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WAR OF WORDS RESUMES
The war of words between the two strongest 
parties, the General People’s Congress (GPC) 
and Islah, resumed with strong momentum last 
week. Al-Thowrah official daily lashed an 
offensive criticism last week against the 
Yemeni Congregation for Reform (Islah, the 
biggest Islamic party in Yemen). In its editori
al, the paper accused Islah of extremism, incit
ing problems in society and using Islam as a 
slogan to achieve its own personal interests.
The newspaper said that Islah's refusal of the 
merging of the scholastic (religious) institutes 
serves only the interests of a group of crooked 
officials in the party who benefited from the

budgets of these institutes. The paper said 
Islah's attack on the government and the 
Ministry of Education, which accused it of 
minimizing the time of the Qur'an classes in 
the school, aims to preserve the interests of 
those people who have exercised a sort of 
thought terrorism against society and have 
launched figures in Islah itself.
The newspaper also strongly criticized the 
statement released by the Shura Council of 
Islah at the end of a three-day routine meeting. 
The statement of Islah appealed to President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh to prevent the deterioration 
of the education state in the country, consider-

ing the government's measures against the 
scholastic institutes a crime and a step towards 
abolishing religious education, which achieves 
the the interests and demands of the Zionists 
and their voices in Arab countries.
The statement called upon the government to 
stop its economic policies that brought more 
sufferings to masses, demanding it undertake a 
clear policy to curb poverty and a policy that 
follows the Islamic Sharia.
It also criticized the government's policy with 
regards to investments and foreign loans.

Cont’d on P2.

بخير وأنتم عام وكل مبارك، رمضان
Security Measures 
Intensified in and 

around Sana’a
The Ministry of Interior started an aggressive 
campaign last week to intensify security in and 
around the capital, Sana’a, in order to monitor 
and crack down on security breakdowns in the 
city, defining specific access and outgoing 
routes to the city. Sana’a has been a good place 
for tribesmen to settle their scores, mainly trib
al vengeance. It appears that this measure also 
aims to prevent terrorists, kidnappers and 
other lawless people from entering the capital, 
as most of the kidnapping incidents, which 
President Saleh denounced earlier as terrorist 
acts, have taken place in the capital.
Reliable sources told Yemen Times that last 
week’s visit of a Jordanian military team was 
meant to assist the Yemeni security authorities 
in applying advanced schemes to monitor 
main routes into the country and main cities 
which would enable them to crack down on 
terrorists and other outlaws.

No Casualties in Explosion 
at Canadian Nexen Site

The bomb that exploded last Wednesday in the 
oil vulcanizing center of the Canadian Nexen 
oil company in Hadramaut caused no causali
ties, but resulted in slight damage to some of 
the cars parked near the office. The explosion, 
which took place in al-Musilah area, 140 km 
away from the exporting port in al-Shehe’r, 
coincided with the presence of the company’s 
Vice President for Oil and Gas Affairs, who 
paid a visit to Yemen last week.
The Yemeni police in Hadhramaut refused to 
comment on the incident. Reliable sources 
said that Canadian Nexen moved most of its 
foreign staff to this place after the September 
11 terrorist attacks in the USA, believing it to 
be the most secure place. The sources added 
security was tightened around the building.
The exploded center built by Canadian Nexen 
provides services to three oil companies in the 
area: the French Total, the British Dove and 
D.N.O. Yemen produces around 480,000 bar
rels of oil per day.

President Saleh to 
Visit the Netherlands

Sources close to the Yemeni presidency said 
that President Ali Abdullah Saleh will be vis
iting the Netherlands by the end of this 
month.
The sources added that the President will dis
cuss with the Dutch Prime Minister bilateral 
relations, as well as the ongoing events relat
ing to the Palestinian cause and Afghanistan, 
in addition to the efforts to fight terrorism on 
a worldwide scale.

The government of the Netherlands is one of 
the most important donors to Yemen. It annu
ally offers generous support for different 
aspects of development in the country.
The President’s visit will also cover the USA 
and some European countries. Saleh is 
expected to meet the US president George W. 
Bush at the White House on November 27. 
He is also expected to meet other high-rank
ing US officials.
The US Ambassador to Sana’a, Edmund 
Hull, had earlier left Yemen for the US to pre
pare for Saleh’s visit.

To Prevent the Flow of Terrorists
YEMEN SUSPENDS ACCESS VISAS TEMPORARILY
Official sources at the Ministry of Interior said 
that Yemen decided to temporarily suspend 
issuing access visas to the country at Yemeni 
airports. The 26 September newspaper, 
mouthpiece of the Ministry of Defense, con
firmed this news and reported that the govern
ment has halted the issuance of access visas to 
Yemen at airports and other main routes for 
three months to all nationalities. The paper 
said that this new system would be applied 
beginning last Saturday and that it aims to pre
vent the leakage of terrorists or suspects flee
ing Afghanistan. According to this new sys
tem, people from the USA and the EU coun
tries who were given this facility will now 
have to get an access visa to Yemen from

Yemeni embassies in their respective coun
tries.
This comes after official sources denied two 
weeks ago the reports of the termination of 
giving access visas at the airport, which has 
resulted in speculations of whether the gov
ernment did or did not suspend access visas. 
Yemen has carried out stiff measures against 
people suspected of having links with Osama 
bin Laden and has arrested a good number of 
them. Since 1996, Yemen has also deported 
over 14.000 Arab Afghans who fought against 
the Soviet occupying forces in Afghanistan. 
Most of these mujahideens also fought against 
the Yemen Socialist Party’s forces in the 1994 
Civil War.

Oman Celebrates National Day
The Sultanate of Oman marked on November 18, 2001, the 31st anniversary of its 
independence. Oman has made great strides since Sultan Qabus Bin Saeed 
assumed power, as Oman has been able to achieve remarkable progress within just 
a short span of time.
The Sultanate of Oman gained international recognition due to the wise policies 
adopted by Sultan Qabus regarding the different international issues. Moreover, the 
Oman national economy has been able to adopt with the different international eco
nomic variables as Oman has adopted an ambitious plan that extends up to the year 
2020. Celebration this year has been coupled with celebrating environment owing 
to the efforts exerted by Oman in this domain. The prize of Sultan Qabus for 
Environment is just an example of the care rendered by Oman for environment.

Heavy Sentences Against 
25 Highwaymen

The penal court of Sana’a passed a sen
tence against 25 persons accused of 
murder and other organized crimes. 
Sources at the court said these high
waymen committed several crimes, the 
last one being the murder and robbery 
of a person one year ago.
They were sentenced to death. The 
fourth was tried in absentia, as he is 
still at large. Two others were sen
tenced to the amputation of their hands. 
Mohammed Ahmed Saleh was sen
tenced to 10 years at Mabkhut Dosan 
and Daeed Jardan. The other 15 per
sons who are still at large were each 
sentenced to four years in prison.

Two Yemenis Stand 
Trial in the USA

Saba News Agency revealed that a hearing for a case 
filed against two Yemeni aviation students in San 
Francisco, USA is to be held next Thursday. According 
to 26 September Weekly, Yemeni Defense Minister 
Abdullah Ali Elewa said, "Two Yemenis studying avia
tion in the United States are to stand trial for charges that 
are as of yet unknown."
The two students, identified by the newspaper as N. 
Assanabani and W. Sabra, were initially detained based 
on illegal immigration status, but according to SABA, 
"The case later turned into political charges of an 
unknown nature." San Francisco judicial authori
ties told the students' lawyers that the first hearing 
is to be held on Thursday and that the alleged accu
sations would be spoken of during the hearing.
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Words of Wisdom
Yemen is probably among the lowest countries 

in the world in terms of qualified manpower.
Yet, Yemen is rapidly losing its top cream of 
skilled personnel. It is a horrendous flow of 

brain drain. Whatever the indicators, whatever 
the testimony and support of our friends, this 

outflow of all kinds of manpower, notably the 
skilled group, is telling a sad story of bad 

government. As the saying goes, 
“People are voting with their feet. 
They are leaving the country.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-
1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
“No Development 
without Security”

Y
es indeed. There could be “no development 
without security and no security without 
development,” a sentence I quote from a 
speech of H.E. Edmund Hull, US Ambassador 
to Yemen during the seminar organized by 

Yemen Times more than two weeks ago.
The truth in this statement is undeniable. It reflects thorough 
experience and understanding of the conditions that arise as 
consequences of others. I have heard it from many business
men. “We cannot invest in this country unless there is true sta
bility and security,” they say. And they are right!
If you cannot guarantee your rights because of the lack of 
security or because of an inefficient or corrupt judicial system, 
then how can you invest in the country? Unfortunately, we are 
in a time in which insecurity has caused businessmen to 
refrain from investing and some donors from donating. It is 
about time that the government gives the issue of security the 
attention it deserves. This cannot be accomplished by placing 
checkpoints for inspecting vehicles and people. It can only be 
accomplished once there is respect for the law. Only when the 
rich and poor, strong and weak, all abide by the laws and reg
ulations, will we be able to establish security and hence pros
per.
President Saleh had said it many times. Prime Ministers of 
consecutive governments have also confirmed it. Without law 
and order, we can neither have security, nor will we prosper. 
Just today, I have witnessed more than three traffic violations 
committed by different vehicles belonging to the army and 
tribesmen, while the traffic officer was merely watching. It is 
obvious that he was afraid of confronting those powerful indi
viduals, who see themselves as above the law.
This scenario repeats itself everywhere in the country and in 
different circles. The law seems to be implementable only on 
the weak, while the strong are most of the time exempted. 
This calls for serious reconsideration of our system of gover
nance and study: why those things are happening, why the 
government is seen to be so weak by the public, and why 
some figures still see themselves as above the law.
This phenomenon reflects itself clearly on society in having 
some tribesmen continue to carry their weapons in cities and 
to kidnap foreigners. How many times have tribesmen kid
napped foreigners and then are let go after tribal mediation 
and arbitration? I have heard of true stories of some who even 
became government officials.
To put it another way, in Yemen, tribalism can sometimes 
overpower the law, which results in a situation of lawlessness 
and disrespect for the constitutional regulations. Hence, secu
rity problems continue to exist and to grow in number and in 
impact.
Hence, it is only logical to see that lawlessness leads to inse
curity, and insecurity leads to more backwardness.
This is exactly what we don’t want. This is what we oppose 
and hope the leadership can bring an end to. And I believe that 
this is what the ambassador meant by saying that there could 
be “no development without security.”

I hope our officials get the message!
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YJS Launches Solidarity Campaign with 
Palestinian Journalists

The Yemeni Journalist Syndicate (YJS) 
launched last Wednesday, a solidarity cam
paign with the Palestinian journalists at the 
Press Center in Sana'a. Chairman of the YJS 
and Head of the Palestine Committee of the 
Arab Journalists Federation. Mr. Mahboob 
Ali, delivered a speech in which he stressed 
that the Palestinian issue has entered a dan
gerous turning point in its history.
Mr. Na'aym al-Tuyassi, Chairman of the 
Palestinian Journalist Syndicate, expressed 
his appreciation of the stance of Yemeni jour
nalists and people, who have been always on 
the side of the Palestinian people. Mr. al- 
Tuyassi also declared the establishment of a 
press center in Jerusalem so as to play a role 
in supporting the Palestinian cause, adding 
that the starting point of this center was from 
Yemen through raising donations for the 
Palestinian people. On his part, Foreign 
Minster, Dr. Abu Bakr al-Qirbi, condemned 
in his words, “the Israeli terrorism” and

stressed the necessity of making Israel adhere 
to international law, adding that the govern
ment committee has so far raised roughly YR 
600 million for supporting the Palestinian 
people.
Similarly, Mr. Waleed Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf 
delivered a speech on behalf of the independ
ent newspapers in which he stressed the 
important role that the Arab media can play 
in communicating the views of Arabs, partic
ularly in the wake of the September 11 
attacks. Mr. Waleed al-Saqqaf also highlight
ed the role of the official media in reporting 
the views of the public about the current 
events in the Middle East in ways that favor
ably influence the US public. "Yemen Times, 
as a weekly English paper, tries vigorously to 
report the Israeli atrocities to the whole 
world," Waleed al-Saqqaf added. Yemen 
Times donated YR 200,000 to the Palestinian 
journalists, while the YJS is still collecting 
donations, which presently total US$10,000.

General Corporation for Salt Awarded
The Golden Prize for Quality was awarded to 
the General Corporation for Salt last 
Tuesday, November 13 2001. The celebra
tion was organized in the building of the cor
poration. The General Manager of the 
Foreign Ministry Office, Mohammed Al- 
Azzani, awarded the Golden Prize to the 
General Manager of the Corporation. 
Abdulrahman Hassan Abdullah. Mohammed 
Al-Azzani delivered a speech focusing on 
the activities of the corporation and the 
development of salt production in Yemen, 
specifically in Aden. The prize was awarded 
to the corporation because of its high stan
dards of quality and for being the first corpo
ration to iodized salt in Yemen. The corpora-

tion has conducted several changes in tech
niques and the ways of work and could pro
duce between 120 to 150 thousand tons. The 
corporation's exports from January to 
October, 2001 totaled 41 thousand tons at the 
cost of YR 144,271,000. The General 
Manager of the Corporation, Abdulrahman 
Hassan Abdullah, added that the corporation 
has been looking for new markets for salts to 
be exported to. It is expected that the sales of 
the corporation will reach between 40 to 60 
thousand tons per year. He pointed out that 
the corporation has successfully achieved 
great benefits.
The corporation was founded in 1886 and it 
was awarded the Bronze Prize in 1989.

Yemeni-Russian Friendship 
Association Holds a Party

The Russian Embassy in Sana'a organized a 
party in cooperation with the Yemeni-Russian 
Friendship Association under the motto 
"Long Live Peace and Friendship Between 
Our Countries." Students of the Russian 
School in Sana'a performed many Yemeni and 
Russian songs and folk dances.
The party was attended by Mr. Abdullah al- 
Bashiri, President’s Secretary-General and 
Chairman of the Yemeni-Russian Friendship 
Association. Abdulwahab al-Ruhani, Minster 
of Culture, a number of officials from the 
Ministry of Interior and Yemeni students who 
studied in the former USSR.

Old Script of The Holy 
Quran Sold at YR 3 Million 

An unknown Yemeni person sold an old script 
of the Holy Quran said to be written by Al- 
Imam Al-Mutwakil Ismael bin Al-Kasem on 
gazzele skin at 3 million rials. It was reported 
that the buyer came to Yemen aboard a private 
helicopter.

A Letter to the 
Minister of Interior

I was totally shocked at 
seeing a Lieutenant 
Colonel, named 
Mutaher al-Shweibi, 
said to be the Director 
of the 8th Security 
District, dealing dozens 
of blows and kicks to 
fruiterers in Beinon 
Street, al-Asbahi City 
last Wednesday.
Stopping to watch what the man and his fol
lowers were doing, neither me nor my car 
were away from his kicks and vulgar words 
that I could not believe were uttered by an 
educated police man.
It is disgusting to see such brutal acts 
against peaceful men in a country that 
claims to be protecting and respecting 
human rights and dignity. Such behavior 
does not agree with human values and civi
lized norms.
Strangely, the policeman claimed to be 
doing his 'dirty' job to persuade people to 
keep the city clean.
Since this behavior represents the Minister 
of Interior, we urge upon the Minister of 
Interior, Dr. Rashad al-Alimi, to save peo
ple from similar savage actions and to hold 
accountable the above mentioned police
man and his followers for what they did.

Mohammed Sallam al-Asbahi

Interior Minister, 
Dr. Rashad Al-Alimi

Sultan Al-Buhra’s
Representative Arrives

Sultan Buhra, Mr. 
Salman Rasheed, the 
representative of Mr. 
Burhan Addeen arrived 
in Yemen after a short 
visit to India. He is 
going to pursue some 
foundation stones which 
have been laid a few 
months ago.

2 Yemeni People Abducted 
in Sana'a

A group of armed men belonging to the 
Dhobian tribe last Thursday abducted two 
people in Sana'a in the Assafia area and took 
them to the Dhobian tribe, 120 km southeast 
of Sana'a. This kind of abduction has come 
about as a consequence of disputes between 
the Bani Dhobian tribe and the Southern Zone 
Commander-in-Chief.

Continued from Page 1
WAR OF WORDS 

RESUMES
The Islah expressed concern over the free
dom and human rights issues, criticizing 
official media (TV) for showing immoral 
scenes. Islah asked the government to adopt 
transparency in dealing with important 
national interests, and spell out its attitude 
towards the political and security agree
ments between Yemen and the USA. The 
statement also condemned the participation 
of Yemen in the ministerial conference of 
the WTO in Doha that was attended by 
Israel. It also criticized attacks on both the 
USA and Afghanistan, condemning listing 
the liberation and resistance Lebanese and 
Palestinian organizations as terrorist. It 
called for supporting the Afghan people and 
dialogue among civilizations on the basis of 
cooperation.
The Al-Sahwa, mouthpiece of the Islah 
Party strongly criticized the state-owned Al- 
Thowrah Daily. This media war between the 
two parties over the scholastic institutes, 
which were supported by Islah figures, has 
worsened the relationship between the two 
parties.
The two parties have undergone tremen
dously tense relations during the local elec
tions that were held at the beginning of this 
year, resulting in a war of words and an 
exchange of accusations through their 
mouthpiece newspapers.

8 Killed During September 11
Incidents and 30 in Aftermath

Reliable sources told YT that eight 
Yemeni people were killed in the 
September 11 attacks in the USA. 
Similarly, the Yemeni citizen, Tarek 
Saleh Ahmad, has been escorted to his 
final resting place after he was killed 
following the US incidents. He was the 
third of the victims in the US who fell 
prey to harassment. The Chairman of 
the Immigrants Corporation said that

Yemenis have been greatly affected, 
and between 2500 to 6000 Yemenis do 
not know what their fate will be. Due 
to recent incidents, the majority of 
Yemenis who have entered America as 
visitors have families in Yemen who 
are worried about their fate in the US. 
They are afraid of being dismissed 
from their posts because they sustain 
their families in Yemen.

A Special Week-end
In the Haraz Mountains

Al-Hajjarah Tourist Hotel 
and Restaurant

Come to rest, Come to dance 
Come to walk, Come to Al-Hajjarah

2 hours drive west from Sana’a

Traditional Yemeni Food
Lunch and Dinner of Thursday
Night and Breakfast
Lunch of Friday

Only $15 per person

For reservation: 
phone 460210 / fax: 460211

GALI LEO
YEMEN

Galileo Yemen is committed to 
providing pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 hours 
for all travel agents, individuals, oil 
companies and trade companies 
through the Internet, with training 
course, free of charge.

For further information, Please call us on:
Contact: Tel +967 1 264732 or 240700 & Tel/Fax 

+967 1 264733
E-mail: NDC@y.net.ye

Or SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
mailto:ytaden@yjiet.ye
mailto:NDC@y.net.ye
mailto:SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com
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Ambassador of Pakistan to the YT:

“In the ultimate analysis, it is the Afghan people who 
will have to work for national reconciliation”

N
o doubt the develop
ment of the terrorist 
attacks against 
Washington and New 
York put Pakistan in a 

very critical position. Being torn 
between the American pressure to 
support attacks on Afghanistan and 
that of a significant portion of the 
Pakistani public, Pakistan seems 
forced to make every effort to strike 
a balance between the two. To have a 
clear vision with regard to 
Pakistan's present situation and its 
role as a major player in shaping the 
future of its neighboring country, 
Afghanistan, with the aim of found
ing peace and stability in the Central 
Asia region, the Editor-in-Chief of 
the Yemen Times interviewed 
Pakistan's Ambassador to Yemen, 
who on his part responded to a num
ber of questions raised by the paper. 
The following interview gives 
Pakistan's regional and internation
al perception of the whole situation 
in addition to clarifying the relations 
between Pakistan and Yemen and 
also means and ways of promoting 
them.

Q: How do you assess the results 
thus far of the US-led and Pakistan- 
supported strikes against 
Afghanistan?
A: Let me first say that there may have 
been assumptions. However, anybody 
who knows anything about Afghan his
tory will admit that Afghanistan is not 
a piece of cheese. Rather it is a 
labyrinth with a minotaur lurking at 
every turn. Having said that, it is clear 
that Afghan people are tired of warfare 
and want peace. There is difficulty in 
achieving this objective because 
Afghanistan is fractured at present. 
Nonetheless, these are extraordinary 
circumstances and it is quite possible 
that the pressure may get the kind of 
coalition that the international commu
nity has been calling for. The neighbors 
and other important powers should 
help facilitate this process. But in the 
ultimate analysis, it is the Afghan peo- 

ple who will have to work for national 
reconciliation. It is something which 
can only be done by the Afghans them
selves.

Nothing can be propped up from out
side. If efforts are made to impose one 
group or another in Afghanistan, as we 
have said, it will not bring peace to 
Afghanistan. Some observers had this 
assumption in the past that the Taliban 
were propped up by Pakistan. Now 
everybody can see the fallacy of that 
assertion. This is for the Afghans, first 
and foremost, to work out to bring 
about a broad-based government.
This also happened earlier, when in 
1992, under pressure of circumstances, 
they agreed to a political arrangement. 
The Afghans themselves were able to 
put together some accords. 
Regrettably, later these accords were 
not honored. At present also there are a 
number of processes simultaneously 
taking place, and we hope for their suc
cess and a positive outcome.

Q: Despite Pakistan's clear call for a 
halt of the strikes during the holy 
month of Ramadan, the USA 
pledged to continue. Does Pakistan 
intend to go on supporting the USA 
in its strikes against Afghans even 
during Ramadan?
A: We have made our position clear, 
and that is done at the level of the Head 
of State. Our President's statement on 
this account is very clear - that there 
should be no operations during the 
month of Ramadan, because that 
would certainly cause anxiety and 
aggravate sentiments of Muslims, not 
only in Pakistan but throughout the 
Islamic world. The sanctity of the holy 
month of Ramadan is observed 
throughout the Islamic world. 
Therefore, we would emphasize that 
the sentiments with regard to the holy 
month of Ramadan should be respect
ed.

Q: How can the Pakistani govern
ment cope with the mounting anger 
of the Pakistani public due to the 

increasing casualties among Afghan 
civilians?
A: Our government's decision to sup
port the international anti-terror cam
paign was based on principles. 
President Musharraf before taking this 
bold and wise decision extensively 
consulted all cross-sections of people, 
intellectuals and religious leaders, 
because of the domestic sentiments 
opposed to the requirements of action 
in Afghanistan against the terrorists. 
The government has taken a consider
able stance which had the support of 
the vast majority of the people. The 
objectives of the US-led strikes are to 
target the terrorist camps inside 
Afghanistan and those who are harbor
ing them. However, the killing of inno
cent people during this campaign is 
highly regrettable and mounting pres
sure in Pakistan as well as in other 
Islamic countries, which is certainly a 
cause of concern for us as well. Since 
the majority of the people in Pakistan 
supported the government's decision, 
the government is fully in control of 
the situation in Pakistan.

Q: It has been reported that the 
Pakistani government failed to stop 
thousands of Pakistanis crossing the 
borders to fight with the Taliban. 
What is the impact of this on 
Pakistan-US relations?
A: Pakistan's position is very clear on 
this. We would not want any Pakistani 
to be going inside Afghanistan. We 

have also asked the Afghan govern
ment and the Taliban leadership that 
they should not have any Pakistani as 
part of their military efforts or part of 
their forces, and they should not have 
them in their training bases etc. This is 
not the position we have taken now, 
this is a position that we had taken 
quite some time ago and we have been 
emphasizing this position after the 
adoption of Resolution 1267, which is 
almost one and half years old now. So 
that position continues to remain the 
same and we maintain it.

Q: Why did Pakistan stop giving 
visas to Yemenis? Is this out of fear 
that some Arab Afghans in Yemen 
could travel to Pakistan in an 
attempt to join the thousands to fight 
with Taliban?
A: Pakistan’s government has not 
stopped issuing visas to Yemen nation
als. Study and visit visas are being 
issued after fulfillment of procedural 
formalities. All genuine businessmen 
who intend to visit Pakistan are also 
being issued visas after production of 
necessary business documents.

Continued on page 14
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Afghanistan vs. Terrorism 
of Globalization

Abdullah Sallam 
Al-Hakimi

T
he September 11 attacks 
on New York and 
Washington DC were just 
horrible humanitarian 
atrocities. The whole 

world and the Arab and Islamic world 
in particular condemned these actions 
which killed many 
innocent civilians 
including Muslims. 
Such attacks and 
their consequences, 
that is the formation 
of a global coalition 
to fight terrorism, 
the mobilization of 
military forces in an 
unprecedented 
manner and the 
continued brutal 
attacks against 
Afghanistan, go 
way beyond simply 
re-drawing the 
international map. 
Now, it seems that 
the US-led war 
against the so- 
called terrorism
will not be limited to Afghanistan, as 
reported by some senior US officials. It 
will indeed be expanded to include oth
ers parts of the world. Surely, the cur
rent situation will shape new global 
and regional policies. These will 
change and develop in ways that help 
in re-drawing the new political map of 
the world in light of the policies 
imposed by the military and economic 
powers. What is happening now and 
what will happen in the near future will 
not be a simple war against wide inter
national gangs suspected with terror
ism or violence. But, it is a wide-scale 
operation to establish a new world

order. In fact, what is happening now is 
a prelude for a new global order to be 
established on the remains of the for
mer world order which came out after 
World War II.
As for the Islamic organizations oper
ating in the Arab World such as 
Hizbulah, Abdullah Salaam al-Hakimi 
states, “Hizbulah is a legitimate 
Islamic party that works within the 
scope of the Lebanese political system 
and that derives its legitimacy from the 
legitimacy of the Lebanese regime.

Moreover, Hizbulah is a political and 
cultural party having a good reputation 
all over the Islamic world. It did 
strongly condemned the September 11 
attacks. Clearly, Hizbulah has never 
carried out suicide attacks against its 
political opponents. On the contrary, it 
has been several times the victim of 
terrorism but never retaliated with ter
rorism. Currently, Israel cannot justify 
its strike against Hizbulah as, if it has 
been able to do so, it should have 
stroked during the time of the presence 
of its forces in Southern Lebanon. The 
existence of Hizbulah is of prime 
importance since the party is capable

of playing a crucial role in rationaliz
ing Islamic movements at the intellec
tual and political levels around the 
Islamic world.
Commenting on September 11 attacks, 
al-Hakimi said that hastiness in accus
ing Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda 
network of being responsible of carry
ing out the attacks was a surprise move 
since all the participants in these 
actions died in the crashes. He adds 
that the US administration has no defi
nite proof against him. Furthermore, he 
insists on the fact that a wide portion of 
Muslims still believe that Osama bin 
Laden does not have the capability to 

_carry out operations of that scale which 
require sophisticated technology, intel
ligence, planning and execution capac
ities. So, regardless of who is the 
responsible of September 11 attacks, 
American national interests dictate the 
US administration to carry out serious 
and huge investigations in order to 
know the perpetrators of these attacks. 
Abdullah Salaam al-Hakimi does not 
believe that the international events 
following the September 11 attacks are 
in any way related to a war of religions 
or a crusade, as some people described 
it. The main reason is that the modern 
world cannot accept religious or ethnic 
conflicts such as those which took 
place in the Middle Age. The whole 
world supports now peaceful coexis
tence, cooperation and complementari
ty for the sake of humanity as a whole 
without any discrimination or preju
dice. Accordingly, Arabs and Muslims 
should know that the covert armed 
organizations, particularly those who 
commit in the name of Islam terrorist 
actions against anyone who disagrees 
with their beliefs, offer a distorted 
image of Islam and the essence of its 
tolerance. In short, all of us should 
move swiftly by different ways to help 
some Westerners in correcting their 
misconception about Muslims and to 
convey to the whole world the genuine 
tolerant nature of Islam.

Why Afghanistan?
Abdulghani A. al-Shamiri

T
he whole world is watch
ing the US-British bomb
ing of Afghanistan which 
has claimed the lives of 
many innocent civilians, 

including women and children. This 
unjustified war has no legitimacy but 
imposes further hegemony and injus
tice under the pretext of fighting terror
ism. Although America has so far 
failed to find any evident link between 
Osama bin Laden and September 11 
attacks. And, in case it has some evi
dence against him, why is the United 
States carrying out this all-out war 
whereas the Taliban regime expressed 
its readiness to hand over bin Laden to 
a neutral Islamic state if he was proved 
guilty. Moreover, has America given 
itself the right to kill innocent civilians 
and to bomb any country merely able 
to militarily oppose these operations? 
It sounds like the United States has 
gone astray as it has so far avoided to 
fight terrorism but instead is going 
ahead with its atrocities against inno
cent civilians in Afghanistan and with 
further expanding its hegemony all 
over the world. Besides, as the United 
States is so determined to have a strong 
presence in all strategic regions such as 
Central Asia, this just proves our point. 
Based on US standards, a terrorist is a 
person who dedicates his life to defend 
his nation. In light of the fact that all 
Islamic movements have been labeled 
as terrorist organizations, this defini
tion is much clearer. But, it should not 
be forgotten that the United States has 
also been using terrorism to achieve its 
evil policies but has been fooling the 
whole world. Now, America is exerting 
intense pressure on all the Arab and 
Muslim countries to join its so-called 
anti-terrorism coalition which aims at 
eradicating Islamic organizations and 
scholars as well. Evidently, it is trying 
hard to use its current war against 
Afghanistan to achieve a set of goals, 
such as creating a stronghold close to 
the Caspian Sea, monitoring closely 
Pakistan and India (both possessing the 
nuclear weapon), and having the

upper-hand on the rich oil and gas 
resources of Central Asia. So, the 
United Sates has assembled all the ene
mies of Islam in its anti-terror coalition 
by taking advantage of the lack of sol
idarity amongst the Islamic nations. 
Israel has actually waged the war from 
behind the scenes as it carried out the 
September 11 attacks and then cun
ningly ascribed them to Arabs and 
Muslims. The Zionists have well- 
sketched the scenario of September 11 
attacks in order to link terrorism with 
Islam and Muslims. But, regrettably, 
the US administration itself has given 
the Jews free power by excluding their

involvement in the WTC and Pentagon 
crashes, although interestingly more 
than 4,000 Jews working at the WTC 
did not come to work the day of the 
crashes. Simultaneously, the Zionists 
have been preparing the second chapter 
of their dirty scenario by spreading 
anthrax in order to have other coun
tries, such as Iraq, to be targeted. This 
is a real crusade war controlled by the 
Zionists, in one way or another. Any 
person following up closely the devel
opments taking place in the world will 
notice that the Israelis have been using 
the consequences of these attacks to 
achieve their strategy.

Xinhua
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Plans to Improve Economic Performance in the
Wake of September 11 Attacks

Mahyoub Al-Kamali

T
he Yemeni government is 
currently assessing the 
impact of September 11 
attacks on Yemeni econo
my by launching new eco

nomic policies aimed at reduce the 
negative consequences of the attacks 
on New York and Washington as well 
as the current war against Afghanistan. 
Essentially, these two events caused a 
drop in oil prices at the international 
markets, the decline in investment 
flows, and a sharp decrease of tourism 
in Yemen.
Undoubtedly, one of the most impor
tant issue, which affects the economy 
of the Republic of Yemen, is the fact 
that there will be a rise in air and sea 
transportation charges. These are due 
to the increase of insurance charges in 
light of some reports describing Yemen 
as one of the unsafest countries in the

Middle East. According to official 
sources, the Yemeni government will 
freeze some of the big development 
projects dependent on oil revenues and 
will work out on new promotional 
plans to revive the tourism sector.
The overall losses incurred in Yemen 
since 11 September attacks are estimat
ed at over US$ 3 billion in the oil, 
tourism, services and investments sec
tors. Despite the effort exerted by the 
Yemeni government to diversify its 
revenues, 95% of the budget still 
depends on oil revenues.
As a part of new solutions proposed by 
Yemen Airways (Yemenia) to tackle 
the disastrous consequences of the 
attacks on WTC and the Pentagon, the 
airline is to expand its operation lines 
to cope with the rise in number of pas
sengers to and from Yemen. 
Furthermore, Yemenia is planning to 
operate flights, as of the beginning of 
January 2002, to Kuala Lumpur and 
Jakarta where 5 million Yemenis live. 
In the wake of September 11 attacks, 
Yemenia Airways had to cancel con
tracts to transport 60,000 tourists from

Europe and the United States.

New Tourism Promotion Plans
The Tourism Promotion Board has pre
pared an urgent plan totaling YR 130 
million to reduce the decline in tourism 
revenues. The plan principally aims at 
putting an end to kidnappings of for
eign tourists in Yemen and adopting 
new policies which deal with tourist 
markets and encourage a stronger pres
ence in the markets of the Gulf coun
tries and Southeast Asia. In addition, 
the Cabinet approved the tourism pro
motion plan which includes using 
Arabic and international satellite chan
nels in order to attract more tourists in 
Yemen. The successful achievement of 
the new tourism plan’s goals will 
depend on winning the confidence of 
tourists to come to Yemen and visit its 
unique historical monuments and 
antiquities.
Concerning the security measures, the 
plan will provide the Tourism Police 
modern means of transportation as well 
as re-deploying them at the main 
tourist attractions. For this end, YR 20 
million have been allocated by the gov
ernment in addition to another YR 5 
million earmarked to support the per
sonnel of the tourism police and give 
them up-to-date equipment.
According to some sources at the 
Tourism Promotion Board, the plan 
relies on two priorities: first, to raise 
the citizens' awareness of the impor
tance of tourism as an economic 
source; second, to work for activating 
the touristic installations in a drive to 
counter the recession effect in the 
tourism sector.

Activating Domestic Tourism
The tourism plan focuses on activating 
seasonal domestic tourism and popular 
festivals as well in cities, that attracts 
the majority of Yemeni tourists, like 
Husainyyah, Seyoun, Aden, Sana'a, 
Mukala, Hudaidah. and others.
It is clear that activating tourism in

Yemen requires a strategic 
plan oriented towards its 
expansion. Likewise, 
reforming the economic 
situation and attracting a 
large number of investors 
in the tourism sector 
require efficient policies 
that can efficiently pro
mote the country and 
increase therefore the 
flow of tourists in Yemen. 
Ultimately, the Yemeni 
economy requires a con
tinued review of its per
formance in various activ
ities, rather than emer
gency remedies for the 
negative consequences of 
September 11 attacks as 
partial plans always face 
hassles upon implementa
tion.

Economy News
New budget ratified

The High Budget Committee in the 
Republic of Yemen has ratified the 
general budget bill concerning the 
independent, subordinate and eco
nomical budgets for the fiscal year 
2002. In its last meeting, the commit
tee placed great stress on the necessi
ty to use 30 percent of saving funds to 
be invested in strategic projects and to 
support development in all aspects of 
life.

Flights to Aden Airport Increase
The number of passengers arriving at 
and departing from the Aden 
International Airport aboard the 
Yemenia domestic flights 28.328 pas

sengers during the first half of 2001, 
registering an increase of 15 per cent 
in comparison with 2000.
Passengers on the Yemenia interna
tional flights increased to 15,858 peo
ple from 12,253 during the same peri
od.

Agriculture Ministry Prepares 
Study over Water Projects

The Ministry of Agriculture has pre
pared a technical study for the imple
mentation of the government policies 
with the aim of increasing water proj
ects. The number of water projects 
have totalled 491 in 2001 including 
damps, water catchments, etc., at the 
cost of YRs 7,984,000.000.

Surveys & Maps for Red Sea and Aden Gulf

R
eviewing sea navigation 
lines is of strategic 
importance in an 
attempt to activate 
Yemen's role in the 

World Trade Organization (WTO). 
The organization will in turn entails a 
new marketing policy in accordance 
with the geographical and strategic 
location of Yemen overlooking the Al- 
Mandab Strait which controls the 
international trade passageways. This 
strategic location contributed very 
much in improving the Yemeni trade 
balance with other parts of the world 
and the neighboring countries. 
Consequently, a working team from 
the Ministry of Transportation was 
convened to amend surveys and 
preparing special maps dealing with 
the international navigation lines in 
the southern parts of the Red Sea and 
Aden Gulf in order to generate a clear
er system dividing the sea roads and 
locating them for vessels. This will

provide huge profits and revenues and 
will enhance Yemen's' role in interna
tional trade.
Sources said in the Transportation 
Ministry that Yemen will offer to the 
International Navigation Organization 
proposals concerning the location of 
the new lines under the name of these 
countries: Yemen, Djibouti and 
Eritrea. Sources are expecting the new 
navigation lines to pass through west
ern crossing points located in the 
southern parts of the Red Sea.
This new line will provide safety by 
reducing the risk of sea collisions and 
controlling the current navigation 
lines, particularly around the danger
ous areas of Hunish archipelagos 
located in the Red Sea. The British 
company. Guard Line Service, com
pleted the marine surveys in the south
ern parts of the Red Sea. It also pre
pared the necessary maps for the 
future passing vessels. The British 
company used up-to-date materials to

conduct the sea surveys. Navigation 
experts said that, by reconsidering the 
international navigation lines, Yemen 
together with other countries like 
Djibouti and Eritrea will achieve its 
economic objectives. They added that 
the most important issue should be the 
protection of the sea from pollution 
caused by ship collisions and avoiding 
the dangers of the huge oil tankers.
The new sea lines will consolidate the 
trade relations between Yemen and the 
adjacent countries. It is in Yemen’s 
interest to re-organize sea traffic with
in a strategic policy which will protect 
the environment of the Red Sea and 
Aden gulf and attract foreign capital 
to be injected in the fish industry. 
These investments will in turn enable 
the industry to establish facilities able 
to export their output.
By this mean, the government 
expresses its eagerness to increase its 
revenues from exports not related with 
the hydrocarbon sector.

Job Vacancy
The project management unit of the World Bank (IDA) funded Rural Water Supply and 
Sanitation Project announces a vacancy for the post of Procurement and Technical Engineer 
in its PMU office in Sana'a.

Qualifications:
(a) Bachelor's degree or above in engineering (water supply specialization)
(b) Minimum of 5 years working experience in rural water supply and sanitation covering the 

below mentioned experience fields:
1- Experience in working with contractors and preparing contract documents and 

procurement procedures.
2- Experience in preparation of tender documents and evaluation of bids.
3- Experience in coordination and supervision of engineering work by contractors, suppliers, 

preparing, testing and commissioning procedures, writing manuals and site support for 
technical queries.

4- Experience in detailed design for water supply and sanitation projects, including material 
selection.

(c) Working knowledge of English and Arabic

Responsibilities:
- Reviews and makes recommendations for adjustments as needed on procurement 

procedures;
- Supports and oversees project procurement methods and procurement planning routine;
- Reviews detailed design and technical specifications of RWS projects before tendering;
- Prepare specifications and bills of quantity of tender documents for RWS projects.
- Reviews, compiles and approves designs, drawings, lists of materials, cost estimates, project 

specifications and related project documents before tendering;
- Assesses in selection of suitable contractor;
- Prepares testing and commissioning procedures;
- Drafts project manuals and provides ISTs with site support and technical queries;
- Provides inputs into the project's annual work program and budget;
- Liaises with other similar projects and units;
- Liaises with the relevant Government Authorities;
- Liaises regularly with ISTs and SMTs in the projects regional units.

Interested applicants of Yemeni nationality may submit their applications with CVs and supporting 
documents to the PMU address mentioned below; before the 28th of November 2001.

Rural Water Supply & Sanitation Project
P. O. Box: 7160
Address: Hadda street, in front of Hadda Hotel, East of Al-Hethrah Soap Factory. 
Sana'a, The Republic of Yemen
Tel: 412822
Fax: 421919
E-mail: rwssp@y.net.ye

mailto:rwssp@y.net.ye
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

The Taliban's Demise
On the Significance of Reason in Islam

W
hat has come to he 
a tragic conse
quence of their 
own choosing, it 
appears that the 

fate of Taliban in Afghanistan, espe
cially in the Holy Month of 
Ramadhan, requires us as Moslems to 
reevaluate the tragic aftermath of the 
fateful day of September 11, 2001 and 
to explore what can be learned from 
the pitiful tragic finale for Taliban that 
the Afghan crisis seems to have arrived 
to.
It is recognized that the Afghani peo
ple are a proud and freedom loving 
people and it is somewhat understand
able that the kind of Islamic rhetoric 
called for and stringently imposed by 
the Taliban regime has backfired 
against the seemingly pious, but some

what dubious regime, the Taliban and 
their friends imposed upon the poor 
Afghani people. One would think that 
the Afghanis were desperately yearn
ing for the break from the endless 
calamities that have befallen them, 
stemming from all the different ideolo
gies and convictions that have tried to 
forcefully impose themselves on the 
proud Afghan people.
If we recall the great fight put up by 
the Afghani people against the 
Communists and their mentors the 
Soviet Union, perhaps we can also 
understand that the Taliban did not in 
fact provide anything of an improve
ment over the Communist regime, in 
quite a lot of similar ways.
As much as the Taliban tried to con
vince us that they are a religious order 
of sorts, the truth of the matter is that 

their image was just too corny and too 
insistent on the exaggerated applica
tion of surface renditions of Islam that 
have outlived their use. Moreover 
their neglect of common sense and rea
son was almost deplorable.
The Taliban seemed to have adapted 
Islam to a creed for mercenaries to 
wear, whenever unemployment and 
desperation sets the young element of 
Moslem countries on the loose to earn 
a livelihood and a chance to let out 
their frustrations from the repression 
that most Moslem countries are sub
jected to. The truth of the matter is 
that judging from what we have per
ceived from all the radio, television 
and satellite broadcasting that floods 
the air, it is clear that the Taliban were 
just unaccepted by their Afghani sub
jects, whether Tajeki, Uzbeki,

Balucchi or Pashtuni. This also goes 
for their neighbors, including the over
whelming majority of the Pakistanis, 
whose former regimes contracted for 
some of the rich oil sponsors of the 
Taliban to put them on the helms in 
Kabul and provide them intelligence, 
personnel and logistical support. To 
most people, it is still a mystery to dis
cern the wisdom of this kind of Islamic 
politics and this vast waste of financial 
and human resources, but there is no 
telling what might be really prodding 
Moslem states to behave so irrational
ly at times, without ever even apolo
gizing to God and the Moslem people 
throughout the world, who are craving 
for the day when the leaders of 
Moslem nations, in general, will start 
to behave rationally and in a manner 
that reflects a logical comprehension 
of how best to serve the interests of 
Moslem people at home and through
out the rest of the Moslem World.
It is often that this column has urged 
Moslems to start solving the problems 
of the Moslem World by first looking 
inward to straighten ourselves out, 
before we start to counter the dangers 
posed by our enemies outside the 
Moslem World. It is really pathetic 
that we have to rely on non - Moslems

to start telling us that, hey you guys 
what you are doing is really non - 
Islamic, because Islam is this way and 
that way, etc. What happened to us? 
Are we going to have Christian mis
sionaries to come and teach us just 
what our religion is really all about?
We know in our history that we have 
had elements of the sort that Taliban 
projected, and oftentimes they were 
dealt with severely by most of the 
Moslem states that encountered them 
throughout history, because they were 
indeed a real menace to the Moslem 
society, in addition to all the havoc and 
destruction they brought about for no 
apparent logical and religious reasons 
one can perceive. It started at the 
dawn of Islam, when the Khawarij, 
started to question the wisdom of the 
greatest companions of the Prophet 
Mohammed (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him and them) and to 
carry out heinous crimes, disrupting 
the peace of the Moslems everywhere, 
and introducing concepts and practices 
that were the exact kind of concepts 
and practices that Islam was actually 
here to overcome and eliminate.
Thus, it is the same for Taliban, who 
came out of nowhere to try to impose a 
rigid interpretation of Islam, that has 
exceeded by far what the mind and the 
heart is really willing to come to rea
son with. We fail to understand what 
the Taliban and their sponsors can see 
how they have really served the reli
gion of Islam, the Moslem nation, and 
themselves by deviating so far from 
the real tolerant and merciful rendi
tions of Islam they should have really 
practiced, if they wanted to achieve 
any objectives worth achieving.
Moreover, in a world where religion 
has become less and less time consum

ing for most non - Moslem societies 
and where Moslem societies have been 
exploited to their last drop of blood, by 
people who have exploited their reli
gious sympathies for their own pur
poses, without giving these people any 
worthwhile return, it seems unfair to 
project such a corny and rigid image of 
Islam, that defies any sense of realism 
and appreciation of human feelings 
and moral suasions and expect sensi
ble people to come out and say, This is 
the Islam we want.
In looking at the jubilation of the 
Afghani people from being relieved of 
the oppression of the Taliban, we are 
quite confident that the Islam, which 
the Taliban projected for the Afghanis 
and most sensible Moslems of the 
world, was just not acceptable and in 
fact non-Islamic.
We would hope that the lessons of 
Afghanistan, will start teaching our 
rich fellow Moslems to start channel
ing their resources for goodwill, which 
they wish to undertake, in so many 
other more philanthropic and cultural 
activities that enhance the mind and 
the living standards of Moslems every
where, to avoid having Moslems 
depend on non - Moslems for subsis
tence, let alone for sustenance, and 
now to come and teach us our religion! 
What the Afghani crisis has clearly 
shown most sensible Moslems is that 
we really have a lot of work to do to 
clean up shop from all the misguided 
fanatics and irrational people of 
"goodwill" that insist on keeping the 
clock in the Islamic world not syn
chronized with the times we are actu
ally killing rather than living. For that 
our enemies could ask no more.
May your Ramadhan be blessed with 
the mercy and enlightenment of Allah!

Dear Editor,
I am a student at Bard College in the US 
and I'd like to express my gratitude to 
Yemen Times and its approach for accu
racy of fact and understanding. I value 
the information I find in this newspaper 
because I can see what is really happen
ing in other parts of the globe from the 
perspective of the oppressed. It is a 
relief that there are some people dedicat
ed to disseminate reports and views that 
are actually not opinion or manipulated 
information by corporations, like the 
New York Times or more particularly 
CNN, in fact the entire American press.
I read in an article that US is engaged in 
a worldwide effort to promote US views. 
They are planning to set up some Arab 
media with US influences. Even the 
Pentagon has made a contract with a 
public relations company to deal with the 
public opinion. They want to appear as 
if they are doing something legitimate. 
Please do not yield to western pressure 
and do make more editorials, reports and 
articles unveiling the real motives and 
giving a comprehensive picture of the 
events.
I am opposed to the US, so what? To 
accuse somebody of being opposed to 
US actions has some contextual prob
lems. In the first place, what does the 
person mean by "you oppose to US?” It 
is an accusation without arguments since 
it only expresses superfluous emotions 
rather than having a real cause. If I could 
tell how US media is manipulating and 
waging huge propaganda war upon its 
own citizens. The person who accused 
you of propagandist is being misled in 
his observation because they are under 
biased information and propaganda bom
bardment. Just an example, in a TV pro
gram called 60 minutes, they were trying 
to show to the Americans how Pakistani 
population was at the US side and the 
fundamentalist opposition was a tiny 
group. That is an outright lie and the per
son in charge of directing this program 
knows it. The same day, I was reading 
an anti-imperialist article by Arundhati 
Roy in a magazine called Indian Outlook 
(I'm not sure). The magazine conducted 
a poll and came up with the results that 
85% or so among Pakistani population 
sympathize with Osama bin Laden. Who 
is being propagandist? It also funny that 
they accused you of propaganda against 
all the facts, historical records which 
make this conclusion possible. That tells 
you that, after you took so much time to 
create this article and trying to be com
prehensive, these people still cannot use 
their heads! In my opinion, they lack the 
capacity of evaluation. Their only con
clusion is "propaganda."
I have much to say against the US. No 
one here is concerned with what I know. 
There are some who disagree with the 
US but do not take an active role. For 
example, in Italy high school students 
took over the streets to show their oppo
sition with the US actions in Afghanistan 
along with continuous protest all over 
Europe as well across the Arab world. 
To think that American high school stu
dents would take the streets of 
Washington DC to protest is something 
totally out of reality. Teenagers in the 
US are only concerned with material 
conformity. Of course there are some 
exceptions, but they are few.
I feel a mounting anger too even though 
I am not Muslim and I live in the filthiest 

country in the world, the United States. I 
have much to say and the only thing I 
wanted to communicate is my sympathy 
or gratitude for the existence of Yemen 
Times. Unlike "commercial” newspa
pers such as New York Times, your web
site does not even have advertisement 
along with the article. That makes your 
publication more admirable. And they 
accused you of "propagandist!"
My plans for the future are vague but I 
am seriously considering on serving 
another country than the US. So I'd like 
to have some suggestions for any intern
ship program or any humanitarian organ
ization in the Arab world. The idea of a 
united Arab world is very attractive. 
However, those countries are so 
destroyed that I would be glad to help or 
make a contribution either directly in the 
field there or indirectly from the US. Are 
there any websites where I could find 
information?
I'd like to know what skills are really 
helpful in order to contribute to the Arab 
cause.
Lastly, I have red some articles making 
the connection of the illegitimate US 
"invasion" or "conquest" on Afghanistan 
soil and, consequently, they murdering 
of innocent civilians as a result of oil 
interests there. Part of the Bush admin
istration have close tics with the oil 
industry, including Bush himself. 
Condolleza Rice has worked for 
Chevron and there is even an oil ship 
named after her. Cheney is an expert on 
the subject. Bush is involved in this sec
tor as his father was. This clearly con
nects with the motor industry. The US 
operation was planned way before land
ing on Afghan soil. The article could 
include geopolitics, geo-economics 
factors and an Arab perspective of the 
involvement of the opportunistic 
Britain.

Diego Andreios U. 
hou-zi@tokyo.com

Dear Editor,
American answers your question(s) and 
I dare you to publish this, the truth you 
so boldly want Americans to know 
about! The problem is, you can't han
dle the truth.
Now. as for your first question...let me 
start to answer by turning it around on 
you? Why do you support the 
Palestinians and other Arab "terrorists" 
who have been attacking Israel for 120 
years? Why is it that you so detest the 
only "legitimate democracy" in the 
region whose leaders are elected and 
not anointed. A country who has a par
liament. not a royal family. A duly 
elected leadership, not a dictatorial 
regime. A country that has an undeni
able right to exist, yet by implication 
you buy into the notion that it ought not 
have this right and simply decry its 
actions of "self-defense". That is the 
answer to your question. We support 
Israel because they are a democracy 
who's legitimacy is without question 
but have to live in a neighborhood full 
of Arab extremists who believe Israel 
should be eliminated. Who do you 
expect us to support? Terrorists like 
"Arafat"? What moral ground does 
your question stand on? Until you come 
to understand and accept the undeni
able right of Israel you will never, ever 
have peace because we will never, ever 
let Israel be destroyed and eliminated. 

We believe in freedom and democracy 
and we defend it wherever it is being 
attacked. It is truly that simple. Arabs 
have a collective decision to make. What 
is it about freedom and democracy that 
you so dislike and do you really want to 
get into it with America? You say that 
the average American does not under
stand middle eastern history - this is 
ridiculous and assumes that only pointy 
headed "intellectuals" can truly under
stand the middle east. I suppose you are 
referring to the ilk that populates 
Berkeley? Look, my family came to 
America in the mid 1600's. We have 
fought for freedom and democracy in the 
French and Indian war, the revolutionary 
war, the war of 1812, the civil war, WWI, 
WWII. My great grandfather was a 
colonel in the Civil war. Don't lecture 
this American on history. We here in 
America understand war too; you talk 
about Muslims who have died as if we 
here in America do not know death and 
destruction. You need to leant our histo
ry as well...if you did you might be a far 
different editorial writer and carry a hell 
of a lot more credibility outside of your 
own neck of the woods.

Bill Danielson 
wadcoinc@media. net

Dear Mr Bill
Although your letter contains exaggerat
ed and inaccurate information and ideas 
concerning the Palestinian issue, the 
Arabs and Muslims in general, I have 
decided to publish your letter as it is. I 
don't think you need to challenge me 
concerning the publication of your 
unfriendly letter because we in Yemen 
Times are open-minded and find no 
embarrassment in publishing our readers 
letters even if they contain very strong 
criticism against us. 

An American Pilot’s Opinion
John Adams 
jwadtw@cs.com 
USA

I
 am an American pilot flying 

on commercial airliners. I am 
also a US Air Force reserve 
commander. I'm writing to 
make some hopefully logical 

observations from my perspective 
and help your readers to assess and 
draw their own conclusions.
1. I believe the majority of Islamic 
Believers were repulsed by the 
slaughtering of innocents on 
September 11.
2. American armed forces have been 
the last resort to block evil activities 
in the world since the early 20th cen
tury.
.3. The United States has never 
sought to possess any foreign lands 
in any time.
4. As a reserve pilot. I have been 
called to active duty twice: The Gulf 
War to liberate Kuwait from the 
naked sovereign invasion by Iraq, 
and again to protect Muslim Kosovo

Albanians from genocide at the 
hands of "Christian" thugs. Being 
involved in air combat on both occa
sions, I can say that I put my life on 
line in order to defend the Islamic 
people. I also voluntarily served, at 
substantial personal financial cost, in 
the humanitarian effort to feed the 
starving people of Somalia during 
their famine in 1991. My military 
service, when it got risky, was 
always on behalf of Muslims and I 
share this experience with many 
American military pilots.
5. The US has been a great friend to 
Palestine, delivering extensive aid 
and cash support, and acting as an 
intermediary between Palestine and 
Israel at great national cost and dan
ger. This has always been in a drive 
for finding peace, not power.
6. When the US leaves Afghanistan, 
and it will, as it has no desire to 
occupy but only to eliminate Al- 
Qaeda, it will support a new tolerant 
and peaceful transition to a represen
tative government of, by, and for 
Afghans.

7. A man of great courage is 
Pakistan's General Musharrif who is 
risking everything for doing the right 
thing, despite threats to his personal 
safety, power, and his nation.
8. Islam, Christianity, Judaism 
spring from the same tree, worship 
the same God, and are based on 
peace, respect, and compassion. Our 
problems come when we reject our 
sacred teachings and seek to gain 
power or do harm. We must all sup
port those who seek peace and true 
justice or one day the evil one's 
among us will cause the destruction 
of all of our holy places and all of us.
9. The worse things about America - 
pornography, drunkenness, crime, 
etc. are the price we pay for freedom. 
The lost souls who perpetrate evil 
are far outnumbered by good, 
decent, generous, happy people and 
their families. The best thing about 
America is freedom.
I offer my friendship to all and hope 
we will all be able one day to share 
peace and security for ourselves and 
our children.

mailto:hou-z.i@tokyo.com
mailto:jwadtw@cs.com
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Roads in Taiz in Bad Shape
Farouk Al-Kamali 
Taiz

T
he majority of the roads in 
Taiz have been imperfectly 
built and, therefore, are in 
the process of completely 
falling apart. This deterio

ration is criticized by the President of 
the Republic. Millions of dollars are 
spent by the government in paving 
these roads instead of asphalting them. 
Under the absence of law to protect and 
maintain roads, no sense of attention is 
paid at all. As a result, these roads are 
exposed to heavy damage and destruc
tion. So, the people in charge should be 
punished or at least be interrogated 
due to their carelessness.

Roads in Taiz
Roads in Taiz are a clear proof of the 
reigning corruption, inattention, and 
absence of proper planning. As a con
sequence, narrow streets are so hastily 
constructed that holes and cracks 
appear very rapidly. We are joking 
about our streets hasty completion. The 
reasons behind such carelessness are 
the lack of proper implementation and 
other causes including floods coming 
from Saber Mountain which inundate

streets of the city. This 
problem has become more 
alarming as there is no 
draining channels to evac
uate water. Actually, there 
is not even any coordina
tion between the service 
offices and the bodies con
cerned.
Although some projects 
are successfully complet
ed, other contractors or 
people come and destroy 
what was done by digging and refill
ing up holes in the streets again and 
again. The result is destruction and 
nothing else.
Another cause can be explain such 
careless work: centralization. This has 
greatly affected our offices and admin
istrations in the governorate. Indeed, 
the majority of road projects is 
financed directly by the main office in 
the Ministry Public Works itself, and 
this without giving any notice to Public 
Works Office or Roads Authority in the 
city. We were really shocked to learn 
that the construction of some roads and 
streets are decided on a central 
level rather than locally. When 
these roads present huge dam
ages, the people in charge in 
Taiz argue that repair is not 
their business but rather Public 
Works Office or Roads 
Authority’s responsibility. 
Consequently, the roads con
struction is the responsibility 
of the Ministry and Public 
Works Office but its task is 
restricted only to repair minor 
things, such as water pipes, telephone 
lines and so on.

Road Contractors
Specific construction companies, with 
which the Ministry of the Public Works 
makes legal contracts, are entitled to 
build roads. Regrettably, these compa
nies do not have a great experience or 
required skills to set up the proper 
planning structure. In this respect, the 
Governor of the city criticized these 
companies by saying that they are inca
pable to build roads and therefore can
not obey to high international stan

dards. Sana'a-Taiz road, for example, 
was completed by a skillful Chinese 
company. Till now, the road is still 
strong and appears not be affected by 
external factors. More than 30 years 
after its completion, we have not 
noticed any changes or maintenance 
works, while any street close to the 
southern Ring Road in Taiz shows 
signs of deterioration. This a clear evi
dence of a lack of maintenance and 
corruption among our local construc
tion companies. Moreover, the majori
ty of streets in Taiz are either undulat
ing or full of cracks.

The General Manager of Roads and 
Bridges Corporation, Engineer Naser 
Al-Haikani, attributes the roads deteri
oration to the two sides, that is the gov
ernment and the contractors. On one 
hand, the government sketches plans 
and asks local or foreign companies to 
start the construction. On the other 
hand, the construction phase comes 
and is always accompanied by miscon
ceptions and failures. Among these are 
the following:
- Starting new projects which are not 
included in the framework of previous 
plans and are launched at the expense

of other projects.
- Negligence and carelessness in the 

allocation of the financial budget.
- Hasty estimation of projects without 

enabling the building contractors to 
gain skills in the construction field by 
setting up practical experiences and 
other relevant training field surveys 
such as working force, equipment and 
financial support to provide them with 
the essential needs as quickly as possi
ble.
The Engineer Khaled thought that rifts 
in the streets are a consequence of 
water leaking under the asphalted 
areas, as there is no protective layers 
under the asphalt. So, based on the 
observations made by the engineers in 
the city, the construction companies are 
held accountable for such damages and 
destructions.
The Projects Manager, Engineer Easa 
Al-Qubati, points out that the main 
cause to our street destruction is not 
only the excessive loads of vehicles but 
also the absence of supervision from 
the concerned bodies. This leads to the 
misuse of basic infrastructures, such as 
water draining structure, telephone and 
electricity cables, while asphalting 
main streets without any 
consideration for the dam
age caused to the sub-levels 
of main streets.

Southern Road Ring is a 
Clear Evidence of 
Negligence
The Ring Road in Taiz is a 
clear evidence of careless
ness and imperfect con
struction of the road. The 
road was actually complet
ed in two phases, the first 
inaugurated in 1993 and the 
second in 19996. It immedi
ately reduced traffic jams 
but was partially damaged 
only a few months after its 
inauguration. The Engineer 
Easa Al-Qubati said that 
Saba Contracting Company 
followed the standards set 
by the Ministry of the 
Public Works and that engi
neers from the Ministry

closely supervised the Ring Road con
struction. The main causes for such 
damage can be traced in the overflow 
of water in the road structure and in the 
broken pipes located beside. In short, 
the excessive loads of trucks and heavy 
rain resulted in the damage at the street 
edges.

Roads in the Villages
In Taiz, there is another alarming issue: 
the roads to the surrounding villages. 
The building process is often randomly 
carried out without proper planning. 
For example, Shara'ab road is a clear 
manifestation of such carelessness. 
These roads are repaired several times 
in a year but the same damages happen

again and again. The Manager of 
Roads and Bridges clearly points out 
that the main cause of such snail-like 
projects is the unavailability of neces
sary equipments to successfully build 
such road projects and the lack of suf
ficient financial support. But the ques
tion which comes out is what are the 
solutions?
The topography of the city itself is a 
challenge and renders inadequate thin 
layers of asphalt. It necessitates instead 
a thick layer and a proper planning. 
Successful projects can be found when 
sub-levels of streets are paved some 
with flat stones. Perhaps, this is the 
best way to protect the city streets from 
being damaged by washouts.
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Health Problems in Yemen & 
Their Population Dimensions

Ismaeel Al-Ghabery 
Yemen Times

T
hree main factors are con
tributing to population 
growth in Yemen, that is 
rapidly rising birthrate, 
decreasing death rate, and 

emigration. The population growth 
rate in Yemen reached 3.1% in the 
1980s and 3.7% between 1988 and 
1994. The overall fertility rate, during 
that period, was 7.7% per woman 
according to demographic surveys 
conducted in Yemen for Mother and 
Child Hygiene and as mentioned in 
the population census carried in 1994. 
In comparison with the more advanced 
countries, fertility rate in Yemen 
appears to be one of the highest rates 
in the world.
Early marriages among the youths, 
rapid delivery, improper use of contra
ceptives, undesirable traditions pre
vailing in the country, preference of 
males over females, along with other 
factors are the main causes of back
wardness of any country. We can say 
that, in the light of the recent changes 
in Yemen, the country has entered the 
second phase of demographic evolu
tion which is characterized by the rela
tive stability of fertility rates and the 
fall of mortality rates by the reduction 
of epidemics, malnutrition, contagious 
and children diseases, such as diarrhea 
and respiratory system troubles.
Clearly, the relative improvement of 
medical and preventive services, the 
high increase of health awareness on 
the importance of pure water and 
immunization all have led to the grad
ual decrease of mortality rates.

Consequently, according to the demo
graphic survey for Mother and Child 
Hygiene conducted in 1991 and 1992, 
the mortality rates have sharply 
dropped since the 1970s. It was at 194 
in the beginnings of 1970s before 
diminishing to 185 in the midst of 
1970s. At the beginnings of the 1980s, 
it reached 129 before dropping to 83 at 
the beginnings of 1990s. The number 
has fell to 81 according to the 1994 
census.
The high increase of the population is 
the result of the growing gap between 
death and birth rates which can create 
serious problems. Demographic explo
sion, which needs resources, can fur
ther strain the already limited 
resources and weak human potentials.

Population Problem
The economic conditions of Yemeni 
population are getting worse. Indeed, 
one could easily notice that the num
ber of people below the poverty line 
has significantly increased and unem
ployment has been on the rise, which 
is a direct correlation of the economic 
reforms.
Each year, we can see a new list of 
food supplies for which prices are 
higher than those of the previous year. 
The list is very different from the pre
vious in terms of price increase of 
basic goods. Despite permanent 
attempts to ease up the situation by 
using treasury bonds and encouraging 
privatization, our currency convertibil
ity has not stopped deteriorating.
Although reasonable improvements in 
health conditions have been noticed in 
Yemen over the last two decades, the 
health sector is still facing huge chal
lenges. These include a persistent high 
fertility rate of 3.7% per woman and a 
chronic shortage of health services 

with a ratio of 1 doctor per 4,348 
inhabitants.
These problems are reflected in the 
alarming health indicators which 
recently revealed that the maternal 
mortality rate is between 80 and 100 
per 1,000 live births while the infant 
mortality rates are 78.8 per 1,000. This 
makes them among the highest rates in 
the world, mainly because of compli
cations during pregnancy, child birth 
and malnutrition related diseases, lack 
of hygiene, lack of sanitation and safe 
water supply.
The health sector is facing many press
ing issues, among them how to reach 
rural populations and how to solve the 
organizational and management prob
lems.
Only 55% of the population has access 
to medical facilities, while in the 
meantime public health services in 
many rural areas are almost non-exis
tent.
Among the obstacles, which are slow
ing down the efforts made by the 
Ministry of Health, the growing 
sewage and sanitation problems found 
in the major cities are the most alarm
ing. Inadequate sewage treatment 
facilities result in the outbreak of dis
eases, such as malaria and diarrhea, in 
the urban areas. Similarly, a clean 
water supply has become less avail
able in urban concentrations because it 
virtually impossible to further explore 
ground waters.
International assistance agencies and 
donor countries have been heavy con
tributors to the health sector, especial
ly in sponsoring nationwide immu
nization campaigns and disease con
trol campaigns. But too much aid is 
given for management upgrading and 
direct medical assistance, which so far 
has not been as successful as expected.

The low capital investments are main
ly located in the society’s low-income 
segment which has a low purchasing 
power. As a result, the medical compa
nies providing services to this kind of 
patients make relatively low profit 
margins.
In contrast, the higher income segment 
of the society seeks very expensive 
medication abroad for even simple ill
nesses which can be cured locally. 
There is not a single world-class pri
vate hospital in the whole country. A 
well-organized and fully-equipped 
hospital run by an international med
ical company would be a prime invest
ment able of reaping huge profits. The 
opportunity is there and, in this end, 
the government should provide incen
tives and permits. The oil companies, 
embassies and international companies 
make their employees travel abroad 
for simple problems due to the absence 
of a service they can trust.
As a conclusion, Yemen is in great 
need for good health services. We have 
one of the lowest standards in health 
and medical care in the world. The 
economic condition of the country is 
one of the main obstacles for having 
health insurance and medical care pro
vided by the state. In this case, the best 
and easiest alternative is to establish 
private institutions that can provide 
health care for the public. Prices may 
be high, but with, more investment, 
there will be competition. And, with 
more competition, there will be better 
services and lower prices. Health care 
must be taken seriously and should be 
one of the most important focal points 
of the government’s investment pro
gram. If we want a better nation, we 
ought to make it a healthier nation. For 
that to happen, the next step should be 
investment in health services.

Second Round of Sixth 
Campaign for Polio 

Eradication in Yemen 
Successfully Completed

s
ince 1996, the Republic of 
Yemen has been achieving 
gradual success in imple
menting its health strategy 
centered on eradication of

child polio through six national cam
paigns. This will allow Yemen to qual
ify for a distinctive position among the 
East-Mediterranean region. Such 
achievement is also of great value for 
the children of Yemen, the country’s 
next generation.
The current sixth national campaign is 
of great significance as it is the last and 
final national campaign to eradicate 
child polio in Yemen. By the end of 
this campaign, our country will be 
qualified to obtain the international 
certificate stating that Yemen is clear 
from child polio.
Our country has therefore been making 
great efforts in providing the required 
personnel, technical and financial 
capacities in order to make this cam
paign a success. Everybody, in all offi
cial and social institutions as well as in 

the concerned international organiza
tions, has been performing their utmost 
to make sure that child polio will for
ever be eradicated in Yemen and to 
make the country among those free 
from this disease.
The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has played a key role in eradi
cating child polio in our country. The 
Representative of the WHO in Yemen 
praised our country's performance, 
especially as it was able to eradicate 
child polio within the time frame pre
viously set. He added that no child 
polio cases were reported in the past 
three years, which indicates the suc
cess of Yemen’s anti-child polio cam
paigns.
He also praised the strategy adopted 
since 1996 and said that, in the first 
campaign, 30% of the targeted children 
were vaccinated. But, due to the 
national campaigns, the number of 
vaccination jumped to 72% among 
children aged 1 or below.

Health Editor
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The Folklore Dances in Lahj
Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

E
very Yemeni folk dance 
has its own flavor and 
taste. Even if they seem to 
be similar to one another, 
the different kinds of 

dance prospered and flourished in 
Aden and other regions such as Lahj. 
The many foreign communities that 
settled in Aden helped contribute to the 
variety of dances in this beautiful city. 
It is said that some of the folk dances 
are a mixture of Indian, Somali and 
other flavors. Despite the modern 
aspects of technology, all folk dances 
are still performed in the company of 
primitive instruments such as drums 
and pipes.
In Al-Maharah, there are some 
dances that are performed by a 
single dancer and others which are 
performed by more than one. 
Similar dances are performed else
where in the neighborhood, but 
their names are different.
There are many dances in which 
men and women dance together to 
the beat of drums, especially on 
happy occasions such as wedding 
ceremonies.
All kinds of dance in Yemen seem 
to be a reflection of the day-to-day 
life or the surroundings. This may 
explain the secret of the continua
tion of these kinds of dances until 
the present time. In this respect, 
we will talk about different dances 
in Lahj. The city of Lahj has a spe
cial atmosphere. It is characterized 
by love and peace, with its lush 
meadows and attractive land
scapes. This city is famous for its 
palm trees and fragrant flowers 
such as Arabian jasmine and skew 
pipes. This strange beauty makes 
the city a tourist spot for all visi-

tors. Al-Husieni, the famous botanical 
garden in the city, is famous for. fruit 
production, and it is the place where its 
lovers sing the sweetest songs because 
of this fascinating wadi.
Undoubtedly, Lahj has still preserved 
rich folkloric heritage, and among its 
heritage are folkloric dances which 
have been preserved and handed down 
from generation to generation. In this 
respect, Lahj has diverse folkloric 
dances. Among these are:

- Askari dance is performed by two 
men during marriage ceremonies. 
Different traditional music instruments 
are still played, such as drums (Tabl). 
Table, as it is called, or Tasa which is 
put around the drummer's neck and 
beaten by two special sticks called 
bamboos (Khaizaran), which have a 
resonant sound, together with a very 
old booming musical instrument called

Murfa, a kind of musical instrument 
drummed by one stick. This kind of 
dance is performed during wedding 
ceremonies.

- The Indian dance is characterized 
by bravery and performed by two men. 
Each one carries a sword in his hand. 
The two dancers compete with each 
other.

- Al-Markah dance is a popular 
dance performed by two women only. 
This dance is characterized by slow 
ground music. Women dancers, in this 
case, have to wear the most beautiful 
clothes they have. A woman stretches 
her right leg and hits on the ground in 
accordance with drum beats.

- Al-Rakla Dance was popular in the 
past and began to disappear in a num
ber of regions in the south.

Yemeni Intellectuals in History

w
hen the newly 
established Islamic 
state had al-
Madinah al-
Munawarah as its

capital, more attention was paid to this 
small, but important city which after a 
short time became a hearthstone for so 
many people. Yemen was also affected 
by the enlightenment coming from this 
city, before the capital of the Islamic 
state was shifted to Damascus, 
Baghdad and then to Cairo.
The far distance between Yemen and 
the capital of the Islamic caliphate had 
its effects on Yemen which was away 
from attracting the attention of the 
Arabs. For along time Yemen seemed 
to be unable to produce a great intel
lectual, or scientific, etc.., work. 
However, this idea about Yemen and 
Yemenis was changed in the hands of a 
number of Yemeni immigrants who

lived in the Arab capital that was 
receiving more attention. Some of 
these people are Amaarah, Abdulmajid 
b. Abdulbaqi, etc. who introduced 
Yemen to the others. During the 
Crusade and other wars that were 
waged from time to time some Arab 
intellectuals fled their countries to 
Yemen. These also helped enhanced 
Yemen's existence by a number of their 
works. Some of these intellectuals are 
al-Judhri, Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Ibn 
Qalafis, etc. In the modern time there 
were Mohebaddin al-Khatib, Jawad 
Ali, and others. Such people worked as 
a bridge among the Arab civilizations 
and cultures.
There are other factors that helped lim
iting Yemeni intellectual works to be 
known. Among those factors are the 
isolation of the country that was 
imposed by some of the rulers. There 
was a time at which all intellectuals

were dragged to jails, beaten up and 
even killed.
One of the great times of Yemeni 
enlightenment was during the Rasolids' 
regime which lasted from the 7th cen
tury until the end of the 9th century. 
During the three centuries a cluster of 
intellectuals, scientists and artists were 
produced. Unfortunately, the collapse 
of the Rasolids' state led to the loss of 
many books that were kept in huge 
libraries, especially after the Ottoman 
invasion of Yemen.
During the 12th and 13th centuries a 
number of Yemeni renewers came to 
being. These include al-Jalal, al- 
Muqbli and Mohammed b. Ibrahim al- 
Wazir. In the 19th century there were 
al-Amir, al-Shawkani and al-Amrani. 
All of these people and many others 
played a great role to show Yemeni as 
a civilized and cultural country.

Courtesy to al-Thaqafiah

Doves vs Hawks
Yasin al-Zikri

I
n the summer of 1998, while I 
was collecting information 
about working rural women, I 
came across some children's 
games, most of which have dis

appeared nowadays. I tried to go 
beyond description to analyze the cul
tural and educational dimensions of 
some of these games. One of these 
games which attracted me and which is

rarely seen at the present time is 'Doves 
and Hawks.'
In the last quarter of the day from 
December to February, a time before 
the cultivation of the land, a selected 
group of players is split into two 
groups; doves (5-10) and hawks (3-5). 
Two circles are drawn in two corners 
of a wide leveled field. One is used as 
the dove cove and the other, is the 
hawks' nest. As the doves go out of 
their cove, members of the hawks’

team try to catch as many 'victims' as 
possible and drag them to their nest, 
which is also used as a prison for the 
captured 'birds.' Then comes the rest of 
the doves members’ turn to try their 
best to free their friends. They have to 
be very fast and smart, or else they can 
be caught. To free their feathered 
friend they have to touch their hands. 
The above scenario shows that the 
game implicates high valued lessons 
such as the right to be free. The game 
seems to promote love for freedom and 
sacrificing for the freedom of others. 
The plans doves make together to free 
their friends is a significant factor 
which reinforces the importance of 
teamwork.
However, such conclusions always 
bring me other speculations. For exam
ple, we can say that the game is 
designed to practice running and 
undertaking risky missions. The good 
values the game is meant to develop 
shows how advanced the game is. It is 
played by children between 10-14 
years old. There are other games which 
are played by younger children. These 
also have their own goals. For exam
ple, there are games intended to devel
op players' hearing and sights.

Commemorating the Life of 
Bakathir

Faruq Al-Kamali
Yemen Times 
Taiz

R
egrettably, we forget our 
artists the moment they 
pass away: they are 
never again to be 
remembered. The 10th 

of November makes us remember the 
passing of one of the legendary writers 
of Yemeni literature in 1959; that is Ali 
Ahmed Bakathir. The famous Yemeni 
Bakathir passed away with no clamor 
after a long suffering, most probably 
from the trauma of the 1967 defeat of 
Arabs by Israel. Bakathir was born in 
Indonesia in 1915 and then returned to 
Hadramaut when he was 8 years old. 
He studied Islamic theology and 
Arabic language in Sayoun and started 
composing poetry while he was still 
very young. He was greatly influenced 
by some Arab poets like Ahmed Shuqi, 
Hafiz Ibrahim and Khalil Matran. 
While Bakathir was young he worked 
in teaching and published "al-Tahthib" 
magazine. After the death of his 
beloved wife, Bakathir lived most of 
his life in Ethiopia and Aden, and then 
stayed in Hijaz (Saudi Arabia), where 
he wrote a lyrical social play and com
posed many religious poems. In 1934 
he left Saudi Arabia for Egypt and set
tled there to study English literature. 
Bakathir worked as an English teacher 
for 14 years at al-Rashad in Mansura, 
Aden.
Bakathir excelled during his stay in 
Egypt. He wrote his first work chal
lenging his professor at the 
Department of English Literature in 
Cairo, as the latter accused the Arabic 
language of being inflexible. 
Thereafter, Bakathir translated the 
famous work of Shakespeare’s

"Romeo & Juliet." 
Bakathir highlighted 
the idea of pan- 
Arabism in his works, 
particularly emphasiz
ing the Palestinian 
cause. He embodied 
this idea in his plays 
"The Chosen People of 
God," " The New 
Chylock," "Secret of 
the Ruler," and 
"Shahrazad's Secret." 
All of the plays written 
by Bakathir are critical 
of the situation of Arab 
states, particularly with 
regard to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict.
Similarly, Bakathir 
wrote historical plays 
such as " Wa Islamah" 
and the "The Red 
Revolutionist," which 
triggered hatred 
against Bakathir from
Communists in Egypt; they wrote 
many articles criticizing him in 
Egyptian newspapers. Bakathir loved 
his hometown Hadramaut very much; 
thus, he returned there in 1998 and set
tled there as well. Shortly after settling 
in Hadramout, Bakathir went back to 
Cairo and decided to stay there, despite 
invitations to run newspapers and cul
tural centers in countries such as 
Kuwait and Lebanon.
Bakathir is one of the most prominent 
Arab playwrites of the 20th century. 
He was awarded many medals, includ
ing the State Prize of Egypt for his play 
"Harot and Marot," as well as an 
exclusive medal from the late Jamal 
Abdulnasir of Egypt in 1967.
Now, 32 years have passed since the 
death of Bakathir, and a new genera

tion has little knowledge about 
Bakathir or his literature, except for 
"Wa Islamah," which is included in 
basic education textbooks, while 
Bakathir’s publications are virtually 
non-existent in the university curricu
la. As Bakathir suffered from negli
gence during his lifetime, his writings 
also are neglected after his death. 
Moreover, the death memorial of 
Bakathir passed away without any 
notice from the Ministry of Culture, 
authors or even cultural foundations. 
Nothing proves our love or respect to 
this person except the conversion of 
his house in Hadramaut into an office 
for the Author Union there. Ultimately, 
we hope that the concerned authorities 
will work together to commemorate 
Bakathir. Would that happen?
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I. What to Say

Planning a Strategy II: Goal Setting

(At Amin's house)
Amin: Welcome, Adel.
Adel: Thanks, Amin. Did I keep you waiting?
Amin: Not at all. You’re just on time. My parents are 

happy that you're visiting us today.
Adel: I would like to tender my regards to them. Are 

they in?
Amin: No. They went out to the market. They would be 

back before evening.
Adel: So let's start our discussion on the book 'Strategy 

as Process'.
Amin: As I said, it's an interesting book. So I took down 

copious notes from it. As the author asserts, the 
first and foremost task for an individual is goal 
setting with deliberation and thought. It is when 
one sets expectations and defines bench-marks for 
oneself that one can actually measure progress. 
Goal setting is, therefore, essential for success.

Adel: Exactly. Most of us do not set a goal for a task and 
haphazardly decide to go about it. It’s a small 
wonder that our attempts do not earn us the 
desired dividends.

Amin: That's right. If, on the other hand, one makes that 
extra effort or walks the extra mile to set one’s 
goals, one is most likely to see the fruits of one’s 
efforts much sooner than one expected.

Adel: It’s no denying the fact that goal setting is the key 
to success, as the author very rightly suggests.

Amin: Very much so. As a matter of fact, goal setting is 
related to every aspect of our lives and makes all 
the difference between a winner and a loser. But, 
as the author admits, goal setting is not an easy 
task. He cautions us to remember that while 
setting goals it is best not to overestimate one's 
ability. Exaggerated goals when not achieved can 
generate a feeling of frustration that is detrimental 
to goal achievement. Therefore we should be 
realistic in our self-assessment as well as the goal 
we set for ourselves.

Adel: I think this is a very important idea and a vital 
determinant to success. This should, in the fitness 
of things, be followed by an appropriate agenda of 
action, I guess.

Amin: Wait a second. Before deciding on the agenda of 
action or the strategy, the goal needs to be 
formulated in terms of smaller and more 
manageable tasks so that it is possible to get a 
feedback at each stage of progress and measure 
success.

Adel: Next step, I think, should be planning a strategy. 
Am I right?

Amin: Yes, you have correctly guessed it. Next comes 
the stage to plan one’s strategy. However, strategy 
should be such that it answers two fundamental 
questions. They are:
a) Where do you want to go?
b) How do you get there?

Adel: It appears to me that goal setting or fixing up 
objectives for any enterprise is of crucial 
importance if you want to achieve success. A good 
beginning is worth accomplishing half the 
objective.

Amin: Rightly so. May I suggest we have a steaming cup 
of tea before I tell you what more the author talks 
about.

Adel: I think that’s a wonderful idea.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences.
1. Much as he tried he couldn't prevent him to do that 

mischief.
2. The Sana'a is the capital of Yemen.
3. They lost the game by an inning.
4. When I am six years old, I was sent to the school.
5. This is the worst of the two books.

Answers to last week's questions
1.I am glad that you have brought flowers that smell so 

sweet.
2. If you were present at yesterday's match, I'm sure you 

would have appreciated our team's game.
3. He failed to explain why he absented himself from the 

class.
4. During his trip abroad he stayed for a month in Canada 

and for about a fortnight in the UK.
5. Eleven years have passed since Yemen was united.

III. How to express it in one word.
1. Collect information and arrange it together.
2. A sense of self-satisfaction or quiet contentment.
3. Natural color, appearance of the skin of the face.
4. Taking part with another person in some crime or 

wrongdoing.
5. Expression of admiration in words or action.

Answers to last week's questions
1. An army officer in charge of supply and distribution of 

food: Commissary
2. Group of persons appointed to attend to special 

business: Committee
3. Change a punishment into another that is less severe: 

Commute
4. Ideas, principles, etc. able to exist together: 

Compatible
5. Person born in or citizen of the same country as 

another: Compatriot

IV. Rewrite the following according to 
instructions given in brackets.
a) Many people in Yemen die of malaria because the 

preventive measures taken are —.
(Fill in the blank with a word opposite in meaning to 
adequate).

b) The thief entered the house without being seen by 
anyone.
(Replace the italicized words with one word)

c) The groom took the (reign/rein) of the horse and drove 
off.
(Choose the right word given in the brackets)

d) He works hard. (Add a question tag)
e) When I reached the shop it —.

(Complete the sentence using close in its appropriate 
tense form)

Answers to last week's questions
1. He had known her for long time before he finally 

married her.
2. The table would collapse if both of you stand on it.
3. He will run the race if he practices running regularly.
4. The rain started after we had played for about an hour.
5. He couldn't cut the grass today because the handle of 

the machine broke a few days ago.

V. Words of wisdom.
"There is no right way to do a wrong thing"

Students’ Comments About the Column 
‘Improve Your English’ by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

Answar D. Al-Muqbili 
Faculty of 
Education,Sanaa.
I have been following up 
YT regularly since last 
year when a friend and I

found it for the first time. Since that time 
I’ve been eager to read every issue of YT 
and more particularly 'Improve your 
English'.

Manal Taha
Sana'a Community 
College,Sanaa.
Thanks Yemen Times for 
your initiative to create an 
awareness among young

people to learn English and know, how 
that is of great significance nowadays. I 
wait for every issue of Yemen Times to 
read what is new in the world and in the 
country and to develop my English as 
well.

Abdulkareem 
Al-Shabibi 
Faculty of Arts, 
French
Department,Sanaa
At first, I would like to 

take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. 
Sahu who completed 100 issues of his

outstanding and glorious column 
'Improve your English' in Yemen Times. 
I should say that it is really beneficial for 
all who want to learn the English 
Language with the right approach. As a 
student of the French Department, I feel 
that my English has been developing 
since I started following up Dr. Sahu's 
column.

Mustafa Al-Mansoudi 
Sana'a Community 
College, Sanaa.
Our congratulations to Mr. 
Sahu for completing issue 
No. 100 of your outstand

ing Education page. Most of my col
leagues and I sit together after the 
English lecture to read and discuss your 
weekly conversations. Our respectable 
instructor also recommends us to buy 
Yemen Times to develop our English lan
guage.

Akram Al-Bahr
Faculty of Arts
English Department
I would like to present my 
sincere thanks to Dr. Sahu. 
I also have a suggestion to 

our prominent doctor Mr. Sahu. It would 
be nice if he could base his lessons on

new topics like local problems related to 
Yemeni people. We are proud of Yemen 
Times because it is something special 
and because it chose English as its work
ing language.

Adel Abkar
Faculty of Education
We do hope that our teach
ers and instructors in 
Colleges of Education, 
Arts and Languages would 

take into their consideration tips of Dr. 
Sahu to modify their teaching methods. 
He has creative ideas to make you under
stand everything easily and smoothly. As 
a student, I benefit a lot from Mr. Sahu's 
page and hope to write soon something 
like he does.

Ali Al-J'adabi
Faculty of Languages
It is the only newspaper in 
Yemen that focuses on the 
youth and I appreciate YT 
for that. We love the col

umn ‘Improve Your English’ which helps 
us to know how to use English in various 
contexts. I feel that if one keeps pace 
with it, one will be perfect in English.

Collected and compiled by
Nabeel Al-Kumaim

Our Campus: Retrospect and Prospect

D
r. Mohammad Al- 
Kamali is a distin- 
guished scholar and an 
astute administrator of 
Sana'a University. He 

has a diversified and thorough expe
rience. In his capacity as the Vice 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Sana'a 
University, he has made numerous 
contributions for the enrichment of 
the faculty. This is a good augury for 
the Faculty of Education in Al- 
Mahweet to have Dr. Al-Kamali as 
the new Dean. In order to get an 
overview of his first impressions 
about his current assignment and to 
discover the outlines of his plans for 
inculcating a vibrant spirit of inno
vation into the current educational 
scenario in Al-Mahweet, Dr. 
Ramakanta Sahu conducted an 
interview with him. The following 
are some excerpts.

RKS: What are your impressions 
after taking over the reins of a 
remote college like Faculty of 
Education, Al-Mahweet?
MA: The existing infrastructure of the 
College in relation with the steady 
increase in the enrollment of students 
is inadequate to accommodate the vol
ume of students. It is urgent to expand 
the College’s facilities to meet the 
demand of classrooms whose scarcity 
has become an acute problem.

RKS: What is your assessment of the 
level of students and the academic 
atmosphere in the College?
MA: It is gratifying to note that the 
members of the Faculty, especially the 
Associate Professors and Professors, 
are highly accomplished in their 
respective academic fields. As far as 
students are concerned, I have 
observed that a majority of them are

committed to hard work and are com
peting with each other in a healthy 
way.

RKS: In your opinion, what are 
some of the major problems faced by 
the College and the student commu
nity?
MA: The College is confronted with 
numerous weaknesses which prevents 
it from a sustainable development. As I 
have said earlier, inadequacy of infra
structure is the first and foremost. 
Second, and nonetheless important, is 
scarcity of a sufficient number of aca
demic staff holding the required spe
cializations. As a result, we are 
depending on visiting scholars to teach 
these subjects, which undoubtedly 
hampers the academic standards of 
teaching and learning in the College.

RKS: What are your plans for revi
talizing the academic atmosphere in 
the College?
MA: There are several issues which 
have to be addressed effectively and 
with great attention. My first priority 
area is to streamline the administrative 
apparatus and the academic environ
ment in the College in order to make 
them more accountable. We have 
begun work in this direction by setting 
up various committees dealing with 
specific tasks and responsibilities. This 
first step will be followed by the prepa
ration and production of quality text
books which will keep sight of the cur
rent expansion in the frontiers of 
knowledge. Appropriate measures will 
subsequently be adopted to promote 
the level of the students’ academic per
formance. Besides, I am planning to 
launch a well-orchestrated program 
aimed at encouraging research activi
ties among the members of the Faculty.

RKS: Any words of advice you 
would like to convey to the students? 
MA: I have a lot to say to my dear stu
dents. The most essential thing which I 
expect from them is regular attendance 
to all lectures in the College. They 
should develop their level of self-con
fidence and relentlessly work towards 
increasing their knowledge of academ
ic and other related issues. They should 
develop a critical frame of mind to 
conduct high quality research on vari
ous educational and social problems. 
Moreover, they need to be more 
strongly involved and participative in 
the various extracurricular activities 
organized by the College. I expect 
them to have a closer interaction with 
teachers and be worthy ambassadors of 
our traditional value system, both 
inside and outside the campus. This 
way they could be living examples that 
would emulate others.

RKS: Thanks a lot for your precious 
opinion. I hope and am sure that our 
student community as well others 
would benefit from your valuable 
pieces of advice.
MA: Thanks to Yemen Times and to 
you for giving me this opportunity to 
share my views with you.

A Letter to the Teachers of English - III

Use the Blackboard Effectively
Dear Teachers,
It will be naive if I think that you are 
not using your blackboard in your 
English classes. But, I am worried 
about those among you who either 
overuse or do not use enough the black
board. To most of you, I am aware that 
the blackboard is the only support easi
ly available. I am also aware that some 
of you work in situations where a good 
blackboard is just a luxury. But when it 
is available, you should learn to use it 
effectively.
Using efficiently the blackboard is an 
art. I have seen some of my trainees not 
being able to write properly on the 
blackboard, while some others have 
been blessed with beautiful hands. I 
have also noticed that many teachers 
scribble on the blackboard in such a 
way that their students cannot copy 
what they write. You must be patient

when you write and keep your slowest 
learner in mind. Remember that you are 
not writing to satisfy yourselves, but to 
help your students to learn from what 
you know and write. So write neatly 
and legibly on the board. Your hand
writing does not need to be beautiful or 
nicely shaped but rather neat and legi
ble.
The blackboard is used not only for 
writing but also for drawing figures as 
an illustration for certain grammatical 
or syntax-related items, tables, pictures, 
diagrams, or maps while teaching. 
Surely, not all of us are experts in draw
ing but with constant practice it is not 
impossible to draw nicely. Age should 
also not be a factor preventing you from 
learning to write neatly. Some of my 
colleagues learned to write the italic 
script at a very late age. The italic script 
is indeed one of the ways of writing and

differs from the commonly used cursive 
writing. Italic script is generally recom
mended for English classes because it 
presents the three necessary qualities of 
handwriting: neatness, legibility, and 
nice shape. In fact, special wide nibs for 
practicing italic writing are available in 
the market. A cheaper alternative is a 
bamboo pen that can be easily set up. 
Take a small and thin bamboo stick. 
Sharpen one of its ends to make it nib
like and cut the nib a bit flat. Soak it 
into ink and write. You will have neat 
and nicely shaped handwriting. You can 
also make the end of a chalk a bit flat
ter and try writing on the blackboard. 
Good luck! More about blackboard 
writing in my next letters.

Yours fraternally, 
Dr. M. N. K. Bose, BOSE@y.net.ye

Associate Professor of English 
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

YOUTH FORUM
O, Death, Thanks a Lot
It is difficult to live
Every moment with sadness
I can't really survive
Your words nor letters
It makes my blood chilled
And emotions throttled
I’m stupefied
Sadness and Death are both brothers 
Nurtured inside one womb
Siblings from one mother 
But different, really different 
With kindness and pity, 
Death takes a man to rest

To eternal sleep
Far from madding struggles of life 
But, sadness is greater even in letters 
Spattered with notorious thumbs 
Trying to kill a man alive 
So, Death thanks a lot

Rashad A. Al-Ba'adani, 
Level IV, Education

Ibb University

What are you?
Are you really a human being?
Say ‘yes’ if you dare saying!
You’re an enigma.

Better known to you
Can you fly to lofty heights?
And enjoy the thrills of fanciful 
flights?
Can you feel the throbbings of hearts? 
Can you fathom the ocean’s depth?
You are a riddle one cannot know, 
Yet to me you appear as frozen snow.

Rima Mohammad Ali Mothana
Level 3, English 

Faculty of Education 
Amran

TIMES QUIZ - 7
Questions
1. How much a body weighing on earth would weigh 

on moon?
a) Six times its weight on earth.
b) l/6th of its weight on earth.
c) Twice its weight on earth.
d) Same as on earth.

2. Which technique provides data over vast areas 
about natural resources, meteorology and 
environment in a short time?
a) Remote Sensing. b) Carbon dating.
c) Radiology. d) Dendrology.

3. Who discovered the virus?
a) A. Fleming. b) K. M. Smith.
c) W. M. Stantey. d) D. Luanowski.

4. Who won the Noble Prize in Literature for the year 
2001?

a) Arundhati Roy
b) V. S. Naipaul

4. The outermost layer of the skin is called
a) Epidermis b) Cortex
c) Cuticle d) Dermis

Answers to Times Quiz 6
1. The main component of a television set is cathode 

ray tube.
2. The chief function of mouth is chewing and 

mastication.
3. Physical basis of life is nucleus.
4. The presence of AIDS virus in the body fluid is 

detected by ELISA.
5. The study of earthquake is known as Seismology.

The Education Page Team members wish all readers
Ramadhan Mubarak

yahoo.com
mailto:BOSE@y.net.ye
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War against Akhdam 
at Bab Al-Yemen

Jalal Al-Sharabi 
Yemen Times

T
he violent actions made 
against Akhdam (the 
black people who live 
near Bab Al-Yemen) by 
the security police are still 

taking place in an attempt to force 
them to leave the neighborhood and 
construct a government building. Their 
living conditions are tragic and their 
harassment represents a blatant 
infringement on human rights granted

by the constitution and divine jurispru
dence. We want this problem to be 
known by the Minister of Human 
Rights, Dr. Waheeba Farae, and the 
diverse human rights organizations 
present in Yemen.
For a long time and up to this moment, 
Akhdam have been known as the black 
people in Yemen, particularly those 
who move from one place to another 
searching for shelter. Therefore, they 
are restricted to inferior jobs, such as 
street-cleaners and shoe-makers. 
Akhdam have diverse rituals, but their 
permanent ritual is misery, torture and

slavery. They work like donkeys and 
they have a wretched life in Yemeni 
society.
Three Akhdam were seriously injured 
by the police. At the same time, two 
women miscarried due to the horrible 
terror performed by the policemen. A 
source in the Human Rights 
Organization said that what has been 
practiced against Akhdam constitutes a 
flagrant infringement of human rights, 
and our government must reconsider 
these agreements as an international 
commitments.

The Sheikh of Akhdam in Bab Al- 
Yemen, Shuaee, said more than 5000 
people and around 50 families reside in 
the place, distributed in different hous
es, such as slums mud houses, run
down parts and other houses made 
from thatches. He demanded that the 
Minister of Human Rights interfere to 
stop such acts since they are Yemeni 
citizens. "Why do such infringements 
befall us for the simplest human crite
ria?" he added. YT has visited the site 
and discussed this issue with them for 
one hour. Some photographs were 
taken for the victims to give to the

human rights organizations and the 
concerned bodies to save the families 
from torture.
This lower class works in different 
inferior places, and they are exploited 
by the authorities and the political par
ties during elections to gain their votes 
for the benefit of a specific party. Now 
the area has been fenced off by the 
police. Sources in the Secretariat said 
that although the Akhdam didn't refuse 
to be leave the place, the possibility of 
compensating them is a weak promise; 
their friends were also promised to be

compensated, but when they left the 
place they found nothing but streets to 
reside in and ask for help. One of them, 
Aesh, said that he lost more than his 
livestock due to the recent incidents 
which occurred last Saturday from 4 
a.m. until 8 p.m. This critical issue 
should be treated rationally, and a 
sense of respecting the freedoms of 
human rights should be carefully con
sidered. Above all, we are in dire need 
of national action and strong political 
will to save this inferior class, the class 
of Akhdam.

Tin cottages where Akhdam live

Population and Environmental
Changes Report Released

T
he United Nations 
Population Fund 
(UNFPA) and the 
National Population 
Council organized last 

week a press conference for marking 
the release of a report on the status of 
population in Yemen and around the 
globe for the year 2001 entitled 
"Population and Environmental 
Changes."
Mutahar Zabarah, the Assistant 
Secretary of the National Population 
Council, said the population growth 
that took place in the second half of 
the 20th century at the international 
level, and in the Third World in partic
ular, led to high demand for natural 
resources, so as to cause the debilita
tion of water resources, food and ener
gy. Concerning the status of the 
Republic of Yemen, Zabarah said that 
Yemen is part of the world and thus 
has greatly been influenced by the 
economic, social and environmental 
changes resulting from the rapid and 
huge population growth and its nega
tive consequences. The outcomes of 
this problem will certainly affect the 
future of our rising generation, as the 
population of the Republic of Yemen 
has risen from 5 million inhabitants in 
1960 to more than 20 million inhabi
tants presently. The annual population 
growth rate as reported for the mid- 
90s of the last century totaled 3.7% 
per annum, which is one of the highest 
growth rates in the world, despite the 
fact that this rate has decreased within 
the last few years. One of the most 
negative consequences of the rapid 
population growth in the area of the 
environment is that the tremendous 
population growth coincides with a 
movement of population from the 
rural areas to the major cities in a very 
random manner. The internal immi
gration from the countryside to cities 
is an issue of major concerns, as it 
negatively affects the agricultural pro
duction in rural areas in ways that add 
further burdens on the services pro

vided in cities, particularly if the nec
essary potentials are lacking in the 
cities. Mr. Zabarah added that the 
available studies pertaining to popula
tion and environment in the Republic 
of Yemen utterly confirm that the pop
ulation growth has direct effects on 
the available resources. This is clear 
with regard to water resources, arable 
lands, and the green areas and wildlife 
which have greatly damaged in 
unprecedented way, due to high 
demand and misuse of these resources 
by the population. These irresponsi
ble practices should sound an alarm
ing bell in Yemen. For instance, the 
misuse of the underground water, 
especially in Sana'a, Taiz and Sa'adah, 
has caused a real disaster in these 
areas. Studies reveal that each 
Yemeni’s share of water is continually 
decreasing as a result of the growing 
population. Thus, based on some 
expectations pertaining to the average 
population growth, the share of each 
inhabitant will decease from 138 
cubic meters of underground water per 
capita to nearly 86 cubic meters in 
2015.
According to Mutahar Zabarah, the 
negative consequences of population 
growth and movement to cities will 
not merely affect water resources, but 
also the environment in general, repre
sented by the excessive use of chemi
cal substances for agriculture, waste
water disposal and the misuse of natu
ral resources by people. Mr. Mutahar 
Zabarah concluded his remarks by 
stressing that this occasion marks an 
anniversary for all of us, so as to be 
aware and competent in tackling the 
different dangers threatening our exis
tence as humans. Zabarah maintained 
that striking a balance between the 
growth of population and environment 
will not become a reality without the 
mobilizing efforts of all related bod
ies, particularly with regard to raising 
public awareness, which can play a 
major role in rationalizing our prac
tices harmful to environment.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Attariq weekly 13 Nov. 
2001.

Columnist Khalid Ali Tuaiman says in an 
article on the role of press that undoubt
edly the negative reality the press in our 
country is facing and the many difficul
ties and hindrances, all stand as barrier 
against performing its role. It's obvious 
that our press role is to be mainly 
focused on fighting all forms of corrup
tion, exercising objective criticism 
aimed at straightening mistakes and ill 
practices. Unlike to what is claimed 
against it, the press is not after detecting 
faults and practicing blackmailing.
Many indications point out that the rul
ing elite is still finding much difficulty in 
living in harmony with other opinions 
and views. In many cases this elite tries 
to strangle the other opinion by putting 
pressure on the press, especially the 
independent newspapers.

26 September weekly, 
organ of Yemen Armed 
Forces, 15 Nov. 2001
In its editorial titled" stop 
shedding blood" the 

newspaper says the enormous destruc
tion inflicted on Afghanistan throughout 
the years of civil war and the most recent 
the consequences of the American mis
siles and bombs dropped on it, imposes

humanitarian and ethical duty on the 
international community. The interna
tional community has to stand by the 
Afghan people and support them to 
reconstruct what the war has left behind. 
The most significant process of recon
struction is that related to rehabilitating 
the Afghans depressed psychology that is 
suffering from very deep wounds. This 
rehabilitation should guarantee restora
tion of conciliation, trust and under
standing among the various segments 
and political organizations and tribes of 
the Afghan people and they should sit 
together at the negotiating and discus
sion table for building a better Afghan 
future.
The editorial maintains that this is the 
big challenge the Afghan people have to 
take and stand against it. The most 
important of all is that it should be done 
without and away from foreign interfer
ences in Afghan internal affairs and 
influences, under any title or justification 
whatsoever. The past interferences have 
produced more complications , conflict 
and destruction. What Afghanistan is 
mostly in need of is calmness, stability 
and peace. It needs curbing the war lords 
and their ambitions and to head towards 
work and contribution to enable the 
country recover from its wounds and to 
begin play a positive role regionally and 
Islamically.

Al-Balagh weekly 
13 Nov. 2001

The newspaper's editorial for this week 
says the American terror the United 
States is practicing on the Afghan 
Muslim civilians and the Zionist terror
ism perpetrated by the Zionist entity 
against the Palestinian people, no one 
has pointed at or talked about it. 
Whoever watches scenes of the Afghan 
civilians killed in the American bom
bardment and air attacks would realize 
well that America does not believe in 
democracy, justice or human rights in 
their full sense. America raises these 
slogans at times it needs them, but it is 
ready to tread on them for achieving its 
iniquitous policy against others and to 
impose domination of America and 
Israel over the world.
America may be able to drive Taliban out 
of Kabul but the battle between Taliban 
and the American occupation would not 
stop at that extent.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Naserite 
People's Unionist 
Organization, 13 Nov.
2001
The newspaper's editorial 

says that the language and style used by 
the U.S. president George Bush before 
the UN General Assembly a few days 
ago were lacking the courtesy that 
should be characterizing the one who is 
in his position as president of the most 
powerful country in the world.
Bush has in his speech confiscated the 
right of the United Nations with regard 
to defining an agreed upon meaning of 
terror. He has merely come to dictate on 
the audience his administration's under
standing and definition of terror and to 
demand the world to state its stance 
regarding that definition. He considers 
those who side with his definition as 
being on the right course otherwise he is 
aligned with terrorists destined to be 
taught by America the lessons it has 
begun against Afghanistan.
These instructions and dictations are in 
themselves represent terror and their 
danger lies in being supported with a 
show of power and threat of annihilation 
and destruction for any one resisting 
them.

Professions Vacant
A very well reputed company seeking the following 
professions:
- Hydraulic Eng. (sewerage/ water supply networks)
- Civil Eng. (structural works, access roads 

construction)
- Electrical / electromechanical Eng.(electrical 

installations, pump stations, etc.)
- Sanitary engineers.
- Economist.
- Secretary (Arabic/English Fluent).

Please Send CVs to:
Admin Officer 
P. O. Box 2544 
Sana’a, Yemen

Marjana Tent
At Al-Waleema

Al-Waleema Restaurant invites you 
to spend the nicest Ramadan 
evenings at its Marjana Tent

Live Arabic music
* The best Lebanese Meza

Backgammon, Domino, Playing Cards, 
Sheesha, etc.
Open every night for Iftar (YR 1500 Per 
Person)
Entertainment from 9:00 PM to 2:00 AM

Al Waleema Restaurant
Hada Road, Past Crown Suites Hotel 

Tel: 414786

Continued from page 3
Ambassador of Pakistan to the YT...
Q: Millions of Afghan refugees are 
flowing into Pakistan. Is the US 
providing sufficient financial assis
tance and humanitarian relief to 
cope with this disaster?
A: The Afghan refugees problem is of 
great concern for Pakistan. We 
already have about three million 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan. 
Hundreds of thousands of refugees 
want to cross over into Pakistan. Our 
dilemma is that of how to accommo
date more. Pakistan in this regard has 
been dealing with the UNHCR, the 
United States and other countries of 
the world to help Pakistan in dealing 
with this problem of gigantic magni
tude. You can compare this to when 
you think of a country like Australia 
not prepared to accept even two hun
dred refugees, then how can it be 
expected from a country like Pakistan 
to accommodate refugees over and 
above three million already in 
Pakistan? Our point of view has 
always been that refugee camps 
should be set-up across the border in 
Afghanistan and all assistance to the 
refugees must be given over there so 
that the people go back to 
Afghanistan instead of settling and 
becoming burden on Pakistan's 
already over-stretched economy of 14 
million people. We are still not satis
fied with the magnitude of assistance 
being provided by the United Nations 
and the international community and 
hope that this problem of enormous 
magnitude and consequences would 
be shared by all, including the United 
States.

Q: Pakistan does not consider 
Kashmiri Muslim fighters to be ter
rorists, while the USA and India do. 
Do you feel that the USA is adopt
ing a double standard in this 
regard?
A: The Kashmir issue stems from the 
incomplete agenda of partition of the 
Indo-Pak subcontinent in 1047. The 
partition plan envisages that the resi
dents of the Indian Principalities 
would decide whether to become part 
of India or Pakistan. However, in the 
case of Jammu and Kashmir, this 
principle was treacherously violated 
by the Indian rulers and the Kashmiris 
were not allowed to exercise their 
option. This was the beginning of the 
struggle of the Kashmiri masses to 
attain the inalienable right of theirs, 
i.e. self-determination.
The current phase of agitation in 
India- Held Kashmir is also rooted in 
the struggle of the Kashmiri people 
for the exercise of the right of self- 
determination. Pakistan upholds the 
right of the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir to self-determination, in 
accordance with the resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Council. 
These resolutions of 1948 and 1949 
provide for the holding of a free and 
impartial plebiscite for the determina
tion of the future of the state by the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir.
The basic points of the UN resolution 
are that: (i) the complaint relating to 
Kashmir was initiated by India in the 
Security Council; (ii) the Council 
explicitly and by implication, rejected 
India's claim that Kashmir is legally 
Indian territory; (iii) the resolutions 
established self-determination as the 
governing principle for the settlement 
of the Kashmir dispute. This is the 
world body's commitment to the peo
ple of Kashmir; (iv) the resolutions 
endorsed a binding agreement 
between India and Pakistan reached 
through the mediation of the United 
Nations Commission for India and 
Pakistan (UNCIP) that a plebiscite 
would held, under agreed and speci
fied conditions.
The United Nations Security Council 
has rejected the Indian contention that 
the people of Kashmir have exercised 
their right of self-determination by 
participating in the 'elections' which 
India has from time to time, organized 
in the Indian-Held Kashmir. Very low 
turn out during the 'elections' held in 
1989 and 1996 is a clear repudiation 
of the Indian claim.
Pakistan continues to adhere to the 
UN Resolutions. These are binding on 
India as well. Rather than respond in 
a responsible and democratic manner, 
India has resorted to genocidal repres
sion. and over 75 thousand Kashmiris 
have been martyred since 1989 when

this popular and indigenous move
ment gained momentum. Over the 
recent months, the level of violence 
and brutalities has been raised with 
the induction of additional forces, in 
addition to 700,000 already in Jammu 
and Kashmir.
The Kashmiris in the Indian-Held 
Kashmir and fighting for their rights, 
and hence cannot be termed as terror
ists.
The 9th Extraordinary session of the 
Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers held in Doha on October 
10, 2001, has stressed its rejection of 
any linkage between terrorism and the 
rights of the Islamic and Arab peo
ples, including the Palestinian and 
Lebanese peoples, to self-determina
tion, self-defense, sovereignty and 
resistance against Israeli and foreign 
occupation, all of which are legiti
mate rights enshrined in the United 
Nations Charter and international law. 
The United States also recognizes 
Kashmir as a disputed territory 
between Pakistan and India, and in his 
recent visit to these countries, US 
Secretary of State Mr. Colin Powell 
stressed the resolution of this issue 
through dialogue and also offered his 
government's readiness to mediate in 
case both countries agree to ,it. 
Pakistan has absolutely no hesitation 
in that.

Q: Frankly speaking, Yemenis 
oppose Pakistan's government's 
stance concerning the strikes 
against the Afghan people. How 
could you convince Yemenis that 
Pakistan made the right decision?
A: First of all I would like to clarify 
that campaign against terrorism is not 
against the Afghan people, rather it is 
aimed at terrorists and those who are 
harboring them. The terrorist attacks 
of 11 September triggered worldwide 
shock and horror, evoking condemna
tion of the criminal acts, grief and sor
row for the victims, condolences for 
the families and sympathy and soli
darity with the people of the United 
States, governments including those 
of OIC countries voiced these senti
ments spontaneously. The govern
ment and the people of Yemen con
demned the terrorist attacks; so did 
we. Our position is clear and emphat
ic. The people of Yemen we believe 
have full understanding of the cir
cumstances under which our govern
ment has made the decision to extend 
all our support for the anti-terrorist 
campaign. The government of Yemen 
has also appreciated our position, 
which is based on principles support
ed by the UN General Assembly and 
the OIC countries.

Q: Does the Pakistan government

agree on a new government without 
the Taliban?
A: Our President General Pervez 
Musharraf, in this regard, has clearly 
lain down four parameters for such a 
government. Firstly, the unity and sta
bility of Afghanistan must be ensured. 
Secondly, to have a broad-based 
multi-ethnic government representa
tive of all the ethnic groups, taking 
into account the ethnic composition 
of Afghanistan. Thirdly, we must not 
ever be seen to be imposing a political 
solution on the Afghans. We should 
be seen as facilitating a solution, and 
the solution needs to be in accordance 
with the wishes of the people of 
Afghanistan. Lastly, Pakistan would 
certainly like to have a friendly 
Afghanistan on its western border. 
When we say that the process has to 
be developed by the Afghans them
selves, then it will have to include all 
the Afghans who are outside and 
more importantly, I should say, all the 
Afghans who are inside Afghanistan. 
There may be 25 to 30% who are out
side Afghanistan, but there may be 7- 
75% of Afghans who are inside 
Afghanistan; they will have to be 
inducted in this process. Of course, 
this is the challenge for the United 
Nations - how to bring about national 
reconciliation.

Q: What is the truth in the reports 
that several Yemenis in Pakistan or 
Pakistanis in Yemen were arrested 
with the suspicion of being involved 
in terrorist activities?
A: There is no truth in the reports that 
Yemenis have been arrested in 
Pakistan. However, we have come 
across a new item that appeared in the 
Arabic daily 'Al-Thawra' on October 
30, 2001 in which a statement of a 
Yemeni national who was studying in 
Karachi University was published. 
According to his statement, he was 
arrested by the security agencies who 
investigated him and later permitted 
to resume his normal life. He returned 
to Taiz on October 14. Regarding 
arrest of Pakistanis in Yemen, so far 
not a single case of arrest of a 
Pakistani is in the knowledge of this 
embassy.

Q: How do you assess, from a 
Pakistani point of view, the Yemeni 
government's stance in this crisis?
A: We greatly appreciate the decision 
of the government of Yemen for 
extending their support for an anti
terrorist campaign. I feel that such a 
decision will go a long way in 
improving Yemen's image as a 
responsible member of the world 
community and strengthen its posi
tion both domestically and interna
tionally.

VACANCY
Administrative Assistant / Executive Secretary 

Basic Education Expansion Project (IDA Credit No. 3422)

The Basic Education Expansion Project seeks applicants for the 
position of Administrative Assistant / Executive Secretary who 
under the general direction of the Project Director will have overall 
responsibility for providing administrative and secretarial support to 
the staff of the Credit Administration Unit.
The candidate will work under a highly effective and demanding work 
environment.
In this respect, he/she will:

Provide secretarial and operational assistance to professional 
staff involved in various activities.
Ensure quality of outgoing correspondence and other related doc
uments.
Manage the filing system and record management.
Schedule appointments.
Arrange for translations.
Manage the leave and attendance system.
Handle the logistics of conferences and workshops.

Qualifications:
- A Graduate degree

At least 5 years experience in office logistic management. 
Experience in the management of secretarial staff with good inter
personal skills.
Excellent communication skills.
Demonstration familiarity with word processing and spreadsheet 
applications.
Proficiency in speaking and writing Arabic & English.

All applications along with a detailed resume should be submitted by 
November 26, 2001 to the following address:

Basic Education Expansion Project
Projects' Sector Building-Ministry of Education
Sana'a, Baghdad Street
P.O. Box 16392
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OFFER FOR SELLING
VESSELS & TANKERS

Name of Vessel Weight (tons) Type of VSL Year & Place of Built
Alia 13656 Cargo 1972/USSR
Teba 8342 Cargo 1976/Japan
Mariam 8342 Cargo 1976/Japan
Naser 3549 Cargo 1976/Germany
Aiah 3549 Cargo 1973/Germany
Sare 36400 Tanker 1972/Spain
Kahirat 36400 Tanker 1973/Spain
Gheed 36400 Tanker 1973/Spain

A
lia for Transportation and General Trade Co. is announcing selling the vessels and 
tankers which are presently anchored in Aden port in the Republic of Yemen 'as is where 
is' in a close offers. The names and main specifications of the vessels and tankers are 
mentioned in the list attached here to.

Those willing to purchase the vessels are requested to submit their bids indicating the name of the 
vessel/vessels which they intend to buy together with the purchase price in US Dollars, taking into 
consideration to send the offers to the ship owners at the address mentioned below. The latest date 
to receive the bids is on Sunday (twenty fifth of November 2001) at local time of Kingdom of 
Jordan.
The selling will be made according to the following clauses:
1. The selling of the vessels shall be effected on basis of 'as is where is' and according to the 

specification mentioned in the list.
2. The buyer shall upon being notified of the conclusive entrustment of the bid in his favor, pay the 

purchase price and withdraw at his own expense the vessel/vessels from the Yemeni territorial 
waters, on a condition not later than 10/DEC/2001.

3. The buyer shall upon being notified of the conclusive entrustment of the bid in his favor, bear 
all anchorage berthing and mooring fees as well as all other expenses due on the vessel/vessels.

4. The buyer shall be responsible to bear all anchorage dues and fees relating to the deletion of the 
vessel/vessels from the ship - registers as well as all charges, dues and fees relating to the 
transferring the ownership of the vessel/vessels and all other charges and expenses whatever 
their type or sources.

5. The buyer shall pay the amount of $100,000 US Dollars (one hundred thousand dollars) to the 
seller immediately upon being notified by the latter of the conclusive entrustment of the bid in 
his favor, provided that the buyer shall effect payment of the reminder purchase price as well as 
all other relevant matters involved within period of 7 days (seven days) from the date on which 
he is notified of conclusive entrustment.

6. The buyer shall upon being notified of the conclusive entrustment of the bid in his favor, assign 
and appoint the substitute crew members for the sold vessels and shall sign the protocol of 
delivery of the vessels.

7. In case the already-bought vessel(s) have not been withdrawn and so sailed from the port after 
10/12/2001, the buyer is liable to pay USD 300 per day or part of the day thereof for the first 
week, thereafter amount shall be doubled after the first week.

8. For more information, please contact the following address:

A) Alia for Transportation & General Trade Co.
Abali, Akarco Building
Ninth floor
Tel: 5656536, Telefax:5603102
P. O. Box 911399, Postal Code 11191
Amman, Jordan
E-mail: alia@jonet.com

B) The National Shipping Company
Office No.: 00967-2-204561-202920-204861
Fax No.: 00967-2-202644/205478
Tlx No.: 6216 NATSHIP YE
P. O. Box: 1228 Steamer Point
Aden
E-mail: natship@y.net.ye
Yemen - Aden

C) Gulf & Arabian Island Shipping Services L.L.C.
Dubai, UAE
Tel. 971-4-2680097
Fax: 971-4-2680092
P. O. Box: 17715, Dubai

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Yemen Hunt Oil Company is currently seeking Mechanical Engineer to work 
in our Central Processing Facility near Marib. Successful candidates will 
work schedule of 28 days on and have 28 days off.

Minimum Requirements:
• A bachelor’s degree n Mechanical Engineering from a recognized and a reput

ed university.
• The successful candidate should possess excellent over his spoken and written 

English.
• Must not be older than 40 years old.
• Prior experience in an industrial Environment is preferred.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS.
Deadline for the application December 31, 2001.

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume to:

YEMEN OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Human Resources Manager 

P.O. BOX 481 
Or 

Fax: 416898 
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us, we will call you for an interview if you are successful 
candidate.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral organisation whose 
exclusively humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of war and internal vio
lence and to provide them with assistance. It directs and coordinates the international relief activities 
conducted by the Movement in situations of conflict. It also endeavours to protect suffering by pro
moting and strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles. Established in 
1863, the ICRC is at the origin of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

Open position: The ICRC invites all applicants to submit their CVs for the position of a

field officer
based in Sana'a to undertake the following tasks:

Tasks:

Preparing field trips and joining expatriate staff on field trips. These trips may last from one day to 
several weeks and are conducted to Governorates all over Yemen.
Serving as an interpreter for expatriate staff.
Arranging appointments with interlocutors (authorities, international organisations, embassies, etc.) 
Undertaking independent field trips in order to follow-up projects
Gathering news from newspapers or the Internet and keeping the expatriate staff up to date with 
developments in Yemen and the region
Representing the ICRC in the field and spreading its principles
Performing other duties as required

Qualifications and Profile Required:
Fluency in Arabic and English - speaking, reading and writing
Good general knowledge of Yemen (politics, economy, society, culture, history)
Good 4 WD driving skills (driving license) and basic mechanical skills
Good judgement, initiative, high sense of responsibility, organisation and analytical skills
Potential to learn fast and adaptability. Team spirit
Readiness to flexible working hours and absence from Sana'a
Humanitarian motivation
Basic knowledge in computer applications (word processing, Internet applications)
Working experience in humanitarian organisations is a plus

Please send your application (including a CV and a letter of motivation) to the address 
mentioned below until November 28th 2001. Candidates with a suitable application will 
undergo an English/Arabic language test and several interviews with staff members.

International Committee of the Red Cross 
"field officer"
Southern 60-m-Road; close to the UNDP
P.O. Box 2267
Sana'a, Republic of Yemen 
or fax to: 01/422273

mailto:alia@jonet.com
mailto:natship@y.net.ye


Ramadan in Taiz
Ramadan in the city of Taiz may not 
greatly differ from that of Sana'a, 
Riyadh, Cairo, Damascus, Tehran or 
Jakarta, as the people of all these cities 
share a common denominator in 
observing the month of Ramadan. 
However, Ramadan in Taiz has a spe-

cial flavor that distinguishes it from the 
other cities of Yemen, due to certain 
natural characteristics. One day before 
the fall of Ramadan, everyone you 
meet warmly greets you with 
"Ramadan mubarak," while children 
have their own words announcing the

arrival of the 
month of 
Ramadan, say
ing, “Welcome 
the month of 
fasting." For the 
most part, all 
people duly 
observe the ritu
als of the holy 
month of
Ramadan in
ways that show 
the fear of and 
obedience to the 
Almighty God. 
During daylight, 
one could notice the quietness that pre
vails in the city as streets become semi
deserted. In contrast, at nighttime the 
markets become very crowded as peo
ple go to shop and to meet their friends. 
Only one thing disrupts the tranquillity 
of this month - qat markets - as many 
people go to purchase qat before sunset 
or after breaking the fast. Reciting the

Quran is one of the most visible char
acteristics of this month, as you see 
people sitting and reading verses of the 
Holy Quran. Indeed, many people 
could finish reading the Holy Quran 
twice or thrice during this month. At 
the time of breaking the fast, people sit 
and call on the Almighty God to accept 
their fasting and prayers as well as to 
make them succeed in their life.
Despite the availability of so many 
forms of media which are used for 
announcing the time of fast-breaking, 
such as radio and television, the fast
breaking cannon installed at al-Qahira 
Castle is still one of the most unique 
characteristics of Ramadan in Taiz. All 
people await the firing of the cannon, 
marking the end of day. Concerning the 
meals served at the fast-breaking time, 
most people usually have light dishes, 
but always starting with dates and after 
that "shafut" (small pieces of bread 
mixed with yogurt), which is one of the 
most special meals of Ramadan. After 
nighttime prayers most people begin 
having the main dishes which are very 
diverse. Meanwhile, nightlife becomes 
more lively as people go to meet their 
friends at cafes and others go to qat 
meetings.
Mosques in Ramadan are not merely 
for prayers, as they have become a 
place for learning the Holy Quran and 
the other religious sciences. Following 
nighttime prayer, many religious lec
tures are performed, which last until 
early morning. Ultimately, the holy 
month of Ramadan is a time of repen
tance to God; thus we all have to avail 
this chance to ask for God's mercy 
through worship and obedience.
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AFGHANISTAN IN PICTURES
A

t last, a landslide victory of the strike 
against ‘terror’ had started yielding 
its fruits. Following last week’s 
breakthrough in the US-led war in 
Afghanistan, in which the Northern 

Coalition signalled a major victory over the
Taliban, undeniably with the assistance of US air 

strikes, Afghans are slowly regaining their hope in 
the future, which is certainly still in stake.
But the more than 40 days of bombardment had 
left wounds that are very difficult to heal. Hence, 
we decided to publish a few images representing 
the trauma that Afghans lived since the strikes 
began. We leave the comments to our readers...

THIS SPACE
MAY BE YOURS
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Photo of the Week

A Shower or a Drink?

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
A weekly column for bizarre stories & news

Downtown Cincinnati Buildings Evacuated
Hundreds of office workers in downtown Cincinnati were sent scrambling into 
the street Monday when their buildings were evacuated. The Enquirer says that 
police ordered the evacuation of the buildings around Fourth and Walnut after 
someone reported what they thought was a "suspicious" car parked outside at the 
curb.
Police finally broke into the trunk of the parked car when its owner failed to 

return. They found nothing. The car was eventually towed. The incident began 
when a caller to 9-1-1 said he had seen "three men of Arab descent" jumping 
from the car and speeding away in a van. The owner of the car was finally locat
ed. It was a rental car. The man was not of Arab descent.

Speeding Motorists Dismissed on a Wing and a Prayer
POLAND - I am sure we have all said our own little prayers to help get us out 
of a bind, but never quite like this. Motorists in south-west Poland can now 
escape fines for traffic violations as long as they pray with a priest working with 
the police.
Local police are hoping the priest's presence on the road will be an effective pre
ventive measure, which will help to reduce the number of offences. According 
to Sergeant Sebastian Kuzmiak, he admits he can not escape the feeling that 
someone is always watching them from above. The only downturn for him is 
that offenders often escape unpunished. "I am powerless in the priest's presence. 
After he talks to the offender, I simply can not issue a fine ticket," Kuzmiak con
fessed.

Jack Nicholson Fuming Over Sale of Missing Teeth
Academy Award-winning actor Jack Nicholson is reportedly fuming over the 
sale of his missing teeth. His baby teeth and adult molars are being auctioned as 
a collectible set of 11 teeth.
The auction is scheduled to begin on December 10th on Sky digital show 
Auction World Dot TV. The teeth have been available separately for years, but 
this is the first time they have ever been sold as a set. Producers have already 
received offers for the collection.
But Nicholson wants the teeth returned. His agent said, "My client obviously 
feels more than a little uneasy about his missing molars going up for sale, we're 
eager to strike a deal with the channel's people to get the teeth back." I guess he 
better place a bid.



Great Men 
in Yemen’s History

Deya’a al-Selwi

Abdulwali Abdulwareth Farhan Al- 
Shameri was born in August 14 1956 
in Shameer, a suburb in Taiz. He 
began to learn in his hometown. Then 
he moved to different cities for learn
ing, such as, Zabeed ,Taiz and 
Hodeidah. He studied the classical 
Arabic, literature, and Islamic theolo
gy.
He was apprenticed by some famous 
religious scholars, such as the Mufti, 
Mohammed bin Soyman Al-Ahdal, 
Ahmad Daood Al-Battah, Mohammed 
bin Omar Al-Ahdal and others.
His main works
He worked for the diplomatic corps at 
the Al-Noor Scientific Institute in 
Hodiedah, and then he joined the mil
itary service and served most of his 
life, and he was promoted to a 
colonel. He worked as a security offi

cer and then as a Director to Sharaab 
District. He worked as an army com
mander in Shameer and battled brave
ly against the communist advance 
when it invaded the Yemeni country
sides at the beginning of 1979 to 1984 
and was called the Front War.
He was elected as a member in the 
Yemeni Shura Council and then as a 
member in the Peoples Council, start
ing from 1984 to 1994 took part in the 
secessionist war in 1994. He founded 
Al-Ebda Corporation for Culture, 
Literature and Arts and founded the 
two libraries on in Sana'a and the 
other in Cairo.
He was appointed as a permanent rep
resentative for Yemen in the Arab 
League.
His main books
He wrote many books in literature, 
politics and military. He One-thou
sand War, the Military Strategy for 
Desert Storm, the Arabic Poetry and a 
book dealing with Afghani Issue, and 
Believe and Work, a systematic study.
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Abdulwali Al-Shameri
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Chairman of the Yemen-Gulf Bank, Mr. Mohammed Hassan Al-Zubairi to YT:
“there have been no severe effect of the September 11 attacks, except for the delay in money transfers 

carried out through American Banks."

T
he Yemen-Gulf 
Bank, though a 
newly estab
lished one, has 
gained good rep

utation in the Yemeni market. 
Presently, the bank is consid
ered one of the best banking 
institutions operating in our 
country. To shed more light on 
this giant institution 
Mohammed al-Masani met 
with its Head of Board of 
Directors, Mr. Mohammed 
Hassan al-Zubeiri and filed the 
following report.

Yemen-Gulf Bank
Introducing the Yemen-Gulf 
Bank, Mr. Mohammed Hassan 
al-Zubeiri said, “The Yemen- 
Gulf Bank was established with 
the aim of attracting investment 
activities by the Gulf business
men. For them, banks were one 
of the safest channels of invest
ing their money. There have 
been reasons for their choice such as 
the fact that banks are monitored by 
the Central Bank which helps control 
any manipulation and that it is easy to 
sell one's share when deciding to 
withdraw.”

As far as the Bank's activities in 
Yemen, al-Zubeiri stated that Yemen's 
investment law was good. "We have 
heard that this law will be amended.

There will not be a need to obtain a 
license for any investment project 
according to the new law. It will be 
enough to register projects at the 
General Authority of Investment, 
after which one can get tax relief. No 
customs tariffs are demanded for pro

duction material and 
equipment," said al- 
Zubeiri, describing 
such facilities as 
encouraging. He 
added that security, 
judicial and adminis
trative difficulties and 
hindrances will also 
be abolished with the 
help of the World 
Bank and
International 
Monitory Fund.

The Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) 
blacklisted a number of clients who 
failed to repay their loans and distrib
uted the list to commercial banks to 
avoid dealing with those clients. To

avoid such a common problem, al- 
Zubeiri said the Yemen-Gulf Bank is 
very careful in regards of loaning. 
"However," he added, "Any bank 
expects to have the same problem. 
Banks can lean on treasury bonds if 
they want to avoid investment, but 
this choice does not generate good 
revenues."
On the subject of the fluctuating price 
of Yemeni Rial and its consequences

on banks operating in the country, he 
said it even affects the economy of the 
country, let alone the commercial 
banks.
"What adds insult to injury is that 
Yemen imports everything, which 
causes inflation," he said. "The 
(CBY) treats this problem by increas
ing profits of its treasury bonds which 
helps compensate losses caused by 
deterioration of the price of the local

currency," he added.
It is worth mentioning that the price 
of Yemeni Rial has lost more points to 
the US dollar after the September 11 
attacks on New York and Washington. 
The events have also affected banks, 
but al-Zubeiri said there have been no 
severe effect of the September 11 
attacks, except for the delay in money 
transfers carried out through 
American Banks.

At the end of the interview he 
expressed hopes to build good rela
tions with the (CBY). "I am sure that 
the (CBY) is more concerned about 
establishing a sort of partner relations 
with commercial banks," he said, 
adding Yemen's economy, guarantee
ing shareholders' rights, protecting the 
country's currency, etc., concern all 
commercial banks not only the 
(CBY).

MAASALAMA CHANDRA TULKAR!
AHLAN WASAHLAN SUSHIL TANDON!

A
fter serving for almost 7 
years, Mr. Chandra 
Tulkar, Food & 
Beverages Manager of Taj Sheba 

Hotel, bids goodbye to all of us. 
During his tenure as F & B 
Manager, Mr. Tulkar with his 
impeccable PR skills and rich 
experience ensured, that Taj 
Sheba was the most happening
place in Sana’a. It is most certain that all in Sana’a will miss him. 
To continue with this mission of making Taj Sheba the most happening 
hotel venue, we are pleased to introduce Mr. Sushil Tandon, who has 
arrived from New Delhi India.
Sushil has been with the Taj group for over a decade, and considers him
self very fortunate to be part of the team, that launched five speciality 
restaurants and one coffee shop, at Dubai’s in the news property, Taj 
Palace at Deira Dubai. Besides being a passionate hotelier, Sushil 
believes in exceeding customer expectations and aims to dazzle and 
delight his valued guests, by offering them crisp, innovative and memo
rable dining experiences.
We wish him all the best for his new assignment of maintaining Taj 
Sheba as the most preferred hotel in Sana’a.

Mr. Chandra Tulkar Mr. Sushil Tandon

Vacancy
Dar al-Hikmah al-Yamaniah is look
ing for a bilingual secretary with good 
computer skills.
For more information, call 275220 

or 277819
email: hikma@y.net.ye

DISH 
OF THE 
WEEK

By:
Chef Vijay Kumar
Executive Chef

Courtesy:
Taj Sheba Hotel
Sana’a

Tucson tomato and 
bread soup

Serves - 4

Ingredients

1. Ripe tomatoes 1200 GMS
skinned, seeded & chopped

2. Garlic cloves a few
3. Onions 2 nos.
4. Olive oil 60 ml
5. Salt to taste
6. Pepper to taste
7. Tomato juice 200 ml
8. Bread slice 3 slices
9. Basil few sprigs
10. Extra virgin oil 20 ml

Method

1. Put garlic, onion and oil in a heavy 
pan and cook gently for a few minutes.
2.Add tomatoes and simmer till it 
becomes concentrated.
3. Add the bread slices, seasoning and 
tomato juice and adjust consistency as 
required.
4. Blend well and serve hot garnished 
with tom basil and a swirl of extra vir
gin oil.

Travel & Tourism
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