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At least 14 persons injured in overall successful elections

Opposition gains ground
By Mohammed al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times Staff

SANAA, April 28 - Initial 
results coming out from polling 
centers of the nationwide parlia­
mentary elections held on April 
27 suggest a significant increase 
in the number of seats to be won 
by the opposition parties com­

pared to the elections in 1997.
As votes were still being counted 
at the time of going to the press, 
the opposition bloc led by Islah, 
the Yemeni Socialist Party, and 
the Nasserite Party has shown 
progress on many fronts. Islah 
seems to have made a big surprise 
in winning around half of the 
seats of Sanaa’s capital secretari­
at, while gaining many seats in 
Hadramout, Ibb, Dhamar, Mareb, 
Amran, and other governorates 
than earlier elections.
“We feel that triumph is coming 
our way.” said a leading Islah fig­
ure.
According to Islah sources, the 
party was able to snatch five seats 
in Hadramout, seven in Ibb, three 
in Dhamar, two in Amran, two in 
Aden, nine in Sanaa City, one in 

Sanaa governorate. While the 
YSP was able to gain six seats 
overall and two were gained by 
the Nasserite Party, and the num­
bers were still rising.
This indicates that the possibility 
of forming a coalition govern­
ment is also gaining momentum. 
Opposition’s share of seats is 
expected to increase even though 
official results are expected to be 
announced soon.

Unless the GPC gets a comfort­
able majority in the parliament 
like it did in the 1997 elections, 
the new Yemeni government will 
probably be a coalition govern­
ment including representatives 
for at least one opposition party, 
most likely the Islah.

Up-to-date results can be found 
on at (yementimes.com).

The Supreme Commission for
Elections and Referendum

(SCER) had announced 14 casu­
alties because of violence 
throughout the country. One per­
son was reported dead and others 
injured in the governorate of 
Amran’s polling center (283), 
however, the SCER had denied 
this report. The other reported 
incidents were as follows: five 
injuries in Dhamar’s centers 
(203) and (205), two in Hajja’s 
center (246), one in Ibb’s center 
(114), and one in Mareb’s center 
(278).

On the other hand, there were 
reports of some angry voters in 
Sharaab district in the gover­
norate of Taiz damaged and set 
fire to a number of ballot boxes in 
centers (36) and (37) because of 
insecurity and due to claimed of 
attempted fraud. Cont’d on P3

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
voting on April 27

Would the president instruct the investigation of the underage voting violations?

Children voters

Boys as young as 7 years old waiting to vote in Amran, April 27. Photo by Saddam Al-Ashmoori

By Saddam Al-Ashmoori 
YT Amran Correspondent

In a time international 
observers and election monitors 
have been busy monitoring elec­
tions in main cities, outrageous 
violations did occur in large 
numbers in remote areas. As can 
be seen in the photo, tens of vot­
ers of ineligible age were given 
election cards and allowed to 
vote not only once, but multiple 
times on Sunday.

Children between 7 and 15 

years old were forming long 
queues at the polling center 
(290) in Ashmoor district in 
Amran governorate. The viola­
tions seemed to be taking place 
with the collaboration of the 
Supreme Commission for 
Elections and Referendum 
(SCER) as many security men 
and official representatives of the 
SCER allowed this to take place.

When one of the citizens in the 
area demanded this mockery to 
stop, he was silenced and taken 
away by tribesmen in the area.

Those children were given 
their election cards just before 
elections started perhaps as a 
precautionary measure not to be 
discovered before elections. All 
those students were threatened 
that they would be punished 
severely by their teachers if they 
did not show up to vote for the 
ruling party (GPC). Absent stu­
dents were replaced by others 
who were allowed to vote some­
times twice. There were two 
types of ink to mark the voters’ 
fingers. The type of ink used for 

those children was easily remov­
able so as to allow multiple votes 
to occur.

Officials in the center refused 
to comment on those violations 
and demanded that those prac­
tices not be published in the 
press.

It is hoped that those viola­
tions along with others that took 
place in remote areas in the 
country be investigated by the 
authorities and hope those 
responsible in the SCER be 
accountable.

yementimes.com
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Marib Governorate...

New projects launched
By Mohammed bin Sallam
Yemen Times Staff

T
he US Ambassador to 
Yemen Edmund Hull held a 
press conference at Balqees 
Hotel in Marib on April 20 
in which he reviewed the

American assistance being offered to the 
Yemeni people at the present time. Mr. 
Hull also explained that his country 
would offer a $ 20 million-worth aid for 
the implementation of some agricultur­
al, health, and educational projects in a 
number of governorates, more than $ 
7million of which would be allocated to 
Marib for building development proj­
ects.

He said that the US specialized sides 
would in future draw up studies for 
implementation of a number of projects 
particularly in the field of marketing 
agricultural products. The plan also 
includes building a museum for antiques 
in Marib governorate and a training 
institute for qualifying a cadre in order 
to maintain Marib's rich asset of antiqui­
ties.

At the health level, Mr. Hull indicated 
that his country had allotted $ 5.3 mil­
lion to furnish and equip the New 
Presidential Hospital in Marib. Around 
157 students from Marib are given 
three-year training on nursing and oper­
ating medical equipment at a number of 
medical centers in Yemen, 58 trainees of 
who are in Sana'a.

It is to be mentioned that the 200-bed 
Presidential Hospital in Marib, expected 
to be officially inaugurated at the end of

2003, is built at a cost of more than YR 
500 million funded by the oil companies 
operating in the governorate in compen­
sation of the citizens for detrimental 
environmental damage caused by the 
burning of oil and gas in their gover­
norate.

On the Yemeni-US security coopera­
tion, the US ambassador said we believe 
Yemen was able individually to shoulder 
its security responsibility and that tangi­
ble results have been indeed felt by the 
American side. He pointed out that the 
US offers Yemen assistance in the train­
ing and qualifying the Special Forces 
and security in addition to the two coun­
tries information- exchange coopera­
tion. The two countries also work joint­
ly in a comprehensive program for 
securing protection to Yemeni sea pons 
and coasts.

As for the US interest in Marib gover­
norate in particular. Mr. Hull said that 
after his coming to Yemen a year and a 
half ago he had become convinced of 
the relationship between development 
and security and that there could not be 
a development without security and no 
security without development. He added 
for that reason he had focused on devel­
opment especially in the more deprived 
areas such as Marib, al-Jawf. and 
Shabwa in order to maintain security in 
them. He said he had discussed that with 
President Ali Abdulla Saleh and they 
both agreed to work for the development 
of the deprived areas that suffer much 
from lack of development. On the 
escape of the 10 prisoners, the US 
ambassador pointed out that the main

suspects of the USS Cole explosion are 
three and the other 7 are al-Qaeda sus­
pects, hoping that they would be 
brought to court to be tried and judged.

Terrorism, according to the US 
ambassador has caused a lot of damage 
for Yemen, particularly economically 
and politically.

On his part, Mr. Abdullah Ali Annasi 
the governor of Marib acquainted the 
ambassador with the difficulties faced in 
the governorate such as its lacking of a 
factory for canning agricultural products 
and absence of investments in exporting 
marble of Marib.

An agreement on establishment of a $ 
100.000 worth agricultural experimental 
project was signed on the same day by 
Marib governor and the ambassador as 
part of the US Development projects 
program. The project includes applica­
tion of modern agricultural irrigation 
systems such as sprinkler irrigation sys­
tem and growing of good revenue-yield­
ing crops by using green houses. The 
project also includes providing the 
regional station for research with 
required electric power to operate green 
houses.

The US ambassador also toured a

number of tourist and historical sites 
accompanied by Director of Projects 
and Development Saeed Abduh Ahmed. 
Agriculture Ministry representative, and 
the US development project coordinator. 
The ambassador had also got acquainted 
with the Marib Dam and listened to drop 
in its water level due to rainfall shortage.

In conclusion of his tour of Marib, the 
ambassador visited the Agricultural 
Research Station and got acquainted 
with its role in conducting agricultural 
research and development and improve­
ment of seeds, promising to offer help in 
this field.

US Ambassador (second from right) during his last visit to Marib along with officials and sheikhs in Marib

Readers’ Voice
Yemen Times is reintroducing 

a popular feature “Readers’ 
Voice” - formerly known as YT 
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity to 
have a say on world and local 
affairs.

This week’s question:

Will any involvement of 
the Islah party in a new 
Yemeni government benefit 
the country?
• Yes, it will lead to better 

performance by the 
government.

• No, it will have no 
difference.

• No, it will lead to worse 
performance by the 
government.

• I do not know.

last week’s question:

What do you expect as a 
result of the upcoming 
elections on April 27?

• A surprise will take place and 
Islah party will get much more 
seats than expected. 36.6%

• Total domination by the ruling 
party, which will increase its 
seats in parliament. 28.3%

• The results will be relatively 
similar to those of 1997's
elections. 18.5%

• Let's just wait and see! 16.4%

Go to our website at: 
yementimes.eom/#poll 

and have your 
voice heard!

Trial of 12 Islamist fanatics to continue Wednesday:

Jarallah’s assassin faced with charges
By Yemen Times Staff

T
he court of Sana’a decided 
Saturday to hold the fourth 
session of the trial of the 
assassin of Jarallah Omar 
and other 11 defendants next 

Wednesday, while journalists were 
denied access to the court hall, except 
the journalists of the government-run 
media. The session of Saturday was held 
under stiff security measures as people 
were kept as far as 100 meters away 
from the court premises.

During the hearing, the prosecutors, 
Saeed al-Akel faced Ali Ahamd Jarallah, 
assassin of Jarallah Omar and other 
defendants with their charges. Judge 
Abdulrahamn Jahaf decided to postpone 
the trial till next Wednesday so as to give 
the advocates of the defendants a chance 
to study the file of the charges and the 
prosecution to provide more evidence 
against the suspects. The court also 
decided that two of the suspects should 
be shown to a specialist to specify their 
ages as the advocates said that two of the 
suspects were younger than 18 and that,

according to law, they should not be 
tried. However, advocate Hussein Ali 
Nasr told the Yemen Times that he was 
not allowed to talk to two of his clients; 
their relatives also complained they 
could not see their prisoners.

The trial of Abed al-Kamil, killer of 
three US doctors in Jiblah. Ibb. started 
April 20th simultaneously with the trial 
of Ali Jarallah in Sana’a.

While the murderer of the US doctors 
confessed his crime, his friend refused 
to comment on the charges of the prose­
cution that he killed the Yemeni 
Socialist Party Assistant Secretary 
General while participating in the inau­
gural ceremony of the Islah party 
December 28, 2002. Ali Jarallah said he 
would not speak unless he gets an advo­
cate to defend him. Al-Kamil said that 
he killed the US doctors because they 
were missionaries and to take revenge 
against the conversion of some Muslims 
into Christianity. He said he went to 
Jiblah to study there in 2001 and to 
arrange for the operation in coordination 
with his friend Ali Jarallah. He pointed 
out that they agreed that he would kill

the missionaries and his friend and oth­
ers would kill the secular-minded politi­
cians and intellectuals. The court judge 
in Jiblah. Abdulrakeeb al-Nabhani 
appointed an advocate for the defendant 
and postponed the next hearing till next 
Wednesday.

After hearing the charges of killing 
Jarallah Omar and attempting to kill 
Saeed Shmasan of Islah and setting up

an armed gang to kill the so-called secu­
lar-minded politicians and intellectuals, 
Ali Jarallah in the first two hearings 
refused to comment and demand that he 
should have the right in having an advo­
cate, appointed by him after coordina­
tion with his relatives. He said that the 
prosecution did not inform him that he 
would go to court. He described that trial 
in this way as a legal scandal and an 
electoral propaganda. The judge ordered 
the prosecution to give him the right to 
defend himself in the first hearing but in 
the next on, the defendant said that noth­
ing happened and that he could contact 
his family to get an advocate. The pros­
ecutor read his confessions that he killed 
Jarallah as he was secular and harmful to 
Islam and that he was planning to kill 
Kasim Salam of Ba’ath party and 
Abdulamalik al-Mikhlafi of the 
Nasserite party and others. But the 
defendant did not comment. He said he 
had many enemies of the political forces 
and that his case is very sensitive. “Why 
are you afraid? Is there anything that 
make you afraid?”, he questioned the 
prosecutor. This shows that the trial

might reveal many secrets behind the 
assassination and take more time.

The family of Jarallah Omar refused 
to attend the trial as the socialist and 
other opposition parties denounced the 
trial and said it was an electoral propa­
ganda and that the investigation into the 
assassination has not yet completed; 
they accused the government to trying to 
bury the compliance behind this political 
crime. A statement issued by the opposi­
tion said that running the trial in such a 
hasty way helps hide the political aims 
behind this crime of assassination and 
veiling the plans of killings that target 
democracy at large. What makes such 
charges clear is that the government 
published last Thursday a list of 31 per­
sons and said that they were the target of 
the gang.

In the second hearing of the trial of 
Ali Jarallah , the court presented 11 
other suspects, most of them being

school and university students. They 
were charged with being members of 
this gang that was planning to carry out 
terrorist operations against a number of 
people. However, they strongly denied 
such charges and some of them said they 
did not know Ali Jarallah. They said 
they were tortured by the intelligence 
officers and demanded an immediate 
release on bail and to have advocates to 
defend them. The list of this gang 
includes:
1- Maymoun Mojahid al-Sihdad (17)
2- Hisham al-Sane’a(29)
3- Yahiya Naser Malik(27)
4- Mohammed Lutuf Amer(21)
5- Naser Ali Ahmad Hamzat 30)
6- Ahmad Ali Hussein(20)
7- Abdulkareem Ali Al-Qaefi(20)
8- Mohammed Yahia Saleh Allwan(25)
9- Lutf Mohammed Al-Hanbasy(20)
10- Nabeel Ali Hussein(17)
11- Mohammed Ahmad al-Nihmi( 18)

Ali Jarallah

Alarabia Satellite Channel to 
focus on Yemen: 

“Latest Edition” 
on Alarabia TV

A
larabia Satellite 
Channel revealed to 
Yemen Times that its 
new daily program 
entitled “Latest 

Edition” will start broadcasting soon 
and will give great emphasis on the 
voices coming from Yemen.

The program will be produced by 
produced by Dr. Abdelfattah Toukan 
the well known television star who 
worked previously for Dubai TV, 
Jordan TV, PBC Palestine. The pro­
gram will also be co-produced by 
Osama Mustafa who worked for Abu 
Dhabi TV, Sudan TV and Ajman TV. 
Both anchors were selected to join 
MBC 7, Alarabia TV in Dubai Media 
City.

Nakhle Alhaj, Head of current 
affairs at MBC & Alarabia will shad­
ow the program, while Toukan will 
present it.

The program will provide excerpts 
from headlines and editorials of sev­
eral newspapers from Yemen. Egypt. 
Jordan. Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Sudan.

USA, UK, and many other countries.
“Our program will be aired 11.30 

GMT daily for half an hour and will 
talk about newspapers from all cor­
ners of the world before going to print 
and will host chief editors and famous 
article writers.” Dr. Toukan told 
Yemen Times.

Dr. Abdelfattah Toukan

Arab finance ministers 
meet in Dhabi

By Mohammed al-Masani 
Yemen Times Staff

The Yemeni delegation presided by 
the Mr. Alawi Saleh Assalami, the 
finance minister, and a host of Yemeni 
officials represented different Yemeni 
institutions attended the Arab 
Monetary Institutions meetings for the 
Arab finance and commerce ministries 
held in Dhabi on April 23.

The meeting was attended by Arab 
Monetary Fund governors for social 
and economic development, the Arab 
Bank council, Arab shareholders cor­
poration for agriculture and invest­
ment development.

Last year annual reports were dis­
cussed and reviewed along with con­
centrating on the coming fiscal year. 
The Yemeni delegation in its joint 
meeting with the Arab counterparts 
reviewed the policy of integrating for­
eign trade within the development pro­
grams and plans in the Arab countries.

It is expected that three sessions are 
to be held during the joint Arab meet­
ing which is to be sponsored by the 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashed Aal 
Maktoom, the Dhabi Deputy Ruler, 
and the UAE finance minister.

Those sessions will focus on 
reviewing international and regional 
issues in the context of the Arab capa­
bility of building trade and develop­
ment.

Mr. Alawi Saleh Assalami

Al-Moatasem School 
celebrates Teacher’s Day

By Akram al-Saqqaf
Yemen Times Staff

On the occasion of the teacher's day, 
an honoring ceremony was organized 
by the al-Moatasem School in Sana'a 
on Aril 23. Mr. Yahya al-Qahera, the 
School Principal delivered a welcom­
ing speech and congratulated the 
Yemeni teachers of their day and 
wished them success in their life. The 
celebration included recitation of some 
poems, dramatic sketches and songs.

The School Principal has highly 
praised and thanked Mr. Mohammed 
Dawaid for being a philanthropist to the 
school for facilitating the educational 
process and for the benefit of students.

Students desks, school water net­
work and leveling the school yard are 
among of the main services rendered

for the school.
During the closing ceremony, certifi­

cates of appreciation and awards were 
given by Mr. Dawaid to the top school 
students along with two computer sets 
for the school.

The ceremony was attended by Mr. 
Mohammed Dawaid, the Alwafa 
Charitable Association Chairman, Mr. 
Hamed Ahmed Faraj, the 10 
Constituency Chairman. Mr. Nabeel 
Hael Saeed Ana’am, Mr. Zaid Ashatebi, 
the Educational Unit Zone Director. 
Mr. Abdulaziz al-Kumaim, the 
Education Syndicate Chairman . Dr. 
Mohammed Assayani, the Alwafa 
Charitable Association Secretary- 
General. Mr. Abdullah Ashawoosh, the 
GPC member of the Permanent 
Committee and a number local council 
members.

Attendees during Teacher’s Day celebration
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Coalition government?
This comes after millions of people took 

to the polling centers yesterday to vote for 
their representatives in the next parliament 
made up of 301 seats. There were 1,396 
nominees, 405 independents and 11 
women, competing to win the election 
which is the third of its kind since the 
Yemeni unification in May 1990. 
Participation was reported at more than 
75% as voters were seen flowing to the 
voting centers since the early morning and 
showed great interest in taking part in it. 
Voting was extended until 8 last night to 
give chance for all voters to participate. 
The election was run amid heated compe­
tition between the ruling party and opposi­
tion, mainly Islah, Socialist and Nasserite.

According to law, the SCER has to 
announce the results of the election within 
72 hours after completion of voting. 
Various violations were reported by politi­
cal parties, mainly the opposition. A ballot 
box was snatched for two hours in al- 
Jawaf, according to the election commit­
tee, it was then returned and then voting 
was continued. Voting also was suspend­
ed in some voting centers like in the con­
stituency 37 where centers were suspend­
ed and opposition complained that some 
of their activists were arrested. It is expect­
ed that election would be called off in some 
constituencies. Mr. Abdulmalik al-Mikhlafi, 
Secretary General of Nasserite party told 
Yemen Times that the ruling party has vio­
lated the code of agreement between all 
the political parties to ensure a peaceful, 
free and non-violent election. He said that 
the ruling party used all sorts of violence 
against opposition nominees. He said that 
a violent counterfeiting has been commit­
ted in some areas. Mikhlafi also said that 
the opposition will file a case against such 
violations and demand that election should 
be done again in such constituencies.

The election committee tried to belittle 
such violent incidents and said they were 
normal in a democracy and showed that 
people were much interested in the 
process. But the opposition accused the 
committee of being biased and working in 
favor of the ruling party.

President Ali Saleh denied in a press 
conference after voting yesterday that his 
party has used the power and budget of 
the state for its interest. Rather he said, he 
gave the opposition parties over YR 400 
million to help them run their electoral 
propaganda. He also denied that the ruling 
party has used the military to vote for his 
party's candidates. However, he praised 
the achievements of his party and said that 
it has saved Yemen after the September 
11 incidents. Cole bombing and in other 
events and he wished it won the majority in 
the election. He added that he did not want 
a result of 99%. The opposition, however, 
criticized this statement of the president 
and said it aimed to make a propaganda 
for his party. A statement issued by the 
opposition described it an illegal act.

The GPC has announced that it aims to 
win a majority that enables it to set up a 

government without the need for a coali­
tion, but president Saleh said Saturday 
that any party which will win in election will 
form a government. However, he did not 
dismiss the idea that his party will join a 
coalition government with any other party 
and expected that over 70% of the eligible 
voters would participate in the election.

Political observers speculate that the 
ruling party will get around 170 of the seats 
and that the opposition will score 40% of 
them. Political analyst Sami Ghalib told 
Yemen Times that Islah might make a sur­
prise if the elections run smoothly not 
because the people like it but they want to 
teach the ruling party a hard lesson owing 
to its wrong policies.

He warned against any violence and 
threatened that all people and parties 
which will violate the law will be held 
accountable. Islah, and other opposition 
parties, however, said they aimed to win 
the election and set up a government. 
Mohammed al-Yadoumi, Islah Secretary 
General said Saturday that his party will 
refuse any coalition government with any 
party that will not admit Islah's platform. It 
promised to raise the wages of the public 
civil and military workers, stop corruption, 
encourage investments and stop the lifting 
of subsidies on foodstuff. It also pledged 
that the Yemeni-US relationship will be 
better than its current situation.

What characterized this election is coali­
tion of the opposition parties, mainly Islah, 
Socialist and Nasserite. These parties and 
others agreed to nominate one candidate 
for them in over 100 constituencies which 
has represented a threat to the ruling 
party. This raised the competition between 
the two sides and the fear of possible vio­
lence.

Islah and other opposition parties said 
that the ruling party would forge election, 
making use of state power, influencing mil­
itary and exercising pressure on people to 
vote for its candidates. The Nasserite party 
announced Saturday evening that the 
security director of Al-Mansuryah district 
arrested five of its and opposition mem­
bers. The GPC, however, accused the 
opposition and mainly Islah of extremism 
and terrorism as well as corruption; it even 
said that Islah is the “Taliban of Yemen", 
trying to establish a Taliban state in 
Yemen.

Political observer expected that GPC 
would win just over half of the seats and 
then comes Islah, the Socialist and other 
parties. However, they also expected a 
good progress for the opposition if they 
adhere to their coalition till the end.

This heated competition which is the 
first of its kind led to some violence in 
some areas. The SCER suspended earlier 
election at 281 after an armed confronta­
tion between the scouts of governor of 
Amran and those of the elder son of 
Sheikh Abdullah al-Ahmar, Sadiq who is 
the candidate of Islah in that constituency. 
However election process was eventually 
allowed to continue.

Yemen bans travelers 
from SARS-hit countries

SANAA, April 23 (Reuters) - Yemen 
said on Wednesday it was banning 
entry to people coming from countries 
with reported cases of the deadly 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) virus.

The official Saba news agency said a 
health committee would also take pre­
ventive measures to protect against 
SARS in the Arab state.

“The measures include quarantines 
when a case is identified, preventive

measures at all land, sea and air cross­
ings...and temporary suspension of 
travel into Yemen from countries 
where the disease exists,” Saba said, 
without naming the countries.

The flu-like lethal disease, for which 
there is no known cure and has claimed 
the lives of 251 people around the 
world, has been reported in countries 
such as China, India, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, and Canada.

YR 1.5 million for information 
on Cole bomb suspects

The Yemeni government declared in 
an advertisement published in a news­
paper Thursday that it is offering a 
reward of YR 1.5 million for informa­
tion leading to the arrest of 10 fugitives 
wanted for their involvement in the 
bombing of the USS Cole in October 
2000.

The fugitives are al-Qaeda suspects 
who fled their prison in Aden on April 
11, embarrassing the Yemeni govern­

ment and setting back the investigation 
of the suicide attack. Seventeen 
American sailors were killed when a 
small boat laden with explosives was 
detonated alongside the Cole as it refu­
eled in Aden port.

The Yemeni government had sus­
pended three Aden police officers 
responsible for security at the prison 
and questioned them about the escape 
of the 10 suspects.

Two refugee boats sink 
offshore Yemen , 27 feared dead

MOGADISHU, April 24 (Reuters) - 
At least 27 people were feared dead 
after two boats which had set out from 
Somalia sank off the coast of Yemen, 
survivors said on Thursday.

The boats carrying more than 200 
Somali and Ethiopian refugees had left 
the coastal Somali village of Marera 
for Yemen on April 17, people in 
Marera said.

“We were close to the Yemeni shore 
when we saw water filling from a hole 
at the bottom of the boat,” Mohamed 
Haji, a survivor told Reuters.

“The boat toppled when passengers 
moved to the side.”

Some of the survivors swam a kilo­
meter to safety. The rest were rescued 
by Yemeni villagers living near the 
shore where the boats capsized.

Survivors said 17 of the dead were 
Ethiopians and the rest were Somali 

nationals.
The cause of the other boat’s sinking 

was not immediately known.
Port authorities at Aden said they 

had not heard of the incident.
In January, more than 80 Somalia 

refugees were feared dead after their 
boat caught fire and sank off Yemen.

Yemen is a key route for Somalis 
fleeing their war-torn Horn of Africa 
nation to Arab states in the oil-rich 
Gulf region.

Officials in Mogadishu said lately 
many Ethiopians had also been trying 
to travel illegally through neighboring 
Somalia to Gulf states.

Somalia descended into chaos in 
1991 following the ousting of 
Mohammed Siad Bane, and is now 
split between rival warlords and a tran­
sitional government in the capital 
Mogadishu.

Murder of the three nuns executed
SANAA, April 23 (Reuters) - 
Authorities have executed on 
Wednesday a Yemeni man convicted of 
killing three Asian Roman Catholic 
nuns in this Arab state in 1999.
The state-run Saba news agency said 
suspected Islamist militant Abdullah 
Ali al-Nashiri was executed in the Red 
Sea city of Hodeidah, 225 km (140 
miles) from the capital Sanaa, after 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh endorsed 
the death sentence.
The agency gave no further details.
Nashiri was charged with shooting 
dead Sisters Zilia, 35, and Elita, 40 - 
both from India - and Michaela, 36, 
from the Philippines. He was captured

shortly after the 1999 shooting and 
confessed to the crime.
Government officials say that Nashiri 
was at least the third inmate to be exe­
cuted in the last four years. The gov­
ernment has arrested hundreds of peo­
ple suspected of belonging to Islamist 
groups such as Osama bin Laden’s 
Qaeda network.
In December, a suspected Islamist shot 
dead an American doctor, her two col­
leagues and wounded an American 
pharmacist in an attack on a Baptist 
mission hospital in the southern town 
of Jibla. The gunman’s trial opened in 
Yemen last week with the prosecution 
calling for the death sentence.

Announcement
The Public Telecommunication Corporation (PTC) invites national and 
international Tenderers for the supply of (5,000) five thousand computers [Tender 
No. 06/2003], as part of the introductionary First Phase of the project of his 
Excellency the President, for the promotion of Computers.

Interested bidders may obtain the tender documents priced at Twenty Thousand 
(20,000) Yemeni Rials (on a non-refundable basis) from the Tenders Committee 
Secretariat at the PTC, Al-Jiraff, Airport Road, during normal working hours (8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.).

The tender offer should be accompanied with the following:
1. A Bid Bond or check payable for 2.5% of the bid offer valid for three months 

and issued from a local bank in Yemen.
2. A copy of valid Tax Card with regard to local companies.
3. Copy of valid Insurance Card.
4. A copy of certificate of qualification from manufacturer.
5. A copy of the Agency document from authorized agent in Yemen 

representing foreign company and certified by the concerned authorities.
6. The offer must be technically, financially, and commercially complete, to be 

submitted in one original and three copies.
7. The supplying company shall fund, or look for a funding source to finance the 

purchase of the Computers.
8. Payment terms:

Payment shall be made in equal monthly installments within a period of three 
years. Ten installments will be made in each year

9. The bid must be subjected to tax, which is mentioned in Yemeni law.
10. The offer must be sealed by red wax.

Completed offers are to be addressed to the Tenders Committee Secretariat, 
Public Telecommunication Corporation, Al-Jiraff, Airport Road, Sana’a, P. O. Box 
17045, Republic of Yemen, and should reach PTC not later than 10:30 a.m. on 
01/06/2003.

Tenders will be opened in public at 11:00 a.m. of the same day, in PTC in the 
presence of tenderers or their representatives who may wish to attend.

The PTC is not bound to accept the lowest prices of any offer.

اعلان
 رقم العامة المناقصة انزال عن واللاسلكية السلكية للإتصالات العامة المؤسسة تعلن

 لتعميم الجمهورية رئيس / الأخ فخامة مشروع من الأولى المرحلة لتدشين (٢٠٠٣/٦)
أولى. كدفعة كمبيوتر جهاز ألف خمسة (٥٠٠٠) لتوريد وذلك الحاسوب

 العامة المؤسسة إلى التقدم المناقصة هذه في الدخول الراغبة الشركات فعلى
 المطار شارع - بالجراف المناقصات لجنة سكرتارية - واللاسلكية السلكية للإتصالات

 ترد، لا ريال الف عشرون (٢٠٠٠٠) وقدره رسم مقابل المناقصة وثائق من نسخة لأخذ
الآتي: ويشترط

 لمدة صالح العطاء قيمة من (%٢،٥) بواقع الدفع مقبول شيك أو بنكي ضمان .١
اليمنية. الجمهورية داخل بنك من صادر يوما تسعين

المحلية. للشركات المفعول سارية الضريبية البطاقة من صورة .٢
المفعول. سارية التامينية البطاقة من صورة .٣
الصانعة. الشركة تأهيل وثائق تقديم . ٤
 مصدقا أو معتمدا المحليين للوكلاء الأجنبية الشركات من التوكيل صورة تقديم .٥

المختصة. الجهة من عليه
 من ويقدم والتجارية والمالية الفنية للجوانب مكتملا المقدم العرض يكون أن .٦

نسخ. وثلاث أصل
الكمبيوتر. أجهزة لشراء تمويل عن البحث أو تمويل المتقدمة الشركة على .٧

.الدفع٨
 أقساط 10 بمعدل متساوية أقساط على سنوات ثلاث فترة خلال الدفع يتم -

سنويا.
القانون. في المحددة للضريبة خاضعا المقدم العطاء يكون أن يجب .٩

الأحمر بالشمع العطاء ختم .10

 الساعة هو العطاءات لتقديم موعد آخر وأن الأسعار بأقل تتقيد لن المؤسسة بأن علما
 من أو الشركات أصحاب بحضور المظاريف فتح وسيتم صباحا والنصف العاشرة

.٢٠0٣/٦/١ تاريخ في ظهرا عشر الحادية الساعة تمام في عنهم ينوب
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SCER accused of bias to 
ruling party, Islah optimist

By: Mohammed bin Sallam
Yemen Times staff

S
ana’a, 26 Apr._ President 
Ali Abdulla Saleh on 
Saturday delivered a 
speech to a host of 
Yemeni and foreign jour­

nalists and observers at the headquar­
ters of the Supreme Commission for 
Elections and Referendum in Sana’a, 
requesting political parties and organ­
isations and all candidates to display 
transparency in election competition. 
The president urged them to accept 
loss before winning and to avoid as 
much as possible nervousness that 
leads to regrettable confrontation. 
President Saleh also warned against

any violations or disturbance of 
peace, the president concluded his 
address by expressing his optimism 
that the elections would be calm, 
good and secure, especially with the 
laid strict controls preventing excess­
es and one hundred soldiers entrusted 
with keeping security at the nation­
wide constituencies.

The SCER had Saturday held a 
press conference during which the 
chairman of the Commission Khalid 
al-Shareef stressed its neutrality clar­
ifying that it was an independent 
body having no tendency towards the 
ruling party nor to any other party. 
This confirmation comes in response 
to what he described as rumors and 
press campaigns by some non-gov­

ernmental newspapers in that the 
SCER is leaning to the ruling party 
during the whole period following its 
formation till the final stages of 
preparations for the parliamentary 
elections on 27 April.

Mr al-Shareef had also reviewed 
the stages the Commission had 
passed through among which propor­
tion of participants in administration 
and supervision of the election 
process, saying the opposition parties 
in general have participated

in the Commission’s work as fol­
lows:

- The national council of opposi­
tion 8 percent.

- The JMP by 40 percent,
- The General People's Congress

by 42 per cent,
- The SCER by 8 percent.
Mr al-Shareef added that there 

were 5620 constituencies supplied 
with 25528 ballot boxes distributed 
among all regions of Yemen. 
Working at those constituencies are 
77547 men and women from all polit­
ical parties and about 66848 security 
men. The number of candidates for 
the parliamentary elections topped to 
around 1396, 991 representing politi­
cal parties and 405 independents.

Secretary-General of the Islah 
party Mohammed Abdulla al- 
Yadoumi, in a later press conference 
had assailed the SCER, accusing it of 
partiality and that it could not resist 
the authority pressures. He said that 
position made it to throw all its 
weight against the opposition and 
side with the authority, adding that 
the SCER excluded many candidates 
from elections competition to 
appease the authority, although all 
required conditions set by the SCER 
were met by them.

Mr al-Yadoumi also attacked the 
ruling party accusing it of trying to 
exclude other forces and deforming 
their electoral programs.

He said it was regrettable that the 
authority had on purpose deleted 
parts of the parties’ election programs 
when broadcast on radio and televi­
sion in order to prove that the ruling 
party was superior and answers the 
public aspirations. Mr al-Yadoumi 
added that the government did not

allow the citizens to choose their can­
didates and published illusion among 
the simple people, by claiming that 
the country is clear of injustice and 
terrorism through using the official 
media and the policy of stick and car­
rot. He also criticized the authority of 
using state property to serve for elec­
tion propaganda such as horses taken 
from the military academies.

On the other hand Mr al-Yadoumi 
expressed his optimism that the Islah 
party would win enough parliamen­
tary seats to form the new govern­
ment and in cooperation with parties 
of the JMP in case it could not 
achieve that alone. He confirmed that 
his party would not seek coalition 

with the GPC in any new government 
unless the GPC accepted the Islah 
electoral program. On avoiding nom­
ination of women to the parliament, 
Mr al-Yadoumi said his party had not 
yet decided that matter in his party 
for many reasons such as the social 
situation that do not accept the 
woman to assume some position. He. 
nevertheless, said that the woman 
occupies 11 seats at the Islah Shoura 
Council.

On Sheikh al-Mouayad detained in 
Germany on charges of having links 
to al-Qaeda. Al-Yadoumi said they 
are confident of fairness of he 
German judiciary and he could be 
release soon.

Mr. Mohammed A.al-Yadoumi

A scene from the SCER press conference

Aden's prominent figures and businessmen stress:

27 April 2003: 
A historic day for Yemen

By Ridhwan al-Saqqaf
YT Aden Bureau Chief

N
o doubt, the 27th of 
April parliamentary 
elections were quite dif­
ferent than those that 
were held earlier. The 

growing competition and the increas­
ing public’s awareness of these elec­
tions have been clearly demonstrated 
in various parts of the country, includ­
ing the economic capital Aden.

To shed light on the business com­
munity's impressions on the elections, 
a mini-survey on the 27th of April 
elections has been conducted by the 
Yemen Times Aden Bureau Chief, 
Ridhwan al-Saqqaf with a number of 
businessmen and other prominent fig­
ures.

Excerpts:
Mr. Abdulkareem Shaef, Aden 

Vice Governor
The 27th of April elections are quite 

significant in Yemen’s democratic 
experience, and will signal a historic 
event for all Yemenis.

It is clear that every year, tolerance 
and democratic values are being 
enhanced throughout the country. This 
is why I do believe that these elections 
will go very smoothly.

In particular, people in Aden demon­
strated their high level of awareness of 

their rights in voting for their candi­
dates freely.

Efforts have been exerted by Aden 
governorate throughout the election 
centers in Aden’s constituencies in 
order to make this event as free and 
successful as possible.

This has come in a time in which the 
city witnessed massive and well- 
organized election campaigns and ral­
lies for all candidates in the city.

Mr. Ibrahim Khalaf, Aden 
Refinery’s Relation Manager

The 27th of April elections resemble 
an important event to emphasize our 
insistence to continue on the path 
towards more democracy and to show 
the world that we are heading forward 
in consolidating our democratic expe­
rience.

Yemenis have the right to choose 
their representatives in the parliament 
this year, just like they had their right 
in earlier elections in 1993 and 1997.

People are quite aware of the signif­
icance of practicing their democratic 
rights throughout the country, in vil­
lages and cities.

I can confidently tell you that the 
increase in number of eligible voters in 
these elections compared to earlier 
ones is a good sign for our country.

Shiekh Saleh Bathowab, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 

at the National Industry for Matches 
& Cigarettes Company Ltd.

The 27th of April elections charac­
terize the will of Yemen to practice 
democracy and enable the citizen to 
freely choose his/her representatives in 
the parliament. This right is guaranteed 
by the constitution and is now shaping 
up in our country.

This experience will further enhance 
the public’s understanding of demo­
cratic values and encourage them to 
vote again in future elections.

Yemenis have shown an adherence 
to the laws that regulate the voting and 
election process. This will definitely 
yield free elections with no pressure on 
voters.

The fact that all political parties are 
participating in those elections is a 
clear example of the legitimacy and 
high standards of this year’s elections. 
Women’s role as voters in these elec­
tions has proven to be greater than that 
of the 1997 elections.

Hisham Abdullah al-Saqqaf, 
General Manager of Gulf 
Navigation Agency-Yemen

These elections demonstrate that 
Yemen’s is now has a strong and solid 
foundation as a country based on 
democracy and freedom.

The participation of so many politi­
cal parties in these elections is clear 
evidence that Yemen is on the irre­

versible path towards more 
freedom and democracy. The competi­
tion that can be noticed in the press is 
also a demonstration that the freedom 
of the press is also exhibited by pub­
lishing various opinions.

Those who look at our ancient histo­
ry will realize that democracy is 
deeply rooted in our society and today, 
democracy is appearing in its glorious 
pictures.

Captain Barakat Ali Darweesh, 
Director of Yemen-Green 
Navigation Co.

The twenty seventh of April will 
definitely be a great day in Yemen’s 
recent history. This is the day we, 
Yemenis, have freely practiced our 
rights in voting in one of the most vital 
elections ever held in our democratiz­
ing country.

Yemenis realize 
that their rights are being preserved 
and guaranteed by the constitution and 
have become acquainted with democ­
racy ever since the 22nd of May, 1990.

Democracy has always been one of 
the desires of all nations on our planet. 
We are glad that Yemen is now slowly 
becoming an example for other coun­
tries in the developing world in terms 
of dedication towards perfect democ­
racy, which is the only way to secure 
true freedom, development, and pros­
perity for Yemen.

Abdurahman al-Kuhali, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the 
National Bank of Yemen
What has been accomplished on the 
27th of April 2003 is a consolidation of 
the democratic experience of Yemen 
and a clear confirmation of our peo­

ple’s
awareness of the importance of elec­
tions. This day is one of the fruits of 
the blessed re-unification achieved on 
May 22, 1990.
Through these elections, Yemenis were 
able to freely choose their representa­
tive in the parliament under no pres­
sure whatsoever.
Yemen has witnessed considerable 
growth in terms of allowed freedoms 
in all levels including the freedom of 
speech and expression and human 
rights.
The pre-elections registrations and the 
elections campaign were both quite 
successful and went very smoothly. 
There were no political battles and ten­
sions among the different parties, 
meaning that we are on the right path 
towards completing Yemen’s most 
successful parliamentary elections.

Mr. Abdulkareem Shaef Mr. Ibrahim Khalaf Barakat Ali Darweesh Abdurahman al-Kuhali
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Dr. Mohammed Abdulmajeed al-Qubati, the Chairman o f the GPC Political Office

“GPC has taken a keen interest on 
including women in development,”
Y emenis have gone to polls to choose parliamentary 

members. Yemenis have already experienced two 
parliamentary elections in 1993 and 1997 and the 
presidential elections in 1999, in which the GPC got 
a head of all political rivals.

In this context, the 27 April elections are of great significance of 
the democratic experience in Yemen.

Those elections have coincided with internal as well as external 
incidents. The election campaign has passed and vote counting 
process to announce the results of the 27 April election has begun. 
Despite some breaches that have accompanied the election cam­
paign, it has proved itself to be better than the previous ones.

The political observers say that there is a significant factor in those 
elections, that is, a political meeting has already been held with an 
agreement of sharing parliamentary seats among political parties. 
Others say that those parties have committed themselves to the elec­
tion agreement control to be performed honestly.

To shed light on this topic, Yemen Times reporter Hassan al-Zaidi
met interviewed Dr. Mohammed Abdulmajeed al-Qubati, Chairman of 
the GPC Political Office and filed this report:

Dr. Mohammed A. al-Qubati

Q: To what extent the political 
parties have showed a commitment 
to running a honest elections, and 
what are the reasons behind enact­
ing the agreement of election con­
trol?

A: The main reasons behind this 
agreement is that all political parties 
work collectively to ensure that the 
present parliamentary election has to 
be honest and transparent and away 
from violence or the use of force. An 
emphasis has been placed to seek 
arbitration of the constitution and the 
law.

We have all the same tendencies to 
show a strong adherence to the law 
and all of us have agreed to settle dis­
putes which may occur during elec­
tions. In addition to this, the call for 
the national alignment has stemmed 
from a far-sighted understanding of

the region’s current circumstances 
and out of the extraordinary of our 
reality, especially the incidents such 
as the assassination of some political 
figures like Jarallah Omar and killing 
of some foreigners. All those negative 
aspects might be reflected on the elec­
tion process. The agreement has basi­
cally centered on that the election has 
to be conducted distinguishably.

Q: But some opposition parties 
are skeptical about extent of the 
GPC’s commitment to what has 
been signed, how do you comment 
on that?

A: We are at the GPC keen to reach 
such an agreement regarding the elec­
tion control. There is already an ini­
tiative taken by an international 
organization for development of the 
election system. We were about to

reach an agreement consisting of 25 
articles. But, the Islah Party opposed 
the agreement and at last moment 
before signing it. Before signing the 
agreement we issued a circulation for 
our members calling them to avoid 
whatever could arouse disturbance. 
We are in not in a position nor want to 
exchange accusatory remarks.

Q: Woman’s role in the 27 April 
election has been marginalized by 
political parties and she is not given 
the right to compete, why have you 
backed off allocation’ of specific 
constituencies for woman, what is 
the ruling party’s stand in this 
regard?

A: Our initiative for allocating 
election constituencies only for 
woman has been taken by the GPC.

We are as a political parties have to 

enhance this initiative within the 
framework of election control agree­
ment.

But, the Islah members say that 
they weren’t well-prepared for this 
purpose and what is needed is years to 
approve such proposal.

The joint meeting parties have also 
quashed this right.

Perhaps the 27 April election is of 
great importance due to the strong 
competition among parties.

Q: But where does the GPC’s 
stance stand?

A: We at the GPC see that woman's 
participation is related to the develop­
ment and that women are an integral 
part of it.

The GPC has taken a keen interest 
to include women in development .

Q: Would the national alignment 
solve problems that might result 
after the elections? Is there a secret 
agreement reached on sharing posts 
in the upcoming government?

A: We want to confirm here that the 
initiative of the national alignment 
agreement has been taken by the pres­
ident of the republic. This has been 
done with the view of enhancing the 
political democratic practice for par­
ties on the basis of deepening law and 
constitution. The new government has 
nothing to do with dividing the seats 
or coalition. The main objective is to 
come out with an overall strategy of 
the Yemeni constitution through 
enhancing the political pluralism and 
the peaceful transfer of power. The 
main objective of the national align 
ment is to determine strategic tasks 
that should be implemented by the 
parties towards building and complet- 
ing the modern Yemen.

As politicians, we have to take into 
consideration the stiff changes that 
should be applied to reality.

Q: How do you view the Yemeni 
upcoming government?

A: It is widely known that Yemen 
has been featured by a strategic loca­
tion at the international level. It has 
coasts overlooking the most impor­
tant waters for marine transport and 
more than half of world maritime 
transport traffic frequent it. This state 
unless governed by law and order, it 
will die and can not perform its roles 
properly. So, in this case, the national 
alignment is the means to enhance the 
democratic experience towards civil 
orientation.

Q: How do you perceive the com­
ing government if the GPC has won 
the majority and what future 
awaits the government after it 
failed to achieve former programs?

A: We are seeking to win the 
majority of seats in order to achieve 
objectives of our election platform. 
Undoubtedly, what has been said ear­
lier will be one of the goals of the 
GPC government. The next govern­
ment has to show an adherence 
towards development and maintain­
ing security. Without security, nation­
wide development can not be 
achieved and that the states’ modern 
institutions have to be built.

The issue of development was 
related to the Yemeni Saudi issue. 
After settling the border dispute with 
our brothers in Saudi Arabia, the USS 
Cole incident, along with the 
September 11 attacks in the US and 
the attack on the French tanker 
Limburg have created a certain cli­
mate that hindered greatly the govern­

ment’s capability.

Q: Will the GPC achieve a sweep­
ing majority?

A: We don’t seek a sweeping 
majority and this has been fabricated 
by some parties’ media. We compre­
hend that there would not be a power­
ful authority without a powerful 
opposition for it is the other side of 
the authority. The GPC has been seek­
ing to win 180 seats of the parliament 
while the opposition wins 120 seats. 
We aim at achieving a balance 
between the legislative authority and 
the executive authority. In order to 
perform its role properly, the upcom­
ing parliament will perform its moni­
toring task and issue the required leg­
islation on the basis of taking interests 
of the people’s into consideration.

Q: What is the difference 
between the 27 April 2003 elections 
and the previous ones?

A: The most significant aspect that 
haunts our minds is to make Yemen 
more distinguished for being one of 
the emerging democracies. The dem­
ocratic experience during this stage 
has been greatly enhanced. This is 
clearly shown when 8 million male 
registrants and around 3 million 
female ones have practiced their dem­
ocratic rights. I hope that the GPC 
will achieve a majority of seats in 
order to achieve the desired balance

Q: Any last comment?
A: Finally, we thank the Yemen 

Times for its capability to read the 
events. It is by no means one of the 
best newspapers in Yemen and that is 
a clear testimony for good successes 
made by its editor-in-chief and the 
staff.

Universities’ role
in elections

By: Abduallah Mohammed al-
Mujhed
Dhamar University President

A
pril 27 is the democra­
cy day. It is the 
embodiment of 
President Ali 
Abduallah Saleh's call

for the national alignment following a 
series of political and economic 
reforms and social changes. Yemen 
considers the elections as a forward 
step on the road of political reforms in 
the country towards democracy, heal­
ing the rift and enhancement of its 
unity. Elections are an opportunity for 
the people's participation and provid­
ing opportunity to various political 
trends representing the political spec­
trum to practice their role in line with 
the Yemeni constitution.

Yemen is an important country in 
the region characterized by its distin­
guished political experiment in this 
field especially in its model of politi­
cal action and civil society organiza­
tions. It has prominent political cadres 
and therefore the candidates for the

parliamentary elections include 
prominent intellectual anti political 
personalities who would render the 
Yemeni society more politically, eco-
nomically and socially interactive 
with development changes the country 
is experiencing. The Yemeni govern­
ment is looking forward to the success 
of the parliamentary experiment 
through the executive and legislative 
cooperation and aspiration towards 
future.

Yemen has allowed all political par­
ties to take part in electoral process 
and democratic practice and that has 
led to uprooting social conflict and 
erasing resentment in the society.

Universities have been used to that 
democratic practice as a source of 
radiation for the electoral process and 
they effectively participate in bringing 
to success their role in this field. 
Universities, with all their staff seek to 
show the electoral process in a proper 
image by participation and coopera­
tion with candidates for specifying 
electoral places and headquarters 
besides using all available media for 
preparing convenient atmospheres to

candidates so that the elections are 
conducted in a proper manner.

The university has prepared for can­
didates all requirements of candida­
ture such as distributing election 
cards, filling candidates' forms, hold­
ing training courses for committees 
supervising elections in the gover­
norate. holding awareness sympo­
siums for villagers and countryside 
inhabitants to inform them on signifi­
cance of elections in the governorate.

All transport facilities have been 
provided for all people working in this 
field to carry them to election areas. 
The aim is to ensure success of the 
electoral process as a most important 
democratic practice in our country 
basically adopted by our political 
leadership to guarantee the right of all. 
Besides, there are awareness pro­
grams conducted for the purpose of 
making them understand the way of 
election and polling.

Democratic atmospheres provide 
for all the people knowledge on how 
to play their essential role in life and 
deeming it an approach and behavior 
followed by all sectors of the people

from all political spectra. Democracy 
would thus open the road for all seg­
ments of the people to follow in their 
quest for building themselves and 
achieving their aspired goals, espe­
cially in the educational aspect. The 
educated sector of the people is the 
main factor in the aim of eradicating 
illiteracy, its negative effects and 
curbing its spread in society. By erad­
icating illiteracy all democratic prac­
tices the Yemeni government is pursu­
ing will be enhanced.

So the number of schools, universi­
ties and technical institutes has been 
increased due to public demands and 
legitimate competition by members of 
parliament who seek continuously to 
develop the educational process and 
the call for educational upgrading all 
over Yemen. Thus, investment plans 
set up by the leadership focused on 
expanding and improving the educa­
tional process. There is positive con­
nection between democracy practice 
and educational progress. The more 
successful the democratic practice, the 
more important development is 
accomplished in the education sector.

Election results should not be a result o f pressure:

Why not have
true democracy?

By: Maria Ahmed

A
s a Yemeni, I patched 
with great care the par­
liament elections that 
took place on 
27/4/2003 and I won­

der why can’t we be like other demo­
cratic countries in this world? Why is 
democracy in Yemen upside down? 
Why is the ruling party (GPC) taking 
advantage of poverty suffered by the 
majority of the Yemeni people so as to 
force them to vote for it? Why do 
some principals of public schools 
threaten secondary students of being 
failed or suspended if they don’t vote 
for the GPC? Why are soldiers and 
government employees being threat-

ened that they will not get their 
salaries unless they vote for the GPC ? 
Why are voting ballots taken away 
from by force or bought in for 
exchange of little money offered by 
the GPC? Why is Yemen foreseen as 
the second US target after Iraq if peo­
ple don’t vote for the GPC?

Is this true democracy?
I call all Yemeni people to open 

their eyes and sec what’s going on 
around the world and not believe the 
nonsense about threats and pressure. 
Yemenis should only vote for those 
whom they believe would represent 
them best in the upcoming parlia­
ment. They need to choose the right 
men/women who will do what is best 
for Yemen and its people.
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NDI's Mideast director Leslie Campbell:

Elections this year 
“much better”

I
n a meeting with Yemen 
Times' Editor Walid Al- 
Saqqaf, Mr. Leslie 
Campbell, director of 
NDI’s programs in the 

Middle East and North Africa said 
that he believes that the parliamen­
tary elections held on April 27th 
were far better than those held ear­
lier in 1993 and 1997. “Despite a 
few violations in terms of underage 
voting, etc., the elections this year 
seem to be much better than those 
held in the past. The well-prepared 
lists of voters and candidates, and 
the overall good preparations for 
elections this year show the com­
mitment by the government and 
political parties to make this event a 
success.” he said.

Mr. Campbell 
noted that the more 
elections are held, 
the more successful 
they seem to 
become. “Another 
positive aspect of 
these elections
seems to be in the
cooperation among all political par­
ties. This has never happened since 
1996. I can see that the YSP is par­
ticipating in these elections, and 
that joint blocs were formed -such 
as that between TSP and Islah-... 
Even though there was some stag­
nancy in the democratic experience 
of Yemen between 1997 and 2001, 
the period that followed the local 
council elections was somewhat

rich with good democratic achieve­
ments for Yemen.” He added.

When asked about how the dem­
ocratic experience in Yemen is 
going, Mr. Campbell responded by 
indicating that Yemen seems to be 
going two steps forward and one 
step back. “The process seems to go 
through ups and downs, but these 
elections indicate that Yemen is in a 
positive phase, which reflects a 
bright picture.”

NDI’s involvement: instrumen­
tal

The NDI has been every much 
involved in the various processes of 
the elections including the registra­
tion, campaigning, and voting 
stages. NDI along with the UNDP

and other organizations have been 
in full and steady cooperation with 
the Yemeni government and the 
Supreme Commission for Election 
(SCER).

On its involvement in monitoring 
the voting process', the NDI issued 
last Wednesday press release 
mentioning that on April 22, an 
NDI-sponsored international dele­
gation arrived in Sana’a, Yemen to

observe the country's third parlia­
mentary elections. The delegation, 
composed of political leaders, civic 
activists, and elections and human 
rights experts from nine different 
countries, met with Yemeni politi­
cal party leaders, civil society 
groups and

journalists to assess the environ­
ment leading up to the polls. The 
delegation was deployed around the 
country to observe voting and vote 
counting on elections’ day.

“NDI believes that these elec­
tions represent an important step in 
the country’s political develop­
ment. The delegation's proposes are 
to demonstrate interest in and sup­
port for democratic elections and to 
provide an accurate and impartial 

report on the 
election 
process. NDI 
does not seek 
to interfere in 
the election 
process and 
recognizes that 
the citizens of 

Yemen will ultimately determine 
the legitimacy of these polls.” The 
statement said.

Upon the conclusion of the mis­
sion, the delegation will release a 
report on its findings which will be 
made available to the public fol­
lowing the elections. The statement 
will also be available on the NDI’s 
website at www.ndi.org.

Mr. Walid al-Saqqaf Chif-Editor (bottom) with Mr. Leslie Campbell, director of NDI’s programs in the 
Middle East and North Africa

Parliament
Elections, highlights

By Ismeal Al-Ghabiri

Yemen Times Staff

M
ore than eight million voters exercised 
their democratic right yesterday in all 
parts of the republic. Heated competi­
tion among more than 1700 candi­
dates; independent or representing 

some 20 political parties. This experience is expected to be 
different from all previous elections where hopes for a new 
democratic era are hanging in the air.
For more information and to present our reader with a his­
torical background of the Yemeni Parliament elections, 
here is a chronicle report on the previous elections and 
political parties participating in them:

Elections 1993 where total number of seats 301:

Political Party Number of Seats won

1. General People's Congress 123
2. Islah Party 64
3. Yemeni Socialist Party 56
4. Baath Socialist Party 7
5. Baath Nationalist Party 7
6. Haq Party 2

7. Unionist Nasserite Party 1
8. Democratic Nasserite Party 1
9. Reformist Nasserite Party 1
10. Liberation Front 0
11. Nationalist Social Front 0
12. National Democratic Front 0
13. Yemeni Sons League (RAY) 0
14. Yemeni Unionist Congregation 0
15. Popular Forces Union  0

Elections 1997 where total number of seats 301:

Political Party Number of Seats won

1. General People’s Congress 226
2. Islah Party 53
3. Baath Socialist Party 2
4. Baath Nationalist Party 0
5. Haqq Party 0
6. Unionist Nasserite Party 3
7. Democratic Nasserite Party 0
8. Reformist Nasserite Party 0
9. Liberation Front 0
10. Nationalist Social Front 0
11. National Democratic Front) 0
12. Yemeni Sons League (RAY) 0

Elections in a book
A publication of al-Meethaq newspaper has lately been 

issued titled “Our electoral rights”.
The book is prepared by Faisal al-Sofi and revised by Dr. 

Abdualmomn Shugha al-deen. Dr. Abdualkareem al-Eryani, 
the Secretary General of GPC has written the introduction of 
the book. The book represents a good example as it is con­
sidered a lawful guide for every citizen and voter.

The book talks about the definition of election rights, the 
goals of running of parliamentary elections, the importance 
of the parliament and its structure, tasks and authority. The 
book also includes promotional means and its violations, 
how to cast vote and how to count votes and announce the 
results.

Announcement
The Oil Company seeks administrative secretary (female or 
male) who has good knowledge in writing English and Arabic 
letters as well as English fluency.

Requirements for this job
-Applicants should have a degree from any special institute 

after secondary school.
-Should have at least 5-year- experience in secretariat

Those who meet the above requirements should submit their 
documents to the office of administrative manager located in Al- 
Zubairay Street Banks Complexes (Mujama'a albonok) during 
working hours.

http://www.ndi.org
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It is not only about elections and it is not “boundless freedom”:

Understanding true democracy
Ibrahim Addahan
Yemen Times STaff, Ibb
IDRT_IBB@HOTMAIL.COM

S
ome people in Yemen 
believe that democracy 
doesn’t exist. While to 
others, it is just a dream 
or illusion, a word with

no meaning. To politicians, it is just 
lip service, a mere slogan to win 
votes. At least this is what Yemenis in 
the streets feel about democracy in 
the glowing fashion that must glow 
every five years in order to imitate a 
democratizing country and fool the 
world into thinking that we have 
indeed joined the new world order 
and started to look and feel as a mod­
em state.

What is democracy?
What is democracy according to 

the common man in the street? This 
question proved to be a very difficult 
one for most Yemenis. Among the 
people I have directed this question 
to, many refuses to answer for the 
clear reason that they did not want to 
make fools of themselves by giving 
foolish irrelevant answers. On the 
other hand, the ones who actually, 
answered my question gave me 
almost the very same answer every 
time. To them, democracy is bound- 
less freedom. Well, this is a very open 
answer. I tried to get a more credible 
and logical answer, but unfortunately, 
all I got over and over again was the 
same response, probably due to the 
lack of awareness about the meaning 
of democracy. People have not been 
educated enough. In fact the only 
education they have on democracy is 
during elections, and it is limited to 
teaching them a single fact about

democracy, “Democracy is the right 
to vote”. Because of the lack of 
awareness and information about 
democracy, people have no clue even 
of the most basic meaning of democ­
racy. You will be surprised to know 
what ‘boundless democracy’ means to 
the majority of Yemenis. To help us 
understand why this is the case, let 
me tell this strange and unique story 
that I have experienced. Once I was 
traveling in a mini bus when it was 
cold. All windows and the door were 
shut. A young man sitting in front of 
me lit a cigarette and the person next 
to him requested him to put it off, 
since there is no way for the smoke to 
get out. The young man refused. I 
decided to interfere and pursue the 
young man to put out the cigarette yet 
he still refused. But this time he had 
given us a reason to why he is not put­
ting it out! He said, “This is a demo­
cratic country, and I can do anything I 
want!” This answer might appear to 
be a good and convincing to some 
people, but if you read between the 
lines, you will be astonished when 
you realize that this young man had 
no clue about democracy that he was 
just lecturing us about. Democracy 
was never meant to harm people, it 
gives them freedom, but this freedom 
is not boundless. Your freedom in 
democracy has a limit. According to 
democracy “your freedoms end where 
others’ start”.
Yemen is one of the countries 

where on one hand, the leaders and 
members of parliament are democrat­
ically being deprived of their basic 
rights and freedoms. We are witness­
ing the rise of this diverse, contradict- 
ing, and disturbing phenomenon in 
Yemen. This is because of the lack of 
understanding of  the concept of 
democracy by the public and politi-

cians as well. Some experts even pre­
dict in spite of being young, our 
unique experience in the Arabian 
Peninsula is actually heading to sui­
cide! For our decision makers, the 
phrase “we have democracy” might 
seem enough reason to boast and 
cheer up, but we should look at it 
from a more reasonable and realistic 
viewpoint. We see that our parliament 
is not the one ruling the country when 
it is their job as the legislative body to 
do so. As a result, some members of 
the parliament are frustrated by what 
is going on around them. They feel 
that they have become puppets to 
blindly support the government. This 
is partly due to the partisanship that is 
evident in almost all parliamentary 
votes, and party because of the major­
ity of the ruling party in the parlia­
ment. This is in contrast to their main 
duty of putting partisanship said and 
thinking of the nation’s interests and 
worries some of our leaders to some 
extent have bypassed the parliament 
evading basic constitutional prac­
tices; while security forces are turned 
on honest journalists who are trying 
to point out the insufficiency of the 
system. Sometimes political oppo­
nents who might disagree with the 
government on an issue face the same 
faith. This disagreement does not 
make them enemies of the ruling 
party. In fact this could be a good 
chance for both ends to meet and dis­
cuss to find the best way to overcome 
the conflict. This intolerance by offi­
cials shows that over leaders them- 
selves need to be educated on democ­
racy. For them, democracy starts and 
ends with the elections and what is 
beyond that is not tolerable. Holding 
free and fair elections is the first step 
in the direction of democracy, but it is 
just the beginning. What comes after

that is important too. In fact it is more 
important than the first step.

The real meaning of democracy 
means “liberal democracy”. In other 
words, real democracy is a political 
system, which starts with free and fair 
elections along with the rule of law, 
separation of powers, and the protec­
tion of basic liberties such as free 
speech, property and assembly. 
Democracy is not about the proce­
dures for electing government, but 
about protecting the individual liber­
ties and dignity against constraint by 
the state or the society, it is about cre­
ating a framework of law and admin­

istration to ensure justice for all.
Free and fair elections are not the 

only benchmark of democracy. 
Democracy is a promise and a com­
mitment to ensure the safeguarding of 
other values as well, including equal­
ity, freedom, basic human rights, and 
most importantly, the dignity of every 
individual, no matter who he/she is, 
or where he/she comes from.

There are three categories of 
regimes in the world. The first is the 
one that declares itself democratic 
and acts accordingly. The second is 
the one stating that it is not democrat­
ic (like some kingdoms and sul-

tanates). The third is the one stating it 
is democratic, but does not implement 
true democracy. Unfortunately 
Yemen is in third category. It is obvi­
ous that the third is the worst of all. 
Simply because the regime fools its 
citizens and the world into believing 
that what they get of freedom is the 
best that can be giving to the people 
and tries to convince them that there 
is democracy in the country. But the 
truth is otherwise. The misunder­
standing of democracy has become 
the norm among Yemeni citizens, 
who are not able to judge whether 
they are in a democratic state or not!

Political Parties Propaganda
Wishful thinking or high hopes?
By Yemen Times Staff

T
hose who are following 
the propaganda pro­
posed by various politi­
cal parties competing 
for seats in the parlia­

ment 2003, would be able to deduce 
each party’s strategy for winning 
voices and gaining support. For there 
are several main directions or issues 
that have been repeatedly stressed by 
those parties, reflecting the party’s 
inclinations. Some of the headlines 
sound very attractive, some just 
sound over-used, and many sound 
like high hopes or perhaps just wish­
ful thinking. Here an overview of the 
deduced strategies for the main par 
ties:

General People’s Congress:
The most dominant 
party and of course 
the ruling party 
focused on many of 
issues the GPC felt 
it as being the ruling 
party and more 

experienced with the national and 
international developments it has 
acquired throughout the years. Under

the title “For Endorsing development 
and Democracy and Building a 
Modern State”, most of the party’s 
campaigning took place. The cam­
paigning basically could be divided 
into two main categories: the party’s 
achievements represented by estab­
lishing unity, democracy, total devel­
opment and future inclinations and 
directions.
In the first, the GPC reviews the sev­
eral accomplishments that were 
achieved by President Ali Abdulla 
Saleh, leader of the party, and his 
international strategy and leadership 
that enhanced the relations between 
Yemen and many Arab and world 
nations, all in favor of Yemen’s inter­
ests and benefit. Talking about 
democracy, the party described the 
current elections and the democratic 
spirit as an evidence of the democra­
cy instated in the country by the rul­
ing party. It also talks about the free­
dom of belief and how multi-party 
system exists in Yemen due to this 
reason. The Local Councils is another 
issue that has been brought up, indi­
cating the ruling system contribution 
to involving the public in governance. 
Women have taken the lion’s share in 
the propaganda where the party 
repeatedly stressed statistics that

showed that percentage of working 
women in Yemen has increased to 
22%, and it also reminded the people 
of the Women police force.
One of the main achievements con­
sidered in the campaigning was stan­
dardizing education, and in economy 
the party showed that since ‘97 there 
has been significant progress. As for 
government employees, the party 
emphasized on the many privileges 
they get and the many projects that 
help insure social safety and public 
heath, education, roads, and poverty 
alleviation. The second part which is, 
the future was concerned with three 
main points: endorsing organizations' 
structure for the Yemeni State, where 
freedom and respect of others’ free­
doms of belief, thought and speech 
are emphasized. And to eliminate 
illiteracy and to ensure total develop­
ment and continuous improvements 
in the country.

Islah Party:
The strongest 
opposition party 
has focused on 
reaching out for 
voters through 
direct communi­

cation methods. It stressed the need

for change and reviewed the current 
deteriorating circumstances of the 
country, such as poverty, unemploy­
ment, low income and feeble public 
services.
The party was able to display statis- 
tics that confirmed its accusation of 
the current ruling party on the men- 
tioned issues. Simultaneously it gave 
a bright picture about the changes it 
plans to make and how it will estab­
lish a new state and improve the soci­
ety conditions. Because the RP has 
presented itself as an opposition 
party, it displayed all the shortcom­
ings in the current system and prom­
ised to bring solutions especially 
regarding the economic situation. The 
party promised to transfer the country 
into a regional trade centre through 
utilizing the strategic location of 
Yemen and the Yemeni harbors. It 
also promised more opportunities for 
work. As for education, the party 
stressed that it is one of the highest 
priorities and that it will dedicate 
more of the country’s resources in 
this channel. The army also gained 
attention in the agenda where the 
party promised to improve their situ­
ation and to establish national spirit 
among those who work in the army.
Unionist Nasserite Party:

A strong opposition 
party and approach­
es to a large extent 
what the RP and 
other opposition 
parties’ programs 
grouped in the 

"JMP” (RP,YSP, NUP, BAC, HP). 
The NUP has focused on improving 
the current economic situation and to 
achieve balanced sustained develop­
ment. It also put stress on fighting 
administrative corruption of the state 
and government, and to create an 
environment that encourages invest­
ment.
The Party demanded elimination of 
the ministry of Information and to 
establish an independent national 
body for all media activities in the 
country. And it also demands giving 
permission to various parties to 
express freedom of opinion through 
their own media. It also stressed inde­
pendence of judiciary system and to 
build a modern state based on democ­
racy and equality. Full application of 
the constitution and to implement the 
law and activate regulations in an 
unbiased manner on all people and 
organizations. It also requests activa­
tion of a watching and supervising 
role of the parliament and to prevent

weapon carrying by citizens. To 
improve the status of the army and 
instate the patriotic and national spirit 
among them, is also a major demand 
included in the party’s program.

Yemeni Socialist Party:
The agenda of this 
party did not exceed 
criticizing the cur­
rent situation and 
proposing appropri­
ate solutions. It also 
focused on the 1994 

civil war and its consequences on all 
aspects of the Yemeni life. It called 
for a total national and democratic 
reform in politics, economy, society 
and other domains. The party called 
for eliminating discrimination and 
any kind of bias, and to remove all 
chains and regulations that handicap 
independent civil societies. Also it 
called for ensuring free and clean 
elections and to amend the current 
constitution so as to remove the exist­
ing problems. It encouraged trans­
parency and creating a better environ­
ment for investment, and to encourage 
the private sector.
All parties talked also about interna­
tional relations and how to enhance 
them, and many other issues.

mailto:IDRT_IBB@HOTMAIL.COM
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Women in elections

Power cannot be ignored
By Yasser al-Mayasi 
Yemen Times Staff 
ym_almayasi@yahoo.com

w
ith the approaching 
date for each parlia­
mentary elections, 
all parties’ pro­
grams give much

more attention to singling our a spa­
cious space for the woman as a figure 
that cannot be ignored. However, the 
attention is just for her vote, as most 
parties do not give the woman any seat 
to nominate for any elections. So the 
woman participation recedes day by 
day.

In every election we remarkably see 
the extensive fall-off of woman partic­
ipation in political life. This drop in the 
woman political participation in the 
political life is at both local and nation­
al levels. It becomes international phe­
nomenon that differs from one country 
to another and from one area to anoth­
er according to the level of economic, 
social and political development.

International statistics and studies 
draw dishonorable picture about
woman participation in life at all lev­
els.

Yemeni woman is lucky for her sta­
tus in the legislation, laws and parties 
platforms, however, she is greatly far 
way from practicing political life. That 
can be attributed to many reasons. For 
example the reality that is resulted of

inherited practices and so-called tradi­
tions and customs that did isolate her 
from participation in the society affairs 
and was not allowed to get educated 
and work till the outbreak of the evolu­
tion in 1962 that freed woman and man 
altogether.

In spite of the enormous changes 
that Yemeni woman has witnessed in 
all different fields, it is still limited. Dr. 
Khadeeja al-Haismi, political sciences 
professor and the vice-chairman of 
Women Studies Center, confirmed that 
in a study aimed at knowing the real 
political partnership for Yemeni 
woman and her efficient participation 
in this field as well as knowing the lim­
ited factors for this participation social­
ly. Moreover, it is putting mechanisms 
for supporting woman politically.

There are many reasons and obsta­
cles to block woman’s participation in 
the political and public life and being a 
decision-maker. The social situations 
and the degrading outlook to the 
woman ability affected her participa­
tion in the elections held after unifica­
tion. Only two women won in 1993 
and 1997 elections nevertheless the
1997 elections were distinguished by 
Yemeni woman effective participation 
in which the registered females were 
38% against 16% in 1993.

In spite of the political address of 
parties and different social authorities 
was supportive and blessing the 
woman participation, parties competed

to magnetize and enhance woman par­
ticipation aiming at benefiting just 
from them as votes in favor of men 
whose parties proffered to nominate, 
fearing of woman failure and thus los­
ing precious opportunity besides dis­
trusting women ability to practice in 
the political job. There are who believe 
that women presence in the parties 
platforms does not express the real 
faith in woman participation as much 
as it reflects the desire to gain women 
votes in elections.

However, the most important imped­
iment of woman political participation 
decrease is the electoral system 
through which elections are run and the 
system of single constituency that 
lessens women’s chance even if they 
were high-qualified as men usually 
have drastic influence.

Extensive participation of registered 
women to practice their rights does not 
exceed 36,8%, represents an open let­
ter to all political parties and organiza­
tions that democracy has made woman 
as strong powerful that cannot be 
ignored and any party or organization 
overlooks her would be sentencing
itself to failure.

Therefore the woman has to work to 
change her situation from merely fig­
ures that are being exploited, bought 
and sold, into a real power that can 
negotiate and discuss the parties about 
what she can do and serve woman sec­
tor.

Women Preparing to vote in one of the polling centers in Sana’a

VACANCY
ACCOUNTANTS PAYABLE ANALYST

• Yemeni Nationals
Location: Sana’a
Posts: Three posts
Working hours: From 8:00am to 3:00pm Saturday to Wednesday and from 8:00am to 12:00am on

Thursday
Location: Masila Block
Posts: Two posts
Schedule: 28 days on / 28 days off

Job Duties
a. Reviews and checks contractors’ invoices. Includes stamping, dating and logging invoices, checking 

validity of charges, comparing rates with contracts, preparing spreadsheets showing supporting details 
such as number of days, equipment description, type of job, rates, codes, total amount etc., 
summarizing spreadsheet by account and cost center code, preparing adjustment letter if required, and 
submitting to his supervisor for review. Uses the (SAP) system as required.

b. Prepares weekly transmittal report of approved invoices. Includes preparing list of invoices containing 
vendor’s name and number, commitment document reference, invoice received date, name of 
approver, amount and bank code etc. Makes photocopies of invoices, and transmits to Sana’a Head 
office.

c. Distributes pay packets to national employees on cash payroll. Includes receiving pay packets from 
Terminal, checking employee number against list of packages, distributing to individual employees 
and obtaining receipt.

d. Carries out work related activities as requested by Accounting Supervisor.

Minimum Requirements:
a. Bachelors Degree in commerce or equivalent.
b. Good working knowledge of Word, excel, and SAP system.
c. Two years experience in the same field.
d. Good knowledge of English.

If you have the above requirements, please send your CV to the following address
NOT later than May 05, 2003

Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen
Human Resources

P. O. Box 15137
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Fax No. 01-269899
Attention: Senior Supervisor, Human Resources

• Please make sure that your CV contains all the needed personal and qualification information, no need to 
attach any certificates unless we request them.

• Please don’t call us, we will call you if you are selected for test and interview.

Election: Two points o f view

Why I’m not voting...
Rana Rasheed
For the Yemen Times 
roonii@yahoo.com

w
hen the elec­
tions started I 
was excited, I 
got myself an 
election card

thinking it’s good to be over 18 and 
use my right to vote. Then a question 
rose up: “Who am I going to vote 
for??!” The election campaigns start­
ed, well to put this right the pictures 
and the propagandas -the only sign 
of the candidates - were hung every 
where. Browsing through the avail­
able stuff, I realized that no one actu­
ally represents me! So I decided... 
I’m Not Voting.

I’m not voting for the General 
People’s Congress because they 
have been handling the government 
for a VERY long time and problems 
like corruption are getting worse, 
whereas the Yemeni people are get­
ting poorer and poorer compared to 
other countries regionally and glob­
ally.

For Islah, I have to confess they 
are very organized and they have 
“fancy” slogans and “powerful” 
promises. The irony of this, is that in 
the same time in which they promise 
peace and security, some of its mem­
bers are breaking the law and do not 
have any respect for human lives. 
You can’t preach what you don’t do.

The Yemeni Socialist Party; well, 
they came by next to our house and 
with microphones and started saying 
some very old fashioned slogans and 
over-used speeches. I think this party 
would disappear from political front 
a decade or so from now, unless they 
change and renew their trends.

Beside the above mentioned par­
ties there are other less prominent 
independent candidates and other 
parties who didn’t contact the public. 
Maybe there is someone out there 
whom I feel would represent me, but 
all parties in general were inefficient 
in their election campaigns... and 
this is the second reason why I am 
not voting.

The candidates were very inade­
quate in declaring themselves prefer-

ring a "Closed Isolation Policy". As 
a voter, I have no idea who they 
are?? Or what exactly do they do?? 
What did they achieve?!

Some might say you should ask, 
well I say: NO it’s their job to make 
all their information known to the 
public by making DIRECT contact 
with public saying who they are and 
what would they do for us.

And here’s a surprise; there’s a 
common point between all the par­
ties in this years elections: they did­
n’t encourage women participations 
as candidates! Women weren't sup­
ported to be part of the parliament 
basically because of the lack of trust 
in their ability to be an efficient 
member in the parliament. They just 
want to use women’s voices, and for 
me as a woman I refused to be used.

I believe that my generation has 
different views, inclinations and 
ambitions; and I truly believe that 
my generation is the one that’ll make 
positive change in Yemen and would 
make Yemen a better place except in 
the future it’s going to be our way.

...and this is why I AM!
Nadia Al-Saqqaf 
For The Yemen Times 
n_saqqaf@hotmail.com

I am participating in the elec­
tions because I am excited 
with the hint of democracy 
this event represents. 
Because in ideal terms it

means that I have a hand in chang­
ing the present and deciding the 
future, not only mine, but the whole 
country’s present and future as well. 
Isn’t that fascinating? I want to have 
the right to choose someone to rep­
resent me in the parliament, some­
one I can go up to and demand that 
he or she fulfills he propaganda and 
lives up to his shiny words when he 
becomes a member of the parlia­
ment.

That is why I am voting. I am vot­
ing because I feel that if I did not 
participate in these elections that I 
am letting my self and my country 
down. I have a chance to say some­
thing then why should I waste it? 
They say these elections are not 
clean and that the names are pre­
decided. But what if they aren’t? 
What if my voice was significant? 
What if there was a chance to tip the 
scale to a more favorable direction 
and my voice was the one that did 
it? They say there isn't someone 
whom they feel truly represents 
them. Quite true I should say, but if 
that is what they feel then why did­
n’t they find someone that would in 
the first place and pushed him or her 
to do so? Or why didn’t they nomi­
nate themselves if the available lot

is no good for them? One’s got to 
make the best of what one’s got. 
Because if we want a -so called- 
democratic way of changing what is 
wrong then this is it. This is our 
chance, turn to do something and 
most of all our responsibility. As it 
is, if the situation is as bad as they 
say, then in any case my vote would 
not have made a difference, because 
like it is rumored the districts are 
already booked for certain names in 
advance. So in that situation it 
wouldn’t hurt to participate it the 
elections, at least I would feel that I 
took a part in the play in stead of 
just watching and making fun of it. 
It’s my country we are talking about 
after all isn’t it? And like they say, 
we must light a candle in stead of 
cursing the darkness

mailto:ym_almayasi@yahoo.com
mailto:roonii@yahoo.com
hotmail.com
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After a couple of weeks of campaigning

Another democratic experience recorded
By Abeer Abdulwahab 
ae-Khadhaf
For the Yemen Times

V
oting in any elections 
is a national democrat­
ic duty and responsibil­
ity that should be prac­
ticed by all citizens. 

Elections should never be perceived 
as a political game and people should 
not underestimate its importance. 
Being a constitutional right of every 
citizen in choosing an eligible candi­
date to represent him/her in the parlia­
ment, elections are the right way to 
convey the people’s will peacefully 
and away from any pressure.

The voting process came after sev­
eral weeks campaigning by all politi­
cal parties and candidates. During the 
vote casting process, citizens proba­
bly realize that voting for any candi­
date they prefer is a way to serve their 
own country by selecting those whom 
they feel will be influential in enhanc­
ing the country’s economy, politics 
and culture.

Simply put, every citizen should 
cast his/her vote for an eligible person 
to hold a suitable position.

The 27th of April parliamentary 

elections are of great democratic sig­
nificance in Yemen’s history to build 
upon the democratic structure of 
Yemen. Just like all other elections, 
these elections will consolidate 
democracy in Yemen just as they will 
in any other country in the world.

However, one must not ignore the 
fact that such an important event can­
not achieve its goals unless there is 
unified and concrete action by all citi­
zens in the country in voting in the 
elections and to turn up in good num­
bers.

Every citizen’s concern should be 
to develop and enhance his own coun­
try. Hence, elections should gain the 
greatest of attention and care by 
Yemenis because it is the means to do 
so.

Just as Yemenis went to the polls to 
choose members of the long-debated 
parliament, our country should be 
proud to have its third successful par­
liamentary elections.

Yemenis have already experienced 
two parliamentary elections in 1993 
and 1997 and also practice their dem­
ocratic rights during the presidential 
elections in 1999, and the local coun­
cil elections in 2001. It was clear how­
ever that General People’s Congress 
(GPC) was far ahead of its closest 
rival.

Yemen’s history includes a number 

of democratic experiences in the polit­
ical arena, and one cannot deny that 
the current ruling party, the GPC, 
along with the other political parties 
have shown tolerance and adherence 
to the democratic principles of the 
constitution in order to make all those 
elections a success.

Those elections came as fruits of 
the re-unification of Yemen on May 
22, 1990, which is the main accom­
plishment in Yemen’s recent history.

Following re-unification, a number 
of vital projects have started including 
the construction of various develop­
mental projects. But among the most 
important achievements was the 
emergence of freedom of the press 
and the setting up of the multi-party 
system.

The Supreme Commission for 
Election and Referendum (SCER) has 
exerted strenuous efforts throughout 
the preparatory stages for elections, 
but the greatest and most noticeable 
efforts were those exerted during the 
polling day.

The 301 electoral constituencies 
have been evenly distributed in accor­
dance with the elections law and the 
population density distribution across 
the republic.

Independent observers confirmed 
that despite some flaws, preparations 
for the 27th of April elections have 

been performed quite well by the 
SCER.

In this context, applications for can­
didatures for the parliamentary mem­
bership have been successfully com­
pleted for those who were politically 
affiliated or independents through a 
10-day period proceeding the elec­
tions.

During the few months before 27 

April elections, eligible candidates 
were proclaimed and the withdrawal 
of other candidates was allowed.

As we mark this new achievement 
resembled in our country’s third par­
liamentary elections, we need to 
appreciate the president’s role in 
stressing on the importance of having 
those elections as free and as demo­
cratic as possible. His desire to make 

Yemen a truly democratic country, is 
probably based on his understanding 
that only through freedom and democ­
racy can Yemen achieve great accom­
plishments in running the country so 
as to implement the various financial 
and administrative reform programs 
and uprooting corruption and the cor­
rupt officials, and to eventually build 
a flourishing a strong Yemen.

Supreme Commission For Elections & Referendum, Capital Secretariat branch, an edifice for making strenuous 
efforts in disseminating democracy in Yemen, April 27

Dr. Bilqees Al-Hadrani to the Yemen Times

“We’ve participated with 35 candidates in 
coordination with the Joint Meeting parties”
B

aghdad along with 
Saddam Hussein has 
fallen to the Anglo- 
American occupation. 
But, what about the 

Baath Party in Yemen, will it collapse 
as that of Baghdad. The Baath party 
affiliation has been deeply rooted in 
the past for more than 50 years.

Yemen Times Journalist, 
Mohammed Bin Sallam, met with 
one of Baath party distinguished 
female figures in Yemen, Dr. Bilqees 
Al-Hadran.

Q: How will the fall of Baghdad 
influence the Baath Arab Socialist 
party's Yemen Organization? And 
will you participate in the coming 
elections? If yes, with how many 
candidates?

A: A stronger and more firmly in 
our beliefs and objectives as the Baath 
party adopts and preaches since its 
establishment in the early parties. The 
objectives are Unity, Liberty and 
Socialism. We as Baathy members 
consider them as substantial elements 
for building the unified and social 
Arab society and fulfilling our 
National dreams; the Arab 
Renaissance and project. We could say 
that Baath party in Iraq as a ruling 
party succeeded in achieving a good 
example, which could be an example 
to be followed if you were to examine 
the infrastructure, technology, educa­
tion, medical and other development 
in which Iraq was a leading country. 
As you remember the Americans and 
the “Israelis” were extremely worried 
and annoyed when the Iraqi Scientists 
managed to control the unmanned 
drone planes and reprogram on which 
they operate. These principles which 
allowed Iraqis women to participate in 
all aspects of life and to excel in all the 
fields. As for the coming election, we 
will participate with 35 candidates in

coordination with the joint Meeting 
Parties.

Q: There are several regional par­
ties in various Arab countries that 
follow the central National head 
quarters in Baghdad, how will these 
operate from now on? And what 
about electing a new head quarters 
elsewhere?

A: Let me start with the second 
question. The national head quarter is 
not abolished or canceled because it is 
elected not nominated, therefore it is 
still a legitimate leadership. And if any 
thing happened to it, changes and pro­
cedures would be done according to 
the negation and constitution of the 
Baath party, which goes as, mentioned 
to 1947. For the possibility of moving 
its location from Baghdad to any other 
Arab country, I can assure you that 
there is no hindrance except taking 
into consideration the political circum­
stance and the American pressures on 
Arab regimes. In the past the National 
head quarter has offices once in 
Damascus and another time in 
Lebanon. Going back to your question 
about how these parties going to oper­
ate “ now” I would emphasize that the 
relationship between the regional par­
ties and the National head quarter, 
which happened to take place in 
Baghdad as the capital of Baath revo­
lution, is a moral and historical. It is 
based on adopting the basic any great 
objectives, which are “Unity”, 
“Liberty” and Socialism as insepara­
ble and chorine objectives. Each 
regional party drams his programs and 
strategy from these objectives given a 
large space for different interpretation 
and visions according to the particu­
larities of each Arab country.

Q: How do you see the public 
stand? And what about democracy 
in Yemen, do you think it will be

more or less effective in the future?
A: Our people are highly patriotic 

and have a very deep sense of belong­
ing to the Arab and Islamic world. 
Since ages Yemeni people have car­
ried the message of Islam to the rest of 
the world and proved worthy of the 
praise that had been bestowed on 
them. Yemeni people have condemned 
this attack on Iraq strongly, for it is not 
only an attack on one country by on all 
the Arabic and Islamic nations as a 
whole. So it would not be strange that 
they sympathized and empathized 
with their brothers and sisters in Iraq.

The most that we aspire for today is 
that the country goes through honest 
and clean elections. Let’s hope that the 
government and all the political party 
take their responsibility in making

these elections work in a respectable 
manner under the regulations of the 
law. This way democracy not only will 
increase in Yemen but also the country 
would move to a better situation and a 
more free and liberal life.

Q: So what are the main princi­
ples of the Baath party and what do 
they signify?

A: As I mentioned our objectives 
which we consider them as great 
National objectives for the Arab 
Renaissance. Unity Freedom and 
Socialism as I mentioned are our 
objective, which we consider as the 
pretest National objectives for the 
Arab Renaissance. Our belief in 
“Unity” strengthening day after day 
when all people feel how week is the

“country-stale” which could not 
achieve any kind of a true progress or 
prosperity nor either stability or secu­
rity for its people, unity is our belief 
for power, strength and dignity come 
when all the Arab countries are togeth­
er, they don’t come with partition and 
divisions. This is the reason why our 
countries are weak today. The 
European union despite the differ­
ences between its members. For 
they’ve different languages, histories, 
ethnic and despite the long and bloody 
wars which they have gone through. 
Nevertheless, these countries could 
achieve their European union. While 
we as having one language, culture 
and history and facing the same chal­
lenges and threats we could not take 
any serious procedures to achieve this 
target. The freedom we seek is not the 
freedom of individuals only it is more 
important for us the freedom of 
nations and people. To be able to 
choose their destiny, independence 
and to take in control their decisions 
according to the upper national inter­
est. It is not only to able to speak and 
express one thought. Freedom for us 
means independence in using 
resources and utilizing the national 
interests of the country.

As for “socialism” it means for us 
equality in distribution and equal 
chances in everything. To versify pro­
duction based and open doors for pri­
vate, mix and government sectors to 
work on equal bases in away that 
would enhance the society and 
improve life for everyone.

Q: In the time while crises take 
place in the Arab world and Iraq is 
suffering from American and 
British occupation, the rest of the 
Arab world sits and watches, what 
can you say about the public and 
official responses will be next?

A: Although, currently Arab people

suffering mixed feeling of shock, 
anger and frustration, signs of objec- 
tion and protest are giving ways to 
revolting which will eventually over­
whelming all conspiring regimes. 
Those who are seen as tools at the 
hand of the Zionist American to 
achieve the Zionist dream “ your land 
Israel is from Al-Furat to the Nile”. We 
have seen Baghdad the capital of deep 
rooted civilization the symbol of the 
Arab -Islamic caliphate is being slain 
by the same knife which gives the 
green light for the terrorist Sharon to 
slay our brothers and sisters in 
Palestine. While Arab wealth and oil 
being subjected to the increasing 
appetite of the invasive and expanding 
Imperialistic Americans most Arab 
leaders give no consideration to the 
national interest nor give any respect 
to the interest of their people who are 
suffering from poverty, illiteracy, ill­
ness and backwardness. Surely Arab 
people today are becoming increasing­
ly aware, awake and capable of mak­
ing historical evaluation, in a sense 
that the invading forces and the ene­
mies of the Arab nation can not con­
tinue deceiving them and exploiting 
their wealth. People will not long 
stand “ outside and internal” tyranny 
and oppression. We have seen the 
masses coming out to the streets to 
demonstrate not only in the Arab 
world but all over the world including 
United State and Britain rejecting and 
condemning the war on Iraq as unjust 
and aggressive war which violated all 
the laws and charter of the united 
nation. The Anglo American aggres­
sion was condemned by the Security 
Council itself. Nevertheless, they led 
this war which Arab and Moslems 
consider it as a crusade in addition to 
its colonial dimensions thus exposing 
the international order peace, stability 
and Security to violence terrorism, 
hatred and the unknown future.

Dr. Bilqees Al-Hadrani
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Yemen Council of Businessmen & Investors:

Central Bank of Yemen-Commercial 
Banks relationship problematic

By Yemen Times Staff

A
 working paper prepared 

by the Yemen Council 
of Businessmen & 
Investors (YCBI) on 
the relationship 

between the Central Bank of Yemen 
(CBY) and Commercial Banks, pre­
sented recently to the Council of 
Ministers mentions that Yemeni and 
foreign banks seek to establish a rela­
tionship of cooperation, partnership 
and integration with the CBY. Those 
banks endeavor aims at surmounting 
the policies enforced by the CBY, 
which are distant from reforms and the 
policy of transformation determining 
the necessities of partnership relation 
between the parties based on coopera­
tion and integration. A policy pursued 
to meet the public and common 
because such aspired for model of rela­
tionship is almost non-existent. The 
paper presents a vision on the relation 
between the CBY and the commercial 
banks. The paper sums up the picture of 
that relation in general as follows:

1- The two parties existing relation­
ship is based on misunderstanding, a 
matter which constitutes a state of dif­
ferences. These differences would ulti­
mately produce mistakes the impact of 
which is negatively reflected on the 
kind of relationship between the CBY 
and commercial banks.

2- The relationship between the two 
sides is not established according to cri­
teria and rules of partnership. It has 
become built on an apparent ignoring 
of banks role in discussing policies 
relating to bank activity. The CBY does 
not accept the concept of opinion and 
other opinion and does not believe in 
participation and listening to others. 
Nothing embodies the two parties’ rela­
tion but sending inspection committee 
for punishing banks.

3- Unilateral extempore decisions 
are issued, and the banking sector is 
usually held responsible for their con­
sequences. This policy makes the bank­
ing sector loses

capability of dealing with require­
ments of activating banking work 
according to rules fixed for it.

The paper has divided the nature of 
the relationship between the CBY and 
the commercial banks into categories or 
rather chapters. The first chapter of 
that relation is under the heading of " 
Banks role and restricted function”. It 
says the central bank imposes such 
restrictions on the banks which make 
them unable to play their roles. 
Resulting of those restraints are: a- the 
Yemeni and foreign banks do not play 
major roles in investment activity and 
most of their activities are focused on 
funding short-range activities restricted 
to financing trade and small enterpris­
es, b- local and foreign banks do not 
play a role in financing invested by the 
"Policy of monitoring foreign curren­

cy”. Yemen’s revenues of foreign cur­
rency are mainly from oil, while other 
forms of revenues from tourism and 
expatriates remittances have dwindled. 
Thus 90 percent of the mechanism gov­
erning the foreign currency has been 
rendered to the central bank. So in its 
turn must shoulder the responsibility 
for preserving the value of the national 
currency against collapse But the cen­
tral bank has adopted rule of specula­
tion by adopting a policy of speculating 
with currency for realizing profit and 
interference through point for point, 
justifying that with not giving specula­
tors a chance to seize a large portion of 
currency reserve. Practical experiments 
have proved that this supposition is 
incorrect. The sudden rise of the dollar 
value in one week and without the pres­
ence of any banking justification and 
the way the bank has treated that Crisis 
according to profiting policy, did not 
stop that rise but it was rather a cause 
for its rise. Instead of providing support 
for the national currency, the central 
bank followed a policy of selling the 
dollar according to progressive prices. 
That has given way to the belief that the 
central bank supports raising the dollar 
price. This is regrettably a problematic 
in the existing relationship between the 
central bank and commercial banks. 
This has produced a state of affairs 
characterized by: 1- the central pursuit 
of an unclear unilateral policy con­

cerning the dealing with exchange rates 
and price fluctuation that has led to the 
rial instability despite of the big 
reserves the central bank possesses 
enabling it to enhance strength of the 
national currency, keeping economic 
stability and generating confidence in 
the national currency as this represents 
a significant importance for attracting 
local and foreign investments, 2- the 
central bank does not have a vision of 
dealing with market requirements and 
estimation of sudden rise in demand for 
foreign currency. Incapability in assess­
ing those requirements would make the 
central bank be surprised by rise in the 
demand exceeding the proportion of the 
supply in the market, resulting in 
depriving the national currency of abil­
ity to face the situation and creates 
severe confusion in price change, 3- 
this policy adopted by the central bank 
does not form a cover for providing 
economic and price stability the gov­
ernment has been seeking for achieving 
it in its economic program, 4- the poli­
cy followed by the central bank has 
proved its failure in protecting the 
national currency against sudden dis­
turbances. Essentially its policy should 
be founded on the necessity of continu­
ous interference by providing a cover 
for the market needs in the way 
enabling it to make the dollar exchange 
rate close to a reasonable price and, 5- 
the criterion of creating confidence for 
the local and foreign investors regard­
ing reality of local investments is con-

nected to achieving stability of the local 
currency.

The third chapter takes the heading 
of " The bank’s monitoring policy”. 
Central banks’ monitoring of commer­
cial banks activities is one of the func­
tions assigned to them in order to pre­
serve money of depositors and stock­
holders against misusage or fraud in 
avoidance of any ill effect that may 
arise against the national economy and 
the country’s financial and monetary 
situation that could expose the country 
to financial disasters. But in the Yemeni 
example of this relation has created 
complicated problems with auditor’s 
administration at the central bank. At 
most cases the banks do not know what 
the central bank’s inspectors are look­
ing for. The bank’s inspection commit­
tees do not follow clear-cut and objec­
tive monitoring criteria. Their work is 
characterized by personal considera­
tions and the personal dimension of the 
inspection members and their focus on 
finding or fabricating violations, think­
ing that the ideal measurement of effi­
ciency is the discovery of as much as 
possible examples of violations, 
whether they are real or fabricated. It is 
not an aspect of justice to place future 
and destiny of the commercial banks 
under the mercy and judgment of 
inspectors some of whom do not enter­
tain enough banking experience and do 
not follow an objective way in inspec­
tion. To solve this problem the paper 
suggests that opportunity should be 
provided for each bank having a griev­
ance against the report by the commit­
tee to challenge credibility of the report 
and the bank’s opinion should be lis­
tened to by a committee for revising. 
The paper proposes that the committee 
should comprise the deputy mayor of 
the central bank as chairman and the 
membership of a representative of the 
monitoring at the bank, representative 
for the banks and a representative for 
the Yemen Council of Businessmen and 
Investors.

The fourth chapter deals with " 
Decision of raising proportion of for­
eign currency reserve”. The CBY has 
issued an obligatory decision on raising 
the foreign monetary reserve to 20 per­
cent and without interests. This deci­
sion as looked at as a coercive one void 
of its economic and useful value as it 
affects the banks centers relation with 
their correspondents abroad because 
they grant an interest less than the 
world rate. This has helped transfer 
some savings in foreign currency to 
foreign banks. This measure would 
lead to the escape abroad of foreign 
currency revenues. In order to sur­
mount this problem resulting from the 
CBY policies the YCBI proposes:

- the adoption of a clear banking and 
monetary policy depending on scientif­
ic approach and continuous economic 
assessment and its convenience to suc­
cess. The CBY should be more effec­

tive and capable of protecting the 
national currency,

- continuous interference by the 
CBY to meet needs of foreign currency 
and enhance the balance of supply and 
demand and following a policy of cov­
ering value of strategic credits through 
direct relationship with commercial 
banks and through offering necessary 
documents, provided that the Central 
Bank secures demand of credits at the 
exchange price circulated in the mar­
ket,

- in case of a sudden rise in foreign 
currencies exchange we see the CBY 
should interfere with reasonable 
amounts of money realizing balance of 
the supply and demand, not allowing 
the retreat of the national currency 
value and that is in realization of the 
principle of confidence,

-reconsideration of he CBY policy 
that depends on the basis of selling at a 
highest price and dealing should be 
done through dealing with the realistic 
price of the currency,

- reconsideration of the bank’s deci­
sion issued on January 20, 2003 per­
taining to increasing the proportion of 
the compulsory reserve of the foreign 
currency inside to avoid its transfer 
abroad, resulting from not gaining of a 
convenient rate of return from those 
savings and keeping the level of reserve 
at its former condition and counting 
interest on banks’ compulsory reserve. 
This would help support the banks’ 
positions regarding their assets of hard 
currencies,

- engaging the YCBI, Banks Society 
and Commercial & Islamic Banks in 
studying important decisions relating to 
banking activity in the country before 
their issuance and to setup joint plans to 
solve any problems facing the national 
economy and development plans.

In conclusion the report confirmed 
that relation problematic between the 
CBY and the banks is considered a 
most important issue the report sees the 
necessity of overcoming it and to estab­
lish a more effective relationship based 

on the basis of partnership on which the 
government banking policies was 
founded in its reform program. In con­
solidation of this role the YCBI 
believes that the government has adopt­
ed expansion of the Central Bank’s 
board of directors’ membership by ele­
ments from outside of the bank. The 
council sees this is a good initiative 
towards achievement of partnership 
and proposes that this membership be 
based on understanding and coordina­
tion between the CBY, YCBI and banks 
society and commercial banks. The aim 
is to establish a mode of integration, 
cooperation and partnership which a 
basic necessity under the local and 
world changes and under circum­
stances the country is in need of mus­
tering all efforts. For achieving this 
objective the paper proposes the:

-formation of a consultative and 
coordinating body including the CBY 
and the YCBI and the commercial 
banks under a decree by the council of 
ministers and to be endorsed legally 
later. The committee should comprise 
the CBY as chairman and the YCBI and 
the banks society, local and foreign 
banks and relevant economic and edu­
cational institutions as members. The 
body’s tasks are:

- enriching the monetary and bank­
ing policies in the republic of Yemen 
for realization of stability in exchange 
price and development of banking per­
formance in enhancement of economic 
development and economic reforms,

-discussing and enrichment of credit 
policies in the way making them sup­
portive for development and invest­
ment activity in Yemen,

- consolidation of relations between 
the central bank and other banks in the 
manner serving the monetary and bank­
ing policy,

- establishment of strong and cooper­
ative relations between local banks and 
regional and world financial institu­
tions aimed at providing guarantees and 
financing for investment projects in 
Yemen.

Central Bank of Yemen in Sana’a- YT photo

Customers active in CBY- YT photo

Tadhamon International Islamic bank in Sana’a - YT photo

The Road 
Ahead

The 
Entrepreneurship 

Dream

By Raidan A. Al-Saqqaf
r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

A
n entrepreneur is 
someone who sets 
up and runs his own 
small business, will­
ing to take that risk 
in search for profit.

Entrepreneurship is one of the most 
important concepts in capitalism, 
because entrepreneurs shift econom­
ic resources from an area of lower 
productivity into an area of higher 
productivity and greater yield, so 
that they can earn more money.

Entrepreneurship has become the 
new great American dream, it is a 
reason behind some of the dramatic 
cultural shifts during the last forty 
years in the United States, people 
there no longer want to work for 
two cars and a nice house; given the 
choice of being the managers of 
their own companies they opt for 
the better; to start their own busi­
nesses and become entrepreneurs.

Can that be our dream too? Yes it 
can, but that isn’t as easy as it 
sounds. Entrepreneurship needs 
more than a special collection of 
skills like the ability to take enor­
mous risks and a great desire to cre­
ate wealth. In fact, it needs individ­
uals who can spot good business 
opportunities before they arise, and 
take advantage of them.

Starting a new business means 
asking hard questions, questions like 
"Is this idea feasible?, why it 
should / shouldn’t work, why am I 
the one to make it work, what is the 
worst that can happen, and do I 
have the right combination for suc­
cess, and more importantly, do I 
have the sources of finance and 
training?, because these two are the 
biggest setbacks for Yemeni entre­
preneurs. Sometimes it seems easier 
to swim across the ocean than to get 
a loan. To add, it was found out that 
most entrepreneurs who had the 
right formula tor success but didn't 
make it, failed due to financial rea­
sons.

On the other hand, our business 
education system doesn’t help cre­
ate entrepreneurs; because our busi­
ness curricula are based on the 
assumption that students have 
already enrolled and have jobs, in 
spite of assuming that students will 
be the creators and owners of their 
own businesses.

Many developed countries try to 
create a positive atmosphere for 
entrepreneurs in order to encourage 
their capitalist attempts and wealth 
creation, because entrepreneurship 
is the key to economic growth, a 
country that promotes innovation 
and entrepreneurship will surly 
emerge stronger in the future, and 
this is the dream.

Promoting entrepreneurship in 
our country can be done through 
providing guidance from school 
level to insert the dream of having 
your own business one day in the 
minds of tomorrow’s entrepreneurs. 
And provide better financial 
facili- ties and training to  today
entrepreneurs, and to enhance entre- 
prenenrship education to our unem- 
ployed youth to go and create their 
own jobs Otherwise, what good is 
business education if fresh business 
graduates only load the rate of 
unemployment, leading us into a sit- 
uation of jobless economic growth?

Endnote: our ticket to economic 
revival maybe in the hands of our 
entrepreneurs, and encouraging 
them ensures our economic revival, 
encouraging people to dream of 
owning their own businesses.
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Words of Wisdom

One of the most important indicators of a new spirit 
and new system in Yemen is the degree of respect 
for the law. In this respect, law enforcement is 
something unimportant. Not only that, but the law is 
more than violated by the very people who should 
enforce it or at least who serve as role models for the 
public.
Thus, the law has lost lots of its prestige.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Democracy’s 
price

F
 or the first time in years, a sense of optimism 
has been felt throughout Yemen concerning 
Yemen’s democratic process. Elections have 
been to a large extent carried out fairly com­
pared to earlier elections. Competition 

between the ruling party and its closest opposition rival 
has been as tense as can be. In many constituencies, 
results could have gone either way. People have been 
able to rally for opposition parties so openly using all 
sorts of media organs including TV and radio.

Yes, there may have been some shortcomings, and 
indeed there may have been abuses by state-run media 
organs, but overall, there is improvement in the aware­
ness of voters and transparency of this year’s elections.

Opposition parties themselves have expressed relative 
satisfaction with the preparations and organization of the 
elections. Much fewer complaints were filed compared 
to earlier elections. This in itself is a sign that we are 
moving in the right path.

I just hope that opposition parties would rather 
encourage the positive steps taken rather than ignore 
them and simply attack the government on every occa­
sion.

There is no doubt that President Saleh has become 
quite convinced that democracy in its glorious meaning 
is the right way to build a free and prosperous country. 
We are proud that President Saleh emerged as the presi­
dent for all Yemenis. He has not sided directly or indi­
rectly with or against any of the competing parties and 
candidates. This expresses a degree of maturity that 
reflects a wise commitment to democratizing Yemen 
fully and with no reservations. It is simply an irre­
versible path, and President Saleh has been and must 
always be neutral when it comes to elections because he 
is the president of the whole country with all the parties 
and entities representing it.

President Saleh should also accept the results no mat­
ter how they are. If his own party the General People’s 
Congress (GPC) gets defeated in any of the districts, 
then he should accept this as the price to pay in any 
democracy. The days when the GPC was the sole and 
only power center has gone, and now there is room for 
others to participate if Yemenis want them to.

The spirit of democracy and freedom should be 
implanted in leaders of all political parties, especially the 
ruling party. Everything depends on the will of the peo­
ple. If the public doesn’t want the GPC to go on ruling 
on its own, then they have the right to vote for the oppo­
sition so as to have a share in ruling the new govern­
ment. However, if the people continue to support the 
GPC to represent the government alone, let it be.

I personally believe that if the GPC loses seats to the 
opposition, then that would only enhance the president’s 
reputation and not the contrary because it is he who 
insisted on making the elections free and hence allowing 
free competition.

President Saleh has realized that in order to have a true 
democracy, there should always be sacrifice and giving 
away of room for others to participate.

Every democracy has a price, and I am glad that our 
leadership has realized that.

The Editor
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War on the people of Iraq

“You will not 
succeed in the end”

By Mohammed Ahmed Nasser
Aden

T
hroughout my life-time 
and as far as I can remem­
ber no invaders arc wel­
come into any country 
regardless of the oppres­

sion the people of those may have suf­
fered and will not be received with 
boutiques of flowers or music as the 
cunent US administration has been 
telling its own people and the whole 
world which now turned to a mislead­
ing trick to usurp the wealth of an Arab 
nation and colonize its people, and this 
was confirmed by the stiff resistance 
shown by the people and their heroic 
defense for their country in spite of the 
fact of the superiority in the weapons 
used and the pretexts offered to disarm 
Iraq of some of its weapons by the UN 
inspectors.

The editor-in-chief in his editorial 
‘What if’ was absolutely right in rais­
ing the many points questioning the 
consequences of the planned and there­
after ugly and inhumane war against 
the people of Iraq under false slogan 
which only serves American arrogance 
and agreed for what belongs to others 
fabricating ceaseless justifications for 
itself to continue to drain Arab Gulf 
treasuries to support the faltering

American economy at the expense of 
some Arab puppet regimes. All the 
respondents from the USA to the afore­
said editorial seemed to have been 
brainwashed by their own country 
News media and the arguments they 
have presented were evidently influ­
enced by a misleading campaign. By 
portraying the Iraqi President as a bru­
tal and oppressive ruler who must 
leave his country which they have 
failed up to now by subjecting the Iraqi 
people to almost 13 years of siege and 
sanctions and the daily bombardment 
by air of the country with no UN man­
date. Even the on-going war on the 
people of Iraq is not authorized by the 
UN security council and yet the 
American are still calling it ‘War to lib­
erate Iraq’ which is in truth is turning 
to liberating them from life by using 
the most sophisticated weapons and 
dropping 2- ton bombs on residential 
areas killing women, children, and the 
elderly as well as attacking hospitals.

May I ask those persons defending 
the US policy about this ugly war, does 
your president differ as a tyrant from 
the Iraqi president in launching his war 
against the Arab people of Iraq for 
political ambitions for re-election to 
appear as a victorious president who 
reached the white house by court ruling 
and revive the US economy with the

blood of the Iraqi people and shame­
lessly began even to issue bids for re­
construction of Iraq after the departure 
of Saddam? The unjust war unleashed 
on the heroic people of Iraq will not 
lead to the defeat of this courageous 
Arab country but the human losses on 
both sides will be very heavy.

Permit me to take this opportunity 
just to remind those liberators to- be 
and those who support them as the sub­
servient British prime minister as well 
as others, what have you achieved 
when the US tried to liberate Vietnam 
form communism, Lebanon, Korea, 
Somali land and the Philippines and 
the end result was resistance and driv­
ing them out.

The American administration is 
completely ignorant of the Arab psyche 
up to now and fails to understand that 
Iraq and the Arab world will not be an 
easy to be taken over and ruled by an 
American General or military presence 
and remember that the Palestinian 
resistance to the Israeli occupation has 
been going on for 53 years despite the 
superiority of Israeli military machine. 
As for the so-called opposition parties 
working under the American umbrella 
and money, they will not be able to rule 
Iraq because of the nature of the Iraqi’s 
and it is not like Afghanistan. So, bet­
ter withdraw now before it is too late.

Somali refugees...

We still suffer
By Mohammed Hagi Ali Mohammed

B
ecause of the prolonged 
crisis in horn of Africa, 
the Somali refugees in 
Yemen facing a very dif­
ficult moment and are 

actually troubled by two main problems. 
Firstly, they have as yet no prospect to 
return to their own country due to the 
fact that the various factions resulting 
from the collapse of the former regime 
have, virtually, fallen into the trap of 
endless tribal hostility which, practically, 
turned the country into a scorched earth 
and nullified all the efforts were made 
during the past ten years purposely is 
find a solution to the problem which has 
been tormenting the Somali people for 
so long time. It’s no wonder, more than 
400 thousand refugees took refugee in 
neighboring countries where they live in 
dire need. Almost the entire population 
is poverty-stricken, starvation, diseases 
and violence reigned throughout the 
country as the international community 
abolished any commitment toward it. 
Secondly, they do not receive any assis­
tance from the local UNHCR in contrast 
to other refugees in other parts of the 
world, who benefit. A wide range of 
assistance provided by the international 
institution most community tn the form

of food, shelter, medical assistance, edu­
cation etc. in other words, the efforts of 
the local UNHCR in have not served to 
accomplish. Any thing more than a bit of 
humanitarian relief (over the past ten 
years) devoted, completely, to those 
refugees living in refugee camps in Aden 
and elsewhere in Yemen. The rest of the 
Somali refugees living in urban Arabs 
the only benefit they gain from being 
registered with the office of the local 
UNHCR is the medical assistance which 
is provided by the refugee health center 
which is not equipped adequately and 
lacks a well furnished pharmacy, and 
qualified doctors as well. The problem of 
Somali refugees was intensified when 
the pharmacy of the center interrupts the 
provision of the drugs to the patients, 
especially those patients who are affect­
ed by diabetes and blood pressure. The 
interruption which is due to lack of the 
drugs in the pharmacy caused the 
patients to spend an agonizing 6 months 
trying to get the required drugs for loan 
so that to avoid their health condition 
getting worse. At the beginning of the 
current year when new refugee id card 
were used in replacement of the old ones 
and a new administration was estab­
lished in the bosom of the local UNHCR, 
our great expectation was to see also a 
turning in the assistance program which

remains in variable although many criti­
cism have been directed to the local 
UNHCR office and others published on 
local newspapers. The reactions were 
incalculable. The most notable being an 
article written by Mr. Daneshvar, the for­
mer UNHCR representative in Yemen, in 
respond to Mr. Abucar’s Article. 
Nevertheless, the UNHCR official has 
only protected in his article himself and 
the international institution from the crit­
icism during his term, which was, char­
acterized by a constant reduction of the 
relief aids which were being provided 
parsimoniously. It would be absurd to 
imagine that except for a few individuals 
who depends for their sustenance upon 
remittances coming abroad from their 
close relatives who are themselves 
refugees, the remaining depends for their 
survival upon petty cash’s their children 
gain by doing jobs such as washing car 
and domestic servants instead of going 
to school like other children. The prob­
lem is not that the needs are far greater 
than the available resources as the 
responsible of the local UNHCR claim. 
It is their attitude of complete indiffer­
ence toward the sufferings of these 
refugees. Nevertheless, most of the 
Somali refugees whether they in urban 
Arab or not are now concerned about 
their health conditions.

There is no ideal freedom 
There is no true freedom 

anywhere in this world, 
yet. As an American I have a 
sense of freedom, but not true 
freedom. I can’t just get on a 
plane and fly to Turkey and 
just go anywhere I please, or 
China or Iran without permis­
sion and papers. France of all 
countries helped us achieve 
our freedom, I believe we 
returned the favor in WW2, 
yet they’re free to choose not 
to help us in Iraq. Germany, 
also chose to decline. Yet as a 
conquered country, cut off 
from humanitarian aid we 
made sure with the Berlin 
Airlift that aid got through. 
China suffered greatly at the 
hands of the Japanese, who 
came to their aid? Yet they 
were free to attack us in 
Korea. WWII was over 50 
years ago. a very short time 
age as man goes. True 
Freedom will only be 
achieved when man as a 
whole has worldwide free­
dom to come and go as they

please, express their views 
without fear of retribution, 
where religion is respected 
by all, regardless who they 
chose to worship. The only 
way to ‘True Freedom’ is for 
every man, woman, and child 
to honor all men, women and 
children as equals with no 
stipulations whatsoever. 
Then we can fight wars 
together as mankind against 
disease, pestilence and 
hunger.

Charles Buehner 
FLA.USA 

Buecharles@aol.com

YT: 12 years 
and still growing

Your paper keeps getting 
better. And the conver­
sations that are ongoing; I 

wouldn’t have thought them 
possible.

Change is not only diffi­
cult. it is usually unwelcome. 
War unleashes energy, ques­
tions values and can set new 
expectations.

The question is: To what

end will the energy be 
applied? There are structures 
in many countries that kept 
civilizations arrested, 
economies stalled and chil­
dren with limited futures. The 
energy may go to solving 
these problems, or it can be 
channeled into hate.

Dave Lockhorn 
Cincinnati, Ohio - USA 

nightshift@fuse. net

You should be 
ashamed of yourselves 

Your editorial staff is 
composed of the worst 

kind of self-serving, 
pompous, bigots. They prom­
ulgate myths and unfounded 
rumors. And, by their actions, 
stereotype their own people 
as ignorant and backward. 
Repeating lies and half-truths 
in print to inflame the masses 
is the worst crime a journalist 
can commit in modern socie­
ty. You make fools of your­
selves and your people in 
front of the entire world.

You should all be ashamed

of yourselves.
Michael E. Reed 

Kansas, USA 
mreed@hotmail.com

An American soldier’s 
mother speaks

I read the opinions of many 
and I have always won­
dered how so many can lay 

their heads down at night and 
truly rest. I feel that the 
Middle East has been in so 
much turmoil. The Iraqi peo­
ple have lived in a suppressed 
state for so long, it is truly 
sad. I only hope that the 
entire Arab nation can some­
day thank the US soldiers 
including my 27-year-old son 
who went there to fight for 
their freedom. I feel that the 
Arab world hates Americans 
despite the fact that all we 
truly want is peace...

A Mother of a soldier 
Gail Nobrega

Hague400@aol.com

More letters on 
page 18 & 19

COMMON 
SENSE

By Hassan Al-Haifi

Political Islam:
The Shiite way
L

ast week, the Americans in Iraq got a taste of 
one of the most interesting phenomenon in 
Islam: the Memorial Tribute to Al-Hussein 
Bin Ali Bin Abu Talib, the revered grandson 
of the Prophet Mohammed (PAUP). The sig­

nificance of this event is that it highlights one of the para­
mount events in Shiite customs. The significance of this 
event to the Americans is that it underscores the point that 
freedom and political rights are nothing new to Islam. In 
fact, Islam was the first spiritual and social movement 
that underscored the importance of the political participa­
tion of the constituency long before Robespierre, Thomas 
Paine and others demanded “No taxation without repre­
sentation” (over a thousand years before them). This is 
important in order to let it be known to all those emails 
and White House contenders, who think otherwise, that 
“freedom” and civil liberties are vital and dynamic issues 
in Islam and are not just their baby. They are probably 
even more important than the mechanical worship rites, 
to which some of the misguided Moslem constituencies 
have devoted 99% of their energy to at the expense of 
these real fundamental social tenets of Islam. The Shiites 
in Karbala were emphasizing their determination to carry 
on the struggle initiated by Hussein in his struggle against 
the Omayyad Caliphs, who at that time in the Seventh 
Century have imposed a tyrannical regime in the Moslem 
State, which Islam totally abhors, and against all forms of 
tyranny that followed. That is why the Shiites were the 
most vocal opponents to Saddam’s regime and sacrificed 
thousands of people in their fight against the regime, 
while Washington was buddy-buddy with Saddam. That 
is also why the Shiite regime in Iran was very effective in 
removing the tyrannical rule of the Shah of Iran, 
Mohammed Reza Pahlavhi, while the United States used 
to consider the latter “their policeman in the region”. 
Thus, we really have no reason to have to be reminded 
about what rights and liberties are, since it was in fact 
Islam, which introduced these concepts to the West in the 
first place. In fact, Benjamin Franklin was quoted as say­
ing, that Islam was an important source for encouraging 
the development of the fight for civil liberties in the West.

On the other hand, the commemorations in Karbala 
were an astute reminder to the newly implanted invaders 
in Iraq that they are far from receiving total submission of 
the Iraqi and Moslem World for this invasion. 
Accordingly, there is really no need to continue with this 
aggrandizement of the invasion as deliverance of the 
Iraqis from the tyrannical rule of Saddam Hussein. For 
one thing, if they had truly been considerate of the Iraqis, 
the Americans should not have helped Saddam to power 
in the first place and supported most of his demonic activ­
ities in the region for a decade or so, until he got carried 
away with himself and invaded Kuwait.

For those who are unfamiliar with the way Islam is 
manifested in this world, it is not difficult to summarize 
briefly the major features that distinguish the Islamic 
sects from one another, thus one can at least clarify some 
issues. First of all from a spiritual conceptual standpoint, 
as much as it may be exaggerated at times, even by some 
misguided Moslems, there are basically no differences 
among Moslems with regards to their monotheistic con­
cepts and the Five Pillars of Islam, etc. The differences 
really come down to some of the political and social ram­
ifications introduced by Islam, which have become cor­
rupted to a certain extent by religious scholars that served 
the interests of despotic rulers over the ages since the 
dawn of Islam. The Shiites, realizing that Al-Hussein 
fought against the tyranny of the Moslem despots in his 
age tend to be the more active adherents to the important 
social regime, which Islam envisioned for the world 
(Islam is, after all, a universal message). Moreover, Islam 
introduced political tolerance to a significant level to the 
point where exemplary Moslem rulers over the ages 
(namely the First Four Caliphs and some other Moslem 
rulers that followed later on) would dwell in tears, if they 
heard that a member of their constituency complained of 
an injustice here and there. During the rule of one of the 
more enlightened of the Omayyad Caliphs (in the Eighth 
Century, Omer Bin Abdul-Aziz), it is reported that there 
was not one beggar to be found throughout the Moslem 
State then, because of his strict application of the social 
justice that Islam demanded and his personal attention to 
handling all grievances against corrupt or malevolent 
deputies or officers.

The Shiites therefore look to Hussein Bin Ali, as a 
benevolent manifestation of the calls for social justice 
and civil liberties that Islam demands and his willingness 
to sacrifice his life for these important elements in Islam 
gave rise to the reinforcement of the Shiite Moslem con­
stituency. The Shiite Sect originates back to the people 
who followed Hussein’s father Ali [the Fourth Caliph (the 
word Shi’a in Arabic means followers; i.e. the followers 
of Ali) after the death of the Prophet Mohammed (PAUP). 
Ali was also well recognized by all Moslems (Sunnis and 
Shiites) as the originator of the Social Contract that Islam 
truly implanted as a basis for government, which 
Moslems have somehow overlooked. Such political 
notions were later picked was up by many Western 
Scholars as a basis for their drive for political freedom 
and social justice, and thus its application in the West, to 
a certain extent.

This is the crux of the issues that really now govern the 
situation in Iraq, and it will not be difficult for the Shiites 
and Sunnis of Iraq to come to terms, notwithstanding the 
false notions that many “experts” like to convey that the 
Sunni-Shiite “split” is an important element in the shap­
ing of the future of Iraq. Both sects certainly view the 
American continued presence and influence as anathema 
to the social and political freedoms which Islam calls for. 
Make no mistake about that!
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Priority to adopt by the allies in post-war Iraq

Restore security
By Mohammed Khidr
Yemen Times staff
mmkhidr@yahoo.com

T
he Anglo-American inva­
sion forces have now 
almost come to the end of 
their military operations in 
Iraq and succeeded in the 

removal of Saddam Hussein regime in 
Iraq, the main aim declared by the 
American-British alliance. Before the 
start of their military campaign on 
Iraq, though it lacks any international 
or legal authorization, the allies prom­
ised for months before that they would 
go to the war on the Iraqi regime for 
liberating its people and to help them 
get freedom and democracy. They 
promised to attack only the regime and 
would not inflict any harm on the peo­
ple. What happened over more than 
three weeks of the most ferocious and 
brutal military strikes on Iraq have 
resulted in total destruction of almost 
everything in that country. The allies’ 
bombardment did not spare hospitals, 
civilian residential quarters, and civil­
ian infrastructure of economy, water 
supplies, electricity, communications 
and others. Military bombardment did 
not exclude edifices, such as universi­
ties, cultural centres and museums 
which subsequently came under an 
unprecedented looting and sabotage 
acts under the eyes of the occupying 
troops who did not bother themselves 
even to guard those edifices. Death toll 
among the Iraqi population exceeded 
hundreds of thousands of innocent 
children, women and old people. The 
whole country is rendered into rubble, 
the reconstruction of which would take 
months and years and to cost hundreds 
of billions of dollars. All the Iraqi mil­
itary, security and civilian institutions 
have been destroyed and disappeared, 
leaving behind a very dangerous polit­
ical, security and social vacuum preva­
lent by chaos, embodied by organized 
acts of looting and hooliganism never 
experienced in this country which had 
always been the cradle of first human 
civilizations ever known in human his­
tory. All these tragic pictures are seen 
on world TV channels the world over 
and nobody can deny them. It has 
become clear that the " shock and 
awe” policy was really meant for the 
people of Iraq in the first place, rather 
than the Iraqi regime, a tangible 
impression expressed by huge seg­
ments of the Iraqi population.

Of course the Anglo-American ally 
strategists who have planned for this 
war have had in mind their own 
designs and goals of their aggression 
and occupation other than those 

declared with regard to interests of the 
Iraqi people. They are plans aimed to 
re-shape the political and social map 
stipulated in their strategy concerning 
the region, in accordance with the 
allies’ interests and ambitions, mainly 
economic and political, and the protec­
tion of their forward colonialist base 
Israel.

The declared objectives of the allies’ 
military campaign on Iraq claim an 
effort for providing ‘‘freedom and 
democracy” for the people of Iraq. The 
allied forces in Iraq, especially the 
American marines and Special Forces, 
are now committing a very grave mis­
take. They have been behaving as an 
occupying, not liberating, force in the 
way they are treating the Iraqis with 
excessive violence and showing an 
indiscriminate skepticism towards 
Iraqi citizens. By this behaviour they 
would not be able to win the people 
confidence in them, especially after 
their indifferent attitude when the 
cities came under waves of looting of 
government, civil institutions, hospi­
tals and even the cultural centres, par­
ticularly museums. This indifference 
resulted over many days in total 
destruction of those institutions and 
the burning of their contents of furni­
ture, equipment and documents of high 
importance and sensitivity. Although 
keeping security and protection of the 
people life and property is the respon­
sibility of the occupying forces under 
Geneva conventions, the Anglo- 
American forces adopted a negative 
stand in this respect and let chaos and 
crimes prevalent everywhere in the 
country. How then would the Anglo- 
American troops expect the people to 
welcome them? Another grave mistake 
made by the American administration 
officials is allowing some of the Iraqi 
exiled opposition elements, especially 
those who are pro the U.S. intelligence 
and the Pentagon, to enter the country 
with their own gunmen and to install 
themselves as leaders in the cities 
under alleged attempts to restore order 
and stability in the country and to 
speak and behave on behalf of all 
Iraqis. They even seized some public 
and private buildings and took them as 
headquarters for their organisations, an 
act resembling confiscation and occu­
pation. It is to be perceived in the first 
place that those elements have no pop­
ular base inside the Iraqi political pub­
lic opinion and many of them were 
part and parcel of the deposed regime. 
Some of them have been outside Iraq 
for decades and do not know what 
changes and suffering have been tak­
ing place on the ground. The people of 
Iraq bear special sensitivity and skepti­
cism towards most of them and thus 
they refuse them to be their leaders, 
neither at present nor in the future.

The most urgent tasks the occupying 
forces must give priority to, are 
restoration of order and security 
throughout the country and providing 
water, electricity, health and other nec­
essary services including re-opening 
the schools and universities where 
studies were interrupted because of the 
war. The war has left every walk of life 
in Iraq, especially the economic, in the 
worst chaotic condition and this 
requires urgent action and measures to 
return them to their normal condition 
as quick as possible, for otherwise the 
consequences will be detrimental to 
the Anglo-American forces in the first 
place.

Concerning restoration of public 
services functioning, Iraq is already 
well-organized institutionalized coun­
try and the occupying forces need not 
much effort to re-organize them, par­
ticularly the personnel who were run­
ning those institutions. The change 
could include only the senior heads of 
those institutions related to the former 
regime. They would have to send 
urgent calls to employees to go to their 
departments at various ministries and 
installations. The fact that the 
Americans and British have to under­
stand is that the majority, if not all of 
the employees are not and were not 
really politically loyal to the regime 
but because of their needs and the 
regime’s strict conditions they were 
obliged to pretend to be so. Even in the 
police and the army the majority are 
forced to declare their political alle­
giance to the ruling party. This is a 
very urgent task to be carried out by 
the allied forces in order to restore nor­
mality to the life of the Iraqis.

Regarding the political aspect both 
American and British administrations 
must understand that the Iraqis are not 
a society divided into conflicting reli­
gious sects and ethnic groups. It is a 
very homogeneous society. True the 
Iraqi society is comprised of Arabs, 
Kurds, Turkomans and other minori­
ties but they are not living in secluded 
closed areas. Muslims; Sunnis and 
Shiites live together in every city and 
village in Iraq and they are inter-mar­
ried. They, on many occasions, even 
perform prayers at the same mosques 
and other worshipping places. 
Sectarian divisions and incitements are 
sometimes performed by certain polit­
ical factions for certain political pur­
poses in application of the principle of 
divide and rule. Christians and other 
religions are not excluded for this state 
of harmony seen in Iraq.

Arabs, Kurds, Turkomans and other 
nationalities live everywhere in Iraq 
and many families are a mixture of 
these nationalities. That is why there 
no danger of a possibility of conflicts 
occurring between nationalities form­

ing the Iraqi society’s fabric. Only 
political organisations of those ethnic 
groups could for certain narrow inter­
ests excite such differences. This reli­
gious and ethnical harmony has been 
so for many centuries and will remain 
so for centuries to come. The Iraqis are 
proud of this situation in their society. 
Iraq is in fact a harmonious multi-reli­
gious and multi-national society. 
Therefore, maintaining Iraq’s territori­
al integrity is a very essential task and 
obligation the allied forces should take 
into consideration if they want actual­
ly to maintain peace and stability in the 
region as a whole.

One of the most urgent tasks the 
American-British allies must hasten to 
do is to restore the normal political life 
in Iraq. They have to genuinely pro­
vide sincere opportunities for the 
Iraqis to re-organize their political life. 
The Americans and the British should 
comprehend fully that the inside oppo­
sition is the party that directly suffered 
from consequences of former regime’s 
policies and they are more righteous to 
re-organize their political life in utter 
freedom without anything options 
imposed on them by external forces or 
by some political elements who have 
been living for long periods of time in 
America and Europe without directly 

suffering from imprisonment or sup­
pression of the regime, but rather liv­
ing in peace and leading stable life 
there. The inside opposition has cer­
tain sensitivity towards those ele­
ments, especially towards those who 
were for some time part of the regime. 
There is in Iraq a very strong and well- 
organized underground political oppo­
sition and due to fierce suppression it 
was not able express itself freely and 
loudly. It is a serious mistake and 
would result adversely if the 
Americans or the British try to impose 
or give support to the outside political 
elements or organisations at the 
expense of the inside political parties 
and organisations for such a stand 
would lead to political instability and 
conflict and the allies would be blamed 
for that and they will face strong resist­
ance.

The U.S.-British alliance has to has­
ten in taking whatever necessary 
measures and arrangements to shorten 
the military presence in the country 
and help quick installation of an inter­
im governance to undertake running 
the country as a prelude to preparing a 
permanent constitution and democratic 
legislative elections. And this should 
be at the same pace with introducing 
administrative and economic reforms 

touching directly life of the people. 
The longer the military presence of the 
allies stay in Iraq the more chances of 
resistance would arise against such a 
presence and the people will get con­
vinced that the British and the 
Americans have really attacked their 
country, with all the devastation and 
chaos resulting from it, just to occupy 
and colonize it. Longer military occu­
pation would create a struggle for end­
ing it either peacefully or by force. So 
far the allied forces behaviour and 
measures have created an impression 
of suspect towards the real intentions 
of the allies among the Iraqi people 
and unless these suspicions are 
removed, the consequences would not 
be in favour of the Anglo-American 
campaign. Whatever they do and how­
ever capable they think are of, the 
American-British allies must not try to 
act alone in re-building the political 
and government system and re-con- 
struction in Iraq, and the United 
Nations and the Arab countries should 
not be excluded from participation in 
this task because Iraq is part of the 
international community as it is part of 
the Arab world and whatever changes 
take place in it would have their 
impact on both the international com­
munity and the Arab world and nation.

Will GCC Survive?
By Ahmed Saif
Research Manager 
Gulf Research Center 
For Yemen Times

T
he Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) was estab­
lished in 1981 as a direct 
result for the Islamic revo­
lution in Iran and the Iraq- 

Iran war, so it basically aims to forge a 
security umbrella for its members. The 
events since its establishment proved 
its weakness and it did not fulfill the 
mandate. It has been crippled by the 
internal fragmentation between its dif­
ferent-oriented members.

Some of these indifferences originat­
ed from fears of small state from the 
Saudi hegemony that make them resist 
certain issues and sometimes deflect 
GCC’s resolutions. Other reasons had 
their roots in external influence partic­
ularly the American, which played 
GCC’s members against others.

For these reasons military and secu­
rity measures taken by the GCC for 
collective security arrangements have 
not materialized. For example, the uni­
fied security agreement signed in 1982 
has never been implemented because 
of Kuwaiti resistance. The Peninsula 
Shield Forces does not exceed 15000 
troops because small states are afraid 
of Saudi massive military superiority 
over them. This was among the impor­
tant reasons makes GCC states depend­
ent on exterior help to defend them.

More recently Qatar in particular 
causes a lot of trouble, to Saudi Arabia,

Kuwait and UAE. Qatar seems follow­
ing different agenda derailed from the 
mainstream followed by the GCC 
members, she has aloof herself from 
conservatism and increasingly follow­
ing a unique glasnost and perestroika. 
In many occasions Qatari extreme 
openness embarrassed other GCC 
members; therefore, reciprocal criti­
cism is often happened between them.

The first Gulf war represented a 
turning point characterized by the 
direct American military presence that 
provided alternative means of defense, 
which relieved the fears of small states. 
This has been emphasized by the cur­
rent war on Iraq that preceded by dec­
laration of the U.S. its new strategy, 
which embraces dramatic political 
changes in the region.

In the same venue the unprecedented 
Qatari and Bahraini democratic 
endeavors have applied a great pres­
sure on Saudi government to mimic 
them and the situation devastated for 
Saudis after September 11. Moreover, 
the war on Iraq sheds lights on disput­
ed attitudes GCC states have had 
regarding the future and potential 
developments. Harmony among the 
GCC states now in its minimal level 
stemmed from differences in their state 
settings, state-society relations and the 
nature of relationship with the U.S. in 
which all are determinants of regimes’ 
survival.

In such context, how viable the GCC 
to survive? In the light of regional 
prospects and direct American pres­
ence the future of the GCC is uncertain

and the current formula will be altered. 
There are three options: the first is to 
expand the membership of the GCC to 
include post Saddam Iraq. In pre 1990, 
Iraq was a member in all GCC corpo­
rations except the supreme council. 
New Iraq will be eligible to join either 
as a full member or partly as Yemen. 
This formula will enable the U.S. to 
steer the region’s affairs smoothly and 
will increasingly contain and exclude 
Iran.

The second option is to abolish the 
GCC in favor of a new form of gather­
ing with new orientation pertinent to 
the new era. If this happened the new 
formula is expected to be loose to 
enable the U.S. to run the show.

Finally is to disintegrate the GCC 
without creating an alternative and the 
Arab Gulf countries will run their 
affairs according to interest-motiva­
tion. In this case the state’s vulnerabil­
ity and susceptibility in the Gulf will be 
increased and desired changes the U.S. 
wants can be imposed easily.

Nonetheless, the first option is more 
probable because it avoids the region a 
sudden shock and expands the security 
arrangements to include other key 
countries at the time the U.S will 
remain the mastermind of the develop­
ments. In doing so, the global oil mar­
ket will be under control of the U.S. 
and OPEC will be no more needed, 
where production and prices can be 
determined only by the new GCC. This 
also suggests the creation a new joint 
market in the region and the U.S. may 
join it with Israel as active partners.

GENERAL MANAGER - BP OIL YEMEN 
Attractive Package for the right candidate

BP, one of the world’s largest petroleum and petrochemicals groups, is 
seeking a mature and professional Yemeni for the post of General 
Manager, BP Oil Yemen, to manage the aviation business in Yemen. To 
qualify for this excellent career opportunity, you must be a Yemeni National; 
possess exceptional communication skills in both English and Arabic; be 
between 35 to 45 years of age; be degree educated; and have 
demonstrable management experience, preferably with a multinational 
company. You must have commercial awareness and bias for action, 
supported by good experience of working in Yemen.

Maintaining and developing strong relationship in Yemen with government 
bodies, local authorities, other stakeholders and your workforce is required, 
as are strong leadership skills. Equally important is the ability to grasp BP’s 
operating philosophy and the ability to motivate others to work to BP’s high 
Health, Safety and Environment standards.

As you will represent BP in Yemen, you will act as an ambassador for the 
Company, hence integrity and a commitment to conducting business in a 
professional and ethical manner is of paramount importance. The job is 
based in Aden, and you should be prepared to remain in Yemen for at least 
the next five years.

If you match the criteria and are looking to join a multinational company 
please email your CV to bpmejobs@ me1.bp.com or post your CV to the 
Attn: Assistant HR Administrator, BP Middle East, P. O. Box 1699, Dubai, 
UAE, within a week of appearance of this advertisement, clearly marking 
the envelope with the post being applied for.

mailto:mmkhidr@yahoo.com
bp.com
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Traditional Yemeni costumes, diverse, eye-catching and beautiful (part 2-2)

Beauty in Yemeni eyes
Yemen Times Taiz Bureau

C
 ontinuing our Yemeni 
costumes tour, light will 
be shed in this episode on 
the beautiful dress codes 
and traditional costumes 

of a few more regions in Yemen. We 
shall present costumes of Hajja, Al- 
Mahara, Taiz, and Jabal Sabir.

It's quite amusing how costumes 
vary drastically between men and 
women and still there could be certain 
similarities that are invariably there.

Hajja costumes
In Hajja, men wear a colorful wrap 

called “Miewaz” secured around the 
waist with a fold. This dress is shared 
among men in Al-Dhalie, Shabwa, Al- 
Baidha, Lahj and Hadramot. Along 
with the Miewaz, men wear the 
Janbiya, and a head gear made form a 
square checked cloth generally red or 
black in color and folded in the shape 
of a triangle. This could also be placed 
on the shoulders instead of the head 
and is common all around the country. 
Men here also wear some other types 
called “Al-Dhulla” which is a small 
cap made from palm trees and is popu­
lar in coastal areas. Of course men 
wear a shirt on top of it.

W omen in Hajja and in other coastal 
areas wear what is called “Wazar” and 
“Saderia” Those constitute of a two- 
piece dress and “Al-Dir’e” which is a 
one-piece light dress that could be dec­
orated with embroidery. As jewelry, 
women wear what is called “Al- 
Duqqa” which is a necklace made of 
silver rings around the neck. Women in 
Hajja also wear bracelets and bangles 
and carrings. In similar regions women 

decorate their heads with an embroi­
dered piece of cloth called “Al- 
Qsheeta” and their hair with a decora­
tive piece called “Al-Hanishiya”.

Yemeni women never left a part 
of their body with no decoration

Al-Mahara costumes
In Al-Mahara, women mostly wear 

“Abu Thail”. This is a velvet long cloth 
with an elegant tail giving women a 
hint of royalty as they walk. To crown 
this dress, they wear what is called 
“Al-Sent” or “Al-Qurqoosh” which is 
a head gear with an opening in its front 
side. Of course, the bride has special 
clothes to enhance her beauty: with 
heavily embroidered clothes, sliver 
and gold jewelry. A bride putts on jew­
elry to decorate her head, neck, ears, 
nose, hair, chest, arms, fingers and 
even ankles. Yet the amount and value 
of these items vary according to the 
social status and richness of the family. 
Men are less fortunate this way 
although they still wear beautiful col­
ored clothes and embroidered shawls, 
and of course, Al-Janbiya and most of 
the time, a gun as well on his shoulder 
as a sign of man bravery and manli­
ness.

Taiz costumes
Being the former capital of Yemen 

and one of the most heavily populated 
cities, Taiz has acquired a mixed cul­
ture in everything including costumes. 
However, the original dress code in 
Taiz for men is a long sleeved one 
piece dress called “Qamees”, which is 
also popular in most of the other 
regions as well as a “Yalaq" which is 
similar to the inner piece of men’s for­

mal suit. Men also put a cap like head 
gear or a turban along with a shawl on 
the shoulder and a Janbiya around the 
waist. Taiz women wear a two-piece 
dress composed of a medium length 
dress with trousers made of similar 
colors if not the same material and 
color decorated at the bottom of each 
leg. As an overcoat, women wear what 
is called “Sharshaf’ which is a two- 
piece black cloth composed of a skirt 
and a dosed shawl-like with buttons in 
from.

Jabal Sabir and Misrakh
Men in Jabal Sabir and Misrakh usu­

ally wear similar clothes to those men 
living in Taiz City but what is most 
interesting in this region is women’s 
dresses. Dresses of women in those 
areas are characterized with bright and 
joyful colors.

Women’s dresses in those two towns 
must be handmade and are only made 
in those areas. The most prominent 
piece of women dresses here are usual­
ly wore on the chest. This piece, which 
extends to the knees are characterized 
with heavy embroidery and designs in 
fabulous artistic styles. The dress also 
has a pocket in the middle and has very 
long sleeves which are not actually 
used as sleeves because hands emerge 
from an opening near the sleeve root, 
and the sleeves are instead tied to the 
back to make a somewhat additional 
pocket. Women also wear “Sirwal” 
which are trousers decorated at the bot­
tom and are generally of bright colors.

Of course there is also a head gear 
for the Sabiri women and that is a 
square piece of cloth made of chiffon 
or organza and foiled in a triangular 
shape and tied on the head in a way

that leaves a part of its end from one 
side longer so as to cover the mouth in 
a veil like maimer. As always, the 
bride takes the biggest share of decora­
tion. In Jabal Sabir, brides have all 
them dresses decorated with jewelry 
and wear an item called “Al-Laba”, 
which is basically a necklace that 
weighs around 800gm and made of 
pure silver. The bride also wears at 
least one neck bracelet with silver 
rings attached to it. As if that is not 

enough, the bride also wears what is 
called “Kahrab" which is a jewel made 
of gems put on her head and which is 
embedded, with silver. Moreover, the 
head is also covered with a silver 
crown that has danglers on the sides 
ending with silver coins, which must 
be worn with long heavy earrings 
called “Mashaqir” that very much fit 
the style and design of the crown. She 
also wears silver bangles and a silver 
belt that could range from one to three 

kilograms in weight. Of course ankles 
must also be decorated with bangles 
that make a sound as she walks. 
Traditionally, brides also put henna on 
their feet and hands in beautiful 
designs and drawings.

You can imagine how a Sabiri bride 
would look like just before she is 
meets her groom on wedding day. She 
would resemble the beautiful picture of 
a gorgeous bride dressed with jewelry 
from head to toe.

Girls appear in deeply-rooted traditional costumes

A girl wears straw hand-made hat along with a number of traditional dresses on the left

As International day for theater celebrated in Yemen

Bringing spirit to
Yemen's dying theater

By: Ismael Al-Ghabiri 
Yemen Times Staff

T
he 27th of March of every 
year is the day marked as 
the International Day for 
Theater and is celebrated 
all around the world

Yemen too celebrated this day last 
March although the concept of the­
ater’ is not really a popular one here. 
This could be attributed to the fact that 
no theater sector in the true sense exist 
in Yemen today. But the theater in 
Yemen is somewhat very limited and 
humble. Yemen’s theater bad a rela­
tive share of attention and several acts 
were conducted in the past years. 
Experiences although few and small 
in scale, have been praised to be of 
class and professionalism that inspired 
many working in the field to not aban­
don this neglected sector.

The idea is that Yemen, as many 
developing countries, suffers from 
many social and economic problems 
that affect its people's priorities and 
their inclination towards entertain­

ment. When you are hardly making 
ends meet, your most priority will cer­
tainly not be watching a theatrical 
play, especially with the current wor­
ries and circumstances that Yemeni 
people are sharing with the rest of the 
Arab world in terms of the war on 
Iraq. As a matter of fact, many 
Yemenis have been going about their 
lives in a routine manner looking at 
the local and international events 
unfolding in front of them believing 
that what William Shakespeare’s once 
said, "Life is a play" is true indeed.

Many who are related to the theater 
industry in Yemen disagree on the real 
challenges facing the theater business 
today. However, they do agree that 
this sector is facing a lot of difficul­
ties. Main problems are represented in 
lack of resources, lack of proper the­
aters for the plays, lack of experience 
that, one would fall back upon to pro­
duce master pieces, lack of good 
scripts and professional cadre and 
most importantly the lack of commit­
ment by the authorities to revive this 
sector. The negligence that theater is

suffering from in Yemen has resulted 
in putting it at risk of total collapse.

In harmony with the preparation to 
hopefully make Sana’a the Cultural 
Capital of the Arab World in a few 
years, the government has been seen 
exerting efforts and paying more 
attention to the theater as explained by 
related authorities in the Ministry of 
Culture. Where in the grand plan that 
had been set forward, the theater has 
had a good share of attention and 
planned development recently. 
Hoping that by establishing ar. infra- 
structure and encouraging theater 
lovers to work on reviving this sector, 
the government is working to promote 
the arts industry in Yemen as a whole 
and the theater industry in particular. 
Hence the celebration of the interna­
tional day for theater meant a little 
more than inviting some intellectuals 
and those interested in theater to a 
small gathering this year. But perhaps 
it gives a little of a glance into a 
brighter future and a gleaming ray of 
hope for this neglected sector.
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Advances in Labor and Reducing Mortality (ALARM) course held:

Combating maternal mortality in Yemen
By Yemen Times Staff

A
 three-day course on 

"Advances in Labor and 
Reducing Mortality” 
(ALARM) was organ­
ized in April at al- 

Thowra Hospital’s National Tertiary 
Maternity Center in Sanaa and was 
sponsored by the Association of 
Obstetricians and Midwives of Yemen 
and Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA).

The course comes in direct response 
to Yemen’s needs to tackle this problem 
as it is with one of the highest maternal 
mortality rates in the world. In Yemen, 
the lifetime risk of dying from a mater­
nity related complication is extremely 
high. One in nine Yemeni women will 
die from a maternity related complica­
tion (this can be compared to Canada 
where the risk is only one in 6,600). 
Preventing maternal mortality and 
reducing the risks of maternity compli­
cations by providing training to locals in 
Yemen was the major objective of this 
specific course.

Trainers of the event included three 
Canadians: Dr. lean Chamberlian, Dr. 
Ahmed Ezzat, Dr. John Smith and a 
Yemeni: Dr. Shamsaa Al-Awar. 
Organizers of the course believe that 

there are two essential steps to be taken 
to improve maternity health in Yemen. 
Those are education of trained health 
care personnel and the facility and 
equipment enhancement and supply.

The course had targeted those who do 
need to know more about maternity 
problems and cures. They include 
Physicians, midwives and maternity 
nurses from the Sana’a governorate. 
Participants were invited from various 
hospitals and maternity units (private, 
public and NGO based centers as well as 
primary and tertiary units). A cross-sec­
tion of maternity health care providers 
was also involved. The course provided 
training to around 40 participants.

The course started globally in the mid 
1990s by members of the Society of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists of 
Canada (SOGC- a Canadian NGO). To 
date, over 1,000 physicians, midwives 
and nurses have participated in the 
course. The major causes of maternal 
mortality are common worldwide and 
the basic treatment for each threat to life 
is basically the same.

Due to its adaptability and relevance 
to international women’s health, the 
SOGC in cooperation with local NGOs 
have held the ALARM course in several 
countries over the past two years 
(Uganda- over 120 participants, Haiti- 

80, Guatemala-40 participants). The 
course has been warmly received and is 
expected to gain greater momentum in 
all of these countries and is sponsored 
by CIDA.

The course is based on adult educa­
tion principles with various compo­
nents:
a) Didactic lectures (participants have 

copies of the lecture notes)
b) Small group workshops
c) Hands on demonstrations with man­

nequins
d) Evaluation of participants’ knowl­

edge acquisition (multiple choice 
exam and oral structured clinical 
examination) and

e) Evaluation of the course by partici­
pants.

The input of the ALARM internation­
al course in Yemen is summarized in:
1) Review causes of maternal mortali­

ty
2) Review treatments of life threaten­

ing pregnancy related diseases
3) Acquire hands on skills- which save 

women’s lives

On the other hand, the course is 
expected to yield the following:
1) Initiate change in maternity units 

(including the use of the panto­

graph, maternal mortality audits, 
development of protocols for treat­
ment)

2) All participants will receive the 
ALARM manual which is an up-to- 
date review of causes and treat­
ments of maternal mortality based

on the course content

The three day course for trainees was 
followed by a one-day course for 
instructors to get them familiar to the 
subject of ALARM and its objectives. It 
is interesting to note that due to the 

importance of this course for Yemen, it 
was extended one more day to become 
three days unlike what has been 
assumed for it earlier. Furthermore, the 
Al-Thowra Hospital was chosen for its 
adequate facilities for lecture and work­
shop components.

Trainers during Advances in Labor and Reducing Mortality course held at Thowra Hospital’s National Tertiary Maternity 
Center

Doctors or merchants?
By Bassam Jamil Al-Saqqaf 
Yemen Times Staff

D
on’t you be deceived by 
some of the doctors’ white 
uniform and misleading 
smile for behind that smil­
ing mask, lies a dark heart 

of a brutish animal that does not attack 
with his claws or teeth, but with a sur­
geon’s knife and a medical bill. Above 
all, he does this with a wide fake smile. 
Because if your fate is put you in his 
hands- God forbid- then you’ll surely 
understand that no longer he should be 
called “mercy angel” but perhaps “tool of 
torture”, a merchant who is willing to sell 
his victim’s well-being and life for a few 
thousand Yemeni rials!

It all started when a number of my 
friends -some actually working in that 
warehouse called hospitals- told me 
about the commissions and percentages 
that are availed by doctors, pharmacists, 
laboratorians and x-ray specialists, all in 
a organized system that somehow works 
very adequately in this chaotic country. 
Not only do doctors prescribe un­
required -and sometimes unsuitable- 
medicines, but they also request unneed­
ed laboratory tests and surgeries.

When asked if this was true, a pharma­
cist replied positively, and mentioned that 
this is widely evident in the private sec­
tor. He mentioned that in his particular 
case, the owner of the pharmacy is a 
clean and religious doctor, that is why he 
doesn’t have that many customers, and 
had he been like the others -in paying 
commissions- he would have earned 
much more revenue. Another pharmacist 
explained that he didn’t hear of such 
practices and does not know if they exist­
ed.

New phenomenon emerging through­
out Yemen

Ophthalmologist Dr. Tawfeeq Al- 
Khateeb replied to our questions about 
commissions saying that this is a recent 

trend that has not been so common until 
recently. The medical stream still has an 
honest spirit because it deals with lives of 
people. Personally, he said, he did not 
have much information about such nega­
tive practices, although he did hear from 
colleagues about them. An incident he 
narrated was that of a neighbor who went 
through an accident and was told by ‘doc­
tors' that he had internal bleeding and 
operated on him and ultimately charged 
him heavily while it turned out that he 
didn’t require any of that.

Dr. Al-Khateeb explained that perhaps 
this new trend has emerged because doc­
tors' income in Yemen is quite low, so 
they seek other ways to increase their 
returns, whether through commissions 
from pharmacists or laboratorians or 
through private clinics. Another reason is 
lack of supervision by the Ministry of 
Public Health, where many doctors, espe­
cially foreigners, practice their job with­
out any monitoring at all.

Dr. Al-Khateeb emphasized that if the 
earnings of doctors do not enhance, all of 
this would continue to happen.

Pharmacists syndicate: 12 years of 
helplessness

Member of the pharmacists syndicate, 
Dr. Abdulmajeed Al-Khulaidy says that 
this phenomenon is widely spread. He 
added that despite its efforts, the 
Pharmacist Syndicate has been unable to 
tackle this issue for 12 years.

He said that the most obvious form of 
it is in the field of medical insurance 
where companies and private organiza­
tions tend to deceive their employees 
with. Health insurance in the public sec­
tor consumes an operating budget from 
both Ministries of Health and Finance. 
This money is obtained from the taxes 
and then sold to the citizens. It’s the 
Health Ministry’s responsibility to ensure 
public health and provide precautionary 
medicine to all citizens including vac­
cines. Treatment is the responsibility of 
other establishments related to medical 

insurance. However, it remains a fact that 
authorized persons are trading with peo­
ple’s health and needs. He added that 
Yemen’s concept of services should 
improve, and that medicine should be 
separated from the Ministry of Health 
because the later is pure science and the 
Health Ministry’s concern should be pub­
lic safety and health through environ­
mental and precautionary medications. 
“In Jordan, they have separated the two 
and that is why medication has improved 
there.” he said.

Regarding the commissions and per­
centages trend, he stated that there are 
such practices by heads of hospitals as 
well as regular employees. “How can you 
straighten the shadow when the actual 
object is twisted?” he asked. Reasons for 
this practice, he said, are administrative 
corruption and inequity in job and pay 
distribution. And there are more privi­
leges given to foreign doctors on the 
account of Yemeni doctors, as there is lit­
tle appreciation for Yemeni cadres. "We 
claim to be a democratic country but 
frankly speaking, this is just a sing song, 
because our government refuses to be 
questioned and there is no accountabili­
ty.”

About the syndicate’s role, he said that 
it could do very little. During its 12 years, 
it has been unable to do anything of sig­
nificance because of the continuous pres­
sures exercised on it. “If we were inde­
pendent, then we could have taken cer­
tain measures, but we are just a part of the 
flock in a society that is used to acting as 
the sheep led by a governmental shep­
herd.” he said. For 12 years we have been 
demanding that the situation of doctors 
and pharmacists be improved, but to no 
avail.

The consequences of ignoring our 
demands have proven to be severe, 
because how do you expect someone to 
treat you honestly when he/she is worried 
about losing his/her homes because they 
haven’t paid the rent yet?

It's all about money!
Continuing our investigation into this 

subject, the government had to have its 
share in our survey. So we went to gov­
ernmental hospitals to get the feedback of 
doctors.

Dr. Abdulkareem Al-Khawlani, Vice 
President of Al-Thawra Hospital said, 
“We can’t say for sure that this phenom­
enon is not exaggerated. If such incidents 
are reported, then they would probably be 
very .limited in number. Terming doctors 
as ‘merchants’ is quite unfair because 
doctors do all they can to help relieve 
patients and cure their illnesses. It’s quite 
ungrateful to talk about them in this way.

In this hospital we have not heard of 
any complains about such incidents. But 
I believe these are more common in the 
private sector because of monetary rea­
sons.” About supervision, he said, there is 
a monitoring committee and it is con­
cerned with investigation and delivering 
regular reports to the hospital’s manage­
ment and deciding proper punishments 
when there is a violation of the medical 
law. But he also indicated that patients 
have a hand still in what is happening 
because of their ignorance and because 
they want to get higher priority in treat­
ment and they are willing sometimes to 
give ‘gifts’, etc. The daily number of 
patients visiting the hospital reaches 
more than 400 persons in the emergency 
section and more than 500 in the internal 
clinics. Hence, monitoring in this case is 
quite difficult. He also added that med­
ication in Yemen is relatively cheaper 
than many other countries but unfortu­
nately Yemeni citizens simply do not 
trust Yemeni doctors as much as they 

trust foreigners.

Ask the minister!
Head of Al-Jumhoori Educational 

Hospital Dr. Abdullah Al-Hamidi agreed 
with Dr. Al-Khwalani that this phenome­
non is mostly common in the private sec­
tor. He said this is because in the govern­
ment sector the state applies some rules 
when contracting doctors preventing 

them from behaving in an unsuitable 
manner. He also added that such behavior 
is a result of skewed morals and the per­
sons who act in such a way whether doc­
tors, pharmacists or laboratorians are dis­
honest. “Money is no excuse! They could 
have an extra job for additional income 
instead of robbing their patients. Yet the 
patients are also responsible because they 
cooperate in this. Doctors simply could 
not have done it alone.” he elaborated.

We also noticed that the hospital’s 
pharmacy has been closed for some time. 
“Two years”, Dr. Al-Hammadi said. 
When asked why, he said it was the min­
ister’s decision; he could do nothing 
about it. “You are journalists, right? Go 
and ask him!” he said.

Foreign doctors and private hospi­
tals... a prime reason

Dr. Abdullatif Al-Hurami, neurology 
doctor was quite frank with us. He said 
that in the private sector, the administra­
tion states a number of rules on doctors 

that demand their cooperation with cer­
tain pharmacies and laboratories in cer­
tain ways. This is because the original 
owners of most private medical centers 
are businessmen whose sole purpose is to 
earn money. For those businessmen, if 
the doctor displayed objection he is 
sacked! This doctor who in most cases 
waits for long years to get a job in front 
of the Health Ministry would probably 

not confront his boss in the hospital for 
such reasons.

He also said that most of the dealers 
who act this way are the foreign cadre 
because they have to come to this country 
basically to earn money, and they view 
patients as a source of income. Yemen is 
seen by many of those as a transit station 
before they move on to a better country 
such as The United Arab Emirates o 
Australia.

Dr. Al-Hurami stressed that this phe­
nomenon is simply inexistent in the gov­
ernment sector because dealings there are 
with official vouchers with fixed prices 
that doctors cannot alter and that there are 
monitoring bodies that govern financial 
transactions.

He said that the hospitals most vulner­
able to such practices would be private 
hospitals and clinics located in remote 
areas because they are not even licensed. 
And that the monitoring bodies actually 
identified some of those hospitals and 
closed them down.

Medicines have become these days unaffordable to buy

A Pharmacy at al-AI-Jumhoori Hospital as shown in this photo, nothing inside

Dr. Abdulmajeed Al-Khulaidy Dr. Tawfeeq Al-Khateeb Dr. Abdullah Al-Hamidi Dr. Abdulkareem Al-Khawlani Dr. Abdullatif Al-Hurami
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P
reparations for the parliamentary elections on 27 April in Yemen and political parties’ programs 
have this week captured the main front page headlines of local newspapers and columnists arti­
cles. Each party mouthpiece has presented elaborately its election platform in the bid for win­
ning as much as possible votes at the polling stations. But the most eye-catching thing is the 
exchange of mud-slinging especially by opposition and the ruling party. Each side accuses the

other of ill practices and violations of the constitution and elections law. The war of words between the 
opposition parties and the ruling party has been escalated during the past week as the date of elections 
approached. Although all indications point that this round of elections, the third since the unification in 
1990, would be more organized and less violent, some observers and analysts still predict that the election 
process will not pass smoothly in some constituencies. For all that many observers see that the 13-year-old 
democratic experiment in Yemen is gaining more maturity.

Al-Wahdawi 
weekly, organ of 
the Nasserite 
Unionist Party, 2 
April 2003.

Main headlines:
On Sunday the people in con­
frontation with corruption
GPC hysteria against the law 
enhances success of the JMP 
One person killed, 15 injured in 
Utma
At constituency 37, intensive 
shelling of JMP leading mem­
ber house

Columnist Ahmed Said in an arti­
cle that in the conduct of the 
supreme committee of elections 
and referendum offends the slow- 
progressing democratic experiment 
in Yemen and deals a blow to its. 
The reason is because of its non­
neutrality and partiality to the rul­
ing party. There is no meaning to 
any platform competition among 
the political parties under the con­
tinuous interference by commit­
tee’s monitor who deletes any criti­
cism against the electoral programs 
of the government policy. The lat­
est of such deletion was that criti­
cizing the deteriorating economic 
and general situations in the coun­
try. The law under which the com­
mittee has been formed was clear 
when its members were entrusted 
with administrative, procedural and 
technical tasks in any elections 
without partiality towards any 
political party and also to protect 
the law against any violations. 
What the supreme committee is 
doing exceeds its job and does not 
show any negative aspects of he 
ruling party that did not fulfill any 
of its promises it has given in the 
former parliament. That party even 
did not present any theories for 
economic reform but rather offered 
non-democracy and strong impov- 
erisation.

Al-Balagh week­
ly, 22 April 2003.

Main headlines:
Discovered in Uday Saddam 
palaces, Secret documents 
embarrass members of ruling 
families in the Gulf, Arab offi­
cials and ministers
A source from Arab volunteers 
discloses accurate details on 
Baghdad battle
American forces would not per­
mit installation of an Iraqi gov­
ernment before five years 
CIA officials: Failure in finding 
Iraq’s WMD confuses Bush 
administration

- Al-Sahaf alive, he handed over 
Saddam’s TV tape to Abu 
Dhabi channel
At the beginning of conspiracy 
against Syria, Powell: The U.S. 
studies enforcing sanctions of 
Syria
Exchange of strong accusations 
between the Islah and GPC par­
ties, reflects fierceness of com­
petitions

Editor-in-chief of the newspaper 
says in his article that the election 
arena has witnessed big informa­
tion and propaganda campaign 
though at sometimes went beyond 
the limits. Generally we think the 
elections festivals represent a step 
towards correct practicing of par­
liamentary elections. As much as 
these competitions represent a 
reflection of the democratic atmos­
pheres the country is experiencing, 
they could not be ruled out that 
some would act in a fanatic way 
especially that programs of the 
political parties are almost the 
same. Looking deeply into the 
exchanged accusations by political 
parties regarding corruption, the 
citizen must be cautious when pon­
dering these issues and to think of 
them carefully. He should not be 
drifted by the present living reality 
and corruption in some institutions 
and ministries and forget examin­
ing the present the recent past. 
Some of the opposition parties of 
today were influential partners in 
authority. The YSP was partner in 
power till 1994. At that time we had 
not of any corrupt being deposed of 
the government or being brought to 
justice. And the Islah party took 
part in government until the strate­
gic alliance between Islah and the 
GPC got broken. At that time there 
was corruption and the Islah did not 
express objection against it. To be 
fair in our judgment we have to 
realize that corruption was not and 
would not be linked to a certain 
party for it is an octopus spread all 
over the society with all its parties. 
I do not believe that the parties 
playing the cord of corruption are 
true in their offers especially that 
some of them were part of the 
authority.

Al-Jamaheer 
weekly, organ of 
the Arab Baath 
Socialist party, 
20 April 2003.

Main headlines:
Syria refuses threats, Saddam 
calls for resistance
The ruling party tops list of 
electoral violations, elections 
supreme committee suspends 
constituency 281

- Egypt arrests 26 Islamists on 
charges of coup
2500 Americans killed in 
aggression on Iraq

- Law suit against war criminal, 
the commander of American 
military operations in Iraq 
Killers of Jaralla Omar and 
Jibla doctors tried

The newspaper’s editorial 
devotes its theme to parliamentary 
elections saying those elections are 
part of a practice of the people’s 
right to political authority and par­
ticipation in construction, develop­
ment and building a modern state 
base on law and order. It is the goal 
of building a state of institutions, 
scientific talents and creative capa­
bilities to achieve individual's pros­
perity. Taking part in elections is, 
therefore, national and religious 
obligation necessitating good 
choice as it represents the axis of 
the electoral process. It would then 

push for achieving aims of the soci­
ety. So the whole process is related 
to the elector who thinks that cor­
ruption has included him in that he 
has lost his right and dignity 
against the corruption mafia and 
the influential elements. The elec­
tor has only one choice; either 
choosing corruption and accepting 
more retreat or selecting renais­
sance for lifting his suffering and 
forcing the upcoming authority to 
act in accordance with the national 
objectives.

Al-Shoura week­
ly, organ of the 
Yemen People’s 
Forces Union, 20 
April 2003.

Main headlines:
GPC’s escalated breaches her­
ald troubled elections
YPFU condemns defaming its 
election program in official 
media
Aggression on Iraq continues 
Lawsuit by JMP charges uncon­
stitutionality of article 130 of 
election law
Arrests and pressures practiced 
against opposition candidates in 
Taiz

Amin al-Kharsani says in an arti­
cle the events taking place in Iraq 
proved that h United States politi­
cal philosophy is in its essence an 
immoral philosophy even if the 
American administration claims to 
be a defender of freedom and 
human rights all that is but decep­
tion. There are many indicators 
confirm that. Such indicators are 
for instance hitting civilian quar­
ters, and bombing the installations 
that contribute to offer humanitari­
an services such as hospitals and 
stores of food supplies.

The United States has violated 
the international laws by staging an 
aggression on a small country just 
because it refuses the American 
policy in the region. Above all, 
America has ignored the United 
Nations and its charter. It seems the 
United States has given the most 
important example of American 
arrogance and clearly disclosed its 
ambitions in the Iraqi people’s oil 
wealth and re-mapping the region 
in compatibility with its future 
strategy, among which the security 
arrangements for Israel that build 
its presence at the expense of land 
and people of the Palestinian peo­
ple. Plundering and looting muse­
ums and intellectual heritage of 
Iraq in an organized way proves 
that the American administration is 
morally defeated despite its mili­
tary victory.

Al-Isbou weekly, 
24 April 203.

Main headlines:
Girl students assail the U.S. 
ambassador in Marib

- Execution of al-Nashiri and 
trial of 13 defendants with killer 
of Jarallah Omar
Mystery engulfs destiny of mil­

lions of dollars in Rafidain 
Bank
Al-Salami takes part in Arab 
financial establishments in Abu 
Dhabi
Prospects on suspending elec­
tions in tens of constituencies

An article by columnist Nouman 
Qaed Saif says the call of president 
Bush fro lifting the blockade 
against Iraq confirms to those who 
used to believe the American alle­
gations or were supporting them 
out of fear and hypocrisy that the 
occupation of Iraq by the allied 
forces was not motivated by dis­
arming Iraq of its weapons of mass 
destruction which the international 
inspectors did not find any trace of 
them. The occupying forces and 
teams of experts have disclosed fal­
sity of reports and information of 
American, British and Israeli alle­
gations as well as claims by tail­
pieces of the Iraqi "opposition”. 
Troops and experts have been dis­
able to find out any trace or materi­
al evidence confirming Iraq’s pos­
session of any prohibited weapons, 
the pretext upon which the UN 
Security Council depended on in 
imposing - he harshest sanctions 
against a people whose sovereign 
state is member of he United 
Nations. The new demand by the 
international war criminal Bush 
was encountered with strong rejec­
tion by states insisting on sticking 
to return of inspectors to complete 
their task and offering a report to 
the Security Council saying that 
Iraq is clear of weapons of mass 
destruction. Only hen he security 
council can take a decision lifting 
the sanctions imposed for thirteen 
years and was supposed to be lifted 
at least five years ago. But 
Washington had then acted ahead 
of any such a step and directed the 
inspectors through its spies to leave 
Iraq in 1998, claiming non-cooper- 
ation by Iraq and launched its 
aggression.

Al-Sahwa week­
ly, 24 April 2003.

Main headlines:
- Following increase in security 

incidents, international moni­
toring in Taiz
Islah candidates demand open­
ing camps to display their elec­
tion programs
Al-Mouayad appeals to world 
public opinion

- Yemeni students returning from 
Iraq: we were prey of illusion 
and negligence

The political editor of e newspa­
per says in an article those who 
oppose the change have betted on 
the impossibility of realizing a 
vision of the Islah and that it is nec­
essary to keep the situations as they 
are. The Islah program has been a 
strong reply to the ruling GPC 
party program which is just repeti­
tion of previous promises it did not 
meet and wrong policies that did 
not change and a failing experiment 
it has not benefited from. The gov­
ernment and its party continued 
defending the privileges the influ­
ential continued to entertain at the 
expense of the great majority inter­
ests. The ruling party program visu­
alized the general conditions in the 
country as excellent though all real­
ize the state of misery the have 
reached.

Despite the purposeful deforma­
tion of the Islah program by official 
media and conniving of the elec­
tions supreme committee the mes­
sage of the program reached clear 
and pure and thus their illegal 

endeavor was doomed to failure. 
All that is because the truth and sin­
cerity could not be covered.

Al-Thawri 
weekly, organ of 
the YSP, 24 
April 2003.

Main headlines:
YSP calls on the authority to 
disclose planners and imple- 
menters of the crime of killing 
Jarallah Omar
Assassinations and arrests 
against activists of the YSP in 
Ibb and other governorates

- Elections supreme committee 
confirms the secret ballot, one 
year imprisonment of those vio­
lating that

- At Lahj education department, 
officials relatives employed, 
others pay the price

Columnist Abda Farie Nouman 
writes in his article that reality in 
our country clearly displays that 
dealing with elections democracy is 
a kind exciting worry and frustrates 
people, especially among those of 
limited mentality. The parties’ prac­
tices inside the authority and out­
side it and the independent person­
alities prove the poor awareness of 
democracy. The usual practices by 
competing parties are represented 
by tearing off candidates’ pictures, 
using harsh words and mud-sling- 
ing in a manner refused by reason 
and logic. The right way is that the 
competitors should entertain good 
morals and enough understanding. 
Such kinds of behavior reflect dem­
ocratic and political bankruptcy. 
Our parties and candidates have to 
rise to the level of responsibility 
towards this issue and other mat­
ters. The ruling party should be a 
just judge among people and more 
balanced and wiser and more com­
mitted to democracy and human 
and moral values.

26 September 
weekly, organ of 
Yemen Armed 
Forces, 24 April 
2003.

Main headlines:
President Saleh: democracy the 
most of what we are proud of 
8.3 million voters go to polls to 
choose their representatives in 
the parliament
American ban on travel to four 
Gulf countries, abolished
The car that carried escapees 
from Tawahi prison seized 
Killer of nuns executed

- Jarallah killer confesses: We 
were planning to assassinate 
31 secular personalities
YR 387 million, state support 
for opposition parties

Columnist Nadeem al-Jamali 
says in an article the sound of guns 
in Baghdad and other Iraqi cities 
stopped but argument on the future 
of Iraq would continue inside Iraq 
and all Arab and European capitals 
as is the case in Washington and 
London. If the United States and 
Britain see that they have achieved 
a military victory in Iraq in the way 
giving them a right decide the fate 
of that country and control on the 
course of matters in it, the remain­
der world capitals say the United 
States and Britain have defeated the 
regime in Iraq. They say it has been 
an incomparable war and the use of 
force was without a cover of inter­
national legitimacy or acceptance 
of the entire world public opinion. 
The military victory could in the 
short-run change into a political 

defeat if the Iraqis do not accept a 
government imposed on them or 
perhaps the military in the long-run 
if the United States was forced to 
withdraw from Iraq as a result of an 
armed resistance. There are several 
indicators suggesting that the road 
of re-building Iraq would not be 
strewn with flowers because voices 
in the United States and Britain 
began to question the two govern­
ments about the legitimacy of the 
war after it has been proved that the 
justification the war was launched 
for was fabricated and that presi­
dent Bush and prime minister Blair 
have deceived their peoples on 
Iraq’s possession of weapons of 
mass destruction and consequently 
be accounted because of that 
deceit. The political and religious 
movement now seen in Iraq against 
the occupation confirms to America 
and Britain that however refusing 
the Iraqi people were to Saddam 
Hussein’s regime, their hatred and 
refusal of the occupation is bigger 
and greater.

ATTARIQ 
weekly, 22 April 
2003.

Main headlines:
28 Islah supporters arrested in 
Hodeidah
Dr Habtour; Aden constituen­
cies very important for the GPC 
18 Yemeni students back home 
via Saudi Arabia
In Hodeidah a call for electing 
Islah representatives
Election festival in Tawahi for 
GPC candidate
Citizens to ATTARIQ: Wait 
from candidates’ programs not 
merely slogans
88 Islahis in Marib tender their 
resignation

Columnist Ahmed Abdrabah 
Allaw says the deputy we want 
must be a priority theme in our 
search. The elector must choose the 
representative who is qualified in 
truthfulness and honesty, he who 
feels problems of the public, stud­
ies their issues and work for finding 
a solution for them. The elector’s 
role is the most significant and dan­
gerous roles in elections. If the 
voter has chosen his representative 
well he would have contributed to 
electing a strong parliament able to 
express pains and hopes of the peo­
ple and translating them into seri­
ous legislation contributing to 
achieve a better future for Yemen. 
It will be a council of the people’s 
deputies leading the government 
and would not accept to be led by 
the government. It will be a coun­
cil, the ministers be responsible to, 
and their task to be chasing after 
ministers and senior officials to 
sign requests.

Yemen Times and 
friends wish a very 
happy send-off to 

Suresh Pal Singh, 
Indian Embassy, 

Sana’a
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الدولي الإسلامي التضامن بنك
Tadhamon International Islamic Bank

Financial Statement - 2002
The 2002 annual report o f Tadhamon International Islamic Bank

capitals authorized and paid: YR. 2.250.000.000
On its sessions held on March 16, the financial annual report during 2002 affiliated to the Tadhamon International Islamic Bank was accredited by the general assembly.
On his part, Mr. Abduljabbar Hael Saeed Ana’am, the Chairman of the Board of Directors read the board of directors’ report focused on the main financial activities affiliated to the 
bank. The report was unanimously ratified by the general assembly.
The annual banking activities was read by the chairman of the legal and monitoring opinion board.
Then, the accounts auditor report enclosed along with the final budget was read by the bank's auditor and unanimously ratified by the general assembly.
The quittance of the chairman of the board of directors, staff, and account auditors has been completed with regard to their work during the 2002.
The board of directors has been deputized to choose 2003 account auditor.

Auditor’s Report to the SHAREHOLDERS 
of TADHAMON INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC BANK
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Tadhamon 
International Islamic Bank represented in the balance sheet as of 
December 31, 2002, the related statements of income, cash flows, and 
changes in shareholders’ equity, for the year then ended and the notes 
to the financial statements in the pages from No. (6) to No. (25). These 
financial statements and the bank’s undertaking to operate in 
accordance with Islamic Sharia’ rules and principles are the 
responsibility of the Bank’s management. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on 
Auditing and the Auditing Standards for Islamic Financial Institutions and 
the requirements of relevant Yemeni laws and regulations. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
material misstatement. An audit includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well 
as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, 
in all material respects, the financial position of Tadhamon International 
Islamic Bank at December 31, 2002, the results of its operation, its cash 
flows, and changes in shareholders’ equity, for the year then ended, in 
accordance with the Sharia’ rules and principle as determined by the 
Sharia’ Board of the bank, the accounting standards promulgated by the 
Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic Financial Institutions 
(AAOIFI) and with applicable local laws and regulations. Also, we 
ascertained that none of the transactions undertaken by the bank during 
the year ended December 31, 2002 contravened with the Law No. (21) 
of 1996 regarding Islamic banks.

M. Zohdi Mejanni
Associated Accountant

Sana’a, January 22, 2003

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2002

2002 2001
YR’000’s YR’000’s

Assets
Cash on hand & reserve balances with Central Bank 7,487,568 5,465,116
Due from banks and financial institutions 19,483,194 9,376,743
Financing Murabaha transactions (net of provision and deferred revenues) 30,086,770 20,334,404
Financing Istisna’ transactions (net of provision and deferred revenues) 32,211 3,011
Investments in Mudaraba contracts (net of provision) 1,479,453 197,268
Investments in Musharaka contracts (net of provision) 178,304 27,922
Investment financing 722,569 238,542
Participations 109,931 491
Debit balances & other assets 639,060 1,884,532
Property and equipment (Net of accumulated depreciation) 547,814 480,524
Total assets 60,766,874 38,008,553

Liabilities, investment accounts and shareholders’ equity 
Liabilities
Current and savings accounts and other deposits 16,249,599 8,899,777
Due to banks and financial institutions 4,705,320 266,120
Credit balances & other liabilities 1,384,375 303,758
Other provisions 332,528 205,059
Dividends payable 173,250 173,250
Total liabilities 22,845,072 9,847,964
Unrestricted investment accounts’ holders 34,175,740 25,053,110

Shareholders’ equity
Paid up capital 2,250,000 2,250,000
Statutory reserve 363,590 241,815
General reserve 1,124,693 613,828
Retained earnings 7,779 1,836
Total shareholders’ equity 3,746,062 3,107,479
Total liabilities, investment accounts and shareholders’ equity 60,766,874 38,008,553
Contingent liabilities and commitments 25,209,274 11,477,228

Chairman: Mr. Abduljabbar Hayel Saeed Anam

General Manager: Mr. Tawfiq Jameel Abu Dabsah

M. Zohdi Mejanni
(KPMG Mejanni, Hazem Hassan & Co.)

STATEMENT OF INCOME
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2002

2002 2001
YR’000’s YR’000’s

Revenues of Murabaha and Istisna’ contracts financing 1,943,651 1,734,358
Revenues of other joint investments 92,582 4,058

2,036,233 1,738,416
Less:
Returns on unrestricted investment accounts ( 1,835,430) ( 1,219,183)
The bank’s share in the return on Murabaha and joint investments 200,803 519,233
Commissions & fees income on banking services 440,239 243,302
Gains of foreign currency transactions 896,048 173,412
Other operating income 18,677 16,581
Profits of activity 1,555,767 952,528
Less:
Provisions ( 106,450) ( 84,497)
Commissions & fees expenses on banking services ( 16,177) ( 8,803)
General & administration expenses and depreciation ( 621,307) ( 485,878)
Net profit for the year 811,833 373,350

Earning per share YR 359 YR 164

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY 
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2002

Paid up Statutory General Retained
Capital Reserve Reserve Earnings Total

2002 YR’000’s YR’000’s YR’000’s YR’000’s YR’000’s

Balance at beginning of the year 2,250,000 241,815 613,828 1,836 3,107,479
Net profit of the year - 811,833 811,833
Proposed dividends - - (168,750) (168,750)
Transfer to reserves 121,775 510,865 (632,640)
Proposed BOD remuneration - (4,500) ( 4,500)

Balance at end of the year 2,250,000 363,590 1,124,693 7,779 3,746,062

Paid up Statutory General Retained
Capital Reserve Reserve Earnings Total

2002 YR’000’s YR’000’s YR’000’s YR’000’s YR’000’s

Balance at beginning of the year 2,250,000 185,550 470,078 1,751 2,907,379
Net profit of the year - 373,350 373,350
Transfer to reserves 56,265 143,750 (200,015) -
Dividends - (168,750) (168,750)
BOD remuneration (4,500) (4,500)

Balance at end of the year 2,250,000 241,815 613,828 1,836 3,107,479

CASH ON HAND AND RESERVE BALANCES WITH CENTRAL BANK
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Cash on hand 2,587,596 2,146,562
Reserve balances with Central Bank of Yemen* 4,899,351 3,318,554
Purchased cheques 621

7,487,568 5,465,116

* The reserve balances with Central Bank of Yemen represents the reserve required and is not available for 
the Bank’s daily business.

DUE FROM BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

a. Central Bank of Yemen
Current accounts 2,910,755 1,399,967

b. Local banks
Current accounts 127 196,333

c. Foreign banks
Current accounts 14,940,583 2,530,630
Deposits with financial institutions 1,631,729 5,249,813

16,572,312 7,780,443
19,483,194 9,376,743

FINANCING MURABAHA TRANSACTIONS CONTRACTS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Murabaha - local 25,850,655 16,265,285
Murabaha - foreign 5,431,642 4,897,715

31,282,297 21,163,000
Less: Murabaha transactions provision ( 328,086) ( 308,957)
Less: Deferred revenues ( 867,441) ( 519,639)

30,086,770 20,334,404

Non-performing financing Murahaba transactions amounted to YR 139,305 Thousand at 31/12/2002 (YR 
534,593 Thousand at 31/12/2001).

MUSHARAKA DEBTS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Gulf Finance House 147,831
Dar Al-Khibrah Al-Arabi 10,196 6,064
Al Saeed Hospital 22,078 22,145

Investment in Musharaka contracts 180,105 28,209
Less:
Musharaka transaction provision (1,801) (287)

178,304 27,922

INVESTMENT FINANCING
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Al Sokoor Europ. Portfolio 298,234 245,800
Al Shahama government certificates - Sudan 536,640

834,874 245,800
Less:
Investment financing provision (112,305) (7,258)

722,569 238,542
The market value of Al Sokoor Europ. Portfolio amounted to YR/185,929/thousand, Al Shahama government 
certificates -Sudan amounted to YR/544,250/thousand.

DEBIT BALANCES AND OTHER ASSETS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s
Overdraft 150,553 411,072
Unpaid L/Cs 361,940 1,238,749
Assets which titles have been transferred to the Bank 11,565 11,565
Advances 20,426 25,181
Qard Hasan to employees 29,783 5,222
Prepaid expenses 6,681 2,476
Debtors 51,101 195,476
Accrued income 1,480
Stationary 12,039 12,373
Property and equipment in stores 3,175 2,439

648,743 1,904,553
Less: Provision for doubtful debts (9,683) (20,021)

639,060 1,884,532

CURRENT AND SAVINGS ACCOUNTS AND OTHER DEPOSITS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Current accounts 13,916,588 7,506,633
Other deposits 2,333,011 1,393,144

16,249,599 8,899,777

DUE TO BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Foreign banks Current accounts 4,705,320 266,120

CREDIT BALANCES AND OTHER LIABILITIES
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Accrued expenses 20,309 21,052
Sundry credit balances 1,348,258 282,706
Prohibited revenues by sharia 15,808

1,384,375 303,758

UNRESTRICTED INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS’ HOLDERS AND SAVINGS
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Return of unrestricted investments accounts and savings 1,835,430 1,219,183
Savings accounts 11,105,815 7,425,645
Deposits for one year 2,331 4,480
Deposits for more than one year 21,232,164 16,403,802

34,175,740 25,053,110

CONTINGENT LIABILITIES AND COMMITMENTS
2002 2001

YR 000's YR'000's

Irrevocable commitments for Murabaha 9,690,343 2,523,630
Letters of credit 11,040,182 4,792,714
Letters of guarantee 6,243,162 ?????357

___ 26,973,687  12,277,701
Less: Margin held (1,764.413) (800,473 )

25,209,274 11,477,228

EARNING PER SHARE
2002 2001

YR’000’s YR’000’s

Net profit for the year 811,833 373,350
Board of Directors’ remuneration (4,500) (4,500)

Shareholders’ share in profit 807,333 368,850
Weighted average of number of shares 2,250,000 2,250,000
Earning per share YR 359 YR 164
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Readers speak on the Iraqi War
Maybe you were wrong

It is pretty apparent from 
news videos that the Iraqi 
people are thrilled that 

Saddam is gone. Maybe you 
were wrong. Why do you 
think these people were 
jumping for joy? I suppose it 
is ok with you for Saddam to 
continue to torture and kill 
his people. How humane are 
you to stand by and let these 
actions continue? The USA 
is not there to stay forever. 
However, they need to be 
there as a policing force 
until the Iraqis can get 
organized. Why have some 
patience and let us help 
these people?

We will find the weapons 
of mass destruction. Will 
you be big enough of a man 
to admit you were wrong 
when we do?

It’s sad that all over the 
Middle East that people are 
shocked and stunned at the 
reactions today of the people 
in Baghdad. That’s mainly 
because of journalists like 
you, who write anti 
American propaganda. How 
do you feel to see the people 
of Iraq so happy and cele­
brating?

Chuck Treadway 
cmtreadway@msn.com

Dear Chuck,
Don’t be fooled by exag­

gerated illusions manifested 
by a minority of Iraqi loot­
ers and vandals, who took to 
the street and went on to fin­
ish the jobs of the 
Tomahawks and other 
weapons could not finish. 
The rest of the Iraqi people 
remained at home in awe 
and shock at what just befell 
them.

—The Editors

Responding to C 
Henning:

You must accept the 
truth!

I have read with interest the 
letter by Christina

Henning regarding
“Boycotting” your newspa­
per. The fact is Ms. Henning 
refuses to accept the Truth. 
Perhaps, she’d prefer to read 
Uday Hussein’s newspaper 
better. The truth hurts when 
we find out that: 1) The Iraqi 
Regime jailed and tortured 
its own people if they would 
not join the Ba’ath Party. 2) 
150 children, were recently 
freed by the Coalition forces 
from jail for refusing to do 
the same. One of the chil­
dren was in jailed for five 
years. 3) Shi’ite Muslims 
being able to freely worship 
once again (One of the 
tenets of the US 
Constitution: Freedom to 
Worship) 4) The Iraqi peo­
ple themselves, free at last, 
show their true feelings 
toward Saddam Hussein.

Now, to all those who 
want to go to fight for 
Saddam Hussein I say, 
“Where were you when the 
Iraqi people as well as 
Muslims themselves, were 
suffering under Saddam 
Hussein? What did they do 
when “Chemical Ali” 
gassed innocent Muslim 
women, children of Kurdish 
origin to death?”

Frank Smith 
marinedoglus@yahoo.com

Utopia freedom isn’t 
possible now either

Your article about free­
dom was well written.

You make some very good 
points. I can only say that 
Freedom was not possible 
under Saddam. Perhaps in 
the true Utopian sense, it is 
not possible now either.

One can argue whether 
the coalition was right or 
wrong in attacking the Iraqi 
regime.

We know the same God. 
He will make it well in the 
end.

I am very sad to see so 

many innocent people die in 
the war. But Saddam could 
have avoided this. However, 
his conscience would not let 
him. He had done terrible 
things to his people. Of 
course he had to defend his 
“honor” as well.

Neil C, USA 
chief929@yahoo.com

Tell me the US 
made up all of this 

I would like to tell your 
columnist Hassan Al- 

Haifi that I happen to be one 
of those Americans that 
were “fooled.” It is strange 
how I could be so naive.

I just watched hundreds of 
Iraqis jumping up and down 
on a statue of Saddam in cel­
ebration. But of course, this 
is probably only American 
soldiers dressed in Iraqi 
civilian clothing or maybe 
there are American soldiers 
with guns to these people’s 
backs, right?

How can you say that our 
soldiers have killed more 
Iraq citizens than Saddam? I 
do not remember ever read­
ing about the United States 
using chemical weapons on 
the Kurds. Then again, that 
was probably us, not 
Chemical Ali.

I challenge you to try and 
question some Iraq citizens 
about how they feel now. 
Then let us know if you still 
feel the same.

I read the statement at the 
bottom that letters can be 
modified (corrected, adjust­
ed, shortened,...) before 
being published. In 
America, we could bring 
trouble to someone alters 
our statement.

Suzi Phelps 
Suziphelps@aol.com

Proud to liberate Iraq

All of the world should 
be proud of America 
and its coalitions in the fight 

to liberate the Iraqi people.
The torture Iraqis endured 

over 20 years by there Iraqi 
leaders (while there so 
called brother Muslims 
stood by) are barbaric.

I am sure some -if not all­
Arab nations will try to find 
some reason to say that 
America is still evil. But 
how could you argue about 
this while seeing the pic­
tures of the torture chambers 
in Iraq and how happy Iraqis 
are after liberation?

God Bless America and 
the free Iraqi people!

Robert P.
parisi2323@yahoo.com

Too bad you won’t 
enjoy Iraqis’ freedom

I have just read your article 
on True Freedom. 
Although I am an American 

and you can correctly 
assume that I do have some 
bias, I would like to say that 
you raise a valid point with 
your repeated question “Is 
this true freedom?” concern­
ing your theoretical future 
for Iraq.

However, even this type 
of freedom (and that would 
be the worst case...I believe 
the US and UK have purer 
motives) is better than a 
tyrant that allows his people 
to starve while building 
palaces to honor himself, 
allow his people to thirst 
while building lakes in 
which to swim or allow his 
people to be tortured 
because they dare speak out 
against him.

I can write a letter to a 
newspaper or even directly 
to the President of the 
United Sates and state any 
disagreements I may have, 
can call him names, curse 
him and even work towards 
his replacement (in legal 
elections) and am not pun­
ished, killed or tortured, but 
I am considered a good 
American taking advantage 
of my freedoms and rights. 

This is true freedom! Can 
you do that or can the people 
of Iraq? I think that they 
soon will

It’s too bad you won’t.
Jim M.

Jim @accentsinpine. com

Knowing how Americans 
think is essential

I am an Italian American, 
who have written to the 
Yemen Times on numerous 

occasions in support of the 
creation and/or the return of 
a Palestine State to the 
Palestinians.

Need I say that this is a 
most unpopular view point 
in my Country, but I have 
always believed in my soul 
that this is the right and 
moral thing to do.

I firmly believe that if 
Israel and Palestine would 
have settled their differ­
ences, we in America would 
not have experienced the 
wrath of two bombings of 
the World Trade Center in 
1993 and on 9/11/01.

I very much hear and 
agree with the Arab people 
when they say why does 
America support, and/or 
condone the killing of 
Palestinians, and continue to 
protect the Jews. If I was 
Arab, I would also feel that 
way.

What is true is that Arafat 
is by far no Angel; what is 
also true is that the Jews 
have also been extremely 
unfair and tough in these 
settlement negotiations, but 
I do believe that it is time 
that America resolves these 
issues, and create a Palestine 
State... period!

Now America and Britain 
are in Iraq - Saddam 
Hussein Country. Again the 
Arabs see Americans killing 
Arabs. But here is what I 
believe the Arabs truly fail 
to see or acknowledge about 
the people of America:

1. In August of 1990, 
Saddam Hussein invaded a 
Muslim/Arab country called 
Kuwait. I do not recall one 
Muslim/Arab Country doing 
anything to help and/or res­
cue their “fellow Muslim 
brothers and sisters” For 
seven long months Hussein 
and his killers terrorized the 
men, women and children of 
Kuwait. It took the United 
States on January 16, 1991 
to aid, assist and rescue the 
innocent people of Kuwait 
from the brutal hands of 
Hussein and his killers.

As an American I look at 
that specific time in history 
and I will always wonder 
why the Arab countries 
never acknowledged 
America for risking our own 
lives to help the Arabs of 
Kuwait.

2. There is a book called 
“Saddam’s Bombmaker” 
published in 2000 and writ­
ten by an Iraqi Scientist, Dr. 
Khidhir Hamza who was the 
architect of Iraq’s atom 
bomb project in which Dr. 
Hamza sets forth the facts of 
“how Saddam terrorized his 
own scientists, played on the 
greed of nuclear suppliers, 
and bamboozled the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency.” Please note that 
Dr. Hamza’s dedication in 
this book reads: “I dedicate 
this book to the suffering 
Iraqi people, who have not 
had a decent break for eight 
hundred years.” And I hope 
everyone in our world reads 
this book.

It is frightening to think 
that we have allowed 
Saddam Hussein and his 
band of torturers to actually 
live in the 20th century - 
and control a country. If the 
Arabs really cared about 
their brothers and sisters, 
then help the USA rid your 
brothers and sisters of such a 
horrible and cruel man — 
Was Saddam any different 
than any other monster in 

the 20th century, namely 
Hitler or Mussolini?

Just because I am an 
American doesn’t mean I 
agree with everything 
Americans do and say. God 
or Allah has given me a 
voice, a heart and a soul to 
speak from, and I am grate­
ful for this gift. Just because 
you are Arab does not mean 
you have to support Saddam 
Hussein because he is Arab.

Plain and simple, Hussein 
is a diabolical and greedy 
human being who kills, tor­
tures and maims the men, 
women and children of Iraq. 
Is that what Muslims do? Is 
that what an Arab repre­
sents? Of course not — so 
why would the Arab World 
support a killer such as him?

If your support of Hussein 
is about money and oil as I 
believe it is with France, 
Germany and Russia — 
shame on you that money is 
more important than the 
honor and treatment of the 
Iraqi people.

Do you really believe that 
Saddam Hussein is honoring 
himself and Allah when he 
continues to torture and ter­
rorize the Iraqi people for 
his own monetary and ego­
tistical benefit?

I am requesting that the 
Yemen Times has the 
courage to print my letter. I 
honor you, as I hope you 
honor me.

We need to be kind to one 
another and embrace each 
others differences, not pun­
ish one another for them.

Lorrie Celotto 
dancinlor@aol.com

Dear Lorrie,
Thank you for your feed­

back. We should like to 
remind you however, that the 
entire Arab World condoned 
Saddam's flagrant invasion 
of Kuwait, and many sup­
ported and some even par­
ticipated in the liberation of 
Kuwait in Operation Desert 
Storm. When something is 
right, no one in his right 
mind would allow himself to 
be blind, if not reactive pos­
itively.

—The editors

Finally, some 
compliment from the US

I want to compliment you 
on an excellent online 
publication, which offers 

balanced views from the 
Arab prospective. I am an 
American living in New 
York City. Many other 
Arabic online publications 
offer nothing but propagan­
da. My compliments for a 
great job...

Gene Weissman 
gene@ebrk.com

Security Council’s 
structure should change

Although I am a very 
anti-Saddam person 
due to his violent and 

wicked behavior, my view 
for the future of all the Arab 
peoples is that they should 
have strong representation 
in the Security Council by 
-for instance- the Arab 
League.

The Security Council 
itself should be changed, 
perhaps the EU should also 
be represented with one 
seat. However, all nations 
who do not conform to a sat­
isfactory moral stance, i.e., 
countries that are non-dem- 
ocratic, slavers, drug culti­
vators, dictatorships, or reli­
gious fundamentalists which 
are cruel and repressive to 
their people, especially 
women. In this way. 
Muslims of the world would 
be able to exercise their 
rightful place and influence 
in -hopefully- a more civi­
lized and liberal world.

Alan Nicholson 
innes_98@yahoo.com

War’s goal is regime 
change!

I read your editorial enti­
tled “True Freedom”.

What do you propose that 
the world do with this evil, 
despicable, violent, murder­
ous, totalitarian regime 
headed by one of the most 
dangerous outlaws in the 
world. The U.S. goal is 
regime change first and 
foremost. If we liberate the 
Iraqi people from their 
pathetic existence at the 
same time, then so be it. 
While the country may not 
be free according to your 
definition after the war, I 
believe the people will enjoy 
a significantly higher quali­
ty of life than before. As for 
the loss of freedom to build 
a strong army, the Iraqi peo­
ple squandered this opportu­
nity by allowing a dictator 
like Saddam to attack neigh­
bors and gas his own people.

They have proven as a 
nation that they cannot be 
trusted with the instruments 
of a strong national defense, 
because they will use is 
offensively.

Swafford Douglas 
douglas.swafford@aged- 

wards.com

Letter to Maha Monther 
from Christian Henning:

Recalling our days in 
Yemen

Do you remember Maha
Monther? Six years 

ago, we stood together at the 
office of the National Phone 
Company in Sana’a, Yemen. 
I was waiting to send a fax 
to the US and I was impa­
tiently (and loudly) com­
plaining about the long line 
of people. You wanted to 
know how long I have been 
waiting. I told you about ten 
minutes. Calmly you said; 
“My sister and I have been 
waiting for five hours to call 
our family in Iraq. 
Sometimes the phones at 
home work and other times 
they do not. If they don’t, 
we have to start all over 
again in the back of the line. 
Or, the phone company clos­
es, and we have to come 
back the next day.” I got 
embarrassed and tongue 
tied. After a considerable 
wait, the phone company 
closed. Neither one of us 
was able to get in touch with 
our families. We now had a 
common enemy; a phone 
company outside of our own 
country. This sealed our 
friendship.

I remember how much 
you disliked wearing the 
required black clothes in 
public. “We hate this life 
here. In Iraq, we were stu­
dents. We had books to read. 
Theaters to go to. Movies to 
watch. We could go out at 
night, meet friends. Here, in 
Yemen, we have nothing! As 
women, we can't go any­
where. We are only allowed 
to go to work if we cover 
ourselves in these ugly black 
bed sheets, and after work 
we have to go home and stay 
there.”

You used to laugh at my 
note taking during our con­
versations. Sometimes you 
would be embarrassed about 
having said this or that and 
you would

say; “Oh No! You didn’t 
write this down, did you?” 
Dear Maha, you will be 
happy to know that I no 
longer have the note book. 
Right now I’m so

mad at myself for having 
read “Conquering the Paper 
Pile-Up" and “Feng Shui.” 
The first one was to teach 
me to clean up my act. The 
latter, how to harmonize my 
external and internal envi­
ronment. So far. it has creat­
ed nothing but confusion 
and the loss of my notes 
about our precious conver­
sations.

But there’s always the 

memory. I learned enough 
from you about Iraq to know 
for the first time what a mar­
velous history Iraq has and 
to discover “with-it, mod­
em” Islamic people. I was 
surprised what a BIG differ­
ence between Muslims in 
Egypt, Yemen, Iran, and 
those in Iraq. Wow, and all 
for the good in my opinion.

You told me that you 
loved your President; I 
never did understand. I did- 
n't want to question you 
about it, I thought it would 
hurt your feelings. I also 
remember you telling me 
that you were in exile not 
because you feared your 
President but because your 
family thought that the Gulf 
War was not the end of it 
and that it would be safer for 
you outside of Iraq. How did 
your family know?

I did keep your letters. 
You opened one with, “How 
are you doing in 
Disneyland?" I never was 
able to explain to you that 
America was not 
Disneyland...but a mere fan­
tasy:

My dear Maha,
With another war in Iraq, 

I am so very worried about 
you. I haven’t seen or heard 
from you. I e mailed you 
many times recently. They 
are no! returned, but they are 
not answered either. Some 
would tell me that I should 
thing of the “bigger pic­
ture.” but when I think of

Iraq...I only think of you 
and how I can find out if you 
are OK and what I can do to 
help you. The ocean 
between us is deep and get­
ting deeper.

With love and concern 
from your friend,

Christina Henning 
cslate@cavenet.com

Don’t be excited by 
anti-war Americans

Please don’t get excited 
when you receive and 
publish letters from 

Americans who support 
your views of the war. Be 
sure that most Americans 
support our leader and our 
troops. Also be sure that 
there will always be a 
healthy debate in the United 
States about anything and 
everything that our govern­
ment does because we are 
free people. I was outraged 
by an editorial in the Yemen 
Times that accused 
Americans of being brain­
washed and believing any­
thing that our government 
tells us. Obviously, you have 
never watched a White 
House or Pentagon briefing 
where the majority of 
reporters are trying to 
uncover the truth and many 
of those reporters are likely 
not fans of the Bush admin­
istration. That is what we 
call freedom; freedom to 
criticize our government, 
freedom to criticize religion 
or religious leaders, and 
freedom of information so 
that Americans have access 
to the truth. Our newspapers 
and television reports are 
full of reports by those who 
would like to find fault in 
the Bush administration. We 
can read, write, think, and 
do just about anything here 
in the U.S. That freedom 
isn’t always used wisely by 
all Americans. I think you 
would be ashamed to know 
that most of the anti war 
protesters in the United 
States are left-wingers - 
Hollywood celebrities, 
whose behavior and morals 

would be abhorrent to most 
Muslims, or political leftists 
who would also espouse 
causes and values that 
would insult Islamic morali­
ty as well as Christian prin­
ciples. If you, at The Yemen 
Times, are embracing the 
anti war left from the U.S. 
then you are most likely 
embracing what Muslims 
consider the worst of 
American society.

As to the accusation that 
Americans are brainwashed 
by our government...do you 
read U.S. newspapers or 
watch U.S. news reports on 
television? We read Arabic 
newspapers and see Arabic 
reports on television and 
most Americans are shocked 
that the Arabic world sees 
such propaganda and blatant 
lies as truth.

A Saudi editor, Abd Al- 
Rahman Al-Rashed of the 
daily Al-Sharq Al-Awsat 
presented his views in recent 
editorials translated by the 
Middle Eastern Media 
Research Institute. He says, 
“Notice the difference in 
press conferences on both 
sides. In the West, journal­
ists are not satisfied with lis­
tening. They probe, express 
opposing opinions, and 
expose lies. In our media, 
anything [the Iraqi informa­
tion minister] Al-Sahhaf 
says is broadcast as if he 
was a Friday preacher in a 
mosque. ...”

Americans would not tol­
erate the level of political 
propaganda and lies in our 
media that the Arab media 
spews. We have too many 
other options for informa­
tion and most Americans 
care about truth because 
freedom will only be found 
in the truth.

Millie Puddy 
milliepuddy@yahoo.com

Is living under
Saddam’s rule better?

I would like to make a few 
comments concerning 
your recent article “True 

Freedom”. You say the war 
is not approved by the inter­
national community yet the 
coalition is fifty (50) coun­
tries strong and growing.

You say “only Iraqis can 
decide what they want & 
need”. In this, what you 
really mean is Saddam 
decides what is best for each 
& every Iraqi citizen. Do 
you really believe that any 
citizen in Iraq can speak 
their true feelings and 
desires and live to tell about 
it? Not likely.

You say that after being 
“liberated”, Iraq will be for­
ever in debt to the US & 
UK, thus not being free. A 
more absurd statement, I 
don’t think I’ve ever heard. 
So what you’re really saying 
then, is living under a mur­
derous butcher like Saddam 
Hussein is better than a 
chance to be free.

Under the barbarous 
regime of Saddam Hussein, 
Iraq has forfeited it is right 
to arm itself as evidenced by 
UN res. 1441 which was 
unanimously approved by 
the UN security council. 
The Iraqi people deserve 
better than having to live in 
fear of what they say, of 
what they do or what they 
think.

It seems to me that your 
anti-American feelings are 
clouding your good judg­
ment. I know that I can’t 
speak for the average Iraqi 
citizen but simple logic dic­
tates that a person would 

rather live with a chance at 
life, liberty & the pursuit of 
happiness than live under a 
sadistic dictatorship. By 
reading your column, one 
would assume that life in 
Iraq is all fine & dandy. 
When Saddam & his hench­
men are finally gone, I am 
sure that the Iraqi people 
will tell you otherwise. It 
may take awhile but the 
truth will come out for the 
ENTIRE world to see. 
Unfortunately, the only truth 
able to be spoken by any 
Iraqi citizen is from the ones 
lucky enough to escape Iraq. 
I have spoken to many 
Iraqi’s now living in my 
hometown and the over­
whelming consensus is that 
Saddam must go, by any 
means possible. Thank God 
President Bush is finally 
standing strong and putting 
an end to the madness in 
Iraq.

Todd DuQuette 
Stockton, Ca, USA 

niterydr99n @comcast.net

Can’t Arabs live without 
dictators?

I read your editorial section 
this morning. I'm not 
clear on your position with 

regards to Iraq. Is it your 
position that the people of 
Iraq where better off under 
Saddam? That his govern­
ment had their true interests 
at heart? That he provided 
better for their welfare than 
if Iraq was ruled by the peo­
ple as a democracy?

Why does the Arab media 
never publish the fact that 
Saddam and his government 
have been responsible for 
more Muslim deaths than 
practically any in history? 
Why is it acceptable to 
today’s Arabs that their gov­
ernments can kill other 
Arabs by the thousands? 
Why didn’t you call for a 
jihad against Saddam when 
he was killing women and 
children by the thousands?

War is bad. very bad. 
People are killed, both the 
innocent and the combat­
ants. Property is destroyed. 
Yet when (not if) the people 
of Iraq begin to speak of the 
removal of Saddam and the 
new freedom they enjoy, I 
hope you will do a truthful 
story on that.

It will be interesting to 
see, a number of years from 
now, when the people of 
Iraq are living under a 
democracy, which type of 
government they agree is 
better for them.

I can’t understand why 
you and others in the Arab 
media feel that Arabs can 
only exist under dictators. 
Why do you believe that 
Arabs can’t rule them­
selves? The Arab’s where 
once one of the brightest 
lights in world civilization. I 
can only hope that in this 
century that the Arab world 
can begin to pull itself out of 
the several hundred year 
decline it has been in.

Embracing the future, 
building a better tomorrow 
and not living in the self- 
delusions of the past would 
be a good first step.

Kalvan Swanky 
Swanky_Kalvan@emc.com

Dear Kalvan and other 
similar persuasions,

Thank you for your feed­
back. We, and we are sure 
you also, do believe that two 
wrongs never make a right, 
or do they in the USA?

—The Editors
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Despite what others 
say, you are honest!

If I may, I would just like 
to take a moment to con­
gratulate the editor, Hassan 

Al-Haifi, and your newspa­
per. Far from what some 
readers say, especially the 
ones from the United States, 
I find your paper to be truth­
ful and honest. There seems 
to be real telling of the 
news.

How can you keep your 
patience when people com­
ment in such a manner, sim­
ilar to those that are brought 
up on CNN and Fox New? I 
really don’t understand. I 
also congratulate you on 
your reply to Todd 
DuQuette. You are a humble 
and intelligent journalist and 
from me a normal man in 
England, I thank you and 
look forward to read your 
newspaper online for a long 
time into the future.

Robbie Hardy 
robbiejhardy@hotmail.com

Some Americans 
are still anti-war

I am e-mailing you this due 
to the fact that I want you 
to know that not all 

Americans approve of what 
Bush has done! I become 
frustrated every night while 
watching the news. The 
American government has a 
wonderful way of hiding 
things from their own peo­
ple. I think that things could 
have been done in a differ­
ent manner all together. 
There are many here in 
America, who have demon­
strated against this ongoing 
one sided war. I am sorry 
you have received hate mail. 
But please, do not think that 
it is all of Americans that are 
for this war. There are those 
of us who deplore it, and I 
am one of them. Sorry you 
get hate mail. Those who 
send them are ignorant.

Sona Manuelian 
moog823@optonline.net

Your “freedom” 
theories are invalid 

Your columns never 
cease to amaze me. The 

slanted choice of words is 
also very interesting... “...it 
[Iraq] falls in the hands of 
the UK and US in this war.” 
Certainly it is your right to 
be suspicious.

One of your premises has 
to do with Iraq being forev­
er indebted to the US for its 
“liberation”’.

As you can well see. 
France doesn't seem to be 
all that beholding to the US 
for liberating it in WWII.

So that theory doesn't 
appear to hold up too well. I 
don’t think the US has much 
to say about what weapons 
they develop — or who 
they sell nuclear reactors to 
for that matter.

Some mindless French 
thugs have even taken to 
desecrating British soldier's 
graves and painting 
swastikas upon them.

That’s some gratitude.
You say: “The Iraqi 

regime that could be 
appointed after Saddam is 
gone, must be loyal to the 
US and UK, and must be in 
coherence with business 
interests. Hence, this regime 
will have to consult those 
countries on many things 
that may even be related to 
local political as well as 
commercial affairs.”

I say: just like France 
consults us. right?

You say: “After all, the 
Afghanistan example is 
clear. Its leader was appoint­
ed by the US directly out of 
orders from the White 
House."

That’s sounds pretty 
ridiculous... I haven’t been 
keeping an eye on what is 
going on in Afghanistan but 
I am guessing that an inter­
im government has been, 
yes, appointed at this stage 
but I would expect that there 
will be free and fair elec­

tions soon.
I think that it’s way, way, 

way too soon to be using 
Afghanistan as an example. 
I think our using France as 
an example would even be 
fairer than that.

Here is one case where I 
totally agree with you:

“Freedom means that you 
can stand up against any 
unjust power and say “no!”

Saddam Hussein was an 
unjust power... there is no 
question about that. The 
US/UK led

coalition of 49 countries 
will give the Iraqi people the 
freedom to stand up to 
Saddam’s unjust power.

Without the might of the 
coalition, they are slaves to 
that horrendous regime with 
absolutely no freedom. Let 
freedom ring, true freedom.

Tom Holloway 
tombo@bellsouth.net

Dear Tom:
We also said “no” to 

Saddam Hussein, or more 
than one occasion.

—The Editors

Bravo to your editor

Bravo to your insightful 
and intelligent article 
“true freedom”!

I’m an American and I 
strongly believe we are at 
war for NO good reason, 
other than money & power.

I hope that this genocide 
will end immediately, and I 
pray for the innocent who 
will perish and be scarred 
because of Bush’s ignorance 
(he is after all, controlled by 
*others* - and I’m sure you 
know who I’m referring to).

I support the American 
soldiers who risk their lives 
so that I can be safe, but I 
also pray that they return 
home quickly and safely. I 
also pray for the future of 
the U.S. as violence will 
only bring more violence. 
Christine Smythe 
christinems@comcast.net

Dear Christine:
It is worth noting that 

France was an important 
supporter of the American 
Revolution against Great 
Britain. “Without that sup­
port, the US would still be 
taking directions from 
London, rather than the 
other way around” to quote 
our editor Hassan Al-Haifi, 
in one of his columns.

—The Editors

Bias reports on all sides

I read the news sources of 
the world, like the Yemen 
Times, Washington Post, 

The Guardian in the UK, 
and many more sources 
online. Many people of the 
United States of America 
(U.S.A.) do the same and we 
express our views openly. 
To think that the only news 
we get is the sanitized media 
of our public television is to 
stereotype a nation. 
American news is sanitized 
so not to offend the masses. 
Like al-Jazirah, the 
American media services 
are driven by ratings. They 
deliver what the public 
wants to hear, and during a 
time of war, Americans are 
looking for news that either 
comforts them or reassures 
them that their intentions are 
good. Its political correct­
ness may go too far at times, 
but for those who wish to 
investigate an issue further, 
the resources are readily 
available to them.

In my readings, I have 
found that the views of the 
counties of the world are 
biased on all sides. I am not 
against the reasons for the 
U.S.A. going into Iraq, but I 
due believe that there may 
have been other solutions 
with less drastic conse­
quences.

Your remark about the 
idea that “some Americans 
never think that they may be 
wrong!", goes both ways. 

The same is true for Muslin 
nations of the world. The 
U.S.A., however, has an 
obligation to the world to 
help ensure peace as the 
only remaining “Super 
Power”. I, however, think 
that we all know that the 
United States is no ‘Angel’. 
It does what is in its own 
best interests in regards to 
economics, politics, and the 
public safety. It has not 
always been true to its val­
ues either, but it is going in 
what I consider a good 
direction. People recognize 
the problems in the system 
and take the steps to correct 
and revise these issues 
through civil means.

Yes, some Americans, 
like me, see the U.S.A. as a 
“Super Power” and think of 
the United States as one of 
many leaders the free world. 
Like you, we debate the val­
ues and beliefs of many dif­
fering people and religions, 
but many Americans feel 
that their democracy and 
freedoms allow them the 
right to share and promote 
their views. That is the basis 
of the founding principles of 
this nation and the many 
freedoms presented within 
our nation’s Bill of Rights. 
The same freedoms that 
allow Americans the right to 
free speech also allows them 
to protest and hold rallies. It 
allows the people to criticize 
the government and our 
president. It allows us to 
look beyond the current con­
servative views of the 
United States Republican 
political party and see that 
the country is made up of 
much more than George 
Bush and its current elected 
representatives. The hatred 
for the U.S.A. by the people 
of the world is their right 
and is a freedom that they 
are allowed to express. I 
have no issues with people 
hating a country as long as 
they try to resolve the issues 
through non-violent means 
rather than resorting to 
extremes like war, Jihad, or 
martyrdom. Education and 
communication create 
polarized views, but it also 
provides the means to 
resolve the issues through 
civilized actions.

In your editorial you said, 
“I find it truly disgusting to 
see how the President has 
almost tearful expressions 
of sadness for the loss of a 
few American soldiers 
killed or imprisoned, while 
neglecting the fact that hun­
dreds of innocent Iraqi civil­
ians have died. President 
Bush accuses Iraqi soldiers 
of being terrorists, while it 
seems to me, and many oth­
ers, that the contrary is true. 
How can an invader call 
himself a liberator while a 
person who defends his 
country with his life be 
called a terrorist?”

My only response to add 
to this is that I partially 
agree with you. The 
President of the United 
States must deliver his mes­
sages in a form that will gain 
public support for his 
actions. If he acknowledged 
the pains of the Iraqi people, 
he would undermine the 
goal that he has presented to 
his troops and cause them to 
question their duty and 
assignment. Also, the 
Iraqi’s who defend their 
county are also doing their 
job and following the duty 
of a soldier. But to leave 
your post as a soldier and 
assume the role of a civilian 
only to attack your enemy 
makes every civilian suspi­
cious of being the combatant 
or terrorist. If the Iraqi sol­
diers were to support their 
country, they would do so as 
soldiers and not as anony­
mous combatants.

You ask if we feel that this 
war is just. I do not know 
that answer. My only hope 
is that United Nations, who 
presented an ultimatum to 

Iraq, realizes that there are 
issues with Iraq that need to 
be resolved but no course of 
action could be agreed upon. 
These issues and potential 
threats undermine the stabil­
ity of the Middle East and 
need to be addressed. In the 
mean time, let us just pray 
that the conflict is resolved 
soon so we can help the peo­
ple of Iraq get their lives 
back in order without 
threats, both foreign and 
domestic.

The thinking that is 
expressed through out the 
Middle East puts as much 
fear in me as President Bush 
pursuing war with Iraq. 
What scares me more is if 
the United States finds 
weapons of mass destruc­
tion in Iraq and the regime 
change is successful, will 
the Middle Eastern nations 
pull back from such a criti­
cal view of the situation. 
Will our actions have been 
justified? I fear that the 
Arab nations may be so set 
on a Jihad with the west that 
there will be no peace in the 
world for years or decades 
to come. The war in Iraq is 
about more than weapons or 
regime change. I feel that 
the rest of the world at some 
level supports the intentions 
but is opposed to the means 
by which they were 
achieved. The question is, 
“Could Iraq have ever 
changed without the war?” 
We will never know.

Chris G.
Minneapolis, MN 

United States of America

Some Americans are 
righteous ignorance

It is discouraging to hear 
that so many Americans 
respond with such a level of 

self-righteous ignorance. I 
am American-born and do 
not know many such people. 
“What Americans Should 
Think About”.. Almost all I 
know are sincerely spiritual 
people who care about the 
People of other Nations as 
much as their/our own.

As far as the recent events 
are concerned and the fact 
that most of the world does 
not care for Americans ... I 
believe this is an engineered 
circumstance in preparation 
for some atrocities to be 
committed by certain pow­
ers upon their own people. .. 
they do not want there to be 
any help for the good 
Americans when the times 
comes ... Most of the world 
will find it difficult to 
believe there is such a divi­
sion here!! It is a sad state. 
It is my hope that those of us 
who do care about the rest of 
the world will one day be 
able to make things right 
and make America an inspir­
ing and loved Nation once 
again. Right now, Satan 
rules with his Thamudis at 
the helm.

God/Allah Bless You and 
our prayers are in mind 
every moment for an end to 
the suffering Satan has 
brought to the world.

Regina O.
OrganicBeekeeping@ 

thehealingpath.com

Dear Regina,
I assure you that we treat 

all feedback with the utmost 
of respect. Even those who 
may not agree with us, we 
are confident that their 
intentions are honest, gen­
uine and generally good, 
though maybe disjointed by 
the lack of a broader per­
spective of events. That is 
why it is important for peo­
ple in the world to commu­
nicate. so that all the good 
that exists in the world can 
come together and start to 
create a mighty world power 
that is called “public opin­
ion”, which will eventually 
revolutionize the course of 
political and even military 
events in the world to come.

Keep the faith.
—The Editors

Think independently 
& get things right

Your editorial on what 
Americans should 
think was good. I thought as 

an American I would add 
some comments. Most 
Americans, as most people 
in the world, work. They 
have gotten in the habit of 
relying on television and 
newspapers for their news. 
The problem, of course, is 
that if Americans or any 
people, have limited news 
and views presented to them 
they cannot have opinions 
that are really valid. We 
tend to think that we live in 
a freer society than anyone 
else, but I am afraid that we 
are only free in certain 
ways. Most Americans 
refuse to believe that it is 
possible for them to be 
unduly influenced by propa­
ganda, and thus are easily 
controlled by it.

These techniques are used 
on peoples all over the 
world, but I believe more 
Americans are naive about 
having propaganda used on 
them and are currently more 
easily manipulated by it than 
people in many other coun­
tries who are used to such 
control. But people all over 
the world are influenced and 
manipulated when the news 
they get is controlled, or 
when they refuse to look at 
issues impartially due to 
influences of religion or pol­
itics misapplied in ways 
intended to control them. 
The tragic consequences of 
this are wars, hatred, and 
failure to recognize and 
solve the many problems 
there are in the world today. 
The reaction of people 
around the world over the 
current war in Iraq is to per­
haps blame the American 
people. In the long run, 
however, we will suffer and 
have to deal with the conse­

quences as much as the peo­
ple currently being victim­
ized. Only by independent 
thinking, talking with open 
minds to each other, and 
thinking, rather than arguing 
and hating, can we personal­
ly rise above the manipula­
tion and hatred that is being 
forced on us. Your editorial 
is admirable in that it does 
that.

Bob Patrick 
mwilhm@southshore.com

Bush & Blair are war 
criminals

I have been faithfully read­
ing your column for a few 
weeks now and wish more 

Americans could read it. I 
guess I should say I wish 
they were aware of the 
accessibility to your column 
through the internet. It is 
nice to get the view point of 
someone near to the scene 
and not the propaganda put 
out by many of the U.S. 
news agencies. Bush and 
Blair should be tried as war 
criminals, because ‘yes’, 
this attack was all about oil. 
There were no weapons of 
mass destruction but that is 
being swept under the carpet 
and they are trying to turn 
attention away from the fact. 
All the American soldiers 
and innocent civilians that 
died were killed for nothing. 
Now Bush is trying to sug­
gest that Syria is guilty of 
violations. He is out of con­
trol and carrying out his own 
agenda at the expense of the 
American people. I know in 
my heart there will more 9- 
11 type attacks in retaliation. 
What bothers me is that it 
will be innocent people that 
will die, while it should be 
Bush and Blair who should 
be prosecuted. I did read in 
an American newspaper that 
Rumsfeld wanted to go after 
Iraq when Reagan was pres­
ident. Reagan was another 

warmongering fool with his 
attack on Libya. I hope the 
world wakes up and more 
importantly the U.S. to the 
real elements of the axis of 
evil, Bush and Blair.

Ron Jones 
USA 

rcwrinkledog@excite.com

Arabs: Wake up & fight 
your leaders!

When are Arabs going 
to wake up and real­
ize that they are being ruled 

by the rich and powerful? 
Their leaders don’t care 
about religion, but all they 
care about is wealth and 
power. That is plain and 
simple! What did Saddam 
do for his people? He wasn’t 
even a religious man to 
begin with. He pursued 
power and money only. It 
was he who caused the death 
and destruction in his coun­
try...not the Americans.

Paul Miller 
jlnl230@msn.com

Freedom of speech in YT

After reading Mr Gi 
Joe’s letter -in the let­
ters to the editor section- I 

felt I must write in support 
of the Yemen Times efforts 
to ensure some honest 
exchange of views. 
Although I understand some 
of the writer’s ‘apparent’ 
perceptions of the situation 
in Iraq, the truth, neverthe­
less, is often very grey!

Having lived in Yemen 16 
years I can testify to the sin­
cere aims of the paper’s edi­
tor and staff in endeavoring 
to create a climate and 
forum for free speech. Such 
institutions are always pre­
cious whether they are in 
Yemen, or anywhere in the 
small world!

Robin Warner 
robinwarneruk@yahoo.com

Yemen never 
learnt its lesson

I can not believe that 
Yemen has not learnt its 
lesson. We stood by Saddam 

during Gulf War I and paid a 
dear price. Yes we did, and 
we had all our workers in 
the Gulf and Saudi Arabia 
kicked out. Now they are 
jobless and the country is 
suffering.

Wake up! America came 
and liberated Iraq and you 
are whining because the 
Iraqi people don’t have elec­
tricity, (as if all of Yemen is 
enjoying uninterrupted elec­
tricity day and night.) This is 
war. There are bound to be 
victims. Look at the number 
of victims it took to “liber­
ate” Yemen in 1962. I know 
it was more than what Iraq 
suffered, because America 
had no intention of hurting 
civilians, whenever it was 
avoidable. Sana’a was under 
siege for 70 days. People 
had to burn the wood of 
their windows to have fire to 
cook with. That is the price 
of freedom.

The difference is; this 
time the Iraqi people were 
aided by an outside nation. 
So, they got help from the 
most powerful and generous 
nation on earth, the US I can 
say this to all Yemenis. You 
are, also, a good and gener­
ous nation. Your intentions 
are good at heart. But, real­
ize who your friends are. 
Align yourselves with your 
brothers in Iraq, not with 
their rulers. Align your­
selves with your neighbors, 
where it is morally and eco­
nomically beneficial. Right 
is right, the U.S. is not 
always wrong because the 
majority is not Muslim. Do 
not take a stance against the 
U.S, whom you made a tra­
dition to disagree with.

F. Samawi 
samawif@toyotamallofga.com

Announcement
The Al-Mahra Rural Development Project financed by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) announces its need to fill 
the following International Post.

Terms of Reference

Project title: Al-Mahra Rural Development Project
Post title: Rural Credit Specialist (International)
Contracted by: PMU
Duration: 6 months
Duty Station: Al-Ghaydhah with extensive field travel

Background
The Government of Yemen has received IFAD loan No. 528YE to finance Al-Mahra Rural Development Project and appointed UNOPS as 
cooperating agency. The overall project goal is to improve the wellbeing of participating smallholder households and rural communities 
through their engagement in the productive and sustainable use of their natural resource bases. To help achieve this goal, project 
investment will aim to (a) support the development of more self-reliant communities and strengthen the partnerships between all 
stakeholders in the economic development of Al-Mahra; (b) strengthen the capacity of male and female farmers and fishermen and their 
communities, particularly disadvantaged groups, to determine, access and use appropriate resources, technology and rural credit for 
agriculture, fisheries and livestock development; and (c) to build knowledge and capacity in public and private institutions and enterprises 
in Al-Mahra to deliver equitable, sustainable and profitable financial and technical services to the rural community. Overall investment will 
be geared toward ensuring a community and private sector-led primary industries sector in Al-Mahra that understands its natural resource 
base and uses it profitably and sustainable.

Qualification and experience
1. The rural Credit specialist shall have at least a MSc degree (PhD is preferable) in Agriculture Economics, accounting and 

finance or a related science. He/she will have at least 10 years experience in agricultural development banking with adequate 
exposure to credit operations; use of financial intermediaries for provision of credit services, particularly to low income 
households and poor; cooperative grassroots credit institutions; micro-finance systems including group lending technology; 
institutional development’ and training systems and designing training programmes. Good communication skills, fluency in 
Arabic and English and mastery of computer techniques, spreadsheet and database software (in particular MS Excel and MS 
Access) and good reporting techniques is required. The candidate should be between 35 and 45 years of age, in excellent 
health and familiar with hot climate.

Duties and Responsibilities
2. He or she will be responsible to the Chairman CACB Board of Directors and the director of CACB Al-Mahra branch and will 

work in close co-ordination with the PMU. The services of an internationally Rural Credit specialist will be provided to the 
Cooperative and Agricultural Credit Bank Al-Mahra branch (CACB) and Project Management unit (PMU) to operationalise new 
credit delivery mechanisms involving the use of financial intermediaries, self-help thrift and credit groups of poor and informal 
credit providers. The consultant shall:
a. Assessment of existing credit operations and suggest any necessary modifications and development according to bank 

regulations and rules;
b. Prepare a research in the project area regarding Credit.
c. Assist CACB Al-Mahra branch in developing manuals and guidelines to operationalise new credit delivery mechanisms;
d. Prepare training packages and conduct the training programmes;
e. Design training systems for the development of financial intermediaries in associations with local training providers. 
f. Any other task required by the Chairman CACB Board of Directors or the director of CACB Al-Mahra branch

Outputs
The basic outputs will include:

a) An Inception Report;
b) A manual for lending through financial intermediaries for the use of the operating staff of CACB Al-Mahra branch;
c) Lending systems and procedures through self-help thrift and credit groups; operating guidelines;
d) Linkage banking through traders' guidelines, systems and procedures;
e) Use of joint liability groups: guidelines, systems and procedures;
f) Training packages and basic training material for the development of financial intermediaries in community banking;
g) A community banking blue print for adoption by the proposed financial intermediaries (agriculture/fishery associations and 

charity or community associations). This would include review of legal provisions:
h) The development of training design and a calendar of training activities. In matters of training, the consultant will be assisted 

by local training providers; and
i) Organization of training programmes:

• To CACB A-Mahra branch staff in the use of manuals and guidelines referred to under (a) and (b) above;
• To CACB Al-Mahra branch staff, project community development staff and selected persons of the proposed financial

intermediaries on the capacity building of financial intermediaries.
• He or she will submit work reports to PMU/CACB with a copy of IFAD.

Interested Applicants should submit their CVs plus their proposal for monthly remuneration not later than 45 days from the date 
of announcement in the newspaper to the following address: Project Director of Al-Mahra Rural Development Project; 
Headquarter office Al-Ghaydha - Al-Mahra Governorate Tel: 00967-5-611297
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I. What to Say
Situations and expressions (47): 
Describing work experience (I)

T
here are two types of people on the basis of 
whether they do or don’t enjoy their work. 
Those who take their job seriously and as a 
challenge to fulfill their potential are usually an 

innovative, imaginative lot. They make an all-out 
effort to put in their best into the job and enjoy every 
bit of their experience. On the other hand, there are 
others, usually shirkers, who see their work, not as 
an opportunity to serve, but rather as a matter of 
compulsion. They keep grumbling about their job. 
Let's in this lesson, study some of the expressions 
conveying these mutually opposite feelings as well 
as some other ideas relating to work and work 
experience.

• There is immense job satisfaction in my new 
job.

• My job is fairly interesting and challenging.
• There’s scope for demonstrating one’s 

potential.
• Thank God! I have opportunities to exhibit 

my self-worth.
• A lot of freedom and flexibility is what makes 

me enjoy my job thoroughly.
• I have ample scope to introduce innovation in 

the job.
• I feel I’ m cut out for this job.
• Nice salary, good perks, other fringe 

benefits, and a most sensible boss. What more 
do I look for?

• Only sky is the limit in here if you have the 
brains. I enjoy every bit of my job.

• It is the kind of job where you can not only 
prove your mettle, but go that extra mile.

• In my job I feel I’m not working to live, but 
living to work. It’s so exciting, so inviting, so 
fulfilling.

• My work is demanding, no doubt, yet it is 
richly rewarding.

• It’s so inspiring and stimulating.
• The job offers you a lot to show your creativity 

and imagination.
• There’s so much of public relation involved. 

Each day is a new learning experience there.
• I feel so depressed. Didn’t find a job up to my 

choice. Hence, I’m unemployed.
• He was recently fired by his employer.
• I may be declared redundant, I’m afraid.
• He has been handed in a prior notice for 

compulsory retirement.

II, How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1.I was absent one time or two times.
2. He raises very early in the morning.
3. Telling lies is a very bad custom.
4. This is the scenery of a beautiful lake.
5. These two boys help one another.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. He accused the man of stealing.
2. Faiz has not come either.

Note: ‘also’ or ‘too' is changed into ‘ not... 
either' in a negative sentence.

3. I want you to tell me the truth.
Note: With verbs like ‘want’, 'like’, ‘wish’, etc., 
the subject of the infinitive (here ‘you’) is 
mentioned if it is different from that of the main 
verb (here ‘I’).

4. From now on I will study hard.
5. When school is over I go home.

III. Increase your word power
A) How to express it in one word
1. A bridge that can be pulled up to let ships pass.
2. Room in which guests are received.
3. To stretch something in space and time.
4. A very attractive person of the opposite sex.
5. A beautiful and happy place that exists only in 

one’s imagination.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. A person who makes drawings of all the parts of 

a new building: draughtsman or draftsman (n)
2. To feel weak after illness: dragdown (n)
3. A list of characters in a play: dramatis personae 

(n)
4. A measured amount of liquid swallowed at one 

time: dose (n)
5. A state of affairs in which neither side wins: 

draw (n)

B) Foreign phrases and expressions
Use the following expressions in sentences
1. debut; 2. chauffeur;
3. compos mentis; 4. deo volente;
5. cul-de-sac

Answers to last week’s questions
1. cure (Fr) (a parish priest): He was a devout 

cure.
2. curriculum vitae (Lat) (a Short Written account 

of one’s education and past employment): I 
have sent my curriculum vitae to the 
prospective employer.

3. dauphin (Fr) (the eldest son of the king of 
France): The dauphin abdicated the royal 
throne in favor of his younger brother.

4. debacle (Fr) (a sudden and great disaster): The 
cyclone that hit the coastal town of Paradip in 
eastern India three years ago was an 
unprecedented debacle.

5. debris (Fr) (scattered remains): People tried to 
search for their belongings from the debris after 
the explosion.

C) Words commonly confused
Bring out the differences in meaning of the 
following pairs/groups of words
1. fairly, quite fairly, rather
2. amenity, facility
3. sink, drown
4. kill, murder, assassinate

Answers to last week’s questions
1. custodial (adj) (related to the state of being in 

custody): The cause of the custodial death of the 
accused is being investigated.
custodian (n) (a person who has power of 
supervision of somebody or something): After 
the child became an orphan, his uncle became 
his legal custodian.

2. custom (n) (usual and generally accepted 
behavior among members of a social group): It’s 
our custom to wear new dress on occasion of
Eid.
customs (n) (import duties): Customs duties on 
the imported goods have been paid at the airport.

3. cut-out (n) (a figure cut out of wood or paper): 
A life-size cut-out of the President was fixed on 
the building .
cut out (vt) (to remove by cutting): He cut out 
the advertisement from the newspaper.

4. cut-throat (ri) (a fierce criminal): He is a 
dreaded cut-throat.
cut throat (vt): I would rather die from hunger, 
than cut some one's throat to survive.

5. door keeper (n) (a person who guards the main 
door of a large building and lets people in and 
out): The door keeper of the building is very 
courteous to visitors.
door man (n) (a man in a large or official 
buildings who watches the door as well as helps 
people to find taxis, etc.): You can ask the door 
man to find you a taxi.

D) Idioms and phrases
Use the following phrases in sentences
1. back up; 2. backtrack;
3, get in through the back door;
4. back out; 5. back onto

Answers to last week’s questions
1. in bad faith (to act dishonestly): I never

imagined that he would act in such bad faith and 
dare to deceive me.

2. contrary to (in opposition to): You can’t act 
contrary to rules.

3. to the contrary (to the opposite effect): I have 
nothing to say to the contrary.

1. on the contrary (used for expressing strong 
opposition to what has been said): I don’t dislike 
my job; on the contrary I like it very much.

5. open and above board (without deception): All 
his actions are open and above board.

IV. Grammar and composition
A) Grammar
Complete the following sentences using adjectival 
phrases with a) a past participle, b) a present 
participle, c) a preposition.
1. I’d really like to live in a house ...
2. I have never met any one ...
3. Books ... tend to interest me more than books ...
4. Children ... really get on my nerves.
5. Television programs ... are very stimulating.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. The new sex discrimination act gives women 

equality of opportunity in the field of 
employment.

2. Men have previously tended to treat women 
badly or like second class citizens.

3. It was only people with unconventional beliefs 
who thought that women should not be 
exploited.

4. It is possible that? a lot of men still are 
prejudiced or have prejudices against women.

5. The new law, however, means that women 
cannot be discriminated against.

B) Composition
Expand the idea contained in the line

15. THE CHILD IS THE FATHER OF MAN

Answer to last week’s question

14. IF WINTER COMES, CAN SPRING BE 
FAR BEHIND?

In this oft-quoted line from his poem ‘Ode to the 
West Wind’, the English Romantic poet P. B. Shelly 
not only states a universal truth, but also gives us a 
message of hope. ‘Winter’ here stands for ‘miseries 
and misfortunes’, and ‘spring’ symbolizes 
'prosperity and happiness’. Just as the cold, 
cheerless and comfortless days of winter are 
replaced by the greenery and cheerful, colorful 
bloom of spring, in the same way the bitter and 
biting days of misfortune lead to fair and smiling 
days of happiness. No misery is endless, no 
misfortune everlasting. Sooner or later they will 
come to an end. The dark clouds of suffering will 
pass and Dame Fortune will smile upon those who 
are for the time being groaning under the burden of 
the calamity of the blind misfortune. Just as seasons 
of grim and lifeless days of winter are followed in a 
cyclic way by the blooming days full of life, in the 
same manner there is a cycle of fortune as well in 
which torture is followed by joy. The implied 
meaning of Shelley’s question is that we should not 
lose heart in the face of adversities, but face them 
boldly, bravely and bide our time with patience and 
fortitude till better days return.

IV. Pearls from the Holy Quran 
V. Words of Wisdom

.. There is no victory 
Except from Allah, 

The Exalted, the Wise
S3:A126

“Silence is one great art of conversation.”
—Hazlitt

Time tested methods of teaching
The Audio-Lingual Method

Dr. Bushra Noori M.
Sadoon
Associate Professor and Head 
Department of English 
Faculty of Education, 
Mahweet

T
he last four decades of the 
29th century witnessed a 
phenomenal increase in 
global communication. 
Many people, across the 

world, showed an intense and abiding 
interest in modern languages. 
Dissatisfaction with the traditional 
methods, their validity and adequacy, 
especially with their treatment of spo­
ken language led to the birth of the 
Audio-Lingual method which is based 
on the aural-oral approach. It put accent 
on the acquisition of oral language skills 
through oral practice based on repetition 
and analogy.

A. Theoretical background
The Audio-Lingual theory is derived 

from linguistics and psychology. It is a 
combination of structural linguistic the­
ory, contrastive analysis, aural-oral pro­
cedures and behaviorist psychology. In 
this theory language is seen as having 
its own unique system. The system 
comprises several different levels: 
phonological, morphological and syn­
tactic. Each level has its own distinctive 
patterns. Language learning is viewed 
as the acquisition of a practical set of 
communication skills. It entails lan­
guage and learning the rules by which 
these elements are combined from 
phoneme to morpheme to word or 
phrase to sentence. Language is prima­
rily spoken and only secondarily writ­
ten. Therefore, it is assumed that speech 
has priority in language teaching.

This theory is an interpretation of lan­
guage learning in terms of stimuli and 
response, operant conditioning and rein­
forcement with emphasis on successful 
error-free learning.

B. Objectives
The aim of this method is:
1. to make students able to use the 

target language communicatively and 
automatically without stopping to think; 
and

2. to help students to acquire the 
structural patterns.

C. Principles
The principles of this method are:
1. Instructions are given in the target 

language.
2. Language forms occur within a 

context.
3. Students’ native language inter­

feres as little as possible with the stu­
dents’ attempts to acquire the target lan­
guage.

4. Teaching is directed to provide stu­
dents with a native-speaker-like model.

5. Analogy provides a better founda­
tion for language learning than analysis.

6. Errors are carefully avoided 
because they lead to the formation of 
bad habits.

7. Positive reinforcement helps the 
student to develop correct habits.

8. Students are encouraged to learn to 
respond to both verbal and nonverbal 
stimuli.

9. The teacher is regarded as an 
orchestra leader-conducting, guiding 
and controlling the students’ behavior in 
the target language.

10. Learning a foreign language is 
treated on par with the native language 
learning.

11. A comparison between the native 
language and the target language is sup­
posed to help teachers to find the areas 
with which their students probably 
experience difficulty: this is expected to 
help students to overcome the habit of 
the native language.

12. Language is not seen separated 
from culture. Culture is the everyday 
behavior of people who use the target 
language. One of the teachers’ responsi­
bilities is to present information about 
that culture in context.

13. Students are taken to be the imita­
tors of the teacher’s model or the tapes.

14. The dialogue is the chief means of 
presenting vocabulary, structures and it 
is learned through repetition and imita­
tion.

15. Mimicry, memorization and pat­
tern drills are the practice techniques 
that are emphasized.

16. Most of the interaction is between 
the teacher and the learner and it is imi­
tated by the learner.

17. Listening and speaking are given 
priority in language teaching, and they 
precede reading and writing.

18. Correct pronunciation, stress, 
rhythm and intonation are emphasized.

19. The meanings of the words are 
derived in a linguistic and cultural con­
text and not in isolation.

20. Audio-visual aids are used to 
assist the students’ ability to form new 
language habits.

D. Techniques
Those are the common features of the 

Audio-Lingual method of language 
teaching. Again, there may be substan­
tial variation in practice. The lesson typ­
ically begins with a dialogue, which 
contains the structure and vocabulary of 
the lesson. The student is expected to 
mimic the dialogue and eventually 
memorize it. Often, the class practices 
the dialogue as a group, and then in 
smaller groups. The dialogue is fol­
lowed by pattern drill on the structure 
introduced in the dialogue. The aim of 
the drill is to ‘strengthen habits’, to 
make the pattern ‘automatic’.

The techniques derived from the prin­
ciples of the Audio-Lingual method are 
as follows:

1. Students listen to a native-like 
model such as the teacher of a tape­
recorder.

2. Students repeat the new material 
chorally and individually.

3. Teachers correct students' errors 
immediately and directly.

4. Dialogues are memorized by 
reversing roles between (teacher stu­
dent) (student-student).

5. Students are encouraged to change 
certain key words or phrases in the dia­
logue.

6. Students write short guided com­
positions on given topics.

7. Students are encouraged to induce 
grammatical rules.

8. Students are involved in language 
games and role-play.

9. Filling-in the blanks exercise is 
used.

10. Minimal pairs are used.
11. Teachers ask questions about the 

new items or ask general questions.
12. Substitution drills, chain drills, 

transformation drills and expansion 
drills are used.

13. Language laboratory is used for 
intensive practice of language structures 
as well as supra segmental features.

14. Dialogue is copied in students’ 
notebook.

15. Students are asked to read aloud.

A friend like you
Everyone should have a friend like you;
You are so much fun to be with, 
And you are such a good person;
You crack me up with laughter
And touch my heart with kindness;
You have a wonderful ability 
To know when to offer advice 
And when to sit in quite support. 
Time after time
You’ve come to my rescue
And enlightened me so often;
And time after time
I’ve realized how fortunate
I am that my life includes you;
I really do believe that
Everybody should have a friend like you 
But so far it looks like
You are one of a kind!

Nabeel Salah 
Faculty of Arts 

Sanaa University 
nabeels88@hotmail.com

The Palestinian conflict
Palestine has been a hot bed of conflicts 
for hundreds of years. If we analyze the 
history, Palestine was first occupied in 
the 19th century by Britain.
Then Israel came and wanted to occupy

it. They say “Palestine is a nation which 
hasn’t any land and Jews have no 
bonafide place of their own.” Israelites 
began their diabolical design in 1917 
and it was a reality in 1948 when they 
occupied Palestine.
Arab countries waged war against Israel 
but unfortunately they lost. Arab 
communities stood beside Palestine but 
their support wasn’t enough. They 
supported them by money and 
medicine, but not by weapons which 
they needed badly. Perhaps they were 
afraid of the western countries, 
especially America, which might stop 
exporting wheat to the Arab countries or 
support Israel.
When the Security Council tries to raise 
its voice against Israel, America 
immediately uses its veto. Therefore, 
Israel seems to be the target of America. 
Unfortunately, Arab leaders are not 
good strategists. However, if there is a 
crisis in Palestine they do convene a 
meeting. However, the meeting usually 
ends with nothing fruitful.

Eshrag Ali Saleh 
Level 2, English Department 

Faculty of Education, 
Mahweet
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For enhancing Yemeni-Lebanese relations

New office 
inaugurated

By Mohammed Al-Masani
Yemen Times Staff

I n a pleasant and enjoyable 
atmosphere, the Yemeni- 
Lebanese Brotherhood 
Association officially inaugurat­
ed its new office in Sanaa on

April 24.
During the inaugural ceremony, the 

Chairman of the association, Mr. Yahya 
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh delivered a 
speech focusing on the association’s 
achievements during the last year, in 
which the Lebanese Cultural Week was

among the most important events 
organized by the association.

The association has positively con­
tributed in enhancing Yemeni-Lebanese 
relations in various ways.

On his part, the Lebanese 
Ambassador to Yemen, Mr. Hassan 
Maslamani delivered a speech in which 
he indicated the necessity to establish 
such institutions which aim at strength­
ening ties and brotherhood relations 
based on love and cooperation, particu­
larly in such hard times for the Arab 
world.

“My hope is that the association and 
other similar associations in Yemen 
would do their utmost to enhance coop­
eration and coordination among Arab 
countries on one hand, and among 
themselves as associations on the 
other,’ the Lebanese Ambassador said.

Apart from the Lebanese 
Ambassador and Mr. Yahya 
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh, the inau­
gural ceremony was also attended by 
the Mr. Hani Shehadeh. the Area 
Manager of the Consolidated 
Contractors International Company, 
CCC-Yemen, Mr. Tareq Abdulwasae 
Hayel Saeed United Insurance General 
Manager, and a host of other guests.

(L-R) The Lebanese ambassador, the 
association chairman and the 
secretary general

A group photo for Yemeni as well as Lebanese guests during the event
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