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AS NEWS CONTINUES TO FLOW ABOUT THE POSSIBLE CLOSURE OF AL-IMAN UNIVERSITY

THE SHOWDOWN
The tension between the official media con­
trolled by the People’s General Congress 
Party, and its old partner, Islah Party reached a 
critical point in the context of the trial of 
Samir Al-Yusufi, Chief Editor of the Taiz- 
based governmental Al-Thaqafiah newspaper. 
The showdown between the two parties start­
ed when mosque preachers in Taiz and Sanaa 
launched an offensive campaign against Al- 
Yusufi, accusing him of blasphemy and going 
against Islamic values and beliefs made clear 
by the act of his republishing the “Sanaa is an 
Open City” story written by Mohamed 
Abdulwali more than 25 years ago.
The most brutal organized attack launched 
against Al-Yusufi was the one led by Sheikh 
Abdulmajid Al-Zindani, the chairman of the 
Shoura Council of the Islah Party in his Friday 
prayer’s preachment on the 14th of July. The 
preachment was attended by thousands of 
Zindani’s students who study at his Iman 
University.
The university is said to have suffered from 
severe economic difficulties during the last 
few months. Continued Page 2

Al-Thawra official newspaper strongly 
criticizes Sheikh Al-Zindani

Sahwa newspaper (Islah) responds to the 
article of the Al-Thawra newspaper

Government Decides to Cut Military Budget
Minister of Planning and Development, 
Ahmed Sofan stated in an interview with 
Reuters last week that the newly-signed 
border deal with Saudi Arabia would help 
Yemen cut military spending and channel 
state funds into social and economic devel­
opment. He stated that annual military 
spending in 1997 and 1998 had consumed 
up to 15 percent of Yemen’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) and over 32 percent of the 
state budget. Reports said that the cut could 
reach as high as 50% of the actual military 
budget, despite the fact that salaries of mil­
itary officers were increased by 40%.
“The implementation of the border agree-

ment will no doubt put a limit on military 
and security spending, enhance the general 
finances of the state, increase public sav­
ings and channel spendings for develop­
ment,” Sofan said. He said Yemeni military 
spending reached its peak in 1997 and 1998 
during heightened border tensions with 
Saudi Arabia. He declined to give figures 
on the expected military spending cuts, 
which he said were a state secret. “This 
(dispute), of course, badly affected the allo­
cation of funds for public investments, 
development and services projects,” Sofan 
said.
Under the deal, Saudi Arabia and Yemen 
agreed to work on developing joint invest­
ments, especially in oil, gas and petrochem­
icals, Sofan said. He said Yemen planned to 
suggest setting up of coastal joint ventures 
with its neighbor. Yemen also wants to 
establish rail links with other Arab states 
through Saudi Arabia. Sofan said he expect­
ed discussions with Saudi Arabia soon on 
other issues including arrangements for the 
employment of Yemeni laborers in the 
kingdom, financing development projects 
in Yemen and encouraging Yemeni agricul-
tural exports to Saudi Arabia.

Western Protests Against Court Decision 
Regarding Somali’s Conversion to Christianity
Yemen Times has received 
well over 20 messages 
from Western citizens (UK, 
USA, France, Canada, etc.) 
protesting the Yemeni 
court’s decision of execut­
ing the Somali refugee, 
Mohammed Omer Haji, 27, 
who announced his conver­
sion to Christianity, unless 
he returns to Islam.
Most of the letters appealed 
to President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh to permit the Somali 
to embrace his new reli­
gion. “Do Christians 
deserve to live? The world 
will not continue to ignore 
such human rights abuses.” 
said Todd Rogers, one of 
those who wrote to the 
Yemeni Parliament.
According to witnesses, 
there is an increasing wave 
of attempts to convert the 
vulnerable sectors of the

refugees community to 
Christianity in an indirect 
way.
Haji’s lawyer, Omarawi, 
mentioned that Haji was 
converted to Christianity 
two years ago, and changed 
his first name to “George”. 
According to Compass 
Direct News Service, two 
weeks ago Haji was report­
edly beaten by police every 
night, to exert pres­
sure on him to return 
to Islam. Analysts 
observe that the 
refugees’ conversion 
to Christianity is not 
for faith, but for the 
financial benefits they 
are promised.
It is reported that Haji 
suffered from severe 
financial problems 
before he was con­
verted to Christianity.

US DOLLAR
RISES AGAIN

The US dollar has risen last week back 
to its original value before signing the 
border agreement with Saudi Arabia. 
One US dollar was equivalent of 161 
Yemeni Rials by the time of going to the 
press. This has caused a bit of disap­
pointment to the local sector, while for­
eigners were delighted.

Chameleon TV to Produce a Film on Adam
Yemen Times has learned that the 
London-based Chameleon Television 
is currently preparing to add another 
documentary on serial killers. It will 
start producing a special one-hour 
documentary on the serial killer 
Mohammad Adam. The TV has started 
getting in touch with several key per­
sons and organizations in Yemen in 
this regard, and would help provide 
the most accurate information regard­
ing the case. Chameleon is a 23-year

old TV channel, 
which has pro­
duced several 
documentaries 
about serial
killers including American Charles 
NG and is currently involved with a 
one-hour program about Pakistani 
serial killer of children Javed Iqbal.
The reporters of the British TV would 
interview many individuals, including 
Jalal Al-Sharaabi of the Yemen Times,

who was among the most active 
journalists in reporting about 
the story on the Internet in a pre­
cise and unbiased manner. It 
will also interview the defen­
dant’s lawyer, Dr. Mohammed 
Al-Khateeb, the victim’s fami­
lies, the police authorities, and 
possibly Adam himself.

CHAMELEON
TELEVISION LTD

Ali Al-Olufi’s 40th Day Commemoration
The 40th day com­
memoration cere­
mony for the late 
Ali Al-Olufi, 60, 
Chief Editor of Al- 
Rai Al-Aam news­
paper was held last 
Thursday July 20 
at the Cultural 
Center in Sanaa.
The ceremony started with the 
speech of Sheikh Hamid Al- 
Ahmar on behalf of his father, 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussein 
Al-Ahmar, Speaker of the 
Parliament. The speech 
focused on the personal expe­
rience and relationship of 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmar 
and the memorable events of 
Al-Olufi since the 1963 revo­
lution until his death.

In the speech of 
Mr. Mahboob Ali, 
Chairman of the 
Yemen Journalists 
Syndicate, he 
pointed out Al- 
Olufi’s signal con­
tributions to the 
press in writing

stories with courage and faith 
in what he was doing.
Walid, son of the late Olufi, 
expressed in his speech the 
family’s deep bereavement at 
the sad demise of his father 
who had become a prominent 
figure in the Yemeni press. 
After the ceremony was over, 
participants viewed the photo 
exhibition of the late Olufi 
which gave a panoramic view 
about many of his activities.
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New Developments in 
“Al-Thaqafiyah” Trial

The issue of "Al-Thaqafiyah” weekly has 
recently witnessed a dangerous precipitation 
as the ruling Congress (PGC) and its oppo­
nent, the Yemeni Reform Congregation 
(YRC) got engaged in a media war over the 
case. Last Friday, pro-YRC mosque-preach­
ers assailed the Minister of Information, 
Abdulrahman Al-Akwa’, alleging an illegal 
meddling to prevent the South-east Capital 
Court from detaining Sameer Al-Yousfi, edi­
tor-in-chief of “Al-Thaqafiyah”. Then the 
court adjourned the case on the grounds that 
it was not within its jurisdiction.
A statement signed by 22 YRC senior mem­
bers strongly lashed out at “Al-Thaqafiyah” 
and the late writer Mohammed Abdulwali, 
accusing the government of siding with those 
who defame values and beliefs of the Yemeni 
people. The government vehemently counter­
attacked the most senior signatory : Shaikh 
Abdulmajeed Al-Zindani, the spiritual leader 
of the YRC.
The case thus has taken a new trend last 
Thursday when “Al-Sahwa” weekly, organ of 
Islah party charged “Al-Hikma” magazine 
issued by Yemeni Writers’ Union, of publish­
ing blasphemous works in 1999, publishing 
excerpts of them.
The S.E. Capital Court had last Sunday 
refused defenses by Yousfi’s lawyer and 
decided to go ahead with its procedures but 
Yousfi’s lawyers appealed the ruling at the 
Capital Court of Appeal.
Yemeni Journalists’ Union last Monday held 
a meeting to express solidarity with Al- 
Yousfi’s lawyer, Dr. Mohammed Al-Mikhlafi 
following an attempted attack. Mikhlafi had 
come under an attempted murder while he 
was leaving the court on July 16. The 
assailants were a group of “Al-Eiman” 
University students and some YRC elements. 
A number of participants hinted that the issue 
was was taking political dimensions. Such 
developments is a reflection of a political 
conflict the ruling party its ally, Islah.
Mr Hassan Al-Udaini, Chief Editor of “Al- 
Usboa “ weekly, said it was not so important 
now how to solve this particular case but the 
problem was that such accusations might 
extend to other writers.

Price Hike Again
Prices of a number of goods and foodstuffs in 
the Yemeni market have recently shot up 
sending cautious wave of expectation that an 
announcement of a fresh ‘dosage’ is in the 
offing. For instance the price of a sugar sack 
is YR 2,750 as against the former price of YR 
2,200, the exchange price against the dollar 
has risen from YR.153 to YR.161 in one 
month.
Political sources see the recent measures an 
introduction to enforce a fresh ‘dosage’ that 
may be approved next September.

HRITC Organizes Human Rights 
Course for Journalists

Human rights Information & Training Center 
(Hritc) organizes on 6-9 August 2000 a train­
ing course for journalists on human 
rights.The course is aimed at spreading 
human rights principles among media people 
who play a significant role model in the soci­
ety. This is the first course of its kind to be 
held in Yemen, where 30 journalists repre­
senting different media, Radio, TV and news 
agencies.
International trainers will be lecturing during 
the course which aims at developing the 
awareness of journalists to human rights and 
international treaties and local legislation, 
teaching journalists ways to present princi­
ples of human rights to the people through 
the media, and finally integrating new 
activists in this field.

YSP Congress Postponed to August 30th 
The Yemeni Socialist Party has decided to 
hold the second round of its general congress 
on August 30, a closing statement of the 
Party’s central committee (CC) said. It 
added that the Party’s Central Committee 
approved the list of national representation 
containing names of the new CC members 
who had been elected in governorates. The 
list of the CC members abroad was also 
approved. The statement stressed the neces­
sity of continuing the party’s demand for 
national reconciliation and setting right the 
unity course. It has also reiterated the party’s 
adherence to democracy and strengthening 
its practice within the party.
The party leadership decided to ensure rep­
resentation of party leaders and cadres 
abroad through submission of a special list 
of their representation directly from the new 
CC.

Efforts to Release Al-Jabr 
detainees Failed

Efforts exerted by some of Khawlan tribe to 
convince president Saleh to release the 65 
detainees from Iyal Saeed bin Jabr tribe had

failed. The detainees are locked up in the 
Military Prison in Sana’a since 2.7.2000. The 
65 persons were arrested when they pressed 
to meet the president to discuss some of their 
problems with him and compensate them for 
the losses they suffered due to military 
attacks on them in December 1999.

Sit-in at Taiz University
More than 500 students staged a sit-in last 
Saturday in protest against the fees which 
have been levied at different faculties of Taiz 
University. At scientific faculties the fees 
have shot up from YR.2,500 to YR.7,500 and 
other faculties from YR.1,800 to Yr.5,500.
The Yemen Times met a number of students 
in Taiz who expressed their resentment on 
these high fees which would render a large 
number of students unable to join the 
University owing to the hard financial condi­
tions of their families. The students were sur­
prised at the way the officials thought of 
increasing students’ hardships.
The Taiz branch student sector of the ruling 
PGC at Taiz University issued an appeal to a 
large number of senior officials, including the 
President, requesting “intervention to reduce. 
University fees which constitute a hardship 
and a strong curtain for the students who 
want to continue university-level education.” 
The General Union of Yemeni Students has 
also issued a similar statement. However, 
protests over the high fees are still continu­
ing.
Before going to the press we have learnt that 
the University administration has stopped 
enrollment pending a decision on the rate of 
fees.

YJS Holds a Discussion Meeting with 
Minister of Information

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate holds an 
open discussion meeting with Minister of 
Information, Mr. Abdulrahman Al-Akwa’a on 
the freedom of press in Yemen today. 
Journalists from most Yemeni newspapers 
will participate in the discussions that are 
expected to focus on the recent trial of Al- 
Thaqafiah’s chief editor, Samir Al-Yusufi.

Seminar on Unity in Arab 
and International Variables

In the two-day symposium on 16-17 July on

the theme of Unity in Arab and International 
Variables, (organized by the Center for 
Studies, Research and Publications,) deputy 
prime minister, Dr Adbul Qader Bajammal 
called for rectifying a number of mistaken 
concepts. He clarified that there were some 
wrong concepts related to border issues and 
the strategies of tackling them. The sympo­
sium was attended by a number of the aca­
demics. He called upon academics to strive 
for accuracy when doing researches writing, 
working papers and doctorate theses on bor­
ders issues and to avoid exaggeration.
Mr. Ahmad Al-Sharaabi, Chairman of the 
center called upon leaderships of the two 
countries to give bilateral relations a new 
dimension for mutual interests.

A Seminar on Women’s Participation in 
Local Elections

A seminar on Yemeni women’s participation 
in local elections is to be concluded today 
Monday 24.7.2000. The seminar that was 
held in Aden, 22-24 July, is sponsored by the 
American Embassy and organized by the 
National Women’s Committee, Aden branch. 
The aim of the workshop was to discuss ways 
to promote women’s awareness about the 
importance of their participation in the ensu­
ing local elections. During the workshop a 
number of papers were presented and dis­
cussed regarding the mechanisms to ensure 
active participation of women in all political, 
cultural and social issues of society.

Training Course for Improving 
Women’s Skills

Twenty participants took part on 22 July in a 
training course for raising women skills in 
small enterprises, organized by Technical and 
Administrative Consultation House and 
Woman’s Center for Research and Training, 
Aden University. The course was held in 
cooperation with the Development of 
Civilized Women in Yemeni Women’s Union 
and Farid’s Raishen Aybrat.
The training course aimed at promoting 

women’s skills in small enterprises. The 
course which continues till 26 July, also aims 
at providing participants with some adminis­
trative skills necessary for handling projects 
and making them acquainted with the envi­
ronment of the projects.

Developments in Adam’s

A
ccording to informed sources, new 
developments in the case of the serial 
murderer of the College of Medicine 
have been unraveled, leading to the 
arrest of two teachers from the College 

last week. The sources added that a new advocate had 
joined the victims families’ attorneys.
The next hearing sitting is scheduled to be held on 
August 5. It is expected to lead to new facts, in view of 
the final report of the German experts, besides informa­
tion which will be provided by the central criminal lab­
oratory.
Ironically, the story of the 16 young women murdered in 
the college has been raised again after being confined to 
only two victims during the past few weeks.
Security office has reported that victims’ families were 
under continuous pressures and threats from unknown 
people. Zainab’s mother said that she had been threat-
ened of death many times 
by unknown people.
Interrogations are being 
taken with some officials 
of the college and a num­
ber of other suspected peo­
ple whose names were 
mentioned in reports and 
Adam’s confessions.
Brigade Hussain Arab, 
Minister of Interior said in 
a statement to Arab and 
foreign press that he had 
been under pressure from 
unknown figures.
Advocate Al-Adeemi con­
firmed the accused’s hav­
ing male and female 
accomplices.
Results of the morgue 
inspection has revealed 
that Zainab was the last 
victim of the murderer. 
The same sources pointed 
out that there was another 
body of a woman killed at 
the same period, at the end 
of 1999. Sources asserted 
that some students of the 
college of medicine had 
important information

which they did not dare to 
report out of fear and 
pressures.
The court which has 
already regarded Adam’s 
confessions as misleading 
is now reconsidering 
them again, especially 
after the criminal investi-
gation officials reported the discovery of body parts 
buried in the University which Adam has once con­
fessed to burying. However, the college said that they 
were remains of bodies used in educational purposes. 
Many people look forward to the next session Scheduled 
to be held on August 5, hoping that it will lead to the 
truth in view of the final report of the German expert 
and the results of the investigations of the Ministry of 
Interior.

Spectacular Start of Sanaa 
Trade Center's 2nd Festival
Last Friday marked the start of the second Shopping Festival of the 
Sanaa Trade Center (STC), which is the largest and most prominent 
shopping center in Yemen.
Tens of giant companies participated in the festival of the STC by pro­
viding sponsorship to the event which is considered the largest ever 
shopping festival of its kind in the country. The first and most presti­
gious prize of the festival is a brand new automobile, plus tens of valu­
able prizes in the form of jewelry, electronic equipment, cloths, and 
accessories.
The festival, which will last 16 days and end on the 7th of August, will 
include several musical activities plus competitions for children.
It is worth mentioning that Yemen Times was among the most influ­
ential and significant sponsors of the event, as it sponsored the STC’s 
2nd festival with a special competition of its own, which was allocat­
ed several valuable prizes in total value of more than half a million 
rial (see last page for details.)
The event attracted a huge number of visitors and shoppers during its 
first three days, and is expected to receive more in the upcoming fes­
tival days, which will include great activities, with pleasant surprises. 
The first draw of the STC’s competition’s prize winners will be held 
today, Monday July 24, and they will be receiving several valuable 
prizes.
The draw of the Yemen Times competition however, will be held on 
the 7th of August, the last day of the festival.

Yemen’s BOHRAS CELEBRATE
FATIMID HERALD’s BIRTHDAY

The birthday of Sultan of Bohra, Dr. 
Muhammed Burhan-ul-din, who is the 
52nd herald of the Bohra sect, was cele­
brated at Faid al-Hatemi building in 
Hadda on Friday July 21.
According to the Hejira calender, the 20th 
day of the month of Rabi al-Awwal, is 
marked throughout the world as the 
Sultan’s birthday.
The celebrations were inaugurated with a 
reading of verses from the Holy Quran 
and was followed by poems and songs 
praising Prophet Muhammed. Speeches 
highlighted the history and conception of 
Fatimid herald. Then the well-known 
local “Buhr’u” dances were performed. 
Simultaneously, the Ismaelites, follow­
ers of Jacob’s son, celebrated the occa­
sion in Haraz area, 90km west of Sana’a. 
The Faid al-Hatemi House which was 
founded ten years ago hosts all Bohra vis­
itors who arrive in Yemen from different

parts of the world. It also arranges reli­
gious celebrations.
So far about 14,000 male and female 
Ismaelite Bohras from different parts of 
the world have arrived here and have vis­
ited the tomb of Herald Hatem Bin 
Ibrahim Al-Hamdi Al- 
Hamdani who died in the 
hejira year 596 in Al- 
Khateeb village of Haraz 
area. The visitors have 
other religious sites here. 
Last year, the Bohra Sultan 
visited Yemen for the 
eighth time accompanied 
by 4,000 out of the 5,000 
persons who were permit-
ted to accompany him during this visit.
It is understood that around 112,000 
Ismaelite Bohras live in Yemen, with a 
majority living in Haraz area. Around one 
million other Ismaelite Bohras live in

other parts of the world. Dr. Burhan-ul- 
din normally celebrates his birthday in 
Karachi, Pakistan. He meets world lead­
ers who know him as “ambassador of 
security and peace.”
Bohras are staunch believers of Islam. 
They learn Quran and Prophet 
Muhammed’s “Ahadeeth” by heart. 
They are also well-versed with the mem­
oirs of Prophet’s family. Bohras in

Yemen have charitable contributions here 
remarkably the Kira Water Project in 
Haraz, an agricultural society in Haraz, 
linking Moch- Al-Khatib road with 
Haraz.

Workshop on Violence against women, concluded

P
articipants in the training 
workshop on curbing vio­
lence against women, held in 
Aden, stressed the impor­
tance of highlighting Yemeni 

women’s conditions in the past decade. 
Discussions centered on various means 
of violence practiced against women, 
and women’s status as stipulated in the 
constitution and laws.
Participants were also unanimous that 
violence against women is a crime, 
focusing on finding solutions for this 
phenomenon.
Mrs. Ehsan Obaid, chairwoman of 
women’s Union said that the union’s 
objective was to scientifically and cul­
turally qualify women by organizing 
computer and other different training 
courses. “The union cooperates with the 
British council to organize training 
courses on various subjects and skills,” 
she added.
About the future plans she pointed out a 
number of proposed symposia to discuss 
issues of concern to women such as 
delivery health, family cohesion, 
women’s rights, etc. At the end of her 
speech she referred to the financial prob­
lem they faced due to lack of resources. 
She said that they got an annual grant of 
YR 80,000 from the Ministry of legal

Affairs.
Dr. Fawziah Ali Ba Shoaieb hailed such 
events that would help raising the soci­
ety’s awareness about the problems. 
Some women’s organizations began

holding such workshops, aimed at join­
ing hands for putting an end to violence 
against women. In addition, she urged 
upon the government that more opportu­
nities should be given to women to take 
part in the decision making.
“I hope that recommendations will come 
to action,” said advocate Afra Al- 
Hareeri. She called upon the local 
authorities to help curb violence against 
women. “Unfortunately,” she added 
“there are officials who practice vio­
lence against women. For example, a 17

year old girl was raped. When she 
reported this, she was arrested and kept 
in detention for five days.” 
Recommendations focused on promo­
tion of women’s participation in the eco­
nomic, political, social and legal life. 
Suggestions were made to help women 
reach positions of decision making as to 
limit man’s absolute control over such 
positions.
They also pointed out the importance of 
coordination between the Endowment 
Office and Mosques’ Imams to highlight 
the issue and its risks, coordination with 
legal authorities to legislate laws pre­
venting the practice of violence against 
women and impose strong punishment 
on rapists.
Practicing violence against woman 
would always remain an urgent issue for 
many Yemenis. There are indications 
affirming the emergence of organized 
violence against women in all gover­
norates. Violence is practiced against 
women under various terms, some 
ascribed to traditions and others under 
the cover of laws. The issue will involve 
a lot of people concerned with women’s 
rights.

Sahar Hassan Mohammed 
Moneer Mohammed Saeed

Aden

Continued from Page 1

SHOWDOWN
The government seemed to have had its own response to the preachers, and 
religious leaders in general, and Abdulmajid Al-Zindani in particular, by 
launching critical articles against them in Al-Thawrah, Al-Jumhuriya, Al- 
Mithaq, and other governmental newspapers.
As a response to Al-Zindani’s attack against the newspaper and its editor, Al- 
Thawrah official daily published an article in which it described the difference 
between knowledge and ignorance, and put Zindani in the position of a sheikh 
who lacks the right knowledge to develop the country, and instead attempts to 
drag it back to the age of backwardness. The newspaper attacked the way 
Zindani acts by saying, “Zindani called for forming the Iman council which is 
a clear breach of the law and constitution. He gave himself the right to repre­
sent Islamic religion in the country of faith and wisdom.” The newspaper 
directly accused Zindani of attempting to “divert Yemeni from abiding by the 
law, and rather encourage them to carry and use weapons in a direct manner, 
which is clear evidence that he wants to spread chaos and lawlessness and pre­
vent security and stability in the country.”
What is most interesting and noticeable is what the newspaper mentioned 
about Zindani’s position in the Islah Party. Even though it is well-known that 
Abdulmajid Al-Zindani was among the founder members, the newspaper said 
that he only represents himself and has nothing to do in representing the Islah 
party and its position. It emphasizes that the Isiah party is a responsible one 
that should not be dragged to turn the country into chaos and call for such 
‘weird’ action.
However, in contrast to what has been mentioned, the views of Zindani only 
represent himself. The Sahwa newspaper, and mouthpiece of the Islah Party 
responded strongly to the article, saying that Zindani is actually the main fig­
ure in Islah and has the full representation of the party. Apart from Al-Thawra, 
the PGC’s mouthpiece, Al-Mithaq newspaper launched a similar attack on 
Zindani. The two attacks seem to be a signal of the possible closure of his 
“Iman University.”
The Sahwa’s response in an article entitled “With greetings to Al-Thawrah” 
for the attacks. It is considered that the attack is meant to be a direct attack on 
the Islah Party as Zindani also represents it, besides its Chairman, Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar.
The newspaper said is its response, “It is not surprising that Al-Mithaq news­
paper, mouthpiece of the PGC, attacks such a national and prominent person­
ality such as Zindani, as it used to do this frequently in the past.” It continued 
by saying that, “what is surprising is what Al-Thawrah wrote against Al- 
Zindani in an irresponsible matter, despite its position as the official newspa­
per of the Republic of Yemen.”
The newspaper expressed its disappointment over whether “the attack was 
merely an insult on a prominent and respected individual with huge populari­
ty such as Al-Zindani, or was it aimed at the Islah party. Is this attack intend­
ed to silence the courageous voices against the upcoming rise in prices, or is 
this just a condition to normalize with Israel? Is it meant to divert the atten­
tion of the public to less significant issues and put them in conflict with each 
other to cover up the government’s corruption and cheating.”
About the activities of the Iman University, the Sahwa newspaper listed the 
contributions of the university to the academic sector in the Republic of 
Yemen, and published photos of President Saleh’s inauguration ceremony of 
the university. It published the text of the republican decree that permitted the 
opening of the university, in an attempt to stress the legitimacy of the univer­
sity, and maintaining that its closure would be a clearly illegal action.
It is expected that the relations would continue to be further stringent and 
reach critical levels unless Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar mediates 
and interferes to stop the tensions from accelerating.
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Aden University’s Stance on Investors

Ridwhan Al-Saqqaf 
Aden Office

U
university education is 

no longer a luxury or a 
gateway for only 
obtaining degrees 
which qualify a univer­

sity student as an educated person. 
What is more significant is the 
thoughts, dreams, visions and capabil­
ities an alumnus carries go in harmony 
with developments and how he 
embraces modern transformations. 
But, unfortunately he is embittered by 
the want of the investors’ role in his 
pre-and-post graduation life.
In this context, Ridhwan Al-Saqqaf of 
Yemen Times, Aden Bureau Chief, met 
Dr.Saleh Ali Bassurah, Rector of Aden 
University and discussed with him 
many issues relevant to the University. 
Excerpts.

Q: Anything new inside and outside 
your University?
A: I have a lot to say; but in brief 
Aden University has witnessed many a 
development such as:-
a) Finishing the construction and fur­
nishing of Law Faculty in the new 
University City, Aden, at a cost of 
around one billion and 200 million 
Riyals. The cost of furniture alone 
amounted to $1 million.
b) Completion of four boarding hous­
es to accommodate more than 1,200 
students, a building for students’ activ­
ities and another complex for adminis­
tration of students housing affairs’. 
The units have been constructed at the 
University City site.
c) Construction of a guest house which 
had been opened in February this year. 
d) Expansions in most faculties build­
ings such as re-building of Siber 
Faculty of Education, Lahj 
Governorate. Most of its buildings 
were damaged during the 1994 war. 
Four halls, each accommodating more 
than 100 students and a stadium for 
350 students have been added to it.
e) Refurbishing buildings of Aden 
Education faculty in addition to build­
ings which can accommodate more 
than 400 persons. A second story 
has been added to the Library. These 
works were funded by both the World 
Bank and the Government at an esti­
mated cost of about $ 2.5 million.
f)Four laboratories, lecture halls and 

administration offices were built in the 
Faculty of Agriculture.
g) Work is going ahead for the com­
pletion of president Ali Abdulla Saleh 
Hall at the Faculty of Oil & Minerals 
in Shabwah Governorate at a cost of 
YR 50 million.
h)Refurbishing the building of the 
what was formerly known as the 
Scientific Socialism Institute, to be 
used by the Faculty of Arts.
I) Refurbishing building of the former­
ly headquarters of the central commit­
tee of the Socialist Party to be used as 
head offices of the university and sci­
entific centers. The building was pre­
viously a structure without windows or 
furniture.
j) Increase in higher studies programs 
at the University from three in 1991 to 
23 in 1999.
k) Increase in number of faculties from 
eight in 1990 to 16 in 1999.
1)Increase in number of scientific 
majors for bachelor’s degree from 43 
in 1990 to 80 in 1989. The faculties in 
which majors were introduced at the 
University were: pharmaceutics, den­
tistry, computer engineering, architec­
ture, telecommunications engineering, 
media & press, psychology, Islamic 
Education, Physical Education, oil 
economics and geology.
m) Inauguration of affiliation program 

for scientific studies in the 
UAE and Jordan. Our 
University professors 
travel to these states on 
the basis of intensified- 
course system.
n) Compiling and printing 
more than 60 University 
books, references and 
documents during the past 
four years.
o) Issuing three regular 
scientific magazines: 
embodying research in 
Social & Human Sciences and Natural 
& Applied Sciences.
p) Founding of the “Aden University 
Prize” in order to encourage scien­
tific researches in basic sciences. On 
the occasion of 25th anniversary of 
foundation on September 10, 2000, 
names of winners will be announced. 
More than 40 professors and 
researchers from various universities 

and other scientific institutions in 
Yemen have contested for this 
prize.
q) Founding nine scientific centers 
during the period 1995-1999. Some 
are meant for coordination and organi­
zation of research activities at the 
University while others are meant for 
offering services to the society against 
fees.
r) Numerous scientific symposia have 
been held. Preparations are underway 
for the convention of an international 
symposium on: “Trends and Horizons 
of Higher Education in the
21st Century”. Another symposium 
shall be convened on “Evaluation of 
the Academic Activities of University 
of Aden During 1995-2000 and to 
draw up a working plan for the coming 
five years: 2001-2005.”

Q: What kind of support does the 
State offer to the university?
A: The State has been offering signifi­
cant financial aid to the University. In 
1990, the University budget was 
around YR.123 million and the ratio of 
investment spending was hardly 1% 
equalling YR.1,279,000. In 1998, the 
budget soared up to about two billion 
and 112 million riyals and investment 
spending was 45%. The State also 
allotted a plot of land of 400hectare for 
the construction of the University City 
in addition to assisting the teaching 
staff and consequently improved the 
living condition of the teaching staff 
among these of all universities of 
Yemen.

Q: What further investments are 
needed in education field?
A: There are many areas of invest­
ment in higher education, but most 
important among them are:-
a) A law regulating higher education, 
governing the establishment of private 
universities and decrease the number 
of conditions upon which to grant 
them permission. There should be 
measures of supervising quality of 
higher education in them.
b) A national policy should be set up 
by the state on students’ admission to 
the university taking into account 
needs of the labor market.
c) Government universities should be 
granted financial and administrative 
independence as well as offer opportu­
nities for scientific investment. This 
would reduce their financial depend­
ence on the state budget.
d) There are plans to introduce a part­
nership system between the universi­
ties and private enterprises, in the field 
of training, qualification, submission 
of studies and inventions for the 
development of entrepreneurial activi­
ties and marketing their products.
e) Establishment of a mixed sector 

institution for 
appraising outputs 
of higher education 
in Yemen and conse­
quently defining the 
scientific level of 
each specialty at 
every university. 
f)To allocate a rea­
sonable percentage 
from the national 
income (taxes, oil 
revenues etc.) to 
finance scientific 

research and higher education mainly 
in the field of organizing workshops, 
equip laboratories and finance 
researches, and develop them and feed 
them with latest know-how.
g)To establish a national information 
network inter-linking scientific institu­
tions in Yemen and to link Yemen 
with Arab and international informa­
tion networks.

h)To reduce number of dispatching 
students on scholarships abroad for 
university or higher studies and trans­
fer a part of their expenses towards 
development of government universi­
ties, especially dealing with higher 
studies.
These are the most important require­
ments which need investment in the 
field of higher education and scientific 
research. Some of these are being 
accomplished on priority. We need a 
financial-legal-administrative push to 
bring a qualitative change in this field. 
The outcome shall lead to a genuine 
qualitative transformation in the devel­
opment of our country.

Q: The number of students increases 
every year. How do you cope with 
this?
A: Secondary graduates exceed the 
capacity of Yemeni universities. The 
education pyramid here is upside­
down, i.e. a large number of secondary 
schools with fewer technical and 
vocational institutes. Secondary 
schools graduates’ level is weak. In 
Aden University we try to reduce the 
pressure of large number of students 
who want to join the University by 
holding entrance examinations; but 
despite this we accept larger numbers 
of students than our capacity. 
According to the last three years’ sta­
tistics, the number of male and female 
applicants annually reached about 
10,000. We admit 6000-7000. This 
figure declines by 20% when the first 
year examinations are held.

Applied sciences faculties, human 
medicine, pharmaceutics, dentistry, 
computer engineering and architecture 
on one hand and specialization in 
English language, accounting, office 
management and Islamic Teachings 
are in greater demand. The problem is 
that applied sciences cannot accept 
large numbers of students owing to 
scarcity of workshops and labs. Clinic 
work in major of medicine is also lim­
ited.
I repeat that we need a national policy 
for enrollment. We need more accent 
on intermediate and advanced techni­
cal and vocational education.

Q: May you please give us an idea 
about higher studies and other stud­
ies in the University?
A: We have a program for higher 
studies diploma or master’s degree. In 
the Faculty of Medicine & Health 
Sciences we have four programs: pedi­
atrics, gynecology, general health and 
pathology.
In the Faculty of Agriculture we have 
two programs: plants supervision and 
botany. In the Faculty of Education we 
have syllabi, teaching methodology 

and educational administration. In the 
Faculty of Arts we have history, geog­
raphy, sociology, English and French 
languages and philosophy. In the 
Faculty of Law we have the criminal 
and civil codes. In the Faculty of 
Economy we have office management. 
We are considering to open doctorate 
programs in the majors where four to 
five groups of graduates have already 
qualified as MA.
We have programs for joint supervi­
sion in the field of higher studies in 
collaboration with some Arab and for­
eign universities such as Damascus 
University, Baghdad University,
Sourborne University, Liverpool
University, Leipzig University,
Hamburg University and the Central 
Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Hyderabad.

Q; What are aspects of cooperation 
between you and other Arab and

foreign universities?
A: We have scientific and cultural 
relations with more than sixty Arab 
and foreign universities and region­
al and international scientific 
organizations and institutions. 
Aden University is a member of 
the Arab Universities’ Federation, 
Islamic Universities Federation and 
the International Federation of 
Universities.

Q. Any final comment you would 
like to give
A. We all realize honestly that tasks 
of the present are much more than

that of the past. The challenges of the 
future are greater compared to today’s 
challenges. It is my earnest desire to 
see everybody right from the ruler 
down to the opposition to be keen on 
the interests of the homeland including 
political pluralism, freedom of press 
and peaceful transfer of power.
And, finally, my sincere thanks go to 

the “Yemen Times”.....an exemplary
model of modern journalism. Its 
advanced technology is admirable. I 
should not fail to point out that the 
“Yemen Times” has proved to be very 
helpful in communicating Yemen news 
and views abroad.
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Pierre Neu.
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Band” will definitely swings your mood.
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Sheikh Moqbil Al-Wadi’i to Yemen Times

“When they come to us, these students are looking for what is 
more precious than one can imagine. They are seeking the truth. ”
The recent accidental 

death of Hosea 
Walker more than two 
weeks ago, has raised 
a lot of questions per­

taining to the Salafi movement 
which has largely been silent in its 
operations, and almost non-evident 
in the political arena. The public 
demand in Yemen and abroad to 
know about the movement drove 
Yemen Times to make an interview 
with one of the personalities that 
was mostly anonymous and behind 
the scene. He is the key figure and 
founder of the most radical Islamic 
movement ever to be active in 
Yemen. He is Moqbil Al-Wadi’i, 
founder of the Salafi Wahhabi 
movement, and the most influential 
Islamic figure in the teaching of 
Islamic literature in Yemen.
His full name is Moqbil Bin Hadi Al- 
Wadi’i, of Wadi’a tribe in Sa’dah.

His preliminary school years were 
spent in a traditional Islamic insti­
tute called “Maktab” in Sa’dah.

Then he continued his studies at the 
Hadi mosque where he spent three 
whole years with a Shiite group. 
After he traveled to Saudi Arabia 
escaping the confrontation between 
the Republican and Royal systems. 
Then he founded the ‘Haram’ 
Islamic institution where I complet­
ed my secondary classes. In his 
higher academic career, he studied 
in the Islamic University in Madine, 
where he was enrolled in the faculty 
of Religious principles.
Sheikh Al-Wadi’i has specialized of 
himself in principles of Islamic 
Sunnet He has written more than 
40 books embodying in the Sunni 
beliefs and has his own library in 
this very same field. Then he 
matured to become one of the well 
known scholars of the Sunnis, 
founded the Salafi movement in 
Yemen and invited people who 
would like to know about Islam 

from all over the world. Today, his 
institutions provide accommoda­
tion, care, and knowledge about

Islam to thousands of students who 
usually spend from 4 to 7 years in 
his institutes until they acquire the 
full knowledge to spread the mes­
sage of Islam everywhere on earth. 
Some students go to his headquar­
ters at 
Dammaj (7 
kms east of 
Saadah) to 
spend their 
vacation 
and know 
more about 
Islam. 
Today, the 
W a d i ’ i 
institute is 
considered 
to be 
among the 
largest in 
the whole 
country.
Here we 
publish 
excerpts from the long interview 
made by Hassan Al-Zayidi of Yemen
Times with Sheikh Al-Wadi’i.

Q: Recently, there have been some 
claims saying that your movement is 
a radical movement related to 
Islamic Jihad movements. What is 
your response?
A: Every group or movement is 
responsible for their centers and activ­
ities. It is true that we are common in 
our goals with some movements as the 
ones you mentioned, as we all intend 
to serve Allah and spread Islam on the 
globe. However, I heard that Dr. 
Abdulkareem Al-Iryani received a 
call, probably from London saying 
“Your country has radical Islamic 
groups in Saadah.” Then he said, “all 
what we have is a Sheikh teaching the 

concepts of Islam and Quran peaceful­
ly in Saadah and no terrorist or radical 
groups.” We are quite far from being 
terrorists. We call to the Quran and the 
Sunnet, and to abandon violence and 
intolerance. We ourselves have con- 

derrmed the Islamic groups that use 
terrorism and violence to reach their 
goals, even in non-Islamic countries 
because it frightens citizens and inno­
cent people, and gets them away from 
Islam and its original concepts of 
peace and harmony. It is legitimate for 
Sunnis to fight their enemies and ene­
mies of Islam when they feel threat­
ened by them in terms of military and 
other attacks.
However, we are the ones who fight 
terrorism and condemn such activities 
used in the name of Islam. But usual­
ly, the ones who don’t know about us 
and about Holy Quran say what is 
unfair and untrue about us. There have 
been more than 100,000 students 
studying in our institutions in 
Dammaj- Saadah, and they all know 
how peaceful the Sunni movement is 

because it calls to the return to the 
Holy Quran and to Prophet 
Mohammed (SAS). Any how, I 
believe the ones who don’t know 
about us will not harm us as we are 
confident of what we are doing, and 

everyone knows who we 
are, even politicians.

Q: We heard that you 
have students from many 
countries in the world, 
especially from western 
countries. Could you give 
us some statistics about 
them?
A: As for students coming 
from out of Yemen, I 
believe it adds to our credi­
bility and gives us great 
encouragement to go on and 
spread Islam in the appro­
priate way. We have stu­
dents from the UK, the 
USA, Germany, France, and 
many other countries, seek­

ing to know more about Islam. They 

have only come with their own will to 
realize the goal of knowing their reli­
gion which they either converted to, or 
had little knowledge about. We feed 
them with humble food, less luxurious 
than they had before. We accommo­
date them in simpler rooms with a 
sociable environment which is less of 
luxury than what they used to live in. 
These students don’t want to be com­
forted in luxury. They used to live in 
luxury in their original countries, and 
they escaped their luxury to know 
more about this valuable religion, 
Islam. I thank them for their patience 
and great efforts they have exerted, 
may god be by their side. They 
escaped their luxurious life to reach 
for their spiritual side. To know their 
God, Allah, their religion, Islam, and 
to have the peace of mind, which is 
most precious than everything one can 
think of. It is simply priceless. They 
have come to know the virtual truth of 
life. They want to know what their life 
is for, why they are living. What is 
beyond life? What is death, a start or 
an end? They want the peace of mind, 
and to know that their life is only a test 
of their endurance, strength, and faith. 
When coming to us, these students are 
looking for what is more precious than 
one can imagine. They are seeking the 
truth.

Continued on Page 11

PRIORITIES OF YEMENI POLITICAL 
SYSTEM AFTER THE JEDDAH TREATY

he importance of rela­
tions between Yemen 
and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia does not 
emerge from the com­

mon over which dispute has seen var­
ious cases of tide and ebb for around 
sixty years. It is rather stemming from 
what could the two countries’ cooper­
ation contribute to preserving balance 
in both the region and the world. The 
strategic importance of Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia is associated with the 
huge oil reserves and their strategic 
location.
The recently concluded Jeddah Border 
Treaty is a strategic step hat would 
realize enormous gains compatible 
with ideas of the new world order, 
constituting an unprecedented qualita­
tive transfer in the relationship of the 
two countries.
Now, what are the priorities of the 
Yemeni political system by which I 
mean both the authority and the oppo­
sition. We have to trace the discrep­
ancies in the component of the exist­
ing system. We have to find out suit­
able means to effect an integration in 
the performance of the system which, 
in turn, would enable it to perform its 
duties effectively. In other words, the 
system in itself lacks the component 
of effective dealing with the require­
ments of the stage. This is because 
Yemen’s role will change. A partner­
ship is needed to help realize Yemen’s 
future role in coordination and harmo­
ny with what would achieve Yemen’s 
goals and interests. Thus, this stage 
dictates upon us to search for agreed 
upon priorities to enable us to devel­
op our country at all levels. It would 
be useful here to give a glimpse the 
reality we are living.

The Economic Situation:
The Yemeni economy is suffering 
from strangling crisis and deteriora-

tion too difficult for the state to cure 
by its present means. The state’s cur­
rent means are characterized by cor­
ruption, mal-administration, over 
staffed institutions and high percent­
age of disguised unemployment. The 
Yemeni economy suffers also from 
improperly exploited poor resources, 
weakness of productive base, 
increase in general consump­
tion, low purchasing power 
of local currency. Senior 
officials have an upper hand 
in defining the value of local 
currency and are involved in 
large-scale smuggling opera­
tions that overtired the 
national economy. In an 
attempt to overcome the 
deteriorated economic situa­
tion the government 
responded to recommenda­
tions of the World Bank and 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) by issuing some 
economic resolutions, impor­
tant of which were, rising 
prices of certain commodities 
and services and lifting State 
subsidy on basic goods. In 
fact, to come out of an eco­
nomic crisis is not confined 
to issuance of ‘partial’ resolutions. 
The issue needs a comprehensive 
vision with both mass and political 
support.

The Political Situation:-
No doubt, the main reason behind the 
backwardness our country is suffering 
from is the absence of democracy, 
suppression of freedoms and the wide 
gap between the State and the society 
as well as the adoption of law of force, 
not force of the law in reinforcing the 
system’s power which was able to 
impose its domination and expand its 
influence by controlling the army, 
security, tribes, sects and such like,

including the modern institutions rep­
resented in political parties and unions 
and civil society institutions. Thus the 
existing components of the ruling sys­
tem have become the arch block in the 
face of reform and change. Thus peo­
ple’s participation in decision-making 
has receded and the citizen, mainly

concerned in change, has been ren­
dered an absentee and excluded from 
the decision-making process. The rul­
ing system insistence on effecting 
changes instead of the citizen is attrib­
uted either to fear from him or deem­
ing his as still incompetent in this 
field. This very citizen is the one who 
bears the onus of wrong policies in 
which he has no say. It is he who 
bears the negative consequences in 
the real meaning.
The solution of these political prob­
lems lies in the sovereignty of the 
democratic system in all its forms and 
also effective application of democra­
cy as a system of life for the society in

an amicable way. What is important is 
not that we have constitution, parlia­
mentary fife, political parties and elec­
tions. We need a clear -cut look in the 
jurisdictions, well specified and 
respected within the State authorities 
and its institutions. The most out­
standing aspect of the political prob­

lem facing democracy in our 
country is clearly seen in the 
regime’s failure to accomplish 
its tasks through the existing 
political institutions. These 
are mostly paralyzed because 
the regime does not believe in 
the state of institutions. 
The regimes sees in democra­
cy a challenge to its authority. 
Thus democratic question and 
problems in our country are 
defined in the confrontation 
between those who want to 
practice it and those who want 
to suspend it. Thus, from out 
point of view, the priorities of 
the Yemeni political system 
are:-
Comprehensive Political 
Reform
The overall political reform 
we aim at is the realization of 
a Yemeni effective political 

system. Its action goes in harmony 
with the steps ought to be taken to 
achieve an additional value in favor of 
the country. The authority portion of 
the political system should not have 
been established on the present basis 
and neither on the basis existent when 
the unified Yemeni state was 
announced, on the basis of sharing. 
The opposition section of the political 
system has to be effective. It should be 
in compatible with all the necessities 
governing the ruling system. The rul­
ing system should not attempt to 
diminish the span of opposition. They 
must not interfere in the space of 
action and function assigned to both of 

them. This leads us to define the 
means of realizing comprehensive 
political reform.
Building A Coherent Ruling-System 
Based on Democracy:
It goes without saying that every dem­
ocratic rule system depends on a sys­
tem of elections based on facts of the 
reality where democracy is intended to 
exist. This represents one of the 
means consistency of that system. 
Copying any other law of elections 
should not be approved. Therefore we 
see that we must:
-introduce an election system on rela­
tive list basis because this ensures no 
loss of any vote. This is in harmony 
with our tribal society.

- revise and correct the present voters’ 
fists,

- re-shape the present Higher 
Commission for Elections in order to 
ensure that it is not influenced by any 
political party.
- subject all elections measures to the 
independent judicial power.
Local Government With Wider 
Authorities:-
Makers of the national draft of the 
local authority law fully comprehend 
its importance as a mechanism of 
comprehensive political reform and 
achieving large-scale popular partici­
pation.
Independent Judiciary With Valid 
Rulings:
We all know the famous dictum 
:"Justice is the foundation of rule.” 
No stability could be found in any 
country where judicial power is not 
just, not independent and without 
enforcement of its rulings. In Yemen it 
is not difficult to establish justice 
should the ruling system possess the 
necessary components for its consis­
tency and balance.
Security, Stability & Development:-

It is the normal resultant of a balanced 
ruling system according to the concept 
explained above. There should be bal­
ance, consistency, local rule with 
wide-range authorities and independ­
ent and just judiciary.
Comprehensive National 
Reconciliation to Tackle Old 
Disputes
National reconciliation means that not 
yielding power merits. It is meant to a 
society whose members are reconciled 
and have joined forces and that it 
diversity has created an integration 
instead of the existing discord. 
Reconciliation should in consequence 
lead to ensure non-repetition of former 
conflicts that disintegrated the home­
land and deepened the wounds.
Structural Changes in State-building 
System
Structural changes mean moderniza­
tion of state structure which should be 
harmonious and integrated for fulfill­
ing the role entrusted with Yemen, 
both regionally and internationally.
It goes without saying that the struc­
tural changes shall be followed and so 
it should be, by re-organizing mecha­
nism of the function of the State. It 
should fulfill the Yemeni new role in 
the regional politics and be in harmo­
ny with the state machinery units. It 
should lead to achieve transparency 
and reinforcement of human rights. 
All should proceed from and based on 
effective political pluralism.
Conclusion:
These are the priorities which should 
be taken into consideration for the 
entire Yemeni political system and 
which should be realized if we under­
stand and agree to live a new phase. 
We are living in the age of informa­
tion. It is an age no longer governed 
by class conflicts but based racing to 
acquire knowledge and confirm 
everybody’s right to knowledge. 
History is a true witness that our coun­
try was a pioneer in civilization dia­
logues and marriage of cultures. Our 
old migration waves helped change 
features of many large and rich com­
munities history.

Ahmed Abdulla Ben Sheikh Abu Bakr 
Member of the Politburo of RAY 
Party

T
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OIL AND GAS PROSPECT IN THE YEMENI SECTOR 
OF THE RUB AL-KHALI BASIN (PART II)

Wang Xikui* and Sedham
Muhammed Datsi**
(Changchun University of Science 
and Technology, 130026, China)

5. SATELLITE IMAGES INTER­
PRETATION
Our study is based on a collection of 
satellite images, which had been taken 
to the Republic of Yemen during the 
period from 1994 to 1997 and hundreds 
of airophotos and satellite images, 
which had been taken to different part 
of the Peoples Republic of China. We 
concentrated our attention on the fol­
lowing more important satellite 
images, because:
5.1. Those satellite images were related 
to the Yemeni sector of the Rub Al- 
Khali basin.
5.2. The very clear images of different 
faults types shown on the surface, 
which we classified according to their 
directions and trend, to:
First type: Faults with a NE-SW direc­
tions (very clear on the satellite 
images).
Second type: Faults with E-W and 
ENE-WSW directions (clear to very 
clear on the satellite images).
Third type: Faults with an N-S and 
NNE-SSW directions (clear to very 
clear on the satellite images)
Forth type: Faults with a NW-SE 
directions (clear to a little clear on the 
satellite images).
5.3. According to the character of the 
Satellite images, we found a black 
material filling these faults on the sur­
face, which looks like natural asphalt 
(?). Here we want to drew People, who 
are interested in this field on the fol­
lowing fact:
The same example was found in 
Kelamayi oil field, a famous oil field in 
the Northwest of the Peoples Republic 

of China, located to the margin of 
Zhunger Basin (Jurassic Formation - 
oil and gas bearing layer, oil and gas 
stored in overthrust structures). This oil 
field was first discovered by the local 
villagers, who found that black materi­
al on the surface and then known as 
asphalt.

6. NEW LOOK TO THE AREA
Based on our study of the geological 
research history work, the neotectonic 
movement, the new crust movement, 
and our interpretation for the satellite 
images, we have a new look to the area. 
This new look to the area depends on 
our new thinking, that during the suc­
cessive rift phases, (The Karroo Rift 
Phase; The Somali Rift Phase; The 
Mascarene Rift Phase; The Yemen Rift 
Phase), the expected main extensional 
faults trend and the minor extensional 
faults trends changed their direction. 
Especially, during the recent time, we 
find that:
1. The first type of faults, which has the 
NE-SW directions, is a normal and 
oblique normal fault.
2. The second type of faults, which has 
the E-W and ENE-WSW directions, is 
a divergent sinistral wrench faults and 
has the same trend of the southern bor­
der of the desert, which is also roughly 
the trend of the dune ridges.
3. The third type of faults, which has 
the N-S and NNE-SSW directions, is 
divergent dextral wrench faults.
Note (4): The second type of faults and 
the third type of faults are a share faults 
type, with right and left hands.
5. The forth type of faults, which has 
NW-SE directions, is over thrust 
faults.

CONCLUSION
1. As a result of our study, we think that 

a new rift phase started in the area dur­
ing the recent time.
2. On this new rift phase:
a. The first type of faults, which has the 
NE-SW directions, is a normal and 
oblique normal fault. They are parallel 
to the direction of the largest principle 
stress of the Arabian plate.
b. The forth type of faults, which has 
NW-SE directions, is over thrust 
faults. Their extensional fault trend 
resulted by the largest principle stress 
of the Arabian plate.
3. We think, that this new stage has the 
same main rift trends like the Karroo 
rifts phase (?).
4. The natural asphalt (?) shown on the 
surface of this area by the satellite 
images might be a very clue for look­
ing for a new petroleum discoveries.

RECOMMENDATION
1. It is recommended that a very high­
ly qualified team study the Yemeni sec­
tor of Rub al Khali basin for recogni­
tion of crustal zones of weakness, their 
trend and origin is thus of vital impor­
tance in the interpretation of rift struc­
tures. We believe that this area, which 
took some care in the past and attracts 
many experts in the present time, is not 
going just to surprise all with its oil and 
gas discoveries, but also with its very 
rich geological data in the future.
2. The most important thing, that we 
want to draw the attention of Ministry 
of Oil and Mineral Resources, foreign 
companies and all who are interested in 
this area to concentrate their explo­
ration attention on the following two 
coordinate points and the adjacent area 
around them:
First Point: N 18.460 / E 51.05O
Second Point: N 18.22O / E 49.67O
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Small enterprise and the second 
five year plan (2001-2005)
reparations are 
being made to 
outline the sec­
ond five-year 
plan for the eco­

nomic and social develop­
ment (2001-2005) as part of 
the implementation of arti­
cle (9) of the constitution 
which stipulates the estab­
lishment of the country’s 
economy on scientific 
methods. The plan aims at 
ensuring a better and proper 
utilization of the economic 
resources: both financial 
and human, and developing 
these resources to face all 
challenges posing on the 
way of achieving a sustain­
able development.
The Yemeni governments 
have been really serious to 
achieve this concept 
through efforts last of 
which has been the stress 
on applying methods of the 
indicatory planning which 
depends on the market 
powers to guide and direct 
the country’s economy as it 
was mentioned in the 
preparation guide of the 
five-year plan. In this con­
text, it is highly important 
to encourage the spirit of 
initiative within people to 
help lessen the current eco­
nomic and social problems 
and help achieve develop-

ment.
The indicatory planning 
requires a suitable ground 
to get the aspired benefit for 
the country and its tools 
represented in the national 
capitals participating in the 
development process. This 
can not happen unless a 
proper utilization of human, 
financial and natural 
resources is ensured. Such 
resources are considered to 
be a connected chain.
The connection and 
improvement of these 
resources came as a must 
due to the need of the 
advanced countries of the 
market economy after the 
second industrial revolution 
at the end of the 1960s. The 
negative impact of the tech­
nology revolution on the 
social life was marked by 
the ejection of a great num­
ber of manpower to the 
streets due to the appear­
ance of robots as an alterna­
tive in industry. This coin­
cided with a number of 
political, economic and 
social problems in those 
countries. Chief among 
those problems were the 
increase in unemployment, 
poor’s number of people 
below the poverty line and 
the decrease in market size 
due to the fall of individual

consumption function. In 
order to get rid of this crisis, 
economists thought of 
strategies for integration of 
all kinds of establishments. 
This means exploiting 
resources beforehand to 
achieve sustainable devel­
opment.
In comparison with Yemen, 
today and those countries at 
that time we can observe 
the following common 
points:
1- Increase in poverty rate.
2- variance of living stan­
dards.
3- Fall of consumption 
indicator
4- depressed markets
5- Increase in population
In addition, there are com­
mon circumstances which
are:
1- Availability of natural 
resources, agricultural, 
marine and tourist.
2- Availability of national 
and foreign capitals for 
investment.
3- Availability of laws and 
legislations which encour­
age investment.
4- Availability of clever 
manpower.
5- Availability of internal 
and external consumption 
markets
It is clear that integration of 
small and big establishment

is a must. To achieve this, 
there should be an agree­
ment on the importance of 
small enterprise establish­
ment and its connection 
with the big establishment 

and that they can not be 
separated. Many big estab­
lishments have closed down 
in our country due to lack 
of this awareness and this 
proves credibility of what 
has been mentioned above. 
It is a time to cope with the 
new market economy 
which exploits and utilizes 
all available resources dis­
regarding their size. This 
can be applied through the 
implementation of the five- 
year plan for the economic 
and social development 
(2001-2005).
The second five-year plan 
should create an integration 
of all projects disregarding 
their size in order to:
1- Create new job opportu­
nities.
2- decrease unemployment 
and poverty rate
3- achieve more people’s 
participation.
4- properly use available 
resources.
5- Activate the supply and 
order mechanism of the 
market
6- achieve reasonable 
development at all levels.
7- intensify efforts of the 
government and people.

Farouq Al-Kamali
Taiz

Marketing Manager
We are one of the largest Producers of Ghee, Edible Oil, Detergents and Toilet Soaps. To 

strengthen our brands we are looking for high caliber Marketing Professional who can effectively 
develop Brand Strategies, Innovative Promotions and advertising. Preference will be given to a 
person with strong fundamentals, good leadership qualities and communication skills. Person 
should be self-starter and self-motivated and able to develop original ideas/concepts and formulate 
creative proposals.

It is necessary that he should have a professional Degree in marketing from a reputed overseas 
university and at least 5 years experience in FMCG in a highly competitive and open market with at 
least independent charge of a major brand.

This is a Top level appointment in one of the largest companies. Salaries and perquisites will be 
the best in industry with excellent growth prospects.

Suitable candidates should send their CV’s by email/fax at the following address:

Email: hisham@ycgsi.com Fax: 967-4-212338

PETTY LOANS PROJECT
"Y emen Times" was in the Old Sana’a City, pre­

cisely in Bustan Shareb zone, beside Nashwan 
School where premises of the Social Society for 
Family Development 
(SSFD) is situated Thesociety runs the petty loan project in Yemen. The 

project is executed not through this Society only as 
there are three others which do the same job These 
are the Al-Islah Charitable Welfare Society, Yemeni 
Women Federation and the Sustained Women 
Society. All the four are funded by the UNDP.
We paid a courtesy visit to Mrs Ai wa Muhammed 
Ah Al-Shar'ee who is the SSFD Project Director 
and asked her information on her Society. She replied that six ladies 
thought of founding the SSFD which was founded tn 1990 as a non-gov­
ernmental institution. It is a voluntary-charitable society concerned with the 
improvement of the status of Yemeni families Hand-in-hand, we encour­
age these women to develop the society. This includes protecting and 
developing then children. The Society won the confidence of a UN con­
sultative team and on its recommendation the activities were confined to 
women living in 66 streets of Old Sana'a. I am in-charge for the Petty Loan 
Project (PLP). The project's objective is to develop small and smaller proj­
ects with the aim of increasing women's income.

Mrs.Arwa added that the first batch of 37 women received approved loans 
on June 7. 2000 and die second lot of 33 women received approved loans 
on June 25. As of today. 108 women have received petty loans. The loan 
amount does not exceed Yr.8,000 winch is paid alter carrying out field sur­
veys.
“I should not fail to request you to tell your readers that Old Sana’a women 
are bound, according to their choice, to do either industrial or commercial 
works. Those who prefer industrial line, work in sewing and handicrafts 
and those who prefer the commercial line, work as grocers or brokers. The 
percentage of the former group reached 73 while the later’s 27 so far.

By Yasser M. Ahmed
Yemen Times

mailto:hisham@ycgsi.com
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Mareb, the Marginalized Governorate
Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times

M
 areb is a governorate 

that can be character­
ized by being distin­
guished for the oldest 
civilization that once 

flourished there. It’s also distinguished for 
its oil wealth. However, no one could fail to 
notice the total neglect it lives in. A look at 
the residents’ faces will make the whole 
thing clear. They are living in a real misery. 
Grinding poverty seems to have its heavy 
burden weighing down their shoulders. All 
are obsessed with the idea of making both 
ends meet.
The land of the then two Gardens is now a 
barren land where residents are living 
under an abject poverty and despair, and 
the ghost of fear and tribal revenge. The 
governorate is suffering from uncertainty 
of future caused by non-existence of law 
and order and the lack of sense of responsi­
bility on part of the authorities concerned. 
The officials concerned are interested only 
in Mareb as it is an oil-rich governorate. 
They never think of it as a governorate 
populated by people.
The pale and rough faces which we met 
remarkably told about the amount of suffer­
ing and agony these people are subjected 
to. Even the environment reflected the 
same impression. Rubbish and filth have 
accumulated in piles and littering all 
streets. Moreover, sewage water spillage 
covers the streets, emitting a terrible 
stench. It has become almost impossible for 
anyone to go around in the governorate. 
The hot weather is frequently associated 
with dust storms that pollute the whole 
area.

The people in the town:
People, originally from Mareb, living in 
town constitute 5% of the overall popu­
lation of it and most of them are from 
other governorates including Sana’a, 
Taiz, Ibb, etc, and are working in com­
merce. Others are working as civil ser­
vants and in the military.
The people belonging to the governorate 
are divided into nine main tribes. They 
are Obaidah, Al-Ashraf, Juhm, Jada’an, 
Murad, Bani Dabian, Al-Hadad, Al- 
Karamish, Al-Okail and Al-Abo Tahaif. 
The hard economic and living conditions in 
the town had forced these people to reside 
these districts and not the town itself.

Health in Mareb:
Mareb suffers from the non-existence of 
public hospitals. The only hospital in the 
governorate is the Military hospital. 
Reaching to the Military Hospital we were 
amazed to see about 50 persons lying in 
front of the gate on the ground. Some of 
them were groaning of pain.
Mr. Saeed Ben Saleh was one of those who 
was waiting at the gate. We asked him 
about what the matter was to which he 
replied “We came from Raghwan, 70kms 
away to treat one of my children who is 
very sick. There is no hospital in our dis­
trict. A health center was established there. 
However, it is nothing more than a building 
with one nurse who could hardly do any­
thing to offer medication services to the 
people. The center lacks all necessary med­
ical equipment and medicines. Some medi­
cines have already expired due to the heat 
and bad storage. As you see we are waiting 
for the time the hospital is opened. Even 
this hospital lacks a pediatrician.”
He went on to explain the bad health serv­

ices in this hospital and said “First we pay 
200 riyals so as to see the doctor. If the 
patient has to be make some check-ups he 
has to make them outside the hospital and 
then come to the doctors with the results.” 
One of those waiting at the gate was very 
angry as his mother was groaning of pain 
on the ground. He broke in to say “Our 
governorate is rich with historical monu­
ments as well as oil wealth. However, it is 
deprived of all the basic needs for a living. 
Sick people are not admitted to the hospital 
as there are no enough beds. Most doctors 
prescribe medicine even without examining 
the patient claiming that there are lots of 
people who are to be treated.
In case the patient is seriously sick, doctors 
would tell us to take him to Sana’a. 
Besides, there are no special wards in the 
hospital for children and women. When we 
ask about the reason, they claim that the 
hospital is established to treat military peo­
ple and not civilians.”
Then, the brigadier general Ahmad Al- 
Saliah, general manager of the hospital, 
hurriedly showed up and said “we do 
receive sick people and treat them. There 
used to be some cooperation between the 
hospital and Health Office in the gover­

norate. However, this coop­
eration was stopped when 
they claimed to have estab­
lished some health projects 
for the people though they 
are not really done. The hos­
pital is completely funded by 
the Ministry of Defense.
We could only provide two 
in-patients wards, each room 
can accommodate 11 beds, 
one for men and the other for 
women.”
Mareb is in need of a public 

hospital. Why not building a hospital from 
the revenues of oil allotted for the gover­
norate. Hunt Oil Company, for example, 
pays about $ 200 thousand for improving 
the environment.

Education in Mareb:
There is a visible grave deterioration in the 
education system in the governorate. There 
is a high rate of illiteracy mounting to 85%. 
Not more than 10 persons join universities 
each year mainly because of difficult living 
conditions. Besides, there are no branches 
for the other Universities. There is only one 
school for males called Al-Methak and 
another one for females built in 1997. It is 
also disappointing that girls are not allowed 
to continue their studies after they finish 
their primary school.

The High Institute for Teachers:
The HIT was established three years ago. 
There are 942 students studying in the insti­
tute, of whom 13 are females. Abdullah 
Ahmad Al-Bakri said “Most of the students 
are from Mareb and Al-Jawf. The institute 
grants a diploma for students. The institute 
faces lots of difficulties which I can not say 
right now.”s

Then we met with one of the students who 
requested not to be identified. He said “I 
am a teacher and I wanted to join this insti­
tute so as to improve my knowledge. 
However, to my dismay I found that there is 
a state of anarchy 
and chaos prevail­
ing in the institute. 
Most of the stu­
dents are not inter­
ested in anything 
except the certifi­
cates so as to get 
posts in the educa­
tion office. So how 
can we depend 
upon these jerks to 
educate our chil­
dren and raise up a 
new generation for 
the future. Besides, 
60% of these stu­
dents do not attend 
regularly and came 
only during the 
exams when they 
depend upon cheat­
ing to pass.” 
We also notice that 
almost all the peo­
ple carry their guns 
due to their tribal 
revenge and the 
sense of insecurity 
that is prevailing in 
the governorate.
In short, Mareb 
suffers from a lot 
of misfortunes in 
all aspects of life. 
There are 
deplorable eco­
nomic conditions,

bad or better say no health services, corrupt 
educational system, and an over-riding 
sense of insecurity. The authorities con­
cerned have to give it the attention needed 
and retrieve and improve the situation.

FOREIGN FUNDS...... PERMISSIBLE TO GOVERNMENTS;

A TABOO TO NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS

by Advocate Jamaluddin Al-Adymee, Sec. 
Gen. Civil Society Forum

P
erhaps a majority of our people 
working in the civil society 
institutions ; particularly those 
concerned with the issues of 
freedom and human rights, 

have pursued with keen interest the devel­
opments in the case of Dr.Sa’d ul-Deen 
Ibraheem, Director of Ibn Khaldon Center 
for Development with the Egyptian 
Government. Charged with defaming 
Egypt’s reputation, he was referred to the 
State Security prosecution in Cairo which 
ordered his imprisonment for 15 days pend­
ing investigations in the charges brought 
against him. Another identical incident is 
that until recently the Egyptian Government 
detained Professor Hafedh Abu Sa’da, 
Secretary General of the Egyptian Human 
Rights Organization. He too is facing trial 
now.

To undergo interrogations or trial is normal 
legal procedure which is accepted through­
out the world ; but here we are confronted 
with an issue which has taken a dangerous 
trend. Dr. Ibraheem is being interrogated by 
the State Security prosecution which usual­
ly submits its cases before a State Security 
court. According to the Emergency Law 
enacted in Egypt, the Court’s ruling could 
not be impeached before high-degree 
courts. This deprives the accused of any 
judicial guarantee for a just trial. In fact, 
this type of a law has been introduced in 
Egypt for trying those charged with terror­
ism or crimes against the state or the nation­
al security. Dr.Ibraheem’s is the first case 
of its kind against an intellectual, a univer­
sity doctor, a human rights and national 
works activist to be handed-over to the 
State Security prosecution which in turn 
shall pass it on to the State Security court. It 
is in the fitness of things that solidarity cam­
paign in favour of Dr. Ibraheem was vigor­
ous. The wave of protests against the humil­
iation he was subjected to was justified and 
clear.

The direction in which this case is moving 
is the real cause of concern for all workers 
in the national sector or non-governmental 
organizations in Yemen as well as in all 
Arab states. If the charges brought against 
him are dangerous, the action taken against 
him are no less dangerous. He is accused

not only of tarnishing the reputation of 
Egypt; but also financing his center’s activ­
ities through foreign funds. Both charges 
are not immune from a sinister prejudice, 
because they have premeditatedly been 
linked to include civil society institutions, 
accused of tarnishing the interests of the 
homeland and becoming a lackey to an out­
side force implying that these institutions 
have no message other than harming their 
societies. Let us discuss this issue objec­
tively.

It is commonly agreed that National works 
activists, particularly in the area of human 
rights, should never be weak in the face of 
such threats if we take into consideration 
the rising sensivity of human rights issue 
with the political systems. These activists 
carry the banner of transformation, develop­
ment and enlightenment in their societies. 
In the name of safeguarding the “reputation 
of the homeland” or “in the interest of the 
homeland” efforts of intimidation should 
not be allowed to stall the achievement of 
these activists. The message of workers in 
civil societies institutions in general and in 
human rights institutions in particular 
should be to safeguard the interests of their 
countries and to develop their societies 
without compromising on”the reputation of 
the homeland” . This objective should not 
be confined only to these workers as 
responsibilities are to be shouldered by all 
citizens. Therefore, we should outright 
reject tall claims of those who boast that 
they alone have the duty of safeguarding 
“the reputation of the country with distinc­
tion”. Next comes the foreign funds. 
Usually, according to the theory of conspir­
acies which is deeply instilled in the Arab- 
thinking, foreign funds have been classified 
into (loyalty to foreign power) and (subju­
gation). That is how obtaining funds from 
foreign sources by non-governmental and 
local organizations comes under legal and 
judicial hammers in Arab countries despite 
the provisions laws which allow receiving 
such a support from overseas including 
Egypt itself.

In fact the issue of foreign fund was an axial 
issue at one of the Arab conference on 
human rights held in the Moroccan capital 
last year. I submitted a working paper on 
this subject which was then re-published by 
the CSF in a booklet titled: “Freedom of 
Societies”. I did say that lack of finance

impedes the development of civil societies 
institutions mainly because the local private 
sector does not support these institutions’ 
programmes, particularly 
those relevant to human rights. 
This is because the private sec­
tor doubts the credibility of 
these societies’ programmes 
and policies. Because foreign 
funding is essential for these 
institutions, it is their right to 
receive un-conditional assis­
tance from any potential 
source. No legislations should 
close the doors for any such 
source as long as it is uncondi­
tional, mainly as the interna­
tional trend is assisting poor 
countries and developing them 
through local organizations 
consequent upon the collapse 
of confidence in governments 
and their corrupt programs. So 
it is far from clear as to what 
exactly stirs governments’ 
annoyance towards foreign 
funds.

Governments ought to ‘acquire 
immunity’ against this sensi­
tivity or, should give up such 
feelings as they themselves 
mostly depend on foreign 
sources to fund most of their 
projects. These governments 
depend on assistance and loans 
from states, international 
organizations and known 
world monetary institutions in 
order to implement a large part 
of their service and develop­
ment plans and programs. 
They sign agreements for 
grants and loans some of 
which are specifically meant 
for the development of the 
national sector. All said and 
done, these governments 
think that receiving foreign 
funds by non-governmental 
organizations makes them 
(liable for persecution and 
legal inquiries. These govern­
ments impose different type of 
surveillance checks on foreign 
funds, ban receipt of such sup­
ports and may even label it as 
a crime whereas the whole

issue could be easily tackled by making pro­
visions for a kind of auditing of accounts.

Non-governmental organizations receive 
more unconditional funds than do the 
states . On the contrary, states offer reliefs 
and waste much of resources whenever they 
sign any agreement for receipt of grants or 
loans from foreign sources. Everybody 
knows this, particularly the last ‘economical 
potions’ prevalent in our country.

Mejanni Hazem Hassan 
Management Consultants Ltd.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

A leading company in Yemen has the following 
vacancies:

1. Accountants & Auditors (various levels, 
male and female)

Qualifications:
i. Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from an accredited 

university.
ii. Good command of English and basic knowledge of 

PC (Windows, MS Word, MS Excel, etc...) is 
strongly preferred.

iii. Experience preferred but not a must.
iv. Should not be more than 30 years old.

2. Secretaries (female)

Qualifications:
a. High school diploma as a minimum.

ii. Good command of English is strongly 
preferred.

iii. Basic knowledge of PC (Windows, MS Word, 
MS Excel, etc...).

iv. Experience as a secretary not less than three 
years.

v. Should not be more than 30 years old.

All applications should be accompanied by a CV, a 
personal photograph, copies of certificates and a copy of 
Yemeni ID.

Please send applications and supporting documents 
within two weeks to the address noted below.
Applications received after that could be considered for 
future job opportunities.

KPMG Mejanni Hazem Hassan Management 
Consultants Ltd.
PO Box 3501 Sana’a
Fax No. 206 130

WORLDWIDE 
SHIPPING SERVICES 
TO & FROM YEMEN

P&O Nedlloyd, one of the world’s leading door to door 
containerized transport specialists, providing quality, reliability 
and fast transport services:

P&O Nedlloyd provides weekly services from Europe, 
Mediterranean, North America and Indian Ocean. Fortnightly 
services from Australia, New Zealand, East Africa and Intra-Red 
Seaports.

P&O Nedlloyd Serves the full range of Yemen ports. Dedicated 
feeders call weekly at Hodeidah, every ten days at Aden, and 
fortnightly at Mukalla for both import and export cargoes.

P&O Nedlloyd are represented in Yemen by Sheibani Shipping 
& Clearing Corporation.

For more details of P&O Nedlloyd services or for arranging a 
sales representative to call to your office, please contact our local 

which are as follows:

Hodeidah Sana’a Aden
P.O.Box: 4063 P.O.Box: 15147 P.O.Box: 4333 Crater Aden
Telephone:03-212989 Telephone: 01-207028 Telephone: 02-243319

Fax:
Telex: 
Email:

03 234090 Fax:
03-234094 Telex:
03-211780
5620 SHEHOD YE
Shehod@y.net.ye

01-219895
4050 SHEBANI YE

Fax:
Telex:

02-240813
6387 SHBANI YE

Taiz Mukalla
P.O. Box: 5726 RO. Box: 50261
Telephone:04-219292 Telephone: 05-303913
Fax: 04-219294 Fax: 05-303503
Telex: 8947  Telex: To Aden

mailto:Shehod@y.net.ye
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Words of Wisdom
“It is crucial that we raise children who will feel 
comfortable in interacting with the world, and who 
will have a good chance in doing well in the 
future. That is not happening, given the kind of 
culture and education we give our kids.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
BY WALID A. AL-SAQQAF

Population Explosion.. Total Disaster

A
11 indications today show that unless the govern­
ment takes serious measures in reducing popula­
tion growth, Yemen is prone to facing a disaster in 
the near, not far, future. With a growth rate of 
3.4%, Yemen is the country with highest rate pop­

ulation growth. When observing the high poverty and illiteracy 
levels in the country, one can realize the true dimension of the 
problem.
It has been repeated tens of times before in conferences and sem­
inars worldwide. Experts in humanitarian organizations, in the 
World Bank, in the IMF, and in many other organizations have 
warned Yemen of a future disaster because of the shortage of water 
to meet the needs of the growing populations. Yet, not much is 
being done. There seems to be no awareness campaigns, no seri­
ous steps to provide alternatives, and no willingness in politicians 
to tackle this serious issue. What are we waiting for? Does the 
government think that these problems will be solved in the course 
of time without any effort? Or is it just taking the Yemeni nation 
for granted?
Experts say that the population will become more than 30 million 
by the end of 2020. By then, the water levels of Sanaa basin would 
have dried, causing a human disaster to the millions living in 
Sanaa. Where will these people go? How will their water needs be 
met?
It is in the hands of the government to prevent such a catastrophe 
from occurring.
Apart from all the miseries Yemenis are facing, another major 
challenge is posed by Qat. With an increasing demand on qat, and 
with an increasing qat-chewing population, the demand for water 
is also increasing, so it is even more likely to have the water short­
age earlier than anticipated.
We are talking about political disputes, internal affairs, external 
affairs, how this party accused the other, how the press is being 
oppressed, and other human rights issues. However, no one is talk­
ing of how close we have come to what may be called “dooms 
day” without giving this any attention. The population is explod­
ing, and we seem to be more worried about other less important 
issues, leaving the issue of water and population aside.
Sometimes in life, one may not be able to follow up with every­
thing, but one should at least follow-up with what is vital for our 
generation and generations to come. Specialists everywhere in the 
world are quite surprised at the level of ignorance and lack of per­
ception our politicians have, despite the fact that our country is 
heading to a disaster. What has gone wrong with them? Can’t they 
think any more? Are common questions being asked by these who 
realize the dimensions of the danger? But the answer to these 
questions is not an answer that reflects the responsibility of a 
politician or member of parhament who has been given the 
responsibility of representing the nation and who is supposed to be 
doing what is best for it.
As journalists, we can not replace the government. However, the 
best thing we can do is guide, direct, help, recommend, and turn 
the attention of the decision makers to such issues that concern 
you, me, and all of us. If even after we do our part, the government 
still does not respond, all we can do is continue our mission, and 
await the kind of catastrophe ignorance and irresponsibility of our 
politicians would lead us to.

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

On Middle East Peace: Is it Possible?
peace means and who has absolutely no 
desire of even sitting alongside Palestinians 
in a negotiating table, let alone share bor­
ders or water with them. Mr. Clinton was 
bound to have difficulties from Zionists in 
Israel as well as in the United States, as US 
Zionist instigators sought to make his 
Presidency difficult by financing such 
sleazy projects as the “Monica Lewinsky 
Affair”. It is no secret matter, that it had the 
support of a “Mrs. Goldberg and her son”, 
who reportedly own a publishing firm in 
New York, and who appeared on numerous 
occasions on the Larry King Live Show on 
CNN to explain their patriotic deeds to the 
American public. This financing included a 
US $ 500,000 payment to Linda Tripp and 
other wishy-washy under the table pay­
ments that were obvious intentions to 
ensure that Mr. Clinton bear in mind that 
“Big Brother” is watching and working 
very well in the United States.
But to the dismay of the Starr Group and 
perhaps Mrs. Goldberg and her friends, Mr. 
Clinton managed to overcome the problem, 
because he was lucky enough to keep his 
Presidency functioning in top gear and pro­
ducing record breaking achievements on 
the domestic economic front that just could 
not be so easily forsaken by a little pornog­
raphy “under the table”.
With that over with, Mr. Clinton was not to 
be overtaken with the Netanyahu problem 
either. On election time, he sent his top 
strategists and consultants to Israel to 
ensure that Natanyahu was not to be 
reelected. Surely, Mr. Netanyahu was not 
to be allowed to continue to make a mock­
ery of American diplomacy. For sure, Ehud 
Barak is aware of this and a lot of the diffi­
culties that the Israeli position is getting to 
confront in a world of rapid satellite com­
munications and digital flow of informa­
tion, where it is almost difficult to maintain

a monopoly on the image that the media 
should project on Israel - it is difficult to lie 
forever! One the other hand the Arabs of 
the 2nd Millennium are not the Arabs of the 
20th Century, although they are far from 
being at their best. They do have a better 
understanding of how the Zionist machin­
ery works and they do have a better mastery 
of getting a point across on the internation­
al airwaves. Moreover the world now has a 
better idea of the real kind of people we are 
dealing with here on the turf where 
prophets and messengers roamed for thou­
sands of years trying to deliver the message 
of peace and salvation. The previous image 
of do-good pioneers and kibitzers who 
came to turn the dessert into a Garden of 
Eden and all that fancy fairy tale image that 
the Israeli colonizers are projected with. 
The world has also seen that the Israelis are 
not the invincible Rambos they have previ­
ously been projected as being. In fact they 
were no match for a meager force of 500 
Lebanese fighters, who were able to give 
them a harder time than what the combined 
Arab Armies could not do for five decades! 
One other important issue to take note of is 
that the Israelis are fully aware that the gen­
eral populations of the entire Arab World 
have no illusions about peace with what 
they regard as an evil thorn, even if all the 
Arab leaders sign the peace agreements 
with “their blood”. Therefore it is not in 
their interests to prolong the peace they can 
scrounge out of an existing Arab leadership, 
that most Arabs regard as pawns anyway, at 
least to give some semblance of legitimacy 
to their being!
Therefore, Mr. Barak and Mr. Arafat are 
bound to contemplate all these issues as 
well as the play-on-maps and other intrica­
cies that are involved in the peace making 
effort. On the other hand, Mr. Arafat will 
not find a more lucrative opportunity to get

his post office box maintained and to 
declare the “Palestinian State”. Mr. Barak 
has to come home to a Zionist fired up con­
stituency that is fearful that for intents and 
purposes, the Promised Land will not reach 
its full dimensions - at least not in the near 
future. He is bound to be confronted by 
gong-ho Zionists, who are going to ask him: 
“What are you and us here for? It is Eretz 
Israel - and all the other corny biblical 
myths that the Zionist demagogues preach - 
or nothing!
More on Middle East “peace” next issue.

On the Ethiopian - Eritrean War:
While not much further can really be added 
to clarify the different issues involved in the 
conflict, it goes without saying that, thanks 
to God, the guns have ceased and that the 
negotiating table (and Common Sense) 
have become the forums for exchanging 
views and expressing the claims and coun­
terclaims of the antagonists in the conflict. 
While it was not the intention of the observ­
er to cause ill feelings among any of the 
protagonists, nor to pass judgements on the 
rights and wrongs of the issue, it was and 
still is the view of this observer, and it 
seems to be national policy, we have gotten 
accustomed to here in Yemen, that govern­
ments must pursue every effort possible to 
avoid the terrible consequences of armed 
conflict. There is no dispute in the matter - 
that armed bloodshed, especially on territo­
rial disputes, produces no real winners. 
Judging from this war and all the other wars 
that have occurred it is the general popula­
tion that suffer the most and they are always 
losers, even if they are on the winning side. 
Speaking on behalf of myself and presum­
ably sharing the views of the editorial man­
agement of the YT, in this respect, I would 
like to express my appreciation to both 
Their Excellencies, the Eritraean 
Ambassador and the Ethiopian 
Ambassadors for providing our readers 
with greater insights as to the different posi­
tions of both countries. We all sincerely 
hope that the peace can be maintained and 
that the well being and prosperity of the 
peace-loving Ethiopian and Eritrean shall 
be the main concern of all involved.

I
t is understandable why President 
Bill Clinton would like to cap his 
somewhat glorious Presidency with a 
final landmark achievement. What 
historic success could be better than 

the achievement of the “termination” of the 
Middle East Conflict? Of course, Mr. 
Clinton and his advisers know that this is no 
easy task. The problems are many and 
complex and are not solely tied to the peo­
ple directly involved. It should not be sur­
prising that the President, despite his direct 
mediation efforts, will find that: “They just 
could not agree!”
However, in retrospect at Bill Clinton’s his­
toric achievements, personally and politi­
cally, it is not difficult to visualize why it 
would be obvious for the President of the 
United States to feel that if there is any 
President who can achieve this goal of 
“lasting” peace in the region, it is he. 
Further delays in the effort would make the 
task even harder and perhaps more unpleas­
ant for all those concerned.
No one with any inkling or knowledge of 
the complexity of the Middle East problem 
can fail to understand that there are bound 
to be difficult hurdles to overcome to 
achieve this “end to the problem”. There 
are so many diverse viewpoints as to what 
is right and what is wrong, or who is right 
and who is wrong. Perhaps for the 
Americans, the question becomes more in 
the line of: What is there for us if it goes 
this way or that? What have we done to let 
it become so difficult and how do we reduce 
the burden this problem has been to us, as 
taxpayers and as a global superpower?
For some reason, it would not be hard to 
think that for the Palestinians, the only hope 
they have in the near future of at least being 
listened to is to take advantage of the role 
that Mr. Clinton can play. Timing is crucial 
in any problem, and for this problem its sig­
nificance is of profound importance. Mr. 
Clinton is not due for reelection and one of 
his goals is to bring an “end” to this prob­
lem. If he has succeeded in reaching most 
of the goals in his presidency, this one was 
the most difficult to work towards. He had 
hoped that there should be no problem, 
given the high degree of influence the 
United States enjoys in the region and the 
significant degree of arm-twisting it can do. 
He did not wait until the end, but met up 
with a difficult obstacle in the form of 
Former Prime Minister “Bibi” Natanyahu, 
who probably has no idea what the word

Has Adam’s Crime 
Any Political Dimension?

R
ecords police departments and courts 
are crowded many kinds of crimes, 
some are decided and others are still 
awaiting their turn to be looked into. 
Among all, no crime has captured the

public opinion’s attention and aroused their anger as 
the recent crime staged at the College of Medicine, 
Sana’a University. I can attribute this to the follow­
ing reasons:
- The mystery surrounding the crime’s motivations. 
Some analysts connect the crimes to a prostitution 
ring while others seem to be sure that they are part 
of activities of a well-organized racket trading with

human body parts. Both ratiocinations are based on 
the accused’s confessions.
- The ambiguity surrounding the disappearance of 
Zainab and the mother’s tireless attempts to find 
her.
-The contradictory and conflicting confessions of 
the accused which have risen a number of eye­
brows. One would wonder if it was an attempt to 
reveal to the public the chaotic state prevalent in 
the University?
- Other reasons are connected to the stage of the 
crime, motivations and the examples of victims, 
hence they are girl students, why were only girls?

The case is still engulfed with ambiguity. The fab­
ricated stories of the appearance of Nada and 
Ayishah have resulted in more complications. 
However, the crimes have been clear to have 
political dimensions which newspapers have neg­
lected. Hossn’s father struggled and has been 
swimming against the tide of conventions and tra­
ditions of the tribe by sending his daughter to uni­
versity. He wanted to do a miracle to the tribe to 
change the attitude of tribesmen towards girls’ 
education. Unfortunately, before Hossn could 
achieve this goal she was killed by Adam who 
killed this dream with her. Unfortunately, there are 
people who helped Adam kill this dream by call­
ing for keeping women at home. Such people 
attributed the crime to co-education system and 
unveiling women’s faces. Some newspapers 
stressed that the whole case was related to prosti­
tution activities. Does that mean that the universi­
ty has turned to be a kind of a ” brothel”, involv­
ing teachers, and students? Many parents forced 
their daughters to discontinue studying out of fear 
of a new Adam.
These crimes might be part of a series of previous 
crimes which happened in the past few years like 
kidnapping incidents, the attempt to kill the 
Minister of Interior in Al-Gawf, the murder of 
Lina Abdul Khaleq, the case of girl students’ 
apartments in Sana’a and others.

Hashem Al-Azazi
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Are the Authorities Aware of this?
Screaming of mothers, wives, children and 
relatives have elevated in Aden, after their 
loved fathers or brothers were arrested by the 
political police, for no reason.
They say that arresting people in Aden has 
become a daily practice for some officials to 
extract money from the relatives to release 
their sons.
Others say it has become a constant source of 
revenue for the police beside their monthly 
salaries.
This news has spread out of Yemen and 
everybody is talking about it.
Are the authorities aware of this? Why aren’t 
they investigating into these case and bring­
ing those who are accused to trial.
Can we hear an answer?

A. Makloob, Canada 
samasem313@yahoo.com

How to reform a harassed media 
Media is, basically, one of the most important 
tools that brings change in a society. It is also 
a means of revealing and then abolishing the 
corruption inside that society. It plays a key 
role in promoting peoples’ awareness, as well 
as helping to expose ambiguous truths. 
Furthermore, it leads to prosperity. Therefore, 
it is essential to have faithful men. Moreover, 
it should have brave men to express and dis­
close facts without fear of the consequences, 
Since media is a honorable instrument, it 
should be respected by all of us. Hence, the 
press is part and parcel of media. 
Governments should respect media and offer 
it all facilities that would enable it to achieve 
and play its role in society. The mission of 
press needs patience and continuous contacts 
with news sources to keep pace with events. 
Harassing and threatening journalists, even 
though has become normal practice, is unciv­
ilized conduct to put pressure on the press by 
some of high-ranking officials in charge of 
the country’s affairs. Journalism needs 
enhancement and support instead of harass­
ment and threats. The law of press must be 
accurately implemented in favor of the free­
dom of press and not the contrary. Even 
though the breakers of the law of the press 
should be punished, we hear a lot of promi­
nent journalists who have been harassed and 
imprisoned for nothing but revealing the 
truth. This is not the sound way of dealing 
with the press, as even the law of the press 
doesn’t permit this. If corrupt officials keep 
on doing such abusive action against the

press, it would never develop and prosper.
I believe that there is nobody who can deny 
the affective role of the press in helping cor­
rect the conditions of the country. Being edu­
cated and civilized, we ought to ask ourselves 
why those men are threatened so often. We 
must think wisely about this issue. Journalists 
do sacrifice their lives for the sake of country 
and people. Hasn’t time come for them to be 
appreciated?

Abdu Maresh Al-Sharaabi 
Level 3, Eng. Dept. Education, 

Taiz University

Dear Abdu Maresh,
I would like to inform you that we did not 
receive your letters otherwise they would 
have been published. I do thank you for your 
continuous insistence on having your mes­
sage delivered. Please keep on sending more 
letters in the future.

The Editor

The Wasteland
I would like to say that we are living in a 
country as if we are living in a wasteland, 
where there is no hope, no optimism, but is 
rather full of disappointment. Despite the 
richness of our country in many natural 
resources such as oil, gas and mineral 
resources, and despite its potential in tourism, 
sea wealth and natural beauty, it still suffers 
from abuse of these resources and not taking 
advantage of those potentials. Why? The 
answer is simply because of the corruption 
network depleting al these sources. The cor­
ruption exists because of the absence of 
administration and lack of law enforcement. 
We deplore the sense of irresponsibility of the 
government, which has made us all disap­
pointed.
Statistics show that most of the people in our 
country are immersed in the state of poverty. 
In my opinion we are living in an inanimate 
land, where for people’s miseries there is no 
listening ear. There is a proverb saying, 
“None are so deaf as those who will not 
hear.” I see this proverb applicable in its 
exact meaning to our current government.
There are reports leaking from the ruling 
party confirming that the current government 
of Dr. Abdulkareem Al-Eryani will go ahead 
in raising the price of oil products such as 
gas, diesel, kerosene, etc.. However, I think 
that all of these economic reforms are only an 
illusory reforms, because we haven’t find any 
improvements since the start of the reforms

several years ago. There has been no 
improvement in deficit, but on the contrary, 
corruption reached peak levels, leading to 
more poverty, depriving our country of any 
development whatsoever. The only victims of 
such reforms were the poor people.
Our motherland is in dire need for help to 
cure its wounds from this corruption cancer 
before it is too late, but who could help it? 
Who could relieve its pain? Most of our 
country’s brotherly countries are disobedient 
and faithless. Some of them collapsed due to 
weakness, others are rapacious and material­
istic, and many of them are afraid to admit 
that it needs help, and instead wear black 
glasses and pretend not seeing the country’s 
miseries. I say to all of them, “None are so 
blind as those who will not see.”
As long as we continue this way, we must be 
prepared to handle the consequences of our 
failure and deplorable behavior. We need to 
collaborate if we want a better future.
Finally, we will still live with an optimism 
that our life may in some way or another get 
better, especially after we signed the border 
agreement with the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. President Ali Abdullah Saleh con­
firmed that he will go strong in combating 
corruption, and rule the country in a strict 
manner with a hand of iron, especially when 
dealing with those corrupt officials. It is the 
government’s duty now to deal with issues of 
development more seriously with consider­
able commitment. There are no justifications 
or excuses for the government to use in the 
days ahead in managing its internal affairs. 
This is also one reason to be optimistic once 
again.
Fuad Kassim Al-Zeheary,
Ibb

VACANCY
We are in urgent need of 
an engineer, year 2000 
graduate from Jordan - 
or Egypt, Yemeni 
nationals only.

Please write to us at: 
Griffin Ltd.
C/O The Chairman
P.O. Box 7292 
Sana’a, Yemen. 
Fax: 967 1 268 549
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Dr. Nadeem M. Naji, Head of the Oncology Department at Aljumhuri Hospital to YT:

“An increasing number of patients are dying from cancer 
due to consumption of Qat is increasing day by day”

D
r. Nadeem Md. Said 
Naji, born in 
Hardamaut, complet­
ed his Board in 
Internal Medicine and

did doctorate in Oncology. He has 
been an Assistant Prof, in Sana’a 
university and a Doc. in Aljumhuri 
Hospital since Feb 1998. Now he is 
head of the Oncology department.
In an interview with Yemen Times he 
shared many facts about his special­
ization and department:
“Until now, we only have an external 
clinic which is specialized in treating 
Cancer Patients, and we are trying our 
best to arrange for patients to be treated 
and cured., we are trying to achieve 
what is called registration for cancer 
patients and we are on our way to that 
because in the next 3 months with aid 
from the ministry and the minister of 
health this department, affiliated to 
Aljumhuri Hospital will open. But actu­
ally we do not have an independent unit 
specific for this field” he said.
About specialized doctors he said that 
there are no specialized doctors in this 
field till now other than himself., but 
there are a few Hematolgists who are 
good, and we are expecting around 4 
Yemeni cancer doctors to arrive in a 
short period of time graduating from 
Pakistan.
Dr. Nadeem, told us that cancer dis­
eases are quite common in Yemen. If 
we compare these 10 years with the pre­
vious ten years we could say that there 
is about a hundred percent increase in 
tendency in cancer in Yemen. Hospitals 
have become more advanced and 
patients awareness has become greater 
towards any kind of swell. It is true that 
there is an increasing number of cancer 
patients coming to us; In a single day 
we receive between 30-45 patients 
diagnosed with cancer with histopathol­
ogy report. The general age comes 
between 30 to 50 years! And it is very 
sad that many of the cancer patients 
actually die because they either come 
late as advanced cases, like we receive

many bilateral lymph node metastatic 
cervical regions which is a very 
advance case and sometimes gets only 
paralytic treatment. Or because the 
diagnosis is not accurate and the Doctor 
himself does not realize that this is can­
cer until a period of time., many lym­
phoma cases could be mistaken for TB 
because they share many common 
symptoms, like sweat and loss of 
weight and the swelling on the neck. It 
could have been some other infectious 
diseases as well. The thing is that if we 
take a simple biopsy diagnosis. But 
unfortunately we don’t have any spe­
cialized or advanced laboratories for 
Immunhistochemesty in Yemen. 
Sophisticated examination is not there. 
So the patient is forced to go for 
advanced investigation out side Yemen. 
This could be because such kind of 
analysis is very expensive compared to 
the normal one, so the patient would 
rather get a cheaper test and might be 
treated thinking he has TB for months 
before it is discovered that it was a can­
cer tumor all the time and he then is 
sent to us as an advanced case of cancer. 
“It is well known” Dr. Nadeem said that 
the leading cancer in the world accord­
ing to world survey is lungs cancer, but 
I have made a retrospective study for 
one year in one of the hospitals and 
found that gastrointestinal tract cancer 
is more common in Yemen than other 
cancers. We could say that our environ­
ment, our food, using the water pipe 
(madaa’), al shama (Tubbaco put under

the lip) plays a very critical role in get­
ting oral cavity diseases. The other 
important kind is Lymphoma in gener­
al. Many Yemenis suffer from Hodgkin 
and Non Hodgkin Lymphoma and this 
disease does not differentiate between 
children and grownups. Lymphoma is 
widely spread in Yemen . A very strong 
observation here is that many of our 
patients come from the suburbs, where 
those people are naturally more related 
to nature and are far away from the city 
and the chemicals in it. Their diet is also 
known to be healthier. Still many of 
them suffer from Nasopharynx Cancer 
or Head and Neck cancer. I relate this to 
their wrong use of chemicals in protec­
tion of the plants and crops from insects 
or diseases that they pluck the plants 
before giving the needed gap after 
spraying these chemicals. This is espe­
cially true about Qat, as it plays a very 
strong role in Gum cancer, throat cancer 
and gastrointestinal cancer. An increas­
ing number of patients are dying from 
cancer due to consumption of Qat is 
increasing day by day. About whether 
cancer is a disease carried by hereditary 
he said; practically science could not 
prove whether it is actually hereditary, 
but it is a well-known fact that chromo­
somes abnormalities(i.e. Genetic fac­
tors) make a person more susceptible to 
become a cancer patient in the future.” 
About his ambitions and the obstacles 
he faces Dr. Nadeem emphasized again 
on the importance of having a special­
ized center for cancer treatment. He 

said that we only need one or two such 
centers in Yemen, because we could get 
sample from many places in Yemen and 
if they are kept in Formaline they could 
last for years. The government could 
support such a center and the difficult 
cases which could not be diagnosed 
easily could be referred to this center. 
With nominal payment from the patient 
he or she could be treated right and 
saved.
“We already have a building which is 
well equipped and just needs some final 
touches for the project to see the light 4- 
day. But unfortunately because of 
bureaucracy and routine it’s taken a 
long procedure and more than 7 months 
to do something which could be done in 
two weeks. If this center is complete, 
we could have, what is called, cancer 
registration and patients could be treat­
ed after being diagnosed. Also since 
this would be an authorized establish­
ment, we could be a formal entity and 
could be provided with aid for many 
aspects including setting drugs from 
many sources. Another obstacle is the 
lack of specialized staff. We still need 
more doctors in this field. Also Dr. 
Nadeem said that the Oncology depart­
ment. needs to be complete with its own 
specialized laboratory and its own 
radiotherapy department. Radiotherapy 
is much cheaper in curing patients than 
chemotherapy.
Dr. Nadeem continued, “all we need is 
to speed up the procedures and get rid 
of the long routine in our projects. This 
way we could save our peoples’ lives 
and money as well as keep the huge 
amounts of hard currency spent outside 
the country.”
“Another point is that we should not 
think that the cancer patient is a hope­
less case. Many of the patients and their 
families even members of the staff 
think upon coming across a cancer 
patient that he or she should be left to 
die.. No, in spite of our limited facilities 
we still can save lives. We have many 
breast cancer patients, of women who 
are sent to us after the tumor was 
removed by surgery and then they are 
referred to us for chemotherapy follow­
up. Many other cancer patients are 
cured completely.” Dr. Nadeem also 
stressed on the point that Yemeni 

Doctors ought to be appreciated more. 
“There are many qualified doctors in 
Yemen who could make a difference if 
only they were given the credit they 
deserve. If such a thing happens this 
will drive them to give more to their 
society and people in stead of fleeing 
away to other countries leaving Yemen 
in dire need for them.”
In a final word.. Dr. hoped that serious 
steps are taken in improving health in 
Yemen especially cancer, because a 

cancer patient should be given high pri­
ority anywhere in the world. He also 
hoped that the ministry of health con­
tinues its support and that other charity 
associations should lend a hand as 
well. “There is a charitable fund for 
cancer patients which was established 
9 months ago and through it, the aids 
could be given and would reach where 
they are urgently needed” he conclud­
ed.

Floral Honey & Its Use for Medical Treatment
Tawfeek Al-Shara’abi 
Yemen Times

S
ince early times people have 
been giving honey a special 
rank. It has been very wide­
ly used for treatment of var­
ious ailments. With the pas­

sage of time, many scientists and 
researchers started making researches 
on honey, its ingredients, advantages, 
etc. Now there has been a global trend 
towards using honey in the treatment of 
many diseases which were considered 
incurable. There has also been a rapid 
increase in centers for the very purpose 

of studying the ingredients of 
honey and how it can be used to 
treat diseases.
Floral honey produced all over 
the world carry much variation
in its characters. In the last few years, 
many types of floral honey have 
become more popular in many coun­
tries. Besides, the distinctive curative 
properties of certain types of honey in 
some diseases increased the demand on 
those types of honey.
Honey is that sugary material collected 
by bees from the nectar of roses trans­
form it inside cells to ripe honey subse­
quently stored in their honeycombs. It’s 
a gift from God that they can transform 
it into that natural sweet substance gen­
erating vigor, energy and strength.

Honey is the only food that never spoil 
with the passage of time. It may keep 
its nutritious value for a long time if 
stored in a proper way. It is number one 
in terms of high calorific value.
Strenuous efforts and hard work of 
many scientists have resulted in discov­
eries which confirm that honey is very 
much helpful to treat many incurable 
diseases, to the extent that it has been 
adopted as one of the most sophisticat­
ed and modern techniques to treat dis­
eases in many hospitals of advanced 
countries. New studies have shown that 
there are different types of honey. Each 
type has many advantages and is used 
to treat specific kinds of diseases. 
Consumers have to be aware of these 
kinds so as to select the type which is 
suitable for certain use. This presenta­
tion aims at throwing light on most of 
the components of different types of 
honey, some of which are as follows:

1) Nigella Honey:
It is considered to from of the most 
important herbs that has a potential 
medical value and which is used by 
many people all over the world. It is a 

seasonal winter 
plant planted 
annually in 
October and 
November. The 
ripe black seeds 
are the ones that 
are used medical­
ly - which 
according to 
medical studies - 

contain two kinds of oil: 30-35% 
immutable oil and 1-1.5% volatile oil 
that contain Nigellone which is of a 
high medical value. Nigellone is 
proved by medical studies to strengthen 
the immune system which helps the 
body to resist diseases. However,the 
glucose and Nigellone found in a con­
centrated form in Nigella honey help a 
lot to strengthen heart muscles.
This is also very substantial for those 
people who suffer from diabetics as it 
contains many oxidized materials 
which make assimilating its sugar easi­
er in the body in comparison to other

kinds of honey. It is also effective in 
terms of decreasing the fats and activat­
ing blood circulation which helps the 
body to immunize against diseases. It is 
very useful in acute chest pains and 
feeling of chest congestion. That is why 
many doctors advice to have one tea 
spoon of this honey before every meal.

2) Marjoram Honey:
It is a herbal plant grown in fields and 
mountains. Medical studies showed 
that leaves of this plant contain volatile 
oils including terpinol, geraniol which 
have potent effect in bronchial asthma. 
It also helps in cases of dysmenorrhea 
and preeclamsia in women due to its 
sedative effect and diuretic action. 
Marjoram contains phospholipids 
which is the essential component of 
prostaglandin. It is also considered to 
be a tranquilizer which relieves 
cholysystitis and biliary colic. It is 
found useful in peptic ulcers as it 
relieves pains and decreases acidity. It 
helps to relieve heart bum, emesis, con­
stipation and haemorrage as well. It’s 
useful in intestinal inflammations, 
digestive troubles and for treatment of 
fevers. One tea spoon of this honey is 
advised before breakfast and after din­
ner.

3) Banana Honey:
Researches revealed that the highest 
level of potassium, phosphorus and 
iron are found in banana honey. It con­
tains high percentage of Zinc, Copper 
and manganese. So it is useful in 
hypochromic cases and severe anemia 
as it increases R.B.Cs and Hb%. It also 
contains high percentage of carbohy­
drates and vitamins A&C. It is a good 
source for increasing the appetite and 
weight, especially in case of children. 
Thus, it is very much advisable to be 
added to the diet of growing up chil­
dren. The high percentage of calcium 
and potassium helps a lot in improving 
growth of bones. It also helps in cases 
of severe diarrhea.
The high percentage of Iron and phos­
phorous which are included in the com­
position of chromatin of cells helps a 
lot in discharging several vital activi­

ties.
It is advisable to have one table spoon 
of this honey three times a day.

4) Sweet Basil Honey:
Sweet basil is originally planted in 
India. It is planted for its sweet fra­
grance or for the purpose of extracting 
oil useful in preparing medicine to treat 
mouth, teeth, gums diseases. This oil is 
also used for treatment of skin diseases 
such as abscesses, carbuncles, skin Tb 
and erysipelas.
Sweet basil works as a tranquilizer and 
improves muscle pains, rheumatism 
and gout. It improves muscle spasm. It 
is used as a face mask to renew cells 
and also in surgical cells. It is used in 
surgical dressing and in the treatment 
of bums and wounds. Other uses of this 
honey are for the treatment of kidney 
cases, migraine, for hair beauty, to pre­
vent nocturnal enuresis in children and 
in the treatment of genital infections 
such as trichomonas and inflammation 
of urethra and vagim.
One tea spoon of this honey is prefer­
able in the morning and at night.

5) Coriander Honey:
Coriander is a common spice. The oil 
extracted from it is used in medical 
industries. It has been widely used 
since old times to treat diseases of 
digestion. It contains high percentage 
of Linalol which relieves contractions 
of stomach and intestine. It also pre­
vents constipation, flatulence and is 
useful in intestinal inflammations and 
digestive troubles. One tea spoon of 
this honey is preferred after meals.

Granulation of Honey:
It is known that all types of honey must 
be granulated at a time; some of it gran­
ulate immediately while others stay in 
liquid state months or years, some of 
them granulate homogeneously while 
others leave a part as a liquid on the 
surface.
Some people believe that granulated 
honey is mixed with sugar but this is 
not true because natural honey crystal­
lizes and can be returned again to liquid 
state by using water bath.

OPHTHALMIC EDUCATION (6)

Understanding Headaches

Is there a problem with your eyes?
Headache is considered one of the most common symptoms among people. 
The income of pharmaceutical companies from the sale of the different 
types of medications used to treat headaches reaches millions of dollars 
every year. Most people consider headache a benign symptom and is usu­
ally due to tension and fatigue. Also many people think - and that is wrong 
- that eye problems and the need for glasses are the most common causes 
of headaches. The need for glasses and eye fatigue are not the main caus­
es of headaches.

Causes and symptoms:
Most types of headaches can be divided into three groups: -

1. Tension headache: is the commonest cause of headaches and is due to 
spasm of the neck and upper spine muscles. Usually the pain radiates to a 
different place mostly to the frontal area of the face, the brows and the 
orbit. This usually leads to confusion between the cause of the headache 
and the area that it presents at.

Usually tension headache results from spasm of the neck muscles due to 
stress from daily life events such as stress at work or at home. Other caus­
es are related to the abnormal sleeping or working positions or doing close 
work for a longer period of time. Generally tension headache is usually 
temporary and it gets better after taking a pain-killer.

All types of headaches get worse when we use our eyes more than usual. 
Some types of tension headaches can present for long periods and has rela­
tion to depression and stress. And in rare cases can be related to inflam­
mation of the neck joints.

2. Migraine headache: is the second most common type of headaches. It 
is a group of headaches caused by dilatation of the head blood vessels. 
Some people have tendency for their blood vessels to dilate while others 
don’t have that tendency. Migraine headache affects one in ten people 
and tends to run in families and it can affect small children.

It is usually difficult for patients to know if they have migraine headache 
because it usually results in different symptoms from one person to anoth­
er. In some cases the headache presents as recurrent bouts of severe 
headache lasting for a short period of time while in others zigzag lines can 
appear in front of one or both eyes followed by sharp headache. 
Occasionally the zigzag lines can appear without the headache.

Migraine headache usually tends to last for a short period of time; it affects 
one side of the head and can be associated with nausea and/or vomiting. 
Generally migraine headache is not associated with serious illnesses.

3. Headache due to diseases of the head, eyes, sinuses, ears and teeth: 
these are rare causes of headache. The headaches due to eye diseases are 
localized in the eye or eyebrow and are associated with blurriness of vision, 
haloes around light or photosensitivity. Headaches related to diseases of 
ears, sinuses or teeth are usually different from other types of headaches.

Headache can also be related to high blood pressure and it is very impor­
tant to measure the blood pressure in cases of continues or recurrent 
headaches. Headache due to brain tumors is rare and has specific criteria 
known by the eye specialist.

Where to go if you have headache?
Headache is a common problem and it usually needs a medical opinion 
especially if it becomes chronic or recurrent. Most patients with 
headaches have symptoms related to the eye and they usually seek medical 
attention by the eye doctor. The eye specialist has the training to diagnose 
the different types of headaches and to answer the question if the headache 
is related to the eye or not.

If there are signs of certain diseases the eye specialist will advice you 
where to go and what type of investigations to have.

How can headache be treated?
It depends on the type of headache. Always tell your doctor all the prob­
lems and symptoms you have because the information you give to your 
doctor will help to reach the diagnosis. Stress and depression has to be 
ruled out and migraine headache has to be treated according to the severi­
ty.

REMEMBER:
1) Give your doctor all the information and symptoms you have so that 
he/she can reach the diagnosis
2) The need for glasses and eye problems are not the main causes of 
headaches
3) Tension headache is the commonest cause of headaches and migraine 
headache is the second most common.
4) All types of headaches get worse when we use our eyes more than usual 
5) Migraine headache is not associated with serious illnesses.

Routine eye exam by an eye specialist is very important.
It is your sight and your eyes need every care they deserve.

Reference: PAACO educational leaflets, Cairo

Mahfouth A Bamashmus FRCSEd, FRCOphth 
Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon 

Ibn-Al-Haitham Clinic, 
University of Science & Technology, Sana’a
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ZABID
More than Just an Enchanting Tourist Site

Saleh Abdulbaki
Yemen Times

M
any are the historical 
tourist sites in Yemen 
of which Zabid is 
important and 
famous, if properly 

utilized, will add a very important source 
to the national revenues. Ignorance and 
negligence towards these potentials have 
remarkably weakened tourists’ arrival in 
the city.
The Tourism Office of Hodiedah asserted 
that the city was gifted with many beau-

ty-spots such as the desert and the tradi­
tional means of transportation, camels 
and horses. Camels here are used to carry 
people and tourists from the city to Al- 
Fazah, a tourist village situated at a very

fascinating piece of land on the beach. 
Tourists and visitors complain about lack 
of rest houses and comfortable hotels to 
stay.
Zabid is 1000 kilometers to the south of 
Hodiedah city. It is 100 meters above sea 
level. The Wadi of zabid is 150 meters 
above sea level. The city is divided into 
four zones. Historians say that it was the 
same zoning since the fourth century of 
Hejira.
Many Islamic states controlled Zabid 
throughout various periods of history. 
Every state had left its own traces on it. 
Among those traces, the Grand Mosque, 
built in the third Hejira century, is the 
most important. There is also the old Al-

Asha’ir mosque built in 58 Hejira. Both 
Al-Asha’ir and the Grand Mosque have 
been renovated many times.
Close to Al-Asha’ir mosque there exists 
the ancient ‘souk’ (market) in the city

centre. In the past this souk was the 
busiest part of the city. Today it is a half­
deserted place.
Zabid is famous for not only its ancient 
mosques, for it embraces 85 old Islamic 
schools. The most famous schools are Al- 
Jabartiah built in 722 Hejira, Al- 
Farhaniah 9th century of Hejira and Al- 
Kamaliah which was built in 521 for 
Hejira. The last is said to be built by the 
Turkish Prince, Kamal Al-Rawhi.
Four historic gates are presented in 
Zabid. Namely, they are 0, 
Al-Nakhl, Al-Qurtub and Siham. A num­
ber of graves of old Islamic figures have 
become hearthstones for which flock 
hundreds of Muslims and Jews together. 
In Al-Fazah beach, where hundreds of 
palm trees shooting up into the sky throw 
a cold shadow on the sand. The Canadian 
expedition has come across precious 
ancient stony tools. It is said that in 823 
Hejira, King Al-Nasser Ahmad Al- 
Rasouli received a number of Chinese 
experts to establish a resort on the beach 
as well as a harbor to export the city’s 
industries. Bani Rasol’s kings used to 
swim here. In the nearby area there still is 
a spring of fresh water where swimmers 
wash their bodies after swimming in the

sea.
To conclude, there are many nice tourist 
attractive places in the city. In this regard, 
it is the responsibility of the Ministry of 
Tourism to include promotion of Zabid in 
its plans for the next years to ensure a 
beeline of tourists to the city.

A Life of Words Yemeni Poet and 
Patriot Spoke for Unity, Freedom

BY W. FLAGG MILLER*

T
he words of great orators have an uncan­
ny ability to transcend their time and 
place. It was therefore no surprise to me to 
hear that the Yemeni-American communi­
ty in Dearborn will hold a memorial serv­

ice for folk-poet Shayef al-Khaledi, who died last 
December.
The works of this extraordinary man have been a salve 
for those remembering home and a beacon for a nation. 
Khaledi was born in a remote southern Yemeni village

in Yafi’a in 1932. In Yemen’s tribal highlands, the set­
tlement of disputes had long been managed through 
persuasive poems. As a youth, Khaledi quickly distin­
guished himself by producing powerful arguments that 
would convince one or both sides to sue for peace.
His experience as a mediator and political poet vastly 
expanded in the ‘40s when he traveled to Aden, then a 
British colony. In order to help Yemeni laborers who 
had been deprived of basic rights, he helped spread 
influential ideas about nationalism, pan-Arabism and 
Yemen’s importance in the world.
When a revolution broke out in 1962 against a monar­
chy in the north and the British in the south, Khaledi 
joined the fight for independence.
Despite the fact that North and South Yemen (the 

Yemen Arab Republic and the 
People’s Democratic Republic 
of Yemen, respectively) were 
not to achieve unity until 1990, 
Khaledi continued his persua­
sive poetry. By drawing from a 
rich tradition of symbolic 
expression, he articulated 
national objectives from the 
perspective of the working 
majority: farmers, mechanics, 
small-store owners, taxi-cab 
drivers and local politicians. 
His language was colloquial 
and accessible to all classes. He 
spoke for Yemeni unity, con­
demned political corruption, 
reminded others of the hard­
ships of economic reforms on 
the working people and cele­
brated religious life.
His sociability and open-mind­
edness were well-known. I ben­
efited from this as an anthro­
pologist working for several 
years in Yemen. Because of 
Khaledi’s generous help, I was 
able to collect and translate 
many of his poems to English 
before he died.
At the memorial service, 
friends and acquaintances will 
talk about his life and the issues 
that he championed.
The event will carry on a 
Yemeni tradition of late after-

noon poetry sessions that Khaledi was known for. 
Sitting with diverse groups of people, he would use 
these sessions to encourage younger poets to express 
themselves in poetry.
The last time I was with Khaledi, we attended a rural 
wedding celebration together. We’d spent the previous 
evening with our eyes glued to the television set, 
watching France beat Brazil in the World Cup. He had 
been an avid observer late into the night, so I assumed 
that on the following night he would retire early.
As dinner at the wedding was concluded, people gath­
ered for a traditional poetic competition that is common 
in Yemen. The drums beat, the dancers romped, and 
neither the tournament nor Khaledi showed any signs 
of abating by the time I crept, exhausted, into bed at 
two in the morning. I was amazed by Khaledi’s spirit 
and constitution.
It is with deep sorrow that I reflect on how audiences of 
all ages and cultures have been deprived of a man who 
had such a love for his country, a commitment to his 
neighbors and a passion for poetry.

An excerpt from ‘Letter to the Corpse’ al-Khaledi by 
Shayef al-Khaledi said:
How much yearning and hope
Aching, ache upon ache, has availed me nothing 
Craving and yearning empty, they have no meaning

I don’t remember the heart or hopes... such deceit
Do not forgive that odious period that has misled and 
separated us

Separating from the whole group those who were 
in their midst

How my companions were lost, and we became 
lost ourselves after them

Each crossing a mountain, one to the left and 
another right

Where is our family, our beloved, 
where have they gone?

Where is the accompanying friend, 
WHERE am I to him?

Where are those whom I used to see with my own 
right eye?
After them went our obliged prayers and our laws.

Where are those spliced from the world ahead of me? 
Those to whom the world was so wretched?

*W. Flagg Miller is an anthropology student at the 
University of Michigan. Write to him in care of the 
Free Press, Editorial Page, 600 W. Fort St., Detroit, 
Mich. 48226

JOB VACANCY
A national company calls for candidates for the following posts

1. Senior Structural Engineer
• With minimum 7-10 years experience in design and supervision 

of concrete structures.
• Computer knowledge in AutoCAD and STADT. PRO III is a 

must.

2. Senior Survey Engineer
• Experience in building construction.
• Able to use all survey equipment including Total Station.

3. Senior Mechanical Engineer
• Experience in mechanical design of building construction.
• Experience in installation of air conditioning systems, fire alarm 

systems and plumbing system.

4. Executive Secretary
• Full computer knowledge both in Arabic & English
• Professional in Word, Excel, MS Office packages, etc

Fluency in English is required for all posts.

Please contact:- The General Manager
Phone : (01)418772
Fax: : (01) 418775

The American School
At Hadda, Sana’a

WHERE EDUCATION AND LEARNING MEANS A LOT TO US
Invest in your children's education and let them be 

competitive in a global market!
Why register your child?!
Top quality American education in the heart of Yemen
Certified by the Ministry of Education
American and British teachers
Classes from K2 to Grade 12

A wide variety of teaching and learning strategies
Emphasis on TOEFL and SAT required by
American and Canadian Universities 
The use of multimedia and Internet 
Modern methods of teaching in science

Hard working and caring environment
Academic advisor to assist the students in applying to universities
Maximum class size of 15 students
Teacher/student ration 1 to 6In school doctor

Facilities
Two campuses for elementary and high school
Science Lab, Computer Lab, Libraries, Music rooms
Sports Facilities:
Football, Beach volleyball, Basketball
Table Tennis, Workout and Stretching Rooms

How to contact us? Location
Tel: 417119 The school is located on Hadda Street
Fax: 415355 Across from the Hadda Villa Complex
E-mail: American@y.net.ye
Address: P. O. Box 16003 
Sana’a, Yemen

Registrations open Now!

How to Preserve Our Cultural
and Historical Heritage

T
he National Museum in 
Taiz is a national edi­
fice standing as a wit­
ness to an important 
part of our history. 

However, it is now a misery. 
Negligence by the authorities to 
maintain and preserve this important 
building has led to an all-out destruc­
tion of the museum, let alone the 
antiquities and items inside it.
Many tourists and visitors express 
their deep sorrow and discomfort 
over this total neglect; no mainte­
nance to the building, no good and 
proper arrangement of items kept in 
the museum, no good lighting , no 
inventory of the items in the muse­
um, etc.
Concerning these difficulties, Mr.
Abdulkarim Taher Al-Sufi, General Manager of the National Museum in 
Taiz, said “ Originally the National Museum was the house of the Imam 
where he lived with his family. It was rather a simple building. After the 
26 September revolution , this house was changed into a museum. Due 
to the numerous visitors during the past period, there were many prob­
lems. For example, lack of maintenance works of the building resulted 
in large cracks on almost all of its walls. Besides, the building sank to a 
lower level owing to its weak foundations. The General Organization of 
Antiquities, Museums and Manuscripts had already carried out some 
restorations in the building’s south-western side. However, that did not 
solve the problem and was of no use for the whole building is in cry need 
of an all-out restoration.
Articles in the museum are belongings of the Imam including his 
clothes, perfumes, carpets, metal dishes which are scattered and unor­
ganized. Bad lighting and mishandling the display of these materials and 
items may, in course of time, lead to their decay. A look in will make the 
whole thing clear. Every thing seems to be stuffed in a heedless ran­
domly manner. The building also suffers from the limited cleaning 
equipment that are available for the museum. The museum also lacks an 
emergency exits, fire extinguisher, and other means as well.
Mr. Nassr Al-Hadi and Mr. Walid Kasem Mohammed, employees in the 
museum, confirm that the museum is not at all up to the expectations of 
many visitors who more often than not are unsatisfied for various fac­
tors including:
1) Limited number of employees, especially sweepers. Dust has accu­
mulated on floors, lanes, offices, etc.
2) Unorganized display of the items and bad lighting system.
3) Limited financial resources.
4) Lack of transportation means belonging to the museum.
5) Lack of maintenance operations.
6) Non-existence of competent administrative cadre.
7) Deficiency in guarding financial system.
8) The non-existence of an organized administrative system.
Wadah Al-Naktari, a visitor to the museum, said “Museums in Taiz are 
in miserable condition. They are not built according to the international 
standards. They are paid no attention by the authorities. Therefore, many 
visitors and tourists when visiting these museums find so little to see and 
to impress them.”
Mr. Mohammed Musleh, General Manager of the Organization of 
Antiquities in Taiz, said “Our department is still in its infancy period. 
Besides, if we want to make museums meet the international standards, 
this will require a lot of money. Taiz lacks the historical museum and 
social heritage museum. We aim to finance these projects and transfer 
them to a complex of museums. The authority does not pay much atten­
tion to museums. It claims that there are some other services projects 
that need to be funded. However, if authorities do consider and have a 
pragmatic view towards tourism industry, this will mark a turning- point 
in the economy of the country.
Museums are very much important and widely visited by tourists. 
Therefore, if attention, focused on other services, is paid to museums, it 
is certain that the tourist drive will be enhanced. Besides, considerable 
revenues will be gained from these historical monuments.
This great historical heritage is a potential wealth of our country and we 
hope that the Authority will give it the same importance as it views other 
potentials as well.

Imad Al-Saqqaf
Taiz Office
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the case of Al-Thaqafia 
newspaper and its Editor-in 
Chief almost dominated the 
headlines and commen­
taries of Yemeni press last 

week.
The second most important theme has 
been the Jeddah Border Treaty and its 
future impact particularly on internal sit­
uation. Most of other themes dealt with in 
the press are on the armed confrontations 
in some governorates and matters of 
domestic reforms in various fields. State­
run newspapers have this week mainly 
highlighted the 22nd anniversary of pres­
ident AU Abdullah Saleh assumption of 
power in Yemen.
As for news headlines, local press carried 
a variety of them but front-paged those 
regarding internal issues in various 
fields.

Review of the main headlines of this 
week’s Yemeni press:

Six Police Officers Arrested, 
Suspected to be Involved in Serial 
Killer Crimes
Al-Jifri: Let’s Seize Positive 
Momentum of Border Treaty for 
Speeding Up Comprehensive Reform 
Yemeni-Saudi Talks on Finalizing 
Measures of Treaty Implementation 
Deporting African Horn Refugees, 
Continues
The British Youth Family, Denies 
His Being Shot by Brother
Socialist Party: National
Reconciliation, Safe Way to Stop 
Conflicts & Liquidations
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
Condemns Attack Attempt on 
Attorney Al-Mikhlafi
Physicians Deny Salary Increase, 
Minister Confirms It
Information Minister: Looking 
Forward to Institutional Information 
Primary Survey Electoral Awareness 
Yemen Demand to Join WTO

Accepted
Interior Minister: 18 Female Bodies, 
Murders Outside the Morgue 
Decayed "Israeli” Goods in Aden 
Markets
Government Waves Closure of Iman 
University
Ah Seif Hassan: Treaty Won’t Solve 
Yemeni Problems, No Pressures on 
Opposition

- President Saleh Congratulates President 
Hussein on Iraq’s Revolution 
Anniversary
In Response to Protest, Egypt Omits a 
Film Phrase Offending Yemen

Following are excerpts of some main arti­
cles published in some of this week’s 
Yemeni newspapers:

RAY weekly, mouth­
piece of Sons of Yemen 
League (18 July 
2000)has published an 

editorial by its Editor-in- Chief on the case 
and controversy currently raging about Al- 
Thaqafia newspaper. The editorial says we 
refuse any impingement on the nation’s 
constants, most of which the Islamic 
Ideology and denounce any attempt of this 
kind whatever the justifications were. On 
the other hand we refuse that everyone 
allows for himself to be as a guardian and 
randomly throws his legal opinions in the 
face of anyone and whenever he wishes. 
We also refuse to have such legal opinions 
invested to serve some worldly issues very 
trivial if compared to the greatness of the 
subject of deliverance legal opinion.
It is very important that we have a scientif­
ic reference shouldering the responsibility 
of this exalted and serious action, com­
posed of dignified religious leaders. Such a 
body will act as a balance closing the door 
before those who try to make giving legal 
opinion a weapon they draw at the face of 
adversaries.
If such a reference body of legal opinion 
had been available, people would not have 

got divided into supporters and opponents. 
The ranks would have been very close 
against anyone trying to even approach 
from the nation’s constants and sanctities. 
There would not have been any necessity 
to use pulpits for terrorizing people, threat­
ening a person like the minister of infor­
mation or attempting an attack on attorney 
Al-Mikhlafi.

ATTARIQ Independent 
weekly on 18 July 2000 
tackled in one of its arti­
cles the topic of a wide- 

range authority local government as an 
urgent popular demand.
It has said that a local government system 
with wide-range authorities is one of the 
most important factors of the continuation 
of unity and strengthening of the central 
authority. The question of local govern­
ment in our country is a very complicated 
issue connected with a host of characteris­
tics. The most significant of these charac­
teristics is the thinking representing a mix­
ture of dream with reality, a precept 
derived from a philosophy of hereditary 
rule and those linking everything to the 
concept of the centre or the central author­
ity.
The governor appointed by the central 
authority does not care developing his 
governorate and solving problems of its 
population and other vital matters. He does 
not feel that the residents or their elected 
council are watching him and he is 
accountable to them. All what concern him 
is to appease his chief in the first place and 
to achieve what is needed from him within 
the frame of the general policy of the cen­
tral authority.
The law of local government which does 
not stipulate the election of a governor 
should be revised. Moreover the local gov­
ernment system with wide-range authori­
ties has become a popular demand that 
enables finding solutions to the society’s 
crises.

Al-Wahda weekly issue 
of 19 July 2000 dis­
cussed in one of its arti­
cles a question now fre­

quently asked about what else to be done 
following demarcation of borders with 
Saudi Arabia.
The article says that president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh has reiterated his determi­
nation to fight all forms of corruption. 
Despite his incessant calls on the officials 
to rectify conditions, each within the 
framework of his jurisdiction, nothing of 
the sort has been done. Therefore, a surgi­
cal operation is inevitable. The surgical 
operation in quest does not contradict slo­
gans, such as democracy, pluralism and 
human rights.
Those who consider power as an end, 
would accomplish nothing. They would 
only seek how to keep their posts and 
maintain their power. Our people had 
experienced such a state of affairs during 
the rule of Imamate that deprived them of 
the simplest necessities of life. Now time 
has come to turn our attention seriously 
towards the elimination of all forms of 
financial, administrative and judicial cor­
ruption. As an example of social ills is qat. 
We were of the opinion that the new gen­
erations would fight this tree and the habit 
of chewing qat leaves that its consumption 
would be confined to few people. What 
has surprised us is that growing the tree 
has increased and also its trade. Nowadays 
this illness is exhausting our wealths and 
plays a big role in corruption. Taking 
bribes as an aspect of corruption is com­
mitted, among other things, in the name of 
qat.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of People’s 
Unionist Nasserite 
Organization, 18 July 

2000, has dealt with another local ques­
tion. An article titled ” Human Rights in 
Al-Misrakh” says since the forties up to 
date the major topic on agenda of the 
national movement, has been the attain­
ment of reconciliation between the mili­
tary and the citizen. The military are 
looked at as defenders of the people and 
element for security.
Since the 7th of July this year the military 
have been attacking the citizens, killing 

five and wounding seven other. They have 
attacked people’s houses, demolishing six 
houses, a mosque and a school building in 
Matali villages in Misrakh district. The 
said attack was carried out by more than 
one thousand army troops and 50 military 
groups from various military units, it tar­
geted the Matali villages in Sabr mountain. 
Military attacks on citizens have been 
repeatedly waged in Dhalie and Sabr areas 
of Al- Misrakh for trivial reasons and sim­
ple, attributed to the state of behavior in 
dealing with problems by taking measures 
that aggravate those problems.
The state is requested to hasten solving the 
dispute between the citizens and the mili­
tary camps of air defense. It is requested to 
speedily compensate the citizens attacked 
by the military, military camps should be 
removed from cities because they are a 
cause of continuous friction with citizens 
in more than one governorate.
The article maintains that the normal posi­
tions of military camps are on borders to 
defend national sovereignty and territories 
of Yemen. Cities must be under the rule of 
elected authorities. There is no any justifi­
cation whatever for the use of tanks and 
artillery in settling a dispute as that which 
took place between a camp for an air 
defense and citizens of Mattali villages in 
Misrakh.

An article published in 
An-Nass weekly, 17 July 
2000 has discussed the 

problem of brain drain suffered by devel­
oping countries.
Undoubtedly, there is scarcity in number 
of personnel holding higher education 
degrees in many developing countries. The 
scarcity is mainly apparent in migration of 
scientists, doctors and professionals to 
work in Canada, the US and Europe. The 
brain drain phenomenon has been a subject 
of large-scale discussion in the dialogue 
between the north and the south.
There would be no quick economic devel­
opment in the developing countries at a 
time many of high degree holders leave 
their countries to Europe and America. In 
an attempt to diagnose causes of the phe­
nomenon, the article offers certain expla­
nations. It says probably the difference in 
wages is one of the important reasons of 
such migrations. Other reasons may be the 

various mode of life and education and 
employment security.
Whatever the causes may be, this phenom­
enon will continue to exist as long as 
developing countries have not adopted 
policies base on progress and development 
criteria and due respect towards science 
and scientists.

Al-Ihya’ Al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
Party, 17 JULY 2000. 

The newspaper’s editorial has put all the 
blame for the problems in Yemen on the 
backwardness of the judiciary system. It 
says that when we have become convinced 
and acknowledged his fact and that the 
reform of judiciary is essential for any 
progress, there are certain proposals to 
observe.
-The government should devote itself for 
one year to deal with conditions of the 
judiciary.
- Sign contracts with Arab judges to 
administer most important courts in Yemen 
. Along with this we must choose the best 
of our youth working in this field to 
receive training at the hands of those 
judges.
-We have to achieve independence of judi­
ciary via benefiting from both the 
Egyptian and the Lebanese experiments in 
Yemen with effecting modifications 
according to requirements of Yemen reali­
ty.

Ath-Thawri weekly, 
organ of Yemeni 
Socialist Party, 20 July 
2000.

An article published in the newspaper dis­
cussed the concept of democracy, saying 
democracy is a historical fact that could 
not be separated from the people and their 
daily activities.
As much as it is a people’s demand, 
democracy is also an important and basic 
demand in contemporary international 
relations. At present time democracy has 
become connected with activity of world 
capitalist monopolies and influenced by 
their pressure and those of International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank. Thus, 
democracy could no longer be measured 
by large number of political parties or 
much talk about it in media.

Continued from Page 5:
YT Interviews Al-Wadi’i

Q: Reports say that you train them for 
military combat and sometimes send 
them to Chechnya, Afghanistan, and 
Kashmir for Jihad. How true is this?
A: I again stress that this is yet another 
rumor spread to damage our image. I said it 
once and I say it again. Our movement is 
purely to teach the concepts of Quran and 
Sunnet. We are not in any way involved in 
Jihad activities anywhere in the world and I 
challenge anyone who claims the contrary. 
We do not have the time and the facilities 
for Jihad. Anyone who stays with us for 
three days only would see how peaceful 
and different we are than other movements. 
I believe that stubborn people are extreme­
ly difficult to convince. These rumors come 
from stubborn people who do not realize 
what they are talking about. I only call 
them to come and attend one of our ses­
sions and see what we are doing. We do not 
care about what they say any more because 
they have turned to liars.

Q: I repeat again my question regarding 
the number of foreign students you have 
and what their nationalities are.
A: Frankly speaking, I do not know about 
the numbers, however the one responsible 
and concerned with teaching them , Mr. 
Ahmed Al-Wasabi, knows about it. I per­
sonally give three lectures every day. I do 
care about foreigners who come as I do 
understand that they are away from their 
home. Hence, I try to get closer to them 
making them forget their agony of leaving 
their country by interacting with them 
extensively, and teaching the ones who do 
not know Arabic useful words and phrases. 
I concentrate on letting them feel as if they 
are in their own family and that they are all 
brothers.

Q: As for the murder of the British stu­
dent, Hosea Walker. What happened? 
And do your students normally carry 
weapons and are taught how to use 
them?
A: First of all, we do not have any training 
camp and do not train students on using 
weapons, etc. We are only dealing with 
teaching them about Islam, the Holy Quran 
and Sunnet. Even though it is not prohibit­
ed for us to use and buy weapons, we do 
not have the financial resources to go 
beyond feeding these students, how would 
we ever think of buying weapons and train­
ing them. This is ridiculous. However, 

some students get their own guns and 
weapons on a personal basis and we do pro­
hibit their usage in the campus, except for 
certain individuals who are trustworthy and 
would use the weapons for security meas­
ures only. The people who spread the 
rumors about the accident being not an 
accident are the same people who want to 
ruin our image in the eyes of the world. We 
are a peaceful movement working on 
spreading the concepts of Islam in a peace­
ful manner to the students who come from 
everywhere in the world. We offer what is 
more precious than guns, rifles, or even 
tanks. We offer Islamic teaching, Fiqh and 
knowledge about prophet Mohammed’s 
life and acts so that we can follow his steps. 
You can ask any of our students whether he 
prefers knowing about Quran or an expen­
sive fancy weapon, he would definitely 
select knowledge. Why? Because they have 
strong faith, which makes them superior in 
their thinking and acts than normal greedy 
people. Before prejudging these boys 
studying at our institute, I want anyone 
who feels doubt in him to go as a curious 
person, not a spy or journalist, but as a per­
son who wants to know what is going on. 
He will be surprised to see how faithful stu­
dents are holding hands together like broth­
ers, some even better than myself in their 
faith. They keep on praying in the long 
nights, they suffer from hunger sometimes, 
but resist as they have powerful faith that 
adds to their strength in enduring life’s dif­
ficulties. They have shifted from a luxuri­
ous life in their homelands where they were 
uncertain what they were living for, to a 
humble life but with faith, and deep knowl­
edge inside that there is life after death, and 
heaven and hell. They became closer to 
God, and to Prophet Mohammed. What 
else would they ask for? This is what brings 
peace of mind and virtual happiness. I feel 
that it is our responsibility, all of us to 
encourage them and support them in their 
difficult times.
The government knows, as we all do, that 
our movement is a peaceful one. President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh himself knows how 
more than many people even in Dammaj 
about our institutions and its activities. If 
we were a terrorist one, we would have 
been stopped long time back, but we are 
not.

Q: Once again, could you tell us what 
actually happened to the Hosea Walker, 

the British which was murdered recent­
ly?
A: I was in Sanaa when this happened. I 
received a phone call from Ahmed Al-wad- 
abi with the unfortunate news about the 
death of Hosea Walker. I then received 
Hosea’s brother who came to Sanaa and 
explained all what happened. I understood 
that they were cleaning or playing with the 
gun while a person took it and a bullet 
came out of the gun towards Hosea’s chest 
leading to his death. I pray to Allah to have 
mercy upon his soul and have him in his 
heavens. This incident is the first of its kind 
in Yemen, and guns as I said are prohibited 
for the use of unqualified students. 
However, news agencies took advantage of 
it to ruin the image of our peaceful move­
ment and put pressure on the government to 
go against us. The death was a result of a 
pure accident, as there was no hatred 
among any of the students. Unfortunately, a 
UAE newspaper along with several Yemeni 
newspapers produced false reports on the 
story and on our institutions. This is cer­
tainly an act that we feel unjustified as they 
only produced the story with rumors com­
ing from here and there. Why didn’t they 
ask the Saadah security about the incident? 
Why didn’t they go to Dammaj, where the 
accident took place and ask the students 
and witnesses about what happened instead 
of producing something inaccurate? We are 
disappointed and angered with the lies and 
rumors these journalists spread to the 
world.

Q: What is your stand towards the West? 
Do you believe you should launch an 
Islamic holy war against Western coun­
tries?
A: We do not pay attention to the West. We 
focus on our own nation, and concentrate 
on acquiring enough knowledge in our reli­
gion to be strong without giving much 
importance to anything that may distract 
us. The West has developed in industry and 
medicine and other sciences not because 
they left their religion, but because they 
gave more importance to science, which is 
actually what Islam calls for. On the other 
hand, we cannot fight enemies of Islam 
(West) if we do not have the power and 
internal strength in religion and physical 
capabilities. Only when we are truly strong 
Muslims with all military capabilities can 
we begin fighting them. Westerners do not 
have a common belief in their Christian 
religion. Some believe that Prophet Jesus is 
of three, others believe that Jesus is the ulti­
mate God, etc. They may know a lot about 
physics, math, and medicine, however they 

do not know much about their religion. 
This is a drawback that was the main rea­
son for millions of Christians to convert to 
Islam, which is clear and has very specific 
concepts that are common for all Islamic 
movements.

Q: Do you believe you should be fighting 
and waging war against Christians and 
people believing in other religions?
A: If Muslims were ideal Muslims, with 
true understanding and strength in religion 
they would have been superior to other 
non-Muslim nations and would have 
spread Islam quickly all over the world 
with the concept of “become a Muslim, and 
be safe.” Only when Muslim’s are strong 
enough to defeat their enemies who are 
crushing them everyday in Chechnya, 
Palestine, Kashmir, etc. But they are still 
not strong enough in their religions. We are 
currently living in peace with other nations, 
and we do not intend to fight any religion. 
We only concentrate on knowing our own 
religion’s concepts and principles.

Q: What is your viewpoint in regard to 
the latest Jewish visits to Yemen?
A: Prophet Mohammed said, “Take the 
Jews out of the Arab Peninsula” and “Two 
religions can never come together in the 
Arab peninsula.” These two sayings are 
quite clear and we should do with them. I 
condemn these visits, and believe that a 
Jew and Muslim should never live in the 
same country, and can never do so.

Q: How do you evaluate the future of the 
Salafi movement in Yemen?
A: The past of the Salafi movement has 
been full of successes. Hence, I believe, 
with the grace of Allah, that it will contin­
ue to prosper. In the last 10 years, the 
growth of the movement has been rapid as 
it exceeded the Yemeni boundaries, and its 
reputation increased in Europe and else­
where. However, we face difficulties and 
some harassment by some officials in the 
government who attempt to take away 
mosques from the control of Sunnis by 
force. Our movement asks all Muslims to 
go back to the way of life of our blessed 
Prophet Mohammed (SAS). The stories 
and tales of his life have always been of 
great inspiration for all Muslims every­
where. Hence, it is normal to think of his 
life it as the ideal way of living that should 
be adapted to the furthest extent as possi­
ble. Our movement calls to the holy Quran 
and Sunnet. I do not want anyone to follow 
me as don’t see myself fit to be an idol. I 
also do not call to playact the prophet. We 

call to use the prophet as an example, as a 
person whom we should learn from in his 
life, in his acts, and in his submission to 
Allah.

Q: How do you see democracy, plural 
political and party-oriented system, and 
freedom of press and expression, etc.?
A: We look at these tools as no more than a 
seductive approach imposed on Muslims 
by the USA to weaken them. Allah in may 
of his verses in the Holy Quran explains 
that the Islamic nation should keep its soli­
darity along the rope of Allah. I do not 
believe that such a system is better than the 
one taught in Islam. Today, we can see how 
political parties are favoring their own 
interest over the interest of the nation. We 
are ready to cooperate and work together 
with all Yemeni sectors for the sake of the 
country. However, we are willing to do that 
under the theme of Islam and not under the 
propaganda of democracy, etc. In Islam 
there is nothing such as appreciating the 
viewpoint of a person if it is against Islamic 
regulations, in the sense for example that if 
a person thinks that drinking should be 
allowed, this should never be adapted as a 
means to setting new rules and guidelines 
away from Islam. This is actually the first 
step in weakening the Islamic nation, as it 
is almost like a horrible nightmare that 
should be stopped before it turns to a reali­
ty. Our system should be Islam, and it has 
all the rules and regulation to organize our 
lives in the best way possible.

Q: What is the relationship between you 
and the authority, and do you suffer 
from any pressure on a personal or gen­
eral basis?
A: The authority is not in any way nega­
tively affected by our movement. We 
always warn against violence and slaughter 
of innocent people. We also warn them 
from disobeying their rulers because this 
will cause chaos and disrupt life. I do not 
say this in favor of the state, but rather 
because our religion asks us to obey our 
rulers as long as they do not go out of the 
context of Islam. Apart from that, we are a 
peaceful group which brothers no one and 
interferes neither in the state’s nor in other 
groups’ business. Whenever we feel pres­
sure, we hold ourselves strong and stay 
patient until the difficult times are over. We 
do sometimes face pressure from individu­
als from the government who have author­
ity and crack down on our mosques with 
dozens of soldiers. But we never respond. 
We stay patient and continue our mission. 
If we are taken out of our mosques, we will 

still continue our sessions even in the street 
under the sunlight. This in itself is an evi­
dent of strong faith and we will definitely 
be rewarded by Allah for it.

Q: Do your students coming from other 
countries face any harassment or distur­
bance?
A: The only students who suffer from pres­
sure and are always chased by authorities 
are the Libyan students whom I pray for 
often. Even though I offer these students all 
the support I can, when the police securities 
come into my mosque or house, I still will 
not face them with violence. I will never 
raise my rifle to them. All I will do is be 
patient and pray to Allah for the difficult 
times we go through. Other than the Libyan 
students, all the rest foreign students from 
the UK, the USA, Indonesia, and other 
countries are welcome and exercise their 
rights normally. They are given resident 
permits and live peacefully in Yemen.

Q: How close have you come to a conflict 
with the state, and are there any students 
of yours in the state’s prisons?
A: We have neither positive nor negative 
relations with the state. We live peacefully 
and exercise our duties without interfer­
ence with the government whatsoever. 
However, the statue sometimes asks us to 
submit our Libyan students, which I con­
sider my sons to them. We resist to the 
extent we can by saying this is injustice and 
should be stopped. We fear that if we sub­
mit the Libyans they will suffer in their 
custody. As for us, as Yemenis, we will be 
patient and submit ourselves for any rea­
son, but we feel it is too harsh and injustice 
to send foreigners as they may be treated in 
an rude manner.

Q: Do you face any harassment from 
other tribal or religious movements?
A: We do face harassment from some reli­
gious and political movements, but we 
never care and give attention. We keep our 
patience, and continue to believe in what 
we are doing. We consider these groups 
Muslims and do not accuse them of infi­
delity. However, we hope that they would 
treat us the same way. Every Muslims is 
sacred. His honor, life, and belongings are 
all sacred. Hence, we never attempt to 
cause any Muslim any harm, whatever his 
religious, political, or ethnic backgrounds 
are. We have the sufficient will and 
strength to endure these distractions with 
patience and faith, and we know that we 
will be the virtual winners of Allah’s bless­
ings and mercy.
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Causal Connections Between 
Education and Investment

Dr. Abdulaziz 
Al-Shawafi

T
he term “investment
atmosphere” refers to the 
conditions and circum­
stances in which any 
investment takes place. It 

also implies the impact of these situa­
tions, negative or positive, on 
prospects of success of investment 
projects. The expression also includes 
political, economic, social and securi­
ty conditions and circumstances 
besides legal, organizational and 
administrative frameworks.
Availability of a proper climate for 
investment is considered an essential 
condition, but not a guarantee for suc­
cess of any investment process.
During the period 1975-1995, Arab 
states achieved considerable success 
in surmounting obstructions in invest­
ment through efforts in structural and 
economic reform policies. That result­
ed in a noticeable improvement in the 
investment climate. Despite these suc­
cesses in economic policies, move­
ment and trends of Arab investments 
are still behind Arab aspirations.
Causal relations between the educa­
tional level and the efficiency of tak­
ing investment decisions based on 
realistic experience have to be ana­
lyzed in the context of the latest, 
remarkable economic progress which 
East Asian countries have achieved, 
popularly known as the “East Asian 
Miracle”. Different studies on this 
experiment have indicated that invest­
ment in education played a major role 

in increasing efficiency of investment 
in various production fields in those 
countries. The splendid development 
in the technology of information and 
media led entrepreneurs in advanced 
countries to urge upon their govern­
ments to take practical steps to 
encourage building up of international 
societies of information. This move 
intensified efforts to revitalize educa­
tion as a natural gateway to promote 
the people’s potential to cater to the 
needs of the society. The appeals for 
this purpose were made not only to the 
governments of the developing coun­
tries but to those of the advanced 
countries as well whose educational 
system is more progressive. That is the 
reason why computers, information 
nets and CD head readers constitute an 
integral part of daily activities of giant 
companies and huge government insti­
tutions; but they are rarely employed 
at educational institutions despite their 
inherent advantage as educational 
aids.
East Asian countries’ experience indi­
cates that development model based 
on the state’s selective intervention in 
economic affairs leads to tremendous 
results in development. Importance of 
such a model consists in the selective 
intervention of the state in investment 
in the field of forming human capital 
via government spending on education 
at all stages.
In Yemen, the last four decades have 
witnessed sizeable expansion in the 
public sector and improvement in the 
state’s economy as a result of a num­
ber of factors and increase in oil rev­
enues, together with a boosted confi­
dence in the efficiency of the state and 
its public sector especially after 
September 26 and October 14 revolu­

tions. The state has modified its pro­
duction structure and has pushed 
ahead its development process which 
both the Imamate and the period of 
colonization had blocked. The basic 
issue, however, did not relate to a 
dialectical differentiation between the 
public and private sectors.
The choice of the public sector was 
perfectly logical and had its clear jus­
tifications. Besides its commonly 
agreed role as in generating the 
national wealth (viz. oil revenue), it 
was capable of coping with trends of 
development plans and supporting 
sustainable development, administra­
tive funding and marketing services 
with a view to developing expertise in 
new sectors, which the private sector 
could not manage then. However, the 
most dangerous problem facing 
Yemen has been illiteracy. Therefore, 
the state is accountable for providing 
required cadres and, at the same time, 
developing infrastructures and basic 
services, especially education includ­
ing higher education and scientific 
research. The public sector still con­
tinues to be in charge of strategic 
affairs backed by a sound administra­
tion. On the other hand, the limited 
size of the existing private sector calls 

upon the government to accelerate the 
pace and quality of administration of 
the sectors.
While adopting a comprehensive eco­
nomic and administrative reform poli­
cies, the Government should reconsid­
er ways of using outputs of foreign 
and local scientific and research insti­
tutions by offering better salary and 
wage scales, granting them moral and 
financial support, improving their liv­
ing and social conditions and so forth. 
The government should also ensure a 
suitable scientific environment for 
growth and optimization of talents of 
such groups for building a national 
pool of human resources.
The absence of sustained efforts to 
harness the brain power for promotion 
of national efficiency commensurate 
with the needs of development, and 
under utilization of their talents has 
encouraged their migration in quest of 
better amenities. This phenomenon 
would certainly obstruct the process of 
social development and lead to retar­
dation in efficient performance of 
duties at universities and scientific 
research institutions, which constitute 
vital and significant sources for feed­
ing and supplying policy-makers with 
information, statistics, political, eco­

nomic and social analysis for a bal­
anced development.
Compared to some Arab countries the 
percentage of illiteracy in Yemen is 
over 60%. The number of Yemeni 
graduates in 1994, compared to the 
Arab in countries according to the 
UNDP, is 0.2 per 1000.
In view of the prevalent shortcomings 
in the field of scientific research in 
Yemeni universities, dependence on 
overseas expertise is currently the 
only available option for years to 
come.This necessitates increasing 
financial allocations for scientific 
research and higher studies, making 
full use of the huge potentialities 
available in Arab and friendly coun­
tries and utilizing the relevant interna­
tional programs.
This underscores the importance of 
scientific research in Yemen. In order 
to provide a congenial climate it is 
essential to accelerate economic and 
administrative reforms which could be 
achieved through:-
1 - the creation of specialized research 
centers and providing them with high­
ly qualified scientists and researchers, 
2 - encouraging overseas education 
making it relevant to solve the prob­
lems of Yemen at the grassroots level 
3 - mobilizing financial support to 
meet the expenditure on researches 
undertaken by our scholars-which 
include gathering information, prepa­
ration of researches, typing works, as 
well translation works in case the 
research was prepared in a non-Arab 

country,
4 - allocation of funds for students’ 
travels,
5 - formation of specialized commit­
tees for research in various aspect of 
economic, political, social and admin­
istrative importance under the control 
of the Minister of Education. Each 
committee would prepare a budget for 
the funds needed,
6 - making it obligatory for scholars 
abroad and inside to a condition that 
the subject of their research should 
relate to some aspect of the country’s 
scientific, economic, social, political 
and administrative progress,
7 - activizing private universities 
which by and large lack the simplest 
fundamentals of higher education and 
scientific research with poor teaching 
staff and poor research and lab equip­
ment. It is a mere commercial trend 
and the State has to intervene in 
reviewing the role of these universities 
and laying rules and regulations to 
improve the quality of higher educa­
tion and scientific researches at these 
universities,
8 - coordination in and integration of 
the activities of these universities so as 
to benefit the society in finding solu­
tions through scientific research. None 
of these universities exploit the poten­
tialities available with certain institu­
tions, corporations or Projects through 
organizing training courses during 
vacation. I suggest that the Higher 
Board of Universities takes this point 
into serious consideration.

A Towering Yemeni Figure
"T

 he Yemen of today 
has got rid of the 
Imam’s rule in the 
North and the colo­
nization in theSouth. Then, the revolution and unity 

took place. The country could make laud­
able strides in the developing process 
including education, 
communication, health 
and improving the liv­
ing condition of the 
people. Yemen has also 
improved its relations 
with the outside world. 
However, it is still a 
long way ahead to 
establish the modern 
country which is based 
on institutions and the 
rule of law and order, a 
country that is based 
upon security Workshop 
and stability and respect 
for human rights. It is 
still a long way ahead to get rid of the 
dominance of the tribe, weapons, Qat, and 
the piles of rubbish that have accumulat­
ed in towns and countryside.”, said one of 
the greatest Yemeni writers, Mr. Mohsen 
Al-Aini, in his first book titled “Battles 
and Conspiracies against Yemen”. 
However, in his new book titled “50 Years 

in Quick Sand, My 
Story with the 
Establishment of 
the Modern 
Country” consist­
ing of nine chapters 
with 267 of the 
middle size pages,

he explained how the 
national struggle was 
started, the story of 
the 26 September 
revolution, Khamer 
Conference, 
November 5 upris­
ing, national recon­
cihation, internation­
al relations, relations 
with the Southern 
part of Yemen, June 
13 Movement and the 
art of diplomacy. The 
book is considered to 
be a treasure for the 
Yemeni as well as

Arab library.
The book deals with the rich political and 
diplomatic experiences of Mr. Muhsen 
Al-Aini through 50 years during which he 
had assumed different national posts 
including in the prime minister and for­
eign minister. He was also Yemen’s 
Ambassador to USA.
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1. What to say

GETTING TO KNOW ABOUT A JOB VACANCY
Bassam: Assalam Alaikum, Hisham. Nice to see you 

after ages.
Hisham: Wa-alaikum Assalam, Bassam. I’m glad to 

meet you, too. You just disappeared 
immediately after the exam was over and the 
holidays started. Where had you been?

Bassam: Well, I left for my village soon after the 
summer holidays started. Came back to 
Sana’a only this morning. How about you?

Hisham: I managed to get here a part-time job as a 
translator. So, briefly went to my village, but 
returned within a week to join my new job.

Bassam: I am very pleased to hear that. Is it a 
permanent job?

Hisham: Yes. Of course, however, I’ll be put on 
probation for a period of six months. 
Thereafter, my employers would consider 
making my posting regular. During the period 
of probation I shall have to work on a part time 
basis.

Bassam: What are your duty hours?
Hisham: I have been asked to join the second shift, that 

is from 4 afternoon to 7 in the evening.
Bassam: That’s very convenient timing, isn’t it? You 

can attend your college in the morning as 
usual and earn while you learn.

Hisham: Insha Allah. My employers have agreed to 
allow me to continue in the afternoon shift 
until I complete my studies next session.

Bassam: They are very generous, aren’t they?
Hisham: Yes. of course, they are. Would you like to 

apply for a position in the same organization?
Bassam: I’d love to. Is there any probability of a 

vacancy?
Hisham: I think so. Only the other day, the chief asked 

me if I knew someone with good knowledge 
in English for another post of a translator 
which is likely to fall vacant in a couple of 
weeks. One of my colleagues is leaving for 
India for higher studies. I was indeed thinking 
of you. If you agree, I might put in a word to 
the boss about you.

Bassam: That would indeed be very nice of you. I 
agree.

Hisham: Very well. Be in touch. I shall inform you as 
soon as I come to know about the vacancy.

Bassam: I will. Thank you so much.
Hisham: Not at all.

Points to note:
after ages: is an informal way of saying ‘after a long 
time’.
managed to get: means ‘I was successful in my efforts to 
get’.
Probation: an initial period in a new job where 
employee’s conduct, abilities, qualities etc. are tested 
before he is finally accepted for a position.
shift: period for which a group works. Example: ‘day 
shift’, ‘night shift’ etc.
put in a word: say something on behalf of somebody. 
nice of you: an act of kindness on your part
be in touch: to stay close to someone so as to get 
necessary information without delay.

II. How to say it correctly......
Correct the errors if any. in the following sentences:
1) Dr. Abdullah's command over English is the most 

excellent.
2) Even his next relations did not come to his help in his 

misfortune.
3) Little knowledge of house building proved useful to 

me.
4) There is no fewer than two liters of milk in the jug.
5) He is happy because he has the few cares.

Answers to the last week’s questions:
1) Neither brother has passed.
2) This article was published in the last issue.
3) Many a worker was arrested for shouting slogans.
4) The porter told me the he would not accept less than 

one hundred riyals.
5) Neither spoke.

Note: Both cannot be used negatively.

III. How to express it in one word:
1 agree or admit the truth of.
2) highest point of development, or perfection.
3) properties of a hall that make it bad, good, etc. for 

hearing speeches, music, etc.
4) give a legal decision that somebody is not guilty of an 

offence.
5) bitter words, unpleasant argument, manner, language.

Answers to last week’s questions:
1) accustom oneself to a new climate: acclimatize
2) helper or companion in wrong doing: accomplice
3) perform, finish, successfully a task: accomplish
4) make or become greater in number or quantity: 

accumulate
5) a person who is first at something: ace, pioneer.

IV. Find a synonym for the words 
underlined in the following sentences:
1. a) India has a polyglot population.

b) A high level team has been sent to appraise the 
damage caused by floods.

2. Which of the following two refers to a disease? 
appendix - appendicitis

3. What is the plural forms of the following words? 
appendix, daughter-in-law, syllabus, curriculum

Answers to last week’s questions:
1. a) a slice of bread

b) a sliver of wood 
c) a wad of cotton 
d) a segment of orange 
e) a clod of earth

2. a) share prices have depreciated considerably. 
b) The headmaster was very unappreciative of 

my hard work.

V. Quotable Quote:
“Genius is infinite painstaking”

William Longfellow

YOUTH FORUM
Come Back Yesterday
Oft I sit in solitude 
Thinking about yester­

years.
How innocent, how 

minute
Was the heart, thing to thing so sheer.
Now I call upon my past;
To renew my present,
To give me a chance for the last,
To live the life which was to be

meant
For, now I am lost,
Lost in the world of my own.
Counted the never-to-be -counted 

life’s cost.
Now for the life missed, I regret and 

moan.
But, now I will redeem, 
Redeem my bound life and soul 
And to fulfill my last wish, I pray
I pray to Him,

Who will help me find my way 
I pray ‘Come Back Yesterday!’

Sunaina Vijayan
C\O K.K. Vijayan, 
Embassy of India, Sana’a

Students and Universities of Yemen
Universities are considered to be the 
principal institutions to provide stu­
dents with energy and creativity. They 
have the responsibility to ensure 
development for a better future.
Unfortunately, our universities are not 
doing their job properly. Here in this 
context I would like to focus on some 
of the difficulties and problems facing 
us which is weakening our spirits. Let 
me mention some of these problems 
facing the universities of Sana’a.
We notice that reading is pretty rare 
among the general students of the 
English department , partly because 
presumably our library is full of old 
books and most of them are without 
any value, and partly because of the 
students themselves. When they are in 
the library they prefer to read Arabic, 
not English books. My question is why 
the students prefer to read Arabic 
although they are in the English 
Department?
How can we improve our level in 
English without reading?!
We don’t have a language laboratory 
in our colleges in order to improve our 
pronunciation.
Our college doesn’t offer opportunities 
in order to develop students’ potential. 
We have to issue bulletins, organize 
graduation ceremonies, organize 
sports competitions like football, vol­
ley ball, basket ball, chess, etc.
I hope our college will help us as 
much as it can.
Yahya Mohammed Ali Al-Sanani 
College of Education, Mahweet

Education Officer of Mahweet to YT:

“A Teacher is like a father whose job is to 
guide and correct any flaw in students”

N
o educational reform is 
ever possible without the 
committed involvement 
of educational planners, 
policy formulators, the 

middle level administrators as well as 
others the people responsible for the 
actual implementation of the policy 
framework. It is this cadre of officials 
who oversee the working of the edu­
cational machinery keeping in view 
the grassroot realities, and as such ful­
fill a profoundly significant role in the 
field of educational administration.
Mr. Ahmad Rizq Al-Surmy is one of 
the leading members of the cadre of 
educational administrators who has 
been working towards revamping the 
secondary level educational system in 
the governorate of Mahweet for the 
past few years. In order to share some 
of his insights and experiences, Dr. 
Ramakanta Sahu, Anchor of 
Education Supplement, Yemen Times 
met him in his official chamber in 
Mahweet and with the help of Khalid 
Ali Ali Al-Quzahy interviewed him. 
Excerpts:

RKS: What is the exact nature of 
your responsibilities?
ARS: I am entrusted with the task of 
supervising all the curricular and 
extracurricular aspects of secondary 
level education in the governorate of 
Mahweet. Besides this general super­
vision I also coordinate formulation 
of plans and policies in cooperation 
with other officials.

RKS: What difficulties do you face 
in promoting the standard of edu­
cation in the high schools under 
your administrative control? How 
do you overcome them?
ARS: The most formidable difficulty 
in terms of infrastructure facilities is 
that most schools do not have their 
school buildings. A considerable 
number of schools who have their 
buildings suffer from lack of proper 
maintenance. Some of the very old 
buildings call for immediate repair 
and renovation work. We have 
apprised the Ministry of Education 
about the situation and have requested 
for necessary financial aid.

RKS: Is there any special mecha­
nism to specially ensure qualitative

teaching of English in the high 
schools?
ARS: Admittedly, English teaching 
has a low profile in Yemen because of 
the low social priority accorded to 
this enterprise. However, in view of 
the importance of English language 
for a vast majority of our students, we 
try our best to professionally equip 
the teachers. It is, of course, up to the 
teachers to make best use of their 
teaching talents, and teaching aids to 
transmit the skills of the English lan­
guage to students..
RKS: What measures do you adopt 
to increase the professional aware­
ness of teachers?
ARS: At the beginning of every aca­
demic session, we hold a review 
meeting after receiving relevant data 
from the schools about the quality or 
professional competence of the teach­

ers. In the meeting we try to sort out 
problems, if any, and motivate and 
encourage teachers to do their best in 
helping students build up competen­
cies in English. Some in service-train­
ing programmes, though not on a reg­
ular basis, are organized to give them 
an update on the latest teaching 
approaches, methods, techniques and 
so on.

RKS: Is there any provision to con­
tinually evaluate the curriculum, 
syllabus, text books and assessment 
techniques in schools to make them 
more relevant to the changing 
social needs?
ARS: There is a separate agency 
under the administrative control of 
the Education Ministry which is 
known as ‘Curriculum, Researches 
and Educational Development cell” 
that is responsible for preparation of 
the syllabi, including the English syl­
labus, and recommend text books. In

case we find something grossly inap­
propriate, we refer it to the appropri­
ate cell for review and modification, 
if necessary.

RKS: It is reported that some 
teachers illtreat students and give 
them severe corporeal punishment 
which is against our professional 
ethics. What steps would you con­
template to prevent such cruel and 
inhuman practices?
ARS: There might be some casual 
incidents of that sort, but they are not 
so serious as they are made out to be. 
As I said before, every school has its 
own management headed by the head 
master who has the full authority to 
deal with problem at his level.. In 
most cases, such problems end with 
some sort of a compromise between 
the parties concerned. However, if 
such a problem comes to us, we insti­
tute an inquiry into the alleged inci­
dent and in the event of a teacher 
being found guilty, action under the 
provisions of law are duly initiated 

against him. I do not think 
that teachers of today treat 
their students badly as 
some teachers from out­
side Yemen. Of course, a 
teacher ought to remember 
that his job is not merely 
to teach. He is the father 
whose job is to guide and 
correct any flaw in stu­
dents, so that students are 
attracted to the educational 
process and not repelled 

by it. That is the surest way to crown 
the educational process with success.

RKS: There is no public library 
facilities in Mahweet to help culti­
vate reading habits among young 
children. How can this handicap be 
removed?
ARS: Until now it has not been possi­
ble for us to provide a public library 
in the area. However, I’m optimistic 
that it may become a reality if the cir­
cumstances are favorable.

RKS: Anything more you would 
like to add?
ARS: I’d like to thank Yemen Times 
for evincing interest in the education­
al scenario at the grassroot level. I’d 
like also to thank you Dr. Sahu and 
Mr Al Quzahy for taking the trouble 
to come to our office and holding the 
interview. I’ll be glad to offer any 
services for improvement of educa­
tion in Mahweet. Thank you.

A Visit to Mahweet
Bhim S. Dahiya
We left the city of Sana’a at eight, 
When the sky was spotless like a slate, 
Once out of the city’s winding streets, 
We ran into the hills pretty straight.

We went up and down the winding road, 
Scaling the hills’ shoulders high and broad, 
Crossing on the way every now and then, 
Green fields of Qat, spread along the road.

We crossed hosts of houses atop the hills, 
Looking like flocks of birds tipped with hills, 
With sheep, goats, children playing below, 
When they had plain spaces under the hills.

Reaching at ten beside the tallest peak, 
Covered with clouds very dark and deep, 
We got a glimpse from the vantage point

Of the tower - tops crowning the town Mahweet.

We received warm welcome in the college hall, 
Surrounded by structures short and tall, 
Boys and girls, like the beds of flowers, 
Filled the room of the new college Hall.

They recited scriptures, sang welcome songs, 
Both in the familiar and foreign tongues, 
They heard our hoary and learned lectures, 
The Dean gave prizes for essays and songs.

Thanks-giving ceremony was rather moving, 
Teachers and students all together showing 
Their gratitude to the guests for their visit 
To visit the silent, small town, still growing.

Though our visit to Mahweet was short 
We shall forget not the most glorious shot 
The college had so well slotted that day, 
Giving us rich memories never to rot!

Understanding Literature (Part I)

Dr. P. A. Abraham 
Sana’a University

I
n the age of science and technol­
ogy the student of literature may 
well hesitate, wondering 
whether this vast and ill-defined 
territory which he proposes to 

explore has any use at all.

What is literature?
In the broadest sense of the term, liter­
ature is anything that is written. 
However, there is a difference between 
using words merely to give informa­
tion and using them with the intention 
of conveying a feeling, and attitude or 
a state of mind. So, literature as far as 
we understand the term, is writing 
which expresses or communicates 
some kind of emotions, thoughts or 
attitude towards life. In other words, 
here we are not concerned about litera­
ture in an all embracing sense, but we 
may accept the expression ‘imagina­
tive literature’ which would enable us 
to decide what we are talking about.
It has generally been held that there is

some sense in the statement that ‘liter­
ature is a mirror upon which the reali­
ties of life are reflected’ or to use 
Hamlet’s expression, literature should 
‘hold the mirror up to nature’ or as 
Matthew Arnold said of poetry, it is a 
‘criticism of life’. In other words, we 
expect a poet, a novelist or a dramatist 
to pass on to us some feeling or idea 
which we at once recognise as being 
either actually or potentially a part of 
our own experience. So, good literature 
can only come out of genuine human 
experience. It is the quality of experi­
ence, its intensity and vividness from 
which good writing comes. Literature 
also makes us absorb the experience of 
others as well, and so we become what 
Francis Bacon called ‘a full man, toler­
ant, understanding and perhaps wise’.

The Language of Literature
Literature is made of language and the 
sue of language is indeed a meaningful 
activity. A creative writer uses vivid 
imagery and evocative comparisons in 
order to stretch language to its limits. A 
work of literature can evoke many pos­
sible meanings and interpretations by 
relying on various connotations and 
meanings of words and images. In

short, a writer of literature enables the 
readers to see the possibilities of lan­
guage and move beyond the factual 
account of an event. See, for example, 
how William Wordsworth uses lan­
guage in the following lines from his 
poem “Composed upon Westminster 
Bridge”.
This city now doth, like a garment wear 
The beauty of the morning; silent, bare, 
Ships, towers, domes, theaters, and 
temples lie
Open unto the fields, and to the sky; 
All bright and glittering in the smoke­
less air.

Here, Wordsworth does not present a 
picture of London that is scientifically 
or sociologically correct. But, he com­
pares the city at dawn to a person wear­
ing a beautiful garment and creates a 
striking image that has its own kind of 
truth, and image that enables the read­
ers to participate in the imaginative 
experience of the speaker. The city, tra­
ditionally the antithesis of nature, is 
“open unto the fields, and to the sky” 
and hence it is part of the nature. By 
using an interesting comparison, the 
poet conveys the unity of the city, 
nature, and himself - and idea that is 
not easily communicated.

Part II next week.
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Seminar Organized by the Consultative Council,: 

“Yemen and its neighbors, from border 
conflict to agreement and companionship”

w
ith the motto 
“Yemen and its 
neighbors: from 
border conflict to 
agreement and

companionship”, the Consultative 
Council (CC) successfully concluded a 
3-day seminar held during 17-19 July 
2000. The seminar, which was 
presided over by Mr. Abdulaziz 
Abdulghani, Chairman of the CC, 
praised the government’s peaceful 
approach in resolving border disputes 
with neighboring countries. It dwelt 
upon the second stage of cooperation 
and understanding. “Now that we have 
resolved the disputes with our neigh­
bors we should move on to the stage of 
cooperation and companionship” Mr. 
Abdulghani said.
Several working papers were present­
ed at the seminar. Many of the papers 
focused on the future aspects of rela-

tions particularly 
with Saudi 
Arabia as it is the 
most potential 
partner in 
Yemen’s trade 
and economy. 
The participants 
agreed on the 
need to spend 
more effort on 
revitalizing the 
economy rather
than focusing on any other sector such 
as military, politics, etc. They reiterat­
ed the importance of activating NGOs. 
The participants presented papers con­
centrating on three main issues:
1- Historical issues and the experience 
of resolving border conflicts peaceful­
ly: papers presented by Saleh 
Basurrah, Seyyid Mustafa Salem, 
Abdullah Ahmed Ghanem, and Saeed 

Yafi’i.
2- Legal aspects 
of the border 
issues: papers
presented by 
Hussein Al- 
Hubeishi, Ali Abu 
Haliqa, Dr. 
Abdulwahid Al- 
Zindani.
3- Future aspects 
of cooperation 
and partnership: 
papers by Dr.

Jalal Faqira, Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi, 
Dr. Khadiha Al-Haisami, Dr. Ahmed 
Al-Kibsi, Dr. Mohamed Al-Sabri, 
Mahmoud Sagiri, Noman Mohamed 
Al-Milhi, Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Sofan. 
Following the presentation of the 
papers, there was an animated discus­
sion session concerning the future 
aspects of the relations. The speakers 
answered a barrage of questions about 
the border agreement and how justifi­
able it was to Yemen, and those about 
the papers presented.
It is expected that this seminar will be 
a starting point to strengthen the bilat­
eral relationship and cooperation 
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia in 
particular and other Gulf States in gen­
eral. The government’s decisions to 
cut military budget is also seen as a 
positive step towards increasing confi­
dence between Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia, and is excepted to benefit the 
two nations neighborly countries.

Graduates of The College of Engineers: 
Looking Into Future With Worries

The College of Engineering celebrated last Wednesday the grad­
uation of the 2000 batch consisting of 183 students. The gradu­
ation ceremony was held at the Studies And Research Center in 
Sana’a. The batch included 120 electrical engineers, 40 civil 
engineers, 11 architectural engineers and 12 
mechanical engineers. It seemed that the 
college was less preferred by women for 
they only formed 10% of the graduates.
Although happy, with smiles drawn on their 
faces, the graduates could not hide their 
worries about future prospects. What next? 
was echoing in their minds.
Instead of expressing happiness, ambitions 
and optimism about future on their gradua­
tion day, they had a lot to complain about. 
They felt dismay at the absence of the col-

lege administration in the ceremony. They 
haven’t been cooperative, they said.
Graduation projects of some of graduate 
students are still incomplete due to lack of 
facilities. Laboratories of the technical 
institutes are better equipped than those of 
our college, complained some of them.
Students complained about references, 
most of which are written in English. 
Unfortunately, a few know English. More 
efforts are required to get little information 
from such references.
What worries them much is the fact that 
more than 50% of the graduates of previous 
batches, after being unable to get jobs com- 
patible with their specialization, were help-

lessly obliged to work in different domains. As 
we are in Summer, they hoped that private com­
panies and technical institutes would offer them 
a chance to practice what they had learned.

As far as girls are concerned, they joined the college confident­
ly despite their families’ objections. These also have to look for 
any kind of work opportunities even if they were beyond their 

area of specialization.
Civil engineers have a better 
chance to work in the domain 
of their specialization for they 
can run a joint office.
As the governmental offices 
close their doors to the new 
graduates, these have to look 
for other ways to earn their liv­
ing.
They hope that there will be 
enough opportunities for them.

Appeal for Humanitarian Help 
by US Consul in Sana’a

I had had a car accident ten years ago and went pulmonary surgery in Sana’a 
and Jordan. But now I feel pain and sometimes suffocation.
Due to this I arranged a treatment at Georgetown University Medical Center 
in the USA with Dr. Eric Anderson.
I presented all the necessary documents and personally appeared at the 
American Embassy Consular Section on the 22nd of July 2000 to obtain an 
entry visa, but to my dismay, the official concerned refused to offer me the 
visa.
I have reserved an appointment with the medical center in Washington and 
have even assured the center that the fees will be fully paid.
At present, I am in a critical condition suffering suffocation I fear it may 
worsen. The official might have suspected the fax being sent from Asia 
Telecom Center. I used this center because of frequent power failure in 
Sana’a and to avoid delay. Besides, I have asked the Medical Center from 
USA to send the said official a fax so that he becomes satisfied about the 
needy the situation.
At last, I would like to thank the official for his excellent dealings, though 
he denied me a visa.
Finally, I hope that he will reconsider my case and enable me to travel 
before 3/8/2000 to undergo the treatment which help me to lead a named, 
healthy life.
I hope he will appreciate my situation.

Al-Shaikh Abdulwahed Al-AwadiAl-Mikhlafi about the Jeddah Treaty:

“ The outcome of Jeddah Treaty is that the 
Yemenis shall become a besieged people. ”

I
t would have been better if we 
invited a jurist on border issues 
and a geologist to this sympo­
sium to discuss the Jeddah 
Treaty.I believe borders are not the main 

issue. What is going to happen to the 
treasure which has been taken away? 
What is the fate of the minerals in Rub 
al-Khali Desert which we got nothing 
of?
In my opinion those who tried to have 
positive impression about the treaty 
from the view point of Yemen’s inter­
est... have perceived it from a wrong 
perspective.
As far as the historical moment in 
which the accord or the treaty was 
signed, ...in my view, this is not really 
historical moment. Because the inter­
nal weakness of Yemen made it unable 
to stick to its rights securing our polit­
ical and economic interests. The treaty 
has effected an unfair division. 
Naturally this historical moment has 
not enabled Yemen to uphold its rights. 
The second point is the claim that the 
international laws do not take histori­
cal rights into consideration. The fact, 
according to my perception of these 
laws do not ignore such historical 
rights at all for fixing borders. For 
instance the time-stretch during which 
colonization was found in Africa had 
practically obliterated states with bor­
ders from the old history.
Had Yemen taken this example, it 
would have been in its interest. 
Therefore, to say that the international 
law does not take historical rights into 
consideration is not true at all. Border 
accords are still based on the criteria of 
the international law. Of these criteria 
one is the historical rights. That is the 
historical existence. Out of these crite­
ria comes the wealth and its ramifica­
tion. In other words, unpopulated 
areas like Rub al-Khali.... this is taken 
on the criteria of right to wealth; sub­
sequently Rub-al-Khali is jointly 
inherited by all surrounding states. 
The world has shared equivalent of 

continents and more. For example the 
North Pole has been shared between 
the surrounding states despite the seas 
and oceans which separate them. Thus, 
wealth in this area, has become jointly 
inherited by nations surrounding this 
isolated, but rich areas. There is anoth­
er criterion that is of the populace and 
its inclination.
The positive remarks made by the 
speakers over this treaty, from my 
point of view, is absolutely baseless. 
It is a weak position in the treaty. It has 
no basis at all. Any agreement not 
based on truth means that rulers have 
disposed according to their tastes; it is 
not a treaty. In other words disposition 
was according to the desire of the 
rulers. Normally, a State represents 
sovereignty; but sovereignty is actually 
for societies. Any power to dispose 
which does not preserve rights 
becomes disputable in the future. To 
say that sovereignty does not exist any 
more because globalization has can­
celled it, is not correct at all in as far 
as borders are concerned. The notion 
of sovereignty is required to be relin­
quished during the globalization 
process which is entirely a different 
subject. That process means opening 
your borders only for goods and that 
you encourage foreign investments and 
allow them the freedom of investment. 
You cannot handle investments. Thus 
State’s role is diminished in its devel­
opment resolution; but this does not 
mean that the State has relinquished its 
borders. I have not heard about it 
although I have a keen interest in glob­
alization. I see that what the speakers 
believe to be positive in the treaty, 
from my view point, is totally nega­
tive.
It is noted that no-one touched the 
issue of southern and eastern border. I 
do not know whether it was an uncon­
scious esoteric reflection that the pres­
ent government alone has the right to 
dispense with what concerns North 
Yemen or was it so because all speak­
ers hail from the North and that what 
concerns them is the northern part of 
Yemen alone. I really do not know . 
From my point of view the issue of 
eastern and southern borders was very 
important in as far as wealth, future 
and stability in the Arabian Peninsula

are concerned, because stability alone 
does not give way to fraternal rela­
tions through languages and orations 
and the like. Stability comes into exis­
tence through real potentials of the 
nations which amalgamate in this area 
through its existence. As far as Taif 
Treaty is concerned, the fact, from my 
view point, is that if we look for justi­
fications, and if we have to accept the 
de facto and if we look into the extent 
of right to negotiate.....these are
absolutely different matters. From my 
legal point of view, we do not support 
seizure of land be that even in the case 
of an ordinary citizen.....so what do
you think of a land of a State, sover­
eignty and people? First of all any 
seizure shall be subject to dispute. It is 
known that Yemeni lands were cap­
tured during a war.
Secondly, in the light of international 
laws and according to my understand­
ing of this law — the treaty basically is 
never a border treaty. It is a treaty of 
cooperation; because there never exists 
an interim border treaty; subsequently, 
this transitory situation, according to a 
legal stand, is subject to alterations and 
further understanding. This was the 
main point of weakness for the Saudi 
Arabians that is why, no sooner did 
they perceive Yemen’s weakness after 
the 1994 War they came to snatch from 
the Yemen an acceptance of Taif 
Treaty. Had the Saudi Arabian side 
been in a strong position, it not need 
have done so. The memorandum of 
Understanding signed in 1995 after the 
war, in fact, in itself was adopted as a 
sort of simple delusion. I say : this 
relinquishing of land by Yemen is not 
because we do not have the legal pre­
text; but the de facto has come in the 
light of the internal situation of Yemen 
and the attitude of its government. I 
say: this new treaty is confined to bor­
der only; because all concessions men­
tioned in the 1934 Taif Treaty does not 
exist whereas the new treaty is not 
legal. The outcome of Jeddah Treaty is 
that the Yemeni people shall become 
besieged; this is because one part of the 
Peninsula contains wealth whereas the 
other part has been given as a charity. 
This in the future shall have its impact. 
Perhaps this Treaty won’t solve the 
border problem. Therefore, from my 

point of view, as a future concept, the 
treaty shall face three main points. The 
treaty has not served our purposes. For 
Saudi Arabians the weak points are:-

1. This treaty is baseless in as far as 
basis of division between the people.....
basis of rights (which still stand in the 
international law) and realization of 
these rights are concerned. I do not 
believe these could be changed unless 
a big power shall revoke the borders.

2. The mode of expressing Yemen’s 
determination. I do not know whether 
the government, through this treaty, 
intends to find ways for future claims 
or whether this mode was practiced as 
a result of fear and anxiety.
As far as the question of support and 
forcing people out into the street and 
the political parties to support the 
treaty without knowing its contents — 
as arranged either by the government 
or, perhaps, by Saudi Arabia which is 
believed to have Tong hands’ in put­
ting pressure on political parties — all 
these mean the absence of determina­
tion. Any contract between individuals 
which loses the criteria of freedom of 
determination is doomed. In future 
this will be one of the access that dis­
position in realizing the treaty was not 
with the prior permission or determina­
tion of the Yemeni people. As if to say, 
the Yemeni people were coerced.

3. The wealth. We observe that Yemen 
was given mountains and populated 
areas whereas Saudi Arabia retained 
the areas of wealth for itself. Such 
areas start from lands forcibly occu­
pied, right from the eastern region 
down to Rub al-Khali. To these were 
added the ‘wealthy areas’ in the sea 
and to be more precise: blocks 24 and 
25 which went to Saudi Arabian side.

Both the Yemeni and Saudi Arabian 
people are keen to reach peace and 
partnership in life and wealth in the 
area. Therefore the government is 
urged to revise this treaty for the sake 
of stability and peace. One part should 
not be rich while the other part keeps 
begging charities. Without this there 
will not be any peace at all in the near 
and far future.

Do you have a heart to help?

T
 alents are not restricted only to healthy people. They can also 

be found among those who are handicapped. These handi­
capped persons challenged their disabilities and became bet­
ter than some ordinary people who are handicapped by idle­
ness and non- perseverance.Handicap has a strong impact when it is found in children whose parents 

are not able to treat them due to their strained economic conditions. A case 
in point is Jamal Mutaher Abdullah, who is the focus of this article.
He is 6 years old from Al-Makwa village, Al-Sselow, Taiz governorate. He 
started his life like other children in the village. However, signs of his clev­
erness were distinguishable in Jamal. He used to memorize all he head 
especially the Holy Qura’an which he started to memorize at the age of 2. 
He used to do that despite the fact that he had not up till now joined pri­
mary school.
Jamal’s peaceful life went on until he became four years old where a catas­
trophe befell him. He fell down from the roof of their house in the village 
causing him encephloma. He also suffered from fainting bouts every now 
and then. Eventually this led to loss of his sight.

Jamal’s village lacks all the basic facilities
and services like other villages in the coun­
try. There are no health services in the vil­
lage and if at all it exist the state of ignorance
and neglect ruin the whole thing.
Jamal suffers a lot from the consequences of
that incident. Sitting with him for some time
will make anyone stunned by his clev­
erness. You will feel that you are sitting with a
well-experienced old man.
Yemen Times inter- viewed him and his
father to shed some light on his handicap and
the difficulties he faces.
Jamal’s father has many children. He works in the Housing Office with YR 
5000 per month. This salary could not meet even his family’s basic needs. 
He could not bear the expenses of Jamal’s medication. He says “I have tried 
all ways. However, to no avail.”
Jamal pleads for help. He asks those benevolent people and NGOs to sup­
port him with expenses for sending him abroad for treatment.
Regarding what he feels, he said “At night I feel that I roam to another 
world. Besides, my condition at night is better than that during the day. 
During the day I feel disturbed and I can never concentrate. At night I feel 
that I roam into the sky and I meet different creatures with whom I talk all 
the night through until dawn.
Jamal’s case is one of the many talented but handicapped cases whose fam­
ilies are not able to treat them.

By Yasser M. Ahmed
Yemen Times

Help a Seafaring Man
Captain Saleh Saif Assaf - Jordanian national 
- lost his merchant ship during the 1994 war. 
He was imprisoned with his blind son at the 
Fat’h prison. Now he has no means to go back 
to Jordan. He appeals to all people of benevo­
lence to help him and his son.

Do you have a heart to help?

Whoever wants to donate can send a note to:

Attn. Saleh Assaf
P.O. Box 2579

July 24th, 2000



ANTIQUITIES SITE 700,000 YEARS
OLD DISCOVERED IN LAHJ

L
ahj Province is consid­
ered one of the Yemen’s 
richest areas with histori­
cal tourist attractions, 
especially in abundant

antiquities. Despite lack of funds, 
negligence and irresponsible actions of 
some people, works continue for 
attracting tourists through excavations 
and unearthing of antiquities here and 
there in the province. So far 120 antiq­
uities sites have been discovered in the
province.
During the past five years due attention have 
been drawn to the basic factors of tourism 
industry in this province especially that the 
government is working for raising the standard 
of tourism industry throughout Yemen.
Yemen is reputed for its ancient civilizations; 
but regrettably most of the historical sites rep­
resenting those civilizations in some provinces 
are neglected, and here we specifically men­
tion the province of Lahj. The real problem lies 
in the big quantity of
findings and lack of 
potentialities, a matter 
creating difficulties for 
to the Public 
Antiquities Board.
Antiquities relating to 
stone and bronze ages 
have been found in Al- 
Ri’aare’ area of Lahj 
which was at one time 
capital of Al-Zari’ya 
State.
Antiquities & Museums
Office (AMO) in Lahj is a scientific-cultural 
center. It offers its visitors and researchers his-

torical and cultural information. The Office 
contains antiques dating back to 1,500,000 
years and stone articles collected during exca­
vations in Tour-al-Baha district. These date 
back to mid-pleistoceic and almost paleolithic 
(7,000,000-125,000 B.C.) ages as well artifacts 
dating to the bronze age (1500-950 B.C.).
The real treasure of antiquities was discovered 
at Sabr, which lies on the coastal strip. At an 
area of 6 x 1,5 square kms a temple, a palace 
and a wall were found but we are searching for 
the main graveyard of the city. Parts of these

sites have been repaired. This site lies in the 
pre-historic to present time Sabr. Here the site

of “al-Afyoush” was also found. Inscriptions 
of Sabaeans and Qatabans dating back to the 
end of second century and third century and 
mid of second century B.C. to first century 
were found here. The first lot of inscriptions 
contained ( a man’s head, a hand ,five women 
carrying pots, a lion hunting its prey, a camel, 
and an arch ) and the articles contained lamps 
and pots. The soil here is 4000 to 6000 years 
old but the clay pots date back 1500-900 B.C.. 
Large quantities of these findings are being 
displayed at international exhibitions held

annually as part of our activities in this respect. 
A joint German-Russian team is carrying out

excavation works. It has already dis­
covered a site composed of 17 his­
torical places of various historical 
periods and the site of the main port 
of Sabr was also located.
AMO Director General, Mr. Musleh 
Ali Ahmed Al-Qubati, in an inter­
view with the Yemen Times said that 
his Office has an annual work plan. 
This includes preservation of antiq­
uities and manuscripts found in the 
process of excavation works or sur-
veys. The plan also includes repairs. 

But the most important plan is to find possi­
bilities for opening more museums.
Mr. Qubati disclosed that excavation works, 
for one season only, at Kharbat-Hadeem in 
Al-Hed area of Yafa’ proved the site to be “a 
very important city” where a temple and 
archaeological designs were excavated.
When asked how Sabr site was discovered, 
Mr. Qubati replied:- “ As you see this area is 
full of clay works in huge quantities. It 
would appear that this site was actually a cen-

ter for clay works which 
were exported and sold 
back in the year 1500 
B.C.
Speaking about the diffi­
culties which confront 
him, Mr. Qubati said: 
“These are numerous; but 
the main difficulty is 
transportation. Without it 
we are unable to visit 
antiquities’ sites. 
Allocations are poor; but

response from citizens is really encourag­
ing.” In this regard, he said that cooperation

and coordination is being 
sought with international 
organizations.
Mr. Qubati concluded by 
saying that on September 
4 this year, the German- 
Russian team shall start 
excavation works at “al- 
Qahyu” site in Khor 
Umaira area where many 
a site have been discov­
ered including the main 
port dating back to 
1,000,000-1,500,000 
years.
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