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Happy New Year
6 - Panorama of Economic 

Events in 2001

8&9 - YT Calender 2001

10 - Muslims in Britain

14 - Associations Law, 
Backsliding

Yemen Times
Person of the Year for 2000

Ezz Adeen Saeed A. Al-Asbahi

Mr. Ezz 
Adeen Saeed 
A. Al-Asbahi 
is the Founder 
and Director of 
the Taiz-based 
Human Rights 
Information and 
Training Center (Hritc). 
Happily married with two 
daughters and a son, Al- 
Asbahi, 35, holds a BA in 
political and Economic 
Sciences from Sana’a University in 
1989. Before he took up his current post, Al- 
Asbahi had served in Al-Gumhuryah official 
Daily in different press positions for almost 
ten years. He was a famous and outstanding 
journalist and writer. He is also a short story 
teller. He has published some collections of 
stories and has some works under print.
After Unification in 1990, he was exposed to 
various human rights activities. During the 
early 1990s, he was appointed as the coordi­
nator of Amnesty Groups in Taiz. Then, he 
was a coordinator of the Signing Campaign 
on The Fortieth Anniversary of the Human 
Rights Universal Declaration. After that, he 
was given chance to attend some human 
rights training courses in some Arab and for­

eign 
countries. These accumulated experiences in 
human rights activities have widened his 
scope of interest in human rights question in 
Yemen. It freaked him out that some of the 
'already-established local human rights 
NGOs limit themselves to the political 
dimension of reporting and monitoring 
human rights and that people in Yemen are 
not aware of their rights and have not mech­
anism to defend them. Then, the idea of 
establishing an NGO to raise awareness of 
human rights flashed in his mind. Besides, he 
himself was personally harassed and impris­
oned which has created in him the zest to add 
his voice to those advocates of human rights. 
“If people know their rights, they will cer­

tainly be in 
a better 

place to 
defend them”, 

Mr. Al-Asbahi 
says. In 1994, he 

started working on 
the overall structure 

and framework for Hritc 
which was officially 

founded in 1995. The cen­
ter aims at spreading human 

rights within different cate­
gories of the Yemeni society, 

strengthening and developing civil society, 
promoting awareness of democracy, and 
establishing a library for information and 
publications on human rights.
For the Last five years Hritc with its 7-mem- 
ber staff has been a global voice advocating 
human rights as a major concern of all human 
beings. It has been operating both at the 
national as well as Arab level. It has been 
also organizing several workshops, produc­
ing publications and training journalists and 
other interested people on how to deal with 
human rights issues. For this, the center has 
been able to command the respect and trust 
of all local and international organizations.

More on page 3

Yemen Times Online

Yemen’s Most Popular Website in 2000
According to individual studies 
and research by the Yemeni intel­
lectuals, Yemen Times Online at

(www.yementimes.com) proved to have by­
stepped all sites related to Yemen. Within the 
last two years, Yemen Times Online became 

Yemen’s most prominent and 
most popular site on the World 
Wide Web.
As the first Yemeni Site that 
provided news on Yemen to the 
WWW community, YT Online 
has further grown to become the 
first reference and preference 
internet users browse to seek all 
types of information about 
Yemen which further increased 
its popularity.
According to the latest results 
on search engines worldwide, 
YT Online is the only Yemeni 
site that appeared on the first 
page of any query searching for 
“Yemen.” Apart from that, the 

number of readers of Yemen Times 
Online tripled in the last year. The latest 
web statistics show that the accesses to 
YT exceeded 1 million a month, some­
thing that no other Yemeni site is even 
close to achieving.
Moreover, it was awarded several times 

during the least two years from various 
online sites, and was offered several 
advertisement opportunities online, 
some of which are being studied.
Today, as the need to provide informa­
tion on the web has become more and 
more important, YT management is 
studying the possibility of enhancing the 
site to provide daily news about Yemen, 
all automated using sophisticated 
Information Technology tools to satisfy 
its growing number of readers on the 
Internet. Along with that would be the 
offer to place the advertisements of its 
advertisers free of charge on its website 
in certain conditions. Of course, many 
companies targeting local and interna­
tional communities would definitely 
benefit from this service.
In the meantime, YT Online continues to 
develop and improve as long as we try to 
introduce the best and latest technology 
to the site. Stay tuned for more!

http://www.yementimes.com
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Words of Wisdom
“The new year is a moment to think deeply 
about one s conditions and decide to do 
something to bring about a meaningful 
change.
Unfortunately, we do not have such a 
tradition in our Yemeni community. That 
doesn’t mean we do not plan. Some of us 
do. But, we do not have a conscious 
rethinking at a certain specific moment of 
time. In my opinion, we can pick up this 
habit, and start applying it. To me, it looks 

like a good idea which can be given universal application. I’m 
hoping we can apply it here in Yemen. What are the things we 
can address in a new year resolution?

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Yemen Times, 

Leading English Newspaper for 
the 10th Consecutive Year

I
t goes without saying that Yemen Times is the leading 
English language newspaper in Yemen with a reader 
percentage covering more than 90% of English-lan­
guage newspaper readers in Yemen. However, what is 
unique about the success of the newspaper in 2000 was its 

ability to spread to the international community as the sole 
leader online as well with a reader percentage of almost 
100%.
The newspaper’s growth and potential have exceeded 
expectations making all rival newspapers amazed and 
struggling to catch up.
The readership percentage of Yemen Times is the highest 
with no comparison to competitors due to many reasons: 
1- Yemen Times is totally unbiased, strong in its standing 
point, and has no loyalty to any political office, entity, or 
political party. This makes its credibility the highest among 
its rivals.
2- Yemen Times is the self-financed independent newspa­
per that has no obligations whatsoever to any commercial 
enterprise or powerful businessman, etc. It is purely fund­
ed by its revenues from sales, advertisement, and online 
services on the Internet.
3- The professionalism and news reporting quality has 
made Yemen Times the number one resource of informa­
tion about breaking news and developments in the local 
arena over the years. -
4- The institutionalized structure of the newspaper makes it 
the only well-equipped and organized newspaper in 
Yemen. Whoever is doubt can pay a visit to see how well 
organized it is.
5- Yemen Times is renowned world wide for its interna­
tional reputation in defending democratic values and 
human rights. Whoever knows its founder, Dr. Abdulaziz 
Al-Saqqaf would understand why it has become the exam­
ple of honest and unbiased journalism. This makes it the 
only English-language newspaper with the ability to deliv­
er the truth without accounting for its consequences of dis­
appointing this politician or provoking that party. This has 
been the theme and continues to be the factor of uniqueness 
and success of the newspaper since it was founded in 1991.
6- Yemen Times is the only English-language newspaper 
that received tens of awards from international and local 
organizations, of which the International Freedom of Press 
Award was the most valuable. The newspaper has repre­
sented Yemen well in many international conferences -and 
workshops and demonstrated its leading role in the Yemeni 
press.
7- Yemen Times is the leading provider of news on the 
Internet. Its international recognition made it the source of 
internationally prominent news organizations such as 
CNN, Reuters, AFP, AP, and others.
8- Not to forget that Yemen Times is the most active news­
paper in Yemen in the production of supplementary maga­
zines and booklets. Some of these publications are the 
tourism guide, commercial guide, insurance guide, 
Emerging Democracies Forum supplement, the 10th unifi­
cation anniversary supplement, and many other supple­
ments that were distributed with the newspaper and made a 
lot of difference.
9- The classified section of Yemen Times is one of a kind, 
and as one reader says it, “It is now not only read in the 
English reading community, but in all the Arabic reading 
community." The classified section (in Arabic and English) 
was truly a brilliant idea that paid off well.
The list of reasons describing why readers prefer Yemen 
Times over any other Yemeni English-language newspaper 
goes on and on. Whoever has any doubt about these facts 
could simply go to any newsstand and compare Yemen 
Times with its competitors, the answer would be clear and 
decisive: “Yemen Times is the leader!”
What is amazing about the last year’s growth of Yemen 
Times lies in the advertising sector. As a direct conse­
quence of the newspaper’s growing popularity, advertisers 
have started using the great potential of the newspaper 
effectively by preferring to advertise in Yemen Times over 
all other newspapers. The main goal of any advertisement 
or marketing strategy is to reach as many readers as possi­
ble to notify them of the offered products and services.
Yemen Times has proven once again its professional adver­
tising capabilities and high quality service to its customers 
and that it is the number one choice of advertisers no mat­
ter what the product or service being advertised was. When 
asking a prominent businessman why he prefers Yemen 
Times over others he said, “You know that Yemen Times 
reaches the people, and that is what is important for me. It 
is not the price of the advertisement or its fancy style that 
are important, it is the fact that you reach your target when 
advertising in Yemen Times. What is the use of advertising 
in other newspapers with lower prices if my ad does not 
reach the public?”
The testimony of many of the companies in Yemen indicate 
that most of the announcements are read from Yemen 
Times more than any other newspaper. Advertisers claim 
that their products are marketed best when advertisements 
were published in Yemen Times, There are hundreds of 
other reasons why we should celebrate the success of 
Yemen Times over the last year, but guess what. There is 
still much to come, so don’t be surprised to the increasing 
popularity of Yemen Times in the years ahead. Wishing you 
all, a happy New Year, full of joy and success!

Huge Fire, 10 Injures & Extensive Damage
Seven fire brigade and three men 
working in carpentry workshops 
were injured in a huge fire that 
broke out Saturday evening in ten 
carpentry workshops near al-Ulofi 
Police Station, in the center of 
Sana’a. The fire broke out when 
an electricity cable fastened to an 
electric post fell on a roof made of 
zinc resulting tn a short circuit. 
The first carpentry workshop 
caught fire and then the second 
and so on till the tenth one.
Fire-brigade was as usual “on the 
alert” for such incidents. 
Immediately after they fire broke 
out, fire-brigade came within 
“hours” only in disparate efforts 
to put the fire out. Sultan Said al- 
Massani and Mujib Ahmad 
Abdullah al-Sunwi, owners of the 
two biggest ruined carpentry

workshops told YT that 
“Firemen were late to 
help. Furthermore, fire 
was still on even after 
they left. We phoned 
them many times to 
come again to complete­
ly put the fire out, how­
ever. to no avail.” Khalid 
Kaid Saif al-Samee, 
Abdulrahman Hassan al- 
Samee and Ahmad 
Ismail al-Samee were 
also the owners of three 
ruined carpentry shops. 
The fire caused extensive 
damage to the whole ten 
carpentry workshops.
Similar incidents usually 
take place in different 
places in many gover­
norates. Photos by Nassri Al-Saqqaf

“Libraries and Information” Distinguished Publication
“Libraries and Information” is a 
new magazine recently published. 
January and July, 1st and 2nd, 
issues of 2000 contained scientific 
and informative articles. On its 
main cover, the following titles 
were noted: Why Libraries and 
Information?, Information 
Importance to the Planning and 
Decision Making, Yemeni Radio 
and TV Media and Information 
Resources, besides some analytic 
studies and surveys. The maga­
zine’s editor-in-chief is Farhan 
Kaid al-Bahm.

Symposium on Civil Society Organizations
The HRITC organized a two-day 
symposium on Civil Society in 
Yemen during 13-14 December 
2000 in Taiz during which a num­
ber of papers were presented.
The paper of Mr. Ali Saleh 
Abdullah, Deputy Minister of 
Insurance and Social Affairs high­
lighted the significance of democ­
racy as a basic element for the suc­
cess of civil society organizations. 
It added that democracy and plu­
ralism granted civil organizations 
more freedom and independence 
and that studies were being made 
to adopt a new law that would 
facilitate civil activities. However, 
the paper deplored misuse of 
democracy by some civil organiza­
tions that have fallen into the trap 
of political affiliation and bias. To 
develop and improve democratic 
practices of such organizations, a 
number of recommendations such 
as organizing electoral courses, 
training cadres, etc. were suggest­
ed.
General Director of Legal Affairs 
in the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, Mr. Mohammed 
Abdullah Bahjat viewed impor­
tance of civil organization from 
two angles: culture and creative­
ness. He pointed out to the 
Ministry’s preparations for a law 
draft to organize activities of cul­
tural societies and organizations. 
He said that representatives of 
such institutions may participate in 
the preparation in coordination 
with the Ministry.
On the subject of Societies Law, 
Dr. Haddash described the law as 
contradictory to Yemen’s interna­
tional agreements and treaties. He 
said that article (24) which bans 
any foreign support for societies 
unless permitted by the Ministry

was meant to collapse 
societies owing to lack 
of government’s sup­
port. Support of soci­
eties will be under the 
control of the Ministry 
which will affect their 
independence and 
decisions, he added. 
Control of societies by 
government was also highlighted 
by advocate Jamaladdin Al- 
Adeemi who said that banning for­
eign relations and support reflected 
absence of confidence in and 
respect for societies, calling upon 
civil organizations, parties and 
politicians to adopt a strong stance 
against the law. He also urged the 
parliament to be up to its responsi­
bilities for amending the law in a 
way that it agrees with people’s 
rights as guaranteed by the consti­
tution.
The role of civil society was given 
more emphasis during the last few 
decades in last century. Dr. Ali 
Mohammed Zaid, chairman of the 
Applied Research and Translation 
Center attributed this emphasis to 
three reasons: people’s participa­
tion as a must for real develop­
ment; partnership of the govern­
ment, private sector and civil soci­
ety with the government’s retreat 
from production and investment 
and the fact that civil societies 
organizations have become repre­
sentatives of citizens.
He said that illiteracy, isolation of 
many parts of the country, insuffi­
ciency of universities, low level of 
education, lack of scientific 
research, etc. did not help people 
understand the role and importance 
of civil society organizations. If 
such organizations are to prosper, 
he said, the middle class’ ambi­

tions and spirit must be revived.
The current stream of moderniza­
tion as a hindrance to development 
of civil society was highlighted by 
Dr. Ahmad Al-Qaseer. Civil socie­
ty organizations suffer from weak 
role of professional syndicates, 
lack of organizations concerned 
with women, interference of 
Sheikhs in many economic fields, 
he said. He added that Sheikhs 
manage their activities ignoring 
the new and modern laws. For 
development of civil society he 
called for more freedom and devel­
opment of human resources.
Chief Editor of Al-Jumhoryah 
newspaper, Mr. Mohammed Ali 
Saeed presented a paper about the 
picture of NGOs in media. He 
pointed out the importance of cov­
ering activities of NGOs. 
However, he excluded the official 
media which he excused for not 
providing full coverage for NGOs’ 
activities when they touch the gov­
ernment to avoid embarrassment. 
As he concluded his paper he 
called upon organizations to 
announce their activities, coordi­
nate with media and work round 
the year instead of occasional 
work.
What can civil society organiza­
tions do to create a law that serves 
civil activities? A question we put 
at the end of this report to await 
answers.

They Laugh at My Researches!
Researcher Musa Abdu Raboh Al- 
Farawi confirmed that Synthesized 
Feedback of Undergground Water 
is the best means and recent solu­
tion to water crisis. He also con­
firmed that he had been propagat­
ing for 13 new researches in this 
field since 96 until now. “But the 
Yemeni officials seemed to be not 
interested. They don’t appreciate 
intellectuals and talented people,” 
he said.
Interviewed by the Yemen Times, 
he said that he presented his 
researches to the authorities con­
cerned in Taiz, Sana’a and other 
governorates along with a scientific 
research into the secretion of pests

and two researches on fighting 
sandhills. He has got scientific 
reports by a large number of doc­
tors, technicians, the Sientific 
Research Establishment and letters 
from officials about feasibility of 
the project. He said that he spent 16 
years researching into those fields 
and would propagate his researches 
in countries in the region. He 
metioned that he demanded 
$300,000 from water authorities to 
complete and internationally docu­
ment his research but was met with 
ironical remarks. He added that he 
got orders from the Presidential 
Office to the Cabinet to carry out 
field studies. When he went to the

Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Irregation in 97 
he was told that 
the file was lost. 
He continued, “I 
submitted it again 
to the Presidential
Office and it was discussed twice 
and there they forwarded a letter to 
the Ministry of Electricity and 
Water which rejected it under the 
pretext that it was not of its respon­
sibility.” “I want to apply the 
biggest international field study in 
any valley in the Arab Peninsula 
and prove to the world that we have 
geniuos minds,” he concluded.

IN BRIEF
Poland’s First Financial 

Assistance to Yemen 
A cost sharing agreement between 
foreign Minister of Poland and the 
UNDP has been signed in Sana’a. 
Based on this Agreement the gov­
ernment of Poland will partly 
finance one of the water projects 
in Yemen. The agreement was 
signed by Poland’s ambassador 
H.E. Mr. Krzysztof Suprowicz 
and Mr. James W. Rawley, 
Resident Representative of the 
UNDP in Yemen.
This is the first agreement com­
prising Poland’s direct financial 
assistance to the friendly Republic 
of Yemen. Another agreement 
concerning delivery of the polish 
generators to Socotra is in the 
final stage of preparation. Ten 
generating sets will be installed 
and used by the Yemeni health­
care sector, hospitals and health­
care centers on this remote island.

Media and security in booklet, 
Soon

Preparations are in full swing to 
publish a 300-page booklet on the 
relationship of security with the 
media in Aden. In a statement to 
the YT, brigadier general 
Mohammed Saleh Tarik, Aden 
security director, said “This book­

let gives information about securi­
ty affairs during the past five 
years in Aden. It will also include 
the relationship of security with 
the media.” He added that securi­
ty in Aden is stable and fighting 
crimes in all its forms is pursued 
in accordance to swift and smooth 
measures. He indicated that in 
cooperation with all security bod­
ies in Aden, the new security plan 
has been discussed defining duties 
and roles played by each body. He 
also said that security would do 
every thing to facilitate and organ­
ize procedures during the upcom­
ing local elections and the referen­
dum on the constitutional amend­
ments.

Parliament Speaker Honors 
SPAHC

Speaker of Parliament Abdullah 
bin Hussain al-Ahmar honored 
last Friday December,29 2000 the 
Social Peace and Arbitration 
House Committee represented by 
its director Abdulrahman Yahya 
al-Marwani. He highly appreciat­
ed efforts launched by the com­
mittee to achieve peace among the 
people. At the end of the honoring 
ceremony Speaker of Parliament 
donated a sum of money to sup­
port activities of the committee.

Sony Distributes Prizes
Sony company, through its only 
agent in Yemen al-Haidari 
Trading, delivered prizes for 
winners of the draw prizes con­
ducted on the 28th of Ramadan. 
The night festival started at 2 
after midnight and was attended 
by some of those participating in 
the draw who bought Sony prod­
ucts throughout the holy month 
of Ramadan.
Winners who were ten in number 
received their prizes which var­
ied of cassettes, cameras, a 
stereo cassette recorder, and the 
61-inch TV as the biggest prize 
for the first winner. .
In the celebration some prizes 
were distributed for attendants 
who solved puzzles and ques­
tions. This is an annual tradition 
that is held during Ramadan 
when discounts on Sony prod­
ucts are conducted for cus­
tomers.
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Yemen Times Person of the Year

Ezz Adeen Saeed A. Al-Asbahi

A
t the end of every year, 
the Yemen Times nom­
inates one person to 
receive the YT Person 
of the Year Award. The 

two overriding factors for nomination 
are:
1- Successful life( career, family..etc) 
2- Service to the community
This year we have received many 
nominations. We would like to express 
gratitude for all our readers who have 
considerably interacted with us. spe­
cially from the diaspora. The screen­
ing process took quite much time 
using different criteria and trying to 
remain objective all the time and stick 
to the nomination factors.
As the choices were narrowed down, 
we felt that recognizing ordinary peo­
ple should take precedent over more 
powerful individuals who command 
more resources. Politicians were also 
by-stepped in favor of people working 
on human rights, and those serving the 
oppressed and down trodden. The 
committee came up with the nomina­
tion of Mr. Ezz-Adeen Saeed A. Al- 
Asbahi. We are very pleased to 
announce Mr. Al-Asbahi as the Yemen 
Times Person of the Year for 2000.
Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi of 
Yemen Times met Mr. Al-Asbahi and 
filed the following interview.

Q: How did the idea of establishing 
Hritc come to your mind?
A: The idea of establishing the Center 
resulted from accumulated experi­
ences in human rights activities, espe­
cially during 1990-1991. At that very 
time, Amnesty International Groups 
have begun functioning in Yemen, and 
I was appointed as a Coordinator for 
Taiz Groups of the Organization. This 
opportunity has opened the way to 
other global organizations.
Furthermore, I have worked as a 
Coordinator for the Signing Campaign 
on the Fortieth Anniversary of the 
Human Rights Universal Declaration 
in 1988. This event has introduced me 
to a wide-range of human rights activ­
ities of many Arab and International 
Organizations. And by the time I 
returned from training courses in 
Cairo and Tunis, I found that many 
organizations and committees have 
already been established. 
Unfortunately, most of these organs 
focused on a political dimension of 
monitoring and reporting on human 
rights in Yemen.
In fact, I was always shocked by the 
fact that people in Yemen do not 
defend their rights, and that the con­
cept itself has no particular meaning 
in the country. Accordingly, I have 
always developed the eagerness to 
establish a voluntary NGO aiming to 

increase awareness of human rights. If 
people know their rights, they will 
certainly be in a better place to defend 
them.
Since 1994, I have worked on creating 
an overall structure and framework for 
Human Rights Information & 
Training Center. Other interested col­
leagues have joined hands to pave the 
road of promoting awareness of 
human rights. Then, the Center was 
officially founded in 1995, and work 
has begun at the practical level.

Q: Does Hritc only focus on local 
development of human rights?
A: No, of course. Since its establish­
ment, the Center is another global 
voice advocating human rights as a 
major concern to all human beings. 
However, the Center has gradually 
extended its scope of activities from 
the local, to the regional, and finally to 
the international levels.
Hritc is an NGO that is based in Taiz. 
Yemen. However, many of its 
Consultative Board Members are rec­
ognized and influential figures from 
other countries, both regional and 
international. One of such members 
was the deceased Dr. Abdul-Aziz Al- 
Saqqaf, the original founder of human 
rights movement in Yemen. He has 
furnished great support to our Center’s 
reputation, and has always referred to 
the Center with respect and pride.
The Center has commenced its official 
operation in 1996 at the national level, 
and has extended its activities to other 
Arab countries. Hritc has organized 
many training sessions in the field of 
human rights in different Arab coun­
tries in cooperation with many part­
ners from regional organizations.
During the year 2001, the Center will 
initiate work on an annual 
Arab/Intemational meeting on human 
rights coordinated jointly with the 
Arab program at the International 
Institute for Human Rights in 
Strasbourg, France. The Center shall 
handle the management and supervi­
sion of this initiative, which will bring 
together a selection of high specialists 
from Arab countries. Many other ini­
tiatives will follow in the near future.

Q: How far is human rights aware­
ness important?
A: As previously mentioned, no one 
can hope for a better rights-based 
future in the absence of public aware­
ness of these rights, in the first place. 
Spreading the culture and knowledge 
of human rights is the key to the full 
realization of human rights. This idea 
is enhanced by the fact that many vio­
lators of human rights come to perpe­
trate crimes and abuses habitually as if 
they were completely acceptable. 

breaching all standing rules set forth 
by local laws and international con­
ventions.
Throughout my work in journalism, I 
have been an advocate of freedom of 
opinion, thoughts, and press. Through 
the passage of time, I have become 
more and more convinced that human 
rights are in crucial need for a more 
formal approach, and that political 
parties in Yemen are still ineffective in 
the fight to defend these rights.
Undoubtedly, the clue to achieving 
this goal lies in the hands of civil soci­
ety organizations. Only those inde­
pendent NGOs are capable of ensur­
ing the maintenance of human rights 
and the realization of humanitarian 
and development goals. Through a 
diverse range of concern and experi­
ence, I have developed the necessary 
disciplinary orientation and sensibility 
to understand other people’s concerns. 
It is worth mentioning that I have been 
personally threatened and imprisoned, 
leading to a stronger desire to add my 
voice to those advocates of human 
rights.

Q: How do you view the state of 
play of human rights in Yemen?
A: The state of human rights in Yemen 
is a complex subject matter to summa­
rize. Yemen has undergone some 
improvements on the one hand, but 
has run into many setbacks on the 
other. For example, at the legislative 
level, there have been many explicit 
impediments in relation to media 
laws, civil status, and very recently 
the Constitution. Similar slow downs 
have taken place in the work of many 
organizations. Nonetheless, there are 
some positive signs; such as the stop 
of political and opinion arrests, and 
the establishment of many civil socie­
ty organizations specialized in the 
field of human rights.
Moreover, a clear spread of awareness 
of human rights principles can easily 
be traced among Yemeni people these 
days. No doubt that Yemen is going 
through a very important transition 
toward democracy and human rights. 
Those inseparable and complementary 

goals which, if realized simultane­
ously, would guarantee a true 
change in the lives of Yemeni peo­
ple in the near future.
We should never lose hear. It is the 
responsibility of every one to strive 
for making real and comprehensive 
changes in the society. In fact, 
changes usually begin with the work 
of some individuals, who could 
make it possible, through their 
undefeated faith, to turn these prin­
ciples into governing policies. From 
this view point, and as we live such 
deteriorating situation of human 
rights, we need more than ever to 
promote freedom of opinion.

Q: How about private jails?
A: The existence of private prisons 
is in itself a very shameful reality in 
any country. They illustrate one type 
of unacceptable violations of human 
rights. In fact, this phenomenon is a 
clear indicator of backwardness 
wherever it occurred, and a breach 
of all laws and national sovereignty. 
From this point of view, a culture of 
accountability must dominate, and 
the whole society should combat 
such irresponsible and inhumane 
actions.

Q: How do you see the state of 
women’s rights in Yemen?
A: During the last few years, Yemen 
has slowed down paces in connec­
tion with women’s rights. The early 
years of the unification between the 
South and the North have marked an 

important shift into democracy, press 
freedom, political pluralism, and 
women’s freedom. During that period 
from 1990-1993, women were 
empowered to take leading positions 
that were previously monopolized by 
men.
Since 1993. a decline has taken place 
in the number of female. 
Representatives in the Parliament, i.e. 
from nine to only two now. Similarly, 
the number of female judges in the 
judicial sector has gone down signifi­
cantly.
In light of the declining situation in 
Yemen, it is imperative to maintain the 
achievements that have already been 
partially realized in the area of 
women’s rights. It is also essential to 
mobilize all efforts to shift the issue of 
women’s rights to become a well-rec­
ognized public perception.
The issue of women’s rights should be 
considered a top priority for all coun­
tries. All society categories should be 
given a room. All political parties 
must regard it as a major concern that 
needs urgent action, in view of the fact 
that the violation of women’s rights 
would certainly hinder our countries 
overall progress in all and every 
development area.

Continued on page 11
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Drawings on Yemen from the Ambassadors Online

Y
emen Times received a 
letter from the Chief 
Editor of the 
Ambassadors Online 
Magazine, Dr. Talaat I. 

Farag introducing the January 2001 
issue of his publication. The issue fea­
tures Yemen in the “National Profile” 
section, which is dedicated to special 
profiles of the world’s countries and 
their peoples in commemoration of 
the new millennium. The purpose of 
this section is to present these endeav­
ors from the eyes of an artist. This 
artist, a distinguished cartoonist who’s 
work is recognized worldwide, has 
been globetrotting for the most part of 
life investigating the living conditions 
of humans. Himself a product of the 
third world system, Ahmed Toughan, 
74, has dedicated his professional 
career and artistic works to the eman­
cipation and empowerment of those 
living under economic hardship, polit­
ical obstruction, and oppressed free­
dom; a theme that emerges from most 
of his works. For this reason, the 
Yemen Times dedicated this page to 
present the drawings of Ahmed 
Toughan, courtesy Ambassadors 
Online (ambassadors.net) represent­
ing our country, Yemen.

Judge and his guard in typical formal 
attire on his way to court with the 
traditional dagger on waist
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Parties Race for Local Elections & Islah Political Maneuver

Jalal Al-Sharabi
Yemen Times

L
ocal elections, due 
February 20, 2001, are 
coming close, without 
much new in the political 
tense relations between 

opposition parties on one hand and the 
ruling party (PGC) headed by the 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh on the 
other.
So far, many opposition parties’ 
stances are not clear, particularly that 
of Islah, the Islamic and second largest 
party. Islah put off declaring its stance 
until today Monday January 3, 2001. 
The start of the parliamentary elec­
tions had intensified the dark clouds in 
the Yemeni electoral atmosphere. 
Furthermore, the stance of YSP, the 

first ally of the ruling PGC from May 
1990 to war of 1994, is also important 
as it took the resolution to take part in 
the parliamentary elections and to con­
tinue its political activities even after 
receiving a notice containing threats to 
be dissolved by the Parties Affairs 
Committee as the YSP made viola­
tions of some articles of the Parties 
Law in its political activity, according 
to the notice.
The YSP received this notice follow­
ing four months of holding its Fourth 
General Conference in which the party 
renewed its membership of some lead­
ers to its central committee. These 
leaders were convicted and sentenced 
to death due to high treason of whom 
Ali Salem al-Beedh, used to be Ali 
Abdullah Saleh’s vice president until 
war of 1994, Haidar Abobakr al- 
Attass, former Prime Minister, and 
fourteen others. These leaders staged 
the secession at the time and set off the 

war claiming the lives of thousands of 
people.
Despite the opposition parties’ early 
stance to participate in local elections, 
preparatory measures in constituencies 
and streets have not been conducted 
yet as if no firm attitude is being taken 
to have a serious competition.
What is evident is that Islah, Yemeni 
Congregation for Reform Party 
(YCRP), which has often exploited its 
participation for political bargaining 
and to achieve some political gains, is 
certain to participate in these elections. 

However, its participation is some­
times decided by interests on the one 
hand and its agreements with PGC on 
the division of constituencies on the 
other.
Many political observers and analysts 
take the view that local elections are 
the real test that will measure the 
effectiveness of Yemeni parties, espe­
cially those of the opposition if they 
can pull together and come up with a- 
one unified list. Only then can they 
achieve some seats which will enable 
them to re-arrange their structure and 

restore the people’s trust in their feasi­
bility which became evidently weak 
and fragile after the parliamentary 
elections in 1993 and in 1997 and the 
presidential elections in 1999.
In all the previous elections, the oppo­
sition parties had a hard time except 
for Islah party which has got the 
advantage of its participation after 
coordination with the ruling party, 
PGC as it failed to achieve the voters’ 
trust and to reach the parliament with 
a rate that stands it on a better stead 
against the ineffective laws and to 

show its vision of what is happening 
inside the parliament.
As a matter of fact, all the Yemeni 
elections have served democracy in 
the practice. However, the domination 
of one party has matched the demo­
cratic transition, mainly because of the 
absence of effective opposition that 
could stand a real competition.
It is also a fact that all the Yemeni par­
ties will take role in local elections. 
However, who will achieve seats of 
the opposition parties is still 
unknown?
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Highlights of Economic Changes 
in Yemen in 2000

Mahyoub Al-Kamali

T
he Yemeni Economy has witnessed several positive changes in the 
year 2000 mainly because of the rise in oil prices in international 
markets which increased the revenues of selling Yemeni crude oil. In 
the meanwhile, the government focused on implementing the 
economic and administrative reform program which is supported by 

the world bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and many donating countries. 
Despite the negative effects of the reform policy on Yemenis of low income, this 
policy managed to provide Yemeni currency with needed stability, ranging from 
160 to 165 Riyals for each American Dollar. Many seminars were arranged, all 
studied facts about the Yemeni economy. Private sector, investment opportunities 
and facilities given to investors in the free zone in Aden and ports all around 
Yemen. All those seminars tried to investigate the ability and readiness of Yemen 
to join the World Trade Organization (WTO).
During year 2000, Yemen received loans and donations to support its economic 
reform program. Yemen started giving much care to export other goods apart 
from oil to create new sources of national income.

Here, we try to highlight the most important economic events in Yemen during 
year 2000 month wise:

January
* Commercial counterfeiting was the 
main issue of this month which 
annoyed both consumers and mer­
chants. Figures show the presence of 
counterfeiting in many imported 
items like clothes, electronics, car 
tires, medicines, weights of canned 
food and many other materials. 
Observers passed warnings regarding 
the increasing phenomenon of 
importing expired food and jeopard­
izing people’s lives and national 
economy.
• The general authority for tourism 
in Yemen adopted a policy for 
tourism publicity including the partic­
ipation in a number of international 
exhibitions in Milan, Berlin, Paris, 
London, Dubai and Beirut. All these 
activities aimed at introducing

tourism in Yemen to different parts of 
the world and eventually attracting 
larger numbers of tourists to increase 
the revenues of this sector. The 
approximate income of this sector in 
1999 was 200 million Dollars.
• The general authority of rural water 
and electricity announced the number 
of projects that have been accom­
plished in 2000 to be 120 electricity 
and water projects to cover vast areas 
of the country that never before were 
lucky to have such projects.
• Official figures showed the expen­
diture of the ministry of agriculture 
was 2% of the total national that 
expenditure, which is very low when 
compared with a share of 7% 
assigned to the agricultural sector in 
the general budget for 2000.

February
• The ministry of agriculture 
announced that ‘Karwa’ is one of the 
dangerous pests that came to Yemen 
through imported honey and was dis­
covered for the first time in Al- 
Mahweet. This pest caused potential 
damage to honey production.
• Increasing income activities pro­
gram - social development fund, in Al- 
Hodeida announced that it will give 
200 loans every month with an aver­
age amount of 10.8 million Riyal to 
finance service, commercial and pro­
ductive projects.
• Sources at the technical office for 
privatization said that the total number 
of stumbling companies that have 
been privatized was 16. Privatization 
also included farms and hotels belong­
ing to the government. Seventeen 
tourist establishments were rented to 
local and foreign investors. In the 
transportation sector, loading and 
unloading activities were privatized.

In the financial sector, measures to 
privatize ‘Al-Ahli’ bank were com­
pleted.
• The administration of ‘Al.Barah’ 
cement factory has announced that the 
production reached 546,185 tones in 
1999 with an increase of 140,508 tons 
and exceeding its annual capacity by 
half a million tons.
O A seminar discussing the project of 
general tax law was held in Sana’a 
with the participation of a number of 
experts from the World Bank, IMF 
and North African Arab states. The 
seminar concluded the need for grad­
ual implementation of the law in 
accordance with human, material and 
administrative potentials. Trade and 
industrial chambers also participated 
in those discussions.
• The regional seminar of economic, 
social and cultural rights was held in 
Sana’a with the participation of more 
than 25 Pacific countries and NGOs .

Q Oxfam
Oxfam GB - Sana’a Office

Programme Development Officer - Vacancy
Oxfam GB is seeking to recruit a Programme Development Officer - 
specialising in women issues to work as part of the Oxfam Sana’a team in 
developing and implementing Oxfam’s SCO priority programmes in Yemen. 
The post holder is required to develop and monitor Oxfam Yemen’s 
programmes on Women Issues.

Kev Competencies:

• A good working knowledge and experience of development work in NGOs. 
An understanding of the socio-economic, political and cultural conditions 
of women issues in Yemen and the region.

• Demonstrated understanding of the sensitivity to women issues and equity 
issues, including an observable commitment to address women issues.

• Demonstrated analytical, conceptual, strategic planning and writing.
• Demonstrated capacity for social skills - especially when working with 

community groups.
• Aptitude and skills for project management - including communication, 

organisation, planning, budgeting and work scheduling.
• Demonstrated ability to work as part of a team which would include good 

interpersonal skills.
• Fluency in English and Arabic.
• Knowledge and skills in computer usage.
• Physical fitness for travel and willingness to undertake sustained field 

work.

Contract: National post for a period of 2 years.
Closing Date: 15 January 2001

For further details please contact the Oxfam GB - Sana’a office - P.O.Box 1045 Sana’a 
Tel : 01 242 996 Fax : 01 260 320 Email : Oxfamvemen@y.net.ye

Founded in 1942, Oxfam works with people regardless of race 
and religion in their struggle against poverty. Oxfam GB is a member of 

Oxfam International.

March
• Official reports expected the num­
ber of employees to be retired to reach 
49,000 during 2000 to 2004 and num­
ber of job opportunities available to 
reach 36,750 with an average of 7,350 
per year.
• The supreme board for exports 
development declared that it will work 
on increasing the gross national 
exports of industrial, agricultural and 
fish products, and build a new perma­
nent commercial center in Djibouti

for having an important position of 
being close to east African countries.
• Area of land good for agriculture in 
Yemen was estimated to exceed 1.6 
million hectare, only 1.2 million 
hectare of which is used for agricul­
ture and that represents 2% of the total 
area of Yemen. 21.2 million hectare of 
the land in Yemen are pasture fields 
and 2.4 million hectare of the land in 
Yemen are covered with woods and 
bushes.

April
• Custom authority, local bureau 
involved in fighting and controlling 
drugs, confirmed that the Republic of 
Yemen is free from drugs.
• 285 Italian tourists arrived at 
Sana’a international airport and 730 
tourists of other nationalities.
• In a seminar organized by 
‘Al.Wahda’ newspaper and the min­
istry of supply and trade about the 
WTO and its effects on the economy 
of Yemen. The seminar showed the 
necessity for the private sector to 
develop means of marketing local 
agricultural and industrial products 
inside and outside the country and 
called to form trading centers in all 
governorates to provide necessary 
information to the commercial and 
agricultural sectors and to establish 
commercial representative bureaus 
abroad specially in those countries 
Yemen has big volume of trade. The 
seminar also showed the importance 
for Yemen to join the WTO, and force 
all Yemeni producers to stick to specs

required by international markets.
• The general foundation for produc­
ing and marketing cement announced 
the projects it is willing to accomplish 
on the occasion of the tenth anniver­
sary of the republic, like starting a 
new production line at Amran factory 
with a total capacity of one million 
tons each year and a cost reaching 80 
million Dollars and laying the founda­
tion stone of ‘Al-Barah’ cement facto­
ry power station, which will be capa­
ble of generating 14 Megawatt with a 
total cost of 14 million Dollars.
• Final results of a manpower survey 
showed that there are 419,410 
employees, 96.5% of them are perma­
nent and the rest work with contracts . 
84.2% of the total number of employ­
ees are males and the rest are females.
* The ministry of planning and devel­
opment announced the beginning of 
work on financial and technical proj­
ects financed by Germany for the year 
2000. The total cost of those projects 
is 40 million Dutch Marks.

May
• The total cost of projects that have 
started operation and projects about to 
start reached about 80 billion Riyals. 
25 of those projects were in the sectors 
of communication, education and 
roads in Aden, 48 projects in the fields 
of health, agriculture and immigration 
in Sada, 148 development projects in 
Dhamar, 276 development projects in 
Al-Hodeida and 96 development proj­
ects in Taiz.
• Custom office started a database to 
store and analyze information about 
smuggle control according to requests

from the regional office of the WTO.
• Sources announced that initial cost 
of investment of Al-Jabali project for 
excavating Zinc, Lead and Silver at 
Nahm district will be 200 million 
Dollars distributed between Al-Jabali 
mining company( 43 million Dollars) 
and Al-Jabali refinery ( 166 million 
Dollars).
It also announced the total amount of 
reserved crude metals to be 16% zinc, 
2% lead and 113 gram per ton of sil­
ver.

June
• The minister of planning and devel­
opment Mr. Ahmed Mohammed 
Sofan called to adopt better govern­
mental policies during the next 25 
years to decrease population growth 
to 2% , achieve growth in the Yemeni 
economy of 9.8% and an increase of 
individual annual income to reach 
2000 Dollars. That was in a press con­
ference exploring Yemen’s strategic 
vision towards a balanced national

economy.
• Yemenia airlines has approved hav­
ing two flights to Syria in order to 
activate tourism between the two 
countries and increase commercial 
exchange.
• Total accumulated investments of 
social growth fund has reached 
49,261 million Dollars distributed 
over different sectors since January, 
2000.

July
• Five groups involved in handicrafts 
have been established in Taiz. Those 
groups are part of small projects 
development plan of the ministry of 
industry in cooperation with Federal 
Germany. The groups included tailors, 
Jambia makers and other craft makers. 
The goal is to encourage those crafts­
men to maintain those crafts and to 
create better revenue.
• The minister of oil, Mr. Mohammed 
Al-Khadem Al-Wajeh expected daily 
production of oil in Yemen to increase 
from 450 thousand tons to 470 thou­
sand tons at the beginning of 2001. He 
also expected the revenues to reach

1.4 billion Dollars by the end of year 
2000.
• Environment protection council 
issued new rules regarding establish­
ing the Socatra protection fund to pro­
tect Socatra island from environmen­
tal dangers.
• Electricity and rural water authori­
ty’s efforts led to the discovery of a 
number of water wells in Aden, Lahj 
and Abyan.
• Experimental field results of olive 
cultivation in Sana’a, Dhamar, Taiz, 
Al-Mahweet, Sada and Amran showed 
the fitness of those fields to cultivate 
such crop.

August
• Mr. Ahmed Abdullah Al-Samawi, 
governor of the central bank 
announced that other banks' accounts 
at the central bank had been reduced 
from 152 million Dollars to 81 million 
Dollars after the reduction of interest 
from 15% to 13% and compulsory 
reserve from 20% to 10% at the end of 
July. He also added that governmental 
debts were reduced from 222 billion 
Riyals to 20 billion Riyals and debts 
of Yemen were reduced from 440 bil­
lion Dollars to 110 billion Dollars.
• Tourist flow increased by 5% com­
pared with tourism season in 1999. 
Those were the results published in 
August.
• Projects finished and about to be 
finished are 1050 projects distributed 
all over Yemen as announced by gen­
eral labor project with a total cost of

60.6 million Dollars.
• Sources at the ministry of planning 
stated that gross cost for projects for 
the next five years for development is 
more than 14 billion Riyals.
• Yemen Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development demanded some 
governmental sides to pay the prices 
of the real estates bought from the 
bank. Those prices together sum up to 
one billion Riyals.
• Sources said that agricultural 
imports have reduced and an excess 
has been made in agricultural prod­
ucts. On the other hand the gross 
value of exports apart from oil have 
risen to 100 million American 
Dollars.
• Supreme board to develop exports 
approved a plan to establish a data­
base to encourage exporting services.

September
• A seminar was organized by the 
institute for Banking Studies to discuss 
legal problems in the banking system. 
Participants criticized the present sys­
tem for having too many constraints 
holding banking investments back.
• The German government decided to 
increase its annual financial help to 60 
million Dutch Mark to finance water 
and drainage projects.
• Yemen managed to get a loan of 56 
million Dollars from the World Bank

to support primary education in many 
Yemeni provinces.
• Ministry of oil has prospected the 
presence of oil in large amounts under 
the Yemeni national water in addition 
to natural gas in the Red Sea.
• The seminar about commercial 
counterfeiting urged all Arabic gov­
ernments to quickly legislate rules to 
protect the consumer and support con­
sumer societies involved in stopping 
this phenomenon.

October
• Contributions of banks in the bal­
ance were declared to be USD 1.6 
billion.
• The total number of requests to 
invest in sector D of the free zone in 
Aden reached 455 by the end of 
August.
• The local authority for water and 
drainage received a loan of 60 mil­
lion Dollars from the Arabic Fund 
for Economic and Social 
Development.
• Yemen and the European commis­
sion signed in Brussels a financing 
agreement of 6 million Euros to 
finance the administrative reforms in 
the fields of health, social affairs and 
aviation safety.

• General budget deficit for year 
2001 is expected to be 14 billion and 
38 million Riyals, expenditure to be 
increased to seventy 9 billion and 
633 million Riyals and revenues to 
be 98 billion, 891 million Riyals.
• Yemen and Ethiopia agreed to 
make a common committee to intro­
duce businessmen of both countries 
to the various opportunities of 
investment in the two countries.
• Members of parliament stressed at 
the end of discussing the general 
budget the importance of accountant 
reports presented by the central 
authority of monitoring and account­
ancy showing the performance of 
both public and mixed sectors.

November
• Yemen and the World Bank 
signed an agreement of cooperation 
according to which the World Bank 
will give 15 million Dollars to 
Yemen to water and drainage proj­
ects.
• Dr. Abdul.Karim Al-Eryani con­
firmed the seriousness of Yemen to 
go ahead with measures needed to 
join the WTO. He said in a seminar 
about trade and investment” joining 
the international trade organization 
is not an goal but it is a way for

Yemeni economy to merge with 
international economy.”
• The minister of supply and trade 
announced that the total amount of 
trade exchange has risen to 4,3 bil­
lion Dollars, in the mean while there 
was an excess of 418 million Dollars 
in 1999.
• In a study presented to foreign 
trade seminar organized by the con­
sultative council that volume of 
smuggling is three times the official 
imported goods.

December
• Chief of oil excavation and produc­
tion establishment, Mr. Nabeel Al- 
Qawsi announced that five interna­
tional oil companies agreed to invest 
in four new regions in oil excavation 
and production. The new regions are 
close to the Saudi borders. By that, the 
total number of regions has reached 63 
of which 23 are to share their produc­
tion. The total production has reached 
456,500 barrels per day.
• The gross amount of exports 
through the Gulf of Aden and airports 
for the year 2000 has reached more 
than 3 billion, 122 million Riyals, cot­
ton has come on top with about 451 
million Riyals, then fish with 342 mil­
lion Riyals. The exports also included 
coffee, potato and other agricultural 
and industrial products.
• Yemeni Oil and Gas Company has 
decided not to export the crude prod­
uct of light oil for the month of 
January 2001 after the collapse of 
negotiations with traders in Singapore.

Yemen sold 800 thousand barrels of 
light oil monthly by then.
• In a meeting of the Yemeni - Saudi 
coordination council of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia has agreed to resched­
ule 300 million Dollars of debts of 
Yemen for the sake of carrying out 
development projects in Yemen.
• Yemeni president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh mentioned that the attack 
against the American destroyer USS 
Cole has created an atmosphere of 
hesitation among investors, compa­
nies and tourists and damaged the 
economy of Yemen.
• An agreement has been signed by 
the ministry of agriculture and FAO to 
give Yemen an amount of 346 thou­
sand Dollars to finance a project of 
food security.
• In a survey conducted by consumer 
protection society, 98% of people in 
Yemen are ready to boycott Israeli 
products as a support to the uprising of 
the people in Palestine.

mailto:Oxfamvemen@v.net.ye
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COMMON SENSE

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

What Exactly is Islam? (Final part)

"I
n religion, there is no 
compulsion; Truth 
has become distin­
guished from 
error..." (The Holy

Qur'an, Surah Al-Baqarah).
“Today, Those who are infidels 
Have despaired of your religion. 
So, fear them not;
You should fear Me!
Today, your religion, I have conclud­
ed:
I have fulfilled my bounty unto you; 
And as your religion, I have approved 
Islam!” (Surah Al-Maida).
When one sees satisfaction in life to 
come only from dedication to a cause, 
there is no greater fulfillment of the 
aspirations of life to be achieved then 
when such hopes revolve around faith. 
When that faith is clearly associated 
with the destiny of the universe, as 
seen and determined by the Lord Al- 
Mighty. then surely one is bound to 
feel an ecstasy unrivalled by any other 
achievement of spiritual enlighten­
ment that one can conceive of for him­
self, as well as for the world at large.
Most religions look at the develop­
ment of their religions, as an exclusive 
journey, without necessarily providing 
any appropriate ties to the course of 
the universe, or for that matter, to the 
course of human history. Thus, there 
tends to be a break, or an abrupt devi­
ation from the normal course of the 
human experience. Accordingly, most 
religions tend to disassociate them­
selves from other religions and regard 
all such religions as heathen worship 
to be abhorred or despised.
On the contrary, Islam looks at the 
spiritual development of man as an 
ongoing process, and considers itself 
as being a part of all the stages of this 
development in mankind. In fact,

Islam views most of the major reli­
gions as being deviations of one and 
the same effort - to set man’s course in 
this world in keeping with the course 
and destiny laid out by the Creator and 
to underscore that man has no 
recourse in life except to submit to the 
proper ordinances that are set out for 
man by the very Being who laid out all 
the “natural” laws by which all of 
God’s creations are governed accord­
ingly. It is thus imperative for man to 
seek out the satisfaction of the One 
and Only Being who created him with 
the ability to direct his destiny either 
towards eternal bliss or eternal damna­
tion, which He alone is able to award. 
Thus faith is the sublime raison d’etre 
of life itself and there is no meaning­
ful achievement in life, unless it is 
derived from faith, subscribes to faith 
or geared for the advancement of that 
faith in any way possible. Even faith 
in one’s self - self confidence - is no 
substitute for faith that is associated 
with a universal attachment to all that 
submits to the will of the Al-Mighty, 
to Whom we owe our very own exis­
tence to and our continued sustenance 
from all the bounties He has endowed 
man with, in such a superb universal 
feat of engineering, far too impossible 
to be conceived as a spontaneous or 
abrupt random arrangement, whether 
viewed through its intricate parts or in 
terms of the universe as a whole.
Thus, Islam associates itself with the 
dynamics of the universe, and accord­
ingly strives to set the course of man 
in keeping with human instinct and the 
rule of reason and logic, over all other 
forms of human governance. 
Accordingly, Islam has to be viewed 
beyond merely being an occasional 
intercourse with the ethereal to sup­
plement our self-satisfaction, or to 

seek refuge when the challenges of 
life seem to be too overwhelming. 
Islam therefore is not a last resort, but 
it is the only sensible way of life, guid­
ed by an unchallenged submission to 
the supremacy of the Lord Al-Mighty 
and to all the ordinances He has laid 
out for us to follow, all of which are 
well within the human capacity and 
well in line with what our human 
instincts drive us to hope for.
Furthermore, Islam would only accept 
voluntary adherence and insists that 
forced adoption of Islam is a disserv­
ice to the religion. Therefore, the 
Qur’an stresses that Moslems should 
rely on dialogue and persuasion rather 
than force to propagate the religion. It 
is only when people have become 
fully convinced of any creed that such 
creed will truly be of meaning to the 
believer and will such a believer find 
ultimate satisfaction as only being 
attainable when he has fulfilled the 
requirements of the creed and the sat­
isfaction of his Creator accordingly.
Islam, for the Moslem, is really the 
only thing that life is all about and that 
all of life should be directed towards 
serving, not just by simply fulfilling 
all the worship rites and guarding 
against its limitations on life, which 
are really very few, when compared to 
most religions, or other mundane 
jurisdictions or social orders. Islam is 
a guardian of human rights, in all their 
modern manifestations, and openly 
declared this some 15 centuries ago. 
Thus even freedom of religion was a 
major call of Islam, as can be seen by 
the above verses from the Qur’an and 
from the early history of Islam. Even 
the early wars that the Moslems 
engaged in, were not, as some preju­
diced orientalists contend, for material 
gains, but rather for the imposition of 

freedom of religion, when Islam was 
not allowed to be put to the people to 
decide on the appropriate religion for 
themselves, or when interested people 
in Islam were subjected to ruthless 
punishment by the prevailing political 
or social order, first in Arabia and later 
in the adjoining areas. Moslems were 
compelled by order of God to insure 
that the appropriate environment for 
the free expression of opinion and for 
Islamic missionary work were not cur­
tailed by any prejudicial or discrimi­
natory practices that were based on 
arrogance or repressive regimes that 
refused any argument that threatened 
their own power or interests, as nar­
row as such interests may be, and 
notwithstanding the obvious injustice 
that characterized the rule of the 
prevalent regime. It is only when 
Moslems were beset with oppression 
in any land that the Moslem State was 
compelled to engage in the defense of 
the faith and the faithful, for in Islam, 
members of the faith are to be guaran­
teed the support of their brethren in 
the faith, wherever they are, even by 
war, after having exhausted all other 
peaceful means of trying to eradicate 
any injustices faced by Moslems. The 
Qur’an also commanded the faithful 
to rely on dialogue as the proper chan­
nel to uphold the faith and disseminate 
its principles, as Islam is eventually 
bound to be seen as the only logical 
creed for man, simply by its insistence 
that human rights are a core element 
of the religion and without them, 
Islam has no bearing on the society 
and is being ill-served by the prevalent 
regime governing Moslems, or non­
Moslems for that matter, which does 
not uphold such rights.
The significance of human rights in 
Islam are so important that Islam 
stresses tolerance, even to the point of 
accepting the existence of other faiths 
within the Moslem State. Thus, non­
Moslem communities are not only 
guaranteed their right to exist within

the Moslem state, it is also up to the 
Moslem State to protect these commu­
nities, as long as they adhere to the 
laws of the land, and to insure that 
they have the right of access to all the 
resources of the land and the channels 
for legally challenging any transgres­
sion they may be subjected to by any 
Moslems.
It is this tolerance and concern for 
human rights, which really helped the 
Moslem Armies in the early con­
quests, when peoples that were sub­
jected to discriminatory practices or 
repressive government turned to the 
Moslems for their liberation from such 
tyranny. That is why the Moslems 
were able to invade Egypt with a force 
of only 4,000 men, for the Egyptians 
themselves, who were then almost all 
Coptic Christians, saw the Moslems as

a refreshing relief from their oppres­
sive Byzantine (Eastern Orthodox) 
rulers. In Spain, Jews and other 
Spaniards aided the invading Moslems 
against repressive Visigoth rule. In 
these and other areas, Islam spread 
because people were convinced of 
Islam’s logic and appeal by reason, 
and never was Islam forced upon any 
people “by the sword”. The existence 
of non-Moslem communities under 
Islamic regimes, throughout Islam’s 
history, is testimony to the tolerance of 
Islam and its respect of human r, even 
if these communities were polyga­
mists or idol worshippers, as was the 
case in the Indian subcontinent, where 
a Hindu majority continued to exist 
under an Islamic regime.
What exactly then is Islam? Islam is a 
way of life, no more, no less.

Impressions on my visit
I was visiting Yemen as a 
‘Muwwallad’ who is holding a Bittaqa 
(Yemeni ID) and a foreign passport 
and here is what I felt.
I found that Yemen has shown some 
positive change. Cities have grown 
tremendously and are well equipped 
with all you need compared to 1995. 
Public service offices although still 
have a long way to go in clearing cor­
ruption, which resulted from the high 
cost of living and low pay, are offering 
better service.
Thanks to the ruling party,, keep up 
the good work.
I still have a comment though. The 
government should invest in the 
youth, give jobs to the new blood and 
be open to the masses.

Saeed S.
TRADE2US@AOL.COM

Comments on the Travel and 
Leisure Page

I would like to acknowledge the work­
ing staff in the Yemen Times for their 
excellent contributions to the paper, of 
which I am a regular reader.
For the past period you started with an 
ambitious project, it’s the exotic desti­
nations in other part of the Globe, The 
Travel & Leisure page, which is spon­
sored by Kamaran Company. There 
are several points I would like to com­
ment on:
Firstly, whenever you introduce a new 
spot, priority is to navigate into Arab 
and Muslim countries, however 1 
don’t deny your publishing on some 
Arab destinations in your previous 
editions, nevertheless they are rare 
compare it to non- Arab or Muslim 
nation.
Secondly, whenever you mention a 
particular place you ignore some 
momentous details such as Visa 
details, the address of the respective 
embassy or the consular in our coun­
try, procedure, amount and duration 
which in my own perspective are so 
vital and necessary to know.
Thirdly, kindly to brief us with some 
addresses of hotels (5,4,3,2, and 1- 
start)/guesthouses that could be 

approachable by both extravagant and 
budgeter travelers. Also giving us 
some names for some local travel 
agencies, which organize something, 
called tourist packages.
Frothily, whenever we have a frank 
debate about Yemen which is a 
method followed by YT through out 
the years, We refer mainly to economy 
that passes through a pathetic phase. 
You all the time mentioned an obvious 
studies about the various aspects of 
ordinary Yemenis which directly or 
indirectly have an impact on him/her 
such as social, political and most 
importantly economical aspect. Some 
domestic destinations are unafford­
able so we can imagine overseas 
spots, however we don’t ignore that 
the number of daily travelers is 
increasing day by day but this figure is 
mostly entitled for people who are 
associated with politics, business or 
industry.
One more think, I appreciate your 
move towards encouraging our 
domestic tourism, by focusing on 
Yemeni destinations.
Hoping from you to publish this arti­
cle either at the letter column or at any 
other suitable space in your 
Newspaper.
Thank you and best regards.

Sami Sanganee 
Sami_ye_78@rediffmail .com

Wise move by government
I wish to applaud the Yemeni govern­
ment for the recent decision to reject 
the installation of Saudi troops to 
guard the proposed pipeline to the port 
of Aden. This is a wise move and one 
that must have been difficult to make 
in the current political climate.
Many people living inside and outside 
of Yemen may not be aware of some 
of the most recent discoveries made in 
the sands at Bilqis. Aside from the 
important religious significance of 
these archaeological discoveries, the 
Republic of Yemen stands to become 
wealthy in material ways by virtue of 
the ability to host millions of visitors 
who will come to Yemen on pilgrim­
ages to this location. Yemen will no 

longer need to trade in oil and even 
the most humble and isolated tribes 
will benefit from this influx of foreign 
wealth and culture.
One of the most significant changes in 
world tourism is the so-called “cultur­
al experience” whereby foreigners 
come to a land with a different culture 
to partake in this culture’s food, lan­
guage and people, rather than to take 
photographs of buildings, cathedrals 
or nature.
In Yemen, you have the opportunity to 
provide cultural experiences PLUS 
you also have the most significant 
archaeology of Biblical times.
In this regard, it is good that Yemen 
remain unique and independent from 
her neighbors. Your country’s leaders 
have wisely chosen this path. In a 
much greater role, the country and 
people of Yemen can also become 
world leaders in peace, by remaining 
neutral in the intifada.
There is only one solution to the con­
flict of Arab and Jew. They must join 
together under the worship of the One 
True God. This far away dream is not 
impossible, for it is the result of man, 
not God, and can be set right by man, 
with God’s help. Yemen was once the 
most influential kingdom with the 
most intelligent leaders and the most 
peace-loving of nations. Her greatness 
was sacrificed for a future time when 
her message of the One God and the 
brotherhood of Arab and Jew would 
be needed. That time is now.
Yemeni people, be proud of who you 
are. You are not Arab or Jew, but the 
seed of Abraham and the children of 
Queen Saba. You are Yemeni! You are 
the peacemakers of the world — not 
by might — but by your potential for 
interceding in the conflict and wel­
coming all believers in the One God to 
your country. Show that all can live 
together by your hospitality and by 
your buried artifacts and temples 
which are respected by all of God’s 
people.
Again, also be proud of your wise 
leaders and open your hearts and 
minds to the work of Allah, who want 
his children to live in peace. He will 
bless your land and bring you prosper­
ity!

Gary Vey 
garyvey@earthlink.net 

mailto:TRADE2US@AOL.COM
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Muslims in Britain: Integration Without Assimilation
By Karen Dabrowska

T
he story of two million 
Muslims in Britain is the 
story of many different 
communities - Pakistanis, 
Moroccans, Yemenis, 

Turks, Kurds, Somalis, Bosnians etc. 
It is the story of extreme wealth and 
poverty and undreamed of success as 
bus conductors from the Indian sub­
continent have worked their way into 
the record books of Britain’s - and 
even Europe’s - richest men. 
There are Saudi businessmen who live 
in £3 million mansions in Kensington 
and work from offices in Park Lane in 
central London. And there is the 
poverty of Lumb Lane which runs 
downhill from the Manningham dis­
trict of Bradford to the edge of the city 
centre, past crumbling properties and 
derelict mills. This is home to many of 
the city’s 55,000 Muslims, half of 
them under 16 who often live in 
crowded homes and attend over­
crowded schools from which they 
emerge without any qualifications. 
By the time Muslims arrived in 
Britain, the heyday of Islamic Europe 
was gone.
Historic settlements of Muslims in 
Great Britain date back at least 400 
years, although travellers during the 
days of the Ottoman Empire and 
Moorish Spain are likely to have also 
visited the British Isles. There is 
ample evidence of the odd Muslim 
sailors and/or Muslim servants from 
the Indian sub-continent of the British 
Empire arriving in Britain from the 
seventeenth century onwards. The 
recent discovery of a large consign­
ment of Islamic coins and artifacts on 
a sunken ship established the thriving 
trade between Elizabethan England 
and Morocco and it is quite possible 
that Muslim sailors from North Africa 
may also have settled in Britain like 
their Indian counterparts.
The earliest Muslim communities in 
Britain were mainly those of Yemeni 
seamen, known as lascars, who started 
settling in around port cities such as 
Tyneside, Liverpool and Cardiff 
around the middle of the 19th century. 
The early days of Islam in Britain owe 
much to the pioneering work of indi­
viduals, both Muslims and prominent 
English converts aided by funds from 
various Muslim monarchs.
The Shah Jehan mosque in Woking, 
established in 1889 by the Hungarian 
Dr Leitner, was the first purpose-built 
mosque m Britain. Sir Richard Burton, 
one of the few Westerners of the time 
with an empathy and understanding of 
Islam, and a great admirer of the con­
tribution Islamic science, mathematics 
and culture had made to human devel­
opment, described the building of the 
mosque as: ‘The beginning of an 
epoch of goodwill and understanding 
between two great religions, two great

empires - a recognition that truth takes 
many rich and varied forms’.
Around the same time, William Henry 
Quillan founded a mosque in 
Liverpool. In the capital, the East 
London Mosque was originally found­
ed in 1910 with the help of people 
such as Syed Amir Ali and the Aga 
Khan.
The mother of Britain’s mosques is 
undoubtedly the £6million Regent’s 
Park mosque in central London which 
was officially opened by King George 
VI in 1944. The 2.3 acres of site adja­
cent to Hanover Gate in Regent’s Park 
was presented as an unconditional gift 
from the British government to the 
Muslim community in Britain to 
enable it to build a mosque and an 
Islamic Cultural Centre and to conduct 
affairs pertaining to their faith. A 
Mosque Committee made up of 
prominent Muslim diplomats and 
Muslim residents in the United 
Kingdom gratefully accepted the gift 
which was intended mainly as a tribute 
to the thousands of Indian Muslim sol­
diers who had died defending the then 
British Empire, which at the time had 
more Muslim than Christian inhabi­
tants. Today there are nearly 700 
mosques in Britain.
The early Muslim communities con­
tinued to expand but it was not until 
the late 1950s and early 1960s that 
large scale immigration from 
Commonwealth countries started. The 
largest number of Muslim immigrants 
came from Pakistan and Bangladesh 
(either directly or by way of East 
Africa) along with sizeable groups 
from India, Cyprus, the Arab world, 
Malaysia, parts of Africa and else­
where.
The experience of Muslims arriving in 
Britain during that period was similar 
to that of other immigrants. Settling in 
towns and working in factories, they 
were among the unsung heroes of the 
post-war reconstruction of Britain. 
Some, like the Indians who were 
traders and professionals, laid the 
foundations for today’s burgeoning 
Muslim entrepreneurs.
The immigrants could be divided into 
three broad categories: those who 
came for economic reasons, those who 
fled for their lives from repressive 
regimes and those motivated by a 
combination of economic necessity 
and fear of persecution. The partition 
of British India into East and West 
Pakistan and the construction of the 
Mangla Dam Pakistan in the early 
1960s, which submerged 250 villages, 
was a powerful incentive to leave. The 
1970s saw the further settlement of 
Bengali Muslims and Turkish 
Cypriots following the 1974 partition 
of Cyprus. During the 1980s and 
1990s further groups of Muslims 
arrived in Britain mainly as refugees. 
They included Iraqis and Iranians, 
Afghans. Somalis, Eritreans, Kurds

and Bosnians.
At least a third and possibly even half 
of the Muslims in Britain were born in 
the country, and even the most san­
guine Muslim leaders admit there is no 
guarantee that all will want to be 
orthodox Muslims. How the genera­
tional change is handled will be cru­
cial in determining the character of 
Islam in Britain, as will the activities 
of local converts such as the former 
pop star Cat Stevens (now Yusuf 
Islam).
The determination to preserve and 
develop a religious, cultural and social 
heritage is demonstrated by the large 
number of mosques, cultural centers 
and Muslim organizations throughout 
the country.
London’s Central Mosque has the 
largest congregation in Britain on 
Friday’s. During festivals it may num­
ber over 15,000. There are several 
important groups such as the Union of 
Muslim Organizations, The World 
Muslim League, the UK Council of 
Imams and Mosques, The World Sufi 
Council, The Islamic Council of 
Europe, The World Islamic Mission, 
the UK Islamic Mission, The Islamic 
Guidance Society as well as some 
4000 small organizations concerned 
with local welfare and social activi­
ties.
Fostering links with the host society is 
the raison d’etre of the Council for the 
Advancement of Arab British 
Understanding (CAABU). There is 
also Anglo-Arab Association and the 
numerous ‘fan-clubs of various Arab 
and Muslim countries such as the 
Saudi British Society, the Anglo- 
Somali Association, the British Yemen 
society etc.
The Muslims contribute to most sec­
tions of the economy and are found in 
large numbers in the textile and cater­
ing industry, in small businesses and 
corner shops in the public service and 
in the professions.
They make substantial contributions 
as doctors in the National Health 
Service, as teachers in public and pri­
vate education and also as engineers 
and scientists. The Muslim business 
community is fast expanding in many 
centers and increasingly Muslims are 
becoming involved in political affairs, 
especially in local government where 
they are reaching the office of mayor. 
Britain one Muslim member of 
parliament, Mohammed Sarwar from 
Glasgow. While many Muslims are 
eager to enter mainstream British pol­
itics others have set up Britain’s 
Muslim Party. Apart from the settled 
Muslim community there has been a 
notable growth in the numbers of 
Arabs coming to Britain as business­
men, tourists and students and to seek 
medical treatment. The acquisition of 
property by Arabs from the oil-pro­
ducing countries has been most 
marked in London also the home of 
around 60 Arab, or Arab majority- 
owned banks. The Arab British 
Chamber of Commerce estimates that 
official Arab investment in Britain 
totals well over $60 billion. 
Mohammed Al Fayed’s purchase of 
the House of Fraser is the single 
largest investment. The Sultan of 
Brunei, one of the world’s richest men, 
has added the Dorchester Hotel to his 
long list of acquisitions and the 
Kuwait Investment Office, the 
Kuwaiti government’s foreign invest­
ment arm, has invested an estimated 
$15 billion in Britain.
There are two main Arab investors - 
official (governments) and privatindi- 
viduals and companies. Both concen­
trate on treasury bonds, stocks and 
shares and property. British exports to 
Muslim countries are now exceeding 
£22billion. This figure does not 
include invisible income, tourism, let­
ters of credit and defense equipment. 
In 1986 the British Tourist Authority 
noted that the number of Arab visitors 
to Britain reached 500,000. They were 
mainly from Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Egypt, Bahrain, stayed an average of 
16 nights and spent £1,350 each per 
visit - an amount well above the aver­
age for foreign visitors. Britain also 
welcomes many tourists from 
Pakistan, Nigeria and Turkey and the 
number of visitors from Arab and

Muslim countries continues to rise. 
During the 1970s the Iraqi Cultural 
Centre and the World of Islam Festival 
Trust helped put Arab and Islamic cul­
ture on London’s cultural map.
‘We were trying to redress the balance 
of prejudice and ignorance which has 
built up since Byzantine times’, the 
festival organizer, Alistair Duncan told 
The Yemen Times.
The festival was the first project of the 
World of Islam Festival Trust set up in 
1973 to promote understanding and 
appreciation of Islamic culture in the 
West.
Duncan believes that it was totally dif­
ferent from anything that had gone 
before because it was a ‘joint venture’ 
between British institutions, scholars 
and artists and their counterparts in 
Muslim countries.
‘It gave Muslim governments, aca­
demics and scholars a tremendous 
morale boast- here was their culture, 
their heritage being displayed in one 
of the cultural capitals of the world 
which had traditionally been consid­
ered unsympathetic towards Islam - 
and people loved it!’
After the festival the trust, which 
received over £2 million from Arab 
governments, continued promoting 
Islamic culture through exhibitions 
such as the Arabic Calligraphy exhibi­
tion and the Islamic Bookbinding 
Exhibition held at the Victoria & 
Albert Museum. Its publications 
include Mammluk Jerusalem and 
Sana’a: An Arabic Islamic city. The 
trust has also produced a video intro­
ducing Islamic culture to secondary 
school students.
Following the Lebanese civil war 
London emerged as a leading Arab 
media centre and art galleries, muse­
ums, book shops and educational insti­
tutions such as London University’s 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
continue to provide a penetrating flash 
of insight into Arab and Islamic cul­
ture.
But the publication of The Satanic 
Verses damaged relations between 
Britain’s Islamic communities and the 
host society. The sustained and color­

ful media coverage of the Satanic 
Verses issue and the methods used to 
defend the publication of the book and 
condemn its opponents, and often by 
extension, all Muslims) has produced 
an effect well known to students of 
racism, discrimination and bigotry. 
Victims are reconstructed as villains 
while the initiators and perpetrators 
and the causative factors leading to 
oppression, frustration and anger 
remain largely unaffected. 
The fact that UK law recognizes the 
concept of blasphemy but only with 
regard to Christianity was played 
down as was the overwhelming body 
of evidence from police reports, Home 
Office studies and evidence compiled 
by human rights groups that Muslims 
have suffered disproportionate and 
increasingly severe incidents of 
racism. There were also a lot of reser­
vations about the establishment of 
Muslim schools and there is still a 
reluctance to respect the wishes of 
Muslim parents to withdraw their chil­
dren from Christian collective wor­
ship.
Political events in the Middle East 
(Lebanon, the intifada, the Gulf War) 
as well as the tragic recent history of 
Bangladesh have given Muslims a 
high and generally negative profile.
Mohibur Rahman, President of the 
Federation of Islamic Societies in the 
UK and Eire, pointed out that Islam 
brought a new and vibrant civilization 
to Europe. ‘But 12 centuries on, its 
legacy remains mixed. While the 
architectural splendours of the 
Alhambra in Spain remains an endur­
ing monument a golden era, it is the 
Muslim victims of modern genocides 
in Bosnia and Kosovo that finds the 
deepest resonance amongst British 
Muslims. Watching their brethren 
being wiped away in Europe’s back 
yard has led prominent Muslims to 
wonder out loud when and if the same 
fate might befall them.
‘It is in this rather precarious environ­
ment that Muslims are growing up. 
Born and educated in Britain, an 
increasing number define their identi­
ty as British Muslims and see their

future in these isles. They genuinely 
want to make a positive contribution 
to wider society. But along the way 
there are going to be a number of chal­
lenges and setbacks not the least the 
Satanic Verses and the Gulf War.
‘Progress depends on a change in atti­
tude, Rahman concludes. ‘Wider soci­
ety must be sympathetic towards the 
needs of their Muslim citizens, toler­
ant of their differences and patient 
with some of the teething problems 
this young community is facing". 
In his 1993 speech to the Oxford 
Centre for Islamic studies which was a 
watershed in relations between 
Muslims and the host society, the 
Prince of Wales said :’We need to 
work harder to understand each other, 
to drain out any poison between us, 
and to lay the ghost of suspicion and 
fear to rest forever. The further down 
that road we can travel, the better the 
world that we shall create for our chil­
dren and for future generations’. 
The Imam of London’s Central 
Mosque, Sheikh Gamal Solaiman, 
believes that assimilation is not an 
option for Britain’s Muslims. ‘Let us 
all work for the welfare of Britain. I 
say to my own community now you 
are part parcel of British society, make 
every possible effort to understand 
British culture and project your image 
in a way which will be appreciated by 
the British. I call on non Muslims to 
make allowances for the diversity of 
cultural backgrounds and not make the 
mistake of judging Islam by any one 
person or group. Diversity reflects 
strength and confidence’.
But despite its achievements, contri­
butions to the host society and recog­
nition by the British establishment the 
Muslim community at the beginning 
of the 21st century finds itself at an 
important cross-roads. As the second- 
largest faith community - and the fast­
growing one- its young are growing 
increasingly aware of their Islamic 
identity. While many are becoming 
successful, the community as a whole 
remains one of the poorest in Britain 
in terms of wealth and the most vul­
nerable in terms of discrimination.
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Violence Against Women
Dr. Khadija AI.Haisami 
Sana’a University

N
owadays, Yemeni 
women have taken 
their share in econom­
ic, social, political, and 
cultural fields side by 

side with men. In fact, they entered 
into serious competition with men in 
these fields. Women struggled a lot to 
get their rights. However, this caused 
some kind of negative effects on the 
personal lives of some of those 
women. Studies indicate that one of 
the main reasons behind the increas­
ing rate of violence against women 
during the last 20 years is because 
women started to take new roles and 
positions in the society. Women’s role 
is no more looking after the house and 
children, but they are more involved 
in political, economical and cultural 
issues in the society. Law is lenient 
with those harassing women, because 
law is made and executed by men 
who never care about women’s rights. 
Women being beaten by husbands, 
fathers, brothers or any other relative, 
refuse to make official complaints in 
order not to get beaten further, and if 
a woman is seriously injured and 
taken to the doctor, she won’t give the 
real reasons of those injuries.
This is the case of women of the north 
and west of Yemen while those in the 
south and east of Yemen make com­
plaints at police stations against those 
who assaulted them regardless of how 
relative those people are to them. 
Thus it has become necessary to 
establish women police schools, the 
graduates of which would work in 
family protection administrations at 
police stations. This will encourage 
assaulted women all over the country 
to make complaints at police stations 
and know their complaints will not be 
ignored which will make men think 
twice assaulting them. One more

advantage of those administrations is 
to know the actual number of violence 
cases in the country.
Women police stations will enable 
women administrations to take legal 
measures against women committing 
crimes, investigating their cases and 
providing them with their needs.

Other aspects of violence against 
women in Yemen
The issue of violence against women 
is a huge subject that cannot be cov­
ered in few pages, but I will try to be 
brief. Unlike men, women, especially 
in rural areas are deprived of their 
rights in many things and mainly their 
right in education. Their roles remain 
limited to work in farms and houses. 
In cities, violence against women is 
not totally eliminated but it is less. 
Part of our traditions involves other 
types of violence like forcing a 12 or 
13 year old girl to marry somebody 
who is a lot older than her without 
even being previously informed. 
Another form of violence is that when 
a girl is forced to marry the brother of 
the wife of her brother as some kind 
of exchange and when a couple want 
to get divorced, the other couple must 
get divorced even if that was against 
their will. Some women in rural areas 
are forced to leave their inheritance to 
their brothers which contradicts with 
Islamic rules, only for the desire not 
to split the inheritance and leave in 
the hand of the brother.
Arbitrary divorce which is another 
type of violence against women, 
when a man-divorces his wife without 
even informing her and ignoring his 
responsibility towards the children. In 
this respect, a campaign against vio­
lence against women was first 
launched in Beirut, in December 5, 
1999. The campaign was organized 
by the Committee for Resisting 
Violence Against Women, Arab 
Court. The campaign aimed at chang­

ing the personal status laws that give 
men the right to divorce their wives 
without informing them. The cam­
paign was preceded by a media cam­
paign to aware mass media of this 
issue and how it threatens families.

Difficulties and Impediments
The absence of policies and pro­
grams related to violence against 
women.
Those involved in violence 
against women do not get pun­
ished.
No family guidance centers to 
which assaulted women can seek 
support.
High illiteracy rate among 
Yemeni women and men.
Scarcity of financial resources 
allocated for educational institu­
tions and research centers respon­
sible of the issue of violence 
against women.
Absence of supervision and con­
trol on implementation of laws 
regarding women and children.

We find that dominating concepts of 
Yemenis towards women are limiting 
women’s roles and depriving them 
from the rights assured for them in 
Islam, such as the right to learn and 
the right of choosing a husband.
Violence against women is a heritage 
of the ancient times in Our Arab 
world. Violence against women has 
always been under different political, 
social, economic and cultural titles 
and has taken different forms. Women 
suffer from the consequences of eco­
nomic changes taking place in the 
world.
To conclude, men must understand it 
is not for them to give or take, God 
and Islam have honored women and 
stressed on the importance of the 
women’s role, so men cannot just 
ignore all that and continue this dirty 
game of violence.
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Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

1. What to Say
Mujib: Good Morning, doctor. Today is the first

day of the English new year. Wish you a 
happy new year.

Dr. Kumar: Good morning. Wish you the same. May the 
new year being peace and prosperity to you.

Mujib: Thank you, doctor. Are these greeting cards
in your hands?

Dr. Kumar: Yes. Some of my friends and students who 
stay outside Sana’a have conveyed their 
new year’s greetings and messages.

Mujib: Is it a common practice in your country to
exchange greeting cards on occasion of the 
new year?

Dr. Kumar: That’s right. Particularly among the young 
masses, it is fairly common these days. In 
fact, in India the postal department faces a 
very tough task clearing the spate of 
greeting cards on the new year eve.

Mujib: What, really, is the significance of the new
year’s day?

Dr. Kumar: Well, it marks the beginning of a new 
calendar. That is its surface value. But it has 
a deeper significance. It urges us to look 
within, introspect and analyze onwards so 
as to discover our strengths and 
shortcomings.

Mujib: I think that’s a very important message for
all of us.

Dr. Kumar: Yes. It whispers to us to look up and march 
forward with renewed zeal, interest, and 
commitment. It inspires us to be a man of 
action and the master of our destiny, not a 
mere passive onlooker of days and months 
and years roll by.

Mujib: Oh. Yes.
Dr. Kumar: If you don’t fritter away your time and 

promise to make something new and 
beautiful, that is the real celebration of the 
new year’s day. Do you agree?

Mujib: I do. I promise, I shall try hard for making
everyday a new year’s Day.

Dr. Kumar: Insha Allah. May Allah’s choicest blessings 
be showered on you.

Mujib: Thank you, doctor.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences.
1. Because he is intelligent, therefore, everybody likes 

him.

2. I was reading the newspaper, at that times Najib came 
to me .

3. Both Zia and Ridhwan are beautiful.
4. Two weeks have passed since I have seen him.
5. I took the medicine that I might get well.

Answers to last week’s questions:
1. I shall take care of you because you are my younger 

brother.
2. He had hardly seen me when he came running to me.
3. I will die someday as all men are mortal.
4. No sooner did we reach the stadium than it started 

raining.
5. Maqbool was not in a good mood, so I didn’t talk to 

him.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Study of ancient monuments.
2. Language which has lost its currency of use.
3. A group of small islands.
4. Person who draws plans for buildings.
5. Place for keeping old, historical records.

Answers to last week’s questions:
1. Natural ability to acquire knowledge or skill: aptitude
2. Building with an artificial pond for keeping and 

showing living fish: aquarium
3. Plants or animals growing or living in water: aquatic
4. Land suitable for ploughing: arable
5. Settlement of dispute by a judge: arbitration

IV. Use the following phrases in sentences:
Look into, look for, look at, look + adjective, look like, 
look forward to.

Answers to last week’s questions:
1. Do you like working on the farm?

Not really. I’m not used to the smell.
2. Do you like living with Ahmad?

Not really. I’m not used to his bad habits.
3. Does your sister like living so close to the airport?

Not really! She is not used to the noise.
4. Do the children like the new houses?

Not really. They are not used to the city life

V. Words of Wisdom
“Books are a guide in youth and an 

entertainment for age”
—Jeremy Colier

YOUTH FORUM
Yemeni Traditions & Women
Any society has its own customs and 
traditions. Some are good and some 
are bad according to the members’ 
beliefs. Personally, I admire some of 
my society customs.
People at Kabbaita, Taiz gover­
norate, are half-sophisticated. This 
village lacks many of the basic pub­
lic services such as electricity, water, 
education ........ etc. However, the
people there are kind and generous. 
This can be seen as there are strong 
ties relating the people together. 
Relatives visit each other during Eid 
festivals, eat together, laugh together, 
and have lots of fun. During their 
free time, some go to high mountains 
to enjoy sightseeing and some sit 
together and chew qat.

All in all is good and each one sym­
pathizes with the other. However, 
still there is a belief which I view as 
bad and unfair. People believe that 
daughters are not as good as sons. 
They feel bad and sometimes 
become angry when their wives give 
births to females. I wonder how peo­
ple dare to think in this way. They 
should remember that women are the 
reason behind their existence on 
earth. Also during wedding party 
people stop the bride on the way to 
the bridegroom’s house to give her 
money almost three times. Upon 
arriving, the bridegroom stops his 
bride and slaughters sheep on her 
feet believing that in this way he will 
be in overall control over their life in 
the future. Thus, this society has also

such funny traditions.
Talking about free time, women have 
less than men because they have to 
help husbands in farms and fields 
and have to cook and feed cattle and 
milk them. This is really hard for 
women because they have to get up 
very early in the morning to prepare 
all these things before breakfast.
Family members just get up when 
everything is ready by the mother. 
All of them then go to work in fields 
and .farms. Such kind of life is cer­
tainly very difficult and tiresome for 
women who bear most of the hard­
ships so as to maintain the family 
struggle for existence.

Intessar Mohammed 
Sana’a

Human Rights in Islam
Hazaa Al-Yosfi
Judge

H
uman rights have 
always been the focal 
point of all religions, 
recently, an increasing 
area of international 

interest is being given to human 
rights. Many countries around the 
globe, have written those rights in 
deeds and committed themselves to 
practice them. Those human rights 
formula were derived from the west­
ern concept of democracy, that’s why 
they’ve had no connections with reli­
gions. The West say that those 
announcements and deeds of human 
rights were originated in western

countries who will insist on having 
those deeds and announcements prac­
ticed by all other countries and all 
constitutions have to be reformulated 
according to those deeds and 
announcements. Moslems see human 
rights as part of their religion that can 
not be isolated from the rest. They 
believe that God has given those rights 
to all people whether they were 
Moslems, Christians, Jews or Pagan 
and no human can be deprived from 
those rights. All religions have includ­
ed rules aimed at achieving the inter­
ests of people; maintaining the rights 
to think, to learn, to marry, to have 
children, to ,work and many other 
rights. Difference between religion 
terms and human terms is due to secu­
larism which is chosen to be a way of 
living in many western countries. 
Those differences can be summarized 
in the following:

- All divine laws prohibit adultery, 
while some western laws allow it say­
ing that it is a right of both man and 
woman to have sexual intercourse 
with no need for being married if they 
are content with it.
- All divine laws prohibit homosexual­
ity, while some in the west are trying 
to pass laws allowing males to marry 
other males and females other 
females.
Islam is distinguished for having other 
rules for:
- Prohibiting alcoholic drinks,
- having women covering their hair.
To conclude, all religions consider 
human rights as essential parts of their 
bodies, but all those religions and the 
different groups of people on earth 
have their own characteristics and 
peculiarities, so one version of human 
rights prepared in one place may not 
fit people in another.

Continued from page 3

YT Person of the year
Q: Does Yemen comply with the 
international conventions to which 
it has already ratified?
A: Actually, the obligations provided 
within international human rights 
instruments are more binding to States 
than their local legislation to that 
effect. In other words, if it is found 
that a particular law is inconsistent 
with international conventions of 
human rights to which the country is a 
signatory, it shall be deemed essential 
to amend or abolish such law to 
ensure that it goes in line with the 
standing international rules.
Yemen has adopted a number of inter­
national conventions related to human 
rights, such as the political, economic, 
labor, women and children rights, as 
well as the protection the environ­
ment. In my opinion, the implementa­
tion of such international instruments 
is dependent upon the extent to which 
people are acquainted with these inter­
national principles, and the level to 
which these public convictions are 
reflected in actions and behaviors.
People should devote stronger efforts 
to defend their rights that have been 
defined by all local laws and interna­
tional conventions. In Yemen, for 
example, we notice the scarcity of 
cases in which a court of law would 
refer to an international instrument in 
investigating any of human rights. 
Unfortunately, many of these officials 
are not really convinced that these 
international conventions have any 
legal power at the local level.
A recommended approach would be 
based on making thorough compar­
isons between local legislation and 
international conventions. Through 
this process, any inconsistencies in the 
local laws with international consen­
sus would be uncovered. The next 
step should be that of increasing pub­
lic awareness of these international 
agreements.
In Hritc, we believe that there is much 
work to do. On this basis, the Center 
organizes a variety of training ses­
sions and workshops to inform people 
of these international conventions and 
global human rights. Furthermore, we 
have conducted appraising activities 
to clarify the points of agreement and 
differences between local laws and 
international instruments, hoping that 
this activity will accomplish the 
desired results.

Q: What is the role of Hritc in main­
streaming Yemeni press toward 
promoting awareness of human 
rights?
A: Hritc plays a major role in human 
rights education among all sectors of 
the society, through conducting train­
ing and documentation activities for 
media institutions and individual jour­
nalists. The Center mainly sets a com­
mon framework of activities that 
brings together all parts of the society. 
The role of media is indispensable for 
the realization of human rights. 
Therefore, Hritc has published “Our 
Rights” magazine on a regular basis 
since 1999 to be the first Yemeni mag­
azine specialized in the field of human 
rights. In addition, the Center publish­
es periodicals & brochures entitled 
“Know Your Rights”, highlighting a 
particular right of citizens. These peri­
odicals are distributed all over the 
country free of charge. Moreover, the 
Center has many distinguished books 
and researches on the field of human 
rights.
Hritc has succeeded in establishing 
firm relationships with different gov­
ernment and non-government media 
institutions. They are vital partners in 
broadening the outreach of the 
Center’s activities, and programs. We 
disseminate information widely 
around the country, with the help of 
media, TV and radio institutions that 
have large audiences in different parts 
of the country.
In order to facilitate such outreach, the 
Center has organized a very important 
training course for journalists on 
means of spreading human rights 
principles. The beneficiaries have 
obtained formal guidance to how best 
they could present such issues to peo­
ple in an acceptable and transparent 
way. More than fifty journalists from

different media institutions have 
attended the event. And now we do 
have real friends who are willing to 
spread these principles and to advo­
cate human rights at their ends.

Q: Many foreign organizations 
release annual reports on human 
rights situation in Yemen. Do you 
have any comment on them?
A: Yemen is in crucial need for more 
exclusive and accurate reports on the 
state of human rights that truly reflect 
the pros and cons of the situation. 
Unfortunately, the only reports that 
are being issued are international 
ones, such as Amnesty International, 
U.S Human Rights Watch, and United 
Nations Reports on issues like chil­
dren, women and environment.
These reports are either exclusive or 
inaccurate in connection with such 
areas as refugees and labor conditions, 
which require specialized researches. 
Moreover, local NGOs still lack the 
sufficient capacities to conduct such 
researches on the issue. Therefore, I 
do believe it is of crucial importance 
to encourage and support local organ­
izations to achieve the required accu­
racy and transparency standards, since 
they are closer to sources of correct 
information and are more likely to 
reflect the true image of the problems 
pertaining to human rights.
In Yemen, human rights reports are 
still widely underestimated. 
Furthermore, neither local NGOs nor 
formal institutions do have the 
required capacities to commission 
reports on the current situation or in 
response to the published reports on 
the issue. Therefore, more formal 
training is needed for those institu­
tions to achieve better performance on 
the issue.
Through reading some of the available 
current and previous reports, I have 
often come across many exaggera­
tions, which clearly demonstrate the 
lack of independent attitudes. 
Therefore, these reports should not be 
taken for granted to ensure that these 
reports would independently help 
redress oppression and maintain jus­
tice. This role can only be fulfilled 
through independent organs that are 
capable of seeing and reflecting the 
reality of the situation.

Q: What are the outstanding future 
activities of Hritc?
A: Our plan for the year 2001 is the 
outcome of a long-term experience of 
the Center. As such, we will continue 
to stress on achieving the goal of pro­
moting human rights principles 
through a number of activities. The 
Center has gained wide recognition 
and is known of its truthfulness and 
respect, as described by the Report of 
the U.S Department of State on 
human rights.
This general opinion about our Center 
encourages us to devote stronger 
efforts. We seek to improve the accu­
racy of our activities, and to target the 
most influential proportion of the 
society in our training activities to 
those who are capable of conveying 
the message of human rights princi­
ples to others, like judges, lawyers, 
journalists, and kindergarten teachers. 
With regards to publications, we will 
work on another Arab and

International annual publication con­
taining high-level academic studies on 
human rights, besides Our Rights 
magazine. There is a tentative agree­
ment on this publication with the Arab 
program at the International Institute 
for Human Rights in Strasbourg, 
France.
At another level, the Center will begin 
its monthly forum, which will bring 
together a number of local lecturers in 
its premises in Taiz. It will be a very 
good opportunity for people to meet 
on a regular basis to discuss issues 
concerning one of their rights.
The Center has also launched its new 
web site on the Internet, 
www.hritc.com, the first electronic 
magazine that carries important infor­
mation on human rights in Yemen. We 
hope that this ambitious plan of elec­
tronic web site will be supported to 
become a comprehensive source of 
information for all researchers on the 
subject. And I praise the efforts that 
have been devoted by many partners 
and friends who are interested in our 
success and continuation.

Q: How do you find working with 
government and other civil society 
organizations?
A: As a civil society organization 
based in Yemen, we need to build pan­
els of cooperation with all concerned 
parties in the society in order to 
achieve our common goals. In the 
field of human rights, it is impossible 
to work alone. Therefore, partnership 
is a necessity, yet independence must 
be maintained.
Since the beginning of our operation, 
we have encouraged all interested 
partners from both the government 
and civil society organizations to join 
our efforts to promote human rights in 
Yemen. However, our goals are clear 
and are not subject to change and 
camouflage on the basis of interest of 
pressure. We do meet with others for 
the sake of realizing our center’s 
humanitarian goals.
We have built excellent cooperation 
with government bodies, such as the 
National Supreme Committee of 
Human Rights, Prisons Authority, and 
Ministry of Interior, as well as with 
civil society organizations and NGOs 
in Yemen. And we are proud to be 
friends of all these parties.

Q: What about cooperation at the 
international level?
A: We have succeeded in establishing 
international and regional coopera­
tion. We exchange information and 
joint activities with important Arab 
organizations in Egypt, Tunis, 
Morocco, Lebanon, Palestine and 
Jordan. Also, we deal with many 
organizations at the international 
level, such as in France, U.S.A., and 
Canada.
Furthermore, we have organized with 
some of the above-mentioned organi­
zations joint activities out of Yemen. 
Needless to reiterate that many of the 
Center’s Consultative Board members 
are well-known and influential 
human rights activists of different 
nationalities. They monitor the activi­
ties of the Center, and advise on future 
plans. The Board includes important 
figures from France, Egypt, Palestine, 
Tunis, Sudan...etc.

http://www.hritc.com


12 January 1st, 2001

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHANGE OF NAME
Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT OUR PARENT COMPANY CANADIAN OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM LIMITED, AN INTERNATIONAL OIL, GAS, ENERGY, AND CHEMICALS COMPANY WHICH IS HEADQUARTERED IN CALGARY, CANADA, HAS CHANGED ITS NAME TO NEXEN INC.
AS A RESULT OF THIS CHANGE, OUR OPERATIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN WILL NO LONGER BE CONDUCTED UNDER THE NAME CANADIAN OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM YEMEN.WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL BE CONDUCTING BUSINESS IN THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN AS:

Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen

CANADIAN NEXEN PETROLEUM YEMEN AS THE OPERATOR OF THE 
MASILA BLOCK ON BEHALF OF OURSELVES, AND OUR PARTNERS 
OCCIDENTAL PENINSULA AND CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS 
INTERNATIONAL, LOOKS FORWARD TO CONTINUED SUCCESS IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF YEMEN.

ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF CHANGE 

OF NAME
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In the Memory of 
Aziza Al-Saqqaf

T
welve days 
ago, we said 
goodbye to 
Aziza Al- 
Saqqaf, the 

wife of Dr. Abdulaziz Al- 
Saqqaf, and the compas­
sionate and loving mother 
whom not many people 
knew of, but who had lived 
her life resembling an ideal 
example for all the Yemeni 
women of today. Aziza 
passed away on 
Wednesday, December 20, 
2000 after suffering from a 
brain hemorrhage causing
her to go into a 4-day coma, and eventually leading to her death. Family mem­
bers, friends, and all who knew her were shocked and saddened by her demise. 
“It seems that she missed her husband a lot, and it was time they meet again, ” 
said Nadia Al-Saqqaf, her younger daughter who stayed beside her in this dif­
ficult time.
In honor of Aziza Al-Saqqaf’s contribution and spectacular life, we as Yemen 
Times, dedicate this page to her memory, which will live with us forever.

Aziza with her children: Walid (left) Haifa (top) Nadia 
(bottom left) and Raydan. Photo taken in 1981

A
ziza
A l s a q q a f 
was born in 
1953 in 
Alhadharem 

village in the governorate of 
Taiz. There she lived with 
here family and studied in 
the village school. In 1971 
she married the late 
Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
founder of Yemen Times,
and moved to Sana’a. For a few years 
she dedicated her self solely to her 
children. In 1978 she followed her 
husband to the United States of 
America, where he was studying for 
the PhD. There she acquired the 
equivalent of high school education. 
Once back from the USA she began 
her higher education in the 
Department of English language of 
Sana'a University’s Faculty of 
Education. She graduated in 1985 as a 
teacher of English language. 
Following her graduation she joined 
the Humphry program for one year. In 
this program she gained the experi­

ence in teaching English as a second 
language for beginners. In 1986 she 
began her carrier in teaching first in 
Asma girls school and the in Khawla 
girls high school. In 1994 she was 
mandated from the ministry of educa­
tion to her village as head of the 
Hadharem Women’s Rehabilitation 
Center for one year. After this success­
ful mission she went back to her job as 
an educator and teacher. She contin­
ued her career while participating in 
many social events with her husband 
the late Prof. Abdulaziz Alsaqqaf 
until she passed away on the 20th of 
December 2000.

Dinner with a some Yemeni personalities and foreign dignitaries

With husband (2nd from left) and a Chinese friends

In a group photo (third row from bottom, second from left) with his Majesty 
Prince Ai-Hassan bin Talal of Jordan

The Fallen Star
T

he Yemen Times has car­
ried the sad news of the 
sudden death of Lady 
Aziza Al-Saqqaf. Those 
who knew the late Dr.

Abdulaziz Yassin Al-Saqqaf and his 
late wife Aziza Al-Saqqaf, two 
cousins who enlightened our life with 
their ubiquitous presence among us 
yesteryears, would understand how 
the two couples made great difference 
in the life of many who of those who 
knew them as friends, as relatives, as 
neighbors, as teachers in classrooms, 
as charitable citizens and as benefici­
aries of their kindness and knowl­
edge. Aziza, the scholar, the educator, 
the mother, the mentor and the role 
model of all women of her generation 
was and is a unique example that 
must emulated. I have known her as 
a scholar, an educator and a peer who 
in her own right earned international 
recognition and respect. She was a 
Humphry Scholar when she was 
selected as a life member of the 
American University in Washington 
and a distinguished member of the 
American Association of Women 
University Professors. She never 
missed an opportunity to serve others

and charitable causes. She impressed 
those who knew her as a brilliant and 
a diligent research fellow. She com­
pleted her educational career from 
elementary to university in a record 
time of 12 years. She graduated at the 
top of her cohort and peers. Yet she 
was an unassuming, modest, humble 
and loyal wife to one of the most suc­
cessful scholar-husband. Those of us 
who were associated with her late 
husband know that his wife was the 
stronghold and unwavering support 
behind his scholarly investment.
Aziza was a partner who shared her 
success with her family members and 
posterity. She produced four college 
students and graduates men and 
women who are prime examples in 
their own right.
Aziza the little girl from a small vil­
lage in Qaryat Al-Hadharem, Turbat 
al-Hujarriya, the citadel of the Al- 
Saqqafs, broke the ceiling glass of 
gender difference to become an inter­
nationally renown woman and an 
example of a great dedicated lady 
behind a great man. She fulfilled her 
role as a mother and emulated her 
ancestors such as Lady Fatima, the 
beloved Daughter of Prophet

Mohammed 
(PBUH)and Lady 
Aisha the Companion 
and Trusted Wife of 
Prophet Mohammed 
(PBUH). She often 
intimated to me these 
were the women who 
influenced her life and
career. As one of her mentors when 
she was a student and a fellow in the 
United States that she dreamed that 
her life should be measured by her 
ability to raise her children, establish 
a school and share her knowledge and 
skills with the most deprived Yemeni 
women and children.
She has fulfilled her dreams, but her 
journey was cut short suddenly when 
she was taken from among us by the 
Will of Allah who promised her a 
rewarding life in Paradise in the here­
after. She is today beside the great 
women of Islam and most of them 
beside her Grand Father, Prophet 
Mohammed and His Beloved Family 
in Paradise. That was her dream and 
that was her destiny. Her legacy is her 
modesty, her humility and her undi­
minished love for all of us who knew 
her. I am sure her family will miss

her as we do, but the Saqqafs must be 
proud of her as a woman who was 
destined to be great and will be 
remembered to be so for a long time. 
Aziza, we will miss you. You have 
achieved in your short life with us 
what we could not achieve despite the 
opportunity in our hands. You ful­
filled your dreams and struggle to 
improve the life of your gender.
May we be cherished by your good 
memories and love as a mother, as a 
sister and as a relative of many of us. 
May Allah (SWAT) accept you in his 
kingdom amongst the good-doers and 
most-pious servants who tried to 
serve Him in this life and hereafter in 
death equally. Amen

Dr. Ahmed A. Moen
Professor of International Health 

and Development
Howard University, Washington, DC

At work in Khawla bint Al-Azwar High School
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Law of Associations - Backward
Jamal-Addin 
Al-Adimi 
Advocate

T
 he campaigns aroused 
about the constitutional 
amendments, draft law of 
the police authority and 
demonstrations law were 

about to finish when another cam­
paign on the draft law of associations 
and public organizations started. The 
latter and 40 of its articles were dis­
cussed in a parliamentary session 
before Ramadan. It is believed that the 
Parliament would hold another session 
after Ramadan to discuss the remain­
der articles.

Stripped of Its Value
The draft law of associations and pub­
lic organizations, appeared too late, 
had been discussed by many local and 
international organizations. However, 
it was perverted and had many imped­
iments that threaten working for non­
governmental organizations. Those 
who prepared this draft law deleted 
many articles that were included in the 
draft law that was prepared in cooper­
ation with international organizations. 
These indicate the government’s insin­
cerity, lurking, mistrust and disrespect 
towards associations.
Article No (57) in the constitution 
ensures people the freedom of organ­
izing, establishing and unrestricted 
membership in public associations 
where they organize themselves 
according to their own regulations. 
Public associations are of the civilian 
contracts that must not be harassed by 
the state in any way.
The state must not hinder them from 
being established, developed or from 
practicing their role in developing the 
society. The law must be confined to 

organizing registration of associations 
in the concerned authority, moreover, 
it must leave the organizational mat­
ters to associations themselves. In case 
of differences within them, they must 
be resoluted by the judicature, not by 
the Ministry of Social Insurance.

Ascendancy
The texts of the draft law of associa­
tions and public organizations includ­
ed a number of shortcomings such as 
contradiction between texts of articles, 
inaccuracy of drafting, ambiguity and 
generalization of its phrases and refer­
ring most of essential issues to the 
executive bill. This allows the govern­
ment to dominate the associations and 
exert restrictions upon them to prevent 
them from foreign financing. It also 
authorizes the Ministry of Social 
Insurance to dominate associations, 
intervene in their affairs, restrict their 
domains and effect penalties upon 
their members.

A Series of Penalties
The danger of the draft law, now being 
discussed in the Parliament, lies in a 
number of articles that include severe 
penalties.
Articles No. 68 and 69 state that 
imprisonment for six months or a year 
or penalty of paying a fine of 1000 
rials applies to: any member who 
invites or allows non-member of the 
general assembly to attend its discus­
sions or to be one of its directors or 
managers. These penalties are also 
applicable to any person who endites, 
presents, holds documents or registers 
that include false information with 
knowledge beforehand. Those penal­
ties are also true of anyone in the asso­
ciation, who deliberately gives infor­
mation to unconcerned authorities or 
deliberately conceals accounts needed 
as a proof by the law.
All those who set off an activity of any 

association or organization not publi­
cized yet, or practice an activity con­
tradicting objectives of the association 
or spend the association’s welfare in 
activities that do not serve its purpos­
es or speculate its welfare to his own 
account or to the account of the asso­
ciation are liable to suffer the same 
penalty. These penalties also include 
the following: any person who takes 
part in continuing activity of an asso­
ciation that had been dissolved by a 
decree or any one who collects unlaw­
ful donations from public or any per­
son who uses facilities of the associa­
tion in purposes other than those pur­
poses they are meant for.
Article No. 70 of the draft law states 
that any violator of the law or the 
executive bill, not existing yet and 
which might complicate the public 
work further, would be severely penal­
ized.

More Penalties
Article No. 71 entitled the judicature 
to inflict most severe penalty on any 
violator of the law, whether that penal­
ty was in the Criminal Law or in other 
laws. Furthermore, article No 77 pro­
hibits the Board of Directors of the 
association from collective donations 
unless the general assembly agrees on 
that. This article nullifies the role of 
the administrative board which was 
originally authorized by the general 
assembly itself, restricts the associa­
tion’s right of gathering donations to 
support its activities by accrediting the 
bill to specify conditions and methods 
of collecting those donations.

The unreasonable and severe penalties 
of those texts show clearly the danger 
encountering associations. Moreover, 
there are other articles in the draft law 
that reveal insincerity of the executive 
authority towards associations’ activi­
ties and those in charge of them. All 

those indications arouse many ques­
tions about removal of articles in the 
original law before it’s being approved 
by the Ministers Council and present­
ed to Parliament in it present form.

Difficulties of Establishing An 
Association
The Ministry of Insurance is swagger­
ing that the draft law was prepared in 
cooperation with the Consultative 
Council of Laws of Non-profit 
Establishments. The council is located 
in the American capital Washington. 
Although the Ministry had conserva­
tion about the law at that time, it 
removed many articles like the ones 
related to definition of associations 
and private foundations, the number of 
people in the original law was 7 while 
in the amended law it rose to 41. 
Undoubtedly, this exaggerated number 
aimed at hindering establishing asso­
ciations. Many enhanced laws in 
developed countries stipulate no more 
than 7 persons to establish an associa­
tion.
In term No. 5 of article No. 4, the draft 
law stipulates that there must be finan­
cial supervision system on associa­
tions. This may constitute an obstacle 
for associations in case, the executive 
bill put conditions, if not abided by, 
will impede the work of associations. 
Article No. 9, too, stipulates that any 
person wanting to establish an associ­
ation must fill in an application form 
to the Ministry of Insurance or con­
cerned office and take a receipt of the 
application. This article did not indi­
cate what to be done in case the min­
istry turned down the application, doc­
uments or refused to give a receipt of 
the application. It also did not mention 
if submission of applications is limited 
to the Ministry of Insurance or to its 
offices in the governorates. This sys­
tem, though took the form of registra­
tion and not giving them permits, had 

restricted the procedures of registra­
tion and popularization. These restric­
tions made the registration system 
more complicated than the system of 
granting permits. This gives the 
General Administration the right to 
hamper establishing associations pre­
maturely. Generally, we can say that if 
the draft law was approved as it is 
now, it would limit the right given to 
the people by the Constitution to 
establish associations and it would 
make all private associations and 
organizations penalized if they do not 
please the government, specially those 
working in the field of human rights.

Only The Government Deserves 
Foreign Aids
Article No. 24 of the draft law pro­
hibits associations from getting for­
eign finance. This article contradicts 
the laws of the UN that state that asso­
ciations must not be prevented from 
practicing work and getting foreign 
financial support. Furthermore, it 
would terminate many civil society 
organizations and this what the author­
ity is aiming at by including such a 
useless text in the law. So, why does 
the government accept foreign finance 
to all the projects that must be carried 
out by it and prohibits associations 
from receiving such international aid 
to support their activities for develop­
ing the society ? Why does the gov­
ernment prevent the associations from 
making international or foreign rela­
tions? The answer is simply to termi­
nate the activities of those associa­
tions.

More Moral Stipulations
Besides all the impediments and con­
ditions mentioned above, there are 
more restrictions, conditions and 
impediments that aim at making the 
General Administration a supervision 
authority on establishing associations. 

This includes annual supervision of 
the registration system and changing it 
to a permit granting system. By this it 
controls granting, refusing, renewing 
and refusing to renew permits to asso­
ciations.
Moreover, there are also articles that 
restrict the association’s right to 
choosing their members. There are 
articles in the draft law that give the 
General Administration the right to 
interfere in specifying, modifying and 
amending objectives or charter of the 
associations, to classify associations 
into different kinds, to modify and 
withdraw resolutions of associations 
or object to appointing of particular 
managers in it.
All those impediments need a firm 
stance by all civil society organiza­
tions and politicians. All must work 
hard on not approving the draft law in 
its present form. Otherwise we will 
wake up, too late, to see that the 
General Administration had aborted 
civil society organizations that attempt 
to develop the society and defend its 
rights.

Responsibility of the Parliament
The Parliament must undertake its 
responsibilities for amending the draft 
law to conform to the constitutional 
right given to the people in uncondi­
tioned establishing of associations 
because Yemen has many commit­
ments towards universal declaration of 
human rights and international con­
ventions and agreements. Besides, 
Yemen has commitments that it had 
promised to fulfill in the Evolving 
Democracies Conference, held last 
year, such as supporting civil society 
organizations. The latest commitment 
was made to the UN resolution that 
states that the rich countries must sup­
port in developing the poor ones. 
However, the present draft law pre­
vents Yemen from this support.
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Al-Hadi Mosque:
Unique Islamic Architecture

Tawfeek 
al-Shara’abi 
Yemen Times 
Sa’adah

S
a’adah is considered to be 
one of the most important 
historical cities distin­
guished for its archeologi­
cal sites and unique archi­

tecture. Its strong historical wall was 
very well-known. There are about 16 
mosques in Sa’adah constituting a per­
fect example of the historical Islamic 
architecture, the biggest and most 
important, famous and ancient of 
which being the Imam al-Hadi 
mosque. Imam al-Hadi’s real name is Yahya bin al- 
Hussain bin al-Kasem who was the founder of the 
Zaidiah dynasty in Yemen and the most famous per­
sonality in the Yemeni history.
The mosque was established late in the end of the third 
century Hejira, when Imam al-Hadi dreamt, according

to some historians, in one 
night a light twinkling at 
that place, in the center of 
Sa’adah town.
al-Hadi used to live in the 
old city of Sa’adah located 
below Telmass mountain. 
However, he passed away 
before finishing the 
mosque. His sons contin­
ued building the mosque. 
The size of the mosque at 
the time was from al- 
Hadi’s doom in the South 
and to Ahmad bin 
Kasem’s doom in the East 
and from that of al-Mahdi 
Ali bin Mohammed in the 
west and to his famous 
mihrab called “al- 
Mua’akher” in the North. 
The mosque built by Imam 
al-Hadi was partially cov­
ered and decorated at 45m in length and 8m in width. 
There are 28 pillars and 84 arches in this portion of the 
mosque.
al-Mua’akher was renovated by Imam al-Mahdi Ali 
bin Mohammed dubbed by Imam al-Abed and Emir 
Shams al-Din who is the son of Imam Sharaf al-Din. 
The former expanded the mosque when he came to 
Sa’adah and stayed from 751-753. He established the 
dooms over the tombs of his grandfathers. He also re­
built the 28m hermitage during the reign of Imam and 
judge Abdullah bin Hassan al-Dwari according to 
instructions of Imam al-Abed al-Mahdi Ali bin 
Mohammed. The latter renovated for the second time 
the front part of the mosque according to orders of his

father Sharaf al- 
Din. The front 
part was 
expanded 45m 
in length and 
18m in width. In 
this part 72 pil­
lars and 99 arch­
es were also set 
up. There are 
two wards each 
33m in length 
and 10m width 
one to the East 
and the other to 
the West and the 
50m hermitage 
is in the middle. 
Corners were 
built at the west 
side where 
buildings were 
set up and were 
often used for 
setting people’s 
disputes as 
courts during 
the reign of 
K a s i m i a h 
dynasty. These 
were set up by 
Emir Sharaf al- 
Din.
The decorations, 
marvelous, eye­
catching designs 
and unique and 
rare penmanship 
makes everyone 
but stand in rev­
erence and awe 
of this rare and 
unique beauty. 
Upon finishing 
these renova­

tions the Imam Sharaf al-Din sent a gratitude poem to 
his son Emir Shams al-Din which was inscribed on the 
walls fixed up by Emir Shams in the mosque.
As for the ancient water basins and “Madaah” meaning 
water channels for animals in the past, they were estab­
lished by Judge Abdullah Hassan al-Durari according 
to instructions of al-Mahdi Ali bin Mohammed. New 
water closets were built in their place. A library was set 
up in the second floor. A big water tank for drinking is 
still there until now.
Worth mentioning is that a well 
was dug up in the eastern side of 
the mosque to provide the 
mosque and other areas with 
water. However it frequently 
breaks down due to poor main­
tenance and attention. Next to 
this well there is also quite a big 
yard belonging to the mosque.

Imam al-Hadi Mosque, 
Ancient Islamic University: 
al-Imam al-Hadi mosque is an 
Islamic university based accord­
ing to a clear strong basis of 
clear thought and jurisprudence. 
Many a scholar and intellectual 
have graduated from this uni­
versity. Graduates are to have an 
all-out knowledge of the holy 
Qura’an, its sciences, hadith, 
faith and its fundamentals, 
jurisprudence and Arabic lan­
guage and its arts, etc.
This university was established 
in 1354 Hejira according to 
instructions of Imam Ahmad 
Hamid al-Din. Judge Ahmad 
Abdullwasa’a al-Wase’ee was 
appointed as director. Scholar 
Majd al-Din bin Mohammed al- 
Mu’aidi, Ali Abdullah al- 
Shehari, Ahmad Mohammed 
Marfak and Yahya bin Hassain 
Suhail were of its outstanding 
scholars. Of its graduates and 
teachers were scholar Hassan al- 
Hashimi, scholar Abdullah al- 
Sailami, scholar Hassan al- 
Faishi, scholar Ali bin Ismail al- 
Mutaish, scholar al-Hussain bin 
Ali Suhail, scholar Ismail 
Ahmad al-Mukhtafi, etc.

Some information was quoted 
from a book titled Imam al- 
Hadi Mosque Unique 
Architecture.
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