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Al-Shura gets support
By Mohammed Bin Sallam 
Yemen Times Staff

A meeting was held Tuesday 
August 31st at the headquarters of 
the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
(YJS) to support Al-Shura 
Weekly which faces trial that vio­
lates constitution.

The meeting, attended by 
prominent politicians and journal­
ists, agreed to support Al-Shura 
as a symbol of defending journal­
istic liberties and freedom of 
expression.

The supporters also agreed 
to attend the session passing 
the sentence on Al-Shura, on 
Wednesday, at the Western 
Court. The supporters are 
expected to march in protest 
at the probable prison sen­
tence against Abdul-Karim 
Al-Khiwani, Al-Shura’s edi­
tor-in-chief, and other unjust 
sentences against the news­
paper which are damaging to 
the idea of freedom in 
Yemen.

Continued on page 13Abdul-Karim AI-Khiwani

USS Cole case raises questions 
about Yemen security

By Peter Willems
Yemen Times Staff

A lawyer representing suspects 
believed to have been involved in the 
bombing of the USS Cole read a doc­
ument in court last week that may 
expose Yemen’s former Interior 
Minister of assisting the mastermind 
of the attack on the US destroyer.

The defense lawyer, Abdul Aziz Al- 
Samawi, read what is believed to be 
an official letter by Hussein 
Mohammed Arab, former Interior 
Minister, which told security authori­
ties to give “safe passage to Sheikh 
Mohammed Omar Al-Harazi with 
three bodyguards without being 
searched or intercepted. All security 
forces are instructed to cooperate with 
him and facilitate his missions.”

The order was to be followed 
between April 2000 and the end of the 
year. The attack on USS Cole 
occurred on October 12, 2000.

Since the letter was presented in 
court, analysts have been wondering 
about its implications and if there are 
now questions about Yemen’s securi­
ty

“This document confirms that there 
is a breach in the Yemeni security sys­
tem,” said Mohammed Al-Sabri, a 
freelance columnist who focuses on 
Yemeni-US relations. “This system 
has been infiltrated for a long time by 

terrorist elements because of old rela­
tions.”

Other analysts are questioning the 
authenticity of the document. 
Abdullah Al-Faqih, Professor of 
Political Science at Sana’a University, 
has mapped out three different scenar­
ios. One is that the coverage of the let­
ter presented in court was a “media 
blast” which may have blown the 
incident out of proportion since docu­
ments giving clearance at that time 
may have been common with no bad 
intentions. Another scenario is that the 
letter is a false document. But the last 
scenario is that the letter is authentic, 
which implies that “someone in the 
system may have been involved and 
there may have been more that could 
have been associated with terrorist 
elements,” said Al-Faqih.

He added that it is important to see 
what the government will do about the 
document. “The answer is for the gov­
ernment to form a committee to inves­
tigate it,” said Al-Faqih.

When asked whether the letter was 
authentic, Al-Samawi told Yemen 
Times, “If this document was not 
authentic, we wouldn’t have presented 
it to the court.”

Al-Samawi would not comment on 
how the defense team was able to 
obtain the letter, but the court accept­
ed it as evidence.

Continued on page 13
Security guards protecting the courthouse during the USS Cole trial in
Sana’a. YT photo by Peter Willems

Yemen asked to track 
down criminals

By Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times Staff

Yemeni authorities received last week 
detection requests for 90 international 
criminals, a source told Yemen Times.

The source said the requests came from 
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Pakistan, China, 
and India, asking the government to arrest 
the suspects if found on the Yemeni land 
and extradite them to their countries.

The criminals were wanted in connec­
tion with terrorist activities, child abduc­

tion, drug trafficking, and arms smug­
gling before they absconded abroad, the 
source added.

Al-Wasat newspaper said security 
authorities, on receiving the requests, 
have distributed them to sea and land 
country entrances. And so far none of the 
criminals have been detected.

The requests are the result of the coop­

eration between Yemen and these coun­
tries in the fight against terrorism.

On the other hand, a Yemeni diplomat 
in the Yemeni consulate in Prague, in the 
Czech Republic, reported that Czech 
authorities had arrested two Kuwaitis 
with forged Yemeni passports at the city’s 
airport arriving on a flight from an Arab 
country. Continued on page 13
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Bystanders injured in gunfight

Last Tuesday afternoon, one man 
was killed and another injured in a gun­
fight in the area of the Haddah qat mar­
ket. The two men, local merchants, 
were bystanders in what was revealed 
to be a dispute between the owner of a 
factory and an armed group, over a 
piece of land neighboring the market.

The police have begun to investigate 
the incident while locals have 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
lack of control exercised by the state 
concerning such disputes.

Women’s National Committee 
modifies laws that discriminate 

against women
The National Committee along with 

UNFPA organized on Monday 23rd 
August 2004 a workshop to discuss the 
modification of laws which discriminate 
against women.

Ms. Amat al-Aleem Al-Soswa, the 
minister of human rights, along with a 
number of other representatives of vari­
ous organizations and civic societies 
attended the workshop.

Health checks on expired food
The Environmental Health 

Department has carried out compre­
hensive inspection campaigns this 
week, targeting markets, groceries, 
restaurants and other commercial 
premises targeting the sale of expired 
products. Expired food was confiscat­
ed, the consumption of which, present a 
grave risk of disease. The Yemen Times 
is preserving samples of the confiscat- 
ed food materials which will be dis- 
cussed in articles in forthcoming issues 
on the risks to health expired food 
poses.

Great Taiz School robbers caught
The police in Taiz caught a number of 

robbers at the Educational Complex in 
the Great Taiz School situated in the Al- 
Jumhoori Hospital zone.

Citizens reported to the security 
department that a gang was attempting 
to rob the school of books. The police 
then pursued the gang and succeeded 
in tracking down two culprits. They 
caught robbers: 18-year-old Ghaleb 
Mohammed Ghaleb, and 19-year-old 
Tahir Ibrahim. The police recovered 260 
books, said Staff Colonel Yahya Al- 
Haysami, Deputy Security Official of 
Taiz.

The rest of the gangsters are to be 
interrogated including the school securi­
ty guard.

The school was previously attacked 
just before the commencement of a 
scholastic year, and desks, chairs and 
books were stolen, resulting in that 
fathers had to buy books on the black 
market for high prices.

Sport equipment for prisoners
The Ministry of the Interior received 
sports equipment for the use in prisons, 
during last week of August 2004. The 
items received comprised of footballs, 
racket sport equipment and other gear 
for the use of the prisoners. The goal in 
all this is to develop and encourage: the 
sporting activities between prisoners.

Hertz Yemen & 
Emirates extend 

skywards benefits
The ongoing joint promotion of 

Hertz Yemen and Emirates Airline for 
the benefit of Skywards members is 
extended until the end of September 
2004.

Through this promotion, the sky­
wards members who are renting vehi­
cles in Hertz Yemen will be entitled for 
a 500 bonus miles and enables them to 
take part in a grand raffle to be held on 
the first week of October 2004 at the 
Emirates office in Hadda. Emirates 
offers two economy air tickets one to 
any Emirates destination in Europe and 
the other to any Emirates destination in 
the Middle East.

“Since the promotion started in late 
July 2004 to benefit all skywards 
members in Yemen and/or visiting 
members, this extension will help 
achieve highest turn over for mutual 
benefits” said Saleem Sheikh, the GM 
of Hertz Yemen.

Meanwhile, Badr Abbas, the Area 
Manager of Emirates Airline disclosed 
that “this promotion represents a won-

Workshop 
on disability 

strategies
By Yemen Times Staff

A workshop on developing disabili­
ty strategies was organized on August 
23rd by the Yemeni Development 
Foundation (YDF) at Hadda Hotel, in 
collaboration with Al-Saleh Social 
Establishment and the Islamic World 
Handicap and Training Council.

The workshop aimed at discussing 
conditions of the handicapped in 
Yemen, the nature of services they 
receive as well as their difficulties, and 
future plans to improve the integration 
of the disabled into society.

At the workshop, it was formally 
announced that the International 
Physically Handicapped Conference 
would be held in September 2004, 
right on the National Handicapped 
Day in order to pluck up as much sup­
port for training the handicapped as 
possible.

The workshop was contributed to by 
many specialized local and interna­
tional organizations, and was attended 
by representatives from the Ministry 
of Social Affairs and Labor, and the 
Handicapped Fund.

Security tightened 
around oil facilities

Yemen Times Staff
Aden

Security has been tightened around 
oil facilities following instructions 
from the Ministry of Interior issued 
late last week. The ministry gave direc­
tives for rigorous security, to ensure 
the safety of Yemeni ports and oil facil­
ities from potential saboteurs infiltrat­
ing the country.

Security forces have increased con-

siderably at city entrances and outside 
the city, as have searching campaigns, 
and the number of patrolling coast and 
oil facility guards.

These measurements are taken after 
receiving reliable information that ter­
rorist cells were intending to destabi­
lize Yemen, and might target these 
establishments.

Helicopters were recently seen hov­
ering over oil facilities, export ports, 
and refineries.

Cabinet approves General 
Post Authority deal

Yemen Times Staff

The Cabinet of Ministers, on 
Tuesday, 17/8/2004, gave the go- 
ahead for the General Post Authority 
and Saving, represented by the Posts 
Saving Fund, to join Teleyemen 
instead of the British company 
Cable & Wireless. The deal involves 
the purchase of a 50% share, for the 
price of $3.1m, which would bring 
the company’s total assets to $62m.

The Cabinet has appointed the 

Minister of Telecommunications & 
Information Technology to oversee 
the legal formalities necessary for 
the Authority to join as a new part­
ner in Teleyemen. In an additional 
advancement in this field, the 
Cabinet has approved the establish­
ment of the Arab Organization for 
Telecommunications & Information 
Technology, which will aim to 
develop IT for the Arab world, 
encouraging joint strategies and 
general unity.

The challenges of 
media training in Yemen

For the Yemen Times

U
nder the auspices Mr.
Hussein AL-Awadi,
minister of Information, 
the Mass
Communication 

Training & Qualifying Institute 
(MCTQI) organized on Saturday 14th 
August 2004 a workshop on the 
Challenges of Media Training in 
Yemen and its Future prospects.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Zalab, dean of the 
MCTQI, in his speech, welcomed the 
attendees and described the various 
activities that MCTQI has been 
engaged in, as well as its accomplish­
ments.

James W. Rawley, the UN resident 
coordinator, delivered a speech in 
which he said, “Since the reunification 
of Yemen, the country has witnessed

the transition to a more pluralistic and 
free media, characterized by the emer­
gence of new media institutions, a key 
hallmark of the movement towards a 
democratic system of governance. The 
political space - not found in many 
other countries of the region - was fur­
ther enhanced recently by the decision 
of H.E president Ali Abdullah Saleh in 
May, to abolish the provision for 
detaining journalists for what they say 
or write”.

Rawley further said, “Although 
media represents a major component of 
the democratic transformation under­
gone so far in Yemen, international 
cooperation has yet to address the 
growing needs of this underdeveloped 
area. For this reason, I would like to 
congratulate the MCTQI - as a leading 
institution, mandated to offer media 
training opportunities for media practi- 

tioners - for taking this initiative to 
assess the needs of media training and 
to stir discussion among key national 
and international counterparts. This 
effort will no doubt contribute towards 
ensuring that media in Yemen will play 
an effective role in promoting aware­
ness about Yemen’s development 
efforts to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals.”

He concluded “let us work towards 
the media in Yemen becoming not only 
the watchdog against any human rights 
or any other violations, but also an 
important vehicle through which all 
Yemeni people will be able to voice 
their concerns and fulfill their aspira­
tions”

A number of representatives of 
embassies, along with local and inter­
national organizations, attended the 
workshop.

Japan supports 
clean up efforts 

in Zabeed
The Government of Japan has decid­

ed to extend a grant aid amounting up to 
US$651,154 to Zabeed Cleaning Fund 
to purchase three trucks, three motorcy­
cles and telecommunication units. A 
press release by Japanese embassy on 
31st August mentions, “ The grant, 
which is extended under the Japanese 
scheme of “Grant Assistance for Grass­
roots Human Security Projects” comes 
as support to the clean up efforts that 
aim at providing better and healthier 
environment to the citizens of Zabeed 
and contributes to the promotion of 
tourism in that historic city designated 
by UNESCO as World Heritage.

The agreement to this effect is signed 
today in Sana’a by Mr. Abdullah Al- 
Madhwahi, Chairperson of Zabeed 
Local Council and Chairman of Zabeed 
Cleaning Fund, and Mr. Yuichi Ishii, 
Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of 
Yemen.

During the current Japanese fiscal 
year, (April 2004-March 2005), six 
projects have been so far financed in 
Yemen amounting up to US$453,745 in 
total, under the above mentioned 
Japanese scheme. The scheme aims at 
supporting small-scale community­
based projects in Basic Human Needs 
fields, such as primary health care, basic 
education and public welfare in devel­
oping countries, including Yemen.

Readers’
Voice

Yemen Times features “Readers’ 
Voice” a popular way for our 
readers to interact with us. This is 
your opportunity to have a say on 
world and local affairs.

This edition’s question:

Do you think that the 
popular support for Al- 
Shoura would influence 
the court verdict?

Yes it could 
No it cannot

last edition’s question:
Why do you think President 
Saleh came one day earlier to 
Yemen?
• Due to emerging security 

concerns in Yemen 33%
• Perhaps to follow-up with al- 

Hothi’s developments 28%
• Some event that took place in 

the UK 22%
• Something else 17%

Go to our website at: 
yementimes.eom/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Fifth intl’ 
on Yemeni

The fifth international conference on 
the civilization of Yemen commenced 
in Sana’a on August 30th. The confer­
ence titled “Sana’a ...civilization and 
history,” is hosted by Sana’a 
University.

The 3-day conference was attended 
by 200 scientists, academics and inter­
national figures, representing 28 coun­
tries, 24 embassies, and 15 scientific 
establishments. The conference 
accommodates 42 international figures 
from 10 European and American coun­
tries, and 4 from Islamic countries.

The participants discussed 97 papers 
submitted to the conference on 
Yemen’s history, civilization, and cul- 

ture. They also discussed during the 22 
sessions (split into 6 themes) modern 
and ancient civilizations of Yemen as 
recorded by stone engravings.

The studies, which were translated 
into three languages, tackled local 
architecture in Sana’a, (which stands 
as a symbol of human civilization), 
and the architectural features of Lahj. 
There were also studies on 
Hadhramout and Mareb.

An architectural show was opened 
on the sidelines of the conference, 
which featured urban planning and 
architecture in different Islamic eras. 
The show was organized by a number 
of professors at Sana’a University.

Burning Oil Truck kills three
An oil truck caught fire on Friday 

August 27th in Al-Rabi’ei area on Taiz- 
Makha road. The fire killed three men 
on a small vehicle nearby. The tanker, 
belonging to businessman Tawfiq 
Abdul-Rahim, had unloaded oil in Taiz 
and was on its way back to Makha.

The truck crashed into the vehicle, 
igniting the fire, and three charred 
corpses were later found in the vehicle, 
said Staff Colonel Yahya Al-Haysami, 
Deputy Security Official of Taiz. Civil 
defense and Central Security extin-

guished the fire, aided by Hail Sa’eed 
Group’s company.

Material losses can be estimated at 
YR 15 million. The cause of the inci­
dent is attributed to a lack of mainte­
nance of the oil tanker, as well as poor 
visibility on the road.

Earlier this year, a driver of another 
truck belonging to Tawfiq Abdul- 
Rahim was killed when the truck 
swerved off road, and a third gas tanker 
recently overturned in Kitab, Ibb 
province.

Al-Ashtal, former 
ambassador to UN dies

former Yemen Arab Republic and the 
People’s Democratic Republic in 1990. 
He remained in this post until July 2002.

The deceased’s nephew Anwar Al- 
Ashtal told the Yemen Times “I believe 
my uncle served his country well, and 
we are all proud of him. We are awaiting 
his body to come to Yemen to start 
funeral procedures in Yemen.”

Yemeni officials said al-Ashtal was 
repeatedly offered senior positions in 
the government, including that of 
Foreign Minister, but he turned them 
down, preferring instead to remain in 
New York.

Al-Ashtal left a wife, son and daugh­
ter.

Malaysian embassy marks national day
The Malaysian embassy in Sanaa 

celebrated the 47th National Day in a 
dinner reception at the Taj Sheba 
Hotel in Sanaa on Tuesday. A large 
number of officials, ambassadors, 
businessmen, journalists, and a host of 
other prominent personalities attended 
the event

The Ambassador of Malaysia to 
Yemen H.E. Dato Misran Karmain 
received the guests to commemorate 
47 years since the independence of 
Malaysia on August 31, 1957, the date 
when Tunku Abdul Rahman became 
its first Prime Minister.

Malaysia has enjoyed steadily

developing relations with the 
Republic of Yemen. In fact, Malaysia- 
Yemen relations date back to the 
15thCentury. Historians of Malay cul­
ture and civilization have always 
acknowledged the crucial role played

by the Yemeni merchants who spread 
Islam throughout the country. It is 
hoped that the relationship between 
the two countries will continue to 
enhance, especially in the fields of 
tourism, trade, and education.

Situated close to the equator, 
Malaysia occupies two distinct 
regions— Peninsular Malaysia and 
Sabah and Sarawak on the northwest­
ern coast of Borneo. It is a multi-racial 
country with a population of about 25 
million, consisting of four major eth­
nic groups—the Malays, Chinese, 
Indians and the Bumiputeras (natives) 
in Sabah and Sarawak.

Is APL returning to ACT?
APL container vessel, APL Ivory, 

called at Aden Container Terminal on 
30 August which could herald the 
return of APL vessels to Aden. This is 
the first APL mainline service vessel 
calling Aden after the Limburg inci­
dent in October 2002. The third gener­
ation vessel is 262 meters in overall 
length with a rated stow capacity of 
2838 TEUs.

Up to now, APL merely feeders to 
Aden with the Yemen Express Service 
which turnaround in Salalah. APL 
Ivory is part of APL’s weekly Red 
Express Service which is part of six 
vessels which covers the Red Sea, 
Gulf, Pakistan. Colombia, Singapore 
and Chiwan in China. At least 3 other 
APL’s weekly mainline services plying 
between Asia and Europe now call at

Salalah and these services 
had used Aden as the Middle 
East transshipment base in 
the past in Yr 2002.

Such a move by APL is 
expected to boost the busi­
ness of Aden Container 
Terminal (ACT) which is 
currently managed by OPM 
Aden, LLc, an international 
port management company 
based in Singapore. OPM 
has projected that ACT will 
handle containers exceeding

300,000 TEUs this year which is a 
three fold increase over last year’s 
throughput. ACT now has among its 
major customers Pacific International 
Lines (PIL) enjoying prime customer 
status. APL was a major customer of 
ACT before the Limburg incident. The 
Limburg incident may now be a thing 
of the past and this augurs well for the 
economic growth of the Republic of 
Yemen.

OPM Aden declined to comment 
when asked about the arrival of APL 
Ivory.

By YT & Agencies

The Yemeni Foreign Ministry 
announced that Abdullah Saleh al- 
Ashtal, Yemen’s former ambassador to 
the United Nations, died in New York 
on Thursday having suffered from lung 
cancer for a long period of time.

Al-Ashtal, who died of an age of 66, 
was among Yemen’s most prominent 
diplomats, who had represented Yemen 
in the UN for nearly 30 years. He was 
first assigned to the mission on May 29, 
1973, as the permanent representative of 
the People’s Democratic Republic to the 
United Nations and continued repre­
senting Yemen after unification of the
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Yemeni Women Union in Taiz
By Yemen Times Staff
Taiz

O
n 2nd Aug. 2004. a work­
shop was conducted al the 
meeting hall of Yemeni 
Women Union branch in 
Taiz, to aid social and 

health care of the female prisoners at 
Taiz central prison. Suad Al-Absi, the 
head of the Yemeni Women Union 
advised in her address to the workshop 
that this initiative was part of a multi­
sided plan for the legal, health and social 
welfare of female prisoners and their 
children. The legal side was discussed 
by women from the legal protection 
program which is considers this initia­

tive as one of their strategic targets. As 
such, the legal team of 12 advocates was 
formed to defend and plead for the 
female prisoners before the court with 
the support of Oxfam Organization. She 
also mentioned that the number of the 
women prisoner in Taiz Central Prison 
had reached 50 with offences distributed 
into several cases i.e. 25 cases prostitu­
tion, 4 cases of the ‘open and being 
alone deed’, 1 case of homosexuality, 
2 cases of theft, 4 cases of absence from 
the marital home in addition to 6 cases 
of murder.

Twenty-two cases have already been 
released with several further cases under 
review in the courts. This leaves 10 
cases which are still under investigation.

There are also 23 children prisoners 
who are without any parental care sys­
tem.

Mrs. Al-Absi added that the health 
care issue was being dealt with by offer­
ing medical training in prisons. She also 
advised that there are recurrent prisoners 
who account for up to 13% of the cases. 
This phenomenon is currently under 
study so as to fully understand its caus­
es. Also attending was Mr. Mohammad 
Al-Ansi, Deputy Assistant of Taiz 
Governorate, and Brigadier Ahmed 
Mohammad Al-Olufy, Director of Taiz 
Security, Mr. Mufeed Abdo Saif, the 
Chairman of Commerce & Industry in 
Taiz in addition to Doctor Mohammad 
Al-Durrah, the head of General law at

Taiz University and Doctor Hussain Ali 
Al-Adeemy. Dr Al-Adeemy has previ­
ously submitted two work papers to the 
workshop, forming a separate report 
summarizing its’ themes. Whereas the 
Security Director highlighted the fact 
that that the central prison capacity is for 
600 prisoners, there are at present 1400 
prisoners in it. He asked for greater 
attention to be paid to the prevention of 
crime, which he said was a matter for 
the community, prior to entering into the 
issue of prison reform.

He did however welcome combined 
efforts for communication between the 
prison management and the community 
leaders who play such and important 
role in crime prevention.

Creation of 19 institutes
By Nazeeh Abdullah 
Yemen Times Staff 
Aden

D
r. Ali Mansour bin 
Saffa’, the Minister of 
Technical, Education & 
Vocational Training has 
emphasized that the 

Ministry has received a loan of 50 mil­
lions US dollars from the Saudi 
Development Fund to establish 19 
technical institutes in different gover­

norates of the Republic. This is in 
addition to 16 institutes financed by 
the government. This comes along 
side a further loan from the European 
Union for the establishment of a spe­
cialist institute for tourism in Sana’a. 
As well these the European Union 
continue its supporting for women 
who study in the gas and petroleum 
sector.

In a message to the Yemen Times, 
Dr bin Saffa’ indicated that the estab­
lishment of vocation and technical

institutes in different governorates will 
strengthen the institutes roles. With 
emphasis being made on training in 
sectors that are required in the local 
labor market.

He added that the decision taken by 
the Ministers’ cabinet regarding the 
society/community was correct taking 
into consideration that the community 
college is basically tied to the market. 
Thus, the Ministry has placed a plan 
for the national strategy of technical 
education & vocational training which

includes current infrastructure devel­
opment for the technical education, at 
all levels; as per the new tendency 
towards the strategy and the function­
ing of the institutes which are still in 
the course of preparation. There are 
currently 35 institutes which will place 
their syllabuses and training programs 
in line with the needs of labor market 
in terms specialization, which will aid 
in the development operation and 
efforts to alleviate unemployment and 
poverty that is present in many areas.

Global roundtable conference
Sexual & reproductive 

health and rights for all
By Fahmia AL-Fotih
For the Yemen Times
London

S
even hundred invited lead­
ers. activists, parliamentary 
and health experts, includ­
ing 100 young people, from 
109 countries gathered on

Tuesday 31st August at Queen 
Elizabeth II Conference Centre to 
mark the 10th anniversary of the pro­
gram of Action.

The program of Action, developed at 
the 1994 International conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD) - 
also called the Cairo Consensus - was 
the product of more that three decades 
of worldwide debate on how best to 
promote reproductive health, combat

poverty and advance human well­
being.

During the gathering, which con­
cludes on 3rd September, speakers and 
discussion panels will evaluate the 
work of the past decade and plan future 
action towards the global goals of 
women’s rights, poverty alleviation, 
and universal provision of information 
and services on sexual and reproduc­
tive health.

This Global Roundtable seeks to set 
clear priorities, recruit new allies, and 
focus on the critical role of young peo­
ple in order to bring change to people’s 
lives. Yemen was among the countries 
invited, and is represent by the Yemeni 
Family Care Association, that is a 
member of the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation, the organizer.

Dhafar cultural festival
By Salah Saleh Ahmed 
YT staff, Taiz

E
vents of the second week­
long tourist festival got 
underway on Saturday 
21/08/04 in the Dhofar 
area. The activities were 

organized by the Ibb Governorate in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Culture & Tourism, in order to promote 
awareness for local history, and pro­
mote tourism in what has been ear­
marked to become the tourist capital of 
Yemen.

The head of the ministry, Khaled al-
Rowaishan, emphasized the impor­
tance that these festivals have 
acquired, bringing attention, as they 
do, to the area concerned and encour­
aging internal and external tourism. He 
added that he hoped that the rest of the 
governorates would adopt the same 
steps taken in Ibb. In a declaration to 
Yemen Times, al-Rowaishan said 
“Dhofar town is a historical location 
and contains ancient sites and objects 
of interest. The festival itself is an 
excellent one and we are enthusiastic 
about its prospects”. He went on to 
announce the Ministry’s intention to 
enlarge and develop Dhofar Museum

next month, and extended his felicita­
tions to the council.

Mr. Amin al-Warafi, the general sec­
retary to the local council in the 
Governorate, drew attention to the fact 
that the sum total of the investment 
applications during this year has 
exceeded $30m, which success can be 
attributed to the festival. A Qatarian 
businessman Abdullah al-Jaber is one 
such interested party, who has dis­
closed his intention to establish a 
tourist resort at a value of $15m next 
year.

The festival committee proceeded to 
deliver two speeches, the second of

which, from Miss Najeebah al- 
Ma’mari, the general secretary of the 
Local council in the al-Naderah 
District, dealt with the goals of the fes­
tival, its importance, and the role 
women play in its success. The audi­
ence was then entertained by tradition­
al dances, performed alongside the 
folksongs and chants of bands from al- 
Naderah, Ba’dan, al-Suddah, al- 
A’smas, and Yerim districts.

The Minister of Culture & Tourism, 
accompanied by a number of 
Parliament members, in addition to a 
number of the governors, made a visit 
during the day, to the Dhofar museum, 
and inaugurated the exhibits which 
included various arts and crafts, 
ancient jewels and traditional clothing. 
On Sunday, the culture center hall 
played host to a conference entitled 
“Sites and Opportunities for Tourism 
Investment in the Ibb Governorate” 
during which Mr. Amin al-Warafi, the 
General Secretary of the local council, 
underlined the importance of tourism 
in the Ibb region. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Abdo Mehdi, the General Manager of 
the General Authority for Tourism 
Development handled the constituents 
and sites of the tourism areas, the ele­
ments of tourism produce and the sites 
selected for prospective development.

Culture minister, governor of Ibb and group of officials visiting Dhafar 
museum

Folklore dancer from ibb performed at the festival

Conclusion of a training 
course on administering NGOs

A
 training course on admin­
istering NGOs and how to 
provide them with contin­
uous funding was con­
cluded at the Youth 

National Cultural Centre in Taiz. It was 
organized by the Training & Qualifying

Unit Centre, and lasted for the period of 
15th - 30th August 2004. The course 
was participated by 31 trainees from dif­
ferent societies, and supported by the 
Dutch FRIEDRICH EIBERT 
STIFTUNG organisation in collabora­
tion with the Arab College for Human 

Rights in Tunis.
Miss Qisela 

Truckenbrodt, the 
Commercial 
Attache’, declared 
that the Dutch 
Embassy in Sana’a 
has supported 12 
small projects with 
the amount of 65,000\ 
Euros, which have 
succeeded in fighting 
and alleviating 
poverty and helping 
people to upgrade 
their living standards.

It is worth noting that the amount of 
7000 Euros is paid to each project and 
possibly more in exceptional cases, if 
requested for, and supported by proof of 
necessary expenditure. She has prom­
ised that any project inauguration that 
takes place will be carried out officially 
and through the Dutch Embassy, in the 
presence of officials and the leadership 
and Local council of the Taiz 
Governorate. The female and male 
trainees acquired the know-how of the 
methods for obtaining financing, identi­
fying the funding agencies, as well as 
the styles of modern administration and 
how to administer projects.

The conclusion of the course was 
attended by Eng. Dummaj Nasr Ahmed 
al-Odaini, the General Secretary of 
University Graduates and the Dutch 
Colleges in Taiz, and Mr. Abdullah 
Abdul Elah Sallam, The Manager of the 
Youth National Cultural Centre.NGOs trainees attending the course

Yemeni boxer achieved an 
unprecedented 4-0 KO record

Yemen Times Staff

R
ising American boxing 
star, of Yemeni origin, 
Brian “The Lion” Mihtar, 
scored his fourth KO vic­
tory on August 28 at 

Cobo Hall, Detriot- USA. With this 
victory he has improved his record to 
4-0 (4KO’s).

Mihtar. who has become known to 
proudly represent the Yemeni expatri­
ate community in Detroit, ended the 
bout with a vicious barrage of body 
shots that left his opponent Joe 
Howard flat on his back for several 
minutes. The fight has also been

broadcast on Yemen TV.
Yemen Times has reported about 

Mihtar’s rising success since his early 
beginnings

In an exclusive statement to the 
Yemen Times, Ray Mihtar, Brian's 
brother, told the Yemen Times that this 
is a great achievement that deserves 
encouragement and support from 
Yemen as people and government.

He also expressed gratitude to 
Yemen Times for reporting about 
Mihtar’s early successes. “Yemen 
Times was the first Yemeni paper to 
break the news on Brian, and that puts 
the newspaper on a unprecedented 
pedestal with us.” he said.
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Workshops to tackle child labor
By Peter Willems
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Child Labor Fighting 
Department (CLFD) of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Labor will begin work­
shops in different gover­

norates this month to help reduce the 
number of working children in Yemen.

According to Mona Salim, Head of 
CLFD, the workshops will be geared 
towards working with governorates 

that should help form a comprehensive 
plan to fight child labor.

“The workshops aim at deeply 
studying the needs of each governorate 
according to the nature of labor...in 
order to design a comprehensive strat­
egy to fight child labor in every gover­
norate during the next ten years,” said 
Salim.

The workshops are scheduled to first 
start in Hodeidah, Haja and Mahweet, 
followed by Sana’a, Ibb, Taiz, Aden 
and Abyan.

Carrying out the workshops is part 
of the second phase of the child Labor 
Fighting Project that has support from 
the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) and The World Bank.

Although it is difficult to calculate 
the number of children working in 
Yemen, it is estimated that there are 
roughly two million working children 
out of Yemen’s 19 million population. 
Child laborers are believed to work 
nearly as much as full-time adults put­
ting in an average of almost 39 hours a 
week.

Afrah Al-Ahmadi, Head of Health 
and Social Protection at Social Fund 
for Development, said that there are a 
number of important projects under­
way to deal with child labor. The first 
rehabilitation center for working chil­
dren in Yemen was established in 
Sana’a in early 2003. The joint venture 
between ILO and the municipal gov­
ernment of the capital works with up to 
350 child laborers with an aim to get 
the children to go to school. The sec­
ond rehabilitation center was opened in 
Mukalla earlier this year.

Some have been critical recently of 
how Yemen has been dealing with 
child labor. The country’s prominent 
reform programs - the Strategic Vision 
2025, the Second Five-year plan for 
Economic and Social Development 
and the Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper - do not address the issue of 
child labor. Although there have been 
many programs, projects and NGOs 
working in Yemen over the last few 
years, some believe that there needs to 
be better coordination to tackle the 
problem of child labor.

To create a more comprehensive 
strategy, Yemen is working on devel­
oping the National Strategy for 
Children and Youth. The plan aims to 
study the conditions of children and 
coordinate programs and policies to 
take on the problems children face in a 
comprehensive manner. It helps steer 
efforts from the government and 
organizations across the board to 
improve the living conditions of chil­
dren, ranging from health and educa­
tion to reducing the number of working 
children.

The report will be ready and pre­
sented to the government in the middle 
of 2005.A Yemeni child working in a market in Sana’a YT photo by Peter Willems
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Weary Baghdad hospital 
hopes for end to fighting

BAGHDAD, Aug 30 (Reuters) - The 
elderly man who runs a hospital mortu­
ary in Sadr City says he does not have 
space for the bodies of those killed in 
fighting in the Shi’ite Baghdad slum.

“I’m tired of this,” grumbles 74- 
year-old Bedou Abbass.

“This morgue is old. There’s not 
enough room,” he said, pointing at a 
refrigerated metal room by the hospital 
gate.

“Sometimes they bring 15 bodies, 
sometimes 20, sometimes 30,” he said, 
grimacing as he remembers occasions 
when the morgue’s refrigeration units 
have been knocked out by power cuts.

“The smell kills.” The Imam Afi 
general hospital in Sadr City has become 
a field clinic for fighters and others 
wounded in clashes between U.S. forces 
and militants loyal to rebel cleric 
Moqtada al-Sadr.

Clashes broke out at the weekend in 
Sadr City, which was not included in a 
peace deal last week ending fighting 
between Sadr loyalists and U.S. and Iraqi 
forces in Najaf.

The hospital’s young staff are yearn­
ing for peace.

They struggle against supply short­
ages and risk death to treat both the 
wounded and the many suffering from 
disease in the slum, where pools of 
sewage fill potholes and dead animals 
decay in the streets.

“It’s like we’re going to the front­
line,” said Dr Ghazwan Ghalyan, who 
was shot in the neck on his way to work 
last week.

“The streets were blocked, they were 
filled with tanks. So we got out of the car 
and started walking,” the 25-year-old 
said.

Then a bullet struck him and he fell 
unconscious.

“The bullet entered here and left 
here,” he said, pointing at blood-soaked 
bandages on either side of his neck.

“One centimetre further forward and 
it would have shattered my spinal col­
umn.”

Like Ghalyan, many of those

wounded in fighting were shot either in 
the chest or above, the hospital doctors 
said.

“That’s where the Americans aim,” 
doctor Samer Saeed said.

“We can’t treat them. They die in 
transit to another hospital,” he said.

Threats
The doctors struggle against short­

ages of basic equipment including blood 
transfusion kits.

Fighting, which first erupted in Sadr 
City in early April, has even cut the hos­
pital’s supplies of clean water, which is 

delivered by tankers.
“One time we couldn’t find drinking 

water for eight hours,” said surgeon 
Sarmad Adnan, who was previously an 
Iraqi army doctor.

“I now see things I never saw in the 
army.”

When clashes erupt, the hospital is 
filled with the frantic relatives of the 
wounded, who block corridors and make 
it difficult for doctors to treat the casual­
ties, 27-year-old doctor Laith Ghazi said.

Relatives often threaten doctors who 
they think are not doing enough for the 

wounded.
“Many times my colleagues have 

been struck. Sometimes those relatives 
are even carrying machine guns,” Ghazi 
said.

Ghazi says his work, which pays 
$140 per month, gives him anxiety. “But 
I have to do my duty,” he said.

The doctors, who say disease is rife 
in Sadr City, hope the fighting will end 
soon.

“We have a lot of work anyway,” 
Saeed said. “The water is dirty.

The sewage system is exhausted.”

lraq’s interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi (2L) speaks to tribal leaders from Baghdad’s impoverished Sadr City slum, 
scene of fierce clashes between U.S. troops and militia loyal to the radical Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, August 
31. REUTERS

Lebanon says UN must 
not interfere in its politics

BEIRUT, Aug 31 (Reuters) - Beirut 
has complained to the U.N. Security 
Council about proposals to curb Syrian 
influence in Lebanon, saying the United 
Nations has no right to interfere in its 
internal politics, the foreign ministry said 
on Tuesday. Paris and Washington are 
considering a Security Council resolution 
calling on Syria to respect Lebanese sov­
ereignty, fearful that Damascus has too 
much sway over a decision on whether to 
extend Lebanon’s pro-Syrian president’s 
term.

“The conditions under which the 
Lebanese elections are being prepared 
give rise to profound concerns,” a spokes­
woman for the French Foreign Ministry 
told a regular news briefing on Tuesday.

Lebanon’s cabinet has already agreed 
a plan to let President Emile Lahoud stay 
on for three more years. Parhament must 
now vote on the proposal, which would be 
welcomed by Syria but also involves 
changing Lebanon’s constitution.

Syria has about 17,000 troops in 
Lebanon and is the main power-broker 
there.

But Beirut’s foreign ministry sent a 
letter to the United Nations saying that the

Security Council would be setting a dan­
gerous precedent if it tried to intervene.

“No outside authority has a right to 
interfere in the details of agreements 
between Syria and Lebanon, or to impose 
changes on them,” the letter carried by the 
national news agency said.

“The attempt by some countries to 
interfere in Lebanon’s internal affairs 
under the pretext of respecting the consti­
tution on the occasion of the presidential 
election conceals a political intent.”

The plan to extend Lahoud’s term 
when it ends in November is opposed by 
the prime minister and several prominent 
politicians, including some traditionally 
allied to Damascus. Lahoud accused the 
international community on Tuesday of 
double standards, saying it ignored Israeli 
transgressions of international law but put 
pressure on Lebanon and Syria to alter 
their own strategic choices. “Lebanon and 
Syria which together have faced threats in 
the recent and distant past, will be able to 
overcome them by persisting once more 
in strengthening their cooperation and 
shared plans,” Lahoud said in a statement.

There was no immediate comment 
from Damascus.

Britain’s Straw advocates 
Turkish EU membership

PRAGUE, Aug 31 (Reuters) - 
The European Union should open up 
accession talks with Turkey to help 
the spread of European values of lib­
eral democracy, human rights and tol­
erance, British Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw said on Tuesday. Straw 
spoke to Czech ambassadors during a 
visit to new EU member Czech 
Republic, which has been leaning 
toward endorsing Turkish EU entry 
but has not made its position 
absolutely clear.

“There would be no better signal 
of Europe’s wish to support the 
spread of those universal values that a 
positive decision to open accession 
negotiations with Turkey this 
December,” Straw said.

Britain has backed opening acces­
sion negotiations with the Muslim 
country of 70 million people to bridge 
Europe with the Islamic world.

The EU has said it would decide 
at its December summit whether it 
would open the talks.

Czech Prime Minister Stanislav 
Gross, leader of the left-wing Social 
Democrats, has said he was in favour 
of closer link with Turkey, and possi­
bly its membership.

Former Czech Prime Minister 
Vladimir Spidla said after meeting 
his counterparts from fellow new EU 
members Poland, Hungary and 
Slovakia in May that none of them 
indicated they would veto a decision 
to start the talks.

Sudan says rebels kidnap 
22 Darfur volunteers

Sudanese refugee children wait to receive polio vaccination at hospital in the Kounoungo refugee camp in the 
north east of Chad Sudanese refugee children wait to receive polio vaccinations at an IMC (International Medical 
Corps) hospital in the Kounoungo refugee camp in the north east of Chad near the Sudan border, August 31. About 
11,500 refugees are sheltering in the Kounoungo refugee camp. Aid agencies have set up camps in this remote, 
impoverished corner of Africa to provide medical care and food in what officials call one of the world’s worst 
humanitarian disasters. REUTERS

KHARTOUM, Aug 31 (Reuters) - 
Rebels from Sudan’s western Darfur 
kidnapped 22 volunteers who had joined 
a programme to vaccinate an estimated 
two million people affected by fighting 
in the remote region, Sudanese officials 
said.

The head of Sudan’s vaccination 
programme and emergency operations 
office, Hassan Idriss, said rebels from 
the Justice and Equality Movement 
(JEM) abducted the volunteers on 
Sunday.

“We have no information regarding 
where these volunteers have been 
taken,” he said in a statement released 
late on Monday, adding that they had 
been working in Adwa, in the Shiariya 
area of Southern Darfur state.

JEM officials were not immediately 
available to comment.

Sudan said on Monday rebels had 
kidnapped eight World Food 

Programme (WFP) and Sudanese Red 
crescent workers in Northern Darfur 
state. The WFP confirmed those workers 
were missing and set up a crisis 

centre to try to find them.
The United Nations’ top envoy in 

Sudan, Jan Pronk, is to address the 
Security Council on Sept.

2 on the Khartoum government’s 
compliance with a July 30 resolution to 
provide more security and aid access in 
Darfur.

After years of low-intensity conflict 
between Arab nomads and African 
farmers over scarce resources in arid 
Darfur, rebels revolted last year, accus­
ing the Sudanese government of arming 
Arab militias known as Janjaweed to 
loot and bum African homes.

Khartoum admits arming some 
militias to combat the rebels but 

denies any fink to the Janjaweed, calling 
them outlaws.

More than a million people have 
fled their homes, with some 200,000 
refugees now in neighbouring Chad, 
triggering what the United Nations 
calls the world’s worst humanitarian cri­
sis.

International officials say the vio­
lence in the region is far from over. 
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, 
who is also currently chairman of the 
African Union, said on Monday that AU 
monitors had confirmed accusations by 
Darfur rebels that the Sudan govern­
ment launched fresh attacks on civilians 
last week.

Obasanjo said he had written to 
Sudanese President Omar Hassan al- 
Bashir asking him to ensure all attacks 
on civilians by government forces and 
Janjaweed militia stopped, to avoid 
undermining peace talks being held in 
the Nigerian capital Abuja.

Suicide bombings on 
two Israeli buses kill 12

JERUSALEM, Aug 31 (Reuters) - 
Bomb blasts ripped through two buses 
in the southern Israeli city of Beersheba 
on Tuesday, killing at least 12 people in 
an attack carried out by Palestinian sui­
cide bombers, Israeli radio and medics 
said.

Israel Radio said two buses were on 
fire near Beersheba’s city hall. An 
ambulance service spokesman said at 
least 12 people were killed. Emergency 
services said 59 were wounded.

Israel Army Radio said two suicide 
bombers were responsible.

Palestinian militants vowed anew 
shortly before the Beersheba bombings 
that they would keep fighting Israel until 
it quit all territories it occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war.

“Up to now Sharon has been selling 
the world words and not deeds. We 
should disregard his statements, and 
fight on, until every last Zionist soldier 
and settler quits our land,” Islamic Jihad 

militant spokesman Khaled al-Batsh said 
in Gaza City.

Gaza pullout
Earlier on Tuesday, Sharon set a 

timetable for steps toward pulling 8,000 
Jewish settlers out of Gaza despite oppo­
sition in his Likud party and from allied 
religious nationalists, who say it would 
reward “Palestinian terrorism”.

“Disengagement will be carried out.
Period,” Sharon said, signalling his 

resolve to prevail over Likud hardliners 
bent on thwarting any retreat.

Sharon’s unilateral plan has desta­
bilised his coalition. But he has counted 
on majority support in opinion polls, and 
the reluctance of rightists to risk parlia­
mentary seats with early elections, to see 
the withdrawal through.

It supersedes a U.S.-backed peace 
“road map” to Palestinian statehood in 
Gaza and the West Bank that has been all 
but torn up by persistent violence on 
both sides.

The bill would go to a cabinet vote 
by Oct. 24, paving the way for a reading 
in parliament on Nov. 3.

Sharon aims to scrap all 21 Gaza 
enclaves and four of 120 in the West 
Bank, while erecting a barrier around 
some larger West Bank settlements he 
deems strategically vital.

Washington has endorsed “disen­
gagement”, hoping it might put its “road 
map” plan back on track.

Sharon told the Likud legislators the 
Gaza pullout would be quick, even if 
phased.

Political sources close to Sharon said 
he intended to bring forward a cabinet 
vote authorising a start to evacuations to 
January from late February or March.

“Sharon’s intention is to finish all the 
legislative and security preparations by 
the end of this year, and put withdrawal 
to a cabinet vote early next year,” one 
confidant said. “The act of evacuating 
could begin shortly thereafter.”

Israeli rescue workers cover a body after bomb blasts ripped through two buses in the southern Israeli city of 
Beersheba August 31. The Palestinian militant group Hamas claimed responsibility for simultaneous suicide bomb 
attacks that killed 15 people aboard two buses in the Israeli city of Beersheba on Tuesday. REUTERS
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Equatorial Guinea judge 
suspends “mercenary” trial

MALABO, Aug 31 (Reuters) - A judge 
in Equatorial Guinea on Tuesday sus­
pended the trial of 14 suspected foreign 
mercenaries accused of plotting to over­
throw its president, saying more time was 
needed to investigate evidence from 
abroad.

“This trial has a clear international 
dimension. Many elements have devel­
oped outside, or far from the borders of 
Equatorial Guinea,” Judge Salvador 
Ondo Ncumu told the court.

The prosecution earlier asked for the 
indefinite suspension, saying new evi­
dence was coming to light every day 
from investigations outside the oil-rich 
former Spanish colony.

It pointed to the arrest last week in 
South Africa of Mark Thatcher, the 51- 
year-old son of former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, on suspicion 
of helping finance the plot.

“If we want a trial that will establish as 
much as possible what really happened, 
the court considers that it should grant the 
request of the prosecution,” the judge 
said.

Of the 14 foreign suspects on trial in 
Malabo, only one has admitted taking 
part in a coup plot: South African arms 
dealer Nick du Toit, for whom prosecu­
tors want the death penalty.

Du Toit has said the attempt was mas­
terminded by “financial people” wanting 
to install exiled opposition leader Severe 
Moto.

President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo has called it a conspiracy by 
foreign countries and firms and says 
investigators have found an elaborate 
web of payments to offshore accounts.

The government has requested interna­
tional arrest warrants for all those it sus­
pects, including Moto and London-based 
businessmen Eli Calil and Greg Wales.

However the judge said Equatorial 
Guinea had no control over the timing of 
investigations abroad which might have 
an impact on the trial, so it was best to 
suspend proceedings for now.

TAKEN AWAY IN CHAINS
Belinda du Toit sat outside the court, 

sobbing behind her sunglasses as her hus­
band was taken away: “I’m a little upset,

I don’t want to talk about this right now.”
Defence lawyer Fernando Mico said 

the suspects’ prison conditions must be 
changed, arguing that holding them any 
longer in their current state would be an 
infringement of their civil rights. He said 
the suspension could last for weeks.

“In the case of the Equatorial Guineans 
we request that they be freed on bail and 
in the case of the foreign detainees, that 
they should no longer be chained all the 
time for the duration of the investiga­
tion,” Mico told the court.

The judge said he would consider the 

request.
The suspects, who were in a sideroom 

when the judge suspended the trial, were 
taken off in military vehicles, the foreign­
ers’ hands and feet shackled, after the 
court adjourned.

“All the observers were shocked,” said 
one international observer who has been 
in court throughout the trial.

Apart from du Toit, the seven other 
South Africans and six Armenians being 
tried have denied all knowledge of any 
coup attempt, as have five Equatorial 
Guineans also on trial.

South African arms dealer Nick du Toit (L) stands in a court room in Malabo, 
August 27. On August 29, Equatorial Guinea’s efforts to prove that British 
businessmen, foreign firms and a cargo plane of burly fighters planned to 
oust its president hang on just one man as its trial of suspected mercenaries 
prepares to enter a second week. REUTERS

Villagers wail at Nepal 
hostage home after killing

A photo published on an Islamic groups’ website August 31, showing what appears to be men lying shot in a pit. An 
Iraqi militant group said it had killed 12 Nepali hostages and showed pictures of their throats being apparently slit on 
an Islamist web site on Tuesday. REUTERS

LELE, Nepal, Aug 31 (Reuters) - Jit 
Bahadur sat on the floor of his simple 
mud and brick house on Tuesday, 
weeping inconsolably after hearing his 
son was among a dozen Nepalis 
believed to have been murdered by 
their Iraqi captors.

Bahadur’s wife fainted when the 
family received a call at a public tele­
phone from a reporter saying their son, 
Ramesh Kadhka, and 11 other men 
taken hostage earlier this month in Iraq 
had been killed.

“Oh Lord, why have you kept me 
alive,” Kadhka’s father cried. His eld­
est son hugged him.

Scores of villagers rallied round the 
family to console them.

The Islamist Ansar al-Sunna posted a 
series of photographs showing the 
killing of the hostages from Nepal as 
well as a video.

The recording showed showed two 

masked men, one in camouflage, hold­
ing down a hostage. One of the men 
used a knife to behead the hostage and 
then held his head aloft. The other 
hostages were shown with bullet 
wounds in the head and back.

Nepal’s foreign ministry said it was 
trying to confirm the reports. The men 
had entered Iraq earlier this month to 
work as cooks and cleaners for a 
Jordanian company.

Kadhka’s family said it had relied on 
assurances by Nepal’s government that 
it would secure the release of the 12 
men.

“I was quite sure my brother would 
be released,” said Sudarshan who took 
the call from the reporter. “In fact, we 
were waiting for his return,” he sobbed.

Outside, nearly 100 villagers gath­
ered to console the family, whose house 
near terraced paddy fields is about 25 
km (16 miles) from the capital

Kathmandu.
Like hundreds of his fellow Nepalis, 

Kadhka was lured to the Middle East 
with the dream of making a fortune that 
could change his life.

Kadhka, the fifth of seven children, 
expected to make nearly 40,000 rupees 
($555) a month — six times what he 
would have made from his old job 
working in a restaurant in Kathmandu.

“When he was leaving, he said he 
would send money in three months in 
time to celebrate Dasain festival,” said 
Sudarshan, referring to one of the coun­
try’s biggest annual festivals.

Those hopes were shattered on 
Tuesday.

Village elders urged the family not to 
lose control of themselves.

“You have lost one son, you have 
others. They will take care of you,” said 
one villager to Kadhka’s 55-year-old 
father.

Invitation for Bids
Republic of Yemen 

Child Development Project

Water Pipes and it’s Accessories
Credit No. 3326-YEM 

Bid No. PCU/ICB/03/2004

1-This invitation for bids follows the general procurement notice for this project that appeared in UN 
Development Business No.555 of 31 March 2001.

2-The Republic of Yemen has received a credit from the International Development Association (IDA) 
toward the cost of the Child Development Project (CDP),and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this 
credit to payments under the contract for the supply of Water Pipes and it’s Accessories.

3-The Project Coordination Unit (PCU) now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for Delivery’s 13, 224 
Galvanized Pipes and 62,900 meter density polyethylene Pipe with it’s accessories.
Bids must be submitted with 100% of the items.

4-Bidding will be conducted through the international competitive bidding
Procedures specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, 
January 1995 (revised January and August 1996 and September 1997 and January 1999), and is open to all 
bidders from eligible source countries as defined in the guidelines.

5-Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the bidding documents at the 
Project Coordination Unit (PCU) of Child Development Project at the address below from 08:00 to 15.00 
hours.

6-A complete set of bidding documents in English language may be purchased by interested bidders on 
the submission of a written application to the address below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee of 
USD$ 50. The method of payment will be cash or bank transfer to the Central Bank of Yemen in Sana’a, 
account No.1076-0010235. The document will be sent by mail or Urgent post/Air carrier. In the latter 
case, the bidder will be charged for the additional cost.

7-Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 11:00 am on Saturday, 16 October 2004. All 
bids must be accompanied by a bid security of minimum 2.5 % of bid price. Late bids will be rejected. 
Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address below 
at 11:00 am on Saturday, 16 October 2004.

Child Development Project
Project Coordination Unit
Attn: Dr. Nafisa Al Jaifi, Project Director
Hadda District, behind of the Crown Hotel
Sana’a,Yemen
Tel: 967-1-426470 - Fax: 967-1-426457
E-mail: hcmcl@y.net.ye

mailto:hcmcl@y.net.ye
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Activists confront 

Republican 
convention delegates

NEW YORK, Aug 31 (Reuters) - 
Political activists in pig snouts protest­
ed over Halliburton’s controversial con­
tracts in Iraq on Tuesday, the start of a 
day of “direct action” against delegates 
attending the Republican convention in 
New York.

The protesters called the company 
“Hallibacon” and threw fake money up 
in the air outside a major Manhattan 
hotel targeted Halliburton’s breakfast 
for Texas Republican Party delegates.

Activists from the A31 Action 
Coalition have vowed an all-day series 
of nonviolent acts of civil disobedience 
including sit-ins and street theater to 
confront corporations and Republicans 
over the U.S.-led war in Iraq and other 
policies.

Critics say Texas-based Halliburton 
has been favored in winning up to $18 
billion in Iraq contracts because of its 
former ties to Vice President Dick 
Cheney, who ran the company from 
1995-2000 when he joined the race for 
the White House.

Halliburton strongly denies the

charge. Its workers in Iraq do every­
thing from delivering mail to U.S. 
troops to getting oil fields working 
again.

“They are piggish. They don’t care 
about human lives,” said protester Jodie 
Evans. “They are willing to risk the 
lives of our American soldiers and are 
willing to kill Iraqi soldiers just to get 
their money. ... They are raping a coun­
try.”

One protester had a sign that said, 
“Halliburton thanks the GOP.”

There were no arrests at the anti­
Halliburton protest.

Since last Thursday, 558 people have 
been arrested in demonstrations across 
the city to protest President George W. 
Bush, who will be nominated for a sec­
ond four-year term at the gathering. He 
will face Democratic candidate Sen. 
John Kerry of Massachusetts in the 
Nov. 2 presidential election.

Most protests have been peaceful, but 
the wild card this week are anarchists 
who have disrupted major gatherings in 
other cities in recent years.

Police arrest a protester in New York’s Times Square after a large demonstra­
tion against U.S. President George W. Bush’s policies August 29. REUTERS

Putin says link probed 
between al Qaeda, Chechens

SOCHI, Russia, Aug 31 (Reuters) - 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said on 
Tuesday investigators were probing a 
possible link between al Qaeda and 
Chechen rebels widely believed to have 
downed two passenger planes a week 
ago.

At a meeting with the leaders of 
France and Germany, Putin also defend­
ed Sunday’s election in the turbulent 
Chechnya region, which was denounced 
by rights groups as stage-managed, and 
by Washington and the European Union 
as seriously flawed.

Chechens had voted “with their feet” 
to stay in the Russian fold and finally 
find peace, Putin said. “The trace of the 
terrorists who still operate in Chechnya 
is confirmed again, in as much as one of 
the international terrorist organisations 
linked to al Qaeda has claimed responsi­
bility for carrying out the terrorist acts,” 
he told a news conference after talks 
with German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder and French President Jacques 
Chirac.

“This (claim) must still be proved by 
our security forces. But it is a fact that 
explosions occurred aboard two Russian 
airliners and if a terrorist organisation 
linked to al Qaeda has claimed responsi­
bility for this it confirms the link 
between specific forces in Chechnya and 
international terrorism.”

Last week an Islamist group calling

itself Islambouli made an Internet claim 
that its followers had brought down the 
two planes on August 24, killing 90 peo­
ple, to avenge the killing of Muslims by 
Russia in Chechnya.

Moderate Chechen separatists accused 
Russia’s special forces of spreading mis­
information and denied any link to the 
group.

Khaled Islambouli was an Egyptian 
army officer who assassinated Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat in 1981. He was a 
member of the Jihad group, part of which 
integrated into al Qaeda in the 1990s 
under Ayman al-Zawahri, the top aide to 
Saudi-born leader Osama bin Laden.

RUSSIAN UNITY
Putin, who sent Russian troops back to 

Chechnya in 1999 to cement his image 
as a strong leader ahead of his own elec­
tion, has repeatedly said “foreign terror­
ists” were driving a rebel insurgence in 
the region on Russia’s southern rim.

He told Chirac and Schroeder he 
would never allow Russia to splinter and 
its territorial integrity was beyond ques­
tion.

“What is important is that Russia’s 
position has been expressed clearly by 
Mr. Putin. A political solution is neces­
sary and that is what Russia wants,” 
Chirac said.

Both foreign leaders voiced support 
for the election where Putin’s man, Alu

Alkhanov won a landslide victory, 
thanks largely to a one-sided publicity 
campaign.

But the EU executive Commission 
condemned the poll.

“We were not ourselves observing in 
these elections but we have noticed per­
sistent reports that the day before yester­
day the presidential elections were nei­
ther free nor fair,” spokeswoman Emma 
Udwin said on Tuesday.

“And we will now press for early par­
liamentary elections in Chechnya, and 
for those elections to be held in a way

that can be regarded as free and fair,” she 
told a briefing in Brussels.

Human rights groups said the election 
amounted to an appointment from 
Moscow.

In his trademark brusque style, Putin 
cut off a French journalist who asked 
whether the election was fair.

Later he mounted a lengthy defence: 
“It is clear to us all that you cannot drag 
voters by force to a polling station ... 
When people don’t want to vote they 
stay away. This is of course is known as 
voting with one’s feet,” he said.

Russian President Putin, French President Chirac and German Chancellor 
Schroeder listen to journalists’ questions during a news conference after the 
talks at the presidential residence in Sochi Russian President Vladimir Putin 
(C), French President Jacques Chirac (L) and German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder listen to journalists’ questions during a news conference after the 
talks at the presidential residence in Sochi, August 31. REUTERS

Franco calls in Arab debts In Iraq hostage crisis
PARIS, Aug 31 (Reuters) - Faced 

with a hostage crisis in Iraq, France has 
called in its many debts in the Arab 
world to create an unprecedented front 
of Muslim opinion demanding that two 
French journalists held by Islamist radi­
cals be freed.

Groups as varied as the Arab League, 
the Palestinian Hamas guerrillas, Iraq’s 
Sunni religious leaders and Al Jazeera 
television’s leading Muslim preacher 
have all lined up behind Paris to demand 
the shadowy Islamic Army in Iraq 
release them.

Now racing through Middle Eastern 
capitals, Foreign Minister Michel 
Barnier is picking up support from Arab 
countries that France has courted for 
years in its determination to play a role 
in the region despite the far larger role 
of the United States.

This unprecedented chorus denounc­
ing the hostage taking reflects France’s 
bet that its long-time contacts among 
Arab leaders could create enough pres­
sure to win freedom for Christian

Chesnot and Georges Malbrunot, ana­
lysts say.

“France ... is trying to capitalise on 
the positive image it has in the Arab 
world, due to its support for the 
Palestinians and against the Iraq war, to 
win the support of public opinion and 
religious leaders,” said Middle East 
expert Gilles Kepel.

The French hostage taking has fright­
ened the region’s leaders because it has 
stoked power struggles within Islam 
itself, said Kepel, who teaches at Paris’s 
Institute of Political Studies.

“That’s why Islamic organisations 
have mobilised. They see this capture of 
French hostages as something very prej­
udicial to the Muslim world today,” he 
told France 2 television.

The kidnappers holding the two jour­
nalists have set Paris a Tuesday evening 
deadline to scrap a ban on Muslim head­
scarves in France’s state schools.

Antoine Sfeir, a Lebanese-French 
commentator, noted Paris had succeed­
ed in winning support from the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Islamist movement 
whose French allies have led the

protests against the headscarf ban.
“This was a first, a premiere,” he told 

Europe 1 radio.
Sfeir said Barnier’s trip was not just 

about winning statements of support. 
Both Egypt and Jordan, his first two 
stops, have contacts with Islamist radi­
cals in Iraq that could open a channel for 
talks between Paris and the captors.

Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat and the Hamas militant 
group have both backed Paris in the cri­
sis, as have Iraq’s top Sunni authorities.

Support also came from Sheikh 
Youssef al-Qaradawi, a leading religious 
authority in the Muslim world whose 
weekly programme on Al Jazeera televi­
sion has given him high visibility there.

This gave the green light for Muslim 
Brotherhood chapters in several other 
countries to support the French, Sfeir 
said.

France has rejected the captors’ 
demand that it revoke the law, due to 
come into effect when school reopens 
on Thursday.

Foreign Minister Michel Barnier ges­
tures during a news conference at 
the French embassy in Amman, 
August 31. REUTERS

Defiant Milosevic 
launches defence at trial
THE HAGUE, Aug 31 (Reuters) - 

Former Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic launched a spir­
ited defence at his war crimes trial 
on Tuesday, branding the case a “dis­
tortion of history” of the blood­
stained collapse of Yugoslavia in the 
1990s.

Milosevic, 63, was characteristi­
cally defiant as he opened his 
defence against charges of genocide, 
crimes against humanity and war 
crimes in Croatia, Bosnia and 
Kosovo months later than planned 
because of his deteriorating health.

Milosevic, who wants to call more 
than 1,000 witnesses, including 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and former U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in the 150 days allocated to 
him, stabbed the air with his glasses 
as he called the tribunal illegal.

“Accusations levelled against me 
are an unscrupulous lie and also a 
tireless distortion of history,” he told 
the U.N. court in The Hague. 
“Everything has been presented in a 
lopsided manner in order to protect 
those who are truly responsible.”

Looking relaxed and sitting with 
his legs crossed, Milosevic started 
his opening statement with a broad­
brush account of what he called “the 
violent destruction” of Yugoslavia.

The former Serb strongman, who 
has described himself as a peacemak­
er, accused the West, NATO, Kosovo 
Albanian drug gangs, Islamic mili­

tants and the Vatican of fuelling the 
break-up of the former Yugoslav fed­
eration at the end of the Cold War.

“A multi-ethnic, multi-confessional 
state was destroyed ... this constitutes 
the gravest international crime,” said

Milosevic, who was wearing a dark 
suit, pale blue shirt and red, blue and 
white striped tie.

“Hundreds of thousands of people 
were wounded and maimed. 
Thousands of people fled their 

homes, mostly Serbs.”

ANTI-SERB BIAS?
Milosevic has accused the court 

of inherent bias against him and the 
Serb people, saying it is designed to 
cover up NATO war crimes in 
Kosovo sponsored by the United 
States and Britain.

Quoting from historical texts dat­
ing back to the 19th century, 
Milosevic said he was the victim of 
ancient anti-Serb propaganda, 
which charged the Serbian people 
with an expansionist drive to create 
a “Greater Serbia”.

“It is in this institution that the lie 
of the Greater Serbia grew into a 
monstrous structure of unprece­
dented magnitude,” he said.

A small group of supporters 
demonstrated outside the tribunal 
waving a banner reading “Freedom 
for Slobodan Milosevic”.

Richard Dicker of Human Rights 
Watch was disappointed Milosevic 
had not addressed the charges lev­
elled against him.

“We are hearing an alternative 
view of history. We’re hearing noth­
ing about the specific charges,” he 
said. Prosecutors want judges to 
impose a defence counsel on

Milosevic despite his objections to 
make sure the most significant war 
crimes trial in Europe since top Nazis 
were tried at Nuremberg is not 
delayed again by his ill health.

Former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic stands in a court room of the war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands, Tuesday Aug. 31. Milosevic opened his 
defence case at the Yugoslav war crimes tribunal Tuesday, starting the long- 
delayed second half of his trial on charges of genocide and other war crimes in the 
Balkans. REUTERS

Australia boosts 
army with A$1 bln 

helicopter deal
CANBERRA. Aug 31 (Reuters) - 

Australia will spend A$1 billion ($700 
million) on 12 new troop-transport hel­
icopters to boost the counter-terrorism 
capabilities of its army, the conserva­
tive government said on Tuesday.

Prime Minister John Howard, mak­
ing one of his final spending announce­
ments before an Oct. 9 election, said 
Australian Aerospace would supply the 
MRH-90 helicopter.

Australian Aerospace is a subsidiary 
of Eurocopter, one of the five main 
players in the global helicopter industry 
and a unit of Europe’s EADS.

EADS is top stakeholder in a consor­
tium that builds the helicopter, a variant 
of the NH90 purchased by several 
European countries. Helicopter maker 
AgustaWestland also holds a stake.

Howard and Defence Minister 
Robert Hill said the new squadron 
would enhance counter-terrorism capa­
bilities by freeing up a squadron of 
Black Hawk helicopters to move to 
Sydney from north Australia to support 
special forces troops along the east 
coast.

“This will bolster not only the troop 
lift capacity ... but it will also release a 
squadron of Black Hawk helicopters to 
reinforce the Australian Defence 
Forces’ special forces,” Howard told 
reporters.

The deal was subject to the satisfac­
tory conclusion of negotiations with 
Australian Aerospace, he said.

Shares in EADS were down 1.19 per­

cent at 21.57 euros as of 1057 GMT, 
trailing Paris’s CAC-40 index.

AgustaWestland stakeholder 
Finmeccanica was off 0.4 percent at 
0.548 euro in Milan.

SECURITY CONCERNS
Hill said the transfer of the Black 

Hawk helicopters would better equip 
the special forces to respond to any ter­
rorist threat or incident.

The announcement came days after 
the government said it would create the 
most lethal force of fighter jets in 
Southeast Asia by equipping its aircraft 
with long-range cruise missiles, spark­
ing security concerns among its neigh­
bours.

Hill said the new helicopters would 
likely be assembled in the northern city 
of Brisbane, with the first aircraft deliv­
ered to Townsville in tropical north 
Queensland state in 2007 and the 
remainder by 2008.

He said the new squadron would 
increase the army's troop lift by more 
than half and would be purpose-built 
for amphibious operations.

The deal marks a second European 
win over U.S. defence rivals this year in 
Australia, where the MRH-90 was 
selected over the Black Hawk from 
Sikorsky.

In April, the Australian Ministry of 
Defence selected tanker aircraft to be 
built by Airbus Military, also a unit of 
EADS, over a rival bid from U.S. plane- 
maker Boeing Co.



8 2 September, 2004 Opinion
Words of Wisdom

There are newspapers that are owned and 
operated by the army, government, independ­
ent companies, political parties, special inter­
est groups, etc. In other words, the written 
media offers a variety of views and positions. 
But the state enjoys full monopoly over radio 
and television stations.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

“911”: rescue 
number of a 

Bush campaign

I
t was clear-cut from the very beginning of the 
Republican National Convention being held in 
New York City, that the main subject would be the 
9/11 incidents and the war on ‘terror’. Most 
Americans believe that perhaps this is the only 

way to give Bush an edge. As some democrats said. Bush 
is “acting on Americans’ fears of 9/11”.

But again, even in this sense, it is amazing to find that 
many Americans are willing to believe that the war on 
terror has made the world a safer place. It is ironic to see 
the contrast of the world’s view before and after 9/11. 
Before 9/11, there was less violence, less instability, and 
less hatred towards the USA. Today, the hatred level have 
reached a peak and terrorist threats and alarms have 
spread throughout the world.

What good has Bush’s war on terror done for humani­
ty?

In many cases, not only did the Bush administration’s 
method in fighting terrorism, cause more instability in the 
USA, but it also served as an excuse and a justification 
for other brutal regimes to do the same. So many coun­
tries have started applying the same means against their 
people and opposition groups in their countries, under the 
pretext of fighting terrorism.

It is fascinating to see the huge gap between the opin­
ion of the Bush supporters within the walls of the con­
vention’s building, and the people protesting outside. 
Each side is in conflict with the other and they hold total­
ly opposing views of Bush - they are completely polar­
ized.

Meanwhile, the majority of Arabs in the USA, and 
around the world, are totally against Bush and his cam­
paign for presidency. They claim he had betrayed them by 
launching the war on Iraq and his unconditional support 
for Israel.

It is also important to note here that Arabs think that the 
9/11 events have served Bush well, by making him a war 
hero, or as some like to refer to him as a “War time pres­
ident.” Therefore, they think that with the relatively weak 
performances of the national economy and in the admin­
istrative arena, the war on ‘terror’ may be Bush’s best bet 
for the presidency and 4 more years in office.

For many of those who lost their loved ones in 9/11, the 
Iraq war was far from relevant. Even though Bush cam­
paigners wanted a link between 9/11 to be confirmed, all 
indications contradict this fanciful theory. Hence, perhaps 
the war on Iraq is also not a strong factor to serve the 
president’s national image.

In conclusion, the magical number 9/11 may well serve 
a president who has achieved very little in his 4 years in 
office. In fact his record, of running up a record deficit, 
tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans, the greatest job 
losses since the Depression, frightening abuses of 
Americans’ civil rights and liberties, contempt for the 
Geneva Conventions, destruction of the environment, 
secret development of new nuclear weapons, and so on, 
leaves him little other choice!

That is why we all expect the heavy utilization of the 
“911” number, which is incidentally also the number of 
police emergency help in the USA. Perhaps it rightly 
refers to emergency assistance for Bush in such a critical 
time of his career.

But who knows? Perhaps assistance may still come for 
him! The Editor
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Administration and 
the principle of quality

By Ismail Al-Ghabri
Yemen Times Staff

T
he lingering questions that 
until now have not received 
adequate answers are: 
when will we see quality in 
the administration of 

Yemen? And when will there be admin­
istrative discipline?

Empty offices and vacant chairs, are 
an evidence of the negligence, apathy 
and the level of deterioration in the 
administration of most corporations. 
There are the so-called employees who 
have no clue who is the decision-maker 
at his or her corporation, employees 
who can not tell the legal status of 
one’s formal papers, whether you are in 
the right queue for the processing of the 
documents or not.

Many employees, at any corporation

or authority, have a misconception 
about the requirement of their atten­
dance and the absence of procedures at 
administrative offices. Many employ­
ees come just to prove that they show 
up for work, and others do not show up 
except on paydays. Many Director- 
Generals and undersecretaries have 
other private jobs, on the pretext that 
the government salaries are not suffi­
cient to cover the various utility bills.

The government has not come close 
to the treatment of this problem, or any 
other problem related to the living situ­
ations and conditions of citizens. May 
be because they are too hot and diffi­
cult to handle.

I hope that the mass media would 
embark on addressing this issue in 
order to stimulate those in the decision 
making circle, to pay more attention to 
administrative discipline, as it is a sov­
ereignty-related issue and it is inter­
connected with the life of every citizen. 
That would reflect the honesty and sin­

cerity of the state.
One of the unique causes behind the 

current deterioration of administration 
in Yemen is the lack of an effective and 
reliable mailing system between the 
state and its employees. Or, even 
through government offices in gover­
norates. The citizen must be able to 
meet the highest official at any corpo­
ration and authority.

The parliament must discuss the 
causes behind the absence of trust 
between citizens and the state adminis­
tration. The Ministry of Civil Services, 
through conferences and seminars, 
must seek and find solutions that would 
create and strengthen trust between the 
two sides. The country needs an admin­
istration revolution that would bring 
back trust between the state corpora­
tions and citizens. Otherwise, it would 
be very difficult, in the light of the cur­
rent level of apathy, negligence and 
deterioration, to build confidence and 
trust between citizens and the state.

The hallucinations of 
Eugenia

Globalization from the 
point of view of 
Muslims, should not neces­

sarily entail imitating others 
to the extent that we discard 
some of our sacred beliefs. 
Astrology, as the study of 
stars and planets, and relat­
ing that sense to how some 
people think they influence 
people’s characters and 
lives, can be heretical in our 
religion. This negative sense 
of the term has recently been 
adopted by Yemen Times.

Yemen Times has distin­
guished itself among other 
newspapers in Yemen as a 
favored source of news and 
useful information, and has 
been highly appreciated by 
the Yemeni intelligentsia. A 
part of its message that has 
to be maintained is to convey 
and express honestly the 
peculiarities of our culture. 
However, what Eugenia in 
her “the last word in astrolo­
gy” inculcates is against the 
broad lines of the Yemen 
Times message. The content 
of Eugenia’s words is utter 
nonsense, and leads to com­
mitting heresy by those 
unaware of the aftermath of 
believing her hallucinations. 
We are Muslims and our reli­
gion clearly states in the 
words of the prophet 
Mohammad (p.b.u.h) that 
“Whosoever approaches a 
foreteller and believes what 
he/she says, this implies that 
he/she rejects the prophet 
Mohammad’s message”. We 
all believe that solely Allah 
the Almighty knows what 
the future is. Foretelling the 
way Eugenia and others in 
several newspapers do is 
beyond the capacity of 
humans, and if somebody 
claims he/she can foresee 
people’s future, he/she is a 
liar. It is a very big sin as it 
endows humans with some 
of Allah’s special attributes.

Consequently, it is hoped 
that the prestigious newspa­
per (Yemen Times) will 
remain clean and will 
rethink tainting itself by pub­
lishing the distorted halluci­
nations of Eugenia and the 
like, which are alien to our 
society and our cultural 
norms.

Abdul Wahed Al-Zumor, 
Saadah 

lxpoliteness@yahoo.com

A question about marriage 
In response to recent arti­

cles about marriage in 
Yemen, I would like to ask 
this question. When a girl is 
forced to marry a boy and 
they never love each other, 
and they have one child after 
another, what is the solution?

If the girl would like a 
divorce, she will loose the 
children, and have to leave 
them with her husband, who 
in turn may not want them 
and so pass them onto anoth­
er member of his family to 
bring up or marry off and 
pocket any dowry money he 
makes from his daughters!
So does the girl in this type 

of marriage have any real 
way out? Now truthfully 
speaking, you have to be 
honest about this situation.
If you think this can never 

happen, don’t be silly, it has 
happened already!

Have you got figures on 
how many are living else­
where in the world? That 
would be interesting to 
know, i.e, how many in 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Britain, Sweden, USA etc.?

W. Maughan

The problem of 
Najaf was Sadr

I am responding to one of 
Al-Haifi’s recent editori­
als. The only problem in 

Najaf was Sadr himself.
Why does he need to fight 

from cemeteries and 
mosques which are Holy 
Sites? Why does he send 
hundreds of supporter’s to 
die needlessly? What are his 
goals? He uses the Holy site 
in Najaf as a cover for his 
power grab and he wants the 
interim government in 
Baghdad to resign. He 
wants to prevent a free elec­
tion in Iraq so he and his 
band can establish a theocra­
cy in Iraq and oppress those 
who oppressed him for 
years. He prevents his fol­
lowers from having good 
jobs and freedom, because 
they will not be his followers 
for long if he allows this to 
happen.

When is the bloodshed 
going to stop? The US mili­
tary, the American people 
and yes, even George Bush, 
want to remove all military 
forces from Iraq. The US 
has no interest in Iraq other 
than creation of a 
Democratic government, 
which can give the Iraqi peo­
ple an exciting chance for a 
new life. A life where they 
have good jobs, houses, and 
where the young men are 
busy at the university and 
not busy doing the bidding 
of men like Sadr. You keep 
seeing some sinister plot in 
this whole matter but you 
forget that the sinister figure 
was Saddam, the President 
who was allowed to murder 
hundreds of thousands of 
Arabs without so much as a 
complaint from the Arab 
world.

Every time you write one

of these inflammatory edito­
rials, you do a disservice to 
everybody reading it. Your 
continuous reference to 
Israeli activities in Iraq is 
just nonsense and is meant to 
raise people’s anger. Why 
don’t you stop the hatred and 
try and be supportive of the 
new Iraqi government, sup­
port free elections in 
January, and let the Iraqi 
people show the Arab world 
what can be done if people 
try to get along. The hate 
and killing must stop.

Byron Allen 
ballen@novoink.net

Where are the ancient 
great Yemenis?I am currently touring India 

was surprised to discover 
that there are many Yemenis 
living here in the southern 
regions. They are especially 
concentrated in Aurangabad 
and Hyderabad. What how­
ever saddens me, is that they 
seem to be living and work­
ing and know no higher pur­
pose, whereas I have always 
read about Yemenis leaving 
their land for the sake of 
Islam. Where are those great 
Yemenis of the past? 
This experience has also 
awoken in me a deep desire 
to research my own Yemeni 
background. I know that my 
origin is Yemeni and that our 
family name is “Rumani” 
but I would like more details 
which, due to the passage of 
time, is unavailable in my 
own family. I have read that 
there is the “Rumani” sub­
group of the “Sukoon” clan 
of Kindah tribe but 
“Rummani” can also mean 
pomegranate seller. I will 
really appreciate it if this let­
ter is published and hope that 
some reader may provide me 
with further information.

Sulayman ar-Rumani 
yuqanna@yahoo.co.uk

March against Bush

On August 29th the day 
before the US 
Republican National 

Convention in New York 
City, there will be a massive 
demonstration against 
George Bush and his war in 
Iraq. This is the second time 
since the invasion and occu­
pation of Iraq, that more than 
250,000 people will march 
in the streets of New York 
city, to say that Bush’s War 
is not their war. They will 
continue to demonstrate and 
say that the values and con­
stitution we hold dearly is 
under attack by an erosion of 
our civil liberties.

Americans do not want 
their country to turn into a 
police state. The march will 
go past the Madison Square

Garden the site of Bush’s 
convention and coronation. 
For the Yemeni readers who 
cannot demonstrate against 
Bush I urge them to white to 
Bush and ambassador Hull, 
to tell them that the USA 
should remove its troops 
from Arabian soil and let 
Arabs solve their own prob­
lems. See the United for 
Peace and Justice Web site 
for details about protests. 
(www.unitedforpeace.org)

Thomas Richard 
turbahtom@delphiforums.c 

om

Samer’s cartoons 
still too biasedI have become an avid 

reader on the Yemen 
Times. I find it has great 
coverage of the current 
events happening overseas 
in Yemen. I do, however, 
have one complaint. My 
complaint is about Samer’s 
cartoons. I noticed all of 
them are focused on bashing 
Israel and America, and the 
problems of these two coun­
tries. Before we look to bash 
other countries, Yemeni peo­
ple do have to admit, we 
have a lot of problems too.

Halymah T.
halawatigerlily@aol.com

A question to 
Customs Authority

I want to ask the Customs 
Authority why it takes my 
driver 5-6 weeks to renew 

the tax-free status of one 
c a r ? 
He has to do this every 6 
months so he spends two and 
a half to three months every 
year (the car is three years 
old) wasting his (and my) 
time. If the Customs 
Authority could also explain 
why the procedures are dif­
ferent each time, or could it 
be that someone is waiting 
for a ‘present’ to speed 
things up.

Mike A.

Sanaa Airport 
needs attention

I congratulate you on a 
great editorial on Sanaa 
Airport. You hit the nail right 

on the head. The airport 
should be a symbol of our 
country and is the first 
impression that a visitor 
gets. I have been out of 
Yemen for 10 Years now 
working in various countries 
in the world. I don’t think 
that I have been to one where 
the airport does not have 
some sort of remolding or 
renovations going on. It’s 
sad to know that something 
so important to our country 
can be so neglected.

Mohamed A Dobashi 
mdobashi@cmu.edu

COMMON
SENSE

By Hassan Al-Haifi

Insurgents 
or contract 
murderers?

T
he grisly murder scene of the 12 poor innocent 
Nepalese workers only reinforces the strong 
belief of this observer that there is a very evil 
force behind these murdering butchers that could 
not in anyway be tied to any spiritual inclination, 

least of which is Islam. No matter how much corny displays 
of attachment to Islam they seek to portray, these dubious 
groups appearing in Iraq and elsewhere, with different incrim­
inating association with Islam are proving more and more that 
they are part and parcel of a very mischievous drive to proj­
ect an ugly image of Islam-to generate hate against the 
Moslem world. Who are they? What are they really after? 
How is it that they are so easily able to move and operate in 
Iraq and elsewhere? Why is it that the “coalition” forces are 
not getting anywhere in pursuing them? In fact, are they real­
ly pursuing them? These groups have no discernible aim 
except to quench their thirst for blood and obtain a handsome 
reward for their ugly displays of sadism to serve the interests 
of the even uglier forces that solicit the services of these 
vagrants of death. These sadistic displays are horrific enough 
to arouse the disgust of any decent faithful Moslem and it is 
clear that these murdering thugs are unleashed almost in a 
systematic manner, to ensure that genuine Islamic causes are 
clouded and plastered with blood to remove any degree of 
credibility to their just and legitimate themes. Just look at the 
way they proceed with their crimes. How can the kidnapping 
of two innocent French journalists be logically tied to uphold­
ing the cause of freedom for Iraq, when all Moslems (regard­
less of the hijab ruling) know full well that the majority of the 
French people are quite sympathetic to most of the gripes that 
Moslems are challenged by from Palestine to Iraq. It only 
obviates the fact that these so called “insurgents” are deliber­
ately carrying out this act to embarrass the French and to “get 
them in line” with the so called conflict of civilizations, which 
the International Zionist Establishment is pursuing (see the 
Jerusalem Declaration of 2003; Common Sense article in YT 
Issue 762 August 9, 2004) against the Moslem World. The 
French people should be smart to realize that there is more 
than the hijab involved here and that Ariel Sharon is out to 
make life miserable for France. In essence these murderers 
are serving the Zionist drive to get the world divided into a 
western world led by the International Zionist Movement and 
the naive neo con establishment that is at the helms in 
Washington. The irrationality of the actions of these crimi­
nals could never be associated with Islamic fundamentals and 
surely are far from any efforts to liberate Iraq or serve Islamic 
causes.

One is truly astonished at the kind of displays of sadism 
that could never be justified by any cause. Who would want 
to be associated with these animals, except the evil clandes­
tine elements that stand behind them and guide them to such 
horrendous and senseless bloodletting? How can the cold 
blooded murder of 12 helpless Nepalese workers trying to 
make an honest buck to sustain their impoverished families at 
home be construed as part of Islam, when Islam has always 
proven to be the banner that advocated the cause of the mal­
content of the world? These murder gangs are contract killers 
out to define a new world of misguided westerners who are 
gullible to believe that such ugly displays of bloodletting are 
inseparable from Islam, to promote hatred against a Moslem 
world caught in disarray between their own helplessness and 
the demonic forces that stand behind these murdering thugs.

The observer has no other choice than to fully insist that 
these people are indeed part of a demonic force that has found 
in bloodshed vast avenues for quick wealth and domination of 
the world. We have a new world thrown before us in which 
evil, in all its manifestations has all the leeway to unleash its 
disregard for all that is sane and rational just so selfish arro­
gant ambitions can be fulfilled. But, no matter how hard these 
evil forces seek to villify the real magnificent social strengths 
of Islam and its humanitarian message, Islam will not be so 
easily overtaken. There are many westerners who have seen 
through the darkness that prevails in their midst and have 
openly protested the efforts of many of the evil institutions 
that have recently gotten the upper hand in their societies, 
which seek to propagate a conflict of civilizations that has 
nothing to do with bringing the world closer to peace and har­
mony. Thanks to the Internet, these people are letting their 
feelings felt about this monstrous drive to spread bloodshed 
around the world and to make death and bloodshed profitable 
enterprises. These true advocates for world peace and cohe­
sion are growing in numbers and are shouting to the world: 
“There are many of us in the West who detest what these cold 
blooded advocates of chauvinism and arrogance are seeking 
to do. We do not believe that Islam is anything like what these 
bogus organizations are seeking to project because we know 
who is behind them.” The monsters behind them they say, 
while claiming to be the Spartans against terror, are in fact the 
breeders of terrorism and sanctifiers of cold blooded murder 
everywhere. These same advocates, because of their relent­
less efforts to enlighten their fellow citizens, have also 
become victims of threats from dubious callers and many 
have in fact been subjected to great harm, let alone harass­
ment.

This observer has received several western enlightened 
correspondences from several advocates against such dubious 
efforts to promote world bloodshed and conflict so that man­
ufacturers of death can chum out their profitable weapons of 
death. These brave and unrelenting voices for the truth are 
saying to us, don’t worry Moslems, we know that there are 
those in our midst who wish to make you victims of their ugly 
ambitions. We even know who they are: the International 
Zionist Movement and the equally evil neo-con establishment 
that has set the venue for these ugly displays of death on a 
global scale. . Our sympathies go out to the families of the 
innocent victims of these death contractors, which Islam has 
no association with whatsoever. May God help us all.

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
mailto:lxpoliteness@yahoo.com
novoink.net
mailto:yuqanna@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.unitedforpeace.org
mailto:halawatigerlily@aol.com
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YT Business
USD 176 million worth,

Seventeen world companies compete 
for building an energy project

By Mahyoub 
al-Kamali
Yemen Times Staff

S
eventeen world com­
panies offered their 
bids in competition for 
winning the imple- 
mentation of a project 
for Building transformation sta­

tions and power transfer lines 
from the Gas Power Station in 
Mareb to Sana’a. The project costs 
$176 million in which the Arab 
Fund for Development contributes 
with $ 100 million.

The project aims at increasing 
capacity of the power network and 
increasing the power produced 
from additional generating 
sources at Mareb Station, in addi­
tion to transfer lines and new 
transforming stations.

The project includes building 
400-kilovolt power transfer lines 
and installation of a 200-km long 
double line for the transfer of 
power from Mareb to Sana’a. 
Technical studiers mention that 
the project would enable Yemen to 
move from the present 132-kolo- 
volt system to the world 400-volt 
system to avoid the drop of power 
voltage and to safely transfer the 
great influx of energy across long

distances exceeding 200 km.
The State Establishment for 

Electricity has completed all docu­
ments and statements demanded by 
the Arab fund for Economic and 
Social Development regarding the 
project of power connection 
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia.

The Establishment has agreed 
with the Saudi Electric Company on 
calling nine world companies quali­
fied for entering in tender for 
preparing the project and updating 
the previous study between the two 
countries as the Yemeni contribution 
to the study project amounts to $ 399 
thousand.

Yemen is waiting for results of a 
study carried out by a Djibouti con­
sultative team on the project of con­
nection between Yemen and 
Djibouti, expected to be concluded 
at the end of August 2004.

Power sources made it clear that 
that an American consultative com­
pany has already begun analyzing 
offers of the world companies for 
building a Gas-powered electric sta­
tion in Mareb with a capacity of 300 
MGW. The winner company in the 
bidding for the project would 
embark on its work at the beginning 
of next year and end building the 
project in 2006.

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial

Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 184.7800 184.9300
Sterling Pound 330.9900 331.2600
Euro 222.1200 222.3000
Saudi Rial 49.2700 49.3100
Kuwaiti Dinar 626.8000 627.3100
UAE Dirhem 50.3100 50.3500
Egyptian Pound 29.8000 29.8300
Bahraini Dinar 490.1100 490.5100
Qatari Rial 50.7600 50.8000
Jordanian Dinar 260.6200 260.8300
Omani Rial 479.9700 480.3600
Swiss Franc 144.0400 144.1600
Swedish Crown 24.2900 24.3100
Japanese Yen 1.6860 1.6874

Income-yielding projects
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Social Fund for 
Development and some 
governmental institutions 
exert great efforts for 
building income-yielding 

projects. The fund has recently termi­
nated a week full of activities imple­
mented for the small enterprises to pub­
licize programs of various funding car­
ried out in the governorates of Yemen 
for the purpose of benefiting from them 
in managing successful small projects.

Reliable sources told Yemen Times 
that the fund had reviewed local sam­
ples that had succeeded in running 
small enterprises with the aim of

encouraging innovation and develop­
ment of local industries as well as pro­
viding job opportunities and compari­
son between successful experiments 
and the possibility of generalization for 
other projects to realize positive and 
successful results.

The question is how to enable devel­
op income-yielding projects if majority 
of the people in the society are unable to 
build small projects due to their difficult 
financial circumstances. Segments of 
the society suffering from poverty say 
holding symposiums and seminars does 
only clarify role of the smaller funding 
in pushing the wheel of development. 
As for providing jobs for the unem­
ployed, the matter needs bigger support

in comparison with what is hoped for 
from small enterprises. These groups 
see that providing capitals for building a 
small project is the more important link 
in the series of steps needed for sup­
porting and financing family income.

The social fund for development 
however, encourages segments that are 
unable to benefit from traditional estab­
lishments of funding and to .run their 
projects according to their limited 
capacities along with offering support 
embodied by programs for funding sup­
ported by the fund. Thus, the small proj­
ects need first a support for the essential 
structure necessary for building them 
through money assistance offered to the 
poor groups.

Postal saving, partner with Tele Yemen

Communications 
add new services 
on the internet

Yemen Times Staff

T
he State Establishment for 
Cable and Wireless 
Communications is 
indulging in introducing 
new services on the inter­

net. The general administration is work­
ing on data in preparation for imple­
mentation of the additional service.

The new services include the intro­
duction of broadband internet system 
that would offer internet users with pos­
sibilities of browsing and speedy down 
loading of files as well as the use of 
telephone call and browsing internet at 
the same time.

There would be an introduction of 
hosting sites with technologies of (bhp 
and asp) with expansion of the hired 
international band in the world network 
by more than 155%. The previous post 
system has been replaced by the elec­
tronic post system due to the former 
system’s limited services and new pro­
grams with modern advantages have 
been introduced.

On the other hand, the government of 
Yemen has allowed the Post Saving 
Fund to be a partner of TeleYemen 
Company for international communica­
tion instead of the British Telegraph and 
Wireless Company with a percentage of 
5%. This investment partnership of the 
state authority of post, represented by

the saving fund, has been estimated at 
around $3.1 million out of the total 
value of the company’s assets.

According to the plans, through 
France Telecom operator, the company 
intends to modernize its services soon 
with a developed system of modern 
communications.

The government has entrusted the 
minister of communication with com­
pleting all legal procedures necessary 
for the post authority entering as a new 
partner of TeleYemen, as well as 
acceptance of forming the Arab 
Organisation for Information and 
Communication Technology, approved 
by the Arab Communication ministers.

مناقصه اعلان
 مشروع تنفيذ في رغبتها عن - العامة الإدارة - اليمنية النفط شركة تعلن

العامة. الادارة مبنى في وأجهزة( )برمجيات الشركة أعمال مككنة
 الشركة مبنى إلى التقدم المناقصة هذه في الدخول الراغبين الأخوة فعلى

 من نسخة لاستلام الثالث الدور البنوك مجمع في الزبيري شارع في الكائن
 المتقدم في ويشترط ترد لا $2000 وقدره رسم مقابل الفنية المواصفات

الآتي:
.يوما ٩٠ لمدة صالح %٢، ٥ بواقع ابتدائي ضمان احضار . ١
المفعول. سارية الضريبية البطاقة من صورة إرفاق . ٢
المفعول. سارية التأمين من صورة إرفاق .٣
اليمني. بالريال الأسعار تقدم . ٤
المجانية. الكفالة فترة تحديد . ٥
.للتنفيذ الزمنية الفترة تحديد . ٦
 يتم أن على إعلان أول نشر تاريخ من يوما 30 بعد المظاريف فتح سيتم .٧

م.٢٠٤/١٠/٢ بتاريخ الفتح
المهنة. لمزاولة التأهيل شهادة من صورة إرفاق .٨
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Hurdles to Education 
in Mareb and Jawf

By Hassan Saeed al-Zaidi
Yemen Times staff

M areb and Jawf 
provinces are 
remote areas. 
Primary and sec­
ondary education

is at the lowest levels in the country 
due to several factors, aside from 
the general condition of education 
in Yemen. Some reasons relate to 
the special nature of the two 
governorates, as well as the lack of 
higher education. There is also the 
problem of girls quitting primary 
and secondary schools.

Before proposing a plan, we 
should review the effects of the past, 
and diagnose the present situation, 
so that we realize fully the changes 
needed to ameliorate education in 
these two unfortunate provinces.

The past:
If we go back to detect the history 

of regular education in these areas, 
we will find that it began in the 
early 1980s, unlike other districts of 
Yemen which received educational 
services as early as the 1970s. This 
means that the adults of the 1980s in 
these regions, were not qualified, a 
fact which impacts on the current 
situation.

Nowadays, the environment is not 
conducive to high quality education. 
Therefore, we find that families who 
want to educate their offspring usu­
ally move to the capital city to 
ensure receiving a better education­
al service.

Besides, the primary and second­
ary school educational output of 
these regions does not live up to the

set standard, and this hinders high 
school graduates from joining uni­
versities. There are also social fac­
tors that add insult to injury.

Girl education in Mareb:
Girls in Mareb can be said to be 

deprived of education. They weren’t 
formerly provided access to educa­
tion until the 1990s, though there 
may be exceptions. Moreover, girls 
often join schools later during child­
hood because of the distance of 
schools.

They often do not continue their 
secondary school education because 
of marriage and other reasons.

Despite the effects of the past, the 
current reality of education in these 
regions, at the threshold of the third 
millenium, can be described as a 
disaster. The government represent­
ed by the Ministry of Education 
does not carry out plans to try to 
rectify the unfavourable legacy of 
the past. Actually, the existing plans 
of the ministry approach education 
in the two provinces precariously. 
Current educational policy does lit­
tle to avert inevitable disaster, start­
ing with the unjust distribution of 
teachers and books and ending with 
deprivation, and planned disregard.

The present educational condi­
tions can by no means create a sta­
ble and illuminated society, able to 
catch up with the continual develop­
ment of other regions. Tribesmen 
still put a high price on force as a 
concept inherited from their fathers, 
and this brings about yet other stum­
bling block in the way of develop­
ment in this area, which is rich with 
a civilized heritage and natural 
wealth.

We should feel that what is being

done now does not provide the 
means to sufficiently qualify locals 
to take up the responsibilities of 
advancing their area.

Although, the people partly con­
tribute towards the problem, since 
they can aid or hinder projects, this 
does not exempt the government 
from its duty of better equipping 
them to do so. It is clear that its poli­
cies neither promote improving the 
level of education, nor accommo­
date measurements that facilitate 
people from Mareb and Jawf joining 
higher education.

The following are some reasons 
for lower levels of education in 
the Mareb and Jawf regions:

A lack of educational staff need­
ed for primary schools.
No colleges in the provinces, a 
fact which prevents many high 
school graduates from joining 
universities since they can not 
afford to study in main cities.
A lack of vocational training 
institutes.
No scholarships for graduates 
from these two provinces.
The inefficiency of educational 
administration in the gover­
norates.
Appointing teachers in primary 
school education with only high 
school certificates, and in recent 
years, the ministry did not pay 
attention to training them.
Constructing schools not 
according to a well-studied plan 
for society, but according to 
influence of sheikhs, resulting in 
a waste of time and effort.
No administration to study the 
condition of female education, 
nor investigate the reasons for

their quitting school, as well as 
solutions to this problem.
Lax controls, and on many occa­
sions, deliberate facilitation of 
cheating at exams, and register­
ing students from other gover­
norates in local schools so that 
they can get certificates and pos­
sibly scholarships at the expense 
of local students.

Suggested solutions:
Organizing training courses for 
teachers on methods of teaching 
at various educational stages.
Establishing a community col­

lege.
Establishing agriculture and 
mineral colleges.
Establishing well-equipped 
schools in the centers of districts 
for boys and girls separately.
Establishing a newspaper con­
cerned with education and 
awareness programs so that neg­
ative phenomena in local com­
munities is spotted and gets 
addressed.
Training courses for administra­
tive leaders.
Establishing specialized techni­
cal institutes.

Allotting a certain number of 
scholarships for students from 
Mareb and Jawf in different spe­
cializations, and removing 
obstacles that might obstruct 
them from joining universities. 
Providing vehicles for transport­
ing young students to and from 
school.
Providing computer and lan­
guages services at schools in 
district centers for the summer 
vacation.
Establishing a department 
responsible for encouraging 
girls to continue their education.

In some schools pupils are forced to sit on ground for lack of desks

DOVE ENERGY, YEMEN
Offer our condolences and sympathy to

Aziz Al-Ashtal 
On the death of his brother, 

Abdullah Saleh Al-Ashtal
Who died in New York on 26th August, 2004 

We also express our condolences to the family of 
Abdullah Saleh Al-Ashtal 

in their time of loss
On behalf of all the staff of Dove Energy



Health 2 September, 2004 11

The oral & dental 
conditions of the people 

of Ibb governorate
Dr. K.I.MOHAMMED 
AL-NOUD HOSPITAL 
DENTAL DEPT

D
uring my work as a 
dental & oral sur­
geon in the dental 
clinic of A1_NOUD 
hospital in the Ibb 

governate, I had collected many 
notes about the general oral & den­
tal conditions & the DMF index 
from the patients who had attended 
the clinic during that period of 
time.

1. There was a high incidence of 
fluorosis ranging from mild, to 
moderate 

and severe.
2. There was a high incidence of 

tooth decay (despite the high 
incidence of fluorosis!) especial­
ly the posterior teeth (upper & 
lower molars); and the majority 
of the cases of decay are of class 
V

3. Oral hygiene was generally poor. 
Most of the patients have chronic 
periodontitis associated with 
teeth mobility.

4. As for the condition of other soft 
oral tissues, I had noted that there 
was a high incidence of swelling 
in cheek mucous especially near 
the retromolar region; and also 
there was a high percentage of 
patients with dry mouth and fis­
sured, dry lips. ’

I blame all these problems that I 
have mentioned above on many 
factors such as:

The habit of qat chewing, which 
is a national epidemic. This plant 
has many pharmacological com­

pounds such as Ephedrine, 
Amphetamine & Atropine.

The traditional way to chew qat, 
is to collect the pulp in the 
vestibule space between the poste­
rior teeth and the check. People 
keep the leafs of the plant after 
chewing them in that place for 
many reasons, e.g. the slow release 
of the qat substances and the possi­
bility of absorption that occur 
through the oral mucous. Another 
reason is a psychological satisfac­
tion that is gained through this 
process. Also many people drink 
sweet drinks or sometimes alcohol. 
The stagnation of the sugar con­
tained in the drinks will give the 
chance for bacterial fermentation of 
the sugar and the occurrence of 
decay and other related pathologi­

cal conditions. In addition there is 
the destructive irritating effect of 
alcohol due to its cytotoxicity.

The second factor is low level of 
dental & oral education; patients 
are rare who have a sense of dental 
and oral hygiene, and those who 
brush their teeth are likewise very 
few.

There is an old tradition of teeth 
brushing with Meswak, but 
although it has some favorable 
mechanical cleaning effect, it is not 
a sufficient measure, especially 
nowadays when you can buy sever­
al kinds of soft ready made foods 
and a huge variety of sweets, espe­
cially chocolate and other sticky 
foods.

The last factor is heavy smoking, 
which is a well-known problem.

Motorcycles plague 
Hodeidah

By Abdulwahab A. Al-Sofi 
Abdulwahab_alsofi@yahoo.com

J
ust as locusts wipe out many 
agricultural crops in Africa 
nowadays, so motorcycles in 
Hodeidah city destroy people 
instantly. Day by day, the more 

motorcycles increase in the city, the 
more accidents happen. Most accidents 
that occur in the city - if not all - are 
caused by motorcycles.

It is impossible to go to any private or 
public hospital without finding patients 
hit by motorcycles. Moreover, we don’t 
find any family in Hodeidah city, but, a 
member of the family has been exposed 
to a motorcycle accident. This is aside 
from the pollution to the atmosphere and 
the disturbance all day and night that 
motorcycles cause.

The noise, which is caused by the din 
of motorcycles has a bad effect on our 
hearing. Therefore, many people settled 
in the city may have become a little deaf. 
It is a worrisome noise. Hodeidah has 
become a bad city, in which it is difficult 
to live. What causes astonishment is that 
any useful debate pertaining to the mat­
ter, doesn’t get any response of those 
responsible in the city, claiming that 
those huge numbers of motorcycles are 
considered to be a main resource of 
many families livelihood. They forget 
the dire consequences of these machines.

This is because they don’t have any 
foresight. There are enormous numbers 
of motorcycles spread in all roads. They 
are triple the number of other vehicles. I 
think, with no exaggeration, there is a 
motorcycle in every home in Hodeidah 
city. There are more than 15,000 units of 
motorcycles in the city, imagine how 
much pollution and din in the city they 
produce. Every day and night motorcy­
cle accidents happen and victims suffer 
broken limbs, and unfortunately, many 
others die.

We all are suffering from too many 
motorcycles. Many are so frightened and

scared that they can’t even walk on the 
pavement safely. We often cannot deter­
mine which direction a motorcycle is 
coming from, and so have no chance to 
escape or avoid an accident but we 
invoke Allah to protect us from. In the 
name of so many sufferers in Hodeidah 
city, I appeal the Minister of Interior 
through your prestigious newspaper 
Yemen Times, to get a real salvation and 
to stop this danger, which threatens the 
people of Hodeidah day and night.

Mr. Minister of Interior, I would like 
to bring to your notice the fact that 
motorcycle accidents in Hodeidah 
streets are increasing, and are leading to 
a real calamity. Motorbikes are causing a 
great inconvenience to people, civiliza­
tion and pollution to environment.

It is also an uncivilized phenomenon. 
Motorcycles in Hodeidah city have 
evolved from being transportation tools 
into being killer machines. We also 
invoke Allah to inspire our responsible 
leaders to rescue us from the dangers of 
motorcycles.

We really suffer from these accidents. 
Our children are expose to serious acci­
dents by motorcycle. A year has not yet

completed since a motorcycle crashed 
my child and broke his leg. He is still 
lame. Two weeks ago another motorcy­
cle hit me and I seriously injured in my 
left leg. As a result of that, I went to the 
hospital.

I entered the hospital through the 
causality Department where painful 
sights met my eyes. All the patients were 
emergency cases, which were caused by 
motorcycles accidents. There, I saw 
some children crashed by motorcycles 
were so seriously injured that they 
couldn’t eat or smile and I felt really 
sorry for them.

There is no hospital to visit in the city 
but you find patients with injuries result­
ing from motorcycle accidents. We face 
an actual catastrophe.

We need a succor of our minister of 
interior. He should quickly deliver his 
instructions to whom it may concern to 
vacate Hodeidah city of the motorcycle, 
before the problem develops into more 
disasters.

Traffic officials must be strict and 
firm to stop this dangerous phenomenon 
before more of us meet misfortune. A 
word to the wise is sufficient.

Condolence
The Management and Employees of 

Yemen Hunt Oil Company 
& Jannah Hunt Oil Company 

Convey their sincere condolences and deepest sympathy to

A’azal Al-Ashtal 
and to the whole family 

on the death of 

Abdullah Saleh Al-Ashtal, 
Yemen’s former Ambassador to the United Nations, 

who passed away on Thursday, 26 August 2004.

تعزية
وموظفو مدراء يتقدم وقدره الله بقضاء مؤمنة بقلوب

للنفط اليمنية هنت شركة
 للنفط جنة هنت وشركة
 إلى المواساة وصادق العزاء بخالص

 الأشطل العزيز/آزال الأخ
 جميعا الأشطل وآل

 تعالى الله بإذن له المغفور وفاة في

الأشطل لهلعبدا السفير
 المنية وافته الذي المتحدة الأمم لدى السابق الدائم اليمن ندوب

به. الم مرض اثر ٢٠٠٤ أغسطس ٢٦ الخميس يوم

mailto:Abdulwahab_alsofi@yaltoo.com
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Main headlines
- World Bank Acting Director: We moni­

tor the public spending from the 
Yemeni budget

- The government approves issuing 
passports of sophisticated qualities

- The Palestinian ambassador to 
Yemen:

- American Zionist policy behind death 
of the peace process in the region

- Fish wealth minister: Rules organizing 
fishing based on integrated vision link­
ing production to services

- Yemen determined to close all pend­
ing files with London, open spacious 
horizons for relations between the two 
countries

- U.S. Pentagon decides allocation of $ 
500 million to support militias in the 
Horn of Africa and Arab Peninsula

- Imamate & secessionist forces to 
launch a TV channel in London with 
programs beamed against the home-

land
- Thirty-eight charitable societies 

formed a cover for activity of the 
“Believing Youth”

- Fate of insurgent al-Houthi is still 
unknown

- Principles of democracy and human 
rights, part of school curricula begin­
ning from present academic year

- Houthi and Hattar brothers killed, 
Hunt down operation expanded, con­
flicting news on al-Houhi’s fate

- Politicians in Hadramout: 
Comprehensive reform requires politi­
cal will

- Following the arrest of chairman and

members of the Students Union,
- Large-scale condemnation of sup­

pressive practices in Mahweet
- More victims in Sa'ada
- Court issues verdicts against persons 

accused of Limburg incident
- In commemoration of its foundation,
- The GPC holds a discussion seminar
- Yemeni girl students reap first places 

in secondary school final examina­
tions

- In the World Youth Festival,
- The Yemeni delegation forces the 

Zionist delegation withdraw fro the 
Festival

- Hunt: Indicators of damage rise
- Saudi activity in Asia to alert Yemen 

against drugs
- President Saleh: We look forward to a 

British-European effective role to push 
forward peace process in the region

- Initialing an agreement on declaring 
Yemeni-British partnership

- Iraq’s foreign minister visits Sana’a 
this month

- U.S. Assistant Secretary of State vis­
its Yemen

- Millions plundered in Al-Mahweet, 
unreal projects in Al-Jawf

- Scores of fishermen poisoned in 
Hudeida

- Confrontations with al-Houthi and 
Razzami followers extend from Mran 
to Hamzat, Razamat, Sha’fia and 
Nashour

- Yemen seeks to attract British invest­
ments in the Free Zone and mineral 
wealth

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the 
Nasserite Unionist 
Organisation 24 
August 204.

Main headlines
- Murder crime shocks the city of Ibb 
- Sea pollution threatens fish wealth 
- NUO’s delegation meets Arab Youth 

delegations in Barcelona
- Tens of citizens detained in Taiz and 

Aden
- Demand for allowing lawyers take 

part in specialized prosecution com­
mittee

Columnist Annas Ali says two weeks 
before an official source announced 
that the military operations in Sa’ada 
had to their end, adding the govern­
ment forces would in 24 hours control 
all hideouts and strongholds of al- 
Houthi and his followers. More than 
14 days elapsed on the statement and 
fire is still causing the death and 
wounding of tens of people every day.

Recently, government troops 
launched a fierce attack on al-Houthi 
strongholds in Mran, Shafia, Nashour 
and Hamazat and reliable sources 
affirmed that those battles were as the 
fiercest that took place in the past 
weeks and left tens of killed and 
wounded most of them from tribes of 
Hajour and Usaimat whom the govern­
ment had driven to those battles. The 
bleeding of blood continues and vic­
tims are increasing in number and only 
the homeland and its sons are to sustain 
the results of the war.

Al-Isbou weekly, 26 
August 2004.

Main headlines
- Issue of those accused of Limburg 

incident ended
- Smuggling Yemeni children become 

a public issue
- Social Fund for Development sup­

ports small enterprises
- Aden Gulf platform to be expanded

- Japanese grant for waters in the 
countryside

Columnist Ma’ath al-Ashaby says 
the most prominent remark in the 
progress of the relationship between 
Yemen and the GCC states is the insis­
tence of the latter to have this course of 
relationship take a unilateral way. 
Yemen continues in launching initia­
tives while there is no response on the 
other side. At the beginning of August 
2004, the Yemeni government 
announced unilaterally the abolishing 
of entry visa for the GCC citizens, pro­
ceeding from depth of the relationship 
and brotherly bonds between Yemen 
and the sisterly Gulf states. Some 
Yemeni government sources mentioned 
that the latest decision is similar to a 
one taken a few years before with a 
pre-arrangement and only came as a 
unilateral initiative and up to now it has 
not received any reaction from the Gulf 
states. The Yemeni government can 
present its initiative under justifications 
such as opening wide fields of cooper­
ation with the GCC and give a new 
dynamism to activate the relations of 
cooperation with the GCC. Another 
reason it can be said it may give evi­
dence on Yemen’s adherence to the pol­
icy of good neighbourhood but the 
GCC countries that ignored the Yemeni 
initiative are far from changing their 
policy towards Yemen and there is no 
sign of their action in an initiative par­
allel to that of Yemen. The broad hori­
zons of cooperation the GCC countries 
understand is that taking the form that 
provides for them customs and taxation 
exempts resulting from establishment 
of a free trade zone with Yemen. They 
realize that the decision is a political 
affair concerning the Yemeni authori­
ties but its announcement should not be 
a surprise one from one side. It should 
be taken after discussing it by con­
sulate committees composed of experts 
representing both sides and since such 
a discussion has not taken place they 
see it enough to just be heedless 
towards such an initiative.

Al-Sahwa weekly 26 
August 2004.

Main headlines
- Government confirmations on eco­

nomic growth deterioration
- Threats to the government on vote of 

non-confidence, PM is having sum­
mer vacation

- Because of levying new taxes , 
Abyan authorities arrest trucks driv­
ers

- An armed gang arrested in Hudeida 
- Sudanese ambassador at the

Strategic Studies Center: The 
Yemeni and Arab stand in supporting 
Sudan was distinguished

Columnist Zaid al-Shami says in an 
article the cause of Palestine has 
remained the first central issue of the 
Arab and Islamic nation during the past 
fifty years. Despite of the Zionists, 
under an unlimited international sup­
port, have built a state and imposed it 
by force and oppression, continuation 
of resistance on the Palestinian land 
and the Arab and Islamic rejection 
remained as a proof that the cause 
would not be de;deleted by the passage 
of time or by the imposition of the fait 
accompli. The Palestinians are still sac­
rificing their blood and offering victims 
in defense of their right and sanctities 
of their nation. The many stabs and 
aggressions on the Arab nation have 
negatively affected the Palestinian 
cause as there are many wounds bleed­
ing in Iraq, Afghanistan, Chechniya, 
Kashmir and others.

Thirty-five years have passed since 
the incident of setting fire to the Aqsa 
Mosque n 21 August 1969 and that was 
a big incident but the reaction was 
rather limited. Diggings and acts of 
sabotage continued around the mosque 

and the Zionists voices rose by men­
tioning that the “state of Israel” would 
have no meaning without the Temple 
and no meaning of the Temple with the 
existence of the Aqsa Mosque. 
Nowadays we hear about new threats 
against the mosque aimed at demolish­
ing it or to cause explosions round it so 
that they would lead to its collapse. The 
state of the Zionist entity feign to 
showing fears about those threats as if 
it is not involved in them or not able to 
prevent that conspiracy. The Arabs and 
Muslims should not forget the deep 
wound of Palestine and the Palestinian 
cause has to be always alive in the 
souls and the resistance must be sup­
ported always.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of the General 
People’s Congress 23 
August 2004.

Main headlines
- GPC observes it 22nd foundation 

anniversary
- President Saleh’s talks with British 

PM Blair tackle bilateral relations 
and situation in Iraq and Palestine

- State minister al-Kuhlani: Ministries 
interference in the capital secretariat 
work hindered our application of 
local authority law

- Fact-finding committee for smug­

gling children appeals to organisa­
tions and forces to encounter the 
phenomenon

- Precautionary security measures to 
curb stealing mobile phones

Columnist Iskandar al-Asbahi says 
in his article Yemen can offer satellite 
information radiating good quality and 
impose the increasing importance and 
great influence of this activity on 
today’s societies. In addition to provid­
ing technological facilities, there must 
be a provision of a guarantee for a high 
quality media and information pro­
gram’s influx. This needs new media 
administration compatible with neces­
sities of information.

There are for instance around 200 
Arab satellite channels but very few of 
them capture interest of the Arab audi­
ence. Media studies reveal that satellite 
news channels like Al Jazeera and Al 
Arabiya come at the forefront of Arab 
Channels in that they have presented a 
new model and style of Arab informa­
tion unfamiliar to the Arab information 
regarding the balance in news coverage 
and issues tackled by them as well as 
commitment to professional criteria.

The current situation of Arab media 
system as a whole has to be reconsid­
ered so that to keep in pace with the age 
and responds to its challenges.

VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites Yemeni 
Nationals to apply for the following position to work with the project 
“Modernization of the Justice Sector in Yemen”.

Project Assistant
Duties & Responsibilities
• Assist the CTA in the discharge of his duties
• Liaise with the implementation teams in the pilot courts
• Act as a central liaison point for the Project team in communicating on a day to day 

basis with the stakeholders, government, and non- government institutions
• Liaise with the relevant UNDP staff on project expenditures, equipment and personnel 

matters as required
• Compile and prepare background materials, briefing notes for meetings and monitoring 

exercises.
• Plan and organize for all meetings and prepare and disseminate minutes of the 

meetings
• Provide translation and interpretation services if and when required
• Compile and document press clippings and media information related to the Project
• Assist project team members with secretarial and clerical work functions as 

appropriate, including preparing for brochures and pamphlets and making 
arrangements for training courses, seminars and missions.

• Draft simple and routine correspondence. Make copies of important documents/letters 
and keep for filing distribution when required.

• Maintain project records, reports, work plans, reference files on various subjects, 
manuals and documentation

• Maintain updated inventory records
• Perform other duties as required

Qualifications
• Possess university degree or equivalent preferably in law or legal profession
• Excellent command of English and Arabic
• Excellent communication skills
• Proficiency in standard computer softwares (Microsoft Word, Excel and Power Point) 

and ability to use the Internet
• 5 years of experience in administrative and project management

Interested candidates who have the necessary qualifications and background for the above 
mentioned position may submit their applications by mail to Human Resources Unit and 
response will only be made to short listed candidates.

UNDP, P.O.Box 551 Sana’a/Fax: 448841/E-mail: (registr.ye@undp.org)
The deadline for receiving applications is Saturday, 11 September 2004

For further details of our vacancies you may visit our website at:
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm

VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Volunteers Programme (UNV) invites Yemeni Nationals to apply for 
the following position:

Administrative Assistant
Duties & Responsibilities
1. Personnel-related matters:
• Maintains personnel files of all UNV-specialists assigned to the country, ensuring that all 

correspondence and periodic reports are properly kept.
• Keeps records of the contractual status of all serving volunteers and flags to UNV Programme Officer 

follow-up actions on post extensions, renewals, and replacements.
• Maintains up-to-date leave records, and ensures that all UNV-specialists submit their leave requests 

well in advance to the UNDP office.
• Receives medical insurance claims from UNV-specialists for the UNDP Administrative Officer’s 

signature, and forward these claims to the Van Breda Insurance Company.
• Ensures that inventories of personal effects of UNV-specialists are compiled, updated, and sent to 

UNV headquarters in a timely manner

2. Logistical Support:
• Ensures, in co-operation with the UNDP office, that all UNV-specialists arriving for the first time in 

country are met and accommodated.
• Accompanies UNV-specialists, if requested to do so by the UNV Programme Officer, to visit 

houses/apartments proposed for permanent accommodation.
• Assists UNV-specialists in opening bank accounts, as well as in completing various forms required to 

obtain residence permits, driving licenses, etc.
• Maintains inventories of all UNV-supplied non-expendable equipment, as well as stock-record cards 

for all items purchased for UNV-specialists or UNV-executed projects.
• Prepares, when required, in consultation with project manager and/or the UNV Programme officer, 

travel authorizations for UNV-specialists in connection with their duty related travels within the country.
• Collects travel claims from volunteers, checks for completeness, and forwards them for settlement to 

UNDP finance section.

Other Responsibilities:
• Drafts and types correspondence, including memoranda and notes for file.
• Performs other functions as may be assigned by the UNV Programme Officer related to the 

developing and administering of the UNV programme.

Qualifications
• University degree in business administration, management or accounting.
• At least five years experience in secretarial/administrative functions, preferably within the UN system.
• Fluency in Arabic and good commend of English.
• Good skills in Microsoft word, Excel, access and PowerPoint are essential.

Interested candidates who have the necessary qualifications and background for the above mentioned 
position may submit their applications by mail to Human Resources Unit and response will only be made to 
short listed candidates.

UNDP, P.O.Box 551 Sana’a/Fax: 448841/E-mail: (registry.ye@undp.org)
The deadline for receiving applications is Saturday, 11 September 2004

For further details of our vacancies you may visit our website at:
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm

mailto:registrv.ve@undD.org
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm
mailto:registry.ye@undp.org
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm
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Safin suffers while Henin-Hardenne survives

NEW YORK (Reuters) - A 15-year- 
old newcomer had defending champion 
Justine Henin-Hardenne on the run at the 
U.S. Open Tuesday and an experienced 
campaigner put paid to former winner 
Marat Safin.

Top-seeded Henin Hardenne beat 
Czech qualifier Nicole Vaidisova 6-1, 6- 
4 but the score failed to tell the whole 
story of a match that almost got away 
from the top seed.

Russia’s Safin could not pull his game 
round, however, falling 7-6, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 
to Sweden’s Thomas Enqvist, 30, in a 
tough first-round draw for the 13th seed.

It was the 2000 champion’s earliest 
exit from the tournament for six years.

“I’ve not got enough confidence to 
beat these guys at the moment, coming to 
a tournament like this without any confi­
dence is a little bit tough,” said a gloomy 
Safin. “To be honest I’m not feeling very 
happy with myself.”

After breezing through the first set in

17 minutes Olympic champion Henin- 
Hardenne dropped 4-1 behind in the sec­
ond against an opponent reveling in per­
forming on the big stage for the first 
time.

Normal service was resumed when 
Henin-Hardenne came back to win five 
consecutive games but she admitted 
afterwards the teen-ager, who won her 
first WTA tournament in Vancouver ear­
lier this month, had proved a big sur­
prise.

“I started to sleep a bit at the start of 
the second set and she started to play bet­
ter, I wasn’t ready for it,” said the 22- 
year-old Belgian who returned from a 
debilitating virus to claim the gold medal 
in Athens.

“She was pushing me and I knew it 
could go to a third set if I didn’t stay 
calm.”

PLEASANT SUNSHINE
Despite more comfortable weather

conditions, with the humidity of previous 
days replaced by pleasant sunshine, there 
were plenty of empty seats in the stands 
as fans geared up for Andy Roddick’s 
opener later on Arthur Ashe Court and 
the first appearance of Wimbledon cham­
pion Maria Sharapova.

The early arrivals did see several 
men’s seeds in action, including number 
five Tim Henman who came through a 
topsy-turvy five-setter against giant 
Croatian Ivo Karlovic.

Henman, the only British player left in 
the draw, squandered two points for a 
two-sets-to-love lead before falling two 
sets to one behind and in danger of a sec­
ond successive first-round exit at 
Flushing Meadows.

But despite being aced 39 times by the

6-foot-10 Karlovic, Henman refused to 
buckle and came through 7-6, 6-7, 4-6, 6- 
4, 6-4 in three hours, 37 minutes.

Double Olympic gold medallist 
Nicolas Massu of Chile maintained his 
hot streak, blasting away Jose Acasuso of 
Argentina for the loss of just six games.

Thailand’s Paradom Srichaphan also 
cruised into the second round, coming 
from a set down to beat Victor Hanescu 
of Romania 4-6, 6-4, 6-1, 6-1.

In the women’s singles home favorite 
and fifth seed Lindsay Davenport racked 
up her 18th consecutive victory with a 6- 
4, 6-0 defeat of Slovakia’s Lubomira 
Kurhajcova while Russia’s Anastasia 
Myskina, the French Open champion, 
crushed Ludmila Cervanova 6-1, 6-0 in 
42 minutes.

Marat Safin of Russia reacts after a missed point against Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden during their match at the 2004 U.S. Open in New York August 31. Reuters

Pencak Silat sets its boots in Yemen
By Fahmia Al-Fotih
Yemen Times Staff

U
nder the patronage of 
Mr. Abdurrahman Al- 
Akwa’a, the minister of 
Youth and Sport and the 
head of the Olympic 
Committee, along with the Yemeni gen­

eral federation of Pencak Silat, conclud­
ed on Saturday 14th August, a training 
course at the Olympic Center.

Abdullah Al-Kebsi, deputy secretary­
general of the Olympic Committee, told 
the Yemen Times, “Actually, Pencak 
Silat is a new game in Yemen and we are 
trying to find a venue for it in Yemen.

Pencak Silat is very important game that 
has been recognized by Olympic 
Committee since 2003. We are planning 
to make more workshops and training 
courses in a number of governorates so 
as to have a tangible presence and wider 
participation.”

Mohammed Al-Faqih, the head of the 
Yemeni Pencak Silat association, told 
YT also “The running of this training 
course comes within the concerns of the 
Olympic Committee. We hope that this 
new game will take root and spread in 
Yemen as it benefits the youth both 
physically and intellectually. The games 
in general are the means to create a gen­
eration armed with values, traditions 
and principles and the education.”

He concluded, “We hope to expand 
our participation at the Arabic and inter­
national level.”

The trainees were awarded certifi­
cates after a series of three lectures.

It is worthy to mention that the 
Pencak Silat, a self-defense game is of 
Indonesian origin and is popular in a 
number of countries.

Continued from page 1
Al-Shura gets support

The Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) have 
released a statement after an emer­
gency meeting on August 29th, in which 
they discussed the trial of Al-Shura, and 
accompanying judicial procedures, that 
led to the withdrawal of the lawyers in 
Saturday’s session, when the court 
refused to consider the defense’s argu­
ment that it is not legal for the court to 
look into the case during the judicial hol­
iday.

The JMP denounced and condemned 
infringements of law by the court.

“Denouncing the violations of the 
legal procedures in the trial of Al-Shura 
Weekly, and protesting against the influ­
ence of the executive authority over the 
judicial one, the JMP is asking for a ces­
sation of the harassment of those who 
exercise their freedom of expression, 
and consider any illegal act as a stark 
breach of justice and the authority of law. 
What is happening confirms the impor­
tance of the opposition’s call for separat­
ing the three authorities,” the statement 
read.

It concluded saying: “the trial of Al- 
Shura shows the disrespect for constitu­
tional and legal rights and liberties. This 
reinforces the totalitarian policy of con­
fiscating liberties, concealed only by the 
thin veil of democracy that gradually 
fades.”

The YJS released a statement on 
August 28th that strongly condemned 
what it called ‘false procedures” that tar­
geted colleague Abdul-Karim Al-Khiwani 
and Al-Shura Newspaper. It stressed its

absolute rejection of this manner that 
flouts constitution, law, commonsense, 
and logic.

The statement urged the judicial 
authority to adhere to its constitutional 
role by means of honesty, independ­
ence, and the provision of all constitu­
tional guarantees for Al-Khiwani.

It also called on human rights organi­
zations to support Al-Shura Newspaper, 
and its editor-in-chief, so as to boost 
journalistic freedom.

Meanwhile, Al-Shura has issued a 
press statement that included its 
account of the reasons that prompted 
the government to sue it and Al-Khiwani.

“Al-Shura has been facing, for several 
months, a campaign led by great per­
sonalities in the authority for its tackling 
public issues and opposing the erro­
neous policies of the government in 
many fields. The stance of Al-Shura has 
coaxed the campaign yet further to 
reach the point of misusing the judicial 
authority for the sake of gagging Al- 
Shura, and putting an end to its mis­
sion,” the statement said.

The statement added: “the trial of Al- 
Shura, which began before this month, 
has revealed a premeditated intention to 
shut the mouth of Al-Shura under many 
different pretexts which brought the 
newspaper and its editor-in-chief to 
court many times, when courts are actu­
ally, under a ministerial decree, on holi­
day.

‘The continuation of the trial in the 
judicial holiday is itself a violation of law 

which the judicial authority is claiming to 
uphold. The trial and its procedures 
have shown the relationship between 
the executive and judicial authorities, 
which is based on the subservience of 
the latter to the former.

“The court and the judge have 
demonstrated the influence of the direc­
tives they receive when they set the 
session of sentencing for next 
Wednesday, after the court refused to 
consider the defense of Al-Shura, which 
said that the court was not authorized to 
look into the case. The defense with­
drew on Saturday, and justice was van­
quished when the judge accompanied 
the prosecution out of the courtroom at 
the request of the latter, and then reen­
tered to read out the verdict to the aston­
ishment of legal personnel and the pub­
lic.”

The statement elaborated: ‘What Al- 
Shura faces heralds an orientation to 
limit the democratic margin and journal­
istic freedom, which are the remains of a 
system that claims to be based on 
democracy and freedom of expression.”

At the end of the statement, Al-Shura 
expressed its rejection and condemna­
tion of the harassing procedures, and 
called on all the lively forces inside and 
outside the country to condemn and 
reject the harassment and restriction of 
journalistic freedom in Yemen.

‘The support is not for Al-Shura only. 
It is for the freedom of journalism and 
expression, which the government 
attempts to bury alive, as it buries the 
dreams of Yemenis who are sunk in end­
less crisis,” the statement concluded.

USS Cole case raises questions about Yemen security
Last Friday, an official at the Ministry 

of Interior told local newspaper 26 
September that the letter read by Al- 
Samawi in court was ‘false and base­
less” and that the letter was not issued 
by the Ministry of Interior or former 
Minister Arab. The official added that the 
ministry has asked the prosecution to 
investigate the new document present­
ed in court, mentioning that forgery on 
official documents is a crime.

Former Interior Minister Arab was 
removed from his position in April 2001.

Yemen was once viewed as being tol­
erant to Muslim extremists. After the 
attacks in New York and Washington, 
D.C., on September 11, 2001, the gov­
ernment joined the United States to fight 
terrorism and has rounded up hundreds 
of terrorist suspects, including key Al- 
Qaeda members.

“The government has worked hard to 
eliminate terrorist elements in Yemen for 
the last three years," said a Yemeni ana­
lyst. “If there were some sympathizers of 
radical groups in the government, they 
may have already dealt with them.”

The United States has had its eye on 
some prominent Yemeni figures. Last 
March, the US Treasury Department 
charged Sheikh Abdul Majid Al-Zindani 
of recruiting Al-Qaeda operatives and 
being involved in purchasing weapons 

for Al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups. 
Al-Zindani, founder of a conservative 
Islamic university in Yemen and 
Chairman of the Shura Council in the 
Islah (Reform) party, fought in 
Afghanistan against Soviet occupation 
in the eighties.

Yemeni officials said that no action 
has been taken against Al-Zindani 
because the government has not 
received evidence from the United 
States.

Al-Harazi is one of the aliases used 
by Abd Al-Rahim Al-Nashiri who is being 
held by the United States in an undis­
closed location and is charged in absen­
tia. Believed to be the mastermind of the 
attack and a close associate of Osama 
bin Laden, Al-Nashiri was arrested in the 
United Arab Emirates in 2002 and hand­
ed over to US officials. He is also 
believed to have been connected to the 
1998 bombings of US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania.

The Yemeni government has asked 
the United States to extradite Al-Nashiri, 
but US officials have said that he will 
probably go to trial in the United States.

The USS Cole was attacked four 
years ago as it was refueling at the port 
of Aden. Two men approached the 
destroyer in a dinghy loaded with 500 
pounds of explosives killing 17 US 

sailors and wounding 33 others wher 
the explosives were detonated. Six sus- 
pects believed to have been involved in 
the attack have been on trial in Yemen 
since the beginning of July.

If they are convicted, the men on tria 
could face capital punishment. Analysts 
believe, however, that the death sen 
tence is unlikely since the defendants 
are not accused of being the actual 
bombers.

Yemen asked 
to track down 

criminals
The airport officers discovered the for­

geries as the documents were undergo­
ing a routine check. The illegal docu­
ments were immediately confiscated 
and submitted to the Yemeni consulate 
to verify whether they were really 
Yemenis or forgeries. The two Kuwaitis 
were arrested.

Officials in Yemen have not yet con­
firmed that the documents are forged, 
though a memorandum was sent to 
them from the consulate with the docu­
ments attached to it.
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THE LAST 
WORD IN 

ASTROLOGY

BY Eugenia

Aries
(Mar 21 - Apr 19)
Don’t leave yourself too much idle 
time to think about the things that 
are bothering you. The more you 
keep busy, the better you will feel.

Taurus
(Apr 20 - May 20)
Not everything will be laid out in 
front of you today. If you are care­
ful and question what everyone is 
doing, you will get to the bottom of 
things and be successful.

Gemini
(May 21 - Jun 20)
Prepare to meet some interesting 
new people. Getting out and doing 
things you enjoy will lead to love, 
friendship and a new and interest­
ing pastime.

Cancer
(Jun 21 - Jul 22)
If you let everyone do his or her 
own thing, you will discover it’s 
easier to get your own way. It’s all 
in the strategy you use today.

Leo
(Jul 23 - Aug 22)
Someone you meet along the way 
will be of interest, and this could 
lead to an interesting partnership 
or friendship. You are likely to 
change your direction in a positive 
way today.

Virgo
(Aug 23 - Sep 22)
Think first or you may find yourself 
in the middle of a scam. Not every­
one will be trustworthy, so don’t get 
involved in joint ventures.

Libra
(Sept 23 - Oct 22)
You may not see eye-to-eye with a 
partner. Listen and observe what 
this person is doing before you 
make a decision that could affect 
the union.

Sagittarius
(Nov 22 - Dec 21)
You’ll have a high impact on every­
one you deal with today. Your 
energetic and jubilant way of pre­
senting what you are passionate 
about will win you points and 
favors.

Scorpio
(Oct 23-Nov 21)
You will be in the mood to entertain 
and do your thing. Don’t be tempt­
ed to overindulge - that will put a 
damper on what you can accom­
plish today.

Capricorn
(Dec 22 - Jan 19)
You have everything going for you 
now. All you have to do is put your 
plans into motion. Don't let an 
emotional problem stand in your 
way.

Aquarius
(Jan 20- Feb 18)
The more you do with others, the 
better your day will be. You can 
collaborate and come up with a 
workable solution to a cash flow 
problem. Romance is in the stars.

Pisces
(Feb 19-Mar 20)
Don't let your personal matters dis­
rupt your professional dealings 
today. Set up meetings and talk to 
people in your industry. Put love on 
the back burner today.
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Legend and reality on October 17, 2004:

Bowers Museum unveils Queen of Sheba

F
 or centuries, the myths sur­
rounding Queen of Sheba 
have been among history’s 
most intriguing mysteries. 
Just who was this captivating 
Queen and leading lady in the Bible 
and Quran? The Bowers’ newest exhi­

bition seeks to find out.
The myth, mystery and majesty of the 

Queen of Sheba is the focus of a new and 
exciting landmark exhibition at the 
Bowers Museum.

Organized by The British Museum 
exclusively for the Bowers, Queen of 
Sheba: Legend and Reality opens 
October 17, 2004 and runs through March 
13, 2005. This is the first time the cele­
brated Queen of Sheba exhibition has

come to the United States.
“The Bowers is proud to bring the treas­

ures of The British Museum to Southern 
California and the United States,” say 
Peter C. Keller, Ph.D., president of the 
Bowers. “With many people unable to 
travel to London, we decided to bring 
London and The British Museum to them.”

Queen of Sheba: Legend and Reality 
focuses on the significance and splendor 
of the mythical Queen of Sheba, leg­
endary ruler of Saba, and the ancient 
kingdoms that prospered under her reign 
through commodity trade to Jerusalem 
and the Roman Empire.

The Queen of Sheba is a legendary fig­
ure referred to in the Old Testament as 
bringing great riches to the court of King

Solomon in Jerusalem. Jewish, Christian, 
Ethiopian and Islamic traditions dwell on 
different attributes, giving rise to a rich 
artistic vein, particularly but not exclusive­
ly in Renaissance and later art.

The Queen of Sheba, however, 
remains an anonymous figure of legend 
associated with the land of Saba, one of 
the early kingdoms of Southern Arabia, 
now present-day Yemen. “There are 
many interpretations of the Queen of 
Sheba legend, which makes this exhibi­
tion and story so fascinating and com­
pelling,” says exhibition curator St John 
Simpson.

Queen of Sheba:
Legend and Reality will feature more 

than 100 spectacular treasures chosen 
from the breathtaking collections of the 
250-year-old British Museum. These 
treasures, some from the 1st century, will 
bring to life the history of Queen of 
Sheba’s fascinating ancient civilization 
still mostly unfamiliar to a Western audi­
ence. In addition to magnificent treasures 
from the acclaimed British Museum col­
lection, one of the marquee treasures in 
Queen of Sheba: Legend and Reality is a 
bronze head of a male that was lent by 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

The exhibition will begin with the 
Queen of Sheba as a legend in art 
through Renaissance and modern repre­
sentations. Queen of Sheba is viewed as 
a figure of beauty and seduction who sent 
a camel train of gold and ivory to King

Solomon. According to legend, Solomon 
married the Queen around 950 BC after 
she became enthralled by the magnifi­
cence and majesty of his palace.

Included among the exhibit’s stunning 
prints, drawings and film stills that illus­
trate various explanations of the Queen of 
Sheba legend are a superbly detailed 
1590-1600 creation of the Queen of 
Sheba reclining beside a stream, and a 
splendid 1549 etching that depicts the 
Queen falling to her knees before King 
Solomon.

The early history and cultural develop­
ment of Sheba’s ancient civilization are 
explored in this exhibit through new 
archaeological discoveries, demonstrat­
ing the existence of a rich Bronze Age cul­
ture. Among the alluring treasures are 
statues depicting rulers of rival kingdoms 
as well as the striking 1st century 
alabaster head of a woman that reveals 
the attitudes regarding death and the 
afterlife in the ancient civilization.

Spectacular examples of decorative 
architectural elements, gold jewels and 
jewelry, pottery, glass and metalwork will 
reveal daily life in this ancient civilization. 
Extravagant incense burners and aromat­
ic resins highlighted the bastion of the 
ancient economy. Queen of Sheba: 
Legend and Reality will present a stun­
ning 3es century calcite-alabaster incense 
burner engraved with a camel rider. The 
evocative smell of incense will be used to 
enrich the atmosphere in the Bowers' 
gallery and grand galleria, designed by

Paul Johnson, Director of Exhibit 
Design.

The development of art during 
Sheba’s era will be revealed in the 
exhibit through such artifacts as the 
exquisitely crafted gold bull’s head as 
well as a bronze altar with a bull’s 
head and a lifelike bronze hand with a 
dedicatory inscription that provides 
insight into this civilization’s fascinat­
ing culture.

The Bowers previously featured 
Egyptian Treasures from The British 
Museum in 2000. The relationship 
between the museums grew, and in 
May 2003, the Bowers became the 
first museum to sign a long-term, 
joint-venture agreement with The 
British Museum. The next exhibit to 
come to the Bowers Museum under 
this collaboration is Mummies: Death 
and The Afterlife in Ancient Egypt, 
which will open April 17, 2005.

Bronze head from the queen’s Queen of Sheba side view
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