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While hundreds of prisoners remain detained without trial or formal charges:

Amnesty International (AI) in
Cooperation ~ with  the  National
Organization for Defending Rights and
Freedoms (NODRF) have concluded
yesterday their seminar entitled “Human

Rights for All” with a statement demand-  and the repercussions of the war on ter- u RV N N\
ing to save human rights in Yemen and  ror. He emphasized the need to look into A SHIET he fics %\é‘!ﬁ

the region.

Terry Waite, the prominent British
human rights activist who delivered a
speech on the first day in which he tack-
led the issue of the Guantanamo Bay
prisoners, events in Iraq and Palestine,

the source of the problem rather than try-

human rI!IIIlS in Yemen
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ing to solve it using excessive force.

The Tehama Trading Company

Head Office  Hodeidah - Tel :(03) 200 149/50 , Fax:(03) 200146
Showroom Sana’a - Aljazair St. Tel:(01) 400269 , Fax:(01) 208926
Aden - Tel:(02) 248973/ 241974 ,Fax:(02) 241736
Taiz - Tel:(04) 245623/4 ,Fax:(04) 245622
Mukalia - Tel:(05) 325902 , Telefax:(05) 325901
www.tehama.com.ye

Terry Waite speaks
The major speaker in the event was

Continued on page 11
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Bodies lie on the ground after being brought to a mosque during a military offensive by the U.S. Marines in the restive Iragi town of Falluja April 7. Due to the
military operation, wounded Iraqis are being treated with first aid as they are denied freedom of movement to reach area hospitals, and the dead are stored at
mosques, unable to be buried at cemetaries. REUTERS
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Gunboats will make a difference

BY PETER WILLEMS AND
MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
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Since the USS Cole was bombed by Al-
Qaeda operatives at the port of Aden in 2001,
the security of Yemeni ports has been a major
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concern.

After the attack, US warships stopped
coming to Aden for refueling. When the
French oil tanker Limburg was bombed off
the coast of Mukalla two years later, insur-
ance premiums skyrocketed and the number  seven United States gunboats delivered to
of ships heading for the container terminal at  Yemen may help lift the shadow of potential
the Aden port plummeted. terrorist bombings in Yemeni waters.

But the inauguration last Wednesday of the

At least 9 casualties
Car thieves and police
shoot it out in Rawdha

On Saturday, April 10, a dramatic =~ Grande Mosque of Rawdha and the
chase between car thieves and the local security administrative offices for
police, which started in Agriculture the district of Bani Al-Harith and
Street in the heart of the Capital City, Sana’a Governorate, the police
Sana’a, culminated in a shoot-out attempted to cordon off the escape
between police and the car thieves in  paths of the thieves, who are said to
Rawdha. have ran off with two Toyota Land

In the qat market located in the Cruiser Lift Trucks.
main square of Rawdha near the Continued on page 11

Yemeni coast guard aboard a gunboat.
PHOTO BY RIDHWAN AL-SAQQAF
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Prime Minister laid foundation
stone for computer assembly plant

Saturday, 10 April 2004, Sana’a-
Prime Minister, Mr. Abdulqader Ba
Jamal laid on the 10th April the foun-
dation stone for the computer assembly
factory project during his visit to
Telecommunication and Information
Technology City. The factory will have
an annual production capacity of 150
thousand desktops and 1000 laptop
computers. The first production of the
multi-phase project will be on 1st
September 2004. This project targets

the Yemeni market and aims to make
personal computers accessible to
Yemenis. They will be offered at rea-
sonable prices and easy-term install-
ment payments.

The Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone of the multi-phase
central control project, a twelve-story
building. The first phase of the project,
four-stories, will be constructed at a
cost of 240 million Riyals. The project
aims at monitoring, controlling and

regulating the flow of various telecom-
munication networks and to allow
swift intervention to resolve any break
down of the network. It will contribute
in drawing up policies to develop the
Yemeni telecommunication network
through statistical reports and will
monitor the network to determine
places of disruption to expedite the
process of repair throughout the
Republic. It will also monitor and
observe illegal telephone calls

Increase in daily production
of Aden Refinery

Daily production of oil derivatives at
Aden’s refinery increased from 85,000
barrels per day during March of last
year to 100,000 barrels daily during
each of January and February of this
year.

Statistics issued by the Marketing
and Production Department of Aden’s
refinery indicate that the monthly pro-
duction of various oil derivatives
reached 3 million barrels during

January and February of this year, an
increase of 450 thousand barrels from
that during the same period of last year.
The increase comes following the
introduction of two new production
units capable of refining 120 thousand
barrels per day.

The department also recorded during
the first week of this month an output
of 8320 tons of oil derivatives market-
ed for local consumption.

Woman Economic Empowerment Association

Workshops on gender
and volunteering work

By Fahmia Al-Fotih
For the Yemen Times

The Women Economic
Empowerment Association (WEEA),
in collaboration with the Embassy of
the Netherlands, held workshops on
gender and research, as well as on the
volunteering work.

Around 12 trainees participated in
the workshop under the supervision of
WEEA’s expert, Ms. Rogia Saleh
Mohammed, who explained the sensi-
tive mechanisms of gender and
research, how to use them in a project
for a more prosperous economy and
how to enlist them in the inputs of
WEEA to support research and studies.

It is worth mentioning that this

workshop was held in Ibb on 8-11
March 2004 with the participation of
17 trainees, including the heads of sav-
ing groups and coordinators of WEEA
in Laij, Zabeed and Ibb.

This month WEEA continues its
activities by organizing workshops in
various governorates to train a number
of participants in volunteer work.

Dr. Fathia Bahran, the Head of
WEEA, Ms. Rogia Saleh and Ms
Abeer Al-Absi are the main lecturers in
these workshops.

It is noteworthy that WEEA will
conclude the workshop on volunteer
work on Tuesday here in Sana’a. The
session will be led and a lecture deliv-
ered by Ms. Abeer Al-Absi, the
Executive Manger of WEEA.

Yemeni
American
cleric
faces new
charges

American Muslim leader of
Yemeni  origin, Abdurrahman
Alamoudi, was arraigned on new
charges last week before Judge
Claude M. Hilton in the Alexandria
Federal Courthouse, Virginia, USA.

The new charges center on Mr.
Alamoudi’s travels to Libya, and an
alleged failure of disclosure by Mr.
Alamoudi during his naturalization
process.

“This is still a classic case of selec-
tive prosecution and the govern-
ment’s legal hair-splitting,” said
Mahdi Bray, Executive Director of
Freedom Foundation of the Muslim
American Society, which is a
Washington-based national grass-
roots religious, social, and education-
al organization.

“They want to vilify the defendant
in the eyes of the court through legal-
istic terror-baiting,” said Bray. “It is
reprehensible that the government
would do this, but unfortunately,
these are the signs of our times.

“Our community and the American
public must not give in to the climate
of prejudice and hysteria.”

Mr. Alamoudi’s hearing is sched-
uled for May 7th, 2004.

United Insurance celebrates
its ISO 9001-2000 certificate

United Insurance Company arranged
a celebration ceremony last Tuesday 6
April on the occasion of receiving the
ISO 9001-2000 certificate. A reception
and dinner were held at the Taj Sheba
Hotel.

The celebration included a press
conference in which Mr. Tareq
Abduwasi Hayel Saeed, the General
Manager of the Company said, “I
would like to stress that the company’s
efforts to obtain the ISO certificate
show our commitment to enhance our
clients’ trust in our company and to
enforce the comprehensive quality sys-
tem that will help us maintain our lead-
ership in Yemen’s insurance market.
This step has also come as a result of
the local, regional and global changes
and developments that emphasize the
need to bring about greater enhance-
ments to be able to compete vigorous-
ly, especially as international treaties
and agreements such as GATT will
demand greater quality of services. In
order for companies in Yemen to sur-

United Insurance team

vive when the market is open to inter-
national companies, they will have to
take similar steps”.

Mr. Tareq also emphasized the com-
pany’s interest in satisfying clients’
needs and ambitions, yet he also noted
that the company is pledged to rise

multi- grade teaching.

oral programs in a team setting.

Consultancy opportunity

International NGO seeks national / International consultants to carry
out the mid-term evaluation of their Basic Health and Education pro-
gram. Applications from specialists in the following areas are invited:

-Health, with experience in family planning and reproductive health.
-Basic Education with experience in girl's education, teacher training,

-Community participation, with experience in participation in health
and education sectors, local councils, women's development.

The consultancy is expected to start the first week of May, take 3 weeks
and includes fieldwork in Sana'a Governorate. Candidates should be
experts with at least 10 years of professional experience in

one of the above - mentioned areas and have extensive experience in
planning, carrying out and reporting evaluations of complex, multi- sect

Please send your CV within 2 weeks to the following

address:P.O.Box: 19404, Sana'a or Fax: 01-510010.
Only short listed candidate will be contacted.

above their expectations and to. under-
stand their current and future needs. In

this context, the company has estab-
lished a special customer department
for research and development, which
are two totally new developments in
the insurance market in Yemen.

Another postponement in
the Jar Allah Omr case

By: HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
& YASSER AL-MAYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Sana’a 6 April 2004- The Criminal
Division of the Court of Appeal in
Sana’a City has adjourned the Jar
Allah Omr murder case to 26 April
2004.

The court hearing, presided over by
Judge Mohamed Al-Akwa, was attend-
ed by the prosecution and defense
lawyers of Ali Jar Allah Al-Sawany,
who is accused of killing the Assistant
Secretary-General of the Yemen
Socialist Party. Relatives of the
deceased were also present.

The postponement was approved in
order to receive answers related to the
appeal petition presented by the
General Prosecution and to consider
the demands concerning the personal
rights of the accused and for the court
to oblige the General Prosecution to
provide the remaining investigation
minutes, which include names of per-
sons having relations with the accused.

Ali Jar Allah Al-Sawany

Some lawyers are suspicious that the
Prosecution is misleading the court,
hiding documents and dropping some
witnesses.

Lawyer Mohamed  Al-Saqqaf
demanded that the court should ques-
tion separately all of the suspects muz-
zled by the general prosecution.

The case of the murder of Jar Allah
Omr remains a primary concern of
political parties and continues to
receive wide attention due to doubt
concerning the concealment of names
of important persons.

of Readers’

Ethiopian refugees released

By Peter Willems

The majority of Ethiopians who
were rounded up three weeks ago at
the end of their sit-in at the UNHCR
headquarters in Sana’a were released
on the morning of the 9th April.

A government official said that the
refugees, who camped out next to the
UN building for over five weeks, were
released “after they agreed not to carry
out another sit-in or disturb any foreign
mission in Yemen.”

According to the official, the
refugees were allowed to go free in
small groups at different times, but
until now, a small group of refugees
that led the sit-in remain in jail, refus-
ing to strike a deal with the authorities.

Government authorities forced the
refugees to end the sit-in early on the
morning of March 20. The government
said they dismantled the protest
because UNHCR had to close its head-
quarters due to security concerns and it
affected other refugees in Yemen who
needed assistance from UNHCR.

Over 120 Ethiopian refugees were
reported to be jailed, while over 50
Ethiopian women, who came to
UNHCR headquarters later the same
morning to search for the protesters,
were detained. The women were
released from jail after one week.

Representatives of the refugees who
participated in the sit-in have said their
protest was to gain citizenship in
Yemen or in a third country. They
chose to protest next to UNHCR’s
headquarters because after living in
Yemen for 13 years with no clear
future in sight, they wanted UNHCR to
find them a solution.

UNHCR said that it is a facilitator,
able to offer assistance to refugees
seeking basic rights and freedom in
Yemen and to encourage the Yemeni
Government to offer them citizenship
or help them gain resettlement else-
where.

One Ethiopian refugee who was
involved in the sit-in said Yemeni
policemen used batons, water hoses
and tear gas to force the refugees to
end their protest. He said that several
men and women were injured after
being beaten.

Other witnesses have said that after
government authorities warned the
refugees to leave the premises, the pro-
testers yelled and threw rocks at the
policemen, which forced the authori-
ties to remove the protesters physical-
ly.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
which has a department dealing with
African refugees, has said that the
Ethiopian refugees can remain in
Yemen under refugee status. During
the sit-in, UNHCR attempted several
times to help the refugees find another
country to gain citizenship, but the
protesters refused to cooperate and
demanded that UNHCR find a perma-
nent location.

The protesters who participated in
the sit-in belong to Ethiopian Naval
and Civilian Refugees. They are part of
around 600 Ethiopians who defected
from their country in 1991. They hand-
ed over 14 warships to the Yemeni
Government when they first arrived in
Yemen.

Most governments believe that deal-
ing with refugees who were once in the
military is a sensitive issue.

Voice

Yemen Times features
“Readers’ Voice” a popular way
for our readers to interact with
us. This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local
affairs.

This edition’s question:

Which in your opinion is
more fruitful in achieving a
better future for Irag?

- Peaceful resistance
- Military resistance
- No resistance at all

last edition’s question:
How do you think the current
events in Iraq would develop?
* The Coalition Forces will establish
law and order 37%
* The Coalition Forces will withdraw
due to too many casualties 29%
» A civil war would occur 28%
* Peace will be maintained after
coalition forces give in demands
of al-Sadr Shiites 6%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your voice heard!

Clearing up 43 landmined
regions in Al-Naderah

The National Committee for the
Eradication of Landmines is currently
supplementing the work of the branch of
the Executive Center for the Eradication
of  Landmines in  Hadramout
Governorate, with necessary equipment.
Minister of State and Chairman of
National Committee for Eradication of
Landmines, Mr. Qassem Al-Agum, stat-
ed that a trained crew would join in the
current field work crew in Hadramout,
working to eradicate landmines in the
governorate.

A cleaning worker Kkilled at
the hand of a barrow-boy

By: HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Tuesday 6 April Sana’a- A lady
working in the Sana’a Cleaning Project
was killed on Asser Street as a result of
a fatal wound by the Jambeah knife of
wheelbarrow-trader.
Another  cleaning | |
worker was also
stabbed in the chest
and he is still hospi-
talized at Al-Thowra

Hospital.
Sources said that a
quarrel erupted

between the sweep-

ing lady and the
wheelbarrow  mer-
chant when she asked
him to move his e
wheel barrow in Sweepers durin

g their work in a Sana’a street

order to sweep underneath it. He
responded by stabbing her and her col-
league worker before he fled.

This comes as part of a series of
problems cleaning workers encounter
from shop owners, related to rubbish
collection and disposal.

The Minister pointed out that the field
teams working in central regions (Al-
Naderah province) have cleared 43
landmine planed fields and lands have
been placed under the control of the
local authority in the province in order
to be handed out to the legitimate own-

€rs.




By PETER WILLEMS
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh
concluded his visit to Moscow during
which he held talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in Moscow
last Tuesday covering new arms deals,
the improvement of bilateral relations
and stability in the Middle East.

“The relations of Russia and Yemen
have a historical character, and we are
very pleased with the success that our

cooperation has achieved,” said Saleh to
the Russian press after the talks ended.
During the talks, Saleh and Putin
cleared the road for several arms deals
between the two countries. Russia
began delivering military equipment to
Yemen in 2000, when Russia sent 31
modern T-80 tanks. In 2001, the two
countries signed a contract for the ship-
ment of MiG-29 fighter planes, and the
first batch of which was delivered in

2002.
Continued on page 3
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Russian President Viadimir Putin
(R) invites for talks the President of

Yemen Ali Abdallah Saleh in the
Kremlin in Moscow, April 6. (R)

93 tourist vachts visited Aden Port

More than 3 million
USD national exports
through the port

Total value of Yemeni expor?s of fish
and cotton during the first quarter of
current year through Aden port reached
USD 3,129,741.

Mr. Mohamed Ali Al-Tash, Director-
General of Aden Free Zone’s Customs
Office stated to Saba News Agency
that the office achieved revenues of
2,229,064,000 Riyals during the same

period.

Furthermore, the Director-General
of the Immigration and Passport
Authority at Aden Port, Mr. Fouad
Fara stated that the port during the first
quarter of 2004 received 93 yachts of
various nationalities and witnessed the
arrival of 298 persons and departure of
262 of Arab and foreign nationalities.

Environmental
campaign in
Al-Qahera province

Taiz- Health Environment Division
in Al-Qahera Province continues its
intensive campaign headed by Mr.
Tareq Al-Ashwal and supervised by
Eng. Ahmed Al-Ramemah, targeting
grocery stores and mineral water shops
in the province. Quantities of imported
spoiled and expired food materials
have been removed from shops’
shelves. Worms were also found inside
water tanks used for distilled water,
and since they are made of iron or zinc
susceptible to corrosion and a potential
risk of poisoning. The Health Division
has issued warrants to replace tanks
with fiberglass tanks, a substance
resistant to corrosion.

China: The
of

| BY SAMEER ABDUL HAQ
{ FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

n 28th March, 2004, His
. Excellency Prime
| Minister Abdul kader Ba
Gamal had been on a cor-
dial visit to the People’s
Republic of China, aiming at strength-
ening and developing relations
between the Republic of Yemen and
the People’s Republic of China, so as
to raise it to advanced levels based
upon commercial and economic princi-
ples.

His Excellency the Premier was
accompanied by a large delegation of
ministers, senior officials, business-
men, which had important meetings
regarding commercial and economic
relations. In fact, the Chinese side has
proven very responsive to the official
visit of the Premier right from the
beginning. The visit resulted in the
signing of a number of agreements,
memos of understanding and protocols
in the scope of oil, gas, minerals, trans-
formational industries, communica-
tions, information technology and
development of the industrial areas, in
addition to scientific research fields
and investment partnership among
businessmen in both countries.

The cooperation standards between
Yemen and China will definitely wit-
ness substantial qualitative improve-
ments in the near future due to the
Chinese Government’s seriousness in
financing a number of projects in addi-
tion to investments in oil, minerals and
transformational industries. - China
imports most of its oil from the Middle
East countries and is regarded the sec-
ond greatest consumer of oil in the
world.

China is the giant country coming
from the east towards world markets,
offering its products with competitive
quality and prices. It has witnessed
during the past three decades gigantic
economic transformations qualitatively
and quantitatively without giving up
the role of the state in leading the

wheel of the economy and develop-
ment in all fields.

China has had a unique experiment
in qualifying and preparing the public
sector to work within the competitive

terms and mechanisms of the world

market. In this regard, it conducted
work within the mechanisms of the
market, re-arranging. its economic
forces, infrastructure, and achieving
the best services which could be pro-
vided to the private sector and invest-
ment in unprecedented steps. Thus,
these innovative policies have brought
foreign investment to China from all
over the world.

In fact, China’s commitment to the
British terms of withdrawal from Hong
Kong and leaving Hong Kong to work
within the mechanisms of the market
and free trade have paved the way for
the Hong Kong entrepreneurs and
businessmen to direct their activities
toward the motherland China and its
vast market through a variety of invest-
ments, creating partnerships and links
in this respect.

Thus, China within the past few
years has witnessed all of these eco-
nomic transformations and hierarchical
reforms and turned into a giant in
information technology and advanced
technologies, benefiting from all the
advanced technologies of the world
and human experiences, and working
diligently and patiently to create a new
system of a civilized conduct. It also
combated the administrative and finan-
cial corruption that aimed at stopping
or slowing down the wheel of develop-
ment. The new march of China created
an economic giant to occupy the first
rank of the world economy during the
coming years.

The visit of Prime Minister Ba
Gamal included a visit to one of the
advanced technological fields of sci-
ence and communications called
“Zhongguancun Science Park”, which
is regarded as one of the seven giant
advanced scientific information tech-
nology fields in China. In such a scien-
tific scene one finds oneself amazed at
the human knowledge and progress
China has reached during the past few
years. The great international compa-

nies benefit from this highly developed
experiment so they manufacture their
products based upon high technology.

In this industrial complex work
460,000 employees, of which 60%
hold above postgraduate certificates.
The numbers are great and cannot be
rivaled.

During the meetings in the China
Trade Chamber in the capital Beijing
the Chinese businessmen expressed
their extraordinary readiness to come
to Yemen to know more about the
investment opportunities, study the
requirements of the market and make
direct contacts with Yemeni business-
men. In fact, they had such meetings
with the Yemeni side after the Prime
Minister’s official meetings in the
China Trade Chamber had finished.
The meetings were successful, promis-
ing strong understanding and partner-
ship.

The Chinese experiment is huge and
rich and it is possible to benefit greatly
from its communication information
technology. It is significant that the
Yemeni businessmen attempt to base a
Yemen-China partnership in the GSM
or CDM in addition to manufacturing
hardware, and this point was agreed
upon during the visit. This industry
will become a strategic project to man-
ufacture iron and cast iron for the
Yemeni market. If such an industry is
achieved it will operate hundreds of
small workshops and employ thou-
sands of local workers. This great proj-
ect will provide the market with all its
requirements for tools, construction
and agriculture equipment and small
car spare parts.

In this sense, The World Bank and
International Monetary Fund have a
big role in creating a qualitative move
which could be effective in raising liv-
ing standards in Yemen through pro-
viding and financing such strategic
factories. The concerns of the world
institutions should not be on non-pro-
ductive projects. They should focus on
productive projects and the question is,
“Can the Bank suggest such a big
strategic project to the Yemeni govern-
ment to coincide with its. other pro-
grams which get no welcome by the
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Ministry of Agriculture and
Belgium Gov. sign joint minutes
Wednesday 7 April 2004, Sana’a-
A joint minute for agricultural coop-
eration and rural development was
signed at the Ministry of Agriculture
in Sana’a between the Government
of Yemen, represented by the
Ministty of Agriculture and
Irrigation, and the Government of
Belgium, represented by the
Minister of Agriculture of Aloluny
District in Belgium. The minute
states an intention to establish a joint
project in the field of agriculture,
and a joint project on the vaccina-
tion of cattle, under which the
Belgian side will provide milk and
dairy products to Yemen.

Second Working Group of the
Ministry of Health and
Population

Wednesday 7 April  2004-
Activities of the second working
group to develop nursing leaders
throughout the Republic. affiliated
to the Ministry of Health and
Population, have commenced.

The eight-day discussion group
focuses on increasing the number of
nurses at various health centers, in
addition to improving the rehabilita-
tion and training of staff at various
levels of the Ministry and in various
health fields.

Several Yemeni Diplomats
detained in Tunisia

The latest issue of weekly “Al-
Shoura” newspaper, dated 31
March, stated that 8 diplomats are
detained at a five-star hotel in the
Republic of Tunisia. They are
detained in lieu of payment of
35.000 USD in outstanding fees,
incurred during their stay prior to
the arrival of President Saleh to
attend the Arab Summit.

The expenses result from the
rental of cars and other sundry
expenses, says the newspaper.

The source said that only Nedhal
Al-Haime, Deputy Chief of
Presidential Protocol, and two oth-
ers were released to catch up with
President Saleh in Germany via
Paris, leaving the rest detained until
the settlement of the issue by the
Financial Officer at the Yemeni
Embassy in Tunisia.

Training session on protection of
diagnostic radiation

Saturday, 10 April 2004, Ibb-
Today begins the 3rd training ses-
sion regarding protection from radi-
ation at hospitals and health centers,
organized by the National Atomic
Energy Agency. The five-day ses-
siop aims at informing more than
150 workers in diagnostic x-ray
departments in the Republic. The

_attendants will receive practical lec-
tures on biological effects, preven-
tive measures against radiation, safe
sources, the radiation dose and guar-
anteeing the quality of the diagnosis,
delivered by experts and specialist at
the National Atomic Energy Agency.

Yemeni public?” We are waiting for a
positive response in this respect and
not justifications of a refusal.

Finally, I refer to the Chinese
President’s words during his reception
of Prime Minister Ba Gamal, in which
he praised the wise leadership of His
Excellency Ali Abdullah Saleh for his
administrative, economic and political
approaches. The balanced, wise stand-
point of our leadership provides a serv-
ice to the homeland and the Yemeni
citizen, which is reflected in the
strengthening of bilateral cooperation
between Yemen and its brothers and
friends.
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Job Opportunity

The USAID - funded Partners for Heaith Reform Project
(PHRplus) is recruiting a Communications Specialist to
support the following:

photos and stories

and related projects

munications

Qualifications:
English and Arabic.

tions, video radio
» Strong interpersonal skills

strategies

tions or related field

PHRplus/Yemen
P.O. Box 22344
Sawan, Sana’a

1- Report on”Success stories”
2- Assure that events are covered by the local media with

3- Develop a project brochure in English and Arabic
4- Coordinate communications among the other USAID health

5- Maintain PHRplus Yemen Resource Center and database

6- Assist with updating MoHP website
7- Provide support and guidance to the yemen team on com-

e Excellent Verbal and written communications skills in

e Previous experience in media. including journalistic publica-

e Experience in design and implementing communications

« MA (or equivalent experience) in Journalism, communica-

Applications to be mailed to:

A training session for teachers

April 5-8, Taiz- The Women’s
Forum for Researchers and Training
(WFRT), representing the Arab
Network for Civic Education -Yemen
Branch- organized a four-day training
session for male and female teachers
regarding leading and implementing
civic education activities in schools.
The participants represented seven pri-
mary and high schools in Sana’a,
Aden, Taiz and Ibb.

In a statement to Yemen Times, Ms.
Soad Al-Qadasi, the Forum Director,
explained that the forum has sought to
inform ofticial and non-official parties

of the importance of including civic
education activities in schools and to
educate students about positive citizen-
ship and to enhance their skills to ana-
lyze and collect information about the
problems of local communities. The
forum also aims to encourage them to
engage in inventive and innovative ini-
tiatives which would prepare them to
bear the responsibilities of democracy
and civil society in Yemen.

WERT has issued two booklets, one
for teachers and the other for students,
as guides to refer to in implementing
activities in this regard.
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Clashes erupt in Baghdad,
US offers Falluja truce

BAGHDAD, April 10 (Reuters) -
Street fighting erupted in Baghdad on
Saturday and sporadic gunfire echoed
across Falluja despite a new U.S. truce
offer and an effort by Iraqi officials to
secure a peace deal with insurgents in
the western city.

Gunmen shot at U.S. troops from
alleyways in northwest Baghdad’s
Sunni Muslim Adhimiya district.
Reuters journalists saw an Iraqi shot
dead in his car as he tried to flee the
area.

An Iraqi group told Al Arabiya tele-
vision it was holding 30 foreign
hostages and threatened to behead
them unless U.S. forces lift a blockade
of Falluja. It offered no proof. But
some hostages have been seized,
including three Japanese under threat
of being burned alive if Japanese
troops do not leave by Sunday.

In the Shi’ite shrine city of Kerbala,
pilgrims gathered in far smaller num-
bers than expected for Arbain, a holy
occasion that U.S. officials say could
be a target for Sunni militants.

Anti-American Shi’ite militiamen
were out in force, clashing with Polish
troops. The U.S. authorities said they
could not guarantee the security of the
million or more pilgrims expected.

The truce offer in Falluja came after
Iraqi politicians, decrying U.S. “col-
lective punishment” meted out to local
people, demanded a halt to the worst
fighting since Saddam Hussein fell.

“Coalition forces are prepared to
implement a ceasefire with enemy ele-
ments in Falluja commencing at noon
(0800 GMT) today,” Brigadier
General Mark Kimmitt told a news
conference.

“At this point it’s an aspiration. We
are hoping to use this press confer-
ence...to get this message to the
enemy.”

The aim was to allow peace talks
between Iraqi officials and insurgents,
with no U.S. participation, Kimmitt
said.

A U.S. Army Abrams tank burns after an attack on a highway junction in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad April 10. REUTERS

FALLUJA TALKS

An Iraqi Governing Council delega-
tion went to Falluja. “They are meet-
ing with religious leaders there, and
with leaders of the anti-coalition
forces,” council member Mahmoud
Othman told Reuters. They planned to
stay “until a deal can be cut”.

Othman said the team would ask
Falluja leaders to hand over those who
attacked four U.S. private security
guards 10 days ago and then burned
and dragged their bodies through the
streets.

U.S. Marines launched a retaliatory
crackdown in Falluja on Monday, trig-
gering battles in which one hospital
official has said 450 people were killed
and 1,000 wounded.

A masked man in a videotape aired
by Al Arabiya Arabic television
demanded the withdrawal of U.S.-led
forces from Iraq.

“We have Japanese, Bulgarian,

Israeli, American, Spanish and Korean
hostages. Their numbers are 30,” he
said. “If America doesn’t lift its block-
ade of Falluja their heads will be cut
off,” he said. The footage showed none
of the alleged hostages.

_ But several foreigners are known to
have gone missing in a spate of kid-
napping over the past few days, put-
ting pressure on U.S. allies, including
Japan, Britain, Spain and Italy.

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
has rejected pulling out his his troops,
despite protests in Tokyo urging him to
do so.

The Pentagon said two U.S. soldiers
and an unknown number of civilian
contractors were missing after an
attack on a military fuel convoy in Abu
Ghraib, just west of Baghdad on
Friday.

Australian  television  footage
showed a captive American, possibly
one of those truck drivers, being driv-
en off by gunmen.

Two German embassy security
guards went missing while travelling
on the same main highway from
Jordan to Baghdad a few days ago, the
German Foreign Ministry said on
Saturday. Officials in Berlin said they
feared the pair had been killed.

A Reuters reporter saw two foreign-
ers, one of them wounded, in a mosque
at Abu Ghraib. Gunmen said they were
Italian.

Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi, a close U.S. ally who has
rejected demands at home for Italian
troops to be withdrawn, paid an Easter
visit to the contingent in Iraq.

He told troops in the southern town
of Nassiriya he was proud of them. “I
bring you a big hug from all of Italy.”

Italian forces battled Shi’ite fighters
earlier this week for control of
Euphrates river bridges in Nassiriya
after radical cleric Moqtada al-Sadr
launched a revolt in the south.

snapshot of key

developments In
Irag on April 10

« Street fighting erupts in northwest
Baghdad’s Sunni Muslim Adhimiya dis-
trict, where youths with rifles and
grenade launchers battle U.S. troops and
attack a police station.

» U.S. forces offer rebels in Falluja a
ceasefire to allow for peace talks after
days of fighting that have killed hun-
dreds of people, including fresh clashes
on Saturday.

» Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi makes a surprise Easter visit
to Italian troops based in the southern
Iraq city Nassiriya.

* The director of the Iragi Red
Crescent in the northern Iraq city of
Arbil and his wife have been murdered,
a Red Crescent official says.

» Two German security officials went
missing several days ago while travel-
ling to the German embassy in Baghdad
from Jordan but there are no signs they
were kidnapped, the German foreign
ministry says.

» Shi’ite pilgrims gather in the shrine
city of Kerbala to mark the holy day of
Arbain as radical Shi’ite fighters and

Supporters of Iragi Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al Sadr hold photos of him and his father Sadiq al Sadr (C)

Polish troops exchange rocket and mor-
tar fire on the outskirts.

* U.S.-installed Governing Council
criticises “military solutions and the pol-
icy of collective punishment that has
fallen on innocent civilians” and
demands a halt to the fighting and nego-
tiations.

Diplomatic:

e British Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon says Britain supports the tactics
U.S. forces are using against Sunni
insurgents and Shi’ite rebels in Iraq.

* U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney
arrives in Tokyo, is expected to support
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi’s
pledge to keep Japanese troops in Iraq
despite rebel threats to execute three
Japanese hostages.

* Protesters in Tokyo urge Japan to
pull its troops out of Iraq to save the
hostages’ lives.

e Senior Japanese Vice Foreign
Minister Ichiro Aisawa holds emergency
meetings in Amman to coordinate efforts
to rescue the three hostages.

during a rally in the northern city of Mosul, April 6. Radical Shi’ite cleric Moqgtada al-Sadr has turned
down an appeal by Iraq’s powerful Shi’ite Muslim establishment to renounce violence, an aide to a

leading cleric said on Monday.

REUTERS

Iraq Council
delegation holds
negotiations in Falluja

BAGHDAD, April 10 (Reuters) - A
delegation from Iraq’s Governing
Council went to the restive Sunni town
of Falluja on Saturday to try to secure a
peace deal with rebels after days of
fighting that has killed hundreds of peo-
ple.

“The delegation, which is made up of
two members of the Governing Council
and also includes clerics and other nota-
bles from Baghdad, is meeting in
Falluja now,” Mahmoud Othman, a
member of the Governing Council, told
Reuters.

“They are meeting with religious
leaders there, and with leaders of the
anti-coalition forces,” Othman said,
adding that they were likely to stay
“until a deal can be cut”.

The Governing Council’s delegation
is made up of Hakim al-Hosni, deputy
head of the Iraqi Islamic Party, and
Ghazi al-Yawar, a Sunni member of the
25-member council. Othman did not
say who the Baghdad clerics and nota-
bles were.

Earlier, al-Hosni called on those

fighting in Falluja to respect the truce
offer made by U.S. forces earlier on
Saturday.

“The Iraqi Islamic Party calls on our
brothers in Falluja to stop attacks from
your side because the Americans are
saying they are abiding by the ceasefire
but are facing attacks which they have
to respond to,” Hosni told al-Jazeera
television.

“We want you to help us stop the
bloodshed and to give us a chance to
treat the injured, bury the dead and
deliver supplies,” he said.

Othman said the delegation intended
to ask Falluja leaders to hand over those
responsible for attacking a convoy of
American contractors 10 days ago,
when the bodies were burnt and
dragged through the. streets after the
attack.

He also said U.S.-led coalition forces
believed foreign fighters, including
Saudis and Syrians, had been smuggled
into Falluja to fight with the insurgents,
contributing to the stern resistance that
U.S. forces have faced.

Iraq group says has
30 foreign hostages:
Arabiya TV

DUBAI April 10 (Reuters) - An Iragi
group said in footage aired by an Arab
TV station on Saturday it was holding
30 foreign hostages and threatened to
decapitate them unless U.S. forces lifted
their blockade of the town of Falluja.

“We are calling for the withdrawal of
American and coalition forces. We have
Japanese, Bulgarian, Israeli, American,
Spanish and Korean hostages. Their
numbers are 30,” a masked man holding
a Kalashnikov rifle said.

“If America doesn't lift its blockade
of Falluja their heads will be cut off,” he
said in the footage in Arabic, which Al
Arabiya said it obtained from news

agencies. It did not show any of the
alleged hostages.

The speaker of the group of eight
masked men said they were called the
“Brigades of the Hero Martyr Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin”, in reference to the
founder of the Palestinian Islamist
group Hamas, whom Israel assassinated
last month.

*We announce the killing of four sol-
diers and we have the bodies.” the
speaker said. The footage showed the
body of an unidentified and decompos-
ing man in the sand.

It was not clear when he had been
killed or when the tape had been made.

KERBALA, Iraq, April 10 (Reuters) -
Shi’ite pilgrims gathered in the Iraqi
holy city of Kerbala on Saturday for a
major religious ceremony as radical
Shi’ite fighters and Polish troops
exchanged rocket and mortar fire on the
outskirts.

Militiamen loyal to anti-American
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr were controlling
access to Kerbala, 110 km (70 miles)
south of Baghdad, and militia leaders
have ordered occupying forces to keep
their distance until religious ceremonies
end on Sunday.

U.S. authorities in Iraq say more than
a million pilgrims are in and around
Kerbala for the ceremonies of Arbain,
but large groups of pilgrims were not yet
massing on the streets.

Irag’s U.S. governor, Paul Bremer,
has said the safety of pilgrims cannot be
guaranteed during Arbain. Last month
suicide attacks in Baghdad and Kerbala
on the Shi’ite occasion of Ashura killed
171 people. Washington said the attacks
were masterminded by a Jordanian
linked to al Qaeda to try to spark civil

war.

Iraqi police, whom U.S.-led forces
had previously entrusted with keeping
order during Arbain, were nowhere to be
seen.

Streets were being patrolled by Sadr’s
Mehdi Army and another Shi’ite armed
group, the Badr Brigade, as well as local
guards, some employed by the clerical
authorities. Militiamen waved pilgrims
to the sides of streets for fear of sniper
fire.

Some ordinary pilgrims blamed the
U.S.-led forces in Iraq for the new dis-
order that appeared to have discouraged
many from travelling to the city. Many
also criticised Sadr’s uprising.

Some clerical authorities voiced dis-
quiet: “Because of the clashes the police
have disappeared, leaving a big gap in
our security plan,” said Afdhal al-
Shami, head of security for Kerbala’s
Imam Hussein and Imam Abbas shrines.

“Some parties tried to take the place
of the police but we still can feel the
effect — we are worried that someone
will try to exploit this security breach.”

e

The boulevard leading to the shrine of Imam Hussein in Kerbala lies devoid

of crowds April 10, as Shi’ites celebrate the Arbain festival, a religious
occasion that climaxes this weekend to mark the end of the period of
mourning for a 7th-century martyred Shiite saint. Many pilgrims, including
many from Shi’ite-ruled Iran, seemed to have stayed away this year due to
fighting in the past week, involving Sadr’s Shi’ite forces as well as
disgruntled Sunnis who have long fought the U.S.-led occupiers. REUTERS

FAITHFUL FEAR TO TRAVEL

The fall of Saddam Hussein and his
Sunni-dominated secular regime a year
ago ended decades of oppression for the
60-percent Shi’ite majority and left
them free to observe major festivals like
Ashura and Arbain, marking one of the
founding events of Shi’ite Islam in a
seventh century battle near Kerbala.

But many pilgrims, including many
from Shi’ite-ruled Iran, seemed to have
stayed away this year. Fighting has
flared in the past week, involving Sadr’s
Shi’ite forces as well as disgruntled
Sunnis who have long fought the U.S.-
led occupiers.

Reuters journalists heard rocket and
mortar fire from the outskirts of the city
where the Mehdi Army and the Poles
have been engaged in skirmishes.

A week of clashes in and around
Kerbala alone has killed 69 people,
mainly Iraqis, and wounded more than
100, Mahdi Masnawi, the city’s direc-
tor-general of health, told Reuters.

“It is the innocent people who are get-
ting killed here every day,” said Ahmad
Mohammad, a member of the force that
protects Kerbala’s shrines, some of
Shi’ite Islam’s holiest.

“The clashes have affected the securi-
ty efforts terribly. Instead of focusing on
the main job to protect the pilgrims from
attacks like that at Ashura, we have to
make sure now that they won’t be
caught in the crossfire.”

There was little celebration among
pilgrims at the militia’s presence and
very few chanted the pro-Sadr slogans
that have been heard from his supporters
in other cities this week.

“All our family wanted to come but at
the last minute the women and children
had to turn back because of the fight-
ing,” said Hussein Radhi, a pilgrim from
Baghdad.

“Coalition forces have ignited this
whole crisis on purpose,” said Hamid
Ha’eri an Iraqi returning from Iran.

“But those who are fighting in these
holy days are not Shi’ite. They are fight-
ing for their own political interests.”

Iraqi
kidnappers
threaten to

kill U.S.
hostage

A television image aired on an
Arabic television station April 10,
shows a U.S. hostage in front of an
lraqi flag who Qatar-based Al
Jazeera television said identified
himself as Thomas Hamill. His Iraqi
kidnappers said in the tape they will
kill the U.S. hostage they are holding
unless U.S. forces lift the siege of
Falluja. REUTERS/AI Jazeera

DUBALIL April 10 (Reuters) - Iragi
Kidnappers said in a tape aired on an
Arabic television station on Saturday
they will kill a U.S. hostage they’re
holding unless U.S. forces lift the
siege of Falluja.

“Up to now your prisoner is being
dealt with in the tolerant manner spec-
ified by Islamic law. Our one request is
to break the siege of the city of the
mosques (Falluja) during the 12 hours
from six o’clock on Saturday
evening,” a voice on a tape shown on
Qatar-based Al Jazeera said.

“If not he will be dealt with worse
that those who were killed and burned
in Falluja,” the voice added in the tape,
which also showed the man, who Al
Jazeera said was described elsewhere
in the tape as a U.S. citizen.
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Iraq hostage crisis overshadows
Cheney visit to Japan

TOKYO, April 10 (Reuters) - U.S.
Vice President Dick Cheney arrived in
Japan on Saturday on the first leg of a
weeklong Asian tour, lending support
to Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
for keeping troops in Iraq despite rebel
threats to execute three Japanese
hostages.

The hostage crisis and the worst vio-
lence in Iraq since Saddam Hussein
was removed from power a year ago
threatened to overshadow the talks,
eclipsing economic issues and efforts
to eliminate North Korea’s nuclear
weapons program.

Cheney, one of the architects of the
Iraq war who once predicted that U.S.
troops would be “greeted as libera-
tors,” vowed to stand firm in the face
of unrest as he embarked on only his
third overseas mission since taking
office in 2001.

“Our will is being tested in Iraq as
we have seen in the heavy fighting this
week,” he told troops at Elmendorf Air
Force Base in Alaska. “It is absolutely
essential that we finish the task at
hand.”

But Cheney’s stay-the-course mes-
sage is a harder sell in Japan — a coun-
try in shock after rebels kidnapped
three civilians in Iraq and threatened to
execute them if Japanese troops did not
swiftly leave Iraq.

Tearful appeals

Despite tearful appeals from the
hostages’ families, Koizumi said he
had no plans to pull the country’s
troops from Iraq.

That was welcome news in
Washington, where officials fear any
appeasement will only encourage more
kidnappings and acts of terrorism, and
pick apart the coalition.

Koizumi has spent enormous politi-
cal capital to push through the Iraq
deployment. The mission is Japan’s
riskiest military operation since World

War Two and a major shift away from
the purely defensive military stance
Tokyo adopted after its defeat in the
war.

Cheney is scheduled to meet with
Koizumi and some of his Cabinet min-
isters on Monday. He will visit with the
Emperor on Tuesday before flying to
China and finally South Korea.

U.S. officials said Cheney plans to
tell U.S. allies in the region that

U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney (R) waves with his wife Lynne upon their arrival at Tokyo’s Haneda airport April 10,
2004. Cheney flew in to Japan for a four-day visit on the first leg of his Asian tour.

Washington is committed to a June 30
deadline for transferring sovereignty to
Iraqis despite renewed violence.

In addition to Iraq, Cheney is
expected to press Japan to reopen its
markets to U.S. beef, banned three
months ago because of the first U.S.
case of mad cow disease.

In Beijing, he is expected to discuss
thorny currency policy and market-
access disputes.

Taiwan stages third big
protest over election

TAIPEI April 10 (Reuters) - Tens of
thousands of Taiwan opposition sup-
porters pretested on Saturday, demand-
ing an independent inquiry into an elec-
tion-eve assassination attempt on
President Chen Shui-bian that they sus-

=ct may have been staged.

Police estimated that about 70,000
people had filled the square outside the
presidential office in Taipei, in the third
major protest since Chen defeated
Nationalist Party leader Lien Chan in
the hotly disputed presidential election
on March 20.

Lien says sympathy votes swung the
poll and wants an impartial investiga-
tion into the mysterious shooting, in
which Chen was slightly wounded. The
president has rejected the demand.

“Referendum for the truth,” shouted
the protesters, waving flags and tooting
horns in a peaceful rally.

The Nationalists have proposed
holding a referendum to back the inde-
pendent inquiry and many protesters
brought their identity cards to register
their support.

“If we don’t put some pressure on
him, we won’t have a chance to find out
the truth. We won’t allow A-Bian to do
whatever he wants,” said one elderly
man, after signing a petition for the ref-
erendum. A-Bian is Chen’s nickname.

An unknown assailant with a home-
made handgun fired two bullets at Chen
and Vice President Annette Lu as they
campaigned in an open-top jeep in the
southern city of Tainan on March 19.
Chen was gashed across the stomach
and Lu wounded in the knee.

The incumbent president won re-
election the following day by just
30,000 votes out of more than 13 mil-
lion cast.

“The presidential election is over,”
Chen told a meeting of his Democratic
Progressive Party on Saturday.

“The election dispute has entered the
legal process and everyone should have
the biggest confidence and patience in
the fairness of our judicial system.”

Glass fragments
Police say they have no suspects for

Tens of thousands of supporters of Taiwan’s opposition Nationalist Party
protest outside the presidential office in Taipei on April 10 to demand an
independent inquiry into the election-eve assassination attempt on
President Chen Shui-bian. The Nationalists say the shooting that lightly
wounded Chen may have been staged for sympathy votes. Chen won re-
election by a razor-thin margin of just 30,000 votes out of more than 13 mil-

lion cast.

the shooting so far. Top U.S. forensic
expert Henry Lee, a veteran of such
high-profile cases as the O.J. Simpson
murder trial, joined the probe this week
and recreated the crime scene in Tainan
on Friday night.

Lee told reporters he had discovered
20-30 tiny glass fragments inside the
jeep, proving that one bullet was fired
from the right side of the vehicle. His
team found machine markings on the
bullets and casings that Lee said needed
further study.

Lien has filed two lawsuits with the
High Court — one to invalidate Chen’s
victory and order a recount, and the
other to nullify the election and order a
new one.

The suits cite a record 330,000
invalid ballots, triple the number reject-
ed in the 2000 election, along with vot-

REUTERS

ing irregularities, puzzling circum-
stances surrounding the shooting and
other factors.

Analysts say a recount is almost cer-
tain since Chen has consented to one
but a new election is unlikely.

“It doesn’t matter who wins the elec-
tion. We just want to know exactly how
the shooting on Chen Shui-bian hap-
pened,” said a 40-year-old woman at
the protest calling for the referendum.

Cabinet spokesman Lin Chia-lung
said the referendum planned by the
opposition was unconstitutional as it
would put too much power into the
hands of one committee.

“Even if the referendum is approved,
it has no effect. The referendum law
clearly states a referendum cannot vio-
late the constitution,” Lin told
reporters.

REUTERS

A senior administration official said
ending North Korea’s nuclear program
would be “an important subject not
only in Beijing, but also in Tokyo and
Seoul.”

But the official sought to play down
expectations for movement on
Pyongyang. “There’s no touchdown
pass here,” a senior administration offi-
cial said, using an American football
metaphor.

Pakistan military
say they foil
Karachi attack

KARACHI, April 10 (Reuters) -
Pakistan’s paramilitary rangers said on
Saturday they had foiled a major attack
bid in the restive port city of Karachi,
recovering a huge cache of weapons
but making no arrests.

The weapons seized in a raid on
Friday at a house under construction
included a Russian-made mortar, shells
and rockets.

“This is the first time ever we seized
a 82 mm mortar gun in Karachi,” sen-
ior ranger officer Colonel Zafar Igbal
Awan told a news conference.

Officials said the mortar could hit a

target at a distance of five km (three
miles).

Karachi has seen a spate of assaults,
including suicide bombings, targeting
Westerners, government officials and
the religious minorities in the last cou-
ple of years.

Police blame most of these attacks
on Islamic extremists furious at the
government’s support for the U.S.-led
“war on terror” following the
September 11, 2001 attacks.

Awan said, however, that it was too
early to blame any group for bringing
the weapons to Karachi.

A Pakistani paramilitary soldier holds a rocket propelled grenade launcher
next to a display of recovered weapons in Karachi April 10. Pakistan’s para-
military rangers said on Saturday they had foiled a major attack bid in the
restive port city of Karachi following the recovery of a huge cache of

weapons despite no arrests.

REUTERS



Bush vows rebels in
Iraq will be defeated

U.S. President George W. Bush (R), with National Security Advisor Condoleezza Ric, receives an update on the situ-

ation in Iraq during a National Security Council meeting via video teleconference in Crawford, Texas, Saturday, April
10, 2004. Bush vowed on Saturday the U.S.-led troops would defeat guerrillas wreaking havoc in Iraq even as street
fighting erupted in Baghdad and reports emerged of an American being held hostage. Bush, spending the weekend
at his Texas ranch, defended plans to hand sovereignty to an interim Iragi government on June 30 as Democrats said

delaying the deadline could prevent a civil war from erupting.

CRAWFORD, Texas, April 10
(Reuters) - President George W. Bush
pledged on Saturday that the U.S.-led
coalition would defeat guerrillas wreaking
havoc in Iraq and he defended plans to
hand sovereignty to an interim Iragi gov-
ernment on June 30.

Bush also promised support to Iraq
after the initial handover of power and
through the country’s election slated for
the end of 2005, including armed forces to
maintain peace as well as economic aid.

A year after the coalition toppled
Saddam Hussein’s regime, U.S.-led troops
have launched a multi-city offensive
against Sunni and Shi’ite rebels who have
inflicted some of the worst casualties seen
since Bush said major hostilities were over
last May.

“Our coalition’s quick reaction forces
are finding and engaging the enemy,”
Bush said in his weekly radio address.
“Our decisive actions will continue until
these enemies of democracy are dealt
with.”

In the last week at least 51 U.S. and
allied soldiers have died in combat in

REUTERS

addition to scores of Iragis. Rebels on
Friday attacked a fuel convoy and said
they kidnapped foreigners to try to force
their governments to withdraw troops.

Bush, vacationing at his Texas ranch,
will travel to nearby Fort Hood on Sunday
for Easter church services where soldiers
there are mourning the loss of eight of their
killed in combat last week.

‘ENEMIES OF FREEDOM WILL
FAIL

In recent months, Bush’s public sup-
port has slowly eroded as conditions have
deteriorated in Iraq and questions arose
about the reasons for going to war. A
CNN/Time poll showed his job approval
rating at 49 percent, down double-digits in
the last few months.

Bush again brushed aside suggestions
by some top Republicans and Democrats
in Congress that it may be necessary to
delay the June 30 handover to an interim
government amid the uprising by insur-
gents.

Guerrillas “want to dictate the course
of events in Iraq and to prevent the Iraqi
people from having a true voice in their

future,” Bush said. “The enemies of free-
dom will fail. Iraqi sovereignty will arrive
on June 30.”

The United States last year agreed to
hand over control in Iraq but its plan to
select an interim government through cau-
cuses -collapsed, partly because of objec-
tions from leading Iragi Shi’ite cleric
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.

U.N. envoy Lakhdar Brahimi is in Iraq
for the second time this year to advise on
an interim government until elections for
a permanent government can be held.

Even so, Bush’s own chief diplomat,
Secretary of State Colin Powell, admitted
on Friday that the interim government
may have to accept limits on its power
after the transition and that it had been a
“tough week” for U.S.-led forces.

Nonetheless, Bush pledged that the
United States would continue to provide
aid to Iraq after the handover.

“Our coalition forces will remain com-
mitted to the security of Iraq,” he said.
“We will continue helping the Iraqi people
reconstruct their economy, undermined by
decades of dictatorship and corruption.
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German Greens leader slams

US ‘occupation’ in Iraq

BERLIN, April 10 (Reuters) - The

co-leader of Germany’s  Greens
party, Angelika Beer, said on
Saturday the United States should

end its occupation of Iraq and turn
over control of the country to the
United Nations.

Beer, whose Greens party is the
junior partner in Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder’s  Social Democrats-
Greens coalition, is also her party’s
defence policy expert.

In an interview with Berlin’s
Inforadio, she also said she hoped
U.S. leaders would not let the cam-
paign for November’s presidential
election influence decisions on Iraq.

“I believe there is no alternative to
completely turning over the overall
control to the United Nations and to
the Americans giving up their occu-
pation status,” Beer said, going fur-
ther than any German political leader.

“The situation is getting worse
every day — as the fighting in
Falluja show. I hope the Americans

5

A German citizen walks into Germany’s embassy in the Iraqi capital of

Baghdad, April 10, 2004. The German Foreign Ministry said two German secu-
rity officials had gone missing while traveling from Jordan to Germany’s
embassy in Baghdad. A spokeswoman in Berlin confirmed the report that two
men, aged 38 and 25, had disappeared while en route to Baghdad several
days ago. Several foreigners have been taken hostage on dangerous roads
between Baghdad and Amman which pass through the Falluja area, where
Sunni guerrillas have been fighting U.S. troops over the past week. REUTERS

won’t put the election ahead of
everything else so Bush can save
face, but rather say: ‘We made a mis-

take. Preventive strikes are not the
right answer and we’re turning over
responsibility to the United Nations.”
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Words of Wisdom

As a society caught in the endless transition
from a traditional way of life to none trying
to catch up with a set of values which are
often the subject of controversy and
confusion, to say the least. One such value is
integrity. It was a big thing in the old days,
this integrity business. But today, it has been
often compromised, and we see people
‘selling’ their integrity. Think of it, would
you sell yours?
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUl
OPINION

Understanding the
double standard

.he incidents of last week in Iraq are a clear indi

.cation of the fact that there is what is calle

“double standard” in the world and the U
administration is quite aware of it. In just over

. week, more than 450 Iraqi civilians were kille

n air raids in Fallujah in Iraq, for ongoing compensation fo:
he killing and mutilation of the bodies of some Americans i
he city. This is in total contrast with basic and fundamental
uman rights principles and hence, is the reason why Arab
nd Muslims, and in fact most of the developing world an

many citizens of developed countries, hate the US policy.

In last Saturday’s seminar organized by Amnest

nternational, the phrase ‘double standard’ was mentioned s
many times. No one was able to otherwise explain why th
eath of a few thousand Americans in the 9/11 incident
ould justify the killing of tens of thousands of Iragis an
Afghans elsewhere in the world.

Meanwhile, the killing of hundreds of thousands of peopl
Iso takes place in various parts of the world, such as th
enocide in Rwanda that included the massacre of 800,00
eople, one hundred times more people than those killed i

New York, yet the world showed little reaction.

The atrocities going on in Palestine and Iraq were a majo:
opic in the seminar, which has clearly stated that if th
uperpower of the world, the USA, is using such a doubl
tandard system in carrying out its operations, and then i
ught not to be the leading example for other countries to fol
ow.

Prominent human rights activist Terry Waite also deliv
red a very important message about the importance of end
ng the double standard phenomenon taking place every

where in the world in order to achieve global justice an
eace.

“We cannot use military might to fight terrorism. Suc
ction only incites more hatred and frustration and results i

greater extremism.” he said.

It is often understood that modern countries give greate
alue to their citizens than developing countries. That is
act that cannot be denied and it is due to many factor
ncluding the level of democracy, which in turn empower:
itizens who can speak up and express their thoughts openly.

and can pursue the law to hold governments accountable.

But on the other hand, it is not the fault of citizens o
eveloping countries. They are mere innocent people wh

anted to lead a respectable life and care little about regime:

- and political affairs. So having their lives seen as less valu
 able in one way or another is a violation of their rights a;
umans and makes their families and communities potential
' havens for radical and extremist ideas.
The new world order is clear. It places the interests o
. developed countries far above those of the developing world
: It is also obvious that interests of developed countries lies i
' preserving their human resources and protecting their peo
i ple, who are the driving force in their economies. On th
- other hand, governments of the developing world are no
ware of the potential of their people. In fact, many citizen:
n developing countries decide to leave their homelands fo
etter opportunities in the West, and to be seen as of valu
nd be respected.

So the double standard we see and feel every day is a mer
eflection of the economic-political gap between the rich an

 the poor, the developed and developing. This gap cannot b
losed down overnight, but actions like that of the USA ar
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Trying to salvage
the summit

By PETER WILLEMS
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Ithough efforts have
been made to get the
Arab summit bank on
track, obstacles have

‘delayed agreement on
rescheduling the summit.

Arab League Secretary General Amr
Moussa told reporters in Cairo last
Thursday that Arab leaders have agreed
that holding a summit is important and
that it should be held in late April or
early May.

“Everyone is agreed on this, the
holding of a summit is a necessity,”
said Moussa.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak,
who offered to host the summit in
Egypt soon after Tunisia cancelled the
summit just before it was scheduled to
begin last Monday, met with Arab lead-
ers at Sharm Al-Sheikh last week. The
leaders included Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz, King Hamad
of Bahrain and King Abdullah II of
Jordan.

Egyptian officials claim that 10 out
of 22 Arab countries are backing
Mubarak’s plan to hold the summit in
Egypt. In addition to Egypt, they men-
tioned Saudi Arabia, Syria, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Jordan, Yemen, the
Palestinians, the United Arab Emirates
and Iraq.

But Tunisian Foreign Minister Habib
Ben Yahya announced last week that
President Zine Al-Abidine Ben Al still
wants to host the summit, claiming that
Tunisia still has the right to do so.
Some members of the Arab League are
showing support of Tunisia’s position.
Moroccan Foreign Minister
Mohammed Benaissa has agreed that
the summit should be held in Tunisia.
He said last week that “as long as
Tunisia has not given up its right to
host the summit, frankly I don’t see
how the summit can be transferred.”

Some say that the argument over
choosing between Egypt and Tunisia as
the location of the summit may create a
division between eastern and western
Arab states.

But Yemeni Foreign Minister Abu
Bakr Al-Qirbi denies that a division
between eastern and western Arab
countries is growing. He told Egypt’s
state-run Voice of the Arabs radio sta-
tion, “The postponement of the summit
has not divided the Arabs into Eastern
and Western blocs. The Arab world will
remain united.”

Moussa said it is important for Arab
nations “to deal with the current situa-
tion and calm down, then start to pre-
pare for a successful meeting”. He
added that after that “we will reach an
agreement over a place.”

According to Moussa, there is also a
disagreement between Arab countries
on how to address potential political
reforms in the Middle East. He said the
disagreement is on ‘“the extent that
reforms will go to and our position
regarding this or that reform initiative
that we have received from abroad.”

Moussa was referring to the US
Greater Middle East Initiative that
urges Arab nations to promote democ-
racy, human rights, and the status of
women and encourages the upgrading
of educational systems and economic
liberalization.

Most Arab countries have resisted
outside interference in their domestic
policies and the idea of importing a
western plan. Many are pushing for
homegrown democratic reform.

Many analysts have judged Yemen
as the leader in the Arab world in
developing full-fledged democracy.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh supports
political reform, but argues that the
changes should come from within the
Arab countries. In a speech he deliv-
ered during a demonstration in Sana’a
against the killing of Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin a few weeks ago, he said that
there should be no pressure on Arab
countries because ‘“these reforms
should come from within”.

Two days before the summit was
scheduled to begin last week, the
Tunisian Government decided to post-
pone the summit, claiming there were
differences over proposals to promote
democracy in the Middle East.

Arabs throughout the Middle East

have been showing criticism of the
Arab League after the summit was can-
celled. Many were expecting Arab
leaders to stand up against Israel fol-
lowing the assassination of Yassin and
deal with the US occupation of Iraq.

“Looking back over the years, peo-
ple in the Arab world can see that Arab
Summits rarely found solutions or
implemented them,” said a political
analyst in Yemen. “And the timing of
canceling this summit was bad. After
the assassination of Sheikh Yassin,
Arabs wanted to see something happen.
But now their faith in the Arab League
is deteriorating.”

The Yemeni Government planned to
present its own peace initiative for the
Middle East at the summit in Tunisia.
Yemen’s “roadmap” for peace includes
adding the Arab league to the interna-
tional quartet of the European Union,
Russia, United Nations and the United
States that is attempting to end the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It also sug-
gests the use of an international force to
protect Palestinians, a non-violence
pledge from both sides and the creation
of a Palestinian state in the territories
the Jewish state occupied in the 1967
war.

For war-torn Iraq, the Yemeni pro-
posal calls for the Arab League, the
United Nations and the US-led coali-
tion to set up a committee to work on
building security using international
forces under UN command. An Iraqi
sub-committee would draw a constitu-
tion, elections would be held in a year
and Iraqi forces would be fully estab-
lished in two years.

The Arab land-for-peace plan, which
won support at the 2002 Arab summit
in Beirut, was expected to be re-
launched at the summit in Tunis. But
Al-Qirbi told Yemen Times last week
that ministers in the preliminary meet-
ings showed interest in Yemen’s initia-
tive, especially since the Yemeni plan is
based on the Beirut proposal.

To continue to salvage the summit,
Moussa traveled to Tunisia and held
talks with Ben Ali. He also has plans to
go to Algeria, Morocco and possibly
Libya and Mauritania.

Imad Ahmed Abduliah
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My diary in Iraq: Day One

By EMMA BoMiNOo
FoRrR THE YEMEN TIMES

am in Iraq. We set out at dawn
from Kuwait City, with an Air
force C130 which flew zigzag to
reduce the risk of being hit by
_ portable missiles: the Bedouins
sometimes fire them at passing planes.
Finally the plane touched down on the
runway at the Italian base in Nassiriya,
at the centre of a wide area assigned to
Italy. It was the region most badly hit
by Saddam’s oppression, to the extent
that I was not allowed to visit during
my last trip to Iraq as European
Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid in
1997. Waiting to welcome the Radical
Delegation is the commander of the
132nd Ariete Armoured Brigade,
General Gian Marco Chiarini, and all
his staff.

Chiarini immediately gives us a gen-
eral picture of the situation on the
ground: 2,893 Italian troops, and over
600 Romanians and Portuguese, to con-
trol an area as big as Kosovo, sparsely
inhabited and marshy - with problems
of pillaging, theft, and assaults on
trains — in the South; more densely
populated to the North, with problems
of religious fundamentalism linked to
Iranian infiltration. From the General’s
words there emerges an awareness that
the Italians are trying their best to ful-
fill their job: to protect the institutions
of the coalition and of the provisional
government (also by means of a tele-
phone emergency service), to train the
local forces, and to reconstruct and
begin to operate basic services and
rebuilt the infrastructure, beginning
with schools and hospitals.

The Italian contingent - the Army
and the Carabinieri - has to deal on a
daily basis with the three main actors
who are attempting, also by means of
&

violence, to fill the void created by the
fall of Saddam: tribal chiefs (so power-
ful that they supply the police with
men), political parties (over 20, devoid
of any real programme), and Shiite reli-
gious leaders, particularly strong in the
South (and the ‘owners’ of the only
means of mass communication: Friday
Prayer). After an excellent espresso we
begin the meetings scheduled. The
Governor of the province of Dhi Qar,
Ramadi — “When he wants he can
speak English,” the General tells us,
mischievously - describes a situation of
extreme hardship, inherited from the
period of the regime. Four hours of
electrical power a day during the time
of Saddam’s regime, two asphalt roads
in the whole of Nassiryia, a dramatic
health situation. Things are now
improving (the Governor acknowl-
edges the work of the Italians), but not
fast enough: “I am not happy, there is
not much time left before the transfer
of power on 30 June.”

Next I meet Widad Kareem, the
President of the association most com-
mitted to the promotion of women’s
rights: 10 women in Nassiryia, and 85
in the whole province, to distribute
food and medicines and to help women
finally to play a leading role in civil
society. The General trusts her: “With
her I know where our aid is going.”

After Iraqi women, the Italian

women in Nassiryia: the soldiers and
Red Cross volunteers who we meet in
the camp used for operational meet-
ings. I had met some of them in Kosovo
and Bosnia, others are veterans from
Afghanistan. Together they convey
their enthusiasm for their mission.

The lunch break in the brand-new
camp refectory is also a chance to greet
the many soldiers present, rather sur-
prised and curious, though ultimately, I
think, happy to see us here. There is
also Colonel Burgio, Commander of
the Carabinieri Regiment that paid such
a heavy toll in human lives in the per-
formance of its mission.

Our visit to Nassiryia ends with a
meeting that foreshadows the future
political debate in a society that has
suddenly become freer, but at the same
time full of tensions and contradictions.
We spend over three-quarters of an
hour with a dozen Iragi women from a
whole range of professions: an engi-
neer, a primary school teacher, a
provincial councillor, and so on. Five
of them are close to the most funda-
mentalist Islam; they are also the ones
who believe the time has come for
power to be handed over to the Iraqis.
The others, more open-minded, are
more cautious about the transition, like
the Governor: “The next time we meet
will be for a conference in Baghdad,” I
say as we are about to leave, the almost
unconscious expression of a hope, and
of a promise, made to women who
want to look to the future at a decisive,
delicate moment for the fate of Iraq.

* Emma Bonino is a Member of the
European Parliament. Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Human Rights,
Common Security and Defence Policy.
She is also an active member of the
Transnational Radical Party.

The press in Iraq:

“If you are not
with us...”

. ver since the early days of the Bush
' Administration, especially after the infamous
9/11 bombings of the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, President George W. Bush made
=l it very clear that the overall assumptions that
govern the relations between the White House (which then
was supposedly speaking on behalf of all Americans) was
that: “if you are not with us, you are against us”. This was
supposedly meant to cover the US’s “War on Terror”,
which the Bush Administration was launching right after
that tragic day of September 11, 2001. However, it appears
that the Bush Administration has insisted that this motto
should be the general guidelines to be adhered to on all
matters of domestic public affairs, international relations
and all issues related to the deeds and the misdeeds of the
Bush Administration. This attitude shall govern the rela-
tions of the Bush Administration with just about everyone
outside the “Bushies” clique, no matter what institutional
or political manifestation they may fall under. See the New
York Times, Paul Krugman op-ed column of April 4, 2004)

In the Iraqi fiasco, the Bushies have made sure that this
motto must also apply to the press as well almost from the
start of the gearing-up effort for the war. With the power-
ful media foundations that the Bushies have laid down in
advance, every effort was made to strengthen the Bushies
stand on going for an all out invasion of Iraq and to dismiss
or belittle the obvious questions such an adventure would
raise. Any effort by the American press to argue the wis-
dom of such a clearly dubious deviation from the “War on
Terror” was always dismissed as unpatriotic or left wing
stupidity. When the war was finally started, amidst strong
international and obviously toned down American opposi-
tion, the Bushies set up a well organized controlled mech-
anism for controlling the press coverage of the war to make
sure that only what the Bushies saw as acceptable news
reporting hit the air waves or the other press media chan-
nels. Thus the “embedding program”, which tightly
restricted what accompanying US and international press
corps members could file back to their respective press
media was put in place. In the meantime, any press organs
that showed signs of opposition or deviation from the cri-
teria (some announced and others put up at will as events
proceed) by the Bushies or the Military and later the
Civilian Administrative Commands holding the helms in
the Iraqi quagmire would face the meanest of attacks,
including possible death or harm to personnel of the devi-
ating press organs. There have been a number of staff
members of especially Arab news media organs that have
become among the sought after “collateral” damage of the
US military effort in Iraq, during the early invasion effort
and later during the occupation and subjugation phase of
the still to be clearly understood American debacle, inap-
propriately called the “Iraq Conflict”, by most of the
American media. Just over the past week or so two Al-
Arabiya Satellite News Channel became the latest victims
of the obvious contempt for the press organs that dared to
disregard the “with us” criteria set forth by the American
military and civilian managements of the American occu-
pation (which the Americans insist must be called a “coali-
tion” of occupiers, although one is quite certain that the
absence of the “other members of this “Coalition” would
hardly make any real difference from a policy or strategic
standpoint).

As if that was not enough, even the democracy that the
Americans would like to promote in Iraq must fall under
the motto of “if you are not with us, you are against us”.
Accordingly, the American Civil Administrator, Mr. Paul
Bremer set out to make sure that the domestic press of Iraq
submit to the motto, and threw away all notions of press
freedom out the window, with one sweep of the pen. The
outcome: a suspension order directed against “Al-Hawza
Al-Natiga”, the mouthpiece newspaper of the “Moqtada
Sadr organization, the latter of which has been outspoken
against the US occupation of Iraq, in more ways than one.
While there are many who suggest that the ban on the pub-
lication of this domestic press organ, was really intended to
ignite a new phase of the Bushies’ agenda in Iraq, namely
the fueling of Shiite resistance that would eventually pro-
vide “justification” for an all out effort against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the suspension order was clearly incon-
gruous with the declared aim of setting up a “model
democracy” in Iraq. Many in the American press saw the
irrationality of such a decision and were quick to point out
that no matter what the paper was writing, it could not have
been damaging to the Americans to warrant inflaming the
already discontent grass roots following of the Moqtada
Sadr organization and in turn the entire Shiite population of
Iraq, which has on the whole, assumed a cautious wait and
see attitude towards the American invasion and occupation
of their country.

On the other hand, the recent obvious diatribes by the
spokesmen of the American military and civilian command
in Iraq against the reporting of Ahmed Mansour of Al-
Jazeera Television Channel of the consequences of the gen-
eral “revenge” against the entire population of Faluja (for
the humiliating mob handling of the armed “civilian” vic-
tims of an attack against an American vehicle), underscores
the persistence of the Bushies, that even if the facts and
scenes on the ground take on what the latter perceive as
unfavorable impressions of the facts on the ground, as
cameras or eyewitness accounts reveal them to be, they
have deviated from the “with us” criteria and thus become
“bad news”. There is no telling how far the Americans are
the least concerned about how genuine the Bushies
declared objectives of their misguided Iraqi adventure are
shown, but surely this continuous repression of press free-
dom adds more to the list of lies and misrepresented inten-
tions of the tragedy that is daily unfolding in Iraq.
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New strategy for exploiting
gas In power generation

REPORT BY
MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

. he Yemeni government
"is intending to imple-
ment a strategy for
exploiting gas in the
: generation of electric
power. Presently there are practical
steps for building a gas power station
in the governorate of Mareb as part
of the investment program for the
ministry of electricity and the state
establishment of electricity for the
year 2004.

According to sources at the min-
istry of electricity the state establish-
ment is seeking to exploit gas in the
field of producing generating electric
power as Yemen possesses large
reserves of gas amounting to around
16.5 trillion metric tons. The new
strategy includes the building of a
number of generating stations in var-
ious governorates, among them a
generating station in the governorate
of Mareb with a capacity of 500
megawatt, a station with a capacity
of 400 megawatt and a third station
in Aden with a capacity of 400

megawatt as well as another station
in Hudeida with the capacity of 400
megawatt.

The strategy considers that the
building of gas power stations would
have positive results in terms of dif-
ferent economic and technical areas.
The concerned parties estimate that
transferring power from the produc-
tion center to centers of works
requires the building of lines capable
of transferring 400 kilovolt and 230
kilovolt and that depends on the con-
struction of the new stations. The
process of consuming the new power
needs the building of new networks
for distribution in the cities for the
best utilization of the new gas power
stations.

The amount of financial allocation
appropriated for the investment of
the state establishment of electricity
in the present year is estimated at
about YR 14.5 billion, of which YR
12.5 billion for the united electric
system and 2 billion riyals for proj-
ects of countryside waters electricity.
The investment [program has appro-
priated financial amounts for rehabil-
itation of the working power generat-
ing stations and their maintenance
because the new power stations
would start working in three years

time and therefore the establishment
seeks to preserve the present stations
capacities.

The investment program also
includes the improvement of services
level of some stations by funding
from Arab and Islamic funds in addi-
tion to government financing.
Electricity sources indicate that work
is now going on in construction of
power transfer lines from Mareb to
Sana’a estimated at 400 kilovolt and
building of a steam turbine in Aden
with a capacity of 60 megawatt. The
sources also mentioned that there are
several projects under construction in
some governorates, some for
strengthening generation with 10
megawatt in the Rayan in Hadramout
and 6 megawatt in Seyoun and gen-
erating enhancement with a capacity
of 25 megawatt in Tihama and about
700 projects under construction for
countryside electricity.

There is a study for joint a electric
power connection between Yemen
and Saudi Arabia funded by the Arab
Fund and the electricity establish-
ment in Yemen expects the agree-
ment with the Saudi side would be
concluded about naming the compa-
nies that would implement the field
study of the project.

Electricity Station

Poor women innovate a marketing profession,

The hookah impresses women anl

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

lements affecting the
social structure com-
ponent of a proportion
of poor families,

ol according to their cate-
g'bry, pushed numerous women in
the capital and major cities in
Yemen to search for easier job
opportunities to increase their
income. But some women descend-
ing from not poor families do not
show interest in economic and
social activity and constitute a dis-
guised unemployment especially
among those who have finished
their secondary school and universi-
ty education who are noticeably
seen present at festivities hall and

Exchange Rate for

the Yemeni Rial

US Dollar 184.3900 | 184.6400
Sterling Pound | 336.8700 | 337.3300
Euro 222.2500 | 222.5600
Saudi Rial 49.1700 49.2300
Kuwaiti Dinar 625.4700 | 626.3200
UAE Dirhem 50.2000 50.2700
Egyptian Pound | 29.8000 29.8400
Bahraini Dinar 489.1100 | 489.7700
Qatari Rial 50.6500 50.7200
Jordanian Dinar | 260.0700 | 260.4200
Omani Rial 478.9700 | 479.6200
Swiss Franc 141.8300 | 142.0300
Swedish Crown | 24.1700 24.2000
Japanese Yen 1.7398 1.7421
Source: Central Bank of Yemen 1

birth or mourning occasions.

Qualitative gaps between the real-
ity of women and men reveal that
poor families headed by women are
estimated at 60.3% of the total non-
poor families. And this imbalance
pushes poor women to be persever-
ant and serious for improvement of
their living conditions to the extent
of innovating ways for marketing
their sales of handicrafts or choos-
ing commodities or light food stuffs
bringing forth financial returns. In
this scene there appear some para-
doxes inside festivities hall in the
capital Sana’a where women from
well-to-do or poor families gather.
Women from well-to-do families
bring with them qgat and hookahs,
known in Yemen by “Mada’a” to
participate in celebrating the bride
and perform kinds of dances
expressing the joy to rhythm of local
traditional tunes, in a phenomenon
that has become common and a
social habit expressing stability of
their family situations.

Poor women would rather convert
their presence and attendance in fes-
tivities halls to places for marketing
their handicraft products and selling
various kinds of incenses and per-
fumes, cake, and women clothes.
Mariam, nicknamed Um Abdullah,
specialized in marketing products at
festivities halls, says rich families
are keen to buy handicrafts made by
women in weddings and this method
of trading gives profitable results
without having the need to have
shops and showrooms to display
their goods. She says the halls are
movable trade shops during hours
when rich women are chewing qat

and smoking hookahs. The same can
be said about celebrating new births
or offering condolences, which are
occasions causing a rise in propor-
tion of selling more than traditional
trade shops.

Fatma, specialized in selling Aden
incenses says it has become familiar
that the hookahs impress women on
occasions of joys, mourning and
new births and this situation pro-
vides poor women with opportuni-
ties for marketing and selling the
best types of incenses among the
women attending those occasions.

Divorced, widows and mulatto
women are among most of poor
women who practice the marketing
profession at various social occa-
sions, in addition to those who have
discarded education due to their
family and living circumstances.
Field surveys reveal that a number
of girls used to enroll in schools
usually discard educations after the
fourth grade of primary school espe-
cially in countryside and coastal
areas for reasons related to cultural,
economic and social habits and this
state urged women to take part in
productive activities.

Sameera Ghaleb Taha, an unem-
ployed university graduate consider
the phenomena of marketing at
social occasions as confirming
weakness of the woman participa-
tion and contribution to the national
economy and that early marriages
limit participation of Yemeni
women in the labour market after
reproduction age and as a result of
increased burdens of family care in
cases of divorce or death of the hus-
band. Here the woman head of the

family finds herself forced to prac-
tice the profession of marketing
products at weddings and other
occasions.

It is to be remarked that such
woman activities are temporary and
for providing needs of the poor fam-
ilies and are not effective in improv-
ing the quality of family income in
the long-run. Nevertheless, contri-

bution of female university gradu-
ates to the economic activity
remains hostage of obtaining job
opportunities at professions
demanding specialized skills.

It remains to point out in this
regard that the Yemeni woman in
general is still struggling for
improving her position at the labour
market under an official interest in

increasing the educated woman’s
economic and productive activity.
As for the poor and illiterate
women, they have created such job
opportunities ensuring for them the
development of their income in the
process of facing the conditions of
poverty that are increasing in the
Yemeni society despite of all efforts
exerted to fighting them.
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BANAADIR: The Country of Harho

By IRENA KNEHTL
IREN_KNEHTL@YAHOO.COM
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

he history of East Africa
without its association
with Islam and Arab influ-
ences is like European his-
tory without Rome and
Greece. East Africa had historical and
cultural ties with Arabia and Persia
because of geographical proximity and
the impact of monsoon winds which
blow all the way to Zanzibar for six
month and the remaining six month to
the Persian Gulf. Unlike the hinterland,
the Banaadiri Coast had more cultural
contacts with the people plying Indian
Ocean trade routes following the
Monsoon Winds over the last two thou-
sand years.

The most important source on the
Indian Ocean during this period is
Periplus Maris Erythraen
(Circumnavigation of the Erythraen
Sea) written by an unknown Greek
commercial agent based in Egypt, writ-
ten about 156 CE. Since the Periplus of
the Erythrean Seas, the Banaadiri Coast
was an ancient trading center. From
India and Arabia, trading sea vessels
anchored at Mogadishu, as the first nat-
ural harbor in the Horn of Africa to
trade and take supplies on their journey
to Zanzibar, Kilwa and Sofala.

Because of natural highways of the
Indian Ocean and the Red Sea, the East
African coast had received many visi-
tors. The archeological investigations
are still in an embryonic stage but are
supporting oral traditions. The excava-
tion during 1910 proved that the
ancient Egyptians, Sumarians and
Sabeans visited the East Africa coast
for international trade. Trade during
3000 BC  flourished  between
Mesopotamia, Southern Arabia and the
East African coast. It was also in the
Persian Gulf where the first ship build-
ing industry started. Other early visitors
to the East African coast were the

the southwest monsoon, carrying food
grains, mangroves poles for timber,
spices, gold from Sofala, ivory and
ebony. The Arabs knew the East
African coast as “Zinjibar” and hence
the romantic name Zanzibar is derived.
Chronicles now indicate the existence
of Perso-Arab civilization in East
Africa before the birth of the Prophet
Muhammed (pbuh).

Islam reached East Africa peacefully
during the seventh century, and by the
tenth century it became a dominant reli-
gion in Ethiopia, Somalia and the East
African islands of Zanzibar, Pemba,
Kilwa, Mafia, Pate, Lamu and
Mombasa. During the later Middle
Ages, i.e. in those crucial three hundred
years that appear to have been the
formative period of a number of towns
and nations along the Indian Ocean
shores, the Arabs and Persians spun a
network of Moslem connections across
the waters in all directions. Ibn Battuta
during his visit in 1331 observes that
Arabic was already the common liter-
ary and the commercial language spo-
ken all over these coastal islands.

Ibn Battuta was extremely impressed
by the splendor of Mogadishu. In 1516,
the Portuguese navigator Duate
described it as “a very big town of
blacks called Magadoxo. It is ruled by a
Sultan. It undertakes much commerce
of different merchandise and many
ships arrive here from the Kingdom of
Cambaya, bringing large quantities of
clothes of different types and different
goods and spices”. And again in the
18th century, Sultan Sayed bin Said of
Oman calls it “the most brilliant of all
the princesses of Arabia”. Mogadishu,
known as Hamar by the native found-
ing Rer Hamar people, emerged
through the centuries as the cultural and
religious center of the Banaadiri Coast.

This prosperous trade was rudely
interrupted by the arrival of the
Portuguese who came round from the
other side of Africa, suddenly and
unpredictably, with bigger and faster
ships and better guns. Within thirteen
years, by 1511, the Portuguese had
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Banaadiris of Mogadishu
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Phoenicians, a navigating people from
the eastern shores of the Mediterranean.

At the very beginning of the first
century CE, all the region stretching up
to Zanzibar was part of the Kingdom of
Saba (115 BC-525 CE), also known as
Sheba. The Sabeans were a maritime
people, with a large kingdom in Yemen
and used the seasonal monsoon winds
to travel regularly to as far as Zanzibar.
They sailed south from November to
February, during the northeast mon-
soon, carrying beads, Chinese porcelain
and clothes. Between March and

September they returned to the north on

in a picture from 1930.

made themselves masters of the Indian
Ocean. More than ever before, the
Indian Ocean became a link, a unifier
of cultures.

The Banaadirs (also spelled
“Benadir”) are people with their roots
in ancient Arabia, Persia and South and
Central Asia. Their name is derived
from a Persian word “Bandar” which
means “harbor” or port, reflecting their
origins as seafaring traders who crossed
the Indian Ocean to the easternmost
part of Africa and established centers of
commerce which linked that continent
with Asia. The first Banaadir communi-

aspiring law specialists came for study.

ties were established in what is today
southern Somalia about one thousand
year ago. Their reputation as settle-
ments of a prosperous and peace loving
people was set down in written
accounts by foreign travelers to Africa
dating back to the 13th century.

“The Banaadir Coast” as a name for
coastal northeast Africa was used well
into the 20th century, and as an infor-
mal designation for southern Somalia
remains in use today. Being the first to
live in this region, nomalid “Samale”
(Somali) people from the African inte-
rior did not press south and east to the
Indian Ocean until centuries later. The
Banaadir port city of Hamar eventually
became Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital.
The Banaadir continued to live in the
ancient stones homes of their ancestors,
built in Mogadisho’s old quarter.
Although there has been intermarriage
and influence from African peoples
over the centuries, the Banaadir today
remain very much a light skinned
minority whose economic livelihood,
unlike most of Somali people, is based
on commerce and not agriculture.

First group of settlers originally
resided in Al-Ahsa on the Persian Gulf,
near Bahrain. Furthermore, they were
exclusively composed of 39 families,
led by seven brothers. These 39 fami-
lies belong exclusively to four clans in
different proportions. There were 12
families from the Mugqarri clan, 12 fam-
ilies from Jidati, 6 families from the
Aqabi, and 6 families from the Ismaili
clan. Successively, other groups emi-
grated from different regions of the
Arabian Peninsula at different times,
but mostly from Yemen.

Upon their arrival, these early set-
tlers have established centers of com-
merce, doing business with traders
from as far as India and China. In the
tenth century along the Banaadir coast
shoe factories and textile plants were
established and the entire production of
clothes was exported to Arab countries,
Persia, India, China and other centres
along the East African coast. The con-
struction of buildings and mosques
with great artistic value was another
feature of that time. So sophisticated
was urban culture and the extraordinary
literate background, these early settlers
along the coast of the Indian Ocean
were described by foreign visitors as
“people bound together by ties of citi-
zenship and not by tribal relationships”,
remarking on their identification with
locality and not with tribal affiliations.
In 1891 one of the major chiefs was
Sayyed Ahmed BaAlawi whose ances-
tors had come from Tarim seven gener-
ations earlier.

Shamsud-Din Abu Abdalla
Muhammed, better known as Ibn
Battuta, arrived probably in November
or early December 1330 in Aden and
sailed with the favorable monsoon to
Zeila, Mogadishu, Mombasa, and
Kilwa. At Mogadishu the learned trav-
eler was received with great honor and
ceremony by the Qadi and the local
ruler. The Shaykh was conversant in
Arabic but his own language was dif-
ferent. We do not learn the name or
even one word of this language but it is
likely that it was Swabhilli. The Qadi
was surrounded by- his students who
were at the same time his assistants
doing a practical ‘“stage” at his
madrasa, which was no ordinary
Quranic school. It was an institute for
advanced studies in Islamic law, built
near the Shaykh’s palace to which

Baraawa. This house was constructed at the in the first years of the 20th century by a Yemeni man, called Abud
Mussad, originally from Hadramout.

Mogadishu then was already a center of
Islamic learning and culture. The citi-
zens were rich, and Ibn Battuta com-
ments on their good food and well-to-
do appearance.

While many historians still maintain
that the Portuguese came to the East
African coast as explorers for spices
under the patronage of Prince Henry, a
few  have  different  opinion.
Contemporary Islamic scholars now
view it as crusade against Islam nor-
mally associated only with the Middle
East. The arrival of the Portuguese in
East Africa was the first landmark in
the strong hostility and competition
between Islam and Christianity. As a
result Mombasa became the capital of
the Portuguese when the whole of East
African coast from Lamu to the north to
Sofala in the south was virtually under
the Portuguese domination. Mombasa
was burned to the ground five times, its
peoples put to the sword or carried into
slavery, yet it rose again and again from
its smoking ashes. Kilwa was ravaged
with fire and sword, its people were
driven from their homes. The
Portuguese tried to capture the coasts of
Banaadir on many occasions without
much success. There is one [amous
account of the ransacking of the
Banaadir city of Barawa by Portuguese
in 1499. The invaders spent three days
in town ransacking and looting it. The
town was then set on fire.

With the independence of Somalia in
1960, Mogadishu became the national
capital of Somalia. For thirty years,
Somalis fromall over the country and
abroad poured in their capital to build
houses, make business and be part of
the prosperous community it generated.
During the last 12 years, however,
Mogadishu and other Banaadiri towns

have seen one of the worst night-
mares in their history. Decorations,
antiques, and sacred patrimonies dating
from the 12 century were looted from
ancient mosques. Archeological sites,
going back to ancient dynasties in
Mogadishu, Gondoreshe, Merka,
Barawa and Kismayo, were vandalized.

Banaadir and the regions between the
two rivers of Somalia are of great
strategic and economic value to the
major tribes of Somalia, who are con-
tending for access not only to land,
resources and port facilities but also to
manpower. Mogadishu, Merca, and
Barawa are considered to be the major
ports of Southern Somalia. This region
is still experiencing the most sustained
inter-clan fighting. Meanwhile the
UNDP has already named the ancient
places of Hamar Weyne and Shingani
in Mogadishu as historic sites that need
to be preserved for their historical
value.

Says Mohammed Abati, a Banaadiri
scholar and coordinator of Banaadiri
community in New Zealand: The
Benaadiris suffered much loss and dev-
astation. Yet they rose to the challenge
and survived, though not within the
boundaries of their country. The build-
ings of old Mogadishu, Marka, Barawa
and Kismaayo which the Banaadiri
ancestors founded with their meager
resources more than thousand years ago
have been destroyed. But our history
remains intact. This will continue to
stand as long as we are proud of who
we are, treasure our past and preserve it
for future generation”.

Banaadiri: The Renewal of a
Millenary Identity
by Nuredin Hagi Scikei

For the past three decades we have
witnessed radical interest in the history
of the Indian Ocean and East Africa in
particular. Now a new generation of
local researchers are utilizing innova-
tive research material at their disposal.
They are utilizing oral tradition, lin-
guistic evidence and the archeological
data. They have now produced excel-
lent studies which have put the East
African Coast into the center of her his-
torical development. One should view
the author Nuredin Hagi Scikei as
being in this category.

Nuredin was born in Mogadishu as a
descendant of Al Faqi, known also as
the Reer Faqi or Qahtaan religious
dynasty, appointed by the Banaadiris as
administrators of justice in the territory
from the Middle Ages until the first
years of the Italian occupation. He
graduated in civil engineering at
Bologna where he now lives. Since
1990 has been active in the defence of
the rights of the Banaadiri people and

i risveglio di una millenaria identita
The renewal of a millenary identity

Nuredin Hagi Scikei

The Book “BANAADIR: The Country of Harbors”

has published several articles in Italian
periodicals on the subject.

Banaadiri: The Renewal of a
Millenary Identity is a remarkable book
and a valuable contribution to the histo-
ry of Banaadirs. The first of its kind it
is written simultaneously in Italian and
English, the book examines the existing
studies on the subject. It shows how
rich and developed Banaadir society
was well before Italian colonization.
The extraordinary pictures in the book
help to visualize the Banaadiri histori-
cal profile that started probably in
Mesopotamia, crossed Yemen and
reached the east coast of Africa where
the Banaadiri civilization grew and
flourished.

the giant tankers, while the business of
carrying cargo in bulk is mostly in the
hands of the Japanese Maru ships
which bring Japanese printed cotton
cloth to East Africa, replacing Indian
cotton which once dominated the mar-
ket.

Notes:

Banaadir, the Country of Harbors,
will be republished in the Asian Studies
Journal, published by University of
Singapore

‘Banaadiri, The renewal of a mil-
lenary identity’ is published by Clueb,
Bologna, Italy, www.clueb.com. My
thanks go to the author for kindly for-
warding his book for review.

Marka. This coastal city is 50 km south of Mogadishu, and was founded by
the Arab Banaadiris.

We have arrived in the modern peri-
od with rather big strides. Our time of
air traffic and jumbo jets has left the
ocean below as a battle ground for air-
craft-carriers and submarines. The once
numerous, elegant dhows which con-
nected all the colorful ports of the East
African coast have been superseded by

I am much indebted to Mohamed
Haji Mohamed Abati, a Banaadiri
scholar, and coordinator of Banaadiri
commuity in New Zealand for drawing
attention to the subject, and for supply-
ing references.

Reference: The Banaadirs People,
report by Mohammed Ahmed H.
Mohammed Abati
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Continued from Page 1 and Page 3

UN WFP top
official in Yemen

=~_.s. Sheila Sisulu, the
Deputy  Executive
Director of the United
Nations World Food
. Programme (WFP)
has arnved in Yemen last week in a for-
mal visit to the country. Ms. Sisulu has
been received by the United Nations
World Food Programme
Representative in Yemen, Ms. Naila
Sabra, who held a special reception at
the Taj Sheba Hotel last Saturday in
honor of the WFP top official.

Ms. Sisulu is expected to carry out
field visits to certain remote areas in
the country in a mission to look into
the special needs of the rural commu-
nity and explore potential aid programs
and developmental projects.

Through this visit, the WFP aims at
finding ways in reducing the gender
gap in education by providing incen-
tives for girls to attend school, reach-
ing malnourished women and children
through health centres, improving
immediate food security for the poorest
groups and, with their participation,
invest in activities for sustainable food
security, and ensuring the food security
of refugees living in camps.

According to the WFP, Yemen is
designated as a least-developed and a
low-income food-deficit country.
Around 20 percent of the population
lives below the poverty line. Access to
education has been extremely limited,
with an illiteracy rate of 88 percent for

A A
(& )
N\ ¥
%

women and 36 percent for men.

The United Nations through WFP
and other organizations has been quite
active in Yemen, particularly in the
field of nutrition and combating health
problems and diseases.

In this regard, a seminar entitled
“Poverty and AIDS, Their Impact on
Society” was  concluded last
Wednesday, 31 March 2004 in Taiz
marking the global celebration of the
International Women’s Day under the
theme of “Women and HIV/AIDS”.
The event was organized by a leading
Taiz-based women organization—
namely the Women Forum for
Research and Training—in coopera-
tion with the United Nations
Information Centre (UNIC) in Sana’a
and Yemen Times.

Mr. Khaled Ahmed Ishaq, the
Officer-in-Charge of UNIC in Sana’a
provided a global and regional
overview of the status of HIV/AIDS.
He explained the set of factors that are

contributing
to the
spread  of
HIV/AIDS,
rendering
women and
girls more
vulnerable
to be infect-
ed by the
s i disease
Ms. SHEILA SisuLu than men.
Such fac-
tors include the biological factors of
vulnerability, the social, cultural, and
legal factors that perpetuate an envi-
ronment in which women become the
primary victim of HIV/AIDS. Mr.
Ishaq also presented an introductory
note on all nine UN agencies that form
the base of supporters and sponsors for
the UN Joint Programme on AIDS
(UNAIDS) and are serving at the fore-
front of the global fight against the dis-
ease. He concluded by quoting Mr.
Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General
in his message on the International
Women’s Day saying, “What is needed
is positive, concrete change that will
give more power and confidence to
women and girls, and transform rela-
tions between women and men at all
levels of society. Change that will
strengthen legal protection of women’s
property and inheritance rights, and
ensure they have full access to preven-
tion options”.
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Press / Op-Ed

M\ Al-Wahda weekly, 7
Y —

\ Apr 2004.

Main headlines
- Justice privilege to issues of expatri-
ates and investors
- Al-Asbahi: The political reform was
associated with the establishment of
the unity state
- JMP studies the initiative of compre-
hensive reform
- Oil engineers stage strike for improv-
ing their conditions
- To be lectured by religions scholars
from Yemen and al-Azhar,
- Training course for mosque preachers
on mosque message
- Education minister: We seek to
depend on special cadre of education
inspectors
- Rock cemetery dating to the second
Hegira century discovered in Jibla
district, Ibb governorate
- Conference on female circumcision
concluded
- 79 container ships arrive at the Free
Zone in Aden
- Preparation for holding Sana’a con-
ference; civilization and history next
August
- preparations continue for holding
lawyers 410 conference
- Training course for leaders of charita-
ble societies
Columnist Abdulrageeb Mugbil says
in an article what has been happening in
Iraq and the extensive world controversy
on the international crime perpetrated by
America in Iraq are still arousing aston-
ishment and sorrow particularly follow-
ing confession by the war pillars that all
evidence they had marketed was weak.
Here one should ponder why now is
the confession that Iraq was not posing a
threat to its neighbours and the word
peace and did not possess weapons of
mass destruction? Why the Iraqis refuse
the occupation that led it to loss and
exchanged their sovereignty by an
imported sovereignty that rendered them
into beggars after they were entertaining
riches? We have to think deeply about
those strange paradoxes that do not go
beyond robbing the Arabs of their right
to live free and independent. The whole
world did not approve the United States
invasion of Iraq and implicitly held it
responsible for what happened later after
it had agreed via an international deci-
sion considering America as an occupy-
ing force legally and did not give
America the right to behave in Iraq as it
wants. The United States has opened
Iraq before every Tom, Dick and Harry
under an implicit Arab approval and
made of Iraq a chess board for internal
conflict and a vacuum area not to be
filled but by a superpower playing the
role of the protector and the thief.
Naturally we do not defend the viola-
tion of law and human rights by any
regime but if Saddam Hussein’s regime
was a bloody one we can query what is
happening in Iraq nowadays. Iraq has
been rendered into sand islands of sects
and ethnics and the situation has become
intolerable with that law that opened the
way before dividing Iraq as if it is a land
having no owner and the Iraqi people are
not qualified to run their own affairs.
Aren’t the Iraqi people in need of a seri-
ous Arab consideration by an Arab sum-
mit to make up for what they have done
to Iraq and to avoid perpetrating another
crime against another Arab people?

The RAY weekly, organ
J of the Sons of Yemen

9 » League party, 6 Apr

2004.
Main headlines
- Tourism in search for who to lead it
on the right course
- Arab pressures on Arafat
- Two political symposiums in Ibb and

Lahj
- 6 presidential candidates compete for

winning 18 million Algerian votes

Columnist Mahdi Uthman al-Masfri
discusses in his column the problem of
vengeance saying that the solving the
issues of revenge is dependent on know-
ing the issues and causes that pushed for
the occurrence of vengeance and the
authorijties did not pay attention to them
in their early stages. The vengeance
fighting is no longer between one tribe
and another but extended to be in the
same family and developed to include al
Yemen. The work for ending the contin-
uous revenges equals the work for
reducing the issues of vengeance.

The writer maintains that the many
causes of vengeance issues cannot be
included all in this regard but he offers
some axioms that must be taken into

0:®

_ puSszbty to
Yemeni citizen
tntettcgence .

consideration for solving those issues.

- There should be an election of the judi-
cial power it is very significant in
attaining the Yemeni civil society and
installation of justice.

The election of governors freely and
directly and the candidate for this post
should be known by his honesty, rea-
sonability, courage and understanding
of the issues of vengeance and all
problems of his governorate.

Officials of security and political secu-
rity have to be aware of their responsi-
bilities and issues of their society and
efficient specialists and characterized
by constructive personality.

- The appeal judge has to be capable in
his specialty and work as well as effi-
cient and sincere and just.

The governor, head of the general
security, head of the political security,
the appeals judge, responsible person-
alities, sheikhs, parliamentarians, the
local council are he one who should be
responsible for solving the issues of
vengeance and revenge itself.

|

Al-Wahdawi weekly,
a=ft organ of the Nasserite
i Unionist organisation, 6
* Apr 2004.

Main headlines
- Nasserite Organisation condemns the
American massacres against the Iraqi
people
- Financial corruption at Hudeida edu-
cation office

- Pressures to prevent referring file of
corrupts to court

- Bajammal: The government dealt a
blow to 90% of al-Qaeda

- 100 Israeli companies in Iraq

- More than 84 AIDS cases in Hudeidah

- Information that Saudi Arabia behind
suspension of printing Al-Tagamou
weekly newspaper

- Security authorities continue arresting
those condemning the American poli-
cy

- Killing and burning a citizen’s body in

Dhalie by a criminal gang
- Journalists resentment over arresting

journalist Thabit at the court hall

The political editor of the newspaper
sys in his article at h time the world is
witnessing a large-scale change oppos-
ing the aggression and war on Iraq and
the war in general, according to the
American policies and justifications, the
Japanese government insists on refusing
these facts going on in the world and on
its participation in sending Japanese
troops and military equipment support-
ing the American aggression and occu-
pation. The Japanese government.

The Japanese government tries to
show that its role in Iraq as humanitari-
an participating in the reconstruction of
Iraq but this allegation is untrue and not
based on a legal basis and it is refuted by
the Japanese government early stand in
support of the war against Iraq. The
Japanese government knows that any
humanitarian assistance does not come
via the American aggression and occu-

pation but through the United Nations
that till now has no role Iraq and must
have a role to stop the aggression, the
American occupation ended and full
sovereignty returns to he people of Iraq.
This is what the Japanese government
has to understand. Japan is connected
with the Arabs by excellent relations and
its interests with them are many and its
products fill the Arabs markets. It is very
important that the Japanese government
should preserve the future of these rela-
tions and interests as much as the Arabs
are in interested in respecting, develop-
ing and expanding them. The Japanese
people are genuine friends of the Arabs
and we are not pleased to see their gov-
ernment dragged behind the American
aggressive policies and to play a role
supporting the aggression in Iraq at the
expense of Iraq’s independence, resist-
ance, sovereignty and the unity of exis-
tence and destiny that connects it to the
Arab nation. Our refusal of this Japanese
stand towards Iraq is emerging not from
any hostile stands towards Japan.

Al-Shoura weekly,

organ of Yemen’s

Union of people’s
Asiows Forces, 7 Apr 2004.

Main headlines

- Seven killed, 4 wounded in a tribal
clash between Dam and Weal

- Military commanders stop work in
emergency department of Olfi hospi-
tal in Hudeidah

- Hand grenade went off in Mithaq
Street in the capital, wounding four
children
- Horrendous traffic accident kills 8 and
injures others in Yarim

- Verdict on imprisonment of student
activist

- Mass organisations in Taiz refuse any
new price dose

- An advocates committee for defend-
ing Yemenis and Arab detainees in

Guantanamo free of charge
- Symposium on civil education organ-

ised by the Woman Forum
- Winner of Hael Saed prizes

announced

Columnist Jammal A’mer says when
America threatens; leaders of the Arab
regimes begin to revise their history that
is full of domination and begin to take
out some papers of their suppressive
records. Some of them would waver
with the paper of democracy and others
with that pertaining to human rights to
record on them promises of elections
and so on that in fact would only bring
about more domination.

The Arab environment is almost simi-
lar in all results and identical in conclu-
sions though the may differ in data and
realities. Democracy and elections bring
forth the same on-man despotic ruler
and the republics with their ruler are in
fact kings and emirs in action and also in
inheritance. The peoples are also treated
in the same way whether in a republic or
a kingdom. They are trodden with big
shoes of the rulers to an extent one

er ence;
d'gst already

L

would think that the Arab world is
revolving inside a vicious circle. The
key of this circle seems to be in the
hands of America and not in our hand.
Our rulers make slogans of democracy
and human rights more brilliant to blur
our eyes when they and to blind our eyes
and to see them more shining though
they know they drive us like herds of
cattle to their stockade when they grant
us some of our rights under the threat of
their whips, making run towards them at
a time the souls are killed, dignities
humiliated and arrests increase.

3
By Yahya Al-Olfi

alolfi@hotmail.com

| he question is always
raised when it comes to
. scholarships conferred
by embassies to Yement
‘nationals, whether such
_embassies seek 0 sansfy our officials’
whims or would like to create a
friendly impression on the part of their
respective  countries towards the
Yenieni peopie. Unfcrmnately what is
tangible from daily experience is that
the embassies opt for the satisfaction
of our concerned official institutions,
whether they are corrupt or straight-
forward. Many scholarships are
offered from friendly countries to the
Republic of Yemen as assistance in
vocational training, various courses
and acadamic postgradua
ue to administrative
corruption such scholarships are often
destined for the wrong recipients,
Ministers. Chairmen etc. often give
such scholarships to those who get
through due to bribery to lower
administrative officers, but first and
foremost they give them to those who
have what we call in Arabic Wasatah
or Wasitah (i.e. a mediator being a
high responsible intervening mostly
so as to get something unlawfully
for someone whu does not deserve

netimes do receive
ors or merely show
es in front of their

money, return
off their cap.

acquaintances in that they can give
scholarships to whom they want

whenever they want. Of course,
Wasatah or Wasitah is used in many
other domains and is not limited to
this instance. Naturally, this phenome-
non is existent in other Arab countries,
but is not as barefaced as in Yemen.
In my opinion friendly embassies
and agencies wishing to grant scholar-
ships to Yemenis should first advertise
the scholarships, receive the files and
then decide for themselves, unless the
embassies are obliced by their govern-
ments 1o offer such scholarships inten-
tionally to individuals in control, not
to normal Yemenis. As a result,
instead of winning a good reputation

In our country we do not know to
whom we shall complain is it to our gov-
ernment or to the American embassy
represented by its ambassador Edmond
Hull to attract the attention to the hun-
dreds of detainees, some of them chil-
dren, just because they said something
rating the least of what is said by an
American citizen against his authorities.
There they applaud to him and here is
beaten and tried. One wonders if democ-
racy in America has different meanings
and applications, although this is quite
apparent in Iraq under the American

Embassies should have the Iast“word
about recipient of their scholarships

amongst the Yemeni people,
embassies disappointingly do satisfy
the whims of some of our corrupt offi-
cials. I have many examples of such
wrong appointments of candidates.
by an official about
candidate should be always
meticulously verified, that is if the
concerned embassy does not want to
be duped (unfortunately embassy
staffers act in many such instances as
collaborators).

A friend of mine submitted his file
to the concerned Yemeni Authority
(Planning Authority). He had all the
documents ready and handed them to
the concerned embassy. His less qual-
ified competitor equipped with his
position, which he occupied via

Wasatah. or Wasitah, placed him in

control of some yel unspent state
funds coveted by himself and his boss
prior to the end of that fiscal year. So
his boss phoned directly to the
embassy and told the competent offi-
cer, “Look! This is our man. He is the
one fit for the scholarship. We shall
not accept any person other than him”.
Back at work, the minister was angry
because my friend dared to deliver his
candidature to the embassy, so he
ordered the concerned administrators
to suspend the payment of his salary
and to interrogate him as if he has
committed a dereliction, while in fact
the wrongdoers were the minister and
his said minion. The minister even
threatened to imprison my friend at
the tarnished jail of the Yemeni Secret
Police on account of the complaint
filed to the ambassador in which my
friend criticized the embassy for being
gullible and inefficient, in that it could
not perceive what was going on. (The
stupendously intelligent ambassador
sent a copy of the complaint to the
said Minister). When the ambassa-
dor of the concerned country was
asked by the aggrieved why he chose
an unqualified person, he replied we
are obliged to deal with your official
institutions. After a year or so, the cor-
rupt minister moved to another office.
The new minister replacing him dele-

level ad

inferests an
_monopolize the sumptuous ones and

occupation.

We just want to remind Hull that
Yemen is still a sovereign country and
its sovereignty is recognised and this
reality should curb his authorities in
favour of the Yemeni state and to con-
sider those protesting inside the Grand
Mosque are similar to the angry people

in the American streets and parks.
Finally we seek from Hull an explana-

tion of his relation with the arrests car-
ried out in the Grand Mosque every
week because of opposing the policy of
his country.

gated an official Yemeni administra-
tive officer to the donor country in
order to check why no more scholar-
ships are forthcoming. There they told
him your last best Yemeni candidate
was uxxabie read or write English

ided to better suspend
our schclarsh;ps as long as your coun-
ry’s candldatcs are of such a lumi-
nous level. The problem is that some
countries do not care whether the
scholarship candidates are suitable or
not. Thus. unqualified candidates
waste Yemen’s opportunities to
acquire badly needed practical knowl-
edge and expertise. Certain higher-
istrators do distribute
scholarships accordmg to their own
aprices. In fact they

grant them exclusively either to their
close relat;ves, riends, tribal kin or
for private purposes.

I asked one of the individuals who
is still aspiring to obtain a postgrddu-
ate scholarship to tell me his experi-
ence. He told me that when he went to
a concerned Yemeni body the employ-
ee there received him gleefully and
told him: “You know, as a matter of
fact, one cannot get a scholarship
without payment of Ibn Hadi’s dues
(a Yemeni euphemistic word for
“bribe”, literally meaning “Son of
Mr. Hadi’s dues”. So the unfortunate
applicant offered him US$200.
Immediately came the response of the
employee saying that the amount was
not epough for him and that if he
really wanted to get a scholarship he
would have to give Mr. so- and-so
US$500 etc.

Anyhow, after having paid different
additional amounts it became clear to
him that the individuals who overpaid
or simply employed the famous
Yemeni Wasatah, or Wasztah were the
ultimate winners.

I should be very happy one day to
notice that lawful Yemeni candidates
obtain scholarships not via the pay-
ment of Ibn Hadi’s dues or the
employment of the famous Yemeni
Wasatah or Wasitah.

S—
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By NicKk MULVENNEY

LONDON (Reuters) - With confidence
sky-high after their thrilling Champions
League victory over Arsenal on Tuesday,
Chelsea resume their quest to derail the
domestic title charge of Arsene Wenger’s
team this weekend.

Chelsea, who trail their London rivals
by four points having played a game
more, host Middlesbrough at Stamford
Bridge on Saturday and they have not yet
given up hope of a first English title since
their sole 1955 triumph.

The 2-1 victory over Arsenal on
Tuesday not only secured Chelsea a place
in the last four of the Champions League
for the first time, it also extended their
unbeaten run to nine matches in all com-
petitions.

While that may not compare with
Arsenal’s record 30-match unbeaten
streak in the league — which they can
extend to 31 against Liverpool on Friday
— it does indicate that they are hitting
form just at the right time to take advan-
tage if Wenger’s side slip up again.

“The confidence has been growing in
us all season and we are starting to look
really good,” midfielder Joe Cole said
after the win at Highbury.

“We are in great form and want to keep
that going. Everyone is as high as a kite.
We are still in (the title race) and we are

Chelsea’s Icelandic forward Eidur Gudjohnson (L) shares a joke with
teammate Frank Lampard during a training session near London on April 9,
2004. NO ONLINE/INTERNET USAGE WITHOUT FAPL LICENCE.

fighting on the European front.”

If form is on Chelsea’s side on
Saturday then so is history. Boro’s last
victory at Stamford Bridge came 29 years
ago.

Tempting offer

If media speculation can be believed,
Middlesbrough boss Steve McClaren
would have been Chelsea coach under
Sven-Goran Eriksson next season, had
the England manager succumbed to the

temptations offered by the big-spending
club.

The Swede, though, was cornered into
signing a contract extension with
England and it now looks like Claudio
Ranieri may still be at the helm in west
London beyond the end of the season.

The Italian may again tinker with his
line-up for Saturday’s match at Stamford
Bridge after leaving it unchanged for
only the second time this season on
Tuesday.

Chelsea also play at Aston Villa on
Monday and Ranieri may decide to rest
some of the players that have served him
so well, most notably England midfielder
Frank Lampard whose next match will be
his 50th of the season for the club.

Romanian Adrian Mutu and Argentine
Hernan Crespo, who scored in Chelsea’s
2-1 victory at the Riverside earlier this
season, could also get a start up front in
place of Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink or
Eidur Gudjohnsen.

Middlesbrough, 11th in the league,
have had a decent enough run themselves
of late but will be without winger
Boudewijn Zenden, who is unavailable
under the terms of his loan from Chelsea.

They will also be without England
central defender Gareth Southgate, who
was ruled out for the rest of the season
after damaging knee ligaments in training
earlier this week.
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Wenger hails Arsenal’s “special” spirit

LONDON (Reuters) - Arsenal manag-
er Arsene Wenger has paid tribute to his
team’s spirit after they came from behind
to beat Liverpool 4-2 to go seven points
clear in the premier league with seven
matches remaining.

Arsenal’s last two games had been
morale-sapping  defeats,  against
Manchester United in an FA Cup semi-
final last Saturday and Chelsea in the last
eight of the Champions League on
Tuesday.

“After two big disappointments it was

a great test of mental strength, of charac-
ter and of togetherness,” Wenger told
Sky Sports News on Friday. “And the
game was too, because we had every-
thing against us again at 2-1 down at
halftime.”

“But this team is special and they have
shown it again today. When they have
their backs to the wall, they come out
and respond by playing fantastic football
with a great spirit.

Wenger stressed the collective efforts
of his team rather than singling out

Thierry Henry, who scored a hat-trick to
extend Arsenal’s unbeaten run from the
start of the season to 31 games.

“Of course there was individual quali-
ty but a special team spirit won us three
points today.

“We still have the unbeaten run, and
we have the championship to win and for
me that’s the biggest title,” Wenger said.

“The one thing I can guarantee with
this team is that they give everything
they can to win. I have great respect for
this team.

Spacetel Yemen Postpaid subscribers can now

settle their invoices through using the phone banking

service that the Intemational Bank of Yemen

stands alone providing it via dialing:

(01 — 407070)

For‘moreinfonnalionplemwnﬁd

01 — 407030

Wm Zuthwiity St., Iintemmaitionsll Bank off Yiemem By, Sanais, Yemem
"!HL (967) 73 333 333 -~ Fawc: (O67) 73 444t 46 ~ . @ Bosc: 4662

“Thierry is exceptional, but I think the
team have been exceptional for him.”

It was left to Wenger’s Liverpool
counterpart and compatriot Gerard
Houllier to hand out the plaudits to
Henry, particularly for his spectacular
second goal which gave Arsenal a 3-2
lead.

“We were better in the first half but
they were stunning in the second,” he
said. “The game was probably decided
by a moment of individual brilliance
from Thierry.”

bl oy Jﬁﬁw‘mﬂﬁﬁi@#w@
SN S ) o

2@;9 u,}\n@ xdg ullg »J\ )919»)\

Al u.m,uzu‘,tswmwwwu

Ansroximatary,
SOFT PERFL MED “:RLLS




: diseases: pathology (n)
C stage stamp collectmg plulately (n)

0 last week’s questmns

Breaking Lines From Malaysia

Wung Phui Nam:
A Fascinating English Poet

NTRODUCED BY DR.
MURARI PRASAD
SANA’A UNIVFRS[T&

SR
ng Phui Nam is a first
generation Malaysian
poet in the English
language. Most of his
poems written in the
1960’s appeared in Bunga Emas, an
anthology of Malaysian- writing pub—
lished in the UK in 1964. He has since
published several volumes of poetry, the
latest, Against the wilderness , in 2001.

Phui Nam’s poems have been antholo-
gised in Seven Poets, The Second
Tongue, the Flowering Tree, Young
Commonwealth Poets ‘65, Traveller’s
Literary Companion: S outh East Asia,

Wung Phui Nam

Hibiscus: A Representative Anthology of
Malaysian Literature in English.

His works have also appeared in liter-
ary journals, such as Tumasek, Westerly,
Manoa and World Literature Written in

enﬁre phrase) The us Qf; '

Westerly Looks to Asia and Petals of  English.

A Poet Beyond the Far South
For Mohammad Abdul Quayum

‘T am now proceeding to my place of exile in a barbarian country
in my old age. There is no hope of my returning alive.’

i Huizhou

Day cools quickly here into driving cataracts of rain
that roars in on a swelling tide of incoming night,
dousing the last incandescence of the Huizhou hills.
Over our fields, the makeshift barns and shelters

for our feeble lives, it builds into high collapsing walls
of crushing waves — the wrack of cane and banyan
blows in as a fiend’s disturbance of the air outside.

The world has contracted in here into the fitful radiance
of my single candle sputtering on the odour of wood rot
and the smoke of incense snaking into damp bedclothes.
I fail into its small flame’s eye in closing oblivion —

till morning probes me with its icy knives of fire

into the rowdy wakefulness of crickets and field frogs
and spirit touching faintly the shattered wind chimes.
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. A weddlng prayéry W’ _ Suggested answers to last week’s questions
- 1. rell (vt) (cause to move along on wheel) The, L
. lled down the mountain. .
_role (n) (actor’s part in a play): ichard
Attenbarough adnnrably played the role of
andhi in the Oscar winning film ‘Gandhx 4
_rule (n) (law or custom which guides or 5.
control behavior or action): There is s’mct ruie o Z
of law in Yemen. - .
2. sail (n) (sheet of canvas spread 10 catch the p -
. wind and move a boat or sh;p forward) The _Expand the idea cantamed inthe maxzm .
ship set sail in the sea. 6] FLAT'I‘ERY BRINGS ‘FRIENDS,
ale (n) (exchange of gc:eds for meney) The . ’I‘RUTH ENEMEES .
sale of his old car made him sad. - o
sell (vi) (gwa'm exchange for money): The

ii The Crossing

The sea comes in sullen and black, brimming over

in a rising flood from the far end of the sky

as I make my fearful crossing into a dawn

still-birthed in faint smears of its own spilt light.

Through a lightless noon, I drift into a distressed quiescence,
wary of pain’s ambush in a flaring up of dream,

of memory that now I carry as banked down fires

beyond this wilderness of waters across the world’s edge.
Nothing that I was will catch new life: the high

exhilaration that was spirit lost to itself, brooding

on the commonweal all night, making bright day

in the chancellery of subdued candles till the dawn levee.
Now a spill of lights out of the darkness grows across the water
into jostling lanterns — the bearers claim us for their night.

‘ch l won’ t saxd Basham
‘yours‘

together as panners and as frlends “for a
marriage touched by Heaven is a union
. ._:wnhaut end.” May the promise of the glad
- ing be sweetly fulfilled through all your
. as husband and wife. Best wmhes

11 How tab Say it 'C'(")rrectlvy

,Corre,ct errars, if any, m the Jollowing sentences Last week’s mPIC . - : .

iii — Chaoyun

After bouts daylong of massive rains, the earth

opens its clogged recesses to night in fumes

of midges and winged termites which, subsiding,

leave the garden a moonless quietude,

an other-darkness haunted by the unearthly scent

of jasmine. Your presence, fugitive in the vanished
grass and trees, secretes itself into waking dream
misting over into the visible as blessed spirit — or ghost.
I see you now luminescent as fallen snow

under our remembered northern moon, white

from dead winter, but delicate still as jade,

and your lips that should be brighter than berries in the sun.
The closing earth reclaims you even as I speak,

leaves in the after-vacancy a spectral fragrance, a scent.

— Happiness
In the heat of the morning’s light that burns
Or wrongs his own soul through crevices of my hovel crumbling into earth
B But afterwards seeks =) by a baking summer field, I wake from the past
5 N3 to present ruin. All of the living signs I set down
Allah’s forgiveness, he will find Wp‘ : to catch my wine-lit and other passing ecstasies
: Allah Oft- forglvmg Gy have bled into the grain of rain-touched pages
Most mercif that I saved; seeped into fibres of fused reams
S4: A110 to join enclosed Du Fu and others in an ink cloud
» of common oblivion. Mould fattens where thoughts were,
that roused the vipers in contentious men at court.
Yet, as from embers of the stove I fan to brew weak tea
for neighbours calling, I catch from the debris, a flame
of happiness rising as we talk into a late noon rain.
By the evening bamboo weeping after-rain, it burns bright still.

v — Days into Dream
Where summer never ends, the sky that you would gaze at

T blinds with the veiled expiring sun bursting into a blaze
W@N pE RW@RB by DAVID OUELLET A NIRHT AL THE QPERA Solution: 7 letters of mauves, pinks and reds against impending total night.
® R|T|X|/D|IR|E|S|S|E|S|P|I|SM|H|G|IM|P|Y|C Vanished day-brightness of men hot in chase through fern
d vine for boar; of fall of egrets ac th h;
HOW TO PLAY: First read the list of word§_, then look at the puzzle. The words are in all directions — S|OJUIN|D|U|O|X|O|E|LI|RIE|T|CIA|R|A|H|C 2an V;lr:teo?i)r(;);dr n(z)oilnci:z)rd of gﬁaig angogsllou%sn‘fl‘g{lsfrom grace —
;,:t?el;:lge:%Zg(fiigymglrigﬁﬂlgniac l:yglodngtl?rloesscetl}zgnl:xtr e &Osﬁ(jt(fof?r:gltﬁgdbisgtr\ﬁi'éi(I)ifxfslt}.lgvllreth’;‘l;ﬁ BIL|T|U|C|P|P|F|EILIBMIEISINIEILIO|P M friends from the yamen from my first days in this wilderness —
find all the words listed in the clues, you'll have a number of letters left over that spell the Wonderword. SIP|SICIRIRISIAIU/IOIO/A|IOIM|S|E|R|L|A|S these stay luminous awhile. For day fades... days into dream.
CLUES NITIEIAIEITIAIMIAIRIDISIRIE|TI |UITISIRIN Iilmell h‘[heil stpring inldrel??; imperial garde;)nsk o .
; where high terraces look down on vague banks of flower:
Adting Drgrid Lgssons Poetry Stage O/SINISIIR|FIE|LIY]Y|PINIII[SIS|TIAIG|E floating in muted splendour in light pools of mist.
Alto presses LRI AR ~iael slols|x[e|n]i|z|e|x|r|T[Aala|T]E]E][G]O]T]E In the high brocaded hall where Kk our knees
Arias Emotional L Preseriiation Storfes S I dream %efore thaf resen“c/ezrs ‘Z:a(t;rlz(;ds altlnd miniéters
Audience Ensemble Masterpiece ~ Pressure Study S|H|E|T|A|R|E|D|S|X|A|T|T|S|R|O|C|A|E|R]|S ! P g : .
) . ) S plead - their words break down into twitter of birds at dawn.
Ballet Excitement Maxims Pride Success ElGg|s|T|O|C|I|P|T|T|C|M|E|P|S|E|N|R|R|E|E
Conngi E;‘gress gl - i Lm[e[L[alr|c]o[1]o[Rr]i[1]o]e[1[r]E[O[F|E Vi - So Long in this Wilderness...
Casts Folly Observe Saga Tenor B/[C|T|T|Y|N|N|E|S|S|C|R|IN|E|E|JA|UIN|C|U|Z a7 6 watesaisad b’y an unabated, tropic sun.
ggaraﬂef o - 8eUer geats e RIs|H[s[I[c|T|[E[s[E[E[A[c|[TM|D|R|L[S[S e My spirit has taken on the colour of its days,
oreography” Uy pus cnses eater 2 content it is not consumed in the hungers
; B|E|T|N T|A|I|RID|TIN/H|I |[E|A|T|E|A
Chorus Ghost Orchestra Series Tragedy = ° g of unsatisfied flesh, diminished in pain or its sickness.
Classical Groan Ornate Serious Training TIRIA[IINJIN|GIL|V|FIRIEIE/SIN/RIS|I 2 No ruffians here break in to roust me from my hovel
Color Hall Parts Snare Tune TIL/TILIC/O|S|A|SIEID|/O/N|A|S|S|I|T|R|R|® of small dreams, or cut me down into the mud
P Seae "™ [Olcle[e[[iTIT[olnlel il ol Tlolelalg]  yhereerow id g coy o s dolt marh
[} 1
Director Latin Plot Sound AP|RICIOJE/A|EIOJAJE|T|C|LI|S|EN|R|VD|E pregnant with impending early rains, or when dry winds
O E|U|V|IR|E|T|M|S|O|B|A|S|S|Y|E|D|UIA|I |Z crash like an incoming sea over ripening fields,
ANSWER NEXT WEEK Last Week’s Answer: Load PRIEISIsSIURIEILIAILITIOolsITUlDY[T O g I track with the folk through fields, where familiars snag our feet,
bearing meat and wine for the far temple, its listening shrine.
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B Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism.
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B Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
for packing, customs clearance,
domestic

& international forwarding air &
sea. Contact: Al-Nasim cargo
forwarder.

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

B ITS Global Logistics, Tel:
967-1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-
1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O.
Box 25159, Sana’a., R.0.Y.
Business Development, 73217750,
Customer Service: 73212272
Operations: 73217752 Exemptions
73214700. Global Logistic
Solutions International Fright
Forwarding (Land/Sea/ Air).
Weather Proof Packing, Removals
& Warehousing International Door-
to-door services (Worldwide).
Customs clearance, Exemptions,
www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.
COM

B Red Sea Packing,General
Trading Agency.(Circle
International). Packing, Travels,
Forwarding, Custom Clearance,
Copiers, Faxes. Stencil Duplicators,
Copy printers. Tel: 264089
/090/124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. Email:
redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda Complex
B. 6. P.O. Box:19227,Sana’a, ROY.
B YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC
CARGO) Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:
967-1-208897

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations: 408518/7904603
Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,
Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarders
(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof
Packing, removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,
Exemption
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Customs
Transport

Packing

Py, Box: 3886 - Sana’s YR
Pek: +BEF-1-ABISSO- 411 9IS%
Faxs +9067-5~ 444541
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Sana’a - Tel. 306574/5, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,
Mukalla -Tel, 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8015
Email: adhban_aviation@y.nel.ye
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We do not make the impossible.
However, we are the best

12 April, 2004

ARABIA, EGYPT, U.A.E. and OMAN, Now in YEMEN
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Sana’a - Tel. 272808,272973, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,
Maukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8015
‘Email; adhbantravel@y,net,.ye
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967 1208613
Fax: +967 1 205579

ol g il il g i
THE BEST IN PACKING
& FORWARDING

Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Fax: 208897,

Email: yempac@y.net.ye
P.0.Box: 3366.
SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

lessons), all level.
pls contact:
73770365
(3129)

Real

Estate

B Required a shop
suitable for
telecom or
computer typing
center with rent

than

not -more

placement.

Situation

Vacant

T M Required highly quali-
fied full time English
teachers with an experi-
ence of5 years in teach-
ing at institutes, (4/12)

contact:(telefax) 243322.
BRequired Marketing
coordinator with some
experience to work in a
Dynamic company. post
C.V to PO.Box 14314,
Sana'a , fax : 210292.G19)
B Required Female
teacher with very good
English to work with
respectful school, non
accented to deal with 6 -
9 years old Kids. excel-
lent and productive
working environment,

please contact 73811430.

Job Seekers

M Hussein Ali, Business
S correspondence
translation  marketing
general services (4/12)
pls contact:73803091.
M Indian, B.A degree
computer literate, fluent in
English And Arabic (spoken), 17
years exp, looking for suitable
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in

(4/12)
contact: 73721854.
B Hamza Hussein,

exp in

Administration finance
/Accounting and cash operations
good English command
Jwriting skills touch typing over
50 WPM. (4/12)
contact:73201031
M Nadia Saleh , B.A degree in
English language & translation ,
courses in computer & English.
looking for job in hear field.
(3/29)
pls contact : 416215.
e_mail :bnbo2001 @yahoo.com
M Samir, specialist teacher in
Arabic

language  (private

10,000 rial monthly

contact: 71915847 Sana'a.

B For rent:(5 )Apartments of
(3) Bedrooms & (4)
Apartments with (2) Bedrooms
. kitchen and bath in al of them,
walking distance to Sana'a
University new campus.

(3/29)

pls contact: 71715181 Hassan.
W For sale:Villa 2 floor with a

garden _ 6 rooms , beside

Turky Embassy.
pls contact: 73522815

hicles

W For sale:Volvo FH12 tractors
Model 97_99
condition and different pr

in excellent

| A-Shami Apartments
Hodeidah: Tel, 3-207376,
ax, 207466 2 6th Sept. &t.
Khormaksar: Beside Aden Hotel
el. 2-136864/5/6, Fax. 2-236869 R.

Merselia Resrta)
for all Meals

party & Familjx;@;

Address:KhollanSt.

Tel :71294421

Toyota Rav 4 model 2003
with price 23000 $, 12000
Km in Excellent condition.
contact: 71739768, 73573466.
HFor sale: Jeep Chrysler
Cherokees, Dark blue,
metallic, model 1993, price =
9000 $ . in -excellent
condition, no customs paid.
(3/29)

pls contact:German Embassy,
Tel: 413174 Ext. 113.
Mrequired:Bus  (Far)
prado car Diesel good price
and in good condition. pls
:71176455.

or

contact

(329)

Computer

B Required: 10 PC PIII, PIV in
good condition
Immediately at

wanted
reasonable
price.

'Send your Free Ads by Fax :01268276 or By P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a
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Per line, r year 300 Only

Brigade 191.Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7,
Interior Affairs 252701/7. Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2. Red Crescent 203131/3. Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa 213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824 Tel.967-1-260823

Credit Agricole Indosuez

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. 274371/2/3
Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20
Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7

Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.: 04/210568/9/50
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St. 05/352917-306560
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703.503350
Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274310/1
Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678
Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517
YBRD 271623/4

CAR RENTAL

Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625
417346-7927920

Sana’a: 410594

Hertz Rent a Car

Yernen Limozeen Rent A Car
Abu Riyadh CO.

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
TRAINING CENTER

APTECH Sana’a: 01 -446880

Aden: 02-237199
Taiz:04-250343
Mukalla: 05-307492
Hodeidah: 03-206998

Computer Education
(Internet Focussed
Curriculum, BE-commerce,
ISO 9001 Certified)
NIIT Quality
Computer Education Tel. 445518/7-442073
Compute me Tel: 263532, Fax: 263530
New Horizons Computer Learning Centers

Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

Sana'a: 441024/5, Aden:243124
Hodeidah:219643. Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982. 1bb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543
Fax: 00967 1 448542
Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas
Shehab Dental Center

602408
400443/218824

iy FREIGHT FORWARDERS

407905
278674/7909110
Sana’a: 441024/5
Sana’a: 440166
440891/344467
218142

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders

Al-Rawahil Olympia

Aramex

Griffin Logistics Ltd.

Gulf Air Cargo

ITS Global Logistics

Marib Travel & Tourism
(Cargo Division)

Yempac

441109/126 Fax: 440733
Sana’a 208898-408518

HOSPITALS

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)

Tel. 418000. Fax: 418116
Tel. 600000/602008

Fax. 601889

Modern German Hospital
E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com
The First Consultant center for the skin.
venerial Diseases & Infertility 205517-73807737
Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922
E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com

Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

HOTELS

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8

ADEN:
Amoudi Plaza Hotel
Elephant BayBeach Resort

(02) 247000/1-5
(02) 202055

.;UM(XIQJA‘X’! &

contact : Shabbir :71199692

Home /Office

Equipment

B For sale:two Italian bed
sitting room
71100886,

rooms (single) ,
set.pls contact
415358.

B For sale:Huge refrigerator
(Siemens,Germany), Sony TV,
Video integrated, digital and
analog receiver, Ward robe, 3
doors (Germany), Cup board,
wood _ glass , county style
(Germany).  (3/29)

pls contact : Mrs.Anne 224074.
B For sale:Sega_Dream cast
(video game
system)+controler + one visual
memory card +Games Cd's,
contact

ashrafoniz33 @yahoo.com

B Are You Interested To

Study In Canada? contact
E-mail:ryadh-td @dfait-
maecl.gc.c

www.canada.org

/EduMenu.htm

.ae OIL REFINERY Capacity Part of the world.contact

day.Origin

:100,000 Barrels
Europe -
can be transfer to any

Modern British Institute (University Branch) 203689
The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812
American Academic Institute 249294

'INSURANCE COMPANIES

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5
Fax /6 Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 .
Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744, Abyan:
604030

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)

Sana'a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Marib Insurance
Aden: 255668
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co.
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana'a
5 lines, Taiz: 258881,

Yemen Insurance company
272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

RESTAURANT

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)
Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Taiz:240927/34

264263

284193,

Aden: 244280
Sana’a: 272806/

Sana’a Turkish School 448258/9
Al-Hussein National Schools 412826/7
Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
The English School 419308
Tulip School 412249

Tenshams Modern school 671275, 671140
Rainbow school 414-026/424-433

Supermarket
- ]
AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism 1el:611560
Ashtal Travel & Tourism Fax: 440839 Tel. 440930
Al-Nasim Travel 270750

Al-Sunidar
Apollo Business Travel Center
Arabian Peninsula T & T

Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Tel. 444000/888
Tel. 414755/410302
Fax: 414798

Fax: 216028  Tel: 400722
Tel: 260932-46
Tel: 441158/9/60

Murjan Travel
Sky Travels Fax: 266258
Universal Business Travel Center

American World University. Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960
44997172
250553/4/5

Queen Arwa University
Sana’a University

per V . christopher 73816219
(Int.Code.00967)

1 Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost) I
| |
1 OFor SaleCIRequired [DAvailable COFor Lease [OFor Hire/Rent [JJob Require [OSituation Vacant I
| OOthers 1
i oo |
j Details: I
| |
| |
1 Contact Address: I
| |
U — I
1 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a i

For more info
LN N |

. contact Mr. Victor, 268661/2/3, 73810416
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Yemen’s first and most widely—read English-language newspaper

Head Office: Al-Rowaishan Building, Al-Zubairy St- P.O.Box:19845 or 160 Sana’a
E-Mail address: ycbho@y.net.ye,Web Site:w ww.ycbank.com,

Fax:(967-1) 284656, Secretary Telfax:(967-1) 277238, Exchange:(967- l) 284272/6,
Tel: 277324, 277378, 277354, 277381, Telex: 3427 YCBHOS YE

U.S. Muslims seek Pentagon probe on Iraqg photo

The Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) today called for a
Pentagon investigation of a photograph
circulating on the Internet that apparent-
ly shows an American soldier mocking
an Iragi child.

The photo sent to CAIR seems to be
of an American soldier standing next to
two Iraqgi children who are giving the
thumbs-up sign. One child holds a hand-
lettered sign in English that reads: “Lcpl
Boudreaux killed my Dad, th{en) he
knocked up my sister!” (“Knocked up” is
American slang for making someone
pregnant out of wedlock.)

“If the United States Army is seeking
to win the hearts and minds of the Iraqi
people, this is the wrong way to accom-
plish that goal,” said CAIR Executive
Director Nihad Awad. “Defense
Department officials must take action to
let military personnel know that such
offensive behavior harms America’s
image and will not be tolerated.”

Awad said CAIR has also received an
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anonymous letter from a soldier who
recently returned from Iraq that claims a
commanding officer engaged in inappro-
priate conduct with prepubescent Iraqi
girls. The letter states that the officer,
who was named by the writer, referred to
the girls as “pre-rag heads” and coerced
local Iragi leaders to provide them in
exchange for protection by American
soldiers. (The officer’s military unit was
also named in the letter.)

The letter-writer indicated revulsion at
the officer’s alleged actions. He or she
wrote: “The thought of all this makes me
sick to my stomach. | am afraid to bring
this to anyone in the Army, because | am
doubtful that they would believe a soldier
over the Battalion Commander.”

“These reports point to a disturbing
pattern of behavior that needs to be
addressed by our military,” said Awad.

CAIR, America’s largest Islamic civil
liberties group, has consistently con-
demned all terrorist acts, whether car-
ried out by individuals, groups or states.

Bush Sr. opposed his son’s
plans on lraq war: book

By THOMAS M. De FRANK
DAILY NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU
CHIEF

WASHINGTON - A new book on the
Bush political dynasty claims former
President George H.W. Bush opposed
last year’s invasion of Iraq.

In “The Bushes: Portrait of a Dynasty,”
Peter and Rochelle Schweizer cite as evi-
dence a summer 2002 interview in which
the older Bush’s sister said her brother
had expressed his “anguish” about the
administration’s preparations for war.

“But do they have an exit strategy?” the
former President is quoted as worrying.

“Although he never went public with
them,” the authors assert, “the President’s
own father shared many of [the] con-
cerns” of Brent Scowcroft, his national
security adviser and a leading war oppo-
nent.

Top Bush aide Jean Becker denied the
allegations yesterday.

“From the very first day, President
Bush 41 unequivocally supported the
President on the war in Irag,” she said.

“He had absolutely nc reservationis of any
kind.”

Peter Schweizer is a research fellow at
Stanford  University’s  conservative
Hoover Institution and authored
“Reagan’s War.”

The book prizes open the door slightly
on one of the Bush clan’s most closely
held secrets: the former President’s pri-
vate qualms about aspects of his son’s
Iraq policy.

“He agrees with the policy goals but not
with all of the execution,” a close friend
told the Daily News.

The older Bush has maintained strict
public silence about possible differences,
and only last week hammered “elites and
intellectuals on the campaign trail” for crit-
icizing the war.

Yet close friends and associates said
the older Bush, while fiercely proud and
protective of his son, nevertheless har-
bors concerns about the war and its after-
math.

These sources told The News that
aside from his “exit-strategy” fears of a

prolonged, blcody conflict, the ex-
President is troubled that the war frac-
tured the international coalition he
painstakingly assembled to expel
deposed Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein
from Kuwait in 1991.

One close associate said the older
Bush feels Vice President Cheney and
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
may have pusned President Bush too
hard for a preemptive strike.

In his 1998 diplomatic memoir, the for-
mer President offered this impassioned
defense of his controversial decision not
to attack Baghdad and topple Saddam in
1991:

“Trying to eliminate Saddam ... would
have incurred incalculable human and
political costs. ... Had we gone the inva-
sion route, the United States could con-
ceivably still be an occupying power in a
bitterly hostile land.”

Cne well-placed Bush colleague said
the oider Bush recently acknowledged,
“I'm having trouble with my boy,” referring
to Iraqg.
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LANGUAGE IStiute

Yemen’s Premier Language
Institute Since 1975

Announcing Term 76:

April 24 — May 26, 2004

/ Registration: April 18 - 21 \

Classes Availuble at 9 Levels
(Mornings. Afternoons & Evenings)

- Self-Access Muiti-Media Lab

(Video/Software/Reading &
Listening)

- Extra Computer Lab for all
Students

- Plus Many Elective/Special

\ Courses

For information, contact YALI at:
448 039 or 445 482/3/4 @ FAX: 448037 o
E-Muail: info@yali.org.ye
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COOLRPIX5400

TAHA MA.ANAM TRADING EST.

Head Office: Taiz P.O.Box6748 Tel.(04)210526 Fax.(04)221511
Sana'a (01)216027 Aden (02) 463622
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GB Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

€D Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

@ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY -

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

SAL

€D Offshore structures and underwater works.

€D Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

€D Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

& High quality buildings & sports

& Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden @y.net.ye
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NOKIA

CONNECTING PEOPLE

APPROVED BY
American
Council on
Education

S 250 ¥ LA pudonls
www.acenet.edu

We Can Change the Rules of the game

AR\

New Hor1zons®

Computer Learning Centers
Sana'a- Yomen

Join us now:

1- CCNA.
2- CCNP.
3- MCSA.
4- MCSE.
5- Linux .
6- A+.

7- Oracle.
8- Auto CAD.
9- STAAD Pro.

Choose,

Learn,
Succeed,

Tel: +967 1 449356 / 57 / 58, Fax: +967 1 448547
E-malil: info@newhorizons.com
www.newhorizons.com

(oaganed! ) wil clmui 31§ 5 ylaeall
Yemen Trading & Construction Co. [Ltd.)

| Sana'a : Tel.264005/6 , Fax: 240624 , E-mail:YTCC@Y.NET.YE, Aden:Telefax: 247387, Hodeida: Tel.208829, Fax: 205817 |

To advertise please contact: 73810416, 268661/2/3 ( Prices of Yemren Times in Gulf Countries - KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils
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