
By: Enas Ahmed
and Nisreen Shadad

SANA’A, Jan. 7 — Yemeni activities in
support of the Palestinian plight in Gaza
are on going as a national campaign on
various levels. 

Over 700 students at Sana’a University
lead by the General Union for Yemeni
students held a number of activities in a
two day solidarity event with Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip.

On the governmental level, the Cabinet
approved a full day’s pay of all state
employees’ salaries, general and mixed
sectors, and private funds as a humanitar-
ian donation for the residents of Gaza.

Similarly, a six day solidarity event
was launched Jan. 5, under the logon “Al-
Quds Arab Culture Capital 2009”, by the
Yemeni foundation for Sponsorship of
Palestinian (Takaful). Culture Minister,
Abu Bakr Al-Maflahi, condemned the
attacks and commented that such an
event is an opportunity to support our
brothers in Gaza financially as well as
spiritually. 

Abdul Sheikh Abdulmajeed Al-
Zendani member of the Showra Council
and director of the Iman University, con-
demned the silence of Arab governments
and for immediate cessation governments
should open the fences for people to go to
Gaza or establish a military camps to be
able to support them.    

Moreover, a media alliance to support
Palestinians was lunched by Fathya
Abdul Wasee, Women and Child

Assistant Deputy of the Ministry of Legal
Affairs jointly with the women section of
al-Quds foundation in Yemen. 

Sadiq al-Ahmar, the leader of Hashid
tribe in Yemen called on Yemenis to sup-
port the Palestinians to continue their
struggle with absolute strength and stead-
fastness. 

Mohammed Siyam, an official at
Hamas office, attended this festival and
said a poem, which describes the situa-
tion of Palestine. 

Osama al-Ashqar, the head of the Arab
Culture Capital national campaign:
“Gaza is experiencing shortages in medi-
cine, power and basic supplies due to the
Israeli blockade and attacks; therefore,
this campaign is to display the pitiful sit-
uation of Gaza Strip. Since Gaza cannot
celebrate with us, so we should celebrate
to highlight their situation more.”

The two day university students’ activ-
ities, included a visual exhibition that
bears testament to the suffering of the
innocent civilians in Gaza. Money was
also raised by selling snacks at a number
of food stalls. All money raised will be
donated to Gaza 

The money raised will be sent through
reliable and official organizations like Al-
Aqsa and Shaml net. According to

Redwan Masood, Head of the General
Union, “These activities have been a suc-
cess, with the donated amount exceeding
YR 500,000 (approximately USD 2,500).

“Most Sana’a University students are
very glad they could express their feel-
ings and stand in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Gaza,” Masood said.

“We all know that the government of
Egypt is collaborating with Israel on
what’s going on in Gaza. It’s so clear
they’re afraid that if Hamas would win
that might strengthen the Muslim
Brotherhood movement in Egypt,”
Masood added.

In this festival, there were stands for all
foundations in Yemen that have been
working for supporting Palestine. In the
stands, there were many posters and all
crime wars took place in Palestine,
including the new attacks across the
besieged Gaza Strip. Moreover, there was
a big sale, involved Palestinian products.

Representative of the Islamic
Resistance Movement, Hamas, in Yemen,
Jamal Essa attended the event which
served to highlight the Israeli atrocities in
Gaza. “Hamas is working on making big-
ger weapons in order to kill more than a
million Israelis, and Hamas is definitely
winning because victory is always for the

good and just,” he said.
Professor Khalid Tameem, Head of

Sana’a University, attended the carnival
and spoke about the situation in Gaza. He
thanked the government of Yemen for
being cooperative.

“These kinds of activities are usually
useful because it could be a threat to the
enemy and show it how much we care
about Gaza,” says Fahd Wahead, a stu-
dent in the faculty of Linguistics.

Almost 700 Palestinians have been
killed in Gaza and over 3,000 wounded
since the war began on December 27th.
Seven Israeli soldiers and three civilians
have died in the same period.

In a statement made by Palestinian
Interior Minister Sa’eed Siyam, Israel
bombed most of the civil defense build-
ings and a number of fire trucks and
ambulances. He called on the Red Cross
and the international human rights organ-
izations to shoulder their responsibilities
towards the protection of headquarters
and crews of civil defense and medical
care. 

John Ging, the director of United
Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) operations in the Gaza Strip,
has called on Israel, Palestinian factions
and European leaders to reach an imme-

diate ceasefire in Gaza. Ging described
what is happening in the Gaza Strip as
“madness” that never occurred before in
human history.

About 100 people were wounded in
Tuesday’s strike on the school run by the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA), the third school to come
under fire in a single day.

Ging also asked Israel to allow entry of
fuel to the Gaza power plant, underling
that one million Palestinians (two thirds
of the Gaza population) were living with-
out electricity while 700,000 (almost half
the population) were living without run-
ning water.

He told the world leaders that they
should stop eating, drinking and even
sleeping until they stop the killing of
innocent people in the Strip.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross said Gaza was now in a “full-
blown” humanitarian crisis.

The International Criminal Court
says war crimes are defined as the viola-
tion of the laws and customs of war.
These include the murder, ill-treatment,
or deportation of civilian residents of an
occupied territory. War crimes also
include the extensive destruction of cities,
towns, and villages, and any devastation
not justified by military necessity.
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Government, employees, and students for Gaza

Hundreds of Yemenis continue their campaign in support of Gaza.



By: Mohammed Bin Sallam 

SANA’A, Jan. 6 — The Yemen Human
Rights Observatory (YHRO) criticizes
attacks and offenses launched by irre-
sponsible men and teenagers against
Jews in the Raida district of Amran
governorate. 

In a statement distributed Tuesday,
YHRO said that tens of students at Al-
Zahra School in Raida assaulted mem-
bers of the Jewish minority during a
random demonstration in protest
against the ongoing Israeli attacks in
Gaza. 

The human rights organization
added that it reported many violations
that were committed by students of the
above mentioned school and citizens
against Jews in Raida. They verbally
assaulted Jews, threw stones at their
houses, and intimidated their women
and children. 

According to the statement, Jew
Zaher Gafri sustained critical injuries,
his face swelled up, and his appearance
was stained with blood. Other Jewish
citizens were subject to various injuries
while on the street. The protestors
hurled stones at houses of Jews Haim
Yaeesh, Shakr Sulaiman, Salem
Shaghdari, and Yahya Jaradi, and the
houses’ occupants were intimidated. 

YHRO said it observed the viola-
tions experienced by members of the
Jewish minority, adding that the securi-
ty authority’s intervention came late.
The security personnel arrested some
of the assailants and detained them but
did not announce the results of their
investigation. 

The observatory went on to say that
the Jewish citizens were subjected to
several forms of harassment over the

past time period while local and offi-
cial authorities did not take any actions
to protect Jews and refer perpetrators
to court. 

The human rights organization held
the security authorities responsible for
what happened to the Jewish citizens in
Raida, accusing them of being indiffer-
ent toward Jewish minorities. It contin-
ued that the authorities only asked
Jews to move to Sana’a, which is
another violation against their right to
settle wherever they want. 

The observatory condemned all the
violations committed against the

Jewish citizens that make the human
rights culture deteriorate and breach
values of forgiveness and intellectual
and religious freedoms. It also held the
government accountable for protecting
its citizens and ensuring their free-
doms, as stipulated in Article (18) of
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which is ratified by the Yemeni
Constitution. 

YHRO also urged the responsible
authorities to take all necessary proce-
dures and actions to prevent the repeti-
tion of such attacks, adding that the
government is responsible for respect-

ing citizens’ rights to practice their own
ideologies. The government must
ensure that all citizens enjoy equal
rights and freedoms without any dis-
crimination towards religion, race, or
color. 

It claimed that the government com-
pensates Jewish citizens who were tar-
geted by the assaults and protects them
inside their homes in order to reinforce
Yemeni law and to respect human
rights and forgiveness principles. 

YHRO called on all civil society
organizations and human rights groups
in and outside Yemen to stand in soli-

darity with the Jewish minority and to
press the official agencies to protect
them, respect their rights, and spread
the human rights culture countrywide. 

Dozens of Amran citizens took to the
streets on Sunday in solidarity with the
people of Gaza who are currently suf-
fering under the cruelest Israeli offen-
sives. However, some of the protestors
turned to throw stones at Jewish citi-
zens in Raida, wounding many of
them. The behavior was criticized by
human rights groups, describing it as
contravening the principle of peaceful
coexistence and forgiveness. 

Government decides Jews’ transition 
Media sources reported Tuesday that
the government decided to transfer
willing Jewish citizens from Raida to
Sana’a and temporarily rented two
blocks for them in order to avoid any
attacks by so-called irresponsible peo-
ple and teenagers enraged by what is
currently happening in Gaza. 

During a telephone conversation
with Yemen Times, many Jewish citi-
zens said they are unsatisfied with the
recent government procedure as being
temporary and not ensuring their rights
as Yemeni citizens. They urged the
government to protect them. 

Regarding their transition to Sana’a,
a Jewish citizen, who requested to
remain unnamed, said, “We told gov-
ernment officials to transfer us to the
tourist city, east of Sana’a, where other
Jews coming from Sa’ada live. This
area is safer and more secure and suit-
able for children to play. The govern-
ment officials, however, refused to do
so, and instead rented blocks for us in
crowded zones.” 

Abu Shawarib’s Document to Jews
Members of the Jewish minority sub-
mitted a document to Sheikh Kahlan
Mujahid Abu Shawarib, which was
written by his late father Mujahid Abu
Shawarib on August 25, 1993, reading:
“This document must remain at the
possession of Jews residing in Raida,
Al-Suq Al-Jadid, Naet, Mahmam, and
Athar in Amran. Those Jews are in our
protection and their houses, money,
and other property must be protected
like those of Muslims according to the
Islamic Sharia. Any attack against
Jews is an attack against us. It is our
duty to confront assailants and punish
them. This document remains at their
hand to show it to those concerned
when required.” 

Members of the Jewish minority
met Sheikh Mohammed Naji Al-
Shayef, Head of the Parliamentary
Rights and Freedoms Committee, and
Mrs. Visia Mayris, Human Rights
Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Sana’a
Monday afternoon and discussed those
same issues once discussed with
Sheikh Abu Shawarib, which included
procedures and actions to ensure their
protection. 

The Jewish minorities have been
living in the governorates of Amran
and Sa’ada for hundreds of years, but
thousands of them migrated to Israel in
1948 and the following years. There
are currently nearly 1000 Jews living
in Amran. Some of them occasionally
travel to Israel, the U.S., and the U.K.
to visit their relatives. 

The majority of Jews work as car-
penters and sliver shapers. However,
many of them lack essential living
necessities, such as health insurance
and access to education.

Amran popular market. Many Jews stopped their usual trade in the Amran popular market fearing they might be
attacked or hurt by extremists especially in light of the Israeli aggressions on Gaza.
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By: Ali Saeed 
and Ridhwan Al-Saqaaf

SANA'A, Jan 5 — Hotels owners in
Sana'a, Aden, and Hodeidah have
expressed their rejection of the govern-
mental decision to start implementing
the new electricity tariff paid by tourist
facilities in the country.

The 78 percent increase, which is
from YR 17 to YR 30 per kilowatt per
hour, is expected by many hotel owners
to discourage tourists from visiting the
country.

In Aden, 40 percent of hotels owners
recently closed down their facilities for
two days in protest and in hope that the
local authorities will take appropriate
measures and repeal the decision. They
also held a protest in front of the Aden
Governor office for the same reason.

"The hotels and tourism sector will
suffer from this decree because it will
affect the expenditures and then hotels
will not be able to improve their servic-
es," Deputy Director of the Tourism
Promotion Council Alwan Al-Shiebani
said.

He added that hotels are already
going through financial difficulty as
there are less tourists and the decree will
only expand the problem.

In Sana'a, hotel owners organized a
demonstration in front of the cabinet
building to trigger the cabinet to look
into the issue. They also sent complaints
to the President, the Mayor of Sana'a,
the Electricity Office, and the Tourism
office.

The Hotels Association in Sana'a crit-

icized the decision and demanded the
government to change the decree since
it will have a negative affect on the per-
formance of the hotels and tourism sec-
tor.

According to Al-Shiebani, the presi-
dent directed the government to look at
the hotels issue and to tackle the issue of
the increasing electricity tariff in order
to serve the general wellbeing. 

In addition, the Governor of Aden
directed the electricity office in Aden to
take 50 percent from the hotels in Aden
till the government carries out the pres-
ident's instructions.

Jalal Shafeeq, General Manager of
Tourist Affairs and Hotels in Aden,
called on the government to facilitate

and assist the tourism sector.
“The entire world supports the

tourism sector because it helps the
national economy. More facilitation and
help should be given to the tourism sec-
tor, such as the discharging of taxes and
the decrease of power tariffs for tourist
facilities,” Shafeeq added.

He explained that the power fees in
Aden are too expensive given the high
consumption rate which is due to
warmer weather. 

Al-Shiebani asserted that the time of
increasing the power tariff is not appro-
priate since it coincides with the world
financial crisis. 

He suggested the government should
reconsider the decision.

Tourism industry opposes 
electricity tariff increase

By: Ola Al-Shami

SANA'A, Jan 7 — The Youth Court in
Taiz recently called on officials at Taiz
University to decrease the registration
fees for students who have financial
difficulties in Taiz, Aden, and
Hodeidah.

During meetings held last week,
arguments on ways to improve the uni-
versity’s syllabus and means of
enhancing the curriculum by integrat-
ing practical work were discussed. 

The Dean of Taiz University,
Mohammed Al-Sofi, did not agree to
many of the ideas presented by the
Youth Court. 

He cited financial difficulties as the
reason that many projects could not be
implemented. “Taiz University has less
financial input as compared with other
universities,” he said. He addressed the
issue of enhancing the curriculum by
saying, "The Ministry of Higher
Studies is responsible for this issue.”

Since the beginning of 2006 the
Youth Court invited representatives
from the Ministry of Education and the
deputy principals of the schools in
Taiz, Aden, and Hodeidah. They
demand that they respond to their opin-
ions and address their concerns. 

Discussions mainly focused on pos-
sible ways to apply the free registration
decision in those three governorates as
stated by Abdullah Sallam, manager of
the National and Cultural Center of
Youth (NCCY).

Sallam added that these youths are
trying to investigate why the curricu-

lums in universities in the aforemen-
tioned cities depend on theoretical
rather than practical work, and how
that can be changed.

The Youth Court activities, which
started in 1997, have trained more than
300 male and female trainers every
month. "These young people are con-
sidered a means to pressure authorities
to listen to their demands and to try to
enhance some actions in society, like
raising awareness of democracy
among them and having the required
skills in team building, among other
things," said Sallam. 

He also pointed out that the Youth
Court is regarded as a space for free
discussion.

Youth representatives are facing
problems such as a lack of funding,
and they also lack required responses
from the needed authorities. “What we
try to do is to let authorities hear our
voice. We sometimes find people who
try to avoid us as much as they can,”
said Soltan Abdulhamid, the youth rep-
resentative in the Education sector. He
pointed out that this court is a good
chance for them to form their own
independent opinion.

Activist groups criticize government’s reaction to Jewish plight

Arguments aroused by 
Youth Court in Taiz

A Youth Court session on the education system, which is a simulation of an
actual trial with defendants and prosecution demanding answers and action
on a particular issue

Hotels in Aden have been on strike for over two weeks now because of the
electricity tariff. Local and international tourists who had planned to spend
the New Year in Aden could not do so.

By:  Salah Al-Warafy

TAIZ, Jan. 3 — Three hundred
excelling graduates of 2008 in Taiz
beamed with pride as they received
their honorary awards at the fifth
Excellence Program Festival on
Wednesday.

Organized by the National
Organization of Development of
Society (NODS), graduates of Taiz
University, post-school Technical
institute, Vocational Institute, and

Health Institute, as well as the top-ten
students of secondary school in Taiz
were awarded at the ceremony at the
Taiz Tourist Club.

The students not only received
certificates of excellence, they also
received computers and scholarships
for English, computer and human
resource courses. 

Shawqi Alqadi, Director of NODS
in Yemen, said they are looking
forward to depending on the
outstanding students. He stressed the

importance of acknowledging their
achievements lauded efforts to
encourage them. He cited other
nations whose exceptional students
made a significant contribution to
development and progress. 

Alqadi also stressed the need to
develop education. 

"Our hopes, aspirations and
ambitions are focused on these
students. However, education in our
country needs to be reformed.
Education should be independent and

separated from the partisans and
politicians," he said. 

Abdualwahab Aljunaid, Deputy
Governor of Taiz Governorate said,"
When we honor these excellent
students, we honor ourselves and
every father and mother who helped
their children to excel in their study."

Abdulfattah Gamal, Consultant of
Ministry of Education, stated that the
brilliant students are the only way to
follow the developed nations, he
added, "Honoring this batch of

students is as a response to our enemy-
the Zionists". 

He also said that with the excellent
students, the country will face
economic and development
challenges, and tackle the problems
that hinder development. 

Dr. Anisah Dawkam, General
Director of Excellence Programme,
said, "It is an honorable conduct to
award the excellent students. The
Excellence Programme has long-term
goals. 

I am sure it will have an impact. In
addition, it aims at encourage them
and provide them with skills through
the courses that they will be funded to
take them in away that it will
contribute to serving the country."

About 1500 excellent students have
been honored by NODS since its
foundation in 2003.

According to the latest statistics of
National Information Centre Taiz has
the most number of students among
the governorates of Yemen.

Taiz honors excellent students
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UNICEF Statement on 
the Crisis in Gaza 

The humanitarian crisis due to the cur-
rent violence in Gaza is hitting children
and women most. Children form over
half of Gaza’s population of nearly 1.5
million and are bearing the brunt of the
conflict. Being the most vulnerable part
of the population, children are the first to
be psychologically distressed, the most
in need of medical support and the most
exposed to injuries among civilians in
times of conflict.

As at 3 January 2009, the casualties
had accounted for the death of 70
Palestinian children and the injury of at
least 650 children, out of a tally of 550
deaths and 2800 injuries, according to
data provided by the Palestinian
Ministry of Health. UNOCHA estimates
that 25% of casualties in Gaza are civil-
ians. Among the Israeli fatalities report-
ed are 4 civilians. Over 20 have been
injured. A school has also been hit in
Southern Israel. 

Gaza has been facing an 18-month
long blockade which has resulted in the
destruction of livelihoods and a signifi-
cant deterioration of infrastructure and
basic services.
This is unacceptable.
The number of children in Gaza affected

by the loss of a parent, damage to their
home, displacement, lack of needed
medical equipment and treatment and
the interruption of their education is yet
to be fully measured. But it is significant. 

The children in Gaza are currently
being deprived not only of the basic
human rights any human being should
enjoy but are also being denied the fun-
damental rights specific to children, to
which the signatories of the Convention
of the Right of the Child are duty bound.
These include the right of children to be
protected from all forms of physical or
mental violence, injury, the right to edu-
cation, development and access to
healthcare services.

The intensity of the current violence
renders impossible any action to relieve
their plight. 

UNICEF reiterates its call for an
immediate end to the violence, to allow
humanitarian aid and relief efforts to be
fully deployed and urges all parties to the
conflict to abide by International
Humanitarian Law to ensure that chil-
dren are protected and receive essential
humanitarian supplies and support.

Children should never be the silent
victims and unheard voices of a conflict.
Their long suffering must end.

Guterres urges adherence to
humanitarian principles in Gaza

conflict
UN High Commissioner for Refugees
António Guterres today called for strict
adherence to humanitarian principles in
the ongoing conflict in Gaza, including
respect for the universal right of those
fleeing war to seek safety in other
states.

Although there has been no large-
scale movement out of Gaza because of
a blockade, Guterres reminded neigh-
boring states of their responsibility to
provide access to safety for those civil-
ians fleeing violence.

“Those who are compelled to flee the
Gaza Strip should be able to do so and
to find safety and security in other coun-
tries according to international law,” he
said. “I thus urge that all borders and
access routes concerned should be kept
open and safe, and Palestinians endeav-
oring to leave Gaza should not be pre-
vented from doing so.”

Guterres also expressed strong sup-
port and solidarity for UNHCR’s sister
organization, the UN Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), which is in charge
of providing support to Palestinians and
is struggling to carry out its mission in
Gaza’s steadily worsening humanitarian
environment. 

“It is absolutely imperative that the
immediate delivery of humanitarian
assistance to the civilian victims of this
conflict be facilitated, including access
from Egypt and Israel,” the High
Commissioner said. “We call on the
international community and all human-
itarian actors to support UNRWA’s
efforts to help the innocent victims.” 

UNHCR has provided some emer-
gency assistance to Egypt’s Red
Crescent Society in case it is needed for
the care of any Palestinians admitted to
Egyptian territory. The refugee agency
stands ready to deploy an emergency
team and equipment to the area as
required.

The High Commissioner expressed
grave concern over the conflict’s toll on
civilians.

“The heavy casualties suffered by
innocent civilians, including many chil-
dren, are heartbreaking,” said Guterres.
“As a humanitarian agency which must
deal with the repercussions of violence
and persecution worldwide, UNHCR
expresses its profound shock and sad-
ness at the suffering and loss of life we
are now seeing. I join Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon in calling for an immedi-
ate cessation of all violence.”

The World Summit Youth Award
(WSYA) invites young designers and e-
Content creators to participate in an
international competition. Sought-after
are e-Contents that address in an inspir-
ing manner the UN Millennium
Development Goals, and use internet
and mobile contents to create awareness
of the MDGs.

An application form is now available

online at:
<http://www.youthaward.org/>www.

youthaward.org apply for all online
platforms that are led by youth under
the age of 30. Projects may be submit-
ted in the following five categories:

1. Fight Poverty, Hunger and Disease!
Rewards the most effective contents
and applications addressing issues of
extreme poverty and hunger, offers
solutions for those whose income is less
than $ 1 a day, supports the reduction of
diseases and fights the spread of
HIV/AIDS and the incidents of malaria.

2. Education for all!
Gives credit to the most innovative con-
tents, platforms and solutions to give
children everywhere, boys and girls
alike, a full course of primary school-
ing, to advance in training for personal
development and jobs, and to achieve a
high level of understanding and knowl-
edge of the global information society
and its problems and promises, chal-
lenges and opportunities.

3. Power 2 Women!
Demonstrates the most inspiring con-
tents and communities which promote
gender equality and empower women,
eliminate gender disparity in education
and at work places, facilitate access of
women to all levels of political decision
making and that strengthen women's
contribution to peaceful resolution of
conflicts.

4. Create your Culture!
Celebrates the most engaging online
platforms and applications expressing
young people's aspirations, ideas and
values, sharing their news, enabling
their participation in decision-making
processes, strengthening social justice,
promoting the knowledge of many lan-
guages and cultures, supporting multi-
lingualism, creating new contemporary
forms of culture and preserving indige-
nous knowledge and traditions.

5. Go Green!
Showcases the ground-breaking appli-
cations and contents addressing the nat-
ural environment, ensuring sustainabili-
ty, integrating the principles of sustain-
able development into country policies
and programs, reversing the loss of
environmental resources including bio-
diversity, reducing the proportion of
people without sustainable access to
safe drinking water and improving the
lives of slum  dwellers.

The application deadline is midnight,
GMT on February 28, 2009.

Please note that the online platforms
need not be youth-led so long as the
specific project is.

An international jury of 12 experts
will evaluate the projects, determining
three winners for each category.
Winners will be given the opportunity
to showcase their platform to heads of
state, business leaders and civil society
at the World Summit Award (WSA)

Gala and Winners Conference in June,
2009 in Monterrey, Mexico.

ABOUT WSYA:
The WSYA selects and promotes best
practice in e-Content and technological
creativity, demonstrates young people's
potential to create outstanding digital
contents and serves as a platform for
people from all UN member states to
work together in the efforts to reduce
poverty and hunger, and to tackle ill-
health, gender inequality, lack of educa-
tion, lack of access to clean water and
environmental degradation.

WSYA is therefore both, a showcase
to the world for young designers, tech-
nologists and e-Content creators as well
as a contribution on a global scale to
addressing poverty, protecting the envi-
ronment, sharing knowledge and
empowering young people.

The WSYA will be organized 2008 to
2009 as a follow up activity of the
World Summit on Information Society
and its action plan towards the year

2015. The Youth Award is organized by
the World Summit Award Network for
the second time after 2005. The 2008/09
contest is organized in partnership with
the Cyber Peace Initiative (CPI)
launched by the Suzanne Mubarak
Women's International Peace
Movement in 2007. 

The CPI has a mission to empower
youth of any nation, through ICT, to
become catalysts of change, to create
safe and better futures for themselves
and others, to address the root causes of
conflict, to disseminate the culture of
peace and to create international dia-
logues for a harmonious world.
Founding partners of CPI are The
Suzanne Mubarak Women's
International Peace Movement,the
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, the International
Telecommunication Union,the Global
Alliance for ICT and Development,
Microsoft, Cisco and Intel. WSYA is
also supported by the Internet Society
(ISOC).
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Felix Airways' Technical Apparatus
received the second CRJ 700 plane
from Canadian Bumpardy factories.
Joining this plan to 2009 trade opera-
tional program, the daily flights from
Sana'a Airport to Aden, Taiz,
Hudeidah , Mukalla, Say'oon and
Suqatra will increase from 33 to 44
flights a week.

Felix Airways' Executive Director
Mohmmad al- Arasha stated that
measures for handing over the plane
are going as planned and according to
due time and programs for operating
the plane. He asserted that the third
plane will join the company on
January 15 and the forth one in the
end of January 2009. 

By the end of this January, we will
have four plans operating in Felix
Airways. He says the aim of these
planes is linking the political Capital
Sana'a with all country's governorates
and then linking Yemeni cities with
each other. This process is easing
local transportation and ease also
tourist activities and activities of
investors. 

Our program, he says, has been
made upon economic study conduct-
ed by the US specialized company for
establishing this company. The pro-
gram was made for covering some
regional areas.

"God willing, we will start linking
al-Ghaidha City with Salalah City in
Oman and then with UAE cities and

some cities of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. There will be regular flights
in the future, "he said. 

Concerning the African Horn, the
program will include Addis Ababa,
Djibouti and Asmara. All these plans
come under the support and encour-
aging of political leadership repre-
sented by President Ali Abdullah
Saleh and his government for encour-
aging investment and easing
investors' movements and tourist
activity in the country. Furthermore,
the prime aim is easing citizen's
movements and avoiding traffic acci-
dents in the highways. 

He affirmed also that the Felix
Company has achieved great success
beyond initial expectations. The num-
ber of passengers has reached 20, 000
by the end of 2008.

HUDAIDA 
Construction of first steel plant in

Hudaida begins 

The Chinese-Yemeni Steel Company '
Star' has already started the construction
of the first steel plant in the industrial-
ized zone in Hudaida province. 

The project which would be imple-
mented in three phases will cost $ 75
million. 

The company started in November
implementation of the first phase of the
project which included the setting up of
concretes of the plant and residential
complex that covers 194 thousand
square meters, director of the Industrial
Zone in Hudaida Abdullah al-Bukari
said. 

The cost of the first phase is estimat-
ed at $ 25 million and the plant will pro-
duce during his phase 200 thousand tons
of steel a year. 

The project would be launched offi-
cially in May providing jobs for 300
Yemenis and 100 foreigners. 

The 13 megawatt-electricity station
which would be used to operate the
plant will arrive in Yemen during this
month. 

At the second phase of the project,
the plant will produce 400 thousand
tons of steel a year and by 2010 after the
three phases of the project complete the
plant is expected to produce 1 million
tons annually. 

As we find the project shows success,
other Yemeni-Chinese companies
would be set up that will produce foods,
phones and electronics, Chinese execu-
tive director of the project Yang

Shumen said. 
The Yemeni-Chinese Steel Company,

in which China holds 80 percent,
obtained in July a license to establish
the plant at the Industrial Zone in
Hudaida province. 

SANA’A
New historical site unearthed 

A new historical site has been discov-
ered in Jabal al-Jar of Sanhan district-
close to Sana'a capital, chairman of the
general organization for antiquities and
museums Abdullah BaWazir told
26sep.net on Sunday. 

BaWazir said that the side dated back
to the Bronze Age. 

He made it clear that a commander of
the Special Guards Brigadier Tariq
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh informed
the GOAM that the discovery happened
during open of a road in the region
which looks like an ancient housing set-
tlement. 

Animals such gazelles had been
drawn on the rocks of the settlement, he
added. 

Date set for trial of
Israel-linked spy ring 

The Specialized Penal Court is to start
next Saturday the trial of three members
of a  spy network accused of working
for the Israel's Mossad intelligence
agency. 

After investigations with the accused
during which three of the six-member
network confessed to working for Israel
through communication with the office

of Israeli PM Ehud Olmert and Mossad,
Prosecution handed over the case file to
the court in prelude for trial. 

During investigations Basam al-
Haidari, Emad al-Raimi and Ali Mahfal
said they told Israelis they were ready to
transfer information about Yemen, an
offer which was welcomed by the
Israeli side. 

Israelis then told them they wanted
them to conduct spy operations at the
regional level. 

Three will go on trial; however, three
other members of the terrorist network,
arrested in October, were set free for
lack of evidence. 

A security source earlier said the six-
member ring was a jihadist network and
had threatened to attack foreign and
Arab missions in the country including
the embassies of Saudi Arabia, Britain
and the United Arab Emirates. 

During the raid on the network’s
hideout, security forces found items
including a computer set, which
revealed there was contact between the
network and an Israeli intelligence serv-
ice. 

During the correspondence, the net-
work asked for help to carry out terror-
ist activities inside Yemen, the security
source said. 

Nine stores found
selling weapons and munitions 

Governmental field committees entrust-
ed with monitoring prices have found 9
stores in Sana'a selling weapons and
ammunitions. 

A report by the committees noted that

while on a mission to monitor prices at
stores throughout the capital, they
found nine shops in the Arhab district
selling light rifles, pistols and grenades
as well as munitions. 

The committees urged security
authorities to immediately take neces-
sary measures and close the stores as
the trade of weapons affect national
security. 

First batch of UAE assistance of
wheat to be distributed 

Minister of Industry and Trade Yahya
al-Mutawakel said on Tuesday that the
first batch of the UAE wheat assistance
arrived at al-Salif seaport of Hodeidah
governorate. 

It would be distributed in accordance
with mechanisms approved by the cab-
inet via the Yemeni Economic
Corporation starting from next
Thursday. 

In his statement to Saba, the minister
said that the 65,800 tons of wheat
arrived in the port and would be dis-
tributed to around million beneficiaries
of the Social Welfare Fund under spon-
sorship of the local councils. 

The assistance would be distributed
transparently within determined
timetable to these beneficiaries, the
minister said. 

He criticized some media outlets,
which doubted on honestly of the dis-
tribution for the UAE assistance of
wheat, saying such reports are kind of
political and partisan spites. 

He expressed thanks of the Yemeni
government for the gift presented by
the President of the United Arab
Emirates Khalifa Bin Zayed Al-

Nahyan, highlighting level of the bilat-
eral relations between Yemen and
UAE. 

Last May, the UAE president ordered
to send 500,000 tons of wheat to Yemen
as gift from the Emirates people to the
Yemeni people. 

Workshop on population issues held 

The National Council is to organize on
Tuesday a workshop on sharing with
the local authorities in implementing
the goals of the National Population
Strategy. 

The two-day workshop aims at defin-
ing population issues as well as the
ways to share the local councils in the
strategy of population. 

Speaking to althawra.net, secretary
general of the National Population
Council Ahmed Borgi highlighted that
the 30 participates will discuss four
work papers regarding population
issues and the role of local councils in
population and family planning aware-
ness . 

HADRMOUT 
Scientific symposium on addressing

flood post-disaster to be held 

Specialized scientific symposium will
be held on Thursday under the title
"Together to Address the Flood Post-
Disaster." 

The four-day symposium is organ-
ized by the Center for Studying of cre-
ativity and Cultural Heritage Service
and Wadi Hadrmout forums, and will
focus on practical solutions and the

contribution required for joint action to
overcome the problems caused by the
flood. 

About 18 Yemeni university profes-
sors are to participate in the symposium
which will discuss urban planning,
infrastructure re-structuring, focusing
on the environment, agriculture and
sewage floods restructuring as well as
financing of housing and construction
projects in the stricken areas. 

ADEN
32,000 metric tons of diesel
unloaded in Aden seaport 

A Liberian oil tanker unloaded on
Monday about 32,000 metric tons of
diesel in Aden refinery seaport coming
from India. 

The shipment will be distributed to
all gas stations and seaports throughout
the country. 

Worth mentioning is that about
168,000 metric tons of diesel were
unloaded in Aden refinery seaport last
December. 

Six Somalis rescued in international
waters off Mukalla coastline 

A ship of international alliance forces
has rescued six Somalis in international
waters off Mukalla coastline, media
center of the Interior Ministry reported
on Monday. 

The center said that the forces hand-
ed over them to the Yemeni security
authorities in Mukalla who are now
investigating with the Somalis to make
sure if they are fishermen or pirates.

Eng. Mohmmad al- Arasha

Felix Airways launches the second
plane within 2009 operation program

In unprecedented move, amid unique
lovely and brotherly family environ-
ment, the International Bank of
Yemen ( IBY) held an honoring cere-
mony to its employees in December
29, 2008. These employees have
served in the bank for more than
twenty years continuously.

In the ceremony, IBY's Deputy
Assistant for human resources Zainab
al-Ashtal welcomed the attendees.
Shed indicated that this great ceremo-
ny aims at honoring people who
devoted themselves wholeheartedly
during two decades or more for work-
ing in the bank. 

Loyalty and love to this edifice,
living in their hearts and sentiments,
are the motives for their sincerity in
their work.

General Manager of the  bank
Ahmad al-Absi spoke in the occasion,
highlighting the role of the honored
employees in making banking work a
career deserve to be belong to and
promoted it to reach level of love and
sanctification.

He made it clear that the aim of

honoring ceremony is not only for
celebrating but also to stimulate new
generation to take examples and
experiences from these honored
employees and encourage these
young leaderships, in the first place,
to look forward for the future.

Indirect address, he said, is target-
ing them educationally and encour-
ages and guides them. Ending his
speech, he hoped that this honoring
day could repeated to other leader-
ships gave this institution their whole
efforts, expertise and knowledge to
deserve bowing of proud foreheads as
respect for them.

Then, Member of IBY's Board of
Administrators Mohammad al-
Amery and the General Director
Ahmad al-Absi distributed the certifi-
cates and gifts to honored employees. 

In the end of the ceremony, a
launch banquet held on the honor of
the honored employees. A number of
the board members, executive direc-
tors and a large group of the bank and
it branches employees attended the
banquet.

IBY honors its employees
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VACANCIES
International Oil Company in Yemen invites Yemeni Nationals
to apply for the following positions with its office in Sana'a

HR (Human Resources)    Ref: # 01

QUALIFICATIONS/EXPERIENCE
• Bachelor’s Degree in business Administration
• Good communication skills
• Minimum 3 years experience in HR
• Fluent Arabic & English
• Good experience in payroll calculation
• Knowledge in Tax, Social Security and Labor Law
• Good computer skills

Administrator Ref: # 02
QUALIFICATIONS/EXPERIENCE
• Bachelor’s Degree in Administration
• Minimum 3 years experience in administration
• Knowledge in administration activities
• Fluent in Arabic & English.
• Strong relationships with external authorities
• Good computer skills

Candidates meeting the above criteria are required to forward their
detailed CV, colored picture, covering letter and the reference
number of each position until 14 January.

P. O. Box 16995, Sana’a or Email: salehmba@yahoo.com



"M"My father,
may God
rest his soul,
always used
to say that I

was just like him,” related Najwa. “My
father was also involved in Labor syn-
dicates and unions. At that time I could-
n't understand what he meant because
there is almost 50 years of age differ-
ence between him and me, the youngest
of his children. Now I understand what
he meant. My passion for my work,
concern for others and protection of
their rights are some of the traits he had.
I love to see the world and the experi-
ence and exposure that come with that.”

Tell me a little bit about yourself.
How do you describe yourself?   
“I appreciate myself as person. Success
as a mother and also as a working
woman has given me a strong confi-
dence and sense of self esteem. My four
children are a source of great pride. One
studying to be a doctor and the other a
pharmacist in universities in Egypt, the
other two are still in school. It is not
easy to raise children and provide them
with an excellent education, especially
with Egypt’s education system. As a
Business graduate, I took it as a chal-
lenge to study English, to develop
myself and read every book that I could
get my hands on.

My current education ambition is to
complete my doctorate in international
agreements in the field of labor. This is
something I used to lecture my col-
leagues on and I have experience.

After so many years of totally focus-
ing on domestic life, what challenges
did you face when you re-entered the
workforce?
During the first part of my life I had no
idea that I would be as successful in the
workforce as I was successful at home.
Besides raising my children, I was pro-
tecting my daughter from a medical

condition that affected her eyes. My
goal was to bring her up in such a way
that she would not feel that she was less
capable or less beautiful than her peers.
It was a challenge. After the success of
operations to cure her, it was apparent
that her medical condition would no
longer take so much energy, time, and
resources to overcome. I felt that I
could finally let go. Today, she is a
blooming young girl that is ready to
face any challenge head on. My pri-
mary goal was to teach my children to
study and learn so that later in life they
would be independent and able to stand
on their two feet. This goal over-
whelmed me for almost 10 years. 

What prompted you to make this
drastic change?
After she grew up a little, I felt that I
wanted to find myself. After being
overwhelmed with the chaos of raising
my children and my domestic responsi-
bilities, and I started to think about
what I can do. I worked and started pur-
suing my career. After graduating from
university, I was assigned to work at a
government ministry.

How easy was it to integrate into the
workforce?
My success was a combination of a
blessing from God and a lot of effort. I
feel it was very challenging. My job
entails going to organizations and mak-
ing sure that they implement the Labor
laws in the best way possible. And for
me to do that I had to know and under-
stand these laws. Everyone around me
was so familiar with these laws and I
had to prove myself. I bought books
and started studying and preparing
myself.

It was a coincidence that one day
there was a mission and there was
nobody to assign. I seized the opportu-
nity. Success is a combination of prepa-
ration meeting opportunity. I always
felt challenged and at this point I felt

that I had arrived.
Then there was a new law issued and

I felt that I was on an equal footing with
everyone else. I studied hard and was
ahead of many employees around me.

Have any other women served as role
models or played a role in your suc-
cess?
The Minister of Workforce and Social
Affairs, Ayesha Abdel Hadi is also a
woman; she was the first person to
encourage me. Other than being an
example to other aspiring woman, when
she came to the ministry she was
always open to ideas and would listen
to our concerns. She made six pre-con-
ditions to fulfilling this position [of
labor consultant]. Among them were
courses, research and exams. Anyone –
man or woman – was allowed. She is
considered to have opened this field to
working women. There are men that
stood by me, but at the same time, there
were men that were skeptical. 

Are you a better mother now or when
you were a homemaker?
My children are my friends – they don't
fear me. I am a better mother now than
when I was a home maker. I'll tell you
why: it's because my mentality was dif-
ferent when I was at home. All my
knowledge was from my house and the
houses around me. But when I worked
and met people with new ideas and per-

spectives, I was able to give my chil-
dren more. 

Do you feel you have you sacrificed to
be where you are now?
No, I don't feel that that I have made
any sacrifices at all.

What do you consider to be your
highest achievement?
My highest achievement is that I am the
first woman in Egypt to be assigned as
a Labour Consultant. This achievement
isn't for me alone; it's for every woman
in Egypt and in the Arab world.

Do you really believe that a woman
can have best of both, family and
career, at the same time? 
I don't let my family life interfere with
my career and vice versa. It is all about
setting priorities and time management.
Yes, women are strong and able to
multi-task; they have the ability to have
the best of both and not let one interfere
with the other.

What role do women versus the gov-
ernment play in women development?
Women make differences in the work-
place. The woman has the biggest role.
With your effort you will achieve.
Labor laws do not differentiate between
men and women. Not just in Yemen or
Egypt, but all over the world. If you
work and are absent a lot and never
commit to your job, you will give men

a chance to say that you are not capable
and that your domestic life is affecting
your work.

Have you faced any challenges in the
diplomatic field as a woman?
There are obstacles, but in Egypt we
don’t have any rules that prohibit
women from traveling alone; previous-
ly, there were. The diplomatic field
itself represents the most sophisticated
and elite members of society. The chal-
lenges of being a diplomat are to inte-
grate into another society, and some-
times to convince people that a woman
can hold this position.

What advice do you give to women
who aspire to achieve but societal
restraints prevent them from doing
so?
If a woman sets a certain goal and keeps
focused on it she can achieve it.  If you
give in to other peoples ideas about
what you are or are not capable of, then
you will be discouraged. You must
believe in yourself before you try to
convince others. Believe that you can
succeed, persevere, and never give up.

For example, when I first applied for
work, I used to travel all over Cairo so
that I could lean English. Everyone
questioned why I would need this lan-
guage. I had no idea that I would need
it. I just wanted to learn and quench my

thirst for knowledge. I used study while
taking the metro, the public transport. I
wasn't a young school girl and other
people in the metro used to look at me
questioningly, "Why is she studying?"
It gave me a sense of self confidence
and defiance. How much effort you put
in God will reward you. And any
knowledge you 

What advice do you give to Yemeni
women that choose to focus on their
families only? 
Every woman must be satisfied with her
life. If a woman feels that she wants to
stay at home and take care of her fami-
ly and children, that is okay. It’s a mes-
sage and there is nothing wrong with
that. Any mother could go through this
stage after her children grow up and
don't need to depend on her anymore. 

What are your hopes for your future
career-wise? 
I feel that to some extent I have
achieved my goals. Working overseas
gives you a better perspective. I want to
further serve my community and my
country and obtaining my doctorate,
which I hope will be soon, will better
position me to do so.

How do you spend your free time? 
I love reading, especially classical poet-
ry and Lebanese poet Elia Abu Madi.
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"Success is preparation meeting opportunity"
Najwa Ahmad Ibrahim is testament to the fact that women can have the best
of both domestic and career life. She is the first woman to be appointed as a
Labor Consultant with an Egyptian Embassy, a position yet to be held by a
Yemeni woman, and is considered a pioneer for women in this field. She is
also an excellent mother. Though her work is exhausting, the rewards are
rich. Interviewed by Salma Ismail
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Najwa Ahmad Ibrahim

The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany herewith gives its view concerning the article
pertaining to Shada Nasser in issue number 1222, page 5 of the Yemen Times dated January 5,
2009:
The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany - contrary to what was stated in the article -
did -so far- not meet Shada Nasser nor has a meeting with the Ambassador been requested.
As to the cancellation of the visa, the following facts have to be taken into account.
Before the intended journey to Germany and after the visa was already issued, a court order was
presented to the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany with the following content: Shada
Nasser was no longer entitled to express any views concerning her former client Noujood Ali Al-
Ahdal, her story/history or their relationship to any national or international media. The German TV
channel ZDF — as a consequence of the court decision - withdrew the invitation and informed the
Embassy of this decision.
The Schengen visa of Shada Nasser was issued by the German Embassy for the limited purpose
and time period of the intended journey to Munich upon invitation of the ZDF.
Thus, in accordance with the applicable Schengen regulations, the visa had to be canceled - with-
out prejudice. The legal basis on which it was issued was not existent anymore.
This decision had to be taken out of purely legal reasons. With this measure this Embassy is not
taking any position whatsoever concerning the activities of Shada Nasser as a lawyer or Human
Rights activist. 

Sanaa, January 6, 2008
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

Counterstatement
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A better future for unemployment
By: Osama Ghalib

O
nly three hundred, 
ninety one job oppor
tunities were deter
mined for the capital 
of congestions, Aden, 
for the year 2009, while job seekers 

applying for such opportunities num
ber up to thirteen thousand with vari
ous majors. This means that 33 grad
uates will compete for a single job 
opportunity in case eligibility verifi
cation is fairly applied on applicants, 
however, this is impossible to take 
place under the current system of 
governance.

In the best cases, as many as 100 
job opportunities will go to some 
protest activists in the southern gover
norate in order to silence them, partic
ularly as the upcoming parliamentary 
election is drawing nearer and nearer.

Ninety-one job opportunities will 
be posted in a secret auction, which 
only the most corrupt individuals will 
know about. YR 200,000 is the mini
mum bid (offered as bribes) to be paid 
by applicants if they are willing to

compete for the available job oppor
tunities. Those who can not afford to 
pay this amount should seek other 
jobs, or migrate illegally to neighbor
ing states in search of work, accord
ing a recommendation given by 
Political Advisor to President of the 
Republic Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Eryani.

Taiz: Capital of Unemployment
Only 560 job opportunities were des
ignated for the capital of unemploy
ment, Taiz, compared to 40 thousand 
jobless applicants, who are already 
registered in the governorate's Civil 
Service Office. One hundred of these 
jobs will be given to residents of Bani 
Wahban district, and the same share 
to influential individuals, who are 
loyal with the ruling party.

Applicants for Taiz's share of job 
opportunities will undergo eligibility 
verification, provided that Taiz gover
nor, who once served as Minister of 
Civil Service and Social Insurance, is 
allegedly an expert in applying this 
criteria, however, in fact he was noto
rious for corruption in his ministry.

Establishing a comparison between 
job opportunities offered for Taiz and

Aden uncovers lack of the simplest 
criteria, which is the directional rela
tion between the number of job seek
ers per governorate and the job oppor
tunities provided to them.

The way jobs are designated to 
each governorate is politicized irre
spective of justifications provided by 
the relevant authorities. Otherwise, 
how one can explain the provision of 
a single job opportunity for every 71 
graduates in Taiz while a single job 
opportunity is provided for 33 appli
cants in Aden. The situation implies 
that the authority is expecting Taiz 
residents to take to streets in protests 
against the government like Aden's 
residents do in order to get equal 
treatment.

Hopes to get selected for a job van
ish
In general, the number of job oppor
tunities approved for all governorates 
neither matches with the high scores 
of job seekers nor meets demands of 
labor markets. There are large num
bers of graduates, who observe offi
cial newspapers for years with the 
hope of seeing their names selected

for the jobs.
According to Minister of Social 

Affairs and Labor Dr. Amatarrazaq 
Hummad, 54 percent of university 
graduates are jobless. And, as a reac
tion to such terrible unemployment 
rates, Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdulkarim Al-Arhabi, who is also 
Minister of Planning and 
International Cooperation, says that 
reducing the high unemployment rate 
in our country is a top priority the 
government plans to deal with during 
the coming time period.

We were surprised to hear Al- 
Arhabi saying "reducing unemploy
ment" not ending unemployment. He 
should have said the other wise as a 
kind of compliment to President of 
the Republic, who still have only 
three months before a due date he set 
as a deadline to end unemployment in 
Yemen. To end unemployment by the 
end of 2008 is one of the promises 
contained in President Saleh's plat
form ahead of reelecting him for 
another 7-year mandate in September 
2006.

Source: Nasspress.com

In light of the president’s call
By: Yahya Ali Nuri

F
aithful and honest efforts 
exerted by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh concern
ing the Palestinian issue 
will continue to be one of 
the largest and most important sources 
of assistance that will put an end to 

such issues. These current disagree
ments sound the alarm on both the 
present and future of Palestine and its 
security. The president’s efforts led to 
the ‘Sana'a declaration’ which outlined 
a strong plan to achieve Palestinian 
reconciliation and to prevent more 
internal conflicts which serve only the 
Israeli occupation.

The recent events in Palestine, par
ticularly the Israeli criminal aggres
sion against the Palestinians and their 
continuation of massacres, come dur
ing a difficult stage of the Palestinian 
struggle. This most recent stage is 
characterized by splits and fragmenta
tion among the Palestinian active pow
ers, particularly between Fatah and 
Hamas. The split created an atmos
phere for Israel to continue Palestinian

bloodshed out of its belief that the 
recent conditions represent a suitable 
opportunity to practice more aggres
sions to undermine the Palestinian 
people.

In addition, the enemy views the 
Palestinian disagreements as a golden 
opportunity to achieve further frag
mentation in the various stances of the 
Arab nations toward the Palestinian 
issue. Arabs look at the recent devel
opments from different perspectives 
based on their interests and attitudes 
toward the different ideologies related 
to the Palestinian issue.

These visions and discrepancies 
made Arab policies confused in deter
mining the right political path guaran
teeing advocacy for the Palestinian 
people. Many examples reflect this 
confusion, particularly the manifesta
tion of protests against the Israeli 
aggression on the Palestinian people in 
Gaza as well as the inconsistent opin
ions that assess the performance of 
Fatah and Hamas. There is both sym
pathy and blame for both groups 
depending where you are in the Arab 
world, which indicates the fragile

stands toward the Palestinian issue.
Additionally, regional Middle East 

powers utilized the Palestinian issue as 
a means of pressure to achieve their 
political interests both internally as 
well as internationally. These rela
tions, in turn, created requirements on 
the level of the international commu
nity's efforts to combat terror. It also 
furthered confusion between the con
cepts of terrorism and legitimate 
resistance of people who groan under 
occupation.

As a result of this confusion, we 
find that successful tactics that will 
recover the spirit of the Palestinian 
must include unified leadership. This 
call for unified leadership represents 
the first and final demand today. As 
such. Ali Abdullah Saleh's call to hold 
an emergency Arab Summit to discuss 
the dimensions of the Palestinian 
scene is a welcome and needed pro
posal. In holding such a summit, the 
president doesn't aim to absorb the 
rage of the Arab peoples; rather, he 
aims to put an end to the inconsisten
cies among Palestinians. That is why 
the president called for all Palestinian

factions to actively participate in the 
summit.

This vision indicates the credibility 
of his readings of the Palestinian situ
ation, as not only does he look at the 
situation from the angle of the Israeli 
aggressions on the Palestinians but 
also from the international angle as 
well. The president's vision stresses 
that the right way to come out of this 
critical juncture is to produce a plan 
that recovers the unity of Palestine and 
unifies their various stances that serve 
the Palestinian interest overall.

Therefore, the Arab Summit, if held, 
should achieve a political goal that 
includes more than the recitation of 
mere mottoes and national political 
terms, which people are tired of hear
ing. It should make the Palestinian 
issue the real initiative toward the 
future and create a positive Arab drive 
to support the Palestinians without any 
bias toward or against any Palestinian 
faction. In such a case, we can guaran
tee that all Palestinians will put the 
supreme interest of the country as the 
main goal of every activity. Such uni
fication will also put an end to Israeli 
aggressions against Palestine, whether 
the agreed upon choice made by 
Palestinians will be armed struggle or 
diplomatic channels.

As long as Palestinian and Arab fac
tions are scattered and disjointed, what 
happened in Gaza can happen again. If 
unity is achieved, the world will deal 
with the Palestinian issue from the per
spective that its factions decide and 
agree on. This reconciliation obliges 
the international community, particu
larly Arabs who failed to put an end to 
the Palestinian disagreements, to con
sider the demands of the Palestinian 
people. Israel benefited from this split 
in the Palestinian and Arab stances to 
commit massacres, particularly the 
massacres in Gaza. Such massacres 
aroused rage not only on Israel but 
also on the Palestinian bodies that con
tributed to more political and national 
congestion inside occupied lands.

A realignment of Palestinian leader
ship should be achieved as the first and 
main goal in order to rid the siege 
imposed on the people in Gaza. Unity 
of leadership will also put an end to 
Israeli arrogance and the inattention of 
the colonization powers, particularly 
the United States of America.

Source: Al-Thawra state run daily.

COMMON SENSE
Massacre in Gaza:

Where death is 
the aura of Life

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

w hen for close to a century, a 
people become subjected to 
death, injury,
imprisonment, continuous 
relocation, agony,

separation from loved ones and a perpetually 
ominous threat of war, one is amazed more at 
the rather lackluster concern of an international 
community that is complacent more with the 
perpetrator of all these misdeeds rather than it is 
at showing any compassion and mercy towards 
the helpless victims of these Godless acts.

The daily and nightly displays of unchallenged military prowess in Gaza 
used for the total annihilation of a people, who never sought more than to be 
left alone in peace raising their olives, sheep and oranges, only adds more to 
the disgust the observer is bound to feel for a regional community that has 
forgotten the meaning of blood linkage and an international order that has 
forgotten that it was mainly set up to protect the victims of "holocausts" and 
ethnic cleansing.

Yes, the current massacre being unleashed in Gaza is a stain in the history 
of Mankind. Massacres like these are never erased by any "efforts" of polished 
politicians "seeking a truce" or even a "temporary cease fire". The efforts of 
theses luxuriously attired seekers of press coverage and a quick handshake 
appearance before the TV camera with impotent power brokers in a disguising 
philanthropic prodding are fooling no one as they jump from capital to capital 
enjoying the gourmet of the places they shuttle to and fro, while the people 
they are supposedly "rescuing" are not even allowed to drink at least one glass 
of pure clean water a day. and the infants of the latter are denied the right to 
silent slumber to digest their already sour milk, if they are lucky enough to get 
even that. It is not easy for infants to find sleep amidst the high screeching 
sound of F - 16s and the ongoing buzzing of drones and Apache helicopters, 
not to mention the ongoing booms of the lethal ordnance they unleash in every 
direction of the city of Gaza. Let it not be forgotten that Gaza is indeed one of 
the most densely crowded cities in the world.

On the first day of Israel's shameless "ground incursion", after its already 
unforgivable ten days of air, sea and artillery pounding, the casualties reached 
some 70 dead or injured people, mostly women and children. All those 
"menacing rocket of Hamas did not injure one Israeli trespasser (What else can 
one call the Israeli citizens?)! Oh sure, the Zionist death machine has 
exonerated itself by telling the world that they have already dropped hundreds 
of leaflets, telling the people of Gaza that "they have nothing against them" 
and that the Gazans should leave their homes, apartments and tents and seek 
shelter.

The fact of the matter is that there are no civilian shelters in Gaza; the people 
of Gaza do not have the unlimited backing of a United Arab Appeal, AIPAC or 
an Anti Defamation League - funds for the construction of a sophisticated 
shelter system enjoyed by the displacers of the original inhabitants of the land 
that was theirs for centuries prior to the advent of the Zionist uprooters of the 
indigenous Palestinians. All the people of Gaza have is the hope that God will 
not abandon them as the rest of humanity has. They have no choice but to read 
these leaflets with some feeling of ridicule and despair at the rather helpless 
fate that they are subjected to under the observing eyes of the world.

The leaflets are supposedly enough to render the horrible Zionist death 
machine innocent of all crimes as whole families - fathers, mothers, offspring 
of all ages are wiped out of existence by a humanless drone or a distant Apache 
helicopter, whose operator and crew haven't the slightest idea who they are 
eliminating from existence, or even have the slightest care as to the military 
value of their target. No, these death machine operators have been 
scientifically reared to believe that the elimination of human life is a noble 
cause. In fact they regard the death of Palestinians as an essential luxury of 
Zionist existence and a source of pride as they distort the true sense of justice 
God intended for this world and wish to convince all of mankind that they are 
only carrying out God's "promise".

If that is the promise God has granted to murderers, assassins, thugs and 
outright criminals, then what are they leaving for the good people of the earth, 
who these modern mobsters kill, even as the victims are leaning with their 
foreheads on the ground in total submission to Him in his houses of worship. 
On the eve of the ground excursion an Israeli air attack killed 13 worshippers 
of the Sunset prayer in a mosque as they devoutly seek relief from God 
Almighty, following that with a similar attack that killed nine worshippers as 
they are bowing in prayer at Dawn of the following day. No, it is for certain 
that this is not done rightly in the name of the Almighty; those who are still 
willing to risk their lives to show their faith in Him and undertake their rites of 
prayer, even with the possibility that death is more likely than the hope of 
drinking their morning breakfast coffee know that their Lord is much more 
merciful than that.

How can one express the agony and disgust that one feels at the epitome of 
human justice, when it renders an entire people as not worthy of humanity's 
pity and concern? No, agony and disgust would be praise for such abominable 
justice. Heartbreak is more the right way of describing the sadness within the 
chests of those who really hoped that humanity could be far more sensitive to 
the suffering of their own kind. But then, we live in an age where the power 
of aluminum drones and black Apache helicopters and Markova tanks kill all 
sense of humanity within the human spirit.

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more 
than 20 years.
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By: Nina V. Fedoroff

SScience and technology
changed agriculture profound-
ly in the twentieth century.
Today, much of the developed
world’s agriculture is a large-

scale enterprise: mechanized, computer-
controlled, and based on sophisticated
use of chemistry and knowledge of plant
and soil physiology.   

The invention of chemical fertilizers
early in the century and their increasing
use, together with mechanization and the
development of high-yielding grain vari-
eties, propelled the growth of agricultural
productivity in the developed world. The
Green Revolution brought these benefits
to less developed nations.  

As a result, despite a tripling of the
global population, we have so far evaded
Malthus’ 1798 prediction that human
population growth would inevitably out-
strip our ability to produce food. Over the
second half of the twentieth century, the
hungry of the Earth shrank from half of
its three billion human inhabitants to less
than a billion of the current 6.5 billion. 

Twentieth-century plant breeders
learned to accelerate genetic changes in
plants with chemicals and radiation – a
rather shotgun approach to the genetic
improvement of plants. The introduction
of molecular methods began the current
agricultural revolution. The use of such
techniques is referred to as genetic modi-
fication (GM), genetic engineering, or
biotechnology. GM crops that resist cer-
tain pests and tolerate herbicides have
gained rapid acceptance in many coun-
tries. 

According to the International Service
for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications (ISAAA), GM crop adop-
tion is growing at double-digit rates,
reaching 114.3 million hectares in 23
countries in 2007. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, 11 of the 12 million GM farmers
are resource-poor smallholders. 

In the 12 years since their commercial
introduction, insect-resistant GM crops
have increased yields while significantly
decreasing the use of toxic pesticides.
Herbicide-tolerant plants have decreased
herbicide use and encouraged the wide-
spread adoption of no-till farming,

markedly reducing topsoil loss and pro-
moting soil fertility. 

Despite dire predictions, no adverse
effects of GM crops on health, biodiver-
sity, and the environment have been doc-
umented to date. The only unanticipated
effects so far have been beneficial. Insect-
resistant GM corn, for example, shows
much lower levels of mycotoxin contam-
ination than conventionally or organical-
ly grown corn because the plants are
resistant to the insect larvae that bore
holes through which fungi enter plants.
No holes, no fungi, no mycotoxins. 

GM techniques are widely accepted in
medicine and food technology. What
would we do today in the face of the
growing world-wide diabetes epidemic
without human insulin, now produced on
a very large scale from human insulin
genes expressed in microorganisms? 

But the use of molecular techniques to
improve crop plants continues to be
rejected emphatically by many countries
in Europe, by Japan, and – most tragical-
ly – by many African countries. 

Recent food and energy price shocks
have pulled the world up short. The so-

called “food crisis” of 2008 was not real-
ly a crisis in the sense of a condition that
can be resolved by the quick application
of emergency measures. It has been
developing for decades. And it is not like-
ly to disappear soon, though food prices
are moderating for the moment. 

A human population approaching
seven billion is straining the limits of the
planet’s ecological support systems.
Water and arable land are in short supply.
The climate is changing. Fossil fuel ener-
gy is expensive and contributes to climate
change. Unexpectedly, we find ourselves
once again staring down the barrel of
Malthus’ gun. 

Most of the world’s poorest people are
rural, small-holding farmers, virtually
untouched by modern agriculture. There
is much room for increasing productivity.
And yet, while we hear talk of a second
Green Revolution, expanding the food
supply today in the poorest, most crowd-
ed, and insecure nations is a formidable
task. 

It seems that somewhere between the
Green Revolution and the biotechnology
revolution, the developed world declared

the battle for food security won and
moved on. Citizens of many urbanized,
developed countries have grown nostal-
gic, increasingly convinced that organic
farming, a throwback to nineteenth-cen-
tury agriculture, produces nutritionally
superior food (it doesn’t) and can solve
the world’s food problems (it can’t). 

Where land is not yet limited, small-
scale organic farming is an affordable
luxury. The amount of arable land on the
planet has not changed substantially in
more than half a century. Land is lost to
urbanization, desertification, and salin-
ization as fast as it is added by clearing
forests and plowing grasslands.  

Yet the human population’s growth and
increasing affluence continue to push up
demand for food, feed, and fiber. Now, as
we begin to confront the inevitable
exhaustion of fossil fuel supplies, we are
asking agriculture to satisfy some of our
energy appetite, as well. This is like
expecting your modest annual salary to
satisfy all the appetites you developed
while burning through a large inheri-
tance. 

Adapting to climate change and

decreasing agriculture’s environmental
impact, while substantially increasing its
productivity, are among the key chal-
lenges confronting us in the twenty-first
century. Despite the bad rap they’ve got-
ten, the GM crops in use today have
already contributed to meeting both chal-
lenges. 

Developing an environmentally friend-
ly agriculture for a hot and crowded plan-
et will require the most advanced agricul-
tural methods available, including GM
techniques. Indeed, there are projects
underway to develop crop varieties that
use less water and maintain their yield
potential under harsher drought condi-
tions than today’s crops.  

Will we have the wisdom to accept the
growing evidence of safety and welcome
these necessary survival tools? 

Nina V. Fedoroff is Science and
Technology Adviser to the United States
Secretary of State and to the
Administrator of US Agency for
International Development (USAID). 
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2008.  
www.project-syndicate.org

The Malthus gun

By: Esther Dyson

“G“Google violates its
‘don’t be evil’
motto.” To
Google’s credit,
if you Google

that sentence, you can find reference to a
debate on that claim that I took part in
recently.  As it happens, I have a complex
relationship with Google. I have fed at its
trough many times – as a personal guest;
as an advisory board member of Stop
Badware, an NGO it sponsors; and as a
speaker at its events. I also sit on the
board of 23andMe, co-founded by the
wife of Google co-founder Sergey Brin.  

But I also sit on the boards of Yandex
in Russia, one of a small number of com-
panies around the world who beat Google
in their local markets, and of WPP, a
worldwide advertising/marketing compa-
ny famous for its rivalry with Google.
Finally, I’m suspicious of concentrations
of power of any kind. 

So I welcomed the chance to clarify my
thinking. I took the con side of the debate:

Google does not violate its motto.
However, I do think there is a danger that
someday it could. 

The danger lies in the concentration of
information – arguably a concentration of
power – that Google represents. Google
doesn’t merely point users to existing
information on the Web; it also collects
information that it doesn’t share about its
users’ behavior. If you can use patterns in
Google searches to track flu outbreaks
and predict a movie’s commercial
prospects, can you also use it to forecast
market movements or even revolutions? 

Even if Google uses personal informa-
tion only for their benefit (whatever that
means), it represents an attractive target
for governments. In fact, Google general-
ly fights government requests for person-
al information. (It was Yahoo, not
Google, that gave personal information to
China’s government, which then jailed a
blogger.) 

Google has become a de facto gate-
keeper of information, to the extent that if
your site is not highly ranked by Google,
you are like the tree falling in the forest

with no one to hear it. It doesn’t matter
that people seeking information are free
to bypass Google and use other tools; they
don’t.  

So how does information equal power?
The active power that information pro-
vides is typically the threat of exposure.
Such information gives you power prima-
rily in a secretive, opaque world where
access to information is limited.  

But generally, the free flow of informa-
tion reduces the concentration of power.
So, rather than suppressing or regulating
the information that Google uncovers, we
are better off making it more freely avail-
able. 

A Google that is accountable to its
users – searchers, advertisers, investors,
and governments – is likely to be a better
outfit that does more good in today’s rel-
atively open market. In short, there is no
regulatory system that I trust more than
the current messy world of conflicting
interests. Whatever short-term tempta-
tions it faces – to manipulate its search
results, use private information, or throw
its weight around – Google, it is clear,

could lose a lot by succumbing to them in
a world where its every move is watched. 

Meanwhile, Google is not merely
avoiding evil; it actively fights against it.   

For example, Google fights censorship
– by doing, not by shouting. Rather than
stand on the sidelines and proclaim cen-
sorship evil, it is picking its way through
the landmines in China – competing with
a politically well-connected rival and
politely letting its users know that they
aren’t always getting the whole picture. 

In short, Google is changing expecta-
tions about what people can know – even
in the United States, where formal cen-
sorship is absent, but government obfus-
cation, opaque corporations, and the like
are not. Moreover, in countries where
Google is criticized for blocking access to
information, it points out the informa-
tion’s absence when something is blocked
– letting people know that it exists but
that they can’t have access to it. 

On the other hand, every time someone
in China Googles something and gets an
answer – a product’s good and bad points,
the details about someone the government

does not like – he must wonder, “Why
can’t I get this kind of information about
everything?” With Google, people start to
expect answers about everything . A little
transparency inevitably leads to more.
Rather than demand an end to censorship
now – an impossible dream – Google is
working to make that happen by eroding
government control over information. 

Moreover, from a purely practical point
of view, Google makes the world more
efficient. Buyers and sellers can find one
another, schoolchildren can find informa-
tion needed for their homework, and sick
people can find health information. 

The real threat of evil, I think, lies in
the temptations of “international gover-
nance” – say, a sinister multilateral gov-
ernment body called the World
Information Center. Nice as it sounds, the
reality is likely to be ridden with bureau-
cracy, susceptible to control by the worst
of the world’s governments rather than its
best ones, and incapable of innovation.   

Take, for example, ICANN, the body
that sets policy for the Domain Name
System. I was its founding chairman, and

I don’t think anyone considers it a suc-
cess. Its saving grace is that it is widely
considered illegitimate and therefore has
little power. 

By contrast, Google is effective at what
it does, and therefore has the legitimacy
of results. But it has little coercive power,
because anyone is free to try an alterna-
tive. Its only option is to be better than the
competition. 

The fact that these issues are being
debated is a good sign in itself – keeping
Google and its watchers on guard.
Fortunately, a wary press corps, powerful
governments, and nervous competitors
watch its every move, hoping the compa-
ny to fight its many temptations. Abuse of
power is evil, but power itself is not.  

Esther Dyson, chairman of EDventure
Holdings, is an active investor in a vari-
ety of start-ups around the world.  Her
interests include information technology,
health care and private aviation and
space travel. 
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2008.
www.project-syndicate.or

Big brother Google?

Fear and terror spread in Gaza

By: Ola Madhoun
Menassat

FFear, terror, anticipation and an
unprecedented confusion are
increasingly the prevailing
mood among Palestinians in
Gaza as Israeli F-16 war-

planes intensify their strikes across the
entire Gaza Strip.

On the fourth day of what Israel has
dubbed Operation Cast Lead, over 370
people have been killed and over 800
injured—with no end in sight.

What is happening in Gaza adds an
element of truth to the popular
Palestinian saying—a reflection of 60
years of occupation—that "the worst is
yet to come."

Although Israel started bombing on
December 27th, it seemed even more vio-
lent on Monday night, when Israeli war-
planes conducted more than fifty air
strikes, targeting the governmental min-
istry complex and the houses of Hamas
leaders and party members. 

The damage included hundreds of
civilian homes, since the ministerial com-
plex is located in the heart of a residential
area.

People described the air strikes as con-
secutive, never-ending earthquakes that
"ignite fear" and cause mass destruction. 

Once again, the Israeli warplanes
ensured that no one in Gaza slept. 

'They are bombing everything'
Before the start of this war, Israel had
already completely suffocated the Gaza
Strip, imposing a complete blockade on
medical supplies, material goods and
basic resources. It was a systematic oper-
ation aiming at weakening the Islamist

Hamas movement after it won legitimate
parliamentary elections in 2006. 

Israel further tightened the embargo of
the Strip when Hamas violently over-
threw their rival Fatah security apparatus
in the summer of 2007. British aid groups
said in May that humanitarian conditions
in the Gaza Strip were the worst in 40
years.

Now, the streets in Gaza are empty
apart from the few Gazans waiting in
queues for loaves of bread at the odd bak-
ery that has remained open. 

The destruction is overwhelming. The
smell of death is spreading and the
mourning tents are increasing in number.
Fear has taken over the Strip and the
Israelis have just started, the locals say.

Mouin al-Agha, the owner of a drapery
store in Gaza, expressed his concern and
anger at the indiscriminate bombing.

"They are bombing everything, not
only Hamas infrastructure. A missile tar-
geting one Hamas building destroys
dozens of neighboring houses. I don't
know how the Israelis can say that they
are not targeting civilians and their prop-
erties.

"My home is 400 meters away from
the ministries complex that was bombed
last night. The windows of my house
were smashed and the glass flew over my
children's heads." 

He pointed to one of his children, who
had been mumbling since morning and
hadn't stopped crying for several hours
because the air raid sirens are on seem-
ingly 24 hours per day in Gaza. 

"Where am I supposed to buy glass
now, knowing that it is missing from the
markets because of the blockade Israel
has been imposing on us for the past two
years?" al-Agha asked.

'Now there is no reason to stand
against Hamas'

Oum Mohammad is a teacher in a pri-
vate school in Gaza. She said that many
of the victims are employees working in
Hamas buildings with no party allegiance
to Hamas.

"Look at the murder of the Al-
Balousha family. They lost five daughters
when a mosque was hit in Jabalia. Israel
knows the camp is full of citizens.

"I had some reservations towards
Hamas before, but when the killing
machine targets the entire Palestinian
population, it means that we are all in
danger and there is no reason to stand
against Hamas. We only pray for Hamas'
safety and the safety of the children, eld-
erly, women, and all the Palestinian peo-
ple," Oum Mohammad said.

Sahib Salim, a student at the Islamic
University, said Israel killed six of his
friends in northern Gaza yesterday while
riding a bus heading to the north, and that
they were all supporters of Hamas' rival
political movement Fatah.

"What mistake did they make?" he
asked. "I might be the next victim, for the
Israelis are no longer differentiating
between civilians and polit0icians. They

are targeting everyone."
Salim was extremely emotional when

talking about the bombing of his univer-
sity.

"We are losing our friends and broth-
ers, even our educational future.
Apparently, Israel has a systematic plan
to throw the Palestinian population into
ignorance. The university is an academic
institution for all Palestinians and there is
no point in bombing it."

Abu Hazem, a Gazan who preferred
not to use his real name was surprised
that Israel has been targeting mosques. 

"The destruction of six mosques so far
means there are no red lines for Israel,
and this worries us for the future. What
happened to the Al-Balousha family is a
great example of the huge disaster we are
facing."

The Al-Balousha family lived next to
the Imad Akel mosque in Jabalia. The
Israeli army launched an air strike on
Sunday night targeting the mosque. The
walls of the house collapsed, killing five
sisters, who were buried in a mass grave
on Tuesday.

The Israeli violence in Gaza has meant
utter destruction. The smell of blood
mixed with gunpowder is omnipresent;

limbs, dead bodies and injured people are
lying in hospital hallways and in the
streets because of the shortage of space in
the morgues. 

The disastrous humanitarian situation
is casting its shadows on Gaza.

A mother and journalist in Gaza
This violence is reaching all Palestinians
in Gaza; no one is being spared. Allow
me to talk about my personal experience
as a reporter and a mother in Gaza, with
no gas and no electricity, without the
basic human right of easily buying goods
for my children.

Israel appears to be honest with its
intention to bring Gaza back to the Stone
Age, or at least to fifty years ago. Today,
I searched for a gas stove, as did my
grandmother in the 1950's and 1960's.
There is no electricity and firewood is
now non-existent.

The bigger problem I face is my inabil-
ity to get money, even from the banks.
But in Gaza right now, someone who has
one dollar is in the same situation as
someone who has millions of dollars—
both are living in the face of oppression,
death, fear, and scarcity of supplies and
basic needs.

Concerning the scarcity of food sup-
plies in Gaza, United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA) spokesperson
Adnan Abou Hasna told MENASSAT
that even before the Israeli military
attacks, the closing of the checkpoints
made it difficult for UNRWA to perform
its duties. 

The organization was forced to sus-
pend its operations of distributing food
portions to 750,000 refugees, while
200,000 other refugees are counting on
aid from the World Food Program.

"The Israeli embargo policy to allow
only a few trucks into Gaza makes our
mission almost impossible in the face of
this vast destruction and great fear in
Gaza."

Abou Hasna said that UNRWA is
demanding an immediate ceasefire, in
order for its crews to be able to deliver
basic supplies to the population. 

"The great number of civilian casual-
ties and injuries go against the Israeli
claims that they are bombing non-civilian
targets. 

It raises concerns about the safety of
the civilians and the ability to bring
essential and vital supplies to them,"
Abou Hasna said.

After four days of air strikes, Palestinians are describing the
Israeli assault on Gaza as the worst since 1967. Over 370
people have been killed since Saturday and more than 800
injured. Continuing with MENASSAT's on-the-ground
coverage of events in Gaza, correspondent Ola Madhoun
takes a tour through Gaza's empty streets to talk to locals.

A view of the destruction in Gaza from MENASSAT reporter Ola Madhoun.
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By: Ali Saeed

YYemen's economy highly
depends on oil
resources, with the
country's oil exports
accounting for around

85 percent of export revenues and 33
percent of the GDP, according to Oct.
2007 statistics.

These figures indicate how heavily
Yemen depends on oil, although the
depletion threatens the oil reserves
which are estimated at 116,800,000
barrels per year and 320,000 barrels
per day, on average in 2007.

Yemeni non-oil exports accounted
for about 27 percent of export revenues
in 2007, with little improvement from
22 percent in 2006. This information
came from Yahya Al-Motwakel,
Minister of Industry and Trade, who
reported it in the latest National
Exports Conference which was held in
Sana'a between November 24th and
25th, 2008.  

The total revenue of the non-oil
exports rose from around twelve bil-
lion YR in 2000 to YR 123 billion in
2007, according to Noman Al-Mulsi,
secretary general of the Yemeni Export
Supreme Council.

The conference discussed Yemeni
non-oil export challenges and recom-
mendations. Stakeholders in the con-
ference discussed the non-oil sectors
that Yemen has and the difficulties that
stand against their export development.

The participants in the conference
said that Yemen has many heteroge-
neous non-oil sectors such as agricul-
tural products, fishery wealth, industri-
al exports, and mining industries.

Agricultural Exports
According to the World Bank, the agri-
culture sector comprises up to 57 per-
cent of the non-oil exports. However,
there are challenges facing the agricul-
ture exports; namely water scarcity and
the consumption of the scarce water
resources in qat production. Annual use
totals around 800 million cubic meters
of water, equivalent to 30 percent of
the water used for irrigation.

In the National Exports Conference,
Farooq Mohammed Qasim, general
manager of marketing and agricultural
trade, said that there are many obsta-
cles facing agriculture exports. First,
the scattered agricultural areas con-
tribute to the shortage of specialized
exporting farms. Second, the expan-
sion of agricultural production without
planning created outputs that do not
meet the needs in the external markets.
Third, degradation of the productive
capitals such as grapes and coffee.
Fourth, the weak infrastructure.
Finally, there are no specialized com-
panies in agricultural transportation
and marketing.

About the financial side of the agri-

culture exports, the manager said that
until now, there is no bank or any
financial foundation that can finance
exports. He added that Yemeni agricul-
tural exports are not able to compete in
the external markets due to the high
cost of air cargo.

Fishery Exports
Dr. Saeed Banaeemoon, head of the
investment committee at the commer-
cial and industrial chambers, said that
Yemen is in a good location since it is
located southwest of the Arabian
Peninsula and has outlets to both the
Red Sea and the Arabian Sea. The
length of the Yemeni coastline is 2250
KM. In addition, the country has more
than 150 islands, most of them in the
Red Sea.

The Ministry of Fishery wealth
reports indicate that Yemen has huge
fishery resources. These resources
allow fishing harvests around 400,000
tons yearly and up to 400 types of fish.
Statistics point that the fish resources
that are being severely exploited is
around 60 different types of fish, and
these types are in high demand both
locally and globally. The severely
exploited fish form around 17 percent
of the total types of fish found in
Yemeni seas. Yemen is fourth among
Arab countries in fish production.

Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) Statistics indicate that Yemen
was globally the first in producing and
exporting squid, and the fourth in Arab
countries in producing Rockfish up to
2004.

However, information about the
fishery stock is old and needs updating.
Previous statistics been compiled ran-
domly, and the Tsunami in the Pacific
Ocean caused a decrease in the quanti-
ty of fish in the Arabian Sea. 

Yemeni fishery exports contribute to
non-oil exports by 40 percent, and
Yemeni fish is well respected among

the Arabian and foreign markets. In
2006, Yemen exported 89.6 thousand
tons of fish, with a total value exceed-
ing USD 259 million.

The dominant percent of production
is traditional and was estimated to be
97.2 percent of fish production in
2006.  Categories of exporters range
between individuals, specialized com-
panies, and non-specialized compa-
nies; however, the individuals seem to
have the largest portion of exports with
50.5 percent. Specialized companies
have 33.5 percent, and the non-special-
ized companies, 16 percent. 

Banaeemoon noted that the individ-
ual sector exports the biggest quantity
and that most of the individuals'
exports are raw. He added that the indi-
viduals’ exports are being sold cheaply
because they export only to Saudi
Arabia. He commented that this kind of
exporting affects national economic
revenues. Individuals use traditional
means for storing fish to be exported.
These methods do not maintain the
freshness of the fish, hence leading to
quantities of spoiled fish and losing
money.

Banaeemoon spoke about the chal-
lenges that face the exportation of fish,
numbering off the obstacles. First,
there is the declining of traditional fish
production in the past years. Second,
there is the obstruction of companies
that work in fish preparation to fish
using modern facilities. Third, the high
price of fish that is due to the decrease
in production, which leads to the high
price of fish while simultaneously
weakening the competitive ability of
Yemeni fish exports in the external
markets. Fourth, the taxes and fees in
the secondhand market result in the
high cost of purchasing fish. Fifth,
there are complications involving the
exporting procedures, and there are no
unified procedures in the different
areas of exportation. 

Sixth, paperwork of fish exporters to
Saudi Arabia is conducted without
proper exporting licenses from the
Ministry of Fishery Wealth, unlike the
companies. Seventh, the high cost of
the air shipment of fish impacts poor
fishermen, which is roughly $2 for 1
kilogram. Eighth, there is a quality of
exported fish, because the land ship-
ment from Hadramout to Sana'a creates
problems in transporting fish safely.
Ninth, problems of air shipment with
the Yemenia Air line occur due to the
inability of Yemenia to ship from Al-
Mukalla to Europe. Lastly, the long
distance between exporting windows
and the producing areas creates prob-
lems with fish quality, especially in the
eastern Area. 

Mining Exports
About the mining industries exports,
Nabeel Ahmed Al-Razihi, engineer at
the General Authority Survey of

Yemen, said that mining industry activ-
ities in Yemen are concentrated on gyp-
sum, rock salt, building bricks, and
ornamental stones.  
He added that Yemen has privileged
geology and geographical features,
including a number of old rock forma-
tions that date back to 300 billion
years.      

He revealed that mining projects in
Yemen are still new and that Yemen
has huge mineral reserves and rocks. In
2005, Yemen exported 42,842 tons of
minerals and industrial rocks with a
return of YR 352,680, and in 2007 with
a total value of YR 225,187.

Al-Razihi pointed out that the min-
ing industry sector faces obstacles such
as no financial allocations, a weak arti-
ficial structure, lack of awareness of
natural resources, and insufficient
infrastructure.

Future Vision
The government represented by the
Yemeni Export Supreme Council is
working in the field of non-oil exports
development. The Secretary General of
the Yemeni Export Supreme Council
said that the future vision of the non-oil
experts is to enhance and increase the
competitiveness of this sector and
increase it by more than ten percent.
The third five-year strategy aims to
increase it to 19 percent. The strategies
that the council adopted them to
achieve that is as follows:

First: Developing the exporting
institutions’ structure by the following:

a) Developing bodies that work in
the field of exports.

b) Activating the work of commer-

cial representation and embassies
abroad in order to serve Yemeni non-
oil exports.

c) Creating exporters associations
for competitive and distinguished
products, such as the association of the
fishery wealth exporters, association of
building stones exporters, association
of the coffee exporters, association of
the vegetables exporters, and associa-
tion of the fruit exporters. 

All these will work on developing
the non-oil exports and serving the
exporters rights.

d) Benefiting from international
companies that specialize in marketing
and transforming the technology to the
exporting block by encouraging the
foreign direct investment (FDI).

Second: Facing and removing all the
obstacles standing against the export-
ing sectors, whether through taxes or
financing by the following:

a) Facilitating the procedures of the
paid customs restoring the raw materi-
als.

b) Entering the temporary permitting
system for the products’ inputs and dis-
charging the exporting produces
machines from the taxes, as stated in
investment law no. 22 for 2002.

Third: Creating remittance and
financing mechanisms that are consid-
ered to be one of the motivations in
directed investment in exporting
through the following:

a) Activating the renting financial
law that recently was approved by the
parliament.

b) Creating special bank for exports
finance

Fourth: Solving the difficulties that

are relevant to air shipment, marine,
and ground cargo by:

a) Establishing cargo companies that
will transport and export from the pro-
duction area to the targeted countries.

b) Decreasing the cost of air, marine,
and ground shipment and the ports tar-
iff that will contribute in reducing the
production cost.

c) Establishing an air shipment com-
pany or providing sufficient spaces in
the Yemenia Air Lines.

d) Supporting agricultural and fish-
ery shipments through an agricultural
and fishery supporting fund that will
contribute in reducing the production
costs.

Fifth: Activating promotional activi-
ties through the following:

a) Participating in international fairs
and developing export branches
through the matching grant system
(program funded by the World Bank)
that involves both the public and pri-
vate sector. In this system, the exporter
pays 50 percent and the matching grant
pays the rest. 

b) Promoting Yemeni exportable
products that will contribute in the
movement of the non-oil exports.

Finally, activating the developing
activities that concern foreign market
studies as well as raising the skills of
the exporters and companies that work
in this field through workshops and
training courses that concern quality.
Also, the plan includes strengthening
the information center that belongs to
the Yemen Export Supreme council to
provide useful data concerning expor-
tation to foreign markets and the
chances there.

Notice from the British Embassy, Sana'a

Due to fluctuating exchange rates all visa applicants should 
check the Embassy website, http://ukinyemen.fco.gov.uk/en/, 
before attending their appointment to ensure they bring the 
correct fee at the time of submitting their application. 
Applicants who do not bring the correct fee will be asked to 
make a new appointment. 

Yemeni non-oil exports caught 
between expectations and obstacles

Animal wealth is one of the main sources of income for many Yemeni rural families.

Yemeni non-oil exports including fruits and vegetables accounted for about 27 percent of export revenues in 2007

Noman Al-Mulsi, Secretary General
of the Yemeni Export Supreme
Council
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Information on the Safety Company for Car Technical Check-up
¥ An investment company in charge of conducting comprehensive check-up on cars to

know  their level of safety and show their defects.
¥ The owner: Arwa Investment Co. Limited owns 60 %, Retirement and Social Security

Fund of Ministry of Interior40 %.
¥ The company�s capital: YR 1 billion.
¥ Supervision: General Administration of Traffic.
¥ The company is currently in the beginning of the experimental operation and training of

the staff that will operate the centers.
¥ Work is currently beginning in five centers in (Sana�a, Aden, Taiz, Hadramout and

Hudieda).
¥ The company uses a modern Germen Technique through which cars are checked up

automatically.
¥ Up to 250 graduates from the Yemeni universities will work initially in the company. 
¥ Up to 15 foreign trainers participate in training. 

Safety Company for Cars Periodical
Technical Check-up inaugurated

Traffic Safety

Safety is a means and an end. It is a means for you to reach your destination and an end to
reach safely. Therefore, it is natural that a person cares about safety and exerts efforts to
achieve it as well as aims to be always safe.

Human safety consists in the protection of the body from harm at first and then   the protection
of properties through preserving and using them properly as well as preventing others from
causing them any harm. Car is one of the properties that people should take care of and provide
safety for as, nowadays, it is no longer a means of entertainment. Rather, it has become a
necessary means that people cannot dispense with. With the increase and overlap of interests-
and with all progress plans- the importance of cars increases as a means of transportation in
people�s life. Therefore, the main duty of people is to protect their cars and be careful not to
cause them- by themselves- any breakdown or damage. 

In addition, people should prevent others from causing  any breakdown to their cars through
following the system during driving. They should be careful not to commit mistakes and be
cautious  to avoid the mistakes of others.

Technical Check-up — Nucleolus of Safety
As you know, any breakdown or defect in the parts of the car constitutes a danger to the passen-
gers of the car and those in the other cars on the road as well as pedestrians. In addition,  natu-
ral corrosion  of the parts may increase the potential of accidents unless parts are repaired in the
right way.
People who are aware care about their cars and their operation. But check-up is of  vital impor-
tance  if drivers  don�t maintain and take care of their cars.
In order to ensure that all cars on the road are in a good  condition and that they were exposed to
necessary maintenance in a sound manner, many countries oblige drivers to conduct periodical
check-up on cars. 
Finally, it can be said that proper maintenance of cars that can be made obligatory through peri-
odical check-up eradicates the causes of dangerous accidents.
Therefore, the Safety Company for Cars Periodical Check-up was established. We hope that it will
be a nucleus  safe traffic in Yemen.

Importance of the check-up
¥ Technical check-up is considered

necessary to ensure safety of the car from
any defect.

¥ It is considered a civilized system that can
achieve safety and security for all users of
cars. 

¥ Proper maintenance of cars is considered
the nucleus of safety as it prevents all
causes  of many serious accidents.

¥ Lack of proper maintenance leads to traffic
accidents which result in human and
material damage.

¥ Technical check-up is considered a
positive program since it is one of the
procedures that are taken to prevent the
accidents and their sequences.

Aims of Check-up
1- To obtain the minimum condit ions of safe

performance of the car.
2- To put the minimum level of regulations and rules

of establishing and operating stations of car
check-up.

3- To provide periodical check-up to ensure that all
the registered cars which work in public roads
meet the safety specifications.

4- Conducting the check-up specifies the broken
parts which cause defects in the performance and
security of the car.

5- To make ensure that all defects discovered during
the check-up were repaired during a suitable
time.

6- To evaluate the program of periodical check-up of
cars.

7- To develop the program and include amendments
on it based on results of the evaluation.

Dear drivers: Checking-up the car .. ensures your safety

So
on
!
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HH aving been occupied,
Gaza is now invaded and
destroyed. Who pays the
costs of the killed peo-
ple, of the destroyed

houses, and of the chaos that resulted
from the Israeli aggression in Gaza?
People in Gaza, of course, pay the cost.
In fact, all Palestinians pay the cost. All
Arabs and Muslims also pay the cost.
But who is responsible for all that? The
question that everybody asks is: "Can
Israel do all this without a green light
from some Palestinians, some Arab
countries, America, and European
countries? This is easily reflected in the
reactions of Muslim nations in the cur-
rent crisis of Gaza. Their reactions, as
well as the ultimate aims of the Israeli
attacks, clearly reflect the fact that
Gaza is a victim of a conspiracy
between Israel and most (if not all) of
the Arab countries.

Gaza is a part of the country of
Palestine. The other part of Palestine
was not seized like Gaza and was not
attacked by Israeli forces. The leader or
what is called the "President" of this
part has done nothing to respond to
what is going on in the Gaza strip. He
has friendly and peaceful relations with
Israel and America. So he behaves as if
Gaza is no longer a part of Palestine,
not realizing that he has been trapped
by the Israeli policy which is "Separate

to rule." Now he says nothing more
than "yes" to the instructions of Israel.
And now he is a part in the conspiracies
woven to destroy Hamas and Gaza.

Attacking Gaza to kill unarmed peo-
ple, to kill women and children, makes
hearts burn inside. Hundreds of people
have been killed, and thousands
injured. What else to do? The whole
strip is upside-down due to the aggres-
sive Israeli attacks.  In spite of this,
some Arab and Muslim countries are
silent. They did not even condemn the
attacks. Worse still, they blame the
Hamas for terrifying the Israelis. The
problem is that such Arab and Muslim
leaders express their own opinions
while their nations are against such
opinions, rejecting the silence of their
leaders towards the Israeli attacks. The
situation is worse with those leaders
who did not allow their nations to
express their opinions. Such leaders
stopped their nations for demonstrating
their condemnation of these attacks.
Why are such leaders behaving like
this? Isn't it a conspiracy?

The United Nations did nothing to
stop the Israeli attacks in Gaza. It held
a meeting, but it ended with nothing.
America supported Israeli to continue
its war against the occupied and
unarmed people in Gaza, claiming that
the Israelis have the right to protect
themselves against the terrorists in

Gaza. Such a claim ended the meeting
of the United Nations with nothing.

Taking into account of the
Israeli aims of attacking, destroying,
and killing the people in Gaza shows
that Israel does not only want to protect
its nation from Hamas, but it aims to
destroy all resistance in Palestine as a
whole. It wants to get rid of those who
say "no" to Israel and replace them by
those who can say nothing more than
"yes," as occurred in the other part of
Palestine. In this case, there would be
no longer "nos” in Palestine, and as a
result, Israel can start a new step in its
plan to dominate without any obstacles.

Sorrowfully, Israel gets helps from
the Palestinians themselves, and then
from some Arab and Muslim countries.
Of course, such help is paid for by
Israel in advance. For instance, some
seek money, some seek power, and
some seek high positions. When Israel
provides all these rewards for these
people and these countries, then they
can never disobey Israel. This is what is
happening now in the case of Gaza,
which really is a victim of conspiracy.

Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy is a con-
tributing opinions writer form Taiz. He
holds a Masters Degree from the
English department at Taiz University
and is the former editor of Taiz
University's English-language maga-
zine.

The M i n d  's Eye

TT hh rr oo uu gg hh
By: Maged Thabet Al-kholidy

majed_thabet@hotmail.com

Gaza, a victim of conspiracy!

Mofeed Aljaad
mofeed336@yahoo.com

FF or the first time ever we
watched as a journalist threw
both of his shoes, one after
the other, at a president of a
great country. At a joint press

conference, Montazer Al-Zaidi, an Iraqi
journalist, threw his shoes at the
American President George W. Bush,
expressing his deepest anger toward the
savage crimes committed by Bush's mili-
tary in Iraq. The American administra-
tion, represented by George W, Bush,
claims that they “entered the virgin land
of Iraq in order to emancipate the Iraqi
people from Saddam's cruel and corrupt
regime,” asserting that the Iraqi people
received them with bunches of flowers as
an expression of their happiness and sat-
isfaction. But Montazer Al-Zaidi's heroic
act clarifies the naked reality which
stands against Bush's fabricated rumors.
Under the pretext of eliminating the
threat posed by the “availability of
nuclear weapons,” George W. bush
destroyed Iraq, one of the greatest coun-
tries in the Arab World. Bush sucked
Iraq's wealth dry, killed its heroes,
slaughtered its innocent civilians, raped

its virgin girls, and tortured its faithful
men. Consequently, Montazer Al-Zaidi
threw his shoes at Bush, telling him that:
"This is your farewell kiss, dog!"

Some may ask what purpose is served
by throwing your shoes after somebody
has killed your brothers and destroyed
your homeland. However, these people
evaluate the matter physically, ignoring
the valuable cultural aspects that distin-
guish the Arabic nations from others. The
Arab men prefer to be killed rather than
to have shoes thrown at them. This cul-
tural difference means that most foreign-
ers don't consider the matter to be a seri-
ous insult against the American
Republican Party in general, or against
Bush in particular.

Above all, Latin presidents in their
joint conference take the matter as a
humorous joke with which to entertain
each other. But these foreigners should
view the matter through the cultural lens
of the Arab World, in which throwing a
shoe at somebody is the worst possible
insult.

Undeniably, Montazer Al-Zaidi is a
brave man who represents not only the
oppressed Iraqi people but also the
Arabic and Islamic nation as a whole.
Montazer's courageous act is regarded as

revenge for the savage crimes that Bush
committed in the Arab world, which is
likely why the value of his shoe reached
USD $20 million.

What troubles me is the behavior and
actions of those who help the occupier to
eat the flesh of their brothers. After the
shoes were thrown at Bush, some Iraqi
journalists beat Montazer severely, to sat-
isfy those who killed their brothers and
raped their sisters. Amid this shameful
atmosphere I wonder if there is a sense of
Arabic dignity within the hearts of those
cowards who help the enemy to occupy
their own homeland.

Moreover, through the bravery of the
Iraqi journalist, Montazer Al-Zaidi, we
can see that history repeats itself; where
in the past we watched some poor Iraqi
people pelting Saddam's image with
shoes, we now watch the brave Iraqi
journalist, who has a patriotic soul and a
living conscience, throwing a pair of
shoes back at Bush. As a young Arab
man I feel a sense of honor and pride
regarding the courageous action of this
faithful Iraqi journalist. He may suffer
greatly and receive a tough penalty for
his deed, but history will recognize his
bravery with golden water, and his story
will remain as a blot in American history.

Shoes thrown at President Bush

By: Mohammed Y. Rezq
rezq.yemen@hotmail.com

Not once upon a time there is a sad
story

Two girls were born surrounded by an
army

This army was in Gaza but belongs to
the enemy

Their house was not a house; it looks
more like a cemetery

However, they were not crying, their
faces were smiley

The one who was crying was their poor
weak mommy

Said their grandma or maybe another
lady

Don’t cry daughter don’t cry
Because they want us to cry so, baby

don’t cry
How is the baby? Is it okay?

You have a twin baby

The nurse said they might be born
before the day

Therefore, you were to be sent away but
as usual there is no way

But mama where is their daddy?
Fady… Fady... Is very far away

No way. No way. When did he go? And
why

Today, way down there he went to pray
When he was thrown away
Some said, it was his body

They read your name in his silver mar-
riage ring

He told me not to cry
Yes, that was on Saturday

As if he felt that his time was about to
end, that’s why in his face was glory

December 30th was his birthday
He was to be 30 by Wednesday

Oh dear he was killed even before his
birthday

One night he told me about his old

dream that was his father’s originally
He wanted to have a girl for every city
Gaza, Al-Dafa, Al-Quds, Haifa, Yafa,

Akaa,  Areha, Tolkarm, Naples, Ganaa,
and Tabreaa

You know my son told me the same
dream one day

He left to collect some money
He promised to let me chose his wife

freely
He also asked me not to cry

Since then no one saw a single tear in
my eye, you too do not have to cry
We have Gaza and Al-Dafa today

Later on we will have the whole family
Please be stronger, Gaza started to cry
Let us start now as we have a long way
They could damage everything except
our dream which they cannot destroy

If I am not here tomorrow or any other
day

Please tell your girls not to cry

Gaza - do not cry

By: Abdullah Saleh Ali Ali
almiroraida@hotmail.com

when I look into her eyes
I can't feel myself on earth or on the sky
and I can't breathe every time beside
them I pass  by
when I look into her eyes
I forget the time the world and all my
fights
and all my feelings toward them arise
I can't stop thinking about her eyes

I always  tell the guys
what beautiful secret I can't keep
I became prisoner of those eyes in deep
when I look into her eyes
I see a sparkle as starlight
makes my black nightmare turns white
and makes my darkest day become
bright
if only I can see her eyes all day all
night
I'll dispense with world and for her
eyes I'll fight

I never see such an infinite beauty as
her eyes' light
those eyes never let me down I always
feel them by my side
for those eyes my heart has disobeyed
me
and got out of the circle of my pride
it knelt  and became their shadow and
became their knight
all I wanna say  I love you
so do you believe in love from first
sight

When I look into her eyes

UNICEF YEMEN

P. O.  BOX 725
SANA’A, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

TEL: (967.1) 211 400
FAX: (967.1) 206 092

Consultancy for Emergency response for six months 02/09
The United Nations Children�s Fund (UNICEF) invites applications
From qualified applicants to monitor implementation of UNICEF supported activities within the overall Emergency
response as follows:

Under the overall guidance and supervision of the field
Operations Specialist (NO-C), the incumbent shall perform the following main responsibilities:

Specific Tasks
* In consultation and collaboration with partners, the consultant will continuously assess the situation of women and

children in Sa�ada governorate and report to UNICEF-Sana�a on a weekly basis.

¥ Monitor  and strengthen linkages in the implementation of the humanitarian assistance through the UNICEF-support-
ed NGOs at the local level, in close collaboration with the implementing partners, including the governorate offices
and UN agencies; and report weekly on the progress of the following components;

¥ Nutrition and health component,
¥ Child protection and HIV prevention component,
¥ Education component and,
¥ WES and hygiene component,

* Undertake regular visits to UNICEF supported project sites, assess local conditions and resources, and monitor
UNICEF inputs.  Communicate with implementing partners, local counterparts authorities and beneficiaries them-
selves on project feasibilities and effectiveness including monitoring the flow of supply and non supply assistance,

* Analyze implementation reports by UNICEF�s partners and evaluate against signed project cooperation agreements
providing regular feedback to the emergency focal point and the deputy representative after discussion with pro-
gramme sections.

* In consultation with partner organisations & UN agencies working in Sa�ada, report on the general situation of human-
itarian assistance delivered by counterparts, partners and UN agencies in the governorate.  Participate regularly in
co-ordination mechanisms established by the Government and donors to avoid unnecessary overlap and to achieve
optimal results.

Methodology
The consultant will;
¥ Work under the direct supervision of the emergency focal point, under the overall guidance of the Deputy

Representative and in close consultation with programme sections for technical advice,
¥ Will be based in Sa�ada city and will work full time, within the duration of the contract,
¥ Will liaise and coordinate with partner organisations and government counterparts to facilitate the delivery of UNICEF

assistance,
¥ Will prepare a weekly monitoring report on the activities undertaken including the situation of women and children in

Sa�ada,
¥ Will prepare final report with recommendations at the end of the assignment

Expected Deliverables
Weekly report in English on the status of implementation of humanitarian assistance supported by UNICEF,
Detailed end of mission report at the end of the consultancy period.

Expected background and Experience
¥ MA degree in social sciences or related fields,
¥ Minimum three years experience in development. Previous emergency work or community-based experience is

preferable,
¥ Computer skills like using word processing and spreadsheets,
¥ Fluency in both English and Arabic languages written and spoken.
¥ Residence of Sada�a city is preferable

Interested and qualified candidates should send their CV and application to  yemenhr@unicef.org
Applications received after 22 January 2009 will not be considered.  Only short listed consultant will be contacted.
UNICEF encourages qualified women to apply.  UNICEF is non smoking environment.

INVITATION FOR APPLICATION OF VACANCY
(ONLY LIMITED POSTS ARE AVAILABLE)

DP World, one of the world�s leading terminal operators with the most comprehensive geographic coverage
in our industry, is an organisation that works together in creating an environment that relies upon team work,
commitment and leadership.

We invest heavily in training and development, so that our people can add value and contribute to the growth
of our business and focus strongly on satisfying our customers. Although we are able to offer challenging
careers in all our 44 terminals, we recognise that our responsibility as an employer doesn�t stop at the
Terminal gate.  A successful Terminal enables the economy of an entire Region to grow.

DP World Aden, a Company that manages and operates Aden Container Terminal invites qualified Citizens
to apply for the following limited posts:

1. JUNIOR ACCOUNTANT
Responsible for: Monitoring/reviewing/accuracy on day to day Finance functions, training of staff,
liaising with Auditors and handling monthly closings, billing issues and debtors� collections.

• Must possess a college degree in accountancy/finance from the recognized university
• Knowledge and proficiency of Finance/Accounting principles
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
• Computer skills - MS Excel/Word and other finance related skills
• Minimum experience of 3 to 5 years in related field of profession
• Must be organized, possess the ability to multi-task, have good leadership skills and focused to team-

work orientation.

2. CLERICAL OFFICER
Responsible for: Day to day Finance activities.

• Must possess a college degree/Diploma in accountancy from the recognized university
• Computer skills - MS Excel/Word and other finance related skills
• Minimum of 1 to 2 years experience in related field is preferable.
• Must possess good communication skill

Interested candidates who meet the requirements for either of the above positions, should send their CVs
and a covering letter specifying the post applied to the following address, and post it in a box located at the
Free Zone Check point:

The Human Resource Department
Aden Container Terminal

P.O. Box 6116-Khormaksar
Aden-Republic of Yemen

Or by fax: No. (02-383388)

The deadline for receiving applications is  14th January 2009.
Note: Only shortlisted candidates will be notified and the selected candidates will have to undergo training.



وظائف شاغرة  

• مطلوب سكرتارية تكون لديه خبرة في 
استخدام الكمبيوتر وأرشفة الملفات

للتواصل: 51٤٤٤1

باحثون عن وظيفة 

• ليسانس في الأدب الإنجليزي من جامعة 
تعز - دبلوم سكرتارية - دورة فوتوشوب + 

تنمية بشرية

للتواصل: 7707٢٦0٦1

•خالد محمد - مندوب مبيعات رخام 
وسيراميك - خبرة ٤ سنوات - حاصل على 

رخصة قيادة - يبحث عن عمل في هذا 

المجال أو في أي مجال آخر

للتواصل: 7٣٤٣٨٣0٦٢

• محمد الصايدي - خبرة في مجال 
الحراسات الأمنية - يبحث عن عمل في هذا 

المجال أو في أي مجال آخر

للتواصل: 7٣5٤٢٦919

•تامر الخليدي - بكالوريوس محاسبة - 
جامعة تعز - حاصل على دورات في اللغة 

الإنجليزية - دبلوم سكرتارية - شهادة في 

النظام المحاسبي المتكامل يمن سوفت

للتواصل: 700٣٦٢9٣٢

•بكالوريوس كيمياء - كلية العلوم - جامعة 
صنعاء - دورات في فحص السموم 

والمخدرات والمواد 

الكيميائية - فحص المواد 

GC/ بإستخدام جهاز

MS - يجيد استخدام 
الكمبيوتر والإنترنيت - 

يبحث عن عمل في مجال 

تخصصه أو في أي مجال 

اخر

للتواصل: 777٢0509٢

• سمير - مدرس لغة 
إنجليزية ومدرب كمبيوتر 

ICDL - يرغب في العمل 
كمدرس خصوصي في 

المنازل في الفترة المسائية 

لتعليم اللغة الإنجليزية وتدريب الكمبيوتر

للتواصل: 7٣٣75٦7٣٣

• بكالوريوس لغة إنجليزية - كلية التربية 
-يبحث عن وظيفة في شركة أو في أي مجال 

حسب مؤهله ومستعد للإختبار وممارسة 

العمل في أي وقت

للتواصل: 771٣7٨٣09

•عبدالكريم أحمد - بكالوريوس علوم 
سياسية واقتصادية )روسيا( - يجيد 

اللغتين الإنجليزية والروسية

للتواصل: 7٣٤٤٨7٤٨0 

•محمد صالح - بكالوريوس لغة إنجليزية 
- خبرة  في الترجمة والسكرتارية وتنسيق 

برامج ومشاريع - حاصل على دورات في 

الإدارة والتدريب ولغة البرمجة العصبية 

وإدارة الإجتماعات والإتصال والتواصل 

والرقابة والمتابعة والتقييم وأنماط الشخصية 

وكتابة التقارير وغيرها من الدورات

للتواصل: 777٢7٤7٨٦

• مربية أطفال - أثيوبية - تنظف وتطبخ - 
تحمل رخصة عمل وإقامة رسمية وضمانة 

إعتبارية.

للتواصل: 7٣٣٤1٦٤00

• بدر الدين حسن-بكالوريوس قانون - 
جامعة النيلين السودان - دبلوم العلوم 

الشرطية - كلية الشرطة والمعاهد 

السودان-دبلوم إدارة - خبرة خمسة عشر 

سنة في مجال الخدمات الأمنية في السودان 

وأمريكا - يجيد اللغة الإنجليزية- شهادة في 

مجال البيع والمشتروات وخدمات الزبائن 

في الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية

للتواصل: 71٣٤9995٣

• بسام محمد الخضمي - ثانوية عامة - 
حاصل على برنامجEADA - أساسيات 

التسويق- علاقات عامة  - مراسلات وتقارير 

- مهارات وظيفية - إعداد مشاريع - 

أساسيات إنترنيت - شهادة مساعد إداري

للتواصل: 71٢٢5٦٨٨0 

• ثانوية عامة - حاصلة على برنامج 
EADA - دبلوم سكرتارية - أساسيات 

التسويق- علاقات عامة  - مراسلات وتقارير 

- مهارات وظيفية - إعداد مشاريع - 

أساسيات إنترنيت - شهادة مساعد إداري

للتواصل: 711٤٦5٦5٢ 

• داود حيدر الخضمي - بك/تربية /
إجتماعيات - حاصل على برنامج 

EADA- أساسيات التسويق- علاقات 
عامة  - مراسلات وتقارير - مهارات وظيفية 

- إعداد مشاريع - أساسيات إنترنيت - 

شهادة مساعد إداري

للتواصل: 711٤٦5٦5٢

• بكالوريوس محاسبة - بكالوريوس 
إنجليزي - دبلوم كمبيوتر - خبرة واسعة في 

الحسابات التجارية في اليمن

للتواصل: 71٢50051٢

• مدرس لغة إنجليزية يعمل في مدرسة أهلية 
- يرغب في العمل كمدرس خصوصي من 

الساعة الواحدة ظهراً وحتى الثالثة عصراً أو 

بعد المغرب

للتواصل: 7٣٤٨٢5٦1٣

•بكالوريوس آداب - لغة إنجليزية - شهادة 
 NCC في المراسلات التجارية - معهد

- خبرة في مجال المراسلات التجارية 

والترجمة - يجيد استخدام الكمبيوتر

للتواصل: 7775٦9977 

• مدرسين للمواد التالية )كيمياء - فيزياء 
- رياضيات( يقومون بتدريس هذ المواد 

باللغة الإنجليزية - يريدون إعطاء دروس 

خصوصية في هذه المواد وبأسعار مناسبة 

للتواصل: 71٣٨1٢0٦٦ - 711٢71٨1٢

• مترجم من اللغة الروسية إلى العربية ومن 
اللغة الأوزبكية إلى العربية - يبحث عن 

وظيفة

للتواصل: 711٢90977

•مطهر أحمد - مهندس ميكانيكي )تحكم 
ميكانيكي( - خبرة عالية - يجيد اللغة 

الإنجليزية - يجيد التعامل مع الكمبيوتر - 

يرغب في العمل في إحدي المصانع أو في 

أي مكان اخر في مجال تخصصه

للتواصل: 771٦071٤0

• نور - حاصل على رخصة قيادة -يجيد 
اللغة الإنجليزية - يجيد استخدام الكمبيوتر 

وصيانة الشبكات - يبحث عن عمل في 

صنعاء

للتواصل: 7٣٣9٢٦٣5٤

•خبرة سبعة عشر سنة في التجارة الدولية 
- سوداني الجنسية

للتواصل: 7٣٣٦٣٨٤٢5

عقارات 

• للأيجار: شقة مفروشة مكونة من غرفتين 
نوم - حمامين ومطبخ - غرفة جلوس عربي 

- صالة استقبال

للتواصل: 7٣5٤٤٤155 - 7٣٣٢٣17٢٣

• للإيجار: مكتب غرفتين مفروشة مع 
ملحقاتهما + خطين هاتف+ انترنيت

للتواصل: 777٢٨٣7٢٨

• للبيع: فيلا دور مع مسبح مسلح حجر 
- المساحة 1٢ حر - مكونة من 5 غرف 

مع ديوان وصالة - ٣ حمامات ومطبخ - 

الحوش يتسع لعدة سيارات - الموقع: بيت 

بوس

للتواصل: 777٤0٨711

كمبيوتر،اثاث، أدوات كهربائية، 

تلفونات، و أشياء اخرى

• للبيع: جهاز كمبيوترمحمول - شركة 
دل موديل ٦00 - هارد 10 جيجا - رام 

51٢ - سواقة ديفيدي - ناسخ أقراص 

- كرت الشاشة ٣٢ - في حالة جيدة جداً- 

مستخدم نظيف - سعر نهائي ٢50$

للتواصل: 7٣٣75٦7٣٣

•مطلوب شراء ساعة رولكس أو ساعة 
أوميجا بسعر 500 دولار

للتواصل: 71٢٢0٨0٢٢

• للإيجار )لأي شركة أجنبية أو محلية(
: باص خصوصي - 1٦ راكب

للإستفسار: 7٣٣5٣0000

•  للبيع: موتور سيكل - موديل ٢007 - 
محرك رياضي

للتواصل: 71٣٤0٢0٨٤ - 71٣1٦0٤٨1

•للبيع: كمبيوترلاب توب - 
 )51٢mb(الرام - )1.7Ghz(المعالج

- الهارد)٦0GB( - الشاشة )5.1٤( - 

DVD RW- توشيبا ستالايت - وايرلس

للتواصل: 7111٦7510

مفقودات

• فُقدت محفظة سوداء خاصة بالطالب/ 
أحمد ناصر صالح  الشفلوت - تحتوي على 

بطاقة شخصية ورخصة قيادة وبطاقة معهد 

مالي وبطاقة صادرة من شركة أوكسي. 

يرجى على من وجدهن الإتصال بالرقم 

إعلانات مبوبة 118 January 2009

طوارىء الكهرباء 177، طوارىء الشرطه 199، 

الإطفاء 191، طوارىء المياه 171، 
الإستعلامات 118، حوادث )المرور( 194، 

الشئون الخارجيه 202544/7، الشئون الداخليه 252701/7، الهجرة 
250761/3، وزارة المواصلات )تلفون( 7522202، 

 الإذاعة 282061، التلفزيون 332001/2،
مؤسسة الباصات للتنقل داخل المدن 262111/3، 

وزارة المواصلات 325110/1/2/3، السياحه 254032، 
  الصليب الاحمر 203131/3، تليمن 7522227

           

البنوك $             
بنك اليمن والخليج        فاكس:٢٦0٨٢٤  ت: ٢٦0٨٢٣-9٦7-1

فرع عدن :ت/ ٢٣7٨٢9- ٢. فاكس/٢٣7٨٢٤

بنك التضامن الإسلامي  ت: 01/666666 

البنك التجاري       ت: 277224    فاكس : 277291

مصرف اليمن البحرين الشامل      ت: 264775,264702

                                    فاكس: 264703,503350

بنك اليمن الدولي            ت: 407030 -01       

البنك العربي                ت:  276585/2 -01

بنك التسليف الزراعي       ت : 01-563813

البنك المركزي:             ت: 274314 -01 

تأجير سيارات v

زاويه ) Budget( ت: 3096180506372   فاكس: 240958

يورب كار    ت: 270751               فاكس: 270804

هيرتز لتآجير السيارات   صنعاء    ت: 01-440309

                                    فرع شيراتون  ت: 545985              

                                   عدن  ت :02-245625 

                     

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر

آبتك لتعليم الكمبيوتر)تركيز على الانترنت، مناهج، تجارة إلكترونية( 
  

شهادة ايزو 1.                     

                                 صنعاء  ت: 01-468305

                                   فاكس : 407419 - 01 

                    عدن ت: 20-237199    

                   تعز ت: 04-250343 

                                   المكلاء ت: 05-307492

             

Infinit Education        T :444553         

ت: 445518/7-442073 NIIT   لتعليم الكمبيوتر 

              

            
البريد السريع

                          صنعاء     ت: 440170/67    

            الحديده      ت: 34982

             إب         ت: 411988

                      المكلا      ت: 302641 

                              شبوه      ت: 202326

                      سيئون    ت: 402469

 DHL :441099/8/7/6  
   أرامكس   صنعاء    ت: 441024/5

         عدن   ت:243124    تعز    ت: 213489  

        المكلا  ت: 309190   الحديدة ت: 219643

 T      شحن وتوصيل
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 
               Tel : 01-531221/531231

النسيم للشحن والتوصيل        ت: 407905

ت:1-444550،441935 ورلد لينك   

مستشفيات +

مستشفى الثورة         ت: 01/246967-66

المستشفى الجمهوري    ت: 01-274286/87

ت: 412981 -01 مستشفى حدة الأهلي 

ت: 600000/602008 -01   المستشفى الالماني الحديث  

فاكس: 418116                 

E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com   

فنادق
فندق فرساي        ت: 2 /425970/1 -01

فنق شيراتون        ت: 237500 -01

فندق موفمبيك       ت: 546666 -01     فاكس: 546000

فندق سبأ            ت:272372 -01

فندق ريلاكس ان    ت: 449871 -01

فندق وأجنحة الخليج السياحي 

                         ت:  602135/8 - 602355 -1

ترجمة مكاتب 
الشهاب لخدمات الترجمة:)عربي- إنجليزي()إنجليزي - عربي(

تلفون: 777762202 أو 733008686 - فاكس:01/420657 

sts.yemen@gmail.com :إيميل

هد معا
معهد يالي   ت: 448039-3/4/ 445482  فاكس:448037          

معهد اللغة الألمانيه     ت: 200945

المعهد البريطاني للغات والكمبيوتر   ت: 266222               

                                      فاكس: 514755    

معهد كاروكوس   ت:    532434/5   فاكس :  532436    

معهدأيكتك      ت: 240833 - 510613   فاكس: 265537

شركات للتأمين

الوطنية للتأمين  ت :272713/272873   فاكس:272924

مأرب للتأمين              صنعاء ت: 206129/8/13

الشركة اليمنية الإسلامية للتأمين وإعادة التأمين  

          صنعاء ت: 284193،

                                   عدن ت: 244280

   تعز ت: 258881

شركة اليمن للتأمين     صنعاء ت: 272806/272962/43

           عدن ت: 247617

                          تعز ت: 250345

مدارس

مدرسة رينبو                 ت: 414-026/424-433

مدارس صنعاء الدولية      ت: 370191/2    فاكس:370193

مدرسة التركيه الدوليه       ت: 448258/9

مدرسة الماجد اليمنيه       ت: 206159

سفريات j
النسيم للسفريات                   ت:    270750

العالميه للسفريات والسياحه        ت:   4411589/60  

 للإشتراك في هذه المساحة الإتصال على

 تحويلة 211  268661 

ك
هم

ت م قا ر ا

كوبون للاعلانات الشخصية المجانية  )كل الاعلانات الشخصية بدون أي مقابل(

❏   بيع       ❏  شراء       ❏  إيجار    ❏  إستئجار   ❏ طلب وظيفة   ❏  وظائف شاغرة       ❏ غير ذلك
تفاصيل الاعلان: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 قص هذا الكوبون وارسله إلى صحيفة يمن تايمز  على فاكس 268276  او على صندوق بريد  2579 - صنعاء 
للإعلان في هذه الصفحة يرجى الإتصال على الرقم التالي 268661 /01 وإرسال الإعلانات المجانية على فاكس01/268276     



By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

AAgriculture provides
around 20 percent of
the total GDP according
to 2007 statistics, with
an average annual

growth of five percent. Around half of
the country’s employment is hosted in
the agriculture sector, and majority of

this workforce is comprised of
women.

Because of the constant immigra-
tion to the cities, Yemenis take less
interest in their land or in farming
generally. Yet some take this interest
with them to the cities and try to grow
plants wherever they can. 

“My mom was the one who insist-
ed on growing some plants in our

backyard. She says she misses her
farm in our village. She is the only one
taking interest in the gardening,” said
Buthina Abdu from Sana’a.

In Sana’a, the architectural design
does not allow much for gardening,
especially with the increasing demand
on real estate. Many farms are being
transformed into residential building
and offices, leaving less space for
greenery.

Some people who are interested in
gardening overcome this problem by
using small containers to plant decora-
tive plants on the staircases or window
ledges. Some are even more creative
and make their own gardens on the
roof tops.

Ola Hussien explains that her broth-
er split a water tank into two, took it to
the roof, and filled it with soil. Now
they grow tomatoes, potatoes, and
mint, among other plants used for dec-
oration or for a good scent such as jas-
mine.

“My brother grows onion in his gar-
den and he brings me some every time
he visits. I wish I could have my own
land instead of living in an apartment –
I would have grown lots of fruit and
vegetables, and even own livestock,”
said Mahmoud Mohammed.

There are various problems that
stand against gardening in Sana’a. The
issue of space is one of the main com-
plaints interested Yemenis have. Then
comes the problem of skill in using
appropriate fertilizers, growing the
right plants in the right season, or birds
eating the fruit.

More so, most of the people who do
have some sort of garden often use it
for decoration and just for the interest
in greenery instead of consumption.

“We have many trees in our garden:
lemon, coffee, passion fruit, and an
apple tree. We also grow small plants
such as mint, lavender, and roses,”
said Izdihar Abdulkarim.

However, she admitted her family
would rather buy apples from the mar-
ket rather than eat from the garden
because their apple tree’s apples are
not as sweet.

“We never buy lemon or mint leaves
as they grow nicely in our garden. The
rest we buy from outside,” she said.

On the national level, major agricul-
tural products include fruits, vegeta-
bles, and cereals, but production is
rarely sufficient to meet domestic
demand. As a result, Yemen continues
to import most of its food. 

Even during cold weather when the
food products are quite expensive, the
thought of going local and growing
some of fruits and vegetables at home
is not really taken seriously by many
Yemenis who have gardens. 

Although the in-house produce is
guaranteed to be organic and healthier
nutrition wise, it is generally smaller
than and not as tasty as those bought
from large scale farms or imported
from abroad. The exception is cultivat-
ing qat because it is easier to grow, and
people who grow qat in their own gar-
dens take great care and pride in it.

Awareness of the dangers of chemi-
cals used in agriculture and the impor-
tance of organic food is not common in
Yemen. This is perhaps why home gar-
dening in Yemen is not advocated,

while almost every environmental
group in developing countries is warn-
ing that store-bought produce is loaded
with petro-chemical pesticides that
build up in the human body. Medical
reports blame these chemicals for
many illnesses, from autism in chil-
dren to cancer at all ages.

When asked whether Yemenis eat-
ing from their own gardens would
pose as a threat, fruit and vegetable

venders dismissed the notion com-
pletely. 

“This is the farmers’ job; they do it
for a living. Others do it as a hobby, so
they will always buy their fruits and
vegetables from the market,” said a
fruit vendor on Hadda street.

Most of the vegetables grown for
consumption are those used in small
quantities or occasionally. Green mint
was the most common plant grown.
Scented plants such as lavender, basil,

and jasmine follow, along with some
types of flowers. 

Dedicated gardeners grow tomatoes,
parsley, onion, eggplant, radish, let-
tuce, and corn. Those with larger space
plant fruit trees such as pomegranate,
apple, lemon, orange, fig, and guava.
They usually eat from the trees while
the fruits or vegetables are in season,
but most of the time it is the birds or
the bugs that get the lion’s share of the
garden produce.
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Preparing the soil
Prepare your garden the old fashioned
way. Rent a roto-tiller and turn over the
earth in a given plot exposing the earth to
the sun and the rain. 

In early spring, hard rake the earth and
break up the clumps. Dig a 5-inch deep
trench around the plot and fill with sharp
stones. This stops voles from burrowing
into the garden. Sprinkle the earth with
Milky Spore powder to do away with
white grubs that eat away at the roots of
garden plants. Milky Spore was devel-
oped by the USDA, is nontoxic and
approved for organic farming by the man-
ufacturer.

Planting
Begin by planting early �cool season�
crops like spring onions, lettuce, radish-
es, green peas, Chinese cabbage, broc-
coli and turnips. A trip to your local gar-
den center will provide you with lots of
growing ideas. Don�t pick seeds that have
been genetically altered like GM corn,
soy or wheat. These seeds contain the
DNA of pesticides. Buy old fashioned
�heirloom� seeds that grandfather plant-
ed. Use organic fertilizer, not the chemi-
cal kind.

Plant watermelon, tomatoes and other
great garden crops. Plant blackberries
and raspberries as these keep coming
back year after year and require little
attention. Just a few blackberries contain
more vitamin C than an orange.

Watering
Vegetables need a steady supply of
water, especially when they are flowering
or fruiting. There are no exact formulas
for watering, because there can be many
variations in soil, temperature, and drying
breezes. The basic rule of thumb is to
water thoroughly, to moisten the soil to a
depth of 8 to 12 inches. Then let the soil
dry out a bit, and when it needs it, water
again. You can tell when to water by feel-
ing the soil a couple of inches below the
surface. If it feels cool to the touch but
doesn�t wet or muddy your finger, it�s just
the right time to water. If it�s dry and
dusty, you�ve waited too long. If it wets
your finger, it�s too soon to water. Clay
soils have a high water-holding capacity;
the air spaces are very small, allowing
water to move through them slowly. Such
soils need to be watered less frequently
than sandy soils, but slowly and for a long
time. Sandy soils hold only a little water.
They should be watered more frequently
but for only a short time.

Vegetable Critical Watering Period
¥ Asparagus As ferns begin to grow their

foliage
¥ Broccoli During the time the heads

begin to develop
¥ Cabbage During the time the heads

begin to develop
¥ Carrot As roots begin to enlarge
¥ Cauliflower During flowering and head

development
¥ Corn As ear silk develops and tassels

become apparent
¥ Cucumber During flowering as well as

through fruit development
¥ Eggplant During flowering as well as

through fruit development
¥ Lettuce Head - As heads begin to

develop Leaf - consistently throughout
development

¥ Lima Beans Beginning at pollination
and continuing through pod develop-
ment

¥ Melon During flowering and evenly
throughout fruit development
Onion When bulbs begin to enlarge

You can tell when to water by feeling the
soil a couple of inches below the surface.
If it feels cool to the touch but doesn�t get
your finger muddy, it�s just the right time to
water. Never let the soil get dry and dusty.

For the most part, putting vegetables
under water stress will greatly affect your
harvest. Snap beans will drop their blos-
soms. Lettuce - whose shallow root sys-
tem requires a steady supply of moisture
- will turn bitter. Cucumbers will stop grow-
ing altogether (although they will resume
if watered again). Beets will become
tough and stringy. Radishes will turn hot.
Turnips will develop too strong a flavor.
Muskmelons will lose their sweetness.

You can control blossom drop of toma-
toes (caused by high night temperatures
or insufficient watering) by applying a
thick mulch to retain soil moisture.

Fighting the bugs and weeds
As the season warms up and the bugs
arrive, control them with �organic insecti-
cides.� A simple dusting of plants with
diatomaceous earth stops almost all
bugs. Organic liquid sprays knock down
flying bugs without contaminating the
crops. 

Put in companion plants such as mint
and other herbs that repel insects and
bugs. 

When weeds arrive, pull them out by
hand, or, selectively spray them with an
organic weed killer.

Adopted from ARAcontent 

Eating from your own garden

How to grow your own garden

Most people with large yards prefer to grow fruit trees in their gardens
rather than vegetables and herbs because of the nice view and shade the trees
provide as well as the fact that they are easy to maintain.

Despite the increase in fruits and vegetable prices, many people would rather
buy from the market than grow the vegetables at home. YT Photo by Ali
Saeed
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