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Jordanian Newspaper reveals shocking information:

ISRAEL, OSA AND YEMEN INVOLVER 
IN A MYSTERIOUS MILITARY REAL

The Jordanian newspaper Al- 
Majd quoted last week western 
reports and Arab and foreign 
sources as disclosing details of a

most dangerous deal on security 
and military cooperation 
between Sanaa and Tel Aviv, 
pointing out that tourist normal
ization was the only part of the 
Yemeni-Israeli alliance moun
tain that could grant Israel a lot 
of control over the Gulf gate 
from the base of Aden.
Jordanian Al-Majd newspaper 
also said in its issue on April 25 
that political observers pondered 
long over the backgrounds and 
dimensions that led the Yemeni 
president to begin his recent tour 
to America by visiting “The 
Middle East Centre for Peace 
and Economic Cooperation”, 
which is well-known for its 
Jewish identity and patronage of 
Israeli associated American 
organizations. The newspaper 
maintained to say that reports 
had mentioned that the Yemeni- 
American-Jewish meeting took 
place two days after the return of 
the first public visit to Yemen by 
an Israeli tourist delegation, 
described by Israeli circles as 
“very successful”. Reports also 

indicated that the delegation’s 
visit to Sanaa, and president’s 
Ali Abdullah Saleh meetings in 
New York and his talks with 
president Clinton were merely a 
camouflage move to distract the 
attention from more serious rela
tions. They also judged it as pur
poseful theatrical attempt to con
ceal very dangerous and covert 
contacts and cooperation agree
ments concluded between Sanaa 
and Tel Aviv.
Reports prepared by a western 
security apparatus confirmed the 
existence of such contacts. 
Information disclosed details of 
the deal that the said security 
apparatus thought to have started 
from a meeting that took place 
two months ago in a European 
capital between Barak’s advisor 
Dany Yatoom, Mossad’s Former 
Chief, and a security advisor to 
the Yemeni President. The infor
mation revealed that the meeting 
resulted in a comprehensive deal 
including receiving Israeli 
tourist delegations in Yemen, but 
the more serious aspect is still 

under cover. The deal included 
an offer of “security, military 
and intelligence cooperation, the 
US participates in some of its 
articles.”
Upon the deal, Israel would sup
ply Yemeni authorities with 
monitoring and observation 
devices and sophisticated elec
tronic equipment in addition to 
some weapons among which 
“medium range missiles.” The 
Mossad commits itself to pro
vide necessary expertise for 
training special units from the 
Yemeni Republican Guard and 
intelligence as well as training 
and forming a Yemeni comman
dos unit specialized in combat
ing terrorism and kidnappings. 
Israel would commit itself to 
exercise its influence on the 
American administration and the 
congress and the Jewish lobby 
for supporting the Yemen’s 
regime and economy by improv
ing the image of Yemen espe
cially in relation to kidnapping 
of foreigners.

An Azerbaijani 
Woman Murdered 
In a Sanaa Court

An Azerbaijani women, Mariam, who lived 
in Yemen for 25 years, and who has the 
Yemeni nationality, was murdered yesterday 
in the heart of the court room of Sanaa’s 
South West Court a few minutes before the 
session started. The murdered, her ex-hus- 
band, Yousuf Ismail divorced her 5 years 
ago and had a personal legal case with her. 
Mariam’s ex-husband sneaked into the court 
room 5 minutes before the start of the ses
sion, then stabbed his ex-wife several times 
in her back and in various parts of her body. 
She was then taken immediately to the hos
pital, but she died as soon as she arrived to 
its gate.
Sources at the court said the case between 
Mariam and her ex-husband was going on in 
favor of Mariam. However, even though she 
won the court case, she lost her life.
The incident caused a lot of dismay and 
anger by all the eye witnesses and staff 
members of the court, especially that 
weapons are not supposed to be permitted 
into courts.

As preparations go in full swing in the construction and maintenance of roads and other 
facilities for Unity’s 10th anniversary celebration, will the government make it on time? 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE!
In preparations for the 10th anniversary cel
ebrations of the birth of the united Yemen, 
Anniversary Celebration Committee has 
been formed to handle all the preparations 
for this event. The committee is supposed to 
carry out the maintenance and construction 
activities of roads, sidewalks, buildings, and 
other facilities. Such activities have become 
quite evident to everyone in Sanaa, and will 
soon be in Aden and other cities.
A great achievement is most probably the 
maintenance of the sewage system in Al- 
Rowda. The road from the airport does not 
have the old sewage stinky smell that used to 
disrupt the environment and bring unpleas
ant times to the visitors. Many streets are 
being maintained around the 70-m street. 
Several streets including parts of 60-m street 
are closed until today. It all seems to have 
started roughly one month before the cele
bration’s date. People were quite happy that 
cleaning and such activities are going so 
quickly and efficiently. These are simply 
things they are not used to! There even was 
a quote of a famous businessmen saying, 
“See, that means that if there is a political 
will, everything is possible.”
The 5-star hotel industry in the city is also 
satisfied as all rooms have been fully 
booked for the celebration.

Not only that, but preparations to 
completely furnish tens of VIP villas 
are underway. There has also been 
contracts signed in bringing hundreds 
of Arab servants from abroad just to 
serve the delegations coming from all 
over the world.
However, it is somewhat disappoint

ing that all these actions that are taken in 
the last minute basis, did not include the 
unlucky neighborhoods that delegations 
will not pass by. Hayel Street is one 
of them. Add to that, the motorcy
cles are already forbidden in the 
streets of the capital.
On the other hand, a common 
thought is that it could have been 
much easier if there were a long
term plan for all of this long time 
before construction. However, 
despite the time restraints, and 
despite the rainy weather, the gov
ernment believes that everything 
would be ready on time.
It is indeed a challenge, and almost 
an impossible mission. Can the gov
ernment make it on time and have 
everything ready and as scheduled 
on 21 May?
The only worry that all Yemenis in 
Sanaa are having is “will all the 
enhancements and constructions 
continue after the delegations 
peacefully leave the country? Or is 
it just a temporary action for the 
duration of the celebration only?”

Continued on page 2.

US AMBASSADOR IN A PRESS CONFERENCE: 
“The US and Yemen recognize that normalization with 

Israel will be a part of a comprehensive peace agreement”
US Ambassador to Yemen Barbara K. 
Bodine held on April 25, 2000 a press con
ference at the embassy building in Sanaa on 
the occasion of the 10th anniversary of 
Yemen’s Unification Day which falls on 
May 22. The conference was attended by a 
host of media reporters and the US Embassy 
was represented by the Cultural and Political 
Attaches plus the Ambassador. Ms. Bodine 
talked about various topics and responded to 
questions raised by some reporters who 
were in attendance at the press conference. 
Yemen Times was present at the conference 
and raised a question by Mr Mohammed 
Bin Sallam mentioning that " Many US 
congressional delegates and officials fre

quently pay unannounced visits to Yemen, 
but the US embassy does not give the 
media prior information so that to cover 
such visits, a matter that forces us to seek 
information from other sources . A most 
recent example is the expected visit to 
Yemen by Ms Mary McDavid, in charge 
of public relations in the congress, the gen
eral coordinator between the congress and 
the White House. What’s your comment?
Ambassador Bodine responded to Yemen 
Times question by saying, “First of all, any 
official visitor from the United States who 
comes to Yemen, I know that Dr Eccel and 
the Embassy put out announcements to all 
the Yemen media. We have never had an 
official visitor that we have never 
announced publicly. As for the congress per
son that you are referring to, I think what 
you are talking about is the group of Senate 
wives who are coming here on a tourist visit. 
In response to a question raised by Mr 
Mohammed Al- Qadhi from Yemen Times 
on threats received by the embassy and their 

source, the US ambassador said, “Let’s put it 
this way, if we knew exactly where the 
threats were coming from, we would do 
something to stop them. How do we get 
them? Phone, fax, letters, any number of dif
ferent ways. Remarking on the release of 
the film of "Rules of Engagement” had an 
effect on President Ali Abdullah Saleh visit 
to the United States, ambassador Bodine 
said ” I would say first of all that the wel
come to president Saleh to the United States 
was very warm and a very good welcome.” 
She added that the film release "which we 
certainly do not support, was a coincidence, 
and certainly not planned for the President’s 
visit.”

Continued on page 4
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In Brief
Uzbekistani Lady Appeals 

to Human Rights Organizations
Exclusive (YT) - An Uzbekistani Lady named Esveit 
Lana Kadrova and is a mother of three children 
appeals to human rights organizations to help her and 
her two-year son in their misery. After divorcing her, 
her husband who is from Lahj, forced her to the 
streets. She could get nothing from her husband so as 
to continue living. Now she is living in one of her 
friend’s flat and can not afford the expenses of buying 
milk for her child, let alone the expenses of the flight 
back home.
She had already resorted to the Russian Consulate in 
Aden to help her in her tragedy. After referring to the 
Russian Embassy in Sana’a, the ambassador gave 
orders not to help her under the pretext that she has 
not got the Russian nationality.
Ms. Kadrova said that she was not even able to afford 
the travel cost to Sana’a to explain her plight to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Families of The Container’s Victims 
Pressured to Disclaim The Case

Families of the victims of the private prison in Dhamar gov
ernorate have been under strong pressure to disclaim their 
case against Sheikh Nasser Al-Meqdad, now under interro
gation by Dhamar’s Prosecution. One of the victims fathers 
said that he would not disclaim his right to avenge his son's 
death. He, at the same time, appealed to authorities con
cerned to save them from Al-Miqdad’s pressures.

Yemenis Arrested in New York
A group of Yemenis were arrested last week in New York 
for dealing with Qat which is considered a drug in America. 
In a campaign against Qat, police attacked a cafe frequent
ed by Yemenis in Brooklyn and arrested some of the 
Yemenis there.
Three Yemenis were also arrested for the same reason after 
Eid Al-Adhaa this year.

Judge Kidnapped
Judge Jamal Al-Ghareeb was kidnapped and beaten up by a 
group of armed men last Tuesday. In a letter sent to the 
Minister of Justice, Al-Ghareeb said that he was taken to a 
flat in Al-Qasr street where he was beaten for two hours. 
The kidnappers asked him to write documents confessing 
that his latest verdict was illegal and that it was paid for. 
They then took him to Al-Judeiry police station. Strangely 
enough. Al-Ghareeb was threatened by the police officer of 
two year imprisonment if he did not do as demanded by the 
kidnappers. The letter concluded by requesting the Minister 
to intervene and hold kidnappers accountable for their irre
sponsible deed.

Journalists Arrested in Abyan
Al-Thawry newspaper’s correspondent Ali Dahmas and 
Aamer Al-Sori were arrested by PSO in Abyan last 
Wednesday. The two journalists were arrested after the 
opposition parties showed their intention to carry on a sit in 
at the YSP’s office in Abyan to express their condemnation 
for the issuance of the building of Khanfar’s security to 
chairman of Abyan Appeal Court.

9th European Community -Yemen 
Joint Meeting on May 2nd

25 Representatives of 15 European Union Member States, 
the European Union Council, the European Commission 
and for the first time also of the European Investment Bank, 
are expected in Sana’a for their annual meeting with the 
Government of Yemen.
Mr. Peter Zangl, European Commission Director for 
External Relations with the Middle East and South 
Mediterranean, is heading the visiting Delegation whilst 
H.E. Ahmed SOFAN, Minister of Planning and 
Development, will represent the Government of Yemen dur
ing the negotiations.

Kareem Khan Refutes Presence 
of the Isma’eli Sect in Najran

The leader of the Islamic Isma’eli Sect Kareem Khan refut
ed last week in Paris the reports about the presence of 
Isma’elis in Najran Province, Saudi Arabia. News has 
reported that Saudi Police broke into a mosque belonging to 
the Sect in Najran, arrested some members and confiscated 
some of its books.
On the other hand, members of the Islamic Isma’eli Sect in 
Yemen have issued a statement considering the event as an 
emphasis on the philosophy of Wahabite doctrine, which is 
based on recoursing to force, terrorism, oppression and tor- 
mentation against the rest of Islamic doctrines and sects. 
The Sect appeals to all the international organizations con
cerned with human rights to stop what they described as 
aggression intended for committing genocide against mem
bers of this sect. On another level, at least 40 people were 
killed in the incidents that took place along the border. The 
fighting, between Saudi police and members of the Ismaili 
sect, broke out after a large crowd marched on the palace 
Governor Prince Mishaal bin Saud in Najran demanding the 
release of the man, which the Saudi authorities already 
arrested.

Armed Clashes in Saber, Re-erupted
Armed confrontations between Koradha and Marzooh vil
lages, Sabeir district in Taiz re-erupted Friday, April 21 in 
which heavy weapons were used. Reliable sources told 
Yemen Times that the fighting continued from 6:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 21 until 4:00 a.m. Saturday, April 22. The 
result of that fighting is still unknown. Policemen were sent 
to the area and carried out arrests of citizens. Those sources 
added that there were some clandestine forces behind that 
fighting. It is worth mentioning that such conflicts erupted 
between the two villages because of their dispute over 
water.

Demonstrations in Hadhramout
More than 5000 people gathered in Hadhramout on April 27 
in a festival organized by the opposition parties to express 
their condemnation of violent actions against the demon
stration of 27 April 1998 in which a number of demonstra
tors were killed.
The event was attended by a number of political leaders of 
the opposition parties. Among the various activities of the 
gathering were giving speeches and reading poems.
On the other hand, the government gave orders to disperse 
any demonstration. Moreover, a draft law authorizing police 
officers to fire at any dubious gathering of more than 5 peo
ple was presented to the parliament.

Court Holds Second Session 
to Examine Dutch Expert Case

Southwest Sana’a court Tuesday. May 2, 2000 will be hold
ing its second session to examine the murder case of the 
Dutch expert. Jon Bol, and the Deputy Manager of the 
Project, Mohammed Haider.
Defendant Abdul-Al-Razzaq Al-Ja’adi, has confessed 
killing both the Manager of the Project and the Dutch expert 
in the first session. He confessed that he murdered them in 
the late February 2000 saying that what he did was a reli
gious duty and that it was Jihad. He said that the Dutch 
expert was disseminating atheist ideas while the project 
Manager refused to listen to his advice and return to God. 
He also asked the court to acquit him and release him. Some 
news reported that he was insane but he denied these alle
gations and confirmed being sane and in full control of his 
actions.

Yemeni Jurists Released a Religious Opinion “Fatwa” 
26 Yemeni Jurists gave a religious opinion “Fatwa” forbid
ding normalization with Israel. Those outstanding jurists are 
“Mufti of Yemen" Ahmed Bin Mohammed Zabara. his 
assistant Hamoud Bin Abass Al-Moaid, Ahmed Mohammed 
Al-Shami, Omar Ahmed Saief. Sheik Abdulmajeed Zandani 
and other Yemen jurists. They believe that we should not 
normalize relations with Zionists because they founded 
their state on the Islamic land. The “Fatwa” calls upon all 
Yemenis not to sell lands to Zionists or allow them to invest 
in our country. “We should stand against them and prevent 
them from residing in the country,” the Fatwa stipulated. In 
addition, the “Fatwa” calls upon Yemenis and Arabs to be 
cautious from the Jews.

8 Fishermen Died after Colliding with a Ship 
On Monday, 17 April 2000, 8 fishermen died after a colli
sion with an unidentified ship in the Red Sea. Few of them 
were able to make it to the shore while the other eight 
drowned after the collision.
Authorities in Hodieda started investigation into the acci
dent but were not able to reveal the identity of the ship 
which caused the death of 8 Yemenis. It is worth noting that 
several fishermen from Aden and Hodieda have reported 
that unidentified ships regularly enter Yemeni waters for 
fishing. These ships have caused pollution because of the 
underwater explosions that they make. However, the author
ities did not take any action in regards to fishermen com
plaints.

Yemeni Students Invited by Jewish Movement 
Sources have told the Yemen Times that Budhur Assalam 
Jewish Movement sent invitations to some private schools 
in Sanaa to attend students events in America and 
Switzerland with participation of the Zionist entity. The 
activities aim at promoting peace process and normaliza
tion. Yemeni Embassy in America prepares to choose mem
bers of the delegation who will be of 14 years of age, but it 
is still not known if private schools have sent their replies or 
not.
Meanwhile a number of MPs asked Saturday to summon the 
government to Parliament to question it on allowing a num
ber of Jews to visit Yemen as well as on normalization.
Political parties and the Committee on Resisting 
Normalization issued statements in this regard calling on 
the government to back down from the policy of running 
after normalization with Israel.

German Secretary of State Visits Yemen
German Secretary of State, Dr. Herbert Hirschler will be 
visiting Yemen from 30th of April till 8th May. He aims to 
consolidate and increase the excellent cooperation between 
the German State of Hessen and the Republic of Yemen in 
the field of Public Health.
Dr. Hirschler is to be accompanied by a delegation of ca. 20 
renowned professors and experts in the field of medicine 
and technology, representatives of companies from the field 
of medical technology and constructors of turnkey hospi
tals. The delegation will lead discussions with politicians 
and experts on medical technology and the building of hos
pital equipment. The delegation plans to visit hospitals dur
ing their stay.
Dr. Herbert Hirschler will present a donation from the State 
of Hessen to the Ministry of Electricity and Water for the 
German-Emirate Program regarding the launch of regener
ative energy. The donation will be a 3kW plant solar tech
nology in order to familiarize the people with the technolo
gy.

Third Annual Agricultural Exhibition
During the period (9-13 of May) the Third Annual 
Agricultural Exhibition. Agrish 2000, will be held at the 
General Authority for Researches and Agriculture 
Instruction building in Dammar. The goal of the exhibition 
is to assemble farmers, researchers and manufacturers in 
one place where they can transfer modern techniques to 
fanners.
The exhibition includes several pavilions for offering guid
ance and answers to farmers’ questions on various agricul
tural subjects. It also contains entertaining and educational 
activities aimed at improving farmer’s level.
It is worth mentioning that there is a movement by some 
businessmen to establishing a company specialized in agri
cultural guidance for marketing services commercially. 
This means that only the rich would benefit from this com
pany and that excludes poor farmers who do not have 
enough money.

Governor of Hoddida Complains
The governor of Hoddida. Mohamed Hatem Al-Khawi 
accused Mohammed Ali Al-Ulefi. Chief Editor of Al-Ray 
Ala’am newspaper of extorting money from him for sub
scription to the newspaper. Yemen Times has got a copy of 
a letter addressed to the information minister, chairman of 
journalists union and chief editors in Yemen saying that he 
received a phone call from Al-Ulefi requesting him either to 
pay YR 500 thousand for subscription and congratulations' 
ads, or he will be liable to severe criticism like that con
ducted against Minister of Interior and governor of Aden.

Settling Yemen’s Debts
A senior official in the Central Bank stated that Yemen has 
been granted a considerable discount in its commercial 
debts. The Legal Advisor in the World Bank endorsed set
tling the down payment of Yemen's debts amounting to S 
344 million with about $ 8.8 million. The foreign commer
cial debts of Yemen amount to S 420 million. The world 
bank and some other donor countries have also granted 
Yemen $15 million which will be used to settle the second 
payment of Yemen’s debts. The Legal Advisor in the World 
Bank and Financial Advisor in the Central Bank in Yemen 

have met for the very purpose.

Historic Cemetery Discovered in Dhamar
A very old cemetery was by chance discovered by a man in 
Al-Ghabbari district in Dhamar. The cemetery contains 3- 
meter graves. The way bodies are buried shows that they 
were buried before Islam. Swords, Gold as well as silver 
bullions were also found in the graves.

Expected Resolution for 
the Yemeni-Saudi Borders Problem

Optimistic political sources in Sana’a expected that the 
Yemen-Saudi border issue will come to an end during the 
celebrations of the unification.
Those sources believe that the participation of Crown 
Prince Abdulla Bin Abdulaziz is a positive step towards 
reaching a solution for this issue. Those sources also expect 
to conclude borders demarcation agreement between the 
two countries, linking that to recent statements by a Yemeni 
military official as saying that the joint committees have 
finished their field work.

Workshop on Marine Resources
The Regional Association for Red Sea Environment 
Protection organizes a workshop on Marine Resources. The 
workshop meetings are continued since April 29- May 3, 
2000. The workshop is attended by Mr. Taha Ahmed 
Ghanim, governor of Aden, Dr. Saleh Ba Sura, president of 
Aden University, Dr. Hussein Al-Junaid, Secretary General 
of Environment Protection Council, Mohammed Hashim, 
Director of Fishing Institute, and Mr. Abdulmajeed Hadad, 
representative of UNDP.
With the participation of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Egypt, 
Sudan, Djibouti, Somalia, and Yemen, the workshop aims at 
discussing and preparing a program for the year 2000-2003 
on protecting marine resources and marine life.

Japan Donates Collection of Books
A collection of books about Japan in English were donated 
to Sana’a University. Japan aims at strengthening mutual 
understanding between Japan and Yemen. The books 
include a variety of topics ranging from art to politics. A list 
of these books was handed over by Mr. Akira Hoshi, 
Ambassador of Japan to Yemen to Dr. Abdulaziz Al- 
Maqaleh, president of Sana’a University, at a ceremony 
held yesterday at the University.

Consular Section of U.S. Embassy
The Consular Section of U.S. Embassy in Sana’a will be 
closed to the public on the last Tuesday of each month.

International Medical Exhibition 
Launched at Sana’a Expo Center

After the phenomenal success of the 
International Pharmaceutical Exhibition last 
year, Apollo International Exhibition is all set to 
launch this new millenium’s grand pharmaceuti
cal exhibition (Medi Pham Yemen 2000) during 
June. This grand event starting on the 25th of 
June till the 28th of June is poised at the perfect 
time when the 9th Scientific Dental Symposium 
is due to take place. Tofik Al- Nihmy, General 
Manager of Apollo International Exhibition said 
that the combined efforts of the Ministry of 
Health and Sana’a Expo Center are taking all 
possible measures to ensure that the event is one 
of the years best in terms of organization, exe
cution and participation by the numerous com
panies that have enrolled to exhibit their prod
uct. In short we could say that anybody and 
everybody who associate themselves or their 
companies with medicine and pharmaceuticals 
would surely make their presence felt at the 
Sana’a Expo Center this June.

Storage Systems and Applications, Seminar 
Organized by ARCOMA company in Sana’a, a 
seminar was held Monday, April 17, 2000 at the 
Sheraton Hotel. The theme of the seminar was 
about the storage systems and applications. The 
seminar was attended by interested people from 
the government and private sector.

Provocative Behavior against YSP 
Members at Sana’a Airport

The political office of the YSP condemned a 
provocative behavior conducted by the security 
of Sana’a Airport against Ali Saleh Obad. secre
tary general of YSP. and Jaar Allah Omar, secre
tary of the Central Committee while checking 
their bags, delaying them for one hour under the 
pretext that they were carrying books that 
should be officially sanctioned to be brought 
into Yemen. Mr. Mokbel and Jaar Allah were 
back home from Syria after attending a confer
ence with members of YSP who are in exile 
there. The meeting was held for discussing the 
party’s conditions in the coming Fourth 
Conference to be held soon to discuss the possi
bility of their re-joining the party’s central com
mittee.

SADIC competition
The Seventeenth Aydin Dogan International 
Cartoon Competition, organized each year by 
the Aydin Dogan Foundation, will be celebrated 
with an award ceremony on Thursday 9th 
November 2000.
Interested applicants are to submit at least two 
cartoons to the Turkish Embassy. The deadline 
is Thursday, May 18, 2000.

Handicapped Demand their Plot of Land
In a memorandum addressed to Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Hussain Al-Ahmar, parliament 
speaker, chairman and members of the 
Handicapped society appealed to interfere and 
restore their piece of land located in Mathbah, 
Sana'a. The piece of land was seized by one of 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussain Al-Ahmar’s sons.

We have ail the documents and verdicts that 
ascertain our ownership over this land,” the 
society officials said. They also added that the 
piece of land was granted to them by a benevo
lent to build a training center and housing sec
tion for the handicapped.
It is worth noting that incidents of seizing prop
erties of the society, including the handicapped 
and the blind, have increased these days. Some 
weeks ago the Ministry of Insurance confiscated 

a piece of land belonging to the blind. When the blind tried 
to protest, they were severely beaten up by the security of 
the Ministry. The authority seems to turn deaf.

Massive Condemnations against 
Police Authority Draft Law

Many political parties, lawyers and MPs denounced the 
‘Police Authority Draft Law’ currently under discussion in 
the Parliament, asserting that it is just similar to the 
‘Demonstration Draft Law’ which was stopped by the 
Parliament after a strong opposition campaign.
The new police draft law gives the police the right to launch 
arbitrary arrest and fire at suspect people.
The draft law contains a number of violations including 
arresting any person, examining him even without any legal 
or judiciary warrant. It also entitles them to fire at anyone, 
sentenced to at least three months prison term, who tries to 
escape. This is actually a violation of lawful regulations 
which stipulate that punishment should be proportionate to 
the crime. The draft law includes in article (8) provision (y) 
that the security has the right to pursue and arrest those who 
escape from justice by any possible means. This means that 
firing at them may be one the first ways to think of and will 
be applied for any reason and for any violation.
Further more, article no (5) envisages that the security has 
the right to fire at any crowed of more than five people and 
are suspected to violate the public security.
Political parties, lawyers and MPs called upon all the civil 
organizations and other parties as well to protest against this 
draft law. The Parliament endorsed two weeks ago the pro
posal to return this draft law to the Constitutional 
Committee and the Defense Committee in the Parliament 
before discussing it.

Government Violations to be 
Referred to Judiciary System

The Committee of Financial Affairs at the Parliament rec
ommended that government violations related to illegal 
spending of revenues should be referred to the judiciary 
system, especially those violations of 1995 and 1996. These 
expenses are spent without any legal warrant, the commit
tee noted. In its final report, the committee called for 
assigning the Central Organization for Control and Audit 
(COCA) to refer these violations to court, follow them up 
and then report back.
The committee has also recommended that the Parliament 
directs the government to sanction COCA to audit and 
check all the previous spendings.
MPs called for interrogating the government in regards to 
its spending YR 4,775, 700,235 in 1996 and 1997. In addi
tion to $877,338 distributed over all the governorates of the 
Republic. It’s worth noting that complains from people 

owning hotels, shops, restaurants, stores, etc have increased 
these days due to imposing arbitrary cleanliness fees rang
ing between (5,000-40,000) per month in case of hotels and 
between (2,000-5,000) in case of restaurants.

Saudi Newspaper Assails the Yemenis
The Saudi newspaper Ukadh has lashed out at Yemen 
and the Yemenis, consider- 
ing their presence inside the 
Kingdom as posing danger 
to the society. Deputy 
Editor-in-Chief of the news
paper Aymen Mohammed
demanded in a field reportage he had last week con-
ducted in Assir and Najran, both territories annexed 
by the Kingdom, the residents not to allow the 
Yemenis to work or even to offer help to them 
because their presence, according to him, posed a 
threat to the society, particularly because of theft prac
tices they commit. The Saudi journalist commented 
on a picture he had shot for three Yemeni nationals 
entered the Kingdom’s territories in quest of job 
opportunities by saying as " They narrate the story of 
bitter travel and making a living on the Kingdom’s 
riches.” The newspaper quoted a police station chief 
in Najran as saying security was normal except for 
disturbance by the Yemenis who practice smuggling, 
theft and others. The press report has received large- 
scale denunciation from the Yemenis and one of the 
opposition organs described it as an apparent insult to 
the Yemenis feelings. The Nasserite Al-Wahdawi 
newspaper said it would publish the text of the press 
reportage to see the response of the Information 
Ministry that sue a number of opposition newspapers 
and journalists on charges of offending the ‘’Sisterly 
Kingdom”.

Legislations and Press Freedom in a Seminar 
On the World Day for Press, Yemen’s journalists 
union holds on Wednesday May 3, a symposium on 
freedom of Yemeni press in Yemeni legislations.
A number of politicians and intellectuals would attend 
the symposium, among whom are the minister of 
Legal Affairs and Parliament Affairs Abdalla Ahmed 
Ghanem, Dr Abdul Aziz Al-Makalih, president of 
Sanaa University, Mr Abdulwahab Al-Ruhani, mem
ber of parliament and Dr Mohammed Abdulmalik Al- 
Mutawakil, Sanaa University professor. A number of 
lawyers will also take part in the symposium. The 
symposium is held in coordination with the UN office 
and the resident representative of the UN 
Development Program in Sanaa.

A Plead for Action to Ministry 
of Interior by YNCCRC

Yemen Times received a letter from the Yemen 
National Collation for Child Rights Care (YNC
CRC) complaining of the slow reaction towards the 
robbery of the car of the Swedish Save the Children 
Organization (Radda Barnen). The 4-wheel drive 97 
Hilux of the organization was taken by a group of 
men, two which were wearing military uniforms. “I 
was in the car when the three armed men, wearing 
military uniforms came to me and told me that the 
car is reported to have been involved in an accident 
and they must take it to the Jiraf Police Station. I 
was so naive and thought that they were policemen, 
so I went along with them to what was supposed to 
be the Jiraf Police Station. However, later I realized 
that I am taken out of the city, and the one of them 
who drove the car seemed to be focused on getting 
the car as far away from the city as possible. I under
stood that I was kidnapped, and the car is being 
stolen. I tried to resist, but they were armed, so I 
couldn’t do a thing. They even went into an fuel sta
tion to fill the tank, and I also could not but act nor
mal because of the guns that were aimed at me. 
After a few hours I found myself in a single-hour 
drive distant area called Jehana. The kidnappers 
seemed to be from Khawlan, and specifically from 
Al-Ghadri tribe, as that is what they said. I was 
taken out of the car, and they drove away leaving me 
without any transportation back to the city, to which 
I was able to reach after long hours of waiting.” 
To get the response of the representative of the

organization, Yemen Times called Mr. Mats 
Melin, its Yemen Program Manager. “I am rela
tively new here as I only spent 6 months in 
Yemen so far. However, I do know that this is 

not the first time a car of ours is stolen. In 1998, a 
similar incident happened, but the security and 
police forces acted swiftly and returned the car with
in a short period of time. But in this case, 10 days 
have passed, and still, the vehicle is not back.” He 
said. “This is our 37th year working for and with 
the Yemeni children, and I am concerned that we 
have heard nothing from the authorities yet. We 
however would like to thank all the NGOs that have 
been helping in exerting efforts to have our car back. 
I am convinced that their work will pay off, and that 
the vehicle will be back, but action is required by the 
ministry of interior as soon as possible.” Mr. Melin 
concluded.
Engineer Yahya Al-Kufayli of the YNCCRC 
emphasized that the Minister of Interior should do 
his best in getting the vehicle back as soon as possi
ble for the sake of the activities of the organization. 
He noted that the Chairman of the Investigative Unit 
in Sanaa directed him to the Security Manager of 
Sanaa Governorate.
Until the moment of publishing this issue, the vehi
cle is not back, and it surely is a pity that such 
organizations that are helping our children are treat
ed that way, and what is worse is that the authorities 
are adding insult to injury by their carelessness in 
dealing with it. It is worth mentioning that the stolen 
vehicle was extensively used to serve the purpose of 
delivering services and other tasks that eventually 
benefit the Yemeni children.

Continued from page 1:
USA, Yemen, and Israel, and the Deal 
Israel promised to actively participate in 
increasing foreign investments in Yemen and 
urging American Jews businessmen and 
Yemeni Jews to invest in Yemeni projects in 
addition to agricultural cooperation.
Latest information indicated that actual 
implementation of the deal began three 
weeks ago. The Jordanian newspaper goes on 
to report that in the first week of last March, 
a US-Israeli mission arrived secretly in the 
city of Aden and held coordination meetings 
with very close Yemeni personalities to 
install monitoring devices aimed at control
ling this strategic water way. Intelligence 
information has also disclosed that a Mossad 
delegation had arrived in Yemen most of them 
of Yemeni Jews. Yemeni president entrusted 
his son Ahmed in charge of the Republican 
Guard to directly supervise the work of the 
group in training the special guard and quali
fying an anti-terrorism and kidnapping unit. 
News reports also mentioned that a high- 
ranking Yemeni army officer made a secret 
visit to the Dutch capital Amsterdam to pro
cure developed espionage equipment and 
supplies to be used in combating terrorism 
and for monitoring and observation. The 
equipment could be used for monitoring citi
zens moves, borders, communications and 
spying activities against neighboring coun
tries. It is reported that the purchase deal cost 
is estimated at $34 million.

Continued from page 1:
Mission Impossible

However, it was not always 
a happy story. Yemen Times 
discovered while making an 
investigative story on the 
Central Prison that hun
dreds of street sellers and 
car cleaners in jail. When 
asking the police officers 
why they have been put 
there, he replied “They will 
only stay for one month and 
then we will let them go.” It 
was quite a surprise to wit
ness the confident tone of 
the officer. Ln response to 
our question asking why he 
was put in jail he cried, “We 
have done nothing at all. It 
is unfair to put us in these 
cells without committing 
any crime. I am afraid that 
my case would be like the 
other prisoners and spend 
my life forgotten in this 
damn prison.”
Then we witnessed that the 
traditional fruits market on 
the 45-m and 70-m streets 
crossroads was actually dis
placed to an area far from 
the original spot. We then 
realized that the market will

be pushed further away 
from the 70-road for the 
road constructions being 
carried out. Not only that, 
but we also learned the 
whole market will be lifted. 
We asked one of the sellers, 
what would you do after
wards? How will you make 
ends meet later? He replied, 
“We will simply continue to 
wander and run away from 
the police and municipality 
officers here and there. 
Else, I believe we will have 
to starve.”
There has been news stating 
that there will be a clamp 
curfew on Sanaa City dur
ing the days of celebration. 
This would probably cause 
a lot of suffering and misery 
to many who depend on 
their daily work to earn 
their bread for the day.
Yet, we are all thinking of 
one thing: What if prepara
tions were not completed on 
time? We hope there would 
be no reason to try and 
answer this question.
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ADC Communications Director, Hussein Ibish to Yemen Times:

“I think that it is the most racist movie against Arabs 
that has ever been made by a major Hollywood studio. ”

H
ussien Ibish is the 
Communications 
Director of the 
Washington-based 
American-Arab

Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), the largest Arab - American 
membership organization in the 
USA. The committee has generated 
the strongest response strong 
against the Paramount movie, “Rules of 
Engagement” that has damaged the image of 
Yemen and the Arab world in general. The ADC 
has organized a number of demonstrations and 
protest activities against the movie. During his 
stay in Washington last week, the Chief Editor of 
Yemen Times participated in one of the demon
strations that took place in front of a Cinema 
Theater in Washington, D.C.’s Wisconsin Avenue. 
The editor was delighted to have met with Mr. 
Ibish during the demonstrations, in which he was 
also a participant, and filed the following inter
view.

Q: One of your activities is to try to prevent any 
discrimination acts against Arabs. Can you tell us 
more about this.
A: We have to monitor the media in order to make 
sure that the news coverage of the Middle East is fair 
and balanced and that there are not excessive defam
atory representations of Arab countries, cultures or 
societies in the entertainment industry. So, it is our 
major role as civil right organization in the US 
because so much of the discrimination against us is 
based on the wrong, misleading, unfair images of 
Arabs and Arab countries created by movies and tel
evision in this country.

A: I believe you have been very active recently in 
regard to the movie “Rules of Engagement”. You 
have indicated that it is truly a racist movie. What 
else can you tell us about it?
Q: I think that it is the most racist movie against 
Arabs that has ever been made by a major 
Hollywood studio. I have never seen anything like 
though I have been watching these movies for years. 
I thought I had seen it all after watching ‘True Lies’ 
and ‘The Siege’ which were truly racist. However, 
when I saw ‘Rules of Engagement’, I realized that it 
truly can be much worse. This film crosses the line 
by taking a whole society, the Yemeni society and 
depicting every body in it as violent anti-American 
fanatic including men, women and children without 
distinction. Even a handicapped 5 or 6-years-old girl 
in crutches was seen carrying a gun that looked half 
her body weight. Ridiculously, they open fire on 
American soldiers which is absolutely amazing. We 
have never seen a movie, before that was so dedicat
ed to thoroughly vilifying an entire society. Very few 
movies in history have done that; one is the first fea
ture movie of Hollywood for 1917 ‘Birth of Nation’ 
that does this with black people, another is a movie 
made by the Nazis called ‘The Eternal Jew’ which 
does this with Jews and now we have the one made 
by Hollywood, in 2000, that discriminates against 
Arabs and Yemenis in particular.

Q: In regard to Paramount, have they ever 
thought that this movie would do such damage? 
Have you warned or told them of the bad conse
quences that the movies could cause?
A: Yes, we definitely did. We approached Paramount 
formally. Our President Dr. Hanna Abu Hsoud wrote 
a formal letter to the Chairman of Paramount 
Pictures, in January 2000 saying that we are very 
concerned and that the we think this movie was bad.

We stated that we have real problems 
with this movie and that we want to 
see it and have a dialogue. In case 
there is a problem, we could avoid 
them. However, they did not respond 
to us. The first formal response we 
received was a short letter which we 
got few days before the film was 
released. The letter said two things: 
the film was shot in Morocco and 

two, that the film was not offensive and there is noth
ing wrong with it. They did not even give us the ele
mentary courtesy of pre-release screening and we 
never had a studio treat us like that before. In retro
spect, we all know why they did not want to talk to 
us. They made a movie that is completely indefensi
ble in its portrayal of Yemenis, Arabs and Muslims. 
It was just outrageous and no wonder they refused to 
talk to us. I would not want to talk to people I was 
about to slander and insult like that. But, we have to 
attempt to start with them again because they are 
going to make more movies. As a matter of fact, I can 
tell you that we are very concerned to know that the 
Director of this movie, William Freidkin, who mar
ried the CEO of Paramount, is negotiating now to 
make a movie based on the 1972 Israeli book “Old 
Jerusalem” which is a Israeli book about the 1948 
war in Palestine. So this could, probably, be worse 
because it is about a true event and would be very 
damaging and very bad. We feel very strongly that 
we need to oppose this movie because it is outra
geous and because Paramount may make more 
movies like that. It is incredible how racist 
Hollywood can be.

Q: Did they respond to the demonstrations that 
took place, and to your reactions towards the 
movie?
A: No, they just issued few denials without any 
details saying there was nothing wrong with this 
movie. It does not disparage any group, individual or 
government. They were just blatant lies. Frankly, 
they have depicted hundreds and thousands of 
Yemenis. They showed that every single Yemeni is 
bad and that most of them are anti-American fanat
ics, murderers, part of a mob, crazy and violent 
which is ridiculous. Then, those who are like police 
and doctors are all liars and have lied to cover up the 
whole incident.

Q: Did the embassy here try to do something in 
this regard? And as I can see, there are some 
embassy members here. So is there any formal 
response?
A: Well, from the embassy I do not believe that there 
has been one and if so, then I have not seen it. 
However, I do know that the ambassador went to see 
the movie with John Donnelly who then wrote an 
article in the Global about the experience of watch
ing the movie with the ambassador of Yemen. I think 
that there are a lot of discussions going in here about 
what the government wants to do, but I do not think 
that this a position that the Yemeni diplomats have 
found themselves in, in the past. So, I believe they 
are not trained to deal with Hollywood movies and 1 
do not think any diplomats are trained for this. We as 
a civil rights organization in the US have experience 
and know how to respond to such 
matters. We have organized demon
strations all around the country and 
we try to do what we can to draw 
people’s attention to it without call
ing for censorship or suppression of 
this movies. We just call for 
Hollywood not do this to anybody 
again and try to shame them.

Q: So, you believe you would not go to the extent 
of suing them legally?
A: There is no legal remedy. In the US, this is some
thing that is not very well understood by the Arab- 
American community is some cases and certainly not 
outside US. US is a strange country in terms of free
dom of speech. The first am to the US constitution 
protects all kinds of speech. It is a remarkable grant 
of liberty of speech. So, for example, it is lawful to 
be racist and insight hatred. In order to break the law 
you need to specifically call for a specific harm for a 
specific individual or group of individuals and that 
harm has to be eminent. So, if you wrote that 
Yemenis generally should be attacked it would be 
hard to make a case against you unless there Yemenis 
in one side and a group of anti-Yemenis mob in the 
other side. In brief, there is no legal recourse against 
a movie like this. In the end, I am not sure that we 
would benefit if there was one. Honestly, we have 
seen evidence of restrictions on speech in the US 
from time to time and usually it goes badly for the 
minority groups that want it. We should also remem
ber that in this country the laws are one thing and 
then the enforcement of the law another.

Q: Do you have plans in the near future to hold 
seminars or any other activities in regard to this 
movie?
A: I’m sure we will be talking about it and writing 
about it continuously. I have already given a number 
of speeches and presentations in different places in 
which I talked about racism and discrimination 
against American-Arabs and Arabs in the US. I saw 
the film on Monday and on Tuesday I gave a speech 
in the university in front of several students about 
hatred crimes and discriminations and most of my 
speech was about “Rules of Engagement”. I mean it 
is an important artifact of hatred in the US. 
Definitely, we will be talking and writing about. We 
have sent a letter to Paramount’s CEO after the 
release of the film which is a detailed criticism of the 
movie. As far as I know, it is the most thorough cri
tique of the film and I believe many people 
including journalists have been reading it.

Q: What do you think of the Americans’ pub
lic reactions towards this movie?
A: I do not know really what the public opinion 
is. I think that the public is probably confused and 
goes to movies like this mainly for entertainment 
and they do not think much of what they are see
ing and they just do not take it seriously. Well. I 
think the press is different, especially due to some 
critics, because they have to respond right away. 
We have seen over the 1990s, as we have been 
striving to make people aware of the anti-Arab 
racism in the US, an increased sensitivity on the 
part of some people like some critics. For exam
ple, when “True Lies” came in the mid 90s, very 
few critics said that it was a racist movie although 
it was a very racist movie. By the time “The 
Siege” came, in December 1998, we found that 
lots of critics were condemning this movie as a 
racist movie and dismissing as well as attacking 
it. Now, with “Rules of Engagement”, we see a 
very big group of critics, may be 25% or more, 

reviewing this movie for major 
publications, broadcast and TV say
ing: “Look, this is a racist movie’’. 
In addition to saying that this is 
OK, a bad or a good movie, large 
numbers of critics said that it was a 
racist movie and that it was terrible 
that Hollywood would make such a 

movie. Now, this is the result of our continuous 
efforts and work talking about it.
One of the questions that we keep getting asked: 
“Why are you complaining? You draw more atten
tion to the movie! This increases their profits! People 
will see it because you are asking why don’t you 
ignore it? Well, because there is no other way for us 
to educate other people in the US, like critics and 
others, about the problem of anti-Arab racism in the
US. By protesting this very 
loudly and vigorously, recog
nizing that there is no legal 
recourse, we create sensitivity 
of this problem as well as more 
negative views and invite 
more positive coverage of 
Arab issues.

Q: Would you like to add one 
final word to our readers?
A: I feel that there is one more 
thing. I think that what is 
important for Arabs in the 
Arab world and Arab- 
Americans is to have a sense 
of solidarity. Very often people 
only care about their national 
group or their sub-group. So, 
solidarity between Arabs and 
Arab-Americans is extremely 
important. The fact the film 
was made in Morocco is dis
turbing. I think that Arab states 
need to be very very cautious 
before cooperating with a 
Hollywood studio making a 
movie about an international 
issue. They need to be very 
careful because they do not 
want to be responsible for 
cooperating with a movie like 
this about another group of 
Arabs. Similarly, in the US we

have to have to work together all over the communi
ties, no matter which nation we are from. I think, in 
order to defeat Hollywood, Arab unity is extremely 
necessary. We cannot be cooperating with 
Hollywood in anyway. We cannot be indifferent. We 
cannot say I am not a Yemeni, I am a Lebanese, but 
Yemen is also my country. I think the next movie 
could bash Tunisia or Djibouti. They can do it to any 
body. So we need to be very careful because in the 
end they chose Yemen because it’s an Arab country. 
They did not choose it for any particular reason about 
Yemen, but because Yemen is an Arab and a Muslim 
country, which according to these people should be 
bashed. Therefore, we must have solidarity against 
them as they have when bashing us. It is solidarity 
what is missing, and it is what would have made this 
crowd much more in number than what it is today.

YEMEN CATERING & SERVICES LTD

Is looking for a suitable candidate for the position of:

PROFESSIONAL COOKS.

The preferred candidate would have the 
following qualification:

• Cooking Western & Eastern food.
• 10 years of experiences.
• Very attractive salary will be offer.

Interested individual are encouraged to apply 
by submitting a recent copy of their CV with 
names and addresses (Tel#) with in 5 days of 
this advertisement.
Application may delivered by the candidate or 
sent by fax to the attention of 
Mr. Hussein A. Hussein

ADDRESS: YEMEN CATERING & SERVICES LTD 
Villa Al Hamdi- Hadda Street.
Sana’a- Republic of Yemen. 
Tel. 401888/ 206902.
Fax. 203973

Vacancy Announcement
The Sustainable Environmental Manager Programme seek a qualified person to 
perform duties as an Accountant for the Programme in Sana’a pursuant to the 
following terms of reference:

• Set up financial system in accordance with NEX-UNDP regulation
• Disbursement of funds to subprogrammes
• Preparation of budget version
• Monthly payment of salaries
• Quarterly review of funds disbursement of subprogrammes
• Production of analytical financial reports on subprogrammes statues
• Participate with auditor programme review
• Keep programme account in hard and electronic ways
• Provide daily expenditure to PMU
• Monitor and keep records in exchange rate
• Advice management on programme financial issues

General terms:
(1) Applicants should be of Yemeni Nationality
(2) He or she should hold university degree or higher school with very good 

English command.
(3) He or she should have at least three years sufficient experience with UNDP 

projects or international agencies, as an Accountant.
(4) He or She should be fluent in Arabic and English, speaking and writing.
(5) He or she should have proven computer skills and proven capabilities in 

reporting development.
(6) Post Duration: 12 months.
(7) Salary: Payable in local currency

Interested applicants are invited to submit their applications with detailed 
curriculum vita to PMU office located in Bir Al-Shaif near to Aish School or to: P.O. 
Box: 19665, Sana’a.

Applications should be received within 10 days from publishing this ad. Only short 
listed applicants will be interviewed.
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American Ambassador’s Press conference
As for her assessment of the future of 
the Yemeni-American relations, the 
American ambassador to Yemen said 
the relationship between the United 
States and Yemen " is strong as it has 
been in many years,” adding that as 
one of the most important indications 
of the new relationship was” the com
mitment by our administration to con
tinue the US aid program in Yemen.” 
As for the US participation in the cel
ebrations of May 22nd, she said she 
was assured it would be at an appro
priate level.
On her assessment of Yemen unity at 
present after ten years and the status of 
Mr Abdulrahman Al-Jifri, the 
American ambassador has said that 
they have supported it since 1990, 
believing it has been to the benefit of 
the Yemeni people and to the benefit 
of the region. However, she has 
remarked that unification does not 
solve all of the problems of which 
there are still many to be addressed 
and that the unification made these 
issues for the Yemenis to discuss inter
nally and not across a border. As for 
Mr Al-Jifri’s status ambassador 
Bodine said " he was the vice presi
dent of the Democratic Republic of 
Yemen which was a secessionist and 
nonrecognized political entity, and so 
he would be described I think by most 
people as a leader of a secessionist

movement. What his status is now is 
something for him to discuss with the 
Yemen government, not be me to 
judge.”
In her reply to a remark that the US 
ambassador was the only foreign 
diplomat to call for a press conference 
on the occasion of celebrating 
Yemen’s unity, Jewish tourists visit to 
Yemen and the role the US plays for 
Yemen’s normalization of relations 
with Israel, the ambassador said that 
she certainly hoped that she would not 
be the only one to do that. She said it 
was a way of conveying her govern
ment’s support for the unification of 
Yemen and the efforts at reform that 
had been undertaken for the last ten 
years. She denied the Jews visits to

Yemen was a precondition for presi
dent’s Saleh’s visit to the US. " The 
United States and Yemen recognize 
that normalization -with Israel- will be 
a part of a comprehensive peace agree
ment.” she said in a comment regard
ing normalization of relations 
between Yemen and Israel. She elabo
rated by saying that the United States 
would like its friends to normalize 
their diplomatic relations with Israel. 
But normalization of relations with 
Israel "is not a precondition to good 
relations with any of our other friends. 
Yemen’s consistent support for the 
peace process.... is a very critical ele
ment of our relationship, and some
thing that we are very pleased with.” 
On the question of queues in front of 
the US embassy for visas, ambassador 
Bodine they were trying to get proce
dures more simplified, adding that 
they would process as many as they 
possibly could and that it was just a 
question of the size of their staff.
On a question tackling the question of 
Yemeni-Saudi borders and whether 
the US believed that Yemen was 
involved in terrorism, the US ambas
sador to Yemen said that her country 
was very much favoring a negotiated 
final demarcation of the border 
between the two countries, adding “we 
certainly would work with both of our 
friends to try to encourage a peaceful

solution to this border issue.” 
Concerning the question of terrorism 
she said that there were" some of the 
most interesting discussions while we 
were in Washington......but I am not
going to discuss the details of those

conversations or any of the efforts of 
cooperation that were discussed. I 
would like to say that we have many 
shared views and we understand that it 
is a shared problem.”
On the film of "Rules of 
Engagement” ambassador Bodine said 
" it does not represent either official 
views, nor does it represent majority 
views in the United States. I will tell

you that my guess is that the people 
who made this movie have absolutely 
no idea where Yemen is.” She has fur
ther said " I will say that the movie 
actually worked to insult as many peo
ple as it could. It certainly insulted the 
Yemeni people. I understand the 
American ambassador is portrayed as 
an idiot, and that most of the military 
are not portrayed very well either.”

“I will say that the 
movie - Rules of 
Engagement - actu
ally worked to insult 
as many people as it 
could. It certainly 
insulted the Yemeni 
people.”

Honoring Ceremony at As-Saeed Cultural 
Establishment

On Thursday an honoring ceremony 
was held in As-Saeed Establishment 
Hall. The prizes of the late Haeil 
Saeed for science and culture were 
delivered on the occasion. The win
ners of those prizes were:
Dr. Nasser Ali Ahmed Haidar and 
Yahya Ahmed Mohammed Raja’a 
won natural sciences prize, Dr. Ahmed 
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Hadrani won 
the environmental and agricultural 
sciences prize, Dr. Abdulakareem 
Sharaf Fare’a, Islamic sciences prize, 
Abdulkareem Al-Razehi, literary cre
ativity prize, and Ahmed Ali Al-Haj, 
humanitarian and social sciences. 
Economic sciences was withheld.
Mr. Ali Mohammed Saeed Annam 
delivered a welcome speech to all 
Yemeni and Arab quests. He said: “ 
The third session of this prize is a 
unique session. It is the first of its kind 
held at the new headquarters of the 
establishment. We can not say that we 
have experience in sciences and cul
ture. but we entered this field to com
memorate the memory of the late 
Haiel Saeed, who loved scientists. We 
believe that the best way to remember 
this man who founded this establish
ment which may contribute to creat
ing culture and knowledge amongst 
people. We must not forget the scien
tists and the intellectuals people who 
encouraged us much. I also appreciate 
mass media’s contribution to covering 
this event. It is worth mentioning that 
President Ali Abdulla Saleh is going 
to inaugurate As-Saeed new building 
during the celebration of the 10th

anniversary of unifi
cation”.
Mr. Ahmed Haiel 
Saeed, Vice- 
Chairman of the 
Board of Directors 
also addressed a 
welcoming speech 
to all participants 
from Yemen, Egypt, 
Emirates, Jordan, 
Italy, and Germany. 
He said: “ Science is 
the element of civi
lization, human
being, and society.
By honoring scientists, we aim at 
serving our country and society. We 
feel happy to celebrate here at the new 
building of the establishment.
Governor of Taiz said in his speech 
that this ceremony creates awareness 
among Yemen people. The ceremony 
was concluded by the speech of Mr. 
Abdulmalik Mansour, Minister of 
Culture and Tourism. He highlighted 
Taiz city as one of the cultural and sci
entific cities for a long period of time. 
He appreciated Haiel Saeed’s family 
for supporting science and culture in 
this country. Further, Mr. Nasser 
Shaibani, Minister of Religious 
Affairs and Endowment and Dr. 
Abdullah Al-Shaiba, president of Taiz 
University delivered a speech on the 
occasion.
Dr. Abdulmalik Mansour, Ahmed 
Abdulla Al-Hajri, Mr. Ali Mohammed 
Saeed, and Ahmed Haiel Saeed inau
gurated As-Saeed academic special

ized library.
The celebration of this year was dis
tinguished. There were many people 
who attended this session; from Egypt 
Dr. Mostafa Assaeed, former minister 
of Economy, and the member of 
People’s Council at present, Dr. Jaber 
Ausfour, Chairman of the Higher 
Council of Culture, Dr. Khalid Al- 
Seba’e, and Jamal Al-Ghetani, Chief 
Editor of Art News. From the 
Emirates, Dr. Khalid Al-Kasimi, 
Manager of Culture House in Sharja. 
From Yemen, Ministry of Culture, 
Religious Affairs and Endowment, 
Industry, Members of the Board of 
Trustees, presidents of Yemeni univer
sities, Chief Editors of Yemeni news
papers, and a number of journalists. 
Mr. Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, Chief 
Editor of Yemen Times also attended 
the occasion.

Yemen Times Staff, 
Taiz
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Horror
Behind the

BARS Part 1
An Extensive Investigative Report on Sanaa Central Prison in a Series

*Because of restrictions by the Prisons Management, pictures taken inside the prison are not published

Yemen Times Staff

Y
emen ranks among the 
first countries in the 
world regarding viola
tion of human rights 
and freedoms.

Available information on prisons in 
Yemen makes clear the extent of such 
violations. Prisoners are subject to var
ious kinds of torture beginning with 
chains to psychological oppression.
The Central Prison in Sana’a is set 
here as an example to all concerned 
and all human rights care organiza
tions.
Creating a new judicial mechanism 
begins by making available sincere 
and just judges and promoting the role 
of judicial monitoring in following up 
cases in courts and the way they are

dealt with.
Innocent people are sent to prison and 
it is very hard for anyone to help them 
set free.
Chains have been used by Sheikhs as a 
means to keep citizens under their 
thump. However, there have been no 
solid walls and fences. During the 
Imam’s regime, prisons were no more 
than typical rooms or old buildings. In 
addition, cases were looked into with
out much delay. But the present sce
nario of prisons is much more dismal. 
The Central Prison in Sana’a was 
established in 1983 is a case in point. It 
was set up as a reformatory in which 
criminals as well as political prisoners 
before unification were imprisoned. At 
the same time, prisons in the South of 
Yemen were even more horrific. They 
were built to imprison opposition

members in grave-like prisons.
In prisons of the North which were

divided into governmental, Sheikhs- 
owned ones and those of the South, cit
izens were always the victims. 
Conflicts between the two Yemens 
also played an important role in the 
sorry state of prisons in the two 
Yemens. There was also the fear of 
collusion with former regimes.
After the unification, shocking stories 
of prisons in the South as well as the 
North were unraveled. During the 
political events of coup d’etat and 
assassination of presidents like 
President Ibrahim Al-Hamdi on 
October 11 1977, many people were 
thrown to prisons. A year later, a revo
lution broke out to overthrow the suc
ceeding regime. Between the two 
events another President, Al-Ghashmi, 
was assassinated. A number of politi
cal events were also witnessed in the 
south beginning with confrontation 
with the north and the bloody massacre 
of January 1986. In all these events 
great numbers of people were sent to 
prison. Some of these prisoners were 
set free and other died a tragic death 
inside cells.
Prisons and chains in Yemen is a very 
complicated story and unraveling it is 
even more complicated.
In the Central Prison of Sana’a nutri
tion and health monitoring is still a far 
cry. Despite the support of world 
organizations to prisoners estimated at 
$ 7 per head a day, prisoners suffer 
from malnutrition and unavailability of 
medicine.
After unification, pluralism was 
declared a natural right for all people 
and a number of prisons in the south 
were uprooted. However, private pris
ons or those controlled by Sheikhs of 
the north are still prevailing. 
Moreover, some Sheikhs have the 
right to send people to the central 
prison of Sana’a. Although this is 
against the constitution and law of the 
Ministry of Interior, those Sheikhs 
even appoint a representative in the 
central prison to keep vigil over their 
prisoners.
Many prisoners spend years on flimsy 
grounds. A man was imprisoned for 
stealing a tire of a wheelbarrow. After 
serving a two-year imprisonment he 
ran mad and was taken to the asylum 
where he spent another two years, too. 
While we were investigating in the 
Central prison of Sanaa, about 600 
peddlers were brought to the prison 
because they tarnish the image of 
Yemen as the authorities claim. One of 
them was screaming. When he was 
asked why he was screaming, he said 
that he was afraid of spending years in 
prison because he had no relatives in 
Sana’a to follow up his case. An offi
cer there told us that they would 
imprison them until celebration of the 
10th anniversary of unification was 
over.
Just a week ago, a prisoner died. He 
was buried by the prison authority who 
did not even bother to take off the 
chains from the dead body. When the

public heard about this, the grave was 
reopened to break the chains. Other 
prisoners found salvation in burning 
themselves. Three weeks ago, an 
Ethiopian woman burnt herself with 
kerosene. Fortunately, she was saved 
at the nick of the moment.
A similar catastrophic event took place

three months ago. A Yemeni prisoner 
used kerosene to immolate himself.
Prisons are of different levels in 
Yemen, just like hotels. While some 
prisoners stay in 1X1 meter-rooms, 
others chew qat at the officers’ room. 
Judges in Yemen also have interesting 
stories. Once a judge imprisoned a 
man after having a hot conversation 
with him inside the court. Half an hour 
later it was reported that the man died 
in prison. It was discovered later that 
he was poisoned.
This week, Saleh Al-Khodri a 70-year

old man was sentenced to death after 
he spent 23 years in prison. His story 
was narrated to us by his 24-year-old 
son Abdulsalam, who grew up in 
prison with his father.
“My father, Saleh Al-Khodri used to 
live at his home in Hajah. He was a 
soldier in the Imam’s regime before 
the revolution of 26 September 1962. 
Due to some tribal conflicts, he had to 
leave his home-land for Sana’a. There 
was a conflict between his sister-in- 
law and her husband. Due to this con
flict his sister-in-law ran away to 
Sana’a. Her husband, Hizam Al- 
Khodry went to Sanaa to look for her. 
He thought that his wife would be hid
ing in Saleh’s house. He kept coming 
to Saleh’s house many times but could 
not find his wife. The third time he 
came with another man called Qassem 
Al-Qadhi. My father was hiding. 
However, when he heard them threat
ening his wife, he came out. My moth
er was beaten and this angered my 
father who soon fired at them. Hizam 
was killed. This event took place on 
Ramadhan 27th, 1978. He was arrested 
and taken to prison. He was in prison 
from that time without being tried until 
he was eventually executed in April 
2000.
He had four children: Ahlam and 
Mohammed died of illness. Only 
Abdullah and I are still alive. I was 
only two years old when my father was 
taken to prison. I joined him. I studied 
until my secondary school in prison.” 
Saleh’s case is an example of a corrupt 
juridical system. Now who will com
pensate his sons? A question that is 
still looms large.

To be continued...

Saleh Al-Khodri, a victim of a 
corrupt judicial system

Abdulsalam Saleh Al-Khodri, 
entered Jail in this age

UK’S PHONE CODES CHANGE

CABLE & WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS HAVE 
INTRODUCED NEW PHONE AREA CODES FOR 
ALL REGIONS OF THE UK STARTING SATURDAY 
22ND OF APRIL. THE NEW CODES ARE AS 
FOLLOWS:

PREVIOUS CODE NEW CODE AND 
LOCAL NUMBERS

CARDIFF (01222) XXX XXX
COVENTRY (01203) XXX XXX
LONDON (0171) XXX XXXX

I LONDON (0181) XXX XXXX
PORTSMOUTH (01705) XXX XXX 
SOUTHAMPTON (01703) XXX XXX 
BELFAST (01232) XX XXXX

(029) 20XX XXXX 
(024) 76XX XXXX
(020) 7XXX XXXX 
(020) 8XXX XXXX
(023) 92XX XXXX 
(023) 80XX XXXX
(028) 90XX XXXX

QUESTIONS ? : CALL 152

KEEPS YOU IN TOUCH...

Built on Values Steered by Experience
Mercedes-Benz has a new 
class of heavy duty trucks. 
Actros, Setting new 
standards by uniting 
technology for the future 
with the experience of its 
predecessors. Actros has 
innovated values that have 
built the success of 
Mercedes-Benz generations.
Actros is designed with a new 

_ type of suspension which 
ensures ideal steering 
characteristics and excellent 
vehicle stability, the Actros

was built for maximum load 
capacity at minimum wear 
and tear.

The Heart and brain of 
the truck is the smart 
Telligent system which 
manages any accidental 
misuse or wrong operation, 
preventing damage and 
ensuring life-long reliable 
service with minimum 
downtime. When it comes to 
engine power, Telligent 
electronic engine management 
system is responsible for

the incomparable torque 
which really makes a 
difference. So you can 
count on the Actros to 
handle your load reliably 
Day in. Day out.

Thinking forward - 
thinking Actros.

United Engineering & Automobile Co. Ltd.
Tel.: 330 080 Fax: 320 030 Mercedes-Benz
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Celebrating Desperate Laborers’ Conditions On May Day
By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

O
bserving May Day in a 
poor country like 
Yemen is associated 
with many difficulties 
and hardships facing 

laborers due to low levels of income 
and an increase in unemployment rate 
for over 40% of the volume of man
power. The average labor age people 
is between 15-64 who are rating 
46.2% of the population.
Marking this day and showing soli
darity with the country’s workers and 
delivering speeches will not end their 
misery and is not what they need. 
They need an agenda of actions and 
tangible solutions for their concerns 
and consistent suffering.
It is then advisable that this celebra
tion should be an opportunity for the 

government review its policy towards 
laborers and their rights, the top of 
which is their right to get job opportu
nities.
In Yemen, statistics offer a scary and 
menacing picture of this problem. 
There is about 50% of women at the 
age of 15-64 working with low pro
ductivity rate estimated at 15.6%. The 
rate of supporting children up to 14 is 
from 9-10 persons.
Thus, what accomplishments for 
workers are we celebrating of amidst 
he suffering of thousands of working 
families that are lacking of enough 
health and other necessary services?
Laborers in the Private sector are not 
better either. There are no laws pro
viding them with necessary protec
tion. Moreover, they work under very 
hard circumstances for working hours 
exceeding 10 in return for low wages. 
The economic reform program adopt

ed by the authority since 1995 has 
played a major role in increasing the 
volume of unemployment, decreasing 
the average of income and emergence 
of child labor phenomenon. Thus, cel
ebrating the day has a tragic charac- 
teristic at a time a large section of 
workers is living below the line of 
poverty. The second Gulf war has also 
contributed to redoubling the prob
lems of workers and affected nega
tively the life of the work force.
If this celebration is meant to do 
something good for this miserable 
sector of the society, therefore, the 
authority should work out plans deal
ing with the heart of the problem, a 
policy tackling the problem poverty 
and unemployment by building big 
development projects to absorb as 
many as possible numbers of unem
ployed people.
The situation may even get worse if 
the Saudi government cancels the 
sponsor system which will mean that 
about 400,000 laborers are going to be 
back home. Consequently, this will 
create more problems for Yemeni 
laborers.
To make a long story short, the occa
sion of May Day is an opportunity for 
the unemployed to speak loud their 
suffering so that our officials do not 
cover things up by having a get- 
together and deliver some speeches of 
shallow and empty words we have 
become fed up with.

Children Parliament Holds its First Session
Ismail Al-Ghabiri, 
Yemen Times

L
ast Thursday, 27 April 
2000, the first children 
parliament was elected in 
the presence of Sheikh 
Hussein Al-Ahmar, 

Speaker of the Parliament, and several 
diplomats and parliamentarians. A 
Parliament Presidency Authority was 
established and Al-Kasimi 
Mohammad Al-Kasimi, student from 
Al-Wahdah school, won the seat of 
speaker. The parliament includes 31 
students from 31 different schools in 
the capital city Sana’a.
The Children Parliament project is 
considered a consolidation of democ
racy in our country. This project will 
educate children on their rights, elec
tions and free competition. The main 
duties of this parliament are to discuss 
children’s cases and rights and work
ing to implement the Children’s rights 

Agreement and improve childhood 
conditions in Yemen. Some of the 
main goals of establishing this project 
are:

1) Making 50% of the segment of the 
society aware of the meaning of 
democracy and children rights.
2)Sending a letter signed by Children 
Parliament to the government, United 
Nations and the Parliament demand
ing improvement of childhood condi
tions in Yemen and implementation of 
Children’s Rights Agreement.
The children have expressed their 
gladness for the care that the parlia
ment receives. Furthermore, one of 
the parliament members said: “I will 
talk about our rights 
in the parliament. 
This is our chance to 
make decision-mak
ers listen to us. On 
this day, I will 
demand the govern
ment to improve and 

modernize the 
level of the 
educational 
curriculums. 
They should 
also add all 
that is new in 
the field of sci
entific discov
eries. I will be 
here with other 

children in this parliament who would 
talk about the Children’s Rights 
Agreement. We expect that the parlia
ment would activate children’s rights, 
educate children on their denied rights 
as well as taking care of educational, 
cultural and entertaining needs and 
drawing the attention of adults in 
order to improve childhood conditions 
in Yemen. I call on every parents and 
every one who cares about children to 
stand with and encourage us and not 
deride our parliament. This very day 
we will try to achieve what the adults 
could not.
It is worth noting that Noshata’a 
(ACTIVISTS) organization was the 
first to adopt the project of the chil

dren parliament. It is 
a civilian non-gov- 
emmental institution 
founded by activists 
affiliated to the 
Movement of 
Human Rights to 
meet necessities for 
which the
Movement is still 
asking. The task of 
this organization is 
to realize implica
tions, principles, 
requirements as well 
as ways of treatment 
and interaction with 
human rights and 
democracy.

Are Yemen’s Airports Safe?

A
s part of the European 
Union’s assistance to 
Yemen, FIT, a company 
based in
Braunschweig- 

Germany, concluded a few month ago 
the flight inspection of navigation aids 
at Yemen’s 5 international airports. 
Given the importance of civil aviation 
for Yemen's economic development, 
Yemen Times took the opportunity to 
closer examine the issue of air traffic 
safety in Yemen. Hisham Al-Qubati of 
the Yemen Times filed this interview 
with the Deputy Chairman of the Civil 
Aviation and Meteorological 
Authority (CAMA) Eng. Hussein Al 
Sayagy and his team, the FII crew and 
Mr. Rainer Freund, head of the 
European Commission Technical 
Advisory Office in Sana'a...

FII’s Beechcraft Super King Air 350 
Eng. Al Sayaghi in an opening state
ment underlined the key role CAMA 
plays in promoting aviation safety in 
Yemen: “Under the directives of 
CAMA chairman Brig. Mohsen M. 
Al-Yousefi, the authority has achieved 
considerable improvements in its 
capacity to ensure the recommended 
flight safety standards in Yemen. This 
accomplishment has only been possi
ble through the procurement of high 
tech equipment and the continuous 
upgrading of the specialized skills of 
CAMA ground engineers and other 
personnel. The European Commission 
has assisted this process since 1992, 
notably through the financing of flight 
calibration services.”

Eng. Sultan Mohammed Ahmed, 
Director General of Engineering at 
CAMA introduced us to the sector and 
the concept of flight calibration: 
“Approx. 6000 people are directly 
employed in the civil aviation sector 
in Yemen and the annual turnover of 
both private and public operators is 
estimated at USD 300 million. In 
1999 , we registered approx. 1 million 
passenger movements and approx. 
20,000 mt of freight. Reliable ground 
based navigation systems are essential 
for air traffic safety and punctuality, 
particularly at night and in poor 
weather conditions. Yemen is member 
of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO). ICAO recom
mends the type of air traffic naviga
tion aids for the regions of the world 
as well as for individual airports in 
accordance with their characteristics 
i.e. geographical location, frequency 
of flights, prevailing weather patterns 
etc.. ICAO moreover recommends the 
mode and frequency of maintaining 
and calibrating this equipment. In the 
case of Yemen, flight calibration

ought to be carried out twice a year, 
whilst ground inspection should be 
performed every month.”

Eng. Mohammed Matook Mckawee, 
Training & Technical Advisor to the 
CAMA chairman added “Flight cali
bration as opposed to ground calibra
tion is so important because it is the 
only way of assessing the accuracy of 
the information provided to the 
approaching aircraft by the airport’s 
instrument landing system (ILS). If 
the information provided by the ILS is 
outside certain tolerance levels, the 
flight computer of the approaching 
aircraft, which compares the ILS data 
with his own data, will reject the 
information. In poor visibility condi
tions, such a situation would consti
tute a safety risk”.

YT: Clearly the cost of these flight 
inspections must be considerable, 
given that the calibration craft and 
crew are being brought in from 
Germany.
FII Captain Guenter Tempelmann 
explained: Flight calibration is a high 
tech operation, requiring state of the 
art electronic equipment and a highly 
trained crew of 4 i.e. ground engineer, 
on board engineer , pilot and co-pilot. 
The electronic equipment on board 
costs 2.5 million EURO i.e. as much 
as the entire aircraft - in our case a 
Beechcraft Super King Air 350. The 
calibration craft may have to fly as 
many as 20 approaches per airport 
until the ground based equipment has 
been adjusted to provide data that 
match those delivered by the onboard 
measuring devices. We are now at the 
end of our 5 day trip and the opera
tional navaids at Sana'a, Aden, 
Hodeidah, Taiz and Riyan airports are 
now again all working within the per
mitted tolerance levels.
Eng. Sultan added: Coming back to 
your earlier question about cost, it is 
true that flight calibration is an expen

sive operation. We therefore appreci
ate the contribution of the EU which 
has reached almost 1 million EURO 
since the start of our cooperation in 
1991. This assistance gives us breath
ing space required to replace some of 
the ageing navaids which are still 
functional but increasingly difficult to 
maintain because of problems associ
ated with the sourcing of spare parts.

YT: Mr. Freund, what prompted 
the European Commission to sup
port CAMA and what are your 
future cooperation plans with the 
organization?
In 1990, CAMA had to assume air 
traffic control over Yemen's airspace, 
which for the Northern gover
norates had previously been assured 
by the Jeddah ATC. The Civil Aviation 
Authorities of the
two Yemen merged equally in 1990, 
following the country's re-unification. 
These events resulted in a drastic 
increase in both air traffic safety rel
evant investment requirements and 
recurrent expenditure.
Given the critical role of civil aviation 
for Yemen's economic development 
and particularly so for the at the time

emerging tourism trade and given the 
country's extraordinary fiscal con
straints in the post 1990 period, the 
European Commission agreed to pro-
vide funding for flight calibration, 
training of aviation ground engineers 
as well as consulting services for 
upgrading of navaids installations at 
selected airports.
The current agreement under which 
the above services are provided 
expires by year end. However, the 
government has requested future 
Commission assistance in two areas: 
Restructuring of CAMA in the con
text of the civil service reform pro
gram and for which funding has 
already been approved by EU member 
states.
Continuation of support to the flight 
calibration program, training of 
CAMA personnel in a range of air 
traffic safety relevant disciplines and 
provision of some critical navaids. 
This proposal is currently being devel
oped.

YT: This all sounds as if civil avia
tion airtraffic control and safety in 
Yemen will remain dependant on 
subsidies for some time to come. Are 
you not concerned about the sus
tainability of your interventions?
Obviously this is a concern and has 
been subject to intense discussions

with CAMA and the Ministry of 
Transportation. The reality here is that 
international passenger volume and 
the number of airlines serving Sana'a
and other Yemeni airports had 
dropped by 40% - 50% after 1990 and 
again after 1994. This has obviously 
had negative effects on CAMA's rev
enue from landing fees and other air 
traffic related charges. Whilst our con
sultants tell us that there is some room 
for improvement in regard to collec
tion efficiency, particularly of over
flight charges from non - IATA mem
bers, the present volume of air traffic 
is still insufficient to allow CAMA to 
stand on its own feet and for reasons 
largely outside the authority's control. 
However, market forecasts for 2000 
seem encouraging with an anticipated

growth of 8% in international passen
ger volume and 20% in international 
air cargo. The possible opening of 
domestic routes to competition from
2001 onwards as well as the prospect 
of seeing the air cargo village project 
in Aden taking shape are also positive 
signals.
CAMA expects moreover a reduction 
in its operating expenditure as a result 
of the already agreed divestiture of 
currently loss making non-aeronauti- 
cal activities and from a shrinking 
payroll. Additional revenue increases 
may moreover be expected from the 
licensing of ground service opera
tions. It would therefore seem that in 
the medium term, there are chances 
that a slimmer CAMA could indeed 
become financially self reliant

NOTICE
Embassy of India, has received a notice of intended marriage between Mr. ANIL 
KUMAR BHARGAVAN son of Mr. BHARGHAVAN KARUNTHODATHU 
NARAYANAN, Kallirethu padeettathil, kattachira, palickal P.O., Kerala, PIN - 
690503, India and Miss. JYOTHISHA PARAYIL RAJAN D/o Mr. PARAYIL RAJAN, 
Parayil House, Thannithodu P.O., Mekkannam, Pathanamthitta,PIN- 689699, Kelrala, 
under the Foreign Marriage Act, 1969. Both the parties are presently residing in Sana’a, 
Republic of Yemen. If any person has any objection to the solemnisation of the intend
ed marriage, the same may pleas be sent in writing, duly signed and stating the grounds 
of objection to Mr. E. Martin, First Secretary & Marriage Officer for Republic of 
Yemen, Embassy of India, P.O.Box No. 1154, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen, within thir
ty days from the date of this notice..
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Massive Demonstrations at Sana’a University

By: Hassan Al-Zayidi

L
ast Wednesday, thousands of 
students went out in a demon
stration assembling in front of 
the Commerce Faculty, Sana’a 
University. They submitted a 

memorandum, of which Yemen Times 
received a copy, to the director of the uni
versity and the members of the council 
requesting them to stipulate a deadline to 
the elections for “Union of Yemeni stu
dents”. They demanded a favorable 
response to the recom
mendations of the 
Preparatory Committee 
to hold elections within 
the next two or three 
weeks. They also 
requested the withdrawal 
of arbitrary increase of 
registration fees on high
er studies and the arrest 
of the police officers 
who attacked and brutal
ly beat a student prevent
ing him from entering 
the college campus.
Mr. Ali Al-Jaradi, mem
ber of the Preparatory Committee for 
Elections, said “The University Council 
reached a decision on Saturday 4\3\2000 to 
hold students’ elections for the Union of 
Yemeni Students within a month after the 
Easter festivals. The Supervision 
Committee headed by Dr. Fadal Abo 
Ghanem, vice Director of Sana’a 
University, was in charge of following this 
up. This was the result of the extensive 
meetings of the university union and its 
branches held Sunday, 20\2\2000 with 54 
out of 76 members present.
However, the Supervision Committee head
ed by Dr. Fadal has never held any meeting 
despite the members insistence to hold it, 
mainly because Dr. Fadal ignores decisions 
of the University Council thinking that his 
partisan abidance has the priority. To make 
things worse, the department of students’ 
affairs is handled in accordance with deci
sions of the Central Committee of an influ
ential party.
The Preparation Committee as well as the 
students are going to continue exercising 

pressure using legal means until students’ 
constitutional requests are met. We do call 
all organizations concerned to cooperate 
with us. If the university administration 
does not respond positively, we will go to 
the court.”
It is worth noting that thousands of students 
assembled on Wednesday 12\4\2000 at the 
university of Commerce to assert their dem
ocratic rights and hold the elections.
On the other hand, students preparing for 
higher studies staged demonstrations two 
weeks ago earlier protesting and condemn
ing the new fees increase mounting to YR 
700,000 for M.A and YR 1 million for doc

torate. They also condemned the universi
ty’s arbitrary decision to prevent some stu
dents from continuing their studies as a 
result of their difficult financial situations.
Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Makaleh said in a press 
conference that the decision for fees hike 
was imposed on the university by the 
Ministry of Finance.
Many lawyers, students and educated peo
ple view this decision as a violation of the 
constitutional provisions contained in arti
cles no 24, 32 which envisage that educa
tional and social services are to be provided 
by the government free.
Members of the Congregation Party for 
Reform “Islah” in the university are the 
most active for these elections. Habib Al- 
Ariki, spokesman of the Islah students’ 
department, said “We feel that the ruling 
party represented by its supporters are 
standing as a stumbling block not to hold 
these elections because of their fear of the 
results. It exploits the official institutions 
and its supporters to interfere in the univer
sity affairs and create obstacles before the 

elections.
I believe that the administration is procras
tinating to have a chance to continue its cor
rupt practices without much resistance. If 
there is a strong and active students’ syndi
cate, it will certainly prevent such practices. 
Members of PGC are not participating in 
these demonstrations though they have 
some seats in the Union. They actually 
behave in accordance with self-directed 
instructions of their party.
“We feel that there are some attempts to 
trample our political rights at the university, 
therefore we are against the decision of the 
university dated 4\3\2000 which envisages 

the stopping of the political and par
tisan activities. This is a distinct vio
lation of the constitution and plural
ity that we claim to protect.” Said 
Saif Al-Zabidi, independent student 
at the Faculty of Education, 
“Elections are a must and we have 
to hold them. They are the only way 
through which we can ask for our 
rights: books, labs, etc.
Besides, they make democratic val
ues take roots in essence. The uni
versity administration is always 
ignoring our rights due to some par
tisan or self interests.” he added 
Dr. Fadal Abo Ghanem, vice 

Director of the University and chairman of 
the PGC, told Yemen Times “There are no 
procrastination in holding elections. The 
University Council recommended depart
ment of students’ Affairs to prepare a note 
to the Ministry of Insurance and Social 
Security and the Ministry of Education. The 
protesters and trouble-makers have to par
ticipate in the Preparation committees going 
to be formed there because the current 
Preparation Committee is parochial and 
represents only one party. The University is 
determined to have committees and elec
tions inclusive of all the departments.
The current demonstrations are motivated 
by political and partisan forces which will 
negatively affect the electoral atmosphere. 
On the other hand, employees at Sana’a 
University are still wearing red cards and 
warning that they, in all the governorates, 
will go out on a strike starting from 
27\5\2000 if their 20% enhancement in 
allowances is not paid. It is worth noting 
that this increase has been paid to all the 
employees working with the authority.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Aden Free Zone Administration 
Announces that starting from 

2nd of May, 2000 the Aden 
International Container Terminal 

shall operate round the clock 
(24 hours daily) including on 

official holidays.
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Words of Wisdom
“Sana'a is struggling to catch up 
with the world... The city needs to 
develop services which allow us to 
integrate and interact with the rest 
of the world. It is only through such 
efforts and facilities that Sana’a 
can evolve into a modern city”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999) 
Founder of the Yemen Times

Our Opinion

U
nity Celebrations should Bring Happiness 
not Misery It is quite sad to see that prepa
rations for the 10th anniversary celebra
tions of the reunification of Yemen are rap
idly taking an ugly turn. Yesterday I have 

seen people taken out of their fish stores, a few days ago 
I saw police pickup cars collecting street sellers, to be 
taken to jail, roads are blocked causing chaos and anger 
every where. A loud voice was heard in traffic jam said, 
“hell with the celebrations.” People are beginning to feel 
that the preparations are taking their tolls. Market owners 
have started complaining, people everywhere are unhappy 
with what is going on. We seem to have reversed the idea 
of a celebration. We as Yemenis should be celebrating and 
feeling happy for our country’s unity, and not undergoing 
misery and difficult times in prison or without being able 
to make ends meet. I believe that if the preparation com
mittee wants to do everything on the expense of the peo
ple, they are doing something wrong. Just to make Sanaa 
shiny and sparkling unlike its every day look, we need not 
to cause the suffer and agony of the public. It is this pub
lic that has achieved the unity, and without their love to 
their country and dedication unity would not have been a 
reality. Do they deserve to be treated like this? Are they 
being punished for being poor, or selling fish?
Even if we do make Sanaa sparkle like gold, and even if 
the celebrations go fancy with parades and festivities here 
and there, I cannot imagine how the authority could be 
happy about its success while thousands of Yemenis slept 
the night of 22 May hungry? It will remain as a shameful 
experience glossy from the outside for a few days, but 
dark from the inside for years. The celebrations may take 
one or two months before they are forgotten, but I do 
believe that the agony, pain, and humiliation caused to the 
poor and vulnerable of the society during the days of cel
ebration would need long years before they would be for
gotten, if forgotten at all.

SILVER 
LINING

Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi

May 3: The Fight for Press Freedom never Lets up

“J
oumalists must seek and 
speak the truth, for we are the 
voice of the voiceless mil
lions” Razia Bhatti, 
Journalist, Pakistan.

According to a report released by the World 
Association of Newspapers, 71 journalists 
were murdered in 19 countries in 1999 and 
80 journalists remain in prison in 18 coun
tries. The third of May is the World Press 
Freedom Day. This day exists to recognize 
the scarifies made in the struggle for the 
freedom of the press and to put pressure on 
governments that continue to deny this basic 
human right. The message of this day is that 
journalists must be given the right to report 
freely in all comers of the world. It also 
marks a worldwide condemnation of regres
sive and oppressive regimes which still 
deny free expression and press freedom as a 
fundamental human goal and tries to silence 
journalists as well. It reminds us that free 
ideas, opinion and information and open 
debate and discussions have to be tolerated 
since they are of the most basic of human 
rights and the cornerstone of a democracy. 
In other words, freedom of expression and 
its corollary, freedom of the press, have to 
become a basic element of democratic soci
eties. However, freedom of the press is not 
merely a basic human right enjoyed by jour
nalists. Rather it plays a very important role 
in leading the drive of social and economic 
development.
I would like in this respect to quote the pres
ident of the World Bank, James Wolfensohn, 
who said:” A free press is not a luxury. A 
free press is at the absolute core of equitable 
development because if you cannot enfran-

chise poor people, if they do not have a right 
to expression, if there is no searchlight on 
corruption and inequitable practices, you 
can not build the public consensus needed to 
bring about change. Most striking, what sets 
the poor apart from the rich is a lack of 
voice.”
We in Yemen should not let this occasion 
pass unnoticed. We should celebrate this not 
for the sake of celebration as we always do 
in other occasions. But we should remind 
the government of its oppression against 
journalists. We should remind the people in 
authority that censorship still exists only in 
the dictionary of despots and repressive 
regimes. They should know that the most 
important detriment of freedom is the 
absence of criticism and that criticism is one 
of the vital elements of a democracy. We in 
this day give a loud call to stop harassment 
of journalists and suspending or closing 
down of newspapers.
Finally, brave guys all over the world will 
continue resisting the abuse of power and “ 
struggle to provide a platform for advocates 
of pluralism and opposition to arbitrary 
rule.” And as long as the brave people are 
there, the fight for press freedom will never 
lets up. Happy day for all journalists all over 
the globe.

Apologies
In the “Silver Lining” of the last issue, I 
mistakingly put the estimated number of 
the cost of the celebration of the 10th 
anniversary of the Yemeni Unification at $ 
11 billion while the rough estimate of the 
cost is expected to rise to YR 18 billion. 
My apologies!

Just An Opinion Mohammed Khidher

Four Eyes See Better Than Two

F
oreign TV
viewers of 
Arab satellite 
channels 
including 

Yemen’s Satellite 
Channel, would watch 

among other programs, news and reports hour 
in English mainly to be informed on what is 
going on in a certain country. This is, of 
course one of the major objectives of broad
casting in English or in any other foreign lan
guage.
The problem lies in the standard of the lan
guage used in news, news reports and by the 
news readers on Arab satellite channels. A 
viewer would come out of a strong impres
sion of regret and wonder. Most of news read
ers are lacking the skill of good elocution and 
pronunciation, let alone the poor quality of 
translation and editing. One would conclude 
that news editorial staffers know very little of 
press translation and editing, especially for 
television or radio. One of the grave and 
shameful mistakes of news readers is the 
inability to differentiate in pronunciation 
between the letters ‘b’ and ‘p’ when they are 
voiced one in place or the other. Is this really 
such an insurmountable difficulty?

I do not think it a hard task to spot people tal
ented at reading fluent English and good 
translation. To suppose the contrary is unreal 
and groundless, especially in countries of the 
eastern hemisphere of the Arab world. People 
in these countries are very familiar with the 
English language owing to many historical 
factors. They have been in close contacts with 
the British and Americans, as they are at pres
ent. They have strong cultural, economic and 
political relations with the British and the 
Americans. Moreover, English is taught as a 
second language in schools at early stages at 
the primary and, in some instances, at kinder
gartens. The problem lies in the mechanism of 
training and qualification of people for the 
profession of journalism.
Producing a good quality newscast is a bilat
eral task. One is the responsibility of the jour
nalist writing and editing the news and the 
other falls on the newscaster.
News editors in English must, in the first 
place, have good mastery of English and 
those working for satellite channels should be 
well aware of the targeted audience’s ways of 
thinking to succeed in communicating the 
ideas behind the program. TV news editors 
must take into consideration the strategies to 
write in a style ensuring fluency of reading 

and in a language as easy as pos
sible to have the meaning 
grasped by the audience.
As for newscasters, they have to 
have good mastery of the lan
guage and well-trained on fluent 
reading and rules of intonation 
and elocution as well as good 
knowledge of pronunciation 
rules.
The major task of audio and 
visual media organizations is 
that they must be very careful in 
selecting nominees for both edi
torial and presentation jobs. 
Candidates must be subject to 
strict training courses in theory 
and practice, whether at home or 
abroad.
The fact is that we have all com
ponents of proficiency in this 
area and others. What we are in 
lack of is seriousness in utilizing 
our skills and cultivating them 
in a manner for producing the 
best effects we aspire for. My 
main aim here is to stress that 
"Many heads are better than 
one.”
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Democracy is Just A Joke!
I

n the recent summit between the European Union and the 
African states, the European member states emphasized 
the adoption of democracy by Africa in exchange for 
more aid.

Time and again, the West keeps coming up with new means of 
controlling the East. Through colonization, they exploited the 
raw materials, cheap labor of the people, and the economy of 
"their" colony so much so that even up until now, those 
colonies have not been able to recover. They implore the 
"help" of the West in relieving their debts, notwithstanding the 
fact that it was the west in the first place that forced them to 
plunge into the miserable hole they now find themselves in. 
The African slave trade is yet another example of the power 
the west exerted over other nations. Many thousands of people 
(a rough estimate) had to suffer and die before words like 
equality, justice, and basic human rights appeared not too long 
ago. The slave trade brought many Africans to the States where 
they endured further racism and segregation in the name of 
'supremacy"
And now finally, the West has come up with a distinguished 
means of controlling the world: "democracy". If democracy 
has supposedly worked for the better for the West, who is to 
say that will be just as fruitful for the East?
In principle, should not aid be provided to those in desperate 
need? In realty, only those who bow down to the West by wear
ing the ugly mask of democracy received aid. The people of 
Ethiopia have been afflicted with famine now for the third 
year, but only recently has it made headlines on CNN. Where 
was the West when genocide was taking place in Bosnia? And 
what about Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, East Timor, 
Uganda and the more recent Chechnya?
Only where the interest of the West is at stake, does it prompt
ly intervene; as was the case with the Gulf War. And because 
the United States was not able to topple the regime in Iraq, so 
it keeps bombing the country daily. As if the people of Iraq are 
already not suffering enough from useless economic sanctions. 
and the worthless ‘oil for food’ program. Nothing as slavish as 
this ever happened to apartheid in South Africa. If this is what 
democracy entails, then beware, we are better off without it! 
Instead of democracy, let Muslims propagate for themselves a 
truly Islamic state of government as outlined in the Holy 
Quran, an honest government that is not influenced nor con
trolled by any force, be it national or international, a state that 
guarantees life and security of its citizens regardless of race, 
color, religion, or even gender, where even the rights of 
minorities are respected, and the result of knowledge be the 
goal of its people. Such a state with all its civil liberties and 
human rights was presented to the Muslims 1500 years ago, 
before democracy was even conceptualized.
The intention of this article is not to arouse hatred against the 
West and its people, but awareness. The Western media has for 
too long portrayed Islam as a religion of violence and 
Muslims as extreme fundamentalists.
It is about time the Muslim nation responded to the allegations. 
Response, not by waging war by the sword. Rather, by waging 
war through the power of the pen.
Beware of the hypocrisy behind the foreign policy of the West 
and its "democratic principles." In actuality, democracy is just 

ajoke By: Sadaf Shah

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Yemeni Labor:
Victims, Wherever They Work

N
o one in his right mind would 
like to return to the former 
radical rhetoric of the Cold 
War years, where Marxists 
throughout the world where 

calling for the rise of the Proletariat n a call 
for a cause that has become one of those for
gotten causes that made a lot of noise but 
practically proved to be a flop. In fact, it is 
clear that Marxism was doomed to collapse. 
A mutation of the Industrial Revolution, 
Marxism was doomed to failure from the 
start, because, first of all, it amounted to 
nothing more than rhetoric without sub
stance and second of all, the followers where 
unable to unleash the intellect to progress as 
rapidly as it could, under a more open and 
democratic society than that envisaged by 
the followers of Marx. It is difficult to per
ceive that any order based on principles that 
fail to give a proper accounting of human 
nature and that turn men into quantified ele
ments that fall into the matrices of scientific 
socialist planners is bound to plummet 
against regimes that cater more to the per
sonal side of dealing with human beings. 
Interestingly enough, when the Soviet Union 
was undergoing its demise, this observer was 
having a chat with a close friend, Al-Qadhi 
Abdulsalam Sabra, who is one of the early 
patriots of the Yemeni Revolution and a for
mer Vice President. The latter was retelling 
the tale of an earlier trip to Moscow, in the 
Mid-Sixties, when the Soviet Union was at 
the summit of its power and strength. 
Leading the delegation was Al-Qadhi 
Abdurrahman Al-Iriany, the former 
President of Yemen, who died a couple of 
years ago in Damascus. While the Soviet 
leaders at the time continued to brag about 
the achievements of the Bolshevik 
Revolution and Marxism in general, the late 
Mr. Iryany was the least impressed by all the 
propaganda speeches aired by their hosts. 
Of course, the religious scholarly wisdom of 
the former President of Yemen would never 
be able to stomach the idea of any regime 
that refused to have anything to do with faith 
in God, or any religious beliefs, and which 
indiscriminately found no reason to hesitate 
against destroying all semblance of organ
ized and unorganized religion. Mr. Sabra 
said that Mr. Iriany waited until the end of 
the speeches and immediately and confident
ly spoke: Your power and all that you stand 
for is bound to collapse. As long as your 
dogma entails atheism and the denunciation 
of all faith in God, there is just no way that 
God can ever allow you to prevail, even if 
your dogma claims to uphold the rights of 
the workers and peasants of the world and all 
that rhetoric, and even if your enemies hap
pen to be the devious western powers that 
have brought havoc to the rest of the world 
for their own interests.” Sure enough Mr. 
Iriany lived to see his prophecy come true, 
God bless his soul.
So, all that stands to remain out of all the 
noise made by the champions of the working 
classes of the world is the May Day celebra
tions that are a worldwide event.
Even the extreme radical regime of the for
mer People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen 
(South Yemen) has collapsed and the propo
nents of the once vocal regime that sent 
scares throughout the traditional bastions of 
the Arabian Peninsula could not hold out 
very much longer after their Moscow men
tors collapsed.
Notwithstanding all the above, as far as the 
labor scene in Yemen, it is clear that the 
Yemeni workers and employees have a long 
way to go before seeing any fulfillment of 
the rights and privileges enjoyed by workers, 
even in the most extreme capitalist fortress
es of the world. The truth of the matter is the 
Yemeni workers are the least cared for work 
force in the world. Even when they migrate 
to work overseas, they are bound to be treat
ed in the worst manner and their rights are 
taken away from them, without anyone at 
home to safeguard such rights and without 
any gratitude by those who they served so 
diligently for so many years until the host 
states became modern countries, which 
blamed them for the misguided policies of 
their governments, when they knew full well 
that this government was not acting based on 
the reflection of the will of the people or on 
sound political and economic wisdom.
The labor force of Yemen is, primarily, com
posed of unskilled and to a certain extent 
semi-skilled workers, with a very small elite 
force of professionals. The work force is not

balanced by the availability of a meaningful 
technical and vocational skilled work force. 
Thus, most of this labor force is engaged in 
unstable employment, as daily wage earners 
or seasonal agricultural workers that are sub
ject to an array of coincidental circumstances 
that eventually lead to sporadic waves of 
migration and a pose a nightmare for any 
development planning t~o speak of.
What it boils down to, is that the Yemeni 
laborer and employee is the victim of neglect 
and contempt, whether as private sector 
employees or government staff. Moreover, 
the efforts towards upgrading the skills of 
the Yemeni workforce have been primarily 
limited to only gracious assistance provided 
by the German Government and the training 
and experience gained while working in 
overseas labor markets, where they were not 
really allowed to develop much, for fear that 
they would be influential in activating for 
more political or civil rights.
On the other hand, even those with the prop
er academic qualifications are not provided 
with sufficient practical on-the-job training 
that enables them to adapt acquired academ
ic knowledge to practical experience, and 
thus even the educationally equipped 
Yemeni employees are not allowed the full 
potential of their capabilities and knowledge. 
Moreover, even in the senior and mid-level 
management fields it is also evident that the 
positions are usually meted out on the basis 
of family or clan affiliation or political con
siderations and without serious considera
tion of capabilities and anticipated produc
tivity. This is of course at the expense of 
efficiency and optimization of the human 
resources available.
The problem starts at the legal and the insti
tutional level. The Labor Law and the Civil 
Service Laws, both of which are supposedly 
issued to safeguard the rights of the human 
resources of the country in the private and 
public sectors respectively are obvious 
drawbacks that work against the upgrading 
of the treatment of Yemeni employees and 
laborers. In fact, there have been occasions 
when this observer was told by very senior 
officers in both Ministries (Labor and Civil 
Service), when advocating for any employ
ees of either sector) that “Yes, you are right, 
Hassan, but unfortunately the Law does not 
see it that way!” I am puzzled as to why 
these officials have not cared to try to amend 
the laws accordingly, as they are profession
ally bound to do by their positions and 
responsibility as such.
On the other hand, when we look to see what 
the poor employees and laborers have done 
to try to remedy the underdog status they are 
forced to live under, it is clear that the gov
ernment will just not tolerate any form of 
organized protest and severely punishes even 
the thought of organizing a strike. Note that 
the Constitution clearly guarantees the right 
of association and the right of unions to take 
any action to foster the interests of their con
stituents, but the subsequent specialized leg
islation that followed and their executive by
laws work diligently to stall any efforts at 
turning constitutional assurances to clear 
logical mandates that reflect them. In fact, it 
seems that the intentions behind such legis
lation and executive procedures are to kill 
whatever constitutional arrangements are 
envisaged accordingly. Without a clearly 
defined mandate for the courts to interpret all 
laws based on their constitutional preludes 
accordingly, one is easily bound to find that 
the Constitution is outdone by Executive 
Decrees of the lowest Executive Officer to 
suit his own interests. Moreover, even in the 
areas where the labor law has given some 
semblance of rights to workers, the private 
sector employees are not at all hesitant about 
throwing such rights out the windows and 
many of them have never even heard that 
there is a Labor Law.
As for the Civil Service employees, their lot 
has been squashed years ago with the pas
sage of the Unified Civil Service Code of 
1983, and it has been downhill since for both 
the quality of the performance of the govern
ment employees and the living standard once 
enjoyed by government staff at all levels. 
One might even surmise that it is these legis
lation that have become a major motivation 
for the corruption that prevails in the gov
ernment sector and the inability of the pri
vate sector to develop into a dynamic and 
vibrant business environment. Happy May 
Day to all the workers of Yemen wherever 
they are.
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Marriage Rituals in Lahj
Saleh Abdulbaqi
Yemen Times

F
or the first time, we discov
er that beauty does not 
require schools in which to 
be taught. We stood star
tled facing one of the most 

beautiful paintings embodied in the 
rituals of the Yemeni Weddings. We 
have learned a lot about the Yemeni 
weddings several years ago during the 
first festival for Yemeni weddings. 
That festival has relieved the people 
from the burdens caused by the decay
ing economic conditions.
The traditional arts have a great 
impact in reconceptualizing our under
standing of the present and in enhanc
ing our future. Traditional weddings 
reveal the secrets of people’s souls and 
show their roots in the history. Both 
men and women, participate in these 
weddings portraying a picture that 
their ancestors have left for them and, 
at the same time, they embody the 
genuineness and distinction of the 
Yemeni civilization in all ages.

In this issue we shall fly together to 
the governorate of Lahj and give you 

some delightful pictures of the Yemeni 
traditional weddings in Lahj. If you 
were to visit Lahj, the first things that 
would impress you are men’s tradi
tional dress “Maqtab” or “Mewaz” (a 
rectangular piece of cloth with several 
variegations usually fixed tight around 
the waist while the rest of it falls loose 
few centimeters below the knees). In 
this district there is one very famous 
brand of the “Maqtab”, artificially 
made, is named ‘Al-Soaydoni’ and is 
sold in one shop in the main road of 
the Al-Hawtah city, Lahj. Usually, 
people of Lahj use a certain type of 
belts called “Al-Kabir” to tie the 
“Maktab” to their waists. In addition, 
they wear turbans “Mashadah” or 
“Imamah” which are made of pure 
silk. There are many kinds of turbans 
in Lahj, some of which are made of 
pure silk and is usually green, red or 
yellow. On the other hand, some other 
kinds are made of blue cotton and 
khaki. Furthermore, there is one very 
famous manner of wearing turbans 
named “Al-Abdalliyah” in which peo
ple leave on of the turban’s ends stand 
out in the form of an open rose. The 
people of Lahj are also known for their 
“Janbia” which is unique in their dis
trict.

Engagement
According to the local traditions of

Lahj, first the family of the groom 
chooses a family from which they 
want their son to marry. Then the 
mother or sister of the groom or both 
go the bride’s family and speak to the 
mother of their interest of marrying 
their son to her daughter. After the pri
mary agreement on the dowry and 
married couple house .. .etc, the moth

er delivers the good news to the bride. 
Then, the mother tells the father of his 
daughter’s marriage news. Next, after 
the father agrees to the marriage, the 
groom’s family is informed of the 
acceptance. After that both families 
agree on the wedding day and the next 
stage of the Lahji wedding begins.

Wedding ceremony in Lahj
The wedding celebrations in Lahj have 
a special flavor where the festivities 
for the bride continue for three days 
whereas the groom’s last for two days 
only.
On the first day of the bride’s festival, 
you would find the bride’s house full 
of women from all over the area and 
neighboring villages including family 
members and relatives. Usually, dif

ferent women continuously perform 
some Lahji folklore dance while oth
ers sing amongst the pleasant smell of 
incense and perfumes. During the cer
emony, tea, coffee, water and water 
pipes are served. On the first day for 
the groom, which is the second for the 
bride, the groom celebrates this occa
sion amongst his friends, acquaintanc
es and relatives in similar atmos
pheres. During the celebration the 
groom wears special traditional cos
tumes like the “Maktab”, “Imamah”, 
“Janbia” and “Dismal”. Then he 
leaves out to the celebration yard 
accompanied by his family members, 
relatives, drummer and dancers. 
Meanwhile, the invited women would 
be standing in the balconies and roofs 
of neighboring houses trilling long and 
short cries of joy in a startling harmo
ny as if it was a musical symphony. 
The groom and his companions con
tinue their dancing and singing for a 
while before going to the groom’s 
house. There, guests sit in a special 
room prepared for chewing Qat and 
listening to Lahji folklore music and 
dance. On the second day, another 
party takes place which is named “Al- 
Henna” which is the “Bath Day”. In 
the morning, the groom is bathed and 
adorned with Henna. The groom 
leaves the house with his companions 
who usually hold swords in their 
hands while dancing. When drums are 
beaten, the groom is adorned with 
Henna, anointed and bathed while the 
smoke of incense rises on his sides. 
After that, the popular folklore dance 
“Al-Bara’a” where four men carrying 
swords perform this dance. Then two 
of them start displaying some of their 
martial arts using their swords in a 
friendly combat showing their will to 
defend the groom. Finally, the groom 
is taken back home with the dancers 
until he enters his room. 
As for bride, this is considered her 
wedding night, know by local women 
as “Al-Zakrah” and different forms of 
celebrations take place. The bride is 
adorned with “Khidab” on both her 
hands and arms which is very famous 
in Lahj. In the morning, women come 
from everywhere to participate in the 
celebration of the wedding night. 
Usually, a woman from the bride’s rel
atives approaches the bride and covers 
her with green variegated expensive 
piece of cloth. Then women start 
singing folklore songs and dance “Al- 
Mayha” and “Al-Markih”. This latter, 
which is also called “Al-Sultania” has 
a slow tempo where two women dance 
together at a time. Both women would 
tie the “Makramah” (a certain type of 
veils) around their head leaving a 
loose end with which they cover their 
face. They often have anklets on their 
legs that make sounds while they 
dance gracefully. After that, the bride 
is escorted to the bathroom where she 
is washed. Then, she comes out from 
her bath wearing light clothes and 
there would be lots of incense smoke 
and perfume odors in the air. All this is 
done while two women dance “Al- 
Dawa’an” and “Al-Mayha”. 
Meanwhile, the bride puts on her tra
ditional gorgeous white clothes and 
she often wears a gold or sliver belt 
and silver traditional necklace. At this 
time the groom arrives accompanied 
by drummers and dancers to take his 
bride to their new home. Afterward, 
the bride’s maid announces the names 
of the women who have supported the 
bride. In the meantime, the two fami
lies exchange greetings and congratu
lations. Next, the bride’s father takes 
the bride inside the house while his 
companions “Al-Shawa’ah” wait out
side. Inside the house, the father rubs 
the groom’s hands on his daughter’s 
head.
According to the traditions of Lahj, 
the grooms have to slaughter sheep on 
the front door of his bride’s house oth
erwise he should give up his Janbia or 
sword before he could enter. Similarly, 
the bride cannot go out with him 
before he fulfills this condition. 
Afterwards, a maid carries a wooden 
box that contains the bride’s clothes 
and her belongings to her husband’s 
house. Meanwhile both the bride and 
the groom are put inside a Howdaj (a 
seat or platform placed on the back of 
a camel) on a camel. Again escorted 
by drummer dancers...etc the bride 
and the groom are taken to their house 
where their room would be prepared 
for them. At this point, the groom has 

to present his bride’s 
dowry or else he 
should give up his 
Janbia or sword. After 
that, he can accompa
ny his bride to their 
room where they 
spend the happiest 
night in their lives.

The day after wed
ding night “Al- 
Sobhiyah”:
The day after the 
wedding night, people 
come to congratulate
the happy couple. A lunch party is held 
in the groom’s house for the relatives 
and families of the married couple. 
Then in the afternoon, a celebration is 
held for the groom. Women come to 
congratulate her after her wedding 
night. Usually the bride wears green 
silk variegated clothes and covers her 
head with a pricey veil of the same 
color along with different kinds of 
brilliant jewelry. Afterwards, drums 
are beaten and women start singing

and dancing different types of folklore 
dance like “Al-Markih”, “Al-Mayha” 
and “Al-Shadih”. Meanwhile, the 
groom enters the room which is full of 
women and dances with his bride “Al- 
Mayha” and “Al-Shadih” then he 
leaves the room letting the women fin
ish their celebration.
Finally, with these rituals, the tradi
tional Lahji wedding ends leaving 
behind its strong marks in the history 
of the traditional wedding rituals in 
Lahj.

Advertisement
The Institute of Languages, 

University of Aden announces 

to arrange for Summer 
programme (7May-7 August

2000) to teach Arabic for Non
Speakers.

The course includes social and 
authentic use of Arabic, for more 
information you can contact 

no: 236477/6

Discount Advertisement
On the occasion of the Tenth anniversary of 
the Yemen unification, the White House 
Stores for American and European furniture 
items would like to announce a 20% discount 
on all the blankets, towels, bed sheets and pil
lows.

There are special tempting prices for whole 
sale buyers including furnished departments 
owners, hotels, hospitals and private villas.

For more information please phone:
Tel: 212299
fax: 212311
Sana’a, Algeria Street, Sana’a Trade Center, 
Store no (21)

TESOL 2000
Yemen National TESOL Conference

The Yemen Ministry of Education, the US Embassy and the British Council 
are sponsoring a conference on Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages

The focus of the conference will be:

Effective English Language Learning for All Ages

• setting & achieving standards in the EFL/ESL classroom
• appropriate teaching
• teacher development
• classroom management
• using resources
• promoting extracurricular use of English

November 13-15, 2000 
Call for Papers

Anyone wishing to present a research paper, workshop or demonstration 
during the conference should contact Mohammed Naif at:

POB 11983
Sanaa, Yemen
email: info@tesol.org.ye

Sponsored By:
Yemen Times, Pizza Hut, Procter & Gamble, Clorox,
Yemen Co. For Industry and Commerce Ltd.

mailto:info@tesol.org.ye


May 1st, 2000 11

Press Scanner
I

t seems that last week was a 
tense one for the Yemeni press. 
In AL-SHUMOA’ Mutahhar Al- 
Ashmoori, who was usually con
sidered a government supporter 

began a very strong attack against the 
Prime Minister Dr. Al-Eryani. The cri
sis within the leadership of the 
Socialist Party of Yemen, which con
tinued its endeavors at Damascus to 
reach an agreement before its next con
ference was reported by several news
papers. The split between Sons of 
Yemen League and the SPY - both par
ties in the opposition- seems to deepen, 
while a similar one develops between 
the ruling PGC and its foe/ally Islah 
party.

A crime which was uncovered for the 
first time by AL-AYYAM in which a 
sheikh locked several people inside a 
container and caused the death of four 
of them is sure to shed more light on 
the practices of tribal leaders known in 
Yemen as sheikhs. It is a crime that the 
authorities shall find difficult to explain 
how it categorizes or deals with while 
claiming to be adopting a strong human 
rights protection policy.
At the same time the recent controver
sial visit by Israeli tourists of Yemeni 
origin continue to stir the political 
waters of Yemen. The clashes between 
the security forces neighboring Saudi 
Arabia with the Makarima and the 
intended signature of a Saudi-Yemeni 
border agreement next month, which 
was reported by AL-JAMAHEER, 
shall be prominent in the Yemeni media 
next month.
Yemen is celebrating next month the 
10th anniversary of its unity and a great 
number of Arab and foreign leaders are 
invited. About 15 foreign leaders have 
already accepted the invitation; the 
most important of which is Prince 
Abdulla, the Saudi Arabian Crown 
Prince. While a stable political envi
ronment might be a necessity in such a 
time it seems that local and regional 
developments and freedom of press 
and other liberties are certain to further 
enrich the political and social life of 
Yemen next month.
An Inter-Governmental Dispute?
Mutahhar Al-Ashmoori (AL-SHU
MOA’, independent, weekly 22nd 
April) wrote about recent develop
ments in Yemeni politics especially 
about President Saleh’s visit to the 
United States and steps taken towards 
the normalization of relations [with 
Israel].
Mr. Al-Ashmoori began his article by 
saying: “I feel satisfied that I was the 
first to prove clearly that the perform
ance of the Prime Minister in imple
menting the foreign policy of Yemen 
contains personal acts that go beyond 
the policy.”
Al-Ashmoori attacked the way the 
opposition parties took their positions 
against the President while the 
President “stood clearly and strongly 
during his meetings with the American 
Congress members and stressed the 
position of Yemen on normalization [of 
relations with Israel] and refused any 
deals under the table. He refused to 
yield to American pressure that were 
strongly moved by the Israeli lobby, 
although Yemen is in great need of 
American and World Bank and IMF 
aid.”
Al-Ashmoori accused the opposition 
parties of treating with contempt 
towards these positions of the President 
while it “didn’t concentrate on the 
deeds of the Prime Minister and his 

acts in foreign policy that go beyond 
the policy of Yemen.”
“It is very strange, said Al-Ashmoori, 
’’that the opposition’s staunchest news
papers in rejecting normalization [of 
relations with Israel] that all sorts of 
Arab leaders and governments... 
changed into a media that tries to avoid 
the uncovering of the mistakes and acts 
in which the government went far 
beyond the Yemeni track on such an 
issue that is very dire for these newspa
pers.”
Mr. Al-Ashmoori spoke about inci
dents that happened in the United 
States which the President didn’t like 
or agree to in advance and concluded 
that the opposition whose some promi
nent leaders accompanied the 
President, “realized that the President 
wasn’t involved and that the Prime 
Minister put himself personally in a 
dilemma of which he was only respon
sible.”
Al-Ashmoori said “the man of law and 
order, the staunch supporter of liberties 
and herald of democracy, as he present
ed himself, has appeared as a man who 
executes no order or law, suppresses 
liberties, in favor of personal propagan
da for him at the Israeli lobby. Isn’t it 
possible that he might establish a lobby 
with the strongest lobby in the world, 
despite the Pan-Arab nationalist or 
Ba’athist banners he might raise?” 
Al-Ashmoori accused the Prime 
Minister of using his contacts with the 
Israeli lobby and officials into personal 
investment and business.
Al-Ashmoori said that the President 
while in the United States dealt with 
the [said] mistakes in his own way and 
shall effectuate change in his own 
style. Concluding his article, he won
dered, however, “whether the President 
shall introduce a wide change in gov
ernment within the next month or two 
as rumored in political circles?”

RA’Y
(Sons of Yemen League, 
weekly, 25th April) spoke 

about a crisis inside the government, 
because of a campaign against the 
Prime Minister, the latest part of which 
was Al-Ashmoori’s article, “ which 
threw the responsibility of all mistakes 
in Yemeni foreign policy on the Prime 
Minister, including the issue of normal
izing relations with Israel.”
RA’Y said that “Al-Eryani was very 
angry because of this article and con
sidered that he was being aimed at by 
somebody within the regime itself.” 
Ray said that the Prime Minister hinted 
that he is going to resign, but he 
changed his mind after holding a meet
ing with the President.

AL-SAHWA
(Islah Party, weekly, 26th 
April) was only other 

prominent opposition newspaper to 
report on the same issue which said: 
“Informed political sources have con
firmed that Prime Minister Al-Eryani, 
changed his opinion and withdrew his 
resignation which he had submitted in 
protest against articles and writings 
against him that were published recent
ly, accusing him of failing to solve the 
economic situation and of promoting 
joining the current of normalizing 
[relations with Israel].
“The same sources report that the 
Ministry of Information has ordered 
that Mutahhar Al-Ashmoori shouldn’t 
be allowed to write in Al-Thawrah 
newspaper as a way to satisfy the Prime 
Minister”

“These sources considered the said 
articles as ........ internal conflict
between the different warring lobbies 
and groups inside the ruling party as 
was clear in AL-SHUMOA’ and AL- 
MITHAQ newspapers”.
However Al-SAHWA noted that,” the 
newspaper of the ruling party didn’t 
come to defend the Secretary General 
of the party and Prime Minister except 
in its last edition, while articles against 
him, written by members of the same 
party were published since the begin
ning of the year”.

AL-OSBOA’
(Independent, weekly 
25th April) considered the 

dispute as a fight between “Centers of 
Corruption”
“It is rumored among the media circles 
that Al-Ashmoori’s membership in the 
Peoples General Congress might be 
revoked. While Al-Ashmoori forecasts 
that Al-Eryani shall be put aside, 
observers expect that Al-Eryani shall 
continue in his post until after the par
liamentary elections next year, April 
2001”.
Al-OSBOA’ concluded by saying that 
contrary to international norms 
President Saleh refrained from effectu
ating a change in government in the 
aftermath of his election as a President 
last September.
As the above-mentioned dispute is not 
far from another issue, which has 
recently stirred the political waters of 
Yemen, namely, the controversial visits 
to Yemen by Israelis of Yemeni origin, 
it might be suitable to see how it 
evolved during last week.

The Relations with Israel!
ATTAGAMMOA’
(The Congregation of 
Yemeni Unionists, weekly 

24th April) said in a short article on 
how Israel began, evolved, and 
expanded at the expense of Arab and 
Palestinian rights. It concluded its arti
cle by saying:
“These are the realities of Israel. It is a 
strong, suzerain and savage state that 
wants hegemony over the Arab coun
tries and their wealth and riches: water, 
land and economy in order to continue 
as a partner of the United States, the 
international master... Policies of sub
mission or begging are useless with 
Israel. The Lebanese Resistance teach
es us.”

AL-BALAGH
(Independent, weekly 
25th April) devoted its 

editorial to the Arab-Isrrelations. 
Written by the Religious Scholar 
Ibrahim Al-Wazir, he said that “despite 
the King of Jordan’s visit to Israel, 
accompanied by his beautiful, young 
and displaying her charms wife, ...and 
though the King began his speech - 
according to the translation heard all 
over the world- by most cordially say
ing Sir to the Israeli Prime Minister, he 
wasn’t addressed accordingly by his 
host.
“...Whatever the Arabs do when 
approaching the Israeli Prime Minister 
or any other Jew is futile and serves 
only further humiliation for them and 
for all other Muslims.”
“Allah has ruled that Palestine shall 
only be retained back to Muslims by 
true people of God who observe His 
teachings, the followers of 
Mohammed, reciters of the book of 
God ...”

AL-UMMAH
(Al-Haq Party, weekly, 
27th April) seems the only

Yemeni newspaper that is really inter
ested in this subject. It was the only 
newspaper to publish what it called a 
fatwah issued by the religious scholars 
of Yemen. In its first page it ran a story 
private schools in Sana’a receiving 
invitations from Zionist and Jewish 
organizations to participate in students 
peace activities in the United States 
and Switzerland in which ‘the Zionist 
entity’ takes part.
AL-UMMAH quoted a speaker of the 
High Council of Coordination between 
Opposition Parties as “condemning this 
move of normalization and calling 
upon private schools to refuse accept
ing any such invitations to such suspi
cious activities in which the Zionist 
entity participates”.
AL-UMMAH ran another story about 
the answer of the American 
Ambassador when asked about the cir
cumstances of the visit to Yemen by 
Israelis and whether that was a condi
tion for the visit of President Saleh to 
the United States.
AL-UMMAH republished an article 
published by an Egyptian magazine, 
which claimed that Prime Minister Al- 
Eryani has already visited Israel three 
times! Some of the most interesting 
points in this article are as follows: 
“The Israeli press while covering the 
said ‘touristic’ visits which are in reali
ty political visits, that relations 
between Yemen and Israel during the 
most recent years were claimed to be 
very cordial. Such is the state of rela
tions especially between Bruce 
Qashtan, the Israeli official responsible 
of the Arab Gulf countries desk at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Al- 
Eryani who met very secretly as con
firmed by the opposition in Yemen.” 
“.... What is new is that this group 
arrived directly from Tel Aviv to 
Sana’a by a flight of the official 
Yemenia Airways.”

ATTAGAMMOA’ (24th April) 
reported that the culprit was still at 
large.

RA’Y (25th April) reported that the 
direct next of kin of the victims signed 
a document in which they relinquished 
their right. They were then given the 
corpses of the victims to be buried by 
their families. RA’Y reported that an 
agreement was reached by the culprit 
sheikh and those next of kin but didn’t 
elaborate any details.

While it seems that this incident might 
be overlooked it might prove too much 
more difficult for the authorities to 
keep under the blanket.

AL-AYYAM
(26th April) who was the 
first newspaper to uncover 

the crime ran an article by Abu Bakr 
Al-Saqqaf. He compared some aspects 
of life and society in Yemen to those of 
the Dark Ages.

A Party in Crisis?
ATTARIQ 
(Independent, weekly, 
25th April) reported that it 

was expected that Ali Nasser 
Mohammed, Chairman of the Center of 
Arab Studies, ex-president of PDRY 
and former General Secretary of the 

Socialist Party of Yemen shall take 
over as General Secretary succeeding 
Ali Saleh Obad during the party’s 
fourth general congress expected to be 
held at the end of the year.
ATTARIQ however ran another story 
on the same page in which it concluded 
that because a statement wasn’t issued 
at the end of the Damascus meeting of 
the Socialist leadership arranged by 
Mr. Mohammed, it seems that an 
agreement wasn’t reached.

ATTAGAMMOA’ (24th April) 
reported that some opposition circles 
fear that differences of opinion inside 
the leadership of the Socialist Party of 
Yemen might lead to a dispute that 
might split the party into two Northern 
and Southern factions as 
preferred by its enemies.

A Makrami Revolt?
AL-RA’Y 
AL-A’AM

(Independent weekly, 
25th April) was the first 
Yemeni newspaper to 
report on the incidents at 
Najran.

AL-WAH- 
D A W I 
(People’s 

Unionist Nasserit 
Organization, weekly 
25th April) quoted 
informed sources at 
Sa’ada governorate that 
fierce fighting erupted 
between Saudi forces and 
the tribe of Wa’elah 
when the tribe stopped 
the Saudi forces from 
chasing members of the 
Ismaili sect [Makrami is 
a more suitable name] 
who had took refuge 
inside the tribe’s area. 
It is noted that the major
ity of Yemeni newspa
pers, official and partisan 
and independent, are try
ing to steer away from 
the Najran developments.

Most of opposition newspapers repre
sent political forces that are ‘too near’ 
to Saudi Arabia to comment; while the 
others are trying not to disturb the cel
ebration of the 10 anniversary of unity 
at which Crown Prince Abdulla bin 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia shall be the 
most prominent guest.

AL-UMMAH which ran a story about 
the developments in and around Najran 
published a statement issued by the 
“Isma’elites of Yemen” calling to stop 
the acts in Saudi Arabia designed to 
exterminate their brethren there.
However, about the fighting in which 
the tribe of Wa’elah was involved AL- 
UMMAH said that it erupted with 
another Yemeni tribe: Daham.

For Foreign 
Companies Only 

For Rent
Available in Aden located about 
500m from Caltex area (Aden 
Container Terminal) full lodging com
plex consists of seven villas with 
facilities:
- Electric Power (additional sepa

rate Generator in case of power 
cut).

- Telephone
- Garden all around
- Satellite
- Furniture
- Cooking & laundry equipments
- Security 24 hrs
- Parking

For more information please con
tact:
Tel: 02-386313 Fax:02-381563
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Internet and Research:

Searching and Information Evaluation
Helmi Noman, 
Director of the 
American Internet 
Information Center

T
he fact that almost anyone 
can publish anything on 
the Internet is both a 
strength and a weakness. 
The increasing number of 

Web pages and the lack of organiza
tion created the necessity to learn 
sophisticated search skills especially 
when looking for complex search 
queries. In addition, fabricated infor
mation, biased, outdated or inaccurate 
information exists online because 
there is no quality control. Thus, the 
Internet should be considered as a tool 
that compliments other traditional

search tools and does not replace 
them. A researcher might find the 
information needed but this does not 
necessarily mean that all information 
is available at all times. Other research 
tools should be considered when con
ducting a comprehensive research.

Limitations of Internet Resources:
1. Even though there are many free 
online full text books, many valuable 
information is not available for free; 
they are available in commercial data
bases which are sometimes too expen
sive for individuals and small research 
institutions.
2. Archival information is usually not 
available online for free. Some com
mercial databases such as Lexis-Nexis 
have archival information of newspa
pers, journals and wire services.

3. Selected chapters from some books 
and abstracts from some periodicals 
are available but full text articles and 
books are not available on the Internet 
but could be available via the Internet. 
4. Free information does not mean 
good information; evaluating Internet 
information resources is essential for 
authentic research.
5. Sometimes the information is free 
but the cost of accessing the Internet is 
very high. Searchers should consider 
print materials for reference queries.

How Do Search Engines Work?
46% of Internet users find new web 
sites via search engines (IMT 
Strategies) and 57% of Internet users 
search the Web each day, making 
search the second most popular 
Internet activity (SRI). Understanding

how search engines work helps 
searchers use them better. The follow
ing chart shows the number of Web 
pages indexed by each search engine. 
Sizes are reported by each search 
engine as of February 3, 2000.
Search engines track down Web pages 
by deploying spiders or robots which 
follow links available on the Internet 
and then add them to their own data
bases. Each search engine has its own 
way of tracking and adding Web 
pages. Web addresses can also be reg
istered by publishers. 1 billion index
able pages exist on the Internet (Joint 
study published by Inktomi and the 
NEC Research Institute, February 
2000). Based on this estimation, the 
most comprehensive search engine 
indexes only 35% of the total number 
of Web pages.

For researchers, this 
means the following:
1. There is a lack of 
organization of informa
tion on the Internet.
2. In many cases, search 
engines produce huge 
numbers of results that 
are not related to the 
search query.
3. Search engines do not 
produce accurate biblio
graphic information 
about documents such as 
author, date of publica
tion and subject.
4. There is a possibility 
of spamdexing which is 
using keywords to 
describe a document to 
be something that is not 
true.
5. No single search 
engine indexes all of the 
documents available on 
the Internet. Searchers 
should use various ones 

for more compre
hensive searches.
6. Web pages are created and 
added to the Internet on a 
daily basis and search engines 
can not cope with the speed of 
this increase. Thus, search 
engines should not be expect
ed to generate the most recent 
results.

Subject Directories
Subject directories are smaller 
than search engines. They are 
organized by subject and 
maintained by human beings. 
Links available in subject 
directories such as Yahoo are 
evaluated first by information 
professionals before they are 
added to the database. Unlike 
search engines, subject direc
tories may not allow searchers 
to use common language. In 
an online survey that I con
ducted in 1999 with a research 
project at Columbia 
University, Yahoo was found 
to be the most used and best 
rated search tool on the 
Internet. (Full results are 
available at http://www.world- 
oftech.com).

How to prepare to search
Before you search, you have 
to be realistic in your expecta
tion. The following are some 
useful search techniques that 
can save users time and help 
them get the best out of their 
search efforts.
1. Queries should be formulat
ed carefully by identifying 
keywords which describe the 
topic and by identifying alter
native synonyms.
2. Make sure words are spelt 
correctly.
3. Explore more search 
engines and do not stick to the 
ones you know. Search 
engines are competing with 
each other to provide the best 
service.
4. Each search engine works 
differently. So learn about 
each one’s tips and tricks by 
reading the help files.
5. Use wildcard searches. For 
example, using “educat*” as a 
key word will generate docu
ments about education, educa
tor, educators, and education
al. If however you use the 
word “education”, the other 
alternatives might be excluded 
from the results.
6. Boolean search can help 
broaden or narrow the search

results. For example, if AND is used 
as an operator with two words you are 
likely to get documents about the two 
keywords rather than only one of 
them. AND NOT excludes undesirable 
words, and OR broadens a search.

Evaluating Internet Information 
Resources: Free information does 
not necessarily mean good informa
tion
Different circumstances require differ
ent sets of information evaluation cri
teria. Information evaluators should 
consider, develop and apply other sets 
as necessary to measure uniqueness, 
scope, and depth. The following are 
some guidelines that can be used in the 
evaluation process.

1. Authority
Identify the source of information and 
check if the resource is governmental, 
commercial, academic or personal.
Start with the URL. For example, if 
you want to download press releases 
from a governmental site make sure it 
has the organizational extension (.gov) 
because fake sites can look identical to 
the original ones. Check these two 
sites:
One is the official site of the White 
House and the other is fake and 
humorous 
http://www.whitehouse.gov 
The official White House site

http://www.whitehouse.net 
A fake and humorous site 
If information resources are wrongly 
identified, searchers might cite infor
mation believed to be written by a 
political party while in fact the infor
mation is propaganda written by polit
ical activists from the other side.
2. Credibility
Determine the credibility of the organ
ization or individual publishing the 
information; find out if they are recog
nized experts in the subject field and if 
the information has been checked by 
independent third party.

3. Motivation
Identify the motivation or purpose for 
the site and find out if the provider of 
the information could possibly be 
motivated to provide inaccurate infor
mation.

4. Currency
Special attention should be paid to 
date issues especially when looking 
for time sensitive resources such as 
statistics, stock quotes, and sales fig
ures. Do not assume that the date of 
uploading the information represents 
when the information was written.

http://www.world-oftech.com
http://www.whitehouse.gov
http://www.whitehouse.net
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New Sony Showroom with Digital 
Corner Inaugurated at Taiz

Al-Haidary for Trading, the distributor for 
Sony products in Yemen, on 23 April 2000, 
announced the inauguration of its first 
showroom in Taiz, Yemen. Present on the 
occasion were officials from Sony Gulf FZE, 
the regional headquarters of Sony 
Corporation in the Middle East and Africa, led 
by Mr. Haruyasu Nagata, Managing Director, 
and staff from Al-Haidary for Trading headed 
by Mr. Mohammed Ahmad Al-Haidary, 
Managing Director.

The new showroom is unique as it includes a 
special section dedicated to the display, 
demonstration and sales of the latest digital 

products from Sony. This section has been 
created to help Sony customers realize how 
the latest digital products can improve their 
life-styles. The latest range of FD Trinitron 
WEGA televisions featuring Digital Reality 
Creation, Digital Imaging Solutions counter 
with the latest Digital Handycam, Cybershot 
and Digital Mavica digital still cameras, DVD 
Players, Glasstron and PlayStation are 
among the products presented in a “demo 
ready” and user-friendly manner.
The showroom is located opposite the 
Central Market in Taiz. Showroom timings are 
from 9:00 am - 2 Pm and 5:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
daily.

The Showroom was inaugurated by 
the Deputy Governor of Taiz Mr. 
Mohamed Abdulmalek who recorded 
his pleasure to see such showroom in 
the city of Taiz. Mr. Abdulmalek went 
round the showroom and was 
explained about the new and different 
digital Sony products displayed.

A press conference was held on this 
occasion, which was conducted by Mr. 
M. al-Haidary and team management 
of Sony Gulf headed by Mr. H. Nagata, 
MD of Sony Gulf. Various press 
members from different media were 
present and were apprised of the 
progress achieved as a result of the 
mutual cooperation between the two 
parties.

Al-Haidary for Trading and Sony have 
been working together for over 15 
years to distribute Sony products and 
provide excellent after-sales service.

“The inauguration of this showroom is 
expected to further extend our 
distribution channel throughout the 
Republic and to further reach and 
serve more customers who have 
innate need for Sony products” Mr. Al- 
Haidary said. This showroom would be

a source for digital products through 
which people can get a chance to 
enter and feel the world of 
digitalization. “Adding value to 
products through the digitalization of 
audio-visual equipment and the fusion 
of this equipment with the information 
technology, is Sony strategy for 
creating unique and enjoyable 
products that fulfill the aspirations of 
our customers” Mr. Nagata added.

Mr. Abdulrahman Al-Haidary, Sales 
Marketing Manager at Al-Haidary 
Trading Company also talked about 
the significance and the potential of 
the city of Taiz as a commercial and 
industrial city in Yemen and how rapid 
it has achieved progress. “Our plan to 
setup a showroom and service center 
in Taiz was on the agenda for a while 
and it was just a matter of finding the 
proper time” Mr. A. Rahman Al- 
Haidary added.

Mr. Mohamed Abdulmalek, Deputy Governor of Taiz, officially inaugurate Al-HaidaryTaiz 
Showroom

Mr. Haryasu Nagate, MD, Sony Gulf and Mr. Mohammad 
Al-Haidary, GD of Al-Haidary for Trading
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Improve Your English

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

College of Education, Mahweet

I. What to say

HOTEL RESERVATION

You are to fix a conference hall in a 
hotel. You are at the hotel reception 
counter.

• Madam, We would like to book your 
conference hall for the 15th of this 
month for holding our Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). Would you please let 
us know whether it is available that day 
and what is the tariff?
* Madam, I am from C.G.A Company. 
We intend holding our AGM at this 
hotel. I would like to book a conference 
hall for this date.
* Madam, will your conference hall be 
available for the 15th of this month? We 
would like to book it for our AGM that 
day.
• I want to reserve the conference hall 
for the 15th of this month for our 
company’s AGM.
• Could you tell me whether your 
conference hall is available for the 15th 
of this month? We are holding our AGM 
and we find that your place will suit us 
well.
• Madam, we intend holding our AGM 
this year on the 15th of this month. We 
expect around 200 participants. We find 
your conference hall suitable. Would it 
be possible to book it for that date?
• Sir, I would like to book a hall at your 
hotel for our cultural meeting to be held 
on the 20th next month. Is any hall 
available here that day to accommodate 
around 50 people?
One more thing. Can you take care of 
the interior placements and other 
arrangements to our convenience?
• Excuse me, can I have a conference 
hall booked for the 10th of this month 
for a group discussion? By the way, will 
you be able to serve our dinner at the 
hall itself?

II. How to say it correctly.
Try and correct errors, if any, in the 
following sentences.
1) During the World War II, cities after 
cities fall.
2) Mohammed has met an accident.

3) Hard work has affected his health.
4) He informed his program to me.
5) We should not cut jokes with our 
elders.

Answers to previous week’s 
questions:
I) All my friends are good natured and 
intelligent.
2) She hesitates singing in the company 
of her friends.
3) In these days of rising prices, he is 
finding it difficult to make both ends 
meet.
4) I have learnt this lesson word by 
word.
5) Light the lamp at once.

III. How to express it in one 
word:
1) Allowing the passage of rays of light. 
2) Not allowing the passage of light.
3) A substance that kills insects.
4) Occurring at the same time.
5) An assembly of worshippers.

Answers of previous week’s 
questions:
1) Government by officials: 
bureaucracy
2) An absolute government: autocracy 
3) The annual celebration of an 
occasion: anniversary
4) Of unknown or unadmitted 
authorship: anonymous
5) Conferred as an honor, or performed 
without pay: honorary

IV. In each of line, find the 
two words that have 
opposite meanings: 
many some no few
tall slim short little
good tired sad bad
right bad wrong trouble
wet dry damp mousy

Answers to previous week’s 
questions:
Words that tell about a jolly person: 
merry, beaming, laughing, gay.

Quotable Quote:
“Practice makes 
a man perfect.”

YOUTH FORUM
A Memorable Experience

I could never imagine how great moth
erhood is until I saw my little brother 
coming into this world. I have always 
loved my mother and always known 
that she had been through a lot of pains 
for us to reach the present stage of our 
development. But when I saw the exact 
magnitude of the pain, my love and 
appreciation for her increased multifold. 
When my mother was expecting, I used 
to go with her to the doctor. I saw my 
little brother when he was a fetus in her 
womb. And the first time he kicked her, 
I was there to feel the kick. I felt that he 
was my son also. On the 14th of June 
1999, my mother woke me up and told 
me that she must go to the hospital. I 
accompanied her to the hospital with 
my father. When they took her to the 
labor room, I waited outside praying to 
God to save her and to save our little 
one. I was really worried. After five 
hours, the nurse came to inform me that 
my mother was all right and that she had 
given birth to a boy. I was the first one 
who took the baby in my arms and I felt 
that I held the whole world between my 
arms. He was named “Osama” and I 
was the one who gave him that name. It 
means “lion” and I want him to be as 
courageous as a lion or may be as coura
geous as his mother. I think that 
Osama’s coming to being was the best 
experience I have ever been through.
Dalal Ali Al-Yazidi
Faculty of Arts, Department of English 
Sana’a University

A Pledge
Will you help me build a life?
A tender life with love.
We will live in harmony.
We will be happy with no envy.

Just agree and you will see.
I will give you sight to see.
I will give you my heart to throb.
I will give you my life to love.

With me you will be free.
You can love through me.
Please, say ‘yes’ for me.
Then, you will taste the elixir of life.
Rizg Ali Al-Sanani
College of Education, Mahweet

On the 3rd Millennium
Years go, years come,
Still I hear the sound of bomb, 
I can see man suffer, 
A dark world and values wither.
I cannot see light,
To make the world bright, 
I look for it again and again, 
Every where but in vain. 
How can I be happy then, 
As brothers are slain as a hen.
Is this our fate?
And should we for long wait?
So, all years are the same,
Since we lose everything even our 
name.
Fahmia Taha Al-Fatih, 
Dept. of English,
Faculty of Education - Sana’a 
University.

INTER COLLEGE LITERARY 
COMPETITIONS 

in English Poems, 
Short stories and Essays 

Last date for sumission of entries
extended to 22.5.2000. Articles neatly 
written by hand are also acceptable.
Address: DrR.K.Sahu
Care: The Dean

P. O. Box 36080 
Faculty of Education, 
Mahweet, Yemen

Writing A Research Paper:
Some Guidelines Part 1 of 2

Dr. P. A. Abraham, 
Faculty of Education (Amran), 
Sana'a University

U
ndergraduate and
Postgraduate students 
are often required to 
submit a research 
paper/dissertation/the- 

sis at the end of their course as partial 
fulfillment of the requirements for 
their respective degrees.
A research paper is a form of explo
ration, focusing on a particular topic. 
Unlike many essays, a research paper 
requires us to go beyond our person
al knowledge and experience. The 
paper may begin with your own 
ideas, but then it must be developed 
through outside sources that provide 
new information. Thus, by seeking 
out, investigating we use materials 
that are beyond our personal 
resources. In other words, a research 
paper presents the findings and con
clusions of such an inquiry.
A research paper is generally based 
on primary research and secondary 
research or a combination of the two. 
Primary research includes analyzing 
a literary or historical text or con
ducting a survey etc. Primary 
research requires primary sources 
like works of literature, historical 
documents, statistical data etc. and 
secondary research is the study of 
critical works written by critics and 
other writers on the subject. 
Whatever be our subject of study, a 
researcher has to depend on second
ary sources and use them productive
ly.
Research increases your knowledge 
and it will also sometimes confirm 
your ideas and opinions. It is a chal
lenging experience. Like the research 
papers you write many reports and 
proposals required in business, gov
ernment, and other professions

depend on secondary research. 
Therefore, learning to write a 
research paper can enhance your pro
fessional career also.

Selecting a Topic
Once you have decided to write a 
research paper, your next step is to 
select a topic. Sometimes, your 
supervisory may let you choose a 
topic or may assign a topic. 
Sometimes, your supervisor may let 
you choose a topic or may assign a 
topic. Selecting a topic is not a simple 
thing. Even after you have decided to 
work on a particular topic, at a later 
stage, you may find yourself revising, 
modifying or even changing the topic 
entirely after you have begun 
research. You must remember the 
time allotted to you and the expected 
length of the paper. “Twentieth centu
ry literature” would obviously be a 
very broad topic. You may begin with 
a fairly general topic and then narrow 
it by focusing on an aspect of the sub
ject. For instance, a student initially 
interested in writing on 20th century 
poetic drama, might decide, after 
careful consideration, to focus on a 
study of the poetic drama with spe
cial reference to the plays of 
T.S.Eliot, ft is also important to check 
your library’s resources to see 
whether enough source materials are 
available. Search for a topic that will 
continue to engage you for quite 
sometime till you complete your 
research. Primary reading is impor
tant for selecting the right topic. You 
may consult general reference works 
such as encyclopedias, and books and 
articles in the areas of your interest. It 
is important that before settling on a 
final topic, you must understand the 
amount of work that you have to put 
in and the type of paper expected.

Compiling a Working 
Bibliography
As you start looking for information

and materials for your research topic, 
you need to keep a list of books, arti
cles and other sources that are impor
tant for your research. Such a record 
is called a working bibliography. As 
and when you consult the library cat
alog, indexes, bibliographies, and 
other reference works a lot of infor
mation will start emerging.
Writing each source on a separate 
index card allows greater flexibility 
than does listing sources on a sheet of 
paper. A personal computer will 
come more handy. You may create a 
computer file for the working bibli
ography, and enter titles as you pro
ceed with your research. The advan
tage of creating a computer file is that 
whenever you wish to add new works 
to the list, or to remove works which 
are no longer useful, you can retrieve 
the file and make the necessary 
changes. Remember, you must have 
all the publication details:

Books
1. Author’s full name (last name first) 
2. Full title (add the subtitle, if any) 
3. Editor or translator (if any)
4. Edition (if the book is second or 
later edition)
5. Number of volume
6. City of publication (note only the 
first city if other names are there) 
7. Publisher
8. Year of publication
Example: Frye, Northrop. Anatomy 
of Criticism: Four Essays.
Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1957.

Article in a Scholarly Journal
1. Author’s name
2. Title of the article
3. Title of the journal
4. Volume number (and issue num
ber, if any)
5. Year of publication
6. Page numbers
Example: Bowering, George. 
“Baseball and the Canadian 
Imagination”
Canadian Literature 108 (1986): 115- 
24

Newspaper or Magazine Article

1. Author’s name
2. Title of the article
3. Title of the periodical
4. Date of publication
5. Page number
Example: Sahu, Ramakanta.
“Developing a Learner Centered 
Approach in Classrooms”. Yemen 
Times 13th March 2000.

Once you complete collecting materi
als for your research, you will trans
form your working bibliography into 
a works-cited list. If your working 
bibliography is composed of index 
cards, you need to type up entries for 
the words you cite, putting each entry 
in correct form, incorporating all the 
relevant bibliographic information, 
and listing the items in alphabetical 
order by author’s last names. If your 
working bibliography is in a comput
er file, edit the entries, and arrange 
the entries in the alphabetic order. 
When you have finished the final 
draft of your paper, transfer the edit
ed file to the end of the file contain
ing the paper.
If done with care and attention, the 
working bibliography will be of great 
use while preparing your research 
paper. It is indeed an efficient tool for 
finding and acquiring research mate
rials.

Note Taking
Note-taking is an essential feature of 
research writing. Some take notes on 
a set of index cars; others write in 
notebooks, beginning each entry on a 
fresh page; still other s may like to 
use a word processor. Summary, par
aphrase, and quotation are the three 
methods of note-taking. If one wants 
to record only the general idea, it is 
useful to summarize the relevant por
tions. If one requires explanatory 
notes but do not need the exact 
words, may wish to paraphrase-that 
is to restate the material in one’s own 
words. But when one liked to have 
the original version, transcribe that 
material verbatim, using quotation 
marks and page numbers.

To be continued next week

Factors That Facilitate Language Acquisition
Dr. Bushraa Sadoon 
M. Al-Noori
Ibb University 
College of Arts 
English departments

he following points present 
a comprehensive account 
of the factors leading to 
successful language acqui

sition. These factors are also to be 
taken into consideration when teach
ing materials are designed.

Frequency of Use:
Any learner of foreign language 
dealing with a new word, or with a 
language element (which is at first 
little more than a nonsense syllable 
to him) needs to encounter that ele
ment frequently perhaps in different 
contexts as long as the meaning is 
basically the same. Each encounter, 
ensures quicker recognition of the 
element and reinforcement. Most 
imitation and reinforcements theo
ries of learning have assumed that 
frequency of exposure to any behav
ior is a critical factor in learning; the 
more frequently children hear a 
word, the sooner they would learn it.

Organization:
The material is to be organized in 
terms of the learner’s own interests. 
Materials that are organized in accor
dance with a certain pattern are more 
likely to be learnt and remembered 
than disorganized materials. Lack of 
any organizing principle certainly 
strips the material taught of one of 
the important aids to learning and 
recall.
Moreover, material liked to previ
ously presented and taught topics 
form a natural continuation of what 
has already been learnt. 
Disorganized topics are often hard to 
learn or to remember even by the 
most competent learner.
Experiments carried out by behav
iorists have demonstrated that the 
materials, which are arranged in an 
orderly manner, are easy to learn and 
to remember, as compared to the 
materials only partially organized. 
They found that organized materials

lead the learners to:
- Engage themselves in an orderly 
way with the information.
- Controls the essential points and 
most important applications that 
occur in the lesson.

Meaningful Situation:
Foreign language forms should be 
presented in real life meaningful situ
ations. All other types of language 
training should be subsidiary to this 
aim, since language forms are mean
ingless when stripped of the situations 
in which they are used.
Thus, language items are better pre
sented and practiced through mean
ingful situations. Such a presentation 
makes the material more acceptable 
to students and it may enter their 
long-term memory if the learners are 
suitably trained in it.
It is necessary that the material be 
presented in contexts representative 
of actual speech, and that it is mean
ingful to the students. But it is seen 
that the materials writers often sacri
fice the meaningful situation for the 
sake of intensive repletion. This is so 
because meaningful situation can 
rarely lend themselves to drilling and 
to group work. A textbook writer is a 
genius if he succeeds in catering 
simultaneously for the two condi
tions, drilling and meaningful situa
tion. However, some form of compro
mise is always possible.

Associations:
One of the major trends in formulat
ing modern language teaching tech
niques is the use of enjoyment as an 
aid in language learning. This will 
enable students to memorize large 
segment of materials at a time and to 
assimilate the material as a whole, 
more quickly and with greater confi
dence, understanding and enjoyment. 
Thus, emphasis should be placed on 
activities that are interesting and 
enjoyable to pupils, e.g. stories, 
games, etc.
This means that teachers and textbook 
writers should make use of techniques 
like filmstrips, colored pictures and 
slides, cartoons, speech-bubbles, etc. 
Structuralists maintain that teachers

should “sugar-coat” their drills to 
make them more acceptable to learn
ers. For this reason, language teachers 
have been inclined more towards the 
use of colorful pictures, pleasant 
sound recording, etc.

Authenticity of 
material:
Authenticity implies 
having pupils more of 
their reading and lis
tening to natural 
speech and authentic 
models of the foreign 
language. Material 
compilers should rely 
heavily on life situa
tions, rather than sim
ulated ones, in con
structing the contents 
of the language pro
gram.
Instead of “writing’ a 
telephone conversa
tion or newspaper 
article, etc a test com-

piler is often advised to adapt a tran
scribed genuine telephone conversa
tion between two native speakers of 
the language and choose a genuine 
article or advertisement from newspa
per or a magazine. Such materials are 
not only meaningful but are also 
interesting and full of life for the 
learners.

Vacancies
Cambridge ELI- Cambridge English

Language Institute

is looking for professional:
- Manager.
- English Language teachers.
- Computer programmer.

If you are qualified & interested.
Pleas send your C.V:

(Yemen Minaret School)
Tel: (01-620563) P.O Box(16114).

Department of English 
The faculty and Students 

of
The Department of English 

Cordially invite you to the 
Annual Day Celebrations

to be held at 11:30 am on Monday, 8th May 2000 
in the New Building of the college

Prof. D. Thakur: Professor and Head, Department of English,
Sana’a University.

Prof. Bhim S. Dahiya: Visiting Professor, Faculty of Languages, 
Sana'a University, and

Prof. Abdullah an-Najjar: Dean of the college

Have kindly consented to be the Chief guest, the Guest of honor and Chief 
Speaker respectively.

Rizq Al-Sanani
Ass. General 
Secretary

Khalid Al-Quzahy
General Secretary

Dr. R.K. Sahu
Coordinator
Cultural Activities

Dr. H. S. Singh
Head
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Al-Ahli’s Difficult Win 

over Wahdat Sanaa
Last Friday, Ahli Sana’a 
played against Wahdat Sana’a 
in Ali Mohsin Stadium. The 
game ended with the wining of 
Ahli Sana’a 2-1. These two 
teams are considered one of 
the most competing opponent 
teams in the premier league. 
With this triumph Al-Ahli has 
reached the final match of the 
premier league.
The performance of Al-Ahli

was stable all through the 
match. Al-Ahli started the 
attack on the first minutes of

the match with a shot from 
Al-Ahli player, Al-Salemi, 
which the goalkeeper, Fares 
Othman, punched outside the 
court. After 11 minutes of the 
beginning of the first half, 
Al-Ahli scored his first goal. 
However, after 8 minutes of 
the first goal, Al-Wahdah had 
a golden chance to tie the 
match through a shot from 
Saeed Al-Kholaydi but Al- 
Ahli goal keeper saved his 
goal and the first half ended 
1-0 for Al-Ahli.
In the second half, Al- 
Wahdah started attacking 
without paying much atten
tion to their defense. After 6 
minutes of the starting of the 
second half Adel Al-Salemi, 
Al-Ahli forward player, 
scored the second goal from 
a penalty kick. On the minute 
63 of the game. Al-Wahdah 
scored their only goal 
through a comer kick played 
by Naser Gazi to Saeed Al- 
Kholaydi who put it in the 
goal.
It was clear that both teams 
have shown a high level of 
performance during the 
match as was expected. After 
the end of the game, Adel Al- 
Salemi expressed his ecstasy 
for their triumph which will 
take them up the final match 
of the “Golden Square”. It is 
worth noting that Adel Al- 
Salemi sits at the top of the 
scorers’ list in this league.

SPOTLIGHT
Taliat Taiz...Great 
Accomplishment

For many years, 
Taliat Taiz soccer 
team remained play

ing behind the 
scenes. Its modest

performance level of playing 
has kept it on the edge and made 
it survive in the premier league 
and not go down to the first 
degree.
However, during this year it has 
shown a very strong level of 
performance standing the sec
ond among its group which 
includes some of the sturdiest 
teams like Wahdat Aden, Al- 
Sholah, Shaman, Etihad Ibb, 
Sa’ad Sana’a and Al-Zebra. In 
this group, it was able to defeat 
Ahli Sana’a, the first team 
which is expected to be the lead
ing team in the league. In addi
tion, it defeated Wahdat Aden 
and Sha’ab Al-Mukala in which 
case they were home teams and 
played on their ground and in 
front of their cheering support
ers.
This great accomplishment for a 
team that remained at the bot
tom of the list for several years 
was achieved due to the cooper
ation of the club’s administra
tion, coach and players. They 
have accomplished their ambi
tions and realized the hopes of 
the citizens of Taiz.

Jamal Al-Awadhi—Sport Editor

Taliat Taiz defeats 
Sha’ab Al-Mukala

The victory of Taliat Taiz in front of Sha’ab 
Al-Mukala has came as great surprise to the 
both the Sha’ab Al-Mukala team and cheer
ing audience. The game ended 2-1 for 
Taliat Taiz which has ascended to final 
game of the “Golden Square”
The game in general was prevailed by cau
tiousness from both teams. Then Taliat Taiz 
was the first to take an action, by making 
several attacks in their opponent’s goal 
which was keeping a cautious defense. 
After 15 minute from the first half, Isam 
Abdul-Ghani, Taliat Taiz forward player, 
scored the first goal from a head kick. After 
the first goal Sha’ab Al-Mukala rearranged 
its players and started attacking Taliat Taiz 
and they were able tie the game through 
a penalty shot in minute 26 of the first half. 
Afterwards, the game sort of cooled down 
and the second half was about to end with a 
tied score if it were not for Mohammed 
Sa’adi, Taliat Taiz forward player, who 
scored the second goal from a free kick. 
During the second half, Sha’ab Al-Mukala 
tried its best to intensify its attack on its 
opponent’s goal. However, Taliat Taiz kept 
a sturdy defense which Sha’ab Al-Mukala 
could not penetrate. By the end of the 
game, Sha’ab Al-Mukala team ran out of 
steam and suffered a major flaw in its 
defense which enabled Isam Abdul-Ghani 
to attack their goal with several shots on 
their goal. Generally speaking, Sha’ab Al- 
Mukala was not in its best levels during this 
game while their opponent Taliat Taiz has 
shown an outstanding performance.
The referee of the match was Mohammed 
Al-Bishri, of Saudi origin, who said that 
game was generally good although both 
teams were haunted with a feeling of worry 
because of the importance of this match. 
Finally, he expressed his gladness being in 
his second country Yemen.

Football Tournament in the 
College of Education, Mahweet 
An Inter-Class football tournament in the col
lege of Education, Mahweet was held last 
week. Level 3 team under the captaincy of 
Abdul Karim was the champion. In a keenly 
fought match they defeated level 2 4-1. Abdul 
Karim was also the highest score in the final 
match.

Yemeni Boxing Champion Nassr Awad to YT 
“Naseem joyful in heaven, while we suffer hell”

Several Yemeni sportsmen are suffering from the 
insufficient care and attention in their homeland 
Yemen. Despite the fact that some of them are in fact 
quite talented and have participated in several impor
tant sport tournaments in Yemen and abroad, they yet 
are faced with neglect and carelessness. When a 
Yemeni becomes a champion in a certain tournament, 
he enjoys the moment of glory and receives attention 
and support from his club and from the authorities. 
However, his happiness does not usually last long, 
and soon after he was awarded, he is faced with the 
same old ignorance and neglect once again.
Nassr
Awad is a promising talented sportsman who has 
obtained several local championships in swimming, 
running, and boxing. However knows him, says that 
he is energetic, full of energy, and as a person, so gen
tle and kind. He like the rest, also suffers from the 
same treatment and disregard. This despite the fact 
that he may be of great potential if trained and sup
ported in regional and international championship. 
However, it seems to be no more than a dream for 
him so far.
Yemen Times had the pleasure to interview Nassr in 
Sanaa after coming from Aden. He has come to par
ticipate in preparations for the 10th unity anniversary 
sports festivities. Here are some excerpts from the 
interview:

Q: How did you start your sports career?
A: I started being involved in sports in 1982, after 
which I won the 1986 marathon championship. Every 
year from 1986 to 19891 won the butterfly swimming 
championship. As for boxing, I starting working on it 
in 1987 and continue until today. I played 14 interna
tional matches and won the golden medal in 1988 in 
the decisive match against a well-known Russian 
boxer with a K.O. in the second round. I have given 
sports all my time and dedication.

Q: Do you currently train, and in which team?
A: I currently train Shamsan Club, which I started 
training in 1994. I used to train Al-Jala club in 1991 
and Al-Jumhuriya Club in 1993. My current club has 
won 11 championship for Aden governorate, and the 
Republic’s Championship. My club has proudly suc
ceeded in attaining a constantly high standard profile. 
I myself am the boxing champion despite the suffer
ing and economic circumstances I go through.

Q: Have you met Prince Naseem Hamed during 
his visit to Yemen. If yes, what were your impres
sions?
A: Prince Naseem is a good boxer, and I met him in 
Sanaa once. However, he was lucky to have been liv

ing in the U.K. in which he received all the care, 
attention, and support he needed to promote his tal
ents and make him a world champion. However, we 
here in Yemen are in another world. No one knows 
about our talents and potentials. Our administrators 
simply do not give the possibility of us being world 
champions, and take us for granted all the time. 
Boxing is among the sports activities given least 
attention. Naseem and his father promised to support 
Yemeni boxers and their ambitions during their visit 
in 1993. However, so far we received nothing from 
them, even though he came 3 times after that. I guess 
he forgot about us after he became a world champion. 
Why hasn’t he at least made some effort to visit the 
boxing training centers? I remember the match we 
had against each other in Aden in 1993. It was quite a 
pleasant time. However, it is a pity that we have not 
received his long-awaited support, which several 
boxers like me were waiting for. If Naseem ever has 
the time to hear me, I would tell him “please don’t 
forget about us and about your promise!” All I can 
say is that Naseem is currently enjoying himself with 
all the attention and support he can get, while we in 
Yemen are suffering neglect and carelessness all the 
time. In other words, he is joyful in heaven, while we 
are suffering hell.”

Q: Do you have any sports activities that you are 
involved in other than boxing?
A: I also work on preparing youth festivities in 
schools and universities. I participated in organizing 
the presidential elections' festival and was able to put 
together a boxing program in Aden University’s cur
riculum. I also participated in various activities in 
several colleges. Member of Parliament Ms. Oras 
Naji helped me in delivering a proposal to the Vice 
President, Abdo Rabbo Mansour . However, days 
after delivering my letter to his office manager, I dis
covered that it did not reach him. I proposed to launch 
various sports activities on the occasion of the 10th 
anniversary of Unity, in which there would be midget 
wrestling and other sports tournaments. All I wish is 
that my letter be received and accepted by the Vice 
President, which I hope than would support me finan
cially to begin working on the preparations for the 
festival on this national occasion.

Q: Do you consider yourself an amateur or profes
sional boxer?
A: I believe that despite the many years I spent in 
boxing, I am still an amateur, simply because the sys
tem in Yemen does not support professionalism in 
sports. This because amateur boxers represent their 
countries in international and Olympic tournaments, 
while professional boxers represent themselves for

commercial gain. 
These boxers are 
forbidden of partic
ipating in interna
tional and Olympic 
tournaments. Even 
though, I wish that 
the government 
would open the

way for professionalism in sports, otherwise amateur 
boxers like me would starve to death. Such action is 
necessary to identify talented sportsmen and help 
them help themselves. We need to follow suit with 
other countries and enable young boxers to prove 
themselves and earn money which will eventually 
lead to prosperity to their clubs through sponsorship 
of commercial companies, etc.

Q: Do you have any international, Arab, or region
al tournaments in your agenda?
A: I have not participated in any international tourna
ment since 1990. Today, the level of boxing in Yemen 
has become extremely weak that it can barely com
pete with other countries. Even though the Yemeni 
Boxing Federation is seeking to participate in one of 
the Arab tournaments, either in Algeria or Egypt, I 
believe the weakness and desperation of Yemeni box
ers may lead to a complete tragedy and humiliation 
when playing with well-trained and supported Arab 
boxers. I believe that we will not stand a chance in 
competing with highly qualified sportsmen from the 
world with appropriate environments, and with care 
and support they need to lead to great achievements.

Q: What are your requests from the officials in 
charge of sports n Yemen?
A: I do not have personal requests. However, I 
demand that the Minister of Youth and Sports get out 
of his office and go investigate the terrible circum
stances and poor conditions of sports clubs and sports 
in general. That is much better than depending on the 
periodical reports he receives from his staff as they do 
not necessarily reflect the true dimensions of misery 
we as sportsmen are going through.
Believe me, Yemeni sportsmen cannot compete or 
excel unless given the appropriate support and atten
tion. The ones in charge should at least provide the 
minimum amount of support to us in order to even 
think of winning a championship, and then winning it 
again, and again. However, with the present condi
tions. even if we win once, we will find ourselves 
after a few cheers left alone without any attention to 
decay as the years go by. This in itself not only 
destroys our ambitions and dreams, but it also pre
vents us from making ends meet in not being able to 
withstand the economic hardships that we and our 
children go through. I do hope my message in this 
interview would reach its target, unlike my aban
doned letter I sent to the Vice President.

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 
Seeds & Agricultural Services Project

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Credit No. ITF 34-YEM
IFB No. 02/2000

1. The government of the Republic of Yemen (ROY) has received a credit from the Interim Trust Fund (ITF) 
administered by the International Development Association (IDA), in the amount of SDR 9.2 million equivalent to 
US$12.5 million towards the cost of the Seeds and Agricultural Services Project (SASP) and it is intended that a 
part of the proceeds of this Credit will be applied to eligible payments under the contract for procurement of 
following fertilizers:-

Item (1) Urea 46% - Quantity 2000 MT
Item (2) Triple Super Phosphate - Quantity 1000 MT
Item (3) Ammonium Sulphate - Quantity 1000 MT

For the Agricultural Services Corporation (ASC).

Bidding is open to all tenderers from eligible member countries of the World Bank, and Taiwan, China with the 
exception of following countries: The Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Brunei Darussalam, Cyprus, Israel, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Singapore, United Arab Emirates, and United States of America.

2. The Seeds and Agricultural Services Project (SASP) now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply 
of above mentioned goods valid for ninety (90) days from date of opening bids.

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from following address and inspect the bidding 
documents at the office of:

(a) Director of Project Support Unit
Al-Daeery (Ring Road). Al-Gazaeir Street
Sana’a (ROY)
Tel/Fax: NO. 207848

(b) or by writing to SASP, P. O. Box 15316
Sana’a - Republic of Yemen

4. A complete set of the bidding documents may be purchased by any interested eligible bidder on submission of a 
written application to the above address upon payment of a non-refundable fees of USD 200.00. Documents may 
also be obtained by express courier on payment of an additional non-refundable fee of USD 60.00.

5. The Bidder must complete and submit with its bid the Bid Form and Price Schedule furnished in the Bidding 
Documents.

6. All bids must be submitted in Sealed envelopes and must be accompanied by a bid security of no less than two and 
half percent (2.5%) of the total bid value in a freely convertible currency, in favour of Seed and Agricultural 
Services Project (SASP) valid for one hundred twenty (120) days from the closing date of bids, and must be 
delivered to the Head Office of SASP, Sana’a, Al-Daeery/Al-Gazaeir Street on or before 10:00 a. m. on June 21, 
2000.

7. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders or their representative who choose to attend at 11:00 a. m. on 
June 21, 2000



A Polish Painter in Yemen
F

or the second time 
Mrs. Barbara 
Goshu is holding 
her exhibition in 
Yemen tomorrow 

at the French Cultural 
Center. Mrs. Barbara Goshu 
is a well known Polish 
painter that almost all the 
world recognizes her works. 
She was born in 1941 in 
Cracow- Poland and studied 
in the Fine Arts School. She 
has been living in Ethiopia 
where her husband comes 
from, for almost 20 years. 
On the occasion of her visit 
to Yemen she held a press 
conference on Saturday at 
the Polish Embassy in 
Sana’a in which she high
lighted the nature of her 
works and other related 
issues.
As a polish, she said that 
she had her own stand to all 
historical events Poland has 
gone through which she 
tries to depict in her works. 
“Horry” or “the Queen of 
Poland” or the “Mother of 
Poland.” is an example at

point of her strong ties to the 
past of Poland. It is to this 
historical woman that the 
Polish used to go with their 
problems during wars and 
even peace. This picture 
was painted 13 years ago 
while she was an expectant 
mother. It was also the feel
ing of having a baby that 
inspired her to make this 
picture as to take care of the

expected Polish-Ethiopian 
baby.
Among the pictures that are 
going to be exhibited tomor
row is one depicting herself 
as praying for the release of 
His Excellency Ambassador 
of Poland to Yemen when he 
was kidnapped and another 
showing the engagement of 
King Solomon and Queen 
Sheba.
Amongst the political 
changes occurring in the 
world she tries to find the

most humanitarian values 
rather than portraying politi- 
cal heroes.
“With art,” she said “We are 
participating at the full level 
of the centuries as long as 
humanity exists. Artists, 
mostly present the very 
touch of the past and contin
ue through the time of 
today,” she added.
Mrs. Barbara Goshu held

her first exhibition in 
Yemen in 1998. Her 
second exhibition is 
held tomorrow at the 
French Cultural 
Center. She said that 
she was pleased to 
visit Yemen as much 
as possible during her 
life to enhance what 
the Polish Embassy 
was doing here to 
make the relationship 
between Yemenis
and Polish even clos
er and warmer.
She portrays things in 

Yemen that would be typical 
for any artist when visiting a 
country, to show the world 
the beauty and values of 
Yemen. Her artistic career 
extends over 45 years. “I 
can honestly say that there 
is no country in the world 
that does not have paintings 
of mine,” she said confident
ly.
As far as women concerned, 
she breaks all boundaries to 
touch their problems in a 
very optimistic way wherev
er they are. A few months 
ago she traveled to Ethiopia 
at the invitation of a group of 
woman painters to hold a 
group exhibition. She paint
ed a picture of a very typical 
Ethiopian woman showing 
the impact of horror on 
Ethiopian women.
Painting for her is a way to 
give thanks to God for creat
ing humanity and to give a 
special prayer to keep love 
and peace prevailing. It is to

glorify God to Whom we all 
belong, in her own way, to 
pray for unity among the 
nations and for human 
peace.
She was very fascinated by 
the art she had seen. She 
admired the very strong tra
ditional character of 
Yemenis.
“It is good and very easy to 
follow the new things occur-

ring in the world and it is 
very nice, but the most 
important is to keep your 
roots. By knowing your roots 
and personality, the world 
will respect you. It is good to 
change but you must keep 
the roots of your fathers. I do 
not know if the personality of 
that artist who is not 
respecting his roots can be 
really be valuable. By show

ing our own personal 
values we do not only 
respect ourselves, we 
welcome others to 
know them as well,” 
she concluded.

Mother of Poland

Engagement of King Solomon and Queen Sheba
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