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15 Killed in Clashes between Aal Obeidah and Military Forces

THEY ARE CHALLENGING THE STATE!
Pitched tribal clashes erupted Sunday 
evening between the tribes of Jahm, one 
of Khawlan tribes, and Al-Jada'an tribe of 
Nahm. The fighting took place in an area 
30 km to the north of the city of Mareb. 
The clashes which began at 6 o'clock 
Sunday evening were still raging between 
the two tribes at the time of reporting the 
news, using heavy and light weapons. Six 
people from both tribes have been report­
ed as seriously injured. The fighting led to 
blocking traffic on the Sana’a-Mareb 
road.
Tribal sources said that the cause of the 
clashes was a dispute over ownership of a 
piece of land situated between the two 
tribes. Leaked information indicated that 
the said area is rich in natural gas.
The Mareb province, 180 km east of 
Sana’a, had on friday seen a shootout

between army soldiers 
and tribesmen from 
Obeidah tribe result­
ing in the death of 
seven soldiers.
Tribal sources in 
Mareb told YT that 15 
soldiers out of 100 
who went to Obeidah 
to crack down those 
suspected of piercing 
the oil pipeline in 
Serwah were killed 
last Thursday. The 
sources added that 2
tribesmen were killed in the clashes, 
which also resulted in 28 injuries from the 
army and 6 from the tribe.
Forty soldiers that were captured by the 
tribesmen following the incident were

released on Sunday evening. The tribes­
men were agitated by the big number of 
soldiers tracing the pipeline attackers and 
misconstructed their purpose not to detain 
the attackers only but to attack the whole

tribal community. Soldiers were, eventu­
ally, attacked before they had reached the 
village of the suspects.
Brigadier Ali Mohammed Salah, Deputy 
Staff Commander moved to the area on 
Saturday to settle the problem with the 
tribesmen. The clashes were stopped as 
most members of the military group were 
killed, injured or arrested. Negotiations 
with the lawless tribesmen have been ini­
tiated to release the arrested ones and sort 
out other differences.
Yemeni oil pipeline was pierced 28 times 
during 1997-1999, the last of which was 
on April 28th. Thousands of barrels of oil 
were spilled. This time the pumping of oil 
was stopped again causing the country a 
heavy loss of 
revenue. The 
country has

also to pay compensation to the company 
working in the site. Demands of the 
bombers are not yet known but it is 
expected that they are related to the imple­
mentation of development projects which 
tribesmen always demand.
Political observers believe the govern­
ment has been very lenient with lawless 
tribesmen who have done incalculable 
damage to Yemen’s reputation as well as 
economy. The easy availability of differ­
ent sorts of weapons to these people has 
augmented violation of law by these 
tribesmen. The government, in the past 
dealt with similar law breakers in other 
areas very ruthlessly and was able to put 
them down.

Yemen Strikes a Ship Deal with Poland
President Ali Abdullah Saleh attended 
Sunday a new craft reception function and the 
inauguration of the second phase of training 
course 2001 held by the Navy and Coastal 
Defense at Hodeidah Port.

Three state-of-the-art Landing Craft Utility 
NS-717 Design were received by the 
Yemeni Navy. The Landing Tank Ship 
(Medium) NS -722 Design, will probably 
reach Yemen at the end of this year. This is 

part of a military logistic deal conclud­
ed by Yemen and Poland last year. 
In the function President Saleh deliv­
ered a speech highlighting the impor­
tance of building the navy to protect the 
Yemeni coasts, stretching over more 
than 2,000 kms, and to put an end smug­
gling that has a negative impact on the 
Yemeni economy.
President Saleh visited the naval base and 
reviewed some of the new naval pieces

including Saba, Thamood and Himiar. He 
went aboard Saba craft which headed for 
Hodeidah port where he reviewed the activi­
ties there.

Landing Tank Ship (Medium)
NS-722 Design

Landing Craft Utility
NS-717 Design

CPJ Sends 
Memorandum to 
President Saleh

The New York-based Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) sent a memorandum on 
Tuesday June 26 to the President of the 
Republic, Ali Abdullah Saleh protesting the 
latest violations against the freedom of press. 
In its letter, the committee expressed its deep 
concern over the recent ruling of the Supreme 
Court in the capital, Sanaa to uphold a lower 
court's decision to ban the opposition weekly 
Al-Shoura for six months, effective immedi­
ately, The committee also expressed grave 
concern over the illegal arrest of Yemen 
Times’ journalist, Hassan Al-Zaidi who was 
released about 2 weeks later. The ruling to 
ban Al-Shoumou newspaper was also con­
demned. Copies of the letter that was sent to 
the president through the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Yemen to Washington, Mr. 
Abdulwahhab Al-Hajjri, were sent to all 
prominent human rights and freedom of press 
supporting organizations worldwide such as 
Article 19, Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch, etc.

Complete text of letter on P2

Qatar Celebrates 6th Anniversary of 
Emir’s Assumption of Power

The people of Qatar celebrated on 
Wednesday 27 June 2001 the 6th 
anniversary of Sheikh Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani’s assumption of 
power. During the recent years 
Qatar has achieved a quantum leap 
in freedom and democracy. A cen­
tral Municipal Council was elected 
through a free and democratic 
process and censorship on press 
and mass media was lifted.
Principles of intellectual freedom, 
democracy and popular participa­
tion were upheld and aspirations of the Qatari cit­
izen have been fulfilled especially after setting up 
a committee for drafting a permanent constitution. 
The Emir Hamad of Qatar who has been keen on 
smooth governance of the state and the country 
could during the past years usher in an economic 
revolution through redoubling production and 
building great projects. The natural gas project is 
a unique example of its kind. Great accomplish­
ments have also been achieved in the sectors of 
education, health, transport, communications, cul­
ture, sports and youth and other public services 

sectors.
Diplomatically the Qatari foreign pol­
icy has been marked by openness 
through the initiative based on joint

cooperation, mutual benefits, 
respect for sovereignty of states 
and non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs. The Qatari 
foreign policy is also character­
ized by sisterly and friendly rela­
tions, good neighborhood and 
supporting and defending com­
mon Arab and Islamic issues.
The state of Qatar has also put an 
end to its border disputes with the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
signed the final maps of border 

demarcation, a step welcomed by the Arab and the 
international community. Qatar has also support­
ed Islamic issues concerning activating the 
Organization of Islamic Conference in unifying 
the Muslims and solving their problems. Qatar 
has thus become a modern example of a state that 
achieved distinction at both internal and external 
levels.
Yemen and Qatar have developed good 
and friendly relations under the leaderships 
of president Ali Abdullah Saleh and His 
Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al- 
Thani. The state of Qatar was the major 
supporter of the Yemeni unity move and 
preserving the gains of the economic and 
social reformation in Yemen.

Yemen Times“WILD YEMEN” Now Available
“Wild Yemen" Yemen’s first Ecotourism guide, is now 
available. The slim guide’s 24 pages are packed with 
useful information regarding 12 ecotourism sites in the 
vicinity of Sana'a. Activities range from short walks to 
long drives through some of Yemen's most beautiful 
countryside. Each site profile features detailed naviga­
tion information and a summary of the site’s natural high­
lights. Sections on useful addresses, publications, and 
Yemen’s wildlife round out the publication. If you wish to 
buy copies of “Wild Yemen" for private or commercial 
use, please contact Yusef Mohageb at Tel: 241 660 Fax: 
241 665 or David Stanton at Tel: 207 059 Fax: 370 193. 
Inquiries can also be made by email to yos@y.net.ye.

mailto:yos@y.net.ye
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Words of Wisdom
The country is going through considerable 
hardships because of the frivolity of our incom­
petent politicians and their proteges. The worry 
is that if one idiot fires the first shot, nobody 
can control the barrage that follows.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Military Plated Car Drivers

Experts in Arousing 
Public Indignation

J
ust a few days ago, I was invited to a reception at the 
house of a high-ranking official. I drove my own two- 
door car. But I was prevented from driving into the 
parking place of the house because I did not have a driv­
er. “Where is the guest? You must be the driver.” asked 
one of the guards. I explained to him that I was the guest and I 

had no driver. With a definite aggressive tone he said, “You can­
not get in, just park your car in that corner!” pointing to the cor­
ner of the street about 100 meters away from the main gate.
As I walked all the way to the gate, I realized that most of the 
cars were military plated with “Al-Jaish” marked on the plates. 
By the time I reached the gate, I found tens of armed soldiers 
standing at the gate. I first thought that those were guards of the 
building, but was later told that they were escorting the sheikhs 
and officials who had been invited.
After the reception, as I walked out of the gate I saw many mili­
tary uniformed men and also some armed tribesmen heading 
quickly to their cars shouting, “the sheikh is coming.” I was 
shocked to find those brownish TOYOTA military cars speeding 
towards the gate. They then opened the doors of a brand new 
luxurious 2001 Land Cruiser and let their Sheikh in. The escorts 
(all Military cars) drove crazily away from the scene.
It has become familiar to find military cars all over the country 
driving in breakneck speed and sometimes causing accidents 
resulting in the death of innocent civilians. One of such incidents 
happened near YT premises about a month or so ago when an old 
man was hit by a speedy military car while crossing the road. He 
was killed on the spot and the vehicle carelessly drove away. 
Later we realized that the car belonged to an influential sheikh 
who owns several cars.
I once asked a traffic policeman about his views regarding mili­
tary vehicles. What he said was frank and courageous, “I curse 
the day those military plates were issued,” he said. “Not only 
can’t we punish those drivers for their traffic violations, but we 
sometimes get insulted by them. They do believe they are above 
the law!” he added.
Those sheikhs and military officers who possess those vehicles 
believe that they have the right to drive rashly in the streets 
regardless of the chance of killing innocent people. Who gave 
them the right to do so? Why can’t they be punished? Is it too late 
to ban those plates and have them respect the law? Many ques­
tions come to mind regarding those vehicles that multiplied after 
the unification.
If there is only one important conclusion to draw from those sto­
ries, then it would be the fact that military plated car drivers have 
indeed become experts in arousing public indignation and they 
must be refrained from their reckless behavior!

First Intensive Care Unit 
Course Concludes

Under the patronage of Dr. 
Abdulnasser Munibari, Public 
Health & Population Minister, 
the 1st I.C.U course in nursing 
has been concluded in the al- 
Thawrah Hospital, Sana’a. The 
course lasted 
for about 37 
days. 
Eighteen par- 
t i c i p a n t s 
from differ­
ent gover- 
n o r a t e s 
attended the 
course. They 
were trained 
to provide 
efficient

services to critically ill patients 
in intensive care units. A vale­
dictory ceremony was held in 
the hospital where certificates 
were distributed to the partici­
pants.
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In the 6th session of the UK Embassy Bombing Trial

Sallam: "I claimed the operation lest I 
should be accused of being coward"

In the sixth session of the trial of the UK 
Embassy bombing, Faris S. Taher, the forth 
suspect his involvement in and statements 
about the terrorist attack on the UK Embassy 
in Sanaa on October 13 2000. He said that he 
previously confessed to his involvement 
under duress from the criminal investigation 
department. The prosecutor accused him of 
involvement in the terrorist attack on the 
embassy and the Intercontinental Hotel in 
Aden early this year.
The prosecutor said Faris had confessed in 
writing that he drew a map of the location of 
the nightclub in the hotel as instructed by A. 
Masood. He added that Ahmed Masood gave 
him explosives to plant in the sewage of the 
hotel and connive with Abu Bakr Jayol 
(Faris's step father), Ahmed Masood and 
Sallam Salem in bombing the UK Embassy. 
However, Faris denied all these charges. He 
said he was in Sanaa when the incident took 
place and that he met Jayol, Ahmed Masood 
and Sallam there. He mentioned that he only 
saw the explosion from the roof of the build­
ing where he was and that it was Jayol who 
told him about the explosion although he did 
not want to disclose any information about it 
to the police. His father, a colonel in the army, 
who was attending the session endorsed 
Fares’ denial of those charges. Faris also 
denied the charge of planting the explosives. 
He further told the court that he had a pistol 
which he bought from Jehanah near Sanaa. 
When asked about whether he had the neces­

sary license to carry a weapon, he said, "Not 
all people have such license."
The third suspect in the case, Sallam, denied 
his involvement in the bombing of the 
embassy. He said he confessed about his 
involvement in the incident to escape torture 
by the prosecution, which, he said, was worse 
than that of the Political Security Office 
(PSO). He said he surrendered to the police. 
Subsequently, an officer in the PSO came to 
Jayol's house and told the group that PSO 
knew who the actual bombers were and that 
one of them must sacrifice for the others to be 
out of trouble. Sallam said that Abdu 
Abdulsalam Al-Hilah persuaded him to con­
fess the charges against him and assured him 
that he would not stay in prison more than six 
months. He succumbed because he was with 
the group and did not want to be branded a 
coward. He said again that he was employed 
by Jayol in the PSO at a monthly salary of YR 
13,500.
The second suspect Ahmed Masood con­
fessed in the last session that he alerted the ex- 
minister of Interior, Mr. Hussein Arab about 
the explosions in Aden. He also said his 
accomplice was one of the guards, Hadi A. 
Masood, in planning the explosion of the min­
ister's house. But the minister denied all these 
allegations describing them as baseless. 
However, he said he was ready to appear 
before court if summoned. The next session of 
the trial is scheduled for today Monday July 2, 
2001.

Two Citizens Killed & 7 
Injured in Clashes

Two persons were killed and 7 injured in 
clashes between residents of Mukairas dis­
trict, Baida'a governorate and security forces. 
The clashes erupted as the exams committee 
decided to transfer an exam center to the gov­
ernorate, a step which is strongly objected to 
by the residents. Residents claim that the dis­
tance would be too long and tiring for their 
children. However, the committee is deter­
mined to stop the cheating phenomenon.
Eye witnesses told YT that the security forces 
fired bullets in the air and used tear-gas to 
disperse the people.

Al Wada’i Lives
Sheikh Moqbil Al Wadai, the founder of 
ASALAFEEN Group in Yemen, denied in a 
recorded cassette news published in some 
newspapers about his death. Sheikh Al Wadai 
is suffering from liver-disease and has traveled 
to America for treatment.

Joint Yemeni-Iranian
Economic Committee Meets
Yesterday, the fifth meeting for the Yemeni- 
Iranian joint economic committee was held in 
Tehran. The Iranian side was headed by the 
Minister of Agriculture Mr. Hujatee Wazeer 
Jehad while the Yemeni side was led by the 
Minister of Planning and Development Mr. 
Ahmed Saufan. The meeting was attended by 
representatives from the Ministries of 
Finance, Foreign Affairs, Culture, High 
Education, Industry, and Commerce in 
Yemen.
The two sides will sign memorandum of 
understanding for cooperation and withdraw­
al of double taxation, for cooperation between 
the commercial unions in the two countries as 
well as for cooperation between the High 
Councils for Improving Exports.
The Yemeni delegation during their five-day 
stay will be visiting some centers of telecom­
munication, car manufacturing and electrical 
tools industries.

Continued from P1:

CPJ’s Letter to the
President
June 26, 2001

His Excellency President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
c/o His Excellency Ambassador Abdul 
Wahab al-Hajjri
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen 
2600 Virginia Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
VIA FACSIMILE +202-337-2017
Your Excellency:
The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) is 
deeply concerned about government harassment 
of independent and opposition media in Yemen. 
In recent weeks, we have documented a disturb­
ing pattern of censorship and intimidation of 
journalists in response to their professional 
work.
On June 11, the Supreme Court in the capital, 
Sanaa, upheld a lower court's decision to ban 
the opposition weekly Al-Shoura for six 
months, effective immediately. The banning 
stemmed from a 1997 libel case brought against 
Al-Shoura and its former editors, the late 
Abdullah Saad and his brother Abdel Jabbar 
Saad, by Islah Party leader Abdel Majid al- 
Zindani. The Supreme Court also upheld Abdel 
Jabbar Saad's sentence of 80 lashes and a ban on 
practicing journalism for one year. Saad was 
ordered to pay damages of 100,000 riyals (about 
US$625) to Sheikh al-Zindani. Al-Zindani has 
since withdrawn his case against the two broth­
ers, according to Al-Shoura. It is unclear what 
effect this will have on the Supreme Court's rul­
ing.
This alarming decision comes on the heels of 
two other grave press freedom abuses:
* On June 10, one day before the Al-Shoura rul­
ing, state security agents detained Yemen Times 
reporter Hassan al-Zaidi at the paper's offices in 
Sanaa. No reason was given for the action. 
According to a source at the paper, al-Zaidi was 
only told that there were "supreme orders” for 
his arrest. The same source said al-Zaidi was

Regional Seminar to Support 
Women Prisoners Concluded

By Talal Al-Sharaabi

The Sisters Arabic Forum, in coordina­
tion with the International Human 
Rights Law Group, concluded on 
Wednesday a three-day regional work­
shop on “Building Effective Advocacy 
for Women’s Human Rights. 
Protecting Women Prisoners Rights” 
during June 25-27 in Sana’a. About 40 
people participated in this workshop; 
20 representing some civil society 
organizations; 9 representing govern­
mental institutions. Five women par­
ticipants from Egypt, Tunis, Jordan, 
Malaysia, and USA presented papers 
on the situations of prisoners in their 
countries and on their experience in 
protecting women’s rights in general, 
and women prisoners in particular. Ms. 
Samine Nazir and Ms. Virginia 
Chitanda of the International Human 
Rights Law Group also attended the 
workshop. The participants came out 
with recommendations, which are 
expected to be sent to all relevant 
authorities and interested agencies for 
implementation. In its first session, the 
forum discussed several issues regard­
ing human rights in Islam, particularly

rights of the prisoners, plus other 
issues such as regulations regarding 
the treatment of women prisoners and 
the need to protect those women’s 
rights locally and internationally.
The second session discussed the con­
ditions of women prisoners in the 
USA, Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, 
Malaysia, and Pakistan as mentioned 
in the reports submitted by experts in 
the field of human rights in those coun­
tries,
The third session included a number of 
working papers including one by 
Debra Golden, Samine Nazir, in which 
both talked about the strategies of 
improving living conditions of women 
prisoners at the local, regional, and 
international levels.
The concluding session held on 
Wednesday evening was basically a 
discussion session with the participa­
tion of individuals representing differ­
ent sectors of the community. The 
deliberations focused on the immedi­
ate steps to be taken in Yemen to 
improve and protect the lives and dig­
nity of women prisoners and and the 
strategies to rehabilitate them socially 
after they are released.

HRITC’s New Publication
“State and Civil Society in 
Yemen” is the title of the 
latest Arabic publication by 
Human Rights Information 
and Training Center 
(HRITC). The book con­
tains sociological analysis 
of the types of relations and 
reactions during Yemen’s 
pre and post-unification 
periods. In his 163-pages 
book, author Dr. Foad 
Abdula Jalil Al Salahi dis­
cusses the state and the 
civil society roles in Yemen 
from 1962 to 1990. The
book covers political, economic, social

and cultural aspects 
of Yemen.
Dr. Al Salahi is an 
Assistant Professor 
at Sana’a
University, 
Department of 
Sociopolitical 
Science. He has 
many publications 
to his credit mainly 
on population, 
development, 
democracy, civil 
society, human 
rights, globaliza-

tion and modern state governance.

Let’s Learn Japanese Language
The Embassy of Japan in Sana’a, in coordination with the Yemeni-Japanese 
Friendship Association, will organize Japanese Language Courses in order to 
promote further mutual understanding between Yemen and Japan.
You are invited to put your first step on the road that would lead you to explore 
one of the most colorful cultures. Think of the amazing things you could dis­
cover if you could speak Japanese. Come to the fascinating world of Japan and 
join the Japanese Language Classes that will start on July 4, 2001. Seats are 
very limited so seize the opportunity NOW.
Deadline is July 7. Rush and do not hesitate. The courses are arranged in a 
very convenient place at the center of Sana’a City with easy access to all parts 
of town. For more details please call tel. No. 208770

mailto:yementimes@yementimes.com
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Neurosurgeon Dr. Abdulhamid Ali b. Ali Shukri to the YT:

"Treatment of patients in Al-Jomhuryah 
Hospital of Aden is 100% wrong"

D
r. Abdulhamid Ali b. Ali 
Shukri is a specialist and 
consultant in neuro sur­
gery. .He studied medi­
cine in Russia where he 
got his Masters and PhD.. from the Brain 

and Nerves Institute. He has been work­
ing as a volunteer since 2000 in Al- 
Jomhuryah Hospital as a specialist and 
consultant in neuro surgery after all his 
attempts to get a job were futile. Recently 
he decided to immigrate. Reasons for his 
decision are revealed in the interview 
below. The interview was conducted by 
Mohammed Numan Moqbel. Dr. Shukri 
is married and his wife also works as a 
volunteer in the Al-Wahdah Hospital.

Q: When did you come back to Yemen 
and why?
A: I came here in February 2000. I decid­
ed to come back to my homeland to serve 
my people.

Q: Why have you decided to leave your 
country now?
A: To get a job elsewhere after I have 
been asked to stop working in the opera­
tion room and the out-patient clinic. I was 
surprised to be produced by two soldiers 
before the security director of the 
Hospital who told me that he was carry­
ing out the Hospital Director's orders. 
Before this, I had made a detailed report 
on the general situation of the Neurology 
Department. I was totally shocked at the 
100% wrong way brain patients are being 
treated. I am leaving and I will serve the 
humanity anywhere in the world. This is 
the mission of a doctor.

Q: Is it possible to make brain opera­
tions in Yemen? Can you put your 
expertise to actual practice here?
A: Introduction of such a specialization is 
the dire need in Yemen which made me 
decide to come back here. I hoped before 
my coming here to find good facilities 
and expertise to do such operations. And 
I really did some successful brain opera­
tions with the help of another specialist. 
But circumstances are forcing me to leave 
this place.
When I first arrived in Yemen, I felt it was 
very difficult to get a job. I decided to 

work as a volunteer. Three months later, I 
met the former Minister of Health, Dr. 
Abdulwali Nasher who told me that there 
were no vacancies. He only called for a 
letter from the Director of the Health 
Office in Aden to certify their need for 
such a specialization! I went to the Health 
Office and got the required letter. But the 
Minister had by that time changed his 
mind. He wrote a letter to employ me 
without a salary. I accepted to work with­
out a salary until I was told to stop work­
ing.

Q: Why Do you think they want to get 
rid of you?
A: Because I wanted to implement new 
scientific concepts that I learnt. There is 
only one neurology department at the 
hospital which serves more than 4 gover­
norates. This Department was established 
18 years ago by Professor Mohammed 
Ahmad Othman who, despite his high 
qualification is being harassed by vested 
interests in the Hospital.
Everywhere in the world, departments are 
headed by specialists. In the Al- 
Jomhuryah Hospital the head of the 
Neurology Department is a general prac­
titioner while its founder, Mohammed 
Ahmad Othman, who is a specialist is 
being oppressed. He and I are the only 
Yemeni specialists in the Department. 
There is another Russian specialist who 
receives fabulous salary in addition to 
other facilities.
Strangely, shift doctors stay at home. If a 
patient arrives in the hospital he will wait 
for the hospital administration to send a 
car to the doctor on duty. Eventually, the 
patient's condition may worsen. 
Moreover, the treating physician is either 
a student in the College of Medicine or a 
general physician who has nothing to do 
with neuro surgery. The head of the 
department gives orders to a general 
physician to do brain operations. Even if 
the operation is easy, it must by carried 
out by a specialist or at least be super­
vised by a specialist. This is the core of 
the problem that I have discussed here.
Once a man who was knocked down by a 
car was brought to the hospital. A general 
practitioner took him to the operation 
room and operated on his head. When the 
specialist arrived he could do nothing and 
the patient died. At the end of the last 
year, a 3-year child was brought here. He 
was suffering from a brain tumor. I decid­
ed to operate on him in the evening. He 
was taken to the Intensive Care Unit and 
the anesthetist was summoned to do his 
job. Surprisingly, when the latter arrived 
in the hospital he refused to administer 
anesthesia on the child saying that he was 
dead. I was shocked at such unprofes­
sional attitude which prove that man's life 
has no value. The child died next day. I 
requested the hospital administration to 
investigate into the case but I was given a 
deaf ear. Parents of the victim were con­
vinced that it was God's will. Foreigners 
who receive not less than US$ 3000 also 
sleep at home when they are on duty.
As far as the in-patient clinic is con­

cerned, its head attended a training course 
in Poland for six months which is not 
enough to learn the language let alone to 
acquire specialization. He wrongly treats 
the patients. For example, he advises a 
patient who is asked to refrain from 
movement to practice exercises. Another 
patient who must not drink much is 
advised to have as much liquid intake as 
possible. Despite the fact that the contract 
he signed with the hospital stipulates that 
he works only in the hospital, he works in 
many private hospitals.

Q: What are the criteria for contract­
ing foreign doctors?
A: In my opinion, contracting foreign 
doctors much be based on their academic 
records and their connection with special­
ized centers and institutes. We have to 
establish good relations with these insti­
tutions to ensure a continuous cooperation, 
exchange of information and expertise. 
We have also to be cautious about the 
behaviors of these doctors.

Q: What are the most alarming things 
that have caught your attention during 
you work as a specialist in neuro sur­
gery in the Al-Jomhuryah Hospital?
A: The spread of tumors in some areas 
such as Salahaddin area in Aden, Shabwa 
and Abyan. Iludrocegtaius, malformation, 
specially in the area of Tor Al-Bahah. If 
there are intensive researches on these we 
may achieve good results in controlling 
them.

Q: What do you think are the causes of 
the spread of these diseases?
A: Polluted food and environment pollu­
tion are among the main causes. The 
problem needs further scientific investi­
gation.

Q: How do you asses the standard of 
neuro surgery here?
A: Everywhere in the world even in the 
poor countries there are developed med­
ical departments provided with the essen­
tial equipment to do surgical operations.

Here, in the Al-Jomhuryah Hospital we 
lack these facilities for such operations. 
Moreover, the qualified cadre are not 
given a suitable and congenial atmos­
phere to carry out their duty properly.
I think we have a long way to go to set 
everything right in this hospital. Just 
imagine a lot of flies and mosquitoes in 
an operation room. Doctors enter the 
operation room wearing their clothes and 
then they put the green uniform on. 
Patients are operated on without making 
hepatitis virus and AIDS tests. This is a 
wrong practice. When I tell them this is 
not the way to do things, they say you are 
the first person to say this is wrong.
The Intensive care and emergency depart­
ments are infected with mosquitoes. One 
of the surprising things is also that you 
can not distinguish between a doctor and 
a visitor because doctors do not wear the 
white uniform. Visiting hours are open 
round the clock and the number of sol­
diers is higher than that of the patients. 
You find a police office inside the hospi­
tal, but you fail to find a room for doctors.

Q: What do you suggest to reverse this 
situation?
A: There should be a re-replacement of 
the present cadre by qualified personnel 
and each doctor should be given a specif­
ic job. The hospital should be provided 
with computers that enable doctors to 
keep in touch with specialized institutions 
in the world. There should be a library 
providing references for doctors of the 
hospital. Doctors should be encouraged 
to participate in the local, Arab and for­
eign medical conferences. I also suggest 
providing the hospital with a modern 
operation room for neuro surgeries.
In fact, all the Yemeni hospitals are in 
need of modernization. Difficulties owing 
to lack of resources may be there. But if 
the present resources are managed prop-

erly it can make a lot of good.

Q: What are the odd things that you 
have faced here?
A: Some patients of epilepsy do not trust 
Yemeni doctors. They go to quacks and 
jugglers. I have also noticed a big number 
of doctors claiming to be specialized in 
gynecology and pediatrics or a general 
practitioner who writes on his clinic that 
(s)he is a general doctor and a surgeon at 
the same time. One of the general doctors 
claiming to be a specialist in neuro sur­
gery diagnosed a patient who suffered

from paralysis as having depression The 
patient is now running after jugglers for 
recovery.
When I asked the secretary of the 
Physicians Syndicate why they license 
general doctors to work as specialists, 
they replied "they are doctors.” This is a 
dangerous symptom which reflects inca­
pability and inefficiency of the syndicate 
to meet its responsibilities.
I have never thought of leaving my coun­
try. And I have never thought to be con­
trolled be people who know nothing 
about medicine either.

Farewell Heike
Yemen Times Editor-in- 
Chief and Staff would like 
to bid farewell to Mrs. 
Heike Thila, the Second 
Secretary of the German 
Embassy, who will be

leaving Yemen after discharging distin­
guished services at the German Embassy 
in Sanaa.
Mrs. Heike was always known for her 
friendliness, hard work and dedication. 
We wish her the very best in her career, 
and assure her that Yemen Times will 
always be a friend of hers no matter 
where she is.
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Contemplations of Four Years
Karolina Romanska

"

W
ell, this is

thought to 
myself as 
my car took

me further and further from my school 
on my last day in it. I will not see this 
place again. To think I have spent four 
years here, years that will not come 
back. I have gained knowledge 
beyond what I came to acquire. I have 
lost part of what I would call 
Innocence and four years of my youth. 
I am upon a stepping stone into the 
much more active part of being young. 
Yet, after I realize and acknowledge all 
that I still cannot shake off the feeling 
of calmness, or what one might say, 
indifference.
My parents came here to take office in 
the Embassy of Poland. I came here to 
be with them and join Sanaa 
International School. I never imagined 
what an adventure it would be to 
observe the life of Yemen and simulta­
neously acquire answers about it from 
competent sources attending the school 
with me. As a European, I was 
inclined to compare and contrast the 
Yemen Republic with the way of life I 
was more accustomed to. After four 
years of discussion, observation and 
listening I can rather accurately note 
that the Arab world of Yemen is similar 
to the world of Europe, despite the 
drastic opposites they sometimes seem 
to demonstrate. I have noticed that in 
Europe there is a battle raging to go 
forward and achieve more, sometimes

at the expense of the past. In Yemen, 
there is a fight to remain true to old 
morals and ideals, sometimes at the 
expense of the future. There is no 
telling which is better or safer. It real­
ly depends on the way one was brought 
up to perceive things. I myself had to 
adjust and readjust my views towards 
people and events in Yemen many 
times.
Some of the greatest trials had me and 
my parents deeply involved. The most 
severe of them all was the incident of 
the Polish Ambassador's kidnapping. I 
was under the impression that my par­
ents had become machines as they 
practically moved heaven and earth in 
four days following the Ambassador’s

disappearance. They seemed to be 
bent upon causing havoc if that was the 
only way the Ambassador was to be 
brought back safe and sound. The 
President, the Government, the Army, 
the Police, the Sheiks and anyone else, 
who had a say in the matters of securi­
ty - all were alerted. Within four days 
the Ambassador was restored to safety. 
Through what little information I was 
allowed to learn, I witnessed the 
extreme firmness and decisiveness of 
the Yemeni people directly responsible 
for negotiations to secure the return of 
the Ambassador. I was pleased to find 
out my parents could work with such 
persons.
I cannot lie about the fact that I have 
been put to the limits of my patience 
many a time, however, when I would 
walk the street not bothering anyone 
and would hear insults hurled behind 
my back. It did annoy me when I had 
an appointment and the person I was 
waiting for would be an hour late or 
would not show up at all. However, 
my heart leaped for joy when I saw 
Yemenis acting to the contrary of what 
I would expect of them. The greatest 
and most praiseworthy of those acts 
was when my dog managed to leave 
the Embassy premises and was happily 
running toward a pack of wild dogs 
outside. I was sure nothing could bring 
him to answer my calls when I saw a 
Yemeni approach him, pick him up just 
like that and head for the Embassy 
gate. I could not believe my eyes! A 
Muslim carrying a canine just so he 
could hand him over to me was a sight 
I shall never forget. From that moment 
on I vowed not to judge anyone by the 
behavior of the general crowd.
So many things happened that made 
me spin with confusion until I conclud­
ed the obvious. Among the four years 
I had been given some of the most 
powerful guidances ever. One that 
especially motivates me to be calm and 
poised goes like this: “Remember, be 
happy and do whatever it takes to stay 
that way. Nothing else matters.” And 
that is so true! That piece of advice is 
what keeps me from losing my head 
over the next milestone in my life. 
Now I have a goal beyond any other 
and permission to do whatever it takes 
to achieve it. Wish me luck, Yemen!
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Report on Freedom of Press 
Violations in Yemen during 2000

Part 6 (Final)
Mohamed Sadiq 
Al-Udaini
Head of Administrative 
Affairs, YJS

Continued Deterioration in Press 
Freedom
The discussions regarding the return of 
the 16 journalists who were banished 
for their stand in the 1994 civil war 
took so long to reach a conclusion 
despite the fact that the President him­
self approved of their return. The YJS 
management met with several of those 
journalists who are in Cairo and dis­
cussed the arrangements to secure their 
return to their home country and to 
their previous jobs. However, the fail­
ure to reach a conclusion despite YJS's 
efforts reveals a serious gap between 
the YJS as a civil society organization 
and the decision-making bodies in the 
country.
I personally believe that the picture is 
dismal and the situation evokes pes­
simism when one compares the situa­
tion of press freedom in 2001 to that of 
2000. The first month of 2001 opened 
with a sentence against Al-Shumu' 
newspaper. The sentence was not a 
normal one, it was a cluster of sen­
tences against the newspaper and its 
editor-in-chief:
1 - closure of the newspaper suspension 
of its editor-in-chief from writing and 
his imprisonment for 6 months with 
fines. The ruling was upheld by the 
Supreme Court causing deep concern 
for the pro-freedom of press move­
ment. Another such sentence was given 
against "17 July" newspaper for certain 
articles it had published.
In April 2001, the Ministry of 
Information confiscated the first issue 
of the "Human Rights", a newspaper 
promoting human rights and reporting 
violations committed against civilians. 
The ministry held that the newspaper 
was not permitted publication in the 
first place. In the same month, the 
118th edition of the independent week­
ly Al-Usboo newspaper was also con­

fiscated by security forces and its dis­
tributor was imprisoned for 8 hours. 
The security office stated that the 
newspaper was confiscated because it 
included 'spurious articles'. Those inci­
dents were later considered a part of a 
campaign against the free press by the 
authorities, which sent two memos to 
all newspapers and correspondents 
requesting not to publish any informa­
tion regarding the military and other 
issues without the prior permission of 
the government. Those instructions 
obviously constituted the 'redlines' 
that journalists should not cross.
The month of April 2001 also wit­
nessed several other incidents of viola­
tion of the freedom of the press and 
expression. A Taiz-based journalist 
was chased in the city by armed groups 
for expressing an article he wrote criti­
cizing the state of security in the coun­
try. Another journalist, Talal Al- 
Sharjabi was beaten up harshly 
because of his opinions. A number of 
armed men surrounded Al-Wahdawi 
newspaper in the same month threaten­
ing to lay siege the building for an arti­
cle that was written about a certain 
tribal issue in Mareb.
Hassan Al-Zaidi, of Yemen Times was 
also a victim of those atrocities as his 
house in Mareb was attacked with tank 
missiles and machine gun bullets. One 
month after that he was arrested in 
front of Yemen Times premises on the 
10th of June by the Political Security 
Office (PSO) without any justifications 
of warrant. He was forbidden from 
contacting his lawyer or meeting his 
family members in prison until he was 
released two weeks later.
On the other hand, journalists 
Abdulkareem Al-Khaiwani,
Abdulkareem Qassim, Mohamed 
Hussein Haitham, Nassir Yahya, Ali 
Al-Saqqaf are all standing trial on a 
weekly basis because of opinion 
crimes. Some of the journalists were 
put on trial for crimes they have never 
committed. There are still cases against 
"Al-Sahwa" newspaper, mouthpiece of 
the largest opposition party Islah, "Al- 
Wahdawi" of the Nasserite Unionist

Party, and " Al-Hikma" magazine of the 
Yemeni Authors Union.
It is obvious that the report of 2001 
will include more violations than 2000, 
especially as so many violations have 
already been reported in the first 6 
months. The 2001 YJS report is 
expected to be released at the begin­
ning of 2002.

Conclusion
The YJS report on freedom of the press 
violations in Yemen during 2000, 
issued in Arabic language revealed 
many of the sufferings and assaults 
Yemeni journalists went through in 
2000. It could be concluded that the 
level of press freedom has signaled a 
steep fall during the last year. It also 
focused the YJS ‘s increasing efforts to 
support oppressed journalists and work 
on maintaining higher awareness about 
freedom of press issues.
This report is considered the first of its 
kind issued by the YJS. It will hopeful­
ly become an annual report that would 
expose to the world the facts about vio­
lations of the freedom of the press in 
the Republic of Yemen in an effort to 
prevent them and to spread awareness 
about this issue.
This report is a means to make interna­
tional and local organizations and insti­
tutes aware of the problems faced by 
the press people in Yemen, and work 
on curbing them as much as possible.
It is hoped that the report would be 
translated in more than one language to 
benefit international and regional 
organizations dealing with the issue of 
press freedom and to support Yemen's 
democratization efforts in future.

* Mohamed Sadiq Al-Udaini is a 
prominent journalist who had himself 
suffered from several assaults by 
authorities and others. He is currently 
the administrative manager of the 
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate and the 
member of the General Arab 
Journalists Union, International 
Journalists Organization, and Amnesty 
International.

Game of Democratic Fundamentals
Ahmad Abdullah al-Sufi 
Secretary General of Yemeni 
Institute for Developing 
Democracy,

I
t is commonly believed that 
democracy is a fair and a politi­
cally competitive game. 
However, it seems that Yemeni 
democracy is not more than a 
dance manipulated by only one dancer 
who defines its rules and audience. It is 

an irony that Yemen hosted the 
Emerging Democracies Forum in 
1999, a time when democratic values 
were slaughtered in screwed up elec­
tions. The very elections were not up to 
the expectations of the observers of 
democratic development in our coun­
try which is attributed to the failure of 
national efforts to draw out a realistic 
vision that can be realized. Another 
reason is the failure of the internation­
al efforts in placing Yemen and democ­
racy on the right track for Yemen is the 
only country which has never been 
given a compatible program to sustain 
the development of democracy.
The Yemeni Institute for Developing 
Democracy has managed to remain a 
civil institution. It does not depend on 
any international assistance to carry 
out its projects. It depended mainly on 
dedicated volunteers during the elec­
tions held in 2001. It was actually an 
interesting and informative experience, 
which all of us have to make use of to 
enrich our understanding of democra­
cy, its supreme values and fundamen­
tals.
The final report of the Institute 
revealed many limitations and viola­
tions which I believe will not be over­
come in the coming elections unless 
there is thorough national and interna­
tional efforts to ensure a free and fair 
election. We have to pull our resources 
together to lay down solutions on the 
basis of the four electoral experiences 
Yemen has gone through.
Thus, it is crucial to have a clear vision 
of the democratic future in Yemen 
which is compatible with the concerns 
of the political parties in the coming 
elections due in 2003. That will be the 
fifth experience of democratic institu­
tions Yemen undergoes. It has to be

free of the limitations and shortcom­
ings of the previous experiences. 
Violations observed previously were a 
clear sign of the weak commitment by 
the authority to democracy when it 
comes to the issues of authority and 
power. Therefore, elections have been 
instrumental in aborting and weaken­
ing energies. This has made the 
Yemeni democracy suffer from a per­
manent handicap which can be attrib­
uted to the fragile democratic aware­
ness and the lack of attention to its role 
in promoting public performance. One 
of the clear signs of the absence of 
democracy is that Yemen, after ten 
years, lacks even one newspaper to 
promote and enhance the political 
awareness, fundamentals of democracy 
and democratic techniques. This has a 
considerably negative impact on the 
political domain marked by backward 
and retrograde legislation in complete 
contradiction to the constitution. 
Furthermore, the political domain has 
been marked by a wild dance. This 
atmosphere actually makes elections 
meaningless forcing many potential 
candidates to shun participation as 
their results are already a foregone 
conclusion.
In view of this phenomenon the 
Institute concluded that democracy in 
Yemen is in a state of on-going deteri­
oration. The situation has to be 
retrieved before it’s too late. This has 
made the institute adopt a comprehen­
sive project to stop the democratic 
processes to decline any further. The 
Institute set up a Democratic Forum 
which has of many prominent political 
figures. The forum is based on some 
assumptions which are as follows:
1- Democracy in Yemen suffers from a 
lack of trust on the part of the people. 
The people do not trust the way elec­
tions are conducted and view them as 
unjust. They do not ensure transparen­
cy and legality. Election processes 
have actually been a tool used by the 
ruling party and a select few from the 
opposition. This has restricted a 
healthy discussion on the legislation, 
electoral system and neutrality of the 
Supreme Election Committee (SEC) 
on issues concerning the party in 
power and part of the opposition.
This conclusion has made us think of

establishing a forum for all parties, 
NGOs, legal and media personalities 
interested in mobilizing public opinion 
to influence the official and political 
organs in amending the law through a 
comprehensive and extensive discus­
sion in all the governorates. The dis­
cussion is to assess the experience and 
propose the mechanisms to overcome 
the limitations.
The democratic experience suffers 
from a handicap as a result of the neg­
ative culture as if it is compatible with 
democracy. This has made democracy 
promote a national heritage that lacks 
democratic principles and thought. 
This has impeded the progress of 
democracy and its smooth functioning 
during the elections forging a healthy 
relation between the government and 
the opposition. This has made us sug­
gest the importance of inviting interna­
tional expertise to provide consultation 
needed at all levels. This could spare us 
the big fuss of outcry against the fair­
ness of the SEC, ensuring correctness 
of electoral records, adequate partici­
pation of the parties and political 
groups in the implementation of the 
electoral system, minimizing poll rig­
ging and misuse of the media.
I believe that the first and second steps 
will promote public awareness creating 
a strong pressure to make the electoral 
process stronger. We pin our hopes on 
the international commissions to 
respond positively to this.
Yemeni democracy suffers from the 
lack of trust and is marked by mutual 
suspicion between the authorities and 
opposition. This makes it important for 
the opposition to start a dialogue to 
build up trust which is the basis of 
democratic principles and fundamen­
tals. They should organize a national 
conference to implement the outcome 
of their discussion to ensure free and 
fair elections in 2003.
It seems only logical that this experi­
ence will lead to more studies regard­
ing the difficulties and setbacks. 
However, we have to reckon with the 
fact that democracy is a long and com­
plicated process full of obstacles.
Will the democratic game regain its 
glorious features in the coming elec­
tions? Or will we just repeat the same 
old wild scene?
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Investment Opportunities in The 
Field of Cotton Planting & Marketing

Mahyoub Al-Kamali

gricultural sources have 
reported YT that there is 
a remarkable increase in 
orders from foreign 
markets to buy big

quantities of Yemeni cotton as it is 
marked by its high quality. This will 
provide the private sector better invest­
ment opportunities. It can extend the 
cotton plantation done on 100 thousand 
Fadan from which Yemen export 20 
thousand tons of cotton annually. 
Sources in the General Corporation for 
Agricultural Services revealed that the 
Yemeni cotton a highly valued in for­
eign markets. There are some orders 
from the foreign private sector to 
establish joint ventures with the gener­
al Corporation for the Textile and 
weaving to increase the production and 
exportation volume of cotton.

Fluctuating Production Volume
Sources revealed information about the 
cotton plantation in Yemen and the 
resources available to invest in this 
field. In 1975-1976 Yemen produced 
about 40 million Kgm of cotton. In 
1983, the production went down to 20 
million kgm. Then the production vol­
ume remained constant at this volume 
until the agricultural season in 1990.
The slump in cotton production is 
attributed to natural, economic and 
social factors . The situation deteriorat­
ed to such an extent that during 1990- 
94 four million kgm of cotton was pro­
duced annually. This has led the 
Yemeni government adopt the agricul­
tural reform program within the frame­
work of its overall economic reform 
program which has been embarked 
upon since 1995.

The Government Plan to Increase 
Cotton Production
The agricultural reform program 
includes taking measures to promote 
cotton plantation subjecting the cotton 
prices to the supply and demand mech­
anisms. It also includes establishing a 
project to develop the production vol­
ume of cotton under the supervision of 
the General Corporation for 
Agricultural Services. The program 
also ensured support for the 
Cooperative Agricultural Associations 
and the Agricultural Production Fund 
to increase the cotton production.
The general GCAP renders more serv­
ices and facilities in the field of mar­
keting and production for cotton farm­
ers including supplying them with 
good seeds. It also provides support to 
farmers who plant cotton in more than 
500 to 800 fadan.
Development measures taken in this 
direction led to an increase in Cotton 
production. In 1997 Yemen exported 7 
million kgm of cotton in comparison to 
2 million kgm in 1996. In 1999, cotton 
exports reached million kgm, that is 
equals 20 thousand tons. During the

past three years, the revenues from cot­
ton exports reached $12 million

Encouraging the Private Investment 
Polices of the agricultural reform came 
to face some difficulties including the 
financial limitations which to improve 
planting and producing cotton.
Therefore, the Ministry of Agriculture 
identified new areas which have more 
favorable weather for cotton planta­
tion. It also took measures to support 
the trend to encourage the private sec­
tor to invest in the production, market­
ing and manufacturing of cotton. This 
can have a salutary effect to improve 
the balance of payment of the state, 
and buoy up the economy of the coun­
try.
Agricultural Sources indicate that the 
private sector investment in this field 
will make available the modern tech­
nology and all necessary insecticide for 
pest control.

Yemeni Cotton and its Quality:
Yemeni cotton is of high quality. It 
competes with that of Egypt. The 
Yemeni Corporation for Textile and 
Weaving exports cotton to Portugal, 
Spain, Germany, Turkey through a 
Swiss company which markets 500 
tons on an annual basis from many 
countries all over the world.
There are two factories for Weaving 
and Textiles in Sana'a and Aden. 
However, the need for the private sec­
tor still exist to invest in the weaving 
and textile sector. According to the offi­
cial plans, during the current season 
and until the end of the 2001 there will 
be a campaign to extend cotton plan­
ning to many areas. In 2002-2003 it 
will be extended to Lahj and Hodeidah. 
Agricultural sources confirm that there 
are serious efforts to increase the 
opportunity for the private sector to 
invest in the planting, cotton manufac­
turing and marketing of cotton which 
will be a promising source for generat­
ing revenues to support the Yemeni
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American Financial Aid to Yemen 
An American grant of USS 31.25 
million has been recently received 
by Yemen. The grant which comes 
within an aid program will be uti­
lized for implementation of a num­
ber of developmental projects in the 
fields of roads, water, education, 
bridges, etc.

Net Profits of CBY: 20.6 Billion 
Rials

Net profits of the Central Bank of 
Yemen (CBY) reached 20,600,000 
000 rials during the financial year 
2000 out of which 15,000,000,000 is 
revenues of the bank from external 
assets.

USS 1.45 per Barrel of Al- 
Masilah Crude Oil

The Yemeni Oil & Gas Corporation 
has priced the exported crude oil of 
Al-Masilah at USS 1.45 per barrel. 
Chief among importers of Al- 
Masilah crude oil are BP, Total, etc.

Yemeni-Saudi Relations 
Conference

The first session of Yemeni Saudi 
Relations held in Sana’a last week to 
discuss development of the econom­
ic systems, promotion of investment 
in the two countries, transit trade, 
financing infrastructure by private 
sector, increase the volume of trade 
exchange between the two coun­
tries.

REMAH Valley: Natural Environment 
with Economic Outcome

Yassin Al-Tamimis

T
he range of western 
mountains is one of the 
wonderful signs of geo­
logical formation in 
Yemen . This range is very 
important from the natural point of 

view as has the second waterfall after 
Hadhramaut Hill. But it is the first to 
receive an annual average rainfall of 
about 1000mm. This gives it a strategic 
importance since more than seven 
large valleys descend from this moun­
tain range. The most important of 
these valleys is Mour valley - the west­
ern gutter of Yemen, then Seham, 
Zabid, Remah, Sordod and Rissian. 
These valleys are sequenced according 
to their importance. These valleys 
exemplify 
a natural conglomeration of animal 
and botanical diversity. They are also 
covered with a permanent green cover 
of consisting of various trees and crops 
throughout the year. This range varies 
in height from Tehama Plain in the 
west to the Middle Plains and from 
these mountains many sub valleys and 
streams descend which form the main 
valleys. This range has a rich diversity 
of flora and fauna.

REMAH Valley : about 2500 m2
It’s a good advantage point for calcu­
lating the magnitude of the western 
mountains. Despite its being at the 
midpoint among the valleys, it has the 
distinctive feature of having a perenni­
al stream along its main canal in 
TEHAMA Plain. It is also conspicuous 
by its fertile soil and the number of 
plateaus which spread across many 
districts such as BILLAD AROUS, 
DHAORAN, ANES, ASHARG 
MOUNTAIN, MAGREB ANS, 
UTOMAH, ASALAFIA, KUSMA, 
WES AB AL ALI, and WES AB ASAF- 
FEL.

Vital variety
The valley has another feature of hav­
ing vegetation throughout the year due 
to the availability of a perennial 
stream. But the arable land is limited 
since the valley is narrow as the other 
valleys in the west.
In regard to the fruits and vegetables of 
higher bread, banana comes in the first 
rank for its high quality and good har­
vest which a part from fulfilling the 
local needs are exported as well. 
Besides banana there are other vari­
eties of fruits such as papaya ( sham 
grapes ), mango and palms. In addi­
tion to these there are the screw pine 
trees which fill the valley with a nice 
fragrance and are used for social occa­
sions in the valley. Moreover, these 
trees are a good means for the protec­

tion the arable lands against floods. 
There are many species of birds living 
in the valley throughout the year such 
as Water King as it is called in the val­
ley. These species depend mainly on 
fish which is so plenty available in the 
valley and people depend on it as a 
favorite food. Above all there are many 
species of animals in the valley such as 
sheep, goats, cows and camels.

IBEX Environment
The diversity of the valley’s ecology 
gave ibex a suitable and unique envi­
ronment to sustain itself for centuries 
until it became extinct in the beginning 
of the 80s of the last century as a result 
of the devastating fire list by the 
hunters and poachers. There are many 
signs that this animal survived for so 
many centuries because of a natural 
habitat. It was used as a precious sac­
rifice for the Gods by ancient Yemenis. 
And after the dawn of Islam it ceased 
to be an easy prey. However, its deli­
cious meat led many people to follow it 
over the rugged descents.
The habitat of this extinct species 
which is also known as the wild He- 
goat was the target of many teams of 
experts from the Center for Cultivating 
Unique Animals in Ashareka. This 
team was headed by Mr. Naji Thoabah 
the Chairman of the Natural Resources 
and Researches in the council. Mr. 
Peter Rait was the representative of the 
center which undertook the survey in 
collaboration with ADHABARA 
Association in Kusma district. The 
visit lasted two days and it was a good 
chance for exploring the environment 
in which the rarer species ibex lived. 
As the inhabitants of that region said 
there were a large number of this ani­
mal in this valley before 20 years. 
Moreover, there are signs of the holy 
place the Ibex enjoyed as evident from 
its horns hung in houses as an auspi­
cious omen to discard any evil spell. 
People there also narrated the story of 
Ashiakh Hidarah Al-Afif who tried to 
stop hunting this animal and who suc­

ceeded to some extent but after some 
time the situation became as before. 
During the visit of the team to this dis­
trict along with Ashiakh Ali Mahdi 
Adhubarah the Chairman of the 
Association the possibility of reviving 
the species again in this area due to its 
congenial environment was explored. 
Mr. Naji Thwabah stated that in view 
of these factors, the council can 
announce the district of 
“ADHABARAH” as a natural sanctu­
ary. This is of course with the collabo­
ration of the native population after 
carrying out the necessary survey on 
the quality of the biological diversity 
and after demarcation of the borders as 
well as defining limits for human 
colonies.
To Mr. Peter Rite, a specialist in the 
Environment Studies, the signs are 
encouraging for launching this project 
as an ideal example which may eventu­
ally lead to expand the protectorate to 
include new areas in all directions, 
especially those which share the same 
geological formation and biological 
environment as ADHABARAH.
As experts opined Ibex has a striking 
resemblance with some other different 
kinds of goats in the area in terms of 
color spots on the body. On the other 
hand there was another kind of wild 
animals which was known as 
“Mountain Gazelle” but regrettably it 
also met the same destiny as Ibex.
However, the experts in the Council for 
the Protection of Environment realized 
that the circumstances are suitable to 
breed and revive this mountain gazelle 
along with Ibex again. To the people of 
the district this project is a dream they 
are looking forward to come true. In 
other words, they are so enthusiastic to 
carry out this project as soon as possi­
ble. This is for the sake of the protec­
tion of the extinct animal species still 
living in district against any atrocious 
actions. This enthusiasm clearly 
reflected on their faces during their 
discussions with the experts of the 
council.

Cost Sharing for Primary 
Health Care: Workshop

U
 nder the auspices of 
Professor Dr. Abdul 
Nasir Al-Munibari, 
Minister of Public 
Health and Population 

Oxfam GB Yemen and Health Sector 
Reform Support Unit, Public Health 
and Population Ministry held a on 27 
June workshop on the cost sharing for 
primary health care in the public sector 
of Yemen. In the workshop a study 
conducted by Oxfam (GB) in Yemen in 
Collaboration with the Health Sector 
Reform Support Unit, Public Health 
and Population. In the workshop the 
study will be presented on current cost 
sharing practices in public health 
financing and how these affect the 
poor and vulnerable among the Yemeni 
population. The study presentation will 
be made to representatives from the 
Public Health and Population Ministry, 
other policy makers and donors to dis­
cuss and
explore ways to 
improve the
current system 
of cost-sharing 
and possible 
alternative 
options for the 
future health 
financing.
The study cov­
ered four gov­
ernment facili­
ties and 12 
donor support­
ed schemes 
across the
country, which had introduced cost 
sharing by patients in the form of fees 
for basic service and drugs. It gathered 
and analyzed the perceptions of over 
1,000 users and non-users, members of 
health facility committees, health serv­
ices. It also evaluated the degree to 
which cost-Sharing schemes achieved 
the aims of enhancing access to health 
care and promoting equity and com­
munity participation.
The study revealed wide variations in

how schemes were implemented. 
While many people were prepared to 
contribute to financing basic health 
care, as many as one person in two 
could not afford to do so, and had to 
either forgo treatment or get into debt 
and sink further into poverty to obtain 
treatment. Exemption policies were 
found to be inadequate or non-existent, 
with the result that many of the poor 
were denied access to basic health 
facilities. As one poor man in Ibb gov­
ernorate said: “The poor who cannot 
afford to feed their children ....how 
will they afford to pay?” The study 
showed that the priority for most peo­
ple was affordable and locally avail­
able drugs and services of good quali­
ty, and safeguards for those who could 
not afford treatment.
The study report recommends that the 
current cost sharing schemes be 
improved. Key areas for improvement

include national guidance on defini­
tions of poverty, a clearly defined and 
well-publicized exemption policy, and 
steps to improve service and supply of 
drugs, including better staff training 
and supervision, reinvestment of rev­
enue and improved auditing and moni­
toring of the schemes. The study aims 
to stimulate debate around the devel­
opment of health financing policy and 
practice that would protect the poor.
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COMMON SENSE
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

The Lesson from the Balkans
Wanted: A World Free of Demagogues and Dictators

U
ndoubtedly, the news of 
the final hurdle of the 
slow and humiliating fall 
of SlobodanMelosovitch, is an 

important milestone in the fight 
against dictatorships by demagogues 
and bloodthirsty hate mongers, who 
rely on their bigotry and chauvinism to 
rise to power and then put their coun­
tries through fruitless adventures and 
cause hardships for millions. Yes, 
Slobodan Melosovitch had stained the 
history of mankind with his ruthless 
drive to “purify” his nation from those 
who did not meet his own standards of 
national affiliation and to rely on 
mythological grounds for the estab­
lishment of a new Greater Serbia, but 
in the end reduced the country to a 
fraction of what it was even under 
Communist rule. There are obviously 
important lessons that can be learned 
from this case of political criminology, 
if that is the name that suits the kind of 
regime of which the likes of Hitler and 
Melosovitch might be said to pursue in 
their quest for satisfying an egotistical 
mania that surely is out of tune with 
the progress that man has made in the 
political and social front, especially in 
this century.
The first lesson is that in this world of 
rapid communications and an aggres­
sive international press there can be 
nothing hidden from the world. The 
ethnic cleansing campaign of 
Melosovitch and his cronies in Bosnia, 
as discreet as the Serbs tried to keep it 
was widely observed throughout the 
world and it was just a matter of time

before the international community 
reacted to quickly save the rest of the 
Bosnian Moslems from the extermina­
tion campaign that Melosovitch had 
unleashed in the gentle hills of Bosnia- 
Herzogovnia. Although it was not 
until Melosovitch and his puppets have 
massacred 200,000 Moslems in 
Bosnia, that he was finally stopped, the 
international community should be 
credited still for acting as it did. Much 
of the credit of exposing the ugliness 
of the ambitions of Melosovitch must 
go to maverick reporting by the likes 
of Christiane Amanpour of CNN, who 
literally risked her life on a number of 
occasions to show the world the kind 
of madness that was being perpetrated 
by Melosovitch in the Balkans. 
Indeed, the ugliness of mass rape and 
cold blooded murder of innocent civil­
ians, was more than the world could 
stand. The United States, under the 
leadership and personal initiative of 
former President William Clinton, also 
acted beyond what national self- inter­
est would normally dictate and the 
humanitarian gesture is to be com­
mended.
But, dictators tend to oblivious to les­
sons that are learned in the past. So, 
Melosovitch’s thirst for blood pre­
vailed above all sense of logic and 
rationality. If it could not be done in 
Bosnia, then let’s do it closer to home. 
The same mentality prevailed in 
Melosovitch’s mind in handling the 
Kosovo crisis, where he mistakenly 
thought his legitimate foundations 
were stronger to prevent international 
action against him. However, it seems 

that Melosovitch brought failed to 
account for the calamity of bringing 
international action against him right 
in his own turf. Accordingly, the peo­
ple of Serbia could see first-hand that 
what Melosovitch was doing was of no 
service to them nor did it add anything 
to their greatness. This time the laser 
guided bombs and missiles were dis­
rupting a normal and peaceful life for 
the Serbs, and in the end would do no 
good for Serbia in the international 
community. The Serbs were able to 
realize that as far as they were con­
cerned they could do better without 
him and soon the people made it clear 
that Melosovitch just had to go.
Thus, the international community has 
now taken it upon itself that human 
rights indeed is an international issue 
and that it is paramount that no man 
should be allowed to decide the fate of 
his fellow human beings at his own 
whim, even if they are within the bor­
ders of the territory that is “sovereign”. 
Of course, Melosovitch is not the only 
dictator in the world and he is not the 
only proponent of “ethnic cleansing” 
campaigns, or demagogic concepts. 
Nevertheless, one should expect that 
the attention of the international com­
munity against such outdated national­
ist themes needs to be promoted wher­
ever such kind of chauvinism is 
preached. This area of the world has 
been witnessing this kind of demagog­
ic “nationalism”, in the form of a 
Zionist machinery that has practiced 
methodical ethnic cleansing for the 
past 100 years in the Holy Land and 
surely is worthy of international atten­

tion, to save what is left of the 
Palestinian people before Ariel 
Sharon's bloodthirsty trait goes into 
high gear and insures that the dema­
gogic drcam of Eretz. Israel is realized 
before the international community 
puts and end to this madness that is as 
foreign to the region as eating pork.
It is also worth noting that there were 
very good relations between the 
regime in Tel Aviv and Slobodan 
Melosovitch and Israel was a “donor” 
country to the Serbs, even in the times 
when Serbia was boycotted by the 
international campaigns, providing 
technical assistance to the Serb gangs 
that were unleashing havoc in Bosnia 
and expertise in the way of conducting 
hate mongering on a systematic scale. 
Surely, this is also a chance for many 
of the dictators in the region to look 
back on their records, and to remember 
that in the end dictatorships neither 
serve their people nor lead to the 
dreams of glory they envision for 
themselves.
They should also realize that their peo­
ple will be the last to stand by them 
when these dictators become the tar­
gets of an international community 
that would like to sec a world free of 
the likes of Melosovitch and many of 
the dictators that are still putting their 
people through senseless adventures 
that do neither their people any good 
nor to the peace and stability, which 
the world needs in order to overcome 
the pressing issues of poverty, depriva­
tion and all the maladies that can 
become the basis of a dangerous time 
bomb that will threaten all of mankind.

SILVER 
LINING

Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi 
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

Time is Precious, Guys!

I
t is a common belief that 
respect for time and adherence 
to punctuality is one of the 
major ingredients of success 
and prosperity of the advanced 
world. It is this ethical norm that has 

brought about the welfare of these 
nations. This is because the concept of 
time is a very important factor that 
keeps us on the track of success, either 
at the national or the individual level. 
Time is precious and valuable and 
hence people have to utilize every 
moment effectively and in a proper 
way. Respect for time and considera­
tion for punctuality means a lot for 
any nation or individual. It means that 
people perceive time as a very impor­
tant clement in the realm of produc­
tivity and their welfare. In short, it 
means that these people are produc­
tive and active members of the socie­
ty. Furthermore, it is an indication that 
every person has something to do with 
the society and its development. They 
are all involved in the development 
process. However, they don’t work till 
they drain off their energy. Rather, 
they never miss their vacations and 
use them in a way so that when they 
are back to their work, they are more 
energetic and full of life. They give 
everything its due right and always 
keep it balanced.
Unfortunately, in Yemen it is only a 
few who are punctual and who respect 
time. Just pay a visit to any govern­
ment office. You will be, of course, 
appalled. Employees just come to the 
office and sign at 8: 30 in the morn­
ing. Then, they go for breakfast. They 
come back after some time and keep 
hanging around in the Ministry 
offices. Therefore, if one has some­
thing to be done, he/she has to go 
around looking for the person in 
charge. You might meet him. But he 
will tell you to come tomorrow or the 
day after or give any other baseless 
excuse. This is the case of the ordi­
nary employees. But the high ranking 
officials might attend office at 10 or 
even 11 in the morning and stay for 
some time and then leave. While 
being in the office, their doors are shut 
and guards are standing there as stat­
ues preventing any one to meet this or 

that guy.
Well, this is the daily routine one 
almost finds in all ministries’ offices. 
It is an acute headache, isn’t it? Every 
employee considers himself a sultan 
in his office since the sense of 
accountability is entirely absent. It is 
an irresponsible behavior that makes 
our work very much bureaucratic.
Another interesting point is this. I 
have always attended press confer­
ences, workshops, seminars and other 
kinds of such stuff. I have never found 
that even a single seminar or meeting 
has started as scheduled. They might 
announce, for instance, that the event 
will start at 10 o’clock. You have to 
expect that it will start at around 11 
o’clock. Sometimes, you might have 
an appointment with a person he 
might keep you waiting for a long 
time, which is actually very worrying. 
He might not even call and apologize. 
If you blame him the next time you 
meet for not keeping his word. He 
might simply say “SORRY.” What a 
curse!
Besides, even a few foreigners work­
ing in Yemen who are supposed to be 
our role models in this respect seem to 
have adopted the Yemeni way in not 
respecting time. In other words, these 
people have adopted the Yemeni way 
of not giving much attention to the 
value of time. This is disturbing too. 
More paradoxically, we always seem 
to be fully preoccupied and busy. We 
are busy at work, at home and every­
where. The result is that we produce 
nothing tangible or fruitful. This, of 
course, doesn’t mean that there are no 
hardworking and punctual people in 
our society. On the contrary, there are 
some highly hardworking people who 
go to the other extreme in their adher­
ence to hard work and time utilization. 
Sometimes hard work is tiring but it is 
very interesting and makes one enjoy 
life. In fact, hard work never hurts.
Finally, 1 believe our neglect for value 
of time and punctuality is one of the 
main reasons for being backward. 
Time is very important and precious. 
It is only when we spend the work 
time at work that a real growth in the 
society can take place. Do you think 
so? I do!

Security Business in Yemen
Mohammed All Alanisi

Those involved with the security of the 
private sector should clearly under­
stand that security is not just another 
job; it is by all means a responsibility 
.Therefore , professional security staff 
should carefully
1- define the boundaries of the busi­
ness which security is being provided 
for;
2- specify the map of the business 
operation sites;
3- highlight all the prospective securi­
ty problems;
4- conduct risk evaluation through a 
historical study of the security situa­
tion related to the type of business (by 
area and tribal affiliation); and most 
importantly.
5- keep a list of authorities contacts, in 
addition to all possible support alterna­
tives.

Defining Security Business 
Boundaries:
The factors involved in defining the 
boundaries of a business must include: 
work force locals- non locals (expatri­
ates); assets and vulnerability to dam­
age, possibility of hi-jacking and 
abduction.

Map of operation sites:
The operation sites map should include 
all the locations of the company’s fixed 
assets in addition to wherever the oper­
ation vehicles and on-duty-personnel 
are scheduled to go through at the time 
of the project.

Prospective Security problems
This factor fluctuates at the level of 
risk depending on the overall political 
and economic variations. (These situa­
tions must be constantly monitored).

Risk Evaluation
Statistics are available officially or 
through other existing businesses. The 
geographical security breakdown 
divides Yemen into four sections;
a- North and North-Eastern areas 
(bedouins);
b- Mountainous area (mixture of tribal 
affiliation);
c- Coastal areas; and 
d- Others
One should keep in mind that the trib­
al factor is as effective as the political 
factor in evaluating the security situa­
tion in a designated area.

Contacts
The Yemeni Government is trying hard 
to formalize a security system to help 
the business sector. The Ministry of 
Interior (MOI) and the Ministry of 
Defense (MOD) are the main official 
contacts through their Joint Control 
Center that is linked directly to the 
highest official authorities. Moreover, 
social figures also are effective in 
some areas (mainly in the tribal sec­
tion).
Next issue; Forming a security team; 
Those interested are most welcome to 
send their comments, views or ques­
tions to the e-mail listed above.

The loss of a Great man and a 
Brave leader

ALAS! We heard of the death of Major 
General Mohamed Abdullah Saleh, the 
President’s eldest brother. We (military 
staff and civilians) are all very sad 
because he was an honorable com­
mander and an excellent example for 
all military commanders. This unique 
leader was truthful and loyal. He spent 
most of his life in serving his home 
with honesty. Most of the military staff 
considered him as a father and an eld­
est brother. Why? Because he used to 
give a hand to anyone in need. He 
occupied a number of important mili­
tary posts in the Yemeni Government. 
We suddenly lost this distinguished 
leader, which is a loss for the whole 

country. However, his good deeds and 
name will continue to be carved in our 
memory. We consider him as one of the 
martyrs. We will always remember 
him. In fact, our home needs figures as 
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh. 
Therefore, all military persons should 
be like him in serving our beloved 
home, Yemen.
Finally, we pray to God to bless him 
and rest his soul in Heaven.
Also we send our condolences to 
President Ali Abdullh Saleh, and the 
family and relatives of Mohammed 
Abdullah Saleh.

Captain Ali Almaweri 
Ministry of Defense

More letters on page 14

DEVIL’S ADVOCATE
By Sharif Akram

Turco-Arab Relations
A General Outlook of The Course of History

T
urks and Arabs, once the 
major and determining 
players of the History of 
Islam, shared and 
enriched their respective 
cultures with the glorious civilization 
of each other, and paved the way for 

the modernization of other civiliza­
tions. But where are they standing 
today?
According to Bernard Lewis, the start 
of the modern History of Middle East 
begins at the turn of the 18th and 19th 
centuries when a French expedi­
tionary force commanded by General 
Napoleon Bonaparte invaded and 
conquered Egypt and stayed there 
until it was forced to leave by a 
British force commanded by Nelson. 
This event heralded two important 
messages for the Middle East for the 
coming years; that even a small west­
ern force could conquer, occupy and 
rule one of the heartlands of the 
Ottoman Empire without serious dif­
ficulty and that, not the regional 
power, but only another western 
power could get rid of the problem. 
This showed the way to the end of the 
Islamic Empires that ruled the Middle 
East since the Prophet...
So for the following decades, the fate 
of Middle East in political, economic 
and cultural fields was shaped by non­
Middle Eastern States. After the 
destruction of the Ottoman Empire 
neither the Turks nor the Arabs could 
form another powerful country in the 
Middle East that could determine its 
own fate.
Towards the end and after the destruc­
tion of the Ottoman Empire, the West 
used the Turks and the Arabs against 
each other, creating a contrived ani­
mosity among them. Once the ani­
mosity was created, it was exploited 
by the Western Powers in many ways 
to achieve their political aims. Turkey 
trying to be a member of the Western 
World and under the influence of ide­
ologies of NATO, began to see her 
fellow and brother Arab countries as 
inferior and became a victim of 
Western machination, losing her neu­
trality in international politics. It even 
supported France during the Algerian 
War OF Independence, forgetting her 
own war of independence for sover­
eignty, forgetting that she was the first 
Islamic country to be independent 
which has been looked at as a role 
model for the other suppressed 
nations of the World.
Republican Turkey cannot be alien to 
its Ottoman Civilization. Actually her 
past will finally shape Turkeys role 
for the future. History, whether politi­
cal, social, economic or cultural is not 
only a part of past, but it is an identi­
ty, it is also means to shape future and 
provide a background for the identity 
of the people.
Turkey is a country with a rich and 
vast Islamic background, which con­
stitutes one of the major components 
of its cultural identity.
On the other hand, after the First 
World War a completely new orienta­
tion dominated the Arabs who were 
now divided and came under the con­
trol of various colonial states. During 
this period the Arab elite attempted to 
find and assert its national identity in 
regionalism. Colonial regimes spon­
sored this move and local cadres were 
created to implement this policy. As 
Abou al-Haj observes: "In condemn­
ing the Ottoman regime and all things 
Turkish, the scholarship helped this 
group gloss over its role as part of the 
Ottoman elite..."
Arab nationalism and concentration, 
which was an effort to find the roots 
of national identity in a nation-state. 
The focus was on the unity of Arab 
history. None of the Arab historians 
realized that " the inspiration for the 
idea of the common identity of the 
Arab peoples and their common her­
itage is rooted in the preceding four 
centuries of Ottoman rule. The 
Ottoman period is strangely treated as 
a period of alien domination.
It is general knowledge that the Arab 
speaking provinces of the Ottoman 
Empire enjoyed a de facto autonomy 
in their internal administration and 
that the Arab provinces paid less tax 
than Anatolian and the Balkan 
provinces, and that some areas, such 
as Hejaz, lived for centuries on substi- 
nance provided by the Ottoman gov­
ernment.
It is strange that a great amount of 

research work on the Arab provinces 
under the Ottoman rule derives its 
data from Russian, Austrian, German, 
French and British Archives while a 
small effort is done to get data from 
the Turkish Archives.
It is well known now that much of the 
information about Turks in the Syrian 
textbooks came directly from the text­
books developed during the French 
mandate by French commissioners of 
Education. The Egyptian textbooks 
are to a great extent the legacy of 
British colonial administration. 
Unfortunately, even today many 
Syrians and Egyptians accept as a fac­
tual truth the stereotypes about Turks 
they inherited from the French and the 
English and perpetuate them as their 
own national culture.
An examination of the Egyptian high 
school text books reveals what the 
kind of image given to Egyptian 
youth on the Ottoman Empire and 
Turkish-Arab relations. One can find 
that the main source of these books 
was the history written by European 
authors. So an European is easily dis­
cernible repeated in them. The 
emphasis is on the populist-national­
ist interpretation, with at times a 
strong denunciation of, and a negative 
judgement on, the impact of the 
Ottoman Turkish role. The Ottoman 
regime is presented a colonial, impe­
rial exploitation of Egypt, and that the 
Turkish elite ruled the country as a 
dominant class alienated from the 
Egyptian people who isolated the 
country from the West, resulting in its 
backwardness.
A more careful examination of the 
history will bring to the fore another 
role of the Ottoman rule, that is pro­
tecting Egypt against the Portuguese 
menace, upholding the Sunni doc­
trine, as whole under the Ottoman 
protection. Egypt, whoever, was able 
to preserve its religious and cultural 
identity and was able to be resurrect­
ed in the 20th century as an Arab 
nation-state. Just imagine if there had 
been no strong Ottoman Empire pro­
tecting the world of Islam, the fate 
than that of the countries of the 
Middle East would have been no 
different of the countries of East Asia 
(India, Indo-China), Africa and Latin 
America. They would be just another 
territory of the Christian colonialist 
countries.
The split in attitudes to history is not 
only divided between the Turks and 
the Arabs, but also among the Arabs 
themselves. During the uprising of the 
Wahabis, the expedition of 
Mohammed Ali against the Wahabis 
is praised by the majority of the 
Egyptian scholars and scientists, 
while a Saudi Scholar, S. Ghannam, 
sees the same expedition a crusading 
invasion. 2
To write the history of a given Arab 
province under the Ottoman rule 
without consulting Turkish docu­
ments and sources is a great mistake. 
For such writings will concentrate on 
the Ottoman administration in the 
absence of the Ottoman viewpoint.
It is evident that the Turks and Arabs 
must take a close look at the source of 
their mutual images. One can say fair­
ly safely that the Turkish and Arab 
elementary schools, and especially 
textbooks used there, are the key 
instruments that shape the images of 
the future generations.
In order to make a constructive 
approach to the four centuries of com­
mon historical existence, we should 
focus more on economic, social and 
cultural tics. Instead of repeating 
superficial generalizations or pur­
posely distorting historical facts and 
situations for the sake of national fal­
lacies, we should dig into the 
immense Ottoman archives to estab­
lish the realities which made possible 
this long coexistence and cooperation. 
One should not forget that the easiest 
way to run from the responsibilities 
and duties of history and today's 
world is to blame the others.
It is absolutely necessary to take a 
close look at the textbooks used in 
Turkish and Arab schools and correct 
the false notions. This can contribute 
greatly to removing one of the major 
psychological roadblocks to better 
Arab-Turkish relations. It will also 
give a strong impetus to forming a 
stronger and more dignified existence 
in the Middle East.
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Hodeidah: A Historic 
and Tourist Destination

I
n his book 'Al-Muqtataf, the 
eminent historian Mr. Justice 
Abdullah bin Abdulkarim al- 
Jurafi, writes "Hodeidah is the 
biggest and greatest city of 
Tehama." Sources indicate that 

Hodeidah was established in 700 
Hijirah. Its name was derived from a 
lady named Hodeidah who had a cafe 
in a small village near the sea and 
where strangers and travelers used to 
rest and sleep.
Hodeidah's importance derives from 
the strategic location the city enjoys on 
the Red Sea. It extends from al-Makha 
in the south northward to Midi and the 
other northern islands. Such a location 
combines the benefits of a fertile land 
and richness of marine life that covers 
about 60% of the local consumption. 
Large quantities of fruits such as 
banana, mango, watermelon, papaya, 
etc. are annually exported to European 
markets. In addition, there are more 
than 5 million palm trees in the 
Tehamah.
Attracted by such features, many dif­
ferent invaders occupied Hodeidah 
which was the passage to the whole 
Yemen. Thirty three fortresses that 
spread around the city and along its 
coasts. These are a live evidence of the 
many wars the city has passed through.

Kamaran is the oldest among these 
fortresses. It dates back to the Persian 
invasion in 620. It contains a secret 
tunnel that looks like a well leading to 
Al-Qofl area. The biggest one is Job 
Al-Zeilaai in Al-Luheiah which dates 
back to the first Ottoman invasion. It 
consists of three floors, 14 rooms, a 
mosque, halls, dancing floors, a water 
tank, etc. The name is said to derive 
from the al-Zailaai tribe who were the 
first people to settle down in al- 
Luheiah.

Prosperity of Trade
It is believed that the city witnessed a 
prosperous commercial movement in

the 10th centu­
ry (Hijirah). 
Some historic 
sources men­
tion that the 
Dutch estab­
lished a com­
mercial center 
in Al-Shehr, 
Al-Makha and 
Hodeidah. In 
1986 a British 
journalist 
called John 
arrived in 
Hodeidah. He

made efforts to promote the ship indus­
try, exportation of coffee to Jeddah, 
Egypt, Europe and other destinations. 
James Brus, an English traveler high­
lighted the importance of Jeizan to 
export Yemeni coffee. He said that 
Hodeidah and al-Luheiah seaports 
were becoming more important for 
exporting coffee. Statistically, in 1886, 
Yemeni exports of coffee via Hodeidah 
seaport reached £2 million.
There was initially no seaport in its real 
sense. There used to be only a deck that 
the Turks built in 1881 in front of the 
Old Customs Authority. Only ruins of 
this building are still there which are in 
urgent need of renovation.

Tourism
As mentioned before, the city of 
Hodeidah lies in the middle of the 
Tehamah plains. The city is divided 
into two parts. One is extended along 
the coast northward until the Midi 
island. This part is distinguished by the 
thick line of doums in addition to dif­
ferent kind of plants which make the 
whole area suitable as tourist resorts. 
The other part extends southward from 
Al-Dureihimi until Al-Khokhah and al- 
Makha. This part is featured by a line 
of more than 5 million palm trees. The 
harvest season is celebrated by the 
native people. But if exploited proper-

ly, revenues of this part may not exceed 
half of that of the first part. Studies and 
researches indicate that tourism in the 
city depends heavily on environment. 
The coral reefs in the Red Sea and 
forests such as Bora forest are the most 
important tourist attractions.

Djabal Bora Forest
Djabal Bora lies 50 km to the east of 
Hodeidah. This area is characterized by 
difficult relieves and high mountains 
upto 2200 m above sea level. There are 
many passages leading to this area, the 
easiest being through Bajel. After 
20kms along the agricultural road, vis­
itors stand face to face with high moun­
tains constituting what is in geographi­
cal terms called Yemen Western 
Heights. Diversity of its climate helps 
grow diverse kinds of plants here. 
Djabal Bora Forest is one of the richest 
Yemeni regions in biodiversity. Down 
in the Wadi layers of basaltic and gran-

ite present magnificent scenery. Floods 
due to heavy rains and natural springs 
have added to the beauty of the area. 
Marvelous slopes have been created by 
continuous floods. Many local people 
as well as tourists flock to relax here. A 
granite column stands like a giant amid 
the forest surrounded by thick trees. 
Tens of plant species and wild animals 
such as loins, tigers, wolves, reptiles, 
colorful butterflies, birds, baboons, 
etc., can be seen here. Many of these 
species have disappeared in other parts 
of Yemen.
As far as the coral reefs are concerned

they are in need for promotion. 
According to studies by General 
Authority for Tourism, there is no oil 
pollution in the far away island coats. It 
is added that the region that stretches 
from Hodeidah to Midi is protected by 
the islands.
Diving areas are still very primitive. It 
extends along the al-kateeb area. There 
is a group of small boats which carry 
divers to an area called 'Al-Shi'ab' (the 
reefs) for 100 rials for locals and 500 
rials for foreigners. Some people 
believe that this area was earlier part of 
the city, but was covered by sea.
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Dr. Awad Ba-Matraf to YT:
“The authority accomplished in the year 2000 a field survey on the 70 

Red Sea Islands in addition tone on Socotra archipelago island”
r. Awad Abdulla Ba- 
Matraf, the Chairman of 
General Authority for 
Promotion &
Development of Yemeni

Islands, was born in 1946 in Gheil 
Bawazer-Hadramout. He has assumed 
many senior positions.
Our colleague, Ismael Al-Ghabiri of 
Yemen Times met him and field this 
interview on the project of Yemeni 
Islands development set up by the 
Authority.

Q: When was the Authority estab­
lished and what were its the objec­
tives?
A: The Authority was established in 
1999 by the Republican Decree No. 
285. The special concern of our 
President Ali Abdullah Salih and his 
sincere support, in addition to the polit­
ical resolution of establishing our 
authority as an independent juridical 
entity, all of these will be our tools to 
achieve our goals.
The objectives of the General 
Authority for Promotion and 
Development of the Yemeni Islands are 
the following:
1) Promotion and development of the 
Yemeni Island, economically socially 
and culturally.
2) Encourage citizens to settle in the 
non-inhabited Islands and improve the 
living conditions of fishermen.
3) Strengthening the capabilities of the 
local authority.
4) Investment of all natural resources 
like fishery, tourism etc existing in the 
Islands.
5) Preservation of biodiversity in 
Yemeni Islands through creating a bal­
ance between overall Islands develop­
ment and environment preservation.
6) Encourage local, Arab and foreign 
investment in Yemeni Islands especial­
ly in tourism, sport, diving and fishery 
etc.
7) Promotion of the infrastructure in 
electricity, water, roads, communica­
tion and agriculture.
8) Provide regular transport means 

among the Islands.
9) Construction of fishing berths in 
some Island to assist fishermen in fish­
ing process.
10) Many Island are located in the 
international navigation line. Because 
of this advantage, there is a great 
chance for investment to supply fresh, 
water and fuel to the passing vessels.
11) Experiences of the other countries 
that have developed their small Islands 
will be taken into consideration.

Q: Can you tell us a little about the 
kind of projects implemented so far 
by the Authority?
A: The Authority started by making a 
field survey of the Red Sea Islands, 
counted as more than 70 Islands in the 
year 2000. All specialization in the 
fields of economy, fish, environment, 
sociology, health, tourism, education, 
marine, ports, etc are covered i the sur­
vey in order to have actual information 
and to define each Island’s speciality. 
The outcome of this team’s site visit 
shall be reflected in a master plan 
where projects and priorities will be 
defined and included in our develop­
ment plan so as to look for potential 
financing by either local or foreign 
agencies.

Q: What are the plans of the 
Authority to develop the islands, 
especially those islands which enjoy 
special features and environments?
A: Our plan started with the one for the 
Socotra archipelago. The master plan 
for developing Socotra Island’s has 
already been prepared by the European 
communities. This master plan con­
tains many projects where priorities 
have been identified by the internation­
al organizations and the state authori­
ties. We shall abide by this and imple­
ment these priorities for Islands devel­
opment. Preservation of biodiversity of 
the archipelago shall be our special 
concern for its rare environment distin­
guishes it from others.

Q: What are your plans for the next

year?
A: Next year, a workshop is going to 
be held in order to focus on our tasks 
and to present all relevant information 
and data that we may get through the 
survey process so that we can select the 
priority projects and, and identify this 
individuals and officials who worked 
before in the Islands or prepared some 
proposals or studies.
Two branches of our Authority will be 
established, one for the Red sea and the 
other, for the Arabian sea along with 
the Islands offices where projects may 
be carried out. This, of course, depends 
on the funding we hope to get.
This is only an initial outline about the 
Authority’s activities.

Fact Related to the Islands
1- The global Environmental facility 
(GEF) Socotra project’s implemented 
by UNDP-UNOPS and the 
Government of Yemen (EPC) has pre­
pared a Master plan of Socotra 
Document.
2- The Document outlines implementa­
tion of the plan in two phases:
Phase 1- situation analysis findings and 
recommendations, Phase 2- selection 
of projects form the Master plan docu­
ment for the next ten years.

3- Objectives of the Master plan is: 
a) To draw a land use plan.
b) To look for technical or financial 
Assistance to preserve the environment 
specification in Socotra.
c) Conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and natural resources.
d) To focus on the community impact. 
e) The projects selected by the 
Ministry of Planning are those which 
A- Suggest guide lines and regular 
conditions for infrastructure (Tourism 
+ Fishery)
B- Provide framework for other proj­
ects and to operate successfully (local 
community Development project + 
Environmental Management project.) 
C- Affecting a majority of the popula­
tion.

The main goals of the survey which the 
authority has under taken recently is to 
focus on more than 110 Islands of the 
Red Sea only 10 of which are inhibited. 
The Authority is thinking of measures 
to encourage people to live in the other 
islands.

The main strategies of the survey are to 
look for the natural resources existing 
in the Islands.
- To develop the community and their 
capabilities.
- To develop Hadramout resources 
through implementing several devel­
opmental centers” such as Women’s 
Developmental center, Tourism-cen­
ter”
- To upgrade the existing infrastruc­
ture.
- To develop the handicrafts of the 
inhabitant in the Islands.
- To ensures fisheries infrastructure 
development through product process­
ing and marketing storage.
-To support the local Authority coun­
cils in the Islands.
-To create environmental awareness in 
the community.
-To provide data and other information 
for investment in the Islands.
-To protect the Islands by encouraging 
the people to live and stay in them.

OPHTHALMIC EDUCATION
VISION 2020

The Right to Sight - Part 6
Dr. Tawfik K. Al-Khatib
Assistant Prof. of Ophthalmology 
Faculty of Medicine. Sana’a University.

National Prevention of Blindness 
Programs and Vision 2020

T
he goal of VISION 2020: the 
right to sight can be achieved 
only through action at the 
national level, in accordance 
with the dictum, ‘Plan global­
ly, Act locally’.

One of the critical functions of the World 
Health Organization’s Program for the pre­
vention of blindness, under its mandate of 
providing technical cooperation to member 
countries has been assisting the establish­
ment of national programs and committees 
for the prevention of blindness.
To date there are over 100 such national 
programs/committees /focal points in coun­
tries where blindness is a public health 
problem. These are in various stages of 
development. While political will and the 
commitment of Ministries of Heath is an 
important determinant of how well these 
function, professional groups and non-gov- 
emmental organizations can also play a 
major role, as demonstrated by the impor­
tance of advocacy.
Despite varying efforts, often hampered by 
resource constraints, there has been a dete­
rioration in the blindness situation in some 
countries, because of population growth 
and ageing and the paucity of eye care serv­
ices where they are needed most.
VISION 2020 represents a unique opportu­
nity to revitalize and strengthen existing 
programs/ committees and to create new 
ones where they are lacking.
There is a need to translate global and 
regional strategies into nationally applica­
ble activities through defining national 
plans of action, focusing preferably on the 
most peripheral levels, perhaps at the dis­
trict level. Such plans of action should fit 
the situation in which activities would be 
implemented.
Prior to planning, a situation analysis 
would be necessary, as well as a detailed 
needs assessment, taking into account:

a) the epidemiological situation, ideally 
through population-based surveys or ‘rapid 
assessment' techniques, or appropriately 
extrapolating from available data
b) human resources, in terms of numbers 

and cadres (including the private sector), 
geographical distribution and ‘quality’ (i.e., 
the need for re-training).
c) Infrastructure, in terms also of quantity, 
quality and distribution.
This will facilitate the setting of priorities 
based on unmet needs, magnitude of the 
disease burden and the feasibility and 
cost-effectiveness of interventions. 
Relevant and realistic targets need to be 
set, indicators defined and data record­
ing and reporting systems put in place. 
As far as possible, data should be collect­
ed at district level or other defined areas, 
to measure and ensure equity in service 
delivery.
Given the time frame of VISION 2020, it 
would be useful to have, in the first 
instance, a five-year plan of action, with 
subsequent more detailed annual plans 
of work, to enable monitoring and evalu­
ation.
Finally. VISION 2020 must not be consid­
ered a vertical program with a limited time 
frame. The national program plan should be 
an integral part of the health delivery sys­
tem, work towards long-term sustainability 
and address, among others, the key issues 
of quality and equity.
WHO, the international Agency for the 
Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) and its 
constituents, working in partnership, need 
to support Member countries in the devel­
opment and implementation of their nation 
plans.
These plans should be as decentralized as 
possible in order to reflect the actual level 
of implementation of the different activi­
ties. The empowering of local communities 
is another essential aspect that should not 
be overlooked. Lessons learned from com­
munity-directed treatment programs, in the 
case of onchocerciasis control, have 
demonstrated how much can be achieved 
even in the most undeserved areas when all 
those concerned join hands and work 
together.
Reference:
Community Eye Health Vol. 13 No. 36 
(2000)
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The Victory Rock-Script of Sirwah
Hassan Al-Zaidi 
Yemen Times

T
 he Sirwah city, 50 km to 
the west of Mareb, is one 
of the most ancient 
Yemeni cities that dates 
back to the Sabaeen’s 

regime. The glory of Sabaeen 
Kingdom is still seen in many of the 
ancient sites here. Despite the treasures 
the city of Sirwah possesses, many are 
still unearthed. The German expedi­
tion, which stopped working two 
months ago, tried to dismantle all new 
buildings that have crept on the histor­
ical city.
The 16-meter-height fence of Ilmaqah 
Temple is still piercing the sky in the

middle of the city. The tem­
ple was built by the Sabean 
king Yada Aal Dureij who 
ruled Yemen in the first third 
of the 7th century. King 
Yada is considered the most 
famous in building temples. 
As mentioned in the inscrip­
tions indicate that it was he 
who fenced the Awam 
Temple in the Al-Masajed 
area in the south of Mareb.

Sirwah Temple
This temple which is also 
called Ilmaqah (the moon) is 
the main god of the
Sabaeens. There were many symbols 
to refer to this god, such as the bull’s

face. This shows how the moon was 
held in higher esteem than the sun, 
probably because the benefit caravans 
got from the moon.

The Victory Rock-Inscription
This is the oldest inscription in the 
peninsula and the oldest geographical 
reference to the political Yemen in the 
first half of the first century. The draw­
ings are engraved in a couple of 10- 
meter rocks in the middle of the tem­
ple. This inscription records the battles 
of the Karb Aal Watar, the first Yemeni 
leader to unify the whole land of 
Yemen.
The city is gifted with many tourist 
potentials, which, once exploited prop­
erly, will attract many tourists and vis­
itors.

Emergence of The Yemeni Theater

Saleh Abdulbaki
Yemen Times

number of literary 
studies indicate the 
possibility of the exis­
tence of a theater in old 
Yemen. Such studies

were based on the ruins of a hall and a 
stage in Marib. However, there has 
been no confirmation of the fact that 
the stage was part of a theater except 
what Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Maqaleh men­
tions which is that rituals were pre­
served here in a dramatic mould. The 
politically and economically strong 
states that flourished in Yemen may 
suggest the possibility of the existence 
of at least a king’s theater. This possi­
bility will remain a potentially rich 
field of study for researcher to provide 
more evidence and proofs.
As far as the modern drama is con­
cerned, Saeed Awlaqi, A Yemeni 
researcher, says in "70 years of the 
Yemeni theater" that the first dramatic 
work in Yemen appeared in 1904 when 
an Indian theatre team, directed by 
Jumlat Shah, arrived in Aden. The 
team included actors, actresses, musi­
cians and singers. In 1908 another 
Indian theatre team arrived in Aden. 
This time it was accompanied by more 
modern equipment.
According to the author, Yemen drama

appeared only in the beginning of the 
20th century. There were plays such as 
these written be Abdullah Omar 
Bamakhramah which is mentioned in 
the "Yemeni emigration in the 16th 
century" by the imminent Yemeni his­
torian Mohammed Abdulqader 
Bamatraf.
The first Yemeni troupe was formed in 
1910, says Awlaqi. Members were stu­
dents of a government school in Aden. 
Its first performance was the rendering 
of an Arabic version of Julius Caesar. 
The troupe presented some of the 
Shakespearean works such as Romeo 
and Juliet in translation. In 1914 it pre­
sented 'Victim of Love' by Dr. Najeeb 
Haddad. Through 1926-1940 many 
amateur troupes were formed. The out­
puts of these teams were occasional not 
with more than two plays in a year.
This phase of the Yemeni theater con­
tinued until 1967 when the first profes­
sional troupe was formed in Aden. 
However, this did not enrich the

Yemeni theater substantially, which 
continued to be opened occasionally. 
Even the recent admirable dramatic 
works which were presented in the 
First and Second Drama Festivals have 
not so much helped lay solid founda­
tions for a Yemeni theater owing to 
lack of encouragement from the 
authorities concerned.
Recommendations and experiences 
gleaned from them these festivals were 
not followed up. Lack of any special­
ized school to mold talented people for 
augmenting a powerful theater move­
ment makes the situation so dismal.
To make the matter still worse lack of 
political and social instability and the 
prevalence of tribal warfare have been 
detrimental for the dramatic art to 
flourish. Moreover, absence of aware­
ness about importance of including 
such program in school curricula and 
school activities are added to the vol­
ume of the problem.

Fulbright Student Program
Deadline Extension

The American Embassy and AMIDEAST announce that applications are being accepted for Fulbright Scholarship grants 
which cover up to two years of study in the United States towards a master's degree.

Applicants must have excellent academic credentials, strong English language skills and an undergraduate degree from an 
accredited institution at least one year prior to applying for a Fulbright grant. They must be Yemeni citizens. Programs in 
medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and engineering are not eligible. Top applicants who do not quite meet English requirements 
may be eligible for English training to raise their TOEFL scores.

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS: July 8, 2001

To obtain application forms, contact AMIDEAST at: 400-279 or 400-280 (Sanaa), 235-069 (Aden)

Complete application submissions must include: 1. Phone number(s) and mailing addresses where applicants may be 
contacted; 2. Either an International CBT-TOEFL score of at least 190 or an Institutional TOEFL Program (ITP TOEFL) 
score of 520 (scores may not be older than two years from date of application); 3. All undergraduate and graduate tran­
scripts, diplomas, and certificates of graduation and ranks (minimum grade point average must be Very Good, or a 3.0 of 
4.0); 4. Three letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the applicant's academic achievements; 5. A copy 
of the English information page from the applicant's passport; and 6. Two recent passport-sized photos.

NOTE: if you do not already have a valid CBT-TOEFL score, contact AMIDEAST immediately to take the ITP TOEFL 
examination.

Yemeni Proverbs for All Occasions
Saad Shareef Taher 
Teacher of English

Y
emeni proverbs, are the 
vital facet of the Yemeni 
culture because they are 
the spoken tongue of 
their daily public activi­
ties. They are the mirror that reflects 

simple people’s thinking by which 
their daily life, habits and customs are 
truly expressed. They are the live 
records of politics, agriculture and wis­
dom throughout history. One can grasp 
through them minute details of the sim­
ple Yemeni society and have an actual 
picture of whatever is in their mind. 
From the large number of such 
proverbs extant I’ve chosen some glit­
tering stars.

(Ma igdarat tassid taatharat ala il 
mihwash)

Mihwash: a small stick used for gruel­
ing.
Meaning: She couldn’t gruel success­
fully. She excused herself saying that it 
was because of the stick (mihwash)
Implication: When one fails to do 
something perfectly blames it on others 
(as excuse)
Comment: Some people can't achieve 
something they search for excuses.

(Sarig mbahrir)

Meaning: Though he is a thief, he 
stares angrily to scare others pretend­

ing he is not a thief.
Comment: Some people know that 
they are wrong but they try to prove the 
opposite by shouting or giving fierce 
looks offense is the best defense.
Implication: Someone commits a mis­
take but doesn’t confess or someone 
behaves impolitely.

(Illi ma bish ma’ah eid ygool aleid 
eid alafyah)

Meaning: He who is unable to buy 
new clothes to participate in the Eid 
says ‘since I am well and healthy that 
is my Eid.’
Comment: Some people, especially 
the poor who are too poor to buy new 
clothes for the Eid, feel bad on that 
day, they try to console themselves or 
their kids, that good health is a big Eid 
because Eid has no meaning if one has 
new clothes but a sick body.
Implication: One mocks at things he 
lacks. Short people mock at the tall, or 
one who cannot buy grapes says it is 
sour.

(Khadhra bi yadi wala yana’a bi yad 
ghairi)

Meaning: An unripe fruit is better for 
me to have than let it be eaten by oth­
ers after it becomes ripe.
Comment: To express their selfish­
ness, selfish people wish to pick unripe 
fruit though it is tasteless. That is better 
they think, than leaving it till the time 
of gathering (when others might get it). 
Implication: One should exploit 
opportunities before they go out of 
hand.

(Men kan abooh yadhlim annas, kan 
il qadha bi iyalah)

Meaning: Some whose father was 
unjust to people, his kids will pay for 
it.
Comment: Fate is just. Anyone who 
treats others unjustly will pay for it 
sooner or later.
Implication: Warning an unjust or a 
tyrant ruler.

(Ya taweel ma yinfa’ak taolek yiji al 
gaseer yamsik bhloolek)

Meaning: You that are tall, your height 
will never serve you. A short one may 
come and catch you by the throat.
Comment: Some powerful or rich 
people feel proud of their power or 
richness. Whoever people who are less 
than them can harm or hurt them. Like 
a mighty lion needs a rat to free him 
from a hunter’s nest.
Implication: One is proud of doing 
something and another who is less than 
him, comes and spoils it.

(Belash gal ouzinu)

Meaning: When someone says some­
thing is free of charge, the other says 
‘give me more’.
Comment: Some people look for free 
things like public meals, charity etc. 
thinking those things are more deli­
cious because they are free.
Implication: Refers to exaggerated 
greediness.

Gianfranco Mingozzi to YT:

“Yemenis should preserve their 
heritage and historical cities”

G
ianfranco Mingozzi was 
born in Bologna where 
he graduated in Law. He 
later moved to Rome and 
studied film direction at 
the Centro Sperimentalc di 
Cinematografia Film School. His first 

experience in the field was as assistant 
director to Federico Fellini on "La 
Dolce Vita. Forconsiderable period of 
time he worked at Canada's "Office 
National du Film." He made his debut 
as a director with the documentary "La 
T aranta, which won the first prize at 
the Festival dei Popoli (People's 
Festival) in 1962.
Mr. Gianfranco is 68 now. He has been 
working for 40 years in the field of 
direction. He directed more than 53 
films of which more than 40 are docu­
mentary and 13 for cinema and Italian 
TV.
He remained a confirmed bachelor 
thinking that marriage may impede his 
path to success.

He worked with the Italian director 
Fileen in directing two international 
films: Life is sweet and Pickatsho 
through which he got the Oscar in 1961 
when the film’s exhibitions were held 
in Florins in Italy.
His most famous film is "Saqaliah in 
the heart" which obtained many inter­
national awards in 1965. Most of its 
events took place in Venice.
In 1967, he directed another film Trio 
which gained many international 
prizes.
In 1968, he directed a film depicting 
the kidnapping incidents which had 
increased at the time.
In answer to a question about the 
objective of his visit to Yemen he said 
"My visit to Yemen is in connection 
with the film that I directed titled 
"Tobiaal Caffe" which was shown in 
the fifth European Exhibition.
Regarding his impressions on Yemen, 
he said "I have greatly admired the Old 
Sana'a and the villages near Sana'a."

He added that Yemenis should preserve 
their heritage and historical cities. He 
indicated "We had demolished most of 
the historical monuments and cities our 
country in Italy. However, we regretted 
this later. I do advise all Yemenis to 
preserve this heritage and not to let 
anyone touch it.
Tobia Al Caffe' is based on a story by 
Marco Lodoli. Most of the story takes 
place in the Caffe' Quattro Palme, an 
elegant and cafe' whose patrons 
include middle-class regulars now in 
retirement, military officers, discreet 
nobles, impeccable in their uniforms.

Cultural 
News

Arrest of a gang of smugglers 
Last week , the police arrested, in the 
district of Al -Mlahidh near the borders 
of Saudi Arabia a gang of smugglers 
who were trying to illegally smuggle 
out archeological materials. About 55 
valuable archeological books found to 
be in their possession as they were

travelling to Saudi. However, the 
process of illegal exports of archeolog­
ical materials outside Yemen has 
increased recently across the borders of 
the neighboring countries.

The Public Library in Hudeidah
The general authority for books has 
achieved a breakthrough by establish­
ing a public library in Hudeidah con­
sisting about nine thousand books in 
various fields. There is an independent 
section for books for women and 
another for children. People in

Hudeidah are highly gratified of this 
library.

A new publication of Ba Wazeer 
Abadi center for studies and publica­
tion has recently published a new col­
lection of stories by renowned story 
writer Abdullah Salem Ba Wazeer 
titled of Noah ark. It discusses social 
issues in the contemporary Yemeni 
society. This publication is a part of 
series for the establishment which is 
sponsored by the Yemeni story club 
(Ilmaqa).

Looking for school 
in special education?

You want your child to study English, French 
other than Arabic?

• For you, KIDS STOP opens a school having a modern Longman 
syllabus.

• Different Arabic countries follow this syllabus.
• Islamic subjects, Arabic language and social studies syllabus from the Ministry of Education.
• Computer class - different activities - learns with play system.
• Maria Montasorys education for the best development of children 

from 2-6 years

“For the Better Future of Your Child”
Contact KIDS STOP at 233173, 237050 

email: kids.stop@y.net.ye
Visit us in our premises at Aden, Khour Maksar - Al-Sa’ada 

District, next to Abooa Ai-Askari Hospital

mailto:kids.stop@y.net.ye
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Improve Your English (88)
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
Email: ramakanta_sahu@123india.com

I. What to Say

Giving Solace to a Sick Friend

Elham: Hi, Nabilla. How do you feel today?
Nabilla: Not very much different from yesterday. I still 

have pain in my left abdomen.
Kawther: Did you sleep well last night?
Nabilla: No. I had a short nap in the afternoon, but not 

a wink of sleep came at night.
Mona: You could have tried a sleeping pill.
Elham: No. She shouldn’t have, unless advised to by 

the physician. Did the doctor come last 
evening?

Nabilla: Yes. She came at 9, minutes after you had left. 
Bilquis: Did she change any medicine? What was her 

impression about your recovery rate?
Nabilla: She is a nice person. Always says good, 

encouraging things which makes one feel 
good. Said I was responding to the medicine. 
Yes, she added a new medicine (After a pause) 
I feel so miserable to fall ill at this time. Final 
exam is round the corner.

Elham: Don’t you worry too much. You’re the star 
performer among us. I’m sure your 
performance will be as bright as ever and 
you’ll top the list. All the doctors in the college 
know about your illness. They have sent their 
best wishes for your speedy recovery. Besides, 
we are there. We’ll do all we can to keep you 
informed about the progress in the class every 
day.

Mona: Yes, Nabilla. We’re with you. We’ll spend
sometime everyday with you after the college. 
Cheer up. You’ll be alright soon and come 
back to us with your smiling self.

Hayam: I have made some notes. We all will discuss 
the main points here. Just listen to our 
discussion. That might help you get broad 
outlines of the topics covered in the class.

Nabilla: I’m so grateful to you all for standing by me at 
this hour. I feel a world of difference in your 
company.

Elham: After the college is closed for preparatory 
leave, we’ll be here for the best part of the day.

Hayam: I’m sure you’ll be alright soon and join us as 
before.

Nabilla: Insha Allah. I’m indebted to you for all you are
doing for me.

All: Not at all.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

1. A great variety of studies distract the mind.
2. USA is richest country of the world.
3. This is a news to me.
4. Mount Everest is highest mountain peak in the world.
5. He is an European but his wife is Indian.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. ‘Arabian Nights’ is highly interesting.

Note: ‘ Arabian Nights ’ is the title of a novel.
2. Kindness as well as justice is to be our guide.
3. Hundred riyals is too much for this article.

Note: Hundred riyals is understood as ‘a sum’ or an 
amount of money which is singular

4. One or the other of these fellows has stolen the 
watch.

5. A good man and noble citizen has passed away. 
Note: The phrase ‘A good man and noble citizen’ 
refers to the one and the same person.

III. How to express it in one word.
1. Able to hold much.
2. City where the government of a country is carried on.
3. Tendency to change suddenly without apparent cause.
4. Overturn of a boat in the water.
5. Short title or heading of an article.

Solutions to last week's questions
1. Place where people or soldiers live in tents or huts 

for some time: camp
2. Military operations with a set purpose: campaign
3. Ground of a school, college or university, where the 

main buildings are: campus
4. Channel cut through land for passage of boats or 

ships: canal
5. As of a dog: canine (adj.)

IV. a) Write a short paragraph using the follow­
ing prompts:
8 o’clock - got up - breakfast - bus stop - bus - empty - 
surprised - school - closed - remembered - holiday.

b) Rewrite the following sentences using the 
correct forms of the verbs given in the brackets.
1. The exhibition (open) by the Prime Minister.
2. I (ask) whether you (call) this morning.
3. 3. Mr. Ali (sit) with his wife (watch) the television 

and (think) about the year that (come) to an end.

Solutions to last week’s questions.
1. The car is slow.

The car is travelling slowly.
2. The boy is quick.

The boy is speaking quickly.
3. His voice is loud.

He is talking loudly.
4. He is more intelligent than his brother.
5. Would you be more polite?

V. Words of Wisdom
“Education is not to teach men facts, theories or laws, 
but it is to unsettle their minds, widen their horizon 
and inflame their intellect. It is to teach them to think 
straight”

Let's Learn Computer (11)
Moinul Islam
Academic Head, Aptech World
Wide
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinuli@aptech.ac.in

Exploring Windows Desktop

I n the last issue we started with Windows 98 as our 
first Operating System. Then we discussed desktop 
and icons. Also we talked about menu and status bar 
etc. and learnt that icons on the desktop and menu 
represent mainly programs available in our comput­

er (of course, menu and icons can also represent our docu­
ment or data files as well).
So the items the menu is to contain depends on the user. If 
you as a user installed some programs or created some data 
files containing your data, then they can also be represent­
ed in the menu or desktop (We will see how to install the 
programs or represent the data files on the desktop later). 
What we are going to see this time is the significance of the 
various programs available by default with Windows 98 
and how to use them.
With this background information let us try to do some­
thing. As I mentioned last time, we will try to arrange our 
desktop. By default we get some icons on the desktop. 
These icons can be put in two categories. One representing 
programs available on your desktop itself and the second 
refers to those we call ‘shortcuts’. ‘Shortcuts’ refer to the 
programs and/or data files available somewhere else, not 
on the desktop.
Before going any further, I would like to refer to our earli­
er discussion about the file storage. We had seen that all the 
files (either programs or data files) are ultimately stored on 
the hard disk of our computer. But there, they are arranged 
in different folders. So when I say ‘programs on the desk­
top’, I don’t mean that those programs are not available on 
the hard disk. They are indeed, very much there on the hard 
disk only. But they are stored on the hard disk in a specif­
ic folder, which lists all the items available (programs and 
data files) on the desktop itself.
So let us see how we can arrange our 
desktop. This arrangement will 
include arranging the icons in a specif­
ic order, shifting them from the desk­
top to the menu.
In how many ways can we arrange the 
icons? You can check that by clicking 
on the desktop. Yes, as I said on the 
desktop, and not on any of the icons 
available on the desktop. And that too 
with the right button of the mouse. Got 
it? Then you should get a list of 
options appearing on the desktop. 
Please have a look at that. You can see 
one of the options as “Arrange Icons” 
in addition to other options. Also 
please note that one small triangle 
appears to the right of the options. 
This sort of triangles you will get 
against certain entries in the start 

menu also. Wherever this triangle appears, it indicates that 
the entry against which it appears does not represent any 
program or data files but a group of programs or options. 
To know all the options it contains, just put the mouse 
pointer on it. No need to click. And all the options within 
that menu item will appear. So in our example also you can 
see all the possible options (like by name, by type, by size, 
by date) available to arrange the icons on the desktop. 
Select any one of them and see the effect on your desktop. 
But if we want any icon on your desktop to appear on the 
start menu, then just select that icon and drag that to start 
menu. To do these please follow the following steps.
1. Place the mouse pointer on the icon and then click with 
left mouse button.
2. Then without releasing the button, move the mouse 
pointer to the ‘Start’ menu.
3. When your mouse pointer is on the start menu, wait. 
Don’t release the button.
4. You will see that the start menu appears even if you did 
not click on the start button (what you used to do before to 
get the same menu.).
5. Once the menu appears, move the mouse pointer up 
within the menu. Once you are within the menu options, 
you will see a line appearing between the two consecutive 
entries in the menu. That is the current position. If you 
keep on moving further, that line will also move accord­
ingly. I hope you are still holding down the left mouse but­
ton.
6. Now select the position in the menu where you want to 
place the icon which you had taken from the desktop. And 
release the mouse button and see that the icon which earli­
er appeared on the desktop is now in the menu.

Accessing 'Arrange Icon’ menu by clicking the right button of the mouse 
while the arrow is on the desktop 

YOUTH FORUM
Daydreaming

Do you daydream? You may 
sometimes daydream when you’re 
supposed to be concentrating on 
something else. Perhaps people have 
told you that daydreaming is a waste of 
time. At times it is—but daydreaming 
can also be an important way to begin 
to explore your future. And it’s 
something you can do alone—anytime 
and any place. Give yourself a few 
minutes now to daydream about. For 
example what you’ll look like in five 
years or ten years; what form of 
education you might pursue (for 
example, will you go worldwide). How 
you could make the world a better 
place?
Your daydreams are very personal. 
They might be shared with a few other 
people. Perhaps your closest friends. 
Or they could be kept completely 
private—for your thoughts only, they 
don’t have to be realistic at all—just 
allow your imagination to fly free.
Do the daydreaming have different 
implications at different times? You 
might want to keep a diary of the 
different daydreams to see how they 
change as your life changes.

‘Sandrella ’ 
Summayya Al-Amrani 

3rd Level 
Department of English

Faculty of Education 
Sana’a University

Summer Vacation
How should students 
spend the Summer vaca­
tion is the question. 1 
would like to put across 
my views on this.

Of course, some students have got their 
own hobbies to practice during this 
time. But some don't do anything 
except idling away their time. This is a 
bad habit which students should give 
up.
We should spend our time in doing 
useful things like reading short stories, 
learning languages, studying comput­
ers. We could also practice some 
games such as football, tennis, base­
ball. chess, volleyball, etc.
We should also help our families in 
their business.
I have got a suggestion for the Ministry 
of Education. I think the ministry 
should organize some trips to different 
historical places for the excellent stu­
dents. In this way the Ministry can 
encourage the students to work hard. I 
am sure that my suggestion will find a 
favorable response.

Fares Mohammed Mathmoun,
Sana’a

An Advice to the Future Teachers
We may be overwhelmed 
by the feeling of joy and 
pride on the eve of grad­
uation. But we should 
not forget about the 

sacred duty on our shoulders.
This sacred duty is not easy to be dis­
charged and not every qualified person 
can do it. Because education is the 
back bone of the nation, more attention 
must be paid to it for edifying the 
younger generation .
So, what concerns us as future-teach­
ers is to remind ourselves about our 
responsibility. The teacher is first 
responsible to produce competent citi­
zen and good human beings.

The teacher must be aware of all the 
aspects of his students’ personality and 
try to develop their cognitive and 
affective aspects equally.
The task of education is not merely 
chalk and talk. It is like the task 
enjoined upon the Prophet Mohammed 
(PBUH), who says “I was sent as a 
teacher”.
So in keeping with the spirit of this 
saying we must take into consideration 
the following :
1. Integrity and virtue are the funda­
mental features for the teacher’s per­
sonality. So the teacher must be more 
straight forward and virtuous as a 
leader for the younger generation.
2. Morals and kindness. It is said that 
“moral is the soul of the religion” 
Kindness is a free gift from heaven for 
those who pity and value the human 
being. So the moral of the teacher 
should be imbibed by his students. 
Therefore, the teacher must be the role 
model and the symbol of morality for 
the students.
3. Scientific knowledge. It is the most 
significant point for the teacher. So the 
teacher must get exposure to more and 
more knowledge in his area of special­
ization.
4. Honesty and objectivity in his deal­
ings with the students.
5. Innovation in methods of teaching 
that promotes the cognitive ability of 
the students and enables them to face 
the difficulties in learning.
6. Creating a competitive air among 
the students and encouraging them to 
achieve success and creativity.

Mohammad Dawood M. Sha’abon 
Level 4, Department of English 

Faculty of Education, Arhab.

Education in Yemen
Mr. Mohammad H.
Al-Fattah
Lecturer, Department 
of English, 
Faculty of Education 
Al-Mahweet.

D
o the policies of the gov­
ernment agree with the 
goals? Or is there a gap 
between the goals and 
policies? If so why does 
this gap exist? It is an acknowledged fact 

that there are inner contradictions in our 
educational system.
Unfortunately it is quite common these 
days to sec people who have lost their 
values, abandoned their local and Islamic 
traditions and have imbibed other strange 
traditions which are absolutely different 
from our indigenous Yemeni traditions. 
These people are runners after immediate 
gains and are like a leaf blown by a 
strong wind on a windy day.
It is necessary here to mention that there 

are many educationalists and intellectu- 
alists for whom the objectives of life are 
just to gain some financial or economic 
utility. These utilitarians live only for 
their inferior goals even if that destroys 
everything. Their philosophy in life is 
how to achieve their target by fair means 
or foul. They are used to changing their 
ideal, their beliefs, and their thoughts 
according to the circumstances if these 
suited their purposes. They are worship­
pers of life and slaves of utility. They 
demand help and cooperation from per­
sons. They don’t demand assistance from 
Allah the Almighty who is the Lord of 
the universe. They are doing so because 
they neglect the instructions of God, 
abide by some untenable theories and 
submit themselves to deal leadership of 
such people. Such people don’t realize 
the goal of education.
The intellectuals and educationalists who 
believe unconsciously that they will suc­
ceed in teaching a strange culture and tra­
ditions to the younger generation are 

essentially wrong. We must realize that 
culture other than our Arabic and Islamic 
culture is not suitable. The Arab world at 
present has been polluted culturally. It is 
important for us to check and meticu­
lously scrutinize our policies to nurture 
successful future generations. Education 
in any society is the basis for bringing up 
a conscious generation.
Purification and refinement of education 
is the most urgent step for grooming our 
future. A successful education is the one 
which shapes the mind and the conduct 
of the young masses.
This is a call for every patriotic citizen to 
teach children the virtues such as hon­
esty, truth, loyalty and patriotism. It is 
high time abandoned smuggling of the 
alien traditions which is the greatest 
potential threat for the future of our gen­
erations. We must teach them how to 
love their religion and country instead of 
teaching and exposing them to useless 
and irreligious practices. In this way, 
they will be a well bred generation.

Improving ‘Improve Your English
Invitation for Readers’ Suggestions

Dear friends,
‘Improve your English’ has been with you for more than one year and a half. It has been very kindly received by 
you. The Lesson in this issue is the 88th one. It is our fond hope that the column ‘Improve Your English’ would 
sustain itself to complete the 100th edition in due course, given your unfailing support, inshaa Allah.
That would indeed be a significant milestone for all of us, not only for Yemen Times. We are planning to publish 
the captions of all lessons on the 101st edition of this column for your reference. We also would like to modify the 
format of the lesson, keeping in view the needs of our readers, so as to make it an efficient classroom countrywide 
and a forum for participatory learning. May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and 
patronage to our humble endeavor and invite your views, comments and suggestions for the proposed modification. 
Please send these by post or email these to ramakanta_sahu@123india.com

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

123india.com
mailto:ramakanta_sahu@123india.com
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GALILEO INTERNATIONAL
Galileo International Signs Major New 

Distribution Agreement in the Middle East
A press release on June 5, 

2001, the Galileo Yemen, the dis­
tributor of the Galileo computer­
ized reservation system in the 
country of Yemen on behalf of 
Galileo International Inc. 
(NYSE:GLC), a leading provider 
of electronic global distribution 
services (GDS) for travel industry, 
announced that seven members of 
the carriers that comprise the 
ARABI group have signed a

multi-year agreement with Galileo 
that is expected to generate mil­
lions of travel bookings. This con­
tract will run from January 2002 
through December 31, 2008.

The contract with Galileo 
Yemen was signed in Beirut on 23 
May 2001. In his letter to Mr 
Mohammed Reda, NDC Head- 
Galileo Yemen Mr Charles de 
Silva, Director-Galileo Middle

East & Africa expressed his thanks 
to Mr Reda for the support and 
patience he had given during the 
negotiations that led to signing the 
contract. Mr de Silva added, “The 
times ahead are going to be more 
challenging for both your organi­
zation and Galileo and I look for­
ward to working with you to build 
on the success we have achieved 
so far and into the future.”

Commenting on the agreement

Mr Abdul Wahab Teffaha AACO ( 
Arab Air Carriers Organization) 
Secretary General and the 
Chairman of AACO Project 
Carriers team said,” AACO 
Project Carriers are keen to devel­
op distribution channels in their 
home markets, benefiting from 
Galileo’s wide array of products. 
A promising future lies ahead, 
based on the leading position of 
Galileo and the history of fruitful

partnership between AACO and 
Galileo during the last decade 
which yielded double digit growth 
for AACO.

Mr Teffaha added “The deci­
sion of AACO to renew the con­
tract with Galileo is a proof that all 
parties concerned want to build on 
the success that have been 
achieved in previous years, and to 
expand our business through lead­
ing edge technology.”

On his part Mr de Silva, direc­
tor Subscriber Sales and Service 
for Galileo’s Middle East & Africa 
region said “Galileo International 
has a long and proud tradition of 
working with AACO and ARABI 
members who have so successful­
ly distributed Galileo’s products 
throughout the Middle East and 
taken us to our market leading 
position,” adding that “our new 
agreement not only restates our 
commitment to each other, but 
also significantly enhances our 
level of cooperation in the service 
of the travel community in these 
key markets, positioning Galileo 
to further grow its business in sup­
port of the economic development 
of the Middle East region.”

Since 1991 the Galileo system 
has been the preferred system dis­
tributed among travel agents, 
Internet travel Web sites and tour 
operators based in the Middle East 
by the members of ARABI.

The ARABI group of airlines 
is part of AACO (Arab Ait 
Carriers Organization), which is

the regional association of Arab 
airlines with home bases in coun­
tries within the Arab League of 
States. ARABI members include 
Emirates Airlines, Saudi Arabian 
Airlines, Kuwait Airways, Egypt 
Air, Royal Jordanian, Syrian Arab 
Airlines and Yemenia. Galileo is 
leading GDS in the Middle East, 
providing services in 11 countries 
and has a market share of approx­
imately 70 per cent in the Middle 
East and Africa region.

Galileo International is a diver­
sified global technology leader. Its 
core business is providing elec­
tronic global distribution services 
for the travel industry through its 
computerized reservation systems, 
leading-edge products and innova­
tive Internet-based solutions. 
Galileo is a value- added distribu­
tor of travel inventory dedicated to 
supporting its travel agency and 
corporate customers and through 
them expanding traveler choice. 
Among Galileo’s subsidiaries are 
TRIP. com, an award-winning 
online travel service and technolo­
gy provider; and Quantitude, 
which delivers advanced telecom­
munications services and enter­
prise networking solutions. 
Galileo also offers secure, flexible 
and cost-effective managed host­
ing services. Headquartered in 
Rosemont, Illinois, USA, Galileo 
International has offices world­
wide and operates a state-of-the- 
art data centre in Greenwood 
Village, Colo., USA.
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YCGSI Begins Marketing Malaysian Palm Oil: 
The Most Nutritious Oil in the World

About YCGSI
The Yemeni Company for Ghee and Soap Industries (YCGSI) was founded in 1975, and 
is one of the most successful companies of Hayel Saeed Anam (HSA) Group of 
Companies. The YCGSI includes:
Factory of vegetable ghee, oil and margarine
Factory of ghee, oil, and margarine metal boxes
Factory of detergent, toilet soaps
Chemical material factory: the only factory in Yemen that produces chemical products, is distinguished for its wide pop­
ularity, high quality production and is deeply trusted by the Yemeni manufacturer.
The YCGSI has obtained the ISO 9001 quality assurance certificate.

Nutritional Benefits of Palm Oil and Palm Olein
Long Record of Safe Use
Palm oil has been a safe and nutritious source of edible oil for healthy 
humans for thousands of years

Consumed Worldwide
Palm oil and its liquid fraction, palm olein,, are consumed worldwide 
as cooking oils and as constituents of margarines and shortenings; 
these oils are also incorporated into fat blends used in the manufac­
ture of a variety of food products as well as in home food prepara­
tion.

Excellent Dietary Energy Source
Like other common edible fats and oils, palm oil is easily digested, 
absorbed and utilized in normal metabolic processes. It plays a use­
ful role in meeting energy and essential fatty acid needs in many 
regions of the world.

Free of Cholesterol and Trans Unsaturated Fatty Acids
Palm oil, like other vegetable oils, is cholesterol free. Having a natu­
rally moderate level of saturation, it does not require hydrogenation 
for use as a fat component in foods and, as such, does not contain 
trans fatty acids.

Rich in Carotenoids
Red (unprocessed) and red or golden (specially refined) palm oils, 
the major cooking oils in many parts of the world, are rich sources of 
beta-carotene, an antioxidant, and precursor of Vitamin A and 
tocotrienols, all of which have antioxidant properties.

Vitamin E Antioxidants
Palm oil and palm oil products are naturally occurring sources of the 
antioxidant vitamin E constituents, tocopherols and tocotrienols.

These natural antioxidants act as scavengers of damaging oxygen 
free radicals and are hypothesized to play a protective role in cellular 
aging, atherosclerosis and cancer.

Balanced Fatty Acid Composition
Palm olein contains a mixture of polyunsaturated, monounsaturated 
and saturated fatty acids. The relative concentrations are 44% oleic 
acid, 10% linoleic acid, 40% palmitic acid and 5% stearic acid. The 
concentration of palmitic and oleic acids are reversed in unfraction­
ated palm oil i.e. 44% and 40% respectively. The fatty acid composi­
tion of palm oil is similar to that of the adipose tissue in most people 
on an ordinary diet.

Provides Linoleic Acid: An Essential Fatty Acid
Palm oil triglycerides carry linoleic acid predominately in the 2-posi- 
tion, which favors absorption and availability for use in the body.

Palm Oil is Not Palm Kernel Oil
Palm oil from the fruit of the palm is physically and chemically dif­
ferent from either palm kernel oil which is derived from the seed, and 
from coconut oil, both of which are highly saturated.

Favorable Nutritional Studies
Human feeding studies and epidemiologic data have shown that palm 
oil or palm olein do not ordinarily raise blood cholesterol levels in 
direct comparison with olive or canola and peanut oils. In several 
such studies blood cholesterol was reduced from entry level values 
and palmitic acid was found equivalent to oleic acid insofar as it 
affected cholesterol metabolism.
A balance between linoleic and palmitic acids may be required to 
maximize HDL levels. Substitution of palmitic acid from palm oil or 
palm olein for the lauric acid and myristic acid combination from 
palm kernel or coconut oils leads to a decrease in plasma and LDL 
cholesterol. Of several fats tested, including a fat blend approximat­
ing American intake, a palm oil enriched diet fed to hamsters induced 
the highest level of protective HDL-cholesterol and the greatest pro­
duction of liver LDL receptors, key to removal of harmful LDL-cho- 
lesterol from the blood.

Anti-Thrombotic
Rats fed a palm oil-enriched diet have a reduced tendency for blood 
clotting.
Inhibits Cancer Growth
Red palm olein is a major source of carotenoids, which effectively 
inhibit some types of cancer. A diet containing palm oil, compared to 
diets based on other oils but which provide the same number of calo­
ries, exerted an inhibitory effect on the development and incidence of 
experimental-induced breast cancer in rats. It has also been shown 
that the tocotrienols present in palm oil inhibiting the growth of can­
cer cells in vivo as well as in vitro.

Uses of Palm Oil and Palm Olein
Palm Oil is Consumed in Food products:
As cooking oil
As vegetable grease
As vegetable butter
As shortening (gutter or other fat used to shorten pastry, bread, or 
the like)

In Industry:
Almost 10% of the produced palm oil is used for non-food prod­

ucts in an official manner for chemical products and oil deriva­
tives such as:
- Fatty Acids
- Methyl derivatives
- Glycerin
- Fatty Alcoholic products and several other derivatives that are 
used in producing soaps, detergents, dying substances, beauty 
products, printing inks, etc.

What They Said 
about Palm Oil

Isa’ bin Mansour of the 
Malaysian Palm Oil 
Promotional Council said, 
“Palm oil is the second 
most widely produced and 
consumed oil in the world 
after soybean oil. However, 
in terms of exported oil, 
palm oil stands as the most 
exported oil on a global 
scale.”

Abduljabbar Hayel 
Saeed Anam, GM of the 
Industrial Division of 
HSA said that, 
“Introducing the different 
types and features of 
Malaysian palm oil resem­
bles the effort to have the 
consumer gain trust in 
local products.”

Hisham Ali Mohamed 
Saeed Anam, Deputy GM 
of the YCGSI on the other 
hand commented, “Our 
factories continuously use 
Malaysian oil products 
because they are the 
healthiest and most nutri­
tious oils.”

Malaysian Palm Oil: Healthy, include no choles­
terol, and rich in vitamins
The Malaysian Palm Oil Promotional Council 
(MPOPC) is currently visiting a number of countries to 
promote Malaysian oil products, their benefits, fea­
tures, and uses.

It is well known that Malaysian Palm Oil is the most 
widely used oil in factories in Yemen and in the Arab 
world. Currently, palm oil is the second oil produced 
worldwide and within 10 years from now is expected 
to be the most widely produced and used oil in a glob­
al scheme.
Palm oil is a great and important source of nutritious 
energy for humans as it has a delicately balanced com­
position of saturated and unsaturated oils and is among 
the richest oils with vitamins A and E.

Background on
Palm Oil

The use of palm oil started 5000 years ago and was trans­
ported to Africa from Malaysia in 1870 AD. The produc­
tion of palm oil in Malaysia started in 1917 and in 30 years 
only Malaysians were able to double the production capac­
ity by doubling the planted areas and increasing produc­
tion. This enabled Malaysia to be the most productive 
palm oil country in the world.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Review of the main headlines cap­
tured the front pages of this week’s 
local press.

• PM: The Government to Begin 
Dialogue with Political Parties on 
Elections Law Project on 
Wednesday,

• US Consulate in Sanaa to Resume its 
Work Soon,

• Yemeni-Jordanian Higher Joint 
Committee Begin Meetings in 
Amman,

• US$ 300 Million to Repair 
Electricity Network,

• Parliamentary Report Discloses 
Corruption of Successive 
Governments,

• Washington Puts Pressure for 
Allowing its Investigators to 
Interrogate Yemeni Prominent 
Personalities,

• New Arrest Campaign Among 
Islamists in Aden,

• Opposition Students Refuse to 
Participate in Students &Youth 
Committee,

• YSP Performance, Cause Behind 
Jarallah Resignation,

• Bloody Confrontations between 
Tribes of Matar &Haima Al-Kharijia 
at Dajarin Village,

• Prominent Businessmen Involved in 
Promoting Zionist Lethal Drugs

• Religious Leader Al- 
Shami:Vengeance Committee 
Reaches a Basis of General 
Reconciliation,

• Elections Law Amendments, 
Totalitarian

• Navy Force Storms Grains 
Establishment Building in Hudeida.

RAY weekly, organ of 
Sons of Yemen 
League Party, 26 
June 2001

An article by Said Awadh Al-Ha’afa 
published in RAY weekly says in the 
first place we confirm that we are liv­
ing the ecstasy of satisfaction over 
development of the Yemeni-Saudi rela­
tions which no doubt considered to be 
a tributary to historical relations 
between brethren. Exchanged visits

and closeness in viewpoints do really 
embody on the ground expectations of 
the two peoples. The Jedda treaty is 
considered the most important factor of 
security and stability in the region. It is 
then expected to translate this develop­
ment in the Yemeni Saudi relations into 
a tangible reality treating the Yemeni 
situation.
We have at this time to open the file of 
overall reform and national reconcilia­
tion that is considered the most signifi­
cant cornerstone in the process of 
building the homeland and salvage it 
from its current economic and political 
situation.

Al-Thawri weekly, 
organ of Yemen 
Socialist Party, 28 
June 2001.

In an article published this week in Al- 
Thawri newspaper Dr Nasser 
Mohammed Nasser discusses the situa­
tion of opposition parties in Yemen. He 
begins his article with a query on 
whether the political opposition parties 
can constitute acceptable alternatives 
of the regime. He says social forces 
and segments standing behind the par­
tisan facades, clarifying they are either 
tribal forces or influential families or 
traditional social personalities or ideo­
logical groups wielding old and 
exhausted slogans incompatible with 
life and reality of the people. Even 
those parties entertaining broad mass 
bases they do not do not involve their 
bases in decision-making and would 
not resort to them but in elections sea­
sons. Further more these parties are 
unable to change their leaderships and 
introduce a mechanism for transfer of 
power within themselves in a demo­
cratic method.
Opposition democracy comes before 
democracy of the authority. Opposition 
parties’ demand of the regime to be 
democratic and to create a mechanism 
for peaceful transfer of power is a 
demand lacking credibility as long as 
the parties themselves are neither dem­
ocratic and would not accept peaceful 
transfer of power within themselves. 
The writer concludes that these parties

have only two options to follow. They 
either embark on changing themselves 
and establish a mechanism for transfer 
and exchange of power inside them or 
to be incapable of this change and then 
reality would overtake them.

AL-Ihya’a Al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
Party, 26 June 2001.

The newspaper’s editorial this week 
comments on the US recent security 
measures it had taken in the Arab area 
and the Gulf region in particular. The 
editorial says that the US had practiced 
the most unsightly means of state ter­
rorism against peoples of the world and 
thus became the enemy number one of 
peoples on the entire globe. The Arab 
nation and Muslim peoples bear the 
brunt of the American aggressive poli­
cy. Therefore it is natural and an 
inevitable outcome that its interests 
become targets of those it had shed the 
blood of their sons and violated their 
lands.
From now on the US has to realize 
fully that it should always be on alert 
and to build the highest walls around 
its interests all over the world. It has to 
put in mind that it must not open an 
embassy or consulate in any country 
without being backed up with a mili­
tary base to protect its personnel, the 
paper concluded.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Nasserite 
People’s Unionist 
Party, 26 June 2001.

The newspaper’s editorial tackling the 
democratic experiment in Yemen and 
its future. It says the people have 
approved the post-unity constitution 
whose formulated laws regulating its 
articles had granted the citizen rights 
that can be standard compared to those 
before the unity. The citizen began to 
feel that his vote is of value and 
democracy has built its piles inside the 
society.
It has been hoped that after the positive 
steps there would be other additions to

build the democratic policy. But 
recently it is noted that there is a retreat 
from what it should have been done, by 
carrying out constitutional amend­
ments granting more authorities to the 
ruler at the expense of the people.
Nowadays, the Yemenis are at the 
threshold of another stage of amending 
the elections law for the second time. 
We rejoiced the government announce­
ment that the amendment was going to 
be discussed with all the national 
forces. But we have been surprised 
when we learnt that the proposed proj­
ect has been submitted to official bod­
ies in a move looks to be a retraction 
from the earlier announcement. 
Discussing the project by all with an 
free openness guarantees getting an 
evaluation pushing the experiment for­
ward, the editorial concluded.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of the People’s 
General Congress 
Party (PGC), 25 June 
2001.

Tahir al-Junaid discusses in an article 
the phenomenon of Yemeni migration 
saying that Yemen’s history, old and 
modern, is linked to Yemenis migra­
tion. Non-official estimates say that 
there are about 5 million Yemeni expa­
triates in various parts of the world. 
Yemenis’ migration is mainly attrib­
uted to political, social and economic 
reasons.
Here, we reiterate our stress that the 
Yemeni bodies in charge of expatriates 
affairs have to carry out their duties to 
improve the living standard of those 
expatriates through effecting a strategy 
helping them overcome certain inci­
dents that can form a disaster to them. 
For instance some countries oblige 
their expatriates to remit part of their 
incomes to be invested back home in 
building houses and projects so that 
when the expatriates return home 
under any circumstances they would 
not face any difficulties in living.
After reviewing the causes of migra­
tion the writer proposes to make avail­
able all possible job opportunities for 
the Yemenis to prove their presence 
and skill and avoid them the agonies of 
migration.

Al-Shumou weekly, 
30 June 2001.

The weekly’s editorial says despite the 
unjust verdicts passed by judiciary 
against the " Al-Shumou” the latest 
was the sentence passed by the Amana 
Court of Appeal,, we would not adopt 
any stand hostile to judiciary because 
we are convinced of the necessity of 
judiciary independence and respect the 
verdicts it passes.
Proceeding from this stance we per­
ceive that the course of events and their 
complications and diversification dic­
tate on us to have future visions putting 
aside events of the past. The prime aim 
is to establish a kind of volunteer har­
mony to ensure success of efforts for 
combating corruption.
The editorial maintains that our view 
goes to making press a supporter to the 
steps taken by general prosecution 
aimed at protecting the country from 
the corrupt. Since the goal is a common 
one, so the work of both the judicial 
power and press should be comple­
mentary for serving the homeland and 
the citizen.

Al-Balagh weekly 
26 June 2001.

Mr Najmudin Al-Rifaie has this week

tackled the same topic of the relation­
ship between Yemen and Saudi Arabia 
and the necessity of its integration.
He says it is obvious that Yemen and 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have 
since signing the border treaty, man­
aged to take long and speedy steps 
towards cooperation and openness in 
their relations and return of the warmth 
of those relations.
Life has returned also to the Yemeni- 
Saudi Coordination Council that 
resumed its meetings after a period of 
suspension. But those successes are 
still in need of more enhancement and 
more involvement of the two countries 
citizens in building strong relations 
founded on joint interests of both peo­
ples not merely a political will of two 
leaderships.
What the Kingdom and Yemen possess 
of material and human potentials and 
riches can build a unique economic 
integration capable of developing the 
two countries economy and building a 
nucleus on the road of Arab-Yemeni 
cooperation and achieving Arab unity.

An Appeal
Sara Tawfeeq, 10 years old. suffers from 
atrophy in veins that circulates blood to her 
eyes. Unless she is treated immediately, 
she runs the risk of losing her sight perma­
nently. Doctors in Yemen advised her to 
travel abroad for better medical treatment. 
She appeals to generous donors and char­
itable organizations for help The intending 
donors may please contact 616658 - 
Khadija Ahmed Dtyab

Dear Editor,
I am a Yemeni student currently study­
ing in India. I like Yemen Times. So 
dear sirs, please send me the latest 
news from Yemen frequently, and 
especially about Naseem Hamed 
because 1 am far away from my coun­
try and you know most news papers 
here in India report on international 
news. They do not at all cover Yemen 
because it is somewhat remote from 
here.

Abdulsalam A.
rasha4572541@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
I would like to thank you very much 
for the great efforts you have making 
to improve Yemen Times and make it 
available on the Internet. You cannot 
imagine how exciting it is to read the 
latest news about our own country. 
This is useful especially in a country 
like the UK, where you are absolutely 
in the dark about news from Yemen 
unless you install a satellite dish or go 
to London to buy an Arabic newspaper

which is not good for students who 
want to learn English.
Thank you very much again for the 
facilities you provide on your website 
such as the post cards...etc. I hope you 
will carry on the same mission.

Hamed Alqawbari 
hamed99y@hotmail.com

Views on Yemen from Denmark
I just saw a Danish documentary on 
our TV. A Yemeni man, Fathi al- 
Udhari, was interviewed and he told 
about his life. I know that people have 
different habits, but what really sur­
prised me was that he said he couldn’t 
invite foreigners inside his house, 
because it was not permissible in 
Yemen.
Another thing, which I knew, but 
which always continues to astonish us 
Europeans is the practice of arranged 
marriages.
The use of Qat was something unusu­
al to us. We’ve heard about it and it’s 
banned here. 1 noticed with interest 
that there are even Yemeni people who

disapprove of it.
Documentaries of this type, showing 
everyday life in countries we can sel­
dom visit, are most welcome.
I’ve added your paper to my list of 
favorites, and I am sure I will read 
your pages again. Particularly since 
you seem to have some honest views!

Juha Hintikka 
juhahintikka@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
1 would like to suggest you have pic­
tures in addition to the written news on 
your website.
On the other hand, I'd like also to sug­
gest you to have a special site for 
famous Yemeni songs.

Abdulkader Alhebshi 
hb_abdulkader@hotmail. com

Dear Abdulkader,
We usually add the photographs a few 
hours after the text for technical rea­
sons. Be sure that we will take your 
suggestions into consideration.

- Editor
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Powell’s Mideast Tour Produces Mixed Outcomes: 

Palestinian Official
CAIRO—A senior Palestinian official 
Saturday termed as “mixture of success 
and failure” the outcome of U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s 
Mideast tour aimed at consolidating a 
ceasefire between the Palestinians and 
Israel. In an interview with the Cairo­
based Voice of Arabs radio by phone 
from the Gaza Strip, Nabil Shaath, 
Palestinian minister of International 
Cooperation, criticized the U.S. for 
showing hesitancy to help deploy 
international observers in the

Palestinian territories. “The U.S. 
stance regarding this issue is worry­
ing,” he said.
Powell agreed with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat on the need to deploy 
U.N. observers on Thursday, but said 
that he did not know how the observer 
mission will be formed.
Shaath called on the U.S. to spur the 
deployment to monitor the implemen­
tation of the ceasefire plan and the 
Mitchell report recommendations.
The ceasefire plan brokered by U.S.

Central Intelligence Agency chief 
George Tenet went into effect on June 
13. But sporadic shootings and con­
frontation between the two sides have 
never stopped since then.
The Mitchell report, released last 
month by an international panel led by 
former U.S. senator George Mitchell, 
urges both sides to break the cycle of 
violence, carry out confidence-build­
ing measures after a cooling-off peri­
od, and finally resume their peace 
talks.

Shaath also voiced hope that 
a “serious” implementation 
of the Mitchell report recom­
mendations would begin after 
a week as Powell promised. 
Following separate talks with 
Arafat and Sharon on 
Thursday, Powell announced 
that the two sides agreed to a 
seven-day “completely quiet 
period” before implementing 
the next phases of starting a 
six-week “cooling-off” peri­
od as stipulated by the 
Mitchell report. Powell has 
concluded his Mideast tour 
on Friday, which has taken 
him to Egypt, Israel, the 
Palestinian self-rule areas and 
Jordan.
This was Powell’s second 
tour to the Middle East since 
taking office as U.S. secretary 
of state in January. He first 
traveled to the region in 
February. — Xinhua

US Secretary of State Colin Powell (L) and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat hold a joint press conference 
in Jerusalem 28 June 2001. Powell met with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat respectively, discussing Israeli-Palestinian steps toward a peace accord. Xinhua Photo by 
Wang Jianhua(lhn)

Israeli Planes Raid Syrian Radar Station in Lebanon
JERUSALEM—Israeli warplanes 
attacked a Syrian radar station in 
Lebanon on Sunday, in retaliation for a 
raid by Lebanese guerrilla group 
Hezbollah on Friday which injured two 
Israeli soldiers. Reports said that two 
Syrian and one Lebanese soldiers were 
injured in the Israeli attack. 
Witnesses said that the Israeli planes 
targeted the Syrian radar station, south 
of Baalbek in the strategic Bekaa 
Valley, where Syrian troops are 
deployed. An Israeli cabinet state­
ment said that the attack was in

response to ongoing Hezbollah actions 
against Israeli forces. “The actions of 
Hezbollah are carried out with the 
knowledge and sponsorship of the 
Syrians. Syria is allowing the acceler­
ated arming of Hezbollah in Lebanon,” 
the statement claimed. In mid-April, 
Israeli warplanes destroyed a Syrian 
radar station, killing three Syrian sol­
diers, after an Israeli soldier was killed 
in a cross-border attack by Hezbollah. 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
told Israel Radio earlier Sunday that “it 
is clear that as long as Syria has such a

large military force in Lebanon, it is 
responsible (for what happens in 
Lebanon).”
The Shebaa Farms area has been a con­
stant flashpoint since Israel withdrew 
from south Lebanon in May 2000, end­
ing a 22-year occupation.
Hezbollah says that the Shebaa Farms 
are Lebanese land and that it will con­
tinue fighting for its liberation, while 
Israel insists that it occupied the area 
from Syria in the 1967 Middle East 
War and the issue should be resolved in 
its negotiations with Syria. —Xinhua

U.S. President Seeks New Strategy 
for U.S. Military

WASHINGTON—U.S. President
George W. Bush Saturday promised a 
new defense strategy for the U.S. mili­
tary.
With U.S. Independence Day falling 
on July 4, Bush used his weekly radio 
address to remind Americans that 
“words alone” did not secure U.S. 
independence.
Bush said when Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld completed a review 
of the mission and structure of the U.S. 
armed forces “we’ll be proposing a 
new defense strategy for a new age, a 
strategy that recognizes the Cold War 
is over but that threats to our security 
still remain.”
That strategy includes his controversial 
proposal to build a missile shield that

would protect the United States and its 
allies from rogue attacks or accidental 
launches after renegotiating or abro­
gating the 1972 Anti Ballistic Missile 
(ABM) Treaty prohibiting such sys­
tems.
Arms control experts have said that the 
U.S. missile defense plan, opposed by 
the international community, will not 
only spark a new arms race, but also 
threaten world peace and security, and 
stimulate nuclear proliferation. “We 
are consulting with our allies, with 
Russia, and with others on a defense 
system that will protect our country, 
our forces and our friends from missile 
attack and nuclear blackmail,” Bush 
said. —Xinhua

OPEC Has No Need to Revise 
Outputs Now: UAE Minister

ABU DHABI—A senior official of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) said on 
Saturday that it is irrational for the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) to regulate oil out­
puts of its member states now.
UAE Oil Minister Obeid Bin Saif Al 
Nasiri said that the international oil 
price remains fairly stable and the 
crude price has seen a relative decline, 
therefore there is no need to revise oil 
outputs, the Emirates News Agency 
reported.
Nasiri said that an OPEC meeting, due 
on Tuesday in Vienna, Austria, would 
examine the oil market and decide on 
the necessary measures according to

the market situation.
Commenting on the decision the 
OPEC would take if Iraq continues 
halting its oil experts, Nasiri said that 
the Iraq issue is temporary and Iraq 
could resume exports at any time.
No matter Iraq resumes oil exporting, 
or keeps halting oil exports, the OPEC 
will make decisions in the light of the 
relation between market supply and 
demand, instead of changing the oil 
production for the time being, he said. 
OPEC ministerial meetings can be 
convened whenever necessary, he said, 
adding that the price mechanism could 
be used when there is a need for it.

—Xinhua

Red Cross Repatriates 502 Ethiopians 
From Eritrea

ADDIS ABABA—A total of 502 
Ethiopians have left Eritrea for home 
under the auspices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
the ICRC said here Sunday.
The operation took place between the 
Eritrean town of Adi Quala and the 
Ethiopian town of Rama via the Mereb 
river, added the ICRC.
Ahead of the repatriation, the ICRC 
delegates in Eritrea held private inter­

views with the Ethiopian nationals to 
check their wish to return to their 
motherland.
The ICRC has repatriated more than 
19,800 Ethiopians from Eritrea since 
last December, and it will continue to 
assist future repatriations of all remain­
ing prisoners of war as well as other 
persons affected by the war between 
the two countries.

—Xinhua

U.S. Vice President Leaves Hospital 
After Heart Procedure

WASHINGTON—U.S. Vice- 
President Dick Cheney left George 
Washington University Hospital 
Saturday afternoon just hours after 
doctors implanted a pager-sized device 
in his chest to control his heart rhythm. 
Asked how he felt as he walked out of 
the hospital, Cheney said, “Feel good, 
sore shoulder, good shape.”
The procedure to place a pacemaker in 
Cheney’s heart went “exceedingly 
smoothly,” cardiologist Jonathan 
Reiner said.
Cheney would be back to work on next 
Monday, Reiner added. The vice-pres­
ident was admitted to George 
Washington University Hospital earli­
er on Saturday.
Cheney has had four heart attacks 
since 1978, the most recent last 
November. He had an angioplasty in 
March to reopen a partially blocked 
artery. —Xinhua

NASA Launches Probe to Study 
Oldest Light

WASHINGTON—A NASA spacecraft 
was launched aboard a Delta rocket 
Saturday afternoon on a mission to 
study the oldest light in the universe, 
the afterglow of the Big Bang.
The 95-million-U.S.-dollar spacecraft, 
called the Microwave Anisotropy 
Probe (MAP) lifted off at 15:45 
(GMT 1945) from Kennedy Space 
Center at Cape Canaveral, Florida. It 
will provide scientists a picture of the 
universe as it looked roughly 400,000 
years after the Big Bang, that is, a pic­
ture of the early stage of the universe.

—Xinhua

35 Injured in U.S. Bus Accident
WASHINGTON— Thirty-five people 
were injured as a tourist bus from 
Minnesota overturned near the summit 
of a mountain pass in Colorado of the 
United States Saturday. Media reports 
quoted spokesman for the Colorado 
State Patrol Robert Leyba as saying 
that five passengers were injured seri­
ously and taken to hospitals.
The bus, carrying about 45 teens and 
adults, overturned at 4 p. m. local time 
on 3,000-meter Kenosha Pass, some 
70 kilometers southwest of Denver, 
and a five-kilometer stretch of U.S. 
Highway 285 was shut down.

—Xinhua

The sole representative of 
St. Giles Colleges & Oxford 

L. C in UK and USA

Address:
Yemen, Sana’a
Hael St., near Al-Rayan
Pharmacy
Tel: 213711 
Fax: 218231

Website:
www.alfaroukinst.homstead.com

Email:
alfarouk26@hotmail.com

Part of the inaugura­
tion ceremony that 
was held by the insti­
tute in attendance of 
Her Excellency, The 
Ambassador of The 
Great Britain to com­
mence the summer 
courses 2001 and to 
congratulate the sec­
ond group of the 
institute’s students 
who obtained their 
certificates success­
fully from Britain. 
The institute admin­
istration and the staff 
as well as the stu­
dents express their 
highly appreciation 
for the participation 
of her excellency that 
was regarded as a 
great support for the 
institute.

TOGETHER ... TOWARDS 
COMPUTER LITERACY!

Thursday July 5, 2001, a marathon 
event will be launched 7:00 am. 
Those who wish to participate in 
this event may register with 
Aptech main branch in Hadda 
Street near Huraibi Hospital. 
The routing will be Aptech 
premises - Zubairi Street - Police 
College Street - Al-Sitteen Street - 
Hadda Street returning back to 
Aptech premises. The first three 
winners will be awarded, and the 
competition will be taped.

For more information, please, give 
us a call at Aptech Tel: 
(Sana’a) 502005.

We Change Lives

http://www.alfaroukinst.homstead.com
mailto:alfarouk26@hotmail.com


NASEEMS OF THE FUTURE?!

S
ammy and Ghamdan Al-Saidi are two 19-year-old US citizen broth­
ers originally from Yemen. Those brothers are slowly becoming more 
and more popular in New York City for their excellent achievements 
in boxing. Interestingly enough, their history is similar to that of 
Prince Naseem Hamed during his early childhood in Sheffield, UK. 
The two boys contacted Yemen Times notifying us of their forthcoming match­

es and pointing out to their great potential and talents. They convinced the edi­
torial board to make an interview with them highlighting their career. Their 
idol is Hamed, and they want to follow his steps to reach the top. They still have 
a long way ahead of them, but knowing that they could one day be two more 
Naseems is an exciting thing. They need support and help from the Yemeni gov­
ernment to achieve their goals. Will the government extend a helping hand to 
support those promising two young boxers, who aspire to represent their coun­
try? Let’s hope that the Minister of Youth and Sports, Mr. Abdulrahman Al- 
Akwa’ receives this message and reacts positively.

Here is the complete interview with the 
boxer.

Q: Could you brief us about yourself, 
origin, date and place of birth, etc.?
A: Me (Sammy Alsaidi) and my brother 
(Ghamdan Alsaidi) started boxing since 
we were 12. We are twins born on the 18th 
of August 1981, and we are originally 
from Taiz.

Q: What made you and your brother 
interested in boxing?
A: We got interested in boxing because we 
wanted to protect ourselves from gang­
sters. We used to go home with blood all 
over our clothes. We were tired of getting 
beaten up, so we had to learn how to fight 
back. There was a gym next to our house, 
so my father signed us up.

Q: Do you believe that you could excel 
despite the stiff competition in the USA? 
A: We both fought in the Eastern Olympic 
Box-Off and we both made it to the semi­
finals. My brother Ghamdan has won the 
New York Golden Gloves twice. He also 
won the Eastern Olympic Regional. I had 
also won the New York Metro 
Championship twice and have just won the 
Empire State games held on the 23rd of 
June.

Q: Is Naseem Hamed your model or 
idol?
A: Prince Naz is our Idol. He made us start 
believing in ourselves. All the boxers we 
used to box with were always telling us 
that we could never make it in this sport 
and that we should go and open a grocery 
store just like all other Yemenis in NY. 
This happened before we started thinking 
about our idol Naseem Hamed and how he 
made us believe in ourselves and that we 
could be someone in this sport.

Q: Do you think you could follow suit? 
How far are you behind in reaching 
Hamed’s level?
A: I am sure that we can prove ourselves 
and we will try our best to follow suit. We 
still have a long way ahead of us. We are 
only 19 now, and Naseem Hamed wasn’t a 
champion until he was 23. We both are 
turning professional this summer, but we 
are still not thinking of that. We still want 

to fight for our Country. We can’t repre­
sent Yemen if we turned professionals.

Q: When did you visit Yemen last? Are 
you willing to visit it soon?
A: Last time we visited 
Yemen was during the last 
summer. In the beginning 
we were forced to go to 
Yemen. But now we wish 
to go back there. I would 
love to go to Yemen this 
summer, but I won’t be 
able to because I have col­
lege during the summer 
vacation.

Q: Do you believe that 
your country could pro­

mote you while in the US?
A: Yemen could promote us by nominat­
ing us for the competition us. We would 
certainly love to compete for our own 
country.

Q: Has the USA been supporting you in 
a big way?
A: Yes it has supported us in a big way, 
especially our coaches and trainers. We 
have been with them for more than six 
years and they worked really hard with us 
and also treated us like their own sons.

Q: Did you contact any Yemeni officials 
or the Yemeni government for support?
A: Yes we have contacted some func­
tionaries many times. They told us that 
they would accept us to fight in tourna­
ments. However, they have never so far

fulfilled their promise.

Q: How cooperative is the Yemen 
Embassy in USA?
A: They aren’t cooperative at all. We have 
tried contacting them, but all we got is 
them saying that it’s none of their busi­
ness.

Q: What are your future matches and 
plans?
A: I just won the Empire State Games and 
now I’m hoping to win the USA champi­
onship. We both will turn professional in 
July. But we still have hopes that the 
Yemeni officials and Government would 
give us a call to represent Yemen in the 
international championships and 
Olympics and tell us to fight before we 
turn professionals. Once we turn profes­
sionals we will not be able to fight on 
behalf of our country.

Q: Any further comments that you 
have?
A: I want to thank the Yemen Times espe­
cially Mr. Walid Al-Saqqaf for their sup­
port and for this interview.
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BRAZIL DESTROYS ILLEGAL ARMS:
Could Yemen Follow Suit - P2

Apology: On this exact position of last week’s YT light cover page, it was mistakenly men­
tioned that the photos of execution of Adam were courtesy Yemen Times. Actually they were 
courtesy of “26 September” Newspaper. Our apologies for the confusion & mistake.
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As Brazil Authorities Publicly Destroy Illegal Weapons

Could Yemen Follow Suit?
Last week in a public display, a heavy construc­
tion equipment crushes over 100,000 guns in 
Rio de Janeiro, capital of Brazil on June 24, 
2001. The efforts that the Brazilian government 
is exerting to limit the use of illegal weapons 
should be appreciated and taken as an example 
by other countries including Yemen.
Today, Yemen is suffering from the worst stages 
of instability due to the extremely high" number 
of illegal weapons in the country. Yemen is the 
first country in the number of weapons per per­
son in the Arab world, and is among the highest 
in the whole world. The total estimated number 
of weapons in Yemen exceeds 60 million 
pieces. This basically means that on average, 
every Yemeni has 3 pieces of weapons.
There has been a lot of talk regarding the imple­
mentation of stiff measures to limit the number 
of weapons in the country. However, it always 
seems as if the ones who possess those illegal 
arms are too powerful to be disarmed by the 
government.

It is true that tribes consider weapons a major 
source of pride. However, nowadays, they have 
also became a source of threat and instability 
for the whole country.
If the government doesn’t take Brazil and other 
countries as an example, it could possibly one 
day turn into another Rwanda or Somalia. 
Today is the day when the government should 
act quickly to limit the negative effects of hold­
ing illegal weapons.
As Yemen Times, we hope that the government 
would learn from this particular experience of 
Brazil and perhaps follow suit.

America: The Land of Wonders!

Pig Flies First Class
Many may remember the bizarre 
story of a number of monkeys 
being smuggled from Sanaa to 
Damascus and that were discov­
ered after one had waken up and 
escaped the handbag of the smug­
gler causing chaos in the plane 
that had ti interrupt its flight and 
go back to Sanaa.
However, here comes another yet 
more outrageous story from the
land of wonders, the USA. According to the AP, on October 17, 
the six-hour flight from Philadelphia to Seattle carried 201 pas­
sengers — 200 people and one pig which sat on the floor in the 
first row of first class.
“The pig was traveling with two unidentified women who 
claimed they had a doctor's note that allowed them to fly with the 
animal, according to an internal airline report. US Airways and 
Federal Aviation Administration rules allow passengers to fly 
with service animals.”
"Many people on board the aircraft were quite upset that there 
was a large uncontrollable pig on board, especially those in the 
first-class cabin," the incident report stated.

A Yemeni Saved 
from Death by Last-

Minute Pardon
In an extraordinary and dra­
matic scene, a Yemeni that was 
about to be executed in Saudi 
Arabia, Jahwi Hussein Qasim 
Abu Bakr, 20, was miraculous­
ly saved from certain death. 
Just before being executed 
(beheaded) because of murder­
ing a Saudi citizen, Saud Al- 
Baqmi, the father of the mur­
dered Saudi pardoned the 
Yemeni killer in the last 
minute.
The spectators in the area 
where the execution was about 
to take place in the Saudi 
Capital Riyadh were fascinat­
ed with the development 
expressing their surprise and 
amazement at the last minute 
pardon, which saved the 
Yemeni from certain death.

Scottish Woman Holds World 
Record of 620 Piercings

With 620 piercings all over her body, Scottish woman 
Elaine Davidson was reported as the Guinness Book of 
World Records holder of the largest number of pierc­
ings. There are pierce rings and metals all over 
Elaine’s body; in imaginable and unimaginable areas. 
Her tongue has a whole that she likes to display in 
many of her displays. Amazingly, she is now planning 
to take her record to 1000 body piercings. The photo­
graph shows her face which is decorated with a large 
number of decorations. 'I started piercing myself three 
years ago for my own personal pleasure,' said Elaine. 
It is worth mentioning that piercings have become a 
fashion in European countries and the world, and have 
started to enter Arab countries as well. It was also 
reported that many Yemeni girls have also started 
piercing their ears and noses lately.

Photo of the Week

Talking about good luck!

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
(A weekly column for bizarre stories and news)

Godzilla Gets Canned
TOKYO - Japan’s best-known monster, Godzilla, is coming to 
stores soon in a convenient single-serving can. “Godzilla Meat,” 
actually 3.5 ounces of corned beef from Tokyo toy maker Takara 
Co., is packaged with pictures of the giant, fire-breathing monster 
made famous by Toho movies that started coming out in the 
1950s. “People can eat Godzilla and become energetic and pow­
erful. It’s got dreams mixed in with fun,” Takara spokeswoman 
Yoko Watanabe said. There are currently no plans to export 
Godzilla Meat.

Unexpected Fish Boil Sends 26 People to the Hospital
LONDON - Many precocious children have tried to bum ants 
with a magnifying glass, but I am quite sure no one has ever 
thought of using a goldfish bowl. Firefighters in Berlin believe a 
goldfish bowl may have concentrated the sun’s rays and set fire to 
a garden shed containing potentially hazardous chemicals. Tablets 
of aluminum phosphide stored in the shed released toxic fumes 
when firemen tried to dampen them down and 18 firefighters, four 
paramedics and four neighbors were taken to a the hospital suf­
fering from vomiting, nausea and burning chest sensations. 
Unfortunately, the goldfish did not survive.

Brawl Breaks Out on the Golf Course
SPARTANBURG, South Carolina - A group of four men went to 
the Village Greens golf course for a friendly round of golf one 
afternoon. The game turned vicious, however, when three of them 
asked the fourth player, Victor Earley, 39, to leave because of his 
annoying behavior. Early left, but quickly returned in a golf cart 
to play behind the group and harass them. A fist fight ensued, dur­
ing which Early swung a golf club at one of the men, Paul 
Hughes. In retaliation, Hughes pulled out a hunting knife and cut 
Earley across the chest. Hughes has been charged with serious 
assault and battery for the offense, and Lt. Ron Gahagan said, 
“The impression the officers had is that they really didn't like this 
guy, but they decided to let him play because he is related to one 
of them in some capacity.”

Bizarre Insurance Claims
I thought my window was down but found it up when I put my 
head through it.
To avoid hitting the car bumper in front, I hit the pedestrian.
A pedestrian had no idea what direction to go, so 1 ran over him. 
I saw the slow-moving sad gentleman as he bounced off my car. 
The guy was all over the road. I had to swerve a number of 
times before I hit him.

Bizarre Trivia
-An ordinance in City Grove, California, makes it a misde­
meanor to kill or threaten a butterfly.
-One of every four people who attempt to climb Mt. Everest are 
killed in the process.
-On an American one-dollar bill, there is a spider hidden in the 
front upper right-hand corner.
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No more exams!
ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE SUMMER VACATION?

Nada Al-Shamiri
Yemen Times

F
or most university 
and school stu­
dents, it is now 
summer time! No 
more classes, no 
more exams, no more text­

book reading!
The vacation has come, and it 
is now the best time to inves­
tigate where Yemeni students 
would spend their vacations 
and whether they would do 
useful things during their 
vacation? How many of those 
students prefer to study or 
work during the vacation? It is 
also important to see whether 
those students would be take 
advantage of this leisure yet 
joyful time of the year. In an 
effort to realize what Yemenis 
would do and where they 
would prefer to go during 
summer vacations, I made s 
mini-survey. This survey is 
focused on college students 
who have just completed their 
classes.
Before I start reporting on 
what students said, let me start 
with myself. After all, I am a 
student, and I will be delight­
ed to express my intentions 
during my vacation.
As soon as I came home after 
the last day of the final exams, 
I threw all my notes and text­
books, looking happily at 
them lying on the floor with 
no desire to read them again 
or even to hold them in my 
hands. "What is wrong spoiled 
girl?” asked my mother as she 
entered my room. "The 
Summer vacation is knocking 
at the door," I replied joyfully. 
I personally decided to spend 
every little moment of my 
vacation in the place that I like 
so much, that is without com­
plements, the Yemen Times. I 
decided to use my extra time 
in the vacation to look at the 
world through the eyes of 
Yemen Time and at the same 
time enhance my confidence 
in myself by increasing my 
knowledge in English and 
computers. In addition to 
working in Yemen Times, I 
thought of learning Arabic 
Calligraphy during my vaca­
tion along with going to 
Internet cafes as much as pos­
sible to enhance my skills in

using the Internet. That was 
what I planned for my vaca­
tion. What about other stu­
dents? Are they so keen on the 
vacation the way I am? Let’s 
see what did they say to 
Yemen Times:

Rasha Fou’ad Abdullah, 
Faculty of Engineering, 
Sanaa University (SU)
Summer vacation means to 
me having a break from study­
ing. No doubt, I am going 
back to college next year, so I 
concentrate on entertainment 
whether at home or outside. I 
don't think of working at all 
during summer.

Sameer Yousef Awn, Faculty 
of Commerce, SU
For me, vacation is the time 
when I do what I want to do 
not what I have to do. So I will 
use all that I have of energy in 
doing my favorite hobbies 
that I could not do during the 
time of study.

B a s h e e r 
Ameen Al- 
Dhabhani, 
Faculty of 
Law, SU
After com­
pleting my 

first year at the Faculty of 
Law, I realized the sufferance 
we had to improve mind and 
intellect. We have been tired 
because of too much studying 
and keeping awake for many 
nights because of the exams. 
So this is the time to get our 
minds and nerves calm down 
and get some rest to refresh 
the energy they we have lost. 
Frankly speaking, I did not 
plan for my vacation anyway. 
However, I decided that I 
should spend some of my time 
in the peace of our country­
side along with many of fami­
ly members.

Bassem 
N o u ’ m a n 
AlDhabhani, 
High School 
Student
The ambitious 
person is the 

one who has the ability to 
achieve all he hopes for and 
works tireless for a better 
future. He is the one who 
believes in the proverb: Do 
not postpone till tomorrow

what you can do today. 
Related to vacations, the first 
thing that comes to mind 
when hearing the word 'vaca­
tion' is my green and quite vil­
lage and how wonderful it 
would be if I could spend a 
good time there. I could imag­
ine myself enjoying the attrac­
tive scenes with greenery of 
the land and purity of the peo­
ple. More than that, I would 
like to help my father at work 
in the village, especially after 
I had left him one whole year 
to study in Sana’a.

Somaia Salih Amed, 
Secondary School Student
I started my vacation three 
weeks ago. The first week was 
just to take a rest and do noth­
ing, then I started to think 
what I should do. I thought I 
should study English. 
Definitely, I will spend a lot of 
time reading the Holy Qura’n, 
as I will register myself in a 
school for teaching Holy 
Qura’n.

Asma’a Salih (Somaia's sis­
ter), High School Student
I currently live in Saudi 
Arabia and study there. One 
of the things I decided to do is 
to visit my family in Yemen. 
That is why I am here in 
Yemen. I also had other plans 
such as working in Yemen. 
However, my family refused 
that idea, so I gave up think­
ing about working. I decided 
however, to study English and 
computer at any institute, and 

that was what I 
started did.

Mazen 
G h a 1 e b 
AlShara’abi, 
Faculty of 
Law, SU

Last summer I preferred to 
work during my vacation and 
that helped me get more expe­
rience and learn more from 
life.
However, this summer I have 
all the financial resources and 
the circumstances are suitable 
for me to spend a fine vaca­
tion abroad.

Nashwan Ahmed
Abdulnoor, Faculty of 
Languages, SU
Poetry is my obsession and I

believe it could take a lot of 
my leisure time. In addition to 
poetry, I will be working in 
scientific and the cultural field 
in which I am determined to 
improve my skills in. I intend­
ed to tour the country and visit 
many places in Yemen that I 
could not visit before. Before

all of that, my 
first plan is to 
visit my fami­
ly that I miss 
so much.

N o u ’ m a n 
Mohammed

AlMasseny, Faculty of 
Languages, SU
If you are not getting more, 
you lose more. That is why I 
am waiting for the vacation. I 
have to develop my intellect, 
mind, thought, conception, 
and ability that should be 
available with every educated 
person. The vacation is not 
just for having fun, it must be 
used in many other ways. I 
believe that the future is 
unknown, so I try to fortify 
myself to face my future con­
fidently and that can only be 
done by paying more attention 
on my future studies and not 
to go away by giving up or 
working. I am currently study­
ing French and I am planning 
to excersice my French lan­
guage during my vacation.

Mohammed Salih AlMalahi, 
Faculty of Languages, SU
I will be traveling to Saudi 
Arabia during my vacation 
and there I will start to

improve my English language 
be enrolling in institutes. I 
will be spending more time in 
reading, writing poetry and 
articles. At the same time I 
hope I could get the chance to 
study computer, but I am obli­
gated to postpone those ideas 

until the right 
time because 
it is rather dif­
ficult to 
achieve every­
thing at once.

Ahmad 
Farooq AlAhurafi, High 
School Student
I finished all courses of 
English and computer. 
Nowadays, I am planning to 
study computer maintenance. 
I work my best to take advan­
tage of every leisure moment 
that I have. I know that time is 
valuable and we must benefit 
from it.

Mohammed Jalal Ahmed, 
Faculty of Science
Things is well done when they 
are planned for in advance. 
But, as usual, I do not organ­
ize my vacations. 
Unfortunately, I let the valu­
able vacation time pass with­
out paying attention to it.
However, I will as much as 
possible, be with friends and 
classmates, go to clubs for 
exercises. I would do all the 
things that I didn't have time 
for before the vacation. I 
along with my friends will try 
to go out, have fun and meet 
each other.

How will you spend 
your vacation?

Studying 
(English, 
computer, 
etc.) 27%

Working 
12%

Traveling 
abroad 

3%

Going to 
the village 

31%

Just 
relaxation 

and fun 
27%
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ELECTRONIC BANKING:
New Internet Technology or Wishful Thinking?

Yvan-Claude Pierre

T
he interest in banking 
through the utilization of a 
personal computer and the 
emergence of the Internet, 
has many banks eager to 
offer Internet banking services. However, 

while the technology exists to develop 
adequate security for doing business over 
the Internet, most banks are offering 
informational services as opposed to 
transactional services. Once adequate 
security can be assured, home banking 
will drastically increase.
While most transactional services are 
limited, electronic bill payment services 
have been around for several years, there­
by enabling millions of payments to be 
completed each month. Personal finance 
software companies have an established 
competence in providing the user inter­
face for electronic bill payment services. 
But they have no established competence 
in providing the actual on-line banking 
services. The top personal finance soft­
ware companies combined service fewer 
than 50 institutions. Moreover, their 
banking and bill payment service offer­
ings are limited to single user interface 
via personal computers.
The biggest challenge for electronic bill 
payment systems is finding customers 
and vendors willing to risk investing in a 
product that is currently in its infancy. 
Therefore, banks and software companies 
are unable to procure customers without 
vendors. Furthermore, they are unable to 
obtain vendors without customers.
Internet banking differs from the tradi­
tional personal computer banking in sev­
eral ways. In most common type of home 
banking, the bank forwards software to 
the customer for utilization on their com­
puter. When using the software, the cus­
tomer dials the bank via modern in order 
to download data and run the programs 
on the computer or make transfers 
between accounts. Any upgrades to the 
software must be incorporated into new 
releases and redistributed to the customer 
on a periodic basis. With reoccurring 
upgrades, more services are offered, how­
ever more space is needed and increased 
speed with the computer applications is 
demanded from the customer’s computer. 
Internet banking consists of customers 
that use browsers which enable them to 
utilize banking software located on the 
bank’s server in the form of a web site or 
home page. Their pre-existing software 
can be updated once they connect with 
their bank’s home page, without the bank 
having to send updates. Moreover, 
though the software and programs may 
require more speed or space, the cus­
tomer’s computer is not affected by this 
need.
The transfer of electronic checks over the 

Internet is not as well developed as other 
forms of fund transfers. Electronic checks 
can be processed in the same manner cur­
rently utilized, ie. Automated Clearing 
House. The advantage is that customers 
would not lose money as they can in the 
current cash system. However, there 
remains a security issue as the checks 
would still reveal data about the cus­
tomer.
Nonetheless, a customized banking home 
page allows banks the ability to tailor 
their products for their customers. 
Moreover, the bank can market their 
products to potential customers browsing 
the Internet. Banks that enter the Internet 
banking market early will benefit in many 
ways. Banks will be marketing their 
products to potential customers that are 
educated, mostly professional and afflu­
ent.
These new customers will allow banks to 
be more efficient due to decreased visits 
to their branch offices that will replace 
paper transactions with electronic trans­
actions. A more efficient use of bank 
resources will most likely increase their 
bottom line. The market leaders will 
enhance their image by marketing them­
selves as being on the cutting edge of 
technology. Furthermore, by developing 
internal expertise, banks will be in a more 
appropriate position to react quickly to 
competitors advances towards their cus­
tomers; and consumer trends as the bank­
ing and financial services industry 
expands.
Banks that prefer to wait and see how the 
new technology develops are likely to 
find themselves investing in defensive 
tactics in order to maintain their customer 
base. On-line banking will become an 
inherent cost of doing business. These 
latecomers will not see the economic ben­
efits of an early entrance in a burgeoning 
market. Moreover, the early marketing 
campaigns by the market leaders will 
make customers perception of the late­
comers as “outsiders”.
The sole foreseeable worry about the idea 
of electronic banking is the issue of secu­
rity. The banks must emphasize that the 
security precautions are equal or far supe­
rior to that of the current cash system.

Security and Electronic Banking
Security factors are perhaps the most sig­
nificant deterrent for individuals wanting 
to make on-line banking transactions. 
However, electronic cash is untraceable. 
Banks do not link the numbers to a par­
ticular person. Therefore, it is impossible 
to link payment to payer. New develop­
ments in security, Secure Electronic 
Transactions (SET) are eliminating the 
worry about security by adding encryp­
tion to scramble data, so only the banks, 
vendors and customers can decipher the 
information.

Cryptography has existed for a number of 
years, but only in the last few years have 
mathematicians discovered a way to 
implement public key cryptography. All 
cryptography involves encrypting bits, or 
zeros and ones, using very large numbers 
called keys. The key is passed by users in 
a separate transaction, off-line to the 
encrypted message. Public key cryptogra­
phy uses separate keys to encrypt and 
decrypt data. Only an encrypted message 
need be passed from different people in 
order to obtain a secure transaction.
A key pair consists of two keys with a 
particular relationship that allows one key 
to encrypt a message that the other key 
can decrypt. One of these keys is made 
publicly available, and the other is pri­
vate. No one else besides the person to 
whom the private key is assigned needs to 
know the key. Data which is encrypted 
with a public key cannot be decrypted 
with that public key because an encryp­
tion formula is not a reciprocal function. 
It cannot be reversed. Therefore, the sole 
person in possession of a private key cor­
responding to a public key is able to 
decrypt data. Private keys can be stored 
on a computer’s hard drive, encrypted 
with a password, or they can be stored on 
cards that are inserted into special readers 
connected to a computer.

The Future of Electronic Banking via 
the Internet
The firm of Killen Associates “estimates 
there will be seven billion Internet pay­
ments made in the year 2000 and seven­
teen billion in 2005. Assuming a typical 
transaction fee of $1.50, the organizations 
that dominate the Internet commerce will 
take in $26 billion in 2005.”
Electronic banking is developing into 
new Internet technology. Though some

may be of the opinion that it is wishful 
thinking, it is irresponsible to believe that 
banks and other industries such as retail 
and financial services will not attempt to 
capitalize on a system that can provide 
them with immense monetary rewards. 
As the sales of personal computers con­
tinue to increase by 18% annually, it is a 
fair to assume that the Internet will be an 
integral part of the lives of people in the 
future.
Banks should at least establish a site on 
the Internet, since the cost of creating a 
home page are so minimal when com­
pared to a full marketing campaign. By 
establishing a site early in the Internet 
revolution, banks can begin accumulating 
potential customers that have a familiari­
ty with their services. However, less than 
one-tenth of one percent of domestic 
banks are represented on the Internet 
today.
With the dramatic erosion in market share 
that banks have endured, it is implausible 
why only a small percentage of banks are 
taking a proactive approach to reclaiming 
their lost market share.
In order to remain competitive, banks 
will have to make audacious maneuvers 
in the future to improve the convenience 
of their services. Those that remain cau­
tious will find themselves far behind and 
losing additional market share. By seek- 
ing partnerships with computer security 
experts, banks will design a secure net­
working environment from which to offer 
on-line banking services. Moreover, other 
entities will be unable to move in and 
absorb their remaining market share. 
However, if a unified banking industry 
does not embrace the opportunities fur­
nished by the Internet, electronic banking 
will become wishful thinking and not 
new Internet technology.

Olympus Starts Marketing 
Sophisticated Computer Spectacles

O
lympus 
Company 
Limited started 
marketing its most 
sophisticated computer 
spectacles last month. 

During the latest comput­
er show in New York, the 
company displayed its 
invention and received an 
amazed response from the 
public. The picture shows 
one of the visitors getting 
quite amazed at watching 
the screen of a computer in 
the form of spectacles. The product is 
the latest and most advanced device of 
its kind developed by Olympus.
The special computer boasts a broad 
screen with high definition, which 
enables the users to watch DVD and 

Xinhua - photo by Zhang Fengguo 

other digital information. Other compa­
nies such as Sony have already launched 
similar products with the expectation 
that they will become popular in the 
near future and be used for private enter­
tainment in first class flights worldwide.
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In the final stages o f the World 
Cup 2002 qualification rounds 
Morocco Advances,
Egypt Out of Cup

In its latest win over Egypt, 
Morocco (1-0), the leader 
of group C in the qualified 
round for the World Cup 
2002 has secured a place in 
the world cup competition 
to be held next year in 
Japan and South Korea.
The match which was 
played on Saturday was 
close and could have gone 
either way. Howeve, Egypt 
needed a certain win over

Egypt to proceed to the 
next round. For Morrocco 
with 3 points ahead of 
Egypt before the match, a 
draw would have done the 
job.
Morocco is expected to 
become the strongest and 
most challenging Arab 
team in the cup, especially 
after it had displayed 
tremendous skill and talent 
in the 1998 world cup.

FIFA World Youth 
Championship Continues

World Youth Football 
Championship (under-20) 
results as of June 28 were as 
follows:
At Mendoza
Ukraine (Byelik 90) lost to
Paraguay (1-2)
At Salta
Czech Republic defeated
Costa Rica (2-1)
At Rosario
Angola lost to Netherlands 
(0-2)
At Mar del Plata
Ghana defeats Ecuador (1 -0)

NBA Star Becomes 
UN Emissary

(Xinhua) — Philadelphia 76ers’ basket­
ball player Kikembe Mutombo shakes 
hands with United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan after being appoint­
ed as Development Project Youth
Emissary on June 30 in NY.

Could Al-Saidi Bros be Naseems of Future

S
ammy and Ghamdan Al-Saidi are two 19-year-old 
US citizen brothers originally from Yemen. Those 
brothers are slowly becoming more and more 
popular in New York City for their excellent 
achievements in boxing. Interestingly enough, 
their history is similar to that of Prince Naseem Hamed dur­

ing his early childhood in Sheffield, UK. The two boys con­
tacted Yemen Times notifying us of their upcoming match­
es and pointing out to their great potential and talents. They 
convinced the editorial board to make an interview in sup­
port for their career. Their idol is Hamed, and they want to 
follow his steps to reach the top. They still have a long way 
ahead of them, but knowing that they could one day be two 
more Naseems is a thrilling thing. They need support and 
help from the Yemeni government to achieve their goals. 
Will the government extend a hand in support of those 
promising two young boxers, who said many times that 
they are willing to represent their country? Let’s hope that 
the Minister of Youth and Sports, Mr. Abdulrahman Al- 
Akwa’ receives this message and reacts accordingly.

Full text of interview on last page of this week’s edition of 
Yemen Times.

Winbeldom Tournament Continues,
Sampres Going Strong

The world’s number one seed tennis player 
Pete Sampras is aiming in the 2001 
Wimbledon Open Tennis Men’s champi­
onship, which started a week ago, to equal 
Bjorn Borg's record 5 successive titles.
During the third round of the tournament, 
Pete Sampras of the United States defeated 
Sargis Sargsian of Armenia, 6-4,6-4, 7-5. The 
fourth seed player Marat Safin of Russia 
would probably be the most difficult con­
tender for the tournament. However, most 
observers believe that Pete Sampras would 
win the tournament easily, especially that 
Wimbledon is his favorite tournament which 
he won 4 consecutive times.

Local Sports News
Premier Football League:

Ahli Continues Lead
Ahli Sanaa continues its lead in 
the national premier league after 
defeating Wahda Sanaa (2/3) in a 
surprisingly tense match that 
could have gone either way.
The result boosted Ahli Sanaa’s 
lead with (37) points over Al- 
Tilal of Aden with (29) points 
followed by Al-Shaab of Ibb with 
(28) points.

Volleyball Tournament:
Police Team Still 

Undefeated
In the volleyball tournament cur­
rently underway, the Police Team 
(Al-Shurta) continued its lead of 
the tournament and is still unde­
feated after crushing Wahdat 
Sanaa with three clean sets. The 
result increased the Police 
Team’s lead with (32) points. 
However, the Police Team is

closely followed by Seyun team 
which has (31) points so far.

Naseem Cup Championship
During July 9-17, the third 
Naseem Cup Boxing 
Championship will be launched 
in Sanaa under the sponsorship of 
Naseem and will be organized by 
the Ministry of Immigrant 
Affairs. The event is an annual 
event that first started in 1999.

Wahdah of Sanaa Wins 
Mohamed Abdullah Saleh’s Cup 
In a tense match between the 
Central Security Team along with 
Wahtah of Sanaa Team, resulted 
in the winning of the latter with 
penalty kicks (8/9). Hence, 
Wahdah of Sanaa became the 
winner of the Cup of late brother 
of President Saleh, Brigadier 
Mohamed Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
which was organized by the 
General Football Union.



Beirut
B

EIRUT, a cosmopoli­
tan city, with its mil­
lion plus inhabitants, 
conveys a sense of life and an 
energy that is immediately 
apparent. This dynasism is 

echoed by the capital’s geo­
graphical position - a great 
promontory jutting into the 
blue sea with dramatic moun­
tains rising behind it. An 
ancient city with a venerable 
past, 5,000 years ago Beirut 
was a prospering town on the

Canaanite coast and 3,000 
years ago it was entering the 
Phoenician age. The city’s 
favorable weather, good busi­
ness climate and seductive 
lifestyle has always attracted 
travellers. But whether you 
visit on business or a vacation, 
the hospitality towards new 
faces, new ideas and new 
experiences will ensure a stay 
that is informative as well as 
fun. Beirut survived a decade 
and a half of conflict and so

has earned the right to call 
itself ‘The City That Would 
Not Die’. As if to demonstrate 
this resiliency the Lebanese
have 
launched a 
great rush of 
building 
activity 
including the 
public serv­
ice infra­
structure. In 
the ruined 
city centre, a 
huge recon­
struction 
project is 
underway to 
create a new 
commercial 
and residen­
tial district for the 21st centu­
ry. Commerce is second nature 
to Beirutis, who long ago dis­
covered that their port city on 
the East-West crossroads was 
ideally placed for trading and 
businesses of all kinds. A 
banking centre with a free cur­
rency exchange, the chief 

employment 
here are: trade, 
banking, con- 
s t r u c t i o n , 
import-export 
and service 
industries.
BEIRUT 
enjoys a vigor­
ous press that 
publishes scores 
of newspapers 
and magazines 
in Arabic, 
Franch, English 
and Armenian. 
Five universi­
ties help keep 
ideas and inno­
vations flowing. 
The flourishing 
art scene 
including the­
ater, film mak­
ing, music and 
plastic arts adds 
to the sense that 
this is indeed a 
city on the 
move. Its many 
advantages also 
make Beirut a 
natural venue 
for internation­
al, regional or 
local confer­
ences and con-

ventions.
BEIRUT’S port, the largest 
in eastern Mediterranean, 
is equipped to handle tons 
of freight and passenger 
vessels. With its

favourable situation and well 
engineered breakwaters,
Beirut’s port is protected from

winds and undertows. Further 
updating of its busy facilities 
will be made as part of 
Lebanon’s general reconstruc­
tion plan. Beirut International 
Airport, which serves the 
national Middle East Airlines 
and numerous foreign airlines 
is poised for comprehensive 
remodeling and expansion. 
Plans call for an annual capac­
ity of 6 million passengers by 
the start of the 21st century.
Food: Restaurants specializ­
ing in Lebanese food offer a 
chance to sample this well 
known cuisine at its most 
authentic. The famous hors- 
d’oeuvres known as mezza, 
grilled shish-kebabs, and 
roasted chicken with the 
world’s most pungent garlic 
sauce are all recommended. 
By the sea-shore, you can get 
excellent grilled fish 
Lebanese style. This cosmo­
politan selection of foreign 
restaurants offer cooking from 
around the world in surround­
ings as elegant or as homey as 
you desire. The choice is 
yours.
Sights Around Town
Pigeon Rock: At the area of 
Raouche, known for its many 
good Lebanese restaurants, are 
the Pigeon Rocks not far off 
the seaside Comiche. Raouche 
is also famous for its wide 
sidewalks where fortune 
tellers read the future and 
where strollers crowd the 
pavements in the evenings and 
weekends.
Maarad Street: Under the 
‘Renovation’ policy of the

Turkish Governor Azmil Bey, 
large sections of the old town 
were demolished in 1915 and 
re-organised along European 
lines. New regular, wide 
streets like Allenby, Maarad 
and Foch, were built, replacing 
the old winding lanes. Prior to 
its use as the site of the Beirut

fair, Maarad Street was also 
known as Allenby Street. 
(‘Maarad’ means fair or exhi­
bition in Arabic). This street is 
remarkable for its arcaded 
pedestrian sidewalk and is to 
be preserved under the new 
plan.
Martyr’s Square or ‘Burj’: 
The name Burj refers to the 
Burj Al-Kachaf (Al-Kachaf 
Tower) which occupied the 
northeast corner of the square 
in central Beirut until 1874. In 
the 17th Century Emir 
Fakhreddine rebuilt the tower 
and constructed a palace (the 
Fakhreddine Serail) on the 
site. The headquarters of 
Prince Fakhreddine were 
demolished in 1882 to build 
the small government Serail 
on or near the site of the old 
tower. This Serail was laid to 
ruin in the 1950’s, and in 1994 
excavations uncovered its 
arched foundations. In 1884 a 
new public garden was built 
on the site of the Fakhreddine 
Serail gardens and dedicated 
to Sultan Abel Hammed II. 
With the declaration of the 
constitution in 1908, the gar­
den was re-named Liberty or 
Union Square. Then in 1916 it 
was given the name Martyr’s 
Square in memory of Syrian- 
Lebanese nationalists who 
were executed by the 
Ottomans. In 1921 the public 
garden was razed for the con­
struction of the pavilions of 
the Beirut Fair and in 1925, a 
new square was planned here 
in the French style. The 
square acquired its modern
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landmark in the 1950’s when a 
monument to the martyrs was 
erected. Reconstruction plan 
calls for Martyr’s Square to 
open towards the water front, 
but the martyr’s statue, its war 
damage repaired will remain 
in place.
Place de L’Etoile: Based on 
European urban models, the 
Place de L’Etoile was 
designed during the French 
Mandate period by a French 
urban planner to replace parts 
of the old city. By the early 
1930’s the square, with its pat­
tern of radiating streets, was 
already waiting for work on 
the new town centre to begin. 
The branches of the Etoile 
were never completed, howev­
er, work was stopped so as to 
preserve the nearby Greek- 
Catholic Cathedrals. But while 
laying foundations for new 
buildings, the remains of a 
Roman colonnaded street were 
uncovered.
Riadh al-Solh Square: This 
downtown area used to be 
known as Sur Square. With a 
strategic location, it was 
crossed by everyone who 
wanted to enter the old town 
through Bab Yacoub, one of 
the old city’s gates. The square 
kept this name until 1950, 
when it was completely rede­
veloped and called Riadh al- 
Solh after Lebanon’s first 
Prime Minister. This square

will be preserved under the 
master plan for the Beirut 
Central District.
Parliament House: Lebanon’s 
Parliament House was built in 
the early 1930’s by architect 
M.H. Altounian under the 
supervision of the Ministry of 
Public Works. In the 1970’s a 
new Parliament building was 
constructed near the National 
Museum, but it was never used 
due to the war. Today the old

building at the Place de 
L’Etoile still serves as the 
Parliament.
The Grand Serail: In 1853, 
during the Ottoman reign of 
Sultan Abdul Mejid, the Turks 
built huge barracks on the 
highest hill in the town centre. 
After World War 1, the French 
occupied the hill, and the racks

became the Grand Serail of the 
French Mandate High 
Commissioner. During the 
independence period, the 
building served as headquar­
ters for the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs.
The Clock Tower: Designed 
and built by the architect 
Youssef Aftimous at the 
request of the Wali Rachid Bey 
in 1897, the tower was 
restored by Michel Medwar in

1912 after it suffered lightning 
and war damage. In 1992 the 
Tower was restored again.
Ottoman Hospital: This was 
built in 1861 by the Turks as a 
Military hospital, and in 1920 
it was converted by the French 
Mandate authorities for use as 
law courts. In 1965 it became 
the School of Fine Arts of the 
Lebanese University. The 
building was restored in 1992 
and now serves as the head 
quarters of the Council for 
Development and
Reconstruction (C.D.R.).

The Grand 
Theatre: Built in 
the early 1930’s 
by the architect 
Youssef 
Aftimous, this 
building is distin­
guished by its 
neo-Islamic style 
and its capitals, 
each of which has 
a different kind of 
fruit carved upon 
it. The building 
acts as a terminus to Maraad 
Street from the South.
The Municipality Building: 
Constructed in the 1920’s by 
the architect Youssef 
Aftimous, who won a compe­
tition for its design, the 
Municipality Building is in the 
neo-Islamic style. The build­
ing is slated for renovation 
under the reconstruction pro­
gram.
Institut Francais
d’Archeologie du Proche 
Orient (IFAPO): This build­
ing was erected in 1850 by 
Hajj Abdallah Beyhum. In 
1911 the French government 
bought it and converted it into 
a home for the elderly. The 
French Institute of 
Archaeology was established 
there in 1946.
Night Life: In the last four 
years, Beirut has undergone a 
metamorphosis. In the years 
before the war, the epicenter of 
nightlife was in the Northern 
suburbs of Jounieh, Kaslik and 
Maameltain. But as the city 
picked up, so the hustle and 
bustle returned. Going out in 
Beirut is fun. It may not be as 
cheap as you expect for this 
part of the World, but it cer­
tainly is value for money. The 
drink servings are generous - 
especially the spirits - and the 
food is fairly priced. A word of 

advice for those who are stick­
lers for service etiquette: even 
though a service charge may 
be added to your bill, it is 
expected that you leave an 
extra tip on the table. Lebanon 
is a country that runs on tips 
and favors, try to join in the 
game.
Copyright:
http://www.lebanon-tourism 
.gov.lb/

NEWS BRIEFS
ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES 

(ET) will begin non­
stop service between 
Sana'a and Addis
Ababa effective 10th 
July 2001. This will 
reduce the transit time 
it currently has on the 
route which goes via 
Djibouti.
ROYAL JORDANIAN 

(RJ) has added 
Munich and Zurich to 
its ever expanding 
network. It has also 
implemented (on 1st 
July 2001) a Non 
Smoking Po1icy sys- 
temwide. This will 
bring about a clean and 
healthy environment 
for its passengers..

http://www.lebanon-tourism
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Watani Bank Holds a Courtesy Reception
The Watani Bank held last 
Thursday a lunch courtesy 
reception in Aden Hotel 
attended by several promi­
nent personalities includ­
ing Governor of Aden, Mr. 
Taha Ahmed Ghanem, Mr. 
Abdulkarim Shaif

Chairman of the Local 
Council in Aden, Brigadier 
Mohamed Saleh Turaiq, 
Security Manager of Aden 
Governorate, along with 
several cultural, political 
and business individuals.
Receiving the guests at the

hotel were Mr. S. S. Mehdi 
Naqwi, GM and Chief 
Executive of Watani Bank 
along with Mr. Arshed 
Zaidi, Branch Manager, 
plus Mr. Khaled Saif Al- 
Garadi, Deputy Manager. 
During the reception, Mr. 
S. S. Naqwi gave a speech 
welcoming the guests to 
the reception, which he 
called "a good opportunity 
to cooperate and revive 
activities." He stressed that 
being a gigantic financial 
establishment in Yemen, 
the Watani Bank works to 
provide the best financial 
services to its customers 
through its new branch in 
Aden City and all other

branches. He pointed out 
that the reception is an 
effort to revive and activate 
the relationship between 
the bank and its customers. 
Mr. Naqi concluded his 
statement by delivering the

special regards from the 
Bank's chairman Dr. 
Ahmed Al-Hamdani to all 
the bank's customers and 
guests and specifically to 
Governor of Aden, Mr. 
Taha Ahmed Ghanem.

Aden Hotel Honors
Distinguished Employees

In its annual celebration held last Wednesday, Aden 
Hotel honored its distinguished employees and staff 
members by distributing certificates of merit to 
more than 35 employees, all who participated in 
training courses launched by the management.
Attending the ceremony were Mr. Ali Al-Imad, 
General Manager of Tourism in Aden along with 
Arslan Abdulkhaliq, Public Relations Manager of 
Yemen Airways (Yemenia) and Mr. Ahmed Wasfi, 
Regional Manager of Egypt Air plus a large number 
of prominent cultural and political personalities. 
Complete details on the ceremony to be published 
next week.
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