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SANA’A- Oct. 22- In this part of the
world, many people give little or no
importance to health issues as they
indulge in activities which are haz-
ardous to health or sometimes life
threatening as well. One concern that
continuously worries many people
around the world is the durations

through which people are expected to
sustain good health, as an indicator to
the human development of the respec-
tive people. 

Around the world, health statistics
differ from country to country, accord-
ing to Associated Press Japan has the
healthiest people on the planet, fol-
lowed by Switzerland and Australia
where people are expected expect to
live and stay healthy until over 74,
years of age. Comparing to the early 30s
in countries such as Sierra Leone,
Rwanda, and Zambia 

In the Arab world, Yemenis are the
lowest rated in the aspect of staying
healthy as they occupy last place among

Arab nations including war-torn Iraq;
An average Yemeni is expected to be in
good health until the age of 49, while
their counterparts from Kuwait,
Bahrain, Tunisia, rank as one of the
healthiest in the world. According to the
survey, Kuwaiti citizens could expect to
stay healthy until the age of 65. People
from The Emirates and Bahrain until the
age of 63, Tunisia and Qatar 61, Oman
and Saudi Arabia 60, Jordan and Libya
59, Syria and Algeria 58, Egypt 57,
morocco 55, Iraq 52, and Yemen in last
place as was mentioned.

The survey seems accurate due to the
many reasons that cause deterioration of
Yemenis health such as the weak infra-

structure of local medical institutions:
People have lost trust and confidence in
almost all Yemeni hospitals, clinics and
more importantly, Yemeni medical pro-
fessionals, and are willing to sacrifice
whatever is dear to be treated abroad. 

The perception around local hospitals
is negative, patients understand that the
under-funded medical institutions lack
the facilities, equipment and even phar-
maceuticals needed for the needed treat-
ment, apart from the brain-drain prob-
lem that results in the best doctors leav-
ing the country in search of a better life
overseas, leaving only lousy doctors to
be in charge of their lives, decreasing
the confidence of its people to be treat-
ed and would rather stay at home and
bare the pain even in a sad attempt to
save the costs of treatment for the bet-
terment of the lives of next generation,
this depressing scenario is common
among almost half the population which
lives in poverty.

Nonetheless, depressed generations
resort to smoking as a magical solution
for their problems, smoking has been a
growing phenomenon during the last
ten years; smoking has been widely
noticed even among a large number of
children under the age of 14. Children
as young as ten could be seen smoking
while chewing Qat in public and have
become a major concern among the

people, especially as there is no legisla-
tion against the sale of tobacco to
minors.

Accidents play a significant role as a
cause for health deterioration; many
incidents dealing with constructions,
traffic, or even the misuse of firearms
because such deteriation in the health
sector among the people, indeed, gun-
shots still constitute a considerable per-
centage of all deaths, especially among
male young adults of the ages 14-32.
Environmental factors including epi-
demics, pollution, and an inaccessible
environment are also important factors,
an example is in the water sector as
almost 85% of water consumed daily
for drinking in Yemen in not isn’t treat-
ed to be fit for human consumption, and
has been found to be active breeding
grounds to Guardia and other health
destructive. 

These are just few examples explain-
ing why Yemeni people’s health is
always at risk. The government must
take a persisive role in restoring the
quality of life to its people through
investing more heavily in the health sec-
tor and promoting the habits of well-
being for the people of Yemen to ease
their suffering. This is also a cry for
NGOs and Global bodies to initiate
action and lift health standards in
Yemen.
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SANAA,  Oct. 22- Prime
Minister of the Republic of
Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
is scheduled Arrive tomorrow
October 25th to Sana’a on the
head of a large delegation repre-
senting the Turkish business
community for a three-day visit
to the country.

A press release issued
Saturday by the Turkish
embassy in Sana’a indicated that
a high ranking delegation of
Turkish officials along with rep-
resentatives of several Turkish
industries and corporations will
accompany the Turkish Prime
Minister Erdo_an. The visit is
being coordinated by the Union
of Chambers of Commerce and
Commodity Exchanges of
Turkey, which will be represent-
ed in the Turkish-Yemeni Business
Forum being held in cooperation with
the Federation of Yemen Chambers of
Commerce and Industry on October
26. 

The Turkish businessmen will meet
with their counterparts in Yemen in
order to discuss possible areas of
mutual cooperation and to evaluate the
existing business opportunities in the
two countries. The Turkish business
community will be represented by del-

egates from the sectors of construc-
tion, tourism, transportation, the auto-
motive industry, textiles, plastics,
manufacturing, exports-imports, oil
and its by-products, water pump pro-
duction, finance, jewelry, school sup-
plies, furniture, electrical cabling, the
marble industry and the iron-steel
industry.

For more details about Yemeni-
Turkish relations, please refer to
business page inside.

Erdogan leads large
business delegation to Yemen

BY WALID AL-SAQAF
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SANA’A - Oct. 20 – According to
Transparency International’s report,
which was released last week, Yemen
still scored poorly in this year’s
Corruption Perception Index, an index
of 154 countries reflecting the degree to
which corruption is perceived to exist
among public officials and politicians.

Yemen ranked 103 out of 158 and
scored 2.6 out of 10 in the CPI for
2005. Even though Yemen’s score
improved slightly from 2.4 in 2004 to
2.6 this year, this was not close to the
level the country held in 2003 when it
was ranked as number 88, even among
Arab countries Yemen is the second-
last country on the Arabian Peninsula,
next to Iraq, which is in a state of insta-
bility.

The high level of corruption has been
noted widely in other international
reports on Yemen, including reports
issued by the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and the
United Nations. In these reports, it is
often attributed to the weak law
enforcement and judiciary measures in
the country. Bribery and fund embez-
zlement and fraud are observed fre-
quently in political and business circles
on the governmental level, and increas-
ingly in the private sector as well.

The Yemeni government has admit-
ted the need to uproot corruption on
many occasions, but has failed to apply
practical steps towards this goal so far.
According to the government, this is
mainly due to lack of sufficient funding
and qualified human resources to pre-
vent corruption and hold the corrupt

persons accountable, particularly in the
lower levels of the government. To
apply recent measures proposed by the
government, hundreds of millions of
US dollars are needed to raise wages of
government employees to attain a min-
imum standard of living that will
ensure that they are not forced to
receive illegal funds to survive.

The level of corruption has become
so rampant in some public institutions
recently that it has brought internation-
al embarrassment to the country. An
investigation into the deadly attack on
the U.S. consulate in Saudi Arabia two
weeks ago traced two AK-47 assault
rifles used in the attack to Yemen’s
Defense Ministry. The weapons are
thought to have been sold or smuggled
out illegally, falling in the hands of the
terrorists who attacked the consulate in
2004 and killed five consulate employ-
ees. American and Saudi authorities
have recently protested against the leak
of weapons from the Ministry of
Defense in Yemen.

On another level, the Federation
Internationale de Football Association
(FIFA) suspended Yemen from the
organization last month to purge cor-
ruption in member associations. FIFA
bluntly blamed Yemen’s Ministry for
Sport and Youth for political interfer-
ence and its disrespect for the associa-

tion’s “principles of independence,
democracy and due process for its
member associations”.

According to the September edition
of the Arab Reform Bulletin, Yemen’s
economic and political deterioration is
mainly attributed to the biased judiciary
and the regime’s soft attitude towards
corrupt officials and businessmen who
have been tolerated for decades in the
past. Sarah Phillips, a writer for the
Arab Reform Bulletin, says that “it will
require focus on the rampant corruption
within the government to get Yemen on
a sound economic footing; failing this,
there is little hope that Yemen’s already
faltering democratic experiment will
succeed.”

International donors have informed
the Yemeni authorities about their con-
cern over corruption in government cir-
cles, who fail to implement or delay
many of the projects in developmental
areas throughout the country.

Yemen’s reform efforts have intensi-
fied in the last several months, particu-
larly in combating corruption and mis-
management, by direct orders from
President Saleh, who has made public
statements threatening corrupt figures
of being punished severely for their
acts. However, law experts in Yemen
believe that the President will not be
able to practice this strategy against

long-serving officials because it is
against the policy of keeping everyone
satisfied, that he has been in force for a
very long time. 

Unless a massive campaign of prose-
cution is carried out, particularly
against corrupt officials who are known
to have use record of public fund
embezzlement, very little progress is
expected.

A prominent Yemeni legal expert,
Khalid Al-Anisi, believes that corrup-
tion will not be reduced significantly in
Yemen unless major political reforms
are applied and brave decisions are
taken by the President. “We know that
it is the President who is really in
charge here, and unless it is him who
sets precedence by splitting the three
authorities [judicial, executive, and leg-
islative], ensuring neutrality and inde-
pendence of the judiciary and allowing
the authorities to be run independently
without interference, we cannot expect
corruption to be eradicated soon” he
said.

He added that “the President’s deci-
sion not to rerun for presidency in next
year’s elections may have been trig-
gered by his will to uproot the group of
corrupt officials who have been domi-
nating key positions in the country for a
very long time and who have been rely-
ing on their loyalty to Saleh to save
them from future prosecution.” 

Many political observers believe that
Yemen will be going through a turning
point in its modern history if President
Saleh does not run for Presidency in
September 2006, hence triggering
major political and economic reforms,
which could indeed contribute to eradi-
cating corruption.

Corruption in Yemen:

Still rampant

People of Yemen rated
the unhealthiest of all Arabs

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Condolence
YemenTimes wishes to condolence his Excellency Prime
Minister of Malaysia Datu Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, the
Malaysian mission in Yemen and the Malaysian People on
the death of Malaysiaʼs first lady Endon Mahmoud, who
have passed away after a four year battle with cancer on
Thursday 20th October 2005.
May her soul rest in Peace
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Held by a panel headed by the Yemeni
Minister of Trade & Industry Dr. Khalid
Rajeh Sheikh; the second round of nego-
tiations reviewed the first offers present-
ed by Yemen to access markets of com-
modities and services, in which 117
enquires were attended to concerning
International trade agreements, fiscal &
economic policies of Yemen, and intel-
lectual property rights among other
issues.

Yemen has been awarded the observ-
er status within the WTO after its appli-
cation in April 2000, subsequently for-
mulating the national committee for
preparation and negotiation with the
organisation has undertaken the revising

of a number of laws and regulations in
this regard and their conformity to
agreements of the organisation through
revising a number of Yemeni regulations
and laws related to their institutions
agreements with the WTO, and present-
ing the new proposal which should be in
conformity with the organisation’s
agreements concerning the movement of
trade exchange among the member
states in the WTO.

The Yemeni government has in its
comprehensive program for economic,
financial and administrative reforms
observed inclusion of those proposal and
preparation of relevant law amendments
drafts to finalise constitutional proce-
dures till their passing, the latest of
which the amendments made to the laws

of customs tariff and the general tax on
sales, which accordingly the tax and cus-
toms duties have been reduced. 

The working team with the World
Trade Organisation embraced the partic-
ipation of a high ranking delegation
comprised of representatives for a num-
ber of official parties concerned with
issues of joining the WTO and also the
presence of Dr Faraj Bin Ghanim,
Representative of the Republic of
Yemen to the United Nations Office in
Geneva.

The meeting came out with positive
results and on sidelines of the meeting,
there had been a number of bilateral
negotiation meetings with Yemen’s trade
partners from major members of the
organisation.

2 24 October24 October, 2005, 2005 Around the Nation Around the Nation 
Readersʼ Voice

Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ
Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:

Do you think that Saddamʼs trial
will be fair?

Yes, it will be so 40%
No, it wonʼt be so 33%
I donʼt care 17%
I donʼt know 10%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Opposition politicians believe
the planned discussions
between Yemen, Jordan and
Turkey will lead Yemen to
establish diplomatic ties with
Israel. Do you think this is true?
Yes
No 
I donʼt know

Job Vacancies
The Yemen LNG project involves the construction and operation of a gas pipeline, a harbour and a liquid natural gas
processing plant at Balhaf which will export 6.7 million tones of LNG per annum. The project offices will be based in Sanaʼa
and the project has an anticipated lifespan of over 20 years. Yemen LNG Company is now preparing to recruit the temporary
and permanent staff who will construct and manage the project. 

All candidates applying for these posts must be Yemeni nationals
Head of Human Resources Administration - Reference No. 31
Reporting directly to the HR Manager, the Head of HR Administration will have a wide-ranging and challenging remit within
Yemen LNG Company.
Duties will include the development of the companyʼs compensation and benefits policy, the selection, implementation and
operation of the electronic HR management system, the establishment and supervision of the Payroll section and the
provision of a cost control service for all HR activities. Supervising a team of 7 employees, the incumbent will also manage
the induction and administration of Yemeni national and expatriate staff, and will play a major role in the development of a
proactive and effective internal communications and employee relations service. The management and supervision of the
companyʼs medical support programme and the development of the employee savings plan will be additional significant
responsibilities, and the incumbent will also participate in and maintain the results from the YLNG Company job evaluation
process.
The ideal incumbent will be a mature individual with a minimum of 10 yearsʼ experience of HR or senior-level administration
responsibilities within a multinational organisation. Candidates aged 35 or below are unlikely to possess the experience and
personal attributes necessary for the post
Deadline: Monday, 31 October 2005

Community Liaison Officer - Reference No. 030
Construction at the Balhaf LNG terminal site has now begun, and Yemen LNG Company (YLNG) is committed to
maintaining excellent relations with local communities. A vacancy now exists for a Community Liaison Officer, based in
Balhaf area, in Shabwa Governorate, will coordinate relations with all affected local parties in the vicinity of the site. The
Community Liaison Officer will report to and act under the guidance of the YNLG Sustainable Development Manager in
Sanaʼa, and will also liaise closely with the YLNG Project Team Site Representative.
This is a demanding and intensive role, and during at least the first six months of the project, an active presence on site is
required. Accordingly, the incumbent will be required to work a rota of 3 weeks on site and one week of leave during this
period. The subsequent work cycle will be determined in due course.
Specific responsibilities for the post will include the collection of accurate data on the vicinity, and the discussion with local
communities of mutually beneficial, sustainable solutions to local issues. The job holder will also meet regularly with local
authorities to foster good will and support for all project activities and to establish a meaningful dialogue. Additional essential
duties will involve the presentation of YLNG Project Team needs to local communities, and to governmental representatives.
The ideal candidate will have extensive knowledge of the Balhaf region, and previous experience of devising and
implementing sustainable community projects, especially small scale economic enterprises. The ability to live and work in
relatively isolated environments while meeting company and project deadlines, and proven data collection and report writing
skills are essential qualities. 
Deadline: Thursday, 27 October 2005

All applicants for these positions must have excellent IT skills including extensive experience of Microsoft Office systems.
Fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English are essential, and candidates will be tested to assess their current level
and training needs.
Applicants should send their CV with a short covering letter explaining why they believe they are qualified for the post either
to the address below, or by e-mail to HR@YEMENLNG.COM.YE

The Human Resources Department
Yemen LNG Company
P.O. Box 15347
Sanaʼa, Yemen

Candidates selected for interview will be contact by Yemen LNG. Please send your CV once only and do not telephone to
discuss your application.

MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Yemen and Djibouti have recently
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing on demarcation of sea borders as
well as signing a number of agreements
and memoranda of understanding and
cooperation mechanism, among these a
cooperation agreement on mutual can-
cellation of visas for those citizens bear-
ing diplomatic and special passports.
The executive program of cooperation

includes coordination mechanisms
between the two countries’ foreign min-
istries, educational and scientific coop-
eration for the years 2005 - 2007 and
cooperation in higher education and
research for the years 2005 - 2007.  

Concluding the fourth session, anoth-
er two cooperation memorandums were
signed in the fields of technical and
vocational training cooperation pro-
gram and health cooperation for the
next two years.

Most importantly, the two countries

have signed in Sana'a an agreement on
participation in oil production in sector
number three at the Jaryan area in
Shabwa governorate, this agreement
was signed by the Yemeni ministry of
oil, the Yemeni organization for oil and
gas, Yemen Oil Exploration Company
and the Turkish company Bet oil. This
agreement stipulates that the two com-
panies will invest ten million dollars
during the first and second stages of
exploration, five millions for each
stage.

Yemen & Djibouti sign cooperation memorandums

Yemen round of negotiations
Fruitful outcomes of the second WTO

BY MOHAMMED AL-JABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Al-Mahrah - Oct. 10 -
Confrontations took place between
succor police forces and armed groups
in a popular market in the Al-Haswain
district, Mahrah governate. Eight citi-
zens were injured during the crossfire.

Security forces detained members of
the succor police force to interrogate
them about the incident, and sources
refuse to hold any of the two parties

responsible until investigations come
to an end. 

But, security sources said that this
incident has no relation with the inci-
dent that took place two days ago,
which resulted in the killing of three
members of succor forces and one civil
citizen. 

Apparently, the incident took place
because of controversy between the
two sides in the market, after which
guns were fired. The injured citizens
were taken to nearby hospitals.

Eight injured in armed clashes
BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANA’A- Oct. 20- Under the
auspices of chairman of al-Shura
council and head of the supreme
council for psychological health,
Abdulaziz Abdulghani, the mental
hospital in Sana’a held its annual
festival titled: “more care for people
who suffer from mental diseases". 

The event coincided with the World
Psychological Health Day, as well as
the national occasions of the 26
September and 14 October revolutions.

The hospital received donations from
governmental parties, private
institutions, businessmen and donors, to
improve the level of medical services

for those suffering from mental
diseases.

The event included among other
things, a recitation of verses from the
Holy Quran and speeches by Abdulaziz
Abdulghani and Dr. Hamid Zeyad,
chairman of the hospital. 

Dr. Zeyad and Abdulghani praised
the efforts exerted by people working in
the hospital and expressed their
gratitude to donors who offer different
kinds of support to raise the quality and
level of psychological health services in
the hospital. 

Dr. Zeyad renamed the hospital as
“hospital of hope” and reviewed what
has been achieved by the hospital since
it was established and how much

thousands of sufferers has gained from
it. 

General Manager of the hospital, Dr.
Abdulwase’ al-Was’e, told that the
hospital is in need of joint cooperation
and efforts to offer better services for
patients of special needs. According to
him, these patients differ from others
and their treatment takes a long time
and requires intensive care.

Dr. al-Wase’e, concluded: “we call
on all organizations that are concerned
about the mentally ill people to visit the
hospital and render helps for the
patients. He stressed the importance of
the media in assisting the hospital by
giving more information about it and
the services it provides.

Mental hospitalholds annual festival
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SANA’A- Oct. 23- Ahmad
Abdurrahman al-Samawi, Governor of
the Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) said
last week the sales of the bank to the
market exceeded one billion dollar from
the beginning of the year until now. He
added the CBY also saved foreign cur-
rencies to fulfill other liabilities and
pledges on the government such as
external loans and allocations for
embassies abroad. 

In a statement to the 26 September
weekly, mouthpiece of the army, al-
Samawi indicated that the CBY has
taken a number of procedures to control
inflation and reduce its rate to make the
annual growth at 15% during the first
half of the year and confront the increas-
ing demand for foreign currencies.

Additionally, al-Samawi pointed out
the CBY aims to restrict the tendency
toward the dollar, and to confront com-

petition for the local currency, the bank
raised the compulsory reserve of foreign
currencies on deposits from 20% to
30%. These measures are taken without
any interest to reduce profit on foreign
currency deposits, turn to the Yemeni
riyal to be preferred by customers to
other currencies and restrict the move to
transfers in dollar to ensure stability of
the local currency. 

Al-Samawi signaled out that Yemen
follow the policy of generalized
exchange rate and there is no fixed price
for the riyal to the foreign currencies.
The price of currencies is specified
according to market factors (supply and
demand). He emphasized the CBY’s
policy is based on the principle of stabil-
ity and avoidance of market fluctuations
in the exchange rate. 

The CBY provide large sums of
money in foreign currencies to meet the
demand of the market and protect the
national currency from fluctuation.

CBY sales exceed $ 1
billion over 9 months 

SANA’A- Oct. 22-    Security sources
said that the total number of illegal resi-
dents and infiltrators reached 12 thou-
sand. These were caught in the period
from January up to mid October.90% of
these were caught in Shabwa coasts, and
there were 600 women and children
among them.

September net said that security
sources said that about 650 of those per-
sons who were caught were Ethiopian
nationals. The number of Somali among
them was about 11.250.   155 other per-
sons who were from different nationali-
ties were also caught in other Yemeni
towns.

The security sources said that in
cooperation with coast guards they
caught 350 infiltrators during the first
part of October.  20 of these were
Eritrean, 45 Ethiopians and the others
were Somalis. Security sources added
that 200 of those infiltrators were caught
in Shabwa coasts, whereas the rest were
caught in Hodidah and Almaharah gov-
ernorates. A few were caught in the
Capital Secretariat.

Infiltrators caught
in Shabwah coasts



By Yemen Times Staff
Taiz

Althora Hospital in Taiz is one of
the main hospitals in the
governorate.  Until recently, it used
to lack some important departments.
The kidney and plastic surgery
departments have recently been

opened. Yemen Times filed this
report about the two departments

The problem

We met Dr. Abdulmalik Alsiani
Manager of Althorah  Taiz  Hospial.
He spoke of the history of
establishing the artificial kidney

center and the Plastic surgery
department, and obstacles which
they were met with. He continued to
say that the idea became true
through the support of Mr. Ahmed
Alhijari, the Governor of Taiz. The
main obstacle that faces the center is
the shortage in medical serums and
the  lack of financing them. The
medical solutions could finish at any
time while the center is facing a rush
of patients form all over the
Republic.

In an answer to who is responsible
for financing the project and the role
of the Ministry of health; he said that
the Governor has contacted
Kamaran Company, which is headed
by Tawfeeq abdulla Saleh and
Ahmed Aqlan. They offered two
equipments to the center and agreed
to fund it for six months. He said
that they also went to Germany and
made an agreement with the
financing company. Dr. Alsiani said
that they received extra ten
equipments.

Didn’t live up to their promise
Unfortunately the ministry of

health didn’t fulfill their promise of
financing the center. We were
surprised that the ministry didn’t
approve the operating budget for the
center up to now.

The first center in Yemen
As for the plastic surgery center

and whether new centers will be
established, Dr. Alsiani said, ‘The
center was built by the Ministry of
Health and was supported by the
German Hamilton Society. The
Society trained the medical staff and
sent medical teams all the year
round. The center is the only center
in Yemen and furnishes medical
services to patients who come from
all over the country. Other sections

that are under construction include a
special section for child surgery,
central laboratory and a blood bank.
They are all financed by the
government. He said that the
numbers in the administration
departments reveal the beneficiaries
from each of the sections and the
environment they are working in.

Facts about artificial kidney
center

We met the general manager of the
artificial kidney center, Dr. Abdullah
Alnadeem Seri. He spoke of the
number of cases which come to the
kidney washing center ever since the
center was opened. He continued to
say; ‘The center was informally
opened in 4th Jan.04, because of the
stoppage of the Military hospital
artificial kidney section, which used
to have ten operating sections in
addition to the water filtration
station. A sample was sent to
Germany to establish a water filter
station in Taiz. All the patients who
come to this center are of the poor
community. The costs of the
washing treatment are as follows:

- YR11.000 per wash; YR 22.000
per week with a monthly rate of
YR88.000.

- by a simple calculation we can
find out that the number of sittings
since 4 January  2005 up to  the 30
of June in the same year were 2453
and the number of patients being
registered up to last June were 108
patients.

- Number of patients who were
cured was 7

- The cost of the washing sittings
during these six months was
YR20.111.159. This cost was
supposed to be covered by the
ministry of health. We were working
without operation costs since the
center was opened. Had it not been
to the help from the Governor and
Mr. Tawfeeq Abdulla Saleh
chairman of the Yemeni company for
matches and Tobacco and other
charitable persons, we would have
stopped because of serum shortage.

Chronic and acute cases 
We asked Dr. Faisal Saeed

Alqorashi of the causes of kidney
failure. He said that there is a wrong
assumption that kidney stones are
the main cause of kidney failure
.Diabetes, Hypertension and the
wrong usage of malaria drugs could
also be blamed for kidney failure.
Some heart patients could be
subjected to kidney failure too.
These are of two types; acute and
chronic. The acute ones could be
cured after 3-4 wash treatments. The
chronic could continue all life long
until another method is found and
that could be kidney transplantation.
This is a simple operation, and the
surgeons are available, but the

equipments for tissue research and
the know of whether the body
doesn’t repel them, are not available. 

Three shifts  
We asked about the number of the

staff that works in the clinic. Dr.
Faisal said that they are 3 doctors
and 5 nurses who work for three
shifts, day and night and in all
religious and national vacations.
They receive very small salaries.
Had it not been for the support of the
hospital to give their salaries, work
would have stopped.

Statistical facts 
Dr. Adel Qasem Alsiani is the

manager in the plastic surgery

Center. We met him in the center. He
gave us a detailed number of the
beneficiaries from each of the
sections and the specialized staff in
each section. The numbers were as
follows:

-Brain and nerves: 189 cases, to
which 25 of them underwent
surgeries.

- General surgery: 154 cases in the
outpatient section, 5 of them
underwent surgery.

- Face, Jaws and cosmetics: 162
cases, 20 of them were surgerical
cases.

- Number of physicians of the
mission: 10 doctors headed by Prof.
Iman Leeds head of the German
mission.
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� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages
� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals
� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)
� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.
Bus service available.

Main CampusMain CampusMain CampusMain Campus

SIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-School

SUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALSUCCESS FOR ALLLLLSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIISSSSSSSS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

BBooxx 22000022,, SSaannaaaa,, YYeemmeenn PPhhoonnee:: 337700 119911--22 FFaaxx:: 337700 119933
EEmmaaiill:: ggoorrddoonnbbllaacckkiiee@@qqssii..oorrgg WWeebb ssiittee:: hhttttpp::////yyeemm..qqssii..oorrgg

SSSSSSSSIIIIIIIISSSSSSSS Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

Member Member Member Member of Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools International

Around The NationAround The Nation

Dreams come true!
First Iranian Restaurant in Yemen

Home catering is available now
Address: Hadda Damascus St. In front of Iran St. Tel: 420020, Fax: 414042

Invitation for Bid
Ministry of Local Administration announces its bid No 8/2005
for establishing information program system in the Ministry’s
premises and local Governances as stated in the Terms and
Specifications book.

Documents for this bid can be purchased from Store and
Purchase department in the Ministry’s headquarters upon
payment of non-refundable fees of YR100,000.

The following documents are required for identification:
1. 2.5% preliminary bid security by a check valid for 90 days

from the date of tender opening and free of terms. Any
inconsistent bids will be cancelled.

2. Local companies should attach a copy of qualification
certificate valid for 2005.

3. Local companies should attach tax card valid for 2005.
4. Local companies should attach insurance card valid for

2005.
5. Local companies should attach Zakat card valid for 2005.
6. Prices of units should be written in letters in their

respective places in Quantity tables. Any inconsistency
will result in canceling the bid at envelop opening session.

7. Closing date will be 30 days starting with publishing this
advertisement in Althorah, 14th October or Yemen Times
newspaper.

8. Foreign companies should have a legal representative
office in Yemen.

Three shifts with no budget in 
Taiz Urinary & Burns Department
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AAnxiously, Muslims of
America wait for the
precious month of
Ramadhan to arrive.
Preparations are taken

place months prior to its arrival.
Ramadhan is commonly known In the
United States as the month of
repentance, forgiveness, modesty, love,
and a chance to get ones self-closer to
Allah (God). Many Muslims around
the world cherish every minute of
Ramadhan. But surprisingly, Muslims
In the United States treasure Ramadhan
more then many places around the
world.

Brief history of Muslims in America 
As of now, according to numerous

estimations there are over 12 million
Muslims spread throughout America,
ranging from different nationalities and
origin. Muslims from over 80 countries
exist in the United States. An estimated
800,000 of the Muslim in America are
originally from Yemen. American
States with the biggest Muslim
population include New York,
Michigan, California, Illinois, New
Jersey and Texas. 

Over 1,300 mosques (Prayer
Houses) are spread throughout the
United States. The first known Muslim

community settled in North Dakota,
where they began to participate in
organized prayer. The oldest existing
mosque in America is located in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa established in 1936.
Muslims who move to the U.S. practice
their cultural activities on many
occasions. People from Yemen are
known to be the most culturized
Muslims in America. The first
existence of Yemeni people in the
United States dates back to the early
1900’s.

Preparation for Ramadhan
Muslims prepare months ahead of

time, getting ready to welcome this

great month.  Shiekhs and scholars
from around the world flock the United
States during Ramadhan, giving
lectures and speeches throughout the
day. Hafiz’s of the Quran (people who
memorize the entire Quran) prepare for
Taraweeh prayer (A special joint
prayer) by revising all the chapters of
the Holy Quran. In most situations the
entire Quran is recited during the
length of the month in Taraweeh
prayer. Quranic recitation could also be
heard on every street corner of Muslim
societies. People walking and driving
to offer prayer in local mosques
numbering the hundreds. Life has
suddenly changed in the face of all
Muslim in the United States. One
month before Ramadhan, you will
notice over 500 worshippers in Fajr
prayer alone in some American
Muslim societies.

Iftaar in Ramadhan
Love, kindness, and brotherhood are

all visible in the important moment of
fast breaking. You will easily notice
people busying themselves in prayers
and worship before the call of Athaan
(The call to end ones fast). Hundreds of
people bring small meals to the mosque
before the call of Athaan, sharing it
with friends and family. Dates and
Sambousa are usually common fast
breaking appetizers, while soup and tea
are passed to everyone.

“ Students get together numbering in
the hundreds, and eat in the mosque it
always being our meeting place”, said

Hashim Mansoor a Syrian national
studying in the United States. “In
Ramadhan we never eat in restaurants,
for we either eat in the Mosque or are
invited over a friends house”, he added. 

Its not easy living in the United
States during Ramadhan if you are a
student or single, for no family
members are there to make you feel at
home. For this, joint Iftaar sessions free
of charge are taken place daily in many
mosques around America. Many
married couples also join these Iftaar
sessions, making it feel more like a
place to get to meet people, and enjoy
every moment of this precious month.
For Yemeni people, famous dishes
noticed in Ramadhan include Shafoot,
Bint Al-Shan, Kabsa, meat soup, and
much more. Custard and jelly are
famous desserts taken after the Iftaar
meal.

Eid celebration
The Day of Eid is usually taken

place in a more traditional way.
Everyone is wearing cloth resembling
the culture of his/her country. People
are seen visiting family members
greeting them a happy Eid. Eid prayer
is usually held in big halls, which can
occupy thousands of people. After the
Eid prayer, family members meet
together in a specific place where they
chat, feast, laugh, and greet one
another.

On Eid day, Detroit, Michigan is
probably the most exciting place to be
in America. Nearly half a million Arabs
crowd this American city making it the
Arab hub of the United States. There
are over 900,000 Muslims spread in
Michigan alone. “It seems like we are
living in a Middle Eastern country, as
most people in Detroit are Arabs”, said
Mohammed Nagi, a Yemeni engineer
residing in the United States. “ The
importance of brotherhood is felt on
this day as we are all here for each
other”, he added. 

Such religious events give
Americans a chance to understand
more about Islam as well as a better
look at the beauty that Islam holds
within it. It also shows the importance
of unity, as all Muslims are together
and united, not looking at culture or
race.

Mike Longley, a native American

who has been living in an Arab society
for the past 15 years said, “ I hope that
Muslims could continue there beautiful
conduct throughout the remaining of
the year, as Islam is a religion that must
be practiced on a daily basis, and the
beauty of ramadhan should be spread
throughout the year”. 

Governmental schools give all
Muslims a day off on this special day.
This in return gives children time to
cherish this lovely day with family and
friends. “ The beauty of Eid celebration
in America is much more treasured and
loved then of that which is celebrated
back home in the Middle East or Asia”,

said Mohammed Ali, a Muslim
preacher living in San Francisco,
California.

No doubt that Muslims in America
are drowning in U.S. culture, but
during Ramadhan things seem to
change to the better. What could be the
reason for this sudden change? Could it
be the environment, the change of
feelings, or is it the will to change to
the better. We dearly hope that
American Muslims continue to cherish
their Islamic values throughout the
entire year in general, furthermore
representing Islam in the west in the
best of their ability.

Ramadan in America: A look at Islam in the west
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Ë±s «∞ºÚW 03:80 ±ºU¡ Ë•∑v  00:20 Å∂U•U (°LU ≠ONU √¥UÂ «∞πLFW)
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AAfter blood in
Iraq has
reached the
knees and
s e d i t i o n

attained its explosion point,
the “liberators” Americans
have got into a bad fix and
amidst the quagmire asking
for help, I can hardly believe
that the Arab League has
accepted for itself to play the
role of the saviour, saviour
of the American administration rather
than the people of Iraq. It is a help for
the people of Iraq delayed for long. The
Arab league and all its so-called Arab
member states have for long turned a
deaf ear to listen to the Iraqi distress
calls for extending Arab helping hands
to them in the appropriate time even
before the invasion of the Arab territo-
ries of Iraq by the forces of occupation.
At that appropriate time the Arab
League backed down or feared even to
advice the Americans against invasion,
let alone a warning or condemnation of
the occupation of an Arab country,
member state of the Arab Leage itself,
while today they have begun to describe
it the Easter Gate of the Arab
Homeland. 

Since when Iraq has become the east-
ern gate of the Arab Homeland and
what has given rise to that idea to the
Arab League and its Secretary General
and its members. Those members have
forgotten or feigned to forget their Arab
affiliation for more than two years dur-
ing which mass killing and chaos pre-
vailed in Iraq, the eastern gate. 

The Israeli Mosad
was the leader and steer-
ing element during these
two years, it was the
killer exploding
mosques and churches
and igniting fire among
sons of the one home-
land, Shiites and Sunnis.
The Shiites and Sunnis
have brushed aside their
sectarian differences
and proved in many

stands and situation they are united
force in the face of dangers facing their
country from wherever they come. One
wonders what the Arab League and its
Secretary General would do now to
deliver the Americans from their killing
impasse or more specifically their quag-
mire that is expanding and deepening
and tightening its grip day by day. 

Verily, they are queries none has one
reasonable answer to them or to explain
the late adventure of the Arab League.
Since the first months of the change in
Iraq, the Arab League received Iraq’s
foreign minister with hospitality and
welcome. He said he was not an Arab
and did not want his country to be mem-
ber of any league or organization calling
itself Arab, when it would be like the
former Baghdad Pact or a Middle East
League, the foreign minister of that
regime would think of joining it and to
honor its membership. Nevertheless, the
Arab League has not stopped receiving
‘brave’ ministers from the succeeding
regimes ruling the “American” Iraq.
Some of them describe the Arabs as
Bedouins riding camels, after the Mosad

and the Americans have brainwashed
those ministers and have become in an
overnight disavowers of their Arab ori-
gin seeking a nationality fit for anyone
who betrays his homeland and receives
invaders with open arms. This minister
or that, after getting awake from the
nightmare of illusion and senses the
extent of shame that affected his home-
land and his own person, would come
back seeking help and launch the call of
distress, although its far too late. 

If I was to be the Arab League
Secretary General; something I never
wish to be in any day, I would have dis-
carded the question of Iraq for good at
this stage. I would have instead turned
the direction of my efforts to focus on
preventing repetition of Iraq’s destiny to
befall another Arab country. In this way
I would prove to the Arabs and the
world that the League is after restoration
of an Iraqi non-Arab regime to the Arab
League to pay its share to the League’s
budget. It is commonly known that the
Arab League is keener on share of the
Arab countries in its budget, regardless
of their genuine affiliation of Arabism,
than its keenness on affiliation of those
countries or the soundness of their
nationalist approach. Hence, this Arab
organization has made numberless mis-
takes since its very foundation fifty
years before. Would the Arab League
and its Secretary General respond the
genuine call of Arabism and leave the
Anglo-American occupation entertain
the booty and maintain the operations of
“liberation” and dissemination of the
principles of democracy and human
rights? 
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By Hassan Al-Haifi

OUROUR
OPINIONOPINION FFor five years now, we have been watching

George W. Bush doing everything possible to
intimidate and antagonize the Arabs, on the
grounds that, if you are not with us you are
against us.  Not only that, Mr. Bush has sought

to incriminate Arabs for everything that has happened in
the world that was not to his liking, ever since 9/11.  One
is surprised that Mr. Bush has not blamed the Arabs for all
the hurricanes that have hit the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean Basin.  One Arab observer remarked somewhat
jokingly that Mr. Bush has already filed a suit demanding
that the oil rich Gulf states pay for the reconstruction of
the City of New Orleans, because the US Embassy in
Riyadh told Condoleezza Rice that several Saudi Mosque
Sermonizers were praying that God bring havoc and
destruction to the United States, because of its one sided
attitude in dealing with the Palestinian problem.  

Last week, this observer could not help but notice how
coldly and somewhat undignified Mr. Bush met with Mr.
Abbass Abu Mazen, the Chairman of the Palestine
Authority and spoke his mind about what the Israelis
expect of the Palestinians in the forthcoming few days,
months and years.  Yes, for all intents and purposes, it is
safe to assume that when Mr. Bush speaks about the
Middle East, one can assume that the words were either
written in Tel Aviv or approved in advance in Tel Aviv,
before Mr.   Bush spoke them.  Mr. Bush in fact was
almost complimenting and praising the Israelis for their
one sided initiative of “withdrawing from Gaza, as if the
ball was now in the Palestinian side.  Moreover, rather
than promising anything to the Palestinians, Mr. Bush
reiterated the Israeli demand that the Palestinian authority
“disarm the Palestinian gangs”, as he often refers to the
resistance movements of Al-Jihad and Hamas.  As usual,
Mr. Abbass left Washington without so much as even a
promise that Washington, would start to make its leverage
count most where it is needed.  There was not intention
shown of exercising any pressure on the Israelis to halt
settlement activity or the construction of the apartheid
wall.  Mr. Bush doesn’t have the faintest idea that the
Israelis are building a wall on stolen land to “protect”
stolen property or territory and to imprison the indigenous
inhabitants of the land that the Israelis have stolen.  This
is really the biggest rip-off in human history.  Yet Mr.
Bush still insists that Ariel Sharon is his close friend,
while he lectures visiting Palestinians on his God sent
mission to destroy Iraq and Afghanistan.  The Palestinians
are under the impression that God has only spoken to one
man and that is Moses, but they forgot that Mr. Bush,
since he is President of the world’s Superpower, has a hot
line to Heavens!  This is the kind of intimidation that has
been characteristic of Mr. Bush, in his attitude towards the
Arabs and it seems to be a clear indication that the Arabs
should not count on American justice, even if they are
Arab-American citizens, whose only crime is that they
had a hassle with their (American) wife and the
Department of Home Security insists that they are dan-
gerous to American society.  

We now come to the matter of Syria and Lebanon.  The
latest effort to incriminate Syria (at the same time that the
trial of Saddam Hussein was proceeding), for a crime that
clearly Syria has no interest whatsoever to carry out (the
cold blooded murder of the late Lebanese Prime Minister
Rafiq Al-Hariri and 22 other innocent people – surely the
world of the Mossad) is another mind boggler on
American policy in the Middle East.  There is no question
in many an Arab observer’s mind that the Syrians would
be somewhat digging their own graves if they sought the
killing of Rafiq Al-Hariri let alone conspire to have it car-
ried out.  Oh there may have been Syrians and Lebanese
involved in the killing.  One should not forget, however,
that Israel had a force of some two thousand Lebanese
agents under the command of Antoine Land, and it is not
difficult to see why Israel would seek to implicate
Lebanese and Syrian officials.  Israel is pursuing a relent-
less war against Syria, through the State Department and
America’s allies, in an effort to hit back at Syria (as well
as Iran) because of Hezbollah.  Israel has a big dilemma
in Hezbollah and it is seeking to close all avenues of sup-
port that Hezbollah may have relied on over the years to
build its strong citadel in the Beka’a and other areas of
South Lebanon.  It has tried every way to try to confront
Hezbollah, but found that directly confronting Hezbollah
has no payoff and in fact may even be costly.  Thus, Israel
has no choice but to railroad the US into direct confronta-
tions with Hezbollah’s most dependable friends in the
region, Iran and Syria.  

No one is sure how far all this negative diplomatic
maneuvering will lead to, but one is under the impression
that further violence in the region would not be a healthy
climate for world peace.  Although Israel would love
nothing more than to see the US carry out its military
objectives in the region and to keep the Arabs bogged
down in a messy sea of violence and destruction, the US
would be wise to start adopting a more even handed poli-
cy and close its ears for once to Israeli prodding.

There are ample American interests in the region and as
the War on Terror has not produced any dramatic success-
es so far, it is not far fetched to assume that America is
pursuing a self-defeating policy in the region that is actu-
ally nurturing terrorism for many years to come.  This
would be more the case, while Israel is allowed to carry
out official state terrorism under the protection of the
United States and the blessings of the self proclaimed
“Prophet Bush”.

What does Mr.
Bush want from

the Arabs?
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WWords of ords of WWisdomisdom
The rate of population growth is an
extremely vital factor in the ability of
the country to successfully develop. It is
imperative that the government, Non
government organizations, the media,
educationists, and intellectuals join
hands to make it clear to families that a
large number of children is a burden
which neither the parents nor the society
can handle

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

EEvery country lives through various economic chal-
lenges one time or the other, It is up to the countryʼs
policymakers and economic experts to help the
nationʼs economy survive the damage and rise from
the fall. With globalization and exchange of expert-

ise and experiences around the world, countries should no
longer have to reinvent the wheel whenever economic crises
knock on the doors. This is why learning from other countriesʼ
success stories is a must, and this is what Yemen particularly
lacks. In fact, unfortunately the Yemeni policymakers does not
seem to even learnt from its own experiences let away others.
However, it remains the duty of independent media to remind,
probe and question just in case the story of Yemen is to be told
one day. 

The visit of the Turkish prime minister to Yemen under the
context of the Turkish-Yemeni Business Forum is a live proof
of how wise economic strategies and dedicated implementa-
tion of economic reform can drastically uplift a countryʼs econ-
omy. Turkey experienced two major economic crises in
November 2000 and February 2001. The cost of these crises
and of the subsequent transformation of the economy was
substantial. Public sectorʼs net debt-to-GNP ratio nearly dou-
bled within a year and the economy experienced its most seri-
ous contraction since the Second World War Economic activ-
ity dwindled and unemployment rose drastically. However, the
Turkish government had implemented a wise and compre-
hensive process of economic reform and restructuring focus-
ing primarily on the banking sector and financial markets.
Starting with finance and privatization, sweeping reforms
included agriculture, social security, energy and telecommuni-
cation sectors have been successfully carried out by the
Government.  These are focused particularly on the reform of
the public sector itself through measures in a number of topics
ranging from successful policymaking to transparency and
good governance. 

Another example is Italy; Italy was able to rise from ashes
of the Second World War to becoming the 7th most progress-
ing country in the world today. Italy successfully achieved this
because of its investments in the small and medium scale
industries, which lead to retrieving the economy from the
remains and was rebuilt again. Mr. Sergio Marini, President of
the Arab-Italian Chamber of Commerce commented on
Yemenʼs economy as in is a state of reform now this is why
concentrating on these industries would help the economy to
a great extent. “Today because of globalization and the rapid
movement of the world economics the challenges are more
but they could be overcome through investing in the small and
medium scale economies.” He said this last year. 

Mr. Marini offered Italyʼs economic expertise to the Yemeni
government last year, Turkey is currently launching a grand
economic exchange program with Yemen, and Japan and
Malaysia have been politely offering their services and expert-
ise throughout the years yet there is no actual response what-
soever as our policymakers intent to reinvent the wheel! These
countries are a few examples of successful economic trans-
formations. Yemen does not lack resources, or help, the only
thing Yemen lacks is real political will for reform and good gov-
ernance. Official sources blame donor countries for their
recent reduction of development funds as if the government
has no concern or plan for funding national development. This
is one of the reasons the development process in Yemen has
slowed down. But I think anyone with good senses would
understand that Yemen lost its
credibility as a responsible
government trying unsuccess-
fully to reinvent the wheel.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

Reinventing
the wheel

By Prof. Dr.
Abdulaziz al-Tarb

Arab League awakening
and Iraq’s wounds

RAIDAN ABDULAZIZ AL-SAQQAF
alsaqqaf@gmail.com

TT
he recent comments by vice
prime minister Sofan per-
haps say more than what he
intended to reveal, respond-
ing to Flavia Pansieri, the

resident representative of the United
Nations Development Program while
questioning the wisdom in distribution
of the countries’ resources, knowingly
that Yemen’s military expenditure is
around 7.8% of the Gross Domestic
product, ranking it as the 8th largest per-
centage of a country’s GDP in the world,
comparing to the 1.5% spent on health,
one of the tiniest.

“Development and Security go hand
in hand” Sofan said, making military
expenditure as important an investment
in the future of Yemen as investing in
development. Or perhaps this military
power might come in very handy in the
near future? Let’s analyze a few other
issues to see where this leads us.
Obsessed? 

A couple of months ago, after the
crash of the 2nd Meg aircraft which

while training in two months, a new red-
line was formulated against the freedom
of the press; that is to forbid publishing
any news items, opinions or any other
press materials exposing, discussing or
even mentioning any military activities,
which has been increasing in number
and in nature rapidly during the last
year.

In addition to that, the reaction of the
government in response to the public
demonstrations protesting the oil prices
hike in which tanks and other military
vehicles were marshaled into the streets
of major cities to combat the demonstra-
tors provides an insight into what
actions might we expect should ‘things
go wrong’. 

Yemen has a long history in arms
trade and smuggling, this dissolves any
information around what types of
weapons may be existent in the country
and the nature of the organized group-
ings which undertake this systematic
arming and smuggling of weapons, was
it Islamic militants, separatist groups or
even, ironically, the regime itself.

There is a lot of uncertainty around
the future of Yemen, especially if presi-

dent Saleh maintained his desire not to
run for elections the coming year, con-
sidering the non-existent of any rep-
utable candidate to replace him either
nominated by opposition parties or even
from the People’s General Congress.
More arguably we would see a scenario
similar to that of Mauritania in which a
board of militants took power in a peace-
ful manner. However, such a scenario to
happen in Yemen may as well remain an
illusion because Yemenis are not known
for their love of peace or their desire to
negotiate transition of power peacefully.

If you are as pessimistic as I am, dear
reader, then stock your emergency sup-
plies and hope that thereafter vice prime
minister Sofan is right when justifying
that military expenditure and develop-
ment come ‘hand in hand’.

I have genuine respect for vice prime
minister Sofan, however, I can’t appreci-
ate how spending scare resources on
expensive heavy artillery and fighter jets
is as important as seriously combating
corruption, eradicating poverty and
investing in health which remains a
minor priority, unless, of course, Yemen
is at the urge of war.

Is Yemen at the urge of war?

II
n 2003, the Horn of
Africa grouping with
Yemen was estab-
lished. This group
includes Yemen,

Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti,
Ethiopia and Sudan. This
grouping aimed to reinforce
the relationships between the
countries, resolve conflicts
among them, stop the civil
war in Somalia, and fight ter-
rorist organizations that
exploit the politically instable situation
in the region to attack western interests.
In addition, the group will work on com-
bating poverty and organized crime
through supporting the economic pro-
grams and watching the borders and the
coastal areas that link the countries of
the region. 

Although Yemen does not belong to
Africa, Yemen’s ability to tackle region-
al problems was conducive to more sta-
bility. As was the case with the Hunaish
islands problem between Yemen and
Eritrea. Instead of the military alterna-
tive, Yemen referred the problem to the
International Court of Justice that settled

the problem and forced
Eritrea to recognize that
the islands belong to
Yemen. Moreover,
Yemen’s strategic geo-
graphical location serves
as a link between three
continents - Asia, Africa
and Europe - and the
control of the Bab al-
Mandab Strait, have
helped to play a key role
in the region.

The Yemeni president has played a
crucial role in establishing this group
through his participation in the regional
meeting held in Yemen, that marked the
birth of the group. He has also con-
tributed to solving border disputes
between Eritrea and Ethiopia when he
held a meeting in Yemen to discuss the
problem. He also visited Ethiopia to
meet with high officials there for the
purpose of discussing the situation. He
succeeded in persuading the Ethiopian
leaders to refer the problem to the
International Court of Justice, which
issued a verdict and set up a committee
to define the borders. 

President Saleh has also assumed a
significant role in the peace process in
Somali land. He called on the Somali
factions to put an end to the civil war
and urged the military factions to come
to the negotiation table to make peace.
His efforts culminated in the formation
of a national government that included
most of the warlords in Somalia. It is
noteworthy that the new Somali govern-
ment has launched its activity from
Ethiopia and could persuade the war-
lords to withdraw their militia from the
capital city Mogadishu.

As for Yemen’s future role within this
group, plans have been made to establish
a regional council for economic, politi-
cal and social cooperation, expected to
contain the Horn of Africa countries and
Yemen. Yemen is also trying to expand
the activity of the group and ensure safe
navigation routes to make the countries
benefit from the international commer-
cial activity. Yemen’s efforts will further
stabilize the volatile Horn of Africa and
contribute to a better world. Yemen has
proved itself to be a good and benevo-
lent neighbor much concerned with the
war ravaged countries next door.

Yemen: Benevolent attention
in the Horn of Africa

By Abdulalem
Al-sheraʼbi
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weekly, 15 Oct.
2005.

Main headlines
- Sana’a insists on his demand,

politicians: the ball at Riyadh field
and the treaties of Jeddah and Taif
at stake, Officially and popularly
Yemen waits for Saudi Arabia
handing over al-Asnaj

- WTO sets a condition of establish-
ment of stock market and cancella-
tion of exclusive trade agencies

- Al-Mouyad in intensive care, the
national committee accuses
Washington of intentional negli-
gence 

- A GPC newspaper mentions in the
name of the CIA, claiming
transcontinental Yemeni terror

The newspaper’s  political editor
mentions in his article that the
American ambassador to Yemen must
realize well what kind of responsibility
on his shoulder as a diplomat repre-
senting a superpower that must be
characterized by many values and
behavior rising to the level at which
they should be. The American ambas-
sador in this context probably realizes
his authorities and tasks that do not
give him the right to exceed them and
to install himself a ruler in our country
to issue his evaluation on the Yemeni
internal affair particularly the issue of
democracy which he deals with
between the conditions of tide and ebb
as he likes, in addition to his meetings
with some of those who intend to go
beyond the national constants. This
matter has reflected itself on all seg-
ments of the Yemeni society producing
resentment to those provocations espe-
cially that they are voiced by a person-
ality that should not involve itself in
such matters and sayings.

It is not among democracy high
standards for another to interfere in our
own internal affairs or to grant to or
withhold his blessings whenever he
wishes. Such a stance has nothing to
do with diplomacy and adroitness as
much as violation of what is known in
the international community and rules
of diplomatic career. Such behavior
also expresses a state of pride and grat-
ification of a self desire for hegemony
and demonstration of power beginning
from the head of the White House to
the American ambassador to our coun-
try and to other countries. The result
would be non-respect of sovereignty
and independence of states, interfer-
ence in internal affairs and creation of
a kind of confusion in the democratic
process. 

As- Sahwa week-
ly, 13 Oct. 2005.

Main headlines
- Islah party condoles with govern-

ment and people of Pakistan on the
earthquake 

- American ambassador denies his
statements on halt of democracy in
Yemen 

- Demonstrations demanding the
release of al-Aryan 

- Students elections, financial report
may be the cause behind postpone-
ment 

- Minister of civil service promises
journalists of an increment appro-
priate to nature of their job

Columnist Zaid al-Shami says when
a catastrophe befalls a state like
America or Australia the rich and the
poor rush to offer urgent help and
relief and soon the impact of  destruc-
tion is contained, the affected are res-
cued and the killed dead bodies are

evacuated. He says this does not hap-
pen when such disasters befall the
Muslims and only small help is
offered, citing the world’s dealing with
the tsunami earthquake last year. The
efforts were little to the extent that
America was desisting from informing
those states on predictions that its
monitoring apparatuses spread all over
the world. 

If we have to put the blame on the
fanatic west and the east weighing
under burdens of its woes, blame
should be put also on the Muslims
themselves who have appeared to be
unable to stand by themselves and to
make preparations to encounter these
catastrophes. There are no effective
initiatives, correct mechanisms or
future vision although Islam has dictat-
ed cooperation in such instances. 

The regimes in power in the Islamic
world countries are preoccupied in
protecting and keeping their stay and
getting closer to the west at the
expense of their peoples’ security and
stability. They busy responding to
American pressures to fight charitable
societies and relief organizations all
over the Islamic world. These organi-
zations have become accused and
watched and many of them have been
closed down and therefore the popular
effort has become weak. 

An-Nahar week-
ly, 13 Oct.2005.

Main headlines
-  New amendment of wages strategy
- Sheikh al-Zindany: The day will

come when we would be proud of
these accusations 

- Seven Korean and Taiwanese ships
suspended from fishing in Yemeni
waters

- AlAsad: We would punish any

Syrian involved in assassination of
Al-Harriri

- GPC and the YSP approve a docu-
ment ending political dispute 

- Saudi accusations to Yemen of
smuggling weapons to terrorists

- FM al-Qirbi: Outside opposition
aims at impairing rapprochement
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia

Columnist Abdulbarri Tahir writes
saying all attempts of unification by
force had failed and he unity was one
of the data of democratic dialogue and
recognition of the political and parti-
san pluralism that the constitution has
guaranteed. 

In all celebrations of the Yemeni
revolution there happens to be a great
attention to the comparison between
the Imamate past and the revolutionary
era.  Despite the elapse of more than
four decades, our officials and their
propaganda media focus on compari-
son as if the past is the only witness to
progress and prosperity. This desperate
comparison hides a tendency for attest-
ing the honorable record of themselves
and continuation of standing at the
thresholds of the entombed Imamate. 

None is ungrateful that the succes-
sive governance has achieved many
accomplishments in the infrastructure
and in various areas in education,
health and medication but the criterion
of judging those accomplishments
would not be in returning to the past.
Yemen is still at the lowest the scale in
illiteracy where it is more than 65%
among men and 80% among women
and there is the spread of various dis-
eases. More than 40% of the popula-
tion is still living below the line of
poverty and there is up until now no
just judiciary after almost half a centu-
ry since the September revolution. The
rounds of violence witnessed in Yemen
every now and then confirm that
democracy in Yemen is still unable to
solve the puzzle of conflict for power
and has not approached the gate of the
peaceful transfer of power. 

Al-Nidaa weekly,
12 Oct.205.

Writer Salwa Sanaani wrote an arti-
cle mentioning that there has been
knowing of the secret behind the ongo-
ing conflict between the head of the
government and the private universi-
ties. The prime minister issued two
months ago his decision of closing
down the private universities despite
the fact that their administrations pos-
sess licenses of practicing the profes-
sion issued by the ministry of higher
education in implementation of invest-
ment in the field of teaching the human
and qualifying him. Those universities
have branches in Arab countries whose
ministries recognize the certificates
granted to their graduates and allow
them to be employed in their institu-
tions. The paradox is that certificates
of the graduates of those universities
are not recognized by the Yemen min-
istries of labour and civil service. 

Whatever the cause of conflict is,
the important thing is the fate of the
students. What about the Yemeni stu-
dents of the third and fourth years who
are close to graduation?  Has the gov-
ernment of Bajammal taken decisions
countering its decision of closing
down those universities concerning
those students to be accepted in gov-
ernment universities or would it leave
them on the streets?             

Annas weekly, 17
Oct. 2005.

Main headlines
- After 25 years in exile, Saudi del-

egate to discuss demand for hand-
ing over al-Asnaj to Yemen  

- Conflicting news on sheikh al-
Mouyad’s health deterioration 

- British ambassador in steps of the
American ambassador in criticiz-
ing situations in Yemen

- Yemen denies relation to Somalia
weapons and Jeddah guns

Columnist Ali Mohammed al-Sarari
also writes on he American ambassa-

dor to Sana’a statements on state of
democracy in Yemen saying the back
down of the American ambassador last
week regarding his previous statement
talking about democracy in Yemen as
having stopped in its progress did not
save the deterioration between the two
countries. The American ambassador
resorting to diplomatic skill to save the
situation was no more than amending
his saying of the stop of democracy
process in Yemen and replacing it by a
phrase of it slowness. Slowness here is
undesirable description of an emerging
democracy whose advocates are trying
hard to gain an international certificate
asserting its maturity and voidness of
defects. 

This backing down by the American
ambassador from his statements has
harmed his reputation among the pub-
lic. They revealed weakness of his
credibility among the domestic public
opinion and extended to his country’s
reputation which is naturally not good.
Those opposing the American policy
found in it a material to say this super-
power is giving priority to its small

security interests to the people’s big
interests of the people of Yemen. It has
added a new argument to those of the
government aimed at inspiring despair
into the citizens hearts in that the
United States is not serious in raising
the slogan of political reforms in coun-
tries of the Arab region and those
reforms are merely a card of pressure
Washington uses against Arab rulers to
realize intentions having no relation to
democracy or human rights or victory
of values of freedom. 

The official reaction to statement of
the American ambassador has been
characterized by intense toughness and
the information source has taken the
forefront position in a media campaign
against the ambassador and the poli-
cies of the United States in the region,
adding hat the statement has represent-
ed an interference in Yemen’s internal
affairs and that democracy is an affair
of Yemen alone. The source wondered
if the United States wanted the type of
democracy in Yemen similar to the
democracy the United States is estab-
lishing in Iraq and in Afghanistan.
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Review By Mohammed Khidhr

By Samer A.

SSeveral international
organizations have
alarmed of the potential
catastrophe that we are
heading to in Yemen due

to the deterioration in many aspects.
Recently the Human Development
Report  for 2005 launched in Sanaía
last week warned of the low pace of
progress in development and listed
Yemen, as usual, as one of the poorest
countries in the world despite efforts
to  reduce poverty. For this, reaching
most of the Millennium Development
Goals by 2015 is becoming
impossible. Yemen's rank did not
show any progress but to the contrary,
we went back two points lower than
last yearís ranking, putting it at 151,
according to the new report. These
indicators  which have been shared
by several international agencies are
disappointing and shocking at the
same time, entailing the gloomy
future awaiting this country and its
people. However, our political
regime has never stopped talking
about its "great achievements." 

When the US ambassador said that
democratic progress had stalled, hell
broke loose as if he committed a great
felony for which he deserved all the
hostile writings in the official media.
Now, what is our regime going to say
about the UN report ranking Yemen
at 151 among the world countries. Is
this also a conspiracy that is targeting
the stabilized situation and the
republican regime, as they always
allege? 

Flavia Pansieri, Resident
Representative of UNDP in Yemen
was completely right when she
criticized Yemen's high military
spending compared to its low output
for development and services. 

How come that Sufan is being
critical to donors' low support while
the people in charge are not investing
our resources in development but

building military capacity. 
Only 1.3% of GDP goes to public

health expenditures, while military
expenditure accounts for over 7%.
This is nonsense and a waste of
money. Our priority is not buying
military aircrafts right now but
building schools or hospitals. Our
priority is not scud missiles but
providing medicine and vaccinations
against polio, dengue and many other
diseases our country is plagued with. 

Foreign experts, not Yemeni
opposition figures, are concerned that
the war on terror and cooperation
with the US in this regard has built
the security capacity of the regime
rather than stabilizing the situation; it
has increased the repression
capabilities of the regime rather than
the potentials of state's strength.  That
is, tightening security, which Sufan
claimed to be priority and goes hand
in hand with development, is not
building a state of the rule of law; it
has not beefed up the sector of
tourism or oil as they claim as well.
If  the security situation is ok and our
border disputes with neighboring
countries are sorted out, then  we do
need to allocate hundred millions of
US dollars to military expenditures.

Our problem is not a question of
low or high support. It is rather, the
distribution of these loans and
donations in light of needs. These
people in power do not care about the
people and if they have good services
or not. They just care about
protecting their stay in power and this
is why they are  spending through
their nose on military and security. It
is not a problem if people do not have
electricity , clean water or schools.
The most important thing to them is
to purchase military hardware or
build war colleges. This really shows
that the regime has not any agenda
for this nation and will lead it to
complete collapse. 

Investing in Military
Versus Development

By Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
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Republic of Yemen 
Civil Aviation Meteorology Authority (CAMA)

Sana’a International Airport Development Project , Phase - III 

Invitation for Prequalification
1. The Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority ( CAMA ) invites eligible, qualified Contractors to apply for the

prequalification of the construction of the new airfield , infrastructure and ancillary buildings in Sana’a International
Airport phase III of the Sana’a International Airport Development Project. The construction works comprise the
following:

- New Runway / parallel Taxiway / Rapid Exists / Connecting Taxiways / Navigational Equipment / Electrical
Network / All related facilities etc .

- Terminal Building Apron / Aircraft fuel Hydrant System / All related facilities etc. 
- New Air Traffic Control Tower Building / Technical Building / Equipment / Electrical network / All related

Facilities etc.
- New Sewage / Water Supply System / Storm Water Drainage / All related facilities etc.
- New Electrical stations ( 11KV / 380V ) / All related facilities etc.
- New Radar Building / Equipment / Electrical Network / All related facilities etc.
- New Main Fire Station / Electrical / Plumbing / All related facilities etc.
- Transmitter Tower and Building / Equipment / Electrical network / All related facilities etc. 
- Receiver Tower and Building / Equipment / Electrical network / All related facilities etc .
- Automated Weather Observation Station ( AWOS ) Equipment / Electrical Network / All related facilities etc.
- Fire Fighting System / Equipment / Electrical Network / All related facilities etc.
- Elevated Water Tank / All related facilities etc.

2. The Republic of Yemen has received a loan from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development to finance
this Project , and will use this loan to cover part of the costs associated with the construction works. 

3. Contractors applying for prequalification will be qualified based on their experience in similar Projects of comparable
value and size, as well as the personal and Technical capabilities expected to be allocated to the project , in addition
to the evaluation of their financial ability. Consistent with the regulations of the Rep. of Yemen / Arab Fund, a margin
of preference will be given to Arab Contractors and International Joint ventures if the Arab Contractors form part of
them.

4. Interested Contractors who feel competent and capable may obtain Prequalification Documents from Project
Implementation unit in Sana’a as of the date of this announcement , at a non-refundable amount of US $1000 (US
Dollars one thousand only ) or the equivalent in Yemeni Rails payable to Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority
(CAMA) address given below. The completed sealed documents must reach to the address given below on 15
December 2005 at 10:00 A.M. The Prequalified Contractors and Joint ventures will be notified to receive the tender
documents approximately 50 days after receipt of the applications. Also, Contractor not meeting the required
prequalification will be informed. 

The Project Manager Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority
Project implementation unit . (CAMA)
Sana’a Int. Airport Development. Zubeiray Street.
Project, Airport Road, Jiraf . P.O. Box : 1042 Sana’a .
P.O. Box : 25579 – Sana’a Republic of Yemen.
Republic of Yemen Phone : + 967 1 274717
Phone : +967 1 327668 / 325314 Fax : +967 1 274718
Fax : +967 1 327667 E-mail : chairman@cama.gov.ye
E-mail : SIADP2004@yahoo.com.hk
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Yemeni-Turkish relations, from
strength to strength

Relations between Yemen and
Turkey continue to develop in every
aspect, especially during 2005 which
laid the groundwork for an ambitious
cooperation plan and an intensification
of Turkish-Yemeni bilateral relations
in the years to come. Yemen was hon-
ored twice in 2005 with the visit of
Turkey’s Chief of Staff, General Hilmi
Özkök in May, followed by Mr.
Abdullah Gül, Turkish Minister of for-
eign affairs on the occasion of the 32nd
Islamic Conference for Foreign
Ministers. The Yemeni-Turkish rela-
tions were enhanced further after the

third session of the Turkish-Yemeni
Joint Committee sessions in Ankara
last month. 

More importantly, the Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo∂an will
also be conducting a three-day official
visit to Yemen tomorrow, accompanied
by a delegation of government officials
and over a hundred Turkish business-
men. Furthermore, H.E. Bülent Arynç,
Speaker of the Turkish Grand National
Assembly, is scheduled to visit Yemen
in the months ahead. Melih Gökçek,
Mayor of Ankara, will be visiting
Sana’a as well, probably in December.

The fact that Turkey and Yemen,
along with Italy, are government co-

sponsors of the Democracy Assistance
Dialogue (DAD) of the G-8’s Forum
for the Future allows our countries to
achieve the necessary coordination for
approaching Middle Eastern issues
from a common standpoint.

All high-level Government officials
in Yemen, with H.E. President Ali
Abdullah Saleh foremost among them,
are determined to develop political,
economic and trade relations with
Turkey; the Yemeni government stress-
es the importance of these bilateral
relations for the economic develop-
ment and prosperity of the nations.
These views are shared by Turkish
officials and businessmen alike, which
provides us with a perfect set of cir-
cumstances: all relevant actors are
being given the message that they
should “make optimum use of the pres-
ent and future potential”.

I am certain that this message has
been understood by both sides, and I
believe that many countries will
observe Yemeni-Turkish relations with
envy in the coming years.

Outcomes of the 3rd session of the
Turkish-Yemeni Joint Committee in
September

The Turkish-Yemeni Joint
Committee was established in accor-
dance with Article VII of the
Agreement on Trade, Economic and
Technical Cooperation between the
Governments of Turkey and Yemen,
dated August 26th, 1991. The third ses-
sion of the Joint Committee was held
September 6th-8th of this year, in
Ankara in which the Yemeni delega-
tion was headed by H.E. Dr. Khaled
Rajeh Sheikh, the Minister of Industry
and Trade while the Turkish delegation
was headed by H.E. Assoc. Prof.
Abdullatif ªener, State Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister of Turkey. The
Joint Committee discussed various
issues in the fields of trade, standardi-
zation, investments, industry, energy,
agriculture and fishery, transportation,
contracting and consultancy services,
tourism, environmental protection,
health, culture, archives, higher educa-
tion and youth and sports.

One important result of the session
was that it facilitated signing the agree-
ment on the avoidance of double taxa-
tion between the two countries, which
is expected to be finalized soon, which
should pave the way for exports and
investments among the two countries.

Other agreements on which progress
was made during the third session of
the Joint Committee were the Maritime
Transportation Agreement, a
Memorandum of Understanding in the
field of environment and the Long-
term Cooperation Agreement in the
field of youth and sports. The two sides
agreed to sign this last agreement dur-
ing Prime Minister Erdo∂an’s upcom-
ing visit to Yemen.

Also during the joint committee,
steps were taken to ensure future coop-
eration in the area of small and micro

enterprises (SMEs). The Turkish side
also requested that the Yemeni side
encourage local corporations to invest
in Turkey, thereby benefiting from the
new Foreign Direct Investment Law,
which entered into force in June 2003.
The fourth session of the Joint
Committee will be held in Sana’a soon.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdo∂an’s visit to Yemen 

H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdo∂an, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Turkey, is
arriving tomorrow for a 3-day visit in
response to an invitation from H.E.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, this trip
will be the first visit of a Turkish prime
minister to Yemen since Prime
Minister Özal visited Yemen in 1987,
hereby creating another milestone in
the brotherly and productive relations
between the two countries. Aside from
this official delegation and members of
the Turkish press, Prime Minister
Erdo∂an will also be accompanied by
over 100 businessmen and representa-
tives of the major Turkish corporations
and industries, which are eager to
investigate and explore suitable invest-
ment opportunities. The Prime
Minister’s visit therefore presents a
unique opportunity to boost the
Turkish-Yemeni economic and trade
ties further which marked an astonish-
ing growth of 25% in 2004 totaling in
214 million US$, due to the good qual-
ity, suitable pricing and most notably,
the positive consumer attitude towards
Turkish brands and products. 

Prime Minister Erdo∂an will meet
H.E. President Saleh on the first day of
the visit, while procedural meetings
with the cabinet of ministers will take
place on the second day of the visit. It
is also very likely that Prime Minister
Erdo∂an and his delegation will visit
the Aden Free Zone in order to survey
the current capabilities and develop-
ment prospects of the port, with special
emphasis on investment possibilities to
benefit both nations. The Turkish and
Yemeni Prime Ministers are likely to
address the assembled Yemeni &
Turkish businessmen on the subject.

Yemen’s Ministry of Industry and
Trade has been closely collaborating
with the Yemeni Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
to arrange a fruitful program for the
Turkish businessmen accompanying
H.E. Prime Minister Erdo∂an, in which
a high-level briefing on trade and busi-
ness opportunities available in Yemen
from the perspective of the privet sec-
tor in Yemen, and to arrange meetings
with Yemeni businessmen with the
prospect of becoming future trade part-
ners, while hosting iftar meals in honor
of the Turkish businessmen. 

Meanwhile, The Initiation of the
Turkish-Yemeni Business Council dur-
ing the Prime Minister’s visit would
provide an ideal and necessary institu-
tional framework for future trade rela-
tions between the two countries, and
we are sure, as the Turkish Embassy,
that the entire delegation will enjoy an
excellent reception in the brotherly
country of Yemen, and will be delight-
ed to research the prospects of invest-
ing in Yemen.

Lessons learnt from the recent devel-
opments in Turkish economy

Over the past two decades, the
Republic of Turkey has undergone a
profound economic transformation.
Combined with an outward oriented
trade policy, the Turkish economy has
been pursuing a progressive growth in
most sectors.  In spite of certain diffi-
culties, the Turkish economy has
become more resilient to external and
domestic fluctuations. 

Turkey experienced two major eco-
nomic crises in November 2000 and
February 2001. The cost of these crises
and of the subsequent transformation
of the economy was substantial. Public
sector’s net debt-to-GNP ratio nearly
doubled within a year and the economy
experienced its most serious contrac-
tion since the World War II. Economic
activity dwindled and unemployment
rose.    

As a result of these developments, a

new economic reform program was
announced in April 2001, focusing pri-
marily on the banking sector and finan-
cial markets. The overall strategy of
the program comprises of three meas-
ures: Reforming the banking sector,
ensuring stability in the money and for-
eign exchange markets and providing a
sustainable growth environment in
macro-economic balances.

Turkey integration with the
European Union

Turkey’s membership to the EU is a
process, which has its roots back in late
1950s.  It has been the main pillar of
Turkish foreign policy, and consolidat-
ed over the years.  Turkey was declared
a candidate destined to become a full
member in 1999. Since then, Turkey
has undergone a very comprehensive
reform process geared at meeting the
membership criteria as stipulated by
the EU.  Consequently, based on the
recognition by the European
Commission and the Council on 17
December last year to have met suffi-
ciently the Copenhagen Criteria,
Turkey was given a firm a date (3
October 2005) to start the accession
negotiations.

The start of the accession negotia-
tion on 3 October has opened a new
page in Turkey - EU relations.  Now,
Turkey is becoming an accession coun-
try. However, economic integration
between Turkey and the EU is even
more advanced due to the Customs
Union, which has been in force for
almost a decade now. Turkey is the
only country to have entered into a
Customs Union with the EU prior to
accession. While the EU holds a big
share in foreign investment in Turkey,
it is also a major trade partner of the
country. 

The progress in accession process
accompanied by significant structural
reforms in the Turkish economy will
appeal to more foreign investors,
which will reflect on the economic
relations between Turkey and the EU
positively. Turkey’s economic contri-
bution to the EU will not only be limit-
ed to its own economic potential but
also encompass the strategic geogra-
phy it is located in. Turkey is situated
on a key location for the increasingly
important energy, transportation, and
communication networks that link the
East to Europe. Aiming for leadership
in foreign trade in its geography,
Turkey has developed extensive trade
relations with the Central Asian, Black
Sea Economic Cooperation and the
Economic Cooperation Organization
countries. Turkey will thus be able to
contribute both to the EU’s opening to
these markets and to the procurement
of raw materials and inputs that are of
vital importance for the European
economy.

Yemeni-Turkish Friendship
Association activities and future
perspectives

The Yemeni-Turkish Friendship
Association was founded January 2003
through the joint efforts of Yemenis
educated in Turkey and Turkish citi-
zens residing in Yemen. The
Association is chaired by Presidential
Advisor Mr. Abdulhadi Al-Hamdani,
and includes among its members such
high-ranking Yemeni officials as the
Mayor of Sana’a and the director of
Yemen’s national archives, and Mr.
Walid Al-Saqqaf the ex-editor of
Yemen Times.

The Association, financed by the
monthly contributions of its members,
will be actively engaged in the social
and cultural fields, promoting closer
ties between the brotherly peoples of
Yemen and Turkey in these areas.

The founding of the Yemeni-Turkish
Friendship Association has been very
fortunate for Turks and Yemenis alike.
Yemen and Turkey have common his-
torical ties, and both countries have
rich cultures which can become a
mutual advantage. The Friendship
Association, which will be organizing
various activities to this end, can
always count on the Turkish
Embassy’s support.

H.E.  Ambassador Türel Özkarol

Ambassador H.E. Türel Özkarol to the Yemen Times: 
“I believe that many countries will observe Yemeni-
Turkish relations with envy in the coming years.”

YYemen’s relations with Turkey are of the strongest and oldest
throughout the region, in which cultural, political and economi-
cal relations has been going from strength to strength. H.E.
Ambassador Türel Özkarol has been heading the Turkish mis-
sion in Yemen since April 16th, 2005, and has put strengthening

the Yemeni-Turkish relations even further as his ambition, as he revealed in this
interview with Ms. Nadia al-Sakkaf, Editor in Chief of Yemen Times. 

Mr. Özkarol has been a diplomat in the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for over 33 years, and has extensive experience in diverse bilateral and multi-
lateral political, economic, cultural and consular affairs. Prior to his appoint-
ment as the Turkish ambassador to Kyrgyzstan in 1996, he was the Deputy
Director General for Human Rights Issues for over five years at the Turkish
Ministry of foreign affairs in Ankara. More recently during the years 1998 –
2001, Mr. Özkarol was appointed as the Turkish Ambassador to Chile, after
which he played an important role as a member of the Ministry’s Inspection
Board, along with assuming the duties as the National Coordinator for the
Balkan Stability Pact and the Southeast European Cooperation Initiative
(SECI).

Mr. Türel Özkarol is originally from Istanbul and has been married for 33
years and has a 30-year old daughter, as well as a granddaughter who is three-
and-a-half years old. Mr. Özkarol graduated from the Faculty of Political
Science at the University of Toulouse, France, in 1968, and his master’s degree
in the economics of developing countries.
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TThere is a most important
truth revealed in the verse
“You will not attain true
goodness until you give
of what you love,”

(Surah Al ‘Imran, 92) One of the most
basic qualities that leads people to
“goodness” in the true sense is “altru-
ism.” The word itself means the will-
ing and immediate renunciation of

things a person possesses, loves and
values. It means being prepared when
necessary to undergo all kinds of diffi-
culty and trouble for the values one
believes in or those whom one loves,
and to do all in one’s power on their
behalf with enthusiasm, determination
and will. It means being able to
renounce one’s own interests when
faced with a choice between them and
the values one upholds and the people
one loves and to make all kinds of
material and other sacrifices for their
sake.

However, human passions have
been created with a predisposition
towards poor moral values such as
selfishness and egotism. Unless prop-
erly trained, these selfish emotions
come to completely dominate a per-
son’s moral framework. Such a person
thinks mainly of himself rather than of
anyone else. He always wants the best,
the most attractive, the most perfect of
everything for himself. Yet he also
expects everyone else to demonstrate
understanding and self-sacrifice.
Whenever he encounters any difficulty
he expects those around him to under-
go risks and inconvenience for him,
and to support him even to the extent
of foregoing their own interests. He

desires to protect his own wishes and
interests and to ensure his own ease
and comfort. In an adverse situation a
person may be able to renounce many
things he values – in the name of pro-
tecting his or her interests and pre-
venting any harm from coming to him.
Allah has revealed this excessive self-
ishness in the human spirit in the
Qur’an: 

Truly man was created head-
strong – desperate when bad things
happen, begrudging when good
things come. (Surat al-Ma‘arij, 19-
21)

It is possible to free one’s spirit
from this weakness by understanding
faith and living by the moral values of
the Qur’an. Someone who understands
the truths revealed in the Qur’an and
the moral conception commanded by

Allah will achieve a state of morality
capable of exhibiting altruism at any
moment of his life. That is because in
the verse “It is the
people who are safe-
guarded from the
avarice of their own
selves who are suc-
cessful” (Surat at-
Taghabun, 64), Allah
has revealed that it is
safeguarding their
desires from this vice
that will lead people to
salvation in this world
and the next. 

Allah has created the
human conscience in order for people
to protect their passions from evil and
to attain the kind of moral values
beloved of Him. The voice of that con-
science shows people the way to avoid
all forms of wickedness and to attain
what is good. The deep love and pow-
erful fear of Allah in the heart of a true
believer prevents him from being van-
quished by the wickedness of his
desires. Knowing that the true purpose
behind his existence in the life of this
world is to attain Allah’s approval,
such a person seeks to spend every
moment of his life behaving in such a
way that will be pleasing to Allah. He
knows that the life of this world is but
short, and that a person must strive for
the eternal life of the Hereafter. He

never forgets that all the interests he
obtains here are transitory, after which
he will have to render account to
Allah. He knows that those who seek
to ensure their own desires and inter-
ests in the life of this world, instead of
seeking Allah’s approval, mercy and
Paradise, may be rewarded with eter-
nal suffering in the Hereafter. On the
other hand, Allah will recompense
altruistic moral values with goodness
and beauty in this world and by eter-
nal, incomparable blessings in the
next. In the Qur’an, Allah imparts
these glad tidings to people who
behave morally, 

Those who do good will have the
best and more! Neither dust nor
debasement will darken their faces.
They are the Companions of the
Garden, remaining in it timelessly,
for ever. (Surah Yunus, 26)

When one thinks of self-sacrifice,
however, what comes to mind should
not be solely giving away part of one’s
material possessions, that part which
represents more than one actually
needs for oneself. Self-sacrifice is a
way of life that stems from strength of
faith and dominates a believer’s entire
life. 

This spirit of altruism needs to be
present within a sensitivity of con-
science to everything going on around
a person. Altrusim means a person
seeking to feel himself responsible on
every matter, from social problems to
the oppressed, persecuted, starving
and needy people all over the world,
and striving to find a solution to them.
It is the employment of one’s reason
and conscience at the highest possible
level, without ever saying, “There are
plenty of people with the means and

resources to resolve all these issues, so
let them do it.” It means those with a
“vestige of good,” as revealed in the

verse: “Would that there
had been more people
with a vestige of good
among the generations
of those who came before
you, who forbade cor-
ruption in the Earth,
other than the few
among them whom We
saved. Those who did
wrong gladly pursued
the life of luxury that
they were given and
were evildoers” (Surah

Hud, 116), Muslims who believe, who
listen to the voice of their consciences
and fear Allah, acting in the knowl-
edge of their responsibilities. 

When we look at the events experi-
enced by Muslims throughout the
course of history we see that they have
always been able to overcome troubles
and diffculties in this way. Beginning
with the Prophet Muhammad (saas),
made a role model for all humanity by
Allah, and his companions, Muslims
have always lived this moral frame-
work in the best manner possible and
have been a means whereby, with their
superior solidarity and instances of
self-sacrifice, Islam and the moral val-
ues of the Qur’an have spread all over
the world. The superior moral values

and generosity of the Prophet (saas)
are revealed thus in the hadiths: 
* The Prophet (saas) was the most

generous of people in auspicious
deeds. The Prophet (saas) was
more generous even than the wind
blowing from the direction of
good.

* He never said “I do not possess
such” when asked for something
and never begrudged anything
asked of him.

* Abu Zerr told me the following:
“Son of my brother! I went to the
Prophet’s (saas) side. Taking my
hand, he said, ‘Abu Zerr! Even if I
had as much gold and silver as
Mount Uhud I would wish to spend
it in the way of Allah, leaving not a
farthing behind’.”

The companions of the Prophet
(saas) who were ready to unquestion-
ingly give up their goods and lives in
order to gain the approval of Allah
exhibited great examples of self-sacri-
fice throughout their lives. Since they
possessed a sure and certain belief in
Allah and the Hereafter they never
regarded giving in the way of Allah
(infaq) as representing any kind of
loss; on the contrary, they saw it as an
important opportunity to gain the love
of and closeness to Allah. As revealed
by Allah in the verse: “And how is it
with you that you do not give in the
way of Allah,when the inheritance of
the heavens and the Earth belongs
to Allah?Those of you who gave and
fought before the Victory are not the
same as those who gave and fought
afterwards. They are higher in rank.
But to each of them Allah has prom-
ised the Best. Allah is aware of what
you do.” (Surat al-Hadid, 10), those
who sacrificed their property in times
of difficulty acted in the knowledge of
the value of that action in the sight of
Allah.

Therefore, all Muslims must take
these superior moral values of our
Prophet (saas) and his companions as
role models for themselves, and must
compete with one another to help
those in need. It must never be forgot-
ten that self-sacrifice performed with
true sincerity is most valued in the
sight of our Lord and a marvellous
opportunity for Muslims who seek to
attain the infinite blessings of
Paradise. 

To purchase the works of Harun
Yahya, please visit
www.bookglobal.net

Giving in the way of Allah (Infaq) 
is a defining characteristic of Muslims

BY HARUN YAHYA
www.harunyahya.com

Reflections on Ramadan

Ramadan requires more good
deeds:

NNow most rich fasters
realize better than in
any other month the
meaning of doing the
good to other people

although they hear the verses of the
Holy Quraan recited by the imam
(preacher) at the end of every Juma
(Friday congregation prayer) in
which Allah directs all human beings
to be aware of the importance of
rendering good deeds and behaving
with courtesy towards other people
especially relatives.

This is what remains forever and
what Islam recommends mankind to
do on the earth.

Justice is sleeping:
During the month of Ramadan,

judges prefer not to work. They go
into their recess throughout the whole
month. For them, this is an annual
tradition. All courts in Yemen are
closed and people have to wait for the
coming of the judges to courts after
Eid al-Fitr, that is, to the month
following Ramadan, in order to have
their cases settled.

Power outages:
Electricity problems have not been

resolved up until now in Yemen.
Although we are accustomed to
living in darkness (to staying up in
the light of lanterns and candles), we
feel more frustrated in Ramadan to
experience such an inconvenience.
Because we do not seriously want to
curse the darkness- as a proverb
suggests - we shall continue endlessly
light lanterns or candles. May be! 

Look like genuine features:
Some fasters, especially in

villages, never get
perfumed or spruce
themselves up during
Ramadan. They believe
that a faster should look
shabby to reflect their
austerity and non-
worldliness. This is a
mistaken notion. 

Overcrowded markets:
After the 15th of

Ramadan, streets and
markets get very crowded
especially with ladies who go
shopping and buying things for the
happy day of Eid. 

Many policemen carrying cudgels
and guns can be found roaming lanes
and crowded streets to help girls and
ladies have the peace of mind and to
hinder adolescents' attempts to act
improperly. 

Some afternoon chanting:
Wearing white thobe (dress) and

holding rosary praising:
Oh the most forgiving,
Forgive us,
Forgive dads and moms,
And all believers
The dead and who are still living
Forgive us, forgive us.

An old lady chanting:
Oh the Most Merciful, here we

repent,
We have come hungry, thirsty, and

about to faint, 
Please forgive us, oh

compassionate 

Badr is among other great exploits:
During Ramadan, the Badr Battle

took place in the second year of Hejra
(Islamic Calendar) the battle
differentiated between the truth and

the untruth. This is
already mentioned in
the Holy Quraan.

An interesting fact in
that battle is that
despite the number of
Muslim fighters being
319 against a thousand
of non-Muslim
warriors, the Muslims
won the battle.

Another example is
the conquest of Mecca
which took place also in

Ramadan in the eighth year of Hejra
crowning some twenty years of
struggle.

Not only that. History still
remembers the famous battle of Ain
Jalout against the Tatars. It took place
on Ramadan 25, 658 Hejri. It was a
defensive battle which protected the
Muslim territories and diminished the
barbaric expansion of Tatars.

Thus, history stands witness to the
fact that Ramadan used to be the
month of struggle and victory. From
it did Muslim derive an unlimited
spiritual power which they used for
reaching lawful great ends. 

On the contrary, most of us
consider Ramadan to be the month of
sleeping, relaxation and idleness.

The absence of all these virtues is
deeply felts today let alone the
callous deterioration and
retrogression. 

The big question:
Aren’t those glorious incidents

enough to remind Muslims of what
Ramadan should mean to them?

All facts recalled prove that victory
is not always dependent upon the
number of people. Rather it is
dependent on faith and willpower.
Shall we ever CONSIDER this?

Ramadan Kareem

Ramadan is the
month of struggle

By Mohammed al-Hakimi
hujary@yahoo.com 
For the Yemen Times 

Some people set
up equals to Allah,
loving them as they
should love Allah.

But those who
believe have

greater love for
Allah… (Surat al-

Baqara: 165)

Those who are
most aware of

death and prepare
themselves for it.
They are the wis-

est of people.
(Muslim)
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Job Vacancies 
The Embassy of The United States of America announces for an immediate job openings
within its organization. 

“Immigrant Visa Unit Supervisor”
The position is located in the Consular Section under the direct supervision of the Immigrant Visa
Unit Officer. The incumbent oversees the range of immigrant visa operations in a high-fraud, high-
volume and fast-paced work environment; provides direct day-to-day supervision of three visa
assistants inclusive of training and annual performance evaluations; serves as expert visa advisor
to the IV Officer/petitioners/applicants; drafts all forms of official correspondence; ensures
regulatory and procedural compliance of all visa operations; oversees all case screening, visa
information dissemination.

Required Qualifications: 
Education: Bachelorʼs degree in any related field such as administration, business, law, social
sciences or liberal arts is required, or the jobholder may submit 3 years of Consular or 5 years of
Embassy experience in lieu of the required degree.
Prior Work Experience: Three to five years of progressively responsible work involving the
application of complex regulatory material, high-volume workload and extensive public contact,
with the lesser amount being acceptable if acquired in the performance of visa work. 
Language Proficiency: Level IV English and Arabic written and spoken.
Knowledge: Authoritative knowledge of applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including 9
FAM, State Department ALDACs, U.S. Privacy Act laws and Consular SOPs. Strong and
demonstrated knowledge of local laws, practices and customs. Advanced working knowledge of
the IV software and the Consular Consolidated Database. Knowledge in computer-based data
management. Adherence to established controls over the custody and processing of visa foils;
understanding the concept of the principle of accountability. Knowledge of how to deal with public.
Works independently but exercises good judgment in referring sensitive cases to supervisor or
FPU. Knowledge of DHS procedures and operational tendancies. Knowledge of Airline Travel
requlations.
Abilities: Ability to perform simultaneous translation. Use of computers, accessories, digital
equipment and office machines. Superior social skills.

Grade/Salary: *Ordinarily Resident: (1) FSN-8 (Trainee Level) 
(2) FSN-9 (Full Performance Level) 
*Not Ordinarily Resident: (1) FP-6 (Trainee Level) 
(2) FP-5 (Full Performance Level) (NOR salary to be confirmed by Washington) 

“Surveillance Detection Guard”
The position is located in the Regional Security Office under the direct supervision of the
Surveillance Detection Supervisor. The incumbent provides security for USG facilities, employees,
and family members by performing procedures to detect, recognize, and report on surveillance
directed against U.S. Government facilities and/or personnel and provides support directly.

Required Qualifications:
Education: Completion of secondary school is required.
Prior Work Experience: One to two years of surveillance or related experience.
Language Proficiency: Level II (limited knowledge) of English is preferred. Level III (good working
knowledge) is desirable. Fluency in Arabic language is required.
Knowledge: Must be able to learn procedures for conducting and reporting surveillance,
discerning normal traffic patterns.
Abilities: A valid driver license is required. Skilled in the use of surveillance equipment is preferred.
Level I keyboard/typing and basic computer skills preferred. Must be able to work independently
and adapt to changing circumstances without requesting guidance.

Grade/Salary: EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-AA (to be confirmed by Washington). 
Ordinarily Resident: FSN-04. 

“Motor pool Supervisor”
The position is located in the Motor pool section at U.S Embassy,, under the immediate supervision
of the GSO. The Motor Pool supervisor is responsible for the overall operation of the section,
including tracking requests and dispatching a driver or expeditor as the needs require; scheduling
drivers; ensuring that Motor Pool vehicles are cleaned, maintained, and repaired properly and
regularly; making sure that records such as preventive maintenance records, time and attendance
records, overtime records and fuel reports are processed; completing annual vehicle inventories;
assisting GSO with vehicle replacement schedules; assisting in the selection process of drivers
and in their subsequent training.

Required Qualifications:
Education: College studies in vocational training
Prior Work Experience: Three years supervisory experience in addition to either three years
experience as either (1) a professional driver or (2) professional mechanic. 
Language Proficiency: Level 4 English; Level 4 Arabic
Knowledge: Knowledge of post motor pool policy and FAM; ability to communicate with various
agencies and departments to get needed information. Knowledge of local laws and driving
conditions; streets and locations in Sanaʼa and Yemen. Strong English skills; automobile
maintenance; computer and e-mailing skills; familiarity with scheduling, logistics, and managing
large groups of people.
Skills & Abilities: Valid driverʼs license. Good driving record

Grade/Salary: EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-06 (to be confirmed by Washington) 
Ordinarily Resident: FSN-07

How to apply: All Interested nationals should complete OF-612 or submit a current C.V. (with
awards, recommendation letters, copies of degrees earned) that addresses the qualifications and
requirements of the position, as listed above, and send it to the Human Resources Office, American
Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, P.O. Box 22347, Sanaa. Yemen, Tel: 755-2000, Fax: 303-182 no
later than November 04, 2005.

NOTE: ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDING IN
COUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK AND RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE
FOR CONSIDERATION.
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FOR YEMEN TIMES

OOn Friday, October 7, Mr
A. Karuppaiyah,
Ambassador of India,
released, in the auditori-
um of the Indian

Embassy, a book of philosophy written
by Dr Damodar Thakur, Professor and
Chairman of the Department of
English, Faculty of Arts, University of
Sana’a. Famous for being an excellent
teacher of teachers and a writer of sev-
eral books on language and linguistics,
Dr. Thakur has now come out with a
book on philosophy. His book on phi-
losophy is a new and original interpre-
tation of an inspirational Sanskrit text
written in India more than two thou-
sand years ago. This inspirational text
has been translated in more than fifty
languages of the world including
Arabic and has been a source of inspi-
ration to eminent Indian personalities
like Gandhi, scientists like
Oppenheimer, Heisenberg and Erwin
Schroedinger, internationally well-
known poets and authors like Henry
David Thoreau, Emerson, and Walt
Whitman, and Nobel Prize winners

like T.S. Eliot and W. B. Yeats. Gandhi
was so overwhelmingly impressed by
this inspirational text that he described
it as his eternal mother and said,
“When I am in difficulty or distress, I
seek refuge in her bosom”. Thoreau
was so impressed by it that he said that
in the morning every day, he bathed his
“intellect in the stupendous and cos-
mogonal philosophy” of this book. To
give a new interpretation to a book like
this which has been so widely known
all over the world was a big challenge
but Dr Thakur accepted this challenge
and his book has been declared to be

bold and original by more than one
reviewer. Dr Karan Singh, the
Chairman of the Indian Council of
Cultural Relations, released the book
at the India International Centre in
New Delhi and the book was locally
released here in Sana’a by the
Ambassador of India.

Dr A. K. Sharma, Professor and
Head of the Department of English in
the Faculty of Languages, welcomed
the guests and said no book exercised a
wider or deeper influence on the Indian
psyche than the Gita, which presented
a coherent view of life in its totality.
Writing a book on the Gita was like re-
writing it; for an original and percep-
tive interpreter has to go through the
same creative process as the composer.
He further said that with the publica-
tion of a book like Dr Thakur’s, our
world view changes and in that sense
our world changes a little. Presenting
the book in modern aesthetic, philo-
sophical and scientific perspectives, Dr
Thakur has not only re-discovered the
multi-layered message of the Gita but
has also re-discovered knowledge con-
stituting a living whole.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr

Abdelwahab Magaleh, who has
already translated Dr Thakur’s book on
the Gita into Arabic, paid profuse com-
pliments to Dr Thakur for the unique
book that he has written and said that
Dr Thakur symbolized the three impor-
tant concepts explicitly defined in the
Gita, the concept of a pundit, the con-
cept of a yogi and the concept of a
sage. Dr A.K. Sinha, Professor and
Chairman, Department of English,
Faculty of Education, University of
Hudeidah, said that by writing this out
and out original book, Dr Thakur had
created a beautiful ideological rainbow

of seven colours, provided by litera-
ture, linguistics, statistics, stylistics,
ethics, philosophy and science. He
complimented Dr Thakur for high-
lighting the philosophy of “and” as
opposed to the philosophy of “either
or”.

The two persons who, on this occa-
sion, presented a review of Dr.
Thakur’s book were Professor M.N.K.
Bose of Ibb Univesity and Professor
V.S. Dubey of Hudeidah University. In
his review, Professor Bose said that Dr
Thakur had de-mystified the Gita
though he had not de-sanctified it. Dr
Thakur, he said, had shown, great aca-
demic courage by trying to attempt his
own translation of the text and by pro-
viding his own bold, original but high-
ly convincing interpretation of this
great text, bringing it close to the aspi-
rations of today. He said that Dr
Thakur has referred to as many as 160
sources and these references were from
a large variety of disciplines like rhet-
oric, philosophy, physics, cosmology,
medicine, and ecology; and when read-
ing this book, the readers were bound
to be amazed at the vast range of schol-
arship that had gone into making the

ideological structure of Dr, Thakur’s
book. 

Dr V. Dubey, who was the second
scholar who reviewed Dr Thakur’s
book on this occasion said that in more
than a thousand years of interpreta-
tions of this book, Dr Thakur’s was the
first to explicate the propriety of the
title of this great classic. He said that
Dr Thakur had beautifully explained
that just as there could be no sympho-
ny without a harmonious orchestration
of the notes, there could never be
peace, prosperity and harmony in the
absence of a harmonious togetherness.
He particularly complimented Dr
Thakur for referring to some of the
recent findings of theoretical physics,
to some of the findings of Quantum
Physics, for example, and drawing the
readers’ attention to the fact that the
ultimate reality was nothing but inter-
connectedness, interdependence and
interwovenness and that the Gita had
pointed this out thousands of years
ago.

Dr Thakur himself said that what the
world today needed was not mere
materialism or mere spiritualism but a
harmonious togetherness of the two.
He supportively quoted Einstein who
said that science without religion was
blind and religion without science was
lame and added that the world today
needed that integrated philosophy of
the two together, and that was what he
had emphasized in his book. He said
that the world today needed the philos-
ophy of “and” and not the philosophy
of “either or”. He said that the history
of the world has seen and bitterly expe-
rienced so many philosophies that
divide. It is time we identified the phi-
losophy of universal brotherhood that
emphasizes the unity underlying the
apparent multiplicities.

Dr A Karuppaiyah, Ambassador of
India, released the book and said that
Dr Thakur deserved to be profusely
thanked for writing that book of phi-
losophy, the message of which was the
message of unity and not of separation.
The meeting ended with a vote of
thanks and the giving away of comple-
mentary copies of the book to the
Ambassador, to Professor Saqqaf, to
Dr Abdelwahab Magaleh, to Prof.
Dubey, to Profesor Bose and to Prof.
AK. Sharma as an act of appreciation
of their assistance at various stages of
the completion of the book.

WWr i t i n g
about this
extraordi-
nary book
is like

squeezing eternity into a
grain of sand. But the very
fact that a lethargic com-
mon reader like me is moti-
vated to come out with
some comments shows how
positive is the influence of
the book.

The book has given
ample proof of an ency-
clopaedic knowledge,and it can cer-
tainly be described as a significant
contribution not only to world litera-
ture but to a study of human thought
all the world over.

When things are falling apart and
the centre seems unable to hold, this
book makes human beings conscious
of universal brotherhood.

Now let me address myself to a sim-
ple question: How far is this book rel-
evant to the common man today?

In order to answer this question, I
would like to refer to some assertions
made in the book itself:

A typical man of today would like
to know whether this text has for him
a recipe saying how he can achieve the
delicate balance that we need for com-
bining the best of material prosperity
with the highest degree of the serenity
and equanimity of mind. (Pg.29)

It is this harmony between spiritual
elevation and material progress that is
going to save man today in the
Wasteland of the modern age.

Another ability that the Gita would
like the people to emulate is the abili-

ty to withdraw at
times from the out-
ward world of sensate
experiences and to
dive deep into the
innermost depth of
one's being for the
source of energy
lying dormant there
(Pg.42)

This ability to
withdraw at times and
meditate is also going
to save the modern
man from all the ten-

sions he is carrying.
The Message of the Gita is intended

to affect the inner psyche of
man. And its message is of
a profound spiritual nature,
its impact goes deep down
into the innermost depths
of ones awareness and
energizes the very essnce
of his being(pg.60)

This energizing of the
very essece of being is
indeed yet another positive
contribution to the people
today

The book further
observes:

In the perspective of the
Gita, we can say that the
environment in which
we find ourselves is noth-
ing but the manifestations
of the divine. The trees, the
plants, and the shrubs
around us and, similarly,
the lower and the higher
forms of animal life around
us are nothing but the man-

ifestations of the divine. We have
started destroying the manifestations
of the divine and so the divine has in
its turn started destroying us.(pg.182)

How relevant and useful is the con-
clusion drawn from the book!

The book aptly observes in its con-
cluding chapter:

The beauty of the Gita lies in the
fact that although it was written more
than two thosand years ago, it contin-
ues to be relevant and intellectually
stimulating even now.(pg.238)

And he is right.The book Gita :The
Song Extraordinary is indeed relevant
and useful for the common reader of
today and for all times to come

GITA: The Song Extraordinary
by Damodar Thakur

Book Review
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A.K. SINHA
DEPARTMENT OF
ENGLISH
HODEIDAH UNIVERSITY

Mr A. Karuppaiyah, the Ambassador of India, giving his response on
the book “GITA: The Song Extraordinary”

Mr A. Karuppaiyah, the Ambassador of India, formally releasing the
book in the presence of Dr. Thakur as Dr. Sharma applauds

Dr Abdelwahab Magaleh, Prof. Thakur, Dr. Abu Baker Al-Saqqaf, and Mrs. Thakur on the occasion

H. E. Mr A. Karuppaiyah, presenting the first copy of the book after its release
to Prof. Thakur and Mrs. Thakur

A section of the august audience

Dr. Satyarth Tripathy presenting an
invocatory anthem

Dr. Magalehʼs observations about
translating the book into Arabic

Prof. Thakur reflecting about his experiences of authoring the book

GITA: An epitome of the spirit of universal
brotherhood and unity underlying apparent multiplicities
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Raimah: A history of man
BY YASSER AL-MAYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
ESHRAQ AL-BODIGI
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

RRaimah is situated
between the Western
Yemeni Mountains
range. It is surrounded
by a number of

provinces: Al-Haimah Al-Khargiah
and Anss to the east, Tahama and
Bouraʼa to the west, Haraz to the
north and Wesabeen and Otomah
to the south. Raimah is 3100-2400
m above sea level. 

Raimah is divided into six
departments: Al-Jabeen, Belad Al-
Taʼam (Food City), Al-Salafiah,
Kasmah, Al-Gafariah, and Bouraʼa.

It has a cold weather in winter
and moderate in summer but the
heavy rain falls down in autumn,
summer, and spring.  

You will feel by the harmony of
the history, natural and man
features when you come to
Raimah.

You will hear the sound of water
and birdsong, and the green lands
and mountains far away attract
your eyes. 

Raimah distinguishes by its
natural sites and views, which are
located in Kasmah and Al-Gafariah
provinces. Numerous springs are
flowing perennially in the valleys. It
has very beautiful agricultural
amphitheaters and attractive views,
which form a wonderful painting; it

welcomes its visitors with an
amazing artistic tableau and a
marvelous symphony, which
emanates from its streams, birds,
and trees.       

Kasmah and Al-Gafariahʼs
waterfalls play a great role in
creating the pretty scenes. There
are number of waterfalls in Raimah,
such as Al-Zarhe waterfall in Yamn-
Kasmah, Al-Mawrid waterfall in Bni
Mousaab-Kasmah, and Daheat Al-
Roukab waterfall in Al-Gafariah
province.  

Raimah has also many historical
castles and a large number of
archeological locations, which
dates bake to pre-Islamic ages.
The tourist can find many of these

historical and archeological sites in
Al-Salafiah province where there is
a village called Al-Hakba, built on
the ruin of an archeological site. 

It goes back to the pre-Islamic
historical period and is build with
very distinguished and ornamented
stones.

The Historical Mosques and

Forts
There are more than 52 historical

forts and citadels and a number of
Islamic historical mosques like in
Raimah governate.

Old Islamic details and
ornamentation characterize all
these Islamic historical mosques.
The date of construction and the
name of the person who built it are
mentioned in all the mosques.    

The Great Mosque is located in
Al-Jabeen province. It dates back
to the 19th century. It has a library
that consists of more than sixty

manuscripts of the holy Quran and
prophetic traditions.

Dalamlam Mountainʼs Mosque is
situated in Dalamlam Fort at
Kasmah province. It is 10 m long
and 7 m wide. The mosque was
built of very large stones, and there
are marvelous patterns in the roof.

Hussenh Castle is situated on the
top of Al-Gaon Mountain; it dates
back to the first period of Ottoman
command in Yemen. A number of
defensive installations and towers
appear between the walls that
surround the castle. Water cisterns
and stairs are engraved into the
rocks.

Al-Montasser Fort is located in
the center of Al-Salafiah province,

Bain NAFTA zone. This fort dates
bake to the 1208 A.H. and consists
of two castles surrounded by a wall.
The fort has a tank of water and 15
vaults to store the grains and
provisions and a mosque that dates
back to the 1214 A.H. There is a
dam to store rainwater in the
western side of the fort.

The two castles still rise in their
place and are inhabited by
grandsons of Al-Montasser family.


