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Yemen, U.S. to Sign Security Pact
President Ali Abdullah Saleh begins today 
an official visit to the U.S., where he is 
scheduled to meet on Tuesday Nov. 27 the 
US president George W. Bush at the White 
House. He is likely to meet with high rank­
ing officials like the Vice-President, State 
Secretary Colin Powell, Secretary of 
Defense, Donald Rumsfield, and other sen­
ior officials. His meetings will focus on the 
two countries' security cooperation, mainly 
on fighting terrorism.
Yemeni official sources said that during the 
visit an economic, security and intelligence 
pact between the two sides will be signed. 
The pact will focus on terrorism and Yemen's 
efforts to establish marine patrol police, 
which the US is expected to support directly

or through donor countries, mainly the 
German and Dutch. Yemen believes this 
police force is very important to control the 
security of the southern Red Sea and the Arab 
Sea, preventing any sort of piracy or terrorist 
infiltration into Yemen.

According to well-informed sources, this pact 
will allow FBI investigators to directly inter­
rogate suspects of the USS Cole incident of 
last year. Previously, they weren't allowed to 
question the eight Yemeni suspects.

Continued on Page 2

Opposition Unhappy with the New SEC
At last, the representative of Islah in the newly 
formed Supreme Elections Committee (SEC), Mr. 
Abdullah al-Akwa'a, was sworn in before 
President Saleh last Thursday. Reliable sources 
disclosed that President Saleh exerted pressure on 
the Islah leadership to let its representative be 
sworn in. The sources said Saleh threatened that 
he would nominate another person to fill the place 
of Islah in the SEC.
Islah was not happy with the formation of the SEC 
as it was given, with only one seat instead of the 
two it had in the past. Islah believes its role as an 
influential party in the political fabric of the coun­
try is being marginalized by the ruling party 
(PGC), which has been represented by four people 
in the ESC. Of course, Sheikh Abdullah al-Amar, 
Islah President, conducted talks with President 
Saleh. He pressured the Islah leaders not to boy­
cott the SEC. Islah policy, in addition, never 
believes in the boycotting of political or public 
associations. Political observers believe that the 
low representation of the opposition (Socialist 
Party one seat. Democratic Nasserite, PGC 

alliance, and Islah one seat) will be more or less 
marginalized and will not guarantee any fairness 
in the coming elections. PGC will be able to pass 
any decision.
Another trick PGC has pulled on the opposition is 
that the SEC General Secretariat (executive 
authority) will be run by the PGC, for President 
Saleh appointed Dr. Rashad al-Rasas, Deputy 
Minister of Legal Affairs, as Secretary General of 
this authority. This limits the representation of the 
opposition in the SEC.
Mr. Khaled al-Sharef, Minster of State, has been 
nominated as Chairman of the SEC, with al- 
Akwa'a as Vice-Chairman. Mr. Abu Mohammed 
al-Janadi, Democratic Nasserite Party Secretary 
General, has been given the post of the Chairman 
of Media and Culture. The rest include Dr. 
Abdulmumen Shuja'addin, PGC, Chairman of the 
Legal Sector, Dr. Mohammed al-Sayani. PGC, 
Planning and Technical Sector, Alawi al-Mashhur, 
PGC, Chairman of the Finance Department, and 
Salaman al-Khanbashi, Socialist, Chairman of the 
Secretariat & Documentation Department.

Saudi Arabia to Provide 
Yemen with Security Aid 
The Middle East News Line Service 
said Gulf defense sources confirmed 
that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will 
indeed fund joint projects with Yemen 
to improve security and fight insur­
gency and smuggling along the 
Yemeni-Saudi borders.
Besides the Kingdom's commitment to 
provide Yemen with aid to purchase 
systems such as night-vision and sen­
sors, Saudi authorities stated that there 
is a plan to provide assistance to 
Yemen's navy in the form of training 
and systems.
Since the Jeddah border treaty was 
signed more than one year ago, the 
two countries have enhanced their 
security cooperation and the prospect 
of Saudi aid to Yemen. This comes as 
the two sides have also agreed on 
increasing cooperation in fighting ter­
rorism by all possible means .

Canada to Extradite AI-Hadi to USA
Canada has confirmed that Nageeb 
Abduljabbar Mohamed Al-Hadi, a Yemeni 
detained in Canada, will be extradited and sub­
mitted to the USA.
Al-Hadi, whose extradition was demanded 
officially by the USA, was detained after his 
Chicago-bound Lufthansa flight from 
Frankfurt was diverted on September 11, and 
he had four passports in his possession.
According to the AFP, a Canadian government 
lawyer told the presiding judge of the Ontario 

Superior Court on Thursday that the Canadian 
government issued an authority to proceed 
document.
The Canadian authorities had earlier outlined 
seven charges corresponding to those outlined 
by the US authorities in their request of extra­
diting Al-Hadi, including entering Canada 
with a false passport, forgery and other 
charges.
On the other hand, Al-Hadi denied any links to 
any terrorist groups and rejected accusations of 

forgery of passports. Gary Batasar, the lawyer 
of Al-Hadi, said he would try to move up the 
date of extradition and file a motion on Al- 
Hadi's detention conditions.
It was mentioned that Al-Hadi was held in soli­
tary confinement at Toronto's Metro West 
Detention Center. The authorities concerned in 
the Canadian government declined to com­
ment on the reason behind detaining Al-Hadi 
in that center before any final conviction.
The lawyer of Al-Hadi added that he was con­
cerned about his health, as he said "He is 
gaunt, pale and has lost weight. I'm concerned 
about his state (of mind)."

Yemen to Seek IMF 
and WB Assistance

Yemen will be seeking financial aid from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank (WB) during the official visit of 
President Saleh to the USA which begins today. 
The assistance is intended to support the eco­
nomic reform program that the country had 
started in 1995 following the 1994 Civil War.
Yemen, which is the poorest Arab country, is 
suffering from a foreign debt exceeding USD 4 
billion.

Stiff Measures against 
Illegal Immigrants

The Ministry of Interior on Tuesday 
warned illegal immigrants in Yemen 
that it would take strong measures 
against them if they do not renew their 
resident permits. An official source con­
firmed to YT news of strict measures 
taken against those who do not hold 
legal papers in an attempt to crackdown 
on illegal immigrants.
This comes at a time Yemen is trying to 
round up foreigners believed to have 
ties to Islamic fundamentalist groups in 
an effort to limit terrorist threats in the 
country.
It was reported earlier that a number of 
Arab Afghans, some who are not 
Yemeni, were arrested for suspected 
involvement in terrorist groups.

Suspect Financial Office Closed in Yemen 
A Sana’a-based office of the Baraka Financial Group, 
which was accused by the U.S. of funding terrorism, 
was temporarily shut down by Yemeni security author­
ities, Yemeni informed sources said on Monday.
Investigations were underway to check whether the 
office, as the U.S. claimed, had managed funds 
belonging to the al-Qaida network of Osama bin 
Laden, the prime suspect in the September 11 terror 
attacks in the U.S..
The office is expected to be reopened this week in case 
the charge proves to be baseless, the sources said.
Earlier, the U.S. put the group, which handles money 
transfers around the world, on a list of organizations 
whose assets should be frozen on charges of using 
their profits to fund Osama's al-Qaida network.
At the U.S. request, the Yemeni Central Bank has 
already frozen accounts of individuals and 
groups on the list of organizations suspected to 
be terrorism-related.
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Words of Wisdom
One of the major problems of Yemen is that there 

is no way of identifying the true worth of an 
individual in terms of knowledge and know­
how. All levels of examinations in schools 

have lost their meaning, and they have become 
hollow procedures. Cheating is rampant, evalu­

ation is less than objective or thought, and grades 
arc "adjusted and re adjusted” long after the 

results are announced.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, 
(1951-1999) 

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Hope in Yemen's 

Tourism Renewed

A
 glimpse of hope and anticipation has emerged 

lately in the tourism sector in Yemen. Despite 
the tough conditions Yemen has gone through 
in the recent past, and despite the September 
11 attacks that have caused tremendous losses 

to the tourism sector in general, many tourists still believe that 
Yemen is among the most beautiful and attractive destinations 
for tourism.
Last week, while I was having dinner in one of the hotels in 
Sana’a, I was truly delighted to see what I didn't expect to see 
anytime soon. I saw around 30 foreign tourists who were hav­
ing dinner at the hotel.
After inquiring about the objective of their visit, I realized that 
they were tourists from Germany. Those tourists came despite 
the negative travel advice of European governments regarding 
traveling to Yemen. They have challenged this warning and 
insisted on coming. This courageous step has indeed over­
whelmed the emotions of the local staff at the travel industry 
in Yemen.
"There always is hope. There must be hope," said a travel 
agency manager who expressed his faith in Yemen's beauty 
and attractions stressing the importance of not giving up hope. 
On another level, the Yemeni government is now slowly get­
ting out of the September 11 shock and its consequences. 
Efforts are underway to implement a security master plan to 
evaluate and work on eliminating all the problems tourists 
face, including insecurity and armed escorts, as well other 
issues that disturb tourists significantly.
However, there are many more steps to be taken to bring 
Yemen's image to what it used to be. The government needs to 
take care of the phenomenon of carrying arms in cities, and 
also that of military escorts who instead of protecting tourists 
are getting used to harassing and getting money from them. 
As Yemen Times, we thank this particular group for breaking 
all barriers and resisting all warnings by coming to Yemen. 
We also want to notify the Yemeni government that it should 
take advantage of this trust that those tourists gave to the 
Yemeni security enforcing bodies and act responsibly by pro­
viding better security and ridding tourists of indecent and cor­
rupt military escorts that tourists have complained about in the 
past.
There is hope in Yemen's tourism future, but this hope should 
not be shattered by insecurity or instability. We should all 
work hard on paying back those tourists who trusted us 
despite all the local, regional, and global events by pushing 
for more progress in security and stability in Yemen.

(CBY) Demands Banks 
Exchange European 
Currencies for Euro

The Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) issued a note to commercial 
banks, companies and individuals dealing with European curren­
cies to exchange them for euro, planned to be officially used start­
ing the beginning of next January.
The CBY informed all banks about the decision of the European 
Central Bank to use the Euro for business and also has set dates at 
which using the European states' currencies will terminate. Dates 
range from one to two years.
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A Decree to Ban Dua’a Before Morning Prayers
Official sources at the Ministry of 
Endowments & Guidance said that the min­
istry was about to issue a decree banning 
reciting religious "mwashahats" before morn­
ing prayers, because it disturbs patients and 
children during sleeping time.
The same sources added that the ministry had 
a plan to generalize a standard timing for

prayer calls at all Yemeni mosques. The min­
istry is currently striving to get a "fatwa" from 
the Association of Yemeni Clerics so as to 
legitimize its decision.
Recitation of some religious poetry before 
morning prayers is very common in Yemeni 
mosques, particularly in Sana'a where a great 
deal of religious musical groups are based.

Historic Monuments & Sites Project Completed
The General Authority for Antiquities & 
Manuscripts has completed preparations for 
announcing the results of a program pertain­
ing to the directory of the historical monu­
ments and archaeological sites in Hadramaut 
valley within the next couple of days. The 
program was funded by the government of 
Italy at a cost of USD 500,000 according to an 
agreement between the World Bank and the 
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Yemen. 
The program includes a set of components 
such as preparing a record of photographs and 
information about the historical sites and 
monuments in Hadramaut valley, which 
exceed 400 sites. The program has also pro­
duced detailed maps which can be used for 
future excavations and renovation projects. In

a statement to Saba 
News Agency, Dr. 
Yusef Abdu Abdalah, 
Chairman of the 
General Corporation 
for Antiquities & 
Manuscripts, said that 
the project had come 
within the policies and
strategies aiming at preserving the national 
heritage, adding that the project will be a cor­
nerstone for all surveys in the Republic of 
Yemen. Dr. Yusef noted that the Authority 
was planning to create two technical depart­
ments for documenting all historical sites and 
monuments at the headquarters of the 
Authority and its branch in Sayoun.

US Offers Yemen Commodity Assistance by $ 24 Million
On November 3, 2001, the first shipment of 
United States commodity assistance. 8,189 
metric tons of wheat flour, arrived in the port 
of Hodeidah. Other shipments are scheduled 
to arrive in the ports of Aden and Hodeidah 
over the coming months.
This shipment is part of a total commodity 
grant of 107,500 metric tons from the United 
States Department of Agriculture's 416-(b)- 
commodity assistance program. This grant 
consists of 7,500 metric tons of non-fat dried 
milk and 30,000 metric tons of wheat flour.
Thus, commodities are donated by the United 
States government to the Republic of Yemen 
Government, which are, in turn, sold to the 
private sector. The proceeds of the sales are 
utilized to finance small and medium-sized 
social-related development projects with the

objectives of alleviating poverty, promoting 
economic and agricultural development, 
improving health and education services and 
creating employment through labor-intensive 
infrastructure projects that are developed in 
conjunction with local administrators and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
Such projects in the past have included con­
structing schools, orphanages health clinics, 
small water projects, and farm-to-markets 
roads, as well as rehabilitating the Yemeni 
National, the Magashem in the Old City of 
Sana'a and building the Sa'ilah (road/flood- 
way) in the heart of the Old City of Sana'a. In 
FY 2000, the proceeds totaled $ 27 million 
and FY 2001 is estimated to total $24 million. 
The US grants Yemen an annual basis $40 
million to support development.

YSCC Holds Annual 
Meeting

Yemeni official sources said that Yemeni and 
Saudi officials agreed that the Yemeni-Saudi 
Coordination Council (YSCC) will hold its 
meeting on an annual basis instead of every 
six months. The sources said this change in 
the schedule of the YSCC will give its com­
mittees a chance to discuss issues of concern 
to both sides. The YSCC, which was estab­
lished in the 1970s, used to be held every year, 
but during the 12th round held last year in 
Saudi Arabia, both sides agreed that it should 
be held every six months. The YSCC is a 
means to strengthen the Yemeni-Saudi rela­
tionship and discuss all aspects of cooperation 
between the two sides. Through this body, the 
Saudi government has provided Yemen with 
billions of dollars to boost the development 
process.

Fires flares up in Al-Safia

Huge fire had flared up in the used furniture 
market in Al-Safia area last Wednesday, dur­
ing Al-fatoor time (a time in which Muslims 
finish their fasting). The fire had resulted in 
great material losses which had been estimat­
ed at YR twenty millions. The fire brigades 
had reached the place after everything had 
been lost. The resources said that there were 
no casualties.

Yemen Seeks
International Support to 

Establish Maritime
Patrol Police

Sources said the U.S. is willing to support 
Yemen in establishing maritime police and to 
provide it with 15 boats as a start. Saudi 
Arabia is also offering technical assistance. 
To this end, Yemen started two weeks ago an 
air survey for its coasts to find out the moni­
toring points of the maritime patrol police. It 
has also started imposing strict security meas­
ures around Sana'a and halted the issuance of 
access visas to Europeans and Americans at 
airports and other main terminals. Other Arab 
and Muslim students studying at Yemeni uni­
versities have been denied return visas for 
security reasons. Some of these students 
refused to leave Yemen for Ramadan vaca­
tion, for they are afraid they will not get 
access visas again. Arab and foreign people 
residing in Yemen have been given a month’s 
period to renew their residence visas or regis­
ter their documents at any police station or 
passport and visa authority, or else they will 
be deported.
Yemen has spoken openly about its inability 
to control the security and that it needs inter­
national support, particularly to control its 
marine and land borders.

Continued from Page 1:

Yemen, U.S. to Sign Security Pact
The news reports about this security pact 
ripples in the mind of the opposition, mainly 
the Islamic party, Islah, which called for 
questioning the government on the content 
of this pact. The Islah said it is of a national 
concern and has something to do with the 
sovereignty of the country.
News said the pact assumes that Yemen has 
to cleanse its territories of terrorists or 
Islamic extremists and extradite other Arab 
Afghans to the USA. In return, the US is to 
provide Yemen with around $400 million to 
carry out development projects, mainly in 
the remote tribal areas where kidnapping 
incidents and other lawless acts are a daily 
routine. The USA will undertake advanced 
training courses of Special Forces in Yemen, 
under command of Colonel Ahmad Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. The special forces assumes 
the responsibility for countering terrorist 
acts in the country.
Jordan is also involved in assisting Yemen in 
this matter. The delegation of the president 
which includes Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
Defense as well as Chief of Yemen's intelli­
gence reveals that the visit will discuss 
intensively security issues and how Yemen

can play a role in the worldwide campaign 
against terrorism. The US Ambassador to 
Yemen, Edmund Hull said earlier that 
Yemen is not a target but a partner in the war 
against terrorism. He also spotlighted the 
damage this infamy caused to Yemen's econ­
omy, particularly the tourist sector.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh on Saturday 24 
Nov. began his European and America tour 
by heading for Netherlands where he his 
talks with Dutch prime minister and other 
officials would focus on bilateral relations 
and mutual cooperation.
President Saleh is also expected to visit both 
Germany and France and discuss with their 
leaders bilateral relations and the Palestinian 
cause, and Europe's role in reaching a peace­
ful solution with Israel. Saleh will also dis­
cuss with them international efforts made to 
crack down the evil of terrorism.

Social Charitable Society implements its 
Ramadhan Projects

Islah Charitable Society implemented 
several projects in Ramadhan, which 
aim at assisting poor people in the 
Yemeni society. In a statement to 
news agencies. Secretary General, Dr. 
Hameed Zyad has mentioned in a 
press conference that these projects 
that have been implemented during 
the holy month of Ramadhan are dis­
tributed among the wretched families, 
traffic policemen, prisoners, the 
orphans, the handicapped and others

in the remote areas. Secretary 
General, Dr. Hameed Zyad indicated 
that the number of beneficiaries of 
these projects since its foundation has 
been amounted to more than 
5,935,000 and the number of families 
has reached to 351,698 until the year 
2001. The Secretary General has 
highly praised the efforts played by 
the benefactors and called those who 
are able to assist their Muslim and 
their poor brothers.

Jordanian Spy Executed
The 26 September Weekly Newspaper 
issued by the Armed Forces last 
Thursday said that a Jordanian citizen 
was executed by Yemeni authorities in 
May 1998 after he was accused of 
killed an Egyptian religious scholar in 
Sana'a. The accused Gamal Al- 
Akaleba had confessed in front of 
Penal Prosecution Head that he was 
spying for the Israeli Intelligence 
Agency when he was enlisted by 
Israeli forces. According to sources, 
the accused had worked as a spy to 
monitor the Islamists' activities in 
Yemen and gathering information 
about them and raising disputes and

discrepancies among Islamists.
The accused had been brought to jus­
tice and said at first that he was Syrian 
and spying for Fatah Palestinian 
Movement and he was under the 
assumed the name, Abu Tahseen 
Abdulakader and the real name was 
Naser Hamdan Mohammed and that he 
was Palestinian and he was born in 
Kuwait. All these information proved 
to be false. The accused had killed the 
Egyptian scholars. Sheikh, in his apart­
ment in Sana'a on May 22 1998 when 
he came to him demanding the legal 
contracts to marry a woman from 
Bosnia.

Al-Bayhani School Still Closed
Security forces prevented students and 
teachers from entering Sheikh al- 
Bayhani Religious School after the 
school administration refused orders 
from the Education Office to appoint a 
new principal. Earlier, a resolution 
was issued by the Ministry of 
Education to seize the building of the 
school. In response, the society in

charge of running the school has filed 
a lawsuit at Sura Court for settling the 
dispute.
The closure of al-Bayhani School 
comes within the new orientations of 
the government to merge religious 
institutes and schools within the gen­
eral education system run by the gov­
ernment.

DAHMAN
RSM international
Is seeking the following positions to be filled:

Audit Supervisor 
Senior Auditor 

Auditor

The applicant should be:

• An affiliate, member of fellow of one of the 
Professional accounting bodies (CPA, ACCA, CA), 

• Holding an academic certificate in accounting,
• Minimum 5 years in audit experience,

• Priorities will be given to Yemeni citizens.

Please send your CV to:
Human Resources manager

P. O. Box: 16146 
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

GALI LEO
YEMEN

Galileo Yemen is committed to 
providing pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 hours 
for all travel agents, individuals, oil 
companies and trade companies 
through the Internet, with training 
course, free of charge.

For further information, Please call us on:
Contact: Tel +967 1 264732 or 240700 & Tel/Fax 

+967 1 264733 
E-mail: NDC@y.net.ye 

Or SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
mailto:ytaden@yjiet.ye
mailto:NDC@y.net.ye
mailto:SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com
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Manager of ‘SPAVT’ to YT:

“I am very happy to have the opportunity to continue 
in my endeavor to make a positive contribution to the 

development of Yemen”

Y
emen’s economy has 
suffered under the 
weight of a number of 
burdens since the 
1990s, a matter caus­

ing considerable difficulties for the 
government as well as the common 
man. Among these are the heavy 
debts owed by the former People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen to 
the former USSR; an over-staffed 
bureaucracy; the withdrawal of cru­
cial financial assistance from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait; the explosion in 
the number of Yemeni workers who 
returned from abroad, which led to 
a sharp drop in remittances; and - 
last but not least - the Civil War in 
1994. All of the problems mentioned 
have wreaked havoc on the national 
economy, and both the war and the 
expatriates’ return have put an addi­
tional burden on the country in 
social terms as well.
In order to streamline the national 
economy, Yemen has embarked on 
an IMF-supported structural 
adjustment program, which has led 
to foreign debt relief and restructur­
ing. In addition, many donor coun­
tries have given Yemen a hand in an 
attempt to help solve some of its cru­
cial economic, technical and social 
problems.
Among the very active donors in 
Yemen is the European Commission, 
one of whose activities is highlighted 
in this interview with Mr. Gerd 
Winkelhane, Manager of the EC- 
supported project “Strengthening 
Priority Areas of Vocational 
Training in Yemen” (SPAVT).

Q: You mentioned in a previous 
interview with the Yemen Times that 
you were leaving Yemen to work at 
the Orientation Department of the 
German Development Service 
(DED) in Berlin. Did you expect that 
you would take up another assign­
ment in Yemen, and how did it hap­
pen that you were able to return so 
soon with a project from a different 
organization?
A: At the end of May, when the inter­
view was conducted, I had no idea that 
I would be offered a new post in 
Yemen. As it turned out, a short time 
later a consultancy that specializes in 
recruiting international development 
experts approached me regarding the 
position of manager of the project 
“Strengthening Priority Areas of 
Vocational Training in Yemen."

Though I had always 
enjoyed my association 
with DED, given the chal­
lenging nature of the 
assignment, I decided to 
apply for the position. The 
official offer was made 
after an interview with the 
relevant bureau of the 
European Commission that 
took place in Brussels in 
mid-July. Needless to say, I 
was deeply honored to 
receive their approval.
I am very happy to have 
the opportunity to continue 
in my endeavor to make a 
positive contribution to the 
development of Yemen and 
to extend the cooperation 
with my Yemeni partners 
in this important activity.

Q: Would you please give us some 
information about your new proj­
ect?
A: As I mentioned, the project's offi­
cial title is “Strengthening Priority 
Areas of Vocational Training in 
Yemen”, a long name, which we 
abbreviate to “SPAVT.” I believe the 
title clearly explains what our goal is. 
The financial contribution of the 
European Commission is 7 million 
euro, and the contribution of the gov­
ernment of Yemen amounts to 1.76 
million euro. The bilateral agreement 
was signed in 1997, and activities 
started at the end of the year 2000. The 
project’s priority areas are Hotel & 
Tourism, Oil & Gas and Women’s 
Qualification.
The overall goal of the project is to 
support the reform of Yemen’s voca­
tional education and training system, 
and thus contribute to the reduction of 
unemployment and to the alleviation 
of poverty.
We foresee several different major 
areas of activity. In the Hotel & 
Tourism sector, it is envisaged to cre­
ate a new National Hotel & Tourism 
Institute (NAHOTI) in Sana’a. For the 
Vocational Training of Women, special 
institutes will be installed in Sana’a, 
while it is probable that institutes 
already existing in Aden be made use 
of by equipping them with the needed 
teaching tools and materials. It is 
planned that the training for techni­
cians in the Oil & Gas sector will be 
undertaken in a special department 
within the National Institute for 
Trainers and Instructors in Dar Saad

(NITI Aden).
In order to meet the overall objectives, 
the institutional capacity of Yemen’s 
vocational training system will be 
strengthened at the local level through 
the involvement of the private sector in 
determining the type, level and content 
of the training to be provided.

Q: Why do you think concentration 
on vocational training is so impor­
tant for the country?
A: The Yemeni Government’s aware­
ness of the importance of vocational 
training is clearly demonstrated in its 
Human Development Report of 1998. 
Accordingly, in April 2001 it merged 
the former General Authority for 
Vocational and Technical Training 
(GAVTT) into the Ministry of 
Technical Education and Vocational 
Training.
I personally agree completely with the 
government’s assessment that voca­
tional training is of major significance 
for Yemen. We need only to look at the 
fact that within the next several years, 
it is estimated that some 600.000 
school graduates will flow into the 
labor market annually. This, combined 
with the country’s unmistakable need 
for skilled employees, establishes 
high-quality vocational training as a 
major development priority. Women’s 
qualification also needs to be given 
high emphasis. I would like to use this 
opportunity to announce that we are 
planning a Communication Strategy 
Workshop for this project component 
which will be held at the Taj Sheba 
hotel at the end of this coming 
December. It is foreseen that represen­
tatives of different governmental insti­
tutions as well as NGOs and donor 
organizations will participate..

Q: There are other international 
organizations that support vocation­
al training. Will there be coordina­
tion between your project and any of 
them?
A: Yes, of course. Given vocational 
training’s high importance for the 
overall development strategy of the 
country, it is quite logical that various 
international organizations are sup­
porting this endeavor. Close coopera­
tion with all other donors in the field 
will be an integral part of our work.

Q: Do you think you will benefit 
from your previous position as 
Director of DED Yemen in your new 
post?
A: No doubt. The experience I gath­
ered through my former position will 
help me in many regards. Throughout 
the duration of my assignment, DED 
always gave special emphasis to the 
vocational training sector and provided 
Yemen with quite a number of devel­
opment workers in this area. 
Therefore, I have an excellent relation­
ship with the leading figures in the 
field.
Also. I am happy to have established 
an excellent level of cooperation with 
the Ministry of Planning and 
Development and to have gathered 
important experience in working with 
Yemeni institutions in general. Over 
the years, my personal relationships 
with colleagues and counterparts in all 
of the relevant Yemeni government 
agencies have proven to be very fruit­
ful and friendly.

Q: Is there any cooperation between 
you and the DED?
A: Up to now there is no relationship 
between the SPAVT project and DED 
whatsoever. However, in my opinion, 
this project provides excellent precon­
ditions for successful cooperation 
between an EU-funded project and the 
DED.

Q: What is your relationship to the 
German House for Culture?
A: I am one of the founding members 
of the German House and try to sup­
port this institution to the utmost possi­
ble extent. I regard it as a very impor­
tant initiative that deserves all the sup­
port it can attract.

Q: Any further comments?
A: As I said in the previous interview, 
I regard the Yemeni people as very 
good friends and open-minded part­
ners. Therefore, I am looking forward 
optimistically to my new responsibili­
ties and fully expect excellent results, 
in sha ’ allah.

VACANCY
Project YEM 00Z01-Socotra 

Announces the Need for a

NATIONAL HYDROGEOLOGIST

Duration of Assignment: 1 year

Duty Station: Hadibo, Socotra Island

Applicants are required to have:
1) A degree in Geology, Hydrogeology, Irrigation 
Engineering or another relevant subject.
2) At least five years of professional experience in GIS 
programs.
3) Experience in project management, administration 
and supervision national staff and contractors.
4) Fluency in Arabic and at least working knowledge of 
English.
5) Willingness to work in a remote area and live in 
extremely difficult conditions.

All those who feel are eligible for the job are 
required to send their resume to:

Mr. Peer GATTER 
Program Officer, UNDP - Sanaa 

Fax: (01)412541 - email: peer.gatter@undp.org

mailto:peer.gatter@undp.org
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National University
A member of the Arab Universities Union

The National University estab­
lished its first college in 1994, 
in Taiz (Taiz College of 

Applied Science). The college offered 
various areas of specialization, such as 
Health Sciences, Engineering, 
Computer Sciences, Management and 
Accounting. In 1995, additional col­
leges were founded, namely, the 
College of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, Engineering, and the Faculty 
of High Studies. Moreover, an all-year 
round Community Service and 
Learning Center was established. The 
National University made extreme 
efforts to expand and develop cooper­
ation with a number of reputable Arab 
universities in order to mutually bene­
fit from the academic curriculum and 
programs used in these universities. 
The National University made great 
progress over the past few years and 
became a member in both the Arab 
Universities' Union and in the Arab 
Scientific Research Council.

National University Graduates 
Fourth Class of 2000/2001

Under the auspices of the governor of 
Taiz, H. E. Ahmed Abdullah Al-Hajry, 
the Graduation ceremony of the class 
of 2000/2001 was inaugurated on 
Tuesday the 13th of November 2001 at 
Atta’won Park.
The Deputy Governor of Taiz, Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Mohammed Al- 
Heyaagim, delivered a speech express­

ing his warm congratulations to the 
graduates. He also expressed his pride 
in regard to the great achievements 
made by the universities in our coun­
try. At the end of the ceremony along 
with the University Rector Dr. Shakib 
M. Al-Khameri, and Vice Rector, Dr. 
Bassam M. Saeed, he participated in 
handing the certificates to the students.

The Rector of the University, Dr. 
Shakib M. Al-Khameri, expressed in 
his speech his intense joy about the 
graduation of the fourth class. He stat­
ed that among these graduates were 
the first university graduates from the 
colleges of Medicine and Engineering 
(Doctors, Pharmacists and Architects). 
The rector also recalled the President 
of the Republic Ali Abdullah Saleh's 
statements on the emphasis of the role 
played by private universities. The 
President said that these private insti­
tutions serve as a complement to the 
governmental universities and, there­
fore, it is necessary that they receive 
the adequate support from the govern­
ment. In reference to the President's 
statements, the University’s rector 
said: "We are extremely grateful for 
the substantial moral support provided 
by the President. This support will 
help catalyze more creative capabili­
ties in favor of developing better soci­
eties in Yemen and the Arab world." 
He added that the University does its 
best for the benefit of the students and 
particular attention and priority is 

given to the scientific specializations, 
as they enhance its students capacity to 
meet the requirements in the Yemeni 
job market. The rector also empha­
sized the private university's role in 
offering a qualitative educational 
approach by coordinating and comple­
menting the various fields between the 
governmental and non-governmental 
universities. "We at the University 
take great interest in building the 
capacities of the University's cadre by 
providing the technical and necessary 
equipment and apparatus which reflect 
itself in many positive aspects in our 
university", he added. Then, on behalf 
of the graduates, a speech was given 
by the student, Adel Al-Badani. He 
focused on the efforts exerted on 
behalf of the students.

The National University pro­
vides you with diverse and 
distinguished academic stud­
ies which suit your capabili­
ties and your ambitions.

The main headquarters:
Taiz, Howdh Al-Ashraf, Yemen 
Tel: 967 4 232429/232350
Fax: 967 4 211416
P. O. Box: 4745
Website:www.y.net.ye/nationaluni 
Email: nationaluni@y.net.ye

http://www.y.net.ye/nationaluni
mailto:nationaluni@y.net.ye
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PGC to Get the Upper-Hand in Running Elections in its Favor

T
he President of the 
Republic on November 
15 issued a decree 
regarding the appoint­
ment of new members at 

the Election Supreme Committee 
(ESC). Currently, the ESC consists 
of six members, including four from 
the ruling party, the People’s 
General Congress (PGC), and one 
from Islah (who has not so far taken 
an oath). The new ESC will see the 
appointment of two new members 
from the Nasserite Party and the 
Yemeni Socialist Party. Yemen Times 
gathered the views of different per­
sonalities involved in political 
affairs. Excerpts:

Mohammed Ali al-Saqqaf, promi­
nent legal specialist
There is a direct link between the com­
position of the ESC and the results of 
elections. However, what is amazing is 
the representation of the PGC at the 
Election Supreme Committee and the 
size of its victory in both the parlia­
mentary and local council elections. 
The ESC was formed in August 8, 
1992, before the parliamentary elec­
tions of 1993. At that time, it included

17 members in accordance with the 
amended Election Law of 1992. 
Actually, nine political parties as well 
as the then two ruling coalition parties 
(the Peoples' General Congress and the 
Yemeni Socialist Party) were repre­
sented in the ESC. In 1993, the PGC 
won 122 seats. As a result of the addi­
tional 23 seats coming from independ­
ent representatives who joined the 
PGC, the party obtained 48% of the 
seats; that is 145 out of 301. Similarly, 
for the 1997 parliamentary election, 
the ESC counted seven members of 
which two thirds were belonging to the 
PGC. In 1997, the People’s General 
Congress won a comfortable majority 
of 187 seats in addition to the 34 inde­
pendents who joined the PGC. It 
reached so 73.9% of the seats or 221 of 
them. In 1999 presidential elections for 
which the PGC and Islah nominated 
president Saleh for presidency, both 
parties had two to three members in the 
ESC.
Since the inception of the Election 
Supreme Committee, all its chairmen 
have been from the People’s General 
Congress. In the beginning, two of 
them were civil personalities: Yahya 
al-Arashi for the 1993 elections and 
Alawi al-Atass for the referendum and 
local council elections. Then, the PGC 
decided to appoint military personali­
ties to run the ESC. The party chose 
Muhsen al-A'awlefi in 1993 to super­
vise the 1996 elections. Abdullah 
Barakat, another military official, was 
appointed to run the ESC for the presi­
dential elections. He was followed by 
Khalid al-Sharif recently appointed as 
chairman for the Election Supreme 
Committee. The new Election 
Supreme Committee, responsible for 
organizing and supervising the April 
2003 parliamentary election and the 
following presidential elections, is 
composed of four of its previous mem­
bers surely from the PGC. 
Furthermore, the appointment of a new 
member representing the National 
Council for Opposition (pro-govern­
ment opposition parties) will ensure 
the PGC holds two thirds of the ESC’s 
members. According to the new elec-

tion law amended in 2001, this majori­
ty will actually give the ruling party the 
right to form all the election superviso­
ry committees. Similarly, the newly- 
created General-Secretariat of the ESC 
as well as the chairmanship of the ESC 
itself will give the PGC the upper-hand 
in running elections.

Abdulbari Taher, well-known per­
sonality
I have no objection regarding the for­
mation of the Election Supreme 
Committee, as I think that such forma­
tion is a good thing. Indeed, the current 
formation enhances understanding and 
dialogue between the government and 
the opposition and helps to consolidate 
the democratic experience in our coun­
try. In fact, the majority of the mem­
bers of the ESC enjoy a very good rep­
utation. I know some of them and have 
no doubt about their morals or compe­
tence. However, I think that the prob­
lem does not lie in the formation of the 
ESC but rather in the electorate regis­
tration lists, voting cards, and above all 
in ensuring the neutrality of the ESC as 
well as of the public funds. Moreover, 
solving the electorate locality of the 
armed forces is of main concern as vot­
ing for the ruling party has become one 
of the army’s duties. Consequently, all 
the election registration lists should be 
cleaned up by removing duplicate 
names which would put an end to falsi­
fication in one of its different forms.

Abdulaziz Sultan, Editor-in-Chief of 
Alwahdawi
This time, the formation of the new 
ESC came unexpectedly. The ruling 
party used to have the overwhelming 
majority in the ESC, and if other mem­
bers were to be appointed, they should

then be supporters or friends of the rul­
ing party. Yet. the first ESC formed in 
1992 in order to supervise the parlia­
mentary election of 1993 included 
three members for the ruling party out 
of a total of 18 members. Since then, 
the domination has been rising steadily 
to reach four members out of seven this
year.

Said Thabet Saeed, journalist
The new membership structure of the 
ESC reveals the future orientation of 
democracy in Yemen. Indeed, this is an 
attempt to redraw the map of political 
parties in Yemen in a way that gives the 
last blow to the democratic space pres­
ent in the country. In general terms, the 
current changes aim at restricting the 
supervisory role of the opposition par-
ties and giving all power to 
the ruling party. The fresh 
formation of the Election 
Supreme Committee may 
lead to the marginalization 
of all the political parties in 
its running of the election 
process and by mandating 
the so-called General 
Secretariat to run the elec­
tions. The General 
Secretariat itself has been 
set up by the government 
which will consequently 
allow the PGC to hold the 
upper-hand in running the 
upcoming elections. This 
will be undoubtedly in its 
favor with the use of falsifi­
cation. Regrettably, the 
independent forces have 
been excluded from the 
ESC’s current structure as 
none of their members has 
been appointed. In short,

the new formation of the ESC will not 
contribute to correct the electoral 
process but will generate further irreg­
ularities.

Abdulkarim Mohammed al-Khuani, 
journalist
The appointment of the new members 
of the ESC came in accordance with 
the law and in the same way that the 
former members were appointed. 
Accordingly, the majority of the mem­
bers are affiliates to the ruling party 
even though other parties are repre­
sented. Thus, it is difficult to say that 
the current formation fulfills the 
required neutrality or solves the elec­
tion-related irregularities. However, 
what is new in this regard is the confir­
mation of the ESC’s neutrality as a

principle, something which was not 
stressed upon before. Clearly, the 
inclusion of partisan members in the 
Election Supreme Committee is a 
praiseworthy decision amidst the set­
backs and reduction of the available 
democratic space in the country. It is 
clear that the agreement reached 
between the president and the opposi­
tion parties has played a major role in 
making up the law, particularly after 
the dialogue between the opposition 
parties and government reached a dead 
end. The new structure of the ESC 
could be a success in an effort to limit 
its deterioration, but it does not change 
anything with regard to the neutrality 
of public funds or official media. In 
addition, the existence of such a com­
mittee will lead to the acceptance of a 
new election system instead of the con­
stituency-based system. This will also 
be coupled with expanding the ESC or 
forming it based on new standards 
insisting on competence and capacity. 
Unfortunately, the current ESC was 
formed on political affiliation, loyalty 
and conformity. Therefore, its neutrali­
ty will not be more than a word.
Continued on page 14

Al-Saqqaf Taher Sultan Saeed Al-Khuani Al-Sadah Al-Mutawakil

Erratum
In issue 46 of Yemen Times, it was 
mistakenly mentioned that Faruq al- 
Hakimi is the Counselor of Ministry 
of Culture, while he is a former Vice- 
Minister of Culture & Tourism.
Plus, two paragraphs of his article 
should be like this:
- As a consequence of the existing 
conflict between Britain and the late 
Egyptian President Jamal 
Abdulnassir, the British authorities 
based in Aden supported the 
Royalist forces in the North....
- The decision was taken by the 
British authorities after the National 
Front forces defeated, with the sup­
port of the security forces of the 
Federation of the South Arabia, the 
FLOSY rebel forces in Aden.
Our apologies to Faruq Al-Hakimi 
and to the readers.
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Fish and Agriculture Production Needs to be Raised

Mahyoob Al-Kamali

T
he Fish and Agriculture 
Promotion Fund has sup­
ported the fishermen and 
farmers in order to 
increase the agricultural 

and fish production as well as to meet 
the demands of local markets, such as 
fruits, vegetables, and fish. Until now. 
the Fund has been seeking to reduce 
the burdens on fanners and to provide 
the essentials needed to establish main 
infrastructure facilities such as produc­
tion, marketing, and storage buildings. 
The recent statistics indicate that the 
Fund has so far financed more than

3,341 programs and projects at a cost 
of YR 71 million. The statistics also 
show that the Fund has implemented 
more than 739 projects in the field of 
irrigation and water construction at a 
cost of YR 7 million.
The Fish and Agriculture Promotion 
Fund carried out all these projects by 
contracting out the large construction 
projects.
Agriculture in Yemen needs scientific 
and financial support to increase its 
production level. Fishing productivity 
must also be increased as fish 
resources are exposed to decay and 
carelessness. Consequently, the Fund 
granted loans based on simple interests 
which were given to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Rural Credit Bank. 
The Fish and Agriculture Promotion 
Fund was established in 1993 to

improve the economic and living con­
ditions of farmers and fishermen. It 
contributed a great deal to improve­
ments in agricultural and fishing, as it 
heavily supported these areas by pur­
chasing, among other things, 420 fish­
ing boats in Meedi, Luhia, Suqatra, 
Abyan, Bab Al-Mandab and Kamaran. 
This number represents 50 percent of 
the total fleet. It also helps them by set­
ting up marketing centers, trade har­
bors, and factories to can and refriger­
ate fish.
On the agricultural level, the Fund 
granted 300 tractors for the cooperative 
societies under the form of loans with­
out interest. In addition, it supports the 
infrastructure of the agricultural union.

Despite all these forms of assistance, 
farmers still complain about their low 
financial conditions and demand the 
government decrease diesel prices, as 
it adversely affects their financial rev­
enue and agricultural activities.
Furthermore, farmers as well as fisher­
men have stressed that loans granted 
by the Fund are inadequate for them to 
meet the requirements of their fishing 
and agricultural activities, in which the 
diesel share has been increased to 70 
percent. Accordingly, they demand an 
increase of the Fund allocations in the 
upcoming budget of 2002 in a drive to 
grant additional simple loans.
In conclusion, the main issues in agri­
cultural and fish production to increase 
production are the setting up of a suc­
cessful marketing policy and the con­
struction warehouses providing refrig­
erators.

Economy News
Al-Otaiba Group in Yemen

The businessman from the United 
Arab Emirates, Mohammed 
Abdullah Al-Otaiba, has confirmed 
that the Al-Otaiba group was granted 
a concession to explore for oil in 
Yemen. He added that the group has 
already started conducting seismic 
surveys to find oil. The first digging 
works are to begin next year.

New Financial Japanese Grant
Yemen was granted by Japan a new 
financial grant of USD 920,000 in 
order to relieve debt burdens. A part 
of this sum was allocated to finance 
revenues in order to improve the 
Yemeni economy in all aspects, par­
ticularly in human needs.

Loans Allocated to Women in 
Aden

The Small Handicraft Promotion 
Development Project in Aden allo­
cated a sum of YR 5.5 million to 545 
women. At the same time, money 
was allocated to around 382 trade 
projects, 125 service projects, and 38 
industrial projects where women are 
involved. Consequently, the 
International Bank recently granted

loans to Yemen for a total of USD 75 
million to support the Social 
Development Fund and providing 
job opportunities for motherhood, 
childhood, and orphans.

Urging Yemeni Banks to 
Substitute European Currencies 

for Euro
The Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) 
has urged the commercial and 
national banks, companies, business­
men, and citizens to substitute the 
old European currencies for the 
Euro. The Euro will be available at 
the beginning of January. The bank 
specified the old currencies to be 
replaced by the Euro: the German 
Mark, the French Franc, the Italian 
Lira, the Greek Drachma, the 
Spanish Peseta, the Belgian Franc, 
the Austrian Schilling and the Irish 
Pound.

Flights between Sana’a and 
Baghdad to be Resumed

It was declared that Yemeni Airways 
(Yemenia) will resume flights 
between Sana’a and Baghdad in the 
near future.

Job Opportunity

Pharmacist
A multinational Pharmaceutical company is seeking to 
employ a supervisor in Yemen, with the following 
qualifications:

1. B. Sc. Pharmacy.
2. An experience of more than 3 years as a medical 

representative in Yemen.
3. Experience in supervising people & business is 

a definite plus.
4. Good English language & computer skills.
5. Presentable, self-motivated, hard worker & high 

leadership characteristics.

Only those who fulfill the above criteria are invited to 
send their detailed C. V.’s to the fax No. (962-6) 55 32 
358 Amman - Jordan, soonest possible for the Attn. of 
General Manager.

Selected candidate will be offered an attractive package. 
All applications will be treated with high confidentiality.

JOB VACANCY
Residence Manager

The American Embassy announces a vacant position within its organization for 
a temporary Residence Manager to work in the official residence.

Duties and Responsibilities
- Manage social events in an official residence/Arrange receptions
- Work with American officers
- Serve as House Manager of the residence

Qualifications:
Education: Certificate in management and accounting
Experience: At least one year in hotel experience
Language: Level III English (Very good) and fluent Arabic speaker

Interested applicants should send their CV and related certificates or 
recommendation letters to the Human Resources section American Embassy, 
P. O. Box 22347 no later than December 01, 2001.

VACANCY
Small Enterprise Development Unit 

The Small Enterprise Development Unit (SEDU) is looking for 
a bilingual Budget Officer for its main office in Sana’a. 
Candidates with good computer skills and experience in the 
techniques of budgetings are invited to apply (in English) to:

SEDU
P. O. BOx 15233, Sana’a
Republic of Yemen

For more information call 1-260642/3/4, fax: 1-500474 
or contact the SEDU Chief Technical Advisor at 
cta.sedu@y.net.ye

WORLDWIDE 
SHIPPING SERVICES 
TO & FROM YEMEN

P&O Nedlloyd, one of the world’s leading door to door 
containerized transport specialists, provides quality, 
reliability and fast transport services:

P&O Nedlloyd provides weekly services from Europe, 
Mediterranean, North America and Indian Ocean. 
Fortnightly services from Australia, New Zealand, East 
Africa and Intra-Red Seaports.

P&O Nedlloyd Serves the full range of Yemen ports. 
Dedicated feeders call weekly at Hodeidah, every ten days 
at Aden, and fortnightly at Mukalla for both import and export 
cargoes.

P&O Nedlloyd are represented in Yemen by Sheibani 
Shipping & Clearing Corporation.

For more details of P&O Nedlloyd services or for arranging 
a sales representative to call to your office, please contact 
our local offices, which are as follows:
Governorate P. O. Box Phone Fax: Email

Hodeidah: 4063 03-234090/212989 03-211780 shehod@y.net.ye
Aden : 4333 02-243319 02-240813 Sheaden@y.net.ye
Sana’a: 15147 01-207028 01-219895 Shesanaa@y.net.ye

01-207415
Taiz: 5726 04-242401/8/9 04-242386 Shbni50@y.net.ye

Mukalla: 50261 05-308107 05-308108 To Aden branch

mailto:cta.sedu@y.net.ye
mailto:shehod@y.net.ye
mailto:Sheaden@y.net.ye
mailto:Shesanaa@y.net.ye
mailto:Shbni50@y.net.ye
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

On the True Spirit of Ramadhan
"R

amadhan is 
such a beauti­
ful month”, 
said Furdous to 
her husband,

who was sitting there calculating his 
income and expenditures for the day. 
He heard his wife but, but just sat there 
grumbling, with a number heard every 
now and then. She continued to try to 
attract her husband's attention: “Look 
Mukhtar, it is much easier than that, 
just remember that there is nothing for 
the income side and only worry about 
the expense side, and all you have to do 
is ask me and I will give you an up to 
the minute tally, of all that has been 
spent by this household since we got up 
this afternoon.
“Furdous, can't you see that I am not 
just calculating what you have spent, 1 
am planning and budgeting for the rest 
of the month. You know Ramadhan is 
a beautiful month for the hundreds in 
the Bab Al-Sabbah market, who are 
ready to empty our pockets, every time 
we decide to take a walk across this 
Market. All those sweets, juices, fruits 
and leftover canned goods from the 
Gulf somehow become so tempting 
and one feels that all he has to do is buy 
them and the hunger of Ramadhan dis­
appears. But for us people, who 
depend on our miserly government 
salaries, it is a nightmare trying to 
come up with any budget,” said 
Mukhtar to his wife, while he was 
counting the folds in his fingers to 
complete the arithmetic he was 
involved in before his wife interrupted 
him.
Furdous commented: “Look Mukhtar,

it is your fault really, you should not 
have gotten yourself glued to a govern­
ment job, where all the doors of boun­
ty close up on you, because you close 
your eyes to all the riches that your col­
leagues seem to pick up by the spoon­
ful. You ought to find either someway 
to get on the list of favored employees 
with the management or find your own 
channel of wealth by using your posi­
tion to influence decision makers to 
make the most profitable decision for 
you". From looking at the wives of 
your friends, one would think that it 
would be stupid to be employed with 
the Government and not get wealthy. 
They are dressed out of this world. 
Gold bracelets cloak their arms from 
the wrist to the elbow. They were gold 
belts that shine to the top of Jabal 
Nuqum. I am not going to talk about 
the clothing, because sometimes you 
wonder if they are dressed or not. In 
fact, for some of the women their gold 
may take up more of the area in their 
body than the fabric of their attire!” 
“Calm down dear, before we get into 
more nastier details about our friends' 
wives, this is Ramadhan!” Mukhtar 
interrupted his wife.
“God forbid, that I should get to wear 
such kind of clothing”, said Furdous.
“God forbid, that you should ever want 
to wear such kind of jewelry also!” 
remarked Mukhtar.
“Why? Don't you think that I deserve 
to be so adorned?” asked Furdous.
For once Mukhtar had the right answer 
at the right moment: “Come on 
Furdous, you know that your natural 
adornment far outdoes all the fancy 
jewelry that the wives of crooked offi-

cials could ever wear. When I look into 
your eyes, I know that the two gems 
before my eyes are the most expensive 
jewels anyone can have?”
“Oh, how you make me blush with 
your sweet words! Come to think of it, 
you are right, God was kind to me, but 
there is no harm in wearing some nice 
things every now and then. I don't 
mean to try to outdo those showy 
wives, God forbid. Besides that kind of 
adornment requires Zakat, and with 
your salary, there is just no way we can 
afford to even meet the Zakat on such 
jewelry. However, I do not mind to 
wear earrings that hang down the ear­
lobe and not just get concealed by the 
protrusions that jot out of the earlobe, 
here and there.” Furdous was flattered 
by her husband's comment, but wanted 
to let him now that she is a weak 
woman as well!
“Furdous, if you want me to cut out 
those protrusions on your earlobe, we 
can try that, if it will make you happy. 
Or would you like me to buy you one 
of those pins they stick to the nose? 
That is it. Then you will not have to 
worry about any hair or protrusions 
covering the fancy jewelry you are 
wearing. Besides, the Zakat on that is 
going to be small! I always wonder 
how they get those pins stuck in the 
nose like that? I once saw a man bump 
into a woman wearing one of those just 
to see if it will fall of her nose or not? 
Sure enough it did not fall off! 
Because the woman was huge, the poor 
guy ended up on the ground himself, 
while her nose and its jewelry 
remained intact. She also whacked him 
on the head with the crutches of a beg­

gar who happened to be nearby, and 
who all of a sudden was able to stand 
on his own two feet, and off and run­
ning in no time, frightened that he 
would be hit himself by the crutch, 
because the lady had discovered that he 
was nothing but an imposter. I tell you 
dear, this is a crazy world, we live in” 
“I've got to hand it to you, Mukhtar, 
you have a way of making everything 
seem so sarcastically beautiful. Not 
any jewelry in the world can delight me 
more than that, especially in this holy 
month, when we forget all the material 
wants out of life, and leave them for the 
imposters of the world, who forget that 
public service or the trust given to peo­
ple is a real burden that must be carried 
gracefully and honestly, for the wrath 
of God will escape no one who does 
not heed the Lord's presence in all that 
we do and say” said Furdous, reassur­
ing her husband that there is no one that 
can replace any of them for each other! 
Mukhtar said: “It really underscores 
the fact that the best lives are not what 
are worn or not worn, as is the style in 
today's fashion world - but then, only 
Elsa Klensch knows for sure - but in 
how much people enjoy each other, are 
kind to each other and go out of the 
way to alleviate human suffering where 
ever it is found. That is the true spirit 
of Ramadhan. isn't it my dear! But 
how sad, that so many people fail to see 
the wisdom behind the fast and the 
meditation that should come with it”.
It is normal, that only a few can see the 
wisdom of life in general, let alone the 
beauty and enrichment that Ramadhan 
truly means to the spirit we all want to 
enliven with us.”

Dear Editor,
Being an American, I can relate to your 
viewpoint "We Have a Public 
Relations Problem."
I am interested in hearing Arab view­
points and so are most people that I 
know, in fact, almost all of us. I have 
spent time in three Arab countries and 
know that the pictures I see on 
American TV are not completely accu­
rate views of all the Arabs (the 
American hatred protests). I have 
made friends in the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, and the Arab 
people basically want the same thing 
as the Americans - peace and opportu­
nity. From what I've seen on TV, I want 
to say to Arabs, being an American, 
nobody I know is interested in destroy­
ing Islam. The suggestion that we are 
willing to do so is ridiculous. Religion 
is an extracurricular activity in the US, 
and nobody here cares about what you 
do in your spare time. So you cannot 
say that we are a nation of Christians 
and Jews, because we are a country of 
all religions. Between our very differ­
ent worlds, we both have extremely 
ignorant people among us that are our 
own. We can't let them start a war, or 
we are just as ignorant as the ones that 
create hate.

Matt L.
luncheater78@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
In reply to your editorial, "We have a 
public relations problem" published in 
issue 46 (12 November, 2001 thru 18 
November, 2001, Vol XI), let me say 
that this article, in my opinion, clearly 
defines the main problem that the Arab 
world is confronted with, that is dis­
seminating information regarding the 
main regional issues. I am one of these 
average American citizens who is hun­
gry for "real" and "true" information 
on those issues. American citizens 
have always relished truth and despise 
any attempt of self-serving and biased 
reporting.
I. like most of us. do not understand 
why the "Palestinian cause" can be of 
such "prime" importance to the people 
of Yemen. Saudi Arabia, Iran, or any 
other nation not a direct neighbor of

Palestine/Israel. Not that it is not 
important, but it appears to supercede 
everything else. I do understand the 
Israeli/Jewish position, primarily 
because it is presented in a forthright, 
erudite and consistent manner. I do not 
always agree with the positions taken 
but I can understand them.
This is not often the case when these 
issues are presented from the 
Arab/Muslim perspective. Many 
times, the spokesman attempting to 
solve an issue presents himself in a 
decidedly defensive and confrontation­
al manner. This leads the viewer/read- 
er to the question and conclusion: 
"Why so defensive? There must be 
something to hide!" This seems clearly 
to be the result of ineffective public 
relations abilities, for whatever reason. 
I truly would like to understand the 
real issues, as there are always "two 
sides to EVERY story."
I encourage the Arab nations to work 
on their PR image. Americans are not 
against them, they just don't under­
stand them - and want to!

Gary Danna 
youthguy25@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
I know that you have received numer­
ous letters addressing current US for­
eign policy within the Middle East. 
Many have given scathing criticism of 
the US, while others have outright crit­
icized you, as well as the view held by 
some within your region. I would like 
to take this opportunity to try to 
explain how the people in my part of 
the United States, upstate New York, 
feel about the Middle East. Contrary to 
the belief of many within the Middle 
East, most of the people, at least with­
in my region, do not really have an 
opinion on Israel and Palestine. It is 
not because they are uninformed citi­
zens, but because this issue does not 
concern their daily lives. We, as indi­
vidual citizens, do not have much con­
trol over US foreign policy, which is 
delegated to the Executive Branch of 
our government. The only time an 
American has a voice on our foreign 
policy is when we elect the President. 
Now, this rule is not set in stone. The

House of Representatives has been 
delegated by the Constitution with the 
task of controlling how the levied 
taxes are spent, and they have the 
power to withhold funding for specific 
programs. During the Reagan 
Administration, the House voted to 
withhold funding for the Contras in 
Central America, which in effect was 
supposed to prevent the US from fund­
ing these individuals. The White 
House decided to fund them through 
other means, which is how the Iran- 
Contra scandal occurred.
The Middle East is very far away from 
the Southern Tier of New York, and 
because of this, the majority of people 
in my area weren't interested. 
However, this changed after 
September 11. People are now begin­
ning to ask questions. They want to 
learn. Many people, like myself, want

to have a dialogue with the Middle 
East. America wants to get its message 
out to the Middle East, but many also 
want to hear what the Middle East has 
to say.
In regard to the Israeli-Palestinian con­
flict, we understand the grievances of 
the Arabian Peninsula. However, this 
can only be resolved in a way in which 
both parties are satisfied. We recognize 
that both sides have religious zealots 
that are bent on achieving victory 
though violent ends. The Israeli settle­
ments in the West Bank contain indi­
viduals not far removed from the so- 
called Palestinian "martyrs" that 
choose to blow themselves up, not at a 
military target, but at a pizzeria at 
lunch time with children inside. We 
need to resume talks and find an 
acceptable solution. Just imagine what 
the region would be like if peace was

achieved. Just imagine how many peo­
ple would visit Yemen if the kidnap­
pings were eliminated and the tribal 
conflicts were solved. The United 
States does not want to impose itself 
on other cultures. Rather, we want to 
work together with them. I would like 
to study Arabic in Yemen, but I am 
reluctant to do so because of security

concerns. It is important for everyone 
to think in a critical manner and not 
dehumanize each other and think of 
others in a stereotypical way. I wish all 
of you a happy Ramadan. May peace 
be with you.

Daniel Perry 
dmperry@freemail.com.au 

Washington, DC

Did you know?
Sauad Al-Qadasi 
Women’s Forum for 
Research and Training

D
id you know that non- 
Jewish Israelis cannot 
buy or lease land in 
Israel?

• Did you know that Palestinian 
license plates in Israel are color coded 
to distinguish Jews from non-Jews?
• Did you know that Jerusalem, both 
East and West, is considered by the 
entire world community, including 
the United States, to be occupied ter­
ritory and NOT part of Israel?
• Did you know that Israel allocates 
85 percent of water resources for 
Jews and the remaining 15 percent is 
divided among all Palestinians in the 
Territories? For example, in Hebron, 
85 percent of the water is given to 
about 400 settlers while the remain­
ing 15 percent must be divided 
among Hebron’s 120,000 
Palestinians.
• Did you know that the United States 
gives Israel USD 5 billion in aid 
every year?
• Did you know that annual American 
aid to Israel exceeds the aid the US 
grants to the whole African conti­
nent?
• Did you know that Israel is the only 
country in the Middle East that has 
nuclear weapons?
• Did you know that Israel is the only 
country in the Middle East that refus­
es to sign the nuclear non-prolifera­
tion treaty and bars international 
inspectors from visiting its sites?
• Did you know that Israel currently 
occupies territories of two sovereign 
nations (Lebanon and Syria) in defi­
ance of United Nations Security 
Council resolutions?
• Did you know that Israel has for 
decades routinely sent assassins to 
other countries to kill its political ene­
mies?
• Did you know that Israel refuses to 
prosecute its soldiers who have 
acknowledged executing prisoners of 
war?
• Did you know that Israel routinely 
confiscates bank accounts, businesses 
and lands, and refuses to pay com­
pensation to those suffering from 
these confiscations?
• Did you know that Israel blew up an 
American diplomatic facility in Egypt 
and attacked a US warship in interna­
tional waters, killing 33 and wound-

ing 177 American sailors?
• Did you know that the second most 
powerful lobby in the United States, 
according to a recent Fortune maga­
zine survey of Washington insiders, is 
the Israel-financed AIPAC?
• Did you know that Israel stands in 
defiance of 69 United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions?
• Did you know that Israeli settle­
ments lie today on former sites of 
more than 400 now-vanished 
Palestinian villages and that the 
Israelis renamed almost every site in 
the country to cover up the traces?
• Did you know that it was not until 
1988 that Israelis were barred from 
running “Jews Only” job ads?
• Did you know that four Prime 
Ministers of Israel (Begin, Shamir, 
Rabin and Sharon) have participated 
in bombing attacks or massacres of 
civilians, or conducted expulsions of 
civilians from their villages?
• Did you know that the Israeli 
Foreign Ministry pays American pub­
lic relations firms to promote Israel to 
Americans?
• Did you know that Sharon’s coali­
tion government includes a party 
called Molodet, which advocates the 
expulsion of all Palestinians from the 
Occupied Territories?
• Did you know that Israel’s settle­
ment constructions increased in the 
eight-year period since Oslo?
• Did you know that settlement build­
ing under Barak doubled compared to 
settlement building under 
Netanyahu?
• Did you know that the Palestinians 
have already accepted Israel’s exis­
tence on 78 percent of what was 
Palestine according to the Bible. God 
said to Abraham, “Unto they seed, I 
will give the land.” Abraham had two 
sons, Ismail - the Arab son, and 
Ishaac - the Jewish son. So even if 
one wants to go back to the Bible, the 
land would belong to both.
• Did know that Palestinian Christians 
are considered the “living stones” of 
Christianity because they are the 
direct descendants of the disciples of 
Jesus Christ?
• Did you know that, despite a ban on 
torture by Israel’s High Court of 
Justice, torture continues and is per­
petrated by Shin Bet interrogators on 
Palestinian prisoners?
• Did you know that Palestinian 
refugees make up the largest portion 
of the refugee population in the 
world?

mailto:Iuncheater78@hotmail.com
mailto:youthguy25@hotmail.com
mailto:dmperry@freemail.com.au
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Ramadan in Yemen

Special Customs
Saleh Abduhlbaqi
Yemen Times

R
amadan is a special holy 
month for Muslims and 
includes valuable con­
cepts and practices. Its 
sacredness and delight­

fulness are bestowed with a virtuous 
atmosphere of sympathy and solidarity 
of people. It also makes people feel 
and see the suffering of the poor. Life 
changes almost completely. Night 
turns into day. as most of the people 
stay awake the whole night doing sev­
eral things. Whatever they used to do 
during the day, they do at night during 
Ramadan. Although people suffer from 
fasting during the daytime, people are 
always happy in Ramadan.
Nights turn into a lively, joyful atmos­
phere with people going out. Some go 
to work, and some just enjoy their 
time. This seems to be almost identical 
in most of the Islamic countries. 
However, there are still some things

that arc unique to each country. In 
Yemen, we find some customs shared 
in almost all governorates of the 
Republic. Despite hardships which 
make the population suffer from their 
deplorable and hard living conditions, 
you can only see simple and innocent 
smiles on the people’s faces during this 
holy month.
During Ramadan, spirituality is per­
sonified by the fact that people stop 
eating. This is known as abstinence. It 
is one of the most favorable months, in 
which mercy and forgiveness prevails

in the entire Islamic nation (Ummah). 
It is the month in which the true 
Muslim shows his self-restraint and 
forbearance. As it is customary for 
Yemenis to celebrate this holy month, 
people, vendors selling toys and local 
desserts gather next to any ancient 
mosque. In the mosque, people spend 
the night chanting psalms and verses, 
but this is limited to some gover­
norates. In short, life is completely 
changed, as houses and mosques 
become like bee cells where people 
recite verses of the Holy Koran.

Some Socotra Traditions
T

raveling to Yemeni cities 
is always a pleasure. 
Besides enjoying beauti­
ful scenes in each city, 
he/she is astounded by the 

rich culture and various aspects of tra­
dition and daily life. In the 'last place in 
Yemen,' that is Socotra, one encounters 
a totally different and unique world, 
not only in terms of biodiversity but in 
terms of people's life there.
Some of the people's traditions are 
unique to the Socotra people. Among 
them, we find traditions of marriage, 
circumcision and dances by which the 
population of Socotra tries to express 
their situation.
Usually, the Socotra girl gets married 
at an early age (13 years old, for exam­
ple). It is a surprise that the decision of 
whether or not the bride is mature and 
capable of shouldering responsibilities

of a wife is made by an adult person, 
not her parents. As usual, men enjoy 
more freedom. Even those at their 70s 
can marry young brides. Until the 
1970s, bridegrooms would pay the 
dowry in livestock. Poor families 
would sometimes attempt to marry 
their young daughters to old rich men. 
Children's circumcision after their 
birth is not a tradition in Socotra. A 
man should wait until he decides to 
marry before being circumcised. 
Among a crowd of people singing and 
dancing, the bridegroom would stand 
confidently waiting to be circumcised. 
He should demonstrate that he is a real 
man who is able to endure pain. 
Otherwise, he would become a laugh­
ingstock in the society. People who die 
early should also be circumcised 
before being buried.
The habit of having women circum­

cised vanished many years ago. Only 
those who intend to perform a pilgrim­
age to the holy lands of Saudi Arabia 
would have to do it as a symbol of 
purity.
For many decades, Socotra people 
were far from any sign of civilization. 
No public services were provided. But 
as the saying goes, need is the mother 
of invention. People were therefore 
able to create the means to satisfy their 
needs. One of the marvelous features 
of the island is its luxurious plants and 
numerous trees that have been greatly 
used by the Socotra population to meet 
many of their demands. Those plants 
and trees provide sweet scents and per­
fume for women and medicine for 
many diseases. For example, the white 
clay near Hedibo, the capital of the 
island, also has magic effects on some 
diseases, especially those of the skin.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Yemen Hunt Oil Company is currently seeking for Junior Safety Engineer to work in our 
Kamil Processing Facility near Marib. Successful candidates will work schedule of 28 days 
on and have 28 days off.

Minimum Requirements:
• An Engineering or Technical degree from an accredited university in Safety Engineering, 

Environmental Sciences, Science or a closely related discipline is required.
• Prior Safety and/or Environmental experience in an oil production, processing or refinery 

operation is necessary.
• Must be able to read, write and understand English instructions and apply them. Must have 

good communication skills

Responsibilities:
• The candidate will be responsible for maintaining all fire equipment, assist with all 

Fire/Safety Training, will work VCSE and plant shut down projects. He also will conduct site 
safety/environmental audits and assist all departments with safety meetings.

• Candidate must be a self starter and capable to complete assignments with little or no direct 
supervision.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS.
Deadline for the application December 31, 2001.

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume to:
YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY

Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. BOX 481 

Or 
Fax: 416898 

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us, we will call you for an interview if you are a successful candidate.

Woman Forum for Studies & Training

Media and Plastic Art and its Role 
in Highlighting Women’s Issues

A
media and plastic art 
symposium was held 
from November 6 to 
November 9 in Al- 
Nubala Hall at Al-Helal

Hotel in Aden to highlight women's 
issues in society and promote self-ini­
tiatives. It was attended by the Assistant 
Deputy, Ahmad Al-Dhlaee, the General 
Manager of Labor and Social Affairs, 
Anees Hamsheri, and the Canadian 
Program Manager. Fuad Jowhri. 
During the symposium, the Assistant 
Deputy, Ahmad Al-Dhlaee, stressed the 
importance of organizing such sympo­
siums which are able to promote the 
tasks of the informative and media cor­
porations and women's issues in partic­
ular. The Chairwoman of the Women's

Forum for Studies and Training deliv­
ered a speech in which she spoke high­
ly of the joint cooperation between the 
forum and the Canadian program and 
the significance of holding such sympo­
siums. The three-day discussions con­
centrated mainly on women's issues in 
Yemeni society, pointing out the role of 
the media and the plastic arts in shed­
ding light on women's issues. The par­
ticipants insisted on the necessity of 
women's participation in the media and 
the enhancement of their role in the 
decision-making process. The partici­
pants came out with the following rec­
ommendations:
• Making use of the cultural heritage in 
its positive depiction, such as respect 
and esteem.

• Encouraging informative programs 
depicting the social and national role of 
women.
• Coordination among the media, 
including the official and non-official 
corporations, civil society and interna­
tional organizations.
• Outlining a comprehensive plan by 
the pedagogical and educational corpo­
rations, and putting an end to women’s 
discrimination.
• Reconsidering media which humili­
ates women.
• Necessary participation of the plastic 
arts through providing support to plas­
tic artists and re-establishing the basic 
infrastructures such as a museum for 
modern art, and starting again to offer 
artistic education as subjects in school.

Pages from Yemeni Traditional Heritage
Sa’ad Sharif Taher
Al-Nadira, Ibb

A
l-mujabera is a symbol 
of social unity and one 
of the biggest social 
occasions representing 
this unity in the Yemeni 

community. Al-mujabera are the “con­
dolences” during death ceremonies.
At home, when one dies, the body and 
the shroud will be washed according to 
Islamic rituals, sometimes by special 
people. Then, the coffin will be held on 
men’s shoulders until they reach the 
mosque, while a chorus praises God 
loudly: “Allah is the greatest" and 
“There is no God but Allah, and 
Mohammed is His messenger,” so that 
sorrow can be spread in the city or the 
village.
In the mosque, special prayers are per­
formed on the coffin. Then, it is carried 
to the cemetery in the midst of recita­
tions, such as praising God. The people 
holding the coffin switch by saying,

“Sellim il ajr,” (let me be blessed like 
you). The answer is. “Ajerna wajerkum 
Allah,” (God may bless you and us).
In the cemetery, a grave is dug, only a 
few meters deep with a side pit where 
the body can lie. Afterwards, the pit is 
closed with stones and mud. During 
this operation, the undertaker recites 
the Azan. Then, the undertaker climbs 
up and every person throws three hand­
fuls of dust to fill the grave, which is 
called “Al-Istijar” (begging blessing 
from God), while saying the following 
Qur'anic verse three times, “We’ve 
created you from it (the earth) and will 
send you back to it, then will bring you 
out of it again.” On the other side, a 
group of people recites the chapters 
Yasin and Tabarek of Qur’an. In addi­
tion, the last verses of Kehef, Saff, 
Badara and Ikhlas are recited three 
times. They conclude with the Fateha, 
and then prayers to the dead and all 
Muslims.
Consoling the relatives of the dead one 
is also performed, and women are also 
consoled at home by saying, “Addan 
Allah ajrekum wassam Allah 
qulubekum bil seber,” (May Allah

bless you and help you to bear with it). 
Then, everyone goes back to the house 
of the dead one to have lunch, which is 
served by the villagers or neighbors, 
but the meat should be provided by the 
relatives of the deceased.
During the afternoon, people gather 
again in a big local hall to chew qat 
which is also offered by the relatives of 
the dead man/woman.
Any gathering for joyous or sad occa­
sions goes with qat chewing. It binds 
people together. In other Arab coun­
tries, they praise God and the Prophet 
Mohammed in their prayers to the 
deceased and his relatives. Religious 
songs and recitations are done by a 
man called “fageeh” (the pious) or 
“saeedna" (our master), while atten­
dants repeat lyrics and verses after 
him. Finally, they recite the Fateha 
silently and depart in the evening. This 
ceremony goes on for three days.
Note: on the first day, people recite 
surat yasin after evening prayers, and 
money (YR 4.000 to 10,000) is paid to 
the fageeh and others. Perfumes and 
incense are spread in the mosque by 
relatives.
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Improve Your English
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
ramakantasahu@yahoo.com

I. What to Say

Planning a Strategy III: Strategy Application

Adel: It’s rightly said that strategy management is one of 
the most powerful concepts in the modern world. 
As such, goal setting is obviously the most vital 
prelude to the whole enterprise. Our discussion on 
this interesting concept is getting more and more 
stimulating. Yes, let’s discuss what the writer is 
highlighting after goal-setting.

Amin: The next important thing, of course, is paying close 
attention to timing and rhythm. For every goal we 
set for ourselves, there has to be a definite time 
frame. The advantage is that when goals become 
time bound, they become a 'do-it-now' assignment 
rather than 'do-whenever-I can' one. A time planner 
helps us to stick to the time schedule and 
periodically review our progress.

Adel: I think this focus on the completion of a task well 
on time makes the task more goal-oriented and easy 
to achieve.

Amin: In addition, a strategic principle gives us a sense of 
direction. It is a concrete statement grounded in 
reality telling us which opportunities to pursue and 
which to reject. However, adhering to one's 
strategic principle isn't always easy. Sometimes it 
means, as the author quotes to say: 'following your 
brain even when your heart is crying'.

Adel: What does that mean?
Amin: As I understand, it means that while tackling our 

goals there may be certain hard and unpleasant 
decisions that one may be constrained to take.

Adel: I see. It seems to me that it is necessary to prioritize 
our sub-goals and in accomplishing that, one should 
be guided by a sense of objective reasoning rather 
than by one’s impulse.

Amin: That's a good elucidation of the point. The next 
point the author talks about is, setting the goals 
sequentially. That means one goal should logically 
lead to the other in a hierarchical order so that there 
is continuity. In the process if we find sub-goals are 
clashing, we can readjust them according to the 
needs and situational constraints.

Adel: I think at this stage it is very important to try and get 
feedback regarding one's efforts. Don’t you think 
so?

Amin: Absolutely. We must be judicious about our 
strategy and critically analyze its possible 
consequences. In taking stock of things, we need to 
carefully look into all the steps we have taken to 
verify whether there was a lacunae somewhere. If 
we happen to discover a short-coming, we should 
consider whether the snag was due to misdirection 
or misapplications of the strategy resulting in time 
loss. In other words, we need to introspect whether 
the time loss was justifiable or avoidable. We have 
to bear in mind that time is the most valuable 
resource we are handling. If errors in strategy 
application lands us up in time loss, we must gear 
ourselves up and get more organized.

Adel: Amin. It appears to me that in addition to time 
management and strategy application, any 
enterprise, especially in the corporate sector, cannot 
but depend to a large extent on the successful 
utilization of teamwork.

Amin: Exactly. Team work is a foundational assumption 
which has immense significance in the present 
context. There should be mutual trust among the 
members, with each partner contributing their best 
for the success of the endeavor. These are, in fact, 
the concluding remarks of the author.

Adel: It's such a refreshingly original approach. In the age 
of globalization, it is the strategic principles 
enunciated and implemented which are the chief 
determinant of success for an organization. You 
have correctly understood the approach and very 
lucidly presented the salient ideas to me. This is, 
indeed, a treat. Keep reading new books presenting 
stimulating ideas and give me the privilege of being

a beneficiary of your newfound acquisition. Thanks 
a lot for your time.

Amin: Not at all. By discussing these ideas, some of my 
own misconceptions are being clarified. So the 
benefit is mutual and we thank each other. I have an 
idea. Let's set up a small book club and periodically 
meet to share the new ideas one might have gleaned 
from a book or some other source over a short span 
of time. After all, knowledge shared is knowledge 
doubled.

Adel: What a wonderful idea! Let's pursue it together in 
right earnest.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

1. He has been a deaf and dumb since birth.
2. Since drinking alcohol in public place was abandoned, 

the crime rate has decreased.
3. Automobile vehicles are destroying our ability of 

walking.
4. There were above a hundred students in the class.
5. Since my childhood I have always dreamt to go to 

abroad.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. Much as he tried, he couldn’t prevent him from doing 

that mischief.
2. Sana’a is the capital of Yemen.
3. They lost the game by an innings.
4. When I was six years old, I was sent to school.
5. This is worse of the two books.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Made up of different parts or materials.
2. Mixture of rotten organic matter for use in horticulture.
3. Enclosed area with buildings.
4. Settlement of a dispute by which each side gives up 

something asked for.
5. Something that must be done.

Answers to last weeks questions
1. Collect information and arrange it together: Compile
2. A sense of self satisfaction or quiet contentment: 

Complacence
3. Natural color or appearance of the skin or the face: 

Complexion
4. Taking part with another person in some crime or 

wrongdoing: Complicity
5. Expression of admiration in words or action: 

Compliment

IV. Choose the correct words from the 
alternatives given to complete the following 
sentences.
1. He promised that he------ the goods.

a) will deliver b) shall have delivered
c) would deliver d) must have delivered

2. You have done very well,.......?
a) haven’t you b) Have you c) isn’t it d) is it

3. This is the first time I------ a computer.
a) ever had used b) will ever use
c) have ever been using d) have ever used

4. If you need a coat, you will have to buy------ .
a) it b)one c) some d) any

5. You------ have wasted your time.
a) did not b) had not
c) ought not to d) never ought

Answers to last week’s questions
1. Many people in Yemen die of malaria because the 

preventive measures taken are inadequate.
2. The thief entered the house secretly.
3. The groom took the rein of the horse and drove off.
4. He works hard, doesn’t he?
5. When I reached the shop it had closed.

V. Words of wisdom
“Choose your companions, then choose 

your road”

TIMES QUIZ - 8
Questions
1. Why do astronauts keep floating in air inside a 

space shuttle?
a) because there is no gravitational pull
b) because they do not feel the rotation of the earth
c) it is due to the centrifugal force of the space shuttle

2. Who developed the concept of atom for the first 
time?
a) J. Dalton b) Bohr c) G. Marconi

3. The source of kerosene is
a) Coal tar b) Wine distillate
c) Crude petroleum d) LPG

4. It is difficult to see through fog because
a) The refractive index of fog is infinity

b) Fog absorbs light
c) Light is scattered by the droplets in fog

4. Besides the owl which other animal can turn its 
head 180 degrees?
a) Bat b) Sloth c) Cockroach

Solutions to Times Quiz 7
1. A body on moon would weigh l/6th of its weight on 

earth.
2. The technique Remote Sensing provides data over 

vast areas about natural resources, meteorology and 
environment in a short time.

3. D. Iwanowski first discovered the virus.
4. The Nobel Prize in literature for 2001 was awarded to 

V. S. Naipaul
5. The outermost layer of the skin is called Epidermis.

You are requested to send your answers by post, or through email. Answers by post should have the envelopes 
superscribed TIMES QUIZ, Education and sent to our address (Box: 2579, Sana’a). Address for sending through email 
is: ramakantasahu@yahoo.com

Names of those who have all the answers correct will be published in the next issue. We invite your enthusiastic participation.

Canadian Playwriter James Reaney: A Profile
P. A. Abraham 
Sana’a University 
Abraham@y.net.ye

I
t was in 1990 that, for the first 
time. I had the opportunity to 
meet James Reaney. one of 
Canada’s finest writers, in 
Canada. I was there on a 

Research Fellowship at the University 
of Western Ontario, Canada, where 
Reaney was teaching at that time. I met 
him a second time when, six years later, 
Reaney visited India to attend the 
International Conference on Canadian 
Studies and he delivered the keynote 
address at the conference. What struck 
me more than anything else in this 
world-renowned writer was his humili­
ty and child-like nature. This made me 
curious to know more about this man 
and his works. Incidentally, the element 
of child-like play and fantasy is present 
throughout Reaney’s works and is one 
of its important features. Reaney 
believes that if we, like children, can 
learn to transform even the simplest 
material objects into a thing of human 
wonder and significance, we will have 
found the key to transforming the 
frightening modern world into a place 
worth living in.
Three-time winner of the Governor 
General’s Award, Reaney wrote numer­
ous plays and poems. His most famous 
dramatic works include: The Killdeer 
and Other Plays; Apple Butter and 
Other Plays for Children (includes 
Names and Nicknames, Ignoramus): 
Geography Match; Let’s Make a Carol: 
A Play with Music for Children; Listen 
to the Wind; Colors in the Dark (pre­
miered at the Stratford Festival in 1967 
under John Hirsch’s direction); and, his 
magnum opus, The Donnellys: A 
Trilogy - Sticks and Stones, The Saint 
Nicholas Hotel, and Handcuffs. This 
trilogy constitutes Reaney’s finest 
achievement so far, and perhaps the 
finest achievement in Canadian theatre. 
The play is based on the true story of 
the legendary Black Donnellys, the 
sturdy Irish pioneers, who were hound­
ed and killed by their neighbors in 
Biddulph, a town not far from Reaney’s 
birthplace, Stratford in Ontario. The 
first two parts of the trilogy explore the 
legend of South Western Ontario’s 
hated and feared Black Donnellys and 
describe the origins of the murderous 
feuds between the defiant Donnellys 
and their community. The last part pres­
ents the culminating event, that is the 
massacre of the Donnelly clan. The 
focus in this play is on violence and 
rebellion. Violence as an act of aggres­
sion and self-preservation, which has 
historical and political dimensions, and 
which, by its emphasis on man’s vul­
nerability and helplessness, places him 
in a ‘no exit’ situation. Reaney wrote 
about the play, “When you immerse 
yourself in this play, you may find that 
your experience matches my own when 
I immersed myself in documents which 
had lain for years and years in the attics 
of two local courthouses. After a while 
I couldn’t stop thinking about them.” 
Since its first publication in 1975, The 
Donnellys has become a classic in 
Canadian literature.
In past years. Reaney has been busy 
creating a series of plays about the life 
around him in Southern Ontario. These 
plays range from the deep past - 
Wacousta, Baldoon - to celebrations in 
his hometown, Stratford, Ontario (King 
Whistle), in London, Ontario (Antler 
River), and in Waterloo, Ontario (I, the 
Parade). Though his plays are regional 
in nature, they often transcend from the 
local to the universal as they deal with 
issues relevant to people of all national­
ities and cultures.
Reaney was born on September 1, 
1926, as the son of James Nesbitt 
Reaney and Elizabeth Henrietta in a 
farmhouse in Stratford, a beautiful 
hamlet on the outskirts of London, 
Ontario. I have vivid memories of this 
beautiful prairie land where Reaney 
drove me. While sitting in his car and 
enjoying the vast and panoramic land­
scape of Ontario, Reaney kept giving 
me details about the different places we 
were passing by. These neighborhoods 
were inhabited by diverse ethnic 
groups, like the Scots, the Irish, the 
Germans, the Dutch and so on, which 
explains the multi-cultural nature of 
Canada.
Reaney’s childhood was beset with 
numerous problems because of a men­
tally ill father who left him and his 
mother at a time when the young boy 
needed a lot of love and guidance from 
him. The problems aggravated with the 
arrival of his stepfather, who took over 
the farm and started to dictate his 
behavior. In his essay published in 
Brick Magazine “A Memoir in Progress 

in Three or More Voices,” Reaney 
wrote, “The trouble was I was asked to 
fill too many roles: house boy, barn 
boy, farm boy, school boy, horse boy. 
Eventually the tug of war between 
helping my mother and helping her 
mate led to a mighty explosion.” 
During this hard time, only his moth­
er’s love allowed him to survive.
So, high school was also a quite awful 
experience for Reaney, due to the 
unbearable life he had at the farm and 
the constant nagging 
of his stepfather. As a 
result, Reaney’s iden­
tification with the 
farm disappeared at an 
early age. Yet, he con­
tinued to live and work 
on the farm during his 
father’s illness. At the 
age of 14, Reaney left 
the one-room country 
school at Elmhurst and 
went to Stratford 
Collegiate Vocational 
Institute. Upon gradu­
ation, he won an 
entrance scholarship 
in Greek and Latin at the University 
College of the University of Toronto, as 
well as a County scholarship (estab­
lished by George Drew) which took 
care of his board and lodging.
Reaney received his Master’s degree 
from the University of Toronto in 1949. 
That same year, he published The Red 
Heart, which won the Governor 
General’s award. It was at this time that 
he came under the influence of 
Northrop Frye at Victoria College. 
During his graduate years, he read 
Fearful Symmetry, Frye’s study of 
William Blake’s prophetic vision, and 
this book had a tremendous influence 
on developing Reaney’s creative imag­
ination. It gave him an archetypal 
vision of the Bible in which the logos is 
equated with the imagination. This, in 
fact, helped him in changing his earlier 
religious world into a literary one.
At the University College, Reaney 
greatly enjoyed his freedom from the 
narrow evangelical world that earlier 
surrounded him, not giving up without 
protest what at the time he considered 
“the Frye cult at Victoria College.” As 
an undergraduate, Reaney did not 
attend Frye’s lectures, although he 
could not avoid the endless discussions 
arising from them among his friends. 
Later, Reaney wrote in the editorial of 
the first issue of Alphabet, a literary 
magazine Reaney had founded (1960- 
71), “Those were the months when 
young men and women sat up at night 
reading Fearful Symmetry which had 
just come out. I think I have been pres­
ent at more conversations about the Fall 
than even Adam could have thrown a 
certain withered apple at, and assuredly 
more speculation concerning Leviathan 
than Job scratched his boils at.”
In fact, Reaney’s reputation as a cre­
ative writer was first established on the 
basis of his poetry rather than his dra­
matic essays. However, he denies that 
he is simply a lyric poet who decided to 
become a dramaturge instead. When 
asked about it, Reaney confessed to me, 
“That period when you are writing 
poetry, all the metaphors are coming for 
physiological and psychological rea­
sons and then it dies... Evidently, they 
get all their equations when they are 
young and then they work at it for the 
rest of their lives. The lyric period is 
very short. I reached the end of my teth­
er by writing poetry. There was some­
thing in me that then took over and that 
was to write plays. I felt rather sad...” 
The best of his early poetry, much of it 
published in The Undergrad and The 
Varsity, was then brought together in a 
single volume, The Red Heart, and 
accepted by McClelland and Stewart 
for publication. During this time. 
Reaney also wrote a story, which was 
published in the mass circulation New 
Liberty Magazine (July 19, 1947), 
about a young man’s sexual relation­
ship with a damsel of his neighborhood. 
He is confronted in a particular 
macabre way with the aborted fetus of 
the girl who he made pregnant. The 
story provoked a lot of furor among its 
readers and, according to Reaney, 
“there were 800 letters to the magazine 
demanding that I be hanged.”
When Reaney completed his MA in 
1949, he left for Winnipeg to teach, 
among other things, creative writing at 
the University of Manitoba. 
Meanwhile, he also had a Fellowship to 
the United States in Iowa to write a pro­
gram, but Reaney turned it down 
because he thought he had to stay in 
Canada. “The Fellowship would have 
gotten me out of the teaching program. 
And I’d have become a freelance 
writer. But you don’t know what hap­
pens to a creative writer if he has to 
freelance. You have to keep writing, 
and you can easily become a hack if 

you don’t watch out,” Reaney says.
In 1956, Reaney returned to Toronto to 
begin work on his Ph.D. He registered 
immediately in Frye’s course on liter­
ary symbolism (out of which emerged 
Frye’s Anatomy of Criticism) and chose 
as his thesis topic “A Study of Spencer 
and Yeats. ” Probably, no Canadian 
writer has managed more successfully 
than Reaney to fuse the poet and the 
scholar for the benefit and enhance­
ment of both.

After spending six years in Winnipeg, 
Reaney returned to the East in 1951 
during Christmas break and married 
Colleen Thibaudeau, who was 
Reaney’s college mate and was at that 
time a member of the small literary 
group on the campus and also a recog­
nized poet in Canada. She studied 
French poetry with the Canadian poet 
Robert Finch and was influenced by 
French poets such as Mallarme and 
Valery. Reaney had great respect for her 
poetic talent and some of his lyrics after 
The Red Heart owe much both to her 
presence and her influence. Reaney 
admits that his marriage to Colleen 
played an important role in the opening 
and maturing of his poetic imagination. 
It is interesting to note that The Red 
Heart, written before his marriage, was 
about a negative vision of love, mar­
riage and family. But, after his mar­
riage, his literary works became more 
and more a celebration of them.
In 1956, Reaney returned with his fam­
ily to Toronto to undertake his Ph.D. 
Within two years, he completed the 
coursework, the general examination 
and the thesis. During his Winnipeg 
years. Reaney wrote Night Blooming 
Cereus and A Suit of Nettles. Upon 
completion of the thesis in the spring of 
1958, Reaney returned again to 
Winnipeg to fulfill a two-year obliga­
tion arising from his leave of absence to 
complete his thesis. Then, he began to 
work on The Killdeer, which was final­
ly performed on January 13, 1960 by 
the University College alumnae at the 
Coach House Theatre in Toronto. In 
1960, Reaney joined the Department of 
English at the University of Western 
Ontario in London, 38 miles from 
Stratford and 120 miles from Toronto. 
Since then, this place has been his 
home both physically and psychologi­
cally.
The publication of Alphabet was a turn­
ing point in Reaney’s career, as he 
became more and more actively 
involved in the development of a 
Canadian identity. Soon after settling 
down in London, Reaney mailed the 
first issue of Alphabet, dedicated to 
what he termed “the iconography of the 
imagination.” In fact, the concept of 
Alphabet was nurtured during Reaney’s 
graduate year at the University of 
Toronto, when he first came under the 
influence of Northrop Frye. Each issue 
of Alphabet was to be devoted to a par­
ticular myth. The first issue was about 
the myth of Narcissus. In his editorial. 
Reaney wrote. “It suddenly came to 
[him] that here was proof that life 
reflects art. The myth of Narcissus 
reaches out and touches with a clarify­
ing ray the street scene where the two 
human beings glide by also in the toils 
of reflection. That’s how poetry works: 
it weaves street scene and twins around 
swans in legendary pools. Let us make 
a form out of this: documentary on one 
side and myth on the other: Life and 
Art. Into this form we can put anything 
and the magnet we have set up will 
arrange it for us.”
Here, Reaney discovered the imagina­
tive form that was shaping his own 
work. Later, using the myth as a magnet 
to assemble his documentary, Reaney 
made a series of collage-like plays that 
finally brought him to a vision of his 
life around Ontario. However, the pub­
lication of Alphabet was disrupted after 
a decade of fruitful literary output. 
Since then, Reaney has never looked 
back as a creative writer who has given 
a new shape and form to Canadian 
drama. September 1, 2001 marked the 
76th birthday of this great writer who is 
still active in creative writing and 
drama workshops. Let us wish him 
many more years of a creative and pro­
ductive life.

The writer with James Reaney when the latter visited 
Gandhi Ashram in Ahmedabad, India in 1996.
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Qaboos the Leader: Thirty-One Years of Dedication

Yaser M. Al-Mayasi
Yemen Times

T
he air is filled with joy and 
people are rejoicing. The 
butterfly shaped lights 
decorate the streets and 
highways. The capital of 

Oman, Muscat, is a clean and beautiful 
city. What attracts my attention is the 
sprawling urban growth, clear evidence 
of a construction boom and rapidly 
improving standards of living. Since 
coming to power, Sultan Qaboos has 
initiated and completed a massive 
overhaul of the country’s infrastruc­
ture, such as building hospitals and 
schools. The year 2001 not only marks 
the advent of a new millennium, but 
also celebrates thirty-one years of 
progress and development under the 
guidance of his Majesty Sultanate

Qaboos bin Saeed. Oman looks for­
ward with confidence on entering this 
new century. The country’s population 
is not only proud of its endeavors and 
achievements under the guidance of 
His Majesty, but they are also very 
optimistic about the future of Oman 
under his inspired leadership. Many 
world leaders and statesmen have since 
highly praised the qualities of His 
Majesty, his dedication to his country 
and to his people, his commitment and 
unswerving determination to achieve 
progress and development, his role on 
the world stage, and his work for peace 
and human rights.
On November 18, the Sultanate of 
Oman celebrated the 31th anniversary 
of the beginning of his reign, as an 
announcement of a new era of progress 
and prosperity, with the ability to cope 
with modern technology in all its 
aspects. The Omani history shows us 
the greatness and the originality of this 
country and its people. The Omani ren­

aissance has been 
progressing by 
leaps and bounds. 
The Sultanate of 
Oman has 
achieved its won­
ders by itself, rely­
ing only on its will. 
As soon as you put 
a foot on this land, 
a sense of change 
haunts your mind. 
Every aspect of 
this qualitative 
change in the 
Sultanate has been 
carefully consid­
ered under the 
wise leadership of 
the Sultan Qaboos 
bin Saeed. The 
first sentence pro­
nounced by the 
Sultan was, “ The 
people of this 
country must 
cooperate for the 
sake of change and 
construction.” This 

short sentence was not just mere 
words, but has been crystallized into 
concrete actions in the fields of eco­
nomics, culture and environment for 
example.
The Sultanate of Oman enjoys a stable 
political, economic and social system. 
The excellent relations fostered with 
neighboring countries have enabled 
Oman to play an active role in promot­
ing regional political and economic 
cooperation. On the economic level, 
the Omani individual income has dras­
tically risen and has become one of the 
highest incomes in the region. One of 
the major features of the five-year plan 
of 2001/2005 is the priority to achieve 
and develop human resources along 
with encouraging the private sector in 
order to develop the Omani national 
economy towards heavy industries. As 
a result, the Sultanate has been seeking 
to protect local and foreign investment 
processes. The natural liquefied gas 
projects represent the main steps to 
find diverse sources of income. In 
addition, projects in water services and 
electricity have also reached remote 
places in the country.
Modem education is the main pillar of 
the achievements made in the 
Sultanate. Human development is 
given priority, considering that man is 
an important factor in the process of 
construction and development. 
Therefore, the government has done its 
best to provide him with adequate edu­
cation. The Sultanate of Oman has 
indeed the basic pedagogical and edu­
cational means of learning. The num­
ber of male and female students at 
schools has reached 800,000. At the 
same time, the teachers total 25,000 
and adult illiteracy has been eradicated. 
Another aspect of development is 
based on agricultural products, which 
constitute 35 percent of the overall 
exports. The agricultural and fishing 
resources represent 35 percent of 
national products, while both agricul­
tural and animal resources have 
reached 40 percent of the overall non­
oil exports.
For a country that only thirty years ago 

hardly had any good health care, the 
achievements of Oman in the develop­
ment of its health services are out­
standing. Even the World Health 
Organization (WHO) hailed the 
Sultanate’s excellent health achieve­
ments and placed the country 8th with 
regard to providing the best compre­
hensive healthcare at an international 
level. According to a worldwide analy­
sis of 191 countries, Oman also won 
the first position at a world level in 
health system efficiency and good uti­
lization of financial resources and 
health services. On the sanitary level, 
the entire Sultanate has been given the 
essential services. Furthermore, the 
Sultanate established a social security 
network, which provides the necessary 
requirements and essentials. The social 
development programs have taken 
great care of the workforce, ameliorat­
ing its capacity and means of stability.

Media and its Progress in the 
Sultanate

With respect to media, 
the Information 
Minister H. E. Hamed 
Mohammed Al- 
Rashdi, briefly talked 
about the progress of 

the media by outlining that the devel­
opment of media can be attributed to 
His Majesty, Sultan Qaboos Bin Saeed. 
The information revolution is mainly 
the result of Oman's renaissance, 
which strengthens the national identity 
and the people’s ambitions for a better 
future. The Omani News Agency 
(ONA) is considered to be the main 
media source in the country for televi­
sion, radio and newspapers. The ONA 
has become a valuable link in the mass 
media both at home and abroad. At 
home, it is the distributing channel for 
all official press releases concerning 
foreign affairs, economic development, 
as well as for social and cultural activ­
ities. The agency follows international 
news through its correspondents in 
Arab and foreign capitals who provide 
pictures from Arab and foreign coun­
tries. There are also Arabic and English 

newspapers constituting a major form 
of support to the Omani media.

Environment
The Sultanate has taken essential ini­
tiatives in environmental preservation 
as a response to the peculiarities and 
needs of the nation. The Ministry real­
ized that the physical development 
could endanger the quality of the envi­
ronment if the process disregarded the 
sustainable use of natural resources or 
flouted rules for environmental safety. 
Therefore, it has in the past year redou­
bled its efforts for the creation of a suit­
able climate for public and private pri­
vatization. "As a result of great con­
cern for the protection of the environ­
ment and our achievements in this 
respect, Oman has gained a respectable 
position among nations concerned with 
environmental protection. Yet, we still 
have to exert more efforts and consider 
the special conditions relevant to this 
issue, when we 
come to plan and 
implement devel­
opment projects.
We must proceed 
in developing con­
tacts with the 
regional and inter­
national organiza­
tions concerned. It 
is a duty which 
must be undertak­
en by each citizen 
to guarantee the 
protection of our 
natural effects and 
protect the beauti­
ful and distin­
guished nature 
which God 
Almighty granted 
to our beloved 
Oman,” His 
Majesty Sultan 
Qaboos Bin Saeed 
said.

Stability and 
Development
The country has 

become the land of prosperity and sta­
bility in a troubled world. Today after 
thirty-one years of outstanding 
achievements, His Majesty, Sultan 
Qaboos bin Saeed is still seeking to 
change his country in a drive to keep 
up with the economic demands of the 
21st century and the new aspirations of 
his people. In this regard, another fun­
damental transformation in Oman’s 
fortunes is taking place with the private 
sector, which is replacing the public 
sector as the vehicle for progress and 
prosperity.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

I
n addition to tackling various 
local and Arab issues, local 
press has this week put special 
emphasis on president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh's visit to the 

United States of America highlighting 
its importance in various fields of rela­
tionship between the two friendly 
countries.
Excerpts from articles published in 
some local newspapers of this week..

Saut Ash-Shoura 
weekly, organ of 
Yemeni People's 
Forces Union, 
18 Nov.2001

Columnist Dr Mohammed Abdulmalik 
1-Mutawakil says in his article that 
during the past years the world wit­
nessed a mad cow phenomenon but 
this year the world is seeing the phe­
nomenon of mad cowboy. The writer 
maintains that the difference between 
the two phenomena is that the first 
one's damage and harm were confined 
to cows only when thousands of them 
were killed with gunfire. As for the 
phenomenon of mad cowboy its dam­
age and calamities have hit the human, 
the trees and the stone and expected to 
result in catastrophes to humanity the 
world over.
Paradoxically the world that joined 
forces to fight the mad cow phenome­
non is the same world that is now offer­
ing support to the madness of the cow­
boy.
It is an offense to kill a civilian in New 
York but it is rather allowable in 
Afghanistan. The Zionist drives his 
tank into Gaza and the West Bank to 
demolish Palestinians' houses an kill 
their owners, nevertheless, he is seen 
by the cowboys as defending himself 
whereas the stone thrower Palestinian 
child is according to them leads organ­
ized terror.
Palestinian organizations, such as 
HAMAS, Jihad and the Popular Front 
fighting for liberating their homeland 
from Zionist occupation are catego­
rized as terrorist ones. On the other 
hand the Zionist entity that is occupy­
ing the land and using its helicopter 
gunships and warplanes against 
defenseless people is considered as 
defending itself. Doesn't that indicate 
that the mad cowboy disease has out­
matched mad cow disease?

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Nasserite 
People's Unionist 
Organization, 
20 Nov. 2001

The political editor at the newspaper 
has this week front-paged an article on 
results of forming the Supreme

Committee for Elections, confirming 
that the formation has disclosed the 
Authority's intentions in the coming 
elections.
The editor says that the nature of the 
formation of the Elections Supreme 
Committee disclosed insistence of the 
authority and the ruling party on appro­
priating the electoral process with all 
means and canceling any margin 
allowing others' in the political partici­
pation. After elongated discussions and 
political debate over months between 
the ruling party and the opposition on 
amendments of the elections law, the 
government and the ruling party have 
brushed aside all that they have previ­
ously agreed upon with the political 
forces. It has been thus proved that the 
government is no longer taking into 
account any weight for others or 
towards any political or moral commit­
ment. Its only objective is to render the 
narrow margin of democracy into 
merely a dEcor for a partisan life 
whose members have no right to dream 
of any democratic development of the 
political situations for the better.

Ath-Thawri 
weekly,organ of the 
YSP, 22 Nov.2001

Columnist Mansour Haiel says in an 
article that since the beginning of the 
September 11 events and declaration of 
" the world war" on terrorism and inau­
guration of the military operations on 
Afghanistan on October 7 , many 
strong traditional alliances established 
since the cold war got shaken and some 
got disengaged.lt has appeared that the 
U.S. faced the biggest problems with 
its traditional allies; Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan, for instance. Someone has 
allowed himself to confirm that the 
ongoing war in Afghanistan is 
between former allies: the United 
States and ideological Islam, the two of 
whom were in the same trench i.e. the 
enmity to the former Soviet Union.
In this regard a question can be raised 
on whether the latest Afghan war be an 
opportunity for liquidation of old 
alliances inherited from the cold war 
and to establish new ones.

26 September weekly, 
organ of Yemen 
Armed Forces
22 Nov. 2001

The political editor of the newspaper 
has written an article discussing and 
analyzing the visit of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to the U.S. The politi­
cal editor says the meeting of the two 
Yemeni and American presidents in 
these circumstances represent an 
important turning-point in the two 
countries' relations. It emphasizes that 

Yemen is an important partner for the 
United States and not as some would 
prefer to publicize as target of strikes 
on terror. The meeting would also dis­
play America's desire to explore the 
Yemeni vision on many regional and 
international issues as well as combat­
ing terrorism because the Yemeni 
stands are characterized by frankness, 
sincerity and moderateness. The two 
presidents' talks would also give the 
Yemeni side an opportunity to convey 
an image of the actual feelings of the 
Arab and Muslim citizen under such 
circumstances that are exploited by 
some to instigate spirit of hatred 
against the Arabs and Muslims. Yemen 
can secure and contribute with a vision 
guaranteeing for the Arabs and 
Muslims a status they deserve in the 
world.
President Saleh's visit to the United 
States come in n important stage in the 
world history and it will lay the foun­
dation for stronger ties between Yemen 
and the U.S It would also enhance eco­
nomic, investment, security, develop­
ment and military cooperation in a 
manner consolidating the two countries 
interests and would not contradict the 
national and Islamic constant . Those 
who feel cautious about the visit 
should realize that Yemen makes its 
history by its own will and would not 
give up sovereignty on its land or right.

As-Sahwa weekly, 
22 Nov. 2001

A weekly editorial this week says those 
pondering reactions of the political 
arena in our country would notice 
clearly change of desires of the corrup­
tion lobby. As the most important 
institution possessing the legal and 
constitutional legitimacy for supervis­
ing elections, the elections supreme 
committee is for the first time dominat­
ed by a majority representing the ruling 
party. The danger of this situation 
exceeds the party representation to the 
declaring that the ruling party feels that 
all political forces together have not 
the right to be equal to it.The editorial 
says further that since the parliamen­
tary elections of 1997, the ruling party 
has practically moved towards getting 
rid of certain statements whose leader­
ships were considering as commit­
ments towards democracy.
The editorial also says that whatever 
that can be said about the opposition, it 
remains the more democratic. It wit­
nesses practices having nothing to do 
with democracy but nonetheless it 
remains committed to democratic plu­
ralist option and peaceful action that 
would certainly serve the country and 
support democracy.
Political opposition parties and civil 
society forces are all in need of recon­
sidering their performance so that to be 
more representative of the citizens 
woes and aspirations.

Annas weekly 19 Nov. 
2001

The newspaper's editorial is devoted to 
discussing the president's visit to 
Washington saying that news and vari­
ous sources mention about American 
measures against Yemen going on for 
more than two months since the events 
of 11 September.
The government has also warned 
against an arrest campaign including 
thousands of Yemenis, expatriates in 
America. A report issued by immi­
grants ministry of Yemen disclosed that 
Washington has prevented remittances 
operations between Yemen and 
America. News also reports about 
American requests of handing the U.S. 
Government lists including names of 
mosque preachers in Yemen, a matter 
suggesting of collapse of improving 
relations between Yemen and 
America.
Circulating such news, regardless of 
being correct or not, forms part of 
American pressures put on Yemeni 
government. Such pressures caused 
postponement of president Saleh's visit 
to Washington till this time.
The editorial elaborates that president 
Saleh's visit to America is one of his 
duties as one of the Arab leaders of 
principle. Nevertheless, the president is 
requested to move towards 
Washington, not only for curbing the ill 

treatment of Yemeni expatriates there 
or for abolishing any American meas­
ure impinging upon Yemeni citizens, 
but also for playing a national and 
humanitarian role regarding America's 
harassment against Arab and Islamic 
countries and their civilian institutions.

Al-Jamaheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist party 
18 Nov. 2001

Mr Mohammed Assayed wrote a 
front-page article saying the Yemenis 
have received Ramadhan fasting 
month under soaring rates of prices 
that covered major foodstuffs exceed­
ing 30 percent. This has produced a 
negative effect on the purchasing 
power of the citizens, especially those 
of limited incomes.
A number of citizens have in this 
regard confirmed that the "doses" 
imposed already on them have made 
them miss the joy for the advent of 
Ramadhan month. They have pointed 
out that they have been forced to do 
without many important food meals 
they used to have on such occasion.
On the other hand many merchants 
have complained that their sales are 
very low due to customers reluctance 
from buying. Economists have on their 
part affirmed that economic reform 
program the government has started its 
implementation the beginning of 1995 
is considered among the main causes 
that led to deterioration of the living 
condition of the citizens. Their aver­
age incomes have dropped to more 
than 70% . Some studies confirm that 
the presence of more than 90% of fam­
ilies whose incomes are lower that 
expenditure value on basic commodi­
ties.

Ath-Thawra daily 
24 Nov. 2001

Ath-Thawra daily has devoted its 
today's editorial to the Yemeni- 
American summit in Washington. 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh visit to 
Washington has been scheduled before 
the events of 11 September which have 
not only shocked the American people 
and administration but also the entire 
nations on Earth. That terrorist attack 
on America represents an attack on 
humanity as a whole and threatens 
security and peace.
President Saleh will carry with him to 
Washington our domestic and national 
woes and concerns starting from 
resisting all forms of terror and ending 
with achieving regional and interna­
tional cooperation to encircle the 
forces of terror and uprooting it. 
Yemen is like the U.S. has become vic­
tim of terrorist practices and thus it has 
become necessary to hold the Yemeni- 
American summit to come out with a 
common vision and programmed 
coordination and cooperation.
The president's agenda will also 
include Yemen's view towards the 
Palestinian national struggle for 
achieving independence and establish­
ment of the Palestinian viable state. 
This is a topic of high importance 
because what the Arab Israeli arena 
conflict is witnessing would remain as 
justifications for some forces o extrem­
ism and terror. The president would 
also carry the image of Yemen's condi­
tions in fields of economy, develop­
ment, human rights, combating pover­
ty, stabilization of democracy and peo­
ple's participation in political, eco­
nomic and social life. All these will no 
doubt be solved with simple develop­
ment means but need sustainable 
American and European support to be 
applied to education, human develop­
ment and infrastructure.
The United States should understand 
peculiarities of the Yemeni political 
system that does not hide its friendship 
towards America and struggles for 
enhancing democracy, human rights 
and adoption of modernity systems in 
all walks of life.

Saut Al-Mua'aradha 
weekly,organ of 
Opposition National 
Council, 22 Nov. 2001

Advocate Abdulaziz Al-Samawi writes 
an article confirming that private jails 
as one of the most dangerous phenom­
enon our Yemeni society and a defect 
of the government. He maintains that 
there is no country in the civilized 
world having jails owned by persons or 
companies or institutions. The state all 
over the world are alone that have the 
right to run prisons as punishing facili­

ties under supervision of the govern­
ment.
The economic institution is but one of 
such parties possessing private jails for 
imprisoning merchants without any 
right and without observing rules of the 
constitution and laws.
Legislators who worked out the valid 
constitution and laws have not

occurred in their mind that an institu­
tion or a tribe chief possesses a right to 
prepare a private jail for detaining and 
imprisoning his adversaries.
The writer proposes at the end of his 
article to put this matter to discussion 
within the framework of the constitu­
tion and rules of the law.

Dear Editor,
Thank you for publishing my letter in 
your esteemed magazine. My letter is 
about the current crisis the world is 
living in after the suicide bomb attack 
on the United States. As a result of 
publishing my letter with my e-mail 
address, I have received a flood of E- 
mails (17 E-mails so far). As I read 
them, I could clearly see how my let­
ter has been misinterpreted.
Through your magazine, I want to 
make one point clear, that is that I am 
by no means trying to justify or cele­
brate the death of the innocents. No 
rational person should think in this 
way. But one should be reasonable 
and realistic. What you do expect 
from the oppressed ones who tried 
every means to change their miserable 
situation but without any result (this 
applies also to the Palestinians)? The 
moment of explosion would be immi­
nent, even if the price to pay is their 
life, since without dignity their life 
will be meaningless. However, the 
reaction of the attacked ones is of 
great importance. The wiser the reac­
tion, the greater the possibility to 
smooth out the differences and avoid 
future terrorist actions. But if the reac­
tion is (as we are seeing now) a quick 
retaliation without even sufficient evi­
dence, I think this will solve nothing 
and rather worsen the situation.
Addressing the problem properly by 
answering the questions: "Why did 
this happen?” and “Why America and 
no other country?” would be more 
useful and better than wasting time in 
accusations and blaming one another 
for being responsible for what hap­
pened. The next stage will be through 
working in light of the appropriate 
and reasonable answers to these ques­
tions. Eventually, terrorism in all its 
forms will disappear from the face of 
the earth, and all people regardless of 
their race and religion will enjoy ever­
lasting peace.

Mohammed Altom
Email: tom2000@maktoob.com

Dear Editor,
“The Answer” you publish is laugh­
able. I could not believe it was written 
by an American, or perhaps by the 
Taliban Propaganda Minister. I also 
cannot believe this represents at all 
the American opinion as you claim. I 
dare you to publish this.
In this “answer,” America is criticized 
for being hypocritical in maintaining 
relationships with non-democratic 
and repressive Middle Eastern 
regimes. Other than Israel, they are 
ALL non-democratic and repressive 
regimes. To blame Israel for the 
deaths of Palestinians is disingenuous. 
Israel has the inherent right, as do all 
nations, to defend itself. If the 
Palestinians stopped their violence, 
there would be no more deaths. But, if 
the Israelis stopped violence, there 
would still be continued violence by 
the Arabs.
The Israelis moved substantially from 
their previous position in an attempt 
to achieve peace. If the Palestinians 
felt that was inadequate, they could 
have submitted a counterproposal. 
Instead they prefer to resort to vio­
lence.
After 50 years, it is obvious that the 
Arabs don't want and never did want 
peace. They would rather suffer for 
eternity than make peace. The sad part 
about it is that they are granted their 
wish.

Robert Johnson 
rtnis32@aol

Dear Editor,
I would like to explain that the root of 
‘Jihad’ is ja-ha-da. The radical verb is 
'jihada,' meaning to strive, to make 
effort. 'Jihad,' one of the verbal nouns, 
is basically to make efforts and to 
struggle against all evil, in one's self 
firstly and then around. Armed strug­

gle is an extreme implementation of 
this concept. A 'Mujaahid' is someone 
who makes jihad. The plural of the 
word is 'Mujaahidoon', and when 
declined in the accusative or genitive 
cases, it becomes 'Mujaahideen.' 
So, basically the 'Mujaahideen' are 
Muslims who, conscious of their 
duties as creatures of God on earth, 
struggle against any form of evil and 
injustice. The struggle starts within 
one’s self. The first enemy, after 
Satan, is one’s self. This struggle then 
extends to the surroundings. Means to 
conduct jihad are mainly intellect, 
good words, good actions, mutual 
encouragement, preaching and 
reminders, the pen (and lately 
Internet), etc., and as a last recourse, 
in case all the previous fail, are arms. 
This is made only on a defensive 
basis, against injustice and tyranny. 
Since Muslims are constantly, every­
day, in self-jihad. The appellation 
'Mujaahideen' is normally conferred 
to those who fight militarily for the 
cause of God.
The world of today knows the soldiers 
of the Northern Alliance as 
Mujaahideen. This nickname has 
been given to them by the world's 
media, but WRONGLY so! My call is 
to refrain from calling these people 
Mujaahideen, as the word would be 
vulgarized and defamed.
Soldiers of the Northern Alliance are 
people of a brutal nature. They rape, 
kill, massacre, and loot unjustly. 
People with this kind of register will 
dishonor such a noble word as 
Mujaahideen. Mujaahideen struggle 
for the establishment and maintenance 
of God’s word on earth. Where they 
enter after victory, goodness is spread 
and evil goes away. It was the con­
trary when the Northern Alliance 
entered Kabul and the other cities. 
When they came back, satanic music 
started being heard, pornographic pic­
tures were displayed, many women 
gave up on their chaste behaviors, and 
many men abandoned themselves in 
wine drinking and so on. To top it off, 
hundreds of people were massacred in 
cold blood, after being humiliated and 
paraded. These are satanic acts totally 
against the principles of Islam.
Relatively speaking, the Taliban far 
more deserve to be called 
Mujaahideen than the soldiers of the 
Northern Alliance. If you don't want 
to call the Taliban Mujaahideen, at 
least stop calling soldiers of the 
Northern Alliance Mujaahideen. Keep 
that word noble and let it be given to 
noble people.

Abdullateef Sheik Uthman 
lateef@ajwa. com

Dear Editor,
The editorial “We Have a Public 
Relations Problem” is right on the 
mark: “Arabs have a public relations 
problem.” But it isn’t just limited to 
how politicians interact with news 
media. Probably the best thing to hap­
pen to Arab public image in America 
in recent years was the Disney release 
of the animation film “Aladdin,” not 
that it represents life in the Middle 
East any more than their subsequent 
“Tarzan” illustrates life in the jungle. 
But it introduced a human, caring 
image of Arabs that was previously 
absent in American consciousness. If 
Osama bin Laden wanted to win 
peace and a beneficial outcome to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he should 
have spent his millions buying a stu­
dio and produced movies that won 
hearts. A few action thrillers and a few 
love stories and the American con­
sciousness will have shifted. Then get 
some incredibly famous stars to take 
part in an epic religious-struggle 
movie and there's no telling what 
might follow.

Jim Kelly 
Seattle, WA, USA

Continued from page 5

PGC to Get the Upper Hand in 
Running Elections in its Favor

Abdullah Ali al-Sadah, Secretary- 
General of Sons of Yemen League
The Sons of Yemen League accepted 
the new structure of the ESC as we 
expected such a formation, especially 
after the government and the opposi­
tion parties reached an agreement 
stressing the necessity of having all 
political parties represented in the 
ESC. Clearly, the new formation of 
the ESC is dominated by the PGC, 
even though two personalities outside 
the ruling party were included. The 
current changes are undoubtedly 
meant to prepare the ground for the 
post-President Saleh generation. This 
move is clearly represented by the 
increasing number of young people in 
government and public institutions, 
such as the People's General Congress 
itself. We think that the freedom and 
fairness of any election lies in super­
vising elections jointly and not unilat­
erally.

Mohammed Abdulmalik al- 
Mutawakil, famous political analyst 
I am no longer concerned with giving 
a diagnostic on a well-known disease, 
which is clearly present in most parts 
of the ruling party’s practices and con­
duct. The ruling party has a backward 
totalitarian mentality and is therefore

unable to adjust with the new 
demands and factors of the modern 
age. Actually, so far the ruling party 
has failed to cover its weakness, as 
the problem is not really related to the 
appointment of some officials in cer­
tain positions, including those in the 
Election Supreme Committee, but 
rather lies in the mentality that 
demands that people be puppies and 
parrots.
The Election Supreme Committee, the 
amended law and the Constitution 
itself are all part of a farce created by 
the ruling party in order to give itself 
false legitimacy. The latter comes 
from issues such as the constitutional 
amendments, which were previously 
rejected by the people. Clearly, the 
ruling party has failed even in its 
attempt to be democratic. So, I do not 
see any possibility that this party has a 
real intention to change its tyrannical 
and totalitarian culture. Consequently, 
the struggling forces working for the 
sake of freedom and democracy have 
no alternative but to develop the peo­
ple's awareness in a drive to exert 
strong pressure on the political will in 
ways that leave just two alternatives: 
the ruling party reorganizes itself and 
accepts the people’s will, or it simply 
falls down.

disengaged.lt
mailto:tom2000@maktoob.com
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Assessing the President’s

Visit to the US
Ahmad Mohammed
Abdulghani
Director of the al-Jazeera & al- 
Khaleej Center for Studies

T
he President’s visit to the 
US was planned to take 
place in mid-2001, coin­
ciding with increasing 
American attention 

towards knowing more about the situa­
tion in the region through a number of 
meetings with Arab leaders.
The September 11 terrorist attacks on 
the US has created a new international 
and regional situation. Hence, the visit 
of the President to the US, scheduled 
for November 27, is very important 
because of the current critical time. 
This time is sufficient to allow each 
side to present its worries and priori­
ties, thus revealing each side’s under­
standing of the other’s interests.
Since terrorism is currently the most 
urgent issue for the US, this topic will 
certainly be the main topic on the agen­
da of the visit. However, the US should 
not limit itself and its friends to this 
narrow angle. Yemen has been very 
cooperative with the US in this field 
and has condemned all sorts of terror­
ism.
The US should bear in mind the pres­
ent circumstances their friends live in, 
so it shouldn’t go so far in its demands 
pertaining to eradicating terrorism. 
The war against terror has proven that 
this issue is not everything. It is rather 
one of the issues that needs vital solu­
tions. Therefore, the big countries, 
including the US, should be attentive 
to the other issues of the region.
The Palestinians’ case is the most 
important among those issues. A fair 
solution to this issue is the first positive 
step in easing tension in the region. 
One of the responsibilities of the US, 
then, should be restraining the 
Zionist’s terrorist acts against 
Palestinians.

Security and stability of the region 
concern both sides, Yemen as well as 
the US. Yemen has proven to be an 
important partner in achieving such a 
state. Yemen’s role in the security of 
the Red Sea, the Horn of Africa and the 
Arab Sea can not be ignored.
The US should also pay attention to 
and support Yemen’s economic and 
democratic issues and those related to 
building a modern Yemen.
Yemen looks forward to a rise in the 
amount of the American financial aid it 
receives, so that it will include all 
spheres of development. It also looks 
to directing American capital for 
investment here. Yemen’s ambitions in

this regard seem to be at their mini­
mum level in comparison with the 
importance of enhancing and develop­
ing Yemen-US relations, which is a 
strategic issue. The Americans are 
more aware of their future strategic 
worries and the volume of the needs of 
Yemen’s role in this connection.
Personally, I don’t think that the US 
would ignore calls for building bal­
anced bilateral relations that take into 
consideration interests of both coun­
tries and are based on transparency, 
clarity and mutual respect. This neces­
sitates that the US mitigate extortion 
policies and give their friends a chance 
to look after their interests.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Yemen Hunt Oil Company is currently seeking Mechanical Engineer to work in our 
Central Processing Facility near Marib. Successful candidates will work schedule of 
28 days on and have 28 days off.

Minimum Requirements:
• A bachelor’s degree n Mechanical Engineering from a recognized and a reputed 

university.
• The successful candidate should possess excellent over his spoken and written 

English.
• Must not be older than 40 years old.
• Prior experience in an industrial Environment is preferred.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS.
Deadline for the application December 31, 2001.

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume to:

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Human Resources Manager 

P.O. BOX 481 
Or 

Fax: 416898
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us, we will call you for an interview if you are successful 
candidate.



A Top Class Trip
T

hat is what German, Mr. 
Gerhard Tratz told me 
describing his two-week trip 
to Yemen last Friday during

dinner at the genuine oriental Layali 
Tent of the Sheraton Sana'a Hotel.
Mr. Tratz was one in a 27-person 
tourist group from Germany, which is

the first group 
of such a num­
ber to arrive in 
the Sheraton 
Hotel in Sana'a 
since the 
September 11 
attacks on the 
World Trade 
Center. The trip 
was planned a 
long time ago. 
Some of the 
group members were motivated to visit 
Yemen by the country's pavilion in the 
Hanover Expo 2000. "I spent more 
than four complete hours in Yemen's 
pavilion in Hanover," one of them said. 
"Yemen was really representative and

the people in charge of the pavilion did 
a good job,” he added.
Having beautiful and enchanting ideas 
about Yemen before coming, what they 
saw in reality exceeded their expecta­
tions. Ms. Dorte Trotz said touring 
Yemen was a dream. "Yemen is the 
strange and unknown that we have 
been waiting to explore," she added. 
"The friendliness and simplicity of the 
people were very touching," said 
Werner Marx. Exploring Yemen was 
for them a sort of adventure. The color­
ful and sharp contrasts they came 
across were more than amazing and 
astounding.
Some members of the group were trav­
el agents. For them, coming to Yemen 
was also a business. Warner Marx and 
Hans-Joachim were very much amazed 
by people's welcome at being pho­
tographed. "One sometimes loves to 
capture different faces by his camera. 
Yemenis are always very willing to be 
photographed," they said. The collect­
ed photos will be exhibited in Germany 
and will also be printed in many ways 
in an attempt to attract more German 
tourists to Yemen.
In their last night, listening to the mar­
velous and melodious voice of the 
Syrian singer, Osama Soliman, at the 
Sheraton Layali Tent, they all empha­
sized that Yemen still has many treas­
ures to be unearthed. Yemeni beaches 
are nice and ideal for swimming, but 
they also need 'to be more attended. 
And last but not least, "The govern­
ment and people should work together 
to keep their environment clean. 
People should not drop things on the 
ground." They added Yemen should 
exert more effort to change the bad 
image of the country that the foreign 
media tries to portray.
Mr. Rene J. M. Schillings, Executive 
Assistant Manager, i/c Food and 
Beverage of the Sheraton Sana'a Hotel, 
said he was happy for Yemen that 
tourists are starting to flow in. despite 
effects resulting from the recent events 
in the world. The German group was 
very nicely attended, and on their last 
night they were offered the Layali Tent 
in order to experience the real taste of 
the Orient.
It is worth mentioning that the govern­
ment of Germany issued negative trav­
el advice against Yemen. Seeing how 
secure and peaceful Yemen is, the 
group said they would write a note to 
the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to adjust the advice.

Hisham al-Qubati

Mr. Schillings (right) and some German tourists
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Osama bin Laden Not in 
Pakistan: Musharraf

ISLAMABAD_ President General Pervez 
Musharraf said here Saturday that Osama 
bin Laden is not in Pakistan.

He said this in response to a query by a 
Belgian journalist
accompanying the EU delegation at a press 
conference.

Musharraf said, “To the best of my knowl­
edge, Osama is not in Pakistan.”

“I don’t know his whereabouts, but he has 
not crossed into Pakistan," he stated.

Pakistan, he said, has put in place a strict 
security check system. The Army and law 
enforcing agencies have been alerted and 
the cooperation of the tribal leaders has also 
been sought in this behalf, to ensure that 
Osama bin Laden does not sneak into the

country, Musharraf added.
This comes as Pakistani forces are strictly mon­
itoring the borders with Afghanistan to prevent 
any flow of Al-Qaeda members into Pakistani 
soil and to prevent any Pashtun tribesemen who 
may be sympathetic towards the network and 
Osama bin Laden to facilitate their escape into 
the country.
However, observers believe that Osama could 
indeed be able to escape taking into considera­
tion his financial and moral resources, which 
could not only have him escape being caught, 
but also organize another secret hideout for him 
anywhere in the world due to the fact that he has 
active supporters in many countries across the 
globe.

Xinhua/Agencies

Abu Dhabi
Satellite Channel
Rejects Israeli
Complaints

A
 TV show produced by Abu 
Dhabi Satellite Channel, to be 
named "Sharon's Atrocities", 

provoked the Israel government, which 
expressed its dismay at this show and 
threatened to file a lawsuit against the 
channel at the United Nations.
Moreover, Israel had requested from 
two companies to stop running ads at 
the channel. Emirates Media 
Corporation Director-General, Ahmed 
Ali al-Balushi refused the Israeli allega­
tions and declared that the Corporation 
will not dispose the idea to produce a 
second series of the show.
The comical 30-day show produced for 
the month of Ramadan depicts the

Israeli Prime Minster, Arial Sharon in 
one of its series carrying a bottle full of 
blood belonging to Arab children, while 
saying that he had drunken up till he got 
satisfied.
Arabs had expressed delight in the pro­
gram, which had its ratings go up since 
the news of the complaint.

Egyptian FM to Visit U.S. for 
Mideast Situation Next Tuesday

CAIRO_ Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Ahmed Maher will head for Washington 
Tuesday to discuss with officials the new 
U.S. efforts to help restart the stalled 
Mideast peace process, the state-run 
MENA news agency reported Friday.
Maher is expected to explain Egypt’s 
views over U.S. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell’s speech on Mideast peace, as 
well as ways of achieving stability and 
security in the post-Taliban Afghanistan. 
His visit, the second within two months, 
comes before Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon’s round of talks in Washington on 
the Mideast situation to be held early next 
month.
In a speech at the University of Louisville 
in Kentucky on Monday, Powell made

public the long-awaited new U.S. 
Mideast policy on the basis of U.S. 
President George W. Bush’s endorsement 
of the establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state.
Powell called on Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to make “100 percent” efforts to 
halt attacks on the Israelis, while urging 
Israel to “end occupation according to the 
United Nations resolutions and accept a 
Palestinian state.”
While hailing Powell’s words about the 
establishment of a Palestinian state, 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on 
Thursday emphasized the importance to 
put these statements into effect.

Xinhua

Iraq Foils “Terrorist Action” 
Against Baghdad District

BAGHDAD_Iraq’s security forces have 
caught “Iranian agents” trying to “commit 
a sabotage and terrorist action” against 
one of the most populous districts in 
Baghdad, the official INA news agency 
reported on Saturday.

“The criminals have admitted their 
crimes and identified agent and terrorist 
sides which pushed them to fulfill their 
hostile goals schemed by the vice circles 
in the Iranian regime,” INA said, quoting 
a statement from a security official.

However, the report did not say how 
many people have been detained or when

they were captured.
Iraq said on November 1 that it defused 

a car bomb in Baghdad’s Al-Karkh resi­
dential area, adding that “some criminal 
elements tried to commit a criminal and 
treacherous act” by leaving an 11- kilo­
gram bomb in a car in the area “to kill 
innocent people and destroy their proper­
ty”

Iraq has often blamed Iran for explo­
sions in and mortar shelling to Baghdad, 
and held “Iranian agents” accountable for 
an explosion in the capital in February, 
which left two people dead.

Iraq and Iran, which fought a war in 
1980-88, have been unable to normalize 
ties because of thorny issues including 
prisoners of war and support for each 
other’s rebel groups.

Xinhua

Palestinian Boy Killed in 
Palestinian-Israeli Gunfire
GAZA_ A Palestinian boy was killed 
and several others wounded Friday in 
an exchange of fire between Israeli sol­
diers and Palestinian gunmen in south­
ern Gaza strip.
The tragedy occurred in Khan Yunis 
after the funeral for the five Palestinian 
boys who were killed in an tank shell 
explosion Thursday morning.

Israeli tanks also opened fire in 
Friday’s gunfire.
The five Palestinian boys, aged 
between seven to 14 and from the same 
extended family, were killed when one 
of them kicked an unexploded tank 
shell in their school, which the 
Palestinian side said was fired by the 
Israeli army recently.

Xinhua

Palestinian people pray beside the bodies of five schoolboys killed yesterday by an unexploded Israeli tank 
shell as they walked to school at Khan Younis refugee camp, in southern Gaza Strip November 23, 2001. 
Xinhua Photo by Ma Xiaolin

U.N. Confirms Delay in Talks On Afghanistan
BERLIN_ Next week’s planned talks on 

Afghanistan’s political future, originally 
scheduled for Monday, will be delayed 
until Tuesday because of logistical prob­
lems, U.N. sources said on Friday. The 
U.N.’s special envoy to Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, told German officials 
that the organization is having difficulty 
bringing so many Afghan faction leaders 
together at the same time.

Despite the hitch, officials continued 
fevered preparations for the summit at 
Petersberg, a palace near Bonn.

Andreas Michaelis, spokesman for the 
Foreign Ministry, said he hoped that next 
week’s discussions will enable leaders to

build, as quickly as possible, a transition 
government for Afghanistan.

Among those attending will be repre­
sentatives of the Northern Alliance and of 
the “Rome Group” led by supporters of 
former Afghan King Mohammad Zahir, 
who lives in exile in Rome now.

Representatives of the Afghans living in 
exile on the Mediterranean Island Cyprus 
will also take part. Another group will be 
representatives of Pashtuns who live now 
in Peshawar, Afghanistan.

Xinhua



HODEIDAH
An Attractive Destination for 

Tourists and Unvestors

H
odeidah is gifted with so many 
historic monuments, particularly 
in Zabid and Luhaya. Sukhna hot 
springs in Hodeidah, which are known to 

heal dermal and nervous diseases are fre­
quented by many people questing for 
remedy from their diseases. Moreover, 
Hodeidah has a modern seaport, which 
significantly contributes to boosting the 
national economy. The sandy beaches in 
Hodeidah as that of Khukha, Duraihmi 
and the likes are also beautiful destina­
tions for many beach-lovers.
Regrettably, tourism in Hodeidah, espe­
cially foreign tourism, is semi-paralyzed 
and this situation requires a quick solu­
tion by the government represented by the 
Ministry of Tourism. Also, Abdulraman 
Ali al-Khazzan called upon all tour oper­
ators to include Hodeidah within their 
travel programs instead of arranging trips 
to destinations, where they have their 
own hotels.
Mostly, climate in Hodeidah is not a big 
challenge for tourism there, however, 
exaggerated taxes as well as the high 
electricity and water bills are undoubted­
ly the principal obstacles impeding the 
progress of tourism. Yemen is one of the 
best countries conductive for invest­
ments, however, there so many obstacles

because the Investment Law does not pro­
tect investors and lacks flexibility shared 
by the investment laws of many counties. 
Sheihk Ali Mohammed al-Khazzan, 
Chairman of the Board of al-Khazzan for 
Investments and its owner, had the ambi­
tion to carry out many industrial and 
tourism projects, and already had invest­
ment permits for the construction of 3 
factories, however, he faced many prob­
lems forcing him to quit that investments. 
Ultimately, Abdulrahman Ali al-Khazzan 
hopes that this sector of economy will 
substantially improve, especially as the 
President of the Republic, Ali Abdulah 
Saleh, attaches particular importance to it.

Sheihk Ali Mohammed al-Khazzan
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Linux closes on Windows XP
Dave Morris

M
ost people take 
modern consumer 
life and all the gadg­
ets that go with for 
granted. We buy a 

mobile telephone, switch it on and 
within a few seconds start to use it. 
After a few uses we maybe even read 
the manual and start to exploit some of 
the sophisticated features that bedeck 
even the simplest mobile. They have 
memories to store names, fuzzy logic 
programmes that can predict text mes­
saging words and security codes to pre­
vent unwanted access. All these fea­
tures are built in, and the manufacturer 
looks long and hard at his customers,
their ages, sex, demo­
graphics and socio­
economic groups 
before he decides what 
to put in and what to 
leave out. Mobiles 
phones work straight 
from the box. So do 
televisions, cameras, 
stereos, DVD players 
and VCRs. But person­
al computers don't.

One fundamental dif­
ference between com­
mon domestic appli­
ances and PCs is that 
the former all have 
there functions built in 
to programmes that are 
hardwired into
microchips. Computers need software, 
and before they can even start to accept 
that software they need an Operating 
System. Without an operating system, 
a computer is a non-starter.

The first operating system was devel­
oped in 1973 and was called a control 
programme for microcomputers

(CP/M). By 1979 Apple had developed 
there own DOS programme (Disk 
Operating System) and in 1980 the 
Seattle Computer Products company 
sold the rights of 86-DOS (so named 
after the microchip it was designed to 
run...the 8086 chip) to Microsoft, and 
in 1981 MS-DOS ran for the first time 
on IBM's prototype microcomputer.

Since then it has been something of a 
one horse race for operating systems. 
Many companies have tried and many 
have failed, or been bought out, but 
Microsoft has continued to take the 
lead role worldwide, in supplying oper­
ating systems to the massive PC mar­
ketplace. The reason why we continue 
to buy these products? Well as I said 
earlier, computers just don't work with­
out them...

Microsoft launched there latest operat­
ing system 'Windows XP' on 25th 
October to a massive pre-launch cam­
paign, but this time we didn't see the 
crowds camping outside the stores in 
the way they did six years ago when 
'Windows 95' was launched.

There may be several reasons why cus­
tomers in 2001 are not so hasty. Firstly 
there is the hardware issue, XP requires 
a lot of high level computing power 
and memory, whilst not a problem for 
today's PCs, it is estimated that only 21 
per cent of computers in the USA have 
enough RAM memory to run Windows 
XP. The underlying issue is that most 
people who are going to have a com­
puter, have one, and don't want to have 
to change them every year or so. The 
market growth has slowed down and 
the new machines are mostly replace­
ments for the old, the hardware market 
has matured but the software is still in 
its adolescence.

Secondly there isn't that much new and 
exciting about XP, unless you own a 
host of digital accessories, and even

then the software is discretely available 
from other sources.

Thirdly I, like many others don't want 
to pay $99 or $199 for another operat­
ing system when I have just been sold 
'Windows 2000' in the last year and am 
quite happy with it.

And finally, there is now an alternative 
that is beginning to look like a real con­
tender.

Back in 1994 a student at the 
University of Helsinki in Finland, 
Linus Torvalds, released a new operat­
ing system under a general public 
license, called 'Linux', and, represented 
by the image of a penguin (Torvalds 
liked the association). Since then it has 
been developed further by thousands of 
programmers worldwide who liked its 
elegance and simplicity and then real­
ized the potential in producing soft­
ware for something so robust. And of 
course, the public license meant the

source code was free.

This freeness of source code and the 
army of advocates around the world 
has produced a marked contrast in atti­
tude to the corporate Microsoft, who, 
for instance have built in a one-PC- 
only copy protector in Windows XP. 
Most Linux resellers allow as many 
machines to be loaded from one pack­

age as is required without any crime 
being committed. Most of them also 
bundle the common applications freely 
on the installation disk, and in any 
event there is a mass of free software, 
and shareware (try before you buy) 
available from enthusiasts and vendors 
on the internet.

One week after Microsoft launched

Windows XP, Amazon, one of the 
worlds largest internet retailers, 
announced that it had shaved $17m 
from its technology budget (about 25 
per cent) by switching to the Linux 
operating system. And with an estimat­
ed 12million users worldwide, Linux 
and its quirky penguin logo, looks set 
to have a big future role in the way we 
operate our computers.

DISH OF THE WEEK

By:
Chef Vijay Kumar
Executive Chef

Courtesy:
Taj Sheba Hotel
Sana’a

Creamy Tomato Risotto
Serves - 4

Ingredients

l.Aborio rice 500 GMS
2. Chicken stock 1000ml
3. Tomatoes 200 GMS

(peeled & 
seeded)
4. Shallots 100 GMS
5. Parmesan 150 GMS
6. Full cream 150 ml
7. A few chopped chives or pars­
ley
8. Sun dried tomatoes 50 GMS
9. Olive oil 60 ml
10. Salt to taste
11. Pepper to taste

Method

1. Heat oils in a heavy bottom pan, 
add chopped shallots and saute.
2. Add rice and slightly fry for a 
few minutes, add chopped toma­
toes and stock and bring to a boil. 
Add seasonings and cook on a 
slow fire.
3. When fl done add sun-dried 
tomatoes and cook in an oven.
4. To serve add Parmesan and 
cream and serve hot garnished 
with chopped herbs.




