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Finally, FBI Investigation Team Arrives in Yemen

USS Cole Investigations to Resume
Well-informed sources noted that a new team of 
FBI investigators is due to arrive in Aden for fol­
lowing-up the investigations related to the USS 
Cole bombing incident that occurred on October 
12, 2000 while the US destroyer was refueling at 
the port of Aden. On the other hand, news reports 
mentioned that a US military plane carrying 
equipment belonging to the team of investigation 
unloaded the shipment in Aden airport last 
Thursday and departed in the same day. This 
move came amid US-based news reports about 
strong disagreement between the two countries on 
the extension of investigations regarding USS 
Cole incident.
In the meanwhile, the US Ambassador to Yemen, 
Barbara Bodine indirectly accused the Yemeni 
authorities of concealing names of persons 
involved in the USS Cole bombing incident. In a 
press conference Bodine mentioned that “persons 
directly involved in the bombing incident are still 
at large,”
Bodine further added that the Yemeni security

authorities have information that could potential­
ly help the American investigators to track all the 
persons involved in the incident. In the same time 
the American ambassador denied the existence of 
any key disagreements between the US and 
Yemen concerning the current investigation, how­
ever, she confirmed the existence of differences 
regarding the way the investigations should be 
carried out and the whole issue should be tackled. 
Bodine commended the cooperation of the 
Yemeni side during the investigations and added 
that the US and Yemen agreed that foreign groups 
are involved in the incident without directly or 
indirectly mentioning the Islamic groups. 
Differences between the two sides erupted when 
the Yemeni authorities declared that the investiga­
tions with the suspects accused in assisting the 
culprits had been completed and that the suspects 
will be referred to justice. This move provoked 
Washington which demanded the postponement 
of the trial several times to give a greater chance 
for investigators to go ahead with their duties.

Two FBI officials arrived in Sana a on August 3, 
within a team of six. Four of those officials 
returned to Washington shortly after arriving in 
Yemen. Earlier in mid-June, Washington pulled 
out its team of investigators on the pretext that ter­
rorist threats had been made against the US citi­
zen and interests in Yemen.
President Saleh had awarded the “Unity Medal” 
to Bodine for her role in enhancing the US- 
Yemeni relations during her term of office.
It is worth mentioning that Bodine assumed her 
post as Ambassador of the US to Yemen in 1996. 
The Yemeni government requested from 
Washington to extend the term of office of Bodine 
one extra year which had been approved by the 
American administration. On the other hand, the 
US administration named James Edmund as the 
new American Ambassador to Yemen. Mr. 
Edmund who used to be the head of international 
counter-terrorism division at the US Department 
of State will arrive in Sana’a within the next cou­
ple of weeks.

Bohra Movement to 
Implement New Projects
Prince 
Mufadhal 
Saif Eldin, 
son of the 
sultan of 
Bohra, the 
52th Fatimid 
preacher of 
Bohra Mr. 
Mohammed Bohra Eldin laid the foundation 
stones for the construction of a mosque and the 
Burhani school in Hamadan district. This came 
during Prince Mufadhal’s visit to the followers 
of the Bohra sect in the district where over than 
1500 inhabitants gathered to receive him. 
Mufadhal who delivered a speech highlighting 
the importance of building a mosque for the 
late religious scholar of Bohra, Ibrahim bin al- 
Hussain al-Hamidi who was buried in this dis­
trict.

Continued on P2

Five Killed in 
Clashes in Al-Jawf

Five persons were killed the last Tuesday during 
armed clashes between a car robbery gang and the 
personnel of a military checkpoint in al-Aqaba 
district in Al-Jawf. Colonel Mutahar al-Fakeh 
Commander of al-Aqaba military district and two 
soldiers were among the dead.
The 9th Brigade paratroopers stationed in the area 
carried out a massive combing for the area and 
shelled the could-be hideouts of the gang. 
Meanwhile, sheikhs and dignitaries of the area 
condemned the acts of robbery carried out by 
some gangs of Al-Jawf and declared that they will 
never provide protection for those persons in case 
the government takes action against them.
Al-Jawf Governorate located in the northeast of 
Sana’a has been the scene of many clashes 
between military forces and tribesmen. Moreover, 
parts of the governorate have become the haven 
for many car robbery gangs due to lawlessness. 

After reaching a Dead End in Mediations to Release Kidnapped German

Government Demands More Hostages
After negotiations with the tribesmen suspected 
of being involved in the kidnapping of the 
German Commercial Attache reached a dead­
lock, the government openly demanded to have 
more hostages until the secure release of the 
kidnapped German last Thursday.
Military troops stationed in Mareb started last 
Friday erecting military checkpoints at the key 
outlets leading to Serwah district where the 
German diplomat is thought to be kept.
The mediations made by the Governor of Mareb, 
Colonel Naji Al-Sufi with the relatives of 
Mohammed Ali Al-Zaidi accused of kidnapping 
the German diplomat, Rainer Bems, 55, came to 
a dead end due to his insistence on USD 1 mil­
lion ransom.
On another level;, sheikhs of Al-Zaidi tribe and 
other sheikhs from Jahm tribe offered them­
selves as hostages to the Government. Staff-

Brigadier Naji Ali Al-Zaidi brother of the sus­
pect Mohammed Al-Zaidi as well as Sheikh 
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Zaidi and Sheikh Ahmed 
Al-Owaili are currently in a detention camp in 
Mareb. Similarly, the Government demanded 
other hostages from Jahm tribe, but Jahm 
absolved itself from the kidnappers.
Well-informed sources told Yemen Times that 
the German Embassy in Sana’a did not receive 
any calls from the kidnappers within the last 20 
days and that the Embassy is concerned about 
the health of the diplomat who who is suffering 
from a heart disease.
A German psychologist staying in hotel in Sanaa 
has been comforting the Iranian wife of the 
diplomat who feels frustrated because of the 
failed efforts to release her husband. Bems was 
kidnapped on July 27 from his car on the 60- 
meter street in Sanaa by unknown militants.

80 Judges Dismissed, 108 retired
The Yemeni Supreme Legislative Council head­
ed by President Ali Abdullah Saleh decided last 
Tuesday to dismiss 20 judges and members of 
prosecution charged with corruption. It also 
decided retiring 108 others. It recommended 
that 500 graduates of law faculties with an over­
all very good grade to join the legislative sector. 
President Saleh issued several republican 
decrees concerning the appointment of new 
judges and prosecutors, as well as moving oth­
ers to different posts. The council recommend­
ed that some other judges and prosecutors be 
held accountable by the Accountability Council. 
The Minister of Justice has been authorized to

conduct a plan of action for inspection into the 
legislative sector. The Minister already said that 
radical reform has to be conducted in the leg­
islative sector pointing out that some judges 
have to be held accountable because of dishon­
esty in fulfilling their responsibilities and others 
have to be swept away as they are too weak.
Observers showed resentment with this change 
drive in the legislative sector and said that more 
judges and prosecutors should have been dis­
missed. This is because reforming this sector 
will yield fruits as the pressure of a good fair 
and just legislature will encourage investors to 
flow to the country.

Dr. Fare’: “Press Freedom & Human 
Rights are two faces of one coin”

Dr. Wahibah Fare’, Minister of Human Rights 
urged upon the press to objectively disclose 
human rights violations. “The press and 
human rights are two faces of one coin,” said 
the minister at the Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
hall of the YJS last Saturday. She said that the 
ministry would make every effort to solve 
human rights problems in Yemen.
In response to a Yemen Times question about 
the use of maintaining the Supreme Council 
for Human Rights, at which she holds the 
position of a secretary-general, after announc- 

ing the Ministry, she 
said the Council was a 
mere advisory body. 
Dr. Fare’ made known 
her plan to visit a 
number of prisons, 
meet prisoners and 
follow up their cases.
Observers do believe in the Minister’s 
ability to be a strong advocate of human 
rights and to improve Yemen’s image in 
the world’s eyes in this respect.
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Words of Wisdom
One of the key differences between a 
dictatorship and a democratic system is 

the role of the media in general, and 
that of the official media, in 
particular. If those individuals in 
charge of the media feel they are 
more responsible towards the public 
than towards the politicians, and 
perform their job on that basis, then 
that is a sign of a democratic 
structure.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Institutionalized Press:

The Press for the Future
In the live debate I attended in the "Face to Face" program 
broadcasted a week ago on national TV, I noted an important 
and significant issue regarding the press in Yemen. This is 
the institutionalized press.

I openly said that in all modern countries of the world, where 
press companies have budgets and capitals in billions of dol­
lars, only independent and well-established newspapers pre­
vailed and flourished. First of all, any institutionalization of 
a newspaper would most probably lead to a better economic 
stand because all financial and administrative affairs would 
be handled appropriately.

Secondly, an institutionalized newspaper will gain the trust 
of the advertisers and readers as they would understand that 
it is a newspaper founded to stay as it was a strong and solid 
basis and wide reputation that puts it in a high-ranking posi­
tion among other newspapers.

Unfortunately, Yemen is full of newspapers that are not well­
run and managed. Their material and news reports are not 
well edited and the overall quality is low. The main reason 
for that is because they are not institutionalized. This 
explains why some newspapers claim that they reduced their 
pages due to economic hardships.

Being institutionalized will also open the way to become 
more productive and producing high quality printout of the 
newspaper. This will consequently lead to better revenues 
from advertisements, especially if the newspaper is of inde­
pendent, i.e., not biased to government or opposition or any 
party. The increase in advertisements and the number of 
pages and articles in any newspaper is an indication of its 
large circulation, reputation, and high-ranking position in the 
market. Hence, advertisers who compare the newspaper with 
others who imitate it and which include less articles and have 
less pages, or which are biased would definitely choose the 
first.

On the other hand, the increase in advertisements in the 
newspaper will generate more revenue.

The income that comes into any newspaper should always be 
used to cover the expenses of running the newspaper ade­
quately based on a set budget, and the surplus should be used 
to enhance productivity, add supplements, add qualified 
employees, increase circulation, and other issues.

This step should be understood as an investment because 
money that is put to enhance the newspaper will definitely 
lead to its prosperity in the long run. The extra revenue will 
also reflect itself in an increase of the income of the news­
paper's staff leading to a better working conditions and bet­
ter productivity.

In Yemen, there are a few newspapers that are considered 
somewhat institutionalized, and we are proud to say that 
Yemen Times is among them.

However, those newspapers should never think that they are 
in a position in which they should stop at that certain point. 
They should continue to flourish and develop in all means 
possible.

We still have a long, very long way until we realize the true 
meaning and benefit of institutionalizing the press in Yemen. 
But only when most of the newspapers in Yemen are institu­
tionalized, will Yemeni newspapers be able to compete on a 
regional level.

Independent Cultural, Economic & Political Weekly 
First English Newspaper in Yemen, founded in 1991 

by Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief:
Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Head office:
Telephone: +967 (1) 268-661
Fax: +967 (1) 268-276
P.O. Box 2579, Sana'a

Email:
yementimes@y.net.ye
yementimes@yementimes.com
Website: http://www.yementimes.com

Branches:
Aden Bureau Chief: 
Ridhwan Alawi Ahmed 
Tel: +967 (2) 347-057, 346596; 
Fax: +967 (2) 347-056
Email: ytaden@y.net.ye

Taiz Bureau Chief: 
Imad Ahmed Abdullah 
Telefax: +967 (4) 252-616 
P.O.Box: 5086, Taiz 
Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye

47th Anniversary of establishing Republican 
Hospital in Aden

On August, 23, 2001, a ceremony was held 
on the occasion of establishing the Republican 
Hospital in Aden Governorate. The Hospital 
was established by the Queen Elizabeth II and 
her husband. At that time the hospital was 
named Elizabeth Hospital.
The ceremony was attended by the Health 
Minister, Abdul Naser Al-Munibari and the 
British Ambassador to Yemen, Francis Gene. 
The first phase has been officially inaugurated 
to include the Central Computer Unites for 
Registration and Statistics and other relevant 
information with an overall cost of USD 
12000. This has been financed by Aden

University. The center will include 22 bed 
sections. It is also fully equipped with 
Information Network for researches and med­
ical practitioners in all the governorates of the 
Republic.
Then the intensive care was opened. It is fully 
equipped with medical apparatus. Another 
unite for the chest diseases with the capacity 
of 70 beds, financed by the Japanese 
Government was also inaugurated.
In the ceremony the Health Minister, Abdul 
Naser Al-Munibari spoke highly about the 
leading role of the staff of the hospital.

UNDP Channels $ 877,000 to Demining Program
Yemen and UNDP signed last Wednesday an 
extension of UNDP's on-going support to the 
National Demining Program of $ 877,000 out 
of which, $710,000 will be forth coming from 
the government of the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Canada, and Sweden while the 
remaining amount will be provided by UNDP. 
This amount will be used for mine clearance in 
new areas as highlighted by the results of the 
level one survey, field surveys, prevention 
action and victim support, mine awareness and 
strengthening of national capacity to plan, 
coordinate and implement mine action activi­

ties.
These contributions build upon the $ 1.7 mil­
lion already provided to earlier phases of the 
UNDP mine action support project by these 
governmental and UNDP, as well as by Japan, 
USA, Norway and Switzerland.
National Demining Committee said sometime 
ago that 42,000 mines fields had been dam­
aged after the civil war of 1994. The National 
Demining Committee also damaged February, 
2000 5050 anti-personnel mines. Several peo­
ple have been killed, others disabled by mines 
in Yemen.

Minister of Health Responds
In response to the appeal of Eyman 
Abdusamad, an eye patient, which was pub­
lished in the Yemen Times on August 20, Dr. 
Abdul Nasser Al-Munibari, Minister of 
Health, expressed in a phone call the 
Ministry's desire to cover all expenses of the 
operation needed on the patient.
In th other hand, the Minister suspended a 
number of physicians at Al-Wahdah Hospital 
in Aden for unpunctuality.

Foreigners Embrace
Islam in Aden

The Manager of the Endowment and 
Guidance Office in Aden Dr. Hassan Al- 
Saqqaf stated that around 246 foreigners in 
Aden had embraced Islam.
These have been working in different insti­
tutions and companies in Yemen for the few 
past years. In a statement to the Saba News 
Agency Al-Saqqaf said that the reason for 
their converting into Islam can be attributed 
to the spiritual supremacy of Islam and its 
noble values that makes this Religion more 
rightful and more tolerant in all aspects of 
life.

16 people drowned in 
Aden in 2001

Sixteen people, most of whom were children, 
have drowned while swimming in Aden owing to 
weather changes this year.
In a statement to the Yemen Times, Colonel 

Sameer Abdullah, said that the TV, Radio and 
newspapers had been instructed to warn visitors 
of Aden against such changes of weather. Rescue 
teams, fully trained and equipped with all neces­
sary safety measures, have been formed. Mr. 
Sameer also stressed the important role of fami­
lies in protecting their children.
The Governor of Aden, Taha Ahmad Ghanem 
called upon the citizens to adhere to the safety 
measures when swimming.

Sheikh Killed in Hajja
Sheihk Hassan Hamoud Haibaj, son of 
a sheikh of al-Qafalyah in the 
Governorate of Hajja, was shot down 
during armed clashes between military 
men commanded by the deputy-direc­
tor of Qafal Ashmar security depart­
ment and some inhabitants of the dis­
trict.

The clashes erupted after the deputy­
director of security department in the 
area carried out a campaign to stop 
cars without plates in the district. 
Following the incident a committee 
was formed for investigating the inci­
dent.

Yemen Tourism Magazine Launched
Under the patronage of the Prime 
Minister Abdulqadir Bajamal, the 
Tourism Promotion Board is organiz­
ing on September 5, 2001 a ceremoni­
al party for launching the Yemen 
Tourism Magazine to be published by 
the Tourism Promotion Board.
The Magazine will be distributed free 
of charge in Yemen and overseas.

Many diplomats, travel agents, busi­
nessmen and people of media have 
been invited to attend the ceremony 
which will take place at the Sheba 
Hotel in Sana'a.
The magazine will be printed in high 
quality colored papers by a major pub­
lication house in Dubai.

UAE Authors Union Condemns
Al-Qasimi’s Behavior

Describing it as uncivilized, the UAE 
Authors Union condemned the UAE 
writer, Al-Qasimi’s, breaking into the 
Yemeni Journalist Syndicate(YJS), 
August 21, with a group of soldiers.
Chairman of the YJS, Mahboub Ali 
received two phone calls from Naser

Al-Dhaheri, chairman of UAE Authors 
Union and Habib Al-Saiegh, a UAE 
well-known writer, who expressed 
their solidarity with the Yemeni jour­
nalists’ stand and confirmed Al- 
Qasimi’s non-membership of the 
Union .

Al-Asad arrives in Sanaa 
mid-September

Official reports said 
that the Syrian 
President Bashar al- 
Asad would be vis­
iting Yemen mid­
september for talks 
with president saleh 
on Israeli aggres­
sion in the occupied 
land.
This will be the first 
visit by Bashar Al- 
Asad to Yemen 
since he was elected 
president of Syria.

Continued from page 1
Bohra Movement to Implement 

New Projects
Similarly, several basic projects were 
implemented in Haraz area, the main 
concentration area of the Bohra sect 
in Yemen.
Prince Saif Eldin stated that his visit 
to Yemen came at the directives of his 
father with the view of getting to 
know the conditions of the followers 
of the sect in Yemen.
It is worth mentioning that the Sultan 
of Bohra visited Yemen five times in 
which he was accompanied by thou­

sands of his followers. Statistics show 
that the number of the Bohra follow­
ers in Yemen is more than 13,000 liv­
ing in Haraz, Hamadan, Ibb and 
Aden.
Some of the hardline Islamic extrem­
ist groups criticize the followers of 
the sect considering them as not fol­
lowing the Sunni teachings.
Sultan Mohammed Burhan Eldin, 90, 
is the most important scholar of the 
Bohra sect all over the world.

Galileo Yemen:
Committed to providing 

pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 

hours for all travel agents 
through the Internet.

For more details, 
please call us on 967 1 264732/3 or 240700

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
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Abdulrahman Al-Baidhani to YT:
"There is no way to achieve the six goals of the revolution but 
with the restoration of the highly qualified Yemenis in exile.”

S
everal official and social per­
sonalities were not opposed 
or defamed with their kin­
ship, though they descended 
from non-Yemeni mothers, 

or horn outside Yemen. Others also 
exist married to foreign non-Arab 
women, while they occupy ministerial 
positions or are senior officials.
All of this applied except for a man 
who descended from a Yemeni father 
with 100% origin confirmed by all the 
representatives of his tribe. He is com­
parable to the similar affair of thou­
sands of Yemeni people whose fathers 
migrated after the year 1917 to other 
countries as a consequence of the polit­
ical and doctrine circumstances which 
existed in Yemen after the Turns depar­
ture, and when life imamite state was 
found to rule Yemen on the basis of a 
doctrine. What hidden secret behind 
all the malice to this man alone, but 
none with the same circumstances?
On this account, the Yemen Times cor­
respondent Mohamed Bin Sallam met 
Dr. Abdulrahman Abdo Rabbo Al- 
Muradi Al-Baidani, who was the Vice 
Chairman of the Revolution Headship 
Council, the Vice President, and the 
prime Minister of Yemen, and conduct­
ed the following interview:

Q: What is your response to the aggres­
sive media campaign launched by offi­
cial media against you? What do they 
aim to achieve? Who were the parties 
behind the curtains you reckon?
A: This is a normal exertion for the real­
ity of intellectual bankruptcy while exist­
ed with the controlling organizations 
which you describe as official.
These organizations tremble when histor­
ical truth breaks out; they exerted efforts 
to defame the reality since they controlled 
the Yemeni media. It was not a comparing 
while suddenly emerged against me fol­
lowing the broadcasting of “My 
Testimony to the era’’ at the Jazeera 
Satellite Channel. It was in fact a nation­
al stretch of a constant direction intended 
to defame my history biography in front 
of the local public arena; in the hope the 
failure of those in charge of our countries 
foreign, internal and economic policies 
would be covered, and which caused eco­
nomic backwardness in Yemen with 
social and security distress.
These organizations are harmed when 
these facts emerge, and which reflect the 
importance of the role I performed either 
for the call of establishing the republic in 
which I played a major role with prepar­
ing its success fundamentals; and in the 
international success which I achieved 
with God’s Help when I held the ranks of 
the Vice Chairman of the Revolution 
Headship Council, the Vice President, the 
Prime minister and the Minister of 
Economy and then the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs.
Within the three months when I held 
these ranks, I convinced my colleagues 
when I managed to keep Yemen away 
from the cold war arena in which Yemen 
had no national interest whatsoever. It 

succeeded to incline the USA towards 
recognizing our Republic and assisted us 
to restore our scat in U.N. it also granted 
us economic aid. I then accomplished an 
agreement with Britain to surrender the 
right of our people in the occupied south 
with their self determination, and without 
the need to fire a single bullet from any 
fedayee (a fighter who risks his life reck­
lessly). for, we were not in need of per­
mitting any citizen to perform a feedayee 
act (sacrifice act) when we were able to 
save his blood by harvesting the corps 
with a peaceful political achievement.
I also was able to help establishing the 
Yemen Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development as a private sector Yemeni 
Share-holding company after we 
announced the rejection of the Egyptian 
socialism and the soviet communism. We 
further commenced establishing agricul­
tural companies and succeeded with 
inclining the Yemeni immigrants to return 
home with their experiences in order to 
participate with achieving our civil ren­
aissance which was our first and last 
incentive.
These were achievements which no 
national press on argued about with 
God’s help I achieved in three and half 
month prior to the Soviet conspiracy that 
used some Yemeni characters to persuade 
me to Egypt and to prohibit me from 
returning to Yemen, while I was leading a 
Yemeni delegation that visited Egypt to 
meet President Jamal Abdulnasser, in 
order to organize the Egyptian forces 
departure from Yemen when stability 
prevailed as a consequences of the break 
out of our friendship with the USA, and 
our genuine attempt to consolidate strong 
relations with our neighbor, the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.
This Yemeni policy which I undertook its 
planning and execution being a political 
and economic expert and which I con­
vinced my colleagues in the Revolution 
Headship Council and the Council of 
Ministers to accept induced the Soviet to 
plan a trap of banishment for me from the 
authority which aimed to extend the 
ground of fighting in Yemen and which 
was stretched by the sacrifices of Yemeni 
and Egyptian blood to the territory Aden 
and Bab Al-Mandab which controlled an 
international strategic site within the Cold 
War Arena; I aimed here to save my coun­
try from its blazing.
Among the elements of the trap to banish 
me from the authority was to dump the 
dust upon the accomplishments which I 
achieved nationally in the Yemeni, Arab, 
and international Arena, as well as to 
defame my personality before the public, 
who knows how I set hopes and strived to 
achieve justice and quality between all 
Yemeni citizens. That was in fact the 
most important pillar of any urban renais­
sance.
When my personality emerged in Al­
Jazeera channel to the youth of the 
Yemeni circles through the achievement 
which the controlling organizations you 
described as the official media attempted 
to dump them then these organizations 
lost their consciousness and disgraced 

themselves with the intellectual failure 
and incredible media, for the majority of 
readers were fair to me when they real­
ized the facts which the failure strategy 
attempted to dump in the dust.
Perhaps, the incentive behind the panic of 
this strategy when my personality 
emerged at Al-Jazeera channel and the 
historical facts were exposed was its 
thinking that I was making an effort for a 
rank which will redirect the republic to 
the path of achieving its goals and which 
were confirmed to the majority of people 
that they were not achieved while our 
country fell down in the bottomless pit of 
a tightened economic hardships. 
Newspapers which you described in your 
question were applauded and attempted 
to convince the people that tyranny was 
justice, poverty was worship and compul­
sion was happiness.
Naturally, when professional doctors who 
are competent and expert emerge to tack­
le this crisis, then its beneficiaries of its 
people and affiliated newspapers to 
expropriate an applaud from the primitive 
masses while they keep them under 
poverty, hungry and vexation.
They illustrate to all the masses all these 
humiliations that they were the climax of 
the national achievements. They did not 
realize when those hungry revolt, then the 
sense become idle and magic reverses 
against the magician.
Beyond this, I have no other reason for 
the media campaign which the official 
media and the affiliated newspapers 
ridiculous and contracted against me. It is 
worth mentioning I did not refer in the 
broadcasting of “My Testimony to the 
Era” at Al-Jazeera channel to any conver­
sation related to the suffering of my coun­
try regarding the socio-economic, securi­
ty crisis and the failure to tackle any part 
of them.

Q: It was noted that Al-Jazeera chan­
nel did not provide you with the oppor­
tunities of a conservation about several 
cases, in all the eight sessions as was 
formally customary. Further Mr. 
Ahmed Mansour attempted to pro­
voke you by converting some facts in 
several occasions to the favor of the 
foes which inspired lack of neutrality 
from his part. How do you evaluate this 
role of Al-Jazeera if our thought was

right?
A: I definitely noted this during my dia­
logue with Mr. Ahmed Mansour when he 
announced in his answers that he visited 
Yemen and met several Yemeni persons 
when he knows personally that I did not 
need to be very smart in order to be cer­
tain that during his visits to Yemen which 
was intended to conduct a TV dialogue 
with our political leadership he only met 
the leadership of the controlling organiza­
tions to the Media, the head of which 
were newspapers which you described in 
your questions as the official and the 
affiliated newspapers. This was why Mr. 
Ahmed Mansour was being influenced 
with them by expressing their opinion. 
Therefore his questions were questions of 
an investigator and a judge at the same 
time. I noted this at the first instant, but I 
did not wish to end the dialogue with him 
for (i), I had nothing to hide or to be 
scared of. As a matter of fact I found it an 
opportunities in front of millions of audi­
ence to repel against those who were 
behind this provocation in order to 
expose the facts which the Yemeni Arab 
and international circles welcome to 
know while the failure attempted to dump 
them after I left authority.
(ii) I considered the dialogue with Al- 
Jazeera channel was a challenge between 
a dialogist influenced by organizations 
which intended to deform the personality 
and history of Al-Baidani as well as Al- 
Baidani within himself who was delight­
ed that the Yemeni. Arab and internation­
al circles know the reality of his person­
ality, the purity of his path, and the failure 
of his goes.

Q: It was said you were struggling for 
50 years or more to achieve a Yemeni 
identity, and that your reception at Al- 
Jazeera channel “My Testimony to the 
Era” was a stretch to this. What is your 
reply to this allegation?
A: I did not struggle absolutely for a 
Yemeni identity, for, I am a Yemeni who 
descended from a Yemeni father and a 
Yemeni grandfather. I held a Yemeni

passport prior to the birth of all those who 
were behind this humorous allegation. It 
was an allegation which offered the 
Yemeni people with their ancient history, 
for, it was an allegation which accused 
me of not being a Yemeni, but rather a cit­
izen who fell down upon Yemen from 
another planet.
They attempted those acts to refrain the 
people from their devotion with the per­
son who wanted a renaissance for them, 
to tackle their crisis and whom the people 
experienced his knowledge, while they 
were failures. Naturally the village hair­
dresser fears from the existence of a doc­

tor who is a university professor.
This was a realistic example which the 
former US President Ronald Regan said 
in his first debate when he challenged his 
competitor who endeavored efforts for 
his re-election, while the US economic 
crisis overwhelmed during his adminis­
tration. President Regan then won the 
debate, and searched for the assistance of 
professional economic experts; therefore, 
managed to tackle the US economic crisis 
which was tight during the era of his 
predecessor.

Continued on page 15

Job Opportunity
Yemen Commercial Bank Head office is seeking to employ:
1. 5 senior officers in different bank fields.
2. Assistant Administrative/Personnel.

Candidates who are interested in applying for the mentioned posts must 
meet the following requirements.

- Yemen national.
- University graduate, holding a bachelor degree in administra- 

tion/management/accounts.
- Fluent in speaking, reading and writing both English and 

Arabic, Computer literate, with good skills at using Word & 
Excel programs.

- Has work experience in the post mentioned for at least 7-10 
years.

Candidates who exactly meet the above mentioned requirements may 
submit or send their applications together with CVs and copies of their 
academic and work certificates + any other supporting documents to 
the following address not later than two weeks from the date of this 
announcement:

Attention Personnel Manager
P.O.Box 19845 Sana’a 
Fax:# 277344

Note: Applicants should clearly state their contact address in their 
CVs. No applicants will be accepted later than the said date, and only 
those who exactly hold the required qualifications will be contacted for 
interviews. 
______________
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Yemen Decides to Mediate in the prisoners’ issue between Iraq & Kuwait

WILL YEMEN BRING 
THE BREAKTHROUGH
F

ollowing the talks of last 
week between the Emir of 
Kuwait Jaber al-Ahmed al- 
Sabah and Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Abu Bakr Al- 

Qirbi, hopes increased in an active role 
of Yemen regarding the resolving of 
the prisoners’ issue between Iraq and 
Kuwait. Al-Qirbi, who carried a mes­
sage from President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh expressing Yemen’s willingness 
to mediation efforts between Kuwait 
and Iraq, also expressed optimism 
regarding Yemen’s possible role in this 
dispute.
Following President Saleh meeting 
with Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin 
Ramadhan who visited Yemen two 
weeks ago, the president expressed his 
eagerness to bring views closer to set 
an effective agreement between the 
two sides to end this dispute once and

for all.
However, Iraq's proposal to set up an 
Arab League committee on the prison- 
ers-of-war and those missing in action 
(MIA) since the 1991 Gulf War was 
also presented by Al-Qirbi to the 
Kuwaiti side, was rejected.
According to Kuwaiti sources, more 
than 600 of its and other countries' 
nationals disappeared during the Iraqi 
occupation from August 1990 to 
February 1991, and says the MIA’s are 
still being held in Iraq. However, Iraq 
has been admitting taking prisoners but 
says it lost track of them during the 
Shiite uprising in southern Iraq, but 
maintained that more than 1,555 Iraqis 
have disappeared or are being held in 
Kuwait.
Yemen is believed to be the closest 
country who could resolve the issue 
and serve as a mediator especially that

it had strengthened its relations with 
Kuwait and seems to have bypassed all 
the consequences of Yemen’s siding 
with Iraq during the Gulf War. This 
was evident specifically during the lat­
est delegation visit of a number of 
Kuwaiti intellectuals who held a 
Kuwaiti Cultural Festival in Sanaa.
At the same time, Yemen maintained 
its strong relationship with Iraq, and 
confirmed this with the recent Iraqi 
Vice President’s visit to Yemen.
There have also been circulating news 
about a possible visit of President 
Saleh to Kuwait, which could be a 
breakthrough in Yemeni-Kuwaiti rela­
tionship since the 1990 Gulf War.
The visit has not been confirmed by 
official sources, even though there 
have been confirmation of an invitation 
extended to President Saleh to visit 
Kuwait.

Yemen, the Heritage & Horizons of Freedom

T
he new 189 pages Book 
Yemen Al-irth Wa Ofok 
Al-Houryiah (Yemen the 
Heritage and Horizons of 
Freedom) is the first pro­

duction of Mr. Abdullbari Taher one of 
the pioneering symbols in the field of 
Scientific research in Yemen.
The book presents valuable concepts, 
day to day dialogues and the most 
interesting negotiations related to the 
intellectual life in the Yemeni and Arab 
arenas. The subjects, the book is deal­
ing with, are the summary of his scien­
tific life ever since the 1970s.
The book is presenting precious stud­
ies and subjects formulated as follow­
ing:
Yemen and the buried culture treas­
ures: in which he is dealing with 
dimensions of the Yemeni identity and 
environment which frustrated all pow­
ers invaded it in the past, national cul­
ture, the ancient and modern history of 
Yemen.

He shed the light on the role of the 
national liberals who struggled for the 
sake of a free nation since the Turkish 
ruling then the Imam’s and up to the 
date. He discussed democracy and its

evaluation by 
the Westerners 
and Marxists, 
the freedom of 
opinion, 
expression and 
journalism in 
Yemen as well 
as the party 
system, the 
syndicates 
labor and
social institutions and civic organiza­
tions.
He concluded his book as he described 
the Yemeni society, the origin and 
obstacles and the reasons behind the 
society degeneration.
According to Taher’s book the Yemeni 
tribes are fiercely invaded with igno­
rance and illiteracy which are crowned 
with heavy and light weapons. The 
tribes are the major obstacles in front 
of the national dream of modernity and 
civilization.

In a Letter to YT, US Commander Insists on an Apology 
for Death of his Son in USS Cole Incident:

“Mr. President.... can't you 
just tell me you are sorry?”

A
s the investigation procedures in the US 
Cole bombing that occurred in October of 
last year continue without a set date for a 
trial so far, families of the killed 17 US 
sailors are still wondering why justice did­

n’t take place and why procedures are taking so long. 
The recent developments of withdrawing the FBI inves­
tigators, and afterwards the announcement that they 
may return back have also triggered a motion of anger 
among the US public. As Yemen Times, we have received 
many messages from families of those victims inquiring

about the case, where it stands, and when the trial would 
start. However, our response was always “we don’t 
know!” Indeed, the circumstances are quite ambiguous 
and no announcement of any trial date was given.
In this regard, US Commander, Gary G. Swenchonis Sr., 
a father of one of the US soldiers who were killed in the 
bombing sent a letter to Yemen Times explaining his 
demand that President Saleh should apologize for the 
death of his son. Here, and based on the commander’s 
wish, we publish his letter as it is, hoping that his mes­
sage would reach its target.

Text of letter:

“It has been close to one year now since our son and his 
mates were so ruthlessly murdered in your country. But still 
there is no formal apology from your President, and/or gov­
ernment. The generic apology immediately following the 
murders will not suffice (No one ever knew about it anyway). 
Our butchered sons, daughters, and fathers deserve much 
more than a cursory mention.
We don’t understand your country’s silence. We have 
researched your country and your President extensively. We 
wanted to try and understand who and why our son was 
murdered.
We know that your country has undergone dramatic and vio­
lent changes in its quest for democracy and that your gov­
ernment is on the path of democracy despite rebellious fac­
tions from within.
We also know that your country is dealing with extreme 
poverty and other related issues as well.
We have also studied the background of your President, 
which seems to be very impressive indeed, including his mil­
itary career as well as his civilian accomplishments.
But I was an Infantryman many years ago, not an officer like 
your President but still a combat soldier. The Code of Honor 
we were taught was universal at that time. Part of that code 
was that you pay tribute to any soldiers/sailors who were 
killed while serving as allies.
Many of the values concerning honor that I learned have 
long since been swept away even in our country. But those 
same values, which we have lost, still appear to be strong in 
your country.
You treat me as your enemy when our son and his mates died 
for your country. Why?
Our own country will tell us nothing but superficial lies, and 
propaganda. I know that our country provides your country 
with financial assistance and military advisors.
In exchange, you provide our country with a strategic port 
and a base to spread our own political agenda in the Middle 
East. That is a fair enough deal.
Our sons and daughters were murdered as part of this deal. 
Because they represented America, a nation you were doing 
business with. In 1973 it was called off leave to go to the 
Middle East as a soldier to defend our allies over there. In 
the October War and 18 years later our son is murdered in 
the Middle East. I still don’t get it. Two generations for 
what? A father and 18 odd years later his son. Only his son 
is butchered because his father told him to join the Navy and
not to reenlist in the 
army.
And yes, Mr. 
President in the end 
I am responsible for 
PFC. Gary G. 
Swenchonis Jr’s 
murder. He trusted 
me, and I blew it. 
His own father sent 
him to his grave.
Now you know my 
darkest secret. 
Which you may now 
proceed to tell the 
whole world.
Which brings us 
back to the begin­
ning of this story. 
They were mur­
dered in your coun­
try for both of our 
country’s beliefs of 
democracy and you 
still remain silent.
What do you want 
from me? I will pay

my own way to your country to observe the jury, and trial. I 
just plead for the right to do so. He was our son, our only 
son.
For God’s sake answer me. Don't treat me like my own gov­
ernment does.

Mr. President of Yemen,
Please, I beg of you please answer me.
It would mean so much to my wife and I to know that our son 
and his mates were really appreciated for giving their lives 
for truth and freedom.
Is that really too much to ask for?
Now sir, I will tell you about our son. He was only 26 years 
old when the terrorists murdered him. He loved animals, and 
human beings. That’s why his father told him to join the 
navy. There would be no personal contact like in the army. 
He did not understand the concept of God, nor do I. He 
believed in his government. Too bad they did not believe in 
him. I quit believing in our government in 1976, when we 
left the South Vet. to fend for themselves after we had prom­
ised them we would always be there.
If you are old enough, you would know that we deserted 
them. They really believed in us. I still feel bad about that. 
(Honor) It was national disgrace. But anyway Mr. 
President, what will it take? My Son is dead. I have no 
grandchildren by blood to look forward too now. I have no 
family at all except my wife and daughter. I will never have 
a grandson or granddaughter. I will never be able to watch 
my grandkids and kids play on the grass or just run after a 
ball. I spent a lot of my life alone until I met my wife, my 
choice. I had no other family but my son, daughter, and wife. 
Regardless of politics and/or religion, and as one father to 
another, can’t you just tell me you are sorry? Am I alone 
here? There are 17 lives my son included that were cut short. 
For what? More land, more religion, more etc. This got a lot 
longer than I intended. Sorry and Take Care.

Commander Gary G. Swenchonis Sr. ”



6 3 September, 2001

Trade between Yemen, Horn of Africa, and Red Sea 
Countries under WTO Agreements

Dr. Saleh Amer Hassan 
General Director of the 
Presidential Office 
& a Committee 
Member for WTO

l-The importance of Trade among 
Red Sea Countries:
International trade among countries in 
general is one of the most important 
aspects in international economic rela­
tions of the world. The World Trade 
Organization (WTO) has developed a 
website accessible by the public that 
includes a huge database of information 
useful for all who would like to know 
about all countries.
Coming to the main point regarding the 
importance of trade among Red Sea 
countries, it is very well known that 
trade relations between the Republic of 
Yemen and some counties in the Hom

of African and the Red Sea have led to 
economic development, especially for 
countries such as Egypt, Jordan, and 
Eritrea. Any attempts to further improve 
and expand those relations will lead to a 
significant increase in the volume of 
trade among the countries of this region 
and will have a direct effect in encour­
aging other countries including the 
Republic of Yemen to get involved and 
enhance its trade relations with its 
neighbors.
Until this very day, there seems to be no 
specific nomenclature regarding eco­
nomic cooperation between the coun­
tries of the Hom of the Africa and Red 
Sea countries. This is due to political, 
social, and geographical obstacles. The 
differences continued to grow resulting 
in great challenges for a common 
ground for all countries to operate. The 
last few decades witnessed continuous

division and disputes among the coun­
tries, especially in the political sense 
including the Eritrean/Etheopian war 
and the Eritrean/Yemeni border dispute. 
However, it is still undeniable that the 
possibility of increasing the trade vol­
ume among some of the countries of the 
Hom of Africa and Red Sea is signifi­
cant.
The Yemeni government’s working 
plan, represented on the agenda of the 
People General Conference (PGC) has 
stressed the necessity of improving 
trade between our country and the Hom 
of Africa.
The platform stipulated the following 
main points:
• Proposing a specific and essential pol­
icy in which export and import special­
ists (to and from the countries of the 
Hom of Africa) could compete with 
each other in local and foreign markets. 
• Exerting great efforts with the neigh­
boring countries to establish free trade 
zones and applying the ratified agree­
ments signed with those countries in 
this respect in order to make use of the 
strategic location of Yemen towards the 
regional markets.
• Paying more attention to exporting 
locally produced goods and activating

the role of the Supreme Council to revi­
talize exportation to foreign markets 
and facilitating the process of trans­
portation to those countries.
• Paying special attention to regional 
economic cooperation based on serious 
participation of Yemen for the sake of 
the regional stability and establishing 
the economic common interests particu­
larly in the Arabian Peninsula and the 
countries of Hom of Africa.

It is noticeable that the future of trade 
relations in Red Sea countries within 
the framework of the (WTO) has an 
optional trait. It is not obligatory for 
some countries to sign all these agree­
ments. There are obligatory and non- 
obligatory agreements signed by WTO

members. The future of the trade rela­
tions among those countries will be 
included in agreements of the WTO. 
Despite the small number of WTO 
members in the region, namely: 
Djibouti, Jordan, Kenya, Egypt, and 
Israel, any country has the right to 
establish trade relations with all other 
countries.
The 28th agreement of the WTO 
enables non-member countries to get 
exemptions, facilities and privileges 
granted to the less developed countries. 
The general atmosphere of developing 
such relations is the bilateral trade 
among these countries which possess 
huge economic and human potentials as 
well as mineral wealth. It is possible for 
these countries to start trade by import­
ing goods from and exporting to neigh­
boring countries in accordance with the 
level of social and economic coopera­
tion. In addition to this, WTO will be 
able to utilize their membership to 
aggressively search for greater econom­
ic and trade relationships at regional 
and international levels without the 
need to restrict themselves to the Red 
Sea region.

2- The volume of trade among the 
countries of the Horn of Africa
The trade volume among the countries 
of the Hom of Africa confirmed by the 
Yemeni Government’s statistics of 
1995-2001 is very low. Since trade 
exchange is still in its infancy, it is 
essential for these countries to establish 
trade centers to exhibit their locally pro­
duced goods and products.
It would be useful for some of the coun­

tries of the Horn of Africa to launch 
trade exhibitions in their neighboring 
countries. Several exhibitions held in 
Yemen, Djibouti and Eritrea were quite 
successful in introducing the potential 
of trade exchange between those coun­
tries.
It is also possible for these countries 
and in accordance with the WTO agree­
ments ratified in Uruguay in 1993 and 
officially signed in Morocco in 1994 to 
establish an international trade group in 
this region. But due to the fact that most 
of the countries are not WTO members, 
such a step would require more time. 
Among the countries of the Hom of 
Africa and Red Sea, only five countries 
gained permanent membership, four 
gained the status of monitor members, 
and three countries haven't joined the 
WTO at all. Consequently, these coun­
tries do not have the right to enjoy WTO 
privileges and exemptions that apply to 
the least developed countries.
It has to be mentioned here that the 
agreements are valid only to the coun­
tries that have WTO permanent mem­
bership. The WTO has expressed its 
keenness on facilitating international 
sea trade among countries of the world 
and establish a unified free zone and 
making use of international, regional, 
and local agreements with the aim of 
laying the foundation stones of inten­
sive regional trade activities, attracting 
foreign capitals and investing such cap­
itals within the framework of interna­
tional trade agreements.
It has to be mentioned here that almost 
80% of the countries in the organization 
belong to the third world.

Financial & Monetary Reform in Yemen, 
Positive Indicators

O
verall financing of the 
general budget surplus 
of Yemen has during 
the first half of this year 
realized a relative suc­

cess by saving YR 60.4 billion, i.e. by 
8.4% of the gross domestic product 
GDP against a surplus of YR 79 billion 
of the last year, which did not entail 
the need to issue new treasury bonds 
by the Central Bank of Yemen (CBY). 
A report issued by the CBY for the 
first half of the year 2001 stated that 
the CBY issued deposit certificates to 
absorb surplus liquidity in the market 
aimed at curbing inflation. Its total 
amount for the first half of 2001 
reached to around YR 18.6 billion and 
is expected to rise to YR 40 billion at 
the end of the current year.
The report further added that the 
issuance of the deposit certificates 
enabled reduction in growth of local 
liquidity rate from 6.4 percent in the 
first half of 2000 to around 2.8 percent 
in this year. It is ascribed to the meas­
ures taken by the CBY to submit part 
of its foreign assets to local market for 
feeding it with foreign currencies.
The report stated that the net of for­
eign assets at the Central Bank of 
Yemen registered a surplus of USD 
374 million at the first half of the cur­
rent year against a surplus of USD 693 
million at the same period of the last 
year.
Furthermore, the report stated that the 
surplus in the trade balance drew back 
to USD 245 million during the period 
from January up to last March against 
USD 403.2 at the end of March in the 
previous year.
The report attributes this fallback to 
two contributory factors: the first was 
due to the decrease in value of exports 
from USD 972 billion at the first quar­
ter of 2000 to USD 816.8 at the end of 
this year; the second factor is due to 
the decrease of the current net of trans­
actions at the two compared periods 
and at the rate of 9.1 percent. Against 
that, the deficit in the servicing bal­
ance dropped by 18.5%, mainly 
appeared in improvement in the level 
of trade and governmental services. 
The measures taken by the Central 
Bank of Yemen for decreasing the 
interest prices led to growth of credits 
offered to the privet sector from 4.9% 
at the first half of the previous year to 
10.2 % at the same period of the cur­
rent year.

The current account available at the 
CBY registered a surplus of USD 
357.9 at the end of the first quarter of 
2001 against USD 536 million at the 
same period of the previous year. 
However, the capital account regis­
tered a deficit of USD 367.9 million in 
this year against USD 343.2 million at 
the first quarter of the previous year. 
Meanwhile the overall budget of com­
mercial banks, regarding their assets, 
rose to YR 315.6 billion at the end of 
June 2000 to YR 337.2 billion at the 
end of the last June.
The CBY’s report stated that the net of 
foreign assets of the commercial banks 
rose from YR 94 billion at the end of 
June 2000 to YR 110.4 billion at the 
end of the last June.
Furthermore, the facilities offered to 
the trade sector rose from 30% to at 
the end of the last December to 32.4 % 
at the end of June 2001. Regarding the 
industrial and the construction sectors 
the facilities offered respectively rose 
from 12.6 % to 14.5 % and from 3.5 % 
4.3 % during the same period.
The CBY-led financial reform policy 
with the technical help by the world 
Bank led drop in rate of loans in for­
eign currencies to the overall credit

facilities from 41.9 % at the end of the 
last December to 39.4 at the end of 
June 2001. Similarly, the deposits 
accounts at commercial commercial 
banks at the first quarter of the current 
year increased from YR 272.5 million 
to YR 249.7 billion within the same 
period of last year.
The Central Bank of Yemen expects a 
decrease in the debts service due to the 
Paris Club countries during the current 
year and the next year from USD 125 
million to 96 USD million.
High financial resources resulting 
from increasing oil prices have led to 
the increase in the net of foreign assets 
of the central bank in the period from 
January to May of this e current year 
by USD 158.8 million, a total amount­
ing to USD 303.9 million.
It is worth mentioning that Yemen is 
implementing a financial and econom­
ic reform program since 1995 which is 
supported by the World Bank (WB) 
and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). The program aims at reforming 
structural-related failures, reducing 
budget deficit and floating the price of 
the Yemeni Riyal, now ranging 
between 168 to 170 riyal against the 
dollar.

Tender
Announcement

Yemen Ports Authority (Port of Aden) wishes to invite specialized 
consultancy firms to carry out a study for extending deepening the 
Ma’alla Terminal in the Port of Aden, the study will be funded by 
the Government of the Republic of Yemen.

Tenders documents can be collected for a non-refundable fees of 
YR5,000 from the Tenders Committee Secretariat at the Head 
Office of the Port Authority in Tawahi, Aden (by the Crescent 
Hotel).

All proposals must be submitted in sealed envelopes and must be 
accompanied by a refundable bid bond of two and a half percent 
(2.5%) of the total proposal value, which will be returned to 
unsuccessful bidders.

The deadline for receipt of proposals is 
Sunday, September 30, 2001.

Proposals should be submitted to:
The Director General,
Yemeni Ports Authority (Port of Aden)
P.O. Box: 1316 Tawahi, Aden
Tel: +967 2-202669 / 201521 / 204638
Fax: +967 2-205805

To Protected & Secure Building

Al-Hadi For Waterproofing & Thermal Insulation 
We Do:

Distribute Products For Many Companies Like 
Bitumat Co. (Iso 9002) 

Roofing Consoliding & Contracting 
Concrete Maintenance & Repairing 

Also, The Sole Agent For Techno Pipe System

Tel: 254133, Fax: 223821, Mobil: 7912221, P.O. Box 1424- Sana’a

Job Announcement
We are looking for a PHILLIPINO Cook 

If you are interested please send your CV to the 
following fax number.

Yemen Catering & services
Fax. 421588
Tel. 421678
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Something Missing!
" S

plendid! Just 
splendid" said 
Arif as he looked 
down the steep 
drop on one of 

those hairpin turns on the Sumara, con­
tinuing, “we really have a beautiful 
country, and take it too much for grant­
ed”.
Munir wanted to take advantage of 
Arifs amazement at the verdant sur­
roundings around him: “You have not 
seen anything yet. We are only half 
way up the Sumara and when we get to 
the top, you will not have any more 
words to describe what your eyes are 
beholding”
“From what I have seen so far, I am 
impressed. It seems to me that we are 
not really exploiting all this magnifi­
cence that Yemen has been blessed 
with. I know now that Yemen is ripe 
for a lively tourist industry, but what is 
wrong with us, why do not we make 
some strides in tourism?" said Arif.
Munir commented: "Arif, why are we 
not making strides anywhere? Like 
any sector in the economy, tourism 
needs a multitude of factors that work 
together to induce people to come to 
our country to enjoy this fascinating 
view and the other tourist attractions 
that abound in Yemen. We cannot put 
up posters all around the travel agen­
cies of the world and expect tourists to 
flood to Yemen, while the CNN is 
reporting kidnappings of foreigners in 
Yemen, or explosions occurring here 
and there, not to mention what all the 
other things that filter out of foreign 
embassies to their home offices about 
the security situation. On top of that, 
there are all the annoyances that 
tourists are going to find here and 
there, like all these checkpoints on the

road and q's and a's that are exchanged 
between security personnel on the road 
and the motorcades of visitors to 
Yemen. We have a long way to go 
before developing a tourism culture in 
Yemen."
Arif was still confused: "The fact of 
the matter is that the number of tourists 
has dwindled down to a fraction of 
what it was in the Eighties. Although 
there are more tour operators and 
tourist facilities now, tourists are still 
reluctant to come".
Munir did not take long to respond as 
he slowed down noticing that there was 
a careless driver coming at him on his 
side of the road, because the imbecile 
forgot the cardinal rule that you do not 
pass on a curve: "Tourists are human 
beings and they are not about to bring 
in their hard earned money here, with 
the possibility of being kidnapped or 
embezzled by sleazy tribesmen, espe­
cially if their governments have told 
them that going to Yemen is at their 
risk and is in fact undesirable at this 
time. The fact of the matter is that 
tourists want to be sure that they are 
here to relax and have a good time, not 
to have to write their will before leav­
ing their countries."
"Is it these fundamentalists then, that 
are scaring tourists?" asked Arif.
"My friend, Islam is a far more mature 
religion than to call on its worshippers 
to carry out assaults against unarmed 
visitors, who can become a source of 
livelihood for a lot of our idle man­
power. Islam does not accept embez­
zlement either and there is no way that 
any kidnapper can claim to be serving 
Islam, if he is in fact carrying out deeds 
that we never heard the Prophet 
Mohammed (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), or any of his dis­

ciples carry out. It is really incompre­
hensible to me on what grounds these 
people are claiming to advocate the 
cause of Islam, when they know, or 
they should know that Islam could 
never condone their misdeeds. They 
are really a disservice to Islam and to 
this country.
There is something that really worries 
me about these so called fundamental­
ists, which is that they are really either 
ignorant of some very basic fundamen­
tals of Islam, or else they are striving to 
project the wrong image of Islam, 
knowingly or unknowingly".
"Then, you think it is not fundamental­
ists who are responsible for luring 
tourists away from Yemen?" asked 
Arif.
Munir said: "The fact of the matter is 
that for obvious reasons, people like 
these have found ripe grounds to just 
about do whatever they please, thanks 
to the general lawlessness that prevails 
in the country and because people like 
these misguided people are allowed to 
roam the country exploiting the strong 
sentiment of Yemenis to Islam and to 
propagate their misconceptions of 
Islam, and insist that they are the 
defenders of the faith, as if Islam in 
Yemen was threatened! On the other 
hand, there is no real institutionalized 
effort to counter these imported mis­
conceptions of Islam and prevent these 
seemingly well organized efforts from 
distorting our values and beliefs." 
"But what would tourists do to Islam in 
Yemen?" asked Arif
"That is not the issue with these peo­
ple" pointed our Munir, continuing 
"these are opportunists who thrive on 
circumstances in which there is a help­
less government that is lacking in clear 
policy towards a lot of the issues facing

the country. Most likely they are driv­
en to such acts by the leaderships of 
such "fundamentalist" groups, who 
usually sit behind the scenes, enjoying 
their "social status", while they let the 
grass roots do all the messy work for 
them, even if it entails suicide.
The Government may have some idea 
as to who is really behind all these acts, 
but for some political reason is unable 
to act firmly to ensure the prevalence 
of law and order, and thus encourages 
more lawlessness. Therefore, you will 
continue to have these opportunists 
continue to create havoc in the land 
because the Government is not yet vent 
on noticing that there is a serious prob­
lem in the country posed by a lot of 
unmonitored activity under different 
nomenclatures that threatens not only 
tourists coming to Yemen, but will 
soon threaten the peace and serenity of 
our own Moslem population of Yemen. 
As long as this closed eye attitude pre­
vails in Government: there is no reason 
to expect that we can ever exploit the 
blessings of God on Yemen to produce 
a dignified livelihood for our people 
like tourism. Moreover, the future 
course of the country will be difficult 
to predict with so many informal forces 
allowed to operate in Yemen to serve 
the interests of their leaders and some 
other interests from outside Yemen, 
while there is no institutionalized effort 
that works against such imported mis­
chief, either by the Government or the 
society itself, which, at large is not sup­
portive of the beliefs or the deeds of 
these groups and on the whole finds 
them suspicious and a probable threat 
to our future. As for Islam, we all 
know that Yemenis are in tune to its 
true teachings and can not be attracted 
en masse to such misconceptions about 
Islam. The Government should note 
this well and will find much popular 
support to any efforts to contain these 
misguided opportunists, if it only 
shows its willingness to do so, that is 
all. Only then can Yemenis and for­
eigners enjoy the peace that will allow 
them to enjoy all the beauty of our 
land".

The Palestinian Cause.... and the Yemeni Stance
Adil Ahmed as-Sellwi

I
n his first visit to the US and in 
an unprecedented step, President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh voiced the 
first Arab call from the White 
House asking for achieving a 

fair peace in the Middle-East and to 
help the Palestinians restore their 
usurped rights. This call was the first of 
its kind by an Arab leader in such an 
occasion.
The Yemeni stance towards the 
Palestinian cause has been clear from 
the start of the Arab-Israeli conflict. As 
Yemen’s support to the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinians in their resistance of 
the Zionist occupation is just a reflec­
tion of the Yemeni leadership’s under­
standing of the importance of this issue. 
Hence, the Yemeni leadership has been 
convinced that the liberation of the

whole occupied territories is unalien­
able right which can not be abandoned. 
Furthermore, it has not spared any effort 
in alleviating the suffering of the 
Palestinians. As probably Yemen was 
the first Arab state to welcome the 
influx of Palestinian refugees driven 
away from their homes in the wake of 
the Israeli wars of extermination.
Accordingly, Yemen has made of the 
Palestinian cause an integral part of its 
political and diplomatic policy as it has 
shouldered the burden of introducing 
this issue in the different international 
forums. Likewise, Yemen has been try­
ing to unveil the Israeli atrocities and 
inhuman practices perpetrated against 
the Palestinian people in the occupied 
land through all the available channels. 
Yemen represented by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh has been so successful 
in mobilizing support to the Palestinians

and in making the Palestinian cause the 
principal issue of the Arab world. 
Moreover, Yemen has been the first to 
call for convening the different Arab 
summits concerning the Palestinian 
question. Concerning the normalization 
with Israel Yemen has been so firm in 
opposing all forms of rapprochement 
with the Israeli usurpers. In addition, 
Yemen has been always calling for put­
ting concrete steps to end the continued 
de-arabization of (al-Quds) Jerusalem 
through mobilizing the different efforts 
aiming at highlighting this issue.
Similarly, Yemen has been one of the 
leading Arab states to call for the estab­
lishment of a special fund for support­
ing Intefada. Ultimately this is precisely 
what the Yemeni leadership has been 
doing for supporting the Palestinian 
cause which is something one should be 
proud of.

Dear Editor,
I am an Italian citizen just returning 
from a turistic trip in your wonderful 
country, where I enjoyed to see, meet 
and know marvellous beauties of 
nature, a real original culture, and very 
beautiful people, who are rich with 
humanity and hospitality. But despite 
all this I still agree with you when your 
editorial published on 20th August, 
2001 in Yemen Times with the title 
"Only if Al-Ragizi stops the Sheikh", 
that I read while returning to my 
homeland. As a tourist, I want to add 
some other important observations.
At first I wish that you also note the 
problem of the payment illegally 
claimed by police officers during the 
service of tourist escort. It is very tire­
some and arrogant and it happens with 
manifest involving of police agents 
and their officers everywhere and con­
tinuously, in the streets, in the hotels 
and so on. When for one time I refused 
to pay this tip in the first stretch of the 
route from Sa'dah to Sana'a on 15th of 
August, I was almost menaced to be 
arrested. Then you also need to know 
other similar situations noticed by any 
tourist, like for instance the tank with 
gun levelled on the city of Sa'dah 
"parked” by the local Sheikh on the hill 
of his property near the the caste of As- 
Sinnara near Raqban in Sa'dah. I don't 
think it is legal. Wy do police and gov­
ernment officials accept this absurd

and provocative situation? Finally, I 
think that there are too many arms in 
Yemen everywhere in the hands of cit­
izens and too many weapon markets 
where everyone, including tourists, 
can buy them without any permission 
or certification.
I hope your battle for legality and 
modernization in Yemen could go on 
and be successful so that your country 
could became more advanced and 
prosper and become a better place for 
its people and for tourists like me.

Marco Panti 
Firenze, Italy 

marco.panti@iol.it

An Open Letter to the President
I am a second generation Indonesian 
bom Yemeni. I returned to Yemen in 
1954. During that time, I witnessed the 
September and October revolutions. I 
took part in defending Sana’a against 
the royalist forces. In 1973 I left for 
Saudi Arabia due to the harsh econom­
ic situation. In the former South 
Yemen, my father used to have a busi­
ness (SAMARINDA CO), which was 
nationalized by the former regime and 
due to this my father was partially par­
alyzed and lost his ability of speech. 
After 15 years of continued illness, my 
father died of agony and was left noth­
ing but a plot of land now occupied by 
the Army Engineering Corps in Aden. 
Luckily we found some documents 
relating to the plot of land with one of 
our relatives in Shabwa. Mr. President 
I plead for your help in restoring our

misappropriated plot of land or granti­
ng us a compensation for the cost of 
this land.

Yonous Mohammad Ashibli

Dear Editor,
First of all I’d like to express my 
appreciation and admiration for your 
newspaper, as it talks about value sub­
ject. As well as I’d like to inform you 
the case we are in. A large number of 
my friends and me, follow Yemen 
Times every issue and we try to keep 
in touch with your newspaper. But 
unfortunately it comes too late as I get 
it from one of my friends in Shabwa. 
Hence, we miss the chance to partici­
pate in the competitions you make. 
Even though we send it as soon as we 
get it, it doesn’t reach to you at the 
right time.
We kindly request you to open an 
agency in Shabwa for the distribution 
of your Newspaper. Hoping you help 
us solving this problem.

Khalid Mahyoub Al-babekry 
Central Hospital of Ataq

Dear Khalid,
The number of readers in Shabwa is 
not yet enough to send mass numbers 
of the newspaper. We are currently 
sending the issues with a cost exceed­
ing triple the price of the newspaper. 
Hence, the best way to follow the 
newspaper is by subscribing. You can 
this way secure your own copy and 
receive it on time.

- Editor

LAW OF THE JUNGLE
Nawal Ahmed Al-Hadad

I
 am not sure what I should 

name those laws currently rul­
ing the world. Those are proba­
bly the laws of strong (might is 
right) or laws of the jungle (the 

survival is for the strongest and the 
weak must die pitilessly).
Being part of this world, we must 
accept and perform these laws uncondi­
tionally and quickly. At the same time, 
some other forces are not obliged to do 
so. We can notice the strange and funny 
paradoxes of these laws and decisions, 
specially in connection with the Arab 
World. The international sanctions 
imposed upon Libya for a case that it 
has nothing to do is a great example 
demonstrating those laws. The final 
verdict that came against Libya was 
obviously only to gratify and save the 
faces of some venomous super powers. 
By moving to Sudan, we see the same 
oppression is practiced on this Arab 
country because the same forces claim 
that Sudan is one of the countries that 
support terrorism and these forces 
appear as lamblike while at the same 
time they are the origin of terrorism. 
Continuously, we openly noticed those 
paradoxes in the Middle East and the 
Arab Gulf area when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait (this was the biggest mistake 
committed by Iraq, but it was resolv­
able by the Arabs themselves) but we 
saw how allies of different countries 
were united (consisting of Arabs who 
wanted to please the USA) against Iraq. 
Admittedly, they committed horrible 
carnage by shelling innocent civilians. 
Then the international economic and 
air sanctions were imposed on Iraq by 
USA. Consequently, Iraqi people con­
tinue until today to live with disease 
and with an extremely high death rate 
among children. The aggressive air 
attacks by American and British war 
planes demonstrate yet another defect 
of this law. Interestingly however, no 
one presumes to stop these barbaric 
acts because of the haughtiness and 
upper hand of these viperous forces 
which try to achieve two main things. 
Firstly, they want to install military 
bases in the Gulf (and make selfish use 
of Gulf region, but not for the sake of 
Kuwait or to guarantee its security).
Secondly, to weaken and demolish Iraq 
and brace any attempt to achieve this as 
Iraq is too dangerous and threatens its 
neighbors as they say.

In fact, these two aims have one objec­
tive. That is to protect and guarantee 
Israel’s security. They want Iraq to be 
as a bird without wings, i.e., helpless. 
But where is the world order and jus­
tice to stop this mockery. If we move to 
the Middle East area and go back in 
time to the very beginning of the occu­
pation of Palestine, invasion of 
Lebanon and occupation Aljolan 
heights, we would realize that Israel 
has been committing hideous crimes 
during its life span. Why didn’t the 
world move a finger when Israel’s war­
planes flew over Lebanon and some­
times would shell Lebanese cities? 
However, if the opposite happens, it 
will be a dangerous penetration into 
international laws. When Lebanese 
resisting emancipating their lands that 
are occupied by Israel, USA threatens 
that if they don’t stop, it will halt the 
economic aid to them. With this move, 
the USA is twisting Lebanon’s arm in 
an effort to silent the limit the country’s 
struggle to defend its lands. Generally 
if any Arab country prospers and tries 
to develop or produce new weapons, 
USA immediately calls for operations 
to limit “arms of mass destruction” and 
for disarmament because as it claims, if 
we possess or develop any kind of 
weapons, this will threaten the area’s 
security.
At the same time, Israel has the right to 
possess, produce, sell and buy various 
kinds of arms, including nuclear 
weapons. It can even do the war gam­
bits. It has the right to have the biggest 
arsenal in the Middle East. All that in 
American opinion, is a valid right. But 
where is justice here?
Finally, the laws of the jungle accuse 
Palestinians of being terrorists but 
refuse to accuse Israel of racism or ter­
rorism. In my opinion these two previ­
ous words are very light in describing 
Israel. Candidly in this world, the weak 
does not have a place to live because he 
will be trampled underfoot anywhere 
he goes. So we must be powerful to be 
able to live in this world and make oth­
ers have a thousand apprehensions 
about us. Then we should use this 
power to reform and redress the bal­
ance. All that will be achieved only 
when we are close to Allah and trust in 
Him and do what he ordered us to.
This will bring justice back and will 
enable us to regain our rights. Only 
then will we be able to live in truly just 
laws, and not in the laws of the jungle.

Cautionary Notice
The Ministry of Education (MOE) would like to notify all the parties 
involved in the Investment Project at the Education Sector - Coordination 
Unit, loan Yemen/2570 that the aforementioned project has been merged 
with the Basic Education Expansion Project - Loan Management Unit in 
accordance with the ministerial decree No. 445, dated August 19, 2001. 
Therefore, all demands and correspondence with the project shall be 
addressed to the Basis Education Expansion Project - Loan Management 
Unit, otherwise the Ministry of Education will not be responsible for any 
direct or indirect actions by the bodies concerned after the publication of 
this cautionary notice.

mailto:marco.panti@iol.it
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Traditional Marriage in Shabwah
Nasser Abdullah Nasser Salah 
Shabwah

W
herever you go all 
round Yemen you 
will be pleased to 
find out that there 
are plentiful of tra­

ditions, conventions and customs of an 
authentic Yemeni original flavor. It is 
worth mentioning that two gover­
norates of Yemen are quite different 
than all the rest in terms of customs and 
traditions. Those are Shabwah and 
Mahweet.
In fact, “happy Yemen” or the 
“Arabian Felix” is definitely well- 
known throughout history with its tra­
ditions and customs. A variety of folk- 
loric and cultural customs and activi­
ties make Yemen a unique country in 
quality and taste in the Arabian 
Peninsula.
Marriage ceremonies in Shabwah are 
considered one of those unique distin- 
guishments of Shabwah governorate in 
Yemen. Here I will present the mar­
riage ceremonies and customs in 
Shabwah in general and “Al-Said” dis­
trict “Awaliq area” in particular.
Wedding festivities in Shabwah usual­
ly have marvelous public performances

held outdoors. The festivities of men 
are separate than those of women, but 
truly lively rejoicing do take place in 
such ceremonies.
People from both genders join in the 
wedding festivities in Shabwah in the 
hundreds coming from many different 
villages to bless the wedding and take 
part in the wedding ceremonies.
Incense-pots are held proudly in hands 
puffing out around the smoke of 
Arabian olibanum as well as the best 
quality of scented Indian sandalwood 
and native made incense. Heavy and 
light perfumes are sprayed and per­
fumed to send out along the sweet and 
pleasant scented smell. Children from 
the different villages also add a unique 
touch to the festivities.
Moreover, young girls have their hands 
painted with henna, and have their 
hands and arms black-dyed and deco­
rated with attractive shapes and 
designs, let alone jewelries of gold and 
silver that are dressed on.
Harmonious sweet sounds in chorus 
are wonderfully sung accompanied by 
tuned drums beating wind pipes or 
flutes playing, hands clapping in addi­
tion to certain bird-like sound called 
“zugradeh”. All together, those activi­
ties create a warm atmosphere of lone­

liness, soulful of people, sounds of 
musical instruments are accompanied 
harmonies to be interpreted to a socie­
ty of a sweet and tuneful theme reflect­
ing the symphony of love and life faith- 
fuchaste, purity, forgiveness and inno­
cence of hearts proceedings of mar­
riage:
At first consultation and preliminary 
meetings between bride’s family as a 
first party and bridegroom’s as a sec­
ond so as to reach an understanding. 
Sometimes payment reaches upto YR 
1.5 million. After a short period of time 
the engagement is officially and pub­
licly announced in the presence of rel­
atives from both families. Only then 
are fruit drinks served as an indication 
that things have been settled and it is 
time to celebrate. Cakes and biscuits 
are served in the bride’s house where 
songs are sung to celebrate the occa­
sion.
In less than a year following the 
engagement of the future bride and 
groom, the two sides are to meet at the 
presence of a religious sheikh 
“Ma’doon” of the village or province 
to get permission for a marriage legali­
ty. Such measures are to be conducted 
by bride’s father or who represents her 
along with the bridegroom himself

accompanying of relatives. In the fol­
lowing day’s morning around 20 to 50 
men are to move in a group with their 
rifles on their shoulder to meet the 
bride’s family and relatives.
The group from the groom heads to the 
bride’s house with up to 5 cars. Once 
they arrive at the bride’s house, the 
bride’s relatives open fire in the air to 
greet and receive the groom's represen­
tatives, shaking their hands, and warm­
ly welcoming them at the house’s door. 
Then breakfast is served to the guests 
in the form of bread with honey along 
with sesame oil. Later on, and after 
staying until noon, the guests along 
with all invitees and neighbors are

served lunch consist­
ing of various dishes 
including the main 
course of rice with 
meat.
Following this event, 
the pre-vzedding fes­
tivities are held by 
both sides for three 
days. Accordingly 
ceremonies take 
place including gath­
erings of the two 
families in large 
numbers men and 
women separately 
and enjoying their 
nights in joyful 

“Samrahs”. Groups both men and 
female sing and have a wonderful time 
with each other and spend long nights 
celebrating the coming wedding. 
Drummers move and play with their 
drums joyfully and activity between 
the two lines in the same manner. 
Moreover, a certain dance called 
“Sharah” adds great delight to the 
Samrah as drums and flutes are played, 
hands are clapping, and men dancing. 
A number of sheeps, goats and camels 
are butchered and cooked either roust­
ed or served with soup for lunch during 
those three days. Meanwhile a large 
number of people are invited to attend 
the pleasure and sit to the wedding ban­

quet. Such feasts are served by the two 
sides one far men at the bridegroom’s 
place and one another for women at the 
bride’s. Those are called “Hanns”.
Finally, on the fourth day’s night the 
bridegroom and his relatives are 
accompanied by a number of people, 
whose rifles are held on shoulders 
heading in procession of 15-20 cars for 
the bride, blowing horns along the way 
repeating some songs concerned mar­
riage. On arrival firing to the air is wit­
nessed and they walk slowly hand in 
hand in groups saying some tuneful 
rhymed verses; said by present reputed 
poets, accompanied by drums 
“Zamel”. Afterwards, the bride’s rela­
tives greet the guests and a word of 
welcome is said, while the bride is pre­
pared to leave to her new residence 
next to her husband. Dancing, singing, 
drum beating and clapping are con­
ducted while the bride is being bid 
farewell by her relatives and parents. 
The bride usually cries as she leaves 
her home and is giving away in a slow 
walk to the car assigned. The group of 
cars drive to the groom’s house in large 
numbers in a fashion similar to that 
when they were on their way to the 
bride’s house. All wedding celebra­
tions end once the bride arrives to her 
new house and on the following day, 
other post-wedding cultural activities 
also occur.

Environmental Disaster in al-Khasaf 
Quarter in Aden

Ridhwan A. Al-Saqqaf
Aden Bureau Chief

A
l-Khasaf Quarter locat­
ed in the city of Aden is 
undergoing an environ­
mental disaster for more 
than 20 years. This 

densely populated residential quarter is 
suffering from unbearable pollution 
due to the existence of a crushing plant 
and a stone quarry near this residential 
area.
The residents of the quarter filed a 
complaint requesting the closure of the 
a crushing plant which turned this res­
idential quarter into a very crowded, 
noisy and polluted area. Moreover, the 
trucks coming to this crushing plant 
have further worsened the situation as 
over than 48 trucks come to this area in

a daily basis. The people of this 
residential quarter started to suf­
fer from some different nerves- 
related illnesses due to this 
noise and many young children 
were knocked down by these 
trucks.
The residents of the quarter 
expressed their dismay at the 
silence of the concerned author­
ities although they have not left 
any door of these authorities 
untapped, including the parlia­
ment. A resident of the quarter 
said that the explosions carried out at 
the stone quarry have incurred cracks 
at the houses located at the area and 
some fences have totally collapsed.
May citizens of al-Khasaf residential 
quarter came to Yemen Times Aden 
Bureau accompanied by letters signed

by the inhabitants of the quarter which 
are addressed to the leadership of Aden 
Governorate, the parliament and the 
Environment Protection Council, 
pleading for the full cooperation of the 
concerned authorities in putting an end 
to this annoying problem.
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In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) “ TEST TUBE BABIES”

A New Method of Treating Infertility in Yemen
By Dr. Salam Omar Jibrel 
MD - Medical Director of the 
first IVF Center in Yemen.

I
nfertility is a universal problem 
as WHO statistics talk about 
10-15% of married couples 
having an infertility problem. 
With the establishment of the 

First IVF center in Sana’a on March 
2000, infertility treatment in Yemen 
had made a turn point. This center is a 
Jordanian -Yemeni joint venture. The 
idea was to introduce the Assisted 
Reproduction Technology to Yemen. 
This Technology is concerned with all 
aspects of infertility treatment. The 
treatment of both Female factors and 
Severe Male factor infertility such as 
cases of Oligoasthenoteratospermia 
(abnormalities of the shape, mortality 
and number of sperms) and 
Azoospermia (Total absence of sperms 
in the Seminal Fluid). Such male factor 
cases are treated with the advanced 
method of Assisted Reproductive 
Technologies by a technique call ICSI 
(Intra Cytoplasmic Sperm Injection). 
One sperm is introduced into the inner 
part of female Oocyte (egg). This 
method has opened the door for many 
Yemeni patients suffering from infertil­
ity for a long time to be treated and to

have children as well.
Before starting any IVF center, one 
would expect that the majority of peo­
ple would not accept the idea of IVF in 
our community because many people 
still do not understand this method of 
treatment or had heard wrong ideas 
from friends or family members, and 
this was true in this case. We have 
asked the islamic and religious schol­
ars to give us (FATWA) about the 
method of infertility treatment. This 
fatwa is present in our brochur. In my 
country Jordan, the acceptance of IVF 
when it was started on early 1983 faced 
the same if not more difficulties. Now 
it is a very well accepted method of 
treatment in the community. I think 
that the media and the gradual under­
standing of this method had made it 
acceptable in the community. I think 
this will happen in Yemen. The respon­
sibility of the media is to help people 
understanding this new modality of 
infertility treatment.
IVF (In Vitro Fertilization) means fer­
tilization outside the female body. It 
includes the classical test tube baby 
and the ICSI method (Intra 
Cytoplasmic Sperm Injection).
The Psychological strains of infertility 
are often underestimated. Since chil­
dren contribute to happiness as well

they express love in a relationship, pro­
vide a goal in life and give a sense of 
completion (1), we see many infertile 
couples are desperate to have children. 
Infertility, despite not being an illness, 
can cause significant emotional dis­
tress. Many couples with infertility 
problems say they feel isolated as a 
result. In being made to justify their 
wishes for children, they feel unaccept­
able, misunderstood, and ashamed. 
They feel they do not fit in their com­
munity and with friends who are par­
ents.
The IVF center is providing both med­
ical treatment and diagnostic facilities 
for the public in Yemen. This type of 
highly technical treatment is very cost­
ly outside the country. Providing this 
service to the public makes it easier 
and cheaper for them to be treated in 
Yemen.
The first IVF pregnancy was made on 
5th of May 2000, only 2 months from 
the start of the first IVF program in

Yemen. The first IVF pregnancy from a 
testicular sperm was made possible on 
the 10th of May 2000.
The Medical Staff at the start was a 
mixture of Jordanians and Yemeni, 
Today, after training the IVF lab tech­
nicians on the advanced Assisted 
Reproduction Technologies in and out­
side Yemen (including Jordan and 
France), I can proudly say that the IVF 
lab staff are all Yemeni.
We have at the center the latest genera­
tion of the Micromanipulator 
Microscope, which we use to do ICSI 
procedures. We also have a special 
kind of incubators and laminar Flow 
within the IVF lab. The center also has 
operated an advanced hormonal assay 
machine, which can run 60 different 
tests at the same time.
I would like to mention that our center 
is very much concerned with the new 
developments in this field and the staff 
of the center had participated in inter­
national conferences and we have 
strong relations and have exchange 
programs with other centers in Jordan, 
France and Germany.
The first step in the treatment with 
Assisted Reproduction Technologies is 
to come to the outpatient clinic and 
give an interview with the consultant in 
the IVF Center. The couple will be 
asked some questions about their med­
ical history, then after being examined, 
some investigations are requested. If it 
is decided that they should join the IVF 
trial program they are entitled to a full 
explanation of the whole IVF proce­
dure including the risks, the success 
rate and the cost of the trial. Then if 
they join the program, the wife will 
have daily hormonal injections for a 
period of about 10 to 12 days and then 
the wife will undergo an operation to 
retrieve the eggs from her ovary and 
the husband will give the lab his semi­
nal fluid sample to perform the fertil­
ization at the lab.
From 48 to 72 hours after the forma­
tion of embryos, these will be trans­
ferred back to the wife’s uterus using a 
special type of catheter. Then we wait 
for almost 2 weeks before checking on 
the presence of pregnancy by hormon­
al testing of the blood.
The total cost of an IVF trial is vari­
able. It depends on many factors 
including the age of the wife, wether 
the infertility is caused by the husband 
or the wife, the response of the wife to 
medical treatment and the need for per­
forming testicular biopsy for the hus­
band to extract sperms from testicular 
tissue.
Our success rate up to last month was 
32.43%. Compared with the interna­
tional figure (which is ranging between 
30 to 35%), I think our Center is doing 
well.
The first IVF baby boy, the first IVF 
baby girl, the first Twins (Baby boy 
and baby girl) and the first testicular 
biopsy baby have already been bom at 
our center. In addition to the IVF preg­
nancies there are many patients who 
are pregnant from other assisted repro­
ductive technologies such as intrauter­
ine insemination and ovulation moni­
toring.
We also have some pregnancies after 
performing laparoscopic and 
Hysteroscopic procedures.

VIRAL HEPATITIS:
The Smallest Demon Imaginable

Part 2/2 (HBV)
Marwan Ahmed Alghafory, 
Faculty of Medicine, 
Ain Shams - Cairo, Egypt 
thoyazan@hotmail.com

A
s a follow-up to last 
week's article on 
Hepatitis, I present 
here the most danger­
ous Hepatitis virus to 

humans, HBV In brief, HBV is the 
real demon as it usually ultimately 
leads to fatal consequences.
The HBV basically complicates liver 
cirrhosis, and this leads to portal 
hypertension with its catastrophic 
consequences including:
1-splenomegaly (enlargement of the 
spleen)
2-ascites (accumulation of fluid with­
in the abdominal cavity.
3-varicosity in certain areas e.g.: 
i- at the lower end of esophagus, lead­
ing in most severe cases to fatal 
hematemesis (vomiting of blood) 
ii- at the lower end of the rectum, 
causing piles.
iii- around the umbilicus causing the 
so-called: kaput medusa.
Besides, the effects of liver cirrhosis 
produced by viral hepatitis include: 
edema due to decrease in plasma pro­
teins, failure in activation of estrogen 
which may reach a certain level in 
males causing feminization symptoms 
like enlargement of the breast, and the 
voice becomes highly pitched.
Liver cell failure and hepato-cellular 
carcinoma may also occur with those 
resistant demons i.e. HBV & HCV. 
The mechanisms of this severe 
destruction (as mentioned last week) 
are attributed to the body system as it 
tries to rid the body of the virus- 
infected cells. The infected cells 
exhibit a new antigen on their sur­
faces, thus becoming targets of the 
natural killers, and cytotoxic cells.
In Yemen, the level of infected HBV 
patients is in the rise due to the insuf­
ficient medical facilities and the 
unawareness among the public of the 
effects of the deadly disease led to the 
death of many Yemenis. Despite the 
fact that there is a vaccine available 
for uninfected citizens, yet a small 
percentage of adults are immunized. 
The Public Health Ministry should 
exert more effort to spread awareness 
of this dangerous disease and limit its 
effects on society.

Background
Up till the late 1960s, diagnosis of 
long-incubation serum hepatitis was 
made on the basis of jaundice and 
other symptoms and signs of hepatitis 
appearing within 60 to 120 days fol­
lowing injection of infected human 
blood or plasma fractions, or the use 
of inadequately sterilized syringes and 
needles.
In 1965, the Australia antigen was dis­
covered by Bluberg and his col­
leagues, who subsequently associated 
its presence in the serum with the 
presence of hepatitis B virus infec­
tion. This discovery led to consider­
able knowledge about the transmis­
sion, and has permitted the develop­
ment of a very effective vaccine for its 
prevention.

Geographical Distribution
The prevalence of HBV infection 
remains higher in developed coun­
tries. However, developing countries 
also have this disease spreading 
quickly. In most of the developing 
countries, including Yemen, HBV 
infections could be reduced by apply­
ing serological tests, screen blood 
transfuses, and blood products, and by 
using disposable syringes and nee­
dles.

Transmission of Disease
HBV are transmitted by transfusion 
and injection of blood products 
including needle sticks either by med­
ical or dental procedures. Illicit intra­
venous drug abusers sharing the same 
needles are also risking the transmis­
sion of this disease. The disease is 
also transmittable through heterosex­
ual and homosexual acts and from 
mother to their unborn or newborn 
infants.
Even though HBV is similar to HIV in 
transmission from a person to another, 
yet it ranks as the most infectious of

the blood­
borne virus­
es. In devel­
oped coun­
tries, HBV is 
frequently 
transmitted 
through hori­
zontal trans- 
mission 
within families and among playmates, 
and by heterosexual sex. In the past 30 
years, the incidence of HBV infection 
has increased remarkably in the devel­
oped world despite all the available 
facilities and strict control of blood 
transmitting tools. This increase is 
attributed to usage of drugs and 
homosexuality, as these two are the 
most risky factors of HBV and HIV 
transmissions in such societies.
Multiple investigations however have 
failed to establish a role for vector- 
borne (mosquito bites, etc.) in trans­
mission of HBV and HIV. In my per­
sonal opinion, this is due to mercy of 
God upon his people, especially in 
developing countries.

Clinical manifestations
1-Acute infection: Occurs from 1 to 4 
months after exposure (the incubation 
period). Prodromal symptoms may be 
experienced during this period. 
Approximately 15% of adult patients 
show symptoms of fever, malaise, dis­
tal joint pain, and urticaria. Jaundice 
occurs in 25-30% of the HBV infect­
ed cases. There may be tenderness 
over the upper quadrant (area lodging 
the liver) and the liver itself may be a 
swelling in the liver as a whole.
2- Chronic infection and complica­
tions: Involves acute HBV infection 
and is self- limited in 95% of infected 
adults, but self-limitation in infants 
drops to 80 to 90%.
The chronicity is attributed to the 
immune system's intention to rid the 
body of the infected cells , and hence 
only those of intact immunity develop 
hepatocellular carcinoma, or liver cell 
failure, but not those of immuno-defi- 
ciency diseases.

Prevention and Control
The simple procedures to prevent the 
disease are vaccinations, immune 
globulin, and adequate healthcare as 
follows:
1- Vaccination: It is a must for people 
who are frequently exposed to blood 
or blood products as those with 
haemolytic anemia, and haemodialsis 
(especially patients with renal fail­
ure). Vaccinations are done by inject­
ing the individual with HBV antigen, 
which will stimulate the immune sys­
tem to produce specific antibodies 
directed against the virus if it ever 
invades the body.
2- Immuno globulin: Previously pre­
pared antibodies are provided for 
immediate protection to individuals 
exposed to infection, e.g. infant bom 
from an infected mother.
3- Healthcare: During healthcare pro­
cedures, screening the blood donors 
should take place to prevent any blood 
positive HB surface antigens to be 
used in transfusion. The instruments 
used should be disinfected from any 
effects by certain chemicals, e.g. eth­
ylene oxide, or 2% glutraldhyde. 
Disposable syringes should always be 
used. According to the clinical state of 
the healthcare service provider, either 
or both interferon and Ribavirin are to 
be used.

Conclusion
HBV is invading the world and its 
consequences are truly devastating. 
What needs to be done today is come 
out with a strategic vision in the entire 
world to stop the spread of this dead­
ly virus. AIDS has been given reason­
able attention and all sorts of cam­
paigns are being launched. However, 
HBV is not given that great attention, 
despite the fact that unlike AIDS, 
HBV does have a vaccine.
For all readers in Yemen, who have 
not yet vaccinated themselves and 
their children, I recommend that they 
quickly do so. But before that, they 
must first examine whether they are 
infected or not. If they are, they need 
to consult their doctors as quickly and 
as frequently as possible, as their case 
may be quite dangerous.
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One of Bawazir Short Stories: “The Way to Sin”
Translated by 
Mohammed Bawazir

T
 he car drove off with its 
precious prey. Inside it a 
strong female perfume 
was sedating Ahmad's 
senses while he sat shyly, 

next to 'Adel, with all his senses moni­
toring attentively every slight move­
ment coming from the back seat. 
Ahmad's heart was sinking under a 
heavy feeling of guilt and fear -fear 
from a grave crime he was about to 
commit; a crime he had never commit­
ted before.
This was the first time he had 
embarked on such an adventure 
although he had often heard many of 
his friends boasting shamelessly about 
theirs. They even scoffed at him for not 
sharing those nights with them. Such 
nights did not fit in his straight and bal­
anced life, and he used to warn them 
about their unpleasant consequences.
Tonight, however, he did not know 
why he accepted Adel's invitation nor

did he know how, when and where 
Adel picked up these two girls sitting 
behind them in the back seat.
The car travelled through numerous 
streets and stopped at many places, but 
Ahmad was preoccupied with the con­
flict raging in his head between good 
and evil. Within him a voice was blam­
ing him for what he was about to do 
and another was encouraging him and 
making his action look attractive. He 
was in two minds and unable to take a 
decision. When good triumphed he 
thought about apologizing to Adel and 
running away, but when evil won he 
remembered his long sexual depriva­
tion and tried to imagine the pleasura­
ble moments he would spend in the 
arms of a warm body that would satis­
fy all his wild desires. His rich imagi­
nation also painted for him numerous 
images that made his mouth water.
This conflict rendered him unable to 
feel the great speed at which the car 
was cruising with its precious load. He 
calmed down only momentarily when 
he started thinking again: how much he

wished to live these moments ages ago; 
how long he waited impatiently for 
them, but not in this way. He hated to 
sin. He thought much about getting 
married. He, thank God, had secured 
his future: a respectable job and a hum­
ble house, lacking only a wife in order 
to live in happiness. But where was this 
wife? Where was this partner who hon­
ored and believed in marriage as a 
sacred bond? Where was such a 
woman? He looked for her very hard, 
but did not find her. All marriages he 
knew about were imperfect reflections 
of his concept of marriage. He did not, 
nevertheless, deny that the ideal wife 
did exist in the society; in fact he did 
find her or rather he thought he had. 
He still remembers that night when he 
asked for Ibtisam's hand and thought 
that he had found his long-awaited 
partner. Ibtisam, the educated girl, 
whom he believed would make a per­
fect wife, rejected him. Actually, she 
did not reject him , but demanded free­
dom to come and go as she liked. He 
readily refused as his pride would not

allow it. Ibtisam was then an arrogant 
and ignorant girl and not educated as 
he first thought, and did not reflect the 
image he drew for the wife of the 
future. No! No way, he did not want to 
marry; he would abstain from marriage 
and would walk on any other way, even 
if it was the way to sin. In this manner 
Ahmad tried to justify his action while 
the car was travelling along the seaside 
on its way to 'Sahil Abian' beach.
The ecstatic cocktail of the cool, gentle 
breeze of the sea in the air and the fra­
grance of the female perfume had 
intoxicated the hearts of the four and 
set their souls free to float in the realm 
of love and passion.
The moon shone above them with its 
light reflecting on the trembling and 
sparkling surface of the sea whose 
white waves were dancing in unison 
with their joyful hearts. The car then 
turned to the long beach at "Sahil 
Abian" where the sea waves were 
breaking playfully just before they 
caressed the tyres of the car which 
seemed to be captivated by the beauti­
ful and romantic atmosphere, and 
appeared rejoicing in the moonlit 
night.
At one point in the beach, Adel pulled 
up and got out rubbing his hands cheer­
fully with a faint smile on his face. He 
quickly opened the back door and 
helped out one of the two girls and trot­
ted away with her leaving behind a 
loud giggle that made Ahmad tremble. 
Suddenly an unexplainable fit of 
embarrassment overtook him while 
fear left him tight-lipped. He tried in 
vain to raise his head and look at the 
woman sitting alone with him in the 
car. Every time he tried to look up, he 
turned his face down leaving her per­
plexed not knowing what to do.
A few moments of silence passed and 
no one dared to set an eye on the other. 
When finally Ahmad looked up at her, 
he could not believe his eyes -the girl 
before him was no one but Ibtisam. 
Ibtisam the educated girl who rejected 
him as a husband, but is accepting him 
now as a sinner —a sinner in the way of 
sin.

In the Second Commemoration of Al-Baradoni
Y

emen has great thinkers 
and poets. It is the 
abode of the greatest 
intellectuals who partic­
ipate in the disseminat­

ing of culture and literature throughout 
the world. Among those is the late 
Abdulla Al-Baradoni. A few days, the 
Yemeni cultural corporations com­
memorated the second anniversary of 
the late Abdullah Al-Baradoni on 
Thursday 30. During his life, Al- 
Baradoni was a great thinker, a famous 
distinguished Yemeni poet. He was a 
pioneer in Arab modern literature. 
Despite the difficult situations he had 
experienced, he wrote in a variety of 
subjects varying from politics,society, 
the deteriorated situations at that time, 
the time of slavery and tyranny during 
the reign of the Imam. Such bad situa­

tions enlarged and broadened his intel­
lect and continued to use his weapon 
(PEN) to fight day and night for the 
betterment of his people and his coun­
try. He could leave no stones unturned 
for the liberation from the oppression 
of the Imam's rule. Then his poetic tal­
ent became a fierce revolution against 
dictators and tyrants. He began his

poetic production in the 1940s. He 
started depicting the state of suffering 
and misery of the Yemeni people. One 
of these poems is the Ship of People 
"Safinat Sha'ab".
His kind temperament, his profuse 
writings, and his acquaintance with the 
Arab literature and folk literature make 
him a man who has won the respect 
and admiration of everyone.
Al-Baradoni left behind about ten col­
lections of poems and five books of 
essays and studies. So far at least two 
books have been written about him, 
and he won several prizes including the 
major prize of the Baghdad festival 
which launched his career in the Arab 
world. When he died, he was remem­
bered as perhaps the most eminent poet 
in the Arabian Peninsula in modern 
times.

The Talented
Loss of Identity & 
Uncertain Future

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

I n any country of the world, the 
talented people gain the respect 
and appreciation of cultural and 

scientific institutions. They are sup­
ported and encouraged by those who 
have great interest in creative works 
on all aspects of creativity, whether 
social, cultural, or scientific. They are 
honored by the cultural and informa­
tion bodies which motivate and 
encourage them to create more works 
in the field of cultural and scientific 
creativity. The honor they are gifted 
with is the main factor and a civilized 
aspect of taking interest in the talent­
ed people. But honoring such people 
in our country is somewhat different. 
In Yemen honoring a talented person 
always comes after his death, it is like 
a lifeboat, thrown to him after his 
departure from life. Numerous exam­
ples can be traced in the fields of 
song, writing poetry, story-telling and 
other literary works or may be in sci­
ence. The problem is not that some­
times they either become a laughing­
stock or they are completely 
oppressed and at length they have to 
travel and leave their country and that 
is what has happened to our intellec­
tuals. The question which poses itself 
is why they leave their country? What 
is the default of staying inside their 
homeland? Is it the default of those 
who are responsible for their legal 
rights? I don’t know what happens in 
this country? Even if you do some­
thing good, people say " You are in 
Yemen." Who is the responsible? 
Undoubtedly if the government has 
good intention towards improving the 
situations of the talented in the due 
time.

Yemeni Proverbs 
for All Occasions
Saad Shareef Taher
Iraqi Teacher of English

Y
emeni proverbs are an 
essential part of Yemeni 
culture because they are 
the spoken expression 
used by Yemenis during 

their daily public activities. They are 
the mirror that reflects simple thinking 
by which the people are expressing 
their daily life, habits and customs. 
They are the living records of politics, 
agriculture and wisdom throughout 
history. One can grasp by them minute 
details of the simple Yemeni society 
and have an actual picture of what is on 
their mind. From the large number of 
such proverbs, I have chosen the fol­
lowing glittering gems:

Some that are related to behaviors:

[Darhum ma dimt fl darhum]

Meaning: Cajole them as long as you 
are at their houses.
Comment: When one is at other’s 
house he should follow their habits, 
costumes and traditions.
Situation: When advising young peo­
ple how to behave.

[Ma yjlis bil zewweh ilia katheer il 
dewweh].

Meaning: No one sits at the corner 
except the talkative ones.
Comment: People who feel that we 
wean try to show themselves by talk- 
ing much or sitting in the corner so no 
one can see them.
Situation: When scoring the talkative.

[Man jales janes]
جانس جالس من

Meaning: Whoever accompanies a 
sort of people will behave as they do. 
Comment: If one associates with new 
companions, he will definitely be 
affected by them.

[Ma ykherrij asrarek ilia men 
dekhel dark]

دارك دخل من إلا أسرارك يخرج ما
Meaning: None will uncover your 
secrets except those who enter your 
house
Comment: No one knows you well 
except your close friends. So, be care- 
ful of them because one day they may 
uncover your secrets or intentions.

[Ain atseer ya hesed, gal bein il 
ikhwa wel ahi].

 حسد يا تسير عا أين
والأهل الأخوة بين قال

Meaning: “Envy, where are you 
going?” “Among brothers and rela- 
tives.” It said.
Comment: Relatives envy each other 
much.
Situation: When envy spreads among 
families.

Cultural News
Al-Baradoni poems in new publish­
ing
On the memorial of the departure of 
the Yemeni late great poet Abdullah 
Al-Baradoni, the Book General 
Authority published all poetical vol­
umes composed by Al-Baradoni.
The new poetical books of Al- 
Baradoni would include smart cover­
age and regularity.
The group of Books would include all 
the poetical works composed by Al- 
Baradoni but not his prose.
Al-Baradoni is a prominent Arab poet 
who composed unique verses in the 
modern age. His poems hovered high 
in the sky to prove his international 
dignity.

Al-Afif organizes 2nd Memorial 
Ceremony for the late Baradoni 
Al-Afif Culture Institution organized 
on Tuesday the 21st of August the last 
the second memorial ceremony on the 
occasion of the pass away of the great

Yemeni poet Abdullah Al-Baradoni. 
Ahmed Jaber Al-Afif Chairman of the 
Institution participated in the ceremo­
ny. The poet Ibraheem Al-khadher, Dr. 
Sultan Al-soureemi, Mohammed 
Houseen Haitham and Al-Hareth Bin 
Al-fadhel have all accompanied Al- 
Afif in his memorial ceremony.
Upon inauguration of the ceremony 
Al-Afif welcomed the attendants and 
appreciated their participation in the 
memorial in honor to the late Yemeni 
poet Al-Baradoni. He also reviewed 
the merits of the late and his creative 
culture gifts, which enriched Yemen 
culture and art.
Then some poets attending the cere­
mony recited some of Al-Baradoni’s 
verses, which have been embraced by 
all the attendants.
Sponsor of the ceremony Al-Afif then 
announced that his Institution would 
shoulder the responsibility of publish­
ing All the Baradoni’s poetical vol­
umes.

NOW EVERY THURSDAY
9:00 am -1:30 pm

AMIDEAST is pleased to announce its year round 
English Language classes for Young Learners (6-16). 
The course will cover total of 40 class hours starting 
September 20 - November 15, 2001.

The curriculum will include:
• Conversation (Speaking & Listening)
• Written Skills
• Reading Comprehension
• Language Use (Grammar)
•Open Discussion (various topics)
• Limited Internet hours

Class sizes are limited. To register, please contact or 
visit the AMIDEAST office in Sana’a. AMIDEAST is 
located at the corner of Baghdad and Algiers St. #66, 
Sana’a. Tel: 1-206222 or 400279/280, Fax: 1-206942. 
E-mail: yemen@amideast.org

mailto:yemen@amideast.org
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Improve Your English (97)
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
Email: ramakanta_sahu@123india.com

I. What to Say

Girls’ Empowerment
Abeer, Salwa, Taqwa: Morning, doctor.
Doctor: Morning to you all and congratulations on 

graduating.
All: Thank you very much, doctor.
Doctor: You must be feeling on top of the world today, on 

the occasion of the graduation ceremony.
Taqwa: Yes, doctor, we feel so glad. It’s the day our 

dream came true.
Doctor: Many happy returns. I wish you all a very bright 

and prosperous career. Insha Allah.
All: Thanks a lot, doctor.
Doctor: Is any of you planning to join higher studies in 

Sana’a or abroad?
Abeer: We are not so fortunate, doctor.
Doctor: What’s the problem? You are promising students. 

You should aim higher so that you become pillars 
to the society.

Salwa: We’d love to. But ours is a traditional society. It’s 
impossible for us to step out of Mahweet.

Doctor: There’s nothing impossible, Salwa, if you have a 
strong will. Think of the situation twenty years 
ago when girls hardly came out of the four walls 
of the house. But as it is said, “Old order 
changeth yielding place to new”. Times and the 
social trend have changed. As a result you are 
now graduates. You are in a position to render 
sterling service to yourself, your family and the 
society.

Abeer: That’s very true.
Doctor: Similarly, think ten years ahead from today. What 

a richer resource wouldn’t you be if you went 
still higher and gave leadership to your society.

Elham: What you’re saying is convincing. But it is easier 
said that done, considering the shackles of our 
orthodox society.

Doctor: I realize your problem. But may be you take a 
bold step to remove the barrier. A journey of 
thousand miles begins with a single step.

Taqwa: Indeed. I feel sometimes inspired to go ahead, not 
to stop here. But when I consider the challenges 
and the constraints I shall have to confront I feel 
diffident.

Doctor: If three of you unite and help each other convince 
your parents to let you get higher education, there 
may be a hope.

Abeer: That’s an excellent idea, Salwa and Taqwa. Shall 
we?

Salwa: There’s no harm in giving it a try.
Taqwa: We shall certainly try, doctor.
Doctor: You are the daughters of the Land of Sheba. You 

are the successors of Queen Arwa. Look forward 
and take a decisive step. Tomorrow is yours.

All: Insha Allah.
Doctor: My best wishes are with you.
All: Thanks a lot for your inspiring words.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences.

1. There is a few water in the jug.
2. He does not neglect his studies, doesn’t he?
3. I request from you to help me.
4. I’ll meet you at half past five in the garden.
5. I read an interested story.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. A teacher must love his students.

Note: Modals like ‘must’, ‘can’, ‘should’ can’t be 
followed by ‘to’.

2. He will come. Or He must come.
Note: A sentence in English can have only one modal.

3. You can answer this question Or You are / will be able 
to answer this question.
Note: The modal ‘can’ has the same meaning as 
‘be able to’.

4. The wages of sin is death.
Note: ‘wages’ here means ‘punishment’ and not 
charges for labor.

5. Such phenomena have never been seen before. 
Note: ‘Phenomena’ is the plural form of the word 
‘phenomenon’

III. How to express it in one word.
1. Period of 100 years
2. Period of 10 years
3. Period of 1000 years
4. A printed document in evidence of something.
5. Relating to the brain.
6. Division of a book

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Official counting of the population: Census
2. Person who is more than 100 years old: Centenarian
3. Celebration of 100 years: Centenary
4. Tendency to move away from the center: Centrifugal 
5. Tendency to move towards the center: Centripetal

IV. Rearrange the jumbled words / sets of 
words, to make meaningful sentences. Then 
put these five sentences in the right order to 
form a small meaningful paragraph.
(1) The sky / to pieces / thought was falling / to have
(2) A bel fruit / one day / on the palm shrub / fell / the 

hare / from
(3) Under / a / there / once / upon a time / a hare / a palm 

shrub / lived
(4) Other animals / after / soon / fled / also
(5) He / then / in fear / madly / away / fled

Answers to last week’s questions
1. I don’t know whether he works in a bank.
2. The boy is getting on well at school.
3. Traffic is held up in a traffic jam.
4. Is this the building which you bought last year?
5. He goes to school everyday, doesn’t he?

V. Words of Wisdom
“Charity begins at home, and justice begins 

next door”
—Charles Dickens

Let's Learn Computer (17)
Moinul Islam
Academic Head, Aptech World Wide
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinuli@aptech.ac.in

INTERNET — CONNECTIVITY

S
o far, what we know about 
the Internet is, that it is a 
network of computers and 
that each computer partic­
ipating in this network 

needs to have a unique identification 
number called IP address. Once we 
are connected to Internet, we can 
access the information and other serv­
ices over the network. Source of all 
these information are Websites that 
we already know. Today we will see 
how we can connect to Internet.

There are various stages of connectiv­
ity. First of all, it is needless to say 
that we have to have a computer. Ok, 
before going to see what else we need 
to have for this, let us see how we get 
a telephone connection. For telephone 
connection we need to apply to tele­
phones department. Then the depart­
ment connects our telephone instru­
ment to telephone exchange and pro­
vides a number. Similarly if we want 
to have an Internet connection, first of 
all we will have to apply for the same. 
But to whom should we apply? There 
is a separate body for that, known as 
ISP (Internet Service Provider). Upon 
your request, ISP will issue an 
account, which you can use to connect 
to Internet. This is all about the proce­
dure to get the Internet connection. 
Let us have a look at its technical side. 
Technically there are various types of 
connection, which an ISP can provide. 
One and most commonly used is dial 
in account. With this type of account, 
connection to Internet takes place 
through your local telephone 
exchange. Other types of connections 
use a dedicated and exclusive commu­
nication channel through which you 
are directly connected to ISP’s com­

puter. Physically this exclusive and 
dedicated channel could be a cable or 
radio link or any other type communi­
cation medium. In either case of con­
nectivity, we need to have a modern 
and certain software. Modern con­
nects our computer to communication 
medium and helps in data transfer 
over the network. The software pro­
vides the necessary instruction for 
connection. Here I cannot resist 
myself from sharing a fact with you 
that in most of the countries like India, 
ISPs are competing to provide the 
Internet connection to the end user 
absolutely free of cost. Then what 
benefit do they get and how do they 
manage their affairs? Going in to 
details of that is beyond the scope of 
our present discussion.

Once connectivity gets established, 
we can retrieve the information avail­
able on the Internet. For that we need 
to have a software called a browser. 
This browser works as an interface. 
Hope you remember the fact, which 
we have discussed before, that the 
information available on the Internet 
comes from a computer only and that 
the computer that is capable of storing 
and sharing the information over the 
Internet, is known as a Website. So in 
order to get the information, the first 
thing that we need to know is the 
Website, which contains the informa­
tion we are looking for. One thing we 
have understood so far about the web­
site is that it is a computer connected 
to the internet. Being part of the 
Internet, it is a must to have an IP 
address. But as an end user we need 
not have to bother about all those 
things. In order to get the information 
from a website over the Internet, all

we need to know is the name of the 
Website. Here you may ask where do 
the name comes? How does a website 
get the name or who assigns it? We 
will discuss those issues when we 
come to the topic of the Website. For 
the time being, it would be sufficient 
for us to know that we have to specify 
the name (website address) in the 
browser. The name of the website 
goes to ISP provided you are connect­
ed to it. This process of communica­
tion from your browser to ISP is 
defined as a request. In this context 
your computer is known as a client. 
Now let us see what the ISP does upon 
receiving the request from a client? 
We know that all the computers have 
a unique IP address including the 
Websites. But to connect to the web­
site we don't have to mention the IP 
address in the browser. Then how do 
we connect to the Website? That is 
what exactly the ISP does when it gets 
the request from the client. It picks up 
the corresponding IP address of the 
website being requested by the client. 
But where does it get that IP address 
of the website we are asking for from? 
First of all, it searches a list it main­
tains consisting website names and 
their corresponding IP address. If the 
name of the requested website is 
available in its list then it becomes 
simple for the ISP to locate and con­
nect you to the website with the help 
of its IP address following the TCP/IP 
protocol. In case the name of the web­
site is not available in its list then it 
takes the help of other computers to 
get the IP address of the website. 
These other computers are known as 
Name Servers. We will talk about 
these Name Servers in the coming les­
son.

Microsoft’s WWW Browser (Internet Explorer)

Carelessness Begets Undesirable Results
Abdu Maresh Al-Shra’abi

D
uty is a responsible act 
one is bound to be care­
ful about it and give due 
attention to.

Those working in a particular field must 
double their effort in their works, espe­
cially, those working in the field of edu­
cation, which is considered a turning 
point for any developing country.
In this connection, I always feel very 
anxious about the fate of our students 
who are weak in education, especially 
in learning English at schools.
English language ranks as the first 
among all other spoken world lan­
guages, we have to study this language 
for its crucial importance and great 
value at both the national and the indi­
vidual level.
The English language is a world lan­
guage. Therefore, it is, undoubtedly, the 
key tool for communication among 
nations. Hence, it is essential to teach 
this language in the school curriculum. 
Right now, English has become part and 
parcel of the curriculum in Yemen. The 
curriculum of this subject has been 
carefully designed; and its books have 
been printed. Besides English depart­
ment’s role in producing qualified 
teachers, many private institutes are 
now widely spreading. All these things 
come together to serve the student’s 
need and equip his knowledge in this

subject. Despite all these facilities, it is 
noticed that the students are getting 
weaker in English language by the day. 
This subject has become, more or less, 
the source of worry and concern for 
most of them. Many of the students 
really do not know the basics of 
English.
I was dismayed when once a final-sec- 
ondary-stage student requested me to 
teach him ‘alphabet’ of English lan­
guage. It came as a great surprise to me! 
The reason behind such a situation may 
be that some students did not have an 
English teacher during their earlier 
classes; some are being taught by 
unqualified teachers, who just keep jok­
ing so as to waste the time, and others 
are taught by non-specialists, who know 
little about this language. Moreover, the 
carelessness of students and teachers is 
another disadvantage which in turn 
begets such undesirable results. 
Besides, some teachers are busy in their 
extra works to make money. They are 
unable to discharge their responsibility 
properly. This raises the level of care­
lessness on the side of teachers.
As such, students do not get their due 
benefit from the teaching process 
because teachers fail to full the obliga­
tion in teaching. The private institutes 
are nothing but money-making insti­
tutes! Who is the victim?
Surely, the student remains the victim 
of such carelessness. He/she is a prey to 
the misdeeds of those unscrupolus

teachers, those absent-conscientious. It 
is the student who pays the price and 
shoulders the burden.
The authorities concerned and teachers 
are the ones responsible for the situation 
getting out of the hand. They should 
bring about new ways that may con­
tribute to help students comprehend the 
subject. After all, it is the teacher who

plays the key role in making easy this 
subject for students, and one who 
makes it interesting for the students. If 
a teacher does so, then he would 
achieve the main purpose of teaching 
and would prove to be a qualified 
teacher.
To conclude, it is the sacred duty of all 
concerned, the authorities, teachers, 
institutes, etc., to make this subject 
enjoyable.

YOUTH FORUM
To You Shall I Complain!*
To whom shall I complain?
To whom shall I explain?
This life has given me suffering and 
pain.
I think life and death are not the same 
Sometimes I feel a shame 
Sometimes I go after the fame
I wonder from where she came 
in a competition with the time train 
For me I was waiting under the rain 
Facing all the weather of our game 
We may reach our expected aim 
To live in a heaven of our dream

Ibrahim Ghanem Addaham 
University of Ibb

* Awarded Third Prize in 2nd Inter 
College Poems competitions 

(Senior Group)

The hardship of Life
This life is too hard,

We live in extreme pain, 
The life is too hard, 
That is why we complain.

The life is meaningless,
The sense of life is lost, 
Were enveloped in the sadness, 
That seems to be an awesome burden

Sadiq Haddan M. Assamie

My Mother
Mum, how much I love her.
I’m always eager to see her.
I yearns to meet her.
To kiss her hands.
Mum, is a gush of compassion.
Mum, Allah’s gift for me.
I pray to Allah for her love for ever.
Kawther Hassan Esmail Al-Snhanie 

Al Mahweet College of Education

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL
In Hadda, Sana’a

Where Education and Learning Mean a Lot

Why Register your child?
Top quality American Education. Certified by the Ministry of Education.
American and British teachers.
Classes from pre school to grade 12.

A wide variety of teaching and learning strategies.
Emphasis on TOEFL and SAT required by American and Canadian universi­
ties.
Modern teaching methods,

Hard working and caring environment.
Academic advisor to assist students applying to universities.
Small classes.
Teacher / Student ration 1 to 6
in-school doctor.

Facilities.
Separate campuses for elementary and high schools.
Science Lab, libraries, music room and computer rooms
Sports facilities include football, volleyball, basketball, tennis, table tennis 

and a gym.

How to Contact Us.

The High School and Administration is located behind the Jordanian
Embassy on Hadda Street.
Phone: +967-1-413 375, Fax: +967-1- 413 376, E-mail: american@y.net.ye
Mailing address: P.O. Box 16003 Sana'a,Yemen,
Web-site address: www.americanschool.com.ye

mailto:ramakanta_sahu@123india.com
mailto:moinuli@aptech.ac.in
mailto:american@y.net.ye
http://www.americanschool.com.ye


12 3 September, 2001

Breakneck Speed:
The Main Reason for Traffic Accidents (Part 1)

Yasser Mohammed Ahmad 
Yemen Times

W
e hear a lot about 
deadly traffic acci­
dents claiming the 
lives of hundreds of 
people every year. 

The causes of these accidents range 
from high speed, violating traffic rules 
to reckless driving.
Highways have always been the scene 
of hundreds of traffic accidents, hence 
thousands of people are killed owing to 
overspeed and reckless driving. Thus, 
we find it necessary to conduct this 
investigation with the view of identify­
ing the reasons behind this high num­
ber of accidents.
International Health Organization’s 
statistics unveil that about 700000 per­
sons are killed around the world each 
year in traffic accidents. In other word,

50 persons each 
minute. Similarly, 
the statistics show 
that 2 million people 
are injured in traffic 
accidents each year. 
So aren’t these fig­
ures enough to make 
of this issue a top 
concern.
In a bid to have a 
clear idea about the 
problem we dis­
cussed the problem 
from different per­
spectives: 
Abdulhakim Ali Bassir Sana’a-Taiz 
road watchman, said that “ the causes 
of traffic accidents are so many. 
However, highways such as the 
Sana’a-Taiz road has been the scene of 
hundreds of fatal accidents due to its 
narrowness and overcrowds.

Moreover, the non- 
observance of traffic 
rules adds insult to 
injury hence a large 
number of accidents are 
caused by reckless driv­
ing. We call upon the 
government to promul­
gate laws for regulating 
driving in a way that 
ensures a safe road and 
safeguard the lives of the 
people. Some people 
accuse taxi-drivers of 
being the principal cause 
of accidents, but in my 

opinion other reasons are behind the 
large number of traffic accidents such 
as the unavailability of traffic signs, 
narrow roads and some times bad 
weather conditions.
Ali Omar Taxi-driver Sana’a-Taiz 
road, said that “most the accidents 
occur during night by small and big 
vehicles which have no back lights. 
Moreover, gas tankers driving at fast 
speed cause lots of accidents.
Mohammed Ali Rajeh driver, said that 
“ most accidents occur because of 
overcrowded traffic movement and bad 
weather conditions. Pick-up cars 
(Hilux) driving at breakneck speed is 
just another headache since these cars 
come suddenly from the road side and 
cause violent crashes with the other 
cars on the roads
Abduhassen al-Khyat Sana’a-Aden 
road driver, said that “ most traffic 
accidents are caused by pick-up cars 
drivers which are mainly used for 
transporting agricultural products to 
the main cities. Furthermore, the fall of 
large stones from the road sides is just 
another factor since retaining walls 
beside the roads are entirely nonexist­
ent. During the rainy seasons the num­
ber of accidents increase in a scary way 
and this necessities exercising more 
and more caution in such conditions. 
Ali as-Shameri driver, has a different 
opinion as he said that “ Yemen 
imports second-hand vehicles from 
different countries although the 
Yemeni cities and high ways have not 
enough space to contain all these cars.
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DHL International Appoints 
New Country Manager in Yemen

T
he DHL company has recently 
appointed a new country manger 
to take the office activities in 
Yemen into new horizons. The 
Yemen Times, liked to seize this 

chance to introduce the Newly appointed 
manager, Mr. Neil Griffiths to its readers to 
come closer to DHL activities, services and 
future plans.

Excerpts

YT: Can you give us a brief account of your 
career and how you came to Yemen?
NG: I originally started working for DHL fifteen 
years ago as a Courier in my hometown of 
Liverpool, England. Since then I have held 
many positions within the company but most 
recently as an Area Operations Manager in the 
South of England.

YT: Tell us a little about DHL and when did 
it first start operating in Yemen.
NG: DHL was originally founded in 1969 by 
three innovators, Dalsey, Hilblom and Lynn to 
transport shipping documents ahead of the 
vessel to ensure the earliest possible Customs 
processing at dock side. This was so 
successful it was the beginning of the Air 
Express industry as we know it today. DHL 
was the first express carrier to operate in 
Yemen when it opened its doors for business 
in 1982.

YT: How big is DHL and what services do 
you offer?
NG: DHL covers the globe, we operate in over 
227 countries and have over 64,000 trained 
staff utilizing a fleet of 250 aircraft and 18,500 
vehicles to service the requirements of one 

Million customers. We offer a simple solution 
to our customers needs, from documents and 
parcels to heavy freight and International mail. 
In addition to our outbound and domestic 
services we also specialize in a dedicated 
Import service to allow the customer full 
control of their supply chain.

YT: What makes DHL different from similar 
companies?
NG: I think the DHL culture is unique within the 
industry, we believe DHL is the best and 
through that belief we have a pride in what we 
do. We are all a link in a huge chain that 
stretches around the globe.

YT: How do you evaluate DHL in Yemen?
NG: We have nine offices around the Country 
linking all the main Industrial and Commercial 
centers by air and road, we are in a very strong 
position to face the future.

YT: What is that future for DHL?
NG: The economy of Yemen is growing all the 
time, as more and more investment is made in 
the commercial infrastructure the business 
leaders in Yemen will increasingly rely on a 
fast and safe method of moving documents 
and parcels around the country and the world. 
DHL is here, and we are ready.

YT: Do you have any last comment?
NG: In the short time I’ve been in Yemen I 
have formed a deep affection for the country 
and it’s people, in no other country have I 
faced such hospitality as I have here. I would 
like to thank all the DHL staff and the people of 
Yemen for making me feel so welcome and I 
hope to have the opportunity to repay your 
kindness.



14 3 September, 2001

Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

D
espite the many local 
themes dealt with by 
Yemeni press this 
weak the majority of 
them devoted many 

articles to discuss the raging events 
in the occupied Arab Palestinian ter­
ritories and the crimes perpetrated 
daily by Sharon's terrorist govern­
ment on the Palestinian people. 
Those articles and commentaries 
express the Arab masses' anger and 
dissatisfaction over their ruling 
regimes lukewarm stands.

Here is a review of excerpts from 
articles published in some Yemeni 
newspapers.

RAY Weekly, organ of 
Sons of Yemen League 
party, 28 August 2001

In its editorial the newspaper says that 
when crises threatening the nation do 
increase, the national forces should 
raise the degree of their keenness on 
collective action based on objective 
dialogue characterized by transparency 
and seriousness.
The ordeal that befell the people as a 
result of raising the diesel fuel and the 
consequent suffering of citizens from it 
must be a pivotal issue around which 
all efforts should be focused to be 
treated. Efforts have to be channeled 
towards a scientific and accurate diag­
nosis of the economic crisis and a 
mechanism for its tackling it must be 
set up. There should be an expansion of 
dialogue premises to include issues 
more close to the people such as their 
living issues and not to restrict our con­
cern to the issue of amending the elec­
tions law.
The authority has fled the field of fac­
ing the current economic dilemma and 
thrown all of its consequences on the 
people, some of opposition forces have 
likewise followed the same behavior 
by fleeing the arena of encountering 
the economic dilemma and closing 
windows of dialogue with the govern­
ment at this crucial moment. Lining up 
with the citizen and his interest should 
be by following a positive opposition 
through offering practical alternatives 
to authority policies and measures, the 
editorial concluded.

Saut Ash-Shoura week­
ly, 26 August 2001

Mr Mahboub Ali, chairman of Yemeni 
Journalists Syndicate published an arti­
cle on suing a number of newspapers 
saying that it is regrettable that a num­
ber of newspapers are still subject to 
trial before courts without taking final 
decisions despite the passage of more 
than two years on bringing them to 
court. Most of the cases under court

consideration are related to the free­
dom of opinion and expression the 
constitution has guaranteed and the law 
that regulates the work of press. Cases 
of a number of journalists from more 
than one newspaper are still pending at 
courts for issues of opinion and publi­
cation.
Mr Mahboub Ali stresses that continu­
ation in trying newspapers on issues 
related to expression and publication 
without providing ample guarantees 
for journalists and newspapers to offer 
their defense is a dangerous matter 
threatening future of the freedom of 
press. Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
has statistics disclosing the number of 
journalists cases under trial for more 
than one year and a half with charges 
ranging between one to four at one 
time. This situation causes frustration 
to development of press and to creation 
of developed press mirroring the prin­
ciple of freedom of press as being the 
main gate for public freedoms in the 
Republic of Yemen.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Nasserite 
Unionist Party, 28 
August 2001

Mr Ahmed Al-Faqih says in an article 
that in the ongoing dialogue between 
the government of the People's General 
Congress Party and opposition parties 
the prime minister has hinted that the 
parties do not represent all the people 
and that there is no mediator between 
the government and the individual.
What the prime minister as a politician 
waves and what he exercises as a 
statesman completely contradicts con­
cepts of parliamentary democracy and 
drags them back to the 19th century the 
idea of the free individual doctrine had 
prevailed. The free individual doctrine 
had come under much criticism the 
main of which is that its lack of scien­
tific bases and inability to protect indi­
viduals rights and its contradiction 
with the logic of parliamentary democ­
racy.
The prime minister's concept that the 
opposition would not represent the 
people is faced with the supposition 
that the People's General Congress, as 
a government and party, does not rep­
resent all the people. It is an axiom to 
presume hat the ruling government of 
majority represents part of the people 
and the opposition parties do represent 
other parts of the people. These con­
cepts remain to be relative ones.

As-Sahwa weekly, 30 
August 2001

Columnist Zaid bin Ali Ash-Shami 
says in his article published in this 
issue of the weekly that the conflict 
with the Israeli enemy has shifted into 

a new phase and reached to a state 
where there is no security on the entire 
Palestinian land. The Israeli army has 
embarked on battles with heavy 
weapons, including armored vehicles 
and sophisticated warplanes. It has no 
longer suffices itself to physically liq­
uidating Palestinian mujahideen and 
activists, but developed that to reoccu­
pation of Palestinian towns in an 
attempt to have a sway over them. 
Nevertheless,that does not and would 
not weaken determination of the 
Palestinian people.
As the jews have made the Palestinian 
people lose stability in their homeland, 
the very defenseless and unarmed peo­
ple have, with their steadfastness, sac­
rifices and uprising, deprived the 
Israelis security and hope of living in 
peace on the Palestinian land. Sharon 
and his government have failed in their 
promises of ending the uprising in a 
100-day time. Many settlements have 
been deserted and migration and tourist 
trips to the occupied territories have 
stopped.
An official Arab reaction is rather 
inevitable and the Arab regimes have 
to be ashamed of themselves for dere­
liction for not carrying out their duties 
of backing up the Palestinian people. 
The first Arab reaction was the meeting 
of Arab information ministers and 
their working out of a plan for encoun­
tering the events. Though an effort of 
this kind is a necessary step but it falls 
short of the level of the event.
As for Arab foreign ministers they 
have held a meeting that we wish they 
had not done it. They have in fact 
aggravated the state of frustration of 
their nation because they have not 
come out with frank political stand and 
have not raised to the level of what is 
befalling their brethren in Palestine. 
They have emphasized their incompe­
tence of adopting any a resolution on 
political boycotting of Israel and have 
not voiced an obvious stance versus the 
American bias and siding with Israel. 
All their pretexts are but justifications 
of their official weakness. In the Arab 
defense ministers there is no hope of 
their meeting because they do not think 
of confrontation. The Arab interior 
ministers hold successive meetings and 
what preoccupies them is the terroriz­
ing and intimidating whoever thinks of 
fighting against the zionist entity. The 
tragedy does not lie in the jews' aggres­
sion and arrogance but in the weakness 
of the Arabs and Moslems.

Al-Ihya'a Al-Arabi 
weekly organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
party (Iraq organiza­
tion) 28 August 2001

An editorial written by Dr Qassem 
Sallam queries about what has been 
left in the hands of those regimes run­
ning after normalization following all 
everyday crimes perpetrated by the 
zionist entity against the Palestinian 
people. The writer also wonders about 
what those rulers of settlement and pil­
lars of the American game and conspir­
ators on the Palestinian uprising and 
the blockaded people of Iraq, do wait? 
The U.S.-made missiles are dropped on 
headquarters of the Palestinian resist­
ance movement and revolution aimed 
at intimidating the people and enhanc­
ing the loyalty of those regimes' to nor­
malization and surrender to the 
Americans and Zionists.
As for the Arab strugglers they no 
doubt consider those criminal acts 
against the Palestinians and Iraq are 
but an expression of the failure of the 
American-Zionist policy and failure of 

normalization regimes in taming Arab 
masses and passing the game of settle­
ment.
These are crimes perpetrated every day 
under the nose of the United Nations 
and the international community with­
out being moved and caring a straw in 
the face of the. Those crimes could not 
move the conscience of those who shed 
false tears on human rights and chanti­
ng with songs of freedom, human 
rights and equality among nations. 
After all that is seen and experienced, 
is there any naive person inside the 
Arab homeland who believes that 
America really wants the " peace of the 
courageous" and that it is not an 
accomplice in the crimes of collective 
annihilation in Palestine and the camp 
of Saber and Shatila?

Al-Mithaq weekly 
organ of the People's 
General Congress 
Party, 27 August 2001

In its editorial the newspaper says that 
the Israeli haughtiness and the atro­
cious practices of Sharon terrorist gov­
ernment and its absolute enmity 
towards peace, would not only under­
mine the peace process in the Mideast 
but is rather an endeavor for extermi­
nation of an entire people under the 
nose of the whole world. It is a politi­
cal terrorism founded on intimidating 
and degrading others and killing them 
under groundless justifications. This 
situation, the editorial confirms, neces­
sitates that the Arab and Moslem 
nation must stand up to it determined­
ly. They have to encounter this policy 
of collective extermination of an entire 
people.
The Yemeni clear stand towards the 
cause of the Palestinian people is based 
on a comprehensive impetus and vision 
derived from calling up the nationalist 
and religious and humanitarian duty. 
The Yemeni stand calls with some 
hope for the Arab regimes to raise 
above secondary issues and firmly 
stand with a sense of responsibility and 
live conscience to fulfill their responsi­
bilities. They should form a unified 
Arab political attitude targeting the 
search for the minimum level of com­
mon Arab stand against escalation of 
Sharon's government.

Al-Jamaheer weekly 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist party 
(Syrian organization)26 
August 2001

The newspaper's editor-in-chief has 
written an article saying the American 
waving of using the veto against any 
resolution by the UN Security council 
in favor of what is called an interna­
tional protection of the Palestinians, 
confirms again the American absolute 
siding with the Zionist entity and an 
abortion of the Arab betting on the 
American option of peace. It indicates 
a disregard of the Arab decision despite 
the U.S. interests in the region. Hence 
the Arab leaderships are after all this 
entitled and forced to look for other 
options. Peace with the zionist enemy 
in line with all norms of peace is an 
illusion that could not be realized and 
pushes forward the options of war. It is 
an alternative dictated by necessities of 
self-defense, dignity and honor. Some 
of the leaders may think that the war 
option can lead to destruction of infra­
structure that some would think as 
product of the false peace. The fact that 
leaps over reality is that these infra­
structures are largely governed with 
the policy of constraints imposed by 
America on the region so that to be 
rotating within the American economic 
orbit. The Arab strategic choice must 
stem from their own interest and their 
interest is dependent on estimating the 
volume of dangers threatening them.

announcement
AL-HAJAJI GENERAL TRADE 

COMPANY LIMITED 
invites candidates to apply for the following two 
posts:

A) Financial & Administrative Manager
Candidates should meet the following essential requirements:
1-University degree in Accounting or General Administration with an 

excellent academic record.
2-Minimum of ten years experience.
3-Have strong personality.
4-Good knowledge of computer applications.

B) Foreign Relations Manager.
1- University degree.
2- Have strong command of both written and spoken English.
3- Minimum of ten years experience in the same field.
4-Have administrative & leading personality and should be physically 

fit.
5- Indian nationals are preferable.
6- Good command of Arabic language.

Qualified individuals should present their applications and copies of 
certificates including curriculum vitae, to the Hodiedah branch 

during working hours.

Hodiedah, Sana'a Street, Tel: 03-238783
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Universities’ Students Demonstrate

The Government Intends to End Academic Education
Nasree al-Saqqaf
Yemen Times

nassrysaqqaf@ 
maktoob.com

T
he General Administration 
of the Yemeni Universities 
represented by the prime 
minister Abdul Kader 
Bajammal issued a number 

of decrees concerning the university- 
admission for the scholastic year 2001- 
2002 which seems to fight high educa­
tion and make it a difficulty in front of 
the Yemeni youths who are most 
belonging to families of limited 
incomes. Bajammal's new decrees 
surely intending to fight high education 
instead of encouraging the Yemeni 
youths to continue their high study to 
join the current revolution of technolo­
gy and the high speed moving wheel of 
development which hovers all over the 
world.

First of all Bajammal decided to raise 
fees of helpless students to 100% to 
reach the total sum of YR. 8000.
The unbearable fees imposed by the 
new cabinet have been approved 
against a judicial verdict which indicat­
ed illegality of such unreasonable pro­
cedure because the poor students can­
not endure to satisfy the greedy of the 
new government. Wonders how the 
cabinet is daring to raise the fees of 
high education while the country is 
passing throughout sever economical 
crises, which directly affected the life 
of the people of limited incomes.
Could the cabinet be planning to priva­
tize education or just intending to force 
students to forget about high educa­
tion?
The second decree, the new cabinet 
brought to the students cut the dream of 
those who scored less than 70% of the 
total degrees to join the university. 
What the cabinet is planning for major­
ity of students who graduated during 
this scholastic year is something miser­
able. Did it first plan to provide for 
them junior colleges, institutes of voca­
tional training and technical education? 
According to Bajammal's new policies,

the poor students who cannot afford to 
pay fees of the public universities are 
better to join for example the 
University of Science and Technology 
or Queen Arwa which are private enter­
prises only requesting the sum of USD 
500 to let them in.
Those who are not sons of senior offi­
cials or ministers and merchants should 
not try to continue their study or dream 
to have their post the only place that is 
welcoming them without requesting 
money is the street.
The third decree made by Bajammal is 
the demolishing of the distance learn­
ing, which affected the interests of the 
students of poor families who are 
forced to work while studying. Should 
this class also be banished of being 
poor or they do not have the right to be 
educated as the rich.
The fourth decree made by Bajammal 
is closing the doors of the faculties 
after reaching a humble number of stu­
dents in each while the rest are kicked 
out. Hundreds of students are deprived 
from their right to join the university 
due to Bajammal's decree, which never 
thought to find solutions to the growing 
number of the students.
So Bajammal made the students com­
pete in a race of determining ones fate 
and future. The finish line was the reg­
istering desk and the loser is the one 
who misses the card of admission to 
join the university.
The first lesson the students get to 
know by their senior lecturer 
Bajammal is how to participate in 
chaos and that the life is for the fittest. 
Bajammal does not only teach the stu­
dents how to compete in a race but how 
to be skilled in dealing with the law of 
the jungle when people should struggle 
to survive as animals in the forest.
What the nation should inspect out of 
students who joined the university as 
using forged documents, mediations 
and bribes and what the evil force that 
forced them to do so.

Ali Mohammed Hassan al-Uwardhi, 
student of Arabic & Yemeni Students 
Union, said "There has been a 50% 
increase in the registration fees which 
is strongly objected to and renounced 

by the students union. The union con­
firms that this is an aggressive action 
with the framework of illiteracy policy 
adopted by the government. 
Ultimately, the targets of this unfair 
decision is the members of the poor 
section. Most of the poor citizens could 
not afford this unjust increase and were 
ultimately deprived of education." 
Regarding the existence of registration 
committees from the union in universi­
ty, he said "They are to help facilitate 
registration of fresh comers, giving 
them assistance and guidance."

Mohammed Abdulrahman Ali al- 
Mataree, GPC said "There is no 
increase in the registration fees this 
year. This increase incurred some trou­
ble for some students who could not 
afford them last year. However the uni­
versity could cope with these problems 
and granted those who are unable to 
pay some more time."

Abdulqawee Ahmad al- 
Ghaishanee, Islah, said 
"The increase for this 
year reached 100%. Last 
year the registration fees 
were YR 2500 while this

year they are YR 6050. Islah considers 
this as the knock-out for education. 
This is an aggressive action taken by 
the Supreme Council for Universities. 
We do not know if the purpose is just to 
extort money from students. This 
increase has made a great number of 
students, especially those of the low- 
income pull out from registration being 
unable to pay these fees. Obviously, 
this will have a negative impact on 
education in general increasing the 
level of illiteracy which is already 
high."
On the university's attitude towards the 
union's committees, he said "The uni­
versity does not approve of activities of 
these committees, especially as the 
Presidency of the University is chaired 
by the GPC."

Ahlam al-Wahdee, Students 
Registration Committee member, YSU, 
said "It is a pity to say that many stu­
dents were deprived of joining the uni­

versity due to this flagrant violation of 
students' right."

Amer Mohammed Ali, 
Faculty of Arts, English 
Department, said "There 
is no basis for this fla­
grant increase. It is noth­
ing but a way to embez­

zle students. However, I do not think 
the university budget is weak so as to 
extort money from students. This 
increase is nothing but a more burden, 
suppression, limitation to be borne by 
students."
On his view on the registration com­
mittees, he said "The purpose is to 
practice parties system in the universi­
ty. It is a partisan race within the uni­
versity which has a wide negative out­
comes. It is of no benefit except for 
giving some information on the regis­
tration measures. I do prefer unpartisan 
committees which one can deal with 
away from the political conspiracies 
and pranks."
Regarding his opinion on the level of 
education in university, he said "The 
level of education in the university is 
backward and deteriorated within the 
anarchy of law and order. Law is only 
applied on the weak and who have

weak connections. However, well-con­
nected persons know no laws or regu­
lations.
I wonder if we will reach the time 
when measures are taken to back up 
students and not to burden them. The 
University Presidency has to under­
stand that students are giving up educa­
tion which is a very dangerous omen 
for the whole country. If this is the first 
action of the new government for this 
year, I do wonder when the university 
education is going to be called off."

In Taiz, many demonstrations were 
staged objecting the increase of univer­
sities fees. Farook al-Kamali from YT 
Taiz bureau wrote the following report: 
Last Monday, a student demonstration 
was staged from Taiz University to the 
governorate headquarters. The demon­
stration was to object to the decision of 
the Universities Supreme Council to 
raise the minimum registration grade to 
70%. Protested students considered 
this as aggressive and unfair posing a 
great hazard to students, especially as 
there are no alternatives for the univer­
sity education.

Abdulrahman Mahyoob Yahya, with 
69.75% grade, said "This decision will

ruin the university education, and not 
reform it. I anticipate that the high 
unemployment rate will further go up 
which will be the breeding ground for 
violence and crime."

Ashraf Abdu Mohammed said "I draw 
a blank. I do not know what to do. 
Neither governmental universities 
accept us nor can we afford fees of the 
private universities. The only technical 
institute in Taiz is only for those who 
have connections. It is actually a very 
complicated situation in which we have 
no room."

The Supreme Council for universities 
had taken a firm decision to raise the 
minimum registration grade to 70%, 
calling off the distance learning. 
Though this decision will alleviate the 
pressure on the universities, it neglects 
those graduates with low grades. It was 
a wrong decision resulting from wrong 
policies adopted. Now many students 
will not be accepted in universities. 
Students in turn will be renounced by 
their families as they have become use­
less. They are also rejected by the mar­
ket as they are with no qualifications. 
This makes us wonder What a future is 
awaiting them?!

Continued from page 3
Abdulrahman Al-Baidhani to YT:
Q: Did you achieve the object you 
aimed to have from the interview 
you gave to Al-Jazeera channel? 
What responses do you anticipate at 
both local and Arab levels?
A: Absolutely I did not endeavor an 
effort at Al-Jazeera channel, which 
offered to receive me. This was also 
not the first time I appear on a TV 
screen. I had been interviewed by the 
Egyptian space channel in a program 
called “I was a responsible official” 
which took me four long series and 
which referred to the same era and 
which include my testimony at Al- 
Jazeera channel. There was also a pre­
vious dialogue with the Arab Space 
channel “Orbit” on the occasion of 
publishing my book “An Islamic out­
look to the Present Business/ Mutual 
Relations”
My counterpart at the dialogue was the 
Islamic intellectual professor Dr 
.Abdulsaboor Shaheen, Dean of the 
faculty of the religion fundamentals, at 
Alazhar university and the chairman of 
Al-Sharia'a control board of Faisal 
Islamic Bank. I thank God that after an 
extensive legal and economic dialogue 
in this debate, his eminence recog­
nized all the contents of my book 
which reflected an Islamic present 
effort which administered the present 
relations.
Alazhar itself decided to distribute my 
book among all the colleges and insti­
tutes of Alazhar university. Prior to 
that I had several TV discussions ever 
since the TV was introduced in the 
Arab world, as an Arab intellectual. 
My testimony in the era “a presenta­
tion of my thoughts on TV. I had no 
goals to attempt achieving them here. 
However it destroyed every thing, i.e. 
there was no target intended by me 
when the Yemeni and Arab circles 
know the facts which were known to 
the few, but now available for all.
It was anticipated that those who 
intended to dump it, promote for its 
negativism were offended but at the 

end only the truth remains rightful. My 
testimony included thought and facts. 
Thoughts are subjected to discussions, 
acceptance, rejection, deletion and 
addition through constructive discus­
sions intended to bring out the truth.
With all my experience and humble 
education, I welcome discussing my 
thoughts within a constructive debate, 
perhaps here I will find a better opin­
ion than mine. When I will increase 
my knowledge for behind the knowl­
edge of every scientific subject, there 
exists the superiority of God.
With regard to the incident I men­
tioned they were supported with docu­
ments and were not a subject of argu­
ment.
Only those who were sick, they reject­
ed the facts which were presented to 
them; therefore, their ears were deaf 
and their eyes were blind and they 
were not gladdened. Nevertheless, 
such persons are often a minority in 
every backward state, but are also a 
minority who are ruling masters who 
fear to lose their false alleged truthful­
ness when fog dissolves, and the lost 
fact becomes clear before the public 
opinion.
I confirmed that the majority of the 
Yemeni people knows the truth when I 
received immediately upon returning 
to Sana’a two days ago several public 
calls who confirmed to me they were 
misled. They thanked me for exposing 
the truth.
At the Arab level, this testimony did 
not provide me with anything more, 
for I am an existing personality in the 
Arab arena, and I continuously partici­
pate in Arab intellectual symposiums 
and conferences.
My fourteen books spread in most of 
Arab and foreign libraries.

Q: The Yemeni Revolution was set 
up upon six goals. All the people 
agree none was achieved during the 
past forty years, the age of the 
Republic, therefore, what in your 

opinion are the reasons behind the 
lack of achieving even part of these 
six goals?
A: some of the revolution goals were 
achieved such as the political Yemeni 
unity, the emerge of democracy, 
although it is until now a superficial 
democracy or a blend of democracy 
and dictatorship. This was why I 
described it as (dictamocratic). 
Furthermore, the development of 
schools, universities, and hospitals 
was achieved. The problem lies within 
the pursuit of the competent, embrac­
ing the loyal and refraining from the 
experts. Thus the market of hypocrisy 
prospered, and corruption spread, 
causing the increase of political, eco­
nomic, social and security crises. The 
Yemeni society suffered the hardness 
of poverty, plundering of their wealth 
which was smuggled abroad. Thus the 
middle class disappeared, the society 
then constituted of two classes, a class 
with dyspepsia which could not be sat­
isfied or their safes did not get filled, 
their wealth smuggled abroad and not 
relieved. Another class deprived, but 
misled by the media. They therefore 
applaud during the day time and starve 
at night. This was not a revolution fault 
with its goals; but a fault of those who 
penetrated into it and forced them­
selves within a national understanding 
which is absent and misled.
Therefore no chance exists to achieve 
the six goals of the revolution unless 
the experts return to revive the con­
science and sense and to refrain from 
the loyal in order to resist corruption 
and ignorance.

Q: Many intellectual and politicians 
are not optimistic for the reform in 
the country politically, socially and 
economically, in fact everything is 
invisible soon or late. From your 
point of view, how do you foresee the 
future (taking into consideration 
international and regional changes 
which are directed towards global­

ization and secularism and the free 
trade, etc..?
A: I share the opinion of the intellectu­
al and the politicians being pessimistic 
but I consider their pessimism is if real 
start of reform for pessimism does not 
mean despair, but the feeling of the 
necessity to change the curriculum 
which they rejected and to seek its 
opposite which is better.This was a 
constructive rejection eager for the 
Yemen’s renaissance which would be 
achieved when the reasons which 
deprived them would be deleted and 
which would then enable them to 
achieve this renaissance. Those were 
what you described with your question 
as the intellectuals and the politicians 
in the brain (sense) and the conscience 
of the society. Perhaps it will take 
some time when the society’s sense 
and conscience awake. However this 
is certain, for the economic situation is 
increasing with decline, unemploy­
ment of graduates and labor also is 
increasing while the majority of the 
society is falling into poverty; and the 
corruption is becoming worse.
Therefore, I do not notice an existence 
of an outbreak to discuss the interna­
tional and regional changes, and 
Globalization with its impact upon an 
absent Yemeni economy which is 
absent and surrendered.

Q: No country within the developing 
countries succeeded in patronizing 
democracy as a political method 
with an impact to solve its various 
social and cultural hereditary and 
perhaps other matters, some of 
these countries are better than us. 
How do you evaluate the marginal 
democracy the politicians talk about 
, will they succeed to develop it or 
will they fail? There are also false 
voices calling for decreasing the 
political pluralism in the country 
and to confine it to two or three par­
ties only, and towards an illustration 
of a democracy which can be adapt­
ed to Yemeni peculiarity that is 
unlike western countries style. How 
this can be? And what is you point of 
view about this matter?

A: when the third world countries 
commenced patronizing democracy 
while their ruling leaderships emerged 
from backward and dictatorship situa­
tions, took power while retaining the 
stains of backwardness and dictator­
ship, thus their decoration which 
attempted to use was hampered 
although it was under the title of 
democracy. Some of these countries 
succeeded to grasp the changes fol­
lowing the circumstance they were lib­
erated from", their methods were then 
straightened e.g. India, our country 
did not get rid of this historical region­
al base, for, still some of its Imamite 
ideas were inherited with the 
Republican era. When the political 
Yemeni unity was announced on 22nd 
May 1990, the conversation about 
democracy and the political pluralism 
glittered, therefore, democracy and 
political pluralism were born with 
cesarean operation. Then the personal 
conflicts occurred until they suspend­
ed it in the air without any care to the 
reality. This they named a marginal 
democracy and political pluralism.
Upon my word and I believe that the 
existing party, now is the ruling party, 
because it is in power but if it is waved 
from the power, it will definitely 
become like the other parties, carrying 
a mane of a party but lack the ability, a 
party is a leadership system not 
imposed by the ruling authority. All 
cadres are elected pyramidically, from 
the base to the summit. It has also a 
national program which intends to 
achieve the best interests for the socie­
ty to qualify as a competent party to 
participate in the peaceful transfer of 
power.
With regard to the parties created by 
the authority, patronage by the author­
ity, receive its directives and obey its 
opposition institutions, then they are 
only floppy institutions, for the ruling 
system in any country of the third 
world, irrespective if they are three 
parties in number or one hundred par­
ties, this hampers the renaissance of 
these countries for it freezes their intel­
lectual and sense activity, but releases 
applaud, flatter, corruption and failure. 

Q: What are the solutions you con­
sider proper to solve these difficul­
ties, economic, political and social 
crises which cause insomnia to the 
people and threaten the future of the 
generation? Do you think within the 
existing system, matters will 
improve in the near future? Will 
people feel security and stability or 
is this an anticipated crisis which 
will be very tough as the pessimists 
anticipate due to several elements, 
the most of important of which the 
gap between the classes, the spread 
of poverty, increasing of literacy, 
lack of health security, increase of 
social dilapidation increase of the 
crime rate, the visible economic 
destruction a priority of the feelings 
with the majority of its citizen for 
the lack of equality with citizenship, 
lack of justice and security adminis­
tration, organized of the public 
wealth and resources, etc....?
A: I explained and still explain the 
obstacles and crisis of Yemen with my 
weekly articles at Al-Ayyam newspa­
per which I collected in one book “the 
pain of Yemen”. I also prepared for 
priority the second chapter in this 
book. It will be distributed soon , but 
the question will its ruling system take 
actions for reform. My answer I have, 
perhaps will use the scientific method 
which will achieve it, national hopes 
which promised to exist.

Q: What are the essential funda­
mentals to develop the state of 
Yemen from your point of view?
A: To return to the six goals of the rev­
olution and to abide BY them and to 
accept that the revolution was founded 
on the 26th September 1962 and not 
more than ten years later democracy, 
to get red of its Imamite ideas and 
exploit the national conversation.

Q: Last word ?
A: I hope God helps the president to 
tackle our problems in order to achieve 
our renaissance as he understood with 
his program, which he announced dur­
ing the last presidential elections.
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Yemen Red Sea Islands
M

any names have been 
attached to the Red 
Sea throughout histo­
ry. Among those 
names are Yamsuf, 

Erythra Thalass, The Arabs' Gulf, 
Pharaoh Sea, Yemen's Sea, The South's 
Sea, etc.
The location of the Red Sea in the mid­
dle of the eastern and western seas, and 
between the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Ocean, bestows great importance on it. 
There are many other facts that help it 
be of more importance. Being the main 
water route for the Gulf oil exports to 
West Europe, a vital point for refueling 
and providing maintenance for ships, 
rich in mineral wealth, especially oil, an 
easily controlled route, etc., are chief 
among these facts.
As far as Yemen is concerned, impor­
tance of the Red Sea steams from the 
good number of trading seaports in 
Hodeidah, Saleef, Khokhah, Makha 
from which Yemeni oil is exported, 
electricity power stations which provide 
power for harbors and cities, the huge 
fish wealth, mineral and coral wealth, 
etc. This importance was enhanced after 
the inauguration of the Sues Canal in 
1869, a thing that made strong powers 
struggle for controlling the Red sea 
Water routes.
The Red Sea is characterized by high 
tides, temperature, salinity, purity of

water, different kinds of 
wind, varying depths, 
etc. Salinity rate 
decreases where Wadis 
flow. It is also charac­
terized by many coral 
reefs which become 
thicker as one moves 
southward. The coral 
reefs divide the Sea into 
three routes, one main 
route in the middle of 
the sea and two coastal 
routes. Vaporization 
from the Red Sea helps 
increase the volume of 
rain and straighten the 
Northern Wind.
The Red Sea is one of 
the most salty seas in 
the world because it is 
not connected with 
oceans, except through 
the Bab Al-Mandab 
Strait and because of the 
lack of rivers flowing 
into it. Salinity of the 
Red Sea varies accord­
ing to the location. For 
example, it is more salty 
as you go deeper.
The Yemeni islands on the red sea are 
divided into three groups: Hajjah 
Islands, Aden Islands, and Hodeidah 
islands.

1) Hajjah
Al-Aasheq Al-Sagheer Island
This is a very small atoll stretching for 
about 1.5 KM. It is 10 km away from 
Midi city. No inhabitants live here, 
except members of a garrison. No water 
sources are available here. Drink water 
is brought by the garrison or fishermen 
who come to this island occasionally. 
Being surrounded by thick coral reefs, 
large numbers of shrimps breed here.

Different kinds of birds dwell here, 
making the island a perfect peaceful 
place for bird watchers.

Dhu Hirab Island
This is a 8.65 sandy island. It is 89 km 
away from Midi. The island is a fishing 
center for hundreds of fishermen. It is 
also a big supermarket for marketing 
fish to the neighboring countries. If 
developed, the island can be converted 
into an economic and a tourist point and 
a center for fueling ships and boats.
The thick coral reefs stretch over more 
than 3 km around the island making it a 
good place for diving.
Many kinds of mollucus, coral reefs and 
fish here are hardly found any where in 
the world. The island is surrounded by a 
belt of coral reefs attached to the beach, 
creating a fascinating place for diving. 
Many kinds of birds also live here.

Fosht Island
This is one of two inhabited islands in 
Hajjah. The 600 people of the island 
mainly depend on fishing. However, 
they are always bothered by foreign 
ships which trespass the Yemeni territo­
rial water.

The coral reefs here are 
among the best kinds. The 
island is also rich in many 
kinds of marine life like 
yellow fine tuna, king fish 
Spanish makrel, sharks, 
rock lobster, mollucus, 
cuttle fish, shells, reptiles, 
sponge, etc.
Though newly built, the 
only health center on the 
island is visited by people 
to chew qat. No doctor or 
even a nurse is there. It is 
also a residence for a 
teacher.
As far as education is 
concerned, the only five-

class school provides basic education 
for 17 students, 7 boys and 10 girls. The 
small number of young students is 
attributed to refraining form marriage 
owing to high dowries.
The local teachers are female, who 
complain about not receiving their 
salaries.

Buklan Island
Buklan Island is located in the north of 
the Red Sea. It has a very strategic loca­
tion in the middle of the Red Sea. It has 
a population of 350 inhabitants and a 
total area of 25 km. Most of the inhabi­
tants of the island are fishermen. These 
are always bothered and annoyed by 
foreign fishingships, illegally trespass­
ing the territorial waters.
This island is gifted with many diving 
places. Furthermore, the strong wind 
can make it a fine place for yachting. 
The Buklan Island lacks the basic serv­
ice facilities such as health units, 
schools and water projects. The fishing 
boats in the island are not up to standard 
and, mostly owned by people not from 
the island.

Source: Yemeni Islands Promotion 
and Development Authority

Ideal beaches in Al-Fosht island

Dhu Hirab Island as white as snow

Coral reefs surrounding Dhu Hirab island
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