or in
the capital’s streets. We can take for
instance what happened to Bin Al-
Kadi who was killed in front of the
Medicine Faculty and Bin Al-Aradah
and Bin Ka’alan who were murdered
in front of the Police Faculty.

The government cannot provide safe-
ty for those students even in Sana’a.
It is probably because officials do not
want people of Marib and Al-Jawf to
be educated because they are known
to be smart and to always secure the
first rank in their colleges and uni-
versities. These officials would like
to save all government positions for
their sons and they fear that if there
were educated people from this gov-
emnorate, they would be forming a
potential danger to the government.
Finally, I would like to thank the
Yemen Times for publishing the truth
always without fear of any party or
running after a personal interest.



US Human Rights Report on a Public Discussion

Human rights violations are a stigma
in countries claimed to be democratic.
It is this violation that has been block-
ing the establishment of the civil soci-
ety.

Unfortunately, human rights are no
more than files kept in drawers of the
International organizations while
many repressive activities are prac-
ticed by repressive governments.

The file of Human rights in the Arab
world in general, and in Yemen in par-
ticular presents the worst images of
suppression and freedoms constraint.
This can be easily shown through how
the state's establishments perceive
democracy, as well as through the
mechanism of decision-making.

In the public discussion held recently
by the American Embassy on the
Yemen Report on Human Rights, Mr.
Steven Walker made clear some of the
important points mentioned in the
report and -answered the questions
raised by the attendants.

Mr. Walker highlighted the steps the
report has gone through before its last
version with taking into consideration
the Yemeni officials' views. However,
political sources are of the view that
the American report on Human rights
in Yemen contains less than what
should really appear.

Steven Walker statement:

The human rights report was begun in
the Carter administration, in the mid
1970s. At that time human rights
became an important focus of the US
foreign policy. During the mid 1970s,
Congress mandated required that the
Department of State write a report on
the human rights situation of all coun-
tries in the world every year. The pur-
pose for the report is to provide
Congress with more information
about different countries in the world.
Congress is based to make the alloca-
tions for humanitarian assistance and
overseas the foreign affairs. Here in
Yemen, the United States and Yemen
are engaged in a very lively dialogue
on democratization and human rights.
Our report forms the basis for this dia-
logue every year. The US views itself
as a partner with Yemen on democra-
tization and human rights. On a per-
sonal level, I have to tell you that my
job is fascinating because my job is to
try to understand and watch the dia-
logue as Yemen emerges into a demo-
cratic country. The Yemeni politics
and society are a complex, not easy to
be understood, but very interesting.
Compiling the process of writing the
human rights report every year is one
piece of my effort and the embassy’s
effort of trying to understand Yemen.
Regarding the preparation of human
rights report | talked to a wide variety
of people. 1 talked to government offi-
cials, members of the opposition, and
all groups in the opposition. 1 also
spoke to human rights activities and
journalists. My desire is to speak with
people who are anti-government, pro-
government, and people who are rela-
tively neutral. The idea behind that is
so at the end of the process I have a
reasonable idea. My goal in writing
this year report and the next year
report is to be as balanced, objective,
and neutral as possible. We will iden-
tify problems and call attention to vio-
lations of human rights and try to be
as accurate as possible. We will also
report in this report on the progress
that the Yemeni government has
made. That is, we will make sure that
the government gets credit for the
progress it has made. The report is
designed to be an assessment, not
something just to criticize. The impor-
tant point is that there are no politics
behind the report. We get the instruc-
tions from the Congress which are the
same instructions either here, in
China, Canada, or Rwanda, etc. The
final report that you get is the product
of the input from the embassy, and the
Human Rights Bureau of the State
Department. Just as I have my sources
so the officials in the Human Rights
Bureau have their sources. So, in July,
we receive and all embassies receive a

set of detailed lengthy instructions.
One of the reasons that they are
detailed is that both the Department of
State and the Congress want to avoid
the accusations that the report is polit-
ical. So what happens is that I write
my draft and then send it to the State
Department and the Human Rights
Bureau will look at it and review it.
Then, they send it back to us, after
editing it. Next, we will look at it and
check these changes to see which ones
are appropriate and which ones are
not. After that, we send it back to the
State Department which will check
the report again. They may agree on
some points and on some others may
not. However, we insist on some
points that they are the right ones.
Therefore, it is just like being bargain-
ing. Then, the final report is issued
and it represents the agreement of the
Embassy and the Bureau of Human
Rights in the Department of State.
One thing I did not mention in the
process is that this year, for some but
not all of the new things in the report,
I discussed and drafted them to Khalid
Al-Akwa at the Supreme National
Committee for Human Rights. I did
not give everything, but a good many.
My intention on doing this was to say
here is what we have “How does the
government feel about this?” Perhaps
there are mistakes, or exaggerations,
or perhaps 1 have some information
but not all of it. What Mr. Akwa did is
that he met with different members of
the government concerned and dis-
cussed these violations. For example,
some of these violations belonged to
the press, so he went to the Ministry of
Information and so forth. Mr. Akwa
convoked a group of representatives
from different ministries and they dis-
cussed them. Then, we met with Mr.
Khalid Al-Akwa, and discussed the
committees’ and government’s reac-
tions. Some of the changes he sug-
gested, I accepted while some others I
did not accept. One of the reasons on
describing this process here is that
there is nothing secret or mysterious
about the process of human rights
report. I told the same thing to people
in the opposition, to people in the gov-
ernment and to human rights activists
so that they give me their views or
examples of problems or violations of
human rights. I told each side that I
will discuss their stories confidential-
ly with the other parties.

The last note | would say on the prepa-
ration of the report is that we need
your input. | mentioned before that |
have met with some of you, and others
I hope to meet with, but everyone here
and people anywhere in Yemen con-
cerned with human rights should
please feel free to come and talk with
me.

There are numerous examples of spe-
cific human rights violations, and
some examples of improvements, but
the two main human rights problems
in Yemen are first problems of judici-
ary, and the second is that security
forces often are not held accountable.
I point out here that although I am
talking about problems in Yemen,
Yemen is not alone in having these
problems. Human rights is an issue in
every country including the United
States. The first problem in judiciary
is of corruption. Often times, unfortu-
nately, judges can be bribed to decide
in favor of one side. There are also
instances of governmental interfer-
ence in judiciary system. Although,
we know it is not government policy
to do this, but some members of the
government are doing that. Many of
the judges are also poorly trained. As
for the issue of accountability in the
security forces, unfortunately, in many
cases when human rights violations
are made public, the security officials
responsible for them are not prosecut-
ed. And again torture is not a govern-
ment policy, but it still takes place.
The same problem with arbitrary
arrest. The main point that I would
like to make is that the goal is not to
have a perfect human rights record.

That is impossible. What is possible is
to have a mechanism, so that when
human rights abuses take place, the
violators are punished, the justice is
served and the citizens have legal
recourse, when they have a problem
that they can get it solved. It is essen-
tial that citizens have faith in their
security forces and police. I would
like to offer a personal comment and
observation from my discussions with
Yemenis. This comment is that there
seems to be a difference in political
culture. Usually, in the United States
when a human rights violation occurs,
raising the issue in public, prosecuting
the guilty people, and having those
who are responsible accountable for
that is seen as a sign of strength of the
system. In the Arab political culture,
there seems to be some shame associ-
ated, and so the desire is not to make
that accountability public. In my view
identifying and fixing this process is a
sign of strength. As you know, for
example, two years ago in New York
city 4 or 5 police men detained a per-
son from Haiti, and they mistreated
him. They beat him, and with apolo-
gies to the ladies present here, he was
raped with a stick. That was an
extremely terrible case of human
rights violation in New York city. The
police officers responsible for this
violation were brought to trial, found
guilty and sentenced to jail. That
strengthened the fact that the police
department could isolate and prose-
cute the bad people and that showed
that most of the police officers respect
human rights and are good police offi-
cers. The fact that the victim was
black and the guilty were white creat-
ed a public debate in the United States
and especially, in New York about
whether police officers treat the black
people differently than white people.
That is a very controversial topic in
the United States. But the fact that the
public is talking about this and that the
police is  criticized is a sign of
strength and healthiness, not a sign of
weakness.

My final comments are as follows:
The first, there are many Yemenis who
are very interested and committed to
democracy and human rights. Several
people have talked to me at length
already about the report. A criticism
that has emerged of the report is that
the political and social system of
Yemen is very complex, very difficult
and to understand it, it requires a
greater analysis, a deeper treatment.
You cannot really accurately describe
Yemen in a report just this long. That
criticism is true, I think you could
write a book every year about human
rights and democratization in Yemen
dealing, for example, with the influ-
ence of tribe in Yemen, of religion,
and that of Yemeni tradition.
Unfortunately, the report that we need
to submit every year has to be limited
in length. I should mention for those
of you who are interested in the State
Departments’ human rights reports in
other countries besides Yemen that if
you want to compare between what is
happening here and outside Yemen,
these reports are on the internet. The
State of Department has a web page
called US department of state and all
the reports are there.

Secondly, one of the things I have
sometimes heard in various discus-
sions or meetings of human rights is
that the focus on human rights and
democracy is a Western input, some-
thing strange and foreign for the Arab
society or that human rights is Zionist
propaganda. I am not an expert on
Islam, but I have read some parts of
Qura’an and Hadith. I have also talked
to religious experts and Moslems and
lived in several Islamic countries. I
have found personally that the idea
that human rights are either foreign to
Islam or that Moslems are not con-
cerned with human rights is just false
and offensive. There are certain differ-
ences between some aspects of
Islamic law and some aspects of inter-
national human rights law, but, in gen-

eral, I have found in Moslem religious
practice an emphasis on brotherhood,
justice and on respect for the things
that we would consider human rights.
For those in the Arab society that
would say that the Arabs should not be
concerned with human rights, [ would
say that they are wrong. The final
comment I have is that, as I have said
earlier, the US views itself as a partner
with Yemen. Yemeni democracy will
be and should be different from
American democracy, just as British
democracy is different from US
democracy. Your input is important to
us, whether that input is through par-
ticipation in group meetings like this
or individually.

Yemen Times question:

Q: Many observers see that the
report focused on violations that
took place in Sana’a. Will this be
the case in future reports?

A: This is a good comment. It is unin-
tentional that there are many viola-
tions in Sana’a. I will be open as I
travel more around the country to
hearing about violations and improve-
ments all over the country. I urge
everyone to provide me with informa-
tion.

The Embassy does not have an infor-
mation gathering mechanism. We
have no organization to go out and get
information. Mr. Steven Walker
makes some visits outside Sana’a
when he has time. Therefore, you
must provide information because we
have no mechanism to do it.

Ahlam  Abdulrageeb  Salam,
Chairman of child and mother
department at Saba Information
Agency, managing editor of Al-Ehya
Al-Alamia

Q: What are the standards that you
depend on when writing the report?
The report did not come up with
information about women issue and

the hurdles they face. so what are
the basis of this information? Have
you launched field survey and visit-
ed jails to see their conditions there?
and have you also reflect their suf-
fering in the practical as well as
political life?

A: First, there are a variety of sources
to collect information. One such
sources, for example, is that I take
Yemen Times where I come to read an
article about torturing a person in a
prison. This will show that there is
some kind of a violation. So, I proper-
ly call and ask him to give me more
details about this. Then, I would con-
tact perhaps Khalid Al-Akwa, or any
other person who could give me more
information. I may also contact some
officials at the prison. I may also ask

P
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about his event in social sessions
“Makyal”. At the end, I would look at
all the information I had and make the
best assessment possible. This is, an
example, on how can I collect infor-
mation. But the very nature of human
rights problems, you cannot have a
document with a perfect prove, so you
have to do the best you can.
Regarding women, one of the things I
would hope to focus for the coming
next year’s report is to focus on issue
of women on prisons.

The issue of women in Yemen is a
very big and important issue. It has
limited space in the report. However,
I think that some of the changes we
have made in this year’s report on the
section of women have made it a bit
more accurate.
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mbroidery of national
popular clothes is an art
and profession in Yemen,

communicated through

successive generations.
One of the factors that helped the
spread of this profession is the diffi-
culty to find other job opportunities, a
matter which forced some sections of
our people to turn to practice of this
craft.
Despite huge development in clothes
industry, a great number of Yemenis
are still clinging fast to the handicraft
of clothes embroidery. Markets are
rich with products of this artifact,
reflecting cultural traditions rich with
historical and social meanings of
Yemeni generations who have not
departed from their popular handi-
craft.
Hand weaving profession in Yemen is
one of the genuine crafts that has
become a popular industry depended
upon by thousands of families for their
livelihood. One remarkable thing is
that the new embroidered products
have been given new names and deco-
rations while preserving of their tradi-
tional features, mixed with a sense of
modernity.

In an attempt to preserve these handi-
crafts, the government has adopted a
small loans project to revive these
crafts and compensate people for lack
of job opportunities and ultimately to
limit unemployment. The project
received support from the World Bank
and donor countries, especially
Holland, amounting to $ 9 million.

A number of sewing and embroidering
centers were established in different
villages to help women earn liveli-
hood and at the same time preserve
this valuable handicraft.

Artisans are intent to apprentice their
sons and daughters on the basics of
hand weaving including adorning
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clothes with certain symbols repre-
senting natural surroundings, planets,
stars, names of God, verses from the
Holy Qura'an, prayers to God, etc.

The implementation of the National
Center for Protection and

Development of Handicrafts in Sana'a
is really a timely step forward to pro-
tect our heritage and history. The cen-
ter provides training in various kind of
richly embroidered costumes combin-
ing artistry and social traditions.

Women have actually excelled them-
selves in this art for they find it a way

of expression of their sensitive feel-
ings and latent talents.

Interestingly, some social beliefs are
associated with wearing these hand-
made clothes; for example, in some

villages the bridegroom has to wear a
waistcoat, most often in black and
white. This is actually very important,
especially in some families in the old
city of Sana'a who believe that such
costumes emphasizes the bride-
groom's strength and capability to
breed children and live happily with

CONDOLENCE

The Royal Netherlands Embassy at Sana’a herewith
expresses the great shock with which it received

the news of the death, and the violent circumstances
leading to this death, on 3 April 2000 of

Ms. Wendy van der Lubbe (1973-2000)

Wendy’s funeral took place in IJsselstein,
on Tuesday, 11 April 2000

Wendy worked in Sana’a as UN-Aids coordinator
under the UNDP-program in Yemen. she was very
dedicated to her work and to helping the people of
Yemen, which was highly appreciated by all who
worked with her. She was known for her
enthusiasm for her work and for Yemen. She loved
living and working here. She was an ambitious
young Dutch woman, with a lot of plans for the future.

The Embassy wishes Wendy’s family and friends,
but especially her mother, all the strength which is

needed to deal with this immense loss.

Condolence messages and correspondence can be addressed through the

the Netherlands,

Netherlands Embassy at Sana’a, PO Box 463

his wife. Therefore, this costume was
commonly called "Yalak" meaning
waistcoat.

In the West of Yemen, Tehamah, for
instance, bridegrooms prefer to wear a
cap commonly referred to as a

"Khawzaran". It is made of palm
leaves and is embroidered with some
colorful threads that bestows on the
wearer a magnificent beauty.

There are special costumes for old
people as well; for example, there are
special robes to be put on their shoul-
ders in religious as well as social cere-

monies. Such costumes lend on old
people a sense of reverence.

There are many types of such cos-
tumes made for me, most popular of
which is "Zanah" meaning a brocade.

It is an embroidered garment made of
silk with golden threads ornamenting
sides of the garment.

This garment has assumed different
textures in different parts of Yemen;
for example, in many workshops in
Sana'a, this garment takes a circular
shape covering the lower part of

in Yemen

man's body.

In Hadramout it takes the same shape
and is referred to as "Ma'awaz". In
other places it is called "Fotah".

In fact, each part of Yemen has been
famous for a special craft that its peo-
ple are skilled at.

In general, most of the those practic-
ing these handicrafts import silk from
Iran. Most of them use traditional
tools made of wood; in addition to
imported weaving and embroidery
equipment.

Visitors to such markets are much
impressed to see such hand-made
products by women, who are usually
skilled at embroidery, particularly
brides' clothes. Most of the embroi-
dery are made to match beauty of
nature, You can see, for example,
some bees that have been magnificent-
ly woven to indicate the honey moon.
However, embroidery vary from one
area to another.

There are also different women’s
dresses, for example, there is the
Sana'ani veil, dress, nightdress, pan-
talets which have lots of embroidery at
the bottom.

In some areas of Yemen there is a
belief that the bride and the bride-
groom have to wear costumes on
which names of God and verses from
the Holy Qura'an have been embroi-
dered which would protect them from
envy. The bride does also wear some
gold as well as silver jewelry.
Silk-made carpet industry is one of the
common handicrafts in Yemen. Most
often one finds that these carpets are
embroidered with religious and histor-
ical verses that perfectly match the
furniture of traditional houses.
Therefore, preserving these handi-
crafts has become an important issue
not only to maintain and sustain
livelihood of those working in this
profession but also to boost tourism
industry in our country. Thus, the gov-
ernment as well as donor countries
should give such crafts the attention
needed to keep them alive.

Aden Exhibition and
Conference for Construction

hile preparatmns fOr the
forthcoming Aden
Exhibition for Construction

scheduled to be held from 24 to.29 of
April, 2000, are in swing, Yemen
Times met with Mr. Nabeel Ghanim,
General Manager of al-Ghanim
Corporation, sponsor and organizer of
the exhibition to know this perspec-
tive:

“We are shortly going to finish the
preparation for Aden Exhibition for
Construction. There will also be a
conference for construction on April
25. Four papers will be discussed in
that conference. I shall present one of
those papers in which I talk about the
importance of construction. I would
like to mention here that we delayed
this exhibition because the hall was
busy. I thank the Minister of
Reconstruction and those who cooper-
ated with us in the matter of prepara-
tions for this exhibition. I also appre-
ciate companies that understood the
importance of organizing this exhibi-
tion, which is considered as the first of
its kind in Yemen. every thing is going
quite well as planned.

In view of the progress that Aden is
witnessing, and due in the back drop

of Aden being a Free Zone, we are
going to organize this exhibition to
give a chance to construction compa-
nies and those who are specialized in
this field to display their products and
market them. On the other hand, this
is also a chance to importers to take
stock of the latest additions in this sec-
tor. We are satisfied for what we have
done, and we hope to achieve all that
in foreseeable future.

There are 31 local and foreign compa-
nies that are expected to participate in
this exhibition. There are still some
vacant places to be the opportunity to
put up their stalls.

We face many problems and obsta-
cles. One of problems crops up
because of some people who do not
realize the significance of such exhibi-
tions. Although there are no exhibition
halls in Aden. There are a number of
dynamic companies that help us to
sort out the problem. We have a plan
to organize seven such exhibitions
during this year.

Embassy of India
Sana’a

Notice
The new telephone and

are as follow:

fax
numbers of the Embassy of India
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AJC & Refrigeration Mechanic

5-Star standard Chef
Restaurant waiters
Experienced Health Club supervisor.

Conditions:

Telephone No. 508084 0:A-AL il
508085 Raghods
Fax No. 508105 BaAbab gl
VACANCIES B
o
The Universal Group of Companies is seeking experienced ‘ﬁ%ﬁ
crew to join one of its hotels, specifically, to fill the Universal
following posts: Group of Companies

*  Engineers / Technicians in the Group's chain of hotels
located in Taiz, Marib, and Hadhramaut.
»  Chief Accountant, experienced in hotel accounting

Hotel equipment technician (Elec.Mech.)
Laundry worker (experienced in Dry Cleaning)

*  All applicants should be able to read/write in both Arabic/English languages.
»  Ages of applicants should range between 25-45 years.

All CV’s / references to be mailed (not later than 25/4/2000) to:
General Manager - Universal Hotels
Universal Group of Companies
P. O. Box 18226
60 m St. - Sana’a

Or deliver documents to the General Managerof Universal Travel Office in Taiz
(Gamal St.)




Demonstrations Apprehended in Chicago and Washington

against “Rules of Engagement”, the Movie Intimidating Yemenis

n sharp reaction to the release of
the movie, the American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
(ADC) launched a campaign
movie and asked honorable
Arabs and Yemenis to participate in the
demonstrations against the film in the
USA. Here we publish the complete
message of the ADC:
“ADC is asking its members and sup-
porters to organize local demonstra-
tions against the new Paramount film
“Rules of Engagement,” one of the
most racist anti-Arab films ever made
by a major Hollywood studio. ADC'’s
analysis of the film can be read on
ADC’s website at
http://www.adc.org/action/2000/11apri
1b2000.htm.  Demonstrations have
already taken place in Chicago on
Saturday and others are scheduled to

ADC's website (www.adc.org)

take place in Washington, DC next
week. ADC urges everyone to join in

the effort of making sure that
Paramount does not release such a film
without serious and significant opposi-
tion and condemnation. We should
make sure that this film, which was the
top grossing movie last weekend earn-
ing $15 million, is thoroughly and
utterly exposed and denounced.

ADC has created a sample flyer, which
will be available on our website
<http://www.adc.org> as a formatted
PDF file for downloading and printing.
This flyer should be handed out during
any demonstrations to all bypassers. It
is also reproduced below in plain text.
For help in organizing protests, issuing
press releases, or local contact infor-
mation please contact ADC National
Office. Please also note the outrage of
numerous critics whose
denunciations of the
racism in “Rules of
Engagement” are present-
ed below.

ADC sample flyer on

“rules of engagement”:
“Rules of Engagement”

promotes Anti-Arab
Racism
Paramount Pictures new
film, “Rules of
Engagement,” sets a new

low for anti-Arab racism and defama-
tion. It stands out even among the crop
of Hollywood movies in recent years,
many of which, including *“True Lies”
and “The Siege” were highly offensive,

ture, that depict all Arabs, men, women
and children, as the inherent, irrational
and implacable terrorist enemy of the
United States. These are indeed the

images that lead to the high incidence

pletely in the right, and that all the
sympathy we bestowed was mistaken
because they are all evil, lying creeps
who for some ungodly and of course
irrational reason hate our guts.

as particularly relentless and
vicious in its negative portrayal
of Arabs and Arab culture.
Indeed, “Rules of Engagement”
can only be considered in the
same light as other films whose
purpose is to deliberately and
systematically vilify an entire
people, such as “Birth of a
Nation” and “The Eternal Jew.”
While the film contains countless
negative portrayals of Arabs,
sympathetic or positive images

Nothing can redeem this film’s
deep immorality.” - Peter
Brunette, Film.com “What distin-
guishes “Rules” is its use of xeno-
phobia to bolster its legal argu-
ments, and presumably tap audi-
ence’s deep-seated prejudice.

... The movie paints Muslims as
bloodthirsty  villains plotting
unspeakable violence against the
United States. In other words, even
if they had been unarmed, Col.
Childers should have mowed ‘em

of Arabs are easy to list: there are
none. There is not even the sem-
blance of an effort to balance the
negative images with anything
positive or even neutral.
Offensive material in “Rules of
Engagement” includes:

Repeated portrayals of Arab
children as hateful, vicious and
murderous. These children are
shown several times shooting
guns at the film’s US Marine pro-
tagonists and shouting curses.

- The portrayal of Yemeni socie-

ty as an anti-American mob just
waiting to erupt at any second.
The images of Arabs in the film
are solely stereotypical - veiled
women, men in headscarfs and all
shouting fanatical, angry slogans
and firing automatic weapons at a
peaceful US embassy.

- Everyone in Yemen is complic-
it in the anti-American violence.

Witnesses lie. The police lie.
Doctors lie. Everyone in Yemen
lies. Meanwhile, the streets are
literally strewn with cassette
tapes calling, again without any
apparent reason, for “all good
Muslims™” to kill any and all
Americans they can find. Yemen,
we are assured, is a “breeding
ground” for terrorists.

- Needless to say, this is a
grotesque defamation and com-
plete distortion of Yemeni society.
But for most Americans who see
it, “Rules of Engagement” will
contain the most “information”
about Yemen that they will ever
receive in an hour and a half, and
possibly in an entire lifetime. Why
Paramount chose Yemen for this outra-
geous exercise in national character
assassination and slander, apart from
the fact that it is an Arab country,
remains a complete mystery.

- Paramount refused to cooperate with
Arab-American organizations that
attempted to set up a constructive dia-
logue on the film in the months before
its release. ADC first contacted
Paramount with concerns about “Rules
of Engagement” in January, but
received no cooperation. In retrospect,
it is easy to understand why Paramount
stonewalled all attempts at dialogue
and refused even the elementary cour-
tesy of a pre-release screening. It is
because this movie is absolutely inde-
fensible in its portrayal of Arabs and
Arab culture.

We protest “Rules of Engagement”
because these are the images that
define the Arab as the quintessential
“other” in contemporary American cul-

of hate crimes against Arab Americans,
that produce airport profiling, that have
led to the use of secret evidence in

American courts, that make the every-
day lives of Arabs in the United States
much more difficult and dangerous.

Many critics are appalled by the racism
of this film:

“It’s downright offensive. ... Positioned
emotionally by the film to identify with
the put-upon jarheads, the audience
they saw the film cheered when the
Marines slaughtered the civilians. ...
The Arab demonstrators, as usual, are
portrayed as vicious, wild-eyed mani-
acs who dare stand up to the cold effi-
ciency of the Marine Corps we're
meant to

admire (even a Yemeni doctor who
later testifies against Childers is shown
to be an utter liar), but for a while we
also see them as the apparently inno-
cent victims of Childers’ wrath.
Halfway through, though, we come to
understand that we were totally wrong
about that as well, Childers is com-

down
anyway.” - Steve Murray, Cox
News Service “At its worst, it's
blatantly racist, using Arabs as car-
toon-cutout bad guys, and unrealis-
tic in its depiction of a conflict in
the Middle East.... Why is the
embassy in danger? What has hap-
pened? Who are the people rioting?
We never know, but we do know
this: Those pesky, dark-eyed peo-
ple in Arab dress, holding protest
signs, have become international
shorthand for ‘terrorist bad guys.’
You're tempted to wonder what
the filmmakers had in mind. “Oh,
it's the Middle East,” you imagine
{ them saying. “There’s always
something going on. Let’s just
make up some generic crises and
toss a few hundred cliches at it.” -
Paul Clinton, CNN

“..an angry Arab mob is for the

ient and clichéd villains hostile to
our way of life. While the mob is
chanting untranslated slogans like-
ly to be variants of the traditional
“death to the spineless, running
dogs of American imperialism”
and aiming bullets and Molotov
cocktails at the poorly defended
embassy...”

- Kenneth Turan, LA Times

“Friedkin also risks accusations of
racism. Little attempt is made to
humanize Yemeni people. On
screen, except for a doctor and a
one-legged girl on crutches, they
are stock villains, human cattle
ready for herding and slaughter to
demonstrate the right and might of the
U.S. policeman’s role.” - Burce
Kirkland - Toronto Sun

“What if the Americans really do lack
an understanding of Arab culture?

— the drama ultimately retreats to
safer, duller, more illogical and more
reactionary impulses and stereotypes.”
- Lisa Schwarzbaum, Entertainment
Weekly

“Seems the Yemenis are upset about
the U.S. presence in the Persian Gulf.
That’s all we know, and director
William Friedkin and screenwriter
Stephen Gaghan seem to believe that
that’s all we need to know, since, you
know, we’re talking about Arabs here.
The words ‘terrorists” and ‘jihad’ are
tossed in to reinforce the stereotype.” -
Austin- American Statesman

“Little attempt is made to humanize
Yemeni people. On screen...they are
stock villains, human cattle ready for

umpteenth time serving as conven- *

herding and slaughter to demonstrate
the right and might of the U.S. police-
man’s role.” - Toronto Sun

“the continuing scandal of
Hollywood’s Arab-bashing smells to
high heaven, but this film manages to
stun nonetheless.” - New York Press

“The biggest question — one, inciden-
tally, which Rules certainly never asks
— is what those demonstrators outside
the embassy were upset about in the
first place.” - Mike Ward, PopMatters

We, at Yemen Times, received several
letters condemning the movie. We also
witnessed a lot of messages posted on
our Internet Website (www.yemen-
times.com/bbs) referring to it.

Here we publish a letter we received
from an American living in the
Chicago - USA:

“Why was Yemen singled out in
“Terms of Engagement”?

It is obvious the filmmakers chose
Yemen because it is a country that
refuses to bend to US foreign policy
dictates in the Middle East. It has an
independent opinion on these matters.
The Yemenis are proud of their inde-
pendence and their feelings of Arab
unity for other Arabs who are suffer-
ing. Recall that in 1990, when Yemen
was on the UN Security Council, it
refused to support UN sanctioned
attacks on Irag. The Yemeni people
suffered massively for this policy.
Some 1.5 million Yemenis were
expelled from Saudi Arabia.

Who was left to attack in films after
Palestinians,  Jordanians, Iragis,
Lebanese, Syrians, Iranians, Libyans,
and Arab Americans, but the Yemenis?
That is, those whose governments [or
in the case of Arab Americans, who as
a group] oppose inhumane US govern-
ment and Israeli government policies.
Opposition to POLICY is demonically
converted into “a savage people.” This
method of denomination is not without
precedence; the historical media treat-
ment of Native Americans and African
Americans reveals the same pattern.
Deny that they are human, so we can
carry on with our policies.

Who are the ones whose actions kill
people and drive them off their land?
The Yemeni people?

Once again, the stereotype is present-
ed: now it is Yemenis that hate
Americans and seek to kill them.

How untrue! Many Yemenis are
Americans. No Americans have been
attacked in Yemen. I have been to
Yemen many times. I have never expe-
rienced an anti-American sentiment.
People who do not favor US policy,
yes. People who attack Americans, no.
[As is true of the other countries men-
tioned above that I have visited.]

This is not about Yemenis and
Americans. This is about Yemeni poli-
cy, US policy, and Israeli policy.
When will the domination of Arabs in
the interest of Israeli expansion stop?
The damage this Hollywood foreign
policy does to human lives is tremen-
dous. It's cowboys and Indians in the
Year 2000. When will other people join
in a call for this racism to stop?

Louise Mashrah”


http://www.adc.org/action/2000/llapri
http://www.adc.org
Film.com
http://www.yemen-times.com/bbs
http://www.adc.org

{2 Our Opinion

BRAVO
Teleyemen..

tis indeed a great thing to see that change is tak-
I’mg place in Teleyemen’s Internet and telecom-
munications services. As a newspaper deeply
associated with the Internet and with an IT depart-
ment depending on Internet activity, Yemen Times
hails Teleyemen for its recent enhancements in their

system.

We sometimes do criticize Teleyemen for their inef-
ficiency, but we also praise and encourage it once
we see positive steps taken by it, and we are happy
that it has responded to our critics positively.

The importance and wide spread of the use of
information technology is evident everywhere in
the world, and Yemen is no exception. We are find-
ing difficulty in dealing with the thousands of
emails we get in one month. We are feeling that our
presence online has become a major positive point
for us, and will continue to grow, and maybe some-
day exceed the significance of the hard copy.

Teleyemen’s new services of detecting the caller
and canceling the call if it seems to not belong to
the account owner received the blessing of all its
customers, and prevented them from losing thou-
sands of rials wasted by hackers who use accounts
of others. But still, Teleyemen needs to do more.
The connections continue to be disconnected
abruptly, the prices of subscription are still high,
and the CGI services still are not installed on their
servers. Much is to be done, but for it has done so
far, I would like to say ** Bravo Teleyemen!”

Arabs Must Boycott the Movie
“Rules of Engagement”

I watched the movie “Rules of
Engagement” yesterday and I agree
with you that it is just another exam-
ple of Hollywood’s policy of propa-
gating of misinformation and stereo-
types about anything that has to do
with Islam. The executive decision
before release of this film also creat-
ed the same notion in the Arab-
Moslem community all over the
world. But sadly the governments
and the politicians in the Muslim
world are so divided that they can not
take a effective stance against
Hollywood. For example the Arab
league could issue a warning to those
Hollywood production companies
that produce movies with outright
stereotypes of Arabs and Muslims. If
the company refused to cooperate
and continued to portray the same
stereotypes, then the company and all
the movies it produces (including
those that have no stereotypes)
should be banned in the Arab world.
Believe me, soomer or later
Hollywood will realize that it is
incurring major losses sales particu-
larly if other Islamic states followed
suit and its stock prices at NY began
to drop. Soon share holders may start
complaining specially knowing that
other Hollywood companies who
cooperated with the Arab league and
their local Arabic and Islamic com-
munity are reaping the benefit of a
market of 300 million consumers.
Both sides will work together to erad-
icate stereofypes and work on to
eliminated the anti Muslim bias in the
American and western media.

Sadly the leaders of the Arab and
Islamic world are only serving their
own interest but Inshallah it will not
last for long.

Nasser Abdo

Email: nas-abdo@mindspring.com
USA

If I were a girl!

“If you were a girl, what would you
do?” a question has been asked by
one of my intimate friends from
Germany. At first I was astonished to
hear this question directed to me.
Then, I tried to answer it, but I was
moving about from one point to

22nd of May.

cies.

‘ ‘ ay whatever
S Stability is based on freedom

against a journalist.”
Lahood, Lebanese President.

After a series of postponements, the West
Secretariat Court pronounced its unprecedent-
ed verdict on Al-Wahdawi Newspaper and its -
journalist Mr. Gamal Aamer in February. Al-
Wahdawi was suspended for a month while
Gamal Aamer was, besides being fined YRs
5,000, forbidden from writing for good.
Suspension of newspapers, as well as journal-
ists has become a common phenomenon in a
country that seems to abandon all ideals of the

Since the War of 1994, many journalists and
writers had been sentenced to prison terms
and newspapers sued. Such practices are no
longer surprising for many people. It is right
that they arouse local, and international con-
demnation, but this would always end up with
some letters or statements expressing dissatis-
faction. May be because it is a natural phe-
nomenon in countries of emerging democra-

However, what has distinguished this verdict
and made it a target of condemnation is the
forbidding Mr. Gamal Aamer to writing. Such
a verdict has not been heard of in countries of
emerging democracies. People may ask why
the judge did not sentence him to imprison-
ment. Is there any thing worse? The judge felt
that if he gave his final verdict to imprison
Aamer he would be doing nothing meaning-
ful, given that under the present situation the
country looks as a large prison and thus it
would make no difference for Mr. Aamer to be
locked up in a prison, forming a part of a larg-

€r one.

you want.

and I will never file a case try.
Emil In my opinion, the verdict did not target jour-
nalism and its constitutional rights but it
rather aimed at the ruling party, because such
verdicts put the state in a dilemma. This is
what has really happened to the state in the
eyes of the world in the contest of the Yemeni
government’s commitment to the internation-
al organizations and donors to respect and
protect human rights and freedoms.

Observers of what is happening in the politi-
cal life in Yemen during the past few years
would notice an abnormal situation being

Harassment of PressNeeds Dlrect
Interference of the President

In this verdict, the judge satisfied enemies of
freedom of expression. However, he tarnished
the image of the leadership. I do not find fault
with the judge for his verdict because he
might find be rewarded for his verdict amid
the disorder and chaos prevailing in the coun-

strengthened through a series of activities and

policies, the least of which is that it has tram-
pled on its commitment to the democratic
principles. This situation requires a direct
interference by the president to salvage the
situation.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh always empha-
sizes his support for the freedom of press. He
always calls upon journalists to take advan-
tage of pluralism to address what is wrong. In

his electoral manifesto, he committed himself

you.

to supporting, as well as protecting freedom
of the press and expression and working for
the independence of the judiciary. This is what
the entire country really hopes for.

At the end, Mr. President, let me repeat what
I have once said while in prison that your peo-
ple are pinning all hopes upon you.
Undoubtedly, you realize that the new era
must witness brave legislation and measures
to enhance freedoms and democracy, other-
wise the
one and there would be no one in future to hail

.

' promise” would be meaningless

another without giving a peremptory
answer. Here, I will attempt to
answer this puzzling question. I say if
I were a girl I like any girl in Yemen
living under the repression of
Yemen’s customs and traditions that
are still ruling and governing us, I
would be prone to scandalmongers to
tell rumors against me and I would be
afraid for my reputation being soiled
because this threatens my future.
As a girl belonging to this country, I
would never be allowed to go out in
the evenings alone and without.per-
mission. I would never be able to
make any relationship with the other
sex. Moreover, I could not talk to
anyone I don't know. Also, I would
never be allowed to go to the public
places such as cafeterias, coffees,
clubs or something like that. In short,
I would absolutely lose the trust of
my own closest relatives. Rather, I
would be a paltry creature neither
more nor less as one said. Any way,
this is not my viewpoint at all.
In general, I can say that the rights of
females here in Yemen are less con-
spicuous in comparison to those of
the males. [ would enjoy less freedom
than what they do. I would be forced
to clean, wash, wrap and sweep. Yet,
I would have my own dreams, but not
any dreams. 1 would never be over
ambitious or else I would be a day-
dreamer. Because this is sometimes
not allowed, either. I might face some
problems and obstacles which
obstruct me. So, I might dream of
enough education. As a girl I might
dream of building a new family in
future, of living a happy marital life.
Is this right, I wish I wouldn’t raise
any question marks!

Mohammed Ghanem

Dear Editor,

Let me first express my admiration
for the excellent magazine. Every
week, this newspaper gives us happy
surprises. It is obvious that this news-
paper reinforces that Yemen has
many creative talents. There are
many innate talents all over Yemen
whatever the positions they are hold-
ing.

I’'m so happy at the corner; “Improve
your English” as it is very important
for all of us to learn English.

Also, I would like to say that I am
very much interested in your series
‘Story of Nadia Muhsin, and that
made me think to write to you to ask
about publishing short stories in a
series to make the readers more inter-
ested in reading the newspaper.

Zaid Mohd Kassem Al-Madhagy

Dear Zaid,

Thank you for your encouragement
and interest for YT. YT is open for all
kinds of stories. We appreciate your
cooperation with YT. —Editor.

To whom Yemen Belongs?
Yemen is one of the oldest countries
in the world, whose history goes back
to thousands years in the past. It
inherited a great and valuable treas-
ure of ancient ruins and antiquities
which are scattered in the different
regions of the country. -
This old remains, if it does indicate
something, it indicates the ancient
civilization that the ancient Yemenis
could create throughout centuries.
But, regrettably, Yemen seems to sur-
render its civilization slowly at a time
when some countries unleash their
efforts to collect evidence from the
past, even if it is not their own about
their antiquities. A visitor to the his-
torical and touristic places in Yemen
even if he is not a Yemeni would feel
deep sorrow for the blotted out beau-
tiful ruins which are thus allowed to
die out. Those beautiful monuments
are about to die out. In spite of all, the
responsible authorities keep silent, as
if this does not concern them, or as if
these remains belong to our enemies.
If we thus leave this valuable, treas-
ure trove, allow it to our wipe out and
expunge, what shall we say to the
new generation when they realize
that the extant memory of their grand
fathers in the past have been left to
die out?

Yahya Abdullah Saeed, - Saada

Yemen in the eyes of Hollywood

A key scene in America's current No.
1 box office hit, "RULES OF
ENGAGEMENT," shows an angry
mob outside the US Embassy in
Yemen. Us Marines scamper on the
roof. One falls dead.
In the instant before a Marine
colonel, played by Samuel L.
Jackson, orders his men to fire into
the crowd, he looks at the mob and
sees Yemenite women and boys and
girls firing rifles at them.

As the scene unfolded in a
Washington movie theater, Yemen's
ambassador to the United States,
Abdulwahab Al-Hajjri, cringed.

" Alittle girl shooting at Marines! Can
you believe it?" Al-Hajjri said, "This
movie reaches millions of people. It's
a total ruin for us. It ruins our image.
Why Yemen? Even if we launch a
public campaign, how do you fight
Hollywood?"

The movie (Rule of engagement) can
make a big impact on the eyes of the
American Public. 95% of American
Public are brained washed and
refilled by Hollywood Drama/fic-
tions anti Arab campaigns. | was in
the Movie Theater when "Rules of
Engagement" came out; I was very
surprised at the audience and the
cheering they gave actor Samuel L
Jackson when e won the case in
court, after he was prosecuted of
killing innocent women and children
in Yemen. Everyone started clapping
and cheering when the movie was
over. From that moment I learned that
Hollywood is making and changing
the American Public views and
believes.

Yemen was not recognized to most of
the American Public, now the first
appearance of Yemen to the America
Public as a filthy, terrorists, camel
jockeys, Arab Muslims who hate
Americans to the fullest is accom-
plished by Hollywood.

Yemenis are the kindest people in the
world. Yemen was scientifically stud-
ied and recognized in their famous
generosity, kindness, caring, and
friendly people. Is this is how
Hollywood treat Yemen and
Yemenis?

It's obvious that Hollywood is trying
to destroy the most respected image
in the world "ISLAM" and stopping it
from reaching the American Public.
Which "Islam" is a religion that
change the way we live, act, behave
and treat each other's as brothers and
sisters. Islam is the number 'ONE'
fastest growing religion in America
and Hollywood is trying to stop it
from reaching and changing so many
Hollywood corrupted souls in
America.

There is always a more intelligent
punishment to Hollywood and
Hollywood business. As Arabs and as
Muslims we can punish Hollywood
from associating, affiliating or doing
any kind of business with Hollywood
and its affiliates through out the Arab
and Muslim World until Hollywood
recognize and apologize to the Arab
and Muslim World. Also, Hollywood
will agree on future films that it will
present the Arab world in a more
mannered image, which it presents
itself as a Jewish image.

sincere Yemeni/Muslim Brother,
Yasser Al-Gharazy

Yemen Network
http://www.taiz.net,
http://www.yemennet.com,
http://www.sanaa.net .

CONMMION SENSE

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

What Is There
to Celebrate

nniversaries are great occa-
sions that give continuous
prominence to important
moments in our lives — as
individuals, families com-
munities and societies. On the other hand,
there are anniversaries of religious signifi-
cance that relate us to those in the past who
helped shape our spiritual heritage and
gave us the causes for which we give our
time, dedicate our souls and sometimes
give our lives. Throughout most of man’s
presence on this planet religious anniver-
saries were the predominant festivities
enjoyed by human beings on a collective
basis — beyond the family. More often than
not these were tied to the occupation that
most people engaged in — agriculture and
providing their own means of livelihood.
Thus seasonal feasts were concocted to
motivate people towards harder work and
to have a greater affinity with the Earth and
the elements surrounding them. There
were also feasts tied to harvests as occa-
sions to celebrate the results of man’s
achievements. As nationalism became a
significant form of affiliation for people to
band together into, celebrations were also
established to remind the population of
their national heritage, most of which were
tied to important victories for the assertion
of the nationalist pride. As people became
cultured, cosmopolitan and urban life took
over the inertia of mass popular activities;
celebrations became more institutionalized
and, to a large degree, commercialized, as
corporate entrepreneurship and the media
took over the role of clergies and other
prominent social dignitaries to guide the
people as to the proper enjoyment to pur-
sue in these festivities. Moreover, specific
forms have taken the more spontaneous
and almost free form expression of joy and
creativity that prevailed in the festivities
enjoyed by our forebearers.
In Yemen, until recently most festivities
were tied to religious occasions. Even dur-
ing the rule of the last Imams (the Imamic
or Kingdom State ended with the 26
September 1962 Revolution), Yemen had
basically two holidays which were the
Feast of Ramadhan and the Feast of
Sacrifice. Perhaps the Imam Ahmed (who
died one week before the Revolution) was
the first to introduce non-religious reasons
for the nation to celebrate and added the
date of his accession to the throne, when
his countercoup toppled the short lived
1948 Revolution that ousted his father, as a
reason for the nation to celebrate. After
1962, national holidays took on greater
significance and were more widely encour-
aged by the government to instill national-
ist pride and to remind the people of the
struggle that ensued against both the
Imamic regime and British rule of the
South. Though the two struggles took on
different forms: nevertheless Yemenis in
what was North Yemen and South Yemen
(the Northern and Southern Governorates
respectively) consider both struggles as
important steps towards the freedom and
independent of all Yemen. Thus, when
both former independent states became the
Republic of Yemen, new national holidays
were added to the 26 September
Revolution (northern), the 14th of October
Revolution (Southern) and the 30th
November Evacuation Day of the British
(Southern). Incidentally the two former
Yemen’s had already unified the celebra-
tions of the three holidays even prior to
unification. In fact that was the only thing
the two former independent states could
agree on prior to 30 November 1989, when
the two Presidents of the two Yemen’s then
decided to break the long-standing dead-
lock in the ongoing discussions on unifica-
tion from the time that the British had left,
which never went beyond the agreement
on the holidays. Thanks to international
developments with the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the fears of both sides
that the other was going to do better in a
new world order, President Ali Abdullah
Saleh went to Aden and sensibly coaxed
the leaders of the then People’s Democratic
Republic of Yemen, lead by Ali Salim Al-
Beidh, that the New World Order calls for
only one Yemen to exist. Perhaps Al-
Beidh had counted on the democratic plat-
form he insisted upon in the unification
agreement to insure his regimes political

presence in the new Yemen for a long time
to come, but it seems that he underestimat-
ed the Northerners’ ability to manipulate
popular support, and the lack of political
awareness among the Yemeni population
in general. In any case, initially unification
was viewed as a new dawn for Yemen and
the exuberance was exhilarating then.
Because of the popular support unification
was greeted with at start, the unification
date was moved up six months from 30th
November 1990 to 22 May 1990. No one
is exactly sure why the move was made,
but some chroniclers, in retrospect, believe
it may have been in view of the oncoming
Gulf Crisis that may have been foreseen by
some of the Yemeni leaders, who may have
had an idea of what was about to occur in
the Northern parts of the Arabian
Peninsula. Whatever the case nobody
complained and 22 May 1990 was indeed
the most festive day Yemen has seen in a
long time.

That was 10 years ago and many of the
players of that fateful day had gone out of
the political arena and many had been
forced into exile. Moreover conditions in
the country are far from being anywhere
near comparable to what they were then,
politically, economically and socially. Of
course, the democratic atmosphere envi-
sioned by its sponsors and the many people
who on all ends of the political and geo-
graphical spectrums cheered and applaud-
ed their appreciation for, has become noth-
ing more than some token elements of
democracy that lacks any real appreciation
of popular political will and detriment. It
seems clearer now that democracy is just
not something that can be spoon fed to
people; people have to appreciate it, want
it, and strive for it. Otherwise, the guaran-
tees for upholding democracy vanish into
thin air and it becomes nothing more than
a facade that polishes the image of a quasi-
totalitarian state that is almost out of touch
with the people it professes to govern by
the will of the people. But that is another
issue. The issue now at hand is that 22
May has now approached its tenth turn and
the mood of the people is not in parallel
with that of the government, and for sure
not with that same feeling of exuberance
felt ten years before.

In getting a feel of popular reactions to the
big festivities that the government is plan-
ning for the anniversary of Year No. 10 of
the Republic of Yemen, one senses that
there seems to be two separate directions
now meted out for the country: that of the
government and that of the people.

While it is not exactly for certain public
wise what the government intends to do,
the overwhelming feeling is that it is going
to be big and more important it is going to
be expensive. Most people tend to ques-
tion the wisdom of the government in lay-
ing out so much money and carrying on so
extravagantly, for celebrating 10 years of a
general decline in just about every facet of
the lives of the general population of the
country, in addition to the political instabil-
ity, that eventually had to be resolved vio-
lently and expensively, the economic
depression and the general state of lawless-
ness that seems to prevail throughout the
country. There are many who would sug-
gest that this money would be better
exploited if channeled to areas of greater
priority than to satisfy the egos of the sen-
ior elements in the regime and to fill the
pockets of all those who will be involved
in managing various aspects of the boister-
ous event. Of course, most people have a
fairly good idea that the whole event is
geared to maximize the benefits of those
who will “work night and day to insure that
the festivities project the best that Yemen
can do”. When you ask people in the street
their views, the overriding impression gets
is that “it is their holiday and their money”,
what difference does it make to us, even if
all the world’s leaders converge on Sana’a
to “share the Yemeni people’s joy”. For
the Yemeni people, there will not be joy
this 22nd of May, but an increasing feeling
of see nothing but let-downs and disregard
for the overall welfare of the people, in just
about everything that the government is
doing, whether for holidays or for any
other day. So they tell you: “What is there
to celebrate? How pathetic the state of the
nation is in? Give us a break!”
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'MALNUTRITION,

The Plight of Poor Communities

t is a fact that the most widely
spread malady in the world, is
malnutrition particularly in
countries where poverty, and
social and economic backward-
ness is prevalent . It is also the distin-
guishing phenomenon in the develop-
ing countries. However, the most
severe cases of malnutrition are to be
found in the poor countries. “About
2150 million people in the world are
malnourished,” the FAO reported.
Half a billion of those people suffer
from constant malnutrition.
More than 65 of the developing coun-
tries suffer from the worst conditions
of malnutrition and 5% of them are
under critical malnutrition.
50% of the poor countries’ population,
51% of expectant mothers and 60% of
children below 6 are malnourished.
The lack of energy and protein is
reflected on their thin and pulled down
bodies. When bodies fail to have suffi-
cient food, less energy and nutrients
are available for growth.

Reasons behind malnutrition are
many, Some of which are as follows:
1- Poverty and inflation.

Poverty and inflation are the major
underlying causes of malnutrition.
These factors affect choices of the
kind , as well as the quality of food.
The worst affected countries are locat-
ed near the equator. Such countries
enjoy fertile lands. Unfortunately, they
are under the yoke of many kinds of
animal, and herbal diseases.
Moreover, inhabitants of those coun-

tries are mostly vegetarians.

2- Economic planning

Economy is one of the most important
problems for the developing countries.
Many of them follow an out-of-date
mechanism leading to production. For
example, 70 developing countries
have 60% of the animal wealth.
However, they produce only 22% of
meat and eggs. Whereas advanced
couniries possess 21% of animal
wealth but they produce 50% of
world's beef and 50% of the world’s
milk.

3- Sheer size of populations

FAO’s reports show that world popu-
lation reached 6 billion in 2000. More
important is the point that the majori-
ty of population in poor countries any
more affected by malnutrition than in
advanced ones. As a result, a gap
between population and food produc-
tivity has been created. Consequently,
this decreases the individual's share of
food.

4- Geographical factors

What makes the situation still worse is
that food easily perishes in countries
suffering from malnutrition, due to
bad storage facilities and lack of trans-
portation facilities, floods, dry seasons
etc.

5- Social, cultural and religious fac-
tors

Some kinds of foodstuffs are forbid-
den in some religions ignoring the fact
that those are essential to build up a
healthy body. For example, meat is
forbidden in East Asia. A meal may
contain enough iron but this might be
lost with having a cup of tea.

6- Wars and political conflicts

‘Wars and conflicts are major causes of

starvation causing many laborers to
leave their countries. Moreover, a
large part of the budget is spent on
weapons instead of foodstuffs. This
helps widen the nutritional gap.

Nutrition in the Arab world

Arab countries are among the less
developed countries in the world.
Their economies are undeveloped and
they are greatly dependent on the West
for nutritional security.

Malnutrition in Yemen

Yemen is placed at the bottom of the
scale of poorest and least-developed
countries. Most of the people in
Yemen do not seem to be fully aware
of the importance of balanced nutri-
tion. In fact, it is also the bad econom-
ic conditions that affect choice of
foodstuffs.

Children and women are very much
affected by the circumstances sur-
rounding them. These circumstances
can be of two kinds:

a) The first kind relates to the infra-
structure including drinking water
sources, sanitation system, efc.

b) The second factor concerns social,
as well as economic condition of the
family including the house, number of
members in the family, cleanliness,
etc.

Malnourished children

A study has been made on 7501 mal-
nourished children in Yemen to know
the effects of malnutrition on them.
The study focused on the following
parameters:

1- Length in relation to age (shortness)
2- Weight in relation to length (thin-
ness)

3- Weight in relation to age (low
weight)

The first measure indicates the child’s
growth, in dependent on the constant
malnutrition in the society. The second
indicates the body’s size in proportion
to height, as thinness results from
deficiency of food. The third indicator
relates thinness or dwarfism.

Children’s malnutrition levels
Studies show that 52% of children
below 5 are malnourished. This is
reflected in dwarfism as a result of not
being well-fed and well-cared-for.
Dwarfism rates are more in the coun-
tryside (56%) and mountainous
regions (59%) than in the city (40%)
and in coastal areas (48%). Deficiency
of food, difficulty of transportation,
small areas of arable land and depend-
ence on seasonal rainfalls for irriga-
tion are the contributory for reasons. It
has also been noticed that it is more
among children of illiterate mothers.
As regards low weight measured to
age, 46% of the Yemeni babies are
born underweight. The rate of low
weight at birth is found more in moun-
tainous regions and among babies of
malnourished mothers.

Mothers’ malnutrition levels.
Body’s mass and tallness are used as
indicators for mothers’ nutritional
condition, where the negative effect of
malnutrition is seen.

Tallness is used as an indicator for
nutrition level during childhood and
adolescence. Delivery might be diffi-
cult in case of short mothers and their
babies might be underweight.

The average tallness of mothers is 153

cm and only 9% are under 145 cm.
Short mothers average more in moun-
tainous regions.

The body mass, which is the weight
divided by the height, indicates the
state of thinness or fatness of adults.
The minimum here is 18.5. The aver-
age of Yemeni female body mass is
21. However, body mass of 25% of
women in Yemen is less than 18.5.
Such women are cleanly malnour-
ished.

Malnutrition and the social factor.
Some social behaviors, traditions and
conventions negatively affect mothers,
as well as children's health. Some of
these factors are listed below:

1- Repeated births

Many families are still not fully aware
of the importance of birth

many of the important kinds of vege-
tarian foodstuffs.

Drinking Tea, coffee and beverages
prevents children from many impor-
tant nutritional elements such as iron.
Repeated intake of one kind of meals
and canned foodstuffs as alternative of
natural food, is also not advisable.

Alternative food

As mentioned before, due to some
health problems, mothers depend on
other alternatives such as milk, sug-
ared water, fruit juice, tea, etc. to feed
their children. However, many moth-
ers seem to be allured by the develop-
ment in food manufacturing and
advertisements industry which affect
their choice of baby food as well as
time of feeding their children.

control. The short periods
mothers take between each
delivery is not enough to
restore their strength and
health. At the same time it
does not enable the newly
born children to be well-
cared-for and well-fed.

2- Qat chewing.

3- Inadequate breast feed-
ing

Sometimes breast feeding | «
is avoided by mothers who | *
have some health prob-
lems. Using feeding bottles

for feeding children
increases the chances of
malnutrition. .
5- Nutritional wrong | »

habits
A good number of poor | *
families are dependent on
vegetarian foods due to
the zooming prices of

Deputy Director
meat, whereas many of the GTZ Office Sana’a
rich families depend on PO Box 692

animal source ignoring

VACANCY

The German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) is
looking for a suitable candidate for one of its
projects in Sana’a as

Translator/Interpeter

Applicants should meet the following conditions:

Yemeni nationality

University degree of English speaking
country, preferably a degree in English
language/literate

*«  Minimum of 5 years professional experience
in English/ Arabic/ English translation/
interpretation

Familiarity with highly specialized IT.computer
science terms both in English and Arabic
Knowledge in computer software (Word and
Excel) and typing capability

Pleasant personality

Applications to be submitted both in English and
Arabic prior to 30 April 2000 to:

Environmental Tourism in Yemen

emen has one of the most deep-

rooted ancient civilizations in

the world. Our ancestors have
founded a highly developed civilization
whose remains are still standing out.
These landmarks could be seen in vari-
ous monuments spread in the country
like skyscrapers, historical cities, castle
and dams.
Today, tourism relies on many factors of
tourists’ attraction and our country has
many alluring features. Apart from eye-
catching sites and attractive cultural and
historical heritage, our country has an
incredible landscape. This is embodied
by the greenery prevalent in valleys,
plains and mountain terraces along with
its charming coasts, numerous islands
and mild weather. Another feature of

traveling and visiting natural sites for
the purpose of getting pleasure from
watching nature and ancient or modern
spots.

Environmental tourism could produce
economic and social benefits for the
local inhabitants if only studies and
researches were carried out for the pur-
pose of protecting nature and develop-
ing it without causing damage of any
kind.

In the late 80s, large numbers of tourists
developed an interest in the kind of
tourism that associates them directly
with nature and people’s culture.
Therefore, many became attracted to
watching rare species of birds, organiz-
ing educational trips, climbing moun-
tains, studying geological features of
rocks and practicing sports like scuba
diving.

This type of tourism relies on, as
described by Mr. Abdul-Kawi Salim Al-
Areeki (Deputy Director of the Tourism

Bureau of Taiz), traveling to suburban
districts that are still intact and not
spoiled by cities’ modernization. Until
recently, this kind of tourism was not

attraction is the Yemeni
entrenched traditions
and habits such as our
generous hospitality.

Experts say that tourism
is “a no-smoke emitting
industry “ and the avail-
ability of certain natural
features has helped
expand tourism industry
whether at the local level
‘internal tourism’ or at
the foreign level ‘inter-
national tourism’. What
is meant exactly by envi-
ronmental tourism is

popular, but it has
spread and this is
atiributed to many
factors such as:

- International con-
cern about protect-
ing nature and pre-
serving  people’s
cultural heritage.

- Developing
tourism appropri-
ately and preserving
nature’s resources
for the coming gen-
erations.

- Developing a bal-
anced relationship
between preserving resources and
tourist development.

- Adoption of eco-friendly projects by
several international organizations.

Therefore, we notice that natural
landscape constitutes an important
pillar of environmental tourism that,
in turn, could render benefits for local
inhabitants and the government.
Some of these benefits are:

- Preserving the environment along
with its cultural and natural features.
- Engaging the local society to
tourism  activities and thereby
enabling them to socially and eco-
nomically benefit from them. It could
also create new job opportunities.

- Raising environmental and educa-
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tional awareness.

- Developing local products and eco-
nomic resources and earning foreign
currency.

In order to enable tourism obtain its
anticipated revenues, several facilities
should be created:

1. Establishing a suitable administration
and an appropriate planning for design-
ing and monitoring tourism services and
facilities.

2. Providing all necessary guarantees for
the protection of tourist natural sites.

3. Abiding by the administrative goals
of each district separately, bearing in
mind its accommodation capacity.

4. Developing appropriate and well-
designed facilities taking into account
the accommodation capacity of the area.
5. Developing cooperation between
public and private sectors and the local
society as well.

6. Conducting a field survey and a full
account of all tourist and historical
sites, then, classifying them according
to their natural category “mountains,
forests, lakes, beaches, waterfalls, large
trees, flowers, scarce plants, caves
...... etc.”

7. Creating guidance charts in the areas
of each of the above classifications stat-
ing rules such as not destroying the
beauty of the site or leaving trash on it.
8. Encouraging local societies and
inhabitants to engage in different cultur-
al activities involving presenting our
tradition, local costumes and artifacts to
visitors and training them to be tourist
guides in their districts.

LIVE HEALTHY, LIVE HAPPY
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Manal Omar to Yemen Times

“The key for Yemeni Women to Play a Role in

anal Omar, Director

of Development at

the American

Muslim Council

which is an organiza-
tion that was founded in 1990 to deal
with the issues of Muslims women in
America from a political and social
perspective. She has been recently
invited by the American Embassy in
Yemen to Yemen to come close to
women’ NGOs’ activities in Yemen.
Mohammed  Hatem  Al-Qadhi,
Managing Editor of the Yemen Times,
met her and filed the following inter-
view:

Q: Could you please tell us some-
thing about the purpose of your
visit?

A: The main purpose of my visit was
to come and give a few workshops on
Muslim women in America, as well as
the role of NGO’s for women develop-
ment in the Middle East. The primary
objective is for me to get the Yemeni
women’s points of view. It is more of
a dialogue and exchange of different
views to understand the role of NGOs
within the Yemen society, to share
some of my experiences of the role of
NGOs in development, as well as the
Muslim women experience in
America.

Q: You have met some women
NGO’s in Yemen. How did you find
them, their work schedule and
activities? How can the quality of
their work be improved further?

A: I think that women NGO’s in the
region as a whole is a very new con-

Development is Integration”

cept. In terms of the Yemeni women’s
NGO’s, I think they are very much at
caring edge of most of the new proj-
ects. The NGO's are small enough
group that needs to have strong links
between each other. It is just a very
positive aspect within the women
NGO'’s internet, something that tends
to be lacking. One of the ways I can
see an improvement is to emphasize
that communication, and to make sure
that they coordinate together. Each
NGO should focus on specific issue.
The more focused the NGOs are the
more productive they will be.

Q: How can the Yemeni women be
integrated in the main stream so
that they can play a vital role in
development?

A: 1 think it is a really good question
because the key for them to play a
role in development is integration. It is
very important that the women and
NGOs are assimilated to the main
stream, that they are not just left on
one side. Through these workshops,
awareness campaigns, I think women
can be involved in social as well as
economic process. So, they can, in the
long run, be integrated into the larger
community.

I think already the Yemeni women are
playing an important role within soci-
ety. I think it is more informal than
formal, but you can clearly see that
they do have definite programs and
policies. That is kind of just beginning
to impact the society. With the process
of time it is going to become clearer.

Q: Is this visit going to be followed

be other ones, so that you can con-
tinually monitor people working in
the women’s NGOs?

A: I do not think so. But what I hope
to do is to stay in touch via internet, e-
mail to pass on new information to the
women that I have met. I got to see
some of their ideas and projects. Now
I have a clear idea of what they might
need. I can send them information
either by fax or e-mail. It’s just a kind
of exchange of ideas via cyberbase. I
am very interested to send information
over that might be relevant to them.

Q: How are Muslim women doing in
America?

A: Muslims as a whole have a very
long history in America but the actual
institutions have just come out in the
last decade. Muslim women’s reli-
gious institutions just came up 5 years
ago.

From the beginning, there was a kind
of force between two streams. Either
we were completely defensive and we
defend Islam or we were apologetic.
Now Muslim women are finding the
metal ground. We are proud of our
identity, we are proud of our religion
and we feel empowered by our reli-
gion. But there are still some prob-
lems.

We are integrating within the women’s
movements as a whole, within society
as a whole. More Muslim women are
taking part in school boards and in
local elections. Hillary Clinton is a
special assistant to Muslim women.

In the more private sphere of jobs, we
have come a long way with the Hijab
issue. It is now completely recog-

nized. Employers can not take it up.
They cannot even really question it. A
lot of major organizations have made
fashions about Muslims, Muslim
women and about the dress code.
From both the civil and political view-
points, Muslim women are really
asserting themselves in getting the
rights guaranteed to them.

Q: Does this mean that you do not
find any disturbance regarding the
Hijab?

A: Of course we do. It is natural to
find that. In different areas you find it
more so than others. However, It is not
too much nowadays. The whole beau-
ty of the constitution is that you can
hold someone accountable if you
know the system. So, now Muslim
women are learning there about their
legal rights.

Q: How do Muslim women discuss
the issue of gender in America?

A: 1 go back again to the idea of
defensive and apologetic. One of the
things that happened is that the
Muslim women were forced to choose
between either completely going with-
in a strict Islamic framework or to be
liberated and fully integrated. What is
happening now is that the Muslim
women are looking at gender issues
from an Islamic perspective and are
very careful not to associate them-
selves with things that do not pertain
to them.

One of the criticisms of the feminist
movement is that it tends to go with
things that may offend the Muslim
community. What we are trying to do

is to define our
own agenda. So we
do not adopt other
terms like the labor
feminism or even
gender. We try to
create our own
terms and define
our own terms in
our context.

Q: Don’t you feel ‘
isolated from the
community in this
way?

A: You see, the
movement as a
whole within
women's move-
ment is moving
towards exactly
the same thing. In
the beginning fem-
inists isolated themselves from the
community and moved to gender stud-
ies.

I think that Muslim women are
becoming a big part of American
women’s movements and I think that
one of the things that American
women realize is that the women’s
movement originally came out of the
middle class white suburban move-
ment. That alienated not just the
Muslims but the west of America. A
lot of Spanish women, African-
American women and other different
groups of women really protested this
and said that they were not speaking
for them.

I have worked within women'’s centers
in America. They are very inclusive.

As far as they are concerned, Hijab
and being a woman activist do not go
together.

Q: How do you perceive the future
of Muslim women in America?

A: I do not know. I think what Muslim
women are trying to do is a kind of
taking one step at a time. While we
were working with the outside com-
munity, we had a lot of work within
our community which is within the
Muslim community as a whole. There
are a lot of different groups within the
Muslim community in America that
have different views about women.
Our primary objective is to deal with
our own community and then we will
start going outwards.

Ashrafya Mosque in Taiz Calls for Help

here are three outstanding landmarks in the city
of Taiz. These landmarks are Cairo castle,
Ashrafya mosque minarets, and Modafar
mosque domes. As one passes by the two
minarets of Ashrafya, one is struck by their
beautiful architecture. He would unfailingly remember our
ancestors who built these landmarks during Bani Rasool
Era and how they were creative in architecture and building
decorations.
The old antiquities of Bani Rasool Era are located in old
Taiz, where we find Modafar and Ashrafya mosques, fra-
grance of history, relics of the era of different sciences, lit-
erature, and architecture.
When you reach Modafar mosque, you are sure to be aston-
ished by the attractive design of that mosque. You cannot
but remember Modafar Omar Bin Ali Bin Rasool who built
that mosque in 600 Hegira. After getting the full view of the
breath-taking MONUMENT, I proceeded towards Ashrafya
mosque. When I looked at that mosque, I thought it a giant
guard standing at a high hill taking-care of the magnificent
Modafar mosque. The two minarets of that mosque form a
wonderful view as they are standing in majesty and
grandeur behind that mosque.
When 1 arrived at the mosque, 1 found the gate open.
Instead of finding the footsteps of king Ashraf, I was aston-
ished to find a number of children playing and eating care-
lessly. They did not care about that place because they were
not aware of its historical significance. I thought that it was
my mistake to tread into that place. However, I stood still
for a moment till I saw a person passing by. He was a
teacher. I rushed to him and asked him about this precari-
ous situation. He said that due to large number of students
in the neighboring schools, and in view of the horrible
event at Nasser School where many pupils were killed, they
could not help decide to teach students in some of the
rooms of the mosque. They were constrained to take this
decision because Ashrafya school had been for long
ignored by authorities concerned.
Had these ancient mosques with their beautiful variegations
been in any other country, they would have paid them the
attention they deserve and promote them into a major

tourist attraction.

Ashrafya mosque consists of two floors. The first floor is
used as an annex to Ashrafya school. The second floor
forms the mosque. The mosque has the capacity for 200
worshippers. At the back of the mosque there are a number
of classrooms. These classrooms are used to teach the Holy

Qur’an. This year they are converted into a primary school.

The cemetery of King Ashraf and his family is located

between the mosque and the school. There is a small room

housing each tomb.

It is worth mentioning that the wife of king Ashraf, Jeha
Attawashi Jamal’edden Matab Bin Abdullah Al-

4l Ashraf built Matabya school, close to-the
Ashrafya mosque. This school is truly a symbolic
expression of the revival of Bani Rasool Era. This
school signals the prominent role of women dur-
4| ing that golden era in the history of Yemen.

On the gate of the Ashrafya mosque, on its outer
surface, there is an inscription on a stone which
mentions the name of the architect who built the
mosque and the date of its construction. The
mosque was founded between the year 800 to 803
Hegira by King Ismail Bin Al-Abass Bin Ali Bin
Dawod Bin Yosief Bin Omar Bin Ali Rasool. He
was known as King Ashraf Al-Rasoli. You will be
astonished as you look at the beautiful decora-
{ tions on the walls and the ceiling of the mosque,
especially those on the dome, in the middle of

ceiling. The decoration of the

dome is the top Islamic design
of the era of Bani Rasool. But
the mosque needs to be reno-
vated from inside by experts in
order to protect the old varie-
gations. There are also some
variegations which have been
erased and need urgent reno-
vation.

‘When I reached the mosque, 1
talked with Mr. Ahmed
Abdullah  Abdulrazaq, the
Imam of the mosque. He said:
*“ Ashrafya mosque is used as
a school for teaching the Holy |
Qur’an. Although this school
has been subjected to gross |
neglect for many years, the
Holy Qur’an is still taught in |
this school. Only in the morn-
ing pupils learn in that school.
It is because of the large number of students in the neigh-
boring schools. Pupils create problems at this mosque
because they are not conscious about this ancient landmark.
They tamper walls and throw waste articles of food on the
floor of the mosque.

Regarding the water of the mosque, it was flowing from
Sabir mountain fountains. But farmers cut those fountains
and drained them to their gat farms. I remember my late
father when he went to some officials in the Ministry of
Religious Endowments to ask them to return water to the
Ashrafya mosque. The official in charge replied: ‘Where is
this mosque?!” The mosque suffered for long from want of
water, but lately, we could solve this problem by connect-
ing pipes from Sabir fountains to the mosque. But, we are
apprehensive that one day water connection may again be
cut to irrigate gat trees.

The Office of Endowments is doing some renovation for
the mosque from outside. The Archaeology Department
meticulously scrutinized the old decorations and tried to
make them distinctly visible. A couple of years ago, some
of the small domes were tarnished. The Endowment Office
erected a support to protect the ceiling, but this caused eras-
ing of some decorations. Rainwater leaks through the
cracks appearing in the mosque. A number of tourists who
visit this ancient landmark and the cemetery adjacent to it
do not enter the mosque. This places heavy onus on the
authorities concerned to pay more serious attention to this
mosque. “We are doing an Islamic service, but we receive
a low salary amounting to YR 2000 only. We want to stop
children tampering the walls and the ground of the mosque.
We also want to join hands with the Imam of this mosque
so as to restore its tranquility and cleanliness.”

Ashrafya mosque and other historical
landmarks are in need of urgent atten-
tion and renovation because they reflect
the excellence of our civilization, tradi-
tion of ancient Yemeni people who
| could engrave beautiful artistry on the
walls of mosques. They proved their
mettle in the field of ancient architec-
ture and decorations. However, author-
ities concerned say that their resources
| being limited, they do not have ade-
quate means to preserve their ancient
historical landmarks. In conclusion, I
can say that the one who does not have
past does no have present nor future. To
make a prosperous future, we have to
preserve our past, our history and our
identity.

By: Yemen Times Staff, Taiz



Visits to Yemen by Israelis ‘of Yemeni
origin’ continue to be the most domi-
nant and controversial topic in Yemeni
society and press. The opposition par-
ties consider it a golden opportunity to
hit at the government and to play on
the religious Islamic and Pan-Arab
feelings of the people. Despite that, it
seems that most political parties, even
those of the opposition just want to
put for the record, while believing
themselves that Yemen, and not only
the ruling party or government had
somehow to take this. The question is
when and by whom is the bell to be
hanged? However many attacks by
opposition parties and their media
were so strong that the ruling party
had to hit back so strongly.

Al-Sahwa (Islah Party,
10th April) organ of the
strongest opposition party
that is represented in Parliament
devoted its editorial, written by the
party’s Secretary General,
Mohammed Al-Yadumi to the contin-
uous and multi-facial war and conspir-
acy that is waged against Muslims. Al-
Yadumi linked in the editorial
between a long chain of aggressions
and conspiracies aimed at openly
pushing the Muslim nation out of its
faith. Mr. Al-Yadumi spoke about the
Crusades and the various aggressions
and conspiracies ‘ against our nation
since it embraced Islam’ until nowa-
days, and [shall continue] till the end
of the universe. He said: It is one con-
tinuous war with one program, but
with many methods and ways.

However, Al-Sahwa’s editorial tact-
fully concentrated on the weakest
point these days among the popula-
tion: the government's policy,
endorsed by the World Bank, on fiscal
and administrative reforms which
raised prices and spread poverty. He
tactfully steered away from the Israeli
‘delegations’ issue, as it had become
clear that some leaders of these dele-
gations had visited high officials of
the Islah party! However, things were
soon put very clearly: They were

received as ‘Americans of Yemeni ori-
gin’ and not as ‘Israelis of Yemeni ori-
gin’.

Mr. Al-Yadumi continued saying: The
weapon of economy is one of the
weapons used by our enemies to
destroy our societies from within,
mercilessly and without any pangs of
remorse. They fight us, aiming at dis-
mantling our social structure. They
endeavor to weaken the value of our
currencies, to raise prices, to make the
population needy, so that those hungry
shall begin to break taboos when
pushed into the hell of sufferings and
poverty.

Al-Sahwa devoted a full page for arti-
cles published by Arab newspapers
commenting on the new policy of the
government of Yemen towards Israelis
of Yemeni origin. Three such articles
were re-published by Al-Sahwa: The
first was written by the Egyptian
Islamic writer Fahmi Huwaidi and
titled: Yemen On Board the
Normalization Train, originally pub-
lished in the Saudi London-based
Asharq Al-Awsat. Another article was
the editorial of Al-Quds Al-Arabi of
London under the title: Yemen and the
Booby-trapped Israeli Delegation.
The third article was titled: Israelis
and Yemen, published earlier in Al-
Watan of Qatar.

However, it seem nearly obvious that
Al-Sahwa wants to keep the road open
with the People’s General Congress. It
refrained from publishing strong state-
ments on the same subject made by
Islah Party’s most prominent leaders:
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmar and
Sheikh Abdul Majid Azzindani.
Nasser Yahya, one of Al-Sahwa
columnists, was very relaxed on the
same topic. He was even able to dis-
cover at least one positive point in the
statement issued by the government:
that it re-confirmed the position taken
by Yemen towards the peace process
in the region. However, he added, we
have to understand that opening the
doors of Yemen for Israelis of Yemeni
origin can be used as a mean tool for
normalizing relations [with Israel],
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unless effective procedures are imple-
mented in order to distinguish those
who are of true Yemeni origin from
others. He seems convinced that if
Israeli tourists are of true Yemeni ori-
gin then there shall be no kind of nor-
malization [with the enemy], other-
wise things shall be different. The
respected columnist didn’t elaborate
on the’ effective procedures ‘ needed
nor how or were they shall be imple-
mented.
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Al-Ummah (Al-Haq
Party, 13th April), the
mouthpiece of another
Islamic political force which is differ-
ent from that represented by the Islah
party, took a very similar position. It
however was the only newspaper to
quote ‘informed sources’ that several
sheikhs of Yemeni tribes expressed
their support to Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Ahmar (leader of the Islah party) in
his position of rejecting the normal-
ization [with Israel] and any visits by
Jewish tourist groups. Al-Ummah
added that observers believe that this
position taken by the tribes of Yemen
was the real cause behind statement
issued by the Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, which cautioned
Israelis against visiting Yemen.

As it is always the practice of Yemeni
media, Al-Ummah didn’t mention the
name of any sheikh or tribe in regard
to its report. The threat contained in
the report contradicts the traditional
and long established position, that any
ordinary Muslim can give sanctuary to
non-Muslims and his right should be
respected by other Muslims, not to
mention that in this case that an elect-
ed, legal Islamic government is per-
mitting the visits.

It may be noted here that amid all this
debate neither government nor the
opposition seem to remember that the
Arab League issued a few years ago,
upon request by the P.L.O. its member
states to allow the Jews who had
immigrated to Palestine to return to
their countries of origin. The P.L.O.
and the Arab League considered that
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such a move should benefit the
Palestinian people and its (then) legit-
imate and sole representative in its
struggle to regain its rights.

Nobody seems aware also that the
return of nearly one million Yemenis
from the G.C.C. countries in the after-
math of the disastrous Iragi invasion
of Kuwait and from the war ridden
Horn of Africa continues to take its
toll. If every returning immigrant used
to support a wife and three children in
addition to himself, that means that
about five million Yemenis lost their
source of living since the end of 1990
till now.

Al-Mithagq (People’s
General Congress, 10th
April) stood up to these
attacks against government. It high-
lighted the statement issued by a
P.G.C. which concentrated on the fol-
lowing : (By Charging of Betrayal and
Calling Others Unbelievers Islah
Party Reflects its [ll Intentions
Towards Democracy), (Tourists
Visiting Yemen and Holding non-
Israeli Documents has Nothing to Do
with Normalization.) and ( P.G.C.
Denounces Narrow-Mindedness,
Rejects Fanaticism and Intolerance,
and Confirms that Government is
Committed to its National Principals).
The P.G.C.’s statement said that the
Islah party is as any other party, to
take whatever position it likes towards
any issue. But, the statement contin-
ued, the Islah party exceeded all
agreed upon limits for political rheto-
ric and over-stepped that prohibit
accusing others of treason.

) Al-Thawrah (Ministry

| of Information 7th
iaw -~ April) had reconfirmed in
its editorial the position of Yemen
towards Israel. It quoted what
President Saleh had told President
Clinton: There shall be no normal-
ization with the Israeli government
before a just and comprehensive
peace is established, and then only
within a move by the Arab League.

As the newspapers that represent the

parties of Pan-Arabism (Ba’ath,
Nasserites, etc.) each one of them is
shown separately.

g=» AlEhya’a  Al-A’rabi

Mm (Ba’ath Party, Iraqi fac-
— = ¢ tion, 10th April) concen-

trated completely on the situation of
Irag. It compared the continuing siege
of Iraq to the one organized at early
Islam by the pagan Quraish against
the Prophet and his family, which was
protecting him according to the rules
of tribal law.

(1) Maintenance / Cleaner
QUALIFICATION:

1. Male

2. Holding a high School centificate

5. Willing to work different jobs and odd hours.
6. Driving license.

(2) Butler

1. Male 3
2. Holding a high school certificate

N:

5. Willing to work different jobs and odd hours.
6. Driving license.

address no later than April 22, 2000:

VACANCY

The Embassy of Japan

3. Fluent in both English and Arabic Languages (Speaking and Writing)
4. Have general knowledge about electricity and generators.

3. Fair in both English and Arabic Languages (Speaking and Writing)
4. Experience in serving, house cleaning, ironing etc.

Applicants should submit their resumes including ID card and recent photo to the following

Embassy of Japan
Street No. 38 off Algeria Street, Building No, 2
South West Saffia Zone
P. O. Box 817, Sana’a, Yemen
Fax: 01-215226
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And so much more in store for you... Weekly Raffle draw for 4 weeks...

Free gifts with every purchase...

Attractive price offers...

SONY ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF ITS MOST FUTURISTIC SHOWROOM AT
GAMAL ST. IN TAIZ ON 23RD, APRIL 2000

Now you need not just look at Sony products. Test them out with your won hands and only then buy the products. choose from our wide range of electronic products, digital
Cameras, Audio Video and many other latest digital equipment. It’s a very different experience into the future... For the first time in Yemen.

Excellent after sale service facility

AL-HAIDARY FOR TRADING

Main Showroom: Sana’a Gamal St. 272382, Taiz; Gamal St. in front
of central market 226267, Aden Crater, Sheik Abdullah St. 252914

E-mail: AL-HAIDARY @Y.NET.E




“Yemen M_ay Be Our Second Destlnatlon!”

s a follow-up to last
week’s article titled
“When Internet
Monopoly Takes its
B Toll”, here we publish
the complete interview with one of the
most successful private Internet Service
Provided Companies in Jordan. Because
Jordan opened the way for privatization
of the Internet service, several compa-
nies have been operating under the ceil-
ing of a supportive and encouraging
government. This is yet to be the case in
Yemen. Until that happens, I will only
continue to bring the negative aspects of
monopolization of Internet Services and
bring it to the attention of a potential pri-
vate ISPs and Internet users to the effort
that the privatization law is drafted in
support of privatization of media,
including the Internet.
Just as I entered into the company’s

apartment, which was on the 4th floor of
a deluxe building in one of the new
neighborhoods in western Amman, I
was warmly received and welcomed by
Abdullah, brother of the General
Manager who himself was a quite gentle
person. Later I realized he was the per-
son responsible for the administration of
the company. As I came into the office
of the company’s General Manager, we
was delighted to find a young man in his
30s welcoming me warmly and intro-
ducing me to his brother and sister in the
room next to his.

Sami H. Jana is the owner and founder
of DESTINATIONS, a 2-year old
Internet Service Providing company in
Jordan. Being an electrical engineer in
the field of communications and digital
switching, .. was able to have himself
well established in the Information
Technology (IT) sector in Jordan, Mr.
Jana worked in ARAMCO of Saudi
Arabia, and now, along with his brother
and sister, run their own ISP, which is
serving more than 1,500 subscribers
(probably more than the subscribers of
Teleyemen), and is ranked the first in

speed and quality of service. He as the
technical expert and the one who knows
every single networking operation tak-
ing place, his brother Abdullah, with a
degree in Administration works in man-
aging the company, and his sister Hala,
as a computer programmer ad up to the
team to develop software and web pages
for the company. The three form an ideal
group of people to found an efficiently
managed and operating company.

To have an extensive look at his compa-
ny’s achievements and progress, YT met
him and filed the following interview.
Asked about whether he would like to
invest in Yemen if the door was opened
to him, he answered.

“Yes I will be glad to invest in Yemen. I
know that Internet is not something of
an extra feature, it has become an essen-
tial commodity in every-day life. It will
continue to flourish and be more signif-
icant in Yemen as anywhere in the
world. So I suppose 1 will be happy to
come and invest in our brotherly country
Yemen. As a matter of fact, one should
always extend his vision to beyond his
scope today. He should look beyond
Jordan, and even beyond Yemen for a
better opportunity in another place. This
is the proof of globalization, in which
the Internet played an important role.
We have chosen the name of the compa-
ny to be global and not restricted to any
specific place. Whenever you open our
website, you would not even know
where it is at, because it is without an
extension of the country (.jo). We are a
company that thinks globally, and who
knows? Maybe Yemen could be our sec-
ond destination!”

“During the days I worked in Saudi
Arabia in the Planning department of
ARAMCO, I was interested in the net-
working phenomena and its usefulness
in spreading information. As a matter of
fact, I predicted that the Internet would
be the information network of the future
before it was even available in Jordan,
Being a computer expert myself, I was
able to realize the benefits and useful-

ness of the Internet, and was able to use
it effectively for my own work. The
commands of controlling the flow of
information in the networked environ-
ment of the Internet used to be through a
bunch of Unix commands. Today, it
roughly does the same thing, but with a
much friendlier interface.

Not only me, but all economy experts by
then realized that the role of the Internet
would become a prominent and vital one
in the future.

Initially, I wanted the company to play a
role in electronic commerce. However,
later I realized that it is more important
at that time to found the medium, in
which users could get into the Internet,
for without that, no one would be able to
use e-commerce. Hence, I decided to
establish it as an ISP.

We have gone a long way in establishing
ourselves since August 1998 as a promi-
nent ISP in Jordan. We have focused on
some objectives in providing our busi-
ness, which starts with providing quality
service with acceptable rates. The rest of
the objectives can be found in our web-
site.

We could not have reached the level of
success we are in without the direct sup-
port of King Hussein (Mercy upon his
soul) and his son King Abdullah. They
do this simply because they realize that
we need a push forward to be able to
match international standards and be
beneficial for the public and for the
country as a whole.

To a question about the number of pri-
vate and governmental [SPs he said,
“There are no state owned ISPs.
However, there are some units that pro-
vide Internet services only to govern-
mental offices. These units were not
competing with us as private companies,
and have not affected our markets.
Today, all the commercial ISPs, which
total to 16 licensed ISPs, 7 of them fully
operational, are privately owned, some-
thing that is seldom found in other Arab
countries.”

Related to how

companies get
their license and
begin operation
Jana replied,

“When we
applied, to the
government was
offering licenses
for private com-
panies to set their
companies,

It is an evolving
process, and the
infrastructure of
the communication system in Jordan has
been there since 1995 under continuous
construction and update. Just around 1
year ago, the ISDN (Integrated Services
Digital Network) was implemented and
became a built in communication medi-
um. This was a direct result of the
demand by Internet users. Today, they
are beginning to talk about installing the
Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM).
Speaking of enhancing the communica-
tion backbone, Jordanian
Telecommunication Company (JTC)
participated in the global fiber optic net-
work extending through the red sea by
establishing a node in Agaba in the
south of Jordan. The network extends
from London to UAE, to Singapore to
Japan going through the red sea; Hence
I believe you have a node in Yemen as
well. The link would continue from
Japan to the USA which already has a
fiber optic link to London. Hence, this
would obviously compose a complete
cycle of fiber optic.

It is obvious from the government’s
action that they intend to use all the
communication tools that would help
the country cope with the digital age.
To demonstrate these efforts, His
Majesty, King Hussein ordered the con-
version of a special station called
Hashim 1, which was used to link
Hussein Medical Complex to Miami
Medical Complex, to a station used for
the linking of private ISPs to the inter-
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Abdullah Hana

national backbone. Today, ISPs have the
choice either to link to that station or to
the JTC’s own station.”

‘When asked about how ISP can techni-
cally connect themselves to the back-
bone, and hence to the Internet, he said:
“The Internet has no geographical or
positional frontiers; it is open, it flows
every where, and one cannot explain it
in a specific matter like saying “this is
the Internet”. However, if we understand
how it works, we will know how ISPs
connect to it. The internet is the network
of networks, and the backbone, and is
the shared part of the network by all
branching networks. In developed coun-
tries, we would see that telecommunica-
tion companies have their own sophisti-
cated national networks. These networks
are connected eventually to the back-
bones which carry the transactions and
data to the rest of the world. However,
the backbone itself is a mix of mediums
that can transfer large amounts of data
per second (usually of fiber optics and
Satellite.) The backbone is not owned by
anyone, but rather maintained by differ-
ent large-scale international telecommu-
nication companies such as WorldCom
(MCI previously), AT&T, Deutch
Telecom, France Telecom, and other
telecommunication companies. They all
cooperated in bringing this service to the
world. Eventually it is in their common
interest to maintain the backbone

Hala Hana

because of their dependence on it for all
their telecommunications.
For an ISP, like ours, to connect to the
Internet, it must connect through the
backbone. We have a national network
managed and operated by JTC, which
has connected itself to the backbone, as
I mentioned earlier, at Al-Aqaba Port,
and through other mediums such as
Intelsat, which is terminated with
British. Telecom, and other companies.
In this case, we need to link our cable to
anode of ITC, which is usually at a con-
siderable distance from our company. In
Jordan, we have a committee called the
committee for organizing telecommuni-
cations. Its duty is to give licenses to
ISPs and notify them of the certain JTC
node they will be connected to, which is
usually the closest to the site of the ISP.
We literally enjoy a free market service
companies, and suffer from no monop-
oly whatsoever. Whoever wants to
establish his/her own company can try
his/her luck if he is granted the license
by the government and given the oppor-
tunity to do so without any restrictions.
On the contrary, the government usually
gives extra facilities to the companies
such as technical assistance and encour-
agement."”
We stop here for this week, and
continue next week with the
answer to the question: How easy
it is to setup an ISP?

To be continued next week

US Government Controls IT Exports to the Middle East
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- any, :f not all, of us
. may, perhaps, not be
aware of the fact that
the US government
controls IT exports to the Middle East.
Although not widely recognized or
publicly declared, this remains an
undeniable fact. The US export con-
trols determines who shall receive US
origin technology products and who
shall not. It presides over how quick
we take delivery of IT products- or
whether we shall receive them at all?
In 1996, the Bureau of Exports
Administration (BXA) partitioned the
world into several tiers (I, II, III and
IV) depending on US national securi-
ty and foreign policy interests. These
divisions represent the level of poten-
tial threat that a country, government
or even an individual poses on the US
national security. Accordingly, it
determines the technical level of com-
puter systems these end-users could
receive without having to obtain an
export license. Nearly all Middle East
countries in addition to the former
Soviet Union, China, India and
Pakistan fall in the tier III division.
Unfortunate countries such as Syria,
Irag, Iran and Libya belong to tier I'V.
According to this classification, tier
III members cannot purchase comput-
er systems that can perform more than
2000 million theoretical operations
per second (MTOPS). Beyond that, it
is up to the BXA to determine their
liability to receive such high-tech IT
products. It entirely depends on who
you are: a government, commercial or
and individual IT buyer (end-user).
Yet, in all cases, the BXA ought to be
sure that you would not employ what-
soever IT product you purchase for
carrying out any military or weapons

related research. Commercial end-
users who intend to purchase an IT
product that can exceed 2000 MTOPS
should obtain a National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) certifi-
cate. Even now, the purchased IT
product cannot exceed 12,300
MTOPS (previously 7000 MTOPS) or
otherwise they should acquire an
Individual Valuation License (IVL).
In acquiring an NDAA, an application
form (available at the BXA official
Web site
www.bxa. PCs eSafe
guardPlan.html) is forwarded to the
Departments of Defense, Commerce,
Energy and State plus the Director of
Arms Control and Disarmament (the
process consumes about 10 to 15
days). Besides, you should adhere to
11 conditions one of which is a prom-
ise not to re-export the purchased IT
product. Furthermore, in cases of pur-
chasing big American brands such as
IBM, Compaq and Dell, the respec-
tive Middle East Offices of these
brands assign specific personnel to
carry out a preliminary assessment on
application forms. Afterwards, they
are presented before the BXA, and
then routed through the above men-
tioned offices. If, for any reason, one
of the government offices raised a
particular objection on the transac-
tion, the request will be immediately
denied and a license application
would be necessitated.

Obtaining an IVL is harder and
requires a very time-consuming
process (5 to 6 months on average).
As the term IVL is implies, applica-
tions for obtaining this license are
studied very meticulously. In this
case, there are 36 conditions that IT
buyers should abide by compared to
11 conditions in the case of an NDAA
certificate. Those conditions are
included in what s called
“Supplement 3 to Part 742 of the
Export Administration Regulations”

which is also available at the same
previously stated Web site as stated
above. They include loads of details
howsoever small on varied subjects
such as the nationalities of personnel

who should not have access to the

product, running modifications that
could further enhance the perform-
ance of the device, re-export and
security measures taken to protect the
product against stealing.

The measures taken in cases of gov-
ernment end-users are not quite the
same because they need not obtain an
NDAA certificate. Government IT
buyers are allowed to purchase com-
puter systems that could perform 6500
MTOPS without having to acquire an
IVL or any other certificate. Past this
level, government end-users are
required to go for an IVL. However,
defining the term “government end-
user” is still a matter of dispute since
governments are always related to
military in one way or another.
Moreover, the fact that the BXA along
with 14 other government agencies
are involved in the process of domi-
nating the exports rules makes it hard
to put standard measures in cases of
government end-users.

Last, despite all these restrictions
from the BXA, it still cannot guaran-
tee that none of the members of the
“Denied Persons List” would receive
one of its controlled IT products; the
reason is quite simple. The broad
availability of computer components
in gray markets today makes it very
simple for a local assembler in a tier

Il member country to build a com-

puter system that could exceed 2000
MTOPS. In fact, it is simpler, cheaper
and easier to maintain than a US ori-
gin computer and, on top of that all,
the local assembler could not possibly
be penalized by the BXA given that its
authority is restricted to the US origin
manufacturers.

Technology Flashes

Continued from last week:
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Great Opportunity
for Yemeni IT graduates

Germany needs I'T-specialists
Emerging recruitment programm

As a follow-up to last week’s article about the
opportunity for Yemeni IT graduates to work in
Germany, here are additional excerpts from the
press release:

With its initiative, the Federal Government of
Germany hopes to eliminate the current short-
age of IT specialists over the medium term and
to use the employment potential provided by
this sector to Germany’s benefit.

Conditions and Method of Applying for IT posi-
tions in Germany:

The required qualification for computer special-
ists: University or Technical high school degree
in IT technologies and/or communication tech-
nologies (bachelor’s or master’s degree)

Interested and qualified Yemenis or foreigners
can apply for a work permit under the newly
installed email-address:

-zav.it-experts @arbeit:

The Federal Employment Agency (FEA)
(Zentralstelle fur Arbeitsvermittlung ZAV,
53123 Bonn, Villemomblerstr, 76) will inform
the applicants on the details of the necessary
procedures. The FEA will as well examine/rec-
ognize the different degrees of the applicants.

The FEA will have sole responsibility of place-
ment of IT job applicants from abroad. It will
simplify the procedures involves. With approval
of the FEA, German companies will also be -
able to recruit top foreign specialists them-

The top specialists recruited will be able to
work in Germany for a limited period of time
(first three years, extendable up to a total of five
years). The working conditions and payment for
the foreign specialists will principally be the
same as for domestic employees. The selected
specialists can come with their families.


http://www.bxa.doc.gov/HPCs/SampleSafe
http://www.lhsl.com
arbeitsamt.de
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Several Activities at Rabia’ah
Al Adaweiah School Inaugurated

n Saturday 15 April,
Rabia’ah Al-Adaweiah
High School held a cele-
bration for the inaugura-
tion of several new
activities. The celebration was attend-
ed by the Minister of Education,
Minister of Planning, Governor of the
Capital Secretariat as well as mem-
bers of the Parliament and the
Consultative Council and the British
ambassador to Yemen.
Rabia’ah Al-Adaweiah School is con-
sidered one of the most ideal female
education institutions in the country
because of its continuous developing

educational performance. Under the
leadership of teacher Fatima Mashour,
the school was able to gain the support
of several organizations and foreign

embassies like
the British
Embassy
which support-
ed the school’s
library  with
600 Arabic and
English books.
On the occa-
sion, Dr. Yahya
Al-Shoa’aybi
gave a speech
saying that
Rabia’ah Al-
Adaweiah is a
model school deserving all support.
He added that the Ministry of
Education assists this school because
of its great contributions to
Education.

Headmistress
Fatima Mashour
said that inaugu-
ration of the
new activities
was pre-
arranged by the
Ministry of
Education and
the Capital
Secretariat. In
addition,  she
said the school
is very proud
with its educational and scientific
activities and advanced levels of stu-
dents due to great efforts of the teach-
ing body. Then, she added that the
school  estab-
lished a comput-
| er lab, granted
| by Ahmed
Mohammed
Sofan, Minister
of Planning, as
an advanced step
to keep abreast
with the devel-
oping computer
age. Moreover,
she expressed
{ her gratitude to

the British Ambassador for his gener-
ous donation of 600 books to the
school’s library and the British
Embassy for its magnanimous contri-
bution of US$ 10,000 towards the cost
of building two halls last year
Finally, she thanked Hayel Saeed
Anam Group for the continuous sup-
port for the school.

Mr. Vic Henderson, British
Ambassador, delivered a speech in
which welcomed all the attendants
saying: “It is really a pleasure for me
to find myself standing again in
Rabia’ah Al-Adaweiah School. Last
December, I was present here for the
purpose of the “Children Draw their
Rights” project. This project is spon-
sored by the British Government and
is controlled by the British Council.
The goal of the project was to develop
the awareness of children among
schools, families and children them-
selves.” He has also assured the need
of developing females’ education
since they represent 50% of the popu-
lation and that, therefore, Yemen
needs high-level girl schools so they
can contribute to the building of the
modern Yemen. Last, he added that he
was really glad that his embassy has
joined the contributors’ group assur-
ing the British government has donat-
ed a sum of US$ 14,000 (approxi-
mately 2 millions and quarter a mil-
lion) including a US$ 4000 which was
used to purchase the books.

Built on Values Steered by Experience

Mercedes-Benz has a new
class of heavy duty trucks.

was built for maximum load the incomparable torque
capacity at minimum wear which really makes a

Actros, Setting new and tear. difference. So you can
standards by uniting The Heart and brain of count on the Actros to
technology for the future the truck is the smart handle your load reliably
with the experience of its Telligent system which Day in. Day out.
predecessors. Actros has manages any accidental

Thinking forward -
thinking Actros.

misuse or wrong operation,
preventing damage and
ensuring life-long reliable
service  with  minimum
downtime. When it comes to
engine power, Telligent
electronic engine management
system is responsible for

innovated values that have
built the success of
Mercedes-Benz generations.

Actros is designed with a new
type of suspension which
ensures ideal steering
characteristics and excellent
vehicle stability, the Actros

United Engineering & Automobile Co. Ltd.

Tel.: 330 080 Fax: 320 030 Mercedes-Benz
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On Sunday, April 23rd, come
Faster  andenjoy the celek
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No vapour, no odour and no mess, -
it’s the Moulinex deep-fat fryer.

With its unique anti-odour filter.

Frying has always been a smelly business. But not anymore.

S
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Moulinex fryers with their adjustable thermostat,
microfiiter system (Clean Air T43) and many other fabulous
features make my frying an easier and cleaner task now. The
Supremia (AS5) even has a timer so | know exactly when my
favourite food is cooked! So easy to use and clean too!
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. No more vapour, no more smell and no more mess.
s .
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Impossible? Not anymore.

S
S
e
e

T
S

&
s

S e
G
Bl

EE

Ee ]
i ;
i e %
ey e
S e S
S i b
M S
- ek o e
5 Dol et U e e
e o
fi 4 oA
PR
e
e
i
S
il




Gymnastics Course
Concludes

SZam R

The gymnastics course at the Olympic
Center, organized jointly by the
Yemeni Gymnastics Union, World
Gymnastics Union and the Yemeni
Olympic Committee concluded last
week. About 25 participants, including
two girls: Adeelah Abdulwadood and
Huda Muhaidry took part in the course
which was conducted by the gymnas-
tics expert David Prosouv.

On this occasion, the chairman of the
Union, chairman of the Yemeni
Olympic Committee and some partici-
pants addressed the gathering high-
lighting the importance of disseminat-
ing the information that participants
had gained during the course to
improve the game in Yemen.

The British Gymnastics expert David
expressed the hope that the game
would prosper and improve during the
upcoming years.

Yemeni Handicapped To

Tour The Arab States

Yasser Hassanin, Khalid Taher and
Abdullah Saeed of the Handicapped
Society in Aden have recently arrived
in Sana’a on their bicycles, passing
through Lahj, Taiz, Ibb and Dhamar.
On their arrival, they stated that the
trip showed the courage and determi-
nation of handicapped to overcome
any sort of difficulties in sport. They
expressed their desire to go on an
expedition through the Arab states and
hoped to get the necessary support
from the Minister of Youth and Sports
Dr. Abdulwahab Raweh to enable
them to successfully accomplish their
mission which is the first initiative of
its kind by some Yemeni handicapped
youths.

Addawlah Ninth In The
World Cross-Country
Race
The Yemeni athlete Ismaeel Addawlah
came ninth in the world cross-country
race held recently in Sudan despite the
high temperature of 40 celsius preva-

lent there.

About 3500 athletes from Ethiopia,
Kenya, Eritrea, France, Djibouti,
Chad, Palestine, Syrian, Yemen and
Sudan participated in the race.
Mohammed Yacob (Sudan) came first,
Kore Paul (Sudan) second, Vortnato
(Eritrea) third. Luck, this time, was
not on the side of the international
Ethiopian athlete Kibara who came
fourth.

Mohammed Addawlah participated
for the first time outside Yemen after
wining the Republic Championship.

Handicapped Children’s
Club Inaugurated
A sports club for handicapped children
was inaugurated last weak in the
Handicapped Training Center in
Hodeidah. The club, which is the first
of its kind. comprises three depart-
ments for registration of new cases,
counseling mothers how to deal with
their handicapped children, and pro-
viding entertainment facilities to the
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handicapped respectively.
The club is funded by leading busi-
nessman Abdul Jaleel Radman.

Al-Azani in Bright Colors
in the International
Wrestling Championship

The International Wrestling
Championship, hosted by Syria, was
kicked off last Tuesday. The partici-
pating teams are from Yemen, Algeria,
Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia as well as Syria.
Abdullah Al-Azani, the Yemeni cham-
pion wrestler, has put up an exciting
performance in the 54 kg category
held in Tashrin, Syria. He defeated his
Iranian opponent, Mahdi Manawifi,
with 6 to 5 points. He also defeated his
Syrian opponent, Tarek Abdul Baki,
though he was defeated by the Syrian
Champion Abdul Aziz Al-Sabaghi. He
has also got a walk-over against the
Algerian, Sa’adi Al-Mahmadi, as the
latter could not participate due to a
shoulder injury.

In the 58 kg category, the Yemeni
wrestler Abdullah Al-Hakim per-
formed well and won a match against
his Syrian opponent, Samir Fatan.
However, he was defeated by the
Algerian Saidoon Abdul Hagq.

In the 69 kg category, the Yemeni
wrestler Mohammed Al-Kailami suf-
fered defeats in his bouts with the
Lebanese wrestler Rabia Al-Mawli
and with Ali Mahdian, an Iranian
wrestler . *

Qatari Delegation Visits
Aden & Taiz

On on official visit to Yemen, His
Excellency Hamid bin Eid Al-Thani,
chairman of the Qatari Youths’ and
Sports’ Organization, arrived in
Yemen on Sunday April 9, 2000. He
met with Dr. Abdul Wahab Raweh, the
Yemeni Minister of Youths and Sports,
and held talks regarding future cooper-
ation in sports between the two coun-
tries. The delegation also met with Dr.
Abdul Karim Al-Aryani, Prime
Minister, who appreciated the mutual
cooperation between the two countries
in different fields, especially in sports
and youth affairs. A memorandum of
understanding between Yemen and
Qatar was signed on the occasion.

His Excellency, as well as the accom-
panying delegation visited Aden last
Wednesday. They also paid a visit to

the 22 May Stadium, Aden Containers
Terminals, National Antiquities
Museum and Aden Tanks.

His Excellency along with his
entourage attended a dinner organized
in their honor by the governor of
Aden, Taha Ahmad Ghanem. The del-
egation paid a visit to Taiz last
Thursday and expressed high appreci-
ation for its historic monuments.

Chairman of Sha’ab Ibb
Club Resigns
Brigadier general, Najm Al-Din

Harash, chairman of Sha’ab Ibb Club,
resigned his post last week protesting
the alleged interference of some extra

constitutional sources affairs.

The administrative impasse regarding
the club’s participation in the tourna-
ment have further complicated. It may
be pointed out that Yahya Al-Salwi,
information and public relations offi-
cial of the club, had also resigned his
post last week.

Telal Celebrates the 95th
Anniversary
The Telal Club, established in 1905,
celebrates its 95th anniversary as the
oldest club in the peninsula and the
Gulf. The club’s celebration synchro-
nizes with the unification ceremonies.
The Administrative Department of the

club has constituted a committee for
this purpose which is chaired by Nabil
Ghanem to prepare the agenda for the
club’s celebrations. The celebration
will include different cultural and
sports competitions.

A trade exhibition, with more than 20
participating trade companies, is to be
held in Hukat Pool in Sirah, Crater.
The club is soon going to organize a
Football Tournament among all the
Clubs in Aden which will be compet-
ing for the Cup of 22 May. It also
plans to invite a Gulf team from the
Gulf countries to play with some
Yemeni teams after the football tour-
nament is over.

L
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Vacancies
Announcement

The Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority based in
Sanaa wishes to recruit two Executive Secretaries.

The ideal candidates should pass the following essential
qualifications and experience:

University degree or equivalent qualification and
experience, preferably with specialization in business
administration.

Extensive experience in secretarial field.

A thorough knowledge of spoken and written English
and Arabic Languages. |
Ability to use personal computers and contemporary

Short and typing capabilities.

The vacancies are open to both Yemeni male and female
candidates Applications, giving details of personal and
career history together with relevant testimonials and
recent photographs, may be sent to:

Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority
P. O. Box 1042, Sanaa.
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Please Do Keep Birds Free

w»«ss .

Yasser M. Ahmod _
YenenTimes - = =

ne wonders if the rapid
b changes in today’s world
have made us also change
# and lose our sensation of the
beautyof the nature crowned with birds’
singing. However, we have become
ignorants of this beauty and deprived
birds of protection so in return they
- deprived us their melodious singing.

Birds are very valuable to us human
beings. They help us hunt mice and rats
that can destroy our crops and stored
weeds. They have also been a source of
inspiration for scientists and poets. We
shall not forget that birds inspired the
idea of aviation. This has pushed scien-
tists to study bird’s wings and how they
thoroughly fly and made them capable of
designing more powerful planes,

Human beings should be grateful to
birds for they worn them from eminent
dangers. Nowadays large quantities of
deleterious chemicals that may kill
humans if spread into the air, seas, rivers
or the food that we eat (it is what we call
pollution). Birds and we breathe, drink
and eat from the same sources, therefore,
if birds die in large numbers this could
be a warning sign to us, humans, that a
great danger is awaiting us. Birds are the
gift of God to us and should be protected
for their necessity is not restricted to one
human or one country; they are impor-
tant to all humans in this universe.
There are more than 9000 different kinds
of birds in the world. They live in the
highest mountain peaks, widest oceans,
hottest deserts and coldest oceans and
lands in the north and south of our plan-
et. Each different kind is called
“species”. Birds need three important
factors to survive: a place with plentiful

amount of food, another for breeding and
building nests and to rest in at night.
Each species has its own habits and
moves that we call behavior. For exam-
ple, there is a special hunting behavior
for some birds, they move slowly and
wait for the prey until it gets close to
them. Some species move at very high
speeds to hunt their preys and others
make a combination of both. Birds have
even their own language; they use cer-
tain sounds with a combination of moves
of their wings and bodies to communi-
cate. They usually breed when there are
bountiful amounts of food that are
enough to feed their babies. In many
occasions they collect food near their
nest. Birds have also their own special
ways of breeding that prevent them form
extinction. The breeding behavior starts
with endearment where the mate tries to
tempt the female by dancing and making
musical sounds. Furthermore, birds are
like humans in certain manner like in
their need for immigration. Some
species live, feed and breed in one place
while other cross thousands of miles
traveling from a place to another
depending on the season and those are
called immigrant birds.

We face dangers in our daily life and so
do birds. These dangers threaten their
lives and make them more vulnerable to
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extinction. They are being hunted and
their environments like swamps and
forests are being destroyed by human
beings let alone the pollution that kills
enormous numbers of birds annually.

In our country there are approximately
(370) different species of birds of which
there are 13 that only exist in Socatra
and nowhere else in the world. In addi-
tion there are many immigrant birds that
arrive in winter form Europe and Russia
and others that arrive in summer from
Africa, Europe and Asia.

Finally, God has created these birds to
play an important role in this life not to
mention that they were mentioned more
than once in our holy Qur’an. I believe
that by now we should understand the
birds will always remain important to us.
Therefore, we shall let them free and try
not to be flippant with their lives.

MAM Showroom
Tel 275-145
Saif Bin Ze Yzen St

Royal
Tel 212875, 212421
Sana'a Trade Center
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Sheikh Saleh Ba-Thawaab - The Chairman
and all staff and workers of

The National Cigarettes &
Matches Industry

present their heartfelt congratulations to

President Ali Abdullah Saleh

and the accompanying delegation
on the occasion of the completion of his
historic and successful visit to Canada, USA,
ltaly and Vatican.

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL

AND HEAVY

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

&> Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

€ Fuel and water storage tanks.

& il fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

& Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals,

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

CIEVIL FROJECTS

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@* Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated ion & office facilities.

@ Sewage trestment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs,

@ High quality buildings & sports ¢

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 247852

Fax: (967-1) 263043
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccadenl @y.net.ye
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- Manned Security / Fire F. Systems.
- Security & Safety Systems.
- Alarm Systems / Cameras.

| Tel (967_; 1) 269583/243309, Fax: (967 - 1) 416 977 PO Box: 16916 Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Stallzon, Security

& Sqfety Servwe

ty /' Airport Equipment.
ty Consult. + Automatic Gates.
- All Safety & Security Gears
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ZUBAYEN TRADING & INDUSTRY COMPANY
Irca Pioneers in Hotels and Hospitals Equipments

Head Office: Sana'a - P. O. Box 2718, Sana'a, Yemen, Tel: 225107/225057, Fax: 224090
Branch: Aden - P. Q. Box 1142, Tel: 205060/1/2 Fax: 205063
E-mail: zubayeni @y.net.ye, zubayenA@y.net.ye
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: control.
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the food has been reached.
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High technology in its latest forms is
applied for the best results

There are different standards of
temperature and steam. A cooking
|| modes are selected from a single §

are  equipped with a
temperature probe which allows
cooking to automatically cease once
the desired core temperature level of

You can use these ovens at home.

FAGOR Ovens: ; '
A Solution for Every Need! =




